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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OP 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THE  PraST  SESSION  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  2,  1806. 


Monday,  December  2, 1805. 

The  first  session  of  the  Ninth  Congress,  con- 
formably to  the  ConstitutioQ  of  the  United  States, 
commenced  this  day,  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
and  the  Senate  assembled. 

present: 

William  Flumisu  aud  NtuiHMiAB  Qii<man,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

John  QniNOT  Adams  and  Timothy  Pioker- 
INO,  from  Massachusetts. 

James  Hillbousb,  and  Uriah  Tracy,  from 
Connecticut. 

James  Fennbr,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stephen  R.  Qradley  and  Israel  Smith,  from 
Vermont. 

Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  from  New  York. 

John  Condit  and  Aaron  Kitchel,  from  New 
Jersey. 

George  Logan  and  Samuel  Maclay,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  White,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

David  Stone,  from  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Sumter  and  John  Gaillard,  from 
South  Carolina. 

Abraham  Baldwin,  from  Greorgia. 

David  Smith,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Worthinoton,  from  Ohio. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  iem.y 
as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  the  honorable 
Samuel  Smith  was  appointed. 

The  credentials  of  the  following  Senators  were 
read,  viz : 

Of  Abraham  Baldwin,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  James  A.  Bayard,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  James  Fenner,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, for  the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day 


of  March  last;  of  Aaron  Kitchbl,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  serve  during  the  term  limited  by  the 
Constitution;  of  Timothy  Pickering,  appomted 
a  Senator  bj  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mas* 
sachusetts,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence 
on  the  4th  day  of  March  last ;  of  Daniel  Smith, 
appointed  a  Senator  bv  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  tne  term  of  six  years,  from 
the  3d  of  March  last;  and  of  Buckner  Thrus- 
TON,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky. 

The  oath  was  administered  by  the  President  to 
the  following  Senators,  as  the  law  prescribes: 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Fenner,  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr. 
Kitchel,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  also,  to  Mr.  Sumter,  appointed  a  Sena* 
tor  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  oa 
the  4th  day  of  March  last. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him  that 
a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  afnd  that,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  they  have 
elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore' 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
munication to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sumter  and  Mitchill 
be  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatives 
may  appoint  on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communication  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied  dur- 
ing the  present  session  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  States,  as  he  may  choose, 
provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers. 

Resolved,  That  James  Mathers^  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Doorxeeper 
to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty-eighl 


11 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


12 


Senate. 


Proceedings. 


Decembbb,  1805. 


dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  purpose 
during  the  session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

BeSdvedy  That  two  Chaplains,  of  diiferent  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatires  in  this 
resolution. 


Tuesday,  December  3. 

Joseph  Anderson,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see ;  BucKNBR  Tbrdston,  from  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  Robert  Wrhwt,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  appoint- 
ed Nathaniel  Macon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives for  North  Carolina,  their  Speaker,  and 
are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  The  House  of 
Representatives  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  tae  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communications  that  ne  may  be 


mtinicable  in  the  oonntry,  either  by  penons  under  the 
disease,  or  by  goods  carried  from  diseased  places ;  that 
its  aeceas  is  with  the  antamn,  and  it  disappean  with 
the  early  froats.    These  restrictions,  within   narrov 
limits  of  time  and  spaoei  give  security  even  to  our  mar- 
itime cities  daring  Uiree-fourths  of  the  year,  and  to  the 
country  always.    Althoagh  from  these  facts  it  appean 
unnecessary,  yet  to  satisfy  the  fears  of  foreign  nations, 
and  canttona  on  their  part,  not  to  be  complained  of  in 
a  danger  whose  limits  are  yet  nnknown  to  them,  I 
have  strictly  enjoined  on  the  offioers  at  die^ead  of  the 
customs  to  certify,  vrith  exact  tnith,  for  ereiy  vessel 
sailing  for  a  foreign  port,  the  state  of  health  respecting 
this  fever  which  prevails  at  the  plaoe  from  which  she 
sails.    Under  every  motive  from  diaracter  and  duty  te 
certify  the  truth,  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  friithAillj 
executed  this  injunction,    Much  real  injury  has,  how- 
ever, been  sustained  from  a  propensity  to  identify  with 
this  endemic,  and  to  call  by  the  same  name,  fevers  o( 
very  different  kinds,  whidi  have  been  known  at  all 
times  and  in  all  countries,  and  never  have  been  placed 
among  those  deemed  eontagioos.    As  we  advance  in 
our  knowledge  of  this  disease,  as  fiicta  develop  the 
source  from  which  individuals  receive  it,  the  State  au- 
thorities charged  with  the  care  of  the  public  health,  ami 
Congress  with  that  of  the  general  commerce,  wiU  be- 
come able  to  regulate  with  effect  their  respective  func- 
tions in  these  departments.    The  burden  of  quaniLA- 
tinea  is  Ml  at  trana  m  w«lt  as  abroad ;  their  efficanr 
merits  examination.     Although  the  health  lawn  of  Hv 


pleased  to  make  to  them.    The  House  of  Repre-  ^^^      ,-.  i-i  u-  iu--. j  *         j *       •    .  .^ 
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appointment  of  two  Chapla 

Mr.  Sumter  repoued^  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  that  they  had  performed  the  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  President  ol  the  United  States 
informed  the  committee  that  he  would  make  his 
communications  to  the  two  Houses  at  twelve 
o'clock  this  day. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Mr.  Thruston. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  Iht  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentattvee 

of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea : 

At  a  moment  when  the  nations  of  Europe  are  in 
commotion,  and  arming  against  each  other,  and  when 
those  with  whom  we  have  principal  intercourse  are  en- 
gaged in  the  general  contest,  and  when  the  coun- 
tenance of  some  of  them  towards  our  peaceable 
country  threatens  that  even  that  may  not  be  unaf- 
fected by  what  is  passing  on  the  general  theatre,  a 
meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  Qie  nation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  has  become  more  than  usually  de- 
nrable.  Coming  from  every  section  of  our  country 
they  bring  with  them  tiie  sentiments  and  the  informa- 
tion of  the  whole,  and  vrill  be  enabled  to  give  a  direc- 
tion to  the  public  affiiirs,  which  the  will  and  the  wis- 
dom of  the  whole  vrill  approve  and  support. 

In  taking  a  view  of  the  state  of  our  country,  we,  in 
the  first  place,  notice  the  late  affliction  of  two  of  our 
dtiaa  under  the  fiital  fever  which,  in  latter  times,  has 
occasionally  visited  our  shores.  Providence,  in  his 
goodness,  gave  it  an  early  termination  on  this  occasion, 
and  lessened  the  number  of  victims  which  have  usually 
fiJlen  before  it.  In  the  course  of  the  several  visitations 
by  this  disease,  it  has  appeared  that  it  is  strictly  local, 
incident  to  cities  and  on  the  tide  waters  onIy»  incom- 


ever  awake  to  them. 

Since  our  last  meeting  the  aspect  of  our  foreigs 
relations  has  eonsiderably  changed.  Our  coaata  hare 
been  infested,  and  our  harbors  watched,  bf  priTatf 
armed  vessels,  some  of  them  without  conuniaaions. 
some  with  illegal  commiiiona,  others  with  those  o: 
legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts  beyond  the 
authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have  captiu^ 
ed,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  aa  well  as 
on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friendi 
coming  to  trade  with  us,  but  our  own  also.  Ther 
have  carried  them  off  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudica- 
tion; but,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  jaatict, 
they  have  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in 
obscure  places,  where  no  evidence  could  arise  agaimt 
them ;  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them  ia 
boats  in  the  open  sea,  or  on  desert  shores,  without  fStii 
or  covering.  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  hb- 
reached  by  any  control  of  theb  Sovereigns,  I  found  t; 
neceasary  to  equip  a  force  to  cruise  within  our  ow? 
seas,  to  arrest  all  vessels  of  these  descriptions  fonni 
hovering  on  our  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  Uie  Guh 
Stream,  and  to  bring  the  ofiandevs  in  lor  trial  as  fa- 
rates. 

The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and  ha^ 
bora,  under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  alM 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  our  commerce.  New  princi- 
ples, too,  have  been  interpolated  into  the  law  of  na- 
tions, founded  neither  in  justice  nor  the  usage  or  ac- 
knowledgment of  nations.  According  to  these,  a  bel- 
ligerent takes  to  itself  a  commerce  with  ita  own 
enemy  which  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  the  ground  ot 
its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  war.  But  reason  revolo 
at  such  an  inconsistency,  and  the  neutral,  having  equal 
right  with  the  belligerent  to  decide  the  question,  the 
interests  of  our  constituents,  and  the  duty  of  maintsdic 


13 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


U 


Dbcembbr,  1805. 


Proceedingg, 


Sbnatb. 


mg  the  aQthoritj  of  reuon,  the  only  ninpire  between 
just  natiaiiiSy  impoee  on  in  the  obligatimi  of  providing 
an  efiectaal  and  determined  oppoeition  to  a  doctrine  00 
injurions  to  the  rights  of  peaceable  nations.  Indeed, 
the  confidence  we  ought  to  have  in  the  justice  of  others 
still  countenances  the  hope  that  a  sounder  view  of  thoee 
rights  will,  of  itself,  induce  ftom  every  belligerent  a 
more  correct  observance  of  them. 

With  Spain,  our  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  dif- 
ferences have  not  had  a  satis&ctory  issue.    Spoliations 
during   a  former  war,  for  which  she  had  formally 
acknowledged  herself  responsible,  have  been  refused 
to  be  compensated  but  on  conditions  affecting  other 
claims  in  nowise  connected  with  them.    Yet  the  same 
practices  are  renewed  in  the  present  war,  and  are  al- 
ready of  great  amount.    On  the  Mobile,  our  commerce 
passing  through  that  river  continues  to  be  obstructed 
by  arbitrary  duties  and  vexatious  searches.    Proposi- 
tions for  adjusting  amicably  the  boundaries  of  Loubi- 
ana  have  not  been  acceded  to.    While,  however,  the 
right  is  unsettled,  we  have  avoided  changing  the  state 
of  things  by  taking  new  posts,  or  strengthening  our- 
selves in  the  disputed  territories,  in  the  hope  that  the 
other  Power  would  not,  by  a  contrary  conduct,  oblige 
ns  to  meet  their  example,  and  endanger  conflicts  of  au- 
thority the  issue  of  which  may  not  be  easily  controlled. 
But  in  this  hope  we  have  now  reason  to  lessen  our  con- 
fidence.   Inroads  have  been  recently  made  into  the 
territories  of  Orleans  and  MUsiiMlppl,  uur  citizens  have 
been  seized  and  their  property  plundered  in  the  very 
parts  of  the  fonner  which  had  been  actually  delivered 
up  by  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  that  Government.    I  have,  therefore,  found  it 
necessary,  at  length,  to  give  orders  to  our  troops  on 
that  frontier  to  be  in  readiness  to  protect  our  citizens, 
and  to  repel  by  arms  any  similar  aggressions  in  fhture. 
Other  details,  necessary  for  your  fiUl  information  of  the 
state  of  things  between  this  country  and  that,  shall  be 
the  subject  of  another  communication.    In  reviewing 
these  injuries  from  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the 
moderation,  the  firmness,  and  the  vrisdom,  of  the  Le- 
gislature will  all  be  called  into  action.     We  ought 
still  to  hope  that  time  and  a  more  correct  estimate  of 
interest,  as  well  as  of  character,  will  produce  the  jus- 
tice we  are  bound  to  expect.    But  should  any  nation 
deceive  itself  by  fidse  calculations,  and  disappoint  that 
expectation,  we  must  join  in  the  onprofitable  contest 
of  trying  which  pvty  can  do  the  other  the  most  harm. 
Some  of  these  injuries  may,  perhaps,  admit  a  peaceable 
remedy.     Where  that  is  competent  it  is  always  the 
most  desirable.    But  some  of  them  are  of  a  nature  to 
be  met  by  force  only,  and  all  of  them  may  lead  to  it 
I  cannot,  therefore,  but  recommend  such  preparations 
as  circumstances  call  for.    The  first  object  is  to  place 
our  seaport  towns  out  of  the  danger  of  insult.    Meas- 
ures have  already  been  taken  for  furnishing  them  with 
heavy  cannon  for  the  service  of  such  land  batteries 
as  may  make  a  part  of  their  defence  against  armed 
vessels  approaching  them.    In  aid  of  these,  it  is  desira- 
ble vre  should  have  a  competent  number  of  gunboats, 
and  the  number  to  be  competent  must  be  considerable. 
If  immediately  begiin ,  they  may  be  in  readiness  for  service 
at  the  opening  of  the  next  season.    Whether  it  will  be 
necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will  be  decided 
by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course  of  your  session. 
In  the  mean  time,  you  will  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  expedient,  for  a  state  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war^ 
so  to  organize  or  class  the  militia  as  would  enable  us, 
on  any  sudden  emergency,  to  call  for  the  services  of  the 


yonngor  portions,  unencumbered  with  the  old  and  those 
having  firmilies.  Upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand 
able  bodied  men,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
twenty-six  years,  which  the  last  oensus  shows  we  may 
now  eonnt  within  our  limits,  will  furnish  a  competent 
number  fbr  oflfonce  or  defence,  in  any  point  where  they 
may  be  wanted,  and  will  give  time  for  raising  regular 
forces  after  the  necessity  of  them  shall  become  certain; 
and  the  reducing  to  the  eariy  period  of  hfe  all  its  active 
serrice  cannot  but  be  desirable  to  our  younger  dtizens, 
of  the  present  as  well  as  future  times,  inasmuch  as  it 
engagee  to  them  in  more  advanced  age  a  quiet  and 
undisturbed  repose  in  the  bosom  of  their  families*  I 
cannot,  then,  but  earnestly  recommend  to  your  early 
consideration  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  our  militia 
system  as,  by  a  separation  of  the  more  active  part  from 
that  which  is  less  so,  we  may  draw  from  it,  when  n^ 
cessary,  an  efficient  corps,  fit  for  real  and  active  service,, 
and  to  be  called  to  it  in  regular  rotation. 

Considerable  provision  has  been  made,  under  former 
authoritiee  from  Congress,  of  materials  for  the  con-^ 
struction  of  ships  of  war  of  seventy-four  guns.  These 
materials  are  on  hand,  subject  to  the  further  will  of  the 
Legislature. 

An  immediate  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  am- 
munition is  also  submitted  to  your  determination. 

Turning  firom  these  unpleasant  views  of  violence  and 
vrrong,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  liberation  of  our 
fellow-citizena  who  were  stranded  on  the  coast  of 
Tripoli  and  made  prisoners  of  war.  In  a  Government 
bottomed  on  the  will  of  all,  the  life  and  liberty  of  every 
individual  dtizen  become  interesting  to  all.  In  the 
treaty,  therefore,  which  has  concluded  our  warfiire  with 
that  State,  an  article  for  the  ransom  of  our  citizens  has 
been  agreed  to.  An  operation  by  land,  by  a  small 
-band  of  our  countrymen,  and  others  engaged  for  the 
occasion,  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  the  ex- 
bashaw  of  that  country,  gallantly  conducted  by  our  htte 
Consul  Eaton,  and  their  successful  enterprise  on  the  city 
of  Derne,  contributed,  doubtless,  to  the  impression  which 
produced  peace ;  and  the  conclusion  of  this,  prevented 
opportunities  of  which  the  officers  and  men  of  our 
squadron,  destined  for  Tripoli,  would  have  availed 
themselves  to  emulate  the  acts  of  valor  exhibited  by 
their  brethren  in  the  attack  of  the  last  year.  Reflect- 
ing with  high  satis&ction  on  the  distinguished  bravery 
displayed,  whenever  occasions  permitted,  in  the  late 
Mediterranean  service,  I  think  it  would  be  an  useful 
encouragement  as  well  as  a  just  reward,  to  make  an 
opening  for  some  present  promotion,  by  enlarging  our 
peace  establishment  of  captains  and  lieutenants. 

With  Tunis  some  misunderstandings  have  arisen, 
not  yet  sufficiently  explained,  but  friendly  discussions 
with  their  Ambassador,  recently  arrived,  and  a  mutual 
disposition  to  do  whatever  is  just  and  reasonable,  can- 
not fail  of  dissipating  these.  80  that  we  may  consider 
our  peace  on  that  coast,  generally,  to  be  on  as  sound  a 
footing  as  it  has  been  at  any  preceding  time.  Still  it 
will  not  be  expedient  to  withdraw,  immediately,  the 
whole  of  our  force  firom  that  sea. 

The  law  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Bstablishment 
fixes  the  number  of  frigates  which  shall  be  kept  in 
constant  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  prescribes  that 
they  shall  be  manned  by  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
their  complement  of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen. 
Whether  a  frigate  may  be  trusted  to  two-thurds  only 
of  her  proper  complement  of  men,  must  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  service  on  which  she  is  ordered.  That 
may  sometimes  for  her  safety,  as  well  as  to  insure  her 
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object,  require  ker  fullest  compleraejit*  In  adverting 
to  this  subject,  Congress  will,  perhaps,  consider  whe- 
ther the  best  liUiitation  on  the  ExecutiYe  discretion  in 
this  case,  would  not  be  by  the  number  of  seamen  which 
Doay  be  employed  in  the  whole  service,  rather  than  by 
the  number  of  vessels.  Occasions  oftener  arise  for  the 
employment  of  small  than  of  large  vessels,  and  it  would 
lessen  risk  as  well  as  expense,  to  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy them  of  preference.  The  limitation  suggested  by 
the  number  of  seamen  would  admit  a  selection  of  ves- 
«els  best  adapted  to  the  service. 

Our  Indian  neighbors  are  advancing,  many  of  them, 
with  spirit,  and  others  beginning  to  engage  in  the  pur- 
suits of  agriculture  and  household  manufacture.  They 
are  becoming  sensible  that  the  earth  yields  subsistence 
with  less  labor  and  more  certainty,  than  the  forest, 
and  find  it  their  interest,  fix)m  time  to  time,  to  dispose 
of  parts  of  their  surplus  and  waste  lands  for  the  means 
of  improving  those  they  occupy,  find  of  subsisting  their 
frmihes  while  they  are  preparing  their  farms.  Since 
your  last  session,  the  northern  tribes  have  sold  to  us 
the  lands  between  the  Connecticut  Reserve  and  the 
ibrmer  Indian  boundary,  and  those  on  the  Ohio,  from 
the  same  boundaiy  to  the  Rapids,  and  for  a  considera- 
ble depth  inland.  The  Chickasaws  and  Cherokees 
have  sold  us  the  country  between  and  adjacent  to  the 
two  districts  of  Tennessee,  and  the  Creeks  the  residue 
of  their  lands  in  the  fork  of  Ocmulgee,  up  to  the  Ulco- 
fiiuhatche.  The  three  former  purchases  are  important, 
inasmuch  as  they  consolidate  disjoined  parts  of  our 
settled  country,  and  render  their  intercourse  secure; 
and  the  second  particularly  so,  as,  with  the  small  point 
on  the  river,  which  we  expect  is  by  this  time  ceded  by 
the  Plankeshaws,  it  completes  our  possession  of  the 
whole  of  both  banks  of  the  Ohio,  from  its  source  to 
near  its  mouth,  and  the  navigation  of  that  river  is 
thereby  rendered  forever  safe  to  our  citizens  settled  and 
settling  on  its  extensive  waters.  The  purchase  from 
the  Creeks  too  has  been  for  some  time  particularly  in- 
teresting to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  several  treaties  which  have  been  mentioned  will 
be  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  the  exer- 
cise of  their  respective  functions. 

Deputations,  now  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, from  various  nations  of  Indians  inhabiting 
the  Missouri  and  other  parts  beyond  the  Mississippi,  come 
charged  with  assurances  of  their  satisfaction  with  the  new 
relations  in  which  they  are  placed  with  us,  of  their  dispo- 
sitions to  cultivate  our  peace  and  friendship,  and  their  de- 
sire to  enter  into  commercial  intercourse  with  us.  A  state 
of  our  progress  in  exploring  the  principal  rivers  of  that 
country,  and  of  the  mformatiou  respectmg  them  hith- 
erto obtained,  will  be  communicated  so  soon  as  we  shall 
receive  some  further  relations  which  we  have  reason 
shortly  to  expect. 

The  recepts  at  the  Treasury  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  have  exceeded  the 
sum  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  which,  with  not 
quite  five  millions  in  the  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  have  enabled  us,  after  meeting  other  demands, 
to  pay  nearly  two  millions  of  the  debt  contracted  under 
the  British  treaty  and  convention,  upwards  of  four 
millions  of  principal  of  the  public  debt,  and  four  mil- 
lions of  interest.  These  payments,  with  those  which 
had  been  made  in  three  years  and  an  half  preceding, 
have  extinguished  of  the  funded  debt  nearly  eighteen 
millions  of  principal. 

Congress,  by  their  act  of  November  10,  1803,  au- 
thorized us  to  borrow  $1,750,000,  towards  meeting  the 


claims  of  our  citizens,  assumed  by  the  convention  with 
France.  We  have  not,  however,  made  use  of  this  au- 
thority ;  because,  the  sum  of  ibur  millions  and  sn  hall 
which  remained  in  the  Treasury  on  the  same  30th  day 
of  September  last,  with  the  receipts  which  we  may  cal- 
culate on  for  the  ensuing  year,  besides  paying  the  an- 
nual sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  to 
the  funded  debt,  and  meeting  all  the  current  demands 
whidi  may  be  expected,  will  enable  us  to  pay  the 
whole  sum  of  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  fif^ 
thousand  dollars,  assumed  by  the  French  convention, 
and  still  leave  us  a  surplus  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars 
at  our  fr«e  disposal.  Should  you  concur  in  the  provis- 
ions of  arms  and  armed  vessels,  recommended  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  this  surplus  will  furnish  the 
means  of  doing  so. 

On  the  first  occasion  of  addressing  Congress,  since, 
by  the  choice  of  my  constituents,  I  have  entered  on  a 
second  term  of  administration,  I  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity to  give  this  public  assurance,  that  I  will  exert  my 
best  endeavors  to  administef  faithfully  the  Executive 
Department,  and  will  zealously  co-operate  with  you  in 
every  measure  which  may  tend  to  secure  the  liberty, 
property,  and  personal  safety,  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  to  consolidate  the  republican  forms  and  principles 
of  our  Government. 

In  the  course  of  your  session,  you  shall  receive  all 
the  aid  which  I  can  give,  for  the  despatch  of  public 
business,  and  all  tha  inibcmatioa  necessary  for  your 
deliberations,  of  which  the  interests  of  our  own  country, 
and  the  confidence  reposed  in  us  by  others,  will  admit 
a  communication.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Deckm  Bia  3,  1805. 

The  Message  was  read  and  three  handred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Wednesday,  December  4. 

On  motion  that  it  be  y 

Iietoit>edf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exam- 
ine the  act,  entitled  '*An  act,  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  goTem- 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  fixating  vrith  the  original  States, 
and  for  other  purpoees ;"  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  manner,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  money  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  ought  to 
be  applied : 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^Aq  act  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  the  Naval  service,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^ve^^^  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Chaplain,  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  ballots  being 
collected,  were,  for  Doctor  Gantt,  15 ;  Bishop 
Claooett,5;  Mr.  McCormick,  2.  So  the  Rev- 
erend Doctor  Gantt  was  elected  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  during  the 
present  session. 
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Tuesday,  December  5. 

Benjamin  Howland,  firom  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  attended. 

The  billf  eo  titled  ''Ad  act  m'akiDg  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naval  service  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^ve,^^  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mit- 
cBiLL}  Bradley,  and  Sumteb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con* 
sideration : 

Retohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  farther  sum  of 
money  to  purchase  maps  and  books  for  the  library. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  *'Act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
l^overnmentj  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  Messrs 
Tracy,  Anderson,  Worthington,  Adams,  and 
Wright,  were  apponted  the  committee. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL,  from  the  committee  to  whom^ 
was  referred  this  day  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  Naval 
service  during  the  year  one  tbouisand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  reasons 
why  an  additional  appropriation  is  requisite  for 
the  Naval  service  for  the  current  year. 


United  Stales  : 


Friday,  December  6. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropristing 
a  further  sum  of  money  to  purchase  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library ;  anfl,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Mitchill,  Baldwin,  and  Tracy,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Resolved^  That  the  conunittee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed  to  report  what  disposition,  in  their 
opinion,  ought  to  be  made  of  the  one  thousand 
volumes  of  laws  ordered  bylaw  to  be  reserved  for 
the  dispoiial  of  Congress. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  re- 

gort  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
ienate  of  yesterday. 

The  letter  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

A  messace  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint- 
ed the  Reverend  Mr.  Glenoib,  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress  on  their  part  during  the  present  session. 

The  billj  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naval  service  durinof  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


Monday,  December  9. 

James  Jackson,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 
John  Adair,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 

fislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of 
OHN  Breckenridge,  Esq.,  resigned,  produced  bis 
credentials,  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  administered,  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate* 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the 

The  depredations  which  have  been  committed  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  daring  a  preceding 
war,  by  persons  under  the  authority  of  Spain,  are  suf- 
ficiently known  to  all.  These  made  it  a  duty  to  re- 
quire fi'om  that  Government  indemnifications  for  our 
injured  citizens ;  a  convention  was  accordingly  entered 
into  between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mad- 
rid, and  the  Minister  of  that  Government  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  Spanish  subjects,  and  carried  into  porta  of 
Spain,  should  be  paid  for  by  that  nation ;  and  that 
those  committed  by  French  subjects,  and  carried  into 
Spanish  ports,  should  remain  for  further  discussion. 
Before  this  convention  was  returned  to  Spain  with  our 
ratification,  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  by  France  to  the 
United  States  took  place  ;  an  event  as  unexpected  as 
disagreeable  to  Spain.  From  that  moment  she  seemed 
to  change  her  conduct  and  dispositions  toward  us.  It 
was  first  manifested  by  her  protest  against  the  right  of 
France  to  alienate  Louisiana  to  us ;  which,  however, 
was  soon  retracted,  and  the  right  confirmed :  then  high 
offence  was  manifested  at  the  act  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing a  collection  district  on  the  Mobile,  although,  by 
an  authentic  declaration,  immediately  made,  it  was  ex- 
pressly confined  to  our  acknowledged  limits ;  and  she 
now  refiised  to  ratify  the  convention  signed  by  her  own 
Minister,  under  the  eye  of  his  Sovereign,  unless  we 
would  consent  to  alterations  of  its  terms,  which  would 
have  affected  our  claims  against  her  for  the  spoliations 
by  French  subjects  carried  into  Spanish  ports. 

To  obtain  justice,  as  well  as  to  restore  firiendship,  I 
thought  a  special  mission  advisable ;  and  accordingly 
appointed  James  Monroe,  Minister  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary,  to  repair  to  Madrid,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  our  Minister  resident  there,  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  ratification  of  the  former  convention,  and  to 
come  to  an  understanding  with  Spain  as  to  the  boun- 
daries of  Louisiana.  It  appeared  at  once  that  her 
policy  was  to  reserve  herself  for  events,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  to  keep  our  differences  in  an  undetermined 
state.  This  will  be  evident  from  the  papers  now  com- 
municated to  you.  After  nearly  five  months  of  fruit- 
less endeavor  to  bring  them  to  some  definite  and  satis- 
factory result,  our  Ministers  ended  the  conferences, 
without  having  been  able  to  obUin  indemnity  for  spo- 
liations of  any  description,  or  any  satis&etion  as  to  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  other  than  a  declaration  that 
we  had  no  rights  eastward  of  the  Iberville,  and  that  our 
line  to  the  west,  was  one  which  would  have  left  us  but 
a  string  of  land  on  that  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi. 
Our  injured  citizens  were  thus  left  without  any  pros- 
pect of  retribution  from  the  wrong-doer ;  and,  as  to 
(boundary,  each  party  was  to  take  its  own  course.  That 
which  they  have  chosen  to  pursue,  will  appear  from 
the  documeiits  now  communicated.    They  authorize 
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the  inference  that  it  is  their  intention  to  advance  on 
our  poflseeaions,  until  they  shall  be  repressed  by  an  op- 
posing force.  Considering  that  Congress  alone  is 
constitutionally  inTosted  with  the  power  of  changing 
our  condition  from  peace  to  war,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  await  their  authority  for  using  force  in  any 
degree  i^hich  could  be  avoided.  I  have  barely  instruct- 
ed the  officers  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ag- 
gressions, to  protect  our  cittiens  firom  violence,  to  patrol 
within  the  borders  actually  delivered  to  us,  and  not  to 
go  out  of  them^  but,  when  necessary,  to  repel  an  inroad, 
or  to  /escue  a  citizen  or  his  property ;  and  the  Spanish 
officers  remaining  at  New  Orleans  are  required  to 
depart  without  further  delay.  It  ought  to  be  noted 
here,  that  since  the  late  change  in  the  state  of  afiairs 
in  Europe,  Spain  has  ordered  her  cruisers  and  courts 
to  respect  our  treaty  with  her. 

The  conduct  of  France,  and  the  part  she  may  take 
in  the  misunderstandings  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  are  too  important  to  be  unconsidered.  She 
was  prompt  and  decided  in  her  declarations,  that  our 
demands  on  Spain  for  French  spoliations  carried  into 
Spanish  ports  were  included  in  the  settlement  between 
the  United  States  and  France :  she  took  at  once  the 
ground  that  she  had  acquired  no  right  from  Spain,  and 
had  meant  to  deliver  us  none,  eastward  of  the  Iberville. 
Her  silence  as  to  the  western  boundary,  leaving  us  to 
infer  her  opinion  might  be  against  Spain  in  that  quar- 
ter. Whatever  direction  she  might  mean  to  give  to  these 
difTerencea,  it  does  not  appear  that  she  has  contem- 

S la  ted  their  proceeding  to  actual  rupture,  or  that,  at  the 
ate  of  our  last  advices  from  Paris,  her  Government 
had  any  suspicion  of  the  hostile  attitude  Spain  had 
taken  here ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  she  was  disposed  to  effect  a  settlement  on  a  plan 
analogous  to  what  our  Ministers  had  proposed,  and  so 
comprehensive  as  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
grounds  of  future  collision  and  controversy  on  the 
eastern  as  well  as  western  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  present  crisis  in  Europe  is  favorable  for  pressing 
such  a  settlement,  and  not  a  moment  should  be  lost  in 
availing  ourselves  of  it«  Should  it  pass  unimproved, 
our  situation  would  become  much  more  difficult  For- 
mal war  is  not  necessary — it  is  not  probable  it  will 
follow ;  but  the  protection  of  our  citizens,  the  spirit 
and  honor  of  our  country,  require  that  force  should  be 
interposed  to  a  certain  degree.  It  will  probably  con- 
tribute to  advance  the  object  of  peace. 

But  the  course  to  be  pursued  will  require  the  com- 
mand of  means  which  it  belongs  to  Congress  exclu- 
sively to  yield  or  to  deny.  To  them  I  communicate 
every  fact  material  for  their  information,  and  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  enable  them  to  judge  for  them- 
selves. To  their  wisdom,  then,  I  look  for  the  course  I 
am  to  pursue ;  and  will  pursue,  with  sincere  zeal,  that 
which  they  shall  approve. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Dsc£XBSR  6,  1805. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  the 
annual  report  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
partment." 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

Andrew  MooHE,  from  the 'State  of  Virginia. 
attended. 

The  followiog  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Prcsideict  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Bepretentativei  of  tlie  Untied  Statet  : 

The  enclosed  documents  relating  to  my  Message  of 
the  6th  instant,  not  being  ready  at  that  date,  I  thought 
it  better  not  to  detain  Uie  Message,  but  to  communi- 
cate these  papers  afterward  as  supplementary  to  those 
then  sent.  They  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  deemed 
confidential. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Decimbu  10,  1605. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wednesday,  December  11. 

The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  consideratioa 
of  EzecotiTe  business. 


Thursday,  December  12. 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  persons  therein 
described,  into  anjr  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction or  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1808. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^* An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limited 
time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there- 
of," in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  mentioned  in  the  message  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Friday,  December  13. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limit- 
ed time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there- 
of," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Baldwin,  and  Jackson,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


Monday,  December  16. 

George  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senat^  attended. 

John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  also  at* 
tended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  Mr.  Laurie,  Chaplain  to  Con- 
gress, on  their  part,  during  the  present  session,  in 
place  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Glendie,  who  has  declined 
Disappointment. 

Asreeahly  to  notice  given,  on  the  12th  instant, 
Mr.  Bradley  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or 
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place  wirhin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
from  and  aAer  toe  first  day  of  January,  1806. 


Tuesday.  December  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  1808;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  previous  question  was  moved  for,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?  And  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present,  on  th-  previous  question,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  11,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson)  Bradley,  Gondii,  Fenner, 
Howland,  Kitcbel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchiil,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Ver- 
mont, Stone,  Thruston,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Gaillard, 
Gilman,  Jackson,  Moore,  Pickering,  Sumter,  Tracy, 
and  Wright* 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  on  the 
maiii  question,  by  one -fifth  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent, it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  9, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley ,*Condit,  Fenner, 
Gilman,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchiil, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smilh 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Thruston,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — ^Messrs,  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Gfaillard, 
Jackson,  Moore,  Pickering,  Snmter,  and  Tracy. 

So  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read  the  first  time. 


Wednebday,  December  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodo- 
rick  Armistead,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  LiOOAN  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  French  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

On  motion,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1608, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  funher  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

Thursday,  December  19. 

The  bill;  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Theodoriek  Armistead."  was  read" the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Balowin,  and 
Anderson,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  (rom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  make  provision  for  per- 
sons that  have  been  disabled  bv  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  tne  United  States, 
during  the  Revolutionary  war;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled **An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropriated 
for  the  reiugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

PROCEEDS  or  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  eiaminatioD  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  tbe  eastern  division 
of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government; 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  purposes ;''  and  to  report  the 
manner,  in  their  opinion,  the  money  appropriated 
by  said  act  ought  to  be  applied,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration : 

That,  upon  examination  of  the  act  almsaid,  they 
find  the  one-twentieth  part  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
sold  by  Congress  from  and  after  the  90fih  day  of  June, 
1802,  is  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  making 
public  roads,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters  emp- 
tying into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said  State, 
and  through  the  same :  such  roads  to  be  laid  out  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  consent  of  the  sev- 
eral States  through  which  the  road  ahaU  pass. 

They  find  that,  by  a  subsequent  law  passed  on  the 
3d  day  of  Mi^rch,  1803,  Congress  appropriated  three 
per  cent  of  the  said  five  per  cent,  to  laying  out  and 
making  roads  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  two  per 
cent  of  the  ^ipropriation  contained  in  the  first-men- 
tioued  law,  unexpended ;  which  now  remains  for  **  the 
laying  out  and  making  roads  from  the  navigable  waters 
emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said 
StaU." 

They  find  that  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  from  July  1,  1802,  to  June  30,  1803, 
both  inclusive,  was    ....  $124,400  92 

From  1st  July,  1803.  to  June  30,  1804  -      176,203  35 

From  1st  July,  1804,  to  June  30, 1805  -     266,000  00 

From   Ist  July,  1806,  to  September  30, 

1805 66,000  00 


Amounting  in  the  whole,  to    -  $632,604  27 


Two  per  cent  on  which  sum  amounts  to  $12,652. 

Twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  doUaia 
were,  therefore,  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  subject 
to  the  uses  directed  by  law,  as  mentioned  in  this  re- 
port—-and  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  fund  is  constant- 
ly accumulating,  and  will,  probably,  by  the  time  regu- 
lar preparations  can  be  madefi)r  its  expenditure,  amount 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  have  examined,  as  for  as  their  limited 
time,  ^and  the  scanty  sources  of  &ct8  within  their 
reach  would  permit,  the  various  routes  which  have 
been  contemplated  for  laying  out  roads  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  first  mentioned  in  this  report 


23 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


24 


Senate. 


ProceedingB, 


Degbmbgr,  1805. 


They  find  that  the  distance  from  Philadelphia  to 
Pittsburg  is  three  hundred  and  fourteen  miles  by  the 
usual  route,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  two  hundred 
and  seventy. 

From  Philadelphia  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  river 
Ohio,  contiguous  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  is  prob- 
ably between  Steubenville  and  the  mouth  of  Grave 
creek,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  three  hundred 
and  sixty  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line,  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  same 
points,  and  by  the  usual  routes,  is  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four. 

From  this  city,  (Washington,)  to  the  same  points  on 
the  river  Ohio,  the  distanee  is  nearly  the  same  as  from 
Baltimore ;  probably  the  difference  is  not  a  plurality  of 
miles. 

From  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  to  the  nearest  point  on 
the  river  Ohio,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  miles ;  but  new  roads  are 
opening  which  will  shorten  the  distance  fifty  or  sixty 
miles — two  hundred  and  forty-seven  miles  of  the  con- 
templated road,  from  Richmond  northwesterly,  will  be 
as  good  as  the  roads  usually  are  in  that  country,  but 
the  remaining  seventy  or  eighty  miles  are  bad,  for  the 
present,  and  probably  will  remain  so  for  a  length  of 
time,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  existing  inducement  for 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  incur  the  expense  of  making 
that  part  of  the  road  passable. 

From-  Baltimore  to  the  Monongahela  river,  where 
the  route  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river  will  inter- 
sect it,  the  distance,  as  usually  travelled,  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four.  From  this  point,  which 
is  at  or  near  Brownsville,  boats  can  pass  down  with 
great  facility  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  during  a  number  of 
months  in  every  year. 

The  above  distances  are  not  all  stated  from  actual 
mensuration,  but  it  is  believed  they  are  sufficiently  cor- 
rect for  the  present  purpose. 

The  committee  have  not  examined  any  routes  north- 
ward of  that  leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  river  Ohio, 
nor  southward  of  that  leading  frY>m  Richmond,  because 
they  suppose  the  roads  to  be  laid  out  must  strike  the 
river  Ohio  on  some  point  contiguous  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  words  of  the  law  making 
the  appropriation ;  the  words  are,  "  leading  from  the 
navigable  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
river  Ohio,  to  the  said  State,  and  through  the  same." 

The  mercantile  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
with  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  is  chiefly  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore ;  not  very  extensive  in  the  towns 
on  the  Potomac  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
still  less,  with  Richmond,  in  Virginia.  At  present,  the 
greatest  portion  of  their  trade  is  with  Philadelphia; 
but  it  is  believed  their  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  with 
Baltimore,  owing  to  the  difference  of  distance  in  favor 
of  Baltimore,  and  to  the  advantage  of  boating  down 
the  Monongahela  river,  from  the  point  where  the  road 
strikes  it,  about  seventy  miles  by  water,  and  fifty  by 
land,  above  Pittsburg, 

The  sum  appropriated  for  laying  out  and  making  roads 
is  so  small,  that  the  committee  have  thought  it  most 
expedient  to  direct  an  expenditure  to  one  route  only ; 
they  have  therefore  endeavored  to  fix  on  that  which,  for 
the  present,  will  be  most  accommodating  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  to  the  future  benevolence 
and  policy  of  Congress,  an  extension  of  their  opera- 


tions on  this  or  other  routes,  and  an  increase  of  the 
requisite  frind,  as  the  discoveries  of  experience  may 
point  out  their  expediency  and  necessity.  The  com- 
mittee being  fully  convinced  that  a  wise  Government 
can  never  lose  sight  of  an  object  so  important  as  that 
of  connecting  a  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing  pop- 
ulation, spread  upon  a  fertUe  and  extensive  country, 
with  the  Atlantic  States,  now  separated  from  them  hf 
mountains,  which,  by  industry,  and  an  expense  mod- 
erate in  comparison  with  the  advantages,  can  be  ren- 
dered passable. 

The  route  fix>m  Richmond  must  necessarily  approach 
the  State  of  Ohio,  in  a  part  thinly  inhabited ;  and 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  other  circum- 
stances, must  remain  so,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
time ;  and  from  the  hilly .  and  rough  condition  of  the 
country,  no  roads  are,  or  can  can  be,  conveniently  made 
leading  to  the  principal  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
These  considerations  have  induced  the  committee  to 
postpone,  for  the  present,  any  further  consideration  of 
that  route. 

The  spirit  and  perseverance  of  Pennsylvania  are 
such,  in  the  article  of  road-making,  that  no  doubt  can 
remain  but  they  will,  in  a  little  time,  complete  a  road 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  as  good  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  will  permit  They  are  so  particularly 
interesteid  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  their 
trading  capital,  Philadelphia,  not  only  to  Pittsburg,  but 
also  to  the  extensive  country,  within  that  State,  on  the 
Western  waters,  that  they  will  of  course  surmount  the 
difficulties  presented  by  the  Alleghany  mountain,  Ches- 
nut  Ridge,  and  Laurel  Hill,  the  three  great  and  almost 
exclusive  impediments,  which  now  exist  on  that  route. 

The  State  of  Maryland,  with  no  less  spirit  and  per- 
severance, are  engaged  in  making  roads  from  Baltimore, 
and  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, through  Fredericktown  to  Williamsport  Were 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  fund  in  contemplation  upon  either  of 
these  routes,  for  the  present,  in  Pennsylvania  or  Mary* 
land,  it  would  probably  so  far  interfere  with  the  obser- 
vations of  the  respective  States,  as  to  produce  mischief 
instead  of  benefit ;  especially  as  the  sum  to  be  laid  out 
by  the  United  States  is  too  inconsiderable,  alone,  to 
effect  objects  of  such  magnitude.  But  as  the  State  of 
Maryland  have  no  particular  interest  to  extend  their 
road  across  the  mountains ;  and  if  they  had  it,  it  would 
be  impracticable,  because  the  State  does  not  extend  so 
far ;  the  committee  have  thought  it  expedient  to  recom- 
mend the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, on  the  northerly  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and  within 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  at  the  most 
convenient  place  between  a  point  on  the  easterly  bank 
of  said  river,  opposite  to  Steubenville  and  the  mouth  of 
Grave  creek,  which  empties  into  said  river  Ohio,  a  lit- 
tle below  Wheeling,  in  Virginia.  This  route  will  meet 
and  accommodate  the  roads  leading  from  Baltimore 
and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  it  willcross  the  Monon- 
gahela river,  at  or  near  Brownsville,  sometimes  called 
Redstone,  where  the  advantage  of  boating  can  be  taken, 
and  from  the  point  where  it  will  probably  intersect  the 
river  Ohio,  there  are  now  roads,  or  they  can  easily  be 
made  over  feasible  and  proper  ground,  to  and  through 
the  principal  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Cumberland  is  situated  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Al- 
leghany mountains,  about  eighty  miles  from  Williams- 
port  by  the  usual  route,  which  is  circuitous,  owing  to  a 
large  bend  in  the  Potomac,  on  the  bank  of  which  the 
road  now  runs ;  the  distance  on  a  straight  line  is  not 
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more  than  &Ay  or  fifty-five  miles,  over  tolemble  ground 
fin-  a  road,  wbich  will  probably  be  opened  by  the  State 
of  Maiyland,  ahoitld  the  ro«te  be  eatabiisheid  over  the 
mountains  as  contemplated  by  this  report. 

From  Cumberland  to  the  western  extremity  of  Lau- 
rel  Hill,  by  the  route  now  travelled,  the  distance  is 
sixty-six  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  fifty-five ; 
on  dna  part  of  the  route,  the  committee  suppose  the 
first  and  very  considerable  expenditures  are  specially 
necessary.  From  Laurel  Hill  to  the  Ohio  river,  by  the 
usual  route  is  ^bout  seventy  miles,  and  on  a  straight 
line  fifty-four  or  fifty-five ;  the  road  is  tolerable,  though 
capable  of  amelioration. 

To  carry  into  efiect  the  principles  arising  from  the 
foregoing  facts,  the  committee  present  herewith  a  bill 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  They  suppose  that, 
to  take  the  proper  measures  for  carrying  into  efiect  the 
section  of  the  law  respecting  a  road  or  roads  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  Congress  by  the 
law  itself,  and  that  a  sense  of  duty  will  always  be  sufii- 
dent  to  insure  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  ofiered  to 
the  Senate. 

To  enlarge  upon  the  highly  important  considerations 
of  cementing  the  union  of  our  citizens  located  on  the 
Western  waters  with  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  would 
be  an  indelicacy  ofiered  to  the  understandings  of  the 
body  to  whom  this  report  is  addressed,  as  it  might  seem, 
to  distrust  them.  B  ut  from  the  interesting  nature  of  the 
subject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  a  single  observation.  * 

Politicians  have  generally  agreed  that  rivers  unite 
the  interests  and  promote  the  friendship  of  those  who 
inhabit  their  banks ;  while  mountains,  on  the  contrary, 
tend  to  the  disunion  and  estrangement  of  those  who 
are  separated  by  their  intervention.  In  the  present  case, 
to  make  the  crooked  ways  straight,  and  the  rough  ways 
smooth,  will,  in  efiect,  remove  the  intervening  moun- 
tains, and  by  fieicilitating  the  intercourse  of  our  Western 
brethren  with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  substantially  unite 
them  in  interest,  which,  the  committee  believe,  is  the 
most  effectual  cement  of  union  applicable  to  the  human 
race. 

Mr,  TracV,  also,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  oat 
and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration : 

JReaohedf  That  one  or  more  land  ofilces  be  opened 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  on  which 
the  Indian  title  shall  have  been  extinguished,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee. 

Resolved,  That  CommisBioners  be  appointed,  with 
ample  powers,  to  settle  all  disputes  relative  to  the  lands 
ceded  by  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
quiet  all  claims,  agreeable  to  the  conditions  of  the 
cession. 

Resolved,  After  satisfying  all  just  claims,  and  the  ex- 
penses incident  thereto,  that  one part  of  all  the 

public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  within  the 
limits  afi>resaid,  ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of 

a  college  or  university  in  said  State,  forever ;  one 

part  for  the  use  of  sdiools  for  the  instruction  of  child- 
ren, forever;  and  five  per  cent  on  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  landai  for  the  puxpoaa  of  making 


roads ;  Provided,  The  State  of  North  Carolina  shall 
consent  to  the  appropriation  aforesaid. 
On  motion  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  20. 

John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  at- 
tended. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  provision  for 
persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
during^  the  Revolutionary  war,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson, 
Tracy,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refu^^ees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Brauley, 
Balowin,  and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary« 
land,  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  r^ulatin^  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second 
section  thereof;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  €k)vernment'of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States, 
by  virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  18th  instant, 
Mr.  LiOQAN  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
tJoited  States  of  America  and  the  French  ibland 
of  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress had  been  called  to  this  subject  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  following 
words : 

"  While  noticing  the  irregularities  committed  on  the 
ocean  by  others,  dioae  on  our  own  part  should  not 
be  omitted,  nor  left  unprovided  for.  Uomplaints  have 
been  receiyed,  that  persons  leddiDg  within  the  United 
States  have  taken  on  themselves  to  arm  merchant  ves- 
sels, and  to  force  a  commerce  into  certain  ports  and 
countries  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  those  countries. 
That  indiriduals  should  undertake  to  wage  private  war, 
independently  of  the  authority  of  their  country,  cannot 
be  permitted  in  a  weU  ordered  society.  Its  tendency 
to  produce  aggreasions  on  the  laws  and  rights  of  other 
nattenfy  and  to  endanger  the  peace  of  our  own,  is  so- 
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olmoiu,  that  I  doubt  not  you  will  adopi  meararw  tot 
ratraming  it  eflectnally  in  latoro.'' 

The  first  complaiot  alluded  to  in  the  Message 
of  the  President,  is  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  by  the  Envoy  of  Great  Briuin, 
dated  on  the  31st  of  August,  1804,  in  which  he 
observes : 

<*  I  have  received  information  respecting  several  ves- 
sels which  have  of  late  been  armed  in,  and  have  sailed 
ftmn  the  difieient  ports  of  the  United  States,  some 
loaded  with  arCides  contraband  of  war»  (gunpowder  is 
said  to  be  the  general  article,)  othars  with  cargoes  of 
innocent  goods,  and  others  again  in  ballast.  After  the 
diligent  inquiry  which  it  has  been  my  daty  to  make  on 
so  important  a  subject,  I  think  that  I  can  have  the 
honor  of  stating  to  yon  with  certainty,  that  jeveral  ves- 
sels of  the  above  descr^lion,  which  sre  mentioned  to 
be  schooner  rigged,  have  sailed  lately  from  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  whSst  others  of  a  larger  size,  even  uips  of 
considerable  burden,  and  completely  equipped  for  war, 
have  sailed  from  the  port  oC  Philadelphia,  bound  to  the 
possessions  of  His  Majesty's  enemies  in  the  East  as  well 
as  West  Indies.  It  is  said  the  object  of  some  of  these 
equipments  is  to  force  a  trade  with  the  blacks  in  the 
Island  of  St  Domingo,  in  which  attempt  the  public 

Sirints  have  stated  so  circumstantially,  as  to  leave  no 
oubt  on  the  subject,  that  two  American  vessels  have 
been  captured  by  French  cruisers,  after  making  resist- 
ance. But  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
destination  of  others,  particularly  from  the  port  of  Phila* 
delphia,  have  been  with  cargoes  of  contraband  articles  to 
tiie  enemies'  possessions  in  the  Bast  and  West  Indies. 
**  Let  their  destination,  however,  be  what  they  may, 
it  cannot,  I  conceive,  but  be  justly  considered,  that  such 
armaments,  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  a  neutral 
State,  must  be  attended  with  consequenees  prejudicial 
to  a  belligerent  Power,  and  may,  therefore,  be  deemed 
rightly  as  offiansive,  for  which  resson  the  law  of  nations 
hss  stated  one  of  the  first  obligations  of  neutrality  to  be 
that  of  abstaining  from  all  participation  in  warlike  ex- 
peditions. The  armed  vessels  alluded  to,  may  become 
the  property  of  the  King's  enemies  either  by  capture  at 
sea,  or  by  purchase  in  the  ports  to  which  they  are  des- 
tined, and  are  thus  in  readmess  to  be  converted  imme- 
diately into  instruments  of  hostility  against  His  Majesty, 
whilst  in  another  point  of  view  they  are  calculated  to 
protect  the  vessels  when  they  are  loaded  with  con^- 
band  articles,  against  the  lawful  search  and  detention 
of  a  lawfully  commissioned  cruiser,  when  the  latter 
shall  be  of  inferior  force.  Indeed,  I  conceive  that  it 
may  not  be  giving  too  great  an  extent  to  the  principle 
ofthe  law  of  nations,  without  attending  to  the  nature 
of  the  cargo,  to  consider  the  very  arms,  ammunition, 
and  other  implements  of  war,  with  which  such  vessels 
are  furnished  as  contraband  articles,  when  the  vessels 
have  been  thus  equipped  without  the  authority  of  the 
nation  to  which  they  belong. 

«<  I  understand,  sir,  that  the  armanenU  in  question 
have  in  fkct  taken  place  under  no  commission  or 
authority  whatever  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
SUtes.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  have  the 
honor  of  makmg  you  acquainted  with  the  inlbrmation 
that  has  reached  me  on  this  suliject,  and  if  the  obser- 
vations which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  upon  it 
should  happily  be  conformable  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
American  Government,  I  can  safoly  trust  to  their 
justice,  as  well  as  to  their  jealousy  of  observing  the 
BKMt  strict  neutrality  in  the  present  war,  to  take  such 
iBBasiini  as  shall  appev  to  than  Uw  most  prapar  fox 


soppresBBg  the  illegal  proceedings  eomphiacd  of  os 
the  psit  of  Uiose  individQals,  citiaens  ofthe  United  Statei. 
who  shall  appear  to  be  eoneemad  in  them." 

Id  a  letter  from  the  Char^^  des  Affaires  of  Prance 
dated  the  7th  of  May,  1804,  and  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  he  observes: 

"  The  undersigned  is  informed,  in  a  manner  whid 
leaves  him  no  room  to  doubt  it,  that  the  American  met- 
chants,  who  pursue  tiiis  commerce  (meaning  the  com- 
merce with  St.  Domingo)  publicly  .arm,  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  vesseb  which  are  intended  to  snp> 
port  by  force  a  traffic  contrary  to  the  law  of  natioDi. 
and  to  repel  the  effiirts  which  the  cruisers  of  the  French 
Republic  are  authorized  to  make  in  order  to  prerent  it 
These  armaments  have  also  for  their  olnect  to  cover  the 
conveyance  of  munitions  to  the  revolted  of  that  colooj. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  these  facts,  which  are  public ;  the  consequences 
thereof  have  already  been  manifested  in  the  W^est  In- 
dies, where  the  public  papers  advise  that  there  have 
been  actions  between  the  French  cruisers  and  Ameri- 
can vessels  carrying  on  this  commerce.  In  considering 
the  matter  merely  under  the  view  ofthe  law  of  natiom; 
it  is  manifest  that  American  citizens,  under  the  very 
eyes  of  their  Government,  carry  on  a  private  and  pirati- 
cal war  against  a  Power  with  which  the  United  Statei 
are  at  peace.  The  undersigned  would  be  wanting  ic 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  vindicate,  under  such  circum* 
stances,  the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  Goveininent. 
which  are  openly  injured,  and  if  he  did  not  call  tbf 
attention  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  disagreeable  reflectioa 
which  the  French  Government  would  have  a  right  to 
make,  if  the  silence  of  the  local  authorities  respecting 
acts  of  this  nature  should  be  imitated  by  the  Govern- 
ment ofthe  United  States." 


<*  The  French  Government  certainly  could  not 
without  a  profound  regret,  that  after  having  given  to 
the  United  States  the  most  marked  proofs  of  the  desire 
to  place  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  nations  upon 
the  most  immoveable  foundations,  by  abandoning  na- 
tional interests  which  might  have  eventually  produced 
collisions,  individual  interest  should  now  be  permitted 
to  compromit  this  good  understanding.  Its  regret 
would  be  still  much  greater,  if,  when  the  dignity  and 
safety  of  France  are  openly  injured  in  the  United 
States,  by  their  citizens,  the  American  Government 
should  preserve,  respecting  these  violations,  a  silence 
which  would  appear  to  offer  an  excuse,  and  even  a 
sort  of  encouragement,  to  all  the  excesses  which  cu- 
pidity may  attempt  Besides,  that  the  peace  of  the 
two  nations  cannot  but  be  seriously  compromitted  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  individuals,  and  by  the  reprisals 
to  which  they  must  necessarily  lead,  this  state  of  things 
would  iuMUbly  tend  to  diminish  the  amicable  dispo- 
sition which  the  two  Governments  wish  to  cultivate." 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  the  commerce  as  carried 
on  bv  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  is  not  only 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  the  United 
States  as  an  iodepeodent  nation  is  bound  to  obey^ 
but  is  in  direct  violation  of  a  treats  made  in  1800, 
between  the  United  States  and  France:  a  treaty 
on  the  most  liberal  principles  as  to  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  and  highly  advantageous  and  honorable 
to  both  nations. 

To  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  a  law  was 
enacted  during  the  last  session  of  Googreas  to  reffo- 
htte  the  elearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels ;  this 
act  haa  operated  as  a  deception,  as,  since  the  pnbU- 
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cation  of  the  law,  the  trade  with  St.  Domingo  has 
been  carried  on  to  as  great  if  not  greater  extent 
than  formerly.  The  only  merit  m  the  arming 
law,  isj  that  in  a  national  view  it  removes  the  res- 
ponsibility from  the  individoal  who  may  be  en- 
j;a^ed  in  the  trade,  to  the  OoTernment  by  which 
It  IS  authorized. 

Whilst  we  are  anxious  to  have  our  own  na- 
tional rights  respected,  is  it  honorable  to  violate 
the  rights  of  a  friendly  Power  with  whom  we  are 
at  peace?  or  is  it  sound  policy  to  cherish  the 
black  population  of  Sl  Domingo  whilst  we  have 
a  simuar  population  in  our  Southern  Stat^  in 
which  should  an  insurrection  take  place,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  render 
effectual  aid  to  our  fellow-citizens  in  that  part  of 
the  Union  ?  •  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  observing  that 
in  bringing  forward  the  bill  under  consideratioO| 
lie  was  not  influenced  by  views  of  friendship  to- 
wards England  or  France,  but  to  preserve  the  im- 
tnediate  honor  and  future  peace  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Adams. — Mr.  President:  Had  the  gentle- 
man who  asks  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  assigned 
any  new  reasons  as  the  foundation  of  his  motion, 
whatever  my  opinion  mi^ht  have  been  upon  their 
merits,  I  should  not  think  it  proper  to  combat  them 
at  this  time;  but  the  object  of  the^ill  is  so  simple, 
that  its  details  are  immaterial.  Its  purpose  is  to- 
tally to  prohibit  a  branch  of  our  commerce,  which 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  was  proved 
to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  country.  Unless, 
therefore,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  should  be  of 
opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  present  is  the  stage  at  which  it  ought 
to  be  arrested :  since  the  mere  discussion  of  the 
question,  and  pendency  of  the  measure  before  Con* 
gress,  may  have  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the 
commercial  interest,  or  at  least  injuriously  affect 
individual  merchants,  in  the  course  of  their  affairs. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  member  upon  this 
floor,  and  to  the  public  in  general,  that  tne  same 
gentleman  who  now  wishes  to  introduce  this  bill, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  made  a  motion 
for  leave  to  l)ring  it  in  at  that  time,  which  was  re- 
jected ;  and  I  expected  that  on  its  renewal  at  this 
time  he  would  have  alleged  some  new  grounds 
for  the  measure ;  but  in  this  expectation  I  have 
been  disappointed.  He  tells  us,  indeed,  that  unless 
we  do  prohibit  this  commerce  it  will  inevitably 
lead  us  into  a  war  with  the  French  Republic.  I 
have  certainly  no  more  disposition  than  any  gen- 
tleman hereto  be  at  war  with  the  French  Repub- 
lic ;  but,  excepting  that  gentleman's  assertion,  (to 
which  I  am  willigg  to  give  all  the  credit  which  it 
can  be  entitled  to,)  what  particle  of  evidence  have 
we  that  the  St.  Domingo  trade  will  expose  us  to 
any  such  danger  ?  What  evidence  has  the  gentle- 
man himself  alleged  in  support  of  his  assertion  1 
Why,  sir,  he  has  read  to  us  a  part  of  the  President's 
Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  a  correspondence  between  the  British 
and  French  Ministers,  and  the  Secretary  of  Sute, 
six  or  nine  months  previous  to  that  time,  and  com- 
plaining that  some  of  our  merchant  vessels  were 
armed.    It  is  sorely  needless  for  me  to  mention 


in  this  House  that  in  consequence  oi  that  very 
passage  in  the  President's  Message  of  la^yt  year,  and 
of  those  very  complaints  of  those  foreign  Ministers, 
a  bill  did  actually  pass  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
after  a  long  and  ample  discussion  of  the  subject; 
which  bill  was  intended  to  remove  those  causes  of 
complaint,  and  is  now  in  force.  This  bill  I  have 
understood  was  satisfactory  on  all  hands,  and  it 
has  been  within  a  very  few  days  declared  by  a 
member  of  this  body,  to  his  place,  to  have  given 
satisfaction  to  the  French  Government  in  partic- 
ular, nor  has  that  information  been  contradicted. 
This  cohclusioo  indeed  may  be  inferred  from  the 
tenorof  the  President's  com  man  ieation  to  Congress 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session.  If 
any  intimation  of  comjDlaint^  from  foreign  Pow- 
ers relative  to  this  subiect,  is  contained  in  this 
message,  it  has  escaped  my  attention,  and  I  can 
indeed  safely  affirm  there  is  none.  And  is  not  this 
silence  itself,  a  sti^ong,  an  irresistible  proof  that  no 
such  complaints  have  been  made,  out  that  the 
measures  adopted  by  Congress  at  the  last  session 
have  been  satisfactory  ?  Believing  it  as  I  do,  and 
that  no  needless  interference  of  tl^  Government 
with  the  regular  course  of  commercial  transactions 
ought  ever  to  be  countenanced,  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Looan)  will  not 
have  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 
'  Mr.  Jackbon  seconded  Mr.  Logan's  motion,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  AoABia  said,  that  he  wished  Mr. 
Logan  to  make  it  an  annual  motion,  as  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  had,  in  the  Parliament  of  England,  to  reduce 
septennial  Parliaments,  but  with  mure  effect,  until 
the  trade  so  higbly  dishonorable  to  national  char- 
acter was  annihilated.  As  to  Mr.  Adams's  obser* 
vations  that  the  bill  was  not  allowed  to  be  brought 
in  last  session,  and  that  he  had  heard  no  new  ar- 
guments, he  would  answer  the  gentleman  by  asking 
what  new  arguments  had  been  advanced  on  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves,  when 
leave  was  given  two  days  since  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
and  the  same  arguments  bad  been  rung  in  our  ears 
by  Quakers  and  others,ever  since  the  Constitution 
had  been  in  operation,  and  not  a  new  one  had  been 
produced.  He  said  that  the  day  would  come  when 
this  dishonorable  traffic  would  be  rued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  that  day  must  arrive  when  a  general 
peace  would  take  place,  when  the  present  hostil- 
ities must  cease  \  that  it  must  and  would  then  be- 
come the  interest  of  every  nation  of  Europe^  having 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  to  extirpate  this  horde 
or  ship  them  off  to  some  other  place.  That  the 
United  Slates,  by  affording  them  succor,  arms,  am- 
munition, and  provisions,  must  be  considered  by 
^bem  as  tneir  allies — their  supporters  and  their  pro- 
tectors. That  he  believed  the  United  States  would 
be  viewed  in  this  light  by  the  French  Cbvern- 
ment  and  by  themselves,  and  that  they  would  de- 
mand and  expect  us  to  grant  them  an  asylum  as 
allies  and  protectors,  and  send  them  to  our  coast. 
This  was  no  novelty,  and  he  had  received  infor- 
mation from  a  late  celebrated  French  General, 
given  in  a  public  company  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
too  where  he  boarded,  and  the  Gksneral  was  one 
who  dined  there  \  that  arrangements  had  been 
made^  if  General  Le  Clerc  had  been  victorioui,  to 
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sead  those  brigands  to  the  Southern  States.  This 
was  a  melancholy  subject  for  Sooth  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  one  of  those  brigands  introduced  into 
the  Southern  States  was  worse  than  an  hundred 
importations  of  blacks  from  Africa,  and  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S..  Smith. — Mr.  President:  Had  the  honor- 
able mover  produced  any  new  document,  or  given 
iis  any  new  mformation,  I  certainly  should  nave 
given  my  vote  that  he  should  have  the  leave  re- 
quired i  or  had  the  Senate  been  composed  of  the 
same  members  as  those  of  the  last  year,  J  should 
have  contented  myself  by  giving  a  silent  vote  on 
theqaestion.  An  addition  being  made  to  the  Senate 
of  several  new  members,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  state,  that  this  subject  was  at  the  last  session 
presented  to  the  view  of  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
dent. A  bill  was  predicated  thereon,  and  after 
^eat  consideration  and  lengthy  discussion  passed 
into  a  law.  Has  the  mover  produced  to  the  Sen- 
ate any  document  to  show  that  France  is  not 
satisfied  with  what  has  been  done?  Does  the 
gentleman  know  that  any  new  complaint  has 
been  made?  I  know  of  none,  and  I,  therefore, 
think  it  fair  to  presume  that  France  has  been  fully 
satisfied  with  the  law  already  passed.  The  gen- 
tleman has  said  that  both  the  French  and  British 
Ministers  have  considered  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo 
as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  see  nothing 
of  the  kind  in  the  note  from  the  British  Minister. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  British  being  disposed 
to  interdict  that  branch  of  trade  as  they  have 
done  almost  all  our  other  most  lucrative  com- 
merce. Had  the  gentleman  brought  forward  a 
bill  to  interdict  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  he 
might  have  produced  manv  more  reasons  in  its 
support  than  he  has  been  pleased  to  offer  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  proposed.  But  what  is  this  law  of 
nations?  Is  it  the  written  law,  or  that  law  as- 
sumed bv  nations  who  have  the  most  power?  If 
the  gentlemen  mean  the  written  law,  I  must  be- 
lieve that  they  are  mistaken.  I  have  somewhere 
read,  that  when  a  part  of  a  State  separates  itself, 
and  is  capable  of  supporting  that  separation,  forms 
for  itself  a  government,  and  fully  conducts  its 
own  affairs,  that  other  nations  do  not  infringe 
this  law  by  trading  or  commencing  a  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  such  part. 

We  are  told  that  a  celebrated  French  General 
since  herd  has  said,  that  had  General  Le  Cierc 
succeeded,  he  meant  to  have  landed  all  the  blacks 
of  St.  Domingo  on  our  southern  shores.  This 
may  be — but,  sir,  ii  is  not  probable.  If  such,  how- 
ever, had  been  his  intention,  it  could  not  have 
arisen  from  resentment  on  account  of  our  com- 
merce, for  we  had  been  of  the  greatest  utility  to  him 
and  his  army,  and  had  then  carried  on  no  com- 
merce that  was  not  fully  sanctioned  by  France. 
Nay,  I  might  say,  that  owing  to  the  supplies  from 
the  United  States,  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo 
had  been  preserved  to  the  mother  country  until 
the  arrival  of  General  Le  Clerc.  Unless,  Mr. 
President,  the  honorable  mover  shall  produce 
some  new  information.  I  shall  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  voting  against  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL,  in  a  speech  of  considerable 


length  and  detail,  seated  his  objections  to  giring 
leave. 

He  complimented  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  purity  of  his  motives  inbrirfgingforward  the 
present  motion.  But  he  could  not  refrain  from 
an  expression  of  his  surprise,  and  even  his  regret, 
that  the  subject  had  been  moved  again  in  the 
Senate. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  whole 
of  the  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo  bad  under- 
gone a  full  investigation.  While  the  bill  regula- 
ting the  clearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels  was 
under  discussion,  that  part  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce had  been  minutely  examined.  It  would 
be  remembered  that  the  bill  had  been  committed; 
recommitted,  amended,  and  modified,  with  the 
utmost  labor  and  skill.  Besides  the  talents  which 
the  Senate  afforded,  all  the  sources  of  Executive 
information  had  been  drained,  to  aid  their  re- 
searches. And  the  letters  or  the  British  and 
French  Ministers,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
our  merchants  in  forcing  this  trade,  were  opened 
to  our  view.  The  crude  material  of  the  bill  had 
been  hammered  at  and  worked  upon  so  elaborate- 
ly, at  to  have  as  last  received  the  complete  burnish 
of  a  law.  With  all  the  knowledge  tnat  could  be 
derived  from  so  many  quarters,  the  bill  was  at 
length  passed  t^  check  the  violence  of  out  navi- 
gators, and  to  restrain  the  adventurous  zeal  of 
our  merchants.  The  provisions  of  this  law,  were 
such  as  it  was  deemed  just  and  proper  that  a 
neutral  nation  should  take.  And  this  was  a  lib- 
eral condescension  to  the  wishes  of  the  two  great 
maritime  and  belligerent  Powers,  without  forget- 
ting the  respect  that  we  owed  to  our  own.  With 
both  these  ne  wished  to  cultivate  peace  and  good 
understanding;  but  to  neither  of  them  would  he 
consent  to  yield  any  portion  of  our  neutral  and 
national  rights. 

The  difficulties  exhibited  in  the  ministerial 
correspondence,  Mr.  M.  said  were  thus  removed. 
With  a  promptitude  that  deserved  to  be  admired, 
Congress  interposed  its  authority,  for  the  purpose 
at  once  of  doing  justice  to  our  neighbors,  regula- 
ting our  commerce,  and  tranquilizing  the  Mexi- 
can seas.  With  these  salutary  provisions,  he  be- 
lieved the  two  complaining  nations  had  been 
satisfied.  At  least  we  had  done  so  much  that  they 
ought  in  all  reason  to  be  content.  Congress  had 
already  manifested  a  due  regard  to  all  that  France 
and  Great  Britain  had  offered  upon  the  branch 
of  West  Indian  commerce,  and  in  the  true  spirit 
of  good  neighborhood,  and  correct  principle,  had 
m(^ified  and  restricted  the  intercourse  with  Hay ti. 
And  so  fully  did  the  Europeans  seem  to  acauiesce 
in  our  conduct,  that  he  had  not  heard  any  further 
remonstrances  made  by  either  of  them  about  it. 
He  thought  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  very  much  in  point. 
Under  a  conviction  that  we  had  done  as  much  as 
public  faith  and  national  honor  required,  he  had 
eiven  his  vote  against  the  introduction  of  a  simi- 
lar bill  during  the  last  session.  Nothing  had  oc- 
curred from  that  time  to  this  day,  to  alter  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  oY  to  make  it  necessary 
for  him  to  change  his  conduct.    He  thought  now, 
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as  he  did  then,  that  there  was  danger  of  overact- 
ing our  part  aod  of  doing  too  much;  of  being  good 
to  our  neighborSf  to  such  a  degree,  and  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  be  yery  cruel  to  ourselves. 

After  all  this  condescension  on  our  part,  after 
inquiring  into  the  alleged  misconduct  of  our 
people,  and  taking  immediate  measures  to  prevent 
the  repetition,  and  after  having  done  all  we  politi- 
cally could  of  that  we  honoratnly  ought,  the  sub- 
ject is  once  more  introduced  to  the  Senate.  It 
comes  now,  not  from  the  Executive  Department, 
not  from  the  cabinets  of  the  nations  concerned, 
nor  from  the  recommendation  of  a  Senatorial 
committee,  but  from  the  suggestions  of  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  our  own  body. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States,  he  said, 
was  an  astonishing  spectacle.  It  reached  from 
Arctic  to  Antarctic,  and  was  coextensive  with  the 
circumference  of  the  globe.  Most  of  the  inhabit- 
ed countries  of  the  earth  were  visited  by  our  nav- 
igators, and  the  striped  flag  of  the  Union  fluttered 
in  the  remotest  hatbors.  Our  countrymen  have 
made  material  additions  to  the  science  of  geogra- 
phy. They  have  found  markets  unknown  to  com- 
mercial men  before.  They  have  derived  cargoes 
from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  and  laid  the  cod,  the 
seal,  and  the  whale,  under  contribution.  They 
have  exported  the  productions  of  their  own  happy 
country,  so  fertile  in  the  articles  which  sustain 
and  cherish  life,  to  all  places  where  they  were 
wanted,  and  brought  home  the  crude  materials  or 
the  manufactures  of  those  regions  in  return.  By 
an  energy  and  enterprise  unexampled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  human  ypecies,  they  have  excited  the 
jealousy  of  foreigners,  who  are  not  only  behind 
them  in  mercantile  exertion,  but  who  cannot 
weigh  an  anchor  or  reef  a  topsail  eaual  to  them. 

Such  was  our  situation-^peaceful,  industrious, 
and  desirous  of  measuring  out  liberal  justice  to 
all  our  neighbors.  But  this  was  no  protection 
against  commercial  rivalship.  Emulation  and 
competition  existed  in  all  callings  and  professions. 
Mercantile  jealousy  had  been  alarmed  by  it.  Ex- 
perience had  shown  to  the  most  active  of  them 
that  they  were  unsuccessful  competitors.  What 
was  the  consequence  ?  They  had  endeavored  to 
interrupt  by  force  or  stratagem,  that  predominant 
trade  which  they  could  not  outdo  or  equal  by  fair 
means.  In  the  havens  of  Britain  the  port  charges 
were  of  the  most  exorbitant  kind.  The  money 
paid  by  us  for  passing  their  light-houses  was  ex- 
cessive. The  fees  for  performing  quarantine  were 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  good  expected,  or  ser- 
vice done.  Convoy  duties  were  also  frequently 
exacted  j  and  tEe  custom-houses  collected  a  higher 
rate  of  charge  upon  merchandise  exported  to  the 
United  States  than  to  any  part  of  Europe.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  cruisers  of  that  nation  had 
made  the  most  ungenerous  abuse  of  the  power  of 
searching  uur  vessels.  They  had  taken  out  and 
impressed  into  their  service  emigrants  coming  to 
our  country.  They  had  violently  drawn  mto 
their  service  our  seamen,  natives  of  our  land. 
Naturalized  foreigners  had  not  been  spared.  Our 
neutrality  had  been  violated  by  their  forcing  our 
impressed  citizens  to  fight  against  the  political 
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friends  of  their  country.  Our  ships  had  been  fre- 
quently detained  and  spoiled  on  the  high  seas ; 
and  their  officers  and  crews  grossly  insulted.  Ves- 
sels bearing  the  variegated  stripes  and  constellated 
stars  of  our  Union  had  been  sent  to  distant  Brit- 
ish ports  for  adjudication.  Cargoes  had  been  con- 
demned under  the  most  arbitrary  oretexts,  and 
our  merchants  and  underwriters,  by  the  process  of 
an  ex  parte  trial,  stripped  of  their  property.  Out 
ports  had  been  blockaded.  The  public  authority 
m  our  very  harbors  had  been  defied,  and  the  arm- 
ed vessels  of  the  nation  had  been  fired  at.  And, 
to  crown  the  whole,  the  same  nation,  instigated 
by  the  like  jealous  and  invidious  considerations, 
seem  bent  upon  prohibiting  our  carrying  trade  in 
colonial  produce,  and  resolved  to  reduce  us  once 
more  to  the  dependence  of  provinces. 

Are  we,  sir,  already  come  to  this?  You  [the 
Vice  President,  Mr.  Ulinton,  was  in  the  Chair] 
well  remember  the  efiects  wrought  by  the  injuri- 
ous proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament  in  1774. 
You  bore  a  noble  and  manly  part  in  the  strus^les 
of  freemen  against  oppression  at  that  day.  Thirty 
years  ago,  you  and  your  patriotic  associates  could 
form  a  general  non-importation  agreement,  and, 
despising  the  luxuries  of  the  mother  country,  and 
superior  to  her  prowess,  you,  spirits  of  freedom, 
achieved  our  glorious  Revolution.  If  the  case 
requires  it,  may  we  not  do  this  again  ?  If  we  must 
curtail  our  commerce  by  our  own  statutes,  it  is 
certainly  a  better  policy  to  retaliate  upon  an  ad- 
versary in  that  way,  than  to  abandon  to  her,  as 
the  proposed  bill  contemplates,  a  lucrative  portion 
of  our  trade.  Surely,  laboring  as  we  do,  under 
all  these  embarrassments,  a  proposition  for  lessen- 
ing our  navigation  and  forbidding  our  ships  to 
frequent  the  open  ocean,  would  hardly  have  been 
expected  from  one  of  our  own  body. 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  1  think  the  St. 
Domingo  commerce  is  no  great  thing  in  itself. 
We  might  do  exceedingly  well  without  it ;  and  I 
am  very  far  from  approving  the  means  by  which 
it  has  been  carried  on ;  but  I  dislike  the  idea  of 
forbidding  it,  at  the  mandate  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Like  our  Revolutionary  patriots,  let  us  put  our 
foot  here,  and  hence  reiuse  to  bud^e.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  legislate  at  the  nod  or  bidding  of  any  na- 
tion. I  hope  we  understand  our  business  better 
than  to  register  edicts  for  them ;  while  we  pay 
due  respect  to  others,  it  becomes  us  also  to  respect 
ourselves.  The  precedent  is  a  dangerous  one.  If 
we  agree  to  interdict  this  intercourse,  we  may,  at 
the  next  session,  be  informed  that  we  ought  to 
withdraw  from  some  other  important  port  or  re- 
gion. When  we  are  found  to  be  so  complying  to 
one  nation,  we  shall  be  subjected  to  a  like  request 
or  menace  from  another^  until,  sir,  our  flag  shall 
be  furled  in  one  foreign  port  after  another,  and 
nothing  be  left  us  but  the  coasting  trade  at  home. 
The  sad  consequences  have  been  ably  portrayed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Samuel 
Smith.) 

There  was  another  reason  evincing  the  unsea- 
sonableness  of  the  proposition  at  the  present  time. 
This  was  a  disastrous  and  eventful  era  of  our 
commerce.    The  merchants  in  every  seaport  of 
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the  nation  were  assembling  to  consider  their  losses 
from  the  rapacity  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  It 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  the  statements  that 
such  a  practical  class  of  men  should  make.  Our 
juds^ments  would  be  aided  by  the  facts  which 
their  memorials  would  contain. 

Mr.  M.  then  considered  the  prohibition  in  the 
Constitution  on  Congress  as  to  the  laying  of  ex- 
port duties,  and  said  that  the  exportation  of  our 
domestic  productions,  so  necessary  to  our  country, 
and  so  cautiously  guarded,  ought  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  any  spontaneous  regulations  of  our  own. 
He  was  an  advocate  for  the  mare  liberum.  He 
wished  a  wide  and  open  market  for  the  beef,  pork, 
fish,  flour,  rice,  and  cotton,  of  the  country^. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  operation  which  a  re- 
strained commerce  would  have  upon  agriculture. 
With  the  ceasing  of  exports,  this  great  spring  to 
the  planter's  and  grazier's  industry  is  at  once  taken 
away ;  the  plough  would  stop;  and  it  would  be 
melancholy  to  see  the  fair  and  enchanting  face  of 
our  count rv  degenerate  to  the  savage  state,  and 
yield  naugnt  but  the  unthrifty 'crop  of  weeds  and 
brambles. 

Turning,  then,  to  ship-building  and  its  cluster 
of  attendant  trades  and  arts,  he  feared  that  it 
would  fall  into  neglect.  That  employment  which 
gives,  perhaps,  the  grandest  idea  of  the  skill  of 
man,  would  be  discontinued,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  our  seaports  be  forced  back  to  the  country  to 
keep  them  from  starving. 

Nor  was  this  revenue  to  be  omitted  in  the  enu- 
meration. As  far  as  the  imports  from  Hayti  are 
consumed  by  our  citizens,  so  far  the  revenue  is 
aided;  and,  if  exported  under  drawback,  the  car- 
rying trade  is  helped  by  the  transportation,  and  the 
return  cargo,  whether  of  brandy,  wines,  hardware, 
or  dry  goods,  may  be  expected  to  afford  an  ad  va- 
lorem or  specific  contribution  to  the  Treasury. 

A  word  or  two  concerning  the  situation  of 
France  in  this  affair,  he  should  beg  leave  to  offer. 
The  coffee  and  sugar  of  that  productive  island 
had  reached  the  ports  of  that  empire  in  American 
bottoms.  And,  in  return,  the  productions  and 
manufactures  of  France  had  been  carried  by  the 
same  conveyance  to  the  revolted  colony  of  black 
freemen.  It  was  presumable  such  an  intercourse 
would  give  to  France  several  of  the  benefits  of  a 
direct  commerce.  And,  ks  our  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion had  yielded  to  her  the  sovereignty,  he  did  not 
think  that,  in  the  exciting  intermediate  state  be- 
tween rebellion  and  revolution  among  the  Hay- 
tians  France  had  any  just  cause  of  displeasure 
against  us.  If  she  had,  the  numberless  captures 
and  depredations  done  under  her  fla^,  must  have 
given  her  the  most  ample  satisfaction.  Under 
these  impressions,  he  judged  it  neither  politic  nor 
necessary  to  legislate  furtner  on  the  subject,  and 
should,  consequently,  say  No  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLRousE  said,  he  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  because  he  con- 
fidently expected  there  would  be  a  great  majority 
of  the  Senate  opposed  to  giving  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill,  for  he  considered  the  measure  not  only  as 
improper,  but  as  ill-timed. 


We  are  informed,  by  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  the  documents  be- 
fore us,  that  depredations  are  made  on  our  com- 
merce on  all  quarters,  and  our  citizens  not  onlr 
robbed  of  their  property,  but  in  some  instances 
subjected  to  personal  insult  and  injury;  it  is  alsc 
well  known  that  Congress  have  received  confi- 
dential communications  from  the  President,  ani 
are  deliberating  with  closed  doors.  The  geneni 
expectation  is  that  something  energetic  and  spirited 
will  be  done  in  defence  of  our  neutral  rights  ao^ 
national  honor.  How  great  will  be  the  surprise 
if  the  first  step  taken  by  the  Senate  of  the  Unitee 
States  is  found  to  be  a  farther  restriction,  or  a  ton 
prohibition,  of  a  lawful  and  lucrative  branch  a 
our  commerce?  As  to  restricting  or  prohibiting 
this  trade  to  St.  Domingo  (which  no  gentlemaD 
has  produced  a  single  authority  from  the  law  of 
nations  to  prove  to  be  unlawful)  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  our  citizens  from  the  personal  insulu 
and  injuries  to  which  they  are  exposed  in  the 
West  Indies,  he  could  not  approve  it;  a  more 
proper  and  dignified  course  he  thought  would  be 
to  send  armed  ships  into  those  seas,  to  capture  or 
demolish  those  bucaniers  and  pirates,  who  rob  os 
of  our  property,  and  insult  and  murder  our  citi- 
zens. They  are  a  banditti  whom  no  nation  wL 
own,  or  admit,  to  be  acting  under  their  authority, 
though  sailing  under  their  flag,  and  whom  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  such  nation  to  restrain. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  told  us  thii 
the  conflict  in  St.  Domingo  is  that  of  masters  at- 
tempting to  reclaim  their  slaves,  and  that  if  the 
United  States  suffer  the  trade  to  be  carried  ob, 
we  shall  be  considered  as  aiding  and  upholding 
those  slaves,  and  give  offence  to  France.  And 
that  when  peace  shall  take  place  in  Europe,  the 
French  will  transport  those  negroes  by  thousands 
to  the  shores  of  South  Carolina  and  Greorgia,  to 
the  endangering  the  lives  of  the  citizens  of  those 
States.  This  Mr.  H.  considered  as  a  bugbear,  witk 
which  we  ought  not  to  be  frightened,  for,  as  to 
the  warfare  in  St.  Domingo  l«ing  a  mere  con- 
flict between  master  and  slave,  it  will  be  well  n- 
membered  that  the  French  Republic  long  ago 
liberated  all  the  slaves  in  that  island,  and  declared 
them  free.  As  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sute> 
carrying  arms  and  military  stores  to  the  enemies 
of  France,  the  law  of  nations  has  declared  the 
penalty,  which  is  a  forfeiture  of  the  property,  and 
the  United  States  can  in  no  way  be  implicated 
thereby.  And  as  to  France  landing  those  negroes 
on  our  shores,  he  said  there  was  power,  and  he 
believed  there  would  be  found  a  disposition  in  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  repel  such  an  insuh; 
for  if  We  cannot  prevent  France  or  any  other 
Power  from  invading  our  territory  and  insult  in; 
our  national  honor,  by  landing  their  outcasts  upoo 
our  shores,  we  shall  no  longer  deserve  the  name 
of  an  independent  nation. 

Mr.  JacksoN|  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
MiTCHiLL,  confessed  he  had  seen  no  official  doco* 
ment,  other  thin  what  the  honorable  mover  had 
read,  but  he  had  seen  at  Newcastle,  in  Delaware, 
a  whole  fleet  bound  to  St.  Domingo,  to  force  a 
trade  which  even  captains  of  vessels,  true  Ameri- 
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cans,  cried  sharae  on.    That  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  called  out,  why  had  not  the  mover 
brought  forward  a  resolution  against  Britain  or 
some  other  Power  who  had  committed  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce !    Mr.  J.  said  he  wished 
to  begin  here,  by  preventing  our  own  merchants 
from  doing  injury  to  other  nations,  and  then  to 
strike  at  those  who  insulted  us.    He  for  himself 
was  prepared  and  willing  to  attack  the  first  Power 
who  had  insulted  us  with  far  more  superior  weap- 
ons than  arming  our  ships.    He  was  an  agricul- 
tural man,  and  would  suffer  with  the  flour  makers ; 
but  he  would  call  on  the  honorable  gentleman 
either  from  Maryland,  from  New  York,  from 
Massachusetts,  or  Connecticut,  to  strike  at  Great 
Britain  or  any  other  nation  who  had  injured  us, 
by  a  resolution  of  prohibition  of  trade  or  inter- 
course, and  he  was  the  man  who  would  second  it 
and  keep  it  on  till  the  injuring  nation  should  cry 
peccavi — keep  it  on  one  twelvemonth,  and  you 
would  see  them  all  at  your  feet.    Look  at  the 
Legislature  of  Jamaica  petitioning  their  Governor 
from  time  to  time  for  American  intercourse.  Look 
at  Trinidad,  the  same,  in  a  state  of  famine.    Sir, 
we  have  no  favors  to  ask  the  nations  of  the  earth ; 
they  must  ask  them  of  us,  or  their  West  India 
colonies  must  starve. 

That  however,  with  respect  to  documents,  he 
would  inform  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that 
he  had  seen,  though  not  official,  a  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Ferrand,  Governor  of  St.  Domingo,  and  which 
was  published  in  all  the  principal  newspapers  of 
the  United  States,  complaining  to  the  French 
Government  on  this  subject,  and  laying  all  the 
blame  to  the  American  Gk)vernment.  if  not  in 
direct,  in  the  most  severe  indirect  terms.  That 
as  to  the  total  separation  of  the  self-created  Em- 
peror and  nation  of  Hayti,  and  its  independence 
of  the  parent  countrv,  and  under  which  gentle- 
men declared  our  rights  of  trade  founded  on  the 
laws  of  nations — the  late  attack  on  that  General 
by  the  Kmperor  proved  it  did  not  exist :  he  was 
defeated,  his  army  scattered  and  driven  to  the 
mountains ;  that  Ferrand  held  the  island  as  French 
Governor  for  the  French  nation,  and  the  separa- 
tion was  not  such  as  to  warrant  the  arguments 
used  for  a  right  to  trade.  It  would  be  a  fatal  ar- 
gument used  against  us  as  respected  our  South- 
ern States  by  other  Powers.  On  the  same  grounds, 
a  parcel  of  runaways  and  outcasts  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  some 
hundreds,  now  collected  on  or  near  the  Okefo- 
Lokee  swamp  in  Georgia,  might  be  termed  an  in- 
dependent society ;  or  if  an  insurrection  took  place 
in  those  States,  the  rebellions  horde,  on  creating  an 
emperor,  be  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
as  a  separate  and  independent  nation.  This,  asthe 
honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  been 
pleased  to  term  his  fears  bugbears,  might  be  no 
Dugbear  to  him,  ^afe  and  remote  from  the  scene 
of  action,  near  New  Haven ;  but  it  was  a  serious 
bugbear  to  him.  and  would  be  to  the  whole  south- 
ern conntry,  wnere  the  horrid  scenes  of  that  isl- 
and would  be  reacted,  their  property  destroyed, 
and  their  families  massacred.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  too,  had  been  pleased 


to  term  them  bugbears,  but  had  raised  up  a 
number  of  his  own  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
bill — he  had  drawn  a  most  lamentable  picture  of 
the  state  of  this  country,  if  this  dishonorable 
trade  to  this  small  part  of  the  commercial  world 
was  interdicted.  Commerce  was  to  langui.<ih  and 
agriculture  to  be  annihilated — our  fields  were  to 
grow  up  in  briers  and  thorns,  and  even  verdure 
to  disappear.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  believe  this. 
The  United  States,  if  all  the  Powers  on  earth 
were  opposed  to  us,  had  within  herself  enough  to 
eat,  to  drink,  and  to  clothe  her  citizens ;  this  was 
not  the  case  with  other  Powers.  Not  a  nation  ex- 
isted, which  had  West  India  colonies,  but  was 
more  or  less  dependent  on  us,  and  could  not  do 
without  us — they  must  eome  to  our  terms  or  starve. 
On  with  your  embargo,  and  in  nine  months  they 
must  lay  at  your  feet.  It  was  certain  that  we 
should  suffer  for  that  time,  but  he  was  willing, 
and  he  knew  the  Southern  country  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  it ;  and  at  the  end  of  it  our  fields  would  re- 
sume their  usual  verdure,  and  the  thorns  and  bri- 
ers be  rooted  out. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
told  us  of  the  bloc£ide  of  Cadiz,  and  that  Hispan- 
iola  was  the  only  vent  now  for  our  flour ;  but  he 
believed  even  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  was  not  so 
strict  in  that  respect,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  mentioned ;  he  would  read  a  line  from  Lord 
Mulgrave  to  Mr.  Monroe  on  that  head.  [Here  Mr. 
J.  read  part  of  it,  but  found  it  more  strict  than  he  had 
thought^  and  gave  that  point  up.l  But  Mr.  Presi- ' 
dent,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  Cadiz  the  only  market  in  £u* 
rope  for  our  flour?  From  the  Texel  to  the  Baltic 
and  Mediterranean,  there  are  hundreds  of  ports  at 
which  our  flour  is  vented. 

Mr.  J.  made  a  number  of  other  remarks,  and 
concluded  that  he  thought  the  passage  of  the  bill 
absolutely  necessary,  for  the  honor  and  safety  of 
the  country ;  and  as  to  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived from  a  late  celebrated  French  General,  it 
was  corroborated  by  the  acts  of  Le  Clerc  and 
Rochambeau  themselves.  That  the  most  daring 
brigands  were  forced  by  those  officers  on  board 
American  vessels,  the  captains  of  which  were 
compelled  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  their  own  country.  This 
had  been  a  matter  of  serious  alarm,  not  only  to 
the  Southern  States,  but  to  the  Middle  and  North- 
ern States.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  received,  if  it  was  only  to  inform  merchants- 
trading  to  Hispaniola,  of  the  sense  of  Congress, 
that  the  trade  must  cease;  this  was  the  point  on 
which  the  slave  bill  had  been  received.  That  he 
wished  to  begin  with  this  irade  first,  and  he  be- 
lieved striking  at  that  was  striking  at  the  British, 
for  he  had  been  informed  at  Newcastle  that  the  St. 
Domingo  fleet,  then  there,  was  owned  by  British 
merchants,  and  supplied  from  British  capital,  under 
the  protection  of  our  flag,  which  had  to  bear  all 
the  disgrace  of  this  illicit  traffic. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — I  am  not  concious,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  said,  (as  charged  by  the  honorable 
mover,)  that  the  trade  to  St.  Dotningo  was  the 
only  great,  the  only  important  commerce  of  the 
United  States.    It  was  an  assertion  that  it  was 
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not  possible  I  could  have  made.  I  did,  however,  I 
consider  it  a  branch  of  commerce  highly  import- 
ant to  the  United  Slates,  inasmuch  as  that  island 
does  draw  from  us  all  its  provisions  of  every  kind ; 
its  clothing  and  luxuries:  that  is,  that  halt  a  mil- 
lion of  people  are  almost  exclusively  supplied  l 
with  all  their  wants  by  the  commerce  and  agri-  ' 
culture  of  the  United  States;  and  that  good  rea- 
sons should  be  assigned  before  we  ought  to  be  in- 
duced to  relinquish  so  important  a  branch.  I  did 
state  that  flour,  salted  beef  and  pork,  fish,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  furnished  a  consideraole  portion  of  the 
means  with  which  that  commerce  was  pursued; 
and  that  if  interdicted,  it  would  have  a  serious 
operation  on  the  prices  of  some  of  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Gieorgia  has  supposed  that  there 
would  be  a  sufficient  outlet  for  our  flour  in  the 
ports  between  the  Texel  and  the  Baltic.  Those 
ports,  Mr.  President,  export  wheat;  I  never  knew 
a  barrel  of  flour  shipped  from  the  United  States 
to  either  uf  them — they  are  our  competitors.  Mr. 
President,  we  are  advised  by  the  same  honorable 
gentleman  to  begin  by  interdicting  this  trade,  and 
then  proceed  on  to  those  who  have  oppressed  our 
commerce.  This,  sir,  is  a  curious  mode,  to  begin 
to  interdict  the  trade  to  those  against  whom  the 
United  States  have  no  cause  of  complaint,  that 
we  may  be  justified  in  breaking  our  commercial 
relations  with  those  who  have  oppressed  our  trade 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe^ 

The  honorable  mover  has  said,  let  us  look  at 
our  commerce  and  see  how  it  is  affected.  I  wish 
the  gentleman  had  done  us  that  favor — he  men- 
tioned the  East  Indies,  but  there  he  stopped  short, 
and  left  to  each  of  us  to  look  at  our  commerce  in 
our  own  way,  without  the  promised  benefit  of 
bis  instruction.  I  will,  Mr.  President,  take  leave 
to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  short  view  of  some  of 
its  branches.  That  to  the  East  Indies,  has  been 
conducted  in  two  ways — the  one,  by  exporting 
specie,  and  purchasing  therewith  the  cotton  goods 
of  the  British  dominions;  the  teas,  china,  and  nan- 
keens of  China;  the  sugar,  coffee,  and  pepper,  of 
the  Dutch.  French,  and  native  possessions:  the 
other  moae.  by  shipping  from  Europe  the  goods 
best  suited  for  India,  and  vesting  their  proceeds  in 
the  articles  already  stated,  with  which  our  ships 
proceed  to  some  port  in  Europe,  or  return  home 
direct.  The  most  beneficial  part  of  this  com- 
merce is  now  interdicted  with  Great  Britain. 
•  Her  Kinff  says  (and  his  admiralty  court  obeys) 
that  the  ships  of  the  United  Slates  shall  not  carry 
on  a  trade  in  the  time  of  war  to  the  colony  of  his 
enemies,  not  permitted  by  such  enemy  in  time  of 
peace.  From  this  general  rule,  he  has  (as  he 
says)  as  matter  of  favor  relaxed  at  different  times. 
During  the  last  war,  he  relaxed  so  far  as  to  per- 
mit neutrals  to  carry  from  their  own  country  to 
the  colony  of  his  enem]r,  and  return  direct  to  the 
nation  of  the  neutral  ships,  where  he  insisted  that 
the  cargo  must  be  landed;  but  consented  that  it 
might  be  reshipped  in  the  same  or  any  other  ship 
for  any  port  in  Europe  or  elsewhere.  But  he  ab- 
solutely forbid  us  to  go  with  our  cargoes  from 
India  to  any  other  country  in  Europe  tnan  Great 
Britain. 


He  has,  Mr.  President,  since  the  war,  with- 
drawn a  part  of  that  high  favor;  and  now  the 
ships  of  the  United  States  are  interdicted  by 
Great  Britain  from  proceeding  from  Europe  wiiL 
goods  to  any  part  of  the  East  Indies.  Nay,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  one  of  their  most  learned  doctors  of 
laW)  that  it  would  even  be  dangerous  for  our  ships 
to  proceed  from  Europe  to  the  East  Indies  witi 
specie.  He  has  interdicted  us  from  proceedinc 
from  his  enemies'  colony,  and  from  the  East  Indie 

? generally  even  to  his  own  ports  in  Europe,  o: 
rom  one  port  in  the  East  Indies  to  another;  it 
denies  us  the  liberty  of  exporting  the  articles  iic- 
ported  into  the  United  States  from  his  enemier 
colony  in  the  same  ships  in  which  they  were  import- 
ed, (although  the  same  be  landed  and  the  duties 
paid,)  or  even  in  any  other  ship,  for  account  of  tii« 
person  who  was  the  importer.  From  this  view 
It  will  appear,  that  our  India  trade  is  greatly  re- 
stricted. Thus  it  has  lost  part  of  its  importance. 
An  important  branch  of  our  commerce  was,  m 
time  of  peace,  to  Cadiz,  with  flour,  part  of  'whicii 
flour  was  reshipped  by  a  company  to  Cuba;  tha: 
trade  ceased  with  the  war.  Great  Britain  bloc  kade^ 
Cadiz,  and  condemns  our  ships  that  attempt  to  g^o  ii. 
We  supply  Cuba  with  flour,  rice,  and  sal  ted  meat, 
and  bnng  from  thence  sugar,  molasses,  &c.  Th^' 
trade  Great  Britain  as  yet  permits  (through  her 
ereat  benevolence)  provided  you  go  to  and  come 
from  the  single  port  of  Havana;  but  condeouu 
your  ships  if  they  are  found  coming  from  aay 
other  port  in  the  island.  For  this  pittance  o: 
trade  to  Havana  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  Great 
Britain.  She  may  (agreeably  to  her  law  of  at- 
tions)  deprive  us  of  it  at  any  moment,  and  if  we 
can  judge  of  what  she  will  do,  b)r  what  she  hn 
done,  we  must  expect  she  will  (without  notice) 
cause  all  our  ships  found  trading  with  the  colooy 
of  her  enemy,  to  be  seized — her  courts  will  coih 
demn. 

Great  Britain  has  interdicted  or  molested  odi 
trade  to  St.  Domingo.  It  was  left  for  the  honor- 
able mover  to  propose  to  deprive  his  country  cf 
that  valuable  branch  of  our  commerce,  and  be 
says  it  out  of  compliment  to  what  he  supposes  u* 
be  the  desire  of  France.  He  shows  us  no  docu- 
ment to  induce  us  to  believe  that  nation  would  wis: 
it.  Judging  (as  I  do)  from  what  would  be  thf 
interest  of  France,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
she  will  not  be  obliged  to  the  mover.  It  is  her 
interest  that  Great  Britain  should  not  have  tue 
benefit  of  the  commerce  of  St.  Domingo.  If  we 
interdict  this  trade.  Great  Britain  will  have  the 
whole ;  she  will  have  the  monopoly  which  she 
asked,  and  which  Dessalines  refused  to  give  her; 
and  she  will  then  aid  him  against  Ferrand — block- 
ade the  city  of  St.  Domingo  by  sea,  while  the 
blacks  attack  him  by  land.  General  Ferrand  may 
in  such  case  soon  be  starved  into  submission* 
The  supplying  that  island  and  drawing  all  her 
valuable  products  into  England,  will  enable  Great 
Britain  to  pay  a  handsome  annual  subsidy  to  anf 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe.  The  interdiction  c* 
our  trade  will  enrich  England  and  do  no  benefit 
to  Frapce.  What  effect  may  it  produce,  as  it  re- 1 
spects  us,  is  a  serious  question.    I  fear  it  will 
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create  another  pixatical  Power.  The  Haytians 
will  have  provisions  if  they  are  to  be  found  on 
the  ocean  ;  the  interdiction  will  be  considered  bv 
them  as  the  declaration  of  war,  the  worst  of  ail 
wars  ;  a  war  with  a  view  to  starve  them.  They 
will  send  out  their  vessels  of  war,  (for  they  have 
armed  vessels,)  they  will  take  your  unarmed  ships 
bound  to  Jamaica,  to  the  Spanish  Main,  to  Cur- 
racoa,  and  molest  your  trade  to  Cuba ;  they  are 
upon  the  high  road  of  your  trade  from  Europe  to 
New  Ofieans ;  they  will  destroy  it ;  you  will  com- 
pel them  to  be  a  maritime  power ;  they  will  soon 
make  it  necessary  for  you  to  surround  their  island 
with  an  armed  fleet.  But,  it  will  be  asked,  of  what 
advantage  is  our  having  the  trade  to  the  moiher 
country  ^France.)  I  have  alreadv  stated  that  we 
prevent  its  wealth  from  going  to  her  enemy ;  but 
this  is  not  the  only  advantage — our  ships  carry  to 
France  the  cofiee  we  draw  from  St.  Domingo;  the 
cotton^  rice,  and  tobacco  of  our  country,  and  re- 
ceive in  return  the  wines,  brandy,  soap,  and  dry 
goods  of  France,  which  are  landed  in  tlie  United 
States  and  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  cargoes 
sent  to  that  island.  Thus  then  France  Qn  truth) 
supplies  "  as  formerly"  the  people  of  St.  Domingo 
with  its  manufactures  and  products,  to  the  enricV 
Ing  of  that  nation.  The  moment  we  stop  that 
trade,  France  will  furnish  no  more.  Great  Bri- 
tain will  supply  the  whole.  The  Haytians  will 
find  supplies,  whether  we  are  the  carriers  or  not; 
their  conee  will  procure  them  all  they  want;  we 
shall  be  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  an  ex- 
pensive fleet;  Great  Britain  will  be  enriched, and 
France  will  lose  the  advantage  in  which  she  now 

Eartakes.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons  that 
ave  induced  me  to  presume  that  the  silence  of 
France  is  owing  to  her  knowledge  of  the  conse- 
quences that  would  result  from  our  interdicting 
that  trade. 

The  gentleman  ought  to  have  informed  us  of 
the  conseauences  that  may  result  to  our  finances 
from  his  plan ;  had  he  informed  himself,  he  would, 
I  must  l^lieve,  have  liesitated.  Sir,  it  will  take 
from  the  United  States  a  revenue  of  at  least  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Let  gen- 
tlemen look  to  the  report  from  the  Treasury,  they 
will  there  see  that  our  neutral  position — in  other 
words,  our  carrying  for  other  nations — has  given 
us  a  revenue  of  two  millions  per  annum  for  three 
years  of  the  last  Presidential  term.  The  year  1802, 
being  a  year  of  peace,  our  revenue  fell  short  of 
the  average  product  of  the  other  three  years  to 
that  amount.  St.  Domingo  contributed  at  least 
the  sum  mentioned  (I  think  much  more)  towards 
these  two  millions  gained  bjr  the  carrying  trade. 
I  asain  beg  leave  to  mention  that  we  are  asked 
to  make  this  sacrifice  without  being  (so  far  as  we 
know)  requested  thereto,  either  by  our  own  €k>v- 
ernment  or  that  of  France. 

After  a  few  replicatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Lo- 
OA.N.  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  post- 
poned to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  23. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESIDBIfT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  .* 


To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

The  Governor  and  Presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  have  made  a  report  to  me  of  the  state  of 
that  Territory ;  several  matters  in  which,  being  within 
the  reach  of  Legislative  aathority  only,  I  lay  the  report 
before  Congress.  TH.  JEFFER80N. 

DxciMBH  23,  1805. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Thacy,  Worthing- 
TON,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, signed  Thomas  Fitzstmmons,  Chairman, 
stating  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  piers  al- 
ready constructed  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  of 
adding  to  their  number,  as  well  as  of  preTenting 
obstructions  from  piers  heretofore  sunk  for  de- 
fence ;  and  praying  the  interposition  of  Congress 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  certain  neighboring  States,  pro- 
portionally benefitted  by  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Delaware  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  the 
convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitchill, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Bradley,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating  foreign  coins, 
and  for  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the 
second  section  thereof,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tracy,  ana 
Adams,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Dill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  being  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading, 

Mr.  LoQAN  submitted  tne  following  motion : 

"Resolved,  That  Uie  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
documents  and  papers,  or  other  information,  as  are  in 
his  poasession,  relative  to  complaints  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  against  the  commerce  carried  on  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo." 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
this  day  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States  bv 
virtue  of  the  Convention  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803,"  reported  the  same  withoot  amendment. 
Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading* 
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Friday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
24th  instant,  that  they  be  furnished  with  certain 
documents  respecting  the  commerce  carried  on  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  Frencn 
island  of  St.  Domingo;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  documents  and  papers,  or  other  infor- 
mation, as  are  in  his  possession,  relative  to  com- 
plaints by  the  Government  of  France,  against  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States* 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidbnt  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Surveyor  of  the 
Public  Buildings,  stating  the  progress  made  on  them 
during  tbe  last  season,  and  what  may  be  expected  to  be 
accomplished  in  the  ensuing  one. 

Dbc.  27,  1805.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Tne  President  communicated  a  letter  and  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of 
March  last;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan.  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier;" 
in  whicn  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engrossed, 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
Convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic,"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 


Monday,  December  30. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Toppan,  Greorge  Jenkins,  and  William  Cur- 
rier," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Baldwin,  and  Mitcbill.  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


Tuesday,  December  31. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represen  tat  ires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  light-notises 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rozbury, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery;" in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Philip  L.  Jones,  and  others,  counsellors  at 
laWj  and  practitioners  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  the  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
stating  certain  extraordinary  services  performed 
by  the  presiding  judge,  J.  6.  Prevost,  and  praying 
a  remuneration  to  him  therefor;  also,  an  increase 
of  the  compensation  provided  by  law  to  the  Pre 
siding  and  Associate  Judges  of  the  said  Court; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messn. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Anderson,  and  Tracy,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of 
New  Orleans,  praying  an  alteration  in  the  law 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  titles  of  lands  in  that  territory;  also,  some  ad- 
ditional provisions  by  law  for  encouraging  the 
culture  of  sugar,  and  lor  the  establishment  orpab- 
lic  schools ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Anoerson,  Tracy,  Baldwi.\. 
Bradley,  and  Adams,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Thursday,  January  2, 1806. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses  in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
and  HiLLHOUdE,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Friday,  January  3. 

Mr.  Traoy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  December  last,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick  Armis- 
tead,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

He  also  communicated  a  written  report  on  the 
same  subject,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  <^An  act 
to  provide  for  light-houses  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  to  declare  Roxbnry,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  27th  of 
December  last,  made  in  pursuance  of  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  2d  of  March,  1605 ;  and. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith. 
of  Maryland,  Adams,  Tracy,  Mitchill,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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Monday,  January  6. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  statinff  the 
ruinous  consequences  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  assumption  of  new  princi- 
ples in  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  construction  of 
the  Admiralty  Courts  of  Great  Britain;  also,  cer- 
tain unlawful  and  piratical  seizures  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  American  citizens  in  the  West  In- 
dies, and  even  on  our  own  coasts ;  and,  also,  the 
defenceless  state  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  pray  ins  the  immediate  inter* 
position  of  Congress ;  and  tlie  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Adams,  Anderson^  and  Tracy,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  that  the  memorial 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  George  Rapp  and  others,  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, in  Butler  county,  and  natives  of  wurtem- 
burg,  in  Germany,  praying  a  grant  of  land  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  certain  manufactories;  also,  that  the  tiitae 
of  payment  for  a  tract  of  land  heretofore  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States  may  be  protracted, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  and  tne  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Bradley,  and  Worthinoton,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  presented  the  menao- 
rial  of  the  board  of  trustees,  appointed  to  superin^ 
tend  the  education  of  youth  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, prayin|[  the  aid  of  Congress  in  procuring 
certain  lots,  suitable  for  the  erection  of  an  acad- 
emy; also,  that  a  lottery  may  be  granted  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  institution ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Logan,  and  Moore,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  IsUnd  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox* 
bury,  ia  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  was  resumed,  the  bill  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  30ih  December  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Toppan, 
George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 


Tuesday,  January  7. 

James  Turner,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  from  the  third  of  March,  1805, 
produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminis- 
tered, he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Armistead,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
the  said  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
5,  nays  21,  as  follows : 


Vx AS — Menan.  Moore,  Smith  of  MaiyUnd,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Thruston,  and  Wright 

Nats — Mesars.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of 
delivery,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Hichborne  and  others,  Directors  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  ana  their  associates,  stating  claims  to 
certain  tracts  of  land  mentioned  in  their  petition, 
and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
compensation;  also  the  petition  of  James  Sullivan 
and  others,  agents  for  the  purchasers  of  lands  un- 
der the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  their  claims;  and  the  petitions  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sumter  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Rippen,  in  behalf  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, on  the  same  subject;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier ;" 
ana,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Evans,  stating  that  he  has  invented  many  useful 
improvements  in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour 
or  meal,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  on  the 
19th  of  January  1791,  and  which  expired  in  Jan* 
uary  last,  and  praising  an  extension  of  his  patent, 
for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Levis  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  stating  that  they  have 
on  hand  a  number  of  copies  of  the  journals  of  Con- 
gress under  the  Confederation,  commonly  called 
Folwell's  edition,  which  they  will  dispose  of  for 
the  use  of  the  public ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Bradley,  ana 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier," 
and  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hillhouse, 
Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con* 
dit,  Gaillard,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Tamer,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  David  Glass  and  others,  of  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, not  being  pre.^ent  on  the  6th  instant,  when 
the  memorial  of  George  Rapp  and  others  was 
presented,  soliciting  Congress  to  consider  them  as 
joining  in  the  said,  memorial ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  said  George 
Rapp  and  others,  with  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee that  they  report  on  the  subject  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


Thubsdat,  January  9. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  33d,  27th»  35th,  and  4Ut  arti" 
cles  of  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  8enate 
of  the  United  States,  and  report  to  the  Senate  such  al- 
terations and  amendments,  if  any,  as  they  shall  judge 
proper ; 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  conside- 
ration. 

On  motion, 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  such  information 
in  his  jpossession  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  relative 
to  the  mterpolation,  by  any  foreign  Power,  of  new  prin- 
ciples in  the  law  of  nations,  injurious  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  any 
evidence  of  recent  decisions  in  the  British  Courts  of 
Admiralty  to  that  effect,  together  with  such  diplomatic 
communications  between  this  Government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  in  relation  to  this  subject  as  he  may 
think  proper ; 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  conside- 
ration. 


Fbidat,  January  10. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  revising  the  rules  for  doing 
business  in  the  Senate;  and  having  amended  the 
same, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  rules  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  State.s,  and 
report  to  the  Senate  such  alterations  and  amend- 
ments, if  any,  as  they  shall  judge  proper;  and 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tbacy, 
Baldwin,  Bradley,  and  Adams,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressed in  their  resolution  of  December  27th,  I  now  lay 
before  them  such  documents  and  papers  (there  being 
no  other  information  in  my  possession)  as  relate  to 
complaints  by  the  Government  of  France  against  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jaituart  10,  1606. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,-'  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  deem  expedient  relative  to  the  in- 
terpolation of  new  principles  in  the  law  of  nations: 
and  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  resolatioe 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Mono  AY,  January  13. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  o( 
the  United  States,'^  was  read  the  second  time,  aiitl 
referred  to  Messrs.  Scmteb,  White,  Adams.  An- 
derson, and  WrighTj  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  request  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  prohibiting  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  with  the  French  island  cf 
St.  Domingo,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  that  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Hicb- 
borne  and  others,  of  James  Sullivan  and  others, 
and  of  Joseph  Peppinand  others,  presented  on  the 
7th  instant,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  asso- 
ciates, stating  claims  to  certain  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  be  referred 
to  a  committee:  the  votes  of  the  Senate  being 
equally  divided,  the  President  determined  the 
question  in  the  affirmative ;  and  Messrs.  Bald  wis. 
Adams,  Anderson,  Bradlev,  and  Sumter,  were 
appointed  the  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States, - 

I  lay  before  Congress  the  application  of  Hamet  Car- 
am  alii,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Baahaw  of  Tripoli 
soliciting  from  the  United  States  attention  to  his  ser 
vices  and  sufleringa  in  the  late  war  against  that  State. 
And,  in  order  to  poaaeas  them  of  the  ground  on  which 
that  application  stands,  the  &cta  ahall  be  stated  accoid- 
ing  to  the  views  and  information  of  the  Executive. 

During  the  war  with  Tripoli,  it  waa  auggested  that 
Hamet  Caramalli,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw, 
and  driven  by  him  from  his  throne,  meditated  the 
recovery  of  his  inheritance,  and  that  a  concert  of  ac- 
tion with  ua  was  desirable  to  him.  We  considered  that 
concerted  operations  by  thoae  who  have  a  common  en- 
emy were  entirely  justifiable,  and  might  produce  effecti 
favorable  to  both  without  binding  either  to  guarantee 
the  obJGCta  of  the  other.  But  the  distance  of  the 
scene,  the  difficulties  of  communication,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  our  information,  inducing  the  leaa  confi- 
dence in  the  measure,  it  was  committed  to  our  agents 
aa  one  which  might  be  resorted  to,  if  it  promised  to 
promote  our  success. 

Mr.  Eaton,  however,  (our  late  Consul,)  on  hia  return 
firom  the  Mediterranean,  poaaeaaing  perMnal   kaowl* 
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edge  of  the  scene,  and  haTing  confidence  in  the  effiM*t 
of  a  joint  operation,  we  authorized  Commodore  Barron, 
then  proceeding  with  his  squadron,  to  enter  into  an 
understanding  with  Hamet,  if  he  should  deem  it  use- 
ful ;  and  as  it  was  represented  that  he  would  need 
some  aids  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  even  of  mo- 
ney, he  was  authorized  to  furnish  them  to  a  moderate 
extent,  according  to  the  prospect  of  utility  to  be  ex- 
pected from  it.  In  order  to  avail  him  of  the  advantages 
of  Mr.  Eaton's  knowledge  of  circumstances,  an  occa- 
sional employment  was  provided  for  the  latter  as  an 
agent  for  the  Navy  in  that  sea.  Our  expectation  was, 
that  an  intercourse  should  be  kept  up  between  the  ex- 
Bashaw  and  the  Commodore,  that  while  the  former 
moved  on  by  land,  our  squadron  should  proceed  with 
equal  pace,  so  as  to  arrive  at  their  destination  together, 
and  to  attack  the  common  enemy  by  land  and  sea  at 
the  same  time.  The  instructions  of  June  6  to  Com* 
modore  Barron  show  that  a  oo-operation  only  was  in- 
tended, and  by  no  means  a  union  of  our  object  with 
the  fortune  of  the  ex-Bashaw ;  and  the  Commodore's 
letters  of  March  22  and  May  19,  prove  that  he  had  the 
most  correct  idea  of  our  intentions.  His  verbal  instruc- 
tions, indeed,  to  Mr.  Eaton  and  Captain  Hull,  if  the 
expressions  are  accurately  committed  to  writing  by 
those  gentlemen,  do  not  hjnit  the  extent  of  his  co-ope- 
ration as  rigorously  as  he  probably  intended ;  but  it  is 
certain,  from  the  ex-Bashaw's  letter  of  January  3d, 
written  when  he  was  proceeding  to  join  Mr.  Eaton, 
and  in  which  he  says,  "  your  operations  should  be  car- 
ried on  by  sea,  mine  by  land,"  that  he  left  the  position 
in  which  he  was,  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  co-operation.  If  Mr.  Eaton's  subsequent  conven- 
tion should  appear  to  bring  forward  other  objects,  his 
letter  of  April  29th  and  May  1st,  views  this  convention 
but  as  provisional ;  the  second  article,  as  he  expressly 
states,  guarding  it  against  any  ill  effect,  and  his  letter 
of  June  30th  confirms  this  construction. 

In  the  event  it  was  found,  that,  after  placing  the 
ex-Bashaw  in  possession  of  Derne,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant cities  and  provinces  of  the  country,  where  he 
had  resided  himself  as  Governor,  he  was  totally  unable 
to  command  any  reaoiareee,  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co- 
operation with  us.  This  hope  was  then  at  an  end,  and 
we  certainly  had  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  pre- 
pared to  land  an  army  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay, 
or  subsist,  an  army  of  Arabs  to  march  from  Dome  to 
Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war  at  such  a  distance 
from  our  resources.  Our  means  and  our  authority 
were  merely  naval,  and  that  such  were  the  expecta- 
tions of  Hamet,  his  letter  of  June  29th  is  an  unequiv- 
ocal acknowledgment.  WhUe,  therefore,  an  impression 
from  the  capture  of  Berne  might  still  operate  at  Trip- 
oli, and  an  attack  on  that  place  from  our  squadron  was 
daily  expected.  Colonel  Lear  thought  it  the  best  mo- 
ment to  listen  to  overtures  of  peace,  then  made  by  the 
Bashaw.  He  did  so,  and  while  urging  provisions  for 
the  United  States,  he  paid  attention  also  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Hamet,  but  was  able  to  effect  nothing  more  than 
to  engage  the  restitution  of  his  family,  and  even  the 
persevering  in  this  demand,  suspended  for  some  time 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 

In  operations  at  such  distance,  it  becomes  neceasaiy 
to  leave  much  to  the  discretion  of  the  agents  employed, 
but  events  may  still  turn  up  beyond  the  limits  of  that 
discretion.  Unable  in  such  a  case  to  consult  his  Gov- 
ernment, a  zealous  citizen  will  act  as  he  believes  that 
^ould  diiect  him,  were  it  apprized  of  the  circumstan- 
CM|  and  will  take  on  himself  the  responsibility.    In  all 


these  cases  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  the  motives 
should  shield  the  agent  from  blame,  and  even  secure  a 
sanction  where  the  error  is  not  too  injurious.  Should 
it  be  thought  by  any,  that  the  verbal  instructions  said 
to  have  been  given  by  Commodore  Barron  to  Mr.  £a<* 
ton  amount  to  a  stipulation  that  the  United  States 
should  place  Hamet  Caramalli  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
a  stipulation  so  entirely  unauthorized,  so  far  beyond 
our  views,  and  so  onerous,  could  not  be  sanctioned  by 
our  Government,  or  should  Hamet  t/aramalli,  contrary 
to  the  evidence  of  his  letters  of  Januaiy  3d  and  June 
29th,  be  thought  to  have  left  the  position  which  he  now 
seems  to  regret,  under  a  mistaken  expectation  that  we 
were  at  all  events  to  place  him  on  his  throne,  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  liberality  of  the  nation,  something  equiva* 
lent  to  the  replacing  him  in  his  former  situation  might 
be  worthy  its  consideration.  ^ 

A  nation,  by  establishing  a  character  of  liberality 
and  magnanimity,  gains  in  the  friendship  and  respect 
of  others  more  than  the  worth  of  jmere  money.  This 
appeal  is  now  made  by  Hamet  Caramalli  to  the  United 
States.  The  ground  he  hafe  taken  being  diflerent,  not 
only  from  our  views,  but  from  those  expressed  by  him- 
self on  former  occasions,  Mr.  Eaton  was  desired  to  state 
whether  any  verbal  communications  passed  from  him 
to  Hamet,  which  had  varied  what  we  saw  in  writing. 
His  answer  of  December  5th,  is  herewith  transmitted, 
and  has  rendered  it  still  more  necessary,  that,  in  pre- 
senting  to  the  Legislature  the  application  of  Hamet, 
I  should  present  them  at  the  same  time  an  exact  state- 
ment of  the  views  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
through  this  whole  business,  that  they  may  clearly  un- 
derstand the  ground  on  which  we  are  placed.  It  is 
accompanied  by  all  the  papers  which  bear  any  relation 
to  the  principles  of  the  co-operation,  and  which  can  in- 
form their  judgment  in  deciding  on  the  application  of 
'  Hamet  Caramalli. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Jawuamy  13, 1806. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

And  00  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  14. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNOTON  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  French  settlers  of  Gnlliopolis,  grantees, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1795,  of  20,000  acres  of  land, 
situated  on  the  Ohio  rirer.  and  nearly  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Little  Sandusky,  on  condition  that 
they  settle  the  same  within  fire  years  from  the 
date  of  the  letters  patent,  and  stating  that  they, 
being  ignorant  of  this  condition,  are  liable  to  lose 
their  lands,  although  for  the  space  of  four  years 
they  have  paid  the  taxes  thereon,  and  prayins  the 
interposition  of  Congress  in  their  behalf;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  WoR- 
TBiNGTON,  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  and  Adair,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  fpllowing  motion  was  submitted ;  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
whii^  relates  to  the  spoliations  of  our  eommeroe  on  the 
high  seas,  and  infimns  us  of  the  new  principles  asaum* 
ed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels  in  their  prixe  oottrts, 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Aod,  00  motioDt  the  House  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  January  15. 

The  following^  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  now  render  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  grant  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  contingent  charges  of 
Government,  by  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1805.  Of  that  j 
sum  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  fifty  [ 
cents  have  been  necessarily  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  Territorial  governments  of  Michigan  and  Louisiana, 
until  an  opportunity  could  occur  of  making  a  specific 
appropriation  for  that  purpose.  The  balance,  of  eigh- 
teen thousand  and  twelve  dollars  fifty  cents,  remains  in 
the  Treasury. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Januabt  15,  1806. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States,* 
I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operations  of 
that  institution  during  the  last  year. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Jaxui«t  15,  1806. 

The  Messages  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  the  new  principles  assum- 
ed by  the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  '^a  special  commit- 
tee," and  inserting  the  words  ^'  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York ;  and,  on  appeal  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  President,  it  was  determined  that 
this  motion  for  amendment  was  not  in  order,  the 
15th  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
stating  that  ail  committees  shall  be  appointed  by 
ballot  and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a 
choice. 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  motion  be  agreed 
to?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
25,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messrs  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Oilman,  HiUhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennes- 
see, Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White, 
Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Pickering,  and  Plumer. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted ;  and 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Mitchill,  Anderson,  Logan,  Tract,  Adams, 
and  Baldwin^  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
stating  ^'  at  a  moment  of  distress,  and  in  a  season 
of  solicitude,  resulting  from  a  novel  and  peculiar 
affection  of  the  commercial  interests  of  their  coun- 
try," certain  considerations  of  the  miaous  inter- 


ference of  the  belligerent  nations  with  neutii: 
commerce ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Andeb- 
son,  Logan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Mitch  ill 
Tracy.  Adams,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  ac: 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  iLt 
motion  made  on  the  20th  December  last,  for  leav-: 
to  brine  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inier- 
course  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo;  and,  on  the  question. 
Shall  leare  be  given  to  bring  in  the  bill  ?  it  pa^- 
ed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  7,  as  followii 

Ykas — ^Mesns.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradkr. 
Coudit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hotvland,  Kitchel,  Logu 
Maelay,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  >'ew 
York,  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  a 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Tomer,  Worthington,  and  Wriiriti' 

NATs^^Messrs.  Hillhoose,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Pio- 
mer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

So  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 


Thdrsday,  January  16. 

The  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  islaci 
of  St.  Domingo  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Me>srs.  Looan.  Baldwin,  and  Gilman. 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  sixth  instant,  on  the  subject,  report* 
ed  a  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  asso- 
ciates, the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  cer- 
tain lands ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  that  he  should,  oa 
Monday  next,  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
protection  and  indemnification  of  American  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  purchasers  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  now  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  their  future  payment,  and 
a  remission  of  interest  on  their  several  instal- 
ments, for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition  ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Messrs.  Smith  oif  Ohio,  Bradley,  Tract. 
Baldwin,  and  Anderson,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Friday.  January  17. 

On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  closed ;  and, 
after  the  consideration  of  the  confidential  busi- 
ness, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States; 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

In  my  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
opening  of  their  present  session,  I  submitted  to  their 
attention,  among  other  subjects,  the  oppression  of  ovr 
commerce  and  navigation  by  the  irregular  practices  of 
armed  Tesaels,  public  and  private ;  and  by  the  introdue- 


53 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


54 


JANDA.RT.  1806. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


tion  of  new  principles,  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  neu- 
trnky  and  unacknowledged  by  the  usages  of  nations. 

The  memorials  of  several  bodies  of  merchants  of  the 
United  States  are  now  eommunicatedi  and  will  develope 
these  principles  and  practices,  which  are  producing  the 
most  ruinous  effects  on  our  lawful  commerce  and  nav- 
igation. 

The  rights  of  a  neutral  to  carry  on-  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  bellig- 
erent, permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  (with  the 
exception  of  blockaded  ports  and  contraband  of  war,) 
was  believed  to  have  been  decided  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States,  by  the  sentence  of  their  com- 
missioners mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that  and 
other  questions  of  difference  between  the  two  nations, 
and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages  awarded  by 
them  against  Great  Britain  for  the  infractions  of  that 
right.     When,  therefore^  it  was  perceived  that  the  same 
principle  was  revived,  with  others  more  novel,  and  ex- 
tending the  injury,  instructions  were  given  to  the  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  London,  and  remonstrances  duly  made  by  him  on 
this  subject,  as  will  appear  by  documents  transmitted 
herewith.    These  were  followed  by  a  partial  and  tem- 
porary suspension  only,  without  any  disavowal  of  the 
principle.    He  has,  therefore,  been  instructed  to  urge 
this  subject  anew,  to  bring  it  more  fully  to  the  bar  of 
reason,  and  to  insist  on  rights  too  evident  and  too  im- 
portant to  be  surrendered.     In  the  mean  time  the  evil 
is  proceeding,  under  adjudications  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  denied.     Under  these  circumstances  the 
subject  presents  itself  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

On  the  impressmentofour  seamen,  our  remonstrances 
have  never  been  intermitted.  A  hope  existed  at  one 
moment  of  an  arrangement  which  might  have  been  sub- 
mitted to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and  the  practice, 
though  relaxed  at  times  in  Ihe  distant  seas,  had  been 
constantly  pursued  in  those  in  our  neighborhood.  The 
grounds  on  which  the  reclamations  on  this  subject  have 
been  urged,  will  appear  in  an  extract  from  instructions 
to  oui  Minister  at  London  now  communicated. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jakvart  17,  1806. 

The  Message  and  document  therein  referred  to 
were  in  part  read^and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

The  bill  to  empower  Qeorge  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTONj  froffl  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant  the  peti- 
tion of  tbe  French  settlers  of  Qalliopolis  respecting 
lands  located  by  them  on  the  river  Ohio,  requested 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  31st  of  December 
last,  the  petition  of  Philip  L.  Jones  and  others, 
lawyers,  practising  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  of  tne  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

A  confidential  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Messrs  Bidwell  and  Early, 
two  of  their  members,  as  follows : 

Mr.  President  :  We  are  directed,  bv  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  confidence,  to  bring  to  the 
Senate  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  provision 


for  defraying  any  extraordinary  exnenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign nations ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
readinfi^. 

Orckredy  That  the  message  and  bill  last  read, 
be  considered  confidential,  and  that  secrecy  be 
observed  by  the  members  and  officers  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  ihe  Smote  and  Houee  of  Jiepretentativea : 

The  enclosed  letter,  from  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  London, 
contains  interesting  information  on  the  subjects  of  my 
other  message,  of  this  date.  It  is  sent  separately  and 
confidentially,  because  its  publication  may  discourage 
frank  communications  between  our  Ministers  generally* 
and  the  Governments  with  which  they  reside,  and 
especially  between  the  same  Miniaters. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Javvabt  17,  1806. 

The  Message  and  letter  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday.  January  20. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  6th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  appropriating  a  further  sum  of  money 
to  purchase  maps  and  books  for  the  library,  made 
report  in  part ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  library ;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

By  the  fifUi  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  removal  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
24th  April,  1800,  $5,000  were  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  such  books  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  use 
of  Congress,  then  about  to  remove  from  Philadelphia 
and  hold  its  sessions  at  Washington,  and  for  fitting  up 
a  suitable  chamber  for  containing  them,  and  placing 
them  therein.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  directed 
to  be  the  purchasers,  pursuant  to  such  directions  as 
should  be  given,  and  such  catalogue  as  should  be  fur- 
nished by  a  joint  <^mmittee  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
The  account  herewith  exhibited  shows  in  what  manner, 
and  to  what  amount,  the  money  so  appropriated  has 
been  expended. 

Afterwards,  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  "Act  con- 
cerning the  library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress" pass^  26th  January,  1802,  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  said  $5,000,  logether  with  such  sums  as 
may  be  hereaAer  appropriated  to  the  same  purpose,  is 
ordered  to  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  maps. 

The  committee  almost  hesitate  to  add  a  sentence,  to 
enforce  the  propriety  of  incieasing  the  number  already 
bought  for  Congress.  Eveiy  member  knows  that  the 
in^iuiries  of  standing  and  select  committees  cannot  here 
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lie  aided  by  large  public  UbrarieB,  aa  in  New  York,  Bal- 
timore, and  Philadelphia.  Nor  has  it  hitherto  appeared 
that  so  much  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  private  col- 
lections at  the  present  seat  of  Government,  as  in  those 
large  cities.  Every  week  of  the  session  causes  addi- 
tional regret  that  the  volumes  of  literature  and  science, 
within  the  reach  of  the  National  Legislature,  are  not 
more  rich  and  ample.  The  want  of  geographical  illus- 
tration is  truly  distressing ;  and  the  deficiency  of  histori- 
cal and  politi(^  works  is  scarcely  less  severely  felt  There 
is,  however,  no  danger  of  realizing  the  story  of  a  pat' 
Hamentum  indoetum  in  this  country,  especially  if  steps 
be  seasonably  taken  to  furnish  the  library  with  such 
materials  as  will  enable  statesman  to  be  correct  in  their 
investigations,  and,  by  a  becoming  display  of  erudition 
and  research,  give  a  higher  dignity  and  a  brighter  lustre 
to  truth. 

The  copy  of  a  letter  dated  23d  of  September, 
1805,  from  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  the  British  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent ot  the  United  States,  of  the  17th  instant,  was 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ritiaking  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1805 ;" 
m  which  thef  desire  the  concarrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Hickendall.  a  wounded  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  praying  that  the  half-pay  of  a  captain 
may  be  allowed  him  on  account  of  his  wounds 
and  disabilities  in  service;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  20th  December  last  on  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  makino^  provision  for  persons  that 
have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  confidential  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penses attending  the  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  16th  instant, 
Mr.  Wright  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  the  following  bill ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading : 

A  Bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Amer- 

can  seamen. 

Whereas,  by  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and. 
Navigation,  made  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States,  at  London,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 


November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninerv- 
four,  by  the  first  article  of  said  treaty,  it  is  agreed  thai 
^  there  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  pean. 
and  a  true  and  sincere  friendship  between  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successora,  and  the  United 
States  of  America ;  and  between  their  respective  coub- 
tries,  territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  (k- 
gree,  without  exception  of  persons  or  places.'*  Aac 
whereas,  in  direct  violation  of  said  treaty.  His  Bm* 
annic  Majesty  has  caused  to  be  impressed  oat  of  the 
ships  of  the  United  States,  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  (fi- 
vers citixens  of  the  said  United  States ;  and  has  com- 
pelled them  to  serve  on  board  the  ships  of  war  of  Hk 
said  Britannic  Majeety,  in  violation  of  their  Ubcftr. 
and  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives ;  and  in  despite  of  die 
remonstrances  of  the  Government  of  the  said  United 
States,  continues  said  unjust  practice ;  and  the  seamet 
of  the  United  States  so  imprassed,  by  foree,  retains  ia 
his  service.  And  whereas  the  United  Slates  are  soi> 
emnly  bound  to  protect  all  those  who  are  bound  in  al- 
legiance to  the  said  United  States :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  by  the  Senate  and  Route  of  Repn- 
sentaiives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled^  That,  from  and  after  the day  d 

neit,  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  impres 

any  seamen  on  board  any  vessel  bearing  the  fl« 
of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  aor 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay.  under  pretext  or  color  of  i 
commission  from  any  foreign  Power,  shall,  for  even 
such  offence  be  adjudged  a  pirate  and  felon  ;  and,  uo 
conviction,  shall  suffer  death.  And  the  trial  in  aav 
such  case  may  be  had  where  the  offender  is  apprehend- 
ed or  may  be  first  brought 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  American  seaman,  sailing  under  the  fiag 
of  the  United  States,  on  tMj^  Person  or  persons  attempt- 
ing to  impress  him,  by  force,  from  on  board  any  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  to  repel  such  force  by  shoot- 
ing, or  otherwise  killing  and  destroying  the  person  or 
persons  so  attempting  to  impress  him,  and  shall,  as  in 
encouragement  to  resist,  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him  or  his  order,  or  legal 
representatives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  infoh 
mation  being  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  proving  satisfactorily  to  him,  that  any  citisen  d 
the  United  States,  who  shall  have  been  impressed  or 
forced  by  violence  or  threats,  to  enter  on  board  aaj 
foreign  vessel,  shall  sufifer  death,  or  any  other  corpore* 
al  punishment,  by  the  authority  of  such  foreign  Power, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Sutcs 
to  cause  the  most  rigorous  and  exact  retaliation  on  any 
subjects  of  that  Government,  whom  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  seize  and  take  for  that  purpose. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  every  Ame- 
rican seaman,  heretofore  or  hereafter,  impressed  and 
compelled  to  serve  on  board  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  an  indemnification  for 
his  slavery  and  hardships  on  board  the  ship  in  which 
he  has  been,  or  shall  be  compelled  to  serve,  from  the 
day  of  his  impressment,  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  for  every  month  he  has  or  shall  serve  on  board 
said  ship  or  ships ;  and  that  the  said  seaman,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  the  same  in  the  district  court  of  the  State  in 
which  the  port  lies  from  which  the  vessel  cleared  for 
the  voyage  in  which  he  was  taken,  by  attachment  of 
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any  private  debt  due  from  any  citiien  of  the  United 
States  to  any  subject  of  that  Government,  by  whose 
subjects  he  had  been  impressed  ;  and  that  any  sums  of 
money  so  attached  out  of  the  hands  of  any  debtor,  shall 
be  a  payment  of  so  much  of  said  debt,  and  may  be 
pleaded  in  payment  or  discount  to  the  amount  of  the 
said  sum  so  attached,  and  all  the  costs  of  said  attach- 
ment, which  shall  be  allowed  as  a  payment  of  that 
amount  in  any  suit  for  said  debt.  And  that  so  much  of 
the  Treaty  of  London,  of  the  nineteenth  of  November, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  as  se- 
cures the  inviolability  of  such  debts,  as  will  be  infringed 
by  the  attachments  or  recoveries  hereby  authorized, 
shall  not  (so  far  as  *is  necessary  hi  the  execution  of 
this  act  only)  be  regarded  as  legally  obligatory  on  the 
Oovemment  or  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

On  introducing  this  bill  Mr.  Wright  spoke  as 
follows :  Mr.  President — As  introductory  to  the 
consideration  of  the  merits  of  this  bill,  1  feel  it 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  present  degraded  state  of  impressed  American 
seamen,  thousands  of  whom  hare  been  pressed 
on  board  the  British  ships  of  war.  and  compelled, 
by  whips  and  scourges,  to  work  like  galley  slaves ; 
whither  they  have  been  forced,  by  the  hand  of 
violence,  from  on  board  our  own  fihips^  sailing  on 
the  high  seas,  under  the  fla^  of  the  United  States, 
carrying  the  spare  productions  of  the  toil  of  the 
American  planter  and  merchant,  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, or  returning  with  their  proceeds. 

In  doing  this,  I  wish  not  to  enlist  your  sympa- 
thies, but  only  to  present  to  you  a  correct  state  of 
the  facts  on  which  this  bill  is  predicated;  facts 
that  stand  recorded  in  the  official  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  black  catalogue  of  im- 
pressments. 

I  will  next  present  to  your  view  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
for  their  redress. 

In  the  year  1796,  Congress,  by  law,  (3  vol.  322,) 
directed  Agents  to  be  appointed,  to  reside  in  Great 
Britain,  and  in  such  foreign  ports  as  the  Presi- 
dent might  direct,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  to 
inquire  into  the  situation  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, or  others,  sailing  conformably  to  the  law  of 
nations,  under  the  protection  of  the  American 
flag,  who  had  been,  or  should  be  impressed,  by  any 
foreign  Power,  and  to  endeavor  by  all  legal  means 
to  obtaiQ  their  release ;  and  to  render  an  account 
of  ail  impressments  and  detentions,  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States. 

They  also  directed  the  collectors  of  the  several 
ports,  on  proof  beioff  made  of  the  citizenship  of 
any  seaman,  to  ^ive  nim  a  certificate  thereof,  un- 
der a  hope  that  it  would  have  been  respected  in 
foreign  ports,  and  have  protected  him  from  im- 
pressment. This  certificate  acquired  the  name 
of  a  protection. 

They  also  directed,  "  That  ever^  captain  of  a 
'  vessel,  in  case  of  any  of  the  crew  being  impressed, 
'  shall  enter  his  protest  at  the  first  port  he  shall 
'  arrive  at,  with  the  name  and  residence  of  the  per- 
*  son,  and  transmit  immediately  by  post  a  dupli- 
^  cate  of  such  protest,  to  the  nearest  Agent,  Min- 
^  ister,  or  Consul,  resident  in  sach  coontry,  and 


[  also,  on  his  arrival  in  America,  to  the  Secretary 
'  of  State.  And  that  every  captain  on  his  arrival 
'  at  any  port  of  the  Uuited  States,  before  he  shall 
'  be  admitted  to  any  entry  of  his  vessel,  shall  be 
'  required  by  the  collector  to  declare  on  oath, 
^  whether  any  of  the  crew  have  been  impressed, 
'  which  he  shall  take  under  the  penalty  of  one 
'  hundred  dollars,  and  the  collector  is  bound  to 
'  return  a  list  of  all  impressments,  so  coromuni- 
'  cated  to  him,  to  the  Secretary  of  State." 

In  1799,  the  Secretary  of  State  is  directed  by 
law,  (4  vol.  503,)  "  To  lay  before  Congress  an- 
^  nuafiy,  a  statement  of  all  impressments  reported 
'  to  him,  that  they  might  be  officially  and  pre- 
'  cisely  informed  of  the  state  of  our  impr^sed 

*  seamen." 

Uiider  these  legislative  provisions,  and  the  inter- 
vention of  our  agents  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
hundreds  of  our  seamen  no  doubt  have  oeen 
discharged  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  while  at 
the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  authority, 
the  impressments  kept  pace  with  the  dischar- 
ges,  so  that  instead  of  redressing  the  wrong,  it 
was  only  inflicted  in  routine,  thereby  addinff  in- 
sult to  injury.  This  all-important  subject,  from 
its  commencement,  has  also  been  particula/ly 
attended  to  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
Our  Ministers  at  London,  during  three  successive 
administrations,  have  been  specially  charged  with 
it.  and  we  have  witnessed  tneir  diplomatic  exer* 
tlons  to  bring  this  lawless  and  cruel  practice  to  an 
end,  but  all  to  no  efiect.  And  now  we  are  informed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  Mes* 
Fage  of  the  17th  January  last,  that  "on  the  im- 

*  pressmen t  of  our  seamen,  our  remonstrances 
'  have  never  been  intermitted;  a  hope  existed  at 
'  one  moment,  of  an  arrangment  that  might  have 
<  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and 
^  the  practice,  though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  dis- 
^  tant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pursued  in  those 
^  in  our  neighborhood." 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  prospect  presented 
to  our  view,  whereby  thousands  of  our  unfortu- 
nate seamen,  that  hardy  and  invaluable  class  of 
citizens,  are  consigned  to  the  most  intolerable 
bondage,  by  the  imperious  mandate  of  a  British 
naval  officer,  whose  word  is  the  supreme  law 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal;  and  which  gloomy 
prospect  we  are  now  informed,  by  the  highest 
authority,  there  is  not  a  spark  ot  hope  left  to  en- 
lighten. 

Sir,  I  have  invited  you  to  investigate  this  sub- 
ject with  the  eye  of  temper,  but  at  the  same  time, 
I  trust,  that  the  nation's  justice  will  not  be  com- 
promitted^  by  exceeding  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, for  it  has  its  limits ;  and  we  are  informed 
by  the  laws  of  nations,  (Vat.  433,  sec.  352,)  "  that 

*  the  true  and  just  welfare  of  the  nation  is  the 
'  ^rand  rule.  Moderation  is  always  laudable  in 
^  Itself,  but  the  conductors  of  nations  ought  to 
'  make  use  of  it,  only  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  with 

*  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  people."  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subject,  can  we  submit  to  this 
state  of  things  ?  That  is  the  questioti.  I  have 
presumed  not ;  and  under  that  presumption,  I  have 
brought  the  subject  before  this  Senate  in  the  shape 
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it  is  presented  in  this  bill.  Sir,  I  wish  it  to  be 
recollected  that  the  infaDt  state  of  our  navy  sup- 
presses every  hope  of  redress  on  the  element  of 
our  wrongs,  and  that  this  is  a  measure  of  neces- 
sity, not  of  choice.  Wherefore,  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  thought  too  nervous,  when  it  is  considered  that 
we  have  just  cause  of  war.  I  will  therefore  now, 
sir,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill. 

The  first  clause  states  that,  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation, 
made  at  London  on  the  19th  of  November,  1794, 
His  Britannic  Majesty  had  caused  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  sailing  under  the  fla?  of  the 
United  States.  The  treaty  (2d  vol.  L.  U.  S.,  p. 
464)  secures  the  inviolability  of  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  the  respective  Powers ;  and  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  law  of  nations,  (Vat.  655,  sec.  39,) 
"  that  a  nation  acts  against  the  nature  and  essence 


'  him  or  his  subjects  incompatible  with  peace,  and 
^  which  he  cannot  suffer,  without  being  wanting 
^  to  himself."  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  has 
not  been  authorized  by  the  British  Government. 
Let  us  examine  that  ract.  It  is  declared  by  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  252,  sect's  73,  74, 76,)  '•  that, 
'  however,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  best  regulated 
State,  or  for  the  most  vigilant  and  absolute  Sov- 
ereign, to  model,  at  his  pleasure,  all  the  actions 
of  his  subjects,  and  to  confine  them,  on  every  oc- 
casion, to  the  most  exact  obedience,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  imjpute  to  the  nation  or  to  the  Sover- 
eign all  the  faults  of  the  citizens ;  we  ought  not. 
then,  to  say,  in  general,  that  we  have  receivea 
an  injury  from  a  nation,  because  we  have  re- 
ceived it  from  one  of  its  members." 
"But  if  a  nation,  or  its  leader,  approves  and 
ratifies  the  fact  committed  by  a  citizen,  it  makes 
the  act  its  own  ;  the  offence  ought,  then,  to  be 
attributed  tothe  nation  as  the  author  of  the  true 
injury,  of  which  the  citizen  is  perhaps  only  the 
instrument." 

"  If  the  Sovereign  disavows  the  act,  he  ought 
to  inflict  on  the  offender  exemplary  punish- 
ment." 

So  far  I  have  called  In  aid  the  law  of  nations: 
I  will  now  refer  to  the  form  of  the  authority  in 
the  case  of  impressment,  which  is  in  these  words : 
(Fost.  C.  L.  156.)  "  In  pursuance  of  His  Maies- 
'  ty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  19th  day  of  Jan- 
*  uary,  1742 ;  we  do  hereby  empower  you  to  im- 
'  press,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
'  men,"  &c.  And  I  will  refer  you  to  the  facts  in 
your  own  possession,  that  His  Britannic  Majesty 
approves  the  act,  both  by  continuing  the  impress- 
ments, and  by  his  lately  promoting  the  Captain  of 
the  Cambrian  frigate,  (whom  he  recalled  to  ap- 
pease our  conaplamts  on  that  head,)  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  ship-of-the-line ;  so  that  in  form,  in 
law,  and  in  fact.  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  caused 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  or  he  must  have 
punished,  and  not  promoted  so  notorious  an  of- 
fender. On  this  pomt  I  presume,  then,  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 


Mr.  President,  I  have  thought  it  neither  unpro- 
Stable  or  irrelevant  to  the  present  subject,  to  ex- 
amine the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects. 

British  jurists  have  more  than  questioned  ti:i> 
right,  and  the  British  Parliament  have,  I  pr^ 
sume,  decided  the  question. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  (2  Inst.  47)  says :  "  The  Kio: 
'  cannot  send  any  subject  against  his  will  out  c: 
'  the  realm,  not  even  into  Ireland,  for  then,  und«f 
'  pretence  of  service,  he  might  send  him  into  baD* 
^ishment."  (H.  H.  P.  C.  Notes,  679.)  In  Hales  E 
P.  C^  it  is  declared  ^*  repugnant  to  the  liberty  or 

*  an  Englishman,  and  irreconcilable  to  the  estab- 
^  lished  rules  of  law,  that  a  man.  without  any 
^  offence  by  him  committed,  or  any  law  to  author- 
^  ize  it,  should  be  hurried  away,  like  a  crimiDa!, 
^  from  his  friends  and  family,  and  carried  by  force 

*  into  a  dangerous  service." 

That  the  common  law  did  not  admit  of  sucbt 
practice,  must  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  who,  in  the  time  of  Charles  L 
passed  a  statute  (16  C.  1,  c.  5)  '*  to  authorize  the 
^  impressment  of  soldiers  and  seamen  for  sea-sei- 
^  vice  beyond  sea,"  which  soon  after  expired,  be 
ing  of  short  duration.  They  might  also  have  been 
of  the  same  opinion  in  the  time  of  (2  and  3  Ana 
c.  19$  3  and  4  Ann,  c.  11 ;  4  Ann,  c.  10 ;  5  Ann. 
c.  15;  6  Ann,  c.  10)  QpUeen  Ann,  when  a  number 
of  statutes,  of  a  very  short  duration,  passed  in 
Parliament,  in  the  same  terms  as  the  statute  of 
Charles  above  stated.  I  presume  they  would 
never  have  passed  laws  to  have  authorized  a  pro- 
ceeding that  was  justifiable  by  the  common  law. 
Judge  Foster,  who  is  quoted  by  Britons  as  an  au- 
thority on  this  point,  shall  be  examined.  (Fos.  C. 
L.  157.)  He  states,  in  the  case  of  Broadfoot.  who 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Calahan,  ^'  that, 
^  by  pressing  mariners  on  one  hand,  a  very  useful 
^  body  of  men  seem  to  be  put  under  hardships 
^  inconsistent  with  the  temper  and  genius  of  a 

*  free  Government ;  on  the  other,  the  necessity  of 

*  the  case  seemeth  to  entitle  the  public  to  the  ser- 

*  vice  of  this  body  of  men,  whenever  the  safety  of 
^  the  whole  calleth  for  it.  I  think  the  Crown  has 
^  a  right  to  command  the  service  of  these  people 

*  whenever  the  public  safety  calleth  for  it ;  the 

*  same  right  that  it  hath  to  require  the  person- 
'  al  service  of  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  in 
^  case  of  sudden  invasion  or  formidable  insurrec- 
'  tion.  The  right  in  both  cases  is  founded  on  one 
'  and  the  same  principle,  the  necessity  of  the  case, 

*  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  the  whole."  But, 
he  adds :  (Fost.  C.  L.,  154,)  "  If  it  be  asked,  where 
'  are  the  adjudged  cases,  on  which  he  groundeth 
'  his  opinion  ?  he  freely  confesseth  that  he  hath 

*  not  met  with  one  on  which  the  legality  of  press- 
'  ing  for  the  sea-service  hath  directly  come  in  ques- 
'  tion.  He  states  that,  according  to  his  best  appre- 
'  hension,  (having  thought  much  upon  the  sub* 
^ject,)the  right  of  impressing  mariners  for  the 
^  public  service  is  a  prerogative,  inherent  in  the 

*  Crown,  grounded  upon  the  common  law,  and 

*  recognised  by  many  acts  of  Parliament."  With 
great  deference  to  his  honor,  I  would  ask,  if  any- 
thing can  be  evidence  of  the  common  law,  but 
judicial  decisions  on  the  point,  which  he  admits 
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are  not  to  be  found  ?  I  will  also  examine  the 
statutes  OQ  which  he  relies  as  recognising;  this 
rififht.  I  would  here  observe  that  he  holds  the 
soldier  and  seamen  alike  bound  oy  the  same  law. 
and  it  would  (Fost.  C.  L.,  166)  seem,  by  Admiral 
Seymour's  commission,  that  his  power  extended 
to  impress  ships,  captains,  masters,  pilots,  and  sea- 
men, as  well  as  all  other  persons  fit  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  was  for  the  sea  and  foreign  4service, 
and  did  not  extend  to  land  soldiers,  as,  until  the 
24th  year  of  Charles  II.,  all  the  lands  were  held 
by  military  tenures,  whereby  the  tenants  were 
ooliged  to  furnish  soldiers  and  everything  neces- 
sary for  ihem  in  war ;  but  by  (24  C.  II.,  c.  12) 
these  tenures  were  abolished ;  and  I  question  much 
whether  the  statute  of  Charles  I.  extended  to  the 
feudal  tenants,  who  were  bound  to  serve  only  in 
England.  By  statute  of  Henry  VII.,  (7  H.  7,  c.  1) 
it  is  enacted  that,  if  any  soldier,  being  no  captain 
immediately  retained  with  the  iBliDg,  which  shall 
be  in  wages,  and  retained,  or  take  any  pre$t  to 
serve  the  King  upon  the  sea,  or  upon  the  land 
beyond  sea,  depart  out  of  the  King's  service  with- 
out license  from  the  captain,  it  shall  be  adjudged 
felony. 

The  statute  of  Henry  YI.  (18  H.  6,  c.  19)  against 
desertion,was  construed  to  extend  to  soldiers  bound 
by  tenure,  or  covenant,  to  serve  on  land ;  and  a 
question  was  made,  whether  soldiers  who  had 
taken  prest  to  serve  against  the  rebels  in  Ireland, 
were  liable  to  the  penalties  of  that  law?  which  was 
cleared  up  in  Parliament  in  these  words :  "  That 
'  the  said  statute  of  Henry  YI.,  in  all.  pains,  for- 
'  feitures,  and  penalties,  did,  doth,  and  hereafter 
^  shall,  extend  as  well  to  every  mariner  and  gun- 
'  ner  having  taken,  or  who  hereafter  shall  take, 
'  prest,  or  wages,  to  serve  the  dueen's  Majesty, 
^  as  it  did,  or  doth,  to  soldiers;  any  opinion  to  the 
'  contrary  notwithstanding."  These  are  the  stat- 
utes from  whence  the  right  is  pretended  to  be  in- 
ferred— which,  I  presume,  go  to  show  that  the 
mariner  and  soldier  must  be  enlisted  before  thej 
are  liable  to  the  penalties  of  desertion,  and.  that  it 
is  by  contract,  and  not  by  force,  the  soldier  be- 
comes bound  to  serve,  and  that  the  right  is  found- 
ed in  the  prostitution  of  the  sound  of  the  word 
(Boy.  D.  Cow.  Inst.  J.  L.  D.)  prest  for  the  sense, 
which  word  means  "  money  paid  to  a  soldier  or 
sailor  to  enlist."  Nor  is  it  at  all  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  a  right  founded  in  necessity — the  tyrant's 
plea — should  rest  on  a  pretext  so  flimsy,  or  that 
the  barriers  of  etymology  should  not  be  able  to 
withstand — as  necessity  nas  no  law — the  physical 
force  of  a  press-gang.  And  although  this  right 
of  the  seaman  to  be  exempt  from  service  but  on 
their  enlistment,  has  been,  under  the  claim  of  pre- 
rogative, substantially  violated,  yet  the  form  of 
the  commission  to  impress  retains  the  evidence  of 
this  violation.  It  is  in  these  words:  (Fost.  C.  L. 
15  c.)  ^'  We  do  hereby  empower  and  direct  you  to 
^  impress,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
^  men,  &c.,  giving  unto  each  man  one  shilling  for 
\  press  money,"  £c.  Thus  I  have  shown  that  Brit- 
ish subjects  are  not  legally  bound,  unless  they  re- 
ceive prettj  or  bounty,  to  enlist;  and,  to  avoid 
imposition,  it  is  provided  by  statute,  (5  and  6.  W. 


and  M.,  c.  15)  *'  That  no  person  shall  be  enlisted 
^  for  the  land  service,  who  did  not,  in  the  presence 
^  of  a  magistrate,  high-constable,  dc^c,  declare  his 
'  free  consent  to  be  enlisted  as  a  soldier." 

Can  we,  then,  submit  the  exercise  of  this  royal 
prerogative  right  to  be  enforced  on  those  sailing 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
limits  of  the  British  Empire? — ^a  practice,  Judge 
Blackstone  informs  us,  Britons  have  submitted  to 
with  great  reluctance — and.  will  it  not  be  said, 
that  we  are  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  should  not 
guard  our  seamen  against  this  outrage  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power  ?  But  it  may  be  said,  the 
British  Government  has  a  right  to  the  service  of 
her  own  subjects.  I  have  shown,  not  by  impress- 
ment; and  1  will  now  show  that  they  have  the 
right  of  becoming  American  citizens,  and  being 
protected  in  that  right.  (Tuck.  Black.  1  vol.  p. 
145.)  "By  the  law  of  nature,  man  is  subject  to 
'  no  restrain tS;  and  nuiy  pass  into  any  region." 
(Yat.  172,  sec.  225.)  /By  the  law  of  nations, 
'  every  subject  has  a  right  to  expatriate  himself, 
^  and  seek  his  fortune  where  he  can  best  promote 
*  his  interest."  (1  Black.  Com.  265,  F.  N.  B.  85.) 
And  by  the  common  law,  every  Englishman  may 
go  out  of  the  realm  without  the  King's  leave  for 
any  cause  he  pleaseth ;  and  so  far  has  Britain  re- 
cognised this  rip^ht  in  others,  by  Parliament,  that, 
by  the  navigation  act,  one-fourth  of  every  ship's 
crew  may  be  foreigners.  (6  Ann,  c.  37.)  By  the 
statute  of  Ann,  three-fourths  may  be  foreigners, 
and  by  the  statute  of  George  II.,  (13  Geo.  2,  c.  3,) 
it  is  provided,  '*  That  any  foreigner  serving  on 
'  board  of  any  merchant  ship,  or  ship  of  war,  for 
'  two  years,  in  time  of  war, -snail,  ipse  facto,  be- 
'  come  a  British  subject,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
'  lejges  of  a  native-born  subject."  Thus,  we  see, 
Britain  invites  foreigners  into  her  service,  and 
secures  them  in  all  tiie  privileges  of  her  native 
subjects,  amon^  which,  protection. is  the  most  im- 
portant. Can  It  be,  then,  that  Britain  will  exer- 
cise a  right  that  is  not  legitimate,  or  claim  for 
herself  what  she  denies  to  others  ?  If  not,  then 
she  admits  the  riffht  of  expatriation,  which  is 
established  by  the  law  of  nature,  of  nations,  and 
the  common  law,  and  tested  by  the  authority  of 
the  British  Parliament.  Can  we,  then,  feel  our- 
selves at  a  loss  for  authority  to  protect  those  who 
sail  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  when  we 
see  Britain  not  only  inviting  foreigners  into  her 
service,  but  securing  them  protection  by  the  solem- 
nity of  a  statute?  Can  we  then,  I  say^  want  au- 
thority or  zeal  to  protect  our  citizens  in  their  rights, 
secured  to  them  by  the  solemnity  of  a  Constitu- 
tion, under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath? 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  here  to  observe,  that 
all  legitimate  government  is  derived  from  the 
people,  and  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
tended for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  that  protection 
and  allegiance  are  reciprocal  obligations,  each  so 
important,  that  in  all  Governments,  in  all  ages, 
they  have  been  secured  by  the  solemnity  of  an 
oath. 

I  ask,  then,  is  not  the  conduct  of  Britain  a  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  our  seamen  ?  Are  they  not 
secured  in  these  rights  by  the  Constitution?  and 
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are  we  not  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obligation 
to  protect  them  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  ?.  (Vat. 
251,  sec.  1.)  '*  Whosoever  uses  a  citizen  ill,  iodi- 
'  rectly  offends  the  State — which  ought  to  protect 
'  their  citizens — and  his  Sovereign  should  avenge 

*  the  injuries,  punish  the  aggressor,  and,  if  posst- 
'  ble,ol>Iige  him  to  make  entire  satisfaction ;  since 
'  otherwise,  the  citizen  would  not  obtain  the  great 

*  end  of  the  civil  association,  which  is  safety." 

I  cannot  then  permit  myself  for  a  moi^ent  to 
suppose  that  a  right  so  important,  secured  by  ties 
80  solemn,  and  so  palpably  violated,  will  not  be 
protected  to  the  utmost  of  the  power  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  by  all  the  legislative 
means  they  possess,  consistent  with  the  sound 
principles  of  legislation  and  good  government. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  are  to  define  and 
punish  piracy.  In  defining  piracy,  I  wish  them 
not  to  exercise  a  wild,  but  legal  discretion,  which 
is  itself  defined,  to  "discern  by  law  what  is  just." 
I  will  therefore  call  their  attention  to  the  subject, 
as  it  has  been  considered  by  the  law  of  nations^ 
the  common  and  statute  law  of  Great  Britain. 
By  the  law  of  nations,  (Mol.  D.  J.  M.  57,)  ^the 
^  attacking  a  ship  at  sea  and  taking  away  some  of 
'  the  men  to  make  them  slaves,  is  piracy." 

Bv  the  common  law,  (4  Blac.  Com.  72,  3  Inst. 
109,)  piracy  consists  in  "committing  those  acts  of 
'  robbery  and  depredation  upon   the  high  seas  * 
'  which  if  committed  upon  land  would  be  felony." 

^  Every  community  have  a  right  (4  Bl.  C,  c. 
'  71)  to  inflict  that  punishment  upon  a  pirate  by 
'  the  rule  of  self-defence,  which  an  individual 

*  would  in  a  state  of  nature  have  been  otherwise 
'  entitled  to,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  pro- 

*  perty."  By  the  statute  of  Elizabeth,  (43.  Eliz.,) 
it  is  enacted  that  "  whoever  shall  hereafter,  with- 
'  out  lawful  authorityr,  take  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
'  subjects  against  their  will  and  detain  them  with 

*  force,  or  to  make  a  prey  or  spoil  of  his  person  or 
<  goods,  upon  deadly  feud,  or  otherwise,  should  be 
'  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  a  felon,  and  should  suf- 
'  fer  the  pains  of  death  without  benefit  of  clergy." 
This  statute  was  predicated  upon  a  state  of  things 
in  that  country,  not  more  intolerable  than  the 
present  state  of  American  seamen ;  nor  can  it  be 
considered  as  an  incorrect  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress  in  defining  piracy,  to  declare  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  and  consigning  them 
to  so  abject  a  slavery  as  they  are  subject  to  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  piracy — when,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  common  law.  and  by  the 
statute  of  Elizabeth,  we  discover  ourselves  per- 
fectly justified  in  so  doinff;  and  I  trust  we  can 
never  find  ourselves  less  disposed  to  protect  our 
citizens  than  Britain  has  been  to  protect  her  sub- 
jects; nor  of  declaring  that  act  piracy  committed 
on  the  high  sea,  that  Britain  considers  a  felony  of 
death  committed  on  land.  Nor  can  we  feel  any 
difficulty  in  imposing  the  pains  of  death  on  the 
offender,  for  a  piracy  on  personal  liberty,  when 
we  impose  it  in  all  cases  of  piracy  on  property, 
and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  the  punishment 
imposed  by  afl  nations  in  every  case  of  piracy. 
This  brings  me  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  justifies  the  repelling  force  by  forc^  and 


gives  a  premium  for  destroying  the  pirate,  wh*. 
all  writers  denounce  as  an  outlaw,  and    holii 
lawful  to  destroy.  Sir  Edward  Coke  (31  Inst,  i: . 
says  a  pirate  is  ''  Hostxe  humani  generis,^'*  wh.". 
is  an  enemy  to  the  human  race.    ^  That  an  c: 

*  lawed  felon  is  said  to  have  caput  lupinum,  i^„ 
^  he  might  be  knocked  on  the  head  like  a  ivoif  r 
'  any  one  that  should  meet  him,"  (Merr.  C.  4. .«.  - 
Co.  Lit.  123;)  and  Judge  Blackstone  tells  uv.: 
more  modern  times.  (4  Bl.  70.)  that  ''a  pirate  bi 

*  renounced  all  the  benefits  of  society  and  g^overa- 

*  ment,  and  has  reduced  himself  afresh  to  the  n- 
*■  age  state  of  nature  by  declaring  war  against:. 
'  mankind ;  all  mankind  must  declare  war  agai:u 
'  him,  so  that  every  community  hath  a  right  v 
^  the  rule  of  self-defence,  to  inflict  that  puDt>:* 
'  ment  upon  hhn  which  every  individual  wou.. 
Mn  a  ."^tate  of  nature  have  been  otherwise  entitle. 
'  to  do,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  property.' 
By  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  137,  sec.  169)  "T:-. 
^  riffht  of  punishing,  which  in  a  state  of  naur: 

*  belonged  to  each  individual,  is  founded  in  ::- 
'  right  of  safety.    Every  man  has  therefore  a  r^'- 

*  to  preserve  himself  from  injury,  and  by  force  ;. 
'  provide  for  his  own  security,  against  those  vti 
t  unjustly  attack  him."  Nor  are  we  left  to  t: 
elementary  writers  alone  to  support  this  doct^i^• 
The  very  point  has  been  judicially  determi^t^ 
in  the  (Fost.  C.  L.  154)  case  of  Alexander  Broa^ 
foot,  who  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Corot- 
lius  Calahan.  and  acquitted  by  Judge  Foster- 
direction  to  tne  jury.  The  case  was  this:  ^*Cap> 
'  tain  Han  way  had  a  press  warrant,  with  thi>(lj- 
^  rection  inserted  in  the  body  of  it:  ^You  areoc: 
'  to  entrust  any  person  with  the  execution  of  ti . 

*  warrant  but  a  commissioned  officer,  and  to  inser 
'  his  name  and  office  in  the  deputation  on  Ur 

*  other  side  hereof.'  He  endorsed:  'I  do  heret) 
'  depute  A.  B.  a  Lieutenant  of  the  mortar  slo:; 
'  to  impress,  6ccJ  On  25th  April,  1742.  Captai: 
'  Haaway  being  at  anchor,  in  ^ingroad,  at  Btn- 

*  tol,  ordered  the  ship's  boat  down  the  channel  t. 
'  press  a$  they  should  see  an  opportunity ;  tv. 
'  Lieutenant  staid  on  board  with  the  Captain,  h 
'  the  evening  the  boat  came  up  with  the  Bremen 
'  Factor,  in  that  part  of  the  channel  in  the  coca* 
^  ty  of  the  city  ot  Bristol ;  some  of  the  crew  wee: 
'  on  board  in  order  to  press  men,  who  being  is- 
'  formed  that  one  or  two  of  the  Bremen's  ma 
^  were  concealed  in  the  hold,  Calahan  with  three 

*  others  went  thither  in  search  of  them,  wher^ 
'  upon  Broad  foot,  one  of  the  Bremen's  men  (w:;c 

*  had  provided  a  blunderbuss  for  defence  a  gains: 
^  the  press  gang)  called  out,  and  asked  them  wba: 

*  they  came  for ;  he  was  answered  by  some  of  the 
'  press  gang :  '  We  come  for  you  and  your  com- 
*■  rades.'  Whereupon  he  cried  out, '  Keep  back.  I 
^  have  a  blunderbuss  loaded  with  swan  shot. 
^  Upon  this  the  other  stopped,  but  did  not  retire. 

*  He  then  cried  out,  ^  Where  is  your  Lieutenant  T 
^  and  being  answered,  '  He  is  not  far  ofi*,'  imme- 
'  diately  fired  among  them.  By  this  shot  Calahas 
'  was  killed,  and  one  or  two  of  the  press  gac: 
^  wounded."  In  this  case,  as  you  perceive,  Broad^ 
foot  was  acquitted  by  the  direction  of  the  Judge. 
Then,  if  an  Kngiishman  may  kill  an  Eaglishmafi 
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in  the  atteiQpt  to  impress  him,  because  the  author- 
ity was  incorrectly  executed,  can  we  feel  a  doubt 
that  an  American  may  kill  an  Englishman,  when 
by  no  possibility  there  can  be  any  color  of  author- 
ity; and  that  too  without  the  jurisdiction  and 
limits  of  the  British  empire,  when  sailing  under 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag  ?  I  can  feel 
no  doubt. 

And  as  to  giving  a  bounty  for  killing  this  ho8- 
tis  humani  generis^  wearing  the  capiU  lupinum, 
I  trust  there  can  be  no  obiection,  when  we  con- 
sider the  practice  of  other  States  and  nations,  par- 
ticularly JBritain  herself,  who,  by  the  statute  of 
George  XL,  (8  Geo.  2,  c.  24,)  gives  a  bounty  to  en- 
courage the  destruction  of  pirates.    The  statute 
is  in  these  words :  "  That,  to  encourage  the  de- 
'  fence  against  pirates,  the. commanders  or  sea- 
'  men  wounded,  and  the  widows  of  such  seamen 
^  as  are  slain  in  anv  piratical  engagement,  shall 
^  be  entitled  to  a  Dountv,  to  be  divided  amons 
^  them,  not  exceedinsr  the  value  of  one-fiftieth 
*  part  of  the  carso  on  board."    Can  we  then,  with 
the  example  of  Britain  before  our  eyes,  giving 
bounty  for  the  protection  of  property,  teel  any  re- 
luctance in  giving  a  bounty  for  the  protection  of 
liberty?    Can  it  be  possible  that  Britain  shall 
protect  the  property  of  her  subjects  with  more 
vigilance  and  circumspection  than  America  will 
protect  tbe  liberty  and  lives  of  her  citizens?    I 
will  not  for  a  moment  permit  the  hateful  idea  to 
torment  me.    It  cannot  be  so.>    As  these  provis- 
ions are  mere  declarations  of  the  law,  that  our 
seamen  may  know  their  rights,  and  resist  the  un- 
lawful force  with  safety ;  and  as  the  exercise  of 
this   repulsive  force  may  induce  severities  and 
death  itself,  it  becomes  neces<^ary  to  secure  the 
exercise  of  it  bv  the  provisions  of  this  act.  There- 
fore the  next  clause  is  introduced,  authorizing  the 
President  to  retaliate  in  case  of  any  cruelties  ex- 
ercised on  our  seamen.    This  is  dictated  by  the 
soundest  policy,  legitimated  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  recognised  by  our  own  laws.    By  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  426.  §  341,)  "when  a  sov- 
'  ereign  is  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
^  his  subjects  are  treated  by  the  law  and  custom  of 
'  another  nation,  he  is  at  liberty  to  declare  he  will 
^  treat  the  subjects  of  that  nation  in  the  same 
'  manner  his  subjects  are  treated ;  this  is  called 
'  the  Law  of  Retortion.    There  is  nothing  in  this 
'  but   what  is  conformable  to  sound    politics." 
(Vat.  432,  §  351.)    At  Athens,  the  law  permitted 
tbe  relations  of  him  who  had  been  assassinated  to 
seize  three  of  the  natives  of  that  country,  and  de- 
tain them  till  the  murderer  was  punished  or  de- 
livered up,  and  our  own  law  recoornises  this  prin- 
ciple. By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1799,  it  is  provided, 
that  if  any  seaman,  who  shall  have  been  impres- 
sed on  board  any  vessel  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France,  who  shall  be  taken  by  France,  and 
hath  suffered  death,  or  any  corporal  punishment 
by  the  authority  of  France  or  any  officer  under 
their  authority,  the  President  shall  cause  the  most 
rigorous  retaliation  to  be  executed  on  any  citizen 
of  the  French  Republic  that  may  be  taken  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.    But  perhaps  it 
may  be  insisted  these  were  Frenphmen,  and  not 
9th  Con.— 3 


entitled  to  the  saine  measure  of  justice  as  Eng- 
lishmen. By  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  434^  §  354) 
these  measures  are  milder  than  war,  which  in- 
volves the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  "The 
Prince,  therefore,  who  attempts  this  method,  in- 
stead of  coming  to  an  open  rupture,  is  doubtless 
worthy  of  peace,  on  account  of  his  moderation 
and  prudence ;  but  they  who  run  to  arms  with- 
out necessity,  are  scourges  to  the  human  race, 
barbarians,  enemies  to  society,  and  rebels  to  the 
law  of  nations,  or,  rather,  to  the  common  Father 
of  mankind." 
This  brings  me  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill, 
which  secures  the  impressed  seaman  compensa- 
tion for  his  false  imprisonment  not  far  beyond  the 
wages  in  the  merchant  service,  and  authorizes 
the  attachment  of  so  much  of  the  debts  to  Brit- 
ish subjects  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
there  being  no  other  means  of  redress.  All  man- 
kind will  declare  it  just,  and  Britain  herself  has 
judicially  established  the  principle  in  the  case  de- 
cided by  C.  J.  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord  Camden, 
Say.  Dam.  219.)    The  case  was  in  an  action  for 


against  a  journeyman  printer  of  North  Britain, 
who  was  kept  six  hours  and  treated  civilly ;  300 
pounds  damages' were  given.  On  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  because  of  excessive  damages,  Pratt. 
Chief  Justice,  declared  that,  as  ir  was  a  general 
warrant  and  an  attack  upon  public  liberty  and 
against  Magna  Charta,  and  as  they  attempted  to 
justify  its  legality,  there  ouffht  to  be  exemplary 
damages;  and  in  all  cases  wherever  an  injury  is 
done  under  the  color  of  authority,  as  where  an 
bfiicer  under  an  authority  to  impress  exceeds  that 
authority.    Motion  overruled. 

It  will  not,  then,  be  said  by  an  American  Con- 
gress, that,  for  the  false  imprisonment  of  an  Amer- 
ican seaman  sixty  dollars  per  month  can  be  too 
high,  for  his  bondage  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 
exposed  to  every  hardship,  when  a  British  subject, 
for  six  hours  confinement,  with  civil  treatrnent, 
had  eight  hundred  dollars  damages  by  a  British 
jury ;  nor  can  the  method  of  recovering  tbe  same 
be  opposed  upon  sound  principles.  (Vat.  431,  sec. 
350.)  By  the  law  of  nations,  "justice  is  said  to 
^  be  denied,  when  the  subject  is  not  permitted  to 
^  establish  his  right  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
^justice,  or  when  great  and  unreasonable  delay  is 
'  efiected,  equivalent  to  a  refusal."  And  it  can 
never  be  said  that,  after  ten  years  spent  in  fruit- 
less negotiation,  and  after  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  President  "that  every  spark  of  hope  is 
extinguished,"  and  the  cup  of  humiliation  drain- 
ed to  its  dregs,  that  the  delay  is  not  unreasonable 
and  equivalent  to  a  refusal.  And  we  are  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  151,  sec.  1)  to 
retaliate,  to  enforce,  if  possible,  the  making  the 
citizen  entire  satisfaction.  It  may  be  objected, 
however,  that  this  remedy  is  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  London  of  19:h  November,  1794,  which 
secures  the  inviolability  of  British  debts;  but  it 
will  be  recollected  that  this  violation  on  our  part 
is  induced  by  the  violation  of  the  same  treaty  by 
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Great  Britain  by  an  attack  on  the  libertf  of  the 
citizen,  and  it  can  never  be  said  that  we  are  not 
justified  by  claiming  the  damages  we  have  receiv- 
ed by  a  violation  on  personal  liberty,  as  a  correct 
set-off  against  any  damages  they  may  receive  by 
a  breach  of  the  same  contract,  by  an  attack  on 
personal  property.  It  can  never  ble,  in  the  eye  of 
justice  and  in  a  land  of  liberty,  that  property  is 
more  to  be  respected  than  liberty,  nor  can  we  feel 
ourselves  unauthorized,  when  tne  law  of  retalia- 
tion and  self-preservation,  which  are  written  on 
the  heart  of  man  by  the  finger  of  Omnipotence, 
holds  us  justified.  Nor,  when  we  consider  that 
we  ourselves  have  totally  annulled  and  declared 
void  the  Treaty  with  France,  because  of  her  vio- 
lation of  her  treaty  by  the  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce: refusing  to  do  us  justice,  can  we  hesitate 
to  make  this  partial  repeal  of  the  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain  so  far  only  as  is  necessary  to  do  our 
oppressed  seamen  justice,  by  the  sacrifice  of  Brit- 
ish property  at  the  shrine  of  American  liberty, 
when  we  reflect  that  it  is  the  only  means  where- 
by we  can  remunerate  our  enslaved  seamen  for 
their  cruel  bondage ;  that  the  safety  of  the  people 
is  the  supreme  law,  and  that  we  are  the  sentinels 
to  protect  their  rights  and  avenge  their  wrongs? 


Toes  DAY,  January  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to  each  class 
its  particular  duties. 

Asreeably  to  notice  ffiven  yesterday,  Mr.  Smitb, 
of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louis- 
iana, and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the'Senate. 

The  bills  were  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  naval  service  during  the  year 
1805,"  was  read  the  second  time  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  having  been  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  it  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  the  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the 
year  1805,  have  so  far  exceeded  the  appropriation  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 
On  motion,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 


October  last,  which  was  read  in  Senate  on  Friday  list 
and  withdlrawn  to  be  laid  before  the  Hoiue  of  'Ritpit 

sentatives. 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  constden- 
tion. 

The  bill  to  empower  Gkorge  Rapp  and  his  a^ 
sociates,  in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  parch25f 
certain  lands,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  o{  ti- 
Whole;  and/an  amendment  having  been  propo^e^ 

Ordered.  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post* 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnificatioc 
of  American  seamen  was  read  the  second  tim; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof,  as  in  Ccc 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  was  made  the  order  of  tb. 
dav  for  Monday  next. 

6n  moti  on  the  Senate  resumed  the  second  readiBf 
of  the  confidential  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  prt}- 
vision  for  any  extraordinary  expenses  attendio; 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  aoc 
foreign  nations,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole: 
and  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Hoaa« 
without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  third  reading  thereof  be  tlie 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

WEUNEsnAT,  January  22. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  extending  the  power 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Loo- 
isiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  se^ 
ond  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Wortbingto!!. 
Baluwin,  Wright,  Moore,  and  Andersom,  in 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  tlit 
Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  tci- 
ritory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  riTe 
Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  t: 
Messrs.  Mac  lay,  Kitchbl,  and  Smith,  of  Ohia 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Mac  LAY  stated  in  his  place,  that  the  Le^ 
lature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  passed  i 
resolution,  that  their  Senators  in  Congress  be  in- 
structed to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  Judiciary : 
and  submitted  the  following  motion,  which  ym 
read  and  laid  on  the  table :    . 

Rucked  f  by  the  Senate  and  Hou$e  of  Repreaenisr 
fives  of  the  ifnited  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congress  a^ 
sembledf  tuHhthirds  of  hath  Hduses  concurring,  Tki( 
the  following  article  be  propoaed  to  the  LegiaUtuie* «( 
the  several  Imitates  as  an  amendment  to  the  ConstitutkB 
of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  bj  thR^ 
fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  ahall  be  valid,  as  pcf- 
of  the  said  Constitution,  to  wit : 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  ehall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  controversies  between  a  Statr 
and  the  citizens  of  another  State  ;  between  citizens  o* 
different  States;  between  citizens  of  the  same  Stale 
claiming  lands  under  grants  of  difierent  States ;  asi 
between  a  State  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  oi 
land  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Balowin,  and  Tracy,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  aad  his  as- 
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sociates,  in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  recommitted  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Bradley,  and  Worth inoton,  further 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  agreeably  to  notice 
fiyen  yesterday,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
a  the  following  bill,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
a  a  second  reading : 

\.  BiU  for  claming  the  Militia,  and  assigning  to  each 
class  its  particular  duties. 

Be  it  enacted^  4'Cm  That  every  free,  abled-bodied 
vhlte  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of 
nghteen  years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five,  whose 
irincipal  occupation  is  not  on  the  high  sea,  or  the  tide 
waters  within  the  United  States,  shall  be  of  the  militia 
or  the  land  service  of  the  United  States,  The  persons 
io  to  constitute  the  land  militia,  shall  be  enrolled  by 
heir  names  and  ages,  in  their  proper  districts,  and  in 
K>oks  kept  for  that  purpose;  such  enrollment  to  be 
Hade  without  delay  of  those  now  within  the  descrip- 
ion,  and  from  time  to  time  as  to  others  who  shall  here- 
after become  so,  always  noting  the  date  of  enrollment, 
md  placing  in  a  distiQct  page,  or  part  of  the  book, 
hose  of  every  different  year  of  age,  from  forty-five 
Ipwn  to  eighteen. 

The  said  militia  shall  be  distributed  into  classes  as 
bllows,  to  wit :  The  junior  class  shall  be  composed  of 
hose  above  twenty-one,  and  under  twenty-six  years  of 
ige ;  the  middle  class  of  those  above  twenty-six,  and 
mder  thirty-five  yeam  of  age ;  the  senior  class  of  those 
ibove  thirty-five  and  under  for(y-£ve  yean  of  age ;  and 
hose  above  eighteen,  and  under  twenty-one  years  of 
ige  riiall  compose  the  minor  class. 

The  joaior  cfans  shall  be  liaUa  to  perlbrm  all  aciiva 
lervicas  within  the  United  States,  or  the  coontrics  next 
uljacent,  by  tours  of  duty,  not  to  exceed  one  year  in 
my  two ;  and  in  order  that  the  said  services  may  be 
equired  of  them  equally,  those  of  every  battalion  shall, 
>y  its  commanding  officer,  be  immediately  divided  by 
ot  into  ten  parts,  or  portions,  as  nearly  equal  as  may 
le;  each  portion  to  be  distinguished  by  its  particular 
lumber,  from  one  to  ten,  and  to  be  called  into  duty  in 
he  order  of  their  numbers,  tuch  call  extending  to  so 
nany  numbers  as  the  exigency  may  require,  and  every 
Krson  so  called  on,  may  be  assigned  to  the  service  of 
he  artillery,  infantry,  cavalry,  or  of  any  other  descrip- 
ion,  as  th&  competent  authority  shall  direct. 

In  consideration  of  the  assiduous  discipline  required 
rom  the  junior  class,  and  of  the  services  they  shall 
lave  performed,  or  been  liable  to  perform  while  in  it, 
hey  shall  never  after  passing  into  the  middle  class,  be 
bblc  to  actual  service,  but  where  the  junior  class  for 
be  time  being  is  inadequate  to  the  exigency;  and 
hen  in  their  own  or  one  of  the  adjoining  States  only, 
aid  by  tours  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  year : 
br  which  purpose  they  shall  be  distributed  into  sections 
tnd  called  on  in  routine,  as  is  provided  in  the  case  of 
he  junior  class. 

The  senior  and  minor  classes  shall  be  liable  to  be 
Uled  on  to  do  duty  within  their  own  State  only,  and  by 
Nits  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  year,  and 
key  shall  be  separately  distributed  into  portions  and 
Rimbers,  and  called  on  in  routine  as  provided  for  the 
Iher  classes. 

Bzemptions  firom  militia  duty,  except  in  cases  of  re- 


ligious scruple  against  bearing  arms,  shall  only  extead 
to  die  ordinary  duties  of  mustering  and  disciplining, 
after  having  entered  the  middle  or  senior  class,  but  att 
exempts  shall  be  enrolled  in  their  classes  and  number% 
and  when  called  on  for  actual  military  service,  ahaU  bo 
bound  as  others  are  to  perform  their  due  tours. 

If  any  person  called  on  to  do  the  actual  duties  of  his 
class,  shall  refuse,  or  unnecessarily  delay  to  enter  oa 
duty,  he  shall  be  arrested  as  a  deserter,  either  by  the 
civU  or  military  authority,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
proper  military  officer,  and  either  punished  as  a  de- 
serter, or  compelled  to  perform  his  tour  of  duty.  But 
any  person  so  called  on  may  compute  his  personal  ser- 
vice, by  tendering  as  a  substitute  an  able-bodied  white 
man,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  fit  for  the  service 
in  the  judgment  of  the  officer  who  is  to  command  him, 
and  wUiing  to  engage  therein.  And  all  persons,  while 
engaged  in  performing  a  tour  of  duty,  shall  have  the 
pay  and  rations  alfowod  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  snbject  to  the  rules,  regulations,  and  at^ 
tides,  provided  for  the  government  of  the  same. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  fuHker  enacted,  That^  provis- 
ions in  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  pertio- 
ular  State,  or  Territory,  inconsistent  with  those  of  this 
act,  are  hereby  repealed;  and  all  provisions  in  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State  or  Ter- 
ritory not  inconsistent  herewith,  shall  be  understood  to 
be  left  in  force,  and  liable  to  alteration  by  tiieir  respect- 
ive enacting  authorities. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yealerday,  that  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States  be  requested  to  eommunicate  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State ;  9nd  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the 
motion  as  follo¥r9 : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  he  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  proper,  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  18th  of  Oo- 
tober,  ld06,  with  a  postscript,  dated  25th,  which  was 
read  in  Senate  on  Friday  last,  and  withdrawn  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  pro- 
posed resolution  be  referred  to  a  select  committee ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  23. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  in 
part  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  **An  act 
to  anthorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhab- 
itants at  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
meniioned  ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  Seth 
Harding,  commander  of  a  ship  m  the  serrice  of 
the  United  Slates,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
in  which  service  he  received  extreme  bodily  injury, 
as  is  stated  at  large  in  his  petition,  and  praying 
such  pecuniary  relief  as  may,  to  Congress,  seem 
reasonable  for  a  person  debilitated  by  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Tracy,  and  Sumter,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Turner  communicated  the  representation 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  pensioners  on  the  list  of  that  State,  and 
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of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  15th 
instant,  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  relat- 
ing thereto. 

Mr*  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot,  of  land,  re- 
ported amend rpents ;  which  were  ^ead  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  Logan,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  16th 
instant  the  bill  to  suspend,  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
idand  of  St.  Domingo,  reported  the  same  amend- 
ed ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island  of 
St  Domingo. 

Be  it  enacted  4'C«)  That  all  commercial  intercourse 
between  any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the 
United  States,  and  any  person  or  persons  resident 
within  ai)y  part  of  the.  island  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in 
possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government 
of  France,  shall  be,  and  from  and  after  due  notice  of 
Ibis  act  at  the  custom  houses  respectively,  is  hereby 
prohibited.  And  sny  ship  or  vessel,  owned,  hired  or 
employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  person  or  persons 
resident  within  the  United  States,  or  by  any  citizen  or 
citizens  thereof,  resident  elsewhere,  and  sailing  from 
any  port  of  the  United  States  after  that  time,  or  from 

any  other  port  in  America,  after  the day  of 

next ;  or  from  any  other  port  whatever,  after  the  --^ 
day  of  — '• —  next ;  which,  contrary  to  the  intent  hereof, 
flbail  be  voluntarily  eaxried,  or  shall  be  destined  to 
proceed,  whether  directly,  or  from  any  intermediate 

Sort  or  plaooi  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  island  of 
i.  Domingo,  and  not  in  possession,  and  under  the  ac- 
knowledged Government  of  France ;  and  also  any  cargo 
which  shall  be  found  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
when  detected  or  interrupted  in  such  unlawftil  purpose, 
or  at  her  return  from  such  voyage  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and  con- 
demned in  any  court  of  the  United  States. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  H  further  enacted.  That  after  due 
notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses,  no  ship 
or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clearance  for  any 
port  or  place  within  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  and  not 
in  the  actual  possession  of  France :  nor  shall  any  cleai^ 
ance  be  granted  for  a  foreign  vorage  to  any  ship  or 
vessel,  owned,  hired  or  employea,  wholly  or  in  part, 
by  any  person  or  persons,  resident  in  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  citizen  or  citizens  there<^  resident  elsewhere, 
until  the  owner  or  the  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  his 
&ctor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  and  one  or  more  suf- 
ficient surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United 
States ;  such  owner,  employer  or  fector,  with  the  master, 
in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  her 
cargo ;  and  such  surety  or  sureties  in  a  siun  equal  to 
ti^e  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  one-third  of  her  cargo, 
when  it  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and  if 
it  shall  exceed,  then  in  that  sum,  with  condition  that 
the  ship  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be  re- 
quired,  is  actually  destined,  and  shall  proceed  to  some 
port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  such  part  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  pos- 
acasion,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 


France,  and  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  not  be 
voluntarily  carried  or  permitted  to  proceed,  whether, 
directly,  or  from  any  intermediate  p<Nrt  or  place,  to  soy 
port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the  island  of  8t  Do- 
mingo»  as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  possession,  and 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  France,  and 
shall  not,  at  any  such  port  or  place,  voluntarily  sell,  de- 
liver, or  unlade  any  part  of  such  cargo ;  and  generally 
that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such  voyage,  shall 
net  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  oommeroe  with  or 
for  any  person  resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of 
St  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  possession,  and  under 
the  acknowledged  Government  of  France* 

Sac.  3.  And  he  it  further  enadedt  That  ail  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  tim  act,  and 
which  may  be  recovered,  shall  be  distributed,  and  ao- 
counted  for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  regulate  the  coUection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage ;"  and  may  be  mitigated  or  re- 
mitted in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  ^ 
forfeitures,  penalties  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain 
cases  therein  mentioned." 

DEFEKCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York,  submitted  a  report  on  that  part  of  the 
same  whicn  relates  to  the  "  defenceless  situation 
of  the  port  of  New  York ;"  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

Early  in  the  history  of  North  America,  the  harbor 
of  New  York  was  discoverad  by  the  Dutch  to  be  a  con- 
venient place  of  resort  for  ships.  Subsequent  experi- 
enoe  has  proved  the  judgment  of  the  Hollanders  to  have 
been  good.  The  place  ^ere  the  North  river  forms  a 
junction  with  Long  Island  Sound,  is  aa  wellt  if  uo^  het^ 
ter,  adapted  to  navigation  and  trade,  than  any  which 
the  Atlantic  coast  affoida. 

The  city,  at  the  head  of  the  harboor,  ie  about  twenty- 
seven  miles  finom  the  ocean.  The  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tide  is  about  six  feet  The  aaltneas  of  the  water  is 
not  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  neighboringr  ^^ 

The  harbor  is  a  bay,  or  basin»  surrounded  chiefly  by 
islands,  though  the  space  from  the  foot  of  the  Never- 
sink  hills  to  the  river  Raritan,  and  another  space,  from 
Bergen  Point  to  Hoboken,  are  parts  of  the  main  Isaa 
which  skirt  the  shores  between  the  insular  positions. 
The  laud  is  mostly  low,  and  is  composed  principally  ^ 
gravel,  sand,  and  loam ;  and  in  certain  spots  strata  of 
solid  granite  appear. 

The  island  of  Sandy  Hook,  where  the  light-house 
stands,  is  little  more  than  a  beach,  rising  not  far  above 
the  level  of  spring  tides.  Staten  Island  swells  "^^ 
moderate  hills,  and  presents,  eqiecially  on  its  eastern 
side,  several  bold  elevations.  Long  Island,  whose  ^^^' 
em  extremity  loses  its  ridges  and  hills  in  the  pl^^ 
Flaliands  and  New  Utrecht,  still  retains  at  the  Nar- 
rows, where  its  cliflb  are  somewhat  abrupt  and  P^^^ 
nent,  several  positions  of  considerable  strength.  »^ 
these  shores  of  the  two  last  mentioned  islands,  tne 
army  of  the  enemy  was  landed  in  1776,  and  a  re^ 
tition  of  such  an  invasion,  might  be  discouraged  by  ta 
erection  of  suitable  works  to  oppose  it  Governor 
Island  has  been  aheady  much  improved  by  mintsij 
works,  and  is  the  spot  on  which  Fort  Jay,  and  *^®  ^fw 
cipal  other  fortifications^  have  been  erected.  ^.®.  ^j 
Island,  though  very  small,  has  also  been  ^"'{^^ 
proper  for  defensive  operations,  and  in  aomB  ^^^^ 
prepared  to  annoy  an  enemy.    On  Manhattan  Uup^* 
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when  the  city  of  New  York  stands,  there  was  once  a 
fort  and  iMittery.  These  have  heen  demolished  of  lale 
/ears,  under  a  conviction  of  their  unfitness,  as  have 
likewise  some  more  recent  breast-works  and  parapets, 
which,  though  constructed  but  eight  or  nine  years  ago, 
were,  within  a  twelvemonth,  destroyed  by  the  people 
who  made  them. 

Between  these  islands  there  are  deep  channels,  and 
rapid  currents.  Ships  of  large  force  may  be  brought 
in  from  the  sea,  and  anchored  in  safety  abreast  of  the 
town.  And  having  once  reached  that  station,  there  is 
water  enough  to  conviSy  frigates,  or  even  larger  ships, 
quite  to  the  city  of  Hudson. 

To  the  saltnesB,  depth,  and  swiftness  of  the  current, 
is  to  be  ascribed  the  openness  of  the  harbor  of  New 
Vork  during  the  winter.  In  1780,  its  surface  was  cov- 
ered by  a  thick,  strong,  covering  ik  ioe.  The  like  has 
never  happened  since,  not  even  during  the  rigorous 
winter  or  1805 ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that,  whUe  the 
Delaware,  Patepsco,  and  Potomac,  are  fhwen,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore,  and  Alexandria,  are  secured  there- 
by from  the  fleets  of  'an  invader,  the  bay  of  New  York, 
though  situated  further,  to  the  northward,  possesses, 
commonly,  no  such  protection,  but  is  accessible  from 
the  ocean  with  but  trifling  impediment. 

The  insecurity  of  the  city  is  evinced  by  other  facts. 
With  a  amaU  souadron  of  ships,  in  1674,  the  English 
took  it  from  the  jDutch.  Shortly  afterwards,  it  was  re- 
taken with  almost  equal  ease.  No  cause  of  attack  occur- 
ling  until  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
it  was  found  utterly  incapable  of  defence  against  a  hos- 
tile fleet  and  army,  in  1776,  and  abandoned  to  the  en- 
emy by  the  troops  arrayed  for  its  protection ;  and  that 
Teiy  foe,  which  then  gained  the  possession,  held  it  as  a 
garrison  until  1783,  when,  on  its  evacuation,  the  inhab- 
itants were  enabled  to  return  to  thor  homes,  after  an 
•xile  of  seven  long  years. 

Since  the  Revolution,  New  York  has  greatly  increased 
m  population,  extent,  capital,  and  enterprise.  The  m^ 
morialists  state,  that,  there  one-third  of  the  nattoual 
revenue  is  eoUected.  They  hope  so  important  a  sea- 
port may  be  thought  worthy  of  an  efiident  defenfse. 
And  they  beg  that  a  portion  of  the  public  treasure,  ac- 
cumulated in  ll^t  place,  may  be  expended  in  render- 
ing both  that  treesore  and  the  city  in  which  it  is  kept, 
more  secure. 

For  the  further  information  of  the  Senate,  the  com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  a  piece  of  land  has 
been  already  purchased  by  the  State,  on  Staten  Island, 
comprehending  the  .high  points  on  which  the  signnal- 
poles  of  the  merchants  are  erected.  The  greater  part 
of  Governor's  Island  is  understood  to  be  the  property 
of  the  State,  a  small  part  of  it,  only,  having  been  pur- 
chased by  the  nation.  On  these  parcels  of  ground,  the 
labor  of  constructing  works  is  the  principal  matter  of 
expense ;  and  it  is  in  this  posture  of  aiTairsy  that  the 
memorialists,  after  the  State  has  done  so  much,  ask  the 
nation  to  bear  a  proportional  port  of  the  charge  neees- 
•ary  to  provide  more  formidable  means  of  defence  and 
offence. 

Extravagant  estimates  have  been  made  by  certain 
jobbers  and  projectors.  Aitiflcial  islands,  and  immense 
pieiv,  and  enormous  floating  batteries,  and  vut  chev- 
aux-de-fiises,  have  been  talked  of— enough  to  absorb 
the  whole  revenue,  and  to  terrify  all  sober  calculators 
of  the  cost.  The  committee  have  dismissed  those 
■chemes  as  favoring  rather  of  the  visionary  and  mag- 
nificent, than  of  the  useful  and  feasible.  They  con- 
tent themselves  with  recommending  an  appropriation. 


to  a  moderate  amount,  for  making  further  military  im- 
provements on  the  sites  already  purchased,  and  which 
the  State  may  hereafter  purchase  and  surrender;  in 
full  confidence  at  the  same  time,  that  a  due  proportioii 
of  the  heavy  artillery,  armed  ships,  and  gun-boats  of 
the  nation,  will  be  stationed  at  the  harbor  of  New  York* 

Under  these  impressions  the  following  proposition  is 
submitted : 

'*  Resohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  th« 
sum  of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  un- 
der such  direction,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
fortifying  the  harbor  and  city  of  New  York." 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  to  be  within  the  Urn* 
its  assigned  them,  to  recommend  another  proposition, 
in  favor  of  the  capital  of  South  Carolina : 

"  Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $  ■  ■,  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  under 
such  regulations,  as  Congress  shall  judge  pro^r,  in 
fortifying  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolma." 

And  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  other  defence- 
less places,  if  any  such  there  be,  the  committee  submit 
another  proposition : 

<'  Reiolvedi  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  th« 

sum  of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  fortifying  such  ports 

and  harbors,  other  than  New  York  and  Charleston,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  think  most 
conducive  to  the  p«d>Uo  security. 

On  motion,  that  the  third  readine  of  the  bill 
entitled  ^^An  act  making  provision  for  defraying 
any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  inter* 
course  between  the  United  States  and  foreiirii 
nations,"  be  postponed,  the  Senate  were  equaUy 
divided:  yeas  15 3  nays  15;  and  the  question  of 
postponement  was  determined  by  the  President 
in  the  aflSrmatire. 


Wednesday,  January  29. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Wor- 
th inqton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther providing  for  the  government  of  the  district 
of  Louisiana,  aad  the  ordinance  of  Congress  'of 
the  13th  of,  July,  1787;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  ej:tend  jurisdictioD| 
in  certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCHiLL,  Tracy,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  authorizing  a  detach* 
ment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,''  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Sum- 
ter, Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Baldwin,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Scth  Harding,  late  a  Captain 
in  the  Navv  of  the  United  States,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  the  bill  baring  been  report* 
ed  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 
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The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  with  his  gen- 
eral account  from  October  1,  1804,  to  October  1, 
1805;  also,  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  for  the  same  period;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repretentaiivee  .• 

Having  received  from  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  with  those  which  I 
communicated  to  Congress  with  my  message  of  17th 
instant,  I  now  communicate  this  also,  as  a  proper  sequel 
to  the  former,  and  as  making  a  part  of  the  mass  bf  evi- 
dence of  the  violations  of  our  rights  on  the  ocean. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jaituabt  29, 1806. 

The  Message  and  paper  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred,  together  with  the  message  )re- 
ceived  on  the  17th  instant,  to  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Mitchill,  Anderson.  Logan,  Tracy, 
Adams,  and  Baldwin,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,-  at 
the  ofiening  of  the  session,  which  Mlates  to  the 
Tiolalions  of  neutral  rights. 


Thursday,  January  30. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
district  of  Louisiana,"  and  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  was  read  the  second 
time^ndreferred  to  Messrs.  WoRTHiNGON,MooRE, 
and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  reported  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  amended,  and  a  further 
amendment  proposed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill ;  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow 


Friday,  January  31. 

Mr.  Maclay,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill  entitled  '*An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and 
Judges,  of  the  late  territory  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  reported  the  same 
without  anaendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 


bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land, 
a^in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  with  the  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  compensation  of  the  witnesses  who  at- 
tended, under  process,  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Utiited  States;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bayard,  Baldwin,  and 
Anderson,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of 
American  seamen. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Wright, 
Baldwin,  Tracy,  Logan,  and  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tne  third  reading  or  the  bil)  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  was  resumed,  and  the  further  con* 
sideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  library  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any 
act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted S  lates;  and  for  other  purposes,  relative  to  the 
public  debt ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  conoyrrence 
of  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  28th  instant, 
Mr.  LooAN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in 
a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persons  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act. 
making  provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary 
expenses  attending  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,''  was  resumed; 
and,  on  the  question  to  amend  the  bill,  as  follows: 
After  the  words  "United  States,"  sec.  1,  insert 
"for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  negotiation,  or 
otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient,  the 
free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  territory,  lying  south  and 
east  thereof,  or  any  other  territory  lying  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  of  the  aforesaid  river 
St.  Lawrence  not  owned  or  possessed  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hillhouse, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  Whiter 
and  Wright. 
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NiLT0 — Meaan.  Adair,  Andemm,  Baldwin,  Gondit, 
Tenner,  Claillaid,  Oilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Madaj,  Mitchill,  Moow,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneaaee,  Sum- 
ter, Thruaton,  Tamer,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  in 
sec.  1,  after  the  vords  "United  Suiea."  "towards 
the  settling,  establishing,  and  defending,  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States;*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  20,  as  follows : 

YiAB — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gilman> 
HiUhoQse,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maiyland, 
Tncy,  Slid  White. 

Nats — Meaara.  Adair,  Andenon,  Baldwin,  Gondii, 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
TcDnessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter»  Tluniston,  Tur- 
ner, Worthington,  and  Wright 


Monday,  February  3. 

The  bill  brought  up  from  the  H6use  of  Repre- 
lentatives  for  concurrence,  on  Friday  last,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
aod  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
vas  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  complaining  of  new  principles  and 
expositions  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  the  Admi- 
ralty Courts  of  Great  Britain,  and  stating  the 
gnat  losses  and  sufferings  induced  thereby  to  neu- 
tral commerce,  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
GoTernment ;  and  the  memorial  was  read  aod  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  ]dth  of 
January  last,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  on  a  simi- 
lar subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Mitchill  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  governor  of  the  hospital  ill  the  city  of  New 
York,  stating  the  inadequacy  of  the  provisions 
made  for  the  support  of  American  seamen,  from 
time  to  time  admitted  into  that  hospital,  and  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  funds  for  that  purpose ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mes- 
srs. MiTCBiLLi,  Adams,  and  Bmith,  of  Maryland, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  ^rsons  counter- 
feiting the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Batard,  and  Tract, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Pickering  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston,  stating  great  injuries  sus- 
tained by  the  aggressions  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers, and  particularly^  from  the  recent  construction 
of  the  law  of  nations  respecting  neutral  com- 
merce, in  the  Admiralty  Courts  of  Oreat  Britain ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  15th  January,  to 
whom  were  referred  also  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Baltimore  and  of  the  town  of  Sa- 
lem, on  the  same  subject. 


The  following  Messages  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

ItepreeeniaHvea  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  eovering  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  ceding  to  the  United  States  various  forts  and 
fortifications,  and  sites  for  the  erection  of  forts  in  that 
State,  on  the  conditions  therein  expressed.  This  let* 
ter  and  the  act  it  covered  are  now  communicated  to 
Congress. 

I  am  not  informed  whether  the  positions  ceded  are 
the  best  which  can  be  taken  for  securing  their  respect- 
ive objects.  No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  Legisla- 
ture deemed  them  such.  The  river  of  Beaufort,  pap> 
ticuiarly,  said  to  he  accessible  to  ships  of  very  large 
size,  and  capable  cf  yielding  them  a  protection  which 
they  cannot  find  elsewhere,  but  very  &r  to  the  north, 
is,  from  these  circumstances,  so  interesting  to  the 
Union  in  genera],  as  to  merit  particular  attention  and 
inquiry,  as  to  the  positions  on  it  best  calculated  for 
health  as  well' as  safety. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FsaaiTAaT  3,  1806. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepreBentatxvea  of  the  United  Statee  .- 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  the  following  treaties 
and  conventions  for  the  extingoishment  of  Indian  titie 
to  land  within  our  limits,  were  entered  into  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States: 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Wyan- 
dots,  Ottawa,  Chippeway,  Munaee,  Delaware,  Shaw- 
anee,  and  Pottawatamy  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  agents 
of  the  Connecticut  land  company  on  one  part,  and  the 
Wyandot,  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  Munsee,  Delaware,  Po^ 
tawatamy,  and  Shawanee  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Dela- 
wares,  Pottawatamies,  Miamis,  Eeel  rivers,  and  Weas. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chick- 
asaw nation  of  Indians. 

Two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

A  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  to  the 
ratification  of  these  several  treaties  and  conventions,  I 
now  lay  them  before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  for  Uie 
exercise  of  ^eir  Constitutional  powers,  as  to  the  means 
of  fulfilling  them. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FsaauAaT  3,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 

consideration. 

Oa  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed ;  and,  after 
the  consideration  of  the  confidential  business,  the  « 
Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  4. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  Co  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  liinited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  amuLunition 
from  the  United  Statfes,  and  the  teriitories  there- 
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of,"  reported 'the  bill  with  ameDdments;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  in  payment  of  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  WoRTHiNOTOif,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  31$t  of  Januiiry  last  on  the  subject,  rei)orted 
a  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensation  of 
witnesses  who  attepded  the  trial  of  the  impeach<^ 
ment  of  Samuel  Chase;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  31st  of  December  last,  to  consider 
the  petition  of  the  lawyers  practising  at  the  bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Orleans,  asited  and 
obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
he  reported  a  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Judges  of  New  Orleans ;  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pas&^ 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for. altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concur- 
xence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee,  on  the  bill  to 
suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  oriffinal  bfll,  after  the  word  •*rhat,"  in 
the  enacting  clause ;  and  a  ndotion  was  made  to 
adopt  the  amendment  reported  to  the  first  sec- 
tion, amended  as  follows : 

4 

**  All  commercial  iateroourae  between  any  person  or 
persons  resident  within  the  United  States,  and  any  per- 
ion  or  perwns  resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo  not  in  possession  and  under  the  acknow- 
ledged Government  of  France,  shall  be,  and  from  and 
after  '  is  hereby,  prohibited:  And  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel, owned,  hired,  or  employed,  whoUy  ox  in  part,  by 
•ay  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United  States, 
after  that  time,  or  from  any  other  port  in  America,  after 
the     '        day  of  — —  next ;  or  from  any  other  port 

whatever,  after  the day  of next,  which,  cpn- 

traiy  to  the  intent  hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried, 
or  shall  be  destined  to  proceed,  whether  directly,  or 
from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any  port  or 
place  within  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  not  in  pos- 
session, and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 
France;  and  also  any  cargo  which  shall  be  found  on 
board  ojf  such  ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  inters 
rupted  in  such  unlawful  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from 
such  voyage  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  9,  as 
follows  : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel, 


Logan,  Maday,  MitdiiU^  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Sfliith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Snmter, 
ThrustoB,  Turner,  Worihington,  and  Wright. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Bayard,  Hlllhouse,  Pickering,  JHu- 
mer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Tracy, 
and  White.    • 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  was  postponed  until. to-morrow. 

The  following  resolutions  were  suboaitted  for 
consideraCioa : 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  vahie  of  the  merchandise  exported 
from  the  United  States  and  its  territories!  to  that  part 
of  the  island  of  St  Domingo  called  Hayti,  and  of  the 
goods  imported  from  thence  into  the  United  Stales ; 
also,  of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  said 
trade ;  also,  of  the  duties  levied  and  collected  within 
the  United  States  and  the  territories,  from  said  imports. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  if,  in 
his  opinion,  the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety,  copies 
of  such  letters  i^  have  passed  between  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  and  the  French  Minister,  relative 
to  the  trade  carried  On  by  the  American  merchants,  to 
that  part  of  St.  Domingo  called  Hayti. 


Wbunssday,  February  5. 

The  Pre Bi DENT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Gommissionen  of  the  Sinking  Fand, 
stating  that  the  measures  which  have  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  subsequent  to  their  report 
of  5th  February,  1805,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
4th  of  the  present  month ;  and  in  the  stalements 
therein  refered  to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
and  prayed  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  report. 
And  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  15th  of  January  last,  on  that  part 
oJf  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  com- 
merce on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  new 
principles  assumed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnation  of  our 
vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  made  report,  and  the 
report  was  reaa,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

The  motion,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  the  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,. for  the 
year  105,  have  so  &r  exceeded  the  appropriations  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate; 

was  resumed  and  adopted ;  and  ordered  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
28th  January  last,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  spe- 
cific expenditures  of  the  respective  departments^ 
to  report  thereon. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
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Carolina,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Ai^air,  Stone,  and  Thruston,  to  con- 
sider and  report  tbereon. 
On  mottOD, 

That  the  8erge«it-«t>Arm8  receive  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  Court  of  Impeachaent  for  the  trial  of  Judge 
Chase,  compenaatien  for  twenty-seven  days  attenduice, 
at  the  rate  of  fire  deUais  per  day ;  and 

That  the  Aesiatant  Doorkeeper  receive  at  the  rate 
of  two  dollars  per  day,  during  the  said  trial,  to  he  paid 
out  of  the  c(mting(|pt  loads  of  the  Senate : 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  first  res- 
olation  submitted  yesterday;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United'  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  state- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  merdiandise  exported  from 
the  United  States  and  its  territories,  to  that  part  of  the 
ishmd  of  St.  Domingo  called  Hay  ti,  and  of  the  goods 
imported  from  thence  into  the  'United  States ;  also, 
of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  said  trade ; 
alto,  of  the  duties  levied  and  collected  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  territories,  from  said  imports ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9^  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

YxAB — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  HiQhouse,  Picker- 
ing, Plainer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messsrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Brad- 
ley, Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitch- 
d,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Mary- 
Itod,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  Worthington.- 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  second 
resolution  submitted  yesterday ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  resol union,  as  follows : 

Raolved,  Thatthe  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  if,  in  his 
opinion,  the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety,  copies  of 
such  letters  aa  have  passed  between  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Minister,'  relative  to  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  American  merchants  to  that 
part  of  St.  Domingo  called  Hay  ti. 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  21,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Hillhouse,  Picker- 
ing, Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Stone,  Tracy,  White,  and 
Wright 

Nats— Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Lcgan, 
Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maxyland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Samter,  Thmston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  bonds  given  by 
marsnals;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  add  ordered  to  the  second 
ing. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between*  the  United  States  and  the 
French  island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and  a  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  all  the  words  reported  by  the 


special  committee  as  a  second  section,  after  the 
word,  "  that,"  in  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  sub- 
stitute an  amendment ;  and,  on  motion,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


Tbubboay,  February  6. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

R^reBeniatiioes  of  the  United  States  .* 

Since  the  date  of  my  Message  of  January  17th,  a 
letter  of  the  26th  of  November  has  been  recciTed  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
London,  covering  one  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
AjQairs  of  that  Government,  which,  being  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  Message,  is  now  transmitted  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Congress.  Although  nothing  forbids  the 
substance  of  these  letters  from  being  communicated 
without  reserve,  yet,  so  many  ill  effects  proceed  from  the 
publications  of  correspondences  between  Ministers  re- 
maining still  in  office,  that  I  cannot  but  recommend 
that  these  letters  be  not  permitted  to  be  formally  pub- 
lished 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FaaauABT  6,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
'nations;  and. 

On  motion  that  the  bill,  and  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  accompanying  thesame, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate  their 
opinion,  whether  West  Florida  was  or  was  not 
included  in  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  the  treaty  with  France,  concluded 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  together  with  the  evi- 
dence upon  whicn  such  an  opinion  may  be  sup- 
ported ;  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
8,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Hillhoase, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit, Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Lo- 
gan, Maclay,  Mitohiil,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideratioa 
of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  take  up  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  laj  be- 
fore the 'Senate  the  instructions  given  to  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Pinckney,  late  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Court  of  8p»ai,  together  with  the  facte  and  ar- 
guments exhibited  by  them,  in  their  negotiation,  ia 
support  of  their  claims  to  tenriteries  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  fiu  as  the  river  Perdido,  and  of  territory 
on  the  weatem  aide  of  the  MissisBippi,  as  far  as  the 
Rio  Bravo ;  the  essay  of  Mr.  Cevallos,  the  Minister  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  axMwer  to  our  Ministers,  in 


87 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRESS. 


88 


Senate. 


JProceedings, 


FfiBBDABT,  1806. 


relation  to  the  western  limits ;  and  any  other  docni> 
ments  in  his  possession,  tending  to  establish  the  right- 
ful boundaries  of  i40uisiana. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  February  7. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  relatibg  to  bonds 
given  by  marshals,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Messrs.  MiTcaiLL, 
Stone,  and  Wortbinoton,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusB  presented  the  petition  of  Timo- 
thy Mix.  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  wounded  in  that  service,  and  praying  that  his 
pension,  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  may  be  made 
equal  to  a  lieutenant's  half-pay,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read. 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations;  and, 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  take  up  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  renew  onr  negotiations  with  the  Span- 
ish Government,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  bring  every 
subject  in  controversy  between  the  two  countries  to  a 
Bpeedy  termination,  equally  advantageous  to  both." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  16  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  words 
'^  two  millions."  section  one,  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
insert  "one  million;"  a  division  was  called  for, 
and  the  question  on  striking  out  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gil- 
man,  HiUhouse,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Stone,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worth- 
ington,  and  Wright. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  applied,"  in  the  first  section,  the  words 
*^for  the  purchase  from  the  Spanish  Government 
of  their  territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  river 
Mississippi,"  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9, 
nays  20,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messn.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Gilman,  Hill- 
house,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit, Fenner,  Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
nessee, Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright 


On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

Ykas — ^Messis.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
GaiUard,  Howland,  KHchd,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  YoriL,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worthmgtoa, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adsms,  Baj^pzd,  Gilman,  Hill- 
house,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and 
White. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Orderedj  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  this  bill. 


Monday,  February  10. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioin  of  the  amendopents  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and,  having  amended  the 
report,  it  was  in  part  adopted,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  bill 
having  been  further  amended. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 

amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  declaring  fhe  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,'  1804,  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  from  foreign  ports;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
^^An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
officers  of  the  Senate  an4  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  brought  up  for  consideration  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  31st  of  January  last,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  American 
seamen,  reported  ii  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thruston.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  tne  5th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled, 
^^  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Hardingj  late  a  captain 
in  the  Navv  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  word  "  that,"  in  the  third 
line,  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert — 

**  Seth  Harding,  fi>rmerly  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  and 
receive,  from  the  first  of  Januaiy  last,  for  and  during 
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his  life,  a  pension  of  the  half  pay  of  a  captain  of  ships 
of  twenty  guns  and  upwards,  according  to  the  pay. es- 
tablished by  the  resolutton  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of 
November,  1776 :" 

It  passed  la  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  finalpassaf^e  of  this 
bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  amrmative — yeas 
19,  nays  8,  as  follows: 

ITsAs — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gaillard,  Hillhonse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maelay, 
Mitchill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sum- 
tar,  Thruston,  Turner,  White,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plomer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  and 
Stone. 

So  it  was  ResoltecL  That  this  biH  do  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  tnat  the  title  thereof  be  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  a  captain  in  the 
NaTy  of  the  United  States." 


Tuesday,  February  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensatton  of  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  oi  Representatives,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tract,  Andebson, 
and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  BaAnLBY,  Ander- 
son and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  2l8t  day  of  December,  1804,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  trom  foreign  ports," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Gaillard,  Stone,  and  Adams,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tions proposed  on  the  19th  of  December  last^  rela- 
tive to  the  opening  one  or  more  land  offices  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  that  State  on  which  the  Indian 
title  shall  have  been  extinguished ;  and  they  were 
referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Tracy,  and  Ander- 
son, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensation 
of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges, 
of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo^  was  read  the  third  time  and 
amended ;  and  the  bill  was  oomioitted  to  Messrs. 


Baldwin,  Logan,  and  Bradlbt,  farther  to  coa- 
sider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  on  the  fourth  instant  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^*  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
Unitea  States,  and  the  Territories  thereof,"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  having  adopted 
the  amendments,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended.  - 


Wednesday,  February  12* 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  were  considered  and  adopted ;  and  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  as  amended. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  seventh  instant,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^'An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals," 
reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
judges  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

After  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  busi- 
ness, the  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland ;  and  having  been  read, 
was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration : 

Reaolvedt  That,  from  and  after  the day  of^— 

next,  it  shall  not  be  lawiiil  to  import  into  the  United 
States,  on  board  any  foreign  ship,  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  other  than  such  as  are  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  nation  to  which  such  for- 
eign ship  shall  belong,  except  on  board  the  ships  of  such 
foreign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  into  their 
ports  of  goods,  although  they  are  not  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ships 
or  veasols  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed 
by  foreign  Ministers  within  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  lioi- 
ited  time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, fron^  the  United  States  and  the  Territories 
thereof."  was-  resumed  ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  postponed  until  the  first  day  of 
March  next. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, of  the  fifth  instaot,  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
safi;e  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  which 
relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  of  the  new  principles  assumed  by 
the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels,  in  their  prize 
courts,  to  wit : 

1.  Beiobftdi  That  the  capture  and  condemnation, 
under  the  orders  of  the  British  Government,  and  adju- 
dications of  their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  of  American  ves- 
sels and  their  cargoes,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being  em- 
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ployed  in  a  trade  with  tbe  enemies  of  CSreat  Britain, 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  n  an  anprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property 'of  the  citxEens  of  these  United 
States,  a  violation  of  tikeir  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence. 

2.  Besoioed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  thek  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned on  die  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time 
of  peace ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such  Ame- 
rican citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained 
by  these  captures  and  condemnations ;  and  to  enter  into 
such  arrangements  with  the  British  Government,  on 
this  and  all  other  differences  subsisting  between  the  two 
nations,  and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen,  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  citi- 
zens, by  amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to  which 
they  are  entitled. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  by  law  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  the  follow- 
ing goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  being  the  growUi,  pro- 
duce, or  manu&cture,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  that  is 
to  say:  woollens,  linens,  'hats,  nails,  looking  glasses,' 
Tum,  hard-wares,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes,  ribbons, 
■illcB,  and  plated  and  glass-wares.  The  said  prohibi- 
tion to  commence  from  the  •— —  day  of ,  unless 

previously  thereto  equitable  arrangements  shall  be  made 
between  the  two  Government!,  on  the  differences  sub- 
sisting between  them ;  and  to  continue  until  such  ar- 
rangements shall  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  resolution  report- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  follows : 

Reaoked,  That  the  capture  of  Ameriom  v«ssels  and 
their  cargoes,  for  the  adjudication,  under  the  orden  of 
the  British  Govenlment,  and  their  condemnation  by 
theb  Courts  of  Admiral^,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Gnat  Britain, 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property  of  the  dilaens  of  these  United 
States,  a  violation  of  their  neutral 'rights,  wbuSl  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence : 

It  passed  in  the  ne^tiye. 

And,  on  the  question  to  adopt  the  first  resolu- 
tion, as  reported  by  the  committee,  it  was  detei^ 
miaed  unanimously  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  28, 
as  follows : 

YxAS-— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Brad- 
ley, GaiUard.  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Rowland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Worthington,  and  Wright 


Thursday,  February  13. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petitions  of 
Daniel  Clark,  John  Hays,  and  John  Dawson  and 
others,  purchasers  of  lands  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  now  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  extension 
of  the  time  for  their  future  payment,  and  a  remis- 
sion of  interest  on  their  several  instalments,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read. 

Ordered,  That-they  severally  be  referred  to  the 


committee  appointed  on  the  16th  of  January  last 
on  petitions  of  a  similar  nature,  to  consider  aaa 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Worth INOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  of  January  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  extending  the  powers  ot 
the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Loaist- 
ana,''  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
of  New  Orleans ;  and  the  bill  was  amended,  aad 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  messas^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  ^An  act  to  empower  the  board  of  wardens 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned." 

The  bill  brought  up  for  concurrence  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Presioent  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General  ^*  of  the  post  roads  whick 
have  not  produced  one-third  part  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  mail  upon  them  during  the  last  year;^ 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  29th  of  January  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  **An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
eases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts^"  reported 
amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
Gershom  Craft,  President  of  the  American  Con- 
vention for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
praying  certain  additional  provisions  to  the  laws 
on  that  subject ;  and  tbe  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, reported  amendments;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of 
North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amend- 
ments. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given.yesterday,  Mr.  Adams 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  the  United 
States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  <)«.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other 
person  entitled  to  enjoy  within  the  United  States  the 
privileges  and  immanities  of  a  foreiga  Minister,  aliall 


n 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGBBS8. 


94 


February,  1806. 


British  Aggrenumi, 


Sbxatb« 


commit  any  riolatioA  of  the  municiiml  laws,  which,  if 
committed  by  a  penon  amenable  to  the  ordinary  judi- 
cial authority  of  the  place  where  such  Ambasaador, 
Minister,  or  other  penon,  may  be  at  the  time  of  com- 
mitting auch  ofience,  would  be  indictable  by  a  grand 
juiy,  and  punishaUe  by  death,  by  corporal  punishment, 
or  by  imprisonment  or  confinement  to  labor,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  upon  application  made  to  him 
by  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  or  Territory 
where  such  offence  may  be  cottunitted,  or  upon  the 
complaint  to  him  of  any  person  injured  or  aggrieved 
by  such  offence  so  committed,  and  upon  proof  of  the 
facts,  satiafiu:tory  to  the  said  President,  being  furnished 
to  him  in  support  of  such  application  or  complaint,  shall 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  demand  of  the  Sov- 
ereign of  the  said  ofiending  Ambassador,  Minister,' 
or  other  person,  justice  upon  the  offender,  and  repara^ 
tion  to  any  person  or  persons  thus  injured  or  aggrieved; 
and  in  case  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  said  Sover- 
eign, to  comply  with  such  demand  for  justice  and  repa- 
ration, the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
further  authorized  to  order  such  Ambassador^  Minister, 
or  other  person  so  offending,  to  depart  from  ^e  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof;  or  to  send  him  home 
to  his  Sovereign,  aocording  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offence,  and  at  his  the  said  President's  discretion. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
sfier  the  passage  of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  within 
ths  United'  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
£>reign  Minister^  shall,  within  the  United  States  or  the 
Territoriea  thereof,  commit  any  act  of  hostility,  or  enter 
into  any  conspiracy  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  shall  personally  insult  or  treat  with 
divespect  the  President  of  the  fjnited  States  for  the 
time  being,  the  said  President  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized,  at  his  discretion,  to  order  the  said  Ambas- 
sador, Miniater,  or  other  person  so  offending,,  to  with- 
draw from  the  seat  of  Government  and  the  Territory  of 
Colnmbia,  or  to  depart  from  the  United  States  and  the 
Territories  thereof;  and  in  case  of  reftzsai  or  neglect 
by  such  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, to  obey  such  order  within  a  reasonable  time,  of 
which  the  said  Preaident  shall  judge,  the  said  President 
shall  be  and  ia  hereby  further  autfaoriaed  to  aend  the 
said  Ambaaaadotr,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforeaaid, 
home  to  his  Sovereign;  and  in  either  case  to  demand 
of  the  said  Sovereign  the*  paniahment  of  such  ofl^ding 
Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  penK«  aa  aforesaid,  ac- 
coidiflg  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the  offence, 
and  conformably  to  the  law  of  nationa. 

8ic.  3.  And  beitfi$rther  enodedy  That,  in  every  case, 
when  the  Preaident  oi  the  United  Stetes  shall,  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  order  any  foreign  Ambasaa- 
dor, Miniater,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  within 
the  United  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
foreign  Minister,  to  withdraw  from  the  seat  of  Grovem- 
ment  and  the  Territory  of  Columbia;  or  to  depart  from 
the  United  States  and  the  Territories  thereof;  or  shall 
send  any  such  offending  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other 
person  as  aforesaid,  home  to  his  Sovereign ;  the  said 
President  shall,  in  the  order  given  to  such  Ambassador, 
Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid  to  depart,  or  to 
withdraw,  signify  the  offence  upon  which  such  order 
shall  be  founded ;  and  shall  assign  to  the  Sov^eign  of 
the  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
aaid, the  reasons  for  which  such  order  shall  have  been 
given,  or  for  which  the  said  Ambaasador,  Minister,  or 
other  peiBOii  aa  aforeaaid,  ahall  be  sent  home ;  particu- 


larly specifying  that  each  proceedings  are  not  on  ao- 
coant  of  any  national  differencea,  but  on  account  of 
the  personal  misconduct  of  such  Ambassador,  Minister, 
<»  other  person  as  aforeaaid. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  5th 
instant,  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  which  relates  to  the 
spoiiatioii  of  our  commerce^  and  of  the  new  prin- 
ciples assumed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Admir- 
alty, was  resumed. 

Mr.  Israel  Smith  said  that  he  was  extremely 
sorry  that  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  assent 
to  the  second  resolution ;  because  he  viewed  it  of 
great  importance  that  there  should  be  unanimity 
upon  a  subject  of  this  nature.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  it  from  any  Constitutional  objecdon, 
arising  from  a  belief  that  the  Senate  had  no  ri^ht 
to  give  their  advice  and  consent  to  the  Executive 
as  to  the  course  and  conditions  upon  which  they 
desired  that  an  accommodation  might  be  brought 
about ;  but  he  was  opposed  tq  it  from  the  peculiar 
impropriety  of  so  doing,  deduced  from  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case,  as  it  now  presented  it- 
self for  consideration.  It  would  be  recollected 
by  the  Senate,  that  many  of  our  complaints 
against  the  British  Government  were  of  long  con- 
tinuance ;  that  they  bad  ^een  the  subject  of  our 
pointed  and  repeated  remonstrances,  and  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen;  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  they  had 
committed  vast  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  not 
under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  their 
subsequent  transactions  with  our  Government 
have  acknowledged;  but  under  the  authority  of 
the  particular  orders  of  their  Government,  there- 
by subjecting  the  property  of  our  merchants  upon 
the  high  sea^  not  only  to  the  restrictions  and  for- 
feitures incurred  by  the  law  of  nations,  but  also 
exposing  it  to  all  the  vexations  and  forfeitures 
growing  out  of  the  caprice  of  British  orders  of 
capture.  The  tate  encroachments  on  our  rights 
as  a  neutral  nation,  and  which  are  now  the  sub- 
ject of  consideration,  are  of  a  nature  similar  to 
those  we  have  before  experienced,  and  proceed 
from  the  same  unwarrantable  cause ;  and,  further, 
are  continued  in  full  force  and  operation  at  the 
very  moment  our  Government  is  pressing  upon 
their  consideration  the  injustice  of  their  proceed- 
ings, by  argument,  too  strong  and  convincing  to 
admit  of  doubt.  And  how  are  thev  answered  ? 
Bv  procrastination,  and  hints  that  the  necessity 
or  the  case  is  a  sufficient  justification.  The  Ex- 
ecutive, indignant  at  this  evasion/aod  despairing 
of  redress  by  any  further  appeal  to  their  justice 
and  magnanimity,  has  turned  to  the  National  Le- 
gislature, and  informed  them  that  what  remained 
to  be  done  on  this  interesting  subject  must  rest 
on  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  Congress.  We 
have  already  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  is  an  "  unpro- 
voked aggression  on  our  neutral  rights."  What, 
then,  he  asked,  would  be  the  measures  looked  for 
from  this  body,  as  proper  to  repel  this  outrage? 
Could  any  one  expect  that  the  first  thing  sug- 
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gested  to  their  miod  would  be,  that  the  Executive 
should  again  immediately  renew  the  uegotiation? 
Has  he  not  already  told  us.  that  he  despairs  of  ob- 
tainiog  redress  by  a  simple  appeal  to  their  jus<- 
tice  and  magnanimitv  7  Or,  is  this-resolution  to 
be  understood  as  spealring  to  the  Executive  a  lan- 
guage like  this :  You  have  ,not  ably,  zealously, 
and  perseveringly  exercised  the  powers  vested  m 
you  by  the  Constitution,  to  bring  about  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings 
subsisting  between  the  two  Governments;  or  you 
are  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  stipulating  an  indemnification  for  the  losses 
our  merchants  have  already  sustained.  Or,  that 
there  is  some  avenues  to  a  sense  of  justice  in  this 
nation,  which  you  have  not  sufficiently  attempted. 
Surely  language  like  this  is  disrespectful.  We 
ought  not  to  adopt  a  resolution  on  a  subject,  as 
important  as  the  nresent,  without  being  able^o 
assign  a  substantial  reason.  Are  we  fearful  that 
the  Executive,  after  we  have  afforded  the  neces- 
sary legislative  impul^:e  to  this  negotiation  will 
be  slack  or  unskilful  in  the  application  of  it?  Or 
do  we,  by  these  officious  instructions,  wish  to  der- 
ogate from  his  merit  by  arrogating  to  ourselves 
that  applause  to  which,  upon  a  successful  and  sat- 
isfactory negotiation,  he  will  be  justly  entitled  ? 
Mr.  S.  hoped  that  no  consideration  of  this  sort 
would  influence  the  Senate.  He  believed  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Executive,  When 
furnished  with  the  necessary  aid,  to  pursue  nego- 
tiation so  long  as  the  least  gleam  of  hope  of  suc- 
cess remained.  Beyond  that,  no  one  could  ask 
him  to  persevere.  He  believed  that  each  mem- 
ber of  tne  Senate  entertained  the  same  opinion. 
Where  then,  he  asked,  is  the  use  of  this  requisition 
to  the  Executive?  Is  it  to  be  understood,  as  has 
been  partially  hinted  by  one  honorable  member, 
that  there  is  no  legislative  aids  which  the  Execu- 
tive, or  this  nation,  can  wisely  resort  to  on  this 
occasion  ?  Are  we  to  be  told  that  Congress  have 
no  power  to  lay  duties  on  exports,  or  in  short, 
that  our  powers  are  insufficient ;  or  that  We  are 
too  weak,  or  too  dependent  as  a  nation,  to  contend 
for  our  rights  ?'  We  therefore  recommend  it  to 
the  Executive,  (after  having  secured  our  mer- 
chants for  past  depredations,)  to  enter  into  such 
arrangements  and  stipulations  upon  points  in  con- 
troversy by  mutual  sacrifices;  such  as  shall  be 
likely  to  meet  and  promote  the  views  of  both  par- 
ties, and  thus  recommend  justice  to  be  sacrificed 
to  peace.  For,  he  asked,  what  encroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  that  nation,  or  depredations 
upon  the  property  of  its  subjects^  have  we  to  give 
up,  for  the  purchase  of  this,  our  indubitable  right, 
as  a  neutral  nation,  which  they  have  so  flagrantly 
and  frequently  violated  ?  He  hoped  there  was  no 
disposition  in  the  Senate  to  commute  any  of  our 
rights  as  a  nation,  by  sacrifices  to  any  of  the  con- 
siderations before-mentioned,  and  in  a  particular 
manner,  by  any  abandonment  uf  principles;  and 
yet  it  appeared  to  him,  if  there  is  any  pertinency 
m  the  resolution,  this  must  be  the  interpretation. 
He  observed  it  was  extremely  unwise  to  speak 
this  language,  both  as  it  related  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  with  which  we  have  to  con- 


tend.   The  latter  will  easily  read  in  this  resolu* 
tion  the  course  which  the  Senate  wish  to  pursue, 
and  efforts  will  be  made  accordingly.    Should  it 
not  be  in  unison  with  the  views  oi  the  Executive 
of  our  own  Government,  it  will  weaken  instead 
of  strengthening  his  exertions  for  the  public  good. 
We  liave  already  experienced  the  evils  resulting 
from  too  great  an  anitety  to  enter  into  commerciid 
regulations  with  that  nation.    A  former  treaty 
stipulated  nn  indemnity  to  our  merchants  for  sim- 
ilar depredations ;  that  indemnity  has  ultimately 
devolved  on  our  own  Government.     We  pur- 
chased the  miserable  commercial  privileges  of 
that  treaty  (if  it  contained  any,)  at  the  expense  of 
our  neutrality ;  and  by  doing  violence  to  the  obli- 
^tions  imposed  upon  us  by  that  neutrality,  drew 
down  upon  ourselves  the  resentment  of  a  power- 
erful  nation,  which  involved  an  expense  of  more 
than  ten  million  of  dollars.    He  observed  it  wou^ 
be  better  for  the  Government,  in  his  opinion,  to 
insure  our  merchants  against  any  depredations 
which  the  utmost  rapacity  of  the  British  would 
be  likelv  Co  invite,  than  again  to  enter  into  the  un- 
equal, tne  shameful,  and  wicked  stipulation  of  the 
former  treaty.    He  said  gentlemen  were  not  to 
understand    that  he  was  for  actual    hostilities 
against  Great  Britain.     He  deprecated  war  as 
much  as  any  man.    If  mild  measures  are  adopted, 
the  more  certain  will  be  the  calculation  of  a  per- 
severance in  them ;  and  without  a  spirit  of  per- 
severance little  can  be  hoped  from  any  measure. 
He  hoped  that  Congress  would  be  disposed  on 
this  occasion  to  wield  the  only  weapon  which 
could  promise  success ;  that  they  may  take  such 
measures  as  will  prove  to  Great  Britain  that  the 
United  States  will  ultimately  have  no  commerce 
with  them,  but  upon  terms  of  the  i^iost  perfect 
reciprocity.    This  ground,  if  once  taken,  will  be 
easily  maintained.    It  is  recommended  by  being 
both  peaceable  and  effectual,  while  all  others  are 
doubtful  and  unequal.    He  concluded  by  hoping 
that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  disrespectful  to  the  Executive,  un- 
necessary, and  inconsistent  with  the  public  good. 
Mr.  Anuerson. — Mr.  President:  The  honora* 
ble  member  from  Vermont  ^Mr.  Smith)  seems  to 
entertain  an  opinion  that  it  will  be  indelicate  to- 
ward the  President  of  the  United  States  to  adopt 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.     Having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported  it, 
I  feel  somewhat  bound  to  endeavor  to  obviate  this 
objection ;  having  done  which,  I  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  answer  some  other  objections,  and  offer 
some  reasons  in  favor  of  adopting  the  resolution. 
I  expect  it  will  be  conceded,  that,  if  it  be  Consti- 
tutional to  pass  this  resolution,  it  cannot  be  indel- 
icate toward  the  President.    Let  us  examine  the 
language  of  the   Constitution  upon  this  point. 
The  Constitution  says  that  the  President  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties.    Now,  I  contend 
that  the  true  meaning  of  this  clause  is,  that  the 
advice  should  precede  the  making  of  the  treaty, 
and  that  it  was  couched  in  the  language  in  which 
we  find  it,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate  as  to  the  principles  upon  which 
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the  (reatjr  should  be  made.  And.  upon  examiniDg 
your  Executive  Journal,  you  will  find  that  this 
construction  was  given  to  the  Constitution  by 
General  Washington,  who,  having  been  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  must  reasonably  be 
supposed  to  have  understood  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  in  all  its  parts.  And, 
so  far  did  he  extend  the  construction  tor  which  I 
contend,  that  the  Executive  Journal  will  show,  in 
order  to  ask  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  a 
treaty  he  contemplated  making,  that,  in  the  year 
1790,  he  actually  took  his  seat  in  the  Presidential 
chair  of  this  body,  and  asked  the  advice  of  the 
Senate  upon  sundry  articles,  which  he  proposed 
making  tne  basis  of  the  treaty.  Thus  it  would 
seem,  that  the  first  President  of  the  United  States, 
io  discharge  of  his  duty,  had  given  the  foregoing 
construction  to  the  Constitution.  Some  inconve- 
nience having,  however,  been  found  to  arise  from 
this  inode  of  asking  the  advice  pf  the  Senate,  it 
has  since  fallen  into  disuse.  But  the  latter  prac- 
tice cannot,  nor  ought  not,  be  considered  as  con- 
demning the  construction  of  which  I  conceive  the 
Constitution  is  fairly  susceptible.  Because  the 
construction  given  by  the  first  President  so  imme- 
diately after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution must  be  considered  as  proceeding  from  the 
true  sense  and  correct  opinion  whichhe  then  en- 
tertained of  the  respective  rights  of  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

hi  support  of  this  construction,  Mr.  President,  I 
can  also  show,  from  your  Executive  Journals,  so 
late  as  last  session,  that  the  Senate  passed  a  reso* 
lution,  requesting  the  President  to  make  a  treaty 
wuh  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians.  And  althougn 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  Creeks  not  being  a  foreign 
nation,  it  is  not  an  apposite  case,  I  however  con- 
ceive the  principle  to  be  precisely  the  same.  For 
we  have  always  treated  the  Indians  as  independ- 
ent nations,  and  the  same  proceedings  and  for- 
malities had  uniformly  been  had  in  making  the 
treaties,  and  ratifying  them,  as  have  been  had, 
with  other  nations.  So  much,  Mr.  President,  I 
have  thought  proper  to  say,  in  order  to  show,  that 
if  we  pass  this  resolution,  we  do  not  offer  any  in- 
delicacy to  the  President.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
will  only  exercise  our  Constitutional  power,  which 
the  peculiar  perilous  situation  of  our  country 
seems  imperiously  to  demand.  I  should  not  have 
taken  up  so  much  time  upon  this  point,  had  not 
the  constitutionality  of  passing  the  resolution  been 
also  objected  to  by  the  other  honorable  member 
from  Veraiont,  (Mr.  Braulet.) 

In  discussing  the  merits  of  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  great  principle  of  the 
one,  which  has  already  passed  this  House,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  because  this  second  resolution 
is  predicated  upon  the  principle  of  the  first.  In 
the  first  we  declare,  that  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation, under  the  orders  of  the  British  Qov- 
ernment.  and  adjudication  of  their  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, of  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
on  the  pretext  of  their  being  employed  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  prohibited  in 
time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggression  upon 
9th  CoK. 


the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence. 

In  order  to  show  that  the  ground  we  have  taken 
is  correct,  I  will  take  leave  to  refer  to  a  book  (en- 
titled An  Examination  of  the  British  Doctrine 
which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade,  not  open 
in  time  of  peace)  ascribed  to  a  gen tlemaiv  high  in 
office,  who  has  deservedly  acquired  great  celehrity 
in  the  political  world.  1^  will  be  found  that  the 
principle  contended  for  in  the  resolution  I  have 
cited,  obtained  as  early  as  the  first  rise  of  r^egular 
commerce,  and  was  even  reduced  to  system,  as 
early  as  1338.  To  this  doctrine  Great  Britain 
acceded  by  treaty  with  Sweden,  in  1655,  and  af- 
terwards, in  1674,  she  actually  claimed  and  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  a  free  trade,  she  being  at  that 
time  in  peace  and  the  Dutch  in  war  with  France. 
With  what  kind  of  pretext  can  Great  Britain  pre- 
tend to  deprive  us  of  the  exercise  of  the  very  rights 
which  she  herself  has  claimed  and  exercised,  upon 
precisely  the  same  principles?  Besides,  those  neu- 
tral rights  have,  by  constant  and  very  loog  usage, 
become  the  established  law  of  nations,  and  have 
from  time  to  time  been  ingrafted  into  many  trea- 
ties even  where  Great  Britain  was  herself  a  party. 
Upon  this  doctrine,  thus  sustained,  we  request  the 
President  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restora- 
tion of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  time  of  peace,  and  upon  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  such  American  citizens  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  con- 
demnations. It  has  been  objected  that  the  lan- 
guage of  this  resolution  is  too  strong,  that  the 
words  demand  and  insist  go  too  far ;  and  that  the 
absolute  restoration  of  our  vessels,  dec.  will,  by  these 
words  being  retained,  be  made  the  stTiegtMinonof  an 
accommodation  witn  Great  Britain.  If,  sir,  we 
were  to  express  ourselves  in  less  forcible  language, 
we  should,  in  my  opinion,  subvert  our  own  prin- 
ciples, and  recede  from  the  high  ground  we  have 
taken,  which  might  eventually  radically  destroy 
our  neutral  rights,  and  completely  paralyze  our 
commerce. 

The  words  deinand  and  insist  are  diplomatic, 
and  as  such  most  proper  to  be  used^  and  the  more 
so.  as  they  seem  to  be  appropriate  to  the  principle 
of^  the  first  resolution.  But,  Mr.  Presiaent,  the 
latter  part  of  this  resolution,  by  which  indemnifi- 
cation may  be  made,  and  new  arrangements  en- 
tered into  with  Great  Britain,  so  far  ameliorates 
those  precedent  words  that  the  President  will  pos- 
sess ample  powers,  according  to  a  true  exposition 
of  the  whole  taken  together,  and  he  will  not,  in 
my  opinion,  be  trammelled  in  the  manner  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  conceives.  In  settling  national 
differences,  it  has  ever  been  necessary,  in  some 
points  to  give  a  little^  and  in  others  to  take,  accord- 
ing to  the  peculiar  circumstances,  upon  which  the 
negotiation  might  haj)pen  to  turn  ;  either  upon  a 
point  of  national  honor,  or  an  interesting  point  of 
national  commerce,  or  both  so  connected  as  not 
^ell  to  be  severed.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Presi  dent, 
I  do  believe  it  will  be  highly  important  that  the 
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Senate  should,  at  this  interesting  moment,  express 
their  opinion  upon  our  iiational  concerns  with 
Great  Britain  in  such  language,  that  the  sense  we 
entertain  of  our  injuries  cannot  be  mistaken.  The 
principles  and  policy  of  our  Goyernment  require 
that  we  should  prefer  negotiation  in  the  first  in- 
stance; and,  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  by  a 
Etronff  vote  of  this  body,  will  doubtless  add  great 
weignt  to  the  object.  If,  however,  we  should  un- 
fortunately be  driven  to  the  dernier  resort,  I  tru»t 
we  shall  never  recede  one  point  from  the  ground 
we  have  taken,  as  expresseain  our  first  resolution. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted  in  its  full  extent.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  differed  wholly  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  (Mr.  Israel  Smith.) 

As  the  proposition  recommended  to  the  Senate 
by  the  select  committee  was  now  before  them  in 
its  most  broad  and  extensive  sense,  he  should  ap- 

Shis  remarks  to  the  principle,  rather  than  to  the 
m  of  the  resolution  under  debate. 

Toward  the  end  of  of  1803,  more  than  half  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  between  our  Grovernment  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  had  ceased.  Since  that 
event  commercial  intercourse  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  two  nations,  under  their  respective  laws, 
without  any  convention  or  pact  between  them. 
Inconveniences  had  been  experienced  in  various 
ways  from  that  time  to  the  present.  An  attempt 
indeed  had  been  made  two  years  ago  to  remove  a 
considerable  part  of  them  by  a  repeal  of  the  counter- 
vailing duties;  but  that  efibrt  not  corresponding 
with  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  had  been  relin- 
quished. 

The  war  which  was  rekindled  in  Europe  soon 
after  the  expiration  of  the  temporary  articles  of 
the  treaty  had  embarrassed  the  commerce  of  the 
great  maritime  powers,  and  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  neutrals  an  extraordinary  proportion  of  the 
colonial  and  carrying  trade.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  among  others,  had  profited  by  the 
opportunity,  and  engaged  extensively  in  this  neu- 
tral commerce.  But  it  had  been  the  policy  of 
Gre8tBritain,the  strongest  maritime  nation  among 
the  belligerents,  to  interrupt  this  intercourse  of 
neutrals,  with  the  colonies  of  her  colonies,  as  if 
they  had  been  her  own  colonies.  A  series  of  out- 
rageous proceedings  had  been  the  result;  such  as 
had  excited  the  most  jively  indignation  against 
them  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  roused  the  na- 
tion with  one  voice  to  resist  and  repel  them. 

Mr.  M.  said  be  would  enumerate  a  few  of  these 
injurious  principles  and  acts.  The  great  and 
fundamental  regulation,  which  served  as  a  ground- 
work for  a  principal  part  of  the  rest,  was,  that  a 
commerce  allowed  to  neutrals  by  belligerents,  dur- 
ing and  on  account  of  the  war,  ought  to  be  pro- 
hibited. The  assumption  of  such  a  rule,  in  con- 
tradiction of  all  the  practices,  acknowledgments, 
and  treaties,  among  civilized  nations,  was  a  dan- 
gerous innovation  upon  their  public  law.  It  was 
however  followed  by  another  declaration  of  theirs, 
equally  unfounded  in  truth  and  reason,  and  this 
was,  that,  as  the  adherence  to  the  principle  was 
rightfully  in  them,  they  mifht  relax  from  the  ob- 
servance of  it  when  thiey  pkased ;  and  that  such 


relaxations  were  always  acts  of  favor  and  grace 
to  neutrals. 

Another  of  the  extravagant  consequences  of 
this  doctrine  was,  that  the  belligerent  might  in- 
quire into  the  intention  of  the  neutral,  as  to  colo- 
nial produce  exported  from  his  own  country  under 
drawback,  and  if  he  could  not  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  prize  court,  that  such  produce  was 
originally  imported  into  the  neutral  country  for 
consumption  there,  without  the  design  of  sending 
it  abroad  once  more,  the  ship  and  cargo  should  be 
condemned ;  thus  declaring  that  two  distinct  com- 
mercial operations,  were  one  and  the  same  con- 
tinued voyage. 

So  it  has  been  pretended  and  insisted  by  them 
that  a  vessel  which  has  escaped  their  vigilance  on 
a  voyage  from  the  neutral  to  the  belligerent  port, 
and  has  begun  her  return  voyage  loaded  with  the 
productions  (not  contraband)  of  the  latter  coun- 
try in  exchange  for  the  cargo  carried  thither,  may 
be  captured  and  condemn^,  under  an  allegation 
that  such  outward  cargo  was  the  produce  of  an 
enemy's  colony.  By  this  means,  the  certificate 
of  origin  as  to  French  produce,  was  made  the  evi- 
dence on  which  the  condemnation  was  grounded 
in  a  British  court. 

The  catalogue  of  grievances,  he  said,  was  long 
and  odious ;  but  he  would  mention  the  oppressive 
manner  in  which  the  British  exercised  tne  right 
of  search,  the  uniustifiable  impressment  of  seamen 
wherever  they  pleased  to  take  them,  and  their  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  relative  to  blockaded  ports,  as 
tending  to  wound  the  feelings  of  individuals,  to 
excite  national  irritation,  and  to  revive  those  sen- 
timents of  animosity  and  hatred' which  had  been 
dying  away  ever  since  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
and  but  for  these  renewed  acts  of  hostility  would 
have  risen  no  more. 

With  all  these  difficulties  in  view,  stated  and 
reiterated  from  all  the  commercial  cities  of  the 
nation,  the  proposition  now  under  consideration 
had  been  reported.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
admonition  to  the  President,  to  make  a  further  ef- 
fort to  accommodate  these  difiierences  in  a  just 
and  amicable  way.  The  resolve  which  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously  yesterday,  comprehended 
a  total  denial  of  the  interpolated  maxims,  and  the 
conduct  which  they  authorized.  The  resolution 
now  before  the  Senate  was  a  corollary  from  the 
other.  It  sprang  from  the  former  as  a  natural  in- 
ference. The  two  were  so  intimately  connected, 
that  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the  former  as 
a  favorable  prelude  to  the  reception  of  this.  And 
having  declared  that  unprovoked  aggressions  had 
been  made  upon  the  persons  and  properties  of  our 
citizens,  there  was  an  evident  propriety  in  endea- 
voring to  negotiate  on  the  subject,  and  settle  the 
differences  by  fair  discussion. 

But  an  objection  had  been  made,  that  the  Sen- 
ate was  about  to  profier  advice  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  resolution  certainly 
was  written  for  that  purpose,  and  in  this  there 
was  the  strictest  propriety.  For,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, this  body  is  the  council  o^  tnat  hiffh  Ex- 
ecutive officer.  In  questions  touching  our  foreign 
relationsi  the  Senators  are  deelared  by  the  su* 
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preme  law  of  the  land  to  be  the  President's  coun- 
sellors. In  urgeot  and  arduous  cases  it  was  not 
only  allowable  for  them  to  exercise  this  right,  but 
it  was  their  dutv  to  do  so.  By  such  a  measure 
there  was  no  reoection  on  the  Chief  Magistrate ; 
for  it  was  well  known  he  had  vigilantly  and  cor- 
rectly done  his  duty.  He  had  left  nothing  untried 
that  was  in  hia  power.  Now,  howerer,  when 
another  effort  was  to  be  made,  he  believed  the 
President,  though  firm  in  the  performance  of  the 
important  trusts  reposed  in  him,  would  be  cdmfort- 
ed  and  strengthened  by  the  approving  voice  of  his 
Coustitutional  advisers.  With  this  resolution  in 
his  hand,  he  would  apeak  to  a  foreign  nation  in  a 
bolder  tone,  and  employ  the  energetic  language  of 
his  united  fellow-citizenv. 

Mr.  M.  did  not  think,  with  the  gentleman  who 
preceded  him,  that  theadoptiop  of  the  proposition 
would  be  productive  of  discord;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  have  a  happy  tendency  to  promote 
harmony,  bjr  a  candid  and  patriotic  communica- 
tion of  sentiments  between  these  two  important 
oigaDs  of  the  Government. 

Of  the  three  resolutions  reported  by  the  select 
committee,  the  second,  which  was  the  one  under 
coDsideration,  was  solely  of  an  Executive  nature. 
The  two  others,  to  wit :  the  first  which  had  pass- 
ed without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  the  third  which 
remained  to  be  acted  upon,  were  of  a  Legislative 
complexion.     Together,  they  constituted  a  series 
of  measures  adapted  to  the  present  exigencies  of 
the  nation.     The  first  declared  the  wrongs  done 
OS ;  the  second  proposed  to  settle  the  dispute  to 
which  those  wrongs  gave  rise,  by  equitaoie  ar- 
rangement or  treaty;  and  the  third  proposed,  in 
case  no  settlement  could  be  obtained  upon  just  and 
honorable  terms,  to  diminish  our  intercourse  with 
a  nation  whose  administration  was  so  unjust  and 
inflexible.     There  was  another  step  which  might 
have  been  the  subject  of  a  fourth  resolution,  and 
that  was  war.    For  his  part,  he  believed  the  acts 
of  the  cruisers  and  courts  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
were  direcily  and  openly  hostile;  and  it  was 
only  necessary  for  us  to  consider  them  so,  to  make 
ourselves  a  party  in  the  strife  among  the  nations. 
Although  the  provocation  was  sufficient  to  justify 
us  in  a  declaration  of  war,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would 
at  present  prefer  a  different  policy.    He  would  in 
the  first  place  make  another  overture  of  civility ; 
and  if  that  did  not  succeed,  our  connexion  could 
be  discontinued.    If,  after  that,  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  put  ourselves  in  hostile  array,  he ^ knew 
there  was  courage  enough  in  the  nation  to  make 
an  enemy,  now  as  heretofore,  tremble  on  approach- 
iog  our  shores. 

Viewing  the  subject  in  this  manner,  and  con- 
ceiving the  propoisition  as  one  of  a  catenation  of 
measures  on  a  subject  of  great  pational  importance 
and  uncommon  public  solicitude^  he  was  earnest 
in  his  hope  that  it  would  be  carried,  like  the  pre- 
ceding one,  not  by  a  mere  majority,  but  by  an 
Qnanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Bataro. — Mr.  President,  if  there  be  any 
objection  to  the  resolution  now  before  us.  it  is  that 
it  shelters  the  Executive  Government  from  that 
lesponaibility  as  to  its  measures  which  properly 


ought  to  attach  to  it.  The  duty  prescribed  by  the 
resohiticm  is  of  an  Executive  nature,  and  the 
President  is  charged  with  the  care  of  those  intei^ 
ests  for  which  the  resolution  provides.  By  pre- 
scribing a  course  of  conduct  to  the  Executive,  we 
release  that  branch  of  Government  from  responsi- 
bility as  to  the  event,  and  take  it  upon  ourselves. 
But,  sir,  though  I  feel  this  obiection,  yet  at  the 
present  moment  it  is  outweighed  by  other  con- 
siderations. The  state  of  our  public  affairs  is  criti- 
cal, and  at  such  a  time  I  think  it  becomes  every 
branch  and  member  of  the  Government  to  co-ope- 
rate with  cordiality  and  zeal  in  support  of  each 
other,  and  to  strive  to  do  more  ratner  than  less 
than  their  respective  duty. 

The  design  of  this  resolution,  sir,  presents  itself 
to  my  mind  in  a  very  different  point  of  view  from 
that  in  which  it  appears  to  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  f  Mr.  Smith.)    That  honorable  member 
is  opposed  to  it  because  he  thinks  it  gives  just 
cause  of  offence  to  the  President :    That  we  pre- 
scribe to  the  President  a  duty  which  he  ought 
certainly  to  perform  without  our  injunction,  and 
of  consequence  we  betray  doubts  that  he  will  do 
what  belongs  to  his  office  without  our  interference. 
For  my  oart,  sir,  I  do  not  consider  the  resolution 
as  iniendea  in  any  degree  for  the  President,  but 
as  designed  for  the  British  Government.    I  sup- 
pose without  the  resolution  the  President  would 
take  the  course  which  it  marks  out.    But  we  in- 
tend to  manifest  by  it,  that  it  is  not  simply  the 
opinion  of    the  President  that  specific  redress 
should  be  granted  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffer- 
ed, but  that  it  is  the  concurrent  sense  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government,  that   such   redress 
should  be  insisted  on.    I  do  not  mean  that  we 
should  be  considered  as  offering  an  empty  menace 
to  the  British  cabinet,  but  a  demonstration  of  the 
union  of  different  branches  of  our  Government  in 
demanding  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  done  us. 
Foreign  (£>vernments  calculate  much  on  our  di- 
visions, our  union  will  disappoint  those  calcu- 
lations. 

It  has  been  objected  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermoqt,  that  it  is  improper  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion, because  it  is  not  the  ground  of  any  legisla- 
tive proceeding.  The  gentleman  is  too  late  in 
making  this  objection.  Tie  has  voted  for  the  first 
resolution,  which  less  than  the  present  is  the  basis 
of  a  legislative  act.  At  present  it  is  designed  only 
as  the  declaration  of  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  foreign  nation.  But  I  am  not  disposed 
to  admit  that  these  resolutions  may  not  become 
the  ground  of  a  legislative  act.  it  belongs  to 
Congress  to  declare  war,  and  when  I  give  my  as- 
sent to  these  resolutions,  I  consider  myself  as 
pledged  to  vote  for  war,  if  redress  is  not  granted 
to  us.  In  adopting  the  first  resolution,  we  have 
gone  too  far  to  recede.  We  have  declared  that 
unprovoked  aggressions  have  been  committed  on 
the  property  of  our  citizens — that  our  neutral 
rights  have  been  violated  and  our  national  inde- 
pendence trenched  upon.  This  unanimous  dec- 
laration is  recorded  in  your  journals;  and  can  we 
hesitate  whether  we  will  bear  the  wrongs  and  af- 
fronts put  upon  us,  or  hazard  the  peril  of  a  vrju  t 
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Can  we,  sir,  after  the  declaration  which  we  have 
made,  sit  quietly  down  and  console  ourselves  with 
the  meek  virtue  of  suffering  with  forbearance? 
For  what  purpose  have  gentlemen  agreed  to  the 
first  resolution  ?  To  show  the  world  we  knew  the 
extent  of  our  injuries,  yet  from  Indolence  or  dread 
we  meant  they  should  pass  unredressed  and  una- 
venged ? 

I  hope,  sir,  it  will  not  be  thought  that  I  wish 
for  war.  or  would,  without  adequate  cause,  plunge 
the  nation  into  it.  I  am  contending  onl^r  that  we 
must  learn  to  insist  upon  our  national  rights,  or, 
by  and  by,  none  will  belong  to  us.  We  must  learn 
to  defend  our  honor  as  a  people,  or  soon  we  shall 
be  without  national  character.  We  are  best  pro- 
tected against  war  when  it  is  known  that  we  are 
ready  to  meet  it.  Let  the  nations  of  Europe  know 
'  that  a  love  of  ease,  a  dread  of  disaster,  or  an  ap- 
prehension of  privations,  chain  you  to  a  state  of 
peace,  and  they  will  drain  your  treasury  of  its  last 
cent,  and  make  you  drink  the  dregs  of  humiliation. 

I  hope  the  Government  will  never  go  to  war 
without  a  just  and  sufficient  cause.  %ut  when 
that  cause  does  exist,  I  hope  they  will  not  be  ap- 
palled by  the  dangers  or  calamities  of  war.  The 
resolution  before  us  is  not,  however,  a  declaration 
of  war.  We  have  stated  in  the  first  resolution 
the  wrongs  we  have  sufiered,  we  here  state  the 
redress  we  expect.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  reso- 
lution enjoins  on  the  President  any  particular 
mode  of  negotiation,  or  to  demand  any  specific 
satisfaction.  But  it  requires  something  substan- 
tial ;  direct,  satisfaction,  or  equivalent  indemnity, 
and  some  assurance  of  future  security. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  because  I  think 
it  will  facilitate  the  negotiations  of  the  President. 
When  it  is  seen  that  we  are  united  in  insisting 
upon  our  rights,  that  rather  than  abandon  them 
we  are  resolved  to  encounter  any  alternative,  it 
must  create  an  impression  and  serious  reflection 
abroad.  The  resolutions  justify  the  President  in 
speaking  in  a  manly  tone  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  holding  a  language  worthy  of  a  great  and 
free  people,  and  I  therefore  give  them  my  cordial 
support. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  now  adjourned. 

Friuay,  February  14. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, entitled  *An  act  to  empower  the  board 
of  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  todnage  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Maclat,  Mitchill,  and  Logan, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  States  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Auams,  Baldwin, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  Smith,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  '<An  actfor  the  relief  of  the  Qot- 


ernor.  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  wis 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  dth  instant, 
on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  State  which  relates  to  the  violation  of 
neutral  rights,  and  the  impressment  of  Americaa 
seamen. 

The  second  resolution  being  still  under  consid- 
eration, aa  follows : 

"  2.  Reaohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statu 
be  requested  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  retiara- 
tion  of  the  proper^  of  their  citizens,  captured,  and 
condemned,  on  the  pretext  of  Us  bein^  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Bntain,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace .-  and  upon  the  indemnijieaium  of 
auch  American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damagu 
sustained  by  those  captures  and  condemnations  .•  md 
to  enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  Got- 
ernment,  on  this  and  aU  other  differences  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  respecting 
the  impreBsment  of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States, 
and  manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that 
justice  to  which  they  are  entitled." 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON — Ou  furthcr  consideration 
of  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate  I  confess 
I  feel  more  opposed  to  it,  and  do  believe,  on  the 
whole,  it  will  be  best  not  to  pass  it  in  Its  present  form. 
The  resolution  must  mean  something,  or  it  must 
mean  nothing.  It  must  intend  to  convey  to  the 
President,  the  opinions  and  advice  of  this  body, 
or  not  to  convey  it.  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  intended  to 
convey  to  the  President  the  opinion  and  advice  of 
the  Senate,  which  is  certainly  my  understanding 
of  it,  I  beg^entlemen  to  reflect  a  little  before  they 
adopt  it.  The  advice  of  this  Senate  I  trust  will 
never  be  given  to  the  President  without  having  the 
desired  effect;  and  let  me  add,  sir,  that  from  the 
intimate  connexion  which  exists  .  bet  ween  this 
and  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  I 
must  believe  that  the  President  would  not  feel 
himself  justified,  nor  would  he  be  willing  to  take 
so  much  responsibility  on  himself  as  entirely  to 
reject  it.  Sir  I  could  not  justify  htm  if  he  did. 
We  are  equally  responsible  with  him  in  our  Execu- 
tive capacity,  and  can  we  for  a  moment  believe 
that  he  would  act  contrary  to  the  decided  opinion 
of  the  Senate,  who  can  at  all  times  control  or  de- 
feat him  by  rejecting  a  treaty  made  contrary  to 
their  advice  and  opinions?  What,  sir,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  ? 

We  request  the  President  ^*  to  demand  and  in- 
sist upon  the  restoration  of  the  property  of  their 
citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  pretext 
of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace  ;  and 
upon  the  indemnification  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
these  captures  and  condemnations:**  and  after- 
wards "  to  enter  into  suclx  arrangements  with  the 
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British  Governmeiit,  on  this  and  all  other  differ- 
ences sabsisting  between  the  two  nations,  (and 
])articalariy  respecting  the  impressment  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
hoDorand  i interests  of  the  United  States,  and  mani- 
fest their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselres  and 
their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that  jus- 
tice to  which  they  are  entitled." 

To  mv  mind,  sir,  the  resolution  seems  to  be  at 
war  with  itself.  It  is  not,  Mr.  President,  the  bold 
ground  tajcen  by  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  to 
which  I  object.  It  is  not,  sir,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  demanding  or  insisting  on  our  righ^ ;  but  it  is 
because  I  fear  the  resolution  taken^  together  will 
embarrass  the  Executive  in  negotiating  a  treaty  to 
settle  our  differences.  A  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land has  told  us,  and  we  know  the  fact  is  so^  that 
there  are  several  subjects  on  which  negotiation  is 
necessary.  At  present  we  know  we  have  no  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Great  Britain.  If,  sir,  this 
subject  is  intended  to  be  embraced,  (and  I  so  un- 
derstand it)  by  the  resolution,  and  if  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  it  should,  let  us  be  more  explicit. 
We  have  such  a  treaty  with  Holland,  Spain,  and 
France,  and  I  confess  I  see  no  good  reason  whv 
we  should  not  have  one  with  Great  Britain  if  it 
can  be  made  on  terms  which  will. promote  the 
iQQtual  interests  of  the  two  nations.  Indeed,  I  can- 
Bot  imagine  how  we  are  to  ffet  along  without  con- 
tinual jarrings,  end  projbably  ultimate  war,  with 
aUitsconcomitantevils,unless  we  knowtheground 
on  which  tve  are  placed.  Whilst  I  should  deplore 
an  event  of  this  kind,  yet  if,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  honor  and  interests  of  my  country 
made  it  necessary,  I  hope  I  shall  be  found  among 
those  who  would  firmly  resent  the  insult  and  vin- 
dicate the  iniuries  of  an^r  nation  (m  earth.  With 
ao  wide  a  field  for  negotiation,  with  so  many  im- 
portant objects  to  accomplish,  I  submit  it  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  tie  up  the  hand^  of  the  Executive  in  the 
manner  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  If  the 
resolution  passes,  the  President  must  in  every 
event  ^  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the  indemnification 
of  such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and 
damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  condem- 
nations. "  This  must  be  made  the  basis  on  which 
all  farther  proceedings  are  to  be  founded.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  being  willing  to  give 
vp  the  property  which  has  been  unjustly  taken 
from  our  citizens  without  an  equivalent.  An 
equivalent  may  be  obtained  in  many  ways.  If 
the  resolution  is  adhered  to  by  the  Executive,  a 
restitution  of  the  property  must  be  insisted  on. 
Request  the  President  to  demand- and  insist,  and 
he  must  take  this  ground,  and  this  only,  if  we  pass 
this  resolution.  Although  in  my  opinion  this  res- 
olution was  not  intended  to  censure  the  Executive, 
yet,  it  would  seem  to  bear  that  construction.  But 
OQ  this  ground  I  will  not  object  to  it.  It  is  noto- 
rious to  every  gentleman  of  the  Senate  that  the 
President  has  l^en,  and  is  now  prosecuting  a  ne- 


gotiation on  the  subjects  which  seem  to  be  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  this  resolution,  viz:  the  coi^dem- 
nation  ox  our  vessels  and  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen.  It  would  therefore  seem  im- 
proper, on  this  ffround,  to  pass  the  resolution  in  its 
present  form.  I  know,  sir,  that  what  has  been  so 
often  and  so  properly  repeated  is  all-important  on 
the  present  subject,  thatisj  that  we  should  be  united 
in  what  we  do.  With  this  viewand  with  the  hope 
that  the  same  committee  can  offer  to  the  Senate  a 
resolution  varied  in  its  form  from  the  one  before  us, 
and  embracing  the  wishes  of  at  least  a  great  ma- 
jority, and  I  hope  the  whole  Senate,  I  move  that 
the  resolution  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  AoAiR. — Mr.  President,  the  motion  before 
the  Senate  is  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  a  spe- 
cial committee.  G^tlemen  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution as  it  stands,  have  called  upon  us  to  point 
out  the  alterations  we  wish  to  make  in  it,  as  a 
cause  of  commitment;  I  will  do  so  by  stating  my 
objections  to  it  in  its  present  shape.  The  first 
resolution  on  the  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  which  met  with  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Senate  two  days  past^  contains  a  mere  declaration 
oftlieir  opinion  on  an  abstract  principle;  to  this 
resolution  I  fully  and  freely  assent,  although  I  did 
not  vote  for  it,  beine  that  day  unwell  and  absent. 
But  this  second  resolution,  if  it  is  to  have  any  effect 
at  all,  is  meant  to  convey  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  It  contains  a  request 
to  him,  not  only  that  he  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
an  adjustment  of  our  differences  by  treaty,  but 
that  prior  to  this  he  will  "demand  and  insist  upon 
the  restoration  of  the  property  of  our  citizens  cap- 
tured and  condemned  on  the  pretence  of  its  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the 
indemnification  of  such  American  citizens  for  their 
losses  and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures 
and  condemnations;"  that  he. will  enter  into  ar- 
rangeiments,  dbc.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  part 
of  the  resolution  I  object  to.  It  is  going  too  far. 
It  is  circumscribing  tne  powers  of  the  President, 
and  tying  him  down  to  a  particular  point.  It  is 
making  that  the  tine  qua  noUy  the  basis  on  which 
alone  he  is  to  treat;  at  least  it  is  doing  this  so  far 
as  an  opinionof  the  Senate,  expressed  in  this  way, 
can  do  it.  It  really  looks  to  me,  as  if,  on  this  par- 
ticular point  of  the  restitution,  we  were  afraid  to 
trust  our  Chief  Magistrate.  I  presume  there  is 
not  a  member  who  hears  me,  who  does  not  fully 
believe  the  .captures  and  condemnations  alluded 
to  in  the  resolution  were  unjust;  that  they  are  an 
infringment  of  our  rights;  and  that  we  are  enti- 
tled to  restitution.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that 
these  condemnations  are  the  solemn  decisions  of 
a  court  of  very  high  authority  in  Great  Britain; 
a  court  that,  it  is  well  known,  acts  under  the 
councils  (if  not  the  control)  of  the  cabinet.  Mav 
we  not  then  reasonably  suppose  that  the  Britisn 
Government  are  as  fully  assured  (in  their  own 
minds)  that  these  condemnations  are  just  and 
warranted,  under  the  law  of  nations,  as  we  are^ 
that  they  are  unjust  and  unwarranted;  and  that^ 
they  will  be  as  unwilling  to  acknowledge  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  world  that  they  have  been 
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wantonly  robbing,  us  of  our  propert^r,  as  we  will 
be  to  acKnowledge  that  we  nave  paid  so  much 
without  a  cause  ?  It  has  been  well  observed  by 
an  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  that  in 
forming  commercial  treaties  of  this  kind,  there 
will  be  various  points  to  consider,  and  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  contend  for  strict  justice  in  every 
punctilio;  arrangements  or  treaties,  when  there 
are  existing  differences  to  settle,. must  always  be 
a  bargain  of  compromise  and  forbearance;  in  one 
point  we  may  give  a  little,  that  we  may  obtain 
an  equivalent  in  another.  So  it  may  turn  out  in 
settling  o\A  disputes  with  Great  Britain.  Why 
then  are  we  not  satisfied  with  expressing  our 
opinion  on  the  p;reat  principle  of  ri|^ht;  and  leave 
it  altogether  with  our  Chief  Magistrate  to  enter 
into  and  point  out  the  details? 

It  is  asserted  by  the  advocates  of  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  that  the  part  objected  to, .  has 
been  virtually  agreed  to  in  the  first  resolution; 
and  that  the  latter  part  of  the  second  resolution 
so  qualifies  the  first  as  to  prevent  it  from  opera- 
ting as  an  instruction  to  or  restriction  on  the 
President.  To  this  1  answer,  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple, so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  the  British  Government,  is  certainly  contained 
in  the  first  resolution,  and,  therefore^  unnecessary 
to  be  thus  expressed  in  the  second ;  and  if  it  is  not 
intended  to  operate  as  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent, why  is  it  so  anxiously  retained  in  the  reso- 
lution? I  can  see  no  other  reason  for  this,  unless 
it  is  intended  as  a  declaration  of  the  Senate,  a 
solemn  pledge  to  be  used  on  some  future  occasion, 
by  the  merchants,  whose  property  has  been  thus 
condemned,  to  show  that  we  are  bound  to  obtain 
restitution  for  them  from  the  British  Government, 
or  to  compensate  them  ourselves.  How  far  this 
may  be  right  is  not  now  for  me  to  say.  It  is  a 
subject  not  now  before  the  Senate^  and  I  think  it 
too  soon  to  make  the  declaration.  Nor  do  I  like 
to  see  such  a  measure  obtain  in  our  resolutions 
by  stealth  as  it  were ;  unnoticed^  because  obscured 
by  the  brighter  blaze  of  more  important  objects. 
In  support  of  the  words  /^  demand  and  insist^'  an 
extract  has  been  read  from  a  letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent himself  to  his  Minister  abroad,  in  Which  he 
uses  the  same  words.  But  is  there  no  difference 
between  the  President's  acting  ofiicially,  giving 
instructions  to  his  Minister  where  it  is  necesssary 
and  proper  he  should  enter  into  the  details,  and 
our  merely  expressing  an  abstract  opinion  upon  a 
great  principle  before  it  officially  comes  before  us  ? 
The  President,  in  using  these  words,  does  it  with 
the  strictest  {propriety ;  and  I  trust  when  he  in- 
structs a  Minister  agreeably  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  this  resolution,  that  he  will  make  use  of 
language  equally  strong.  He  shall  meet  with  my 
hearty  approbation,  nor  is  there  any  length  in  my 
power  that  I  will  not  cheerfully  go  to  support  him. 
Tet,  still  I  am  unwilling  to  tie  him  down  to  a 
particular  point,  or  to  express  an  opinion  in  detail 
upon  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  whicn  if  made  must 
finally  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  appro- 
bation. Let  it  be  remembered  that  in  the  first 
resolution  we  have  solemnly  pledged  ourselves  to 
a  principle  of  right ;  we  are  so  far  bound,  as  the 


Representatives  of  the  nation,  to  defend  this  right 
to  our  citizens,  or  to  obtain  an  equivalent.  This 
ought  to  satisfy  all.  In  this  second  resolution  we 
request  of  the  President  to  obtain  for  us  the  free 
exercise  of  this  right  bj  treaty.  Let  usthen  con- 
fide to  him  the  broad  neld  or  negotiation ;  let  us 
not  cramp  him.  Our  rights  are  secure  in  the 
hands  of  the  constituted  authorities  Should  he 
fail  of  success,  we  all  know  the  consequence ;  the 
next  and  last  alternative  is  war ;  to  this  we  att 
stand  solemnly  pledged,  and  when  it  comes  to 
this,  I  trust  there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion. 
Peace  is  the  first  wish  of  our  hearts;  it  is  the  soul 
of  our  Government.  But  the  man  who  would 
not  prefer  war  to  oppression,  to  dishonor  and  in- 
famy, is  not  an  American.  One  word  more,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  have  done:  It  has  been  conceded 
that  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  and  vote  is  desira- 
ble on  this  subject.  If,  then,  gentlemen  are  in 
earnest  when  they  say  those  exceptionable  words 
mean  no  more  than  what  is  contained  in  the  first 
resolution,  and  conrey  ne  special  instruction  to 
the  President,  can  they  not  change  them  for  others 
equally  strong  as  to  the  princime,  and  that  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  all  ?  Why  not  strike  them 
out,  and  in  lieu  of  them  request  the  President  to 
enter  into  arrangements  agreeable  to  or  in  con- 
formity to  the  first  resolution  ?  Some  such  altera- 
tion as  this  would  certainly  retain  the  whole  idea 
avowed  by  the  advocates  of  the  present  resolution, 
and  as  the  special  direction  and  restriction  would 
be  left  out.  it  would  meet  with  my  concurrence. 
To  obtain  some  such  alteration,  in  words  that  will 
be  agreeable  to  allj  is  the  object  I  have  in  voting 
for  the  commitment;  and  as  one  day  cannot  ma- 
terially affect  us,  I  hope  we  will  be  indulged. 

Messrs.  J.  Q,niifCT  Aoams,  Samoel  Smith. 
PiCKERtifo,  Tract,  and  Maclat,  delivered  their 
sentiments. 

The  motion  to  re-commit  the  resolution  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  it,  was  lo$t — ^yeas  15, 
nays  16. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  in  italics^  from  the  second  to  the  elev- 
enth line. 

Messrs.  S.  Smith,  and  White^  opposed  the 
motion,  which  was  disagreed  to— yeas  13,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

TsAB — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  GaiUaid, 
Howland,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Plumer,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messn.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Gilman, 
Hillhouse,  Kitchel,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Shnith 
of  Tennessee,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Thruston  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  previously  taking  up  and 
acting  upon  the  third,  which  prohibits  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  of  a  variety  of 
articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  after  the day  of next,  un- 
less equitable  arrangements  shall  be  made  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

This  motion  was  lost — yeas  13. 
Messrs.  Israel  Smith  and  Bradley  then  spoke 
against  agreeing  to  the  resolution.    The  princi- 
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pal  gronod  taken  by  them  was  that  it  became  the 
Senate  to  take  stronger  ground,  and  to  adopt  vic;- 
orous  measures,  before  they  requested  the  Exe- 
cutive to  resume  negotiation. 

Mr.  Traot  advocated  the  resolution.  He  did 
not  thint  negotiation  exhausted.  He  thought  it 
became  the  Senate  to  make  one  further  attempt 
towards  negotiatine  our  differences,  before  a  resort 
was  had  to  warlice  measures.  The  President 
would  be  enabled  to  take  this  step,  by  the  Senate, 
who  were  a  branch  of  the  war-declaring  power, 
expressing  their  support  of '  the  measures  ne  had 
taken,  at  the  same  time  that  they  requested  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiation. 

Mr.  MooRB  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
'^  and  insist ;"  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  Said  that,  so  modified,  he 
should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  observed  that  he  was  sorry  to  in- 
trude upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate  at  that 
lite  hour ;  but  the^  observations  of  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  induced  him  to  beff  their 
indulgence  for  a  few  nK>ments.  The  genUeman, 
io  the  coarse  of  his  observations,  seems  to  have 
made  two  propositions  as  the  ground  of  his  ob- 
jection, viz :  tnat  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration contains  a  censure  upon  the  President, 
as  sot  havings  done  his  duty  in  negotiating;  ana 
tJiat  by  paasiBg  it  we  are  going  to  sacrifice  the 
])onoT  and  interests  of  the  United  States  and  its 
citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  in  what  manner  we 
shall  do  either  ?  How  shall  we  censure  the  Presi- 
dent? He  has  negotiated  until  there  appears  no 
prospect  of  obtainmg  that  justice  to  which  we 
are  entitled ;  and  he  has  now  submitted  the  mat- 
ter to  Conjgress  to  pursue  such  measures  as  shall 
appear  to  them  prudent. 

And  what  are  we  about  to  do?  Sir,  we  have 
already  unanimously  passed  one  resolution,  in 
which  we  say  that  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  our  citizens  is  an  unpro- 
voked violation  of  our  independence,  and  an  ag- 
gression upon  the  property  of  our  citizens.  And 
if  that  declaration  is  correct  what  are  we  to  do 
farther?  Are  we,  upon  the  strength  of  that  dec- 
laration, to  sit  down  and  fold  our  hands  together, 
and  expect  Britain  to  do  us  justice,  or  are  we  to 
declare  war?  Sir,  are  we  prepared  at  this  mo- 
ment to  declare  war?  Will  it  be  wise?  Will  it 
be  prudent,  without  one  efibrt  to  avoid  it,  with  all 
its  horrors  of  blood  and  destruction?  Are  the 
people  now  prepared  to  meet  it,  without  our  mak- 
ing one  more  attempt  to  negotiate  ?  Will  they 
say  we  have  acted  wisely  ?  I  believe  not.  Sir 
we  are  one  component  part  of  Congress,  who 
have  the  sole  power  of  declaring  war ;  and  by 
this  resolution  we  are  going  to  say  to  Britain — 
not  by  ourselves,  for  we  are  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion authorized  to  speak  to  foreign  nations  in  this 
way ;  but  we  are  about  to  request  the  President, 
in  our  behalf,  and  in  our  name,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  to  say  to 
Britain-*-you  have  injured  us  by  yout  uoprovoKed 
aggressions,  and  we  demand  satisfaction.  We 
can  bear  these  insults  no  longer ;  therefore,  make 


us  compensation  for  past  injuries,  and  do  us  jus- 
tice in  future;  and  we  are  willing  still  to  be 
friends.  Wherein  does  this  censure  the  President? 
He  has  pursued  negotiation  until  he  finds  it  un- 
availing. We  now  ask  of  him  to  make  one  last 
eflort  in  our  behalf,  before  we  appeal  to  the  last 
resort  of  war,  and  t  trust  we  shall  arm  him  with 
power  that  will  give  energy  to  this  last  negotia- 
tion.  And  wherein  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the 
honor  of  the  United  States  or  the  interests  of  the 
citizens?  Does  it  sacrifice  our  honor  to  endeavor 
to  settle  our  differences  in  an  amicable  way, 
rather  than  to  fly  to  arms  and  deluge  the  earth 
with  blood  ?  Will  it  fix  a  stigma  upon  us  in  the 
eyes  of  any  rational  men  or  nations?  I  believe 
noti  And  how  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the  in- 
terests of  our  citizens?  Do  we  do  it  by  demand- 
ing justice  for  them  of  Britain  ?  I  believe  that 
they  themselves  will  not  view  it  in  that  li^ht, 
when  they  see  it  followed  by  the  third  resolution, 
which  I  hope  will  be  passed.  And  indeed-  had  it 
not  have  been  for  the  expectations  of  that  resolo- 
tion  being  carried  into  enect,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  give  energy  to  this.'  I  should  have  withheld  my 
vote  from  the  first.  But,  under  the  full  expecta- 
tion that  the  third  resolution  will  pass,  ana  as  I 
do  not  believe  it  contains  any  censure  upon  the 
President,  and  as  I  believe  it  will  do  honor  to  the 
United  States  and  will  have  a  tendency  to  secure- 
reparation  to  our  citizens,  I  sbaU  cheerftiUy  give 
it  my  vote. 

Mr.  SifiTB,of  Ohio — Mr.  President, although  the 
resolution  on  your  table  cannot  impose  a  new  ob- 
ligation on  the  Chief  Magistrate  or  this  countrv 
in  its  present  form,  yet,  from  its  coincidence  wita 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  his  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  pf'esent  session**-from  its  presumptive  in- 
fluence at  home,  and  its  probable  effect  abroad,  I 
am  induced  to  believe  that  its  unanimous  adoption 
is  important. 

The  resolution  ought  not  to  be  construed  into 
an  improper  interference  with  Executive  preroga- 
tive, for  it  will  not  sustain  that  interpretation.  It 
is  the  Constitutional  right  and  the  dany  practice  of 
the  Senate  toadvise  the  Executive  toadoptspecific 
measures,  as  well  as  to  call  for  information  on 
diplomatic  and  leffislative  subjects.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  resolution  ?  It  is,  that  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  shall  share  in  the  responsibility 
of  employing  means  to  execute  the  measure  pro- 
posed. This  is  magnanimous,  as  it  is  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  in  adopting  the  re- 
solution we  attach  a  high  degree  of  respostbility 
to  ourselves  in  the  effects  to  be  produced. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  seems  to  be  further 
illustrated  on  two  grounds.  1.  **  That  the  Presi- 
dent demand  the  restoration  of  the  property  of 
their  citizens,  captured  and  condemnea  on  the 
pretext  of  its  oeing  employed  in  a  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of 
peace;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such 
American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages 
sustained  by  these  captures  and  condemnations.'' 
What  is  there  in  this  part  of  the  resolution  so  ob- 
jectionable to  honorable  gentlemen?  Is  it  the 
restoration  of  the  captured  property  of  our  citi- 
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zens  ?    No !    Is  it  the  indemnification  of  our  citi- 
zens, for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
the  captures  of  which  we  complain?    It  cannot 
be.    To  what  then  are  exceptions  taken  1    Two 
honorable  gentlemen    have   |^iven  the   answer. 
^  The  resolution  if  adopted  will  be  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment."   This  I  shall  deny,  until  convinced  of  the 
impropriety  of  entering  into  any  resolution  which 
expresses  to  one  branch  of  the  Gotten  men  t  the 
Tiews  and  desires  of  another.    The  freedom  of 
communication  between  the  Legislative  and  Ex- 
ecutive branches  of  the  Grovernment,  is  sanctioned 
bv  the  law  and  usage  of  all  nations  that  are  free. 
The  resolution  does  not  assume  the  boldness  of  a 
mandate;  but  the  delicate  form  of  a  request.  Having 
obviated  this  objection,  I  contend  that  the  seas  are 
the  high-road  of  the  world,  and  that  all  nations 
iiave  a  right  to  use  it.    That  we  ns  a  neutral  na- 
tion have  a  right  to  trade  with  all,  who  are  free 
to  trade  with  us,  except  with  a  blockaded  port 
and  in  articles  contraband  of  war.    England  has 
imposed  a  new  restriction  beyond  the  cases  of 
contraband  and  blockade.    In  her  courts  of  ad* 
miralty,  she  has  taken  a  lawless  distinction  be- 
tween a  trade  in  war  and  a  trade  in  peace;  and 
that  a  trade  not  permitted  in  peace  is  unlawful  in 
war.    I  pronounce  it  an  injurious  regulation  upon 
our  commerce,  and  which  I  trust  our  Government 
will  not  submit  to,  as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  law 
of  nations  and  a  gross  violation  of  neutral  rights. 
Of  this  new  and  odious  principle,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  justly  complained,  and  I 
wish  the  Senate  to  unite  in  bearing  testimony 
against  it ;  and  while  we  do  this,  let  us  resort  to 
the  means  of  remunerating  our  injured  citizens. 
They  have  been  robbed  and  plundered  on  the 
high  seas,  while  sailing  under  the  American  flag 
and  engaged  in  a  lawml  trade.    I  feel  indignant 
at  this  outrage,  and  cannot  silently  and  deliber- 
ately see  our  flag  insulted,  our  seamen  impressed, 
our  citizens  ruined,  and  our  trade  destroyed.  -But, 
it  has  been  said,  if  we  adopt  the  resolution  it  will 
restrict  the  President  to  the  strong  attitude  of  de- 
manding the  restitution  of  our  property  taken  by 
British  cruisers,  and  condemnations.    Be  it  so; 
he  will  not  surely  treat  with  them  but  on  the 
ground  of  restitution.    We  have  treated  England 
as  the  most  favored  nation,  in  all  our  commercial 
and  diplomatic 'regulations;  she  has  requited  us 
with  the  imposition  of  insidious  duties,  with  pre- 
datory spoliations  at  sea,  and  illegal  condemna- 
tions on  land.   Our  nation  will  be  avenged,  and  the 
greatest  objection  which  I  feel  to  the  resolutions 
u,  that  they  do  not  go  far  enough.    I  would  make 
a  provisional  declaration  of  war,  to  be  carried 
into  efiect  with  vigor,  not  only  against  England, 
but  against  Spain,  and  any  other  Power  who, 
under  circumstances  so  aggravated,  refuse  to  re- 
dress our  wrongs.    Sir,  I  must  honestly  confess, 
that  I  deprecate  the  flames  and  ravages  of  war, 
that  I  should  lament  the  necessity  of  involving 
the  nation  as  much  as  any  man ;  but,  sir,  I  wish 
it  avoided  on  honorable  terms;  for  rather  than  see 
the  honor  and  the  rights  of  my  country  violated, 
I  would  wade  through  rivers  of  blood  and  fight 


till  doomsday  in  their  defence.  The  second  ground 
of  illustration  appears  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution,  and  in  the  following  words,  '^  To  enter 
into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, on  this  and  all  other  differences  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  re- 
specting the  impressment  of  American  seamen,) 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their 
citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to 
which  they  are  entitled."  Until  this  resolution 
came  into  debate,  I  flattered  myself  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  have  acfopted  it  unanimously.  The 
object  of  the*  resolution  is  so  very  important  that 
I  could  not  imagine  one  honorable  member  of  the 
Senate  would  be  found  refusing  to  support  it. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  ask,  can  a  true  American  be 
indifierent  to  the  depredations  committed  on  our 
neutral  rights,  and  does  not  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen  deserve  the  attention  of  the  Senate? 
Every  member  must  avow  it.  In  what  then  do 
we  differ  ?  Merely  in  the  phraseology  of  the  reso- 
lution. I  did  hope  for  unanimity  in  the  Senate, 
as  well  upon  the  form  as  the  substance  of  this  reso- 
lution. In  this,  however,  I  am  disappointed,  and 
as  I  cannot  prevent  it,  I  will  sit  down  end  regret  it. 

Messrs.  Logan  and  Pickering  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Israel  Smith,  against 
it ;  when,  after  some  verbal  amendments,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  upon  it,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
resolution  carried — yeas  23,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YsAB — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Uowland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Worthiiigton,  and 
Wright. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Adair,  Bradley,  Plumer,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  Thruston. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  demand  the  restor- 
ation  of  the  property  of  their  citizens  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  a  time  of  peace ;  and  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  con- 
demnations ;  and  to  enter  into  such  arrangements 
with  the  British  Government,  on  this  and  all 
other  difierences  subsisting  between  the  two  na- 
tions, (and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment 
of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  and 
manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation, 
that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 


Monday,  February  17. 

Mr.  Mac  [.AY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Consress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  empower  the  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage. 
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February,  1806. 


TVade  with  St,  Domingo, 


Senate  • 


for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned/'  reported  the 
bin  without  amendment.  < 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  23d  of  January  last, 
the  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,  reported  the  oill 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bin,  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  WoRTHmcTON,  Baldwin,  and 
Bradley,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee, 
on  the  12th  instantj  to  the  bill,  entitled  "^An  acu 
relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and,  after 
debate,  postponed. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Haven, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  representing  that  they 
^have  observed,  with  no  common  degree  of  sur- 
prise and  solicitude^he  numerous  embarrassments 
which  the  navigation  of  the  United  States  hath 
sofiered  by  the  adoption  ofnew  princip^jes,  respect- 
ing neutral  nations,  in  the  Aamiralty  Courts  of 
Great  Britain  ;"  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  the  prosecution  of  such  measures  as 
may  protect  the  commerce  and  defend  the  sea- 
cotsts  of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  6th  of  January  last,  who  have  tin- 
der consideration  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  similar  subjects,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereooi 

The  anoendment  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  considered,  and,after  debate,  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendment  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts;" 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  amended 
accordingly,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blank  in  the  first  section  thereof  having  been  filled 
with  the  words  ''  two  thousand  five  hundred,"  and 
the  blank  in  the  second  section  ^ith  the  words 
^^7^  hundred,"  and  the  bill  further  amended, 

Besolvedj  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be.  '*An  act 
relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  ox  New  Or- 
leans." 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and 
the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and.  after  de- 
bate, adjourned. 

TuEtiDAY,  February  18. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction, 
in  certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts," 


was  read  the  third  time  as  ameikded;  and  having 
been  further  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  do  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jer* 
sev,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of 
delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  and  the 
consideration  of  the  amendments  reported  to  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo;  and  the  report  was  in  part  adopted ; 
and  on  motion,  to  agree  to  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  a  second  section,  amended 
as  follows : 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  after  due 
notice  of  this  act,  at  the  several  custom-houses,  no  ship 
or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clearance  for  any 
port  or  place- within  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  not 
in  the  actual  possession  of  France,  nor  shall  any  clear- 
ance be  granted  for  a  foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly,  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United  States, 
until  the  owner,  or  the  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  his 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  shall  give  bond  to  the 
United, States,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sel and  of  her  cargo,  with  condition' that  the  ship  or 
vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be  required,  is  des- 
tined to  some  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  such 
part  of  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in 
the  actual  possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
Government  of  France ;  and,  during  the  intended  voy- 
age, shall  not  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  permitted  to  pvo- 
ceed,  whether  directly,  or  from  anv  intermediate  port 
or  place,  to  any  port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual 
possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government 
pf  France-;  and  in  case  of  being  forced  by  any  casualty 
into  any  port  or  place  hereby  interdicted,  shall  not,  at 
any  such  port  or  place,  voluntarily  sell,  deliver,  or  unlade 
any  paxt  of  such  cargo,  except  so  much  as  may  be  ab- 
solutely neceesary  to  defray  the  expenses  requisite  to 
enable  such  vessel  to  proceed  on  her  intended  voyage ; 
and,  generally,  that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such 
voyage,  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  com- 
merce with,  or  for»  any  person  resident  within  any  part 
of  the'  island  of  St  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  poe- 
session,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 
France." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  GiUnan,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sum- 
ter, Turner*  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Pjumer,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Proceedings, 


Fbbruabt,  1806. 


Wednesday,  February  19. 

The  following  Mesjsage  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Zb  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

In  pursuance  of  a  measure  proposed  to  Congress,  by 
a  Message  of  January  18th,  1803,  and  sanctioned  by 
their  approbation,  for  carrying  it  into  execution,  Cap- 
tain Mehwether  Lewis,  of  the  first  regiment  of  infantry, 
was  appointed,  with  a  party  of  men,  to  explore  the  rirer 
Missouri  from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  crossing  the 
high  lands  by  the  shortest  portage,  to  Betk  the  best  water 
communication  thence  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  Lieu- 
tenant Clarke  was  appointed  second  in  command.  They 
were  to  enter  into  conference  with  the  Indian  nations 
on  their  route,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  com- 
merce with  them.    They  entered  the  Missouri,  May  14, 
18j04,  and  on  the  1st  of  November,  took  up  their  win- 
ter quarters  x^ear  Uie  Mandan  towns,  sixteen  hundred 
and  nine  miles  above  the  mou&  of  the  river,  in  latitude 
470  21/  47>  north,  and  longitude  99°  24'  45^  west,from 
Greenwich.    On  the  8th  ci  April  1806,  they  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  pursuance  of  the  objects  prescribed  to 
them.    A  letter  of  the  preceding  day,  April  7,  firom 
Captain  Lewis,  is  herewith  communicated.    During 
his  stay  among  the  Mandans,  he  has  been  able  to  lay 
down  Uie  Missouri,  according  to  courses  and  distances 
taken  on  his  passage  up  it,  corrected  by  frequent  obser- 
vations of  longitude  aiod  latitude,  and  to  add  to  the 
actual  survey  of  this  portion  of  the  river,  a  general  map 
of  the  country  between  the  Mississippi  and  Pacific, 
from  the  34th  to  the  54tih  degrees  of  latitude,    lliese 
additions  are  from  information  collected  from  Indians, 
with  whom  he  had  opportunities  of  communicating 
during  his  journey,  and  residence  with  them.    Copies 
of  this  map  are  now  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress.   With  these,  I  communicate,  also,  a  statistical 
view,  procured  and  forwarded  by  him,  of  the  Indian 
nations  inhabiting  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  and  the 
countries  adjacent  to  its  northern  and  western  borders, 
and  of  other  interesting  circumstances  respecting  them. 

In  order  to  render  the  statement  as  complete  as  may 
be,  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  I  add  Dr.  Sibley's  account  of  those  residing 
in,  and  adjacent  to,  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

I  communicate,  also,  fix>m  the  same  person,  an  ac* 
count  of  the  Ked  river,  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion he  has  been  able  to  collect. 

Having  been  disappointed,  after  considerable  prepa- 
ration, in  the  purpose  of  sending  an  exploring  party 
up  that  river  in  the  summer  of  1804,  it  was  thought 
best  to  employ  the  autumn  of  that  year  in  procuring  a 
knowledge  of  an  interesting  branch  of  the  river  called 
the  Washita.  This  was  undertaken  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Dunbar,  of  Natchez,  a  dtiaen  of  distin- 
guished science,  who  had  aided,  and  continues  to  aid 
us,  with  his  disinterested  and  valuable  services,  in  the 
prosecution  of  these  enterprises.  He  ascended  the  river 
to  the  remarkable  hot-springs  near  it,  in  latitude  34°  31' 
4.16\  longitude  92°  60'  45^  west,  from  Greenwich,  taking 
its  courses  and  distances,  and  correcting  them  by  fre- 
quent celestial  observations.  Extracts  from  his  obser- 
vations, and  copies  of  his  map  of  the  river,  from  its 
mouth  to  the  hot-springrs,  make  part  of  the  present 
communications.  The  examination  of  the  Red  river 
itself,  is  but  now  commencing. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
TwBWAUj  19,  1806.  I 


The  Messace  aod  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill;  entitled  *^An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Kitchbl, 
Adams,  and  Condit,  to  consider  and  report  upon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  the  Committee  otthe 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declariog  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  ^An  act  to  em- 
power the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia to  collect  a  eertain  duty  on'  tonnage,  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and  having  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  without  amendment,  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act4o  incorporate  the  Trustees 
of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown/* 
in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse^etween 
the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of  Su 
Domingo :  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  add 
two  new  sections  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsid- 
er the  second  (section  adopted  yesterday,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

YiAs^-Meflsrs.  Adams,  Andenon,  Bayard^  Bradley, 
Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Snuth  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Smith  of  New  Vork,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, Thruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 


Thursday,  February  20. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

Resolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  present  to  him 
the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the  18th  and  14th  instant, 
Februanr. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Minis- 
ters within  the  United  States,  reported  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment: 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shaiU,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  lawa  of  nations  and  of  this  act,  send  any 
foreign  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  aa  afore- 
said, so  offending,  home  to  his  Sovereign,  he  shall  issue 
his  warrant  to  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  underthe  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  commanding  him  to  pro- 
vide for  the  departure  of  the  said  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  as  aforesaid,  so  offending :  taking  due 
precautions  to  avoid  all  improper  or  unnecessary  vio- 
lence in  executing  said  warrant  And  all  officers,  civil 
and  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States* 
are  required  to  be  obedient  to  such  warrant. 
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February,  1806. 


TVvule  with  St.  Domingo. 


Sbitatb. 


The  bill  brought  up  from  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Con- 
gregation of  Georgetown,"  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  tne  second  reading. 

Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  oy  Marshals,"  and  the  amendment  of  the 
sjpecial  committee  having  been  disagreed  to,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  withont  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  STenate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  th%  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,  and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

TRAIXE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St. 
Domingo. 

Mr.  White. — ^Mr.  President,  tbe  Senate  have, 
I  believe,  decided  that  this  question  shall  be  taken 
by  the  yeas  and  nays,  otherwise  I  will  hereafter 
make  to  you  that  motion,  in  order  to  place  upon 
the  journals  my  vote  against  a  bill,  which,  in- 
stead of  g'oing  to  inhibit,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Wor- 
THiNGTON.)  a  disgraceful  cominerce,  will  itself, 
if  passed  iinder  present  circumstances,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  a  disgrace  to  this  Government.  We 
have  sincerely  to  re^et  that  the  information  we 
sought  on  this  occasion,  and  considered  so  neces- 
sary^  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  has  been 
denied  us;  and  that  denial,  I  will  confess,  was 
the  less  expected,  and  the  less  welcome,  it  being 
well  understood  that  the  light  we  wished  was 
entirely  within  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  im- 
part, if  we  had  only  been  permitted  to  ask  for  it. 
The  reasons  that  may  have  induced  gentlemen  to 
negative  a  request  apparently  so  just,  and  gener- 
ally granted  altnost  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  pre- 
sume not  to  conjecture.  They  had  no  doubt 
strong  ones,  but  were  not  so  obliging  as  to  com- 
municate them  to  us.  I  wish  not,  however,  to  be 
understood  as  making  this  a  subject  of  complaint; 
it  would  be  idle  to  do  so.  I  know  that  power  does 
usually  not  only  what  it  wills,  but  mostly  what  it 
can ;  and  the  minority  here,  on  any  subject,  in- 
stead of  expecting  favors,  may  thinlc  themselves 
well  off  if  permitted  to  retain  and  to  exercise  the 
rights  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  country,  and  entrenched  behind  the  rules  of 
the  Senate.  If^  therefore,  on  this  occasion,  gen- 
tlemen have  nothing  to  accuse  themselv„es  with, 
on  the  score  of  a  want  of  liberality,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  charge  them  with  injustice.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  bill,  as  originally  intro- 
duced on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Logan,)  was  variant  in  every 
shape  and  feature  from  that  now  before  us.  The 
first  bill  I  considered  altogether  impotent,  and  had 
little  or  no  concern  as  to  its  fate;  but  that  now 
under  consideration,  as  presented  by  the  commit- 


tea,  is  of  a  very  diflbrent  complexion,  and  goes 
the  full  length  of  interdicting  all  commerce  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  island  of  St.  Domingo* 
Neither  in  justice  nor  in  wisdom,  sir,  is  it  tne 
duty  or  the  interest  of  this  Government  to  adopt 
the  present  measure.  I  do  not,  as  some  other 
gentlemen  have  professed,  consider  it  a  measure 
of  policy,  nor  will  I  call  it  a  measure  of  fear ;  bat 
it  certainly  savors  of  the  most  timid  prudence  I 
have  ever  seen  operating  in  this  body,  little  eal- 
culated  to  acquire  us  honor  abroad,  or  to  prolong 
our  peace  at  home ;  and  if  gentlemen  have  really 
pehuaded  themselves  that  the  decision  we  are. 
about  to  make  involves  merely  a  question  of  pol<* 
icy,  in  my  humble  opinion  they  most  egrejfiously 
mistake.  No  such  construction  will  be  given  to 
ie ;  none  such,  give  me  leave  to  say,  is  it  entitled 
to  bear.  The  surrender  of  this  commerce  haa 
never  been  asked  of  us  as  a  temporary  sacrifice  to 
the  convenience  and  accommodation  of  France; 
but  has  been  demanded  of  us,  in  the  most  insult- 
ing and  peremptory  style,  as  a  matter  of  right ; 
and  passing  this  bill,  under  present  circumstances, 
will  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  risht  in  France 
to- interdict  us  this  trade.  It  wilF  be  a  direct 
abandonment  of  all  right  to  it  on  our  part,  and 
establishing  a  precedent  against  ourselves,  that 
will  be  holden  obligatory  upon  us  in  all  future 
cases  of  the  same  kind.  In  this  aspect  the  sub- 
ject must  develope  itself  to  every  gentleman  as 
one  of  the  utmost  magnitude  to  the  United  States* 
If  our  commerce  with  St.  Domingo  was  wortii 
nothing,  I  would  equally  resist  the  present  meas- 
ure ;  it  is  the  principle  I  object  to.  I  object,  and 
will  forever  object,  to  the  solemn  recognition  on 
the  part  of  this  Government,  of  a  right  in  foreign 
Powers  that  may,  and  hereafter  will  be  exer- 
cised, if  no#  admitted,  to  the  injury  of  the  Amer- 
ican commerce,  and  of  the  American  character. 
If  grentlemen  will  look  folr  a  moment  about  them, 
will  attend  to  our  position  in  the  world,  and  to 
the  colonial  establishments  of  the  European  TOr 
tions  around  us,  they  cannot  but  be  convinced, 
that  cases  similar  to  this  must  often  happen. 
The  sooner  we  take  our  ground,  therefore,  the 
better;  the  less  difficulty  we  shall  nave  hereafter; 
and  surely  a  more  suitable  opportunity  than  the 
pesent  can  never  be  expected  to  occur ;  especial- 
ly, sir,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  most  uncourtly, 
indignant,  and  domineering  manner,  by  which 
France  has  attempted  to  bdlly  and  terrify  us  into 
this  measure  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia— and  the  gentleman  himself,  yesterday,  un- 
masked the  bill.  In  his  great  zeal  he  told  us  that 
we  had  already  tampered  too  long  on  the  subject ; 
that  France  had  now  demanded  the  measure  of 
us,  and  its  adoption  had  become  a  matter  of  ne- 
cessity on  our  part.  Degrading  ideal  Where 
then  has  gone  our  national  honor  and  our  boasted 
independence?  What  was  this  but  to  tell  us,  that 
such  is  now  our  humbled  state,  when  France 
commands  we  have  no  alternative  but  obedience ; 
and  that  even  to  deliberate  is  dangerous  ?  f  Here 
Mr.  Logan  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  hav- 
ing used  the  word  "demanded;"  to  which  another 
gentleman  answered,  he  certainly  had.]    I  had 
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expected,  Mr.  President,  as  mttst  have,  been  the 
case  with  every  other  gentleman,  that  the  honor- 
able mover  of  this  measure,  (Mr»  L.,)  when  he 
submitted  to  the  Senate  a  proposition  of  such  in- 
finite importance,  would  have  assigned  at  least 
some  -plausible  reasons  for  doing  so ;  but  we  are 
now  as  much  in  the  dark  as  when  our  attention 
was  first  called  to  the  subject.  The  gentleman 
was  indeed  pleased  to  refresh  our  memories  by 
reading  to  us  some  old  documents  that  were  pre- 
sented to  Congress  at  their  last  session,  which, 
were  then  acted  upon,  and  would  perhaps  never 
have  been  thoueht  of  again,  but  for  his  kindness 
and  research.  Kot  a  single  argument,  however, 
has  been  adduced  in  support  of  the  bill,  that  has 
not,  for  more  than  a  year  past,  been  losing  what 
little  force  it  might  originally  have  contained ; 
and,  most  unfortunately  for  the  mover,  the  very 
document  upon  which  he  principally  relies,  and 
to  which  he  has  so  often  referred  us,  furnishes  the 
strongest  argument  against  him — I  mean  the  Pres- 
ident's Message  to  the  last  Congress.  That  the 
President  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to.call 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  at  their 
last  session,  and  not  at  their  present,  as  is  the  fact, 
shows  most  distinctly  his  opinion,  that  whatever 
reasons  required  at  that  time  Congressional  in- 
terference, nave  since  ceased  to  exist. 

I  will  here  cursorily  premise,  that  I  must  be 
excused  in  passing  over,  without  observation,  the 
communications  that  have  been  recently  made 
on  this  subject  by  the  French  Minister  to  our 
Grovernment,  and  by  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  General 
Armstrong.  They  are  of  a  kind  not  to  admit  of 
comments,  without  provoking  such  animadver- 
sions as  the  respect  due  to  the  exalted  stations 
those  gentlemen  fill,  and  to  the  Government  tl^ey 
represent,  will  not  permit  me  to  indulge  myself  in 
for  a  moment.  One  thing,  however,  I  will  say: — 
that  whatever  influence  their  threats  and  invec- 
tives may  acquire,  certainly  their  arguments  are 
entitled  to  none ;  for  they  have  not  condescended 
to  use  a  single  one ;  but  have  taken  as  granted 
the  very  points  in  dispute,  viz:  that  the  blacks  of 
St.  Domingo  are  the  slaves  of  the  French,  an4 
now  in  such  a  state  of  revolt  that  no  nation  has  a 
right  to  trade  with  them.  To  these  points  I  will 
presently  give  some  attention,  after  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  subject  of  our  West  India  com- 
merce, fi^enerally,  as  connected  with  this  question. 
It  is  well  known,  sir,  ihat  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  commerce,  which  of  late  years  has  so  ra- 
pidly enriched  our  citizens,  and  advanced,  beyond 
the  most  sanguine  calculations,  our  national 
wealth  and  political  consequence,  has  consisted 
in  the  increased  intercourse  with  the  West  India 
islands;  and  this  has  arisen  chiefly  from  our  neu- 
tral and  neighboring  situation  toward  those  isl- 
ands: from  the  unrestrained  and  enterprising 
spirit  of  our  merchants,  and  from  a  combmation 
of  circumstances  that  have  been  sufficient  to  in- 
volve, and  continue  in  war  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  most  commercial  Powers  of  Europe.  So  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  has  our  trade  become  in  the 
West  Indian  seas,  that  it  has  excited,  and  is  daily 
increasing  the  jealousies  of  other  nations;  ana. 


certainly,  in  the  same  gradation,  at  least,  should 
increase  our  disposition  to  protect  and  to  foster  it. 
But  what,  let  me  ask,  must  be  the  inevitable  op- 
eration of  the  measure  now  before  us?  To  pros- 
trate completely,  at  a  single  blow,  the  most  valua- 
ble part  of  it  remaining,  and  to  jeopardize  the 
whole.  As  if  not  content  with  the  branches  that 
have  been  lopped  ofi*  by  the  British,  the  French, 
and  the  Spaniards,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia will  himself  now  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
tree ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  moment  when  our  com- 
merce is  approaching  the  most  crippled  and  ruin- 
ous condition;  when  the  principal  commercial 
nations  of  Europe  are  exerting  every  eflbrt  short 
of  actual  war  to  crush  it;  when  ^our  table  is 
loaded  with  the  memorislls  of  your  citizens,  com- 
plaining of  the  injustice  and  violence  to  which 
they  are  subjected  in  everv  part  of  the  world,  and 
praying  the  prolection  of  tneir  Gbvernment;  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  communi- 
cating to  us  message  after  message  upon  this  very 
subject;  when  almost  every  mail  that  arrives 
brings  to  us  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  some 
additional  outrages  upon  the  persons  and  the 
property  of  our  countrymen ;  and  scarcely  a  wind 
from  any. quarter  of  the  globe  but  swells  the  cat- 
alogue of  their  grievances. 

Our  local  situation,  Mr.  President,  gives  to  us 
advantages  in  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies 
over  all  the  nations  of  the  world ;  and  it  is  not 
only  the  right  and  the  interest,  but  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Government,  by  every  fair  and  honorable 
means,  to  protect  and  encourage  our  citizens  in 
the  exercise  of  those  advantages.  If,  in  other  re- 
spects, we  pursue  a  wise  policy,  and  remain  ab- 
stracted from  the  convulsions  of  Europe,  that  for 
many  years  to  come  are  not  likely  to  have  much 
interval;  enjoying,  as  we  shall,  all  the  advantages 
of  peace-wages,  peace-freight,  peace-insurance, 
and  the  other  peace  privileges  of  neutral  traders, 
we  must  nearly  acquire  a  monopoly  of  this  com- 
merce. We  can  make  usually  a  treble  voyage; 
that  is,  from  this  continent  to  the  West  Indies, 
thence  to  Europe,  and  back  to  America  again,  in 
the  time  that  the  European  vessels  are  engaged 
in  one  West  India  voyage.  This  circumstance  of 
itself,  properly  improved,  at  a  period  perhaps  not 
very  remote,  whenever  others  of  those  islands 
may  be  released  from,  or  refuse  longer  submission 
to  their  present  colonial  restrictions  upon  com- 
merce, will  enable  us  to  rival  even  the  British 
in  transporting  to  the  markets  of  Europe  the  very 
valuable  productions  of  the  West  Indies,  such  as 
sugar,  molasses,  cofiee,  spirits,  dec.  Again,  sir,  I 
state  nothing  new  when  I  say  that  the  produce 
of  this  country  is  essential  to  the  West  India  isl- 
ands, and  the  facility  with  which  we  can  conver 
it  to  them,  must  at  all  times  enable  us  to  furnish 
them  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  furnished 
by  any  other  people.  It  requires  not  indeed  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell,  that  the  time  must 
come  when  the  very  convenient  and  commanding 
situation  we  occupy,  in  every  point  of  view,  rela- 
tive to  the  most  valuable  of  those  islands,  will 
place  in  our  hands  the  entire  control  of  their 
trade;  that  is,  if  we  pursue  a  wise  and  politic 
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system  of  measure  in  relatioD  to  them ;  holdiog 
fast  upon  all  the  great  advantages  nature  has 
given  us,  and  promptly  availing  ourselves  of  such 
others  as  circumstances  may  throw  in  our  way. 
As  a  source  of  public  revenue;  as  a  means  of  in- 
creasing our  national  capital ;  and,  though  last, 
not  least,  as  a  nursery  for  our  seamen,  the  import- 
ance of  this  commerce  to  the  United  States,  is  in- 
calculable, and  should  be  guarded  with  a  jealous 
eye ;  we  should  never  suffer  our  rightful  partici- 
pation in  it  to  be  diminished  by  others,  much  less 
nave  the  folly  to  diminish  it  ourselves.  Those 
islands  are  situated  in  our  very  neighborhood,  and 
but  for  the  arbitrary  colonial  restrictions  upon 
confmerce,  to  which  they  are  now  subject,  no 
other  nation  could  hold  a  successful  competition 
with  us  in  their  markets,  unless  some  such  ill- 
judged,  baleful,  anti-commercial  measure,  as  has 
now  fallen  to  the  genius  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  contrive,  should  enable  them  to 
do  so. 

1  will  now,  sir,  notice  the  relative  hostile  situa- 
tions of  France  and  St.  Domingo,  and  see  how 
far  gentlemen  are  borne  out  rn  their  positions — 
that  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  can  be  consid- 
ered only  as  revolted  slaves,  or.  at  best,  as  French 
sabjects  now  in  a  state  of  rebellion;  that  they  are 
nationally  in  no  respect  separated  from  France ; 
that  to  trade  with  them  is  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  so. 
This,  so  far  as  I  could  understand  them,  forms  a 
summary  of  the  points  that  have  been  urged. in 
support  of  the  present  mieasure,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  trade;  each  of  which  deserves  some  atten- 
tion.    If  I  am  wrong  in  these  points,  the  friends 
of  the  bill  will  please  now  to  correct  me ;  and  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  become  convinced  during 
the  discussion,  that  the  case  which  so  many  of 
them  have  stated,  of  any  foreign  Power  succoring 
and  protecting  the  revolted  slaves  of  the  Southern 
States,  is  not  the  parallel  of  that  before  us.    As 
to  the  first  point,  it- is  to  be  recollected,  that  some 
years  past,  to  quote  from  hish  authority,  "  during 
the  agonizing  spasms  of  infuriated  man,  seeking 
through  blood  and  slaughter  his  Ions  lost  liber- 
ties,'' when  our  enlightened  sister  Republic  of 
France  was,  in  her  abundant  kindness,  forcing 
liberty  upon  all  the  world,  and  propagating  the 
rights  of  man  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  one 
of  her  paroxysms  of  philanthropy,  she  proclaimed, 
by  a  solemn  decree  of  her  Convention,  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  and  equality  to  the  blacks  of  St. 
Domingo  too;  invited  them  to  the  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  to  the  honors  of  a  Conventional  sittin|^. 
The  wisdom  or  the  policy  of  this  proceeding,  it  is 
not  my  business  to  inquire  into,  but  it  certainly 
affords  some  excuse,  if  any  be  necessary,  for  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  those  unfortunate  people. 
The  decree  abolishinff  forever  slavery  in  the  West 
Indies,  (French,)  and  extending  all  the  blessings 
of  citizenship  and  equality  to  every  human  crea- 
ture, of  whatever  grade  or  color,  tnen  under  the 
Grovernment  of  France,  passed  the  Convention  in 
February,  seven  teen  hunared  and  ninety-four.  The 
existence  of  such  a  paper  I  did  not  expect  would 
have  been  doubted  here  till  the  gentleman  from 


New  Jersey  (Mr.  Kitchel)  actually  denied  it. 
In  the  new  Annual  Register,  of  ninety-four^  is  the 
following  account  of  it,  pa^e  347 :  ^'  La  Croix  rose 
'  to  move  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
dominions  of  France.  The  National  Conven- 
tion rose  spontaneously  to  decree  the  proposition 
of  La  Croix.  On  motion  of  Dauton,  on  the  5th, 
the  Convention  resolved  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Safety  the  decree  of  emancipation, 
in  order  that  they  might  provide  the  most  efi*ect- 
ual  and  safest  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect.'' 
But  here  is  the  decree'  itself  as  taken  from  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  rurnisbed  to  me  by  a 
friend:  '' National  Convention,  17d4,  February 
*4th.  The  National  Convention  decrees  that 
'  slavery  is  abolished  in  all  the  French  colonies. 
^  It  decrees  in  consequence  that  all  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  French  colonies,  of  whatever  color,  are 

*  French  citizens,  and  from  this  day  forward  shall 

*  enjoy  those  rights  which  are  secured  to  them  by 

*  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  by  the  Constrtu* 

*  tion."  And  this  same  principle  the  Convention 
frequently  recognised,  by  receiving  at  their  bar, 
in  the  most  complimentary  manner,  various  dep- 
iitations  of  blacks  from  the  West  Indies,  thanking 
them  for  the  boon  conferred  upon  them.  One  of 
these  instances,  among  many  others,  I  will  suh- 
mit,  as  a  curiosity  in  legislative  proceedings,  to 
the  Senate:  "National  Convention.  Order  of 
'  the  day.  A  band  of  blacks  of  both  sexes,  amidst 
'  the  sound  of  martial  music,  and  escorted  by  a 
^  great  band  of  Parisians,  came  into  the  hall  to  re- 
'  turn  thanks  to  the  Legislature  for  having  raised 
'  them  to  the  rank  of  men.    The  President  gave 

*  the  fraternal  *  kiss  to  an  old  negress,  114  years 

*  old,  and  mother  of  eleven  children.  After  which 
^  she  was  respectfully  conducted  to  an  armed 
'  chair  and  seated  by  the  side  of  the  President, 
'  amid  the  loudest  bursts  of  applause."  By  the 
original  decree,  the  liberty  of  the  blacks  was  estab- 
lished. This  ceremony,  it  seems,  was  only  to 
show  their  equality ;  and  certainly,  sir,  the  Presi- 
dent oould  not  have  given  a  much  stronger,  or  a 
much  kinder  evidence  of  it  to  the  old  lady.  But, 
Mr.  President,  the  claim  of  those  people  to  free- 
dom does  not  rest  here.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
document  of  much  more  recent  date,  and  even 
more  to  be  relied  upon.  It  is  the  proclamation 
of  the  then  First  Consul,  now  the  Emperor  and 
King,  to  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  when  Gen- 
eral Le  Clerc  went  there,  in  the  winter  of  1801, 
at  the  head  of  the  French  forces,  which  I  will  read. 
First,  a  short  proclamation  of  General  Le  Clerc's: 

LIBBRty.      EQUALITY. 

PROCLAMATION. 

On  board  the  Ocean,  off*  the  Cape,  the  15th  of  Pin- 

viose,  l(Hh  year  of  the  French  Republic,  (Feb.  6, 

1802.) 
Le  Clerct  Oeneral-in'^hief  of  the  Army  of  Si,  Domini 

go,  Captain  General  of  the  Cohny,  to  the  inhabi- 

tante  of  St,  Domingo : 

Inhabitants  of  St  Domingo  ?  Read  the  prodama- 
tion  of  the  First  Consul  of  the  Republic  It  asinres 
to  the  blacks  that  liberty  for  which  they  have  so  long 
fought ;  to  oommeroe  and  to  agricultora  that  proepeii^ 
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without  which  th^re  can  be  nooolonies.    Hia  promiMs 
win  be  faithliiUy  fulfilled ;  to  doubt  it  would  be  %  qpime. 
The  General-ia-chie^ 

L£  CL£RC,  Captain  General 
By  order  of  the  General-in-chief, 

LENOIR 

Extract  from  the  Register  of  the  Deliberations  of  the 
Consuls  of  the  Republic,  Paris,  the  17th  Brumaire* 
10th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisi- 
ble, (November  8,  1801.) 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  CowuU  of  the  Kepublie  to  the  JhhabUanU  of  St. 

boimingQ. 

Inhabitants  of  St  Domingo !  Whatever  may  be 
your  origin  and  your  color,  ye  are  all  Frenchmen ;  ye 
are  all  free,  and  all  equal  before  God  and  the  Republic. 

France,  like  St.  Domingo,  has  been  a  prey  to  fac- 
tions, and  torn  by  civil  and  foreign  wars.  But  all  is 
changed !  Every  people  -  have  embraced  Frenchmen, 
and  have  sworn  to  them  peace  and  friendship !  All 
Frenchmen  have  likewise  embraced  each  other,  and 
have  sworn  to  be  all  friends  and  brothers.  Come  ye, 
also,  and  embrace  Frenchmen,  and  rejoice  to  see  your. 
friends  and  your  brothers  of  Europe. 

The  Government  sends  you  the  Captain  General 
Le  Clerc.  He  carries  with  him  great  forces  to  protect 
you  against  your  enemies,  and  against  the  enemies  of 
the  Republic.  If  it  should  be  told  you  these  forces  are 
intended  to  tear  from  you  your  liberty,  answer,  the 
Republic  has  given  us  hberty.  The  Republic  will  not 
auffer  that  it  should  be  taken  from  us.  Rally  round 
the  Captain  -  General ;  he  restores  you  abundance  and 
peace.  Rally  round  him ;  he  who  shall  dare  to  separate 
himself  from  the  Captain  General  will  be  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  the  vengefinoe  of  the  Republic  shall 
devour  him  as  fire  devours  your  dried  canes. 

Given  at  Paris,  in  the  palace  of  Government,  the 
17th  Brumaire,  10th  year  of  the  French  Republic 

BONAPARTE. 
By  the  First  Consul, 

H.  B.  Marst,  Secretary. 
A  true  copy, 

Lx  Clzrc,  Captain  General. 

This,  sir,  is  proof  irresistible ;  after  which  it 
can  never  be  said  that  the  liberation  of  those  peo- 
ple has  heen  the  rash  act,  or  the  mere  ebullition, 
of  the  heat  and  convulsion  of  a  revolution.  We 
have  here  their  liberty  solemnly  recognised  and 
proclaimed  to  the  world  eight  years  afterwards 
by  the  man  who  was  then  and  still  is  at  the  head 
of  the  French  .Qovernment I  or,  rather,  who  is 
now  the  Goveroment  itself.  I  cite  these  papers 
to  show  that  the  French  have  now  no  claim, 
either  in  right,  in  justice,  or  in  law,  to  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  as  slaves ;  that  they 
are  individually  free,  if  the  highest  authorities  in 
France  could  constitute  them  so,  which  wUl  sure- 
ly not  be  questioned ;  and  in  order  to  rebut  a  fal- 
lacious idea  that  has  been  taken  up,  and  urged  by 
some,  that  our  merchants  are  conducting  this  com- 
merce with  slaves,  the  property  of  freemen^  and 
not  with  freemen  themselves,  thus  ingeniously 
endeavoring  to  draw  a  distinction  betweeo  the 
situation  of  St.  Domingo  and  that  of  any  other 
coloay  that  has  ever  heretofore  attempted  to  aep- 
arate  itself  from  ibe  mother  couatry  j  to  make  I 


their's,  according  to  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Moore,)  a  totally  new, 
unprecedented  case,  and  in  this  manner  to  take 
them  out  of  the  humane  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
nations.  I  grant,  sir,  their  case  does  form  a  dis- 
tinction from  any  other^  and  in  this  it  consists: 
the  people  of  St.  Domingo  are. fighting  to  pre- 
serve npt  only  their  independence  as  a  commu- 
nity, but  their  liberty  ad  individuals ',  to  prevent  a 
degradation  from  the  exalted  state  of  freemen  to 
the  debased  condition  of  slaves,  struggling  against 
the  manacles  that  have  been  forged  for  them  by 
the  lawless  ambition  of  power.  We  are  told, 
however,  they  are  at  least  not  free  as  a  people,  as 
a  body  politic ;  but  in  such  a  state  of  rebellion 
that  no  halion  has  a  right  to  trade  with  them. 
Here  it  becomes  necessary  to  understand  .each 
other  as  to  the  correct  and  definite  import  of 
words.  Gentlemen,  in  common  parlance,  are  apt 
to  confound  expressions  of  very  different  mean- 
ing, as  has  been  strikingly  the  case  during  the  pres- 
ent discussion.  Hence  the  word  "rebellion,'^  has 
been  substituted  for,  and  used  throughout,  as  if 
synonymous  with  "civil  war;"  but  although  re- 
bellion is  often  the  inception  of  civil  war,  there  is 
a  material  distinction  between  the  two.  The  for- 
mer consists  in  the  mere  "unreasonable  insurrec- 
tion of  certain  discontented  individuals;  whereas 
the  latter  is  a  people  seriously  divided  among 
themselves,  in  a  state  of  war,  each  party  being 
capable  of  making  a  certain  military  stand  against 
the  other;  and  this  is  precisely  the  situation  of 
France  and  St.  Domingo  at  present,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  distinction  taken  in  the  books  when 
applied  to  their  case :  VatteVa  Law  of  Nations^ 
b.  3,  ch.  18,  sec.  292,  says:  "Custom  appropriates 
'  the  term  of  civil  war  to  every  war  between  the 
'  members  of  one  and  the  same  political  society. 
^  If  it  be  between  part  of  the  citizens  on  the  one 

*  side,  and  the  Sovereign,  with  those  who  con- 
^  tinue  in  obedience  to  him,  on  the  other ;  pro- 
'  vided  the  malcontents  have  any  reason  for  taking 
'  up  arms,  nothing  further  is  required  to  entitle 
'  such  disturbance  to  the  name  of  dvil  war,  and 

*  not  that  of  rebellion.  This  latter  term  is  amplied 
^  only  to  such  an  insurrection  against  lawtal  au- 
'  thority,  as  is  void  of  all  appearance  of  justice.'^ 
And  I  will  submit  with  confidence  to  the  high 
and  honorable  feelings  of  this  Senate,  whether 
the  human  mind  is  capable  of  conceiving  a  much 
stronger  reason  to  induce  a  people  to  take  up 
arms  than  to  resist  those  whose  known  object  it 
is  to  reduce  them  not  only  to  political,  but  to  per- 
sonal slavery;  or  whether  any  other  circumstance 
could  give,  according  to  the  language  of  this  wri- 
ter, an  equal  appearance  of  justice  to  their  cause. 
The  section  thus  goes  on:  '*The  Soverei^rn,  in- 
'  deed,  never  fails  to  bestow  the  appellati^on  of 
'  rebels  on  all  such  of  his  subjects  as  openly  resist 
^  him  ;  but  when  the  latter  have  acquired  sufficient 
^  strength  to  give  him  effectual  oppoaition,  and  to 
^  oblige  him  to  carry  on  the  war  against  them  ac- 
^  cording  to  the  established  rules,  he  must  neces*. 
'  sarily  submit  to  the  use  of  the  term  civU  toar." 
And  certainly  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  people  of 
Sl  Domingo  have  not  such  sufficient  strength, 
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when,  after  a  war  of  so  many  years  with  France, 
we  see  them  not  only  yet  independent,  but  having 
DOW  actually  besieged  the  only  French  force  in 
their  country.  I  mij^ht  safely  have  rested  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  definition  I  have  ffiven  of  the 
term  civil  war,  upon  the  four  first  lines  only  of 
the  same  section,  the  bearing  of  which  too,  upon 
the  present  question,  will  be  obvious  to  the  mind 
of  every  gentleman.  They  arc  as  follow :  "  When 
^  a  party  is  formed  in  a  State,  who  no  longer  obey 
'  the  Sovereign,  and  are  possessed  of  sufficient 

*  strength  to  oppose  him ;  or  when,  in  a  Republic, 
^  the  nation  is  divided  into  two  opposite  factions, 
^and  both  sides  take  up  arms;  this  Is  called  a 

*  civil  war." 

Let  usDow^r.  President,  attend  to  the  present 
state  of  St.  Domingo  $  but  first  to  the  circum- 
stances that  have  led  to  it,  and  see  how  far  this 
doctrine  will  applv.  After  the  bands  of  the  polit- 
ical society  that  had  connected  France  and  her 
colonies  together  were  broken  asunder ;  when  the 
old  Government  of  that  country  was  completely 
dissolved,  and  one  usurpation  succeeded  day  after 
day  to  tHe'  places  and  to  the  vices  of  another; 
when  the  axe  of  the  guillotine  had  extinguished 
the  magic  lustre  of  royalty,  and  even  that  ^ace 
and  beauty  Ja  very  superb  likeness  of  the  late 
Queen  of  France  'was  hanging  directly  before 
him,]  that  had  reigned  so  long  unrivalled,  the 
pride  and  idol  of  the  nation,  had  to  yield  herself 
to  the  rudeness  of  a  common  executioner,  and 
was  humbled  in  death  before  a  scoffing  multitude; 
when  the  Constitution  that  had  been  recently 
established  by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  under 
which  it  was  hoped  ihey  would  flourish  and  be 
happy,  had  fallen  into  the' ruthless  fangs  of  the 
Jacobins,  and  the  patriots  who  supported  it  had 
found  refuge  in  exile,  or  mingled  their  blood  upon 
the  scafibld ;  when  all  rightful,  civil,  and  legal 
authority  was  at  an  end,  and  the  Revolutionary 
sabre  alone  gave  law,  the  people  of  St.  Domingo, 
as  did  the  people  of  these  States  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, declared  themselves  free  and  inde- 
pendent, determined  to  take  their  stand  among 
the  nations  of  the  world,  and  now  refuse  alle- 
giance to  any  foreign  Power.  They  have  organ- 
ized a  Government  for  themselves;  they  are  de 
facto  the  governors  of  the  country,  and  m  every 
respect  act  as  an  independent  people.  They  have 
waged,  and  carried  on  with  France,  for  many 
years,  a  most  serious  war.  in  defence  of  what  they 
say  are  their  rights ;  and  the  French,  by  force  of 
arms,  have  been  endeavoring^  to  subjugate  them. 
And  now  let  me  ask  if  the  United  Stares,  or  any 
other  Power  upon  earth,  is  competent  to  decide 
this  great  controversy  between  them?  They  each 
claim  to  be  free  and  independent,  and  therefore 
acknowledge  no  superior ;  the  struggle  is  between 
themselves,  and  no  other  nation  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere by  direct  acts  of  hostility,  or  by  any  com- 
mercial restrictions  that  can  go  to  affect  injuri- 
ously either  of  the  parties,  and  to  do  so  is  a  depart- 
ure from  neutral  ground,  and  an  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  as  I  think  will  be  within  my 
power  to  show  from  the  most  incontestable  author- 
ities.   For  this  purpose  I  will  advert  again  to 


VatieL  Bat  first  let  me  beg  to  be  understood  as 
not  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  that  a  colony 
has  not  a  right  to  separate  herself  from  the  mother 
country,  except  in  a  time  of  such  universal  con- 
fusion. On  the  contrary,  I  believe  she  has  the 
right  whenever  she  has  the  power;  or,  what 
amounts  nearly  to  the  same  thine,  whenever  she 
becomes  so  far  separated  as  to  declare  herself  free 
and  independent;  to  organize  a  government,  to 
proceed  in  the  administration  of  that  government, 
and  to  take  and  pursue  measures  of  self-defence* 
No  other  nation  has  a  right  to  investigate  the 
claim  she  seta  up  to  freedom ;  no  other  nation  has 
a  right  to  judse  between  the  parties,  or  to  say  on 
which  side  belongs  the  justice  of  the  case;  it  is 
exclasivelv  an  afiair  of  their  own,  and  it  behooves 
the  rest  or  the  world  to  stand  aloof,  the  silent  and 
impartial  spectators  of  the  conflict,  treating  in 
their  commercial  relations  each  or  the  parties 
with  like  civility. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  cases  I  had  noted  my- 
self, I  must  beg  leave  to  tender  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland 
on  my  left  (Mr.  Wright)  for  one,  he  has  been 
so  obliging  as  to  read  to  us,  and  which  will  be 
found  to  he  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  argument 
he  so  triumphantly  erected  upon  it.  It  is  in  Vai- 
telj  b.  3,  ch.  18,  sec.  296:  *^  Foreign  nations  are 
'  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  an 
*  independent  State.  It  belongs  not  to  them  to 
'judge  between  the  citizens  whom  discord. has 
'  roused  to  arms,  nor  between  the  Prince  and  his 
'  subjects:  both  parties  are  equally  independent  of 
^'their  authority."  According  to  this  case,  then, 
the  people  of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo are  equally  independent  of  our  authority, 
and  the  gentleman  adduced  it  to  show  that  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere  in  their  quarrel.  Thus 
far,  sir,  we  agree  precisely,  and  from  this  point 
diverge  in  precisely  opposite  directions.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  exactly  mistook  the  case ;  the  interfer- 
ence here  contemplated  is  not,  as  he  supposed,  a 
neutral's  trading,  but  refusing  to  trade  wiiti  a  bel- 
ligerent, situated  as  are  the  people  of  St.  Domin- 
f^o  in  relation  to  France.  It  is  a  neutral  with- 
holding from  one  of  the  parties  what  she  grants  to 
the  other;  giving  commercial  aid  and  assistance 
to  one,  and  denying  it  to  the  other.  I  will  ask 
the  gentleman  if  this  bill,  the  object  of  which 
must  be  to  starve  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  into 
submission  to  their  enemies,  is  not  a  direct  and 
most  serious  interference  in  their  quarrel  ?  More 
so,  Mr.  President,  give  me  leave  to  say,  than  if 
you  were  to  invade  them  with  fleets  and  with 
armies.  Sir,  the  very  object  of  this  case  is  to 
show,  that  between  belligerents  circumstanced  in 
relation  toward  each  other  as  are  now  the  people 
of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  neu- 
tral nations  are  bound  to  observe  the  strictest  im- 
partiality ;  not  to  grant  a  benefit  to  one  that  they 
withhold  from  the  other;  but  to  conduct  their 
commerce  with  each  alike  unrestrained.  And  if 
the  gentleman  had  examined  the  same  section,  a 
few  lines  further,  he  would  have  found  this  broad 
principle  laid  down,  that  in  the  event  of  such  a 
civil  war  between  citizena  of  the  same  country, 
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or  between  a  Priace  and  his  subjects,  neutral  na- 
tions are  equally  at  liberty  to  assist  either  party, 
as  if  they  were  two  independent  nations  em- 
barked in  war.  This  principle,  and  the  construc- 
tion I  have  given  to  the  gentleman's  case,  will  be 
well  supported  by  others,  I  shall  now  have  the 
honor  oi  submittiBc:  to  the  Senate,  from  the  same 
author.  VatteL  b.  2,  ch.  4.  sec.  56,  says :  '^  When 
'  the  bands  of  tne  political  society  are  broken,  or 
'  at  least  suspended,  between  the  Sovereign  and 

*  his  people,  the  contending  parties  may  then  be 
'considered  as  two  distinct  Powers;  and  since 
'  they  are  both  equally  independent  of  all  foreign 
'  authority,  nobody  has  a  right  to  judge  between 

*  them.  Either  may  be  in  the  right."  B.  3,  ch. 
15,  sec.  295,  says:  '^When  a  nation  becomes  di- 
'  vided  into  two  parties  absolutely  independent, 
'  and  jao  longer  acknowledging  a  pommon  supe- 

*  rior,  the  State  is  dissolved,  and  the  war  between 

*  the  two  parties  stands  on  the  same  ground  in 
'  every  respect  as  a  public  war  between  two  dif- 
'  ferent  nations."  Again,  sir,  section  293  of  the 
same  book  and  chapter,  says:  "  A  civil  war  breaks 

*  the  bands  of  society  and  Government,  or  at  least 
'  suspends  their  force  and  effect.    It  produces  in 

*  the  nation  two  independent  parties,  who  con- 
'  sider  each  other  as  enemies,  and  acknowledge  no 
'  common  judge.  Those  two  parties,  therefore, 
'  must  necessarily  be  considered  as  thenceforward 
'  constituting,  at  least  for  a  time,  two  separate 
'  bodies,  two  distinct  societies.  Though  one  of 
'  the  parties  may  have  been  to  blame  in  breaking 
^  the  unity  of  the  State,  and  resisting  the  lawful 
'  authority,  they  are  not  the  less  divided  in  fact. 
'  Besides,  who  shall  judge  them  ?   Who  shall  pro- 

*  nounce  on  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong 
'  belongs  7  On  earth  they  have  no  common  supe- 
'  rior.  They  stand,  therefore,  in  precisely  the 
'  same  predicament  as  two  nations  who  engage  in 
^  a  contest,  and,  being  unable  to'  come  to  an  agree- 
'  ment,  have  recourse  to  arms."  I  will  now,  sir, 
cite  another  highly  approved  and  more  modern 
writer  to  the  same  point.  Marten's  Law  of  No- 
^  tioMy  ch.  2,  sec.  10,  says :  "  Suppose  that  the  in- 
'  teriof  troubles  of  a  State  come  to  an  open  rup- 

<  ture  between  the  Sovereign  and  his  subjects, 
'  and  that  the  whole  nation,  or  part  of  it,  should 
'  wish  to  drive  him  from  the  throne :  or,  suppose 

*  that  a  province  or  territory,  subjected  to  another 

*  State,  refuses  obedience  to  it,  and  endeavors  to 
'render  itself \ independent;  in  either  of  these 

<  cases,  there  are  two  points 'which  must  be  sepa- 
'  rated  in  determining  on  the  conduct  that  foreign 
I  Powers  ought  to  observe.  1st.  The  conduct  to 
'  be  observed  towards  the  old  or  new  Sovereign. 
^  or  towards  the  people  who,  after  having  re- 
'  Yolted,  have  declared  themselves  independent. 
'  2dly.  The  assistance  to  be  dven  to  either  party. 

*  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these,  a  foreign  na- 

*  tion,  not  under  any  obligation  to  interfere,  do 
'  not  appear  to  violate  its  perfect  obligations,  nor 

*  to  deviate  from  the  principles  of  neutrality^  if, 
'  in  adhering  to  the  possession,  without  examining 
'  into  its  legality,  it  treats  as  Sovereign  him  who 
'  IS  actually  on  the  throne,  and  as  an  independent 
'  nation,  people  who  have  declared,  and  still  main- 


*  tain  themselves  independent.  The  opposite  par- 
^  ty,  however,  never  fails  to  complain  of  this  con- 
'  ductj  as  long  as  he  does  not  himself  acknowledge 
'  by  ireaty  the  validity  of  such  possession  or  inde- 
^  pendence.  As  to  the  second  point,  viz :  the  as- 
'  sistance  to  be  given  to  either  party,  when  once 
'  obedience  has  beei;!  formally  refused,  and  the  re- 
'  fusing  party  has  entered  into  the  possesion  of 
^  the  independence  demanded,  the  dispute  bebomes 
'  the  same  as  those  which  happen  between  inde- 
'  pendent  States." 

Could  authorities.  Mr.  President,  be  more  fully 
up  to  the  case,  or  show  more  unequivocally  our 
right,  or  rather  the  just  obligation  upon  us  to  ob- 
serve towards  France  and  St.  Domingo,  during 
their  present  conflict,  the  strictest  impartiality? 
For  I  contend,  and  the  cases  I  have  cited  go  the 
full  lenffth  of  proving  it,  that  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered by  us,  in  every  respect,  as  two  indepen- 
dent nations ;  two  distmct  Powers  at  war ;  and  as 
such,  it  is  our  right  and  our  duty  to  treat  them. 
The  rights  and  the  duties  of  neutrals,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, are  so  concisely  and  explicitly  pointed 
out  in  the  volumes  I  have  just  referred  to,  that  I 
must  be  permitted  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a 
few  sections  on  these  subjects  likewise.  Vattd, 
book  3;  ch.  7,  sec.  Ill,  says :  ^'Let  us  now  discuss 
'  another  case ;  that  of  neutral  nations  resorting 
'  to  my  enemy's  country  for  commercial  purposes. 
^  It  is  certain,  that  as  they  have  no  part  in  my 
^  quarrel,  they  are  under  no  obligations  to  renounce 
^  their  commerce  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  to  sup- 

*  ply  my  enemy  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 
'  the  war  against  me.  Should  they  affect  to  re- 
'  fuse  selling  me  a  single  article,  while  at  the  same 
^  time,  they  take  pains  to  convey  an  abundant 
^  supply  to  my  enemy,  with  an  evident  intention 
^  to  favor  him ;  such  partial  conduct  would  ex- 
'  elude  them  from  the  neutrality  they  enjoyed. 
'  But  if  they  only  continue  their  customary  trade, 
^  they  do  not  thereby  declare  themselves  agaiiost 

*  my  interest ;  they  only  exercise  a  right  which 
'  they  are  under  no  obligation  of  sacrificing  to  me." 
Same  chapter,  section  118:  *^A  neutral  nation 

*  preserves  towards  both  the  belligerent  Powers 
'  the  several  relations  which  nature  has  instituted 

/  betwes^en  nations.  She  ought  to  show  herself 
'  ready  to  render  them  every  office  of  humanity 
'reciprocally  due  from  one  nation  to  another. 
'  She  ought  in  everything  not  directly  relating  to 
'  war,  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  in  her  power, 
'  and  of  which  they  may  stand  in  need.  Such 
^  assistance,  however,  must  be  given  with  impar- 

*  tiality;  that  is  to  say,  she  must  not  refuse  any- 
'  thing  to  one  of  the  parties,  on  account  of  his  be- 
'  iogat  war  with  the  other."  Itseems  indeed  super- 
fluous, sir,  but  I  will  here  refer  once  more  to  Alar- 
teUy  b.  8,  sec.  8;  in  treating  of  neutral  commerce, 
according  to  the  universal  laws  of  nations,  he 
says:  "One  of  the  most  important  points  to  be 
'  considered  in  treating  of  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

*  is,  the  commerce  carried  on  between  neutral  and 
'  belligerent  nations.  The  right  that  a  nation  en- 
^  joys,  in  time  of  peace,  of  selling  and  carrying  all 
'  sorts  of  merchandise  to  every  nation  that  chooses 

*  to  trade  with  it,  it  enjoys  also  in  time  of  war 
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*  provided  it  remaiD?  neuter.  It  follows,  then, 
^  that  a  Deuiral  nation  may  permit  its  subjects  to 
^  carry  all  sorts  of  merchandise,  including  arms 
'and  ammunition,  to  the  Powers  at  war,  or  to 

*  that  of  them,  with  which  this  commerce  may 
^  be  carried  on  to  the  greatest  advantage.  So  long 
'  as  the  State,  that  i^,  the  foreign  Power,  in  a  neu- 
'  tral  nation,  does  not  interfere,  by  prohibiting 
'  comm^ce  with  either  or  all  the  Powers  at  war, 
'  so  long,  it  would  seem,  the  nation  does  not  trans- 
^gress  the  laws  of  neutrality."  The  universal 
laws  of  nations,  which  formerly  licensed  neutrals 
in  carrying  arms  and  ammunition,  or  other  arti- 
cles, properly  contraband,  to  a  belligerent,  have 
been  modified  in  that  particular,  by  the  modern 
laws  of  nations,  as  may  be  seen  in  section  12,  df 
the  same  book  and  chapter. 

From  all  these  cases,  Mr.  President,  I  am  well 
warranted  in  the  following  deductions :  l^t.  That 
when  the  bands  of  Government  among^a  people, 
by  means  of  civil  war,  become  broken,  or  for  a 
time  suspended,  the  two  parties  are  to  be  consid- 
ered, at  least  during  the  contest,  as  two  distinct 
Powers^  as  two  independent  nationsj  who,  being 
otherwise  unable  to  settle  their  disputes,  make  a 
solemn  appeal  to  arms.  2d.  That  a  revolted  col- 
ony or  province,  while  holding  and  exercising  the 
rights  of  sovereignty,  is  to  be  treated  by  neutral 
nations  as  an  independent  people,  without  regard- 
ing the  legality  or  illf^gality  of  their  claim  to  such 
iodependeoce  j  and.  Silly,  That  in  the  disputes  of 
such  belligerents,  neutrals  have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere, either  commercially  or  otherwise,  to  the  in- 
jury of  either,  but  are  bound  to  conduct  them- 
sehes  with  the  strictest  impartiality  towards  both. 
And  here,  sir,  we  arrive  precisely  at  the  point. 
The  present  question  seems  to  be  the  very  fpcus 
in  which  the  raya  of  light  emitted  from  those 
cases  naturally  meet.  They  are  too  plain  to  re- 
quire, or  even  admit  of  elucidation,  i  will  leave 
every  gentleman  to  a|^ply  them  for  himself.  Ac- 
cording to  my  understanding  they  have  only  to 
be  read  or  to  be  heard,  in  order  to  attach  them- 
selves immediately  to  the  subject  of  our  present 
consideration.  It  clearly  results,  then,  that  we 
have  not  only  the  right,  bat  that  we  are  bound  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  naXions,  xo  conduct  our 
commerce  with  St.  Domingo,  during  existing  cir- 
cumstances, precisely  a«  we  should  with  any  in- 
dependent foreign  Power  that  might  happen  to 
be  engaged  in  war,  and  that  a  contrary  conduct, 
such  as  that  now  proposed,  would  be  on  their 
part  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  even  of  ag- 
gression against  us.  And  l  hope  it  will  never  be 
said  that  this  Government,  which,  according  to 
the  polite  concession  of  the  French  Minister,  ^^has 
taken  for  the  basi.s  of  its  political  career,  the  most 
.scrupulous  equity,  and  the  most  impartial  neu- 
trality," will  now  commit  an  act  in  open  and  di- 
rect violation  of  both ;  and  because  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  may  at  present  be  unable  to  enforce 
risrht  and  ju^itice,  do  them  wrong  and  injustice. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  farthest  from 

me,  (Mr.  MACLi.Y,)  in  search  of  arguments   to 

support  this  measure,  has  travelled  back  to  the 

first  years  of  the  American  Revolution.    There  I 
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will  resort  too,  sir,  and  I  trust  with  better  success. 
In  the  conduct  both  of  France  and  of  England, 
at  that  time,  we  shall  find  a  precedent  directly  in 
support  of  ray  argument.  After  these  colonies 
had  revolted  against  the  authority  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France  continued  uninterruptedly  her  com- 
merce with  them,  other  than  such  as  was  contra- 
band, till  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  when  she 
entered  into  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce, 
and  another  of  Alliance,  eventually  to  become  a 
treaty  offensive  and  defensive,  with  us^  under  the 
style  and  character  of  the  thirteen  United  States. 
In  the  first  article  of  the  l*reaty  of  Alliance 
France  expressly  asserts  her  right  to  navigate  and 
carry  on  commerce  with  the  cplonies,  and  de- 
clares, that  if  the  British ^^hould.  "  in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  nations,  attempt  to  hinder  that  navi- 
gation and  that  commerce,"  she  would  make  it  a 
common  cause.  But  to  prove  unequivocally  what 
was  then  the  opinion  of  France  on  this  suoject.  I 
will  refer  to  one  of  her  own  State  papers.  In  tne 
Annual  Register  for  1778,  p.  299,  is  the  note  of 
the  French  Minister,  De  Noailles,  dated  London, 
March  13th,  1778.  communicating  to  the  British 
Government  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
entered  into  between  France  and  these  States,  part 
of  which  is  as  follows:  ''The  United  States  of 
'  North  America,  who  are  in  full  possession  of  in- 
'  dependence  as  pronounced  by  them  on  the  4th 
'  of  July.  1776,  having  proposed  to  the  King  to 
'  consolidate,  bv  a  formal  convention,  the  connex- 
'  ion  beeun  to  be  established  between  the  two  na- 
'  tions,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  havesigned 
'  a  Treaty  of  Friendship  and  Commerce,  designed 

*  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  their  mutual  good 
'  correspondence. 

"In  making  this  communication  to  the  Court 
'  of  London,  the  King  is  firmly  persuaded  it  will 
'  find  new  proofs  of  His  Majesty's  constant  and 
^  sincere  disposition  for  peace ;  and  that  His  Brit- 
'  annic  Majesty,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments, 
'  will  equallv  avoid  everything  that  may  alter 
'  their  good  narmany ;  and  that  be  will  particu- 
'  larly  take  eifectual  measures  to  prevent  tne  cpm- 
'  merce  between  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  the 

*  United  States  of  North  America  from  beio^  in- 

*  terrupted,  and  to  cause  all  the  usages  received 
'  between  commercial  nations  to  be  in  this  respect 
^  observed,  and  all  those  rules  which  can  be  said 
'  to  subsist  between  the  two  Crowns  of  France 
'  and  Great  Britain."  So  it  clearly  appears  that 
France  then  considered  herself  as  not  only  having 
a  right  to  trade,  but  publicly  to  enter  into  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  revolted  colonic  s  of  Great 
Britain,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were,  for  the 
time  at  least,  holding  and  exercising  the  rights  of 
independence.  Ana  yet  we  are  now  told  by  the 
French  Minister,  that  to  trade  with  a  revolted 
colony  of  Ffance,  notoriously  in  the  full  posses- 
sion and  exercise  of  sovereign  authority,  js  "an 
^  infraction  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacred,  and 

*  the  best  observed  by  every  nation  under  the  do- 

*  minion  of  civilization."  And  gentlemen  will 
find  by  referring  to  the  justificatory  manifesto  of 
the  British  Government,  to  be  seen,  I  think,  in 
the  Annual  Register  for  1779,  that  their  acts  of 
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hostility  were  not  commenced  aeainst  France  in 
consequence  of  any  commerce  sne  did  Or  might 
carry  on  with  the  colonies,  but  upon  the  ground 
of  tnese  treaties,  and  of  Mr.  De  Noailles's  note, 
whicb  in  the  manifesto  is  called  an  open  declara- 
tion  of  war,  it  being  an  overt  act  of  France,  ac- 
knowledging the  independence  of  .these  States. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Logan,) 
however,  tells  us  that  trading  with  St.  Domingo 
may  involve  us  in  a  war,  and  therefore  we  had 
better  quit  it.  This  argument,  sir,  would  have 
equal  force  if  urged  against  a  peaceable  man's 

foing  out  into  the  street,  lest  somebody  should 
DOCK  him  down.  But  as  another  means  of  en- 
dangering our  peace,  he  has  told  us  further,  that 
our  merchants  send  arms  and  ammunition  to  St. 
Domingo.  This,  indeed,  if  so,  I  confess  is  to  be 
regretted,  and  I  wish  could  b6  prevented.  It  is, 
however,  at  their  own  risk,  unsanctioned  by  the 
Government ;  they  know  and  must  abide  the  con- 
sequences. Such  articles,  if  taken,  are  liable  to 
confiscation,  and  this  is  the  course  pursued  every 
day  throughout  the  world,  under  similar  circum- 
stance; if  is  a  control  over  the  commerce  of  neu- 
trals allowed  to  belligerents  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  has  grown  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
But  who  ever  heard  of  a  nation  being  involved  in 
war,  because  a  private  citizen  or  subject,  of  his 
awn  mere  will,  was  pleased  to  sell  arms  and  am- 
munition to  one  of  the  belligerents?  If  the  gen- 
tleman's doctrine  be  correct,  to  What  point  would 
it,  or  rather  would  it  not,  carry  us?  Whenever 
any  two  foreign  Powers  may  choose  to  engage  in 
war,  we  bhall  be  under  the  necessity  of  interdict- 
ing all  commerce  abroad,  on  the  part  of  our  citi- 
zens, lest  some  rash,  .adventurous  merchant,  by 
vending  articles  contraband  to  one  of  the  parties, 
should  likewise  involve  us  in  the  contest.  Sir, 
such  a  principle,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  such 
a  phantom  ot  a  principle,  had  never  before  even 
the  shadow  of  existence,  v  Its  palpable  absurdity 
will  not  bear  the  te.U  of  a  moment's  investigation  ; 
whereas  the  principle  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
stating  in  relation  to  contraband  goods,  is  not  only 
that  which  governs  among  nations  generally,  and 
bottomed  on  the  laws  of  nations,  but  is  explicitly 
recognised  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  our  treaty 
with  France,  in  which,  after  particularizing  the 
articles  that  shaU  be  deemed  contraband  between 
the  parties,  it  is  thus  expressly  stated :  **A11  the 
<  above  articles,  whenever  they  are  destined  to  the 
'  port  of  an  enemy,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  con- 
'  traband,and  just  objects  of  confiscation;  but  the 
'  vessel  in  which  they  are  laden,  and  the  residue 
'  of  the  cargo,  shall  be  considered  free,  and  not  in 

*  any  manner  infected  by  the  prohibited  goods. 

*  whether  belonging  to  the  same  or  a  dinerent 
'  owner."  If,  then,  there  is  any  faith  or  confidence 
to  be  reposed  in  treaties,  the  honorable  member 
may  quiet  his  fears  as  to  the  danger  of  private 
adventures  of  this  kind,  involving  the  nation  in  a 
war  with  France ;  the  two  Powers,  anticipating 
the  evil,  have  wisely  provided  a  milder  remedy 
for  it  in  this  compact. 

I  must  here  inquire  if,  as  gentlemen  contend,  it 
is  not  now  lawful  to  carry  on  commerce  with  the 


people  of  St.  Domingo,  when  it  may  probablv 
oecome  so?    Suppose,  for  instance,  the  FrencL 
should  continue  this  inefficient  kind  of  warfare 
upon  them,  if  even  such  it  may  be  considered,  for 
a  century  to  come,  holding  as  at  present  but  a 
single  post  in  the  island,  while  the  natives  are  ia 
full  poss»ession  of  the  sovereifcty  of  the  country, 
and  administering  a  regular  Government?     Will 
it  be  said,  under  such  circumstances,  that  no  na- 
tion is  to  be  aUowed  to  trade  with  th«m  for  a  cen- 
tury to  come?    Or  will  gentlemen  bold  them  as 
rebels  to  all  eternity,  and  never  suffer  the  rest  of 
the  world  to  have  intercourse  with  them?  Sir. 
ttiose  people  will  never  be  reduced  by  General 
Ferrand's  war  of  proclamations;  and  while  on 
this  subject  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my 
astonishment  at  a  very  extraordinary  document 
of  this  kind  that  has  been  recently  laid  upon  our 
tables,  signed  by  General  FerramI,  and  purporting 
to  be  a  proclamation  or  decree  of  his,  directed 
chiefly  at  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    It  is  indeed,  throughout,  calculated 
to  inspire  no  other  sentiment  than  contempt;  the 
arrogance  and  presumption  of  its  style  and  man- 
ner is  equalled  only  by  the  emptiness  of  its  threats. 
General  Ferrand,  shut  up  in  the  city  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, with  scarcely  the  power  of  conveying  his 
proclamation  beyond  the  redoubts  of  his  garrison, 
undertakes  to  prescribe  to  all  the  neutral  nations 
of  the  earth  the  extent  of  their  rights,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  shall  conduct  their  com- 
merce, and  expresses  truly  great  surprise  that  bis 
former  decree  on  the  subject  had  not  been  better 
attended  to  by  them;  in  which, as  he  says,  he  had 
"left  no  doubt  as  to  the  sentiments  of  res^pect  due 
to  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  neutral  rights." 
As  if  the  navigation,  the  commerce,  and  all  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations  depended  now  upon  the 
caprice  of  a  French  officer,  and  were,  like  the 
police  of  a  camp,  to  be  settled  by  general  orders. 
And  this  same  Captain  General,  as  he  calls  him- 
self, pro  tempore^  besieged  by  a  parcel  of  unarmed, 
undisciplined,  half-starved  negroes,  without  the 
means  of  making  even  a  sortie  upon  them,  talks 
of  the  impudence  of  our  public  officers,  and  threat- 
ens with  the  vengeance  of  his  mighty  arm,  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  go  contrary 
to  his  orders.    Sir,  I  can  liken  this  proclamation 
to  nothing  but  the  idle  vaporings  of  a  fettered  ma- 
niac, menacing,  from  the  mies  of  his  cell,  the 
overthrow  of  the  world.    Ii  the  Pope  had  issued 
a  bull  of  excommunication  against  the  whole  of 
us.  it  could  not  have  been  half  so  ridiculous  as 
this  proclamation,  upon   which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  on  my  left  (Mr.  Wrigbt)  has  in- 
advertently rested  as  one  of  the  strong  holds  of 
his  argument;  telling  us,  to  use  his  own  words, 
that  it  was  a  requisition  too  imperious  to  be  re- 
sisted.   Then,  sir,  such  is  the  ground  we  now 
occupy  among  nations,  that  the  mandate  of  a 
Frencn  officer,  besieged  in  the  West  Indies  by  a 
rabble  of  starving  negroes,  is  a  requisition  too  im- 
perious for  uS  to  resist.     Were  I  of  opinion  with 
that  honorable  member,  I  should  at  once  be  /or 
soliciting  the  protection  of  those  blacks,  and  pray- 
ing of  them,  in  Heaven's  name,  to  keep  where  he 
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is  this  mighty  warrior,  this  terror  of  our  land  ; 
but,  tbfoking.as  I  do,  sir.  the  imperious  mao- 
ner  of  this  decree  is  one  of  the  reasoos  why  I 
should  not  ooly  resist  it  if  necessary,  but  treat  it 
wiih  the  most  parked  and  sorereign  contempt* 
Geoeral  Ferrand  might  hvive  been  serious  in  writ- 
ing such  a  proclamation,  or  decree,  expecting  it 
to  have  some  operation  upon  the  feelings  and  the 
fears  of  the  ignorant  blacks  of  St.  Domingo,  but 
he  certainly,  even  himself,  could  never  have  been 
crazy  enough,  for  a  moment  to  suppose,  that  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity,  or  rather  of  discretion,  would  be  serious 
in  reading  it,  or  thatthe  Government  of  this'coun- 
try  would  give  it  a  moment's  serious  considera- 
tion. 

As  a  sample,  Mr.  President,  of  what  this  proc- 
lamation soldier  would  do,  it  may  not  be  amiss, 
while  his  decree  is.  before  us,  to  examine  a  few  of 
its  most  prominent  features.  By  the  6rsi  article, 
all  oeutral  vessels  bound,  or  plausibly  suspected 
to  be  bound  to,  or  coming  from,  what  ne  calls  the 
rebel  ports,  are  liable  to  detention ;  that,  in  the 
West  Indies,  means  condemnation.  By  the  8th 
article,  .the  officers,  passengers,  and  crews  of  such 
TesseU,  are  directed  to  be  sent, as  soon  as  possible, 
prisoners  to  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  to  be  prose- 
cuted according  to  the  rigor  of  the  laws.  And  by^ 
the  13th  article,  a  privateer  taking  one  of  your 
vessels  from  any  port  in  possession  of  the  blacks, 
is  exempted  from  all  duties  upon  his  prize.  Here, 
iodeed,  it  would  seem,  as  if  General  Ferrand,  in 
the  vaunting^s  of  bis  omnipotency,  had  suspended 
for  a  time  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  the 
sacred  obligations  of  treaties,  and  even  the  princi- 
ples of  right  and  justice,  in  order  to  settle  this 
great  question,  uninfluenced  by  any  of  their  em- 
barrassing regulations.  He  has  threatened  your 
citizens  with  the  ban  of  the  Empire;  he  has  con- 
demned your  commerce  before  it  leaves  your 
ports;  and,  as  if  the  acknowledged  prince  of  pi- 
ntes,has  proclaimed  a  reward  to  all  such  of  them 
as  will  plunder  you.  Among  the  many  very  ex- 
traordinary parts  of  this  most  extraordinary  docu- 
ment, that  is  not  the  least  so^.in  which  reference 
is  made  to  the  treaty  between  France  and  the 
United  States ;  a  garbled  quotation  is  given  of  the 
^ih  article,  and  then  a  case  is  made  to  suit  it. 
Weare  told  that  "vessels armed,  under  the  Amer- 
^  tcan  flag,  daily  convoy  and  sail  in  concert  with 
^  vessels  of  the  iiegroes.  bearing  a  flag  unknown 
^  among  the  civilized  Powers,  and  consequently 

pirates."  This,  I  confess,  is  a  circumstance  I  had 
never  heard  of  before,  and  to  my  mind  almost  in- 
credible, that  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes 
should  he  so  blind  to  their  interest  as  to  become 
the  mere  protectors  and  encouragers  of  others,  in 
carryini;  on  a  commerce  that  they  could  carry  on 
themselves  to  so  much  greater  advantage,  espe- 
cially when  the  risk  to  them  is  precisely  the  same; 
«nd  that  tho^e  negroes  should  hazard  their  vessels, 
their  liberties,  and  their  lives,  in  transacting  a 
business  that  neutrals  are  every  hour  willing. 
'C^dy,  and  waiting  to  transact  for  them.  But 
even  admitting  the  fact;  admitting,  for  argument 

^Itej  that  certain  negroes  of  the  West  Indies  may 


have  acted  as  pirates,  and  that  some  vessel  or  ve»« 
sels  of  this  countrv,  may  have  afibrded  them  pro- 
tection upon  the  high  seas.  Is  this  any  ground 
upon  which  to  inhibit  the  whole  commerce  be> 
tween  the  United  States  and  St.  Domingo?  I 
a>k,  would  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  becoming  pirates  upon  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land, or  trading,  combining,  or  confederating  with 
pirates  there,  whicW,  by  the  8ih  statute  of  George 
the  First,  is  made  the  same  thing,  be  any  justifi- 
cation on  the  part  of  that  Government  to  inter- 
dict all  intercourse  with  this  country?  No  man 
in  his  senses  can  believe  or  say  so.  It  could  not, 
however,  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  this  circumstance,  so  much  relied  upon 
by  General  Ferrand,  has  never  been  even  hinted 
at,  either  by  the  French  Minister,  or  by  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand, in  their  recent  communications  on  thia 
subject  to  our  Government:  and  it  would  be  pass- 
ing strange  indeed,  if  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  all  other 
men  in  the  world,  should  pass  over  unnoticed  an 
occurrence  of  this  kind,  if  true,  when  for  the  want 
of  causes  of  complaint,  he  had  to  make  a  dinner, 
and  the  toasts  ot  some  private  company  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  the  subject  of  one  of  them. 
An  affdir  with  which  Mr.  Talleyrand  knows  well 
that  this  Government,  or  any  other  free  Govern- 
ment, could  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  they 
had  with  a  complaint  that  was  made  by  Mr.  Adet 
against  our  Almanac  makers,  for  placing  in  their 
Almanacs  tbe  name  of  the  British  Minister  before 
his.  But  gentlemen  will  find,  b^  attending  to  the 
26ih  article  of  the  treaty,  that  it  has  little  or  no 
connexion  with  the  present  question ;  scarcely 
more  relation  to  it  than  any  text  in  the  Apocrv- 
pha,  but  was  introduced  merely  for  the  punisn- 
ment  of  tho^e  who  should  "  receive,  protect,  har- 
bor, conceal,  or  assist;  any  pirates  within  the  porta, 
havens,  or  towns,''  of  either  of  the  countries,  re- 
spectively. It  is  not,  sir,  the  26th,  but  the  12th 
article  of  the  treaty,  that  bears  upon  our  present 
subject,  part  of  which  I  must  be^  leave  now  to 
read :  "  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citizens  of  either 
^  country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchan- 
^  dise  (contraband  goods  always  excepted)  from 
'  any  port  whatever  to  any  port  of  the  enemy  of 
'  the  other,  and  to  sail  and  trade  with  their  ships 
^  and  merchandise,  with  perfect  security  and  lib- 
'  erty.from  the  countries,  ports,  and  places  of  those 
'  who  are  enemres  of  both,  or  of  either  party,  with- 
*•  out  any  opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever, 
'  and  to  pass  not  only  directly  from  the  places  and 
'  ports  of  the  enemy,  aforementioned,  to  neutral 
^  ports  and  places,  but  also  from  one  place  belong- 
'  ing  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the  juris- 
'  diction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  several, 
'  unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actually 
*  blockaded,  besieged,  or  invested."  Here,  sir,  ia 
given  to  us  explicitly  the  right,  as  a  neutral  na- 
tion, of  trading  with  all  the  enemies  of  France, 
and  it  certainly  will  not  be  denied  that  the  people 
of  St.  Domingo  are  such ;  and  not  only  of  trading 
directly  from  this  country  to  theirs,  but  from  any 
one  of  their  ports  to  any  other.  If  this  be  not  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  article  I  have  read,  there  is 
no  meaning  in  words ;  a  treaty  is  a  mere  carta 
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blanche,  into  which  every  speculative  politician 
may  foist  his  crude  opinions.  Our  right  then  to 
this  commerce  does  not  depend  merely  upon  the 
laws  of  nations,  hut  upon  the  solemn  obligations 
of  this  instrument,  that  no  sophistry  chn  evade 
nor  ohscure  with  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

1  hold,  therefore,  this  trade  to  be  lawful;  that 
we  have  a  right  to  carrv  it  on ;  and  if,  in  doing  so, 
we  are  annoyed  and  robbed  by  pirates,  we  have 
another  right,  that  of  arming  in  order  to  keep  such 
peoplie  off.  What  do  we  arm  for,  sir?  Is  it  to 
fight  the  French;  to  insult  the  flag,  to  distress  the 
commerce,  or  to  disturb  the  quiet  and  repose  of 
any  nation  7  No,  sir;  our  conduct  in  this  respect 
is  sanctioned  by  the  first  law  of  nature.  It  is  upon 
the  same  principle  thai*  a  private  citizen  would 
prepare  himself  against  the  apprehended  attacks 
of  a  highway  robber  or  a  midnight  assassin.  It  is 
to  defend  our  property  and  our  lives  against  the 
rapacity  and  violence  of  a  horde  of  pirates,  who 
are  notoriously  armed  every  hour  to  assault  them, 
and  whose  conduct  no  nation  will  avow,  punish, 
or  atone  for. 

We  have  been  exultingly  told  by  Mr.  Talley 
rand,  and  it  has  been  echoed  from  this  Chamber 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  M it- 
chill,)  that  even  the  British  consider  St.  Do- 
mingo a  colony  of  France,  and  upon  this  princi- 
ple condemn  our  vessels  for  trading  there.  I 
^rant  that  such  a  pretext,  among  many  others, 
has  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  destroy  our  com- 
merce; I  grant  that  such  an  infringement  of  our 
neutral  rights  has  been  committed,  and  the  rea- 
sons that  have  induced  it  must  be  obvious  to  the 
most  superficial  6bserver.  The  British,  with  a 
monopoly  of  this  commerce  themselves,  and  those 
same  Englishmen  who  now  condemn  our  vessels 
for  trading  to  St.  Domingo^  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  a  French  colony,  heretofore,  when  it 
suited  their  purposes,  so  far  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  those  very  people  as  to  enter  into 
a  Commercial  Treaty  with  ttiem,  and  are  now 
not  only  in  the  constant  practice  of  trading  there 
themselves,  but  of  granting  licenses  to  others  to 
do  so.  1  hope,  however,  the  day  has  not  come 
when  our  commerce  is  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  or  our  national  rights 
dependent  upon  the  judicial  opinions  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott ;  and  the  learned  gentleman  from  New 
York  must  indeed  have  been  pressed  with  the 
barrenness  of  his  case  when  he  had  to  resort  to 
such  an  argument,  derived  from  such  a  source. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kitchbl,) 
I  must  in  candor  say,  has,  in  support  of  the  pres- 
ent measure,  assumed  premises  totally  new  and 
different.  His  reasons,  like  most  of  those  we  have 
been  accustomed  lately  to  hear,  were  in  the  true 
style  of  modern  legislation,  enveloped  in  all  the 
mysteries  of  secrecy.  He  tells  us  that  we  had 
better  give  up  this  commerce,  because  it  is  not 
valuable.  Where  the  gentleman  obtained  this 
piece  of  information  is  utterly  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  my  understanding:  none  such,  cer- 
tainly, has  ever  been  laid  before  us;  nor  did  he 
condescend  to  give  us  a  clue  to  its  source ;  but  as 
if  sufi^cient  to  urge  it  upoa  oar  faith  with  all  the 


confidence  of  apostolic  inspiration — to  us  who 
doubted,  he  refused  even  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge  through  any  other  channel; 
voted  against  the  proposition^  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  which  went  to  askr  of  .the  Executive 
the  actual  state  of  this  commerce,  and  to  ascer- 
tain its  real  value.  To  do  strict  justice  to  the 
gentleman'is  argument,  it  is  simply  this,  that  when- 
ever any  foreign  Power  may  please  to  demand  of 
us  the  surrender  of  a  right,  however  just  and  hon- 
est it  tday  he ;  however  it  may  comport  with  the 
dignity^  of  the  Government  to  preserve  it ;  if,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view;  if  upon  a  cool  peddling 
calculation  of  risk,  profit,  and  loss,  it  cannot  be 
deemed  of  high' value,  we  are  at  once  to  give  it 
up.  This  argument,  I  will  confess,  is  worthv  of 
the  bill.  So  striking,  and  of  such  a  kind  is  their 
afiinity,  that  they  seem  peculiarly  calculated  to 
expose  each .  other,  and  to  excite  in  every  mind 
valuing  the  honor,  the  dignity,  and  the  character 
of  the  nation,  like  sentiments  of  disgust.  The 
case  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Maclat.)  01  the  Indians,  I  think  in  1755, 
under  the  avowed  authority,  direction,  and  sup- 
port of  the  French  Government^  ravaging  our 
frontiers,  surely  can  have  no  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion before  us*  Has  this  Government  ever  fur- 
nished arms  and  ammunition,  or  done  any  other 
act  in  order  to  assist  and  encourage  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  in  attacking  the  countries  of  their 
neighbors?  I  cannot  conceive  what  subject  that 
might  have  been  before  Congress  during  our  pres- 
ent session,  the  gentleman  must  have  had  in  his 
mind,  to  which  be  supposed  this  case  could  a)>- 
ply ;  certainljT  not  the  present ;  it  is  infinitely  more 
distant  in  point  of  analogy  than  of  date.  I  have 
been  exerting  my  imagination  to  discern  any  ob- 
ject or  bearing  it  can  have,  that  I  might  endeavor 
to  meet  it,  but  the  total  impossibility  of  the  one, 
will  save  me  the  trouble  of  the  other. 

A  few  words  now,  Mr.  President,  as  to  the  im- 
policy of  adopting  the  present  measure.  I  fear 
and  believe  it  will  have  a.  tendency  to  inerease 
one  of  the  great  evils  at  present  so  much  com- 
plained of  by  our  merchants;  the  number  of  pi- 
rates and  freebooters  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  It 
will  have  the  further  effect  of  throwing  into  the 
hands  of  other  nations,  especially  the  British,  a 
valuable  commerce,  at  present  conducted  by  oar 
own  citizens.  But  there  is  another  far  more  se- 
rious consequence,  which,  in  all  hunMin  probabili- 
ty, may  result  froni  it,  and  to  which  1  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  from  our 
Southern  country.  With  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo we  are  now  at  peace;  the  advantages  of 
our  confimerce  to  them,  and  their  immediate  de- 
pendence upon  us  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  form 
the  strongest  security  we  could  possibly  a.^k,  or 
have,  that  no  act  of  hostility  will  be  attempted 
on  their  part  toward  us  while  we  continue  fo  treat 
them  as  heretofore  ;  but  only  restrict  or  embarrass 
your  commerce  with  them ;  only  pass  a  measure 
like  the  present,  and  you  wound  them  in  the  ten- 
derest  part ;  they  will  see  you,  without  provoca- 
tion, aiming  a  blow  at  their  very  vitals;  and  will 
consider  you  as  having  abandoned  your  neutral 
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f  round,  and  sided  wilh  their  enemies.  What  will 
e  the  cooseqQeoce?  Does  any  gentleman  sup< 
pose  that  nearly  a  million  of  people  will  patiently 
starve  when  the  seas  around  them  are  covered 
with  our  defenceless  merchantmen,  laden  with 
provisions?  No, sir, impossible.  In  addition  then 
to  the  rene^adoes  that  at  present  prey  upon  you 
there,  you  immediately  brings  upon  your  trade  a 
whole  nation  of  pirates.  Those  people  are  now 
content  to  stay  at  home  to  till  their  own  fields,  to 
fight  their  own  battles,  and  to  depend  upon  us  for 
supplies.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  their  views  extend 
further.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  navigating 
the  ocean,  or  tasting  the  sweets  of  maritime  plun- 
der. Such  things  are  much  easier  learned  thaa 
forgotten;  much  more  readily,  resorted  to  than 
given  up ;  and  I  consider  the  general  commerce 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  but  more  es- 
pecially tl)€  delicate  situation  of  our  Southern 
country,  viewing  its  particular  description  of  pop- 
ulation, and  convenience  to  them,  as  imposing 
upon  us  the  strongest  obligations  to  ofkr  them  ho 
ioducements  to  resort  to  either.  Whatever  inter- 
course takes  place  between  us,  I  wi^h^  to  be  in 
their  own  ports,  and  will,  never  do  an  act  that 
shall  have  a  tendency  to  bring  to  our  shores  such 
visitors^ either  as  friends  or  as  enemies;  and  I  be- 
lieve this  is  the  true  course  to  avoid  the  calamity 
which  some  gentlemen  seem  so  much  to  appre- 
hend, and  which  I  should  deprecate  as  sincerely 
as  any  man. 

I  rejoice  that  the  President  has  expressed;  in 
his  late  Message,  a  disposition  to  take  into  the 
protection  of  the  Grovemment  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  though  little  has  yet  been  done, 
or  attempted.  This  project  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  I  bepe  forms  no  part  of  the  new 
system,  and  he  would  have  acted  wisely  befpre  he 
submitted  it  to  have  examined  better  its  coose- 
queoces,  and  to  have  look^  for  a  montent  at  the 
present  condition  of  our  commerce.  What  is  it? 
rlundered  upon  every  coast  and  in  every  sea,  your 
flag,  instead  of  being  a  protection  against  insult, 
seems  to  have  become  an  invitation  to  injury. 
The  British,  the  French,  and  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  ratio  of  tbeir  force,  treat  us  with  like  indig- 
nities; this  is  the  only  point  in  which  they  can 
agree.  The  former  have  adopted,  and  openly, 
avow  a  system  of  measures  that,  if  not  counter- 
acted, must  go  to  deprive  us  of  the  most  imj^ort- 
ant  of  our  neutral  rights ;  while  the  two  latter  are 
anxiously  riralling  each  other  in  the  most  law- 
less and  piratical  depredations  upon  our  defence* 
less  trade ;  even  the  commissioned'  vessels  of  our 
Government  have  not  been  suffered  to  pass  the 
high  seas  without  insult  and  violence.  The  Brit- 
ish and  the  ti*rench,  whenever  it  suits  their  views, 
blockade  our  very  ports;  the' British  take  their 
position  off  New  York,  so  as  to  be  convenient  to 
the  courts  of  Halifax;  and  our  friends,  the  French, 
to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
told  us  we  should  be  so  particularly  civil,  take 
occasionally  into  their  holy  keeping,  the  com- 
merce of  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  so  as  to 
l^  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the  British.  Our 
Uade  with  St.  Domingo,  indeed,  the  French  have 


not  been  able  to  stop,  nor  have  even  the  British 
yet  assumed  to  themselves  this  maritime  right; 
out  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his 
great  good  faith  and  abundant  charity,  will  now 
anticipate  their  wishes,  and  do  it  for  them.  This, 
indeed,  surpasses  even  Christian  meekness;  it  is 
not  only,  when  smitten  upon  one  cheek,  turning 
the  other  also,  but  chastening  ourselves,  with  more 
than  monkish  severity,  in  the  most  vulnerable 
part.       .  u 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsider 
the  fourth  section,  which  restricts  the  operation 
of  the  law  to  one  year,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  aji^ree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — :yeas21| 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit* 
Fenner,  Gaillardi  Gilman,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Log^n, 
Maclay,  Mitchiti,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sum- 
ter, Turner,  Worthirigton,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard ,  Hillheuse,  Piekep> 
ing,  Plumer,  Stone,  Traey,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  ne  "Aa 
act  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  Slates  and  certain  parts  of  the  island 
of  St.  Domingo." 

Frioay,  February  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Georgetown,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Mitchill,  and  Smitb  of 
Maryland,  to  consider  and  repoivt  thereon. 

Tne  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
present  to  him  the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the 
13th  and  14th  instant,"  and  agreed  thereto ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland  and  Mitchill  were 
appointed  the  coqimittee. 

The  Senatejesumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnifi- 
cation of  American  seamen  ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  reported  to  the  House  without  amendment, 
on  motion,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  10.  nays  19, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Oilman,  Kitcbely 
Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Fehner,  Gaillard,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Logan,  Maclay, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stone,  Sumter, 
ThruSton,  Tracy.  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Wright,  Maclay,  Bayard, 
and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

That  a  committee  ba  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port what  farther  measures  are  necessary  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress  for  the  protection  of  American  seamen^ 
and  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.'* 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvatiia,  entitled  ^An  act  to  empower  the  Board 
of  Wardens  for  the  part  of  Philadelphia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  there- 
in mentioned,"  was  read  the*  third  time;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  further  consrderatioa  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffith  "  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Resolved^  That  the  PAEaiDvirr  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  au- 
thorized to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Monday 
the  10th  day  of  March  next : 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  «ct  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  marshals,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  6f  Cincinnati 
and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendmejit  re- 
ported to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and,  hav- 
ing disagreed  thereto,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendment, 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


MoNDAT,  February  24. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffith,"  was  read 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smitb, 
Maclay,  and  Baldwin  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Mansfield  and  others, praying  that  that-part  of  the 
district  of  Perth  Amboy  which  is  called  the  town 
of  Jersey  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  ;  and  the 
petition  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  19ih  instant,  who  have  under 
consideration  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  declaring 
the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  State  ofNew  Jprsey,  to 
be  a  port  of  deli  very,  and  for  erecting  a  hght-hbuse 
on  Wood  Islaiid,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the^tate 
of  Massachusetts;"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  for  classing  the  militia,  and  as- 
sigoins;  to  each  class  its  particular  duties;  and 
the  bill,  bavins  been  further  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  Marshals,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amended ;  and  ordered  that  the  bill,  as  amended, 
lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion, 

"  That  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  elect  a  committee 
of  three  members,  to  ezecate,  jointly  with  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representative^,  the 
purposes  expressed  in  *'  the  act  for  the  further  support 
of  the  library :" 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Conc^ress  to  an  actof  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Entitled  ^An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Ward- 
ens for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain duty  on  tonnage  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  second  section  thereof  be  struck  out. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  as  amended. 
.Mr.  Thrcston  presented  the  petition  of  John 
James  Dufuur,  stating  that  he  and  his  associates, 
some  years  since,  purchased  a  certain  lot  of  pub- 
lic land,  for  thecuftivationof  the  vine;  and  pray- 
ing that  further  time  may  be  allowed  them  for 
payment  of  their  instalments  in  arrear;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tbrus- 
TON,  Tract,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin  and  Robert  Eagles- 
field  Griffith,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  and  State^of 
Ohio:"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  extending  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Surveyor  Genetal  to  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  apd  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  25. 

Mr.WoRTHtNGTON,fromthecommitteetowhom 
was  referred,  on  the  l7th  instant,  the  bill  entitled 
^'An  act  fcr  the  relief  of  the  Governors,  Judges, 
and  Secretary,  of  the  lodiaoa  Territory,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  io  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  the  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  for^ 
eign  Ministers  within  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. , 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  amend  an  actj  entitled 
*An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use  of  boih 
Houses  of  Congress,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought' up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
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bill,  eodtled  ^Ao  act  extending  the  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  final  jpas^a^e  of  this  bill,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative^—yeas  15,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

YsAB — Messrs  Anderson,  Bsldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Howland»  Kitchel,  Mmclay,  Mitchill,  Smith  of^ew 
York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner, 
end  Worthingtoh. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bsyard,  Brsdley,  Gil- 
man,  Hiilhouse,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith'of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  and  Wright. 

So  it  waa  Resolved^  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  for  classing  the  militia  and  assigning 
to  each  class  its  particular  duties,  was  read  the 
third  time;  and  on  motion  to  amend  this  clause 
of  the  bill :  '^  and  be  subject  to  the  rules,  regula- 
tions, and  articles,  provided  for  the  government  of 
the  same,"  to  read  ab  follows :  ^^  And  be  subject  to 
the  roles  to  be  provided  for  tjie  government  of  the 
Militia :"  it  pa:>sed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  apee,  to  the  fiual  passage  of  the 
bill  as  amended,,  it  passed  In  the  negative — yeas 
8,  nays  )9,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Thniston,  Turnev,  Worthing- 
toD,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Menrs.  Adams,  Andei)K>n,.. Bald  win,  Brad- 
ley, Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillardf  Oilman,  Hiilhouse,  Kit- 
diel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Stone,  and 
Sumter. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  KiTCHBL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
vas  referred^  on  the  19ih  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  'the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliTery.  and  for 
erectioealight  house  on  Wdod  Island  or  Fletcher's 
Neck,  to  the  State  of  Massacbusetts,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
24th  instant,  "  that  a  committee  be  appointed  ' 
jointly,  With  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
House  df  Representatives^  for  the  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  fur- 
ther support  of  the  library,"  and  the  motion  was 
adopted;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Baldwin, 
and  Adams,  be  the  committee  on  their  part. 


Wednesday,  February  26. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both  Hou.^es  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  seqond 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bald- 
win, and  Mitchill,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The.  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  special  committee  to  the  bill, entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  the  Indiana  Territory  ;"  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  amended,  were  adopted,  and 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  3d  instant,  the  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment 01  counterfeiting  the  current  coin  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  reliefof  PhinpNicklin  and  Robert 
Eaglesfield  Griffith."  And  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative.    So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit 
court  iii  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  with  aa 
amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Government  of 
Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  Danish  brigantine,  called  the  Henrick,  and 
her  carjgo ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentionedVas  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  bill^  entiiled  "An  act  foralter- 
ering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the 
district  of  North  Carolina,"  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Benate,  a  report  on  those  parts  of  the  memo- 
rials from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  Haven,  which 
relate  to  providing  a  further  naval  armament  for 
the  public  defence,  as  follows :  ^  ' 

"  In  addition  to  the  strong  reasons  urged  in  those 
two  memorials,  the  committee  refer  to  the  President'k 
Message  of  the  third  day  of  December  last,  informing 
Congress  that  considerable  provision  had  been  made 
under  former  authorities,  of  materials  for  constructing 
ships  of  war,  that  these  were  on  hand,  and  subject  to 
the  will  of  the  Legisfature ;  and  to  two  communica- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  December 
16th  and  21et,  1805,  giving  information  that  large  bu^h 
plies  of  timber,  cannon,  copper,  and  other  valuable  ma- 
teiiala  for  that  object,  had  been  already  bought  and  paid 
for. 

«  Calculating  the  moderate  appropriation  which  will 
be  required  to  augment,  to  a  very  respectable  degree, 
this  naval  force  of  the  nation ;  contemplating  the  insults 
and  depredations,  committed  by  foreigners  near  our 
coasts,  and  at  the  very  mouths  of  our  most  frequented 
harbors ;  and  estimating  the  protection  and  security  to 
Ihe  terhtoiy  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  persons  and  prop- 
er^ of  its  citizens,  by  an  enlargement  of  the  means  of 
maritime  defence,  the  committee  recommend  an  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  by  law  for 
the  appropriation  of  any  balance  which  may  remain 
unexpended  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  to  the  purpose 
of  building  ships-of-the-Iine,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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President  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  February  25, 1799." 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed-  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals  ^'^  and  the  amend- 
ments were  adopted;  and  the  bill  having  been 
farther  amended,  its  further  consideraiioo  was 
postponed. 

Thursday,  February  27. 

The  pRESiQBNT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  district  east'of  Pearl 
river,  of  the  British  grants  of  lands  lying  in  that 
district,  in  conformity  with  the  7th  section  of  the 
'^Act  regulatine  the  grants  of  land  and  providing 
for  the  disppsaiof  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;''  and  the  report 
was  readp  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  enabling  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to 
the  Government  of  Denmark  for  the  cfipture  and 
condemnation  of  the  Danish  brigantine,  called  the 
Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  BradLey,  Balpwin, 
and  MiTCBiLL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeit- 
ing the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  on  motion  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

**  Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make  any  kind  of  gold  or  silver  coins 
counterfeit  to,  or  intended  to  resemble  foreign  gold  or 
silver  coins,  which  shall  not  by  law  be  made  current 
money  within  the  United  States,  with  an  intent  to  utter 
or  make  payment  with  the  same,  by  merchandising  or 
otherwise ;  or  who  shall  utter  any  foreign  coins  of  gold 
er  silver,  counterfeit  tOt  ot  intended  to  resemble  the 
foreign  gold  or  silver  coins  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  counterfeit ;  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof}  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  forfeit  and 

pay dollars,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 

United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  aame ;  and, 

moreover,  shall  he  imprisoned  not  exceeding  

years." 

It  paitsed  in  the  affirm ative-^yeas  17,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Fenner,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Mitchill,  Moore, 
Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Thruston,  White,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hillhoose,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter, 
Tuner,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading,  as  amended, 

Mr.  Sumter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  13th  of  January  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^'An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  fifovernment  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 


to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  Slst  of  January  last, 
the  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of 
American  seamen,  reported  it  with  ameadments; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''Ad act  to  eontinue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  '*Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Landais  ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  eoncarrence 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideratioQ.: 

Beaohed,  That copies  of  the  Coastitotion  of 

the  United  States,  with  the  amendments  which  have 
been  made  thereto,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


FaxDAY,  February  28. 

Mr.  LoOAN  gare  notice  that  he  should,  oq  Mon- 
day next,  move  for  leave  tu  bring  in  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a  National  Academy. 

Mr.  Qaillaro,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congreas  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina^  passed  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  ton- 
na£e  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,''  w^s  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Balowin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  recommending  additional  fortifi- 
cations, and  other  means  of  defence,  for  the  city 
and  harbor  of  New  York,  for  Charleston,  and  other 
places,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
ne;ct. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Worthington,  Kitchel,  and  Balowin, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  timej  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery; and  for  erecting  a  light>house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  select  committee  to  the  bill  fbr  the  protection 
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and  indemnrfScation  of  American  seitm«n';  and, 
having  progressed  therein  so  far  as  fo  strike  oat 
all  the  original  biii  excefH  the  enacting  clause, 
and  having  disagreed  to  the  first  section  reported 
by  the  sipecia)  committee  as  a  sobstitute, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  together  with  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  amendments  reported,  be 
recommHted  to  Messrs  Bayabd,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Baldwin,  AoAMS,  Bradley,  Mitcbii.l.  and 
PicKCRiif  G.  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Monday,  March  3. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  llih  of  February  last,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  together  with  certain  resulations 
snbraiited  the  10th  day  of  December  last,  report- 
ed, in  part,  '^A  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described  ;  and  to  settle  claims  on 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same;''  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  readios. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  ttie  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
tmendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 
State  judges  and  State  courts;"  with  amend- 
mentsj  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  ih'e  aihend- 
ments  to  the  amendments  on  the  bill  last  men^ 
tioned ;  and  they  were  referred  )to  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, Mitch  ILL,  and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
hibiting for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of  arms 
and  ammunirion  from  the  United  States  and  the 
territories  thereof,"  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  relating  to  bbnds 
given  by  marshals,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bjnendraent  reported  by  the  select 
committee  to  the  bill  to  prerent  the  abuse  of  the 

Srivileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign 
[iot&ters  within  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Adams. — There  arc  two  points  of  view,  Mr. 
President,  in  which  it  appears  to  me  to  be  import- 
apt  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  should  be  con* 
sidered — the  one  as  they  relate  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tioDs,  and  the  other  as  they  regard  the  Conatitutioa 
of  the  United  State's.  From  both  these  sources 
hare  arisen  inducements  combining  to  produce 
conrictioQ  upon  my  uaiod  of  the  propriety,  and 
indeed  the  necessity,  of  some  measure  sinqilar  in 
priocipie  to  that  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
propose.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  state  them  in 
their  turns,  endeavoring  to  keep-  them  as  disiinct 
from  each  other  as  the  great  and  obvious  diflfer- 
ence  of  their  character  requires,  and  that  their 
combination  on  this  occasion  may  appear  in  the 


striking  light  which  may  render  it  the  most 
effectual. 

By  the  laws  of  nations,  a  foreign  Minister  is  en- 
titled, not  barely  to  the  general  security  and  pro- 
tection which  the  laws  of  every  civilized  people 
extend  to  the  subjects  of  other  nations  residing 
among  them.  He  is  indulged  with  many  privi- 
leges of  a  high  and  uncommon  nature — with  many 
exemptions  from  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
coulitry  where  he  resides,  and,  a mon?  others,  with 
a  general  exemption  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
judicial  courts,  both  civil  and  criminal.  This  im- 
munity is,  in  respect  to  the  criminal  jurisdiction, 
without  limitation ;  and  an  Ambassador,  (hough 
guilty  of  the  most  aggravated  crimes  of  which  the 
heart  of  man  can  conceive  or  his  hand  commit, 
cannot  b^  punished  for  them  by  the  tribunals  of 
the  Sovereign  with  whom  he  resides.  Should 
he  conspire  the  desitruction  of  the  constitution  or 
government  of  the  State,  no  jury  of  his  peers  can 
there  convict  him  of  treason.  ^Should  he  point 
the  dagger  of  assasination  to  the  heart  of  a  citizen, 
he  cannot  be.put  to  plead  for  the  crime  of  murder. 
In  these  respects  he  is  considered  as  the  subject, 
not  of  the  State  to  which  he  is  sent,  but  of  the 
State  which  sent  him,  and  the  only  punishment 
which  can  be  inflicted  on  his  crimes  is  left  to  the 
justice  of  his  master. 

In  a  republican  Grovernment,  like  that  under 
which  we  have  the  happiness  to  live,  this  exemp- 
tion is  not  enjoyed  byany  individual  of  the  nation 
itself,  however  exalted  in  rank  or  station.  .It  is 
our  pride  and  glory,  that  all  are  equal  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law;  that,  however  adorned  with  dignity, 
or  armed  with  power,  no  man  owing  allegiance 
to  the  Majesty  of  the  nation  can  screen  lumself 
from  the  vindictive  arm  of  her  justice;  yet.  even 
the  nations  whose  internal  constitutions  are  found- 
ed upon  this  virtuous  and  honorable  priocipie  of 
equal  and  universal  rights,  have,  like  ail  the  rest, 
submitted  to  this  great  and  extraordinary  excep- 
tion. In  order  to  account  for  so  singular  a  devi- 
ation from  principles  in  everyother  respect  deemed 
of  the  highest  moment  and  of  the  most  universal 
application,  we  must  inquire  into  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  all  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world 
to  this  broad  departure  from  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  their  government. 

'  The  most  eminent  writers  on  the  laws  of  na- 
tions have  at  different  times  assigned  various  rea- 
sons for  this  phenomenon  in  politics  and  morals. 
It  has  sometimes  bten  said  to  rest  upoQ  Jictions  of 
law.  The  reasoning  has  been  thus :  every  Sover- 
eign Prince  js  independent  of  all  others,  and  as 
such  cannot,  even  when  personally  within  the  ter* 
ritories  of  another,  be  amenable  to  his  jurisdiction. 
An  Ambassador  represents  the  person  of  hia  mas- 
ter, and  therefore  must  enjoy  the  same  immuni- 
ties. But  this  reasoning  cannot  be  satisfactory ; 
for,  in  the  first  place,  a  foreign  Minister  does  not 
necessarily  represent  the  person  of  his  master^— he 
represents  him  only  in  hisaffair?;  and  besides  rep* 
re:^n ting  him  he  has  a  personal  existence  of  bis 
own,  altogether  distinct  from  his  representative 
character,  and  for  which,  on  the  principles  of 
common  sense,  he  ought,  like  every  other  iadivid- 
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ual^  to  be  respoasible.  At  other  times,  another 
fiction  of  law  has  been  alleged,  in  this  manner: 
the  foreign  Minister  is  not  the  subject  of  ihe  State 
to  which  he  is  sent,  but  of  his  own  Sovereign :  he 
is  therefore  to  be  considiered  as  still  residing  withini 
the  territories  of  his  master,  and  not  in  those  of 
the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  accredited.  But  this 
fiction,  like  the  other,  forgets  the  personal  exist- 
ence of  the  Minister.**^  It  is  dangerous,  at  all  times, 
to  derive  important  practical  consequences  from 
fictions  of  law,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  fact.  If 
the  principle  of  personal  representation,  or  that  of 
exterritoriality  Annexed  tothe  character  of  a  for- 
eign Minister  be  adonitted  at  all,  it  can  in  sound 
argument  apply  only  to  his  official  conduct — to 
his  acts  in  the  capacity  of  a  Minister,  and  not  to 
his  private  and  individual  affairs.  The  Minister 
can  represent  the  person  of  the  Prince,  no  other- 
wise than  as  any  a^ent  or  factor  represents  the 
person  of  his  princrpal;  and  it  would  be  an  ill 
compliment  to  a  Sovereign  Prince  to  consider  him 
as  personally  represented  by  his  Minister  in  the 
commission  of  an  atrocious  crime.  Another  ob- 
jection against  this  wide-encroaching  inference 
from  the  doctrine  of  personal  representation,  is, 
that  it  is  suitable  only  to  Monarchies.  The  Min- 
ister of  a  King  may  be  feigned  to  represent  in  all 
respects  the  person  of  his  master,  but  what  person 
can  be  represented  by  the  Anibassador  of  a  Re- 
public ?  If  I  am  answered,  the  moral  person  of  the 
nation,  then  I  reply, /Aa£  can  be  represented  by  no 
individual,  being  itself  a  fiction  in  law,  incapable 
of  committing  anv  act,  and  having  no  corporeal 
existence  susceptible  of  representation-t    I  have 

*  It  is  manifest,  that,  if  exterritoriality  were  to  be 
allowed  to  Ministers,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  term, 
it  would  entitle  them  to  many  rights  which  they  cer- 
tainly have  not :  on  the  other  hand,  the  privilegea  al- 
lowed them  extend  far  beyond  what  the  universal  taw 
of  nations  prescribes  in  their  favor  on  this  ground.  B6th 
these  positions  will  be  proved  hereafter,  and  also  that 
this  extremely  loose  notion  of  exterritoriality  is  not 
always  sufiicient  to  ascertain,  the  rights  to  which  a  Min- 
ister may  pretend. — Martens*  Summary  of  the  Modem 
Imu)  of  NiOionSf  book  7,  chap.  5« 

t  The  representative  character  of  the  Ambassador  is 
the  sign  of  representation  of  the  Sovereign  who  sends, 
addressed  to  the  Sovereign  who  receives  the  Minister. 
Ambassadors  being  natually  the  mandatories  of  the 
Prince  by  whom  they  are  sent,  the  representative  char- 
acter, by  the  law  of  nature,  consists  in  the  power  of 
transacting  any  public  basiness  in  the  name  and  right  of 
the  Sovereign,  by  whom  they  are  sent,  with  another  Sov- 
ereign Power :  consequently,  by  the  law  of  nature,  an 
Ambateador  is  not  as  it  were  the  same  moral  person  as 
he  who  sends  him,  so  as  to  be  the  same  as  if  his  mas- 
ter himself  were  present;  nor  is  the  P^rince  to  whom  he 
is  sent  bound  to  consider  him  as  his  equal.  And  as 
there  is  no  necessity,  either  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness or  for  the  dignity  of  the  sender,  which  may  be  pre- 
served without  it,  of  that  representative  character  which 
consists  in  the  power  of  representing  the  person  of  the 
sender,  neither  is  the  representative  character,  when 
stretched  beyond  the  rules  of  natural  law,  any  part  of 
the  voluntary  law  of  nations :  and,  consequently,  if  in- 
troduced by  usage,  it  is  part  of  the  customary  law ;  if  by 
treaty,  part  of  the  conventional  law  of  nations.    Where- 


said  thus  much  on  this  subject,  because  I  have 
heard  in  conversation  these  legal  fictions  alleged 
against  the  adoption  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and 
because  they  may  perhaps  be  urged  against  it  here. 
But  it  is  neither  in  the  fiction  o( exlerriloriality, 
nor  in  that  of  personal  representation,  that  we  are 
to  seek  for  the  substantial  reason  upon  which  the 
customary  law  of  nations  has  founded  the  extra- 
ordinary privileges  of  Ambassadors ;  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  their  oflice,  of  their  duties,  and  of  their 
situation. 

By  their  office,  they  are  intended  to  be  the  me- 
diators of  peace,  of  commerce,  and  of  friendshtpL 
between  nations;  by  their  duties,  they  are  bouaa 
to  maintain  with  firmness,  though  in  the  spirit  of 
conciliation,  the  rights,  the  honor,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  their  nation,  even  in  the  midst  of  those  who 
have  opposing  interests,  who  assert  conflicting 
rights,  and  who  are  guided  by  an  equal  and  ad- 
verse sense  of  honor ;  by  their  situation  they  would, 
without  some  extraordinary  provision  lu  their 
favor,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  very-  Prince  against 
whom  theyarethusto  maintain  the  rights,  the  hon- 
or, and  the  interest  of  their  own.  As  the  Ministers 
of  peace  and  friendship,  their  functions  are  not  only 
of  the  highest  and  most  beneficial  utility,  but  of 
indispensable  necessity  to  all  nations  having  any 
mutual  intercourse  with  each  other.  They  are 
the  only  instruments  by  which  the  miseries  of  war 
can  be  averted  when  it  approaches,  or  terminated 
when  it  exists.  It  is  by  their  agency  that  the  pre- 
juiiices  of  contending  nations  are  to  be  dissipateni — 
that  the  violent  and  destructive  passions  of  na- 
tions are  to  be  appeased — that  men,  as  far  as  their 
nature  will  admit,  are  to  be  converted  from  butch- 
ers of  their  kind,  into  a  band  of  friends  and  bro- 
thers. It  is  this  consideration,  sir,  which,  by  the 
common  consent  of  mankind,  has  surrounded  with 
sanctity  the  official  character  of  Ambassadors;  it 
is  this  which  has  enlarged  their  independency  to 
such  an  immeasurable  extent;  it  is  thts  which  has 
loosed  them  from  all  the  customary  ties  which 
bind  together  the  social  compact  of  common  rights 
and  common  obligations. 

But  immunities  of  a  nature  so  extraordinary 
cannot,  from  the  nature  of  mankind,  be  frequently 
conferred,  without  becoming. liable  to  frequent 
abuse.  Ambassadors  are  still  beings  subject  to  the 
passions,  the  vices,  and  infirmities  of  man.  How- 
ever exempted  from  the  danger  of  punishment, 
they  are  not  exempt  from  the  commission  of  crimes. 
Besides  their  participation  in  the  imperfections  of 
humanity,  they  have  temptations  and  opportuni- 
ties peculiar  to  themselves,  to  transgressions  of  a 
very^  dangerous  description,  and  a  very  aggravated 
character.  While  the  functions  or  their-  office 
place  in  their  hands  the  management  of  those  great 

lore,  the  consequences  derived  from  this  character  re- 
specting A  mbaasadors  belong  neither  to  the  law  of  nature 
nor  to  the  voluntary  law  of  nations,  much  less  do  they 
sanction  the  gratuitous'  additions  by  -which  they  arc 
amplified*  Hence,  no  nation  is  bound  to  acknowledge 
them,  unless  in  consequence  of  express  atipnlatioii. — 
Wolf  Ifistituies  of  (Ac  Law  of  Naiwe  arii  Nations, 
part  6,  eltep.  10»  see.  iS42. 
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eonlroversies,  upon  which  whole  nations  are  wont 
to  stake  their  existence;  while  their  situations 
afford  them  the  means,  and  stimulate  them  t^the 
employment  oi  the  base  but  powerful  weapons  of 
faction,  of  corruption,  and  of  t  reach  erf,  their  very 
privileges  and  immunities  concur  in  assailing  their 
integrity  by  the  promise  of  security,  even  in  case 
of  defeat-^-^f  impunity,  even  after  detection. 

The  experience  of  all  ages  and  of  every  nation 
has  therefore  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  erecting 
some  barrier  against  the  abuse  of  those  immuni- 
ties and  privileges,  with  which  foreign  Ministers 
have  at  all  times  and  everywhere  been  indulged. 
Jo  some  agftravated  instances  the  ruler»  of  the 
Slate  where  the  crime  was  committed  have  boldly 
broken  down  the  wall  of  privilege  under  which 
the  guilty  stranger  wouki  fain  ha.ve  sheltered  him- 
self, and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  nations  have 
dehvered  4ip.the  criminal  to  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  for  trial,  sentence,  and  execution ;  at  other 
times  the  popular  indignation,  by  a  process  still 
more  irregular,  has.  Without  the  fbrms  of  law, 
wreaked  its  vengeance  upon  the  perpetrators  of 
those  crimes,  which  otherwise  must  have  remained 
UQwhipped  of  justice.  Cases  -'have  sometimes 
occurred  when  the-principles  of  self-preservation 
aad  defence  have  justified  the  injured  Government, 
eadaogered  in  its  vital  parts,  in  arresting  the  per- 
son of  such  a  Minister  .aorJng  thecrisis  of  danger, 
and  confining  him  under  guard  until  he  could  with 
safety  be  removed.  But  the  practice  which  the 
reason  of  the  case  and  the  usage  of  nations  has 
prescribed  and  recognised,  is,  (according  to  the  ag^ 
gravatioD  of  the  ofience,)  to  order  the  criminal  to 
depart  from  the  territories  wbose  laws  he  has 
violated,  or  to  send  him  home,  sometimes  under 
custody,  to  his  Sovereign ;  demanding  of  him  that 
justice,  reparation,  and  panis^hment.  which  the 
nature  of  the  case  requires,  and  which  he  alone  is 
entided  to, dispense.  This  poirer  is  admitted  by 
the  con  current  testimony  of  all  the  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations,  4ind  has  the  sanction  of  practice 
equally  universal.  It  results,  indeed,  as  a  conse- 
quence absokitely  necessary  from  the  indepen- 
dence of  foreign  Ministers  on  the  judicial  autnor- 
ity,  and  is  perfectly  reconcilable  with  it.  As 
respects  the  offended  nation,  it  is  a  measure  of  self- 
deieoce,  justified  by  the  acknowledged  destitution 
of  every  other  remedy.  As  respects  the  ofli*nding 
Minister,  it  is  the  only  means  of  remitting  him  for 
trial  and  panishpent  to  the  tribunals  whose  juris- 
diction he  cannot  recuse;  and  as  respects  his  Sov- 
ereign, it  preserves  inviolate  his  rights,  and  at  the 
same  time  manifests  that  confidence  in  his  justice 
which  civilized  nations  living  in  amity  are  bound 
to  place  in  each  other.* 
~  -I  ».  ■■..-< 

*  It  seeikis  it  may  be  said  on  this  subject  that  there 
is  no  case  in  which  the  ordinary  tribunals  can  extend 
their  jorisdiction  over  public  Ministers,  and  this  with 
the  more  confidence,  as  I  find  it  is  flie  opinion  of  Gro* 
iiu$.  This  is  incontestable  with  regard  to  common 
ofiences ;  and  as  for  crimes  of  State,  wherein  the  Am- 
bssiador  violates  the  laws  of  nations — ^particularly  if  he 
attempt  th^  life  of  the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  sent — the 
fiovereign  alone,  or  the  Council  oi  State  in  his  behalf, 


On  these  principles,  thus  equitable  and  moder- 
ate in  themselves^and  thus  universally  establi$hed| 
is  founded  every  provision  of  the  bill  before  you, 
so  far  as  it  implicates  the  law  of  nations.  I  have 
been  fully  aware  that,  although  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  Congress  are  authorized 
to  define  and  punish  offences  agkinst  the  law  of 
nations,  yet  this  did  not  imply  a  power  to  inno- 
vate upon  those  law«.  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
that  the  Legislature  of  t)ne  individual  in  the  great 
community  of  nations  has  no  right  to  prescribe 
rules  of  conduct  which  can  be  binding  upon  all ; 
and  therefore,  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  was 
my  primary  object  not  to  deviate  one  step  from 
the  worn  and  beaten  path — not  td  vary  one  jot 
or  one  tittle  from  the  prescriptio^s  of  immemorial 
usage  and  unquestioned  authority. 

In  consulting  for  this  purpose  the  writers,  char« 
acterized  by  one  of  our  own  statesmen  in  a  pam- 
phlet recently  laid  on  Our  tables,  as  ^'  the  lumina- 
ries and  oracles  to  whom  the  appeal  is  generally 
made  by  nations  who  prefer  an  appeal  to  law 
rather  than  to  power,"  I  found  that  they  distin- 
guished the  offences  which  may  be  committed  by 

foreign  Ministers  into  two  kinds* — the  one  against 

'  ■-        ■  1,1-1*  . 

can  take  cognizance  of  it— can  arrest  the  traitor  in  his 
house,  and  afterwards  send  him  with  the  proofs  to  the 
Prince  his  master  for  punishments — Wiqtufort^s  Am- 
bassadoTf  book  1,  sec.  29. 

Princes  sometimes  oblige  Ministers  to  depart  from 
their  dominions,  and  send  them  away  under  an  armed 
escort.  Queen  Elizabeth  caused  Don  Bemardin  de 
Mendoza,  Ambassador  of  Spain,  and  the  Bishop  of  Rom» 
Ambassador  from  the  Queen  of  Scots,  to  be  shipped  off 
Louis  XIY.  of  France  sent  under  guard  to  the  frontiers 
of  Savoy  a  Nuncio  from  the  Pope.  The  King  of  Por- 
tugal dismissed  in  like  manner  a  Minister  from  the  Pope 
in  1646.  And  in  1669,  under  Cardinal  Mazarin,  the 
Resident  from  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  was  ordered 
to  quit  the  kingdom^  and  ailerwards  put  into  the  Bastile* 
whence  he  was  taken,  sent  to  .Calais  in  custody,  and 
there  embarked.  In  1667  the  Queen  Regent  of  Spain 
ordered  the  Archbishop  of  Embrun,  Ambassador  to 
Spain,  to  withdraw,  and  would  not  suffer  him  to  wait 
in  Madrid  for  the  letters  which  he  expected  to  receive 
by  the  first  courier*  All  he  could  obtain  was  to  stop  at 
Alcala  until  their  arrival,  and  there  he,received  them^— 
Wiguefort,  book  1,  s^c.  30. 

An  Anibassador  ought  to  be  independent  of  every 
Power  except  that  by  which  he  is  sent,  and  of  conse- 
quence ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  mere  municipal 
laws  of  that  nation  wherein  he  is  to  exercise  hia  func- 
tions. If  he  grossly  offends,  or  makes  an  ill  use  of  his 
character,  he  may  be  sent  home  and  accused  before  his 
master,  who  is  bound  either  to  do  justice  upou  him  or 
avow*  himself  the  accomplice  of  his  crimes. — ChristiarCs 
Blackstontt  voL  l,p,  253.  See  also  Montesquieu,  Sp. 
L.  26,  21. 

*  Suppose  an  Ambassador  guilty  of  a  crime  deserv- 
ing punuhment  in  a  court  of  justice,  where  then  is  he 
to  be  accused  and  punished  1 

In  this  question  we  must  distinguish  between  two 
sorts  of  crimes  of  which  an  Ambassador  may  have  been 
guilty.  Either  he  has  simply  committed  an  offence, 
injurious  to  civil  society  and.  the  public  tranquillity-^ 
such  as  homicide,  adultery,  or  almoiit  any  other  of  the 
common  crimes,  aa  they  may  be  termed— or  ^he  has 
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the  municipal  laws  of  the  coaotry  where  they 
reside,  and  ihe  other  against  the  Government  or 
Slate  to  whioh  they  arc  accredited ;  and  that  ihey 
recommended  a  correspondent  modification  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  treated  by  the 
offended  Sovereign.  ThTe  first  section  of  the  bill 
therefore  directs  the  mode  of  treatment  towards 
foreign  Ministers  guilty  of  heinous  offences  against 
the  municipal  laws;  for.  as  to  those  minor  trans- 

fressions  which  are  usually  left  unnoticed  by  other 
itates,  I  have  thought  no  provision  necessary  for 
them.  The  section  points  out  the  mode  by  which 
the  insulted  State  or  injured  individual  may  apply 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  for  redress, 
and  by  what  process  the  President  may  obtain  rep- 
aration from  thcbffender's  Sovereign,  or,  in  case 
of  refusal,  dismiss  the  offender  from  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.* 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  case  of  of- 
fences against  the  Government  of  the  nation.  If 
the  insult  js  direct  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  himself,  it  authorizes  him  at  once  to 
discard  the  offender;  if  the  injury  be  against  the 
nation,  by  any  conspiracy  or  other  act  ofhostility, 
it  offers  tne  means  of  removing  at  once  so  dan^r- 
ous  a  disturber  of  the  public  tranquillity.  This 
also  will  be  found  exactly  conformable  to  the  di- 
rections in  Vditel,^ 

tranflgtcflted  agiunst  the  penon  of  the  Sovereign,  or 
against  the  State,  which  is  usually  called  treason  or  hos- 
tility.— Bynderahoek,  Dt  foro  Legatorumt  with  Bat' 
beynui's  Commentary,  ekap*  17,  see*  6. 

*  Should  an  Ambassador  forget  tlio  duties  of  bis  star 
tion ;  should  he  render  himself  disagreeable  and  dan- 
gerous, from  cabals  and  enterprises;,  pernicioos  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  citizens,  the  State,  or  Prince,  to  wliom 
he  is  sent ;  there  are  several  ways  of  correcting  him, 
proportionate  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  fiiult.  If 
he  maltreats  the  subjects  of  the  State-^if  he  commits 
any  acts  of  injustiee  or  violence  towardsthem-— the  sub- 
j«ctB  injured  are  not  to  seek  redress  from  the  common 
magistracy,  the  Ambassador  being  independent  of  their 
jurisdiction;  consequently,  those  magistrates  cannot 
proceed  directly  against  him.  On  such  occasions,  the 
Sovereign  is  to  be  applied  to ;  he  demands  justice  from 
the  Ambassador's  master,  and,  in  case  of  a  refusal,  may 
order  the  insolent  Minister  to  quit  his  dominions. — 
Vattelf  book  4,  chap.  7,  sec.  94. 

t  Should  a  foreign  Minister  ofibnd  the  Prince  him- 
self— be  wanting  in  respect  to  him — and  by  his  intrigues 
raise  disturbances  in  the  State  and  Court,  the  injured 
Prince,  from  a  particular  regard  to  the  Minister's  mas- 
ter, sometimes  requires  that  he  should  be  recalled ;  or, 
if  the  fault  be  more  heinous,  the  Prince  forbids  him  the 
Court  till  he  receives  an  answer  from  his  master ;  but  • 
in  important  cases,  he  proceeds  so  far  as  to  order  him 
to  quit  his  dominions.  Every  Sovereign  has  an  un- 
questionable right  to  proceed  in  this  manner ;  for,  being 
master  in  his  own  dominions,  no  foreigner  can  stay  at 
his  Court  or  in  his  dominions  without  his  permission. 
And  though  Sovereigns  are  generaUy  obliged  to  hear 
the  overtures  of  foreign  Powers,  and  to  admit  their 
Ministers,  this  obligation  ceases  entirely  with  regard  to 
a  Minister  who,  being  himself  wanting  in  the  duties 
incumbent  on  hiin  from  his  character,  becomes  danger- 
onfl,  or  justly  suspected  by  him  ta  whom  he  Is  to  come 


The  third  section  bringa  ro«  to  the  consideration 
of  the  relation  which  the  bill  bears  to  the  Consti* 
tutitn  of  the  United  States.  It  contains  a  regu- 
lation, the  object  of  which  is  at  once  to  prevent 
all  misunderstanding  by  the  offendinr  Miniafer's 
Sovereign  of  the  groan.ds  upon  which  he  should 
be  ordered  to  depart  or  sent  homeland  to  mark  by 
a  strong  line  of  discrimrnation  the  caaea  when  a 
foreign  Minister  is  dismissed  for  misconduct,  from 
those  whfen  he  is  expelled  on  account  of  national 
differences.  In  this  latter  case^  by  the  general 
understanding  and  usage  of  nations,  an  order  to 
depart  given  to  a  forti^ign  Minister  is  equivalent  to 
a  declaration  of  war.  .  In  the  European  Ctovem- 
ments.  where  ihfe  power  of  declaring  war  and  that 
of  negotiating  with  foreiffn  States  are  committed 
to  the  same  hands,  this  nice  discrimination  of  the 
specific  reasons  for  which  a  Minister  may  be  dia* 
missed  is  far  less  important  than  with  ua.  The 
power  of  declaring  war  ia  with  us  exclusively  rest- 
ed in  Congress ;  and  as  tlie  order  to  depart,  whea 
founded  on  national  disputes,  amonnts  to  sach  a 
declaration,  it  appears  to  me,  by^fkir  infereneeL 
that  for  such  cAoae  the  President  of  the  United 
States  cannot  issue  such  an  order  witboat  the  ex- 
press request  or  concurrence  of  Coogresa  to  that 
effect.  It,wa6  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that, 
in  the  present  bill,  the  power  vested  in  the  Presi* 
dent  to  send  home  a  culpable  Minister  is  so  pre- 
cisely limited  to  the  cases  when  the  Minialer  shall 
have  deserved  that  treatment  by  his  personal  mia- 
conduct  This  distinction  between  the  causes  for 
which  a  foreign  Minister  may  be  sent  home  has 
been  solemnly  recognised  in  a  remarkable  manner 
by  this  Qbvernment  in  the  treaty  with  Cheat  Brit* 
am  of  the  l(Hh  November,  1794,  in  ^he  twenty- 
sixth  article.* 

Here,  sir.  the  sending  home  a  Minister  for  na- 
tional causes  is  recognised  to  be  the  very  test  of  a 
rupture,  and  exactly  tantaiiioant  to  a  declaration 
of  war.  But  the  same  act,  done  for  the  Minister's 
personal  misconduct,  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  right 
of  both  parties,  which  they  agree  to  retain  ;  and 
it  is  stipulated  that  it  shall  not  in  (hat  case  be 
deemed  equivalent  to  a  rupture.  The  expressions 
used  imply  that,  the  parties  did  not  consider  them- 
selves as  introducing  in  t4iis  part  of  the  article  a 
nfew  law,  but  as  explaining  the  old.  It. is  merely 
declaratory,  '*  for  greater  certainty,''  and  the  pre- 
vious ezisience  of  the  ri^ht  is  recognised  by  the 
stipulation  thai  both  parties  shall  retain  it.  This 
is  one  of  the-articles  of  the  treaty  which  have  ex- 
only  as  a  Minster  of  Peaces —  Vaitel,  hook  4,  ckap*  7,  mc 
95,  96. 

*  And  for  greater  certainty  it  is  declared  that  a  rup- 
ture shall  not  be  deemed  to  exist  while  negotiations  for 
accommodating  differences  shall  be  depending,  nor  until 
the  respective  Ambassadors  or  Ministers- (if  such  there 
shall  he)  shall  be  recalled  or  ient  home  on  account  of 
such  difiereaces,  and  not  on  aficoant  of  personal  mis- 
conduct, aoeofding  to  the  nature  and  degrees  of  which 
both  parties  retain  l!heir  rights  either  to  request  the 
recall  or  immedlateiy  to  send  home  the  Ambassador  or 
Ministerof  the  ether,  and  that  without  pnjudtce  to  tliair 
mutual  friendship  and  good  understanding. — T\naN 
with  Great  Britain,  I9tk  November,  ITU,  art.  S6. 
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pired ;  but  as^xpresstn^  the  s^nse  both  of  our  own 
naiioD  aod  of  Great  Britain  upoD  the  subject  to 
which  it  relates,  it  is  as  effectual  as  it  ever  could 
be.     Its  pravisioQs •  are  stiU  binding  upon  both 

Sarties  as  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  thoOgh  they 
ave  ceased  to  be  obligatory  as  positive  stipula* 
ttons. 

This  view  of  the  subject  will  also  furnish  me  with 
an  answer  to  the  4)ue»tion  which  has  more  than 
once  been  pat  to  me,  and  which  may  perhaps  be 
repeated  here.  It  has  been  asked,  whether  the  first 
and  second  sections  of  the  bill  are  not  superflu- 
ous— whether  the  cases  are  not  already  provided 
for,  and  whether  the  President  does  not,  beyond 
all  question,  possess  the  power  which  they  pur- 
pose to  Test  in  him  1 

That  the  power  is  beyond  question  vested  in 
him  is,  sir,  more  than  I  can  take  upon  me  to  say. 
Had  I  thought  it  beyond  all  question,  I  cerlainly 
should  not  nave  brought  forward  the  bill  in  its 
present  shape.  And  I  will  in  candor  add,  that  if, 
after  a  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  Sen- 
stt  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  power  is  vested 
in  htcn  beyond  all  question,  they  will  of  course 
either  reject  the  bill,  or  reduce  it  to  a  mere  modi- 
fication of  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  exercise 
the  right,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
Executive  power  is  general Iv  vested  in  the  Presi* 
dent,  and  he  is  expressly  authorized  and  directed 
to  *^  receive  Ambassadors  and  other  public  Minis- 
ters." .  Now,  sir,  by  the  general  grant  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive poiver,  according  to  the  writers  who  have 
scrutinized  and  discriminated  with  the  nicest  ac- 
curacy the  powers  of  Government,  the  power  of 
declaring  war  would  of  course  be  includea.  Such 
is  the  opinion,  not- only  of  Moniiaquieu^  but  of 
RauMtau.  the  most  republican  of  writers  on  Uiws 
and  constitutions.  The  practice  of  all  the  Gov- 
ernments in  Europe,  which  ever  recognised  the 
division  of  power  is  conformable  to  this  theory. 
But  our  Constitution  has  expressly  made  the  dec- 
Ittation  of  war  a  Legislative  act,  and,  by  fair  infer- 
ence, whatever  is  by  the  custom  of  nations  equiv- 
alAt  to  a  declaration  of  war,  wt  are  bound  to 
consider  as  a  Legislative  act  also.  Thus,  then, 
allbottgh  the  President  is  invested  with  the  exec- 
utive power,  and  alkhough  he  is  to  receive  foreign 
Ministers/ yet,  not  having  the  power  to  declare 
war,  he  cannot  possess  that  of  erderioff  away  a 
foreign  Minister  for  causes  of  national  difference, 
because  that  is  a  virtual  declaration  of  war.  He 
is  authorized  to  receive  fbveign  Ministers,  and  by 
this  grant  of  power  he  must  be  authorized  to  de- 
termine when,  how,  whom,  he  will  receive  as  such. 
He  must  be  considered  as  possessing  the  power  to 
determine  upon  all  those  cases  when  a  man,  com- 
iog  as  an  accredited  Minister,  may  by  the  laws  of 
nations  be  denied  a  reception ;  and  he  must  also 
be  allowed  to  determine  when  be  will  cease  to 
receive  a  man  in  that  capacity,  after  he  has  been 
admitted.  This  includes,  as  it  appears  to  mcf,  the 
right  to  request  his  recall,  and  even  to  intimate 
the  wish  lo  a  forei^  Minister  that  he  would  de- 
part ;  but  whether  it  also  includes  the  power  posi- 
tively to  order  his  departure,  and,  still  more,  to  send 


him  home  by  constraint,  is  not  in  my  mind  abso« 
luteijr  beyond  a  doubt.  Ceasing  to  receive  him 
as  a  public  Minister  is  not  ordering  him  away, 
much  less  is  it  sending  him  home.  Ii  is  clear  the 
President  should  have  the  power  to  send  home  a 
foreign  Minister  in  sojne  oa^es:  it  has  not,  in 
express  terms,  given  him  the  power  in  any  case. 
Whether  he  has  it  by  implication,  in  the  case  of  a 
Minister's  mi:$conduct.  seems  to  me  not  absolutely 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  I  believe  the  very,  doubt  in  a 
point  of  this  magnitude  would  operate  to  prevent 
its  exercise  in  a  case  of  the  utmost  need.  That 
doubt  it  was  my  purpose  by  this  bill  to  r#move. 
To  remove  it  ( if  it  exists)  is  unquestionably  within 
the  power  of  Congress,  and  the  occasion  calls 
loudly  for  their  interposition.  The.doubt  appears 
the  more  rational  from  the  fact  that  the  power  has 
never  been  exercised.  The  revocation  of  exequa- 
turs of  two  foreign  Consuls  by  President  Wasu- 
iNOTON  have  been  mentioned  as  eases  in  point,  but 
are  not  applicable  ;  for  in  the  first  place,  Cons^ls 
are  not  entitled  to  the  privileges  or  immunities  of 
foreign  Ministers  ^  and  in  the  next,  the  revocation 
of  an  exequatur  is  barely  equivalent  by  analogy 
to  the  cessation  to  receive  a  Minister :  it  neither 
sends  the  man  away,  nor  orders  him  to  depart. 

But  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  the  bill  to  be  at- 
tacked from  quarters  in  direct  opposition  to  each 
other ;  and  while  on  the  one  hand  it  has  been  cen- 
sured as  vesting  in  the  President  a  power  which 
beyond  all  question  he  possesses  already^  on  the 
other  it  has  been  blamed  as  putting  in  his  hands 
a  power  which  beyond  all  question  he  has  not, 
and  which  the  Constitution,  never  intended  he 
should  have.  This  construction  of  our  Constitu- 
tion has  been  laid  down, sir.  for  our  edification  and 
improvement  by  a  foreign  Minister  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  our  Secretary  of  State,  which  I 
speak  of  as  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  because 
it  has  been  publiahcd  in  all  our  newspapevs,  and 
remains  uncontradicted.  I  must  however  observe; 
that  at  the  tine  when  ibis  bill  was  introduced,  I 
bad  never  seen  and  had  no  knowledge  of  ihia 
learned  Spanish  commentary  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

I  had  not  ioiagined  that  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  our  sreat  national  compact  was  to  be 
settled  by  a  foreign  Minister,  neither  did  it  enter 
my  heart  to  conceive  that  the  Qoverament  of  the 
United  States  was  to  receive  lessons  from  a  Span- 
iard upon  the  extent  of  its  Constitutional  powers. 
Yet,  sir,  so  it  is.  The  Spanish  Minister  has  first 
chosen  to  construe  into  an  order  what  he  was  ex- 
pressly told  was  not  an  order,  and  next  to  tell  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  this  order  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of 
this  country.  I  find, however,  that  there  are  even 
American  citizens  who  think  with  this  diplomatic 
expounder  of  our  laws,  that  the  President  in  no 
case  has  the  power  to  order  a  foreign  Minister  to 
depart  from  our  territories.  I  have  ny  self  always 
inclined  to  the  opinion,  that,  for  these  cases  of  per- 
sonal misconduct,  the  power  of  removal  was  given 
by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  though  iu»t  per- 
haps by  its  letter.  That  he  ougnt  to  possess  it,  is 
not  in  my  mind  a  subject  of  doubt  at  ail }  for,  cob« 
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sidering  the  nature  of  a  foreign  Minister's  privi- 
leges, and  the  danger  and  urgency  of.  the  cases 
therein  men  invested  with  that  character  raost 
frequently  abuse  them,  to  deny  the  President  the 
exercise  of  the  only  means  which  can  con  trol  them, 
is  to  deny  the  nation  itself  the  means  of  self- 
defence  in  the  most  perilous  extremities.  It  may 
be  asked  whether  this  argument  would  not  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  cases  in  which  I  deny  the 
President's  power  to  expel  a  foreign  'Minister,  and 
in  which  the  bill  does  not  propose  to  give  it?  To 
this,  I^nswer,  No.  In  every  possible  case  when 
a  pubirc  Minister  could  be  ordered  home  on  ac- 
count of  national  differences  Congress  must  be  in 
session,  or  oHist  be  summoned  for  that  purpose. 
Such  a  state  of  things  cannot  suddenly  arise.  It 
is  a  measure  never  to  be  resorted  to,  unless  with 
the  settled  determination  of  war;  and  its  exercise 
never  can  be  necessary  for  the  President,  to  the 
execution  of  his  Constitutional  powers. 

But  the  personal  misconduct  of  a  Minister  mby 
happen  at  any  time — when  Congress  js  not  in  ses- 
sion as  probably  as  when  it  is.  It  would  certainly 
happen  more  frequently  in  the  former  case  than 
in  the  latter,  if  during  the  recess  no  power  of  re- 
straint upon  him  could  be  used.  These  are  offences, 
the  detection  of  which  would  be  often  accidental, 
sudden,  unexpected — calling  for  the  instantaneous 
interposition  of  a  vigorous  arm  to  rescue  the  coun- 
try from  its  danger.  Suppose  a  conspiracy  like 
that  of  Tarquin^s  Ambassadors,  or  that  of  Cata- 
line  at  Rome — like  that  of  Bedmar  at  Venice — 
likethatof  Cellamarein  France:  To  say  that  the 
President  should  have  noweapon  of  defence  within 
his  reach  until  Congress  should  be  assembled, 
would  give  the  conspiring  Minister  the  power  to 
execute  at  full  leisure  such  orders  a«  Cellamare 
received  fom  Cardinal  Alberoni.and  enable  him. 
before  his  hand  could  be  arrested,  to  set  fire  to  aU 
the  mines.  It  in  therefore  as  clear  to  me  that  the 
President  ought  to  possess  the  power  of  expulsion 
far  persoiral  offences,  as  that  he  ought  not  to  pos- 
sess the  same  power  for  causes  of  national  con- 
troversy. And  if  the  Constitution  by  its  silence 
has  left  it  questionable,  it  seems  to  me  incumbent 
upon  Congres  to  remove  every  shadow  of  doubt 
from  the  case. 

Among  the  other  objections  which  I  have  heard 
alleged  against  any  Legislative  act  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  shall  now  notice  that  which  I  consider  as 
of  the  least  real  weight, and  that  is,  that  other  na- 
tions have  not  made  it  a  subject  of  legislation.  But 
other  nations  have  made  the  exemption  of  foreign 
Ministers  from  their  civil  jurisdiction  a  subject  of 
legislation,  as  appears  in  Martens,*    And  with 

*  The  exemption  of  foreign  Minister!  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  is  regulated  in  Holland  by  the 
ordinances  of  the  States  General  of  the  11th  August 
1676,  and  the  9th  September  1679;  and  of  the  SUtes 
of  Holland  of  the  8th  August  1659,  the  30th  July  and 
the  14th  August  1681.  (See  the  •*  Groot  Piaeaai  Baek" 
under  date  of  these  years.)  In  England,  by  act  of  Par- 
liament^lO  Ann,  chop.  7.  In  Portugal,  by  ordinance 
of  1748.— Jtfor/efM'  Summary,  book  8,  chap.  6,  mc.  3, 
noieh^ 


respect  to  the  crimif^al  jurisdictions  in  cases  of 
common  crimes,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  same 
Martens  says  the  English,  for  the  want  of  an  ex- 
press law  upon  the  subject,  have  departed  from 
the  usages  of  all  other  nations  in  this  particular, 
and  made  foreign  Ministersamenable  to  their  crim- 
inal jurisdiction.*  Now,  sir,  if  the  English  nation 
are  thus  charged  with  a  deviation  from  the  prac- 
tice of  all  other  civilized  nations,  because  they 
have  not  made  an  express  law  for  acceding  to  it, 
surely  no  exception  can  be  taken  against  as  for 
makmg  precisely  such  a  law  as  England  is  said 
to  want.  This,  law,  therefore,  instead  of  a  mark 
of  singularity,  must  be  regarded  as  a  test  of  con- 
formity. Instead  .of  throwing  us  into  a  corner 
with  the  solitary  exception,  it  introduces  us  into 
the  general  crrcle  of  nations.  It  is  not  in  sullea 
derogation,  but  in  explicit  affirmance  of  the  gen- 
eral usage.  It  is  no  variation  of  our  political  com- 
pass; it  is  only  the  steady  pointing  of  out  needle 
to  the  real  pole. 

But  a  still  more  conclusive  answer  to  this  ob- 
jection is,  that  other  nations  have  made  no  law 
upon  the  subject,  because,  conformably  to  their 
constitutions,  the  act  of  sending  home  a  foreign 
Minister  is  in  all  cases  an  Executive  act.  and  of 
course  an  act  requiring  no  Legislative  interposi- 
tion. I  have  already  shown,  sir,  that  by  our  Uon- 
stitution  it  must  in  some  cases  be  considered  as  a 
Legislative  act;  and  hence  arises  a  reason  pecu- 
liar to  ourselves  for  regulating  the  whole  subject 
by  Legislative  sanction — reserving  to  Congress 
the  power  to  exercise  it  when  it  becomes  equiva- 
lent to  s  declaration  of  war,  and  leaving  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  when  it  is,  upon  our  own 
principles,  an  act  purely  Executive. 

These,  sir,  are  the  considerations  deduced  from 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  from  our  own  Constitu- 
tion, upon  which  the  bill  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  its  original  shape.  The  amendinent 
reported  by  order  of  the  Committee  is  entirely  in 
the  spirit  of  the  bill,  and  only  specifies  the  precise 
mode  in  which  the  order  for  the  removal  of  a  crim- 
inal foreign  Minister  shall  be  executed.  This 
section  may  perhaps  be  deemed  expedient,  even  if 
it  should  be  concluded  that  the  abstract  power  is 
unquestionably  vested  in  the  President.  For.  even 
if  he  has  the  power  without*  the  legalized  organs 
of  carrying  it  into  effect,  as  to  all  purposesof  pub- 
lic benefit,  the  case  is  the  same  as  if  be  had  it  not. 
It  is,  on  this  supposition,  one  of  those  authorities 
which  require  an  organic  law  to  make  it  practi* 
cal.    Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  in  which  the 

*  In  the  practice  of  the  European  nations,  we  find, 
that  in  cases  of  private  crimes  committed  by  a  Minis- 
ter, it  is  thought  commonly  sufficient  to  demand  his 
recall.  Though  in  England  the  want  of  an  express  law 
seems  to  leave  Ministers  without  shelter  from  a  criminal 
prosecution.  In  the  case  of  State  crimes,  it  is  thought 
sufficient  to  seize  his  person  while  the  safety  of  the  Stste 
is  in  danger,  releasing  and  sending  him  home  sfter- 
warda.  Even  this  extremity  is  not  commonly  resorted 
to  if  the  danger  is  leas  imminent,  and  if  it  will  admit 
the  expedient  of  sending  away  the  Minister,  or  demand- 
ing his  recalls— ifarieiis'  Summary,  book  8,  eksm.  6, 
see.  189,  note  a. 
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CoostJtatioD  has  left  it  in  the  discretion  of  Con- 
^reas  (o  prescribe  the  manner  of  carrying  its  in- 
junctions into  effect.  The  very  first  law  in  your 
statute  book  is  an  example  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion. The  Constitution  had  enjoined  that  all  civil 
officers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
States  should  be  sworn  to  its  support,  but  had  not 
pariioularized  the  manner  of  administering  the 
oath ;  and  the  first  act  of  the  first  Congress,  under 
our  present  Constitution,  was  to  provide  the  ne- 
cessary regulation. 

It  may  oow  perhaps  be  expected,  sir,  that  I 
should  give  some  explanation  of  the  more  imthe- 
diate  circumstances  in  which  the  bill  oriffinated. 
And  here  i  am  sensible  that  I  tread  upon  delicate 
ground.  So  highly  honorable  and  ref  pec  table  is 
the  office  of  a  foreign  Minister,  that  to  treat  him 
with  disre.^pect  in  common  discourse,  and  still 
more  in  Legislative  deliberation,  would  be  with- 
out excuse,  were  his  own  conduct  altogether  un- 
exceptionable. Should  the  occasion  ever  happen 
that  a  foreign  Minister,  by  his  own  violation  of 
all  the  common  decencies  of  social  intercourse  to- 
wards the  Government  to  which  he  was  accred- 
ited, should  forfeit  every  right  to  personal  respect 
or  esteem,  still  I  hope,  sir,  1  should  not  foreet  the 
consideration  due  to  the  credentials  of  his  Sover- 
eiofn  ;  siill  I  should  thiok  myself  bound  to  observe 
all  that  moderation  of  expression  \^hich  can  be 
consistent  with  the  sentiments  of  indignation  in- 
Toluntarily  excited  in. my  breast  by  an  msull  upon 
the  Government  of  my  country.  ' 

Within  a  few  days  after  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress  was  made  public,  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  letter 
couched  in  terms  which  it  cannot  be  necessary  for 
me  to  particularize,  and  containing,  not  only  stric- 
tures of  the  roost  extraordinary  nature  upon  all 
the  parts  of  that  Message  respecting  Spain,  but 
complaints  no  less  extraordinary  at  what  it  did  not 
contain.  Consider  this  procedure  in  its  real  light, 
sir,  and  what  is  it?  A  foreijgn  Minister  takes  to 
ta^k  the  President  of  the  l^ited  States  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  executed  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  enjoined  upon  him  by  4he 
Constitution.  He  not  only  charges  him  with  mis- 
representation in  what  he  did  say,  but  he  presumes 
to  dictate  to  him  what  he  should  have  said.  I 
forbear  all  comment  upon  this  conduct  as  it  relates 
to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  I  ask  you,  sir, 
and  1  entreat  every  meniiber  of  this  Senate  to  ask 
himself,  What  is  its  tendency  as  it  rtflates  to  our 
country  1  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
makes  it  one  of  the  President's  most  solemn  du- 
ties to  communicate  to  Congress  correct  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  state  of  our  public  affairs.  In 
every  possible  case  of  disputes  and  controversies 
of  right  between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign 
nation,  the  Minister  of  that  nation  must  have  an 
interest — and  the  strongest  interest,  to  give  a  gloss 
and  coloring  to  the  objects  in  litigation — opposite 
to  the  interest  of  our  country,  n^  whenever  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  and 
solemn  responsibility  which  weighs  upon  every 
act  of  hia  official  duty,  gives  to  Congress  that  ac- 


count of  our  foreign  relations  which  is  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  adapt  their  measures  to  the  cir- 
cumstances for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union, 
a  foreign  Minister,  under  color  of  his  official  pri- 
vileges, is  to  contradict  every  part  of  his  state- 
ments, to  impeach  the  correctness  of  his  facts,  and 
to  chide  him  eve;n  for  his  omissions,  to  what  an 
abyss  of  abasement  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
Union  to  be  degraded!  The  freedom  which  a 
Spanish  Minister,  unreproved,  can  take  to-day,  a 
French  Ministerwouldclaimas  a  right  to-morrow, 
and  a  British  Minister  would  exercise  without  cer- 
emony the  next  day.  A  diplomatic  censorship 
would  be  established  over  the  Supreme  Executive 
of  this  nation,  and  the  P^e^ident  would  not  dare 
to  exhibit  to  Congress  the  statement  of  our  na- 
tional concerns,  without  previously  submitting  his 
Message  for  approbation  to  a  Cabinet  Council  of 
foreign  Ministers.  Under  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, the  speeches  of  the  Sovereign  to  his  Parlia- 
ment are  ail  settled. in  his  Privy  Council, and  the 
Royal  lips  are  understood  to  give  utterance  only 
to  the  words  of  the  Minister.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  by  the  forms  of  their  Constitution  the  Sov- 
ereign himself  is  above  all  responsibility,  and  the 
Minister  is  the  person  accountable  to  the  nation 
for  the  substance  of  the  discourse  delivered  by  his 
master.  In  their  practice,  therefore,  the  speech  is 
made  by  him  on  whom  the  responsibility  rests. 
But  if  this  new  assumption  of  the  Spani.Hh  Min- 
ister is  ^bmitted  to,  our  practice  will  be  an  im- 
provemeiit  on  the  British  theory  of  a  singular  cast 
mdeed ;  for,  while  the  responsibility  will  rest  upon 
the  President  who  delivers  the  Mes^age,  its  con- 
tents will  be  dictated  by  persons  not  only  loosed 
from  all  responsibility  to  our  country,  but  bound 
in  allegiance,  in  zeal,  in  diity,  to  the  very  Princes 
with  whom  we  have  to  contend.  The  same  con- 
trol which  by  this  measure  is  attempted  to  be 
usurped  over  the  acts  of  the  President  will  at  the 
next  step,  and  by  an  easy  tr^ansition,  be  extended 
to  the  Legislature;  and,  instead  of  parcelling  out 
the  Message  among  several  committees  for  their 
consideration,  we  shall  have  to  appoint  commit- 
tees upon  every  part  of  the  Message  relating  to 
any  foreign  Power  to  wait  upon  the  Minister  of 
that  Power,  and  inquire  what  it  is  the  pleasure  of 
his  master  that  we  should  do. 

That  such  is  the  inevitable  tendency  and  the 
real  intention  of  the  proceeding  will  appear,  not 
only  fi'om  a  due  consideration  of  the  act  itself,  but 
from  a  proper  estimate  of  its  avowed  motive,  and 
froni  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  same  Minis- 
ter. He  addressed  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asking  any  explana- 
tion— not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  any  satisfac- 
tion— not  for  any  of  the  usual  and  proper  purposes 
of  a  diplomatic  communication — but  (as  he  him- 
self declares)  for  our  Qovernment  to  publish,  with 
a  view  to  counteract  the  statements  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message.  It  was  a  challenge  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lists  of  a  pamphleteering  war 
against  him, for  the  instruction  of  the  American 
people  and  the  amusement  of  foreign  Courts;  and 
having  failed  in  this  laudable  project  he  addresses, 
after  the  expiration  of  forty  days,  a  circular  letter 
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to  the  oiher  foreign  Ministers  residing^  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  copies  of  his  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  if  these  foreign  Ministers  were 
the  regular  umpires  between  him  and  our  Gor- 
ernment.  Not  content  however  with  this  appeal, 
he  authorizes  them  to  give  copies  of  his  letters  to 
insure  that  publication  with  which  our  Gh^yern- 
ment  had  not  gratified  him,  and  calls  at  once  upon 
the  American  people,  and  upon  the  European 
Courts,  to  decide  between  the  President  and  him. 
Here  too,  sir,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  abstract  the  par- 
ticular instance  from  the  general  principle  of  this 
transaction.  The  same  act  which  under  one  set 
of  circumstances  can  only  excite  contempt,  under 
another  becomes  formidable  in  the  extreme.  Of 
the  newspaper  appeal  to  the  people  I  say  nothing. 
The  people  of  this  country  are  not  so  dull  of  un- 
derstanding or  so  depraved  in  vice  as  to  credit  the 
assertions  of  a  foreigner,  bound  by  no  tie  of  duty 
to  them — the  creature  and  agent  of  their  adver- 
sary— in  contradiction  to  those  of  their  own  officer, 
answerable  to  them  for  his  every  word,  and  sta- 
tioned at  the  post  of  their  highest  confidence.  But 
the  circular  to  the  other  foreign  Ministers  is  a 
species  of  appeal  hitherto  unprecedented  in  the 
United  States.  And  what  is  its  object  ?  The  in- 
formation of  their  Courts;  that  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Great  Britain  may  learn  from  him 
the  justice  and  generosity  of  his  master. 

It  is  probable  that  both  those  nations — the  ally 
and  the  enemy  of  Spain — have  much  better  ma- 
terials for  estimating  the  iustice  and  generosity 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty ;  but  what  have  they  to 
do  in  the  case?  By  an  anonymous  i^ewspaper 
publication,  the  idiom  of  which  discovers  its  origin, 
a  precedent  is  alleged  in  justification  of  this  extra- 
ordinary step,  and  the  reciprocal  communication 
of  diplomatic  memorials  concerning  the  affairs  of 
Holland  in  the  years  1786  and  1787,  between  the 
Ministers  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Prussia, 
at  the  Hague,  is  gravely  adduced  as  warranting 
this  innovation  of  the  Spanish  Minister  here. 
The  very  reference  to  that  time,  place,  and  occa- 
sion, would  of  itself  be  a  sufficient  indication  o( 
the  intent  at  this  time.  In  the  years  1786  and 
1787,  the  three  Powers  I  have  just  mentioned  un- 
dertook, between  them,  not  only  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  government  of  Holland,  but  to  regu- 
late and  control  it  according  to  a  plan  upon  which 
they  were  endeavoring  to  agree.  Their  Minis- 
ters, therefore,  very  naturally  communicated  to 
eacn  other  the  memorials  which'  they  presented  to 
the  Dutch  Govern  meut.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Two  of  those  three  Powers  fixed  between  them- 
selves the  doom  of  Holland — raised  a  tyrannical 
faction  upon  the  ruins  of  that  country's  freedom, 
and  marched  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  at  the  head 
of  thirty  thousand  men  into  Amsterdam,  to  con- 
vince the  Hollanders  of  the  King  of  Prussia's  ju«- 
iice  and  generosity* 

This,  sir,  is  the  precedent  called  to  our  recollec- 
tion fur  the  purpose  of  reconciling  us  to  the  hu- 
miliation of  our  condition.  We  are  patienilv  to 
behold  a  Spanish  Minister  insulting  the  President 
of  the  United  States — dictating  to  him  his  con- 
struction of  our  Constitution — calling  upon  other 


foreign  Ministers  to  countenance  his  presump- 
tion— and  eo trenching  himself  behind  the  exam- 
f^le  of  another  nation,  once  made  the  victim  of  a 
ike  usurpation !  The  resemblance  is  but  too  strong, 
and  will,  I  hope,  not  be  forgotten  by  us.  If  the 
constitutional  powers  of  a  Dutch  Stadtholder  were 
prcficribed  and  moulded  according  to  the  pleasure 
and  by  the  interference  of  foreign  Powers,  (as  un- 
doubtedly they  were,}  let  us  remember  the  fact 
with  a  determination  never  to  be  so  controlled 
ourselves.  It  is  held  up  to  us  as  an  example :  let 
us  take  it  as  warning. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Spanish 
Minister  have  been  all  in  tfie  same  spirit  with  that 
under  which  he  presumed  to  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lists  of  altercation  with  him  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  country.  They  manifea 
pretensions  to  which. we  ought  not  to  submit — 
which  we  ou^ht  vigorously  to  resist.  In  his  last 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  tells  him  that 
he  will  receive  no  orders  but  from  his  own  master. 
Now.  if  this  has  any  meaning,  it  must  be  to  deny 
the  United  States  the  right  oforderiog  him  away : 
that  is  one  of  the  most  iudisputable  rights  of  every 
Sovereisn  Power.  When  pretensions  so  desti- 
tute of  all  foundation  are  advanced,  it  becomes  us 
immediately  to  show  our  sense  oi  them:  not  to 
resist  ihem  might  be  construed  into  acquiescence. 
It  is  a  virtual  dereliction  of  our  rights  not  to  de- 
fend them  when  they  are  assailed. 

I  am  indeed  fully  sensible  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  I  have  proposed,  should  it  meet  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  will  not  be  retrospective — that 
to  what  has  passed  no  remedy  which  can  now  be 
provided  wiliappl^ — but  we  may  prevent  in  future 
occurrences  of  a  like  character,  and  of  much  more 
dangerous  consequence*  We  may  prevent  the 
spreading  of  an  evil  which  threatens  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation;  we  may  prevent  even  the 
repetition  of  insults  and  injuries,  which,  but  for 
the  want  of  the  regulations  now  proposed,  in  all 
probs  bili  t y  never  would  have  been  oiOfered.  In  my 
own  opinion,  the  necessity  for  some  Legislative 
provision  upon  this  subject  will  force  itself  upon 
this  Government  with  additional  pressure,  from 
vear  to  yw^  until  it  can  no  longer  be  resisted.  If 
ibreign  MInistersare  to  possess  in  the  United  Slates 
an  unbounded  independence  of  all  the  tribunals 
of  justice,  while  the  United  States  on  their  part 
are  to  be  deprived  of  the  ordinary  means  of  self- 
defence,  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  ail  other  Sov- 
ereigns, to  check  the  abuse  of  those  formidable 
privileges,  the  course  of  events  will,  in  my  belief, 
at  no  very  distant  day.  bring  Us  into  that  unhappy 
dilemma  which  will  leave  no  other  alternative 
than  to  infrinj^e  the  laws  of  nations  or  to  sacrifice 
our  Constitution — to  commit  violent  outrase  upon 
the  rights  of  others,  or  to  make  a  dastardly  sur- 
render of  our  own. 

Mr.  President  I  ask  jour  forgiveness,  and  that 
of  the  Senate,  for  having  trespassed  so  long  on 
vour  and  their  indulgence.  They  have  now  be- 
fore them  the  principles  and  the  motives  on  which 
the  bill  was  first  introduced:  it  is  for  them  to  de- 
termine on  their  justice  and  propriety.  Should 
they  think  that  my  feelings  or  prejudices  have 
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exag'^erated  the  e?!!  for  which  I  am  sincerely  seek- 
ing a  remedy,  or  that  the  remedv  itself  is  liable  to 
insuperable  objections,  they  will  at  once  dismiss 
the  subject  from  their  deliberations.  Should  they 
on  the  other  hand  consider  the  principle  of  m 
bill  as  admissible,  they  will  fashion  its  details  at 
their  pleasure.  To  their  decision,  whatever  it  may 
be,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit,  with  the  full  con- 
rietion  that  it  will  be  dictated  by  a  pure  and  en- 
lightened regard  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  our 
eoQDtry. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Tuesday,  March  4. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  Friday  last,  Mr. 
Logan  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  incorporate  a  National  Academy,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  second  day  of  December  last, 
the  bill^  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
tct,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Pro- 
Tiflces  of  Canada  and  r^ova  Scotia,"  made  re- 
port; which  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Harrison,  aj^ent  for  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Joaathan  Carver,  praying  for  the  recognition  of  an 
Indian  deed,  for  a  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's 
Falls,  on  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smitb  of  Vermont, 
Baldwin,  and  Smith  of  Ohio,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  13th  day  of  February  last, 

that  it  be 

Resobfed,  That,  from'and  after  the day  of 

next,  it  ihall  not  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United 
States  on  board  any  foreign  ship,  any  goods,  warea, 
or  merchandise,  other  than  such  as  are  the  growth,  pio- 
dace,  or  manufacture,  of  the  nation  to  which  such 
foreign  ship  shall  belong,  except  on  board  the  ships 
of  each  foreign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  into 
their  ports  of  goods,  although  they  are  not  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
ships  or  yessels  of  the  United  States. 

And  havine  adopted  the  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Adams,  and  Baluwin,  be  the  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  yesterday  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  to  extend 
JQrisdictioii  in  certain  cases  to  State  judges  and 
State  courts,"  made  report.    Whereupon, 

JRetolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendments  to  their  amendments. 
9th  Con.*  -6 


The  bill,  entitled  "An*  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary^  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  further 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur« 
rent  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. And,  on  the  question  to  amend  this  clause 
of  the  first  section :  'i  which  by  law  now  are.  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  made  current  as  monev  witnin 
the  United  States,"  so  as  xo  read,  "  whicn  by  law 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  current  or 
be  in  actual  use  and  circulation  as  money  witnia 
the  United  States:"  it  was  deterioined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 

Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Thniston,  Turner,  White,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Condit,  Gaillardy 
Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  and  Tracy. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  afllrmative — yeas  22,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs*  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gaillard,  Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Mefesrs.  Adams,  Condit,  Mitchill,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Reaolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^^An 
act  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  SniTRjOf  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  In- 
diana Territory  into  two  separate  governments. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
was  read  the  second  time. 


Weonebday,  March  5. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  28th  February,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BftAULEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  27th  of  February,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Denmark,  fur  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  theHenrick, 
and  her  cargo,"  reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lauds  within  the  same, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole « 
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aixl,  on  motioD,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lo- 
gan, MiTCHiLL,  and  Adams,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Asreeably  to  notice  given  vesterdav,  Mr.  Smith 
of  Ohio  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep- 
arate governments."  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  additional  fortifications  to  the  harbor  of  New 
York ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
of  this  report  was  postponed. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges 
and  immuhities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thcrsday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bill  to  incorporate 
a  National  Academy,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  iact  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  Government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments  report- 
ed by  the  select  committee  having  been  adopted, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 

f  rants  and  perfect  titles  to  certaiq  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  resolution  of  12ih  Feb- 
ruary on  the  subject,  reported  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 

A  Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  Jjre*,  That,  from  and  after  the day 

of  next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be 

imported  in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  into  the  United 
Statee,  or  the  territories  Uiereof,  other  than  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  nation  to  which  such  foreign  ship 
or  vessel  shall  belong,  upon  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture 
of  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  shall  be 
imported,  in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  hereof,  as  also  Of  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  which  they  sh^  be  imported,  and  of  all  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  apparel,  to  be  disposed  of  con- 
formably to  the  ninety-first  section  of  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one.  Provided  alwatfs,  That  this 
prohibition  shall  not  extend  to  die  ships  or  vessels  of 


any  foreign  nation,  which  admits  into  its  ports  the  im- 
portation, in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  not  being  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States :  And 
provided  <dao,  That  any  forfeiture  which  may  be  incur- 
red by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  to  provide  for  miti- 
gating or  remitting  the  foifoitures,  penalties,  and  disa- 
bilities, accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned, 
passed  third  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed 
eleventh  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Mr.  Worthington  submitted  the  foUowiog 
motion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration : 

Rewhed,  That,  in  order  better  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  a  tract  of  land,  not 
exceeding  in  any  case acres,  to  be  located  out  of 


a  tract  of  land  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  acres,  to 
be  surveyed  between  the  Achafalaya,  the  Red  river, 
and  a  meridian  line  passing  by  the  fort  at  Natchitoches, 
shall  be  given,  free  of  all  expenses,  other  than  those 
of  survey  expenses  and  ofilce  fees,  to  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
not  at  present  residing  either  in  said  Territory  or  in 

the  Mississippi  Territory,  who  shall,  before  the 

day  of  ■  next,  become  an  actual  settler  on  such 
tract,  and  shall  actually  improve,  and  continue  to  cul- 
tivate and  reside  on  the  same years  thereafter;  on 

condition,  that  such  actual  settler,  and  his  sons,  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  any  time  or  times,  during 

the  said  period  of years,  be  liable  to  be  called  into 

service  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Tcrritoriee  of  Or- 
leans and  Mississippi,  and  under  obligation,  during  the 
said  period,  to  continue  in  such  service  for  any  length 
of  time  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  motioti  made  on  the  27th  of  February,  for 

printing copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

United  States,  was  resumed  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
make  restitution  to  the  Government  of  Denmark 
for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  Danish 
briganline  called  the  Henrick,  and  her  car^,"  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais/' 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  progress, 
adjourned. 


Friday,  March  7. 

Ordered.  That  the  third  resolution,  reported  by 
the  committee  on  the  5th  February  last,  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  certain  goods,  ware^,  and 
merchandise,  fr^m  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act 
entitled  ^*An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments/'  was  read  the 
second  time. 
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Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  26ih  Febraarjr  iast,  the  bill, 
entitled  '^Ab  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
coocerniog  the  library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lan- 
dais,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State 
of  Tennessee  to  issue  mnts,  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands 
within  the  ^ame,  be  the  order  ot  the  day  for  Mon- 
day nexL 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
January  13, on  the  petitionsof  Benjamin  Hichborne 
and  others,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in  a 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
apd  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  Stales  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ; 
aad  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  presented  the  memorial  and 
representation  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  Connec- 
ticut district,  stating  that  he  made  considerable 
disbursements,  and  performed  various  services 
prior  and  subsequent  to  his  being  in  office,  whereby 
great  addition  of  revenue  accrued  to  the  United 
States,  and  praying  an  equitable  remuneration 
therefor ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  oCthe  Trea- 
sury to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  im- 
muniiies  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  the 
United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third  sections  of  the  bill.  Whereupon, 
a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and  on 
the  question  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative-^yeas  23,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

YiAs — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland, 
Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Samter,  Thruston,  and  White. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Mitchill,  Plumer,  Smith,  of 
New  York,  Tracy,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

And  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  21,  nays  9.  as  follows: 

VsAt — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Condit,GailUrd,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneasee,  Smith  of  Yer- 
laont,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  Thruston. 


Nats  —  Measra,  Adair,  Adams,  Mitchill,  Plnmer, 
Smith,  of  New  York,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and 
Worthington. 

And  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm* 
ative — yeas  27,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Meiers.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin* 
Bayard,.  Bradley,  Gondit,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse, 
Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Yermont, 
StonOi  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Mitchill,  Tracv,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  dtiter^ 
mined  in  the  negative — yeas  4,  nays  24,  as  f(^» 
lows: 

YiAS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  and 
Thrustpn. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  Gondit,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland, 
Kitchel,'Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Yermont,  Stone, 
Sumter,  Tracy,  Tdrner,  White,  and  Worthington. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 


Monoay,  March  10. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffith,  stating, 
that,  in  the  year  1797,  they,  with  divers  other 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  were  owners  of  the 
ship  New  Jersey  and  her  cargo,  in  a  joint  adven- 
ture from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  Canton,  in 
China.  That,  on  her  return  home,  the  said  ship 
and  cargo  were  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
and  condemned  in  Hispaniola  in  the  Island  of  St. 
Domingo.  From  which  decree  of  condemnation 
appeal  was  dulv  entered  ;  but  that,  in  prosecuting 
the  said  appeal,  their  hopes  of  restitution  **  were 
blighted  by  a  fatal  interposition  of  General  Arm- 
strong, ihe  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris;"  and  that  they  therefore  "confi- 
dently believe  that  they  shall  not  be  disappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  indemnity  from  the  vir* 
tuous  and  liberal  Government  which  employed 
him  ;"  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate,  from  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  a 
statement  of  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for  the  year 
1805 ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  February  last,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  American 
seamen,  reported,  as  their  opinion^  that  it  is  ad- 
visable to  postpone  to  the  next  session  of  Congress 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
afibrd  an  opportunity  for  further  negotiation  of  the 
subject ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  11th  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  toregulateand  fix  ihe  compensations 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,"  reported  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
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Mr.  Tract,  from  the  cDinmittee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  21st  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "Au  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
after  progress,  the  fltrther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed. 

BRITISH  AGGKE88I0NS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
third  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  on  the 
5th  of  February  last,  to  whom  was  referred  that 
part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates 
to  the  spoliations  of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — Mr.  President:  The  subject  now 
before  the  Seqate  is,  the  third  resolution  reported 
by  your  committee  on  that  part  of  the  Message 
which  relates  to  British  spoliation^.  The  first 
resolution  is  a  declaration  of  our  neutral  rights. 
and  has  passed  the  Senate  unanimously.  The 
second  requests  the  President  to  send  a  special 
mission  to  Great  Britain,  to  demand  restoration 
of  property  unlawfully  taken  from  our  merchants, 
and,  by  a  peaceful  arrangement,  to  adjust  all  dif- 
ferences subsisting  between  that  nation  and  the 
United  States.  The  third  is  now  before  us.  I 
will  take  leave  to  read  it. 

3.  Resolved,  Thai  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  tiie  fol- 
lowing goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  being  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof, 
that  is  to  say  .*  woollens,  linens,  hats,  naiU,  looking* 
glasses,  rum,  hardwares,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes, 
ribbons,  silks,  and  plated  and  glass  wares.    The  said 

prohibition  to  commence  from  the      ■    day  of , 

unless,  previously  thereto,  equitable  arrangements  shall 
be  made  between  the  two  Governments,  on  the  difier- 
ences  subsisting  between  them ;  and  to  continue  until 
such  arrangements  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

This  resolution  is  intended,  Mr.  President,  to 
afford  aid  to  the  negotiation  recommended  in  the 
second.  ^Without  this  aid,  or  something  similar,  I 
doubt  whether  Great  Britain  would  not  calculate, 
as  heretofore,  on  an  indecisive  character  in  our 
Government — on  its  indisposition  to  lend  any  aid 
or  protection  to  commerce ;  and  reasoning  thus, 
whether  her  Minister  might  not  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  he  could  proceed  in  safety  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  every  part  of  our  commerce  with  her  ene- 
mies and  their  dependencies.  This  measure,  Mr. 
President,  is  called  a  war  measure.  Is  it  so  ?  If 
it  is,  then  does  Great  Britain  maintain  a  constant 
war  measure  against  the  United  Slates,  for  she, 
at  at  all  times,  prohibits  the  importation,  into  her 
ports,  of  every  article  manufactured  within  our 
country.  She  even  prohibits  our  provisions  from 
being  consumed  in  her  kingdoms,  except  when 
her  wants  compel  her  to  admit  them.  If,  then, 
she  has  set  us  the  example,  and  has,  by  her  laws, 
prohibited  every  article  of  our  manufacture  from 
bein^f  admitted  into  her  kingdoms,  how  can  our 
prohibiting  a  part  of  her  manufactures  from  being 


imported  into  the  United  States,  be  considered  as 
a  war  measure  ?  This  measure  is  not  intended 
to  take  effect  immediately.  The  first  of  Novem- 
ber next  is  contemplated ;  which  will  give  full 
time  for  negotiation,  and  for  Gfeat  Britain  to  re* 
fleet  on  her  cruel  and  unprovoked  conduct  towards 
us — a  conduct  that  has  been  highlf  reprobated  in 
England — a  conduct,  that,  when  examined,  has 
but  too  much  the  appearance  of  a  determination 
to  benefit  by  the  plunder  of  oar  property,  without 
the  authority  of  law,  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
public  sanction  ffiven  to  our  neutral  trade  in  a 
correspondence  held  between  Lord  Hawkesbury 
and  Mr.  King,  in  1801. 

Some  gentlemen,  anxious  to  defeat  this  meas- 
ure, are  attempting  to  create  a  difference  between 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interest.  Such 
conduct  is  unworthy  of  the  statesman.  The  one 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  other.  I  will  not, 
Mr.  President,  discuss  a  subject  so  self-evident.  I 
will  only  remark,  that,  should  this  proposition 
prevail,  it  will  be  more  severely  felt  by  the  mer- 
chant than  the  farmer.  The  latter  can  live  within 
his  own  means ;  the  merchant  depends  upon  his 
commerce  for  support ;  and  on  this  ground,  I  had 
expected  that  the  opposition  would,  and  might, 
with  some  reason,  be  given.  I  believe,  however, 
that  the  merchants  of  our  country  will  never  be 
found  less  rekdy  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  general 
good,  than  their  fellow-citizens.  Gentlemen  call 
the  trade  pursued  by  our  merchants  a  carrying 
trade.  This  is  not  correct.  There  is  a  wide  dif^ 
ference  between  the  carrying  trade  and  our  neu- 
tral commerce.  The  carrying  trade  isL  when  ships 
are  employed  in  carrying,  for  a  freight,  the  prop- 
erty of  others.  In  this  trade  the  Dutch  were  en- 
gaged in  carrying  the  produce  of  the  French  col- 
onies to  the  mother  country,  in  1756,  on  account 
of  the  French  planter  and  merchant,  in  which 
they  were  certainly  sanctioned  by  their  existing 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  fully  stipulate 
their  right  to  be  carriers  in  such  case.  The  Brit- 
ish, however,  seized  their  ships.  The  neutral  tradc^ 
is  that  which  we  pursue,  to  wU :  our  shi^  are 
laden,  for  our  own  account,  in  the  French|  Span- 
ish, and  Dutch  colonies,  in  which  no  foreigner 
has  any  concern.  This  is  the  trade  which  we 
claim  as  a  right,  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace, 
when  permitted  by  the  nations  to  which  sucn  col- 
onies belong.  If  any  of  our  ships  are  found  carry- 
ing the  property  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
let  them  be  punished,  we  mean  not  to  defend 
them. 

A  firm  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  desirable  with  all  nations — with  none 
more  than  with  Great  Britain.  We  can  be  mu- 
tually useful  to  each  other.  Our  usefulness  to  her 
is  self-evident.  Her  friendship  to  us  would  tend 
greatly  to  our  happiness  and  peace  as  a  nation, 
and  could  in  no  manner  operate  to  her  injury.  A 
mutual  good  uoderstandins  appears  to  me  so  ne- 
cessary to  Great  Britain,  that  no  trifling  condd- 
eration  ought  to  induce  her  to  disturb  it.  Permit 
me  to  inquire  what  are  the  benefits  which  result 
to  that  nation  from  our  commerce?  I  have  before 
me  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury! 
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calculated  on  atn  average  of  three  years,  by  which 
I  obser7e  that  the  United  States  import  annually 
from  all  the  world,  to  the  amount  or  serentv-fivQ 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which  thirty-six  mlUions 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies ;  twenty-seven  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  thereof  being  actually  of  the  articles 
manufactored  in  Great  Britain.  Of  the  seventv- 
fire  millions,  (our  total  imports,)  twenty-eignt 
millions  are  articles  re-exported,  so  that  tne  true 
amount  of  importation,  for  our  own  consump- 
tion, can  only  be  estimated  at  forty-seven  millions. 
Of  this  forty-seven  millions  I  am  convinced^  from 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  at  least  thirty -millions 
Ire  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies, and  consumed  bv  our  citizens.  The  total 
amount  of  exports  of  tne  native  products  of  the 
United  States  is  near  forty  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  exported  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  dominions.  Out  of  this 
sum  not  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  can 
be  considered  as  a  r^ular  export  for  the  use  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  For  instance, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  states  the  value  of  to* 
bacco  exported  to  Great  Britain,  on  the  average 
of  three  years,  at  three  million  two  hundred 
aod  twenty  thousand  dollars,  when^  I  believe,  it 
will  be  admitted  that  not  more  than  fourteen  thou- 
nnd  hogsheads  are  estimated  as  her  annual  con- 
sumption. Ships  laden  with  tobacco,  although 
they  clear  out  for  England,  in  many  instances 
only  call  there  for  orders,  and  nroceed  to  the  ports 
on  the  continent  for  the  sale  of^ their  cargoes.  Pro- 
visions, which  can  only  be  admitted  into  Great 
Britain  in  times  of  real  scarcity^  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  an  export  to  her  wnich  may  at  all 
times  be  calcalated  upon.  Their  amount  in  the 
Secretary's  report,  is  stated  at  two  millions  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thouf^and.  On  this  subject  I 
will  make  one  other  observation.  It  is  this :  that 
our  exports  are  estimated  at  their  present  prices. 
On  a  return  of  peace  those  prices  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, whereas  the  price  of  the  goods  imported 
will  continue  at  least  as  high  as  they  now  are. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  I  believe  it 
correct,  it  will  appear  that  the  United  States  im- 
port from  Great  Britain  and  her  possessions,  near- 
ly one-half  the  amount  of  her  total  imports,  near 
two-thirds  of  all  that  we  import  for  our  own  use 
and  consumption,  and  that  Ureal  Britain  and  her 
dependencies  do  not  consume  of  our  products  more 
than  one-half  of  the  amount  of  what  we  import 
from  her.  By  the  same  report  it  will  be  seen 
that  Great  Britain  exports  to  the  United  States 
of  her  manufactures  twenty-seven  millions  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  consumes  only  nine 
millions  independentof  her  colonies;  and  deduct- 
ing, as  before  stated,  for  tobacco  not  used,  and 
provisions  only  admitted  in  times  of  scarcity.  To 
make  up  the  balance  which  we  are  thus  indebted 
to  Great  Britain,  our  merchants  are  compelled 
to  exercise  their  talents  and  their  enterprise  in 
seeking  other  markets ;  in  doing  which,  in  a  fair 
and  legal  manner,  and  as  sanctioned  by  Great 
Britain  in  1801,  their  ships  have  been  met  by  the 
British  cruisers^  carried  into  port  and  condemned. 


under  the  pretext  of  new  principles,  heretofore 
unknown  to  them.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  with 
all  their  industry  the  balance  of  trade  appears  by 
the  Secretary's  report  to  be  against  the  United 
States.  The  Secretary  has  assigned  sound  rea- 
sons to  show  how  this  deficiency  stated  by  him, 
of  seven  millions  against  the  United  States,  may 
be  accounted  for.  He  might  have  added,  that  the 
plunder  committed  on  us  by  the  belligerents  had 
essentially  contributed  to  create  that  bilance.  He 
might,  with  truth,  have  said,  that  the  seizure  and 
unlawful  condemnation  of  toe  ships  and  cargoes 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  Powers  at 
war,  bad  added  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars,  in 
the  three  years,  towards  creating  that  heavy  ap- 
parent balance  of  trade  against  our  country.  But 
for  those  depredations,  tbe  balance  would  certain- 
ly have  been  much  less.  But,  Mr.  President,  are 
tno5e  the  only  advantages  arising  from  our  trade 
to  Greait  Britain  ?  No,  sir ;  almost  all  our  money 
negotiations  go  through  her  merchants.  The 
proceeds  of  a  CTeat  part  of  the  cargoes  shipped 
from  the  United  States  to  other  countries  are  or- 
dered to  Great  Britain,  and  either  go  to  pay  our 
debts  there,  or  are  drawn  from  thence  by  bills  of 
exchange,  thus  giving  to  Great  Britain  a  great 
source  of  wealth  and  employment.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  are  in  truth  more  useful  to  her  than  if 
we  were  again  her  colonies,  for  she  enjoys  almost 
ail  the  benefits  resulting  from  our  commerce,  and 
incurs  no  expense  fn  our  protection.  From  Cock's 
statement^  it  appears  that  America  imports  from 
Great  Britain  one-quarter  of  the  manufactures 
which  she  exports.  For  all  these  advantages,  Mr. 
President;  and  surely  they  are  important,  what 
return  do  we  receive  7  We  ought  to  expect  that 
which  would  be  favorable.  We  receive  the  re- 
verse. How  Great  Britain  conducts  herself  to- 
wards us  shall  be  a  part  of  my  present  inquiry. 

Pending  the  last  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  the  latter  ordered  her  cruisers  to 
seize  all  goods,  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain, 
found  on  board  the  ships  of  neutrals.  Great  Bri- 
tain made  this  a  pretext  for  levying  a  convoy 
duty  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  one 
per  cent,  on  similar  goods  when  exported  to  the 
United  States.  We  aslted  not  their  convoy,  and 
seldom  accepted  it.  If  convoys  however  were 
given  and  accepted,  there  was  some  reason  why 
we  should  pay  double  as  much  as  was  paid  by  the 
Europeans,  because  the  voyage  was  twice  as  long. 
We  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  we  should  m 
relieved  from  this  imposition  on  a  peace.  We 
were  disappointed.  In  1802,  the  year  of  peace,  it 
was  changed  by  act  of  Parliament  from  a  convoy 
duty,  to  a  duty  of  exports,  and  thus  was  imnosed 
upon  us  without  any  assignable  reason 'double  the 
duty  payable  by  any  other  nation.  Great  Britain, 
finding  that  we  tamely  submitted  to  this  injury, 
did  in  1803,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  levy  a  new 
duty  on  exports,  in  which  she  imposed  on  her 
goods  exported  to  Europe  a  duty  of  one  per  cent., 
and  on  goods  exported  to  the  United  States  three 
per  cent.  By  the  first  act  we  are  charged  doable 
the  duty  paia  by  other  nations,  and  by  the  second 
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we  are  compelled  to  pay  three  times  the  amount 
of  duty  paid  by  other  Powers.  It  appears,  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  now  before  me, 
this  tax  raised  a  revenue  from  the  United  States 
of  $532,727.  I  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion 
that  it  amounted  to  a  much  greater  sum;  but  I 
had  calculated  that  the  duty  had  been  charged  on 
every  article  exported.  The  Secretary's  report 
says,  it  is  not,  and  yet  I  do  believe  that  our  mer- 
chants pay  on  the  amount  of  their  invoices.  On 
this  subject  I  may  be  mistaken,  and  therefore  take 
the  Secretary's  report  for  my  guide.  It  may  here 
be  proper  to  remark  that  Ireland  remonstrated 
against  this  export  duty,  and  it  was  immediately 
taken  off  her  linen.  Ireland  will  complain  loudly 
if  you  pass  this  resolution,  and  she  will  be  heard. 

On  whom,  Mr.  President,  does  this  half  million 
fall?  Not  on  the  merchant.  No,  sir ;  he  puts  it 
on  the  goods  and  adds  a  reasonable  profit  thereto. 
The  jpeople  of  the  United  States  are  thus  taxed  to 
an  amount  that  would  have  caused  a  revolt,  had 
Great  Britain  imposed  it  when  we  were  Colonies. 

Independent — we  fold  our  arms  and  tamely 
submit.  Had  no  new  grievances  occurred,  I  in- 
tended to  have  proposed,  at  this  session,  the  very 
measure  now  before  the  Senate,  and  therefore 
did  call  at  the  last  session  for  the  reports  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  which  I  have 
referred  to.  This  ua warrantable  conduct  I  had 
considered  of  itself  sufficient  to  induce  a  recrimi- 
sation,  similar  to  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration. But  to  this^  Great  Britain  has  added 
other  and  more  serious  injuries,  such  as  we  have 
declared  in  our  first  resolution  to  be  a  **  violation 
of  our  neutral  rights  and  an  encroachment  on  our 
national  independence."  She  has  assumed  the 
principle  that  neutrals  have  no  right  to  a  trade 
with  her  enemies  in  times  of  war,  not  permitted 
to  them  in  times  of  peace.  The  Senate  have 
unanimously  declared  that  this  principle  is  unjust 
and  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  have  there- 
fore no  occasion  to  ^o  into  the  consideration  of 
this  novel  doctrine ;  it  may  however  be  proper  to 
Etate  some  facts.  In  1801,  a  decision  was  had  in 
an  inferior  court,  bottomed  on  this  doctrine ;  an 
appeal  to  the  superior  court  brought  the  case  to 
the  knowledge  of  our  Minister,  Mr.  King ;  he  im- 
mediately remonstrated  against  it,  and  after  dis- 
cussion. It  was  admitted  that  it  was  not  lawful  to 
carry  the  doctrine  to  the  extent  claimed.  Such 
was  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  Great  Britain.  In  that  opinion  it  was  em- 
phatically stated  that  neutrals  were  authorized  to 
trade  freely  from  their  own  country  to  a  bellig- 
erent's colony,  (although  such  trade  was  not  per- 
mitted in  time  of  peace.)  and  from  such  colony 
back  to  such  neutral  country,  where  the  goods 
must  be  landed  and  the  duties  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  agreeably  to  law ;  that  this  act  neutralized 
the  property,  and  the  goods  might  be  re-shipped 
in  the  same  vessel  in  which  they  were  imported, 
or  in  any  other  ship,  to  any  country.  This  opin- 
ion of  tne  Attorney  General  was  considered  by 
the  merchanta  of  the  United  States  as  if  it  had 
been  the  act  of  a  convention  between  the  two 
nations.    It  was  their  polar  star,  by  which  they 


conducted  their  commerce  and  regulated  their 
conduct. 

A  year  of  peace,  1802,  ensued.  On  the  recom- 
mencement of  hostilities  in  1803,  orders  were  is- 
sued to  the  commanders  of  the  British  ships  of 
war,  varying  from  those  under  which  they  had 
acted  in  1801,  unknown  to  our  merchants — per- 
haps not  understood  by  the  officers  to  whom  they 
were  directed — and  not  put  in  execution  for  two 
years — which  authorized  the  capture  of  our  rear 
sels,  although  trading  in  exact  conformity  with 
the  opinion  of  the  British  Attorney  General,  de- 
livered in  1801,  and  under  the  sanction  whereof, 
our  ships  were,  as  was  conceived,  navigating  the 
sea^  in  perfect  security.  What  shall  we  call  such 
conduct?  May  we  not  say  that  it  was  conduct 
wholly  unworthy  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  ? 
Is  it  such  conduct  as  can  .be  approved  by  a  people 
so  just  as  the  people  of  Great  Britain  f  No  sir  I 
It  has  been  reprobated  in  England  in  terms  so 
strong,  and  language  so  just  and  proper,  that  it 
probably  alarmed  the  Gk>vernment.  The  book  I 
nold  in  my  hand,  called  ''  War  in  Disguise,"  was 
published  immediately — a  book,  Mr.  President, 
eminently  calculated  to  seduce  and  deceive  the 
good  people  of  Englaud — a  book  written  in  a  style 
so  seductive,  that  you  are  hurried  along,  and  have 
scarcely  time  to  examine  or  detect  the  misstate- 
ments It  contains.  It  addresses  itself  to  the  preju- 
dices and  feelings  of  the  English  nation,  and  may 
have  had  its  effect  there.  Nay,  even  here  I  find 
some  gentlemen  have  taken  for  truths,  assumed 
facts,  and  have  attended,  perhaps  too  much,  with- 
out examining  the  facts,  to  the  reasoning  adduced 
therefrom.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  the  American 
reader  has  full  warning,  for,  in  the  thirty-seventh 
page,  we  are  gravely  told,  that,  the  '^  frucal  citi- 
'  zens  of  America  make  molasses,  for  the  most 
^  part,  their  substitute  for  sugar,  and  have  learned. 
'  from  habit,  to  prefer  it  to  the  more  costly  arti- 
^  cle."  A  story  so  palpably  false  and  foolish,  ou^ht 
to  induce  the  reader  to  be  cautious  of  placing 
much  confidence  in  other  assertions  of  the  writer, 
especially  where  those  assertions  are  calculated  to 
injure  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  country. 
The  writer  appears  to  have  believed  that  our  rev- 
enue laws,  and  those  of  Great  Britain,  were  sim- 
ilar; and  ne  has  drawn  his  arguments,  of  course, 
from  false  premises.  In  page  fifty-nine,  he  says: 
*^  On  the  arrival  of  a  cargo  destined  for  exporta- 
'  tion,  they  were  allowed  to  land  the  goods,  and 
^  even  put  them  in  private  warehouses,  without 
'  paying  any  part  of^  the  duties,  and  without  any 
^  larther  trouble  than  that  of  giving  a  bond,  with 
'  condition,  that,  if  the  goods  should  not  be  re-ex- 
^  ported,  the  duties  should  be  paid."  Now,  sir, 
everybody  knows  this  to  be  misstated.  In  Eng- 
land the  merchant  can  enter  his  goods  for  export- 
ation, and  land  th^  same;  in  the  United  States 
he  cannot  If  landed  at  all,  they  must  pay,  or 
secure  the  payment  of,  the  duties,  in  the  same 
manner  as  all  importations  are  conducted.  There 
are  not  two  modes  of  entering  goods  that  are  to 
be  landed  in  the  United  States. 

In  page  sixty-one,  the  writer  in  the  case  of  the 
Essex,  Orne,  says :  '*  In  this  case  was  found  an 
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<  affidavit  of  the  owner  stating  that  the  goods  bad 
^  been  laden  on  board  from  stores  in  Salem,  and 
'  that  the  duties  were  paid,  or  secured,  according 
'  to  law.  Tet  it  afterwards  appeared,  on  bis  own 
'  admission,  that  he  had  only  given  the  usual  bond 
'  00  the  entry  of  the  cargo  from  Barcelona,  which, 
'  we  have  seen,  is  a  security  to  re-export,  rather 
^  than  to  pay  duties  on  the  cargo,  and  which  had 
'  aceordioely  been  cancelled  on  the  re-exporta- 
'  tioo."  No  sir !  we  hare  seen  no  such  tbinf.  No 
such  bond  could  be  taken  under  our  laws.  No  such 
bond,  I  will  Tenture  to  assert,  has  ever  been  taken, 
and  this  the  writer  might  have  known,  for  a  cer- 
tified extract  of  our  law,  on  that  particular  case, 
of  our  practice  under  the  law,  was  sent  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  Great  Britain,  to  meet 
this  very  case.  In  pase  sixty- two,  he  proceeds 
with  the  same  error,  thus:  ^  When  it  was  found 
'  that  the  duties  had  been  secured,  not  in  a  way 
^  applicable  to  goods  meant  to  be  sold  in  America, 
^  but  in  a  mode  devised  for  the  special  conveni- 
'  eoce  of  importers  intending  re-exportation,  the 
'  suspicion  tnat  the  claimant  originally  meant  to 
'  continue  the  voyage,  as  be  eventually  did,  was 
'  obviously  strengthened,  if  not  absolutely  con- 
'  firmed."  It  is  not  true,  Mr.  President,  that  any 
new  mode  had  been  devised  for  the  special  con- 
venience of  importers  intending  a  re-exportation. 
The  mode  practised  now,  is  the  same  that  has 
been  invariably  practised  in  the  custom-houses. 
I  never  have  known  any  other.  I  will  state  the 
practice,  under  the  laws,  for  the  information  of 
gentlemen  who  may  not  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  subject :  On  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  the  master 
presents  himself  at  the  custom-house,  and  deliv- 
ers to  the  collector  a  manifest  of  the  cargo.  In 
that  manifest,  if  the  cargo  is  intended  for  re-ex- 
portation, it  is  so  declared ;  in  which  case,  an  in- 
spector remains  on  board  such  vessel  until  she 
departs ;  no  part  of  the  cargo,  so  declared  for  ex- 
portation, can  be  landed ;  no  bond  for  duties  is 
taken,  nor  any  other  bond,  except  one  conditioned 
that  no  part  of  such  cargo  shall  be  landed  within 
the  United  States.  Few  vessels  make  use,  j[in 
times  of  war,)  of  this  privilege,  except  those  which 
come  from  a  neutral  country,  or  from  the  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain.  Those  merchants  who 
are  acquainted  .with  the  British  system,  and  whose 
vessels  arrive  in  our  ports  from  the  country  of  an 
enemy  of  Great  Britain,  always  discbarcre  their 
cargoes ;  secure,  or  pay  the  duty,  and  sell,  or  re- 
ship  the  same,  agreeably  to  our  laws.  Their  own 
interest  compels  them  to  it ;  for,  if  they  do  not 
discharge  such  cargoes,  they  cannot  procure  in- 
surance under  three,  four,  or  five  times  the  usual 
premium.  Of  course,  no  man  would  be  so  devoid 
of  common  sense  as  to  pay  thousands  of  dollars 
for  insurance,  when  the  same  number  of  hun- 
dreds would  pay  all  expenses  of  landing,  and  the 
transit  duty  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  duty  to  the  United  States.  It  is,  there- 
fore, idle  to  suppose,  (as  charged  by  this  writer, 
and  as  believed  by  the  ignorant,)  that  any  eva- 
sions in  this  way  would  be  attempted.  The  mer- 
chant understands  his  interest  too  well  to  commit 


such  an  act  of  folly.  I  think  it,  however,  not  im- 
probable that  a  few  vessels  that  had  sailed  in  the 
year  of  peace,  1802,  and  returned  in  1803,  might 
nave  proceeded  to  Europe  without  landing  their 
cargoes.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  a  cargo  ar« 
rives  which  is  intended  for  sale,  or  to  be  uinded 
for  any  other  purpose,  there  is  but  one  mode  of 
acting.  The  owner  enters  his  goods  at  the  cus- 
tom-house, and  gives  bond  with  sufficient  security, 
or  pays  the  duties  agreeably  to  law,  and  puts  the 
goods  into  bis  own  stores.  If  he  sells  them  to  a 
person  who  means  to  export,  or  intends  to  export 
then  himself,  a -declaration  thereof  is  made  at  the 
custom-house,  and  the  goods  are  shipped  under 
the  inspection  of  the  proper  officers^  When  on 
board,  the  owner  and  master  give  bond  that  such 
goods  shall  not  be  relanded  within  the  United 
States,  which  bond  h  cancelled  on.  certificates 
being  produced  from  our  consul,  at  the  port  of 
delivery,  that  such  cargo  has  been  landed  in  such 
port.  Deben  tures  for  drawback  of  duties  on  good* 
so  exported  ajre  granted  by  the  collector,  made  pay- 
able on  the  same  days  on  which  the  bonds  ffiven 
for  the  duty  inward  shall  become  due,  which  de- 
bentures are  transferable,  but  are  not  payable  until 
the  bonds  on  which  they  are  issued  shall  be  paid* 
This  has  been  our  uniform  law  and  practice,  and 
not  made,  for  a  convenience,  to  answer  present 
purposes.  The  writer  of  "War  in  Disguise,"  as 
already  observed,  has  taken  his  premises  from 
English  law,  and  not  from  our  la ws ;  he  has,  there- 
fore,^ reasoned  on  false  premiscss,  has  probably  de- 
ceived himself,  and  certainty  has  deceived  others* 
The  book,  Mr.  President,  is  filled  with  misstate- 
ments of  our  laws  and  practises  under  them ;  but 
I  cannot  presume  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate 
to  take  up  their  time  in  detecting  every  error* 
The  writer  has  assumed  for  fact,  tnat  there  must 
be  a  great  deal  of  Dutch,  French,  and  Spanish 
property  coUusively  covered  by  the  American 
merchants ;  for  he  says :  "  Where  can  America 
^  have  found  a  capital,  or  credit,  adequate  to  the 
'  vast  mago  itude  of  her  present  investments  ?  By 
^  what  means  could  these  new  merchants  of  the 
*  United  States  be  able  to  purchase  all  the  costly 
'  exports  of  the  Spanish  colonies  ?"  dbc.,  dbc.  Nay, 
Mr.  President,  I  have  heard  a  gentleman  in  anoth- 
er body  triumphantly  ask :  ^^  Where  have  these 
merchants  found  capital  to  carry  on  the  trade  of 
the  world?"  Mr.  President,  a  stranger  travellins^ 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  might  with  equal 
propriety  ask :  "  Whence  has  arisen  the  immense 
wealth  I  now  see  ?"  But  a  few  years  past,  and 
your  planters  were  not  more  rich  tnan  their  neigh- 
bors. Now  they  abound  in  wealth.  The  answer 
would  be  easy.  We  have  adopted  a  new  article 
of  agriculture;  our  climate  and  soil  is  found  proper 
for  cotton ;  we  cultivate  that  valuable  article,  and 
it  has  yielded  great  profit.  The  merchant  has  his 
answer  as  ready,  to  wit:  There  has  been  a  war  of 
more  than  twelve  years  in  Europe  ;  our  country 
has  been  neutral,  which  has  given  us  new  seas  to 
navigate,  and  new  sources  of  commerce  to  pur- 
sue. We  have  pursued  them  with  effect,  and  ot . 
capital  has  kept  pace  with  our  views,  thus  ex- 
tended by  our  peculiarly  fortunate  situation.   But, 
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sir,  how  is  our  commerce  carried  on  ?    Whence 
our  means  ?    It  is  conducted^  Mr.  President,  with 
few  exceptions,  not  more  than  a  drop  in  the  ocean, 
by  American  citizens,  for  their  account  only,  and 
not  on  account  of  foreigners.    In  addition  to  the 
capital  of  the  merchants,  there  is  a  bank  capital 
in  the  United  States  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  very  little  of  which  is  owned  by  the  active 
and  enterprising  merchants,  from  which  they  de- 
rive ^reat  advantages.    But,  sir,  this  trade  to  the 
Spanish  and  Freneh  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  Main,  is  carried  on  with  very   little 
American  capital.    The  Grerman  merchants  ex- 
port to  the  United  States  annually,  to  the  amount 
of  seven  millions,  in  {p;oods  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  trade  and  taste  of  the  colonies  ot  Spam  and 
France.    Those  goods  are  eenerally  sold  at  six 
months'  and  at  eight  montns'  credit.    Cargoes 
proper  for  those  markets  are  made  up  principally 
of  such  goods,  assorted  with  large  (quantities  of 
British  manufactures,  purchased  at  a  similar  cred- 
it ;  some  claret,  flour,  and  salted  provisions.    The 
returns  for  such  cargoes  are  made  in  sugar  and 
coffee,  which  may  fairly  be  expected  to  arrive  in 
three,  four,  or  five  months;  of  course  in  full  time 
to  meet  the  payment  of  the  goods  purchased  on  a 
credit.    It  will  be  seen,  Mr.  President,  by  this  view, 
and  it  is  correct,  that  the  West  India  trade  may  be, 
and  in  most  cases  actually  is,  carried  on,  with 
▼ery  little  of  the  active  capital  of  our  merchants. 
The  trade  to  the  Isle  of  France  is  carried  on  also, 
in  part,  by  a  credit  obtained  on  Enslish  goods, 
which  are  found  to  have  answered  tnat  market. 
I  have  known  one  car^o  go  to  that  island,  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  which  cost  in  London  £10,000, 
and  which  was  sold  immediately.    Cargoes  of 
such  goods,  assorted  with  flour,  salted  provision?, 
French  wines,  and  some  specie,  enable  your  mer- 
chants to  bring  back  cargoes  of  coffee  in  time  to 
meet  the  payment  of  goods  bought  on  credit,  and 
therefore  does  not  require  all  the  capital  that  might 
be  supposed  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  commerce.    The  trade  to  Batavia  is  parried 
on  with  British  eoods,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
obtained  also  on  long  credit ;  flour,  wines,  opium, 
bar-iron,  coal,  and  dollars.     This  trade,  which 
has  been  considerable,  does  require  active  capital, 
which  those  merchants  employed  in  it  are  well 
known  to  be  sufficiently  wealthy  to  supply.    I  do 
not  believe  that  one  dollar  of  Dutch,  Spanish,  or 
French  capital  is  employed  therein.    Our  com- 
merce to  Mocha,  Muscat,  China,  and  other  native 
countries  in  the  East,  requires  capital.    But,  Mr. 
President,  to  what  does  this  trade  amount,  for  the 
conducting  of  which,  it  is  asserted  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  American  merchants  cannot  find  cap- 
ital ?  Why,  sir,  only  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars 1   Let  gentlemen  judge  for  themselves.   I  pray 
them  to  look  at  the  Treasury  report.    It  will  be 
there  seen  that  our  exports  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  is  sixty-eight  millions ;  of  which  amount, 
twenty-eight  millions  only  are  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufiacture.     It  is  then  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  commerce  beyond  our  own  pro- 
duce and  consumption,  that  we  are  asked,  ^*  Where 
do  these  merchants  find  capital  to  carry  on  ?"  Gra- 


cious God  !    Mr.  President,  where  can  that  man 
have  lived  in  America  who  would  ask  such  a 
question  ?    Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  report  of 
the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  now  laid  on 
your  table;  thev  will  find  (with  a  small  addition 
for  unregisterba  vessels,  not  included.)  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  own  1,200,000  tons 
of  shipping.    Allow  each  ton  to  be  worth  fifty 
dollars,  (and  (his  is  less  than  the  value,)  and  the 
vessels  of  the  United  Slates  may  be  estimated  at 
sixty  millions  of  dollars.    Admit  that  each  owner 
has  only  capital  equal  to  the  value  of  his  ship, 
(and  surely  no  person  will  deny  us  this,)  and 
there  would  be  active  capital  in  the  hands  of  the 
American  ship-owners  alone,  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  export  trade  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  aid  of  the  fifty  mil- 
lions of  bank  capital,  or  the  other  facilities  that  I 
have  mentioned.    The  truth  is,  Mr.  President, 
that  where  there  is  collusive  trade,  it  will  be  found 
almost  invariably  to  be  for  the  account  of  British 
subjects,  and  not  for  the  account  of  their  enemies; 
but  unimportant  in  either  case — the  amount  not 
worth  mentioning.    The  charge  of  Americans 
covering  of  property  is  a  mere  pretext,  made  by 
the  British,  for  condemning  our  vessels.    From 
this  view  of  our  commerce,  it  will  be  seen  that 
our  merchants  vend  lar^e  quantities  of  the  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  to  her  enemies — I   be- 
lieve to  the  amount  of  four  millions — and  they 
receive  in  payment  coffee  and  sugar ;  that  in  the 
transportation  thereof  to  Europe,  to  raise   the 
means  to  pay  for  those  very  goocls,  she  authorizes 
the  seizure  thereof  by  her  cruisers,  and  thus  plun- 
ders our  merchants  whilst  in  a  trade  declared  fair 
and  lawful  by  her  own  Government  in  1801. 

Suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  we  should  submit 
to  this  new  principle  of  Great  Britain,  will  not 
France  assume  the  same  ?  It  must  certainly  be 
expected.  Great  Britain  does  not,  in  times  of 
peace,  permit  American  vessels  to  trade  to  her 
West  India  islands.  France  may  say,  as  Britain 
does :  "  Nor  will  I  permit  it  in  time  of  war  1^ 
What  would  be  the  consequence  t  We  should 
be  prevented  from  supplying  the  British  islands 
with  our  produce  to  the  annual  amount  of  six 
fnillions  of  dollars.  Great  Britain  would  lose  the 
sale  of  their  rum  to  us,  to  the  amount  of  $2,440,000, 
and  her  colonies  would  suffer  greatly  for  the  want 
of  a  regular  and  cheap  supply.  I  am  confident, 
sir,  that  Great  Britain  would  suffer  more,  were 
both  nations  to  enforce  this  new  principle,  than 
France.  The  latter  has  but  two  small  islands  to 
supply;  England  has  all  her  own  vast  posses- 
sions, and  all  the  important  Dutch  colonies,  which 
they  would  have  to  provide  for,  if  our  cheap  and 
easy  manner  of  supplying  them  was  prevented. 

But,  sir,  it  is  asked,  what  advantage  is  this  neu- 
tral trade  to  the  nation  ?  It  gives,  Mr.  President, 
employment  to  an  immense  number  of  vessels,  it 
employs  a  large  capital,  it  gives  wealth,  (of  course, 
strength,)  to  the  nation,  and  it  gives  f^50,000  of 
a  net  revenue  to  the  Treasury,  as  stated  by  the 
Secretary — being  the  only  part  of  our  revenue 
system  which  is  not  paid  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.    They  pay  no  part  thereof.    For 
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myself,  I  am  cod vi need  that  the  neutral  trade  of 
the  Uoited  States  pays  one  and  a  half  millions  in- 
to the  Treasury,  and  this,  I  rerily  believe,  will  be 
proved  by  the  difference  of  revenue  on  the  return 
of  peace,  when  other  nations  can  trade  as  well  as 
we  can. 

I  ha^e,  Mr.  President,  thus  taken  a  short  view 
of  the  injuries  offered  to  the  United  States  in  the 
Dojost  seizure  of  their  property  by  order  of  the 
GorerDment  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  higher  duties  on  ffoods  exported  by  her  to 
the  United  States  than  those  imposed  on  similar 
goods  exported  to  other  nations.  I  have  not  taken 
notice  of  the  outrageous  insults  committed  by  the 
officers  of  that  Government  on  our  national  inde- 
pendence, by  the  impressing  of  our  seamen  into 
their  navy,  because  that  subject  has  already  been 
ably  discussed  in  the  Senate  during  the  present 
session.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  observe, 
that  even  the  author  of  "  War  in  Disguise,"  (writ- 
ten, as  it  is  believed,  under  the  eye  of  the  British 
Minister,)  is  compelled  a^ain  to  nave  recourse  to 
British  law  to  palliate  this  violent  aggression  on 
the  liberty  of  our  citizens,  which  he  imposes  on 
the  English  for  the  law  of  the  United  States. 
Every  American  will  detect  the  error.  Speakine  of 
British  seamen  in  American  employ,  he  says  ** hut 
'  when  and  how  have  these  sailors  become  Ameri- 
'  cans  ?  By  engaging  in  her  service  during  the 
'  last  and  present  war,  and  sometimes  by  obtaining 
'  that  formal  naturalization,  which  is  gratuitously 
'  given,  after  they  have  sailed  two  years  from  an 
'American  port."  A  misstatement  so  ^ross,  so 
devoid  of  fact,  could  deceive  no  American ;  it 
might  an  English  reader;  for  "a  foreign  sailor 
'  serving  two  years  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 
'  becomes  from  that  service  a  denizen  of  Great 
'  Britain."  Not  so  in  the  United  States ;  a  for- 
eign sailor  can  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  no  other  way  than  any  other  alien  can. 
The  trouble  and  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  rights 
of  citizenship  is  such,  tnat  I  verily  believe  there 
never  has  been  ten  foreign  sailors  naturalized 
within  the  United  States.  I  do  not  mean  to  in- 
clude herein  such  foreigners  as  have  become  offi- 
cers in  our  merchant  or  naval  service. 

But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  does  Great  Britain 
pursue  a  system  apparently  so  injurious  to  her 
true  interest,  and  so  hostile  to  ours?  The  an- 
swer may  be  found,  Mr.  President,  in  the  same 
book,  page  71.  "  They  (Americans)  supplant  or 
'  rival  the  British  merchant  throughout  the  conti- 
'  nent  of  Europe,  and  in' all  the  markets  of  the 
'Mediterranean;  they  supplant  even  the  manu- 
'  factures  of  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  York- 
'  shire ;  for  the  looms  and  forges  of  Germany  are 
'  rivalling  us  by  the  ample  supplies  by  the  neutral 
'  (meaning  American)  flag  to  everypartof  theNew 
*  World."  Here,  Mr.  President,  is  shown  the  true 
cause  of  our  growing  prosperity.  Great  Britain 
looks  with  a  jealous,  envious  eye  at  our  increased 
and  increasing  commerce;  at  the  immense  com- 
mercial tonnage  of  the  United  States.  It  is  seen 
that  we  have  capital  equal  to  our  trade,  and  that 
we  bave  superior  enterprise,  and  intelligence  not 
inferior  to  their  merchants.    Yes,  sir,  we  do  sup- 


plant (not  rival)  the  British  merchant  every- 
where where  we  can  can  meet  him  on  equal  terms. 
Yes.  sir,  we  have  set  the  looms  of  Germany  to 
work,  and  with  their  labor  do  we  supply  the  New 
World.  Pass  this  resolution,  Mr.  President,  and 
the  looms  of  Germany  will  be  continued  in  motion 
after  a  peace.  Let  the  Irish  nation  consider  the 
effect.  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain 
look  well  to  the  consequence  of  our  once  being 
diverted  from  the  consumption  of  their  goods. 
We  may  never  again  return.  Let  the  West  India 
planter  look  to  our  consumption  of  his  rum  to  the 
amount,  annually,  of  $2,440,000,  and  let  him  re- 
collect that  French  brandy  will  answer  every 
purpose. 

Already,  Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  that  I 
have  taken  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  importance  of  the  subject,  will,  I  hope, 
induce  gentlemen  to  continue  their  further  atten- 
tion, whilst  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  oper- 
ation of  the  resolution  on  our  nation  as  well  as 
on  Great  Britain.  1  am  free  to  confess  that  this 
resolution  does  not  go  the  length  I  was  prepared 
to  fp\  however,  1  have  been  induced,  by  the  rea- 
soning of  gentlemen,  to  confine  the  prohibition  to 
such  goods  as  could  be  obtained  in  other  coun- 
tries, or  in  our  own,  on  terms  nearly  as  cheap  as 
those  we  now  get  them  at  from  Great  Britain. 
The  argument  used,  that  we  ought  to  -adopt  no 
system  that  we  could  not,  without  injury  to  our- 
selves, perpetually  maintain,  had  its  influence  on 
my  mind,  and  probably  will  bave  a  proper  effect 
on  Great  Britain.  It  ought  to  have,  for  she  well 
knows  the  difficulty  of  drawing  back  a  commerce 
after  it  has  taken  another  course. 

The  first  article  in  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  and  the  importation  whereof  from 
Great  Britain  is  proposed  to  be  prohibited,  is 

Woollens— On  this  article  I  shall  make  no  other 
remark  than  that  fine  cloths  can  be  procured  in 
France  as  cheajfas  they  can  now  be  purchased 
in  London.  Perhaps  gentlemen  may  not  be  wil- 
ling to  prohibit  the  importation  of  coarse  wool- 
lens; if  they  should  not,  I  will  not  oppose  their 
wishes ;  the  quantity  required  of  coarse  woollens 
could  not  easily,  I  believe,  be  procured  on  the 
continent.  In  many  of  the  States  the  wants  of 
the  people  would  be  supplied  by  their  own  in- 
dustry. 

Linens — This  important  article  can  be  procured 
in  Grermany  as  cheap  as  in  Ireland.  The  British 
Government,  it  is  true,  give  aid  to  that  manufac- 
ture by  a  bounty  on  export  of  one  penny  halfpen- 
ny sterling  for  every  yard  under  the  cost  of  eigh- 
teen pence  sterling,  which  make  them  come  on 
terms  something  better  to  the  consumer,  but  not 
much.  It  is  our  taste,  it  is  the  habit  we  have  been 
in,  of  wearing  Irish  linens,  that  induces  a  prefer- 
ence. Other  nations  prefer  German  linens.  So 
shall  we,  when,  by  this  resolution,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  make  use  of  them.  A  short  time  to 
make  the  trial,  and  our  taste  may  induce  a  con- 
tinuance even  aAer  just  arrangements  shall  be 
made  with  Great  Britain.  Already  a  preference 
is  given  to  German  fine  linens  by  tnose  who  weai 
them.    No  other  nation  except  the  British  and 
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American,  purchase  Irish  linens ;  all  others  prefer 
the  Grerman  and  French  linens.  If  you  pass  this 
resolution,  her  best  customer  is  lost  to  Ireland, 
perhaps  forever.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  recollect 
what  I  have  already  stated^  to  wit:  That  Ireland, 
sensible  that  the  four  per  cent,  export  duty  laid  on 
British  ^oods  to  the  United  States,  would  be  high- 
ly injurious  to  her,  remonstrated  against  it  as  de- 
structive of  their  interest,  as  an  inducement  which 
they  feared,  and  with  justice-,  would  divert  the 
Americans  from  the  use  of  their  linens.  What  was 
the  consequence  ?  An  immediate  repeal  of  that 
duty,  so  far  as  it  related  to  linens.  Will  their  re- 
monstrance be  less  strong  when  they  find  we  have 
prohibited  their  importation  altogether?  Will 
tfaev  be  less  heard  or  attended  to  ?  Tes,  sir,  they 
will  be  heard,  especially  when  they  can  say  that 
this  evil  is  brought  on  them  by  an  act  of  injus- 
tice on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  to- 
wards us ;  and  they  will  ably  contribute  their  aid  to 
obtain  for  us  justice,  agreeably  to  the  well  known 
laws  of  nations. 

Rum — This  expensive  and  destructive  article 
is  consumed  by  the  English  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  only.  If  the  West  India  plan- 
ters lose  our  custom,  they  cannot. find  purchasers 
elsewhere.  We  consume  of  that  article,  annually, 
to  the  amount  of  $2,444,000.  Thi;3  enables  the 
planter  to  pay  for  his  provisions  for  his  family 
and  his  slaves.  Cut  off  this  fund  from  him,  and 
he  will  severely  feel  the  loss.  I  consider  this  ar- 
ticle among  the  most  important  proposed ;  it  will 
cause  that  valuable  class  of  people,  the  British 
colonists,  to  inquire  into  the  cause ;  they  will  find 
that  we  have  been  cruelly  oppressed,  our  prop* 
erty  unjustly  seized,  and  they  will  join  their  com- 
plaints to  those  of  Ireland  ;  they  must  be  heard  ; 
yes,  Mr.  President,  they  will  be  heard,  when 
they  tell  the  Minister  that  French  brandy  will 
soon  supply  the  place  of  their  rum  ;  that  when 
the  Americans  have  once  taken  a  taste  for  French 
brandy,  they  never  may,  and  probably  never  will, 
return  to  the  use  of  their  rum.  But^  it  is  said,  that 
our  revenue  will  suffer  by  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation of  this  article.  Not  one  dollar,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. The  law  will  not  take  effect  until  Novem- 
ber, and  the  revenue  could  not  thereby  be  affected 
until  May,  1807,  when  the  last  bonds  for  duties 
thereon  would  become  due,  before  which  time 
brandies  from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  would  be 
imported  to  meet  th^  full  amount  of  auties  that 
might  have  been  raised  on  rum,  if  the  importa- 
tion had  continued.  The  brandy  of  France  and 
Italy  would  be  paid  for  by  our  tobacco,  flour,  and 
rice ;  that  of  Spain  by  the  two  latter  articles. 

Hardware — This  article,  as  suited  to  our  taste, 
we  can  procure  in  no  other  country  than  Great 
Britain.  It  was  supposed,  by  out  committee,  that 
there  were  sufficient  in  the  country  for  two  years' 
consumption — before  which  time  a  general  peace 
would  probably  be  made. 

Hats,  nails,  glassware,  boots  and  shoes,  can  be,  or 
already  are,  made  in  quantities  nearly  suiSicient  for 
our  own  consumption ;  with  this  encouragement 
our  own  manufacturers  will  be  found  equal  to  all 


our  wants.    Nay,  we  do  now  export  hats,  boots, 
and  shoes. 

Coal  and  slate  are  in  great  abundance  in  our 
own  country. 

Looking-glasses,  ribbons,  and  silks  of  all  kinds, 
can  be  obtamed  cheaper  in  France,  China,  and 
Italy,  than  in  England ;  yet,  such  has  been  our 
predilection  for  British  goods,  such  is  the  strength 
of  habit,  that  we  have,  notwithstanding,  gone  to 
England  for  those  goods.  This  resoTation  will 
break  the  charm,  and  we  shall  probably  never  re- 
turn there  for  such  goods. 

Salt — This  is  an  article  highly  important,  as  it 
respects  Great  Britain.  We  import  thereof  from 
her  dominions,  annually,  to  the  value  of  9462.392, 
being  2,111,401  bushels.  To  lose  our  custom  oa 
this  highly  invportant  article,  would  .be  severely 
felt  by  Great  Britain.  By  us  it  would  not  be  felt 
to  any  extent,  for  we  should  easily  replace  that 
quantity  from  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and  other  parts  of 
Spain,  with  salt,  as  I  am  informed  by  my  learned 
friend  from  New  York,  more  wholesome,  fnd 
certainly  much  better  for  all  purposes. 

Let  not  gentlemen  fear  a  loss  of  revenue.  I 
have  taken  a  view  of  that  subject,  and  am  confi- 
dent the  loss  will  be  trifling ;  it  will  never  be  felt. 
I  take  leave  to  bubmit  the  following  view  of  this 
subject: 

The  duty  paid  annually  on  the  following^  arti- 
cles imported  from  Greai  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies, are — 

Oh  linens $21,429 

Rum    --.--.-  1,100,000 

Salt 400,000 

Coal -        -  20,000 

Nails 70,000 

Boots  and  shoes 10,000 


Woollens  and  the  other  articles,  of  which 
the  precise  amount  of  duty  cannot 
be  obtained ;  I  presume  they  might 


1,621.429 


amount  to 


300,000 


1.921,429 


This  amount  may,  and  certainly  will,  be  met 

by  the  following  substitutes,  to  wit : 

Duty  on  linens  from  Germany    -        -     $21,429 

Duty  on  brandy  from  Spain,  France, 
and  Italy -  1,100,000 

Duty  on  salt  from  Portugal,  Spain,  Ita- 
ly, and  Cape  de  Verd  Islands    -        -     400,000 

Duty  on  silks,  fine  woollens,  ribbons, 
and  looking-glasses,  from  France,  Ita- 
ly, China,  and  Spain        ...      100.000 


Probable  loss  of  duties   • 


1,621.429 
300,000 

1,921,429 


If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  importation  of  coarse  woollens  and  hardwares 
shall  not  be  prohibited,  then  I  do  not  believe  there 
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will  be  one  dollar  loss  of  revenue,  if  the  resolu- 
tion should  pass. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  no  deficiency  can  be  felt  in 
any  case  prior  to  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1807, 
eren  if  a  total  prohibition  of  all  importations  was 
intended.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  attend  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  Spring  importation  will  arrive  in  a  few 
weeks;  of  course  no  effect  can  be  had  on  that..  The 
^oods  for  the  Autumn  are  now  preparing  in  Eng- 
land ;  they  will  come  at  the  usual  time ;  the  bonds 
taken  for  the  duties  thereon,  will  be  payable  in 
eight,  ten^  and  twelve  months;  of  course,  as  usual, 
in  the  months  of  June,  August,  and  October,  1807. 
Something  decisive  must  happpen  before  that  pe- 
riod ;  a  negotiation  will  certainly  commence,  and, 
if  gentlemen  choose,  a  power  may  be  given  in  the 
bill  to  the  President  to  suspend  its  operation,  if  it 
shall  appear  to  him  that  the  British  Govern ment 
are  disposed  to  enter  into  an  equitable  arrange- 
ment of  all  disputes  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President  (and  I 
hope  I  have  succeeded)  to  show  that  the  measure 
proposed  is  not  a  war  measure;  that  if  carried 
into  effect,  it  is  capable  of  materially  affecting  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  without  injuring  our- 
selves ;  that  our  revenue  will  not  be  affected 
thereby  to  any  considerable  amount ;  that  we 
have  justice  on  our  side ;  and  that  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  Unjust  and  cruel  towards 
the  United  States.  If  any  gentleman  should  still 
doubt  as  to  the  law  of  nations  being  against  the 
doctrine  of  Great  Britain  in  the  dispute  in  ques- 
tion, I  pray  him  to  read  the  book  laid  on  our  ta- 
ble, to  wit :  '^An  Examination  of  the  British  Doc- 
'  trine  which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade, 
*  not  open  in  time  of  peace."  A  book,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, written  to  the  understanding,  not  to  the  pas- 
sions, statinff  incontrovertible  facts,  on  which  to 
form  the  judgment ;  a  book  that  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  be  translated  into  the  languages  of  all  the 
maritime  Powers ;  and  will,  hereafter,  be  quoted 
as  containing  truths  that  may  be  relied  upon. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  further 
postponed. 


TuEsoAY,  March  11. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  read  the  second  tinoe. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  on 
the  4th  instant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refusees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia ;"  and  after  progress,  the  bill  was  commit- 
ted to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Tract,  and  Baldwin,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States ;"  and  the  bill  having  been  further 
amended, 


Remjltedy  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  territories  thereof," 
was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  'An  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  passed  the  21st  day  of  December, 
1804,  so  far  as  tne  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impoae  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports. 

Wbdnesdat,  March  12. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  on  the  6th  instant,  for  the  location  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  beeiven  as 
a  bounty  to  actual  settlers,  who  shall  be  liable  to 
be  called  into  service  for  the  defence  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Wor- 
THiNQTON,  Anderson,  Adair,  Bradley,  and 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  was  made, 

'*  l^hat  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join  with  sudi 
committee  as  the  House  of  R^resentatives  may  ap- 
point on  their  part,  to  consider  and  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present 


seasion. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  decUring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804, 
so  far  as  tne  same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports," 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the 
library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress ;" 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  r^ulate  and  ^x  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  of  tne  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

Thursday,  March  13. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
to  join  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives may  appoint  on  their  part,  to  consider 
and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
by  Congress  in  the  present  session ;  and  the  mo- 
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tion  having  been  adopted,  Messrs.  WoUthin gton 
and  Baldwin  were  appointed  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Andebson.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  10th  of  January  last,  the  mo- 
tion for  a  revision  of  the  rules  for  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate,  made  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same ;  and  having  amended  the  bill,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  House  accordingly^. 


Friday,  March  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disnosal  of  the  lands  of  the 
,  United  States  south  of  tne  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy ;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Russel;  a  captain  in  the  militia  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  stating  that  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed thence  to  the  Natchez,  in  the  year  1803 ;  and 
that,  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  he.  together  with 
the  company  under  his  command,  performed  di- 
vers mihtary  services;  and  that  he,  moreover,  in 
that  service,  made  considerable  pecuniary  ais- 
bursements,  for  all  which  he  prays  compensation ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the 
Qovernment  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  coa- 
demnation  of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the 
Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,".  was  read  the  third  time ;  and.  on 
motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "six,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  word  "three,"  thereby  to  re- 
dace  the  sum  proposed  for  his  relief  to  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  bv  one  of  the  majority,  it  was  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  and  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  six." 

On  motion,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  *^five," 
it  passed  in  tne  negative ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  "  four." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  afiirmative — yeas 
19,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messra.  Adahr,  Adtms,  Anderson,  Bayard, 
Condit,  Oilman,  Howlend,  Kitchel,  Maday,  MitchUl, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennea- 


see,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Thruston,  Tamer,  White, 
Worthington,  and  Wright. 

NATs—Mesars.  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gaillard,  Hill- 
house,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  YorL 
Sumter,  and  Tracy. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as 
amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled. ^An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass? 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  25,  nays  2,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayaid, 
Bradley,  Condit,  GaiUaid^  GUman,  HiUhouae,  How- 
land,  iUtchel,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  PidLeiing, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Worthington,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Stone  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  Resolved.  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  tnat  the  title  thereof  be,  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
ffrants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  xo  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same." 

The  bifljentitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty 
on  the  tonnaffe  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  postponed. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An*  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees 
of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  George- 
town." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


MoNOAT,  March  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  27th  of  February  last  on  the 
subject ;  and  resolved  that  two  hundred  copies  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
amendments  which  have  been  made  thereto,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
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informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendmeot  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,"  and  in- 
sist on  their  said  bill,  and  request  a  conference 
with  the  Senate  thereon,  and  have  appointed  man* 
agprs  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resoln- 
tion  of  the  Hoiis^  of  Representatives,  requesting 
a  conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

Resolved,  That  thev  agree  thereto,  and  that 
Messrs.  Bradl£Y  ana  Mitchill  be  managers 
thereof  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.    . 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI 

Mr.  BsADLfiY,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  16ih  of  January  last,  to  consider  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  Unked  States  of  the 
13th  of  January^  respecting  the  application  of 
Uamet  Caramalli,  made  the  following  report: 

The  ex-Bashaw  founds  his  claim  on  the  justice  of 
the  United  States,  from  his  serrices  and  suffering  in 
their  cause,  and  from  his  having  been  deceived  and 
amused  with  the  prospect  of  being  placed  on  his  throne, 
ta  legitimate  Sovereign  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently 
drawn  from  eligible  situations  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing made  the  dupe  and  instrument  of  policy,  and  finally 
ncrificed  to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  com- 
mittee, frt>m  a  full  investigation  of  the  documents  which 
haTe  been  laid  before  Congress,  with  other  evidence 
that  has  come  within  their  knowledge,  are  enabled  to 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  brief  statement  of  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions thereon. 

This  unfortunate  prince,  by  the  treason  and  perfidy 
of  his  brother,  the  reigning  Bashaw»  was  driven  from 
hia  throne,  an  exile,  to  the  Regency  of  Tunis ;  where 
the  agents  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
foond  him ;  and  as  early  as  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  one,  entered  into  a  convention  to  co-operate  with 
him,  the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  a  permanent 
peace  with  Tripoli,  to  place  the  ex-Bashaw*  on  his 
throne,  and  procure  indemnification  for  all  expense  in 
accomplishing  the  same.  This  agreement  was  renewed 
in  November  fallowing,  with  encouragement  that  the 
United  States  would  persevere,  until  they  had  efiEected 
the  object;  and  in  eighteen  hundred  and  two,  when 
the  reigning  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  the  ex- 
Bashaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  provinces  of  Dome 
and  Bengasi,  and  when  the  ex-Bashaw  was  on  the 
pomt  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  an  escort  furnished  him 
by  the  reigning  Bashaw,  the  agents  of  the  United  States 
prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  the  offer,  with  assurance 
that  the  United  States  would  effectually  co-operate,  and 
place  him  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli. 

The  same  engagements  were  renewed  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  three,  and  the  plan  of  co-operation  so  ar- 
ranged, that  the  ex-Bashaw,  by  his  own  exertions  and 
force,  took  possession  of  the  province  of  Deme ;  but  the 
American  sqnadron,  at  that  time  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Morris,  instead  of  improving  that  favor- 
able moment  to  co-operate  with  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  unfortunately  abandoned  the 
Barbary  coast,  and  left  the  ex-Bashaw  to  contend 
solely  with  all  the  force  of  the  reigning  Bashaw,  and 
who  in  consequence  was  obliged,  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  to  give  up  his  conquest 
^  Deme,  and  fly  from  the  fiuy  of  the  usurper  into 


EgypL  These  ^transactions  wese^  fium  time  to  time, 
not  only  communicated  by  our  agents  to  Government^ 
but  were  laid  before  Congress  in  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  in  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Mr* 
Baton,  Ute  Consul  at  Tunis,  which  committee  expressed 
their  decided  approbation  of  his  official  conduct,  and 
to  which  report  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

In  the  full  possession  of  the  knowledge  of  these  focts, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  despatched  Commodore  Barron,  with 
a  squadron,  into  the  Mediteiimnean,  and  in  his  instruc- 
tions submitted  to  his  entire  discretion  tiie  subject  of 
availing  himself  of  the  co-operation  of  the  ex-Bashaw, 
and  referring  him  to  Mr.  Eaton  as  an  agent  sent  out 
by  Government  for  that  purposK 

After  Commodore  Barron  had  arrived  on  the  station, 
in  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  he  despatched 
Mr.  Eaton  and  Captain  Hull  into  Egypt,  to  find  the 
ex-Bashaw,  with  instructions  to  assure  him  that  the 
Commodore  would  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
with  the  forces  under  his  command,  to  co-operate  with 
him  against  the  usurper,  his  brother,  and  to  establish 
him  in  the  Regency  of  Tripoti.  After  encountering 
many  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  ex-Bashaw  was 
found  in  Upper  Egypt  with  the  Mamelukes,  and 
commanding  the  Arabs;  the  same  assurances  were 
again  made  to  him,  and  a  convention  was  reduced  to 
writing,  the  stipulations  of  which  had  the  same  objects 
in  view ;  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  permanent  peace 
and  their  prisoners,  the  ex-Bashaw  to  obtain  his  tlurone. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  with  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  the  assurances  he  had  received  from  the  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  even  from  Commodore  Barron 
himself,  by  one  of  his  (the  Bashaw's)  secretaries,  whom 
he  had  sent  to  wait  on  the  Commodore  for  that  purpose, 
he  gave  up  his  prospects  in  Egypt,  abandoned  his 
property  in  that  country,  constituted  Mr.  Eaton  gen- 
eral and  commander-in-chief  of  his  forces,  and  with 
such  an  army  as  he  was  able  to  raise  and  support, 
marched  through  the  Lybian  desert,  suffering  every 
hardship  incident  to  such  a  perilous  undertaking ;  and 
with  his  army,  commanded  by  General  Eaton,  aided  by 
O'Bannon  and  Mann,  three  American  officers,  who 
shared  with  him  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  whose  names  their  country  will  forever  re- 
cord with  honor,  attacked  the  dty  of  Deme  in  the  Re- 
gency of  Tripoli,  on  the  twenky-ssTenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and,  after  a  well- 
fought  battle,  took  the  same ;  and  for  the  first  time 
planted  the  American  colors  on  the  ramparts  of  a  Tri- 
politan  fort.  And  in  several  battles  afterwards,  one  of 
which  he  fought  without  the  aid  of  the  Americansy 
(they  having  been  restrained  by  orders,  not  warranted  by 
any  policy,  issued  as  appears  by  Mr.  Lear,  the  Ameri- 
can Consul,)  defeated  the  army  of  the  usurper,  with 
great  slaughter,  maintained  his  conquest,  and,  without 
the  hasard  of  a  repulse,  would  have  marched  to  the 
throne  of  Tripoli,  had  he  been  supported  by  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and 
good  faith  he  had  a  right  to  expect  The  committee 
would  here  explicitly  declare,  that,  in  their  opinion,  no 
blame  ought  to  attach  to  Commodore  Banon.  A  wast- 
ing sickness,  and  a  consequent  mental  as  well  as  bodily 
debility,  had  rendered  him  totally  unable  to  exercise  the 
dutiea  of  commanding  the  squadron,  previously  to  this 
momentous  crisis,  and  from  which  he  has  never  re- 
covered ;  and  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the 
final  failure  of  the  plan  of  co-operation  which  appears 
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to  have  been  wisely  conceited  by  tiie  Government,  and 
hitherto  bravely  executed  by  its  officers. 

But,  however  unpleasant  the  task,  the  committee  are 
compelled,  by  the  obligations  of  truth  and  duty,  to  state 
further  that  Mr.  Lear,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  power 
of  negotiating  the  peace,  appears  to  have  gained  a  com- 
plete ascendency  over  the  Commodore,  thus  debilitated 
by  sickness ;  or  rather,  having  assumed  the  command 
in  the  name  of  the  Commodore,*  to  have  dictated  every 
measure ;  to  have  paralyzed  evey  military  operation  by 
sea  and  land ;  and  finally,  without  displaying  the  fleet 
or  squadron  before  Tripoli,  without  consulting  even  the 
safety  of  the  ex-Bashaw  or  his  army,  against  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  so  far  as  the  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  obtain  the  same,  and  of  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  (as  appears  from  Mr.  Lear's  letter  t  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Syracuse  harbor,  July 
6th,  1805,)  to  have  entered  into  a  convention  with  the 
reigning  Bashaw,  by  which,  contrary  to  his  instructions, 
he  stipulated  to  pay  him  sixty  Uiousand  dollars,  to 
abandon  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  to  withdraw  all  aid  and 
assistance  from  his  army.  And  although  a  stipulation 
was  made  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the  ex-Bashaw 
should  be  delivered  to  him  on  his  withdrawing  from 
the  territories  of  Tripoli,  yet  that  stipulation  has  not 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  it  is  highly  probable 
was  never  intended  to  be.  The  committee  forbear  to 
make  any  comment  on  the  impropriety  of  the  orders 
issued  to  General  Eaton  to  evacuate  Deme,  five  days 
previous  to  Mr.  Lear's  sailing  from  Malta  for  Tripoli, 
to  enter  on  his  negotiation ;  and  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion forbids  any  remarks  on  the  unworthy  attempt  to 
compel  the  ex-Bashaw  and  General  Eaton  to  give  up 
and  abandon  their  conquest,  by  withholding  supplies 
from  the  army  at  Deme,  eight  days  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation ;  nor  will  the  com- 
mittee condescend  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  pre- 
tended reasons,  assigned  by  Mr.  Lear,  to  palliate  his 
management  of  the  afl^rs  of  the  negotiation ;  such  as, 
the  danger  of  the  American  prisoners  in  Tripoli,  the 
unfitness  of  the  ships  for  service,  and  the  want  of  means 
to  prosecute  the  war ;  they  appear  to  the  committee  to 
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*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Dent 

It  is  generally  believed,  by  the  officers  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, that  Mr.  Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  over 
the  Commodore  in  all  his  measures  relative  to  the 
squadron ;  and  from  frequent  observations  of  Mr.  Lear's 
intimacy  with  the  Commodore,  during  his  debilitated 
state,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion. 

t  *'  I  must  here  pay  a  tributis  of  justice  to  Commodore 
Rodgers,  whose  conduct  during  the  negotiation  on 
board,  was  mixed  with  that  manly  firmness  and  evi- 
dent wish  to  continue  \he  war  if  it  oould  be  done  with 
propriety,  while  he  displayed  the  magnanimity  of  an 
American,  in  declaring  that  we  fought  not  for  conquest 
but  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and  national  dignity,  as 
fully  convinced  the  negotiators  that  we  did  not  ask,  but 
grant  peace. 

**  You  will  pardon  me  if  I  here  introduce  a  circum- 
stance evincive  of  the  spirit  of  our  countiymen.  At 
breakfast  this  morning.  Commodore  Rodgers  observed 
that  if  the  Bashaw  would  consent  to  deliver  up  our 
countrymen  without  making  peace,  he  would  engage  to 
give  him  two  hundred  thousand  instead  of  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  raise  the  dififerenoe  between  the  two 
sums  from  the  officers  of  the  navy,  who  he  was  po'fecUy 
assured,  would  contribute  to  it  with  the  highest  satis- 
fiiction." 


have  no  foundation  in  fact,  and  are  used  rather  as  a  veil 
to  cover  an  inglorious  deed,  than  solid  reasons  to  justify 
the  negotiator's  conduct  The  committee  are  free  to 
say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  wa^  in  the  power  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  force  then  employed,  and  a  small 
portion  of  the  sixty  thousand  dollars,  thus  improperiy 
expended,  to  have  placed  Hamet  Caramalli,  the  right- 
ful sovereign  of  Tripoli,  on  his  throne ;  to  have  obtained 
their  prisoners  in  perfect  safety,*  without  the  payment 
of  a  cent,  with  assurance,  and  probable  certainty,  of 
eventual  remuneration  for  all  expenses ;  and  to  have 
established  a  peace  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  that 
would  have  been  secure  and  permanent,  and  which 
would  have  dignified  the  name  and  character  of  the 
American  people. 

Whatever  Hamet,  the  ex-Bashaw,  may  have  said, 
in  his  letter  of  June  29th,  1806,  to  palliate  the  conduct 
which  first  abandoned  and  then  ruined  him,  tke  Sen- 
ate cannot  &il  to  discern  that  he  was  then  at  Syracuse, 
in  a  country  of  strangers  to  his  merits,  and  hostile  to 
his  nation  and  religion,  and  where  evezy  circumstance 
conspired  to  depress  him,  which,  together  with  the  fear 
of  starving,  left  him  scarcely  a  moral  agent 

Upon  these  fiicts,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  princi- 
ple of  duty  arising  out  of  them,  the  only  remuneration 
now  left  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  make,  the 
committee  herewith  present  a  bill  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  The  committee  are  confident  that  the 
Legislature  of  a  free  and  Christian  country,  can  never 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  a  Mahometan  to  say  that  they 
violate  their  faith,  or  withhold  the  operations  of  justice 
from  one  who  has  fidlen  a  victim  to  his  unbounded  con- 
fidence in  their  integrity  and  honor. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradlev,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli, 
ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  March  18. 

The  Vice  Pbesident  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore, as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  the  honor- 
able Samuel  Smith  was  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  tho  United  States  and  acquaint  him  that 
the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Pres* 
iDENT,  elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  pro  (empore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
munication to  the  House  ol  Representatives. 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  consideration,  which  were  read : 

"  Jtesolved  b^  the  Senale  and  Hou$e  of  Represent- 
tive9  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
semhkd.  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
patriotism,  intrepidity,  and  valor,  of  William  Eaton, 
late  General-in-Chief  of  the  army  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of 

*  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Commodore  Rodgers. 
'*  I  never  thought  the  prisoners  were  in  danger." 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Wormeley,  then  a 

prisoner  in  Tripoli. 
<^  I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be 
apprehended  for  our  lives,  even  if  General  Eaton  and 
Hamet  Bashaw  had  have  marched  under  the  walls  of 
TripoU." 
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Tripoli,  and  of  Frieitly  N.  O'Bannoii,  and  George 
Wasbiiigton  Mann,  three  American  officen,  who,  with 
a  small  number  of  American  marines  and  the  forces  of 
the  ex-Bashaw,  composed  of  Greeks  and  Arahs,  cour- 
■geoQsly  marched  through  the  Libyan  desert,  defeated 
the  Tripolitan  army  near  Deme,  and  took  that  city  on 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  and  for  the  first  time  spread  the  American  ea- 
gle in  Africa,  on  the  ramparts  of  a  Tripolitan  fort,  and 
thereby  contributed  to  release  three  hundred  American 
prisoners  from  bondage  in  Tripoli. 

**  Resolvedf  As  a  further  testimony  of  the  gratitude 
of  their  country,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  surveyed,  within  the  limits 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  now  open  for 
sale,  as  the  said  William  Eaton  shall  elect,  a  township 
of  six  miles  square,  to  be  called  Dcrne,  as  a  memorial 
of  the  oonqnest  of  that  city,  forever ;  and  to  cause  to 
be  laid  out,  surreyed,  and  granted,  to  the  said  William 
Eaton,  in  one  entire  tract,  within  the  said  township, 

thousand  acres;  and  to  Priestly  N.  0*Bannon 

and  George  Washington  Mann,  each thousand 

acres ;  and  to  Arthur  Campbell,  Bernard  O'Brian,  Ba- 
nd Thomas,  and  James  Owen,  the  only  surviving  ma- 
lines  who  served  as  volunteers  in  that  expedition,  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  each ;  to  be  granted  to  them» 
respectively,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever." 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  4th  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
tilled  ''Ad  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or 
acu  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt/'  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eraiLOD. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War,  dated  15th  of  January, 
1805,  respecting  the  rations  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tracy,  Bradley,  and 
Baldwin,  be  the  committee. 

Tbe  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and,  having  been  further  amended,  were  adopted 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  they  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the  Hen  rick, 
and  her  cargo." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  was  resumed, 
and  the  mrther  consideration  of  the  bill  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  the  31st  day  of 
March. 

The  bill^  entitled  *^An  act  to  incorporate  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  George- 
town," was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  the  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  10,  as  follows : 


Ybas — Messrs.  Adsms,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Gilman, 
Hillhouse,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stone,  Thruston, 
Tracy,  White,  and  Wright 

NjiTS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Kitchel, 
Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Ver> 
mont,  Sumter,  and  Tillrner. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 


WEnNESDAY,  March  19. 

The  Senate  were  informed  that  James  Jack* 
SON,  one  of  their  members,  from  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, had  deceased  the  last  night,  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  James 
Jackson,  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend  the 
same;  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and, 

Ordered,  That  this  committee  consist  of  Messrs. 
ANDERsbN,  Sumter,  and  Wriobt. 

Resolved^  unanimously,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  James 
Jackson,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will 
go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual 
mode,  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  20. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  James  Jackson,  Esquire,  late  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  They  have  also 
determined  to  wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm,  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  that  distinguished  Rev- 
olutionarv  patriot. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  united  States  .- 

It  was  reasonably  expected  that,  while  the  limits 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  Spain 
were  unsettled,  neither  party  would  have  innoTated  on 
the  existing  state  of  their  respective  positions.  Some 
time  since,  however,  we  learnt  that  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities were  advancing  into  the  disputed  country  to 
occupy  new  poets  and  make  new  settlements.  Un- 
willing to  take  any  measures  which  might  preclude  a 
peaceable  accommodation  of  differences,  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  were  ordered  to  confine  themselves 
within  the  country  on  this  side  of  the  Sabine  river; 
which,  by  delivery  of  its  principal  post,  Natchitoches, 
was  understood  to  have  been  itself  delivered  up  by 
Spain ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  permit  no  adverse 
post  to  be  taken,  nor  armed  men  to  remain  within  it. 
In  consequence  of  these  orders,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  Natchitoches  learning  that  a  party  of  Spanish 
troops  had  crossed  the  Sabine  river,  and  were  posting 
themselves  on  this  side  the  Adais,  sent  a  detachment 
of  his  force  to  require  them  to  withdraw  to  the  other 
side  of  the  Sabine,  which  they  accordingly  did. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress the  letter  detailing  this  incident,  that  they  may 
fully  understand  the  state  of  things  in  that  quarter,  and 


191 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


192 


Sbnate. 


Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal. 


March.  1806. 


be  enabled  to  make  snch  providon  for  its  security  as, 
in  their  wiedom,  they  ihiil  deem  sufficient 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Maacb  19,  1806. 

The  Message  and  mpers  accompanying  it  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Friday,  March  21. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli)  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Trijioli,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  tlie  amendments  reported 
on  the  18th  instant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize 
the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment of  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  and  amendments  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Tract,  and  Wor- 
THiNOTon,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  WoHTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  12th  in- 
stant, reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  the 
defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleaus,  and  for  the 
disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  therein;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolutions  proposed  on  the  17th  inst.  rela- 
tive to  William  Eaton,  late  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  other  American 
officers  therein  mentioned,  were  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Wright, 
and  Stone,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  rules  for  con- 
ducting business  in  the  Senate  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  further  amendment  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  enabling  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Gh}v- 
ernment  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  briffantine  called  the  Hen- 
rick,  and  her  cargo ;"  ana,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
"A  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and  benev- 
olent attentions  manifested  by  His  Danish  Majes- 
ty's Consul,  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bain- 
bridge^is  officers,  and  crew,  during  their  captiv- 
ity in  Tripoli  :^  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  au- 
thorizing the  erection  of  a  bridee  over  the  river 
Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  in 
which  resolution  and  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  proposed  22d  January  last,  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives."  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 

Removed,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1804,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports." 

Resolvedf  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  ^Act  reeulatiiig  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of.  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  13ih  of  February  last,  on  sundry 
petitions  for  extending  the  times  of  payment  of 
the  purchase  money  for  certain  public  fands,  re- 
ported that,  upon  recurrence  to  tne  Treasury  De- 
partment, they  find  but  eight  persons,  of  all  those 
subscribers,  owe  money  to  the  United  States  for 
lands ;  and,  as  an  innovation  upon  the  system  of 
sales  of  lands  will  probably  be  attended  with 
many  evils,  and  so  ffreat  a  proportion  of  the  peti- 
tioners are  not  purchasers,  and  can  add  no  weight 
to  the  application,  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  within  the  State 
of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  January  last,  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

That  it  appears  that  a  company  has  been  incorpo- 
rated and  established  by  the  concurrent  acts  of  the 
Legislatures  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Mazy  land, 
for  the  purpooe  of  cutting  a  canal  across  the  isthmus 
separating  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
bays.  The  capital  of  the  company  consists  of  two 
thousand  six  hundred  shares,  and  $300  constitute  a 
share.  The  sum,  of  consequence,  contemplated  to 
complete  this  work,  is  $520,000.  Of  this  sum  nearly 
$400,000  have  been  subscribed  by  individuals,  and  be* 
tween  five  and  six  hundred  shares  remain  unsubscribed 
for. 

The  site  of  the  canal  has  been  fixed,  and  its  embou- 
chures established  at  Welch  Point,  on  the  Elk  river, 
and  McndenhalPs  ferry,  on  Christiana  creek.  It  is 
intended  to  furnish  a  navigation  to  vessels  drawing 
upwards  of  seven  feet  water.  The  work  has  been 
commenced,  and  a  canal  to  supply  the  necessary 
water  to  the  main  canal  has  been  opened  from  the 
head  waters  of  the   Elk  river,  nearly  to  the  line 
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of  the  roate  of  the  grand  canal.  This  canal  of  sup- 
ply commiuiicates  with  pqpalous  and  productive 
tract«of  country  in  the  three  States  of  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland,  and  is  calculated  for  barge 
navigation. 

The  length  of  the  main  canal,  as  the  route  has  been 
established,  is  twenty-one  miles,  and  the  expense  of 
catting  it  is  estimated  at  $25,(ft)0  a  mile. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  work  design- 
ed to  be  accomplished  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company  is  one  of  great  interest  and  im- 
portance, not  only  t<»  the  three  States  whose  laws  have 
incorporated  the  company,  bat  generally  to  the  United 
States.  By  opening  the  proposed  communication  be- 
tween the  two  -bays,  a  safe  inland  navigation  of  twen- 
tj-one  miles  supplies  the  place  of  a  circuitous  and  an 
exposed  navigation  of  five  hundred.  The  large  triicts 
of  country  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, and  New  Jerseyj  connectCKl  with  the  waters  of 
the  bays,  will  be  furnished  with  a  safe  water  communica- 
tion, and  will  immediately  feel  the  g^eat  benefit  of  the 
work.  In  the  event  of  a  war,  the  facility,  celerity,  safety, 
and  cheapness  in  the  transportation  of  troops  and  ord- 
nance and  military  stores,  from  remote  parts  of  the 
United  States,  present  an  object  at  once  of  suflicient 
magnitude  to  interest  the  General  Government  in  the 
undertaking.  The  importance,  however,  of  the  pro- 
posed canal,  though  great  in  itself,  is  not  justly  appre- 
dated  by  considering  it  as  a  separate  work ;  it  must  be 
viewed  as  the  basis  of  a  vast  scheme  of  interior  navi- 
gation, connecting  the  waters  of  the  lake^  with  those 
of  the  most  Southern  States ;  a  plan  certainly  within 
the  compass  of  industry  and  art ;  and,  if  beyond  the 
present  means,  unquestionably  within  the  growing  re- 
sources of  the  country. 

The  following  statement  and  illustration  of  the  plan 
&e  committee  have  extracted  from  the  memorial,  fur- 
nishing a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  well  deserving 
&e  serious  consideration  of  the  Senate : 

'^  It  is  easy,  however,  to  see,  by  examining  any  map 
of  the  United  Statea,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  further.  To  the  southward,  the  canal  through 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  nbw  in  execution,  will  open  the 
oommunicatton  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence  through  the  inlets  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward,  a  communication  is  now 
nearly  opened  from  Albany,  up  thb  Mohawk  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario  and  all  the  upper  lakes ;  if  a  nmilar  one 
be  made  from  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  it  will 
extend  the  navigation  to  Quebec  And  to  the  east- 
ward, if  the  pass  from  Bu2zard*s  to  Boston  Bay  be 
opened,  which  has  been  contemplated,  it  will  in  like 
manner  extend  it  to  Boston  and  all  the  coast  of  Mas- 
lachosetts.  Thos,  with  opening  only  a  few  short  passes, 
of  whioh  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  is  the 
great  and  preliminary  one,  a  communication  may  be 
Dude,  neariy  iiree  from  all  the  dangers  of  the  oce^n, 
along  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  States." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  among  the 
fint  duties  of  Government  to  promote  public  improve- 
ments of  a  genera]  nature.  No  woik  deserves  the 
character  of  pablic  improvements  more  than  canals. 
The  one  proposed  by  &e  memorialists  is  of  the  fint 
magnitude  and  importance ;  it,  therefore,  well  deserves 
^  assistance  and  encooragement  of  the  Government. 
Considering  that  a  large  capital  has  been  subscribed ; 
tlttt  an  expensive  part  of  the  work  is  nearly  completed; 
^t,  probably,  without  the  countenance  and  aid  of 
Government,  tiie  work  wtill  cease,  to  the  loss  of  a  num- 
^  of  public  spirited  individuals,  and  the  destraction 
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of  a  great  public  improvement,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  aid  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  memo- 
rialists. 

If  it  be  inconvenient  at  this  moment  to  spare  the 
money  from  the  Treasury,  the  United  States  have  it  in 
their  power  to  contribute  the  assistance  prayed  for  by 
a  grant  of  land.  The  grant  may  be  either  gratuitous, 
or  the  company  enjoined  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to  credit 
the  United  States  with  shares  of  stock  equal  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  land,  at  the  established  rate  of  $200 
for  each  share.  The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  Thiit acres  of  land  be  granted  to  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  upon  their 
giving  bond,  conditioned  to  transfer  to  the  United 
States  a  number  of  the  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of 
said  company,  at  the  rate  of  $200  a  share,  equal  to 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  granted  to  them;  and 

conditioned  to  sell  the  said  land  within years,  and 

to  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  true  ac- 
count of  the  sales. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
.  pany,  respectfully  showeth : 

That,  by  sundry  acts  of  the  several  Legislatures  of 
the  States  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania, 
passed  in  the  years  1799,  1801,  and  1602,  a  company 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  naviga- 
ble canal  over  the  important  isthmus  which  separates 
the  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  ;  in  pursuance 
of  which  acts,  a  large  number  of  subscriptions  were 
made  by  divers  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
Board  of  President  and  Directors  duly  islected  for  car^ 
rying  the  execution  of  the  said  canal  into  efiect. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  their  appointment,  the  said 
President  and  Directors  procured  able  engineers  and 
other  persons  well  qualified  to  make  the  necessary  sur- 
veys of  the  ground  and  waters  across*  the  aforesaid 
isthmus ;  and,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  fixed 
upon  a  route  or  position  for  the  said  canal,  calculated 
in  every  respect  to  secure  the  great  and  important  pur- 
pose of  an  uninterrupted  navigation ;  since  which,  ihej 
have  steadily  pursued  the  execution  of  the  said  work, 
and  made  considerable  progress  therein. 

Your  memorialists^  however,  have  already  experien- 
ced that  a  public  work  of  such  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, and  of  a  kind  nearly  new  in  the  United  States, 
requires  not  only  more  extensive  funds,  but  a  greater 
portion  of  fortitude  and  perseverance  than  the  individ- 
uals who  are  embarked  in  it  can  be  supposed  to  pos- 
sess, and  demands  for  its  support  the  aid  and  counte- 
nance of  the  public 

They  are,  therefore,  at  once  compelled  and  embold- 
ened to  apply  for  that  aid  and  countenance  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  United  States;  and  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  mention  to  Congress  the  fiicts  and  reasons 
which  appear  to  them  such  as  highly  to  merit  the  atten- 
tion and  interest  of  your  honorable  House. 

The  'general  utility  of  those  public  improvements 
which  rank  themselves  under  the  head  of  political 
economy,  and  particularly  those  of  roads  and  canals, 
have  been  so  universally  acknowledged,  and  they  have 
become  so  much  the  objects  of  enoouragement  to  the 
Governments  of  all  free  and  enlightened  nations,  that, 
at  this  period,  they  require  no  argument  in  their  sup- 
port ;  but  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  few  of  the  great  efiects  which  are 
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known  to  have  been  produced  by  them,  and  particularly 
to  the  immense  wealth,  power,  and  resources  which 
they  have  given  to  the  English  nation  ;  to  the  powerful 
rivalship  and  zeal  for  imitation  which  the  success  of 
them  there  has  created  in  other  nations ;  to  the  unceas- 
ing attention  which  is  bestowed  ugon  them  throughout 
Europe ;  and  to  the  conviction  which  exists  in  every 
country  there,  that,  without  an  attention  to  these  ob- 
jects, the  nation  who  neglects  them  must  not  only 
cease  to  increase  in  its  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
manufacturing  importance,  but  must  sink  below  the 
level  of  its  neighbors  in  its  political  consequence. 

Your  memorialists  apprehend,  that  if  ever  any  conn- 
try  or  period  of  time  was  more  particularly  interested 
or  proper  for  the  zealous  encouragement  of  these  works, 
it  is  the  United  States  in  its  present  situation,  and  at 
the  present  period. 

The  immense  public  wealth  and  private  happiness 
which  agriculture  has  already  introduced ;  the  vast  ex- 
tent to  which  this  happiness  and  wealth  may  be  car- 
ried ;  the  progress  whicn  our  manufactures  have  already 
made,  and  the  struggles  they  are  yet  making  to  advance 
to  maturity ;  the  resources  which  our  commerce  has 
given  us,  and  the  rapid  increase  it  experiences  as  fast 
as  means  can  be  furnished  to  supply  it — all  prove  the 
unbounded  spirit  and  energy  of  our  citizens  in  every- 
thing which  can  promote  the  private  or  public  good ; 
and  that  it  is  only  from  the  want  of  population  that 
spirit  and  energy  are  repressed.  .  Whatever,  therefore, 
can  tend  to  increase  that  population,  or  whatever  arts 
and  improvements  can  supply  its  place,  and  assist  the 
productions  of  labor,  are  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 

S resent  period,  and  mark  it  out  as  the  moment  for  pub- 
c  encouragement 

The  situation  of  the  United  States  is,  by  nature,  one 
of  the  most  happy  that  is  possessed  by  any  nation  of 
the  earth ;  it  extends  over  almost  every  climate,  and 
furnishes  nearly  every  production ;  its  many  noble  bays 
and  rivers  diffuse  foreign  commerce  through  all  its 
'eastern  boundary,  by  which  our  wants  are  supplied 
with  the  manufiictures  of  other  nations,  and  our  pro- 
duce conveyed  abroad ;  but  so  near  do  those  bays  and 
rivers  approach  to  each  other,  that  nature  seems  to  have 
left  but  a  few  objects  for  art  to  accomplish,  in  order  to 
establish  the  incalculable  advantages  which  domestic 
commerce  and  internal  communication  will  afford,  by 
creating  a  universal  interchange  of  produce  through  aU 
.parts  of  the  United  States,  not  only  to  supply  thereby 
our  mutual  wants,  and  give  the  utmost  encouragement 
to  our  own  agriculture  and  manufactures,  but  by  ming- 
ling the  habits,  raannera,  and  interests  of  all  the  States 
together  in  one  general  commercial  and  social  inter- 
oourse,  unite  their  affections,  and  more  and  more  blend 
the  interests  of  our  common  countiy. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress  that 
each  of  the  States  possesses  so  many  local  or  domestic 
objects  for  the  application  of  their  respective  resources, 
in  opening  their  rivera  and  roads  to  internal  communi- 
cation among'  themselves,  that  it  seems,  with  propriety, 
they  look  to  Congress  for  the  promotion  of  those  works 
of  the  same  kind  whose  advantages  are  of  general  im- 
portance to  the  Union,  and  juetly  designate  them  m 
great  national  objects  claiming  the  protection  oi  the 
General  Government. 

Such  IB  the  opening  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal ;  for  if  the  imporUnt  isthmus  between  those 
waters  and  another  between  Trenton  and  the  Raritan 
in  New  Jeney,  which  is  also  contemplated,  be  redaeed 
to  practicable  navigation,  an  easy  and  diipct  communi- 


cation will  be  established  from  the  southern  limits  of 
the  CheApeake  to  New  York,  and  fVom  tbenoe  by  the 
river  Hudson  to  Albany  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the 
Sound  to  the  New  England  States  on  the  other ;  which 
communication  may  be  extended  both  to  the  southward 
and  northward,  so  as  to  form  a  direct  and  easy  internal 
navigation  from  the  Lakes  of  Canada  through  the 
whole  eastern  boundary  of  the  United  States. 

The  easy  practicability  of  the  work  now  immediately 
placed  before  the  attention  of  your  honorable  House 
admits  of  proo&  so  decisive,  as  to  banish  every  doubt 
of  its  execution  in  a  very  short  period  of  time ;  nor 
does  the  pass  through  Jersey,  or  any  othera  whidi  have 
been  contemplated,  fiimish  any  of  those  important  dif- 
ficulties which  have  oflen  occurred,  and  been  su> 
mounted  in  other  countries,  where,  indeed,  such  has 
been  the  improvement  in  public  works  of  this  kind, 
that  no  difficulties  seem  to  have  retarded,  or  been  un- 
subdued by  human  genius. 

The  utility  of  a  communication  through  the  United 
States  of  the  kind  which  your  memorialists  have  men- 
tioned, is  so  great,  and  its  description  diffused  under  so 
many  heads,  that  the  detail  of  them  would  extend  fiir 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  memorial ;  but  the  more  import- 
ant parts  of  them  are  so  striking,  as  at  once  to  be  com- 
prehended, and  their  importance  appreciated,  from  the 
general  view  of  the  subject  which  has  thus  been  placed 
before  your  honorable  House.  Your  memorialists,  how- 
ever, leaving  to  your  honorable  House  the  appreciation 
of  those  advantages  when  confined  to  a  state  of  peace, 
and  in  promoting  the  general  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  cannot  but  mention  the  immense  accumulation 
of  benefits  which  must  arise  from  this  internal  commu- 
nication in  time  of  war  and  hostile  aggression,  which 
it  may  be  our  lot  to  experience. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known,  that,  during  the  late  Revoln- 
tionary  war,  no  circumstance  was  so  injurious  to  our 
defence,  or  so  much  assisted  our  enemies,  as  the  diffi- 
cult and.  tedious  communicati9n  between  tbe  Eastern 
and  Southern  States ;  since  the  advantages  possessed 
by  the  enemy  at  sea,  to  block  up  our  ports,  to  conquer 
our  maritime  towns,  to  invade  us  in  numeroua  poaitionB 
at  once,  and  to  convey  their  armies  along  our  coast 
with  a  celerity  which  no  means  could  gufini  against  or 
army  defend,  formed  almost  every  d&culty  and  the 
source  of  every  danger  we  experienced. 

But  if  the  oommunitation  in  question  be  established, 
not  only  would  internal  commerce  be  completely  le- 
tained,  and  foreign  supplies  landed  in  one  State  be 
quickly  diffused  through  the  rest,  but,  by  securing  the 
mouths  of  a  few  rivera,  our  cities  would  be  protected, 
and  our  armies  conveyed  wherever  necessity  should  call 
them,  and  a  cheap  and  easy  defence  established  through 
the  Union. 

Your  memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  state,  that, 
though  they  have  exerted  every  degree  of  attention, 
enterprise,  and  fortitude,  to  the  work  under  their  care, 
and  though  no  seriona  difficulty  in  point  of  execution 
has  occuned,  yet,  without  the  continuance  of  public 
patronage,  and  some  aid  from  your  honorable  House* 
they  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  their  future  efibrts 
will  be  unavailing,  and  the  progress  of  the  work  sua* 
pended,  solely  fi«m  that  despondence,  which,  in  a  new 
country,  and  with  limited  fortunes  in  individuala,  wiU 
unfi>rtunateiy  depress  the  hopes  and  overcome  the  ex- 
ertions of  private  support. 

Of  how  much  injury,  therefore,  the  delay  of  this  im- 
portant work  will  prove  to  the  Union,  how  widely  the 
example  of  it*  fidlure  will  increase  the  public  despond- 
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«nee,  and  protract  it>t  a  long  period  of  y^an  all  great 
improTementa,  your  honorable  House  can  folly  judge. 

Your  memoiialiata  beg  leave,  therefore,  most  respect* 
folly  to  state,  whether,  among  all  the  numerous  objects 
of  public  patronage  and  expenditure,  any  can  be  found, 
which,  in  point  of  utility  and  greatness,  more  forcibly 
inTites  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  a  great  and 
free  country;  and  to  pray  that,  taking  the  premises 
into  your  serious  consideration,  you  W^l  grant  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company  your  pro- 
tection and'  aid,  in  such  manner  as  to  your  honorable 
HouBO  may  seem  most  proper. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company : 

JOSEPH  GILPIN, 
KEN8BY  J0HN8. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  March  34. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  Managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  billj  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Landais,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  made  report:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  adhere  to  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  w:as 
referred,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  hill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  publio  debt  in 
paymeot  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  toge- 
ther with  the  a  mend  m  en  t»  thereto,  reported  a  fur- 
ther amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  making  provision  for 
the  defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for 
the  disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  therein," 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Georgetown, 
stating  the  damages  that  will  be  consequent  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  last  read,  which,  together 
with  the  bill  and  papers  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  tbesDDJect,  were  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCHiLL,  Anderson,  Bradley,  WRtoHT,  and 
Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Russe^  teferred  to  him  for  consideration  on 
the  14th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Traot,  and  Adams, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Caroli- 
na, between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be 
surveyed,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  agree  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  relating 
to  bonds  givea  by  marahab,"  with  amendments 


thereto,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and 

Order^j  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Bat^- 
ARo,  Bradley,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained by  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and 
benevolent  attentions  manifested  bv  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain 
Bainbrjdge^  his  officers  and  crew,  aurin^  their 
captivity  in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  submitted  on 
the  22d  of  January,  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  this 
day  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  relating  to  bonds  given 
by  marshals,"  made  report :  Whereupon, 

Reaoltfed,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 
first  amendments  of  the  House  ofRepresentatives 
to  their  amendments,  and  disagree  to  the  last. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,''  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  they  were 
referred  to  Messrs.  Wright,  Worthington,  and 
Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  governments.'' 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  *^An  act  to  explain 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
governments." 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  amended,  by  striking 
out,  in  section  one,  line  three,  the  words  "  a  na- 
tional ;"  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Logan,  Baldwin,  Moors,  and 
I  Hillhousb,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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The  foKowingr  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreientaiivea  of  the  United  States  / 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  recently  received 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
at  London,  stating  some  circumstances  which  bear  re- 
lation to  Uie  subject  of  my  messages  of  January  17. 
This  paper  being  original^  and  to  be  oommunicated  to 
both  tloasesy  the  return  of  it  is  requested. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 


Tuesday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
yesterday  referred  the  amendments  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cnmberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  reported  the  bill  amended  accord- 
inffly. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  20th  of  December  last,  to  consider  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  to  make 
provisioD  for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war^" 
reported  amendments;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  bet weeo  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Stone,  Baldwin,  and  Mit- 
CBiLL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts,  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  and 
having  aaopted  the  said  amendments,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  thi?  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  consid- 
ered the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishinfr  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States:"  to  some  of  which  they  agree,  and  to 
others  they  disagree.  They  agree  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives," 
except  to  that  which  goes  to  the  insertion  of  a  new 
section,  next  after  the  first  section,  to  which  they 
do  not  agree.  The  House  of  Representatives  in- 
sist on  their  last  amendment  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals." 
On  motion, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  all  sudi  parts  of  the  several 


acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any  part  of  the  purchase* 
money  of  said  lands ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  biU  or  otherwise;" 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consider^ 
ation. 

On  motion, 

«  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  are  necessary  or  expedient 
in  the  laws  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise :" 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  last 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lating to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and  yesterday 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

l&olvedy  That  they  do  recede  from  their  disa- 
greement to  the  said  amendment. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend* 
ment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reeulate  and 
fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of  tne  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives ;"  and, 

Besolved,  That  they  do  insist  on  their  said 
amendment,  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  that 
Messrs.  Tract  and  Bradley  be  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  March  26. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  on  the 
memorial  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  for  the 
Connecticut  district,  referred  on  the  7th  instant; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration,  and  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of  the 
several  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  laiuis  of 
the  United  States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purchase-money  of  said  lands ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, to  consider  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  or  expedient,  in  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  District  of  Columbia;- and  having 
agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  and 
Wriqbt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  makine  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  Stste  of  Ohio}"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States ;"  and, 

ReBolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  except  the  last,  on  which  they 
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insist  J  ask  a  conference;  and  that  Messrs.  An- 
DERsoir  and  Tract  be  managers  at  the  conference 
00  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en« 
tertaioed  by  Congress  of  the  distinguished  and 
beneToIent  attention,  manifested  by  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain 
Bambridge^  hie  officers  and  crew,  auring  their  cap- 
tivity in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

RULES  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  reported 
to  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate, 
and  haying  agreed  to  further  amendments,  the 
rules  were  adopted)  as  follows : 

1.  The  President  having  taken  the  Chair,  and  a 
qnomm  being  present,  the  ^onmal  of  the  preceding 
day  shall  be  read,  to  the  and  that  any  mistake  may  be 
corrected. that  shall  have  been  made  in  the  entries., 

2.  No  member  shall  apeak  to  another,  or  otherwise 
interropt  the  business  of  the  Senate,  or  read  any  news- 
paper, while  the  Journals  or  public  papers  are  readingi 
or  when  any  member  is  speaking  in  any  debate* 

3.  Evezy  member,  when  he  speaks,  shall  address  the 
Cbair,  standing  in  his  place  ;  and,  when  he  has  finished, 
ihali  sit  down. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  any 
one  debate,  on  the  same  day,  without  leave  of  the 
Senate. 

6.  When  two  members  risa  at  the  same  time,  the 
President  shall  name  the  person  to  speak ;  but  in  all 
cases  the  member  first  rising  shall  speak  first 

6.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall 
be  Kconded. 

7.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded,  it 
■hall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  desired  by  the  President 
or  any  .member,  deliveied  in  al  the  table,  and  read  by 
the  President,  befi>re  the  Jiame  shall  be  debated. 

8.  While  »  question  is  before  the  Senate,  no  motion 
shall  be  received  unless  for  an  amendment,  for  postpon- 
ing the  question,  or  to  commit  it,  or  to  adjourn  t  and 
the  motion  for  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  order, 
and  decided  without  debate. 

9.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  points, 
anj  member  naay  have  the  same  divided. 

10.  When  Uie  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  £ot  by 
one-fifih  of  the  members  present,  eadi  member  called 
upon  shall,  unless  for  special  reason  he  be  excused  by 
the  Senate,  declare  openly,  and  without  debate,  hu 
assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names 
of  the  members  shall  be  taken  alphabetically. 

U.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  an 
mtended  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

12.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  previous 
to  its  being  passed ;  and  the  President  shall  give  no- 
tice  to  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second  fi  third  ; 
which  readings  shall  be  on  three  difierent  days,  unless 
the  Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise.  And  all 
resolutions,  to  which  a  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  requisite,  or  which  may  grant  money 
out  of  the  contingent  or  any  other  fund,  shall  be  treats 
ftd,  in  all  respects,  in  the  introduction  and  form  of  pro- 
ceedings on  them  in  the  Senate,  in  a  ilimilar  manner 
with  biUs. 

13.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  until  it  shaU  have 
been  twice  read,  after  which  it  may  be  referred  to  a 
committee. 


14,  AU  conimittees  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot,  and 
a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a  choice.  But  when 
any  subject  or  matter  shall  have  been  refbrred  to  a  se« 
lect  committee,  any  other  subject  or  matter  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  may,  on  motion,  be  referred  to  such  com- 
mittee. 

15.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shall 
sit  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not ;  and  every  question  of 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President  without  debate; 
but  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  he  may  call  for  the 
sense  of  the  Senate. 

16*  If  a  mefmber  be  called  to  order  for  words 
spoken,  the  exceptionable  words  shall  immediately  be 
taken  down  in  writing,  that  the  President  may  be  bet* 
ter  enabled  to  judge  of  the  matter. 

17.  When  a  blank  is  to  be  filled,  and  difierent  sums 
shall  be  proposed,  the  question  shall  be  taken  on  the 
highest  sum  first. 

18.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service 
of  the  Senate  without  leave  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 
And  in  case  a  less  number  than  a  quorum  of  the  Sei^ 
ate  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  send 
the  8ergeant-at-Arms,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  by 
them  authorized,  for  any  or  all  absent  members,  as  the 
majority  of  such  members  present  shall  agree,  at  the 
etpense  of  such  absent  members  respectively,  unless 
such  excuse  for  non-attendance  shall  be  made,  as  the 
Senate,  when  a  quorum  is  convened,  shall  judge  suffi- 
cient:  and  in  that  case  the  expense  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund.  And  this  rule  shall  apply  as 
well  to  the  first  convention  of  Senate,  at  the  legal  time 
of  meeting,  as  to  each  day  of  the  session  after  the  hour 
has  arrived  to  which  theSehate  stood  adjourned. 

19.  All  bills,  on  a  second  reading,  shall  first  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  they 
shall  be  taken  up  and.  proceeded  on  by  the  Senate, 
agreeably  to  the  standing  rtiles,  unless  otherwise  or- 
dered. And  in  Uie  absence  of  the  Vice  President, 
when  tiie  Senate  consider  a  treaty,  bill,  or  resolution, 
as  if  they  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  may  call  a  member  to  fill  the  chair 
during  the  time  the  Senate  shall  remain  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  which  ishairman  is  hereby  vested,  dur- 
ing said  time,  with  all  the  powers  of  the  President  jmv 
temporey  were  he  to  remain  in  the  chair. 

80.  Before  any  petition  or  memorial,  addressed  to 
the  Senate,  shall  be  received  and  read  at  the  table,  whe- 
ther the  same  shall  be  introduced  by  the  President  or  a 
member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  peti- 
tion or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the  intro- 
ductor. 

21.  When  a  question  has  been  once  made  and  car- 
ried in  the  afiirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
fi>r  any  member  of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  recon- 
sideration thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order,  after  a  bill,  resolu- 
tion, message,  report,  amctidment,  or  motion,  upon 
which  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of  pos- 
session of  the  Senate,  nor  after  the  usual  message  shall 
have  been  sent  from  the  Senate,  announcing  their  de- 
cision ;  nor  shall  any  motion  for  reconsideration  be  in 
order  unless  made  on  the  same  day  in  whidi  the  vote 
was  taken,  or  withSn  the  three  next  days  of  actual  ae^* 
sion  of  the  Senate  thereafter. 

22.  At  the  commencement 'of  each  session,  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  three  members,  shaU  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  bills,  amendments^ 
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resolutionB,  or  motions,  before'^  they  go-  out  of  pones- 
non  of  the  Senate,  and  to  make  report  that  they  are 
eorrectly  engrossed ;  which  report  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journal. 

29.  Every  vote  of  the  Senate  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journals,  and  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  each 
petition,  memorial,  or  paper,  presented  to  the  Senate, 
be  also  inserted  on  the  journals. 

24.  The  proceedings  of  Senate,  when  they  shall  act 
in  their  Executive  capacity,  shall  be  kept  in  separate 
and  distinct  books. 

25.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  not  acting 
as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journals  as  concisely  as  possible,  care  being  taken 
to  detail  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  the  proReeed- 
ings. 

36.  The  titles  of  bUls,  and  such  parts  thereof  only  as 
•hall  be  aflfected  by  proposed  amendments,  shall  be  in- 
serted on  the  journals. 

27.  On  amotion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the 
doonr  of  the  Qenate,  on  the  discussion  of  any  business 
which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  a  member,  require  secrecy, 
the  President  shall  direct  the  gallery  to  be  cleared ;  and, 
during  the  discussion  of  such  motion,  the  doors  shall 
remain  shut 

28.  No  motion  shall  be  deemed  in  order  to  admit 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  within  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  Chamber  to  present  any  petition,  memorial, 
or  address,  or  to  hear  any  such  read. 

29.  Messages  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  the  Secretary,  who  shall  previously  en- 
dorse the  final  determination  of  the  Senate  thereon. 

30.  Messages  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  their  Clerk  shall  be  received  at  the  bar  by  the  Secro* 
tary,  and  by  him  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate. 

31.  When  the  Senate  are  equally  divided,  the  Secre- 
tary shall  take  the  decision  of  the  President. 

32.  Extracts  from  the  Executive  records  are  not  to 
be  furnished  but  by  special  order. 

33.  All  bills,  after  the  first  reading,  shall  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  Ihe  Senate. 

34.  When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  writing  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  a  fu- 
ture day  shall  be  assigned,  unless  the  Senate  unani- 
mously direct  otherwise,  for  taking  them  into  consid- 
eration. When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
•hall  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  the  Pre- 
mdent  of  the  Senate  shall  have  a  chair  on  the  floor,  be 
considered  as  the  head  of  the  Senate,  and  his  chair 
shall  be  assigned  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sates. 
When  the  Senate  shall  be  convened  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  any  other  place,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Senators  shall  attend  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed. The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  also  at- 
tend to  take  the  minutes  of  the  Senate. 

35.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Senators  shall 
signify  their  assent  or  dissent  by  answering,  viva  voce, 
•ye  or  no^ 

36.  All  confidential  communications  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  Senate  shall  be,  by  the 
members  thereof,  kept  inviolably  secret ;  and  all  treaties 
which  may  hereafter  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  also 
be  kept  secret  until  the  Senate  shall,  by  their  resotu- 
lion,  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

37.  Whenever  a  treaty  shall  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate for  ratification,  it  shall  be  read  a  fint  time  for  in- 


formation only ;  when  no  motion  to  reject,  ratify,  or 
modify,  the  whole  or  any  part  shall  be  received.  Its 
second  reading  shall  be  forooosideration,  and  on  a  sub- 
sequent day,  when  it  shall  be  taken  up  as  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  a^d  every  one  shall  be  firee  to  move  a 
question  on  any  particular  article,  in  this  fo^n :  "Will 
the  Senate  advise  and  consent^to  the  ratification  of  this 
article  V*  or  to  propose  amendments  thereto,  either  by 
inserting  or  by  leaving  out  words ;  in  which  last  case 
the  question  shall  be,  "  Shall  these  words  stand  as  part 
of  the  article  ?'*  And  in  every  of  the  said  cases  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  o,f  the  Senators  present  shall 
be  requested  to  decide  afiirmatively.  A  nd  when  through 
the  whole,  the  proceedings  shall  be  stated  to  the  Honse, 
and  questions  be  again  severally  put  thereon  for  con- 
firmation, or  new  ones  proposed^  requiring  in  like  man- 
ner a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  for  whatever  b  retained. 
The  votes  so  confirmed  shall,  by  the  House,  or  a  com- 
mittee thereof,  be  reduced  into  the  form  of  a  ratifica* 
tion,  with  or  without  modifications,  as  may  have  been 
decided,  and  shaH  be  proposed  on  a  subsequent  day, 
when  evf  ry  one  shall  again  be  free  to  move  amend- 
ments, either  by  inserting  or  leaving  out  words ;  in 
which  last  case  the  question  shall  be,  **  Shall  the  words 
stand  part  of  the  resolution  V  And  in  both  caaes  the 
concurrence  of  two-thi^  shall  be  requisite  to  carry  the 
afiirnlative,  as  well  as  on  the  final  question  to  advise 
and  co];ksent  to  the  ratification  in  the  form  agreed  to. 

38.  When  any  question  may  have  been  decided  by 
the  Senate,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent are  necessary  to  carry  the  affirmati%'e,  any  member 
who  votes  on  that  side  which  prevailed  in  the  question, 
may  be  at  liberty  to  move  for  a  reconsideration ;  and  a 
motion  for  reconsideration  shall  be  decided  by  a  majori- 
ty of  votes. 

39.  Messengers  are  introduced  in  atay  state  of  bnsi- 
ness,  except  while  a  question  is  putting,  while  the  yeas 
and  nays  are  calling,  or  while  the  baUots  are  calling. 

40.  When  an  amendment  to  be  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution is  under  consideration,  the  concurrence  of  two* 
thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  not  be  requisite  to 
decide  any  question  for  amendments,  or  extending  to 
the  merits,  being  short  of  the  final  question. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  the 
bill^  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  as  is  contained  in  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof,  made  the  following  report : 

That  they  find,  by  the  law,  aforesaid,  which  passed 
on  the  9th  day  of  Februazy,  1793,  in  the  first  section 
thereof  certain  foreign  coins  are  made  a  legal  tender, 
at  the  rates  therein  specified.  The  said  first  section 
closes  with  these  words,  viz :  **  But  no  foreign  coin 
that  may  have  been,  or  shall  be  issued  subsequent  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1792,  shall  be  a  tender  as  aforesaid,  until 
samples  thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay  at  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  to  be  comformable  to  the  re- 
spective standards  required,  and  proclamation  thereof 
shall  have  been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  second  section  of  the  same  law  (a  repeal  of 
which  section  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  referred  to  the 
committee)  is  in  the  following  words,  viz :  **  That,  at 
the  expiration  of  three  years  next  ensuing,  the  time 
when  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver,  agreeably  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulst- 
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ing  the  coins  of  the  United  States,'  shall  coounence  at 
the  Mint  o(  the  United  States,  (which  time  shall  be 
announced  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,)  all  foreign  gold  coins,  and  all  foreign 
silver  coins,  except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts 
of  such  dollars,  shall  cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  as 
aforesaid,'' 

The  committee  find  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
operations  of  the  Mint  having  commenced,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  did,  by  his  proclamation, 
dated  the  22d  day  of  July,  1797,  announce  the  same, 
pursuant  to  the  directions  contained  in  said  second  sec- 
tion, and  did  thereby  give  notice  that,  in  conformity 
with  said  law,  all  foreign  silver  coins,  except  Spanish 
milled  dollars  and  parts  of  such  dollars,  would  cease  to 
pass  current  as  money,  within  the  United  States,  and 
to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  any  debta  or  de- 
mands, after  the  16th  day  of  October  then  next,  and 
that  all  foreign  gold  coins  would  cease  to  be  si  tender 
as  aforesaid,  after  the  31st  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
1798. 

The  committee  find  that  no  proclamation  has  ever 
been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon 
the  subject  of  foreign  coins  which  may  have  issued 
nnce  January  1st,  1792,  as  contemplated  by  the  first 
Mction  of  the  act  aforesaid ;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
iny  asaay  of  such  coins  has  been  made  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States. 

The  committee  find  that,  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
1798,  Congress  passed  an  act,  supplementary  to  t^e 
set,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes"  in  the  words  following,  viz :  "  That 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulat- 
ing foreign  coins,  and  for  dther  purposes,'  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  suspended,  for  and  during  the  space 
of  three  years,  from  ana  after  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1798,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
thereafter ;  during  which  time  the  said  gold  and  silver 
coins  shall  be  and  continne  a  legal  tender,  as  ia  pro- 
vided in  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid ; 
and  that  the  same  coins  shall  thereafter  cease  to  be 
such  tender." 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1802,  Congress  passed  an  act 
to  suspend,  in  part,  Uie  act,  entitled  *'An  act  regulating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in  the  words 
following,  viz:  '*Thai  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  *«An 
act  for  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,* 
as  b  contained  within  the  second  section  thereof,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  suspended,  for  and  during  the 
■pace  of  three  years,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress."  That  session  of  Congress, 
the  committee  find,  was  closed,  and  at  an  end,  on  the 
3d  day  of  May,  1802. 

By  placing  in  one  view  all  the  laws  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  foreign  coins,  it  appears  that,  if  the  first  section  of 
the  law  upon  that  subject  were  now  in  force,  no  for- 
eign coin  whatever,  which  has  Uaued  subsequent  to 
tke  first  of  January f  1792,  is  current  money  or  a  legal 
tender — not  even  Spanish  milled  dollars  and  parts  of 
dollars,  unless  by  force  of  the  second  section  of  the 
same  law ;  which,  if  suspended  or  repealed,  will  throw 
out  of  circulation  almost  the  whole  of  Spanish  dollars, 
and  parts  of  dollars,  as  but  few  pieces  of  those,  or  of 
any  other  foreign  coins  of  a  prior  date  to  January, 
1792,  are  in  circulation.  But,  when  we  consider  the 
■ct  passed  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1798,  as  not 
only  suspending  the  operation  of  the  second  section  of 
the  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  but  pontively  enacting 
that  all  the  foraign  coins,  mentioned  in  the  first  section 


thereof,  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
after  three  years  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1798,  cease 
to-be  a  tender t  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  first  section 
stands  Completely  repealed,  as  it  respects  the  legal 
tender  of  foreign  coins ;  for  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1602,  suspends  the  operation  of  the  second  section  only 
of  said  act,  without  reviving  the  first  section. 

The  legal  state  of  things  in  the  United  States,  in 
respect  to  the  currency  of  foreign  coins,  then,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  From  and  after  the  3d  day  of  May,  1802, 
(the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  mentioned  in  the 
act  of  February,  1798,)  no  foreign  coin  whateyer  haa 
been  a  legal  tender,  until  3d  May,  1805.  From  the  3d 
May,  1805,  (at  which  time  the  last  suspension  of  the 
second  section  of  the  law  regulating  foreign  coins^ 
expired,)  Spanish  milled  dollars^  and  parts  of  such  dol'» 
lars,  have  been  a  legal  tender. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  your  committee 
believe  is  correct,  they  cannot  discern  the  policy  of 
repealing  the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  bill  referred  to  them  by  the  Senate.  Were 
this  bill  to  pass,  no  money  would  be  a  iegal  tender 
to  satisfy  debts  and  demands  in  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept the  gold  and  silver  coins  which  have  issued  from 
their  Mint.  These  coins,  the  committee  believe,  are 
not  sufficient  in  quantity  and  value  for  a  circulating 
medium,  without  the  aid  of  Spanish  milled  doUara  and 
parts  of  such  dollars. 

But,  since  such  great  quantities  of  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars \xB.ve  been  exported,  and  are  still  exporting,  firom  the 
United  States,  and  so  great  a  portion  of  the  remaining 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  as  well  as  those  issued  by 
the  United  States,  are  kn^ed  up  in  the  cells  of  the 
banks,  already  numerous,  and  still  increasing;  your 
committee  believe  that  measures  ought  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  circulating  me- 
dium beyond  our  own  coins  and  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars and  parts  of  such  dollars. 

In  efiecting  this  object,  the  committee  are  sensible 
that  caution  is  requisite  to  prevent  coins,  which  may 
not  be  of  a  standard  weight  and  value,  from  becoming 
a  currency,  especially  as  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
assay  of  foreign  coins,  which  have  issued  subsequent 
to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1792. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tracy  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to  an 
act  estahlishiof;  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins 
of  the  United  States. 

The  billj  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  in  payment  for  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  third  lime*  And 
a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  second  pro- 
viso in  the  bill,  as  amended ;  and,  after  debate, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

* 

Trdrsday,  March  27. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Tbacy 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  in  ad- 
dition to  "An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating the  coins  of  the  United  States ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the  disposal  of  a 
part  of  the  public  land  therein,*'  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
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havins:  been  ameDded,  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
pass  to  the  third  reading  ?  the  Senate  were  equally 
divided,  and  the  President  determined  the  ques- 
tion in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  goods,  wares;  and  merchandise," 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate. They  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
nmendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bil],  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa* 
tires ;"  they  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
the  Senate  on  the  said  amendment,  and  have  a|>- 
pointed  managers  on  their  part ;  they  insist  also 
on  their  disagreement  to  the  last  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  es- 
tablishing rules  and  articles  for  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  I*'  and  they 
agree  to  the  conference  desired  by  the  Senate 
thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

The  bill  last  brouffht  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Stone,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  25th  instant,  to  consider  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ab 
act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  surveyed,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


Friday,  March  28. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  31st 
of  December  last,  approved  and  signed  '^An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States  by 
virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  Re- 
public." 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  resolutions 
relative  to  William  Eaton  and  others,  late  officers 
in  the  armyr  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  reported 
the  same  with  anamendmentj  which  was  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to- prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Baldwin.  Mitcbill,  Somtbr,  Bradley, 
and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  26th  instant,  to  consider  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  expedient  in  the  laws  relating 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the 


regulation  of  the  fees  of  attorneys  and  the  officefs 
of  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading; 

The  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  establishing  a 
Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,^ 
was  read  tl^  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Tracy,  Adams,  and  Kitchei^  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  the  ooast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sur- 
veyed." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  on  the  26th  in* 
slant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating  foreign 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  in 
the  second  section  thereof:"  and  the  amendments 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  21st  instant, 
Mr.  Smith  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
within  the  State  ofOhioand  the  Indiana  Territory; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Governmeiit  for  the  year  1806,"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  first  mentioaed  in  the  message  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading.  ^ 

Agreeably  to. the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
resumed  the  third  readingof  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  regulating  the  ffrants  of  land,  and  providing 
ior  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Pickering,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  ITork,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs  Baldwin,  Gaillard,  fCitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Mitchdl,  Moore,  Plumer,  Smith  of  TennesBee, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 


SATuanAY,  March  29. 

The  bill  for  the  regaiation  of  the  fees  of  the  at- 
torneys and  the  officers  of  the  coorta  of  the  District 
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of  Colambia,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Balo- 
WTN,  and  Wright,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereoD. 

The  bill,  en  titled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1806," 
vas  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  28lh  of  January  last,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriations necessary  for  the  year  1806,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  hill,  en- 
titled "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  pro- 
Tisionfor  persons  thathaveheen  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  it  was 
agreed  further  to  postpone  this  bill. 

The  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  word'  '^  laying^"  line 
4th,  and  inserting  the  word  "lying." 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  an  account 
of  moneys  expended  in  fitting  up  the  Senate 
Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge 
Chase,  signed,  for  B.  H.  Latrobe,  John  LeDthall; 
and  the  account  was  referred  to  Messr?.  Batard. 
Anderson,  and  Smith  of  Ohio,  to  consider  ana 
report  thereon. 


MoNDAT,  March  31. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON.  from  the  joint  committee, 
appointed  on  the  13th  instant,  to  consider  what 
hnsiness  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in 
the  present  session,  made  report ;  Vhich  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  eonsideration. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Bradley,  and  Baldwin, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  *^An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  make  provision  for  persons  that  have  been 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war ;"  and  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  select  committee,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Tract  reported  from  t)ie  Managers  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  on  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  report  was  in  part  agreed  to,  and  the  further 
eonsideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
5(h  of  February  last,  that  it  be 


Reiohed^  That  the  Sergeant-atpArms  of  tiie  Stonats 
receive  for  his  attendance  at  the  Court  of  Impeachmeni 
for  Uie  trial  of  Judge  Chase,  compenmtion  for  twenty* 
■even  davs  atteatUnoe,  al  the  rate  of  Ave  doliais  per 
day;  and 

Ruohed,  That  the  assistant  Doorkeeper  receive  at 
the  rate  of  two  doUan  ptf  day  during  the  said  trial,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  oontipgent  funds  of  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  reso- 
lution, it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  re- 
solution,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported,  frojn  the  Managers 
appointed  od  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  oa 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,"  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  "That  they 
have  had  a  conference  with  the  Managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  have 
agreed  that  the  Senate  recede  from  that  part  of 
their  amendment  of  the  one  hundredth  article 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  RepresentativeflL 
with  the  following  amendment;  after  the  word 
*army'  add  ^but  the  manner  «f  wearing  the  hair 
shall  not  he  considered  as  a  part  thereof" 

And  on  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees, a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for, 
and  so  much  of  the  report  was  agreed  to  as  ex- 
tends to  receding  from  the  amendment  insisted 
on  by  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  other  mem- 
ber of  the  report,  to  wit:  "but  the  manner  of 
wearing  the  hair  shall  not  be  considered  as  a  part 
thereof:" 

It  was  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  21 
as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Gondit,  Gaillard,  Holland, 
Kitchel,  Maclay,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradlev,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Moore, 
Pickenng,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Stone,  White,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

So  it  was  Resolted,  That  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  said  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and, 
after  debate,  tne  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  submitted  on  the 
22d  of  January  last,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the 
day;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

TI7ESDAY,  April  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  so  much 
of  the  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the  second  section 
thereof,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  re- 
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ported  "a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russel ;" 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  read iog. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  comnut- 
tee  of  conference  on  the  amendoien.t  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
gulate and  fix  the  compensation  of- the  officers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives." 

Resolved,  That  they  so  far  recede  from  their 
amendment  insisted  on,  as  to  agree  to  the  modi- 
fication reported  by  the  Managers  at  the  confer- 
rence  thereon. 

In  the  last  line  bat  one  of  the  said  first  section 
thereof,  and  next  after  the  word  "  each,"  the  first 
time  the  word  occurs  in  the  line,  insert  these 
words:  "the  first  engrossing  clerks,  respectively, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  each,"  and  in 
the  same  line^  between  the  words  ''their"  and 
*'  engrossiog,"  insert  the  word  '^  other.?' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
to  make  provision  for  persons  that  have  been  dis- 
abled by  known  wounds  received- in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  Revolo- 
tionary  war,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended 
and  passed. 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  being  under  consideration,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  Mr.  Bradley 
having  finished  his  remarks  in  support  of  the 
bill — 

Mr.  Adams  said: — Mr.  President,  when  the 
question  was  yesterday  stated  from  the  Chair,  on 
tne  final  passage  of  this  bill,  and  I  found  myself 
called  on  to  record  my  assent  to  or  dissent  from  it, 
I  felt  myself  bound  in  duty  to  call  upon  the  com- 
mittee bjr  whom  it  was  reported,  for  the  evidence 
upon  which  they  had  rested  the  claim  of  Hamet 
Bashaw  to  the  grant  of  money  which  is  proposed 
by  the  bill  to  be  made  to  him.  Together  with  the 
bill  the  committee  had  reported,  what  they  term 
"a  brief  statement  of  facts;"  upon  whicn  they 
declare  the  bill  itself  to  be  founded,  and  wherein 
they  consider  his  claim,  not  on  the  generosity,  but 
on  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  from  his  ser- 
vice and  suffering's  in  their  cause,  and  from  his 
havmg  been  deceived  aad  amused  with  the  pros- 
pect of  being  placed  on  his  throne,  as  legitimate 
Sovereign  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently  drawn  from 
eligible  situationsfor  the  purpose  of  being  made  the 
dupe  or  instrument  of  policy, and  fioallv  sacrificed 
to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  oill  accord- 
ingly makes  the  grant,  expressly  in  consideration  of 
his  services  and  sufferings  in  our  cause ;  and,  in 
voting  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  I  should  con- 
sider myself  as  sanctioning,  as  far  as  my  vote 
would  ffo,  the  report  of  the  committee,  upon 
which  the  bill  is  founded.  This  I  could  not  do 
without  further  information.  I  thought,  sir,  and 
have  thought,  from  the  moment  when  I  first  saw 
the  report,  that  the  statement  it  contained,  far 
from  bein^  supported  by  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments which  have  been,  in  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion, communicated  to  the  Senate,  respecting  all 
our  transactions  with  Tripoli,  was  in  manv  re- 
spects contradictory  to  the  whole  tenor  of  those 


documents ;  my  recollection  of  the  documents  was, 
indeed,  only  ot  their  general  tenor ;  for,  amidst 
the  pressure  of  the  various  other  important  busi- 
ness which  we  have  had  before  us,  I  had  not  found 
time  for  a  reperusal  of  them,  since  I  had  heard 
them  read  at  your  table.  But.  of  their  general 
eoniplexion,  my  mind  had  received  a  clear  and 
very  decided  impression,  with  which  I  found  it 
impossible  to  reconcile  any  part  of  the  commit- 
tee's report.  I  presumed,  however,  that  the  com- 
mittiee  were  possessed  of  evidence,  not  yet  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  which  warranted  them 
in  those  assertions,  which  all  the  papers  with 
which  1  had  been  made  acquainted  tended  rather 
to  disprove  than  to  confirm.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  this  day  informed  the  Senate 
of  the  grounds  upon  whicn  the  report  was  drawn 
up,  and  has  communicated  what  be  considers  as 
the  additional  evidence  in  its  support.  He  has 
also  favored  us  with  the  arguments  upon  which 
he  thinks  the  views  of  the  subject,  taken  in  the 
report,  are  fully  substantiated.  I  regret,  sir,  that 
neither  his  arguments  nor  his  evidence  have  been 
satisfactory  to  my  mind;  but  (hat,  after  giving 
them  what  I  deem  tbeir  full  share  of  weight,  I 
still  remain  convinced  that  the  report  is  founded 
upon  a  supposed  state  of  facts  altogether  errone- 
ous, and  a  view  of  the  whole  subject  altogether 
incorrect. 

The  merits  of  Hamet  Bashaw's  claim  upon  the 
United  States  must  depend  upon  the  nature  of 
the  engagements  contracted  between  the  United 
States  and  him,  and  upon  the  transactions  under 
those  engagements.  With  respect  to  the  nature 
of  the  engagements,  there  is  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  statement  of  the  committee 
and  the  statement  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  his  Message  of  the  13th  of  January  last. 
The  statement  of  the  committee  is  as  much  at 
variance  with  the  ideas  of  Hamet  Bashaw  him- 
self as  with  those  of  the  President,  and  equally  in 
opposition  to  those  of  Commodore  Barron  and 
Mr.  Lear,  as  they  appear  in  the  printed  papers. 

With  regard  to  the  facts,  material  to  constitute 
the  peculiar  character  of  the  ex-Bashaw's  claim, 
the  statement  of  the  committee  is  no  les$  in  flat 
contradiction  to  the  statements  of  the  President, 
to  the  acknowledgments  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  and 
to  the  tenor  of  the  most  substantial  documents. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  engagements,  the  com- 
mittee represent  Hamet  Bashaw  as  having  been 
inveigled^  deceived,  amused  with  promises  to  place 
him  on  hrs  throne,  and  finally  betrayed  and  sacri- 
ficed. They  appear  to  think  the  United  Sutes 
were  bound,  at  all  events,  and,  by  their  exclusive 
exertions,  to  restore  him  to  his  digpity.  and  that 
the  mere  act  of  withdrawing  their  aid,  without 
accomplishing  that  object,  was  a  treacherous  vio- 
lation of  their  faith  plighted  to  him. 

The  President's  Message  says :  [Mr.  Braolgt 
objected  against  the  reading  of  the  Message,  as 
out  of  order,  it  being  incompatible  with  the  roles 
to  adduce  the  opinions  of  the  Executive,  to  influ- 
ence the  opinion  of  the  Senate.  On  appeal  to 
the  Chair,  Mr.  Adams  stated  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  read  the  opinions  of  the  Executive,  but  a 
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scatemeot  of  facts  by  the  BzeeiUive,  for  the  por* 
pose  of  showing  that  it  was  coDtradictory  to  the 
siatemeDt  of.  facts  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  with  the  farther  view  of  showing,  by  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  Hamet  Bashaw,  aod  the  other 
documents  before  the  Senate,  that  the  statement 
of  the  Executt7e  was  the  correct  one.  The 
President  of  the  Senate  decided  ihat  he  might 
proceed.] 

The  President's  Message  says :  "  During  the 
'  war  with  Tripoli,  it  was  suggested  that  Hamet 
'  Caramalli,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw. 
^  and  driven  by  him  from  his  throne,  meditated 

*  the  recovery  of  his  inheritance,  and  that  a  con- 
'  cert  in  action  with  us  was  desirable  to  him.  We 

*  considered  that  concerte4  operations  by  those 
^  who  have  a  common  enemy  were  entirely  justi- 
'fiable,  and  miff  hi  produce  effects  favorable  to 
'both,  without' oindmg  either  to  guarantee  the 
^  objects  of  the  other." 

Here,  sir,  from  the  President  himself,  we  are 
told,  not  that  Hamet  Bashaw  had  been  deceived, 
amused,  and  "  drawn  from  eligible  situations,"  but 
that  the  concert  of  operations  was- first  suggested 
as  desirable  to  him.  Not  that  the  Governmenf 
ever  had  a  thought  of  pledging  the  United  States 
to  restore  him  to  his  throne,  but  merely  that  a 
concert  in  action  was  intended,  leaving  each  party 
perfectly  at  liberty  as  respected  the  object  of  the 
other.  The  committee,  therefore,  have  altogether 
mistaken  the  first  ne^iiations  with  Hamet;  and 
Mr.  Eaton's  letters  of  the  5th  of  September  and 
13ih  of  December,  1801,  prove  the  correctness  of 
the  President's  statement. 

The  report  of  the  committee  asserts,  that  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mediterranean 
in  August.  1801,  entered  into  %  convention  with 
Hamet,  to  obtain  a  permaaent  peace  with  Tripoli, 
to  place  the  ex-Bashaw  on  his  throne,  and  procure 
indemnification  for  all  expense  in  accomplishing 
the  same.  That  this  agreement  was  renewed  in 
November  following, and  that,  in  1802,  "when  the 

*  reigning  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  the  ex- 
^  Bashaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  provinces  of 

*  Derne  and  Bengazi,  and  when  the  ex-Bashaw 

*  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  an  es- 
^  cort,  furnished  by  the  reigning  Bashaw^  the 
'  agents  of  the  United  States  prevailed  on  him  to 

*  abandon  the  offer,  with  assurance  that  the  Unit- 
^  ed  States  would  effectually  co-operate,  and  place 
^  him  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  impossible  to  understand  the  re- 
port any  otherwise  than  intending  to  convey  the 
idea  that  these  conventions,  made  l>y  the  agents 
of  the  United  States  were  authorized  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Oovernment,  and  the  offer  of  the 
reigning  Bashaw,- the  escort,  the  settlement  of  the 
two  provinces,  are  represented  as  one  of  those 
eligible  situations,  which  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  abandon  by  the  afi^en.ts  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  promise  of  bis  throne. 

What  IS  the  fact?  The  conventions  alluded 
to  were  made  by  Mr.  {laton^and,  instead  of  being 
sanctioned,  were  expressly  disavowed  by  this  Gk>v- 
eromenL 

[Mr«  Wriqbt  here  said,  that  Mr.  Adama  was 


mistaken;  and  was  proceeding  to  object,  when 
the  Pbs81d6NT  of  the  Senate  observed  to  him 
that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  to  reply  after 
Mr.  AoAMS  should  have  finished,  and  desired  the 
latter  to  proceed.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  the  chairnutn  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  gentleman  who  drew  up  the  report,  will 
not  deny  that  the  conventions,  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  were  those  made  in  1801  by  Mr.  Eaton. 
[Mr.  Bradley  admitted  they  were.]  Well,  sir,  I 
shall  now  show  you  that  Mr.  Eaton's  authority 
was  expressly  disavowed  bv  this  Government. 

My  evidence  in  proof  ot  this,  is  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  dated  28th  of  August. 
1604,  to  Commodore  Morris,  then  the  authorized 
superintending  agent  for  negotiating  with  the 
Barbary  Powers.  I  take  it  from  a  pamphlet,  pub* 
lished  by  Commodore  Morris  himself.  It  is  not 
among  the  documents  communicated  to  us  this 
session  by  the  President,  but  its  authenticity  has 
never  been  denied ;  and  if  any  gentleman  here 
now  questions  it,  I  shall  move  for  a  regular  call 
upon  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  to  re* 
move  the  doubt.  It  contains  the  following  words : 


'  to  retard  a  final  settlement  with  the  Dey.  Mr, 
'  Eaton,  in  this  affair,  cannot  be  considered  an  au- 
'  thorized  agent  of  the  Government." 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Cathcart,  and 
Commodore  Morris,  were  *al)  informed^  by  de- 
spatches from  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  engagements  which  this  Govern- 
ment were  willing  to  niiake.  These  were  a  con- 
cert of  operations  in  measures  of  hostility  against 
the  reigning  Bashaw,  without  pledging  either 
party  to  the  cause  of  the  other. 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  the  real  nature  of 
those  magnificent  ofiers  of  the  reigning  Bashaw 
to  his  brother — the  armed  escort,  and. the  two 
provinces — upon  the  abandonment  of  which,  un- 
der the  influence  of  our  agents,  the  report  raises 
such  a  fund  of  merit  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
Hamet.  The  committee  take  this  circumstance 
from  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Eaton  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  in  February  7,  1804,  printed 
among  the  documents  of  that  season.  Largely 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  has  drawn 
from  that  statement  in  making  his  report,  it  is 
singular  that  the  following  passage  in  it,  page  16, 
has  escaped  his  attention : 

<<  Meantime,  I  had  wrought  upon  the  Bey's  Minister 
to  countenance  and  aid  my  project,  in  consideration  of 
my  promise  to  give  him  $10,000,  on  condition  of  his 
fidelity,  and  in  case  of  its  success.  I  thought  it  good 
policy  to  secure  the  Minister ;  not  so  much  for  the  ser-  « 
vice  he  would  render,  as  to  check  the  mischief- which 
seemed  impending.  He  confessed  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  thto  enemy  Bashaw,  by  this  illusive  overture,  to 
get  possession  of  the  rival  brother  in  order  to  destroy 
him ;  and  he  permitted  my  dragoman,  under  sn  imuno- 
tion  of  secrecy,  to  communicate  the  design  to  Ilamet 
Bashaw.  This  determined  him  to  go  to  Malta,  under 
a  pretext  to  his  people  of  evading  the  Swedish  and 
American  croisers." 
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And  are  these  the  OTertures?  Is  this  the  eligi- 
ble situation,  of  such  precious  value  to  the  ex-Ba- 
shaw, that  this  nation,  or  its  Gorernment,  is  to  be 
charged  with  perfidy  and  treachery  because  our 
agents  prevailed  upon  him  to  abandon  them? 
£ven  so  !  The  reigning  Bashaw  sends  an  escort 
of  forty  men,  with  offers  of  two  provinces,  to  his 
exiled  bi^other,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  him 
into  his  possession  to  destroy  him.  Our  ajrents 
discover  the  project;  apprize  the  destined  victim 
of  his  intended  fate ;'  rescue  him  from  inevitable 
destruction — and  now,  we  are  to  be  told,  that  by 
this  act,  we  were  not  conferring,  but  receiving  an 
obligation,  which  bound  us  in  honor  and  duty  to 
restore  him  to  his  throne. 

The  report  asserts  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
expressed  their  decided  approbation  of  Mr.  Eaton's 
official  conduct  in  these  transactions,  and  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.BRAOLET,)  in  his  argument  this  day, 
has  very  strenuously  insisted  on  this  circumstance 
as  a  proof  that  this  Qovernment  hCkd  then  sanc- 
tioned them.  But  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claifns  is  not  thus  extensive.  It  is  ex- 
pressed in  a  manner  which  peculiarly  confines 
their  applause  to  his  official  conduct  in  his  consu- 
lar agency.  He  was  Consul <  at  Tunis,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  rfavy,  as  I  have  shown,  had  ex- 
plicitly denied  his  authority  for  his  conventions 
with  Hamet  Bashaw. 

Thus  much,  sir,  for  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
tions between  the  agents  of  the  United  States  and 
the  ex-Bashaw,  prior  to  the  year  1804,  when  Com- 
modore Barron  with  his  squadron  were  sent  into 
the  Mediterranean,  and  when  he  was  vested  with 
discretionary  powers  to  avail  himself  of  Hamet's 
co-operation,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Eaton  as  an 
agent  sent  oiit  by  Government  for  that  purpose. 

This  discretionary  power  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ron, the  chairman  ot  the  committee  has  this  day 
strongly  contended  was  altogether  unlimited,  and 
such  is  the  idea  given  of  it  in  the  report ;  but 
this  I  apprehend  to  be  a  mistake  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
statement  of  the  President's  Message,  and  to  the 
testimony  of  Commodore  Barron  himself.  The 
Presidentli  Message  says : 

<*  We  authorized  Commodore  Barron,  then  proceed- 
ing with  his  squadron,  to  enter  into  an  understanding 
with  Hamet,  if  he  should  deem  it  useful ;  and  as  it  was 
represented  that  he  would  need  some  aid  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  even  of  money,  he  was  authorized  to 
furnish  them  to  a  moderate  extent,  according  to  the 
prospect  of  utility  to  be  expected  from  it.  The  in- 
structions of  June  6th,  to  Commodore  Barron,  show 
that  a  co-operation  only  was  intended,  and  by  no  means 
an  union  of  our  object  with  the  fortunes  of  the  ex-Ba- 
shaw ;  and  the  Commodore's  letters  of  March  33,  and 
May  19,  prove  that  he  had  the  most  correct  idea  of  our 
intentions." 

These  letters  of  Commodore  Barron  are  both 
to  Mr.  Eaton  ;  the  first  in  answer  to  one  from  him 
dated  the  18th  of  February,  mentioning  his  in- 
tended convention  with  Hamet,  which  was  not 
then  reduced  to  wilting.  Here  the  Commodore 
says: 

''In  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  regard  the  oims- 


ares  already  punned,  as  well  as  the  mbjeet  of  Ifae  co- 
operation generally,  I  conceive  we  ought  to  tread  with 
the  utmost  cautbn.  It  is  &r  from  my  wiah,  air,  to 
damp  your  ardor,  or  that  of  your  companions  in  anna, 
by  laying  too  great  a  stress,  upon  the  cold  m8:xim8  of 
prudence,  whereby  the  tide  of  success  is  often  lost; 
something^  I  am  aware,  should  always  be  left  to  for- 
tune, in  enterprises  of  this  nature ;  but  I  must  own 
there  are  certain  things,  expressed  in  your  despatches, 
which,  when  brought  to  the  test  of  my  instructions 
from  home,  give  birth  to  feelings  of  doubt  and  uneasi- 
ness; these  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  point  out 
to  you  with  candor  and  expticitness,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  fully  understood.  You  must  be  sensible  that 
in  giving  their  sanction  to  a  co-operation  with  the  exiled 
Bashaw,  Government  did  not  contemplate  the  measort 
as  leading,  necessarily  and  absolutely,  to  a  reinsUt^ 
ment  of  that  prince  in  his  rights  on  the  Regency  of 
Tripoli.  They  appear  to  have  viewed  Ae  eo-operatiim 
in  question  as  a  means,  which,  if  there  existed  eaeigy 
and  enterprise  in  the  exile,  and  attachment  to  his  per* 
son  on  the  part  of  his  fonner  subjects,  might  be.employed 
ta  the  common  furtherance  and  advantage  of  hie  claims 
and  our  cause,  but  without  meaning  to  letter  them- 
selves by  any  specific  and  definite  attainment  as  an 
end,  which  the  tenor  of  my  instructions  and  the  limited 
sum  appropriated  for  that  special  purpose,  clearly  de- 
monstrate. I  fear,  by  the  convention  which  you  were 
about  to  enter  into  with  Hamet,  and  by  the  complexion 
of  other  measures,  that  a  wider  range  may  have  been 
taken  than  is  consistent  with  the  powers  vested  in  me 
for  that  particular  object  These  apprehensions  may, 
perhaps,  prove  groundless,  on  fhrther  representations 
frt>m  you ;  but,  under  my  present  impressions,  I  fed  it 
my  duty  to  state,  explicitly,  that  I  must  withhold  my 
sanction  to  any  convention  or  agreement  oommitting 
the  United  States,  or  tending  to  impress  upon  Hamet 
Bashaw  a  conviction  that  we  have  bound  ourselves  to 
place  him  iqxm  the  throne.  The  oonsequenoes  involv- 
ed in  such  an  engagement  cannot  but  strike  you  ibret- 
Uy,  and  a  general  view  of  our  situation,  in  relation  to 
the  reigning  Bashaw  and  our  unfortunate  ooantzymen 
in  Tripoli,  will  be  sufilcient  to  mark  its  inexpediency. 

'*  I  wish  you  to  undentand  that  no  guarantee  or  en- 
gagement to  the  exited  Prince,  whose  cause,  I  must 
repeat,  we  are  only  favoring  as  an  instrument  to  our  ad- 
vantage, and  not  as  an  end  in  itself,  must  be  held  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  our  acquiescence  to  any  honorable 
and  advantageous  terms  of  accommodation  which  the 
reigning  Bashaw  may  be  induced  to  propose;  such 
terms  being  once  ofl*ered  and  accepted  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  Government  appointed  to  treat  of  peace, 
our  support  to  the  ex-Bashaw  must  necessarily  cease." 

This  letter  was  written  upwards  of  a  month  be- 
fore.the  capture  of  Derne.  I  have  read  thus  much 
of  it,  because  it  elucidates  most  clearly  what  the 
intention  of  the  Grovernment  was,  and  shows  that 
this  intention  was  perfectly  well  understood  by 
Commodore  Barron.  Mr.  Baton  also  was  aware 
that  the  discretion  of  the  Commodore  was  by  no 
means  unlimited  as  to  the  sum  of  money  appro- 
priated to  this  obiect.  That  sum  was  twenty 
thousand  dollars ;  but  after  the  capture  of  Derne 
he  answered  the  Commodore's  letter ;  informed 
him  that  nearly  thirty  thousanddoUars  had  been  al- 
ready spent  in  getting  thus  far;  called  for  a  further 
large  supply  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  gates 
of  Tripoli,  and  even  when  arrived  there,  expects 
the  Bashaw  oould  ''effect  little,  without  more 
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^  miUC8r|r  talents  and  firmness  tl»aa  exists  either  io 
^  himseli  or  the  hordes  of  Arabs  who  attach  them- 
'selires  to  him." 

The  Commodore'^  letter  of  May  19,  is  in  reply- 
to  this,  aod  says  r 

**  The  business  is  now  arrired  at  that  point  where, 
if  the  £x-Bashaw«  after  beings  put  in  possession  of 
Deme,  his  former  government,  and  the  district  in  which 
his  interest  is  most  powerful,  has  not  in  himself  energy 
and  talent,  and  is  so  destitute  of  means  and  resources, 
ss  not  to  be  able  to  more  on  with  snccesaAil  progreis, 
SBconded  by  our  naval  fbrce  acting  on  the  ooastrhe 
mast  be  held  unworthy  of  fordier  support,  and  the  co- 
opeiation  as  a  measnre  too  axponsive  and  burdensome, 
sad  too  Uide  pregnant  with  hope  or  advantage,  to  jus^ 
tify  its  further  prosecution ;  for  whatever,  sir,  may  have 
been  onoe  the  intentiena  of  Government  on  this  subject, 
«nd  whatever  your  ideas  touching  those  intentions,  I 
feel  that  I  have  already  gone  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
anthority.  The  instructions  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, on  this  particulax  point,  with  which  you  are  not 
unsoquainted,  fall  short  of  that  unlimited  discretion  and 
power  of  application^  as  relates  to  funds,  insisted  on  in 
joor  letter,  and  are  totally  silent  in  regard  to  the  quan^ 
titj  and  description  of  supplies  and  stores,  which  you 
mention  to  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  Govern- 
ment to  fumlsh  to  the  Bashaw." 

Thus,  sir,  the  discretionary  power  of  Commo- 
dore Barron,  to  avail  himseli  of  Hamet's  co-ope- 
ration, was  not  unlimited — neither  by  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Executive,  nor  in  his  own  understand- 
ing. It  was  limited  both  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
engagement  he  was  to  contract,  and  as  to  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  purpose;  co-operation  is  a 
term  of  reciprocal  import — it  certainlv  means  that 
there  should  be  some  operation  on  both  sides.  The' 
operation  in  this  case  by  sea,  was  to  be  conducted 
entirely  and  exclusively  by  the  squadron  of  the 
United  States.  Hamet  Bashaw  could  contribute, 
and  was  expected  to  contribute,  nothing  to  that. 
His  operation  was  to  bfe  by  land  ;  and,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  ordinary  reciprocity,  it  might  have  been 
required  that  this  also  should  be  exclusively  at 
bis  expense.  The  Government,  however,  were 
williog  to  furnish  him  some  aid  even  there.  And 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  'had  been  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose.  This  was  goins;  as  far 
as  pradence  would  warrant,  or  as  good  faith  could 
require.  Hamet  himself  could  have  entertained 
no  other  expectation,  since,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Eaton,  of  3d  January,  he  says :  "  Your  operations 
should  be  carried  on  by  sea ;  mine  by  land."  And 
eren  after  the  peace  was  made,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Eaton,  of  20th  June,  he  acknowledges,  as 
clearly  as  language  can  express  it,  that  the  failure 
of  co-operation  was  not  on  our  part,  but  his  own  ; 
that  his  means  had  not  been  found  to  answer  our 
reasonable  expectations;  and  that  he  was  "satis- 
fied with  all  our  nation  has  done  concerning  him." 

Indeed,  sir,  I  know  not  upon  what  principle  of 
common  sense,  Commodore  Barron  eoald  have 
given  to  his  instructions  that  unbounded  exten- 
sion which  the  committee  has  found  in  them. 
The  subject  of  availing  himself  of  Hamet's  cO' 
operation,  waa  commiited  entirely  to  his  discre- 
tion, and  $20^000  were  placed  at  his  disposal  lor 


that  purpose.  Could  he  possibly  understand  by 
this,  that  after  $30,000  had  been  expended  in  get- 
ting the  ex-Bashaw  to  Derne,  $50,000  more  should 
be  called  for  to  carry  him  before  the  walls  of 
Tripoli,  and  then  be  able  to  do  nothing  unless 
men  were  furnished  froni  the  squadron  to  lead  a 
coup  de  main  ?  What  sort  of  co-operation  is  this, 
inwhich  one  party  does  everythinsand  the  other 
thing?  Was  it- possible  for  the  Commodore  to 
suppose  that  the  co-operation  was  to  be  with  our- 
selves? and  that  the  meaning  of '^  your  operations 
are  to  be  by  sea,  and- mine  by  land."  is.  your  ope- 
rations are  to  be  both  by  sea  and  land;  mine  by 
neither  1 

The  next  assertion  of  the  report,  for  proof  of 
which  I  am  still  to  inquire,  is,  that  even  after  the 
aid  of  the  Americans  was  withdrawn  from  Hamet 
Bashaw,  he  "  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 
'  pulse,  nave  marched  to  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
'  had  he  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  ol  the 
^  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and  good 
^  faith  he  had  a  right  to  expect.?  Compare  this, 
sir,  with  the  statement  in  the  President's  Message: 
"  In  the  event  it  was  found  that,  after  placing  the 
'  ex-Bashaw  in  possession  of  Derne,  one  of  the 
'  most  important  cities  and  provinces  of  the  coun- 
'  try,  where  he  had  resided  himself  as  Qovernor, 
^  he  was  totally  unable  to  command  any  resources, 
'  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co-operation  with  us.  This 
^  hope  was  then  at  an  end  ;  and  we  certainly  had 
^  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  prepared,  to 
'  land  an  army  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay,  or 
'  subsist  an  army  of  Arabs,  to  march  from 
^  Derne  to  Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war, 
'at  such  a  distance  from  our  resources.  Our 
'  means  and  our  authority  were  merely  naval ; 
'  and  that  such  were  the  expectations  of  Hamet, 
'  his  letter  of  June  29  is  an  unequivocal  acknow- 
'  ledffmen^" 

If  Hamet,  after  the  capture  of  Derne,  was  to- 
tally unable  to  command  any  resources,  or  bear 
any  pairt  in  co-operation  with  us,  how  can  it  be 
said  that  he  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 
pulse, have  marched  to  the  throne  of  TripolL  had 
he  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  of  our 
squadron  1  But,  .further,  I  ask  what  were  the 
means,  what  were  the  resources,  of  this  sovereign 
Prince,  from  the  hour  when  Mr.  Eaton  received 
his  orders  to  withdraw  from  him  ?  The  event 
sir,  is  worth  a .  thousand  arguments.  He  could 
not  support  .himself  a  day.  He  was  compelled 
to  take  mstantaneous  refuge  on  board  oqr  vessels, 
and  was  saved  from  destruction  only  by  being 
brought  away..  Does  this  look  like  marching  to  the 
throne  of^Tripoli  7 

The  nextj  and  most  exceptionable  of  all  the 
errors  contained  in  this  report,  is  the  imputation 
it  casts  upon  the  characters^nd  the  wounds  it 
must  inflict  upon  the  feelings,  of  highly  confiden- 
tial officers  of  this  Government — one  of  them  ab- 
sent from  the  country,  at  the  distance  of  four  thou- 
sand miles,  unable  to  defend  himself,  and  with- 
out a  friend,  to  my  knowledge  to  defend  him  here. 
The  other  an  ofiicer  universally  respected,  labor- 
ing under  a  long  and  painful  illness,  whose  infirm- 
ities should  rather  have  added  sanctity  to  the 
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claim  of  delicacy  witii  which  iodiyidual  charac- 
ter ought  to  be  treated. 

[Mr.  Wright  here  sliid  the  report  was  misrep- 
resented. That  he  had  treated  Commodore  Bar- 
ron's character  with  perfect  respect. J 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the 
report  has  very  explicitly  declared  that  no  blati^e 
ought  to  attach  to  Commodore  Barron  ;  but  it  has 
also  declared  that  a  wasting  sickness,  and  conse- 
quent mental  as  well  as  bodily  debility,  had  render- 
ed him  totally  unable  to  command  the  squadron ; 
that  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the  final 
failure  of  the  plan  of  co-operatioD ;  that  Mr.  Lear 
appears  to  have  saioed  a  complete  ascendency 
over  him,  thus  debilitated  by  sickness ;  or  rather 
that  Lear,  having  assumed  the  command,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commodore,  paralyzed  every  mili- 
tary operation  by  sea  and  land ;  and  they  go  so 
far  as  to  impute  to  Mr.  Lear  all  the  letters  of 
Commodore  Barron,  subsequent  to  that  of  21st  of 
March,  1805.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
considers  all  this,  sir,  as  perfectly  respectful  to  the 
Commodore,  I  can  only  say  that  it  appears  in  a 
different  lic^ht  to  me,  nor  do  I  imagine  it  will  bear 
that  complexion  to  the  person  immediately  inter- 
ested in  it.  But  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  gone  yet  further.  He  has  told  ypu,  in  so  many 
words,  that  the  Commodore  was  reduced  to  a  state 
of  perfect  childhood;  has  represented  him  as 
equally  incapable  of  thought  and  of  action ;  in  a 
mere  state  of  dotage.  And  all  this  upon  what 
evidence?  Why,  because,  in  one  of  his  letters. 
Commodore  Barron  says  he  is  unable  to  write 
with  his  own  hand ;  and  because,  from  the  19th 
to  the  22d  of  May,  there  appear  among  the  docu- 
ments, five  letters,  long  letters,  says  the  gentle- 
man, and  yet  the  Commodore's  secretary  nad  an 
inflammation  in  his  eyes.  Sir,  is  it  possible  the 
gentleman  could  be  serious  in  dwelling  upon,  and 
repeatedly  recurring,  as  he  did,  to  this,  as  a  proof 
of  incapacity  in  the  Commodore,  and  of  crimin-' 
ality  in  Mr.  Lear?  Whether  he  was  serious  or 
not,  I  cannot^teil ;  but  his  reasoning  had  no  seri- 
ous impression  upon  my  mind ;  and  when  a  cause 
rests  upon  such  arguments  as  these;  it  is  a  strong 
presuhiption  of  its  destitution  of  any  better. 

[Mr.  jBradley  here  said  Mr.  Adams  had  mis- 
taken him;  that  his  argument  had  dwelt  upon 
Captain  Dent's  testimony .] 

Mr.  Adams  replied — Sir,  every  member  of  the 
Senate  who  now  hears  me,  heard  what  that  gen- 
tleman had  sajd  before.  I  appeal  to  them  whether 
he  did  not  urge  repeatedly,  with  great  apparent 
zeal  and  earnestness,  the  Commodore's  illness  and 
the  secretary's  sore  eyes,  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  Lear 
must  have  written  all  tHe  Commodore's  letters;  if 
he  did,  I  am  now  replying  to  what  he  said;  if  he 
did  not,  I  am  content  tnat  what  I  am  saying  should 
pass  for  absurdity.  Suppose  the  Commodore  was 
unable  to  write  with  his  own  hand,  or  even  to 
dictate  to  another  every  line  and  sentence  of  those 
letters,  if  the  leading  ideas  were  his,  might  they 
not  be  written  by  any  other?  Suppose  his  secre- 
tary had  sore  eyes,  was  there  no  other  person  in  the 
squadron  who  could  read  and  write  but  Mr.  Lear? 
Surely, sir,  all  the  common  dense  and  commonl 


capacities  of  the  whole  squadron,  was  neither  dis- 
solved by  the  Commodore's  illness,  nor  consumed 
by  the  inflammation  of  his  secretary's  eyes.  As 
to  Captain  Dent's  testimony,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  inference  drawn  from  it  in  the  report,  is  much 
more  broad' and  comprehensive  than  the  testimo- 
ny itself  will  warrant.  With 'Captain  Dent.  I 
hav&  not  the  pleasure  of  an  acquamtance,  ana  I 
certainly  never  heard  a  syllable  to  the  disparage- 
ment of  his  character.  But,  air,  permit  me  to 
ol»erve,  that  the  letter  from  him  on^wiuch  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  relies,  waa  not  cotem- 
porary  with  the  occurrences  to  which  it  alludes; 
It  18  a  sort  of  postliminary  eyidenee,  drawn  up 
since  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  and 
doubtless  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  corroborat- 
ing the  view  of  things  previously  taken.  It  is  un- 
fortunately too  notorious,  that  among  the  officers 
employed  in  the  Mediterranean  service,  there  has 
been  a  division  into  parties;  and  that  a  very  ani- 
mated party  spirit  has  mingled  itself  in  all  the 
narratives  which  have  been  published  and  circu- 
lated in  conversations  respecting  their  transactions. 
In  all  such  cases,  persons  influenced  by  such  feel- 
ings, thoug^b  of  unimpeachable  integrity  and  of 
clear  understanding,  are  seldom  altogether  free 
from  a  certain  bias.  Some  allowance  must  al- 
ways be  made  on  such  occasions,  and  testimony 
the  most  unquestionable  on  the  score  of  upright- 
ness, must  be  susceptible  of  some  deduction  frotn 
the  medium  through  which  things  are  seen.  Yet 
what  is  the  amount  of  Captain  Dent's  testimony? 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  little  more  than  mere  opin- 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  officers  in  the 


ion. 


squadron;  and  it  was  his  own  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  over  the  Commo- 
dore in  his  measures  relative  to  the  squadron. 
And  on  what  was  this  opinion  founded?  Why^ 
on  Mr.  Lear's  intiraacjr  with  him  during  his  de- 
bilitated state.  Well,  sir,  and  with  whom  .^ould 
the  Commodore  have  entertained  this  intimacy, 
if  not  with  Mr.  Lear?  A  mutual  consultation 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  upon  the  nego* 
tiation  of  the  peace,  was  enjoined  upon  both  bv 
their  instructions.  What  could  be  more  natural, 
what  more  proper  than  this  intimacy?  and  if  Mr. 
Lear  did  obtain  an  ascendency  to  the  full  extent 
of  Captain  Dent's  opinion,  why  is  it  to  be  charged 
upon  him  as  a  crime?  Let  me  go  one  step  farther. 
I  entreat  every  member  of  the  Senate  to  read  over 
attentively  those  letters  communicated,  to'  us  as 
Commodore  Barron's,  but  which  the  report  insists 
upon  considering  as  Mr.  Lear's,  and  then  say  whe- 
ther it  is  at  all  material  who  wrote  them.  Sir, 
there  is  in  them  a  fund  of  good  sense,  of  sober  dis- 
cretion, of  clear  discernment,  of  anxious  regard 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  of  vigilant  attention 
to  the  public  interests,  which  bespeaks  an  origin 
from  a  sound  head  and  a  well  placed  heart.  I 
care  not  who  wrote  them;  I'do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  bo  official  documents  presented  to  the 
Senate  sinee  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  body,  have  been  stamped  with  more  sterling 
intrinsic  value.  The  arguments  in  the  letters  to 
Mr.  Eaton,  on  the  .subject  of  tbe  co-operation  with 
Hamet  Baihaw,  and  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Biaton' « 
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measures,  are,  to  my  mind,  not  only  substantial, 
but  unanswerable.    Those  in  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Lear,  on  the  subject  of  negotiation  with  the  reign- 
ing Bashaw,  are  cogent  and  forcible.    The  report 
of  your  committee  indeed  calls  them  pretended 
reasons,  and  imputes  them  to  Mr.  Lear.    It  says, 
the  committee  will  not  condescend  to  enter  into  a 
consideration  of  them.    Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  for 
it.    I  beliere  sincerely,  that  if  they  had  conde< 
sceoded  thus  far,  they  would  have  found  the  rea- 
sons were  solid  and  weighty ;  that  they  were  well 
deserving  of  all  the  consideration  which  they 
tbouffht  proper  to  deny  them.    They  did  conde- 
scend to  speak  the  language  of  reproach  and  bitter 
censure  upon  an  officer  of  high  trust  and  confi- 
dence, far  distant  from  his  country,  and   thus 
unable  to  defend  himself.    They  did  condescend 
thus  to  accuse  him  in  the  face  of  the  President's 
Message,  which  declares  that  he  had  perfectly 
understood,  and  faithfully  executed,  thie  real  in- 
tentions of  the  Executive  whose  minister  he  is. 
They  did  condescend  to  condemn  him  unheard, 
upon  evidence,  to  say  the  least,  very  questionable « 
and  I  cannot  think  it  would  have  been  unbecom- 
ing their  dignity,  to  give  a  moment  of  considera- 
tion to  the  reasons  alleged  for  his  conduct.    That 
condescension  which  the  committee  denied  him. 
1  hope   this   Senate  will  freely  grant.    It  will 
exalt  rather  than  debase  even  the  Senate  of  the 
Uoiled  States,  to  consider  the  reasons  alleged  in 
behalf  of  a  feiiow-citizeo,  and  fellow-servant  of 
the  public,  accused  of  having  betrayed  his  trust 
and  di]«graced  his  country.,    It  is  the  more  sur- 
prising, sir,  that  the  committee  should  have  treated 
with  such  contempt  the  reasons  for  negotiating 
the  peace,  when  we  find  by  their  own  statement 
that  the  first  of  these  reasons  is  the  danger  of  the 
American  prisoners  in  Tripoli.    The  committee 
say  they  think  it  had  no  foundation;  but  if  this 
was  their  opinion,  might  not  Commodore  Barron 
and  Mr.  Lear,  without  being  idiots  or  traitors, 
have  another?    It  is  indeed  a  little  singular  that 
the  letter  from  Commodore  Rodgers,  which  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  read  you.  is  itself 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  danger  in  wnich  the 
prisoners  misht  be,  was  the  decisive  reason  for 
concluding  the  peace.    He  says,  indeed,  that  he 
never  thought  tne  prisoners  in  danger,  himself ; 
but  he  expTicitlv  declares  that  the  apprehension 
of  what  the  Bashaw  in  his  despair  might  do  with 
them,  Was  the  preponderating  impulse  to  the  ne- 
gotiation..   The  report  also  contains  an  extract 
irom  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Wormeley,  then  him- 
self a  prisoner,  and  who  likewise  says  that  he  does 
not  think  their  lives  were  in  danger.    Well,  sir, 
and  what  does  this  prove?     That  Lieutenant 
Wormeley  is  a  man  ot  intrepidity,  not  easily  ter- 
rified.   Of  this  I  have  no  doubt;  but  it  proves  no 
tnore;  for  in  the  same  letter  he  says  he  was  all 
the  time  in  close  confinement,  and  had  very  little 
means  of  knowing  what  the  Bashaw's  intentions 
were,  or  what  he  was  likely  to  have  done.    On 
the  other  hand,  you  have  the  testimony  of  Captain 
Bainbridge,  and  of  the  Danish  consul,  Nissen. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  you  that 
Captain  Baiobridge  says  nothing  of  that  import , 


himself;  but  Mr.  Nissen  says  it,  in  a  postscript  to 
a  letter  written  by  Captain  Bainbridge,and  which 
he  therefore  must  have  known  of  before  it  was 
sent;  and,  besides  this,  there  are  several  other 
letters  of  uapiain  Bainbridge,  among  the  unprint- 
ed  documents,  in  which  he  assumes  the  style  of  a 
strong  suppliant  for  peace.  To  the  same  effect  is 
the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Lear's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  giving  an  account  of  the  ne- 
gotiation— "At  11  A.  M.,  June  1st,  our  unfortunate 
'  countryman,  Captain  Bainbridge,  oame  on  board, 
'  who  had  beiro  permitted  to  come  off  under  the 
'  gaaranty  of  the  Danish  consul,  and  Sidi  Mahom*> 
/  et  Dghies,  the  Minister  of  Foreign.  Affairs.  He 
'  assured  me  that  the  Americana  would  not  be 

*  delivered  until  a  treaty  of  peace  should  be  made 

*  with  the  Bashaw,  as  peace  was  more  hit  object 
^  than  the  sum  he  might  get  for  the  captives;  and 

*  as  it  was  our  intention  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it 
'  would  be  cruel  to  let  our  countrymen  languish  in 
'  captivity,  merely  on  the  punctilio  of  negotiating 
^  a  treatv  oefore  or  after  their  delivery,  as  whatever 
'  related  to  them  was  already  understood."  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  told  us  that  Mr. 
Nissen,  who  was  merely  a  consul,  could  not  be  so 
well  informed  as  Mr.  Wormeley,  whether  the 
prisoners  were  in  danger  or  not.  How  his  testi- 
mony can  lose  an v  of  its  weight  from  his  being  a 
consul,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  He  was  indeed 
a  consul ;  he  was  also  that  friend  of  our  country, 
that  friend  of  humanitv,  whose  benevolence  ana 
kind  attentions  to  our  fellow-citizens  in  captivity 
have  been  acknowledged  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
thanks  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  during 
the  present  session;  and  from  his  situation  at  the 
time,  I  should  suppose  his  means. of  information 
must  have  been  greater  than  those  of  a  prisoner  in 
close  confinement.  Besides,  sir,  although  we  now 
are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wormeley's  opinion,  it 
could  not  be  known  to  Commodore  Barron  ocMr. 
Lear,  then.  He  had  no  access  to  them,  nor  thev 
to  him.  They  acted  on  the  information  they  had, 
and  not  on  that  which  thev  could  not  have.  I 
will  indeed  freely  acknowledge  that  my  own 
opinion  agrees  with  that  of  Mr.  Wormeley,  and 
not  with  that  of  Mr.  Nissen;  I  do  not  believe  that 
in  any  event  the  Bashaw  would  have  sacrificed 
the  lives  of  our  prisoners.  I  believe  he  would 
have  followed  the  course  most  useful  to  himself, 
and  that,  at  the  last  extremity,  he  would  rather 
have  turned  them  to  such  account  as  he  could, 
and  given  them  up  for  peace  rather  than  put  them 
to  death.  This  may  nave  been  an  error  in  Mr. 
Lear;  but  as  far  as  I  can  find  from  the  papers 
before  us, 

**  The  very  head  and  front  of  his  ofiending 
Hod  this  extent — no  more." 
Yet,  sir,  when  I  consider  the  extreme  solicitude 
manifested  through  this  whole  country  for  the 
fate  of  these  our  unfortunate  fellow-citizens,  and 
how  anxious  we  all  were  for  their  redemption,  I 
can  excuse  that  error  which  consisted  in  too  ten- 
der a  r^ard  for  their  situations,  though  I  cannot 
justify  it  altogether;  I  certainly  never  can  brand 
as  treachery,  what,  at  worst,  was  virtue  carried 
too  far,  on  the  borders  of  weakness. 
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The  President's  Message^  after  statiog  what 
were  really  the  iDtentioos'of  this  GroverDmeat  in 
respect  to  a  co-operation  with  Hamet — ^after  stat- 
ing that  Commodore  Barron  had  most  correctly 
understood  these  intentions,  refers  to  Hamet's  let- 
ter of  Jane  29th,  as  a  proot  thajt  he  himself  had 
also  understood  them,  and  our  -engagements  with 
him  in  the  same  manner;  but  the  report  of  the 
committee,  after  tacitly  rejecting  the  declaration 
of  the  President,  after  undertaking  to  disqualify 
Commodore  Barron  by  his  illness,  concludes  with 
disqualifying  Hamet  himself,  because  he  was 
amonff  straof ers,  in  distress,  and  in  fear  of  starv- 
ing. They  discredit  alike  both  the  parties  to  the 
contract,  and  the  only  person  authorized  to  the 
negotiation.  Commodore  Barron  was  not  a  moral 
agent,  for  he  was  sick*  The  ex-Bashaw  Was^not 
a  moral  agent,  because  be  was  famished.  Why 
the  l^resident  was  nor  to  be  credited,  they  have 
indeed  left  us  to  conjecture ;  but  it  is  a  new  mode 
of  establishing  facts,  to  deny  the  powers  of  moral 
agency  to  all  the  persons,  who  are  the  best  possi- 
ble witnesses  to  the  transactions. 

The  last  assertion  of  the  report,  for  which  I 
can  find  no  sufficient  support  in  the  documents 
before  us,  and  which  I  shall  now  notice,  is,  that 
the  stipulation  of  the  reignine  Bashaw,  to  deliver 
up  his  brother,  his  wife,  and  children^  has  not  been 
carried  into  execution,  and  that  "it  is  highly  pro-^ 
bable  it  was  never  intended  to  be."  That  they 
have  not  been  delivered  up,  I  suppose  to  be  true. 
That  they  have  been  demanded,  does  not  appear. 
That  they  could  be  demanded  before  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  is  at  least  questionable;  but 
that  they  will  be  demanded  and  obtained,  I  do  trust 
and  believe,  lor  I  hope  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
will  give  us  a  perfect  right  to  make  the  demana. 
I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
executed.  Upon  what  evidence  did  the  commit- 
tee form  this  opinion?  Was  it  upon  the  assertion 
in  Mr.  Eaton's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? 
That,  sir,  must^  I  think,  be  founded  upon  some 
mistake;  for  it  intimates  that  there  was  a  secret 
article  to  that  effect.  Now,  sir,  we  know  that  this 
could  not  be;  as  an  article  of  the  treaty,  if  secret, 
we  must  have  known  it  in  this  body.  It  must 
have  been  cominunicated  to  u?.  We  know  that 
there  is  no  such  article  as  an  agreement  between 
the  Bashaw  and  Mr.  Lear,  no  such  agreement 
could  take  place.  Mr.  Lear  could  pot  possibly 
make  it.  Had  he  incurred  the  guilt  and  folly  of 
assenting  to  such  a  bargain,  it  could  not  take  from 
us  the  right  of  insisting,  as  I  hope  we  shall  effect- 
ually do,  upon  the  real  and  foroial  stipulation  .of 
the  treaty.  Such  an  intentiqn  must  have  defeated 
itself. 

There  are  many  other  facts  stated  in  this  report, 
sir,  against  the  correctness  of  which  objections 
might  be  made,  but  which,  as  being  of  minor 
importance,  I  leave  unnoticed.  There  may  be, 
and  probably  are,  others  which  have  escaped  my 
observation.  According  to  my  view  of  the  docu- 
ments, the  embarrassment  would  be,  nut  in  select- 
ing those,  but  in  finding  any  to  which  the  convic- 
tion of  my  mind  could  assent.  Had  the  bill  been 
constructed  upon  the  only  foundation  which  can, 


in  my  opinion,  warrant  a  grant  to  Hamet  Cara- 
malii,  I  mean  the  foundation  recommended  by 
the  President's  Message — the  liberality  and  mag- 
nanimity  of  the  nation — it  would  have  had  my 
willing  vote.  But,  questionable  as  the  statement 
of  the  report  appears  to  ,me,  I  see  no  such  princi- 
ples of  duty  arising  from  it,  as  it  alleses,  and  must 
therefore  vote  igainst  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Wednbsdat.  April  3. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russel  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  28th  of  February  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  bill  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  <^- 
cers'of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;" 
whereupon,  Resolved^  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives doth  disagree  to  the  said  modification, 
and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
amendment.  They  have  passed  a  bill^  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  courts ;"  also,  a  biU,  entitled  *'Au  act 
to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  for  other  purposes  ;** 
in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bayaru,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29th  of  March  last,  the  account  of 
expenses  for  fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber,  for 
the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  signed, 
for  B»  H.  Latrobe,  John  Lenthau,  made  report ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli.  ex -Bashaw 
of  Tripoli ;  and,  on  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

Thubsoat,  April  3. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  ap- 

gropriating  a  sum  to  discharge  the  account  for 
tting  up  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr*  Bayard  asked  and  obtained  i^ave  of  abpence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts."  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Mitchilu  Mr. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Turner,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 
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The  Mil,  entitled  "An  aet  to  provide  for  the 
adjostment  of  tides  t>f  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Mieblnn,  and  for  other  jnirposeii,"  was  read  the 
Meond  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Tbaot  and  others, 
the  eommittee  to  whom  was  referred^  on  the  2dd 
ef  Deedmbeir  last,  the  Messace  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  this  stto^t,  to  ooasideT  and 
report  thereon* 

•  The  Senato*  resnmed,  aa  tn  Coittniittee  of  the 
Whole,  the*  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  en* 
titled  **An  act  to  contiane  in  foroe  an  act,  entitled 
'An  aet  to  anthdri^e  the  Secretarf  of  War  to  wme 
hnd  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  and  haWng 
hi  part  adopted  the  report,  the  bill  was^mendecP 
and  reported  to  the  House  aecordinffly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Braolet  be  on  the  eom- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
aet  authorizin^a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States/'  in  place  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, President  pro  tmmore. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Rusacl  Was 
lead  the  third  time, andpassed. 

A  messajg^  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  hate  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  abi  to  amend  the  aet,  entitled 
*An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
leparate  governments,'  and  for  other  purposes;'' 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  S^ablichment  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1806 ;"  in  which 
bills  they  desire  the  cencmrenee  of  the  Senate.^ 

The  balle.were  read|  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  BeaMe  toek  into  eoaaideieiliatt  the  reaoln- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adheriiig  lo 
their  disagreeiaeat  to  the  amendioent  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bil^  entitled  ^An  aet  to  rMolate  and  fix  the 
compematioos  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,'^  to  wit :  the  insertion 
of  a  seetioa  to  follow  the  first  section  of  the  origi- 
aalbUL 

Eeadeed^  That  the  Senate  leeede  from  their 
nid  amendment* 

The  Senate  resnoMd  the  third  rending  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  HametCaraaialli,  ex-Bashaw 
ef  Tripoli  i"  and,  o&  motion,  that  the  bill,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  17th  of 
March  kst,  be  recommiued,  it  passed  id  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 15^  nays  14^  as  follows: 

YiAs-^M eMn.  Ad«Da»  Bahlwin,  Gondii,  Oaillurd, 
GilaiiaY  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Moore,  Pliuner, 
8buUi  of  Now  Yorii,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter, 
•ad  Tuner. 

Nats— Meiirs.  Adair,  Ajidenon,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
RillboQM^  Maday,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Tracy,  White, 
Worthmgton,  and  Wright 

And,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  they  be  re  • 
ferred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  bill, 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Sumter, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

was  referred,  on  the  3]st  of  March  last,  the  bill  to 

tospend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 

9th  Con. 


Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory,  reported  the  biU 
withont  amendment. 
On  motion, 

Reached^  That  the  letters  of  Mr.  Baton,  Captain 
Dent,  and  Lieutenant  Wormeley,  in  answer  to  the  in* 
qniries  stated  by  the  chairman  m  the  eommittee  on  the 
application  ef  Hamet  OaramaUi,  he  printed,  togethet 
with  the  Ibllowiifg  letten,  to  wit: 

From  Commodoce  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  date  of  June  8,  1805. 

From  Hamet  Badiaw  to  Oommodore  Banron,  of  Feb- 
rasry  15, 1805. 

From  Commodote  Banron  to  Hamet  Bashaw,  ef 
March  31,  1806. 

From  Commodore  Banon  to  Captain  Hull,  of  March 
2^  1805. 

From  Willism  Baton  to  Commodore  Barron,  of  May 
39,  1805. 

From  Commodore  Rodgers  to  William  Baton,  of 
June  5,  1805. 

The  remainder  of  the  letter  from  Tobias  Lear  to 
William  Eaton,  not  published  befbre,  of  June  6,  1805. 

From  Wiffiam  Baton  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  June 
13,  1805. 

From  Tobias  Lear  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
July  5, 1805. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Tobias  Lear,  dated 
Jwie  e,  1804. 


FitiDAt,  April  4. 

-The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  mahing  appropria* 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish* 
ment  of  the  United  Sutee  for  the  year  1806,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Memrs.  StohBi 
BaLvwrn,  And  AvAin,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  hill^  eatitled  <^An  act  to  divide  the  Indian* 
Territory  rate  two  separate  ffovemnftents,  imi  fof 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  WoRTHiirorofi,  TraoT|  and 
Baldwiit,  to  consider  and. report  thereon. 

A  messioffe  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  aet  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act.  entitled 
'An  aet  regulating  foreign^  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the  second  section 
thereof,"  with  amendments  to  the  amendments,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  haye  passed  a  bill^  entitled  ^An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  oi  the  United  States  on 
the  GoTernment  of  Frairce;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  farther  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  and  for" other  purposes;**  in  which  bfHa 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  joint  resolution  "that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  time  that  the  two  Honses  of  Con- 
gress may  adjourn." 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  in  the  naessage 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTCBTLL  presented  the  petition  of  Azariah    ^ 
Egleston  and  others,  praying  that  a  post  road  may 
be  established,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition 
from  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
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to  the  citr  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Coonecti- 
CQiyOD  the  FariDs:ton  rirer  road;  aod  the  petitiuo 
wan  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coosideratioo. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  ameod- 
men  IP  of  the  House  of  Ref>re»eiiiati7es  lo  their 
ameRrdinentii  to  the  bill,  entitled  **Aa  act  to  reffu- 
late  so  macn  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulat- 
ing foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposeH.'  aa  h 
contained  in  the  second  section  thereof;"  and 
concurred  therein. 

'  The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  8U2«pend  the  Kale  of  certain  landsi  in  tk6 
State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory;**  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  l^th  of  January  last,  the  report 
and  esiimates  of  appropriatidtox  necessary  fur  the 
year  1806,  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  report  by 
bill. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  confer 
on  the  time  Congress  may  adjourn,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  lor  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  readinflr  of  the 
bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  repeal  so  mucli  of  any  act 
or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  tbe 

Sublic  debt  in  payment  for  landx  of  the  United 
tates,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt ;"  and  oo  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  as  follows: 

**Be  it  enaded,  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Re/m- 
untativee  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congreu 
aseembted.  That  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
ise the  receipt  of  endencea  of  ihe  puhlic  debt,  in  pay* 
Blent  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  shall,  ftom  and 
after  the  30th  of  April,  1806,  be  repealed :  Promded^ 
That  the  right  of  all  persons  who  may  have  purchased 
pvblic  lands  previous  to  the  paanage  of  this  act,  to  pay 
for  the  same  in  stock,  shall  in  no  wise  be  afibcted  or 
impaired :  And  provided  further.  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  on  every  payment  made  at  or  before  the  same 
shall  fall  due,  for  the  lands  purchased  befpre  the  30th  of 
April,  1806,  in  addition  to  the  discounts  now  allowed 
by  law,  a  deduction  equal  to  the  diflere nee  at  the  time 
of  such  payment,  between  the  market  price  of  sii  per 
cent  stock  and  the  nominal  value  thereof;  which  mar- 
ket price  shall,  from  time  time,  be  stated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  the  officers  of  th^several  land 
offices:" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  21,  as 
follows: 

Vsiis — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Hillhouae,  Pickering* 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit,  Oaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mit- 
chUl,  Moore.  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont.  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  as  amended,  it  passed  in  the  aflirmative — 
yeas  22.  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit« 
Oaillard,  Howland,  KitcheU  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
nesasee.  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Tracgr,  Tomer,  Worthington,  and  Wright.  j 


NAT»--MeaBVB.  Adair,  AduM,  HiUhoiite,  Fkkariiif, 
Smith  of  Maiyland,  and  White. 

So  it  was  resoleed  that  ibis  bill  paasn«  amended. 

The  resolution  auifaorizini;  the  payment  of  the 
aecoant  for  fitting  up  the  Senate  Ohamber  fur  the 
trial  and  impt^chment  of  Judge  Chase,  was  read 
the  fbtrd  time,  and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 

Remhed,  That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  thraa 
doUais  and  seventeen  eenis  and  a  half  be  appioprialad« 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  to  be  applied  by  the  8ecr»- 
tary  of  the  Senate  in  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  a^ 
oonnts  allowed  by  tbe  Presideat  of  the  Senate  lor  es« 
penses  attending  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge 
Chaae,  and  remaining  unpaid ;  and  to  the  list  of  a^ 
counts  relative  to  the  same  object,  famished  by  John 
LenthaU  lor  B.  H.  Latrobe,  countersigned  by  the  chah- 
mao  of  this  eommittee. 

On  motion, 
JRuolved,  That  the  following  documents  ha 
printed  in  addition  to  those  ordered  to  be  printed 
yesterday : 

A  letter  from  Captain  W.  Bainbridge  to  Coaaaodoia 
8.  Barron,  dated  16th  March,  I8U6. 

A  letter  from  the  Danish  Consul,  Nisaen,  to  Com- 
modore 8.  Barron,  dat4id  18th  March,  1805. 

Letters  from  Captain  W.  Bainbridge,  to  Commodovs 
S.  Barron,  dated  22d  March,  1805.  and  1st  April. 

A  letter  from  S.  Barron,  to  T.  Lear,  dated  22d  May, 
18115. 

A  letter  from  S.  Baron,  to  John  Rodgers,  dated  tid 
May^  18('5. 

A  letter  from  S.  Barron,  to  John  Rodgera,  dated  S5th 
May,  1805. 

Letters  from  Commodore  John  Rodgers,  to  Com- 
modore 8.  Barron,  dated  28th,  28th,  end  80th  May, 
1805. 

A  letter  firom  the  same,  to  the  sane,  dated  8d  Jnns^ 
1805. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  atet  to  eontinoe  in  force 
ap  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  antliorize  tbe  Secretary 
uf  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." was  read  tbe  third  time  as  amended. 

Retolved,  That  this  biU  passes  amended. 

Mr.  Baluwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  oo  the  28ili  of  March  last,  the  btIL 
entitled  **An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  or 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandi:«e,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fbr  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  hill  making  provision  fur  the  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the  disposal  of  a 
part  of  the  public  land  therein,  was  resumed,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  wa^i  postponed 
to  the  firnt  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  24th  of  March  last,  tbe  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  auihorizing  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  rirer  Potomac,  within  che  District 
of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Monoay,  April  7, 
The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
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w»es/*  was  read  Ae  second  time,  and  referred  to 
MesHTs,  Andcrson,  Whits,  sod  Stonb,  to  con- 
sider aiid  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  sapplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  cicizeo!«  or  the  United  States  on  the  Govern 
meot  of  Prance,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
leferred  to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Moorb,  and  An- 
MBSON.  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  coinmittee  to  v^hora  was 
referred,  oa  the  29th  of  March  last,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled **An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sap- 
port  of  Government  for. the  year  1806,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments. 

Agreeably  to  leave  given,  on  the  4th  instant, 
Mr.  Tract  reported  *'A  hill  to  regulate  and  .fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  ap  . 
poiniment  of  a  joint  commiitee  to  confer  on  the 
time  when  Congress  mav  adjourn ;  and 
Hesoived.  That  they  do  nut  concur  therein. 
Mr.  Wrigbt  comniuoicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  uf  the  State  of  Maryland  instructing 
their  Senatorn  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  obtain  an  aitiend- 
meat  lo  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
prevent  the  furih«*r  iro  porta  tioo  of  slaves;  where- 
upon. Mr.  Wriobt  Hubmitted  the  following  reso- 
luiiiins  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate: 

Xeaohedf  4c*  That  the  following  article  be  proposed 
to  the  Legislatares-of  the  several  States,  >a8  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  whicb, 
when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  said  I<egislatares, 
shall  be  valid  as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  to  wit : 
Retohed,  That  the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  territory  thereof,  be  pro- 
hibited after  the  first  day  of  Januanr  1808. 

Tile  Senate  resumetl,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridi^e  over 
the  river  PtUomac,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,"  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with- 
oauimendnoent. 

(Jathe  lyuestion.  Shall  this  bill  pass, to  the  third 
reading?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
y«i<  17.  nays  11.  as  follow^: 

Teas — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit,  Qaillard, 
Gilmao,  HiUhouse,  Howland,  Logan,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plamer,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Smith,  of  Tennessee, 
Smith,  of  YeroMHit,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Kitehel, 
Maday,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Thmston,  Tracy,  Worth- 
mgton,  and  Wright. 

The  btil  to  saspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in 
the  Siate  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  oonsideratioo 
thereof  postponed. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  March  last,  the  bill  for  the 
tegolatiou  of  the  fees  of  attorneys,  and  the  officers 
of  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
Which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 


ToBSOAT,  April  8. 

A  Messasre  from  the  House  of  Representative! 
informed  the  St'nate  that  the  House  have  pasaed 
a  hill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for  building 
a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridarvport,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut \  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  Pamlico  Sound* 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  also,  ^a  joint 
resolution  author izinsf  (he  President  of  the  SenatCi 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
adjourn  their  respective  Htmse*  on  Wednesdayi 
the  16ih  of  April  instant;"  in  which  bill  and  res« 
olution  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
10  the  second  reading. 

The  resolution  last  broaght  ap  for  concurrence 
was  read. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  38ih  of  March  last,  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  estahli:<hioflr  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating the  coins  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
bill  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lahds  in  the  State 
of  Olio  and  the  Indiana  Territory;  and, 
'  Reaolsedy  Tiiat  this  bill  do  pa.<«s.  that  it  be  en- 
i;ros:ied,-  and  that  the  title  thertrof  be  ^  An  act  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  landn  in  the  State  of* 
Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
inA>rmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  lo  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  au« 
thopze  the  receipt  ol  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
in  payment  of  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purpOHes  relative  to  the  public  debt,"  with 
an  amendment  to  the  fourth  amendment,  and  dis- 
agree to  the  last  amendment,  a^k  a  conference 
(hereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

7 he  Senate  took  Into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Repreftcotatives,  asking  a 
conference  on  their  amendment  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned;  and, 

Reeoloed^  Ttiat  they  do  agree  to  the  cunfereneCf 
and  that  Messrs.  Tbact  and  Balowin  be  maua« 
gers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  iiKo  consideration,  as  in  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported 
on  the  7th  instant,  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
inaking  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qjvern- 
ment  for  the  year  18t)6 ;"  and,  having  asreed  there- 
to, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensationa 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time;  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 


Wbonesdat,  April  9. 

Mr.  Ston B,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  4th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled,  ^An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  (ho 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
ttie  year  1806,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
menu 


231 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


232 


Bbitatb. 


Proceedings. 


April,  1806. 


Mr.  SuMTBB,  fipooi  the  eeamittee  to  whom  was 
referFod,  on  the  29th  of  Jaauary,  last,  the  bill  en- 
titled "  Aq  act  aothoriziog  a  detachmeat  ff om 
the  militia  of  the  Uaited  States,"  reported  the  bill 
without  amend  meat. 

Mr.  BRAnLBY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  on  the  3d  instant,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
IJamet  CaramalH,  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  together 
with  the  report  thereon,  of  the  17th  of  March  last, 
made  report,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next ;  and  the  report  was  adopted- 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representative^ 
aQtborizing  the  adjournment  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  on  the  16th  of  the  present  month,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  consideration  there- 
of postponed  until  Saturday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  electing  certain 
light  houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  $  for 
hnilding  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  Pan^i* 
CO  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolioa,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Mcfisra.  Tor- 
hbb,  Adams,  and  Pickerimg,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  resolution  that,  on  account  of  the  funeral 
expenses  of  the  honorable  James  Jackson,  late  a 
Senator,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  he  author- 
ized to  pay,  out  of  the  cootingent  fund  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  amount  of  such  accounts  as  may  be 4UJ ow- 
ed and  certified  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangement, 
w^s  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatives 
ipformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bil^  entitled.  ^  An  act  in  iiddition  to  '  An  act  reg- 
i^atiog  the  grimta  of  land  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  tne  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;"  a  bill  entitled  "  An 
aot  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,  the 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on.  imports 
m^jil  tonn«^ ;"  tind  (he  hill  ^titled  ^<  An  act  (br 
entaUisbing  tradUig-hoosef  with  the  Ind  ian  tribes  {" 
liL  whjiph  hUM  (hey  desire  the  coaourrenoe  of  the 
Senate. 

The  h/tt  thffi»e  hiUe  brought  up  for  concurjr<mce 
were  read,  9d4  9idered  to  «ae  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  inlo  eensidesation,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole^  the  amendments  to  the  bill 
for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  attpraeysand  the 
officers  ofihe  oowte  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  other  purposee;'*  %nd,  having  further 
amended  the  hifl^'  i(  waa  reported  to  the  House 
aocordingty. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
1^  amended* 

Readvedy  That  the  PRBSinBNT  of  the  Senate 
notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  of 
the  death  of  James  Jackson,  late  a  Senator  6f 
that  State  for  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  regula,te  and  Ax  the  compensations 
ol  clerks,  and  (or  other  purposes,  wm  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  having  been  further  amended, 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross* 
ed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  *'An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for 
other  purposes,'' 


The  Senate  restmied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  appro- 
piriatioDe  for  the  supiKUt  of  Government  for  the 
year  1806 ;"  and,  having  further  amended  the  biU, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

TaqaaDAT,  Apr^^  10., 

Otdertd^  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  the  memorial  of  John  Chester, 
be  referred  to  Messrs.  Hiclbodsb,  Baldwin,  ana 
Andbrson,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  the  letter 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  Yice 
Presideiit,^of  the  38th  of  January,  1806jtogether 
with  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments^  from  October  L  1804,  to  Oc- 
tober 1, 1805,  be  prmted. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act. 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,** 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Adams,  Baldwin,  and  Stone,  to  consider  and 
report  thereoni. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  ad  to  amend,  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned;  <  the  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  rderred  to  Messrs. 
MiTOBiLL,  Baldwin,  and  Stonb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  hill,  entitled  *<An  act  fbr  estaUishing  trad- 
iog-honses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs,  AnderboNi 
SMiTtf,  of  Ohio,  and  Stonb,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  on  the  7th  instant,  for  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
for  prohibiting,  after  the  Srst  of  January,  1808,  the 
further  importation  of  slaves;  and  the  further 
coDsideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  nexL 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Amderboh  having 
been  requested  bv  the  PaEsioeNT  to  take  the 
Chair,)  tne  amendments  reported  by  the  aelect 
committee  to  the  biU^  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  certain  goods^  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise," Audi  after  debate,  tne  Prb8idemt  re- 
sumed the  Chair»  and  Mr.  AKDnnaoii,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  that  they  had 
dieagceed  u>  the  amend  mmita  of  the  select  com* 
mittee,  but  had  agreed  to  an  amendment  to  the 
bill ;  which  was  read,  and  the  hill  war  ameaded 
accordingly ;  and,  on  the  questioo,  Shall  the  bill 
paas  to  the  third  reading,  as  amended?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Yiiis— Messrs.  Adams,  Andeison,  Bddwte,  Condit, 
QmiUard,  Gihnsn,  Howiand,  Kitchel,  Msday,  MitchilJ, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  8mith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smithof  Vermont,  Thru*- 
ton,  Turner,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs^  Adair,  Bradley,  HilQionse,  Picker^ 
ing,  Flumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Trs^,  and  White.    . 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An«ct  m^jung-ttppropria- 
tioas  for  the  support  of  Gorernmeat  for  the  year 
1806."  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended* 
JRetolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameDdments. 
On  motioB,  it  was  agreed  that  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  erec- 
tion of  a  b^idce  o?er  the  ri^er  Potomac^  within 
the  District  of  Colombia,"  be  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  th^  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  making  amuropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1806;'^  and  the  bill  baring  been  re- 
ported to  the  House  without  amendmeat, 
OnUredf  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resnined  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  17th  of  March  last,  relalire  to 
William  Eaton,  and  others,  late  officers  in  the 
army  of  the  ez-Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  poetponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  Deoem*' 
ber  next. 

Mr.  All DBaaoM,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  bill»  entitled 
''An  act  farther  to  alter  and  establish  eertain  post 
roads,  and  for  other  purpoees."  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments. 

The  resolution  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  funeral  of  Jahbs  JacksoN) lale  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  tiras 
read  the  aecQnd  time^  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  attor- 
neys and  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  fitnher'  amendments 
having  been  proposedi  the  ooesideimtion  thereof 
waapoetponed* 


Friday,  April  11. 

Mr.  Bhaslat  presented  the  memorial  of  Ira 
AIk%  stating  that-  he  has  sastained  great  damage 
and  sttflerings  by  the  capture  of  a  q^uantiiyof 
arms  and  ordnance,  under  the  authority  of  the 
British  GbTemment,  which  were  pureaased  in 
France,  for  the  supply  of  the  militia  or  the  State 
of  VermanC,  in  the  year  17d5,  and  praying  redress  $ 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  merred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  to  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Tbaot,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence on  the  amendments  to  (he  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  eridencea  of  the  public  debt 
in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  publie  debt," 
made  report:  Whereupon, 

EeBclied^  That  the  Senate  do  asree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  House  of  Represent-' 
atires  to  their  fourth  amendment,  and  that  they 
insist  on  their  last  amendment  diugreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr*  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  lefeired,  on  the  third  of  Aptil,  the  bill,  enti- 


tled '^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitked 
*Aq  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction,  in  certain  casei^ 
to  the  Territorial  courts,"  reported  amendmenta; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  of  April,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  making  provia- 
ion  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Qovemment  of  France," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  considered,  hs  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
detadiment  from  the  tniHtia  of  the  United  States^ 
and  the  bill  baring  been  amended,  was  report^ 
to  the  Houae  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pasft  to  the  third  resd- 
inflMis  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRBsinairr  or  tbb  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senaie  and  Home  of 

RapreHnUatioeB  of  ike  Vmied  SUdea  .* 

I  now  isy  before  Congi^ess  a  statement  of  the  mOitia 
of  the  United  States,  scooiding  to  the  returns  last  re- 
oaiTed  from  the  sereiml  Stales  and  Territories,  tt  will 
be  peroeiTed  that  sosae  of  these  are  not  of  recent  datas, 
and  that  firom  the  Stales  of  Maryland  and  Delaware  no 
returns  areatated^  As  for  sa  appesn  fiom  ov rsoerd^ 
none  were  ever  readerad  from  either  of  these  States. 
From  the  Territensa  of  Oileens,  Loaisisaa,  sad  Midi- 
jgan,  complete  letnins  hate  netjret  been  reosived. 

TH*  JBFF£ft80N» 

Apau  11, 1806. 

The  Message  and  doetiments  were  read,  and 
ordefed  to  lie  Tor  consideration. 

A  mesaage  froai  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
the  bill  sent  fi^om  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en* 
titled  "An  act  to  authorise  the  State  of  Tenn«B- 
aea  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  fainda 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
Tacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  ha?e  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  t^  prohibit  the  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Nary  from  h<^ding  or  exercising 
any  civil  office,"  m  which  they  desire  the  coneuf* 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  dp  Ibr  conou^ence  Wto 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  AitoBitaoif,  from  the  committee  appointed 
31  St  December,  to  consider  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatires  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  '*An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  and  the  District  of  Louisiana  f  whicn 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  eree- 
tion  of  a  bridge  orer  the  river  Potomac,  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,**  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  motion  to  postpone  the  fonher 
consideration  thereof  until  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative^yets 
19,  aays  10,  as  follows: 

TsAs-^Messn.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin* 
Oilman,  Hillhooee,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Macli^,  Mitch, 
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ill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Mu^land,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stone,  Sumter,  Thrasion^  Traqr*  WorihingtoD,  and 
Wright 

Natb— Mcflm.  Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Moore, 
Plumer,  Smitli  of  Ohio.  Smith  of  Tenaenee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Turner  and  White. 

8o  the  bill  wav  pofftpooed. 

Saturday,  April  12. 

The  Senate  took  inio  cooMderjation  the  report 
of  the  cumtDittee  oo  the  memurial  of  the  PrifKi- 
deni  and  Diieciora  of  ttie  Chesapeake  and  Dt-la- 
ware  Canal  Company ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  wa8  postponed  until  the  first  Moo- 
day  in  December  neit.- 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representntiyes 
authorizing  the  adjournment  of  Congnf»a  oo  Wed 
day,  the  16ih  of  ibe  pre^enl  numih,  was  resumed 
and  amended,  by  insertion  (if  Monday,  the  21at,io 
place  of  Wedne;iday,  the  16ih. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  10th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  esiablisbinj;  trading- houses  with  the 
Indian  tribes,"  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

Mr.  TuACT.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  third  instant,  the  bill,  eniiiled  '*An 
act  to  provide  for  the  adjuhtmeot  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  SeuHte  took  into  conbideratiun  the  amend* 
meniii  of  the  Hotk^e  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^^An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
lAo  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  pobiponed  until 
Monday  next.  * 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  prohibit  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  holding  or  ex- 
ercising any  civil  office,"  was  read  the  second 
time  ;  and.  on  motion  to  postpone  this  bill  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  17,  nays  10.  as  follows: 

YxAB — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Cotidif, 
Oflman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Plomer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  White,  and 
WrighU. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Gaillard,  Hillhovae,  Mao- 
lay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner,  and 
Worthingtott. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration, as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill  in  addition  to  **An  act  for  esiablishinj^  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
Stales ;"  and.  having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly.  . 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading 
a»  amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration, as  in  Com- 

loittee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 

'  Slie  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  auppiementary  to  the 


act.  entitled  'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer* 
tain  cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts ;"  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  ame  dments,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

Orders,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading, 
as  amended. 

A  message,  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infurtaed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  a pnropriai tons  for 
the  sopi^ort  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;" 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  prescribing  the  effect  in 
each  Slate  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  courts  of  record*  of  every  other  State  f 
and  a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation towards  the  completing  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol  at  the  CitV  of  Wa.shingioo ;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  tne  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
last  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in 
fmyment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt."  They 
agree  to  the  €rst,  and  disagree  to  all  the  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  makiiig  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1806,"  and  request  a 
conference  on  the  amendments  disagreed  to,  and 
have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence, 
were  read^  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 


Monday,  April  14. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  lands  withm  the  Territory  of  0«  leans 
and  district  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  aecond 
time  and  passed  to  a  third  readins. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  daring  the  year  1806;"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mit- 
CBiLLi,aud  Tract,  to  cooNider  and  report  thereon* 

Mr.  WoHTHiNOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  6iii  instant,  the  bill, 
entitled  **An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" reported  amendments,  which  were  read* 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  prescribing  the  effect 
in  each  Slate  of  the  records  of  judgmeou  and  de- 
crees of  courts  of  record  of  every  other  State," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Anoerson,  MiTCBiLL.  and  Smith  of  Vermont,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon.    * 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation towards  comftleting  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,"  was 
r^ad  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
'  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receip 
of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  payment  fot 
lands  of  the  United  Statea,aad  for  other  porposes 
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Proceeding: 
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r^lactve  (othe  publie  d«bt;"  disagreed' to  by^  the 
Hou>e  of  Rppre8enutivt*9 ;  and 
•  Retolved^  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto  as 
am»*Dd«*d. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed,  to  by^  the  House  of  Rf*presenta- 
tWes  to  the  bill,  enjuled  '^An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  €Ki  vera  men  t  for  the 
year  1806/'  and  their  request  of  a  conference 
tbereon ;  and 

Re$otcedy  That  the  Senate  agree  to-  the  said 
eooference,  and  that  Messnt.  Tract  and  Bald- 
win be  the' managers  on  their  part. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  84  h  instant,  on  the  subject  ol  adjourn- 
ment.  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 

Resohfedf  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto,  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  considered  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same  ;'^  find, 

Hestdve^,  Thar  they  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  fur  the  regulatron  of  the  fees  of  attor- 
neys, and  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  ))Urposes,"  was  re- 
sumed, amended;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
thi^  bill  pass  ?  it  was 

Re$ol»ed,  in  the  affirmative  j  and  that  the  bill 
he  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  **An  act 
for  the  regtilition  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
courts  of  the  Distfict  of  Colombia,  and  for  other 
purposeN.'* 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representfitives 
infurmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  following  bills,  in  which  they  r<*quest  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate:  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
respectiog  the  claims  to  Und  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory and  Sute  of  Ohio ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  further  safeguard  of  vessels  in  the 
vicinity  o(  the  United  Staces  and  the  territories 
thereof;"  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  Cat rying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  Stales  and  the  Chickasaw  trib^of  In- 
dians;" and  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  appro* 
priations  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties." 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  twice  read, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Stone;  and  BALOwtN,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  two  bills  first  mentioned  were  read,  and  or- 
dered-to  the  second  reading. 

The  fuUowiug  Message  was  received  from  the 
PasaiDBNT  OF  TBB  UNITED  STATES,  whieh  was 
read,  aod>  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration: 

7b  ike  Senate  and  Hmut  of 

Hepreseniaiibea  of  the  Vhiied  State$  .• 
During  the  blockade  of  Tripoli  by  the  tquadion  of 
the  Unitad  States,  a  smali  cruiser,  nnder  the  flag  of 
Tiuu%  with  two  pziiaa  (all  of  trifling  value)  atlamptsd 


to  enter  Tripoli,  was  turned  badi,  warned,  and  at- 
tempting again  to  enter,  was  taken  and  detained  as 
prize  hj  the  squadron.  Her  restitation  was  claimed  by 
the  Bey  of  Tunis,  with  a  threat  of  war,  in  terms  so 
serious,  that,  on  withdrawing  from  the  blockade  of 
Tripoli  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron  thought 
it  his  duty  to  repair  to  Tunis  with  his  aquadrpn,  and  to 
require  a  categorical  declaration,  whether  peace  or  war 
was  intended.  The  Bey  preferred  explaining  himself 
by  an  Ambassador  to  the  United  States,  who,  on  his 
arriTal,  renewed  the  request  that  the  vessel  and  her 
prizes  should  be  restored.  It  was  deemed  proper  to 
give  this  proof  of  friendship  to  the  Bey,  and  the  Am^ 
bassador  was  informed  the  vessels  would  be  restored* 
AfteHvards  he  nrade  a  requisition  of  naval  stores  to  be 
aent  to  the  Bey,  in  order  to  secure  a  peace  for  the  teraa 
of  three  years,  with  a  threat  of  war,  if  refused.  It  ha* 
been  refused,  and  the  Ambassador  Ia  about  to  dcpact 
without  receding  from  his  threat  or  demand. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  that  the 
several  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  25th,  1804,  will 
cease,  in  consequence  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  Tripoli,  now  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate,  I  have  thought  it  ray  duty  to  communi- 
cate these  fiicts,  in  order  that  Congress  may  consider 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the'same  provisions  for  a 
limited  time,  or  making  others  equivalent. 

TH.  JBPrERSON. 
ArmiL  14,  1806. 

On  .motion,  it  was 

rRemdweA,  That  the  Judges  of  the  District  of 
ColuBibia  be  requested  to  report  a  fee-bill  for  tha 
officers  and  attorneys  of  the  said  District,  to  thd 
Senate  oi  the  United  Stated  at  their  next  session* 

The  bill,  entitled  **Anact  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Miiiury  EHtahlishmeat 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1806,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed* 

The  bill,  entitled  >An  act  supplementary  to  the 
aet,  entitled  '*An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts,''  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

Remdvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ment* 

The  resolution,  first  read  on  the  9th  instant,  re« 
speeting  the  funeral  expenses  of  James  Jiickson^ 
was  read  the  third  time  and  agreed  to. 

Tne  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Government 
of  France,"  was  considered. 

Ordered,  That  this  biU  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  establisbing  tra- 
ding houses  with  the  Indian  tribes"  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  biil  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  rfad« 
ioff  as  amended. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  further  to.  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  fur  other  pur-' 
poses."  was  eonsidered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WholCr  and  the  amendments  in  pan  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  thi» 
bill  be  po)(tponed. 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee  appointed  fo' 
consider  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  erecting 
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certain  li^ht-bouses  in  the  Btate  of  MfMsaciniMtts, 
for  building  a  beaeon  or  pier  at  Bridjgfeport,  in  tJ>e 
State  of  Conneetieut,  and  for  fixing  buoys  in 
Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Caroiina," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

TuESDAT,  April  15. 

Mr,  Mitch  ILL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend, 
in  Ifae  cases  therein  mentioned,  the  ^^Act  to  regu- 
late the  coUection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
Mge,"  reported  it  withovt  amendment 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  oommunicaled  the  memiviai  of 
Augustus  B.  Woodward,  staling  the  eritioal  situa- 
tion of  the  Miohisan  Territory,  and  praying  that 
the  measutes  on  that  subject  now  under  the  con* 
sideration  of  Congress,  majr  be  adopted ;  and  4t 
was  agreed  that  the  memwial,  wit|i  sundry  docu- 
xnents  accompanying  it,  lie  on  the  table,  until  the 
bill  on  the  suoject  shall  be  considered  as  in' Com* 
ipittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tract  reported  sundry  modification^  from 
the  committee  of  conference,  on  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1806 ;"  and  the  report 
was  adopted ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  modify  the  bill 
accordingly. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  further 
safeguard  of  vessels  in  the  vieinity  of  the  United 
Btates  and  the  Territories  thereof,''  was  read  the 
•eeood  tine,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
Tract,  and  Mitch  ill,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

•  The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  lespeoling  claims  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Baldwin,  a;nd  Smith  of  New 
York,  to  eonsider  and  report  thereon. 

Bfr.  Andbhson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  yesterday,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effbet  a 
Treat]r  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chicka- 
saw tribe  of  Indians;"  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
net  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
oertain  Indian  treaties ;"  reported  the  ollla,  sever- 
ally, without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled *^An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  cer* 
tain  post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  und  hav^ 
ing  agreed  thereto,  and  further  amended  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Hoase  accordingly. 

Ordirtdy  That  this  bili  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebidbnt  op  tbb  United  States  : 

7b  ihe  Senate  and  Houet  of 

RepreaentaUvee  of  the  Uhiiei  Stata : 

The  Senate  having  adyised  and  consented  to  the 
latiftcation  of  s  treaty  oonekided  with  the  Piankeshaw 
Indians,  for  extinguLdiing  their  elaim  to  the  ceontry  be- 
tween Uie  Wabash  and  Kaskaskia  ceasions,  it  is  now 
laid  before  both  Hoases  for  the  exercise  of  their  Con- 
stitational  powers,  as  to  the  means  of  fiilfilHng  it  on 
our  part.  TH.  J£FF£H80N« 

April  15, 1806. 


The  Message  was  read,.aa4  otdered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  irom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
proDf  iations  for  the  support  of  the  Nbry  of  the 
United  States  during  the  year  1606,"  reported  the 
bili  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  prohibit  ihe  ifl»> 
portation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchaiv- 
dise,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  amend- 
ment adopted  was  again  considered  and  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  biU  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  folfowing  resalutioot 

Biuioed,  That,  in  oenseqnenee  of  a  mote  fimxrahle 
oearse  of  conduct  on  the  part  off  Great  Britain,  in  r^ 
spect  to  the  distorfaanoe  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Statae ; 
and  entertaining  aiiope  thai  the  British  Ministry,  latelj 
established,  will  be  dirooeed  to  a  reasonable  arrange- 
m^nt  of  all  affiiiia  of  dinerence  betwe^  the  twa  nations, 
the  Senate  do  hereby  pos^ne  the  further  oonaideiar 
tion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  impocV 
ation  of  certain  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,"  to  the 
first  Monday  in  Ti ovember  nezL  ^ 

And,  on  thie  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it 
passed  in  the  negativer^yeas  9,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

Ybas — MeosiB.  Adair,  Adams,  Hillhoon,  Logan, 
PidLering,  Phuner,  Qnsitar,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aadeison,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Gailr 
Iszd,  Gihnan,  Howland,  Kitehel,  Msdav,  Mitohill, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  TenneaMe,  Smith  of  Vemont,  Stons^ 
ThnistoD«  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  7  it  wia 
determined  in  the  afBrfnattve— yeas  IS^mye  9^  as 
follows: 

YaAs*— Mesais.  Adaass,  Andnson^  Baldwin,  GkudU^ 
Oaillaid,  Gihnan,  Howlaod,  Kitahel,  Macby,  MilchilU 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maiyknd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  .Ohk>,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  ef  Veimentt 
Thruston,  Worthinigton,  and  WrighU 

NATSr^Meiars.  Adair,  Hillhonse,  Logan*  Pickeringi 
Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Traqr,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Jfearived^  That  this  bill 


Wbdnesdat,  April  16. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepiesentntiTei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pnamd 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  btti&diog 
gunboats;"  in  which  they  request  the  cobght* 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bUl  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  readings 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  iderred,  on  the  14th  insunt,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  prescribing  the  effect,  in  eaoh  Slata,  of 
the  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the 
courts  of  record  of  every  other  State,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  wkom  was 
referred,  on  the  IQtb  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^Aa  act  rcgoJa- 
ting  the  grants  of  land  and-  providing  for  the  di»» 
posalof  9te  landi  of  theUoiied  Staiea  eoockof 
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th9  Sim  of  Trninrwoe"  fftported  the  bill  with 
AmMdmeots. 

The  Senate  resumed,  es  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioQ  of  the  Ameodments  to 
the  hill,  emttled  "Aa  •ot4o  provide  for  the  ad- 

S'  stnieat  of  titles  of  land  in  the  Tenritorf  of 
iehigao,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  thean^ad- 
meots  were  adopted,  and  havjng  been  reported  to 
the  HoQse,  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

Orderedy  That  this  bUI  pass  Co  the  thi^  read- 
me  as  amended. 

I'he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  aet  to  divide 
the  Indiana  Territorjr  into  two  separate  govern- 
ments,  and  for  other  p^rposes." 

Buolvedr  That  the  further  consideration  of 
u»  hill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  estaUishiog  a 


Mint,  and  regukting  the  coins  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  thiVd  time  as  amended. 

JUmdved,  That  this  bUl  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed sod  that  the  title  thereof  be  <'An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  esublisbing  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
let  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Goyern- 
mest  of  France/'  was  read  the  third  time  and 
Iiaasd. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '^An 
let  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  ami 
claiou  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the 
district  of  Louisiana,'^  was. read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

,  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria* 
Uooi  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  daring  the  year  1606^'*  was  resumed. 

^rdered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  certain 
ught-hooses  in  the  State  of  MassachusetU;  for 
huildiBg  ^beaeon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  ia  the  State 
«CoaDecticat;  ana  for  fixing  ouoys  in  PamUco 
Bound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was 
lesumed* 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  eatitled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
pons/'  was  read  the  third  tmie  as  amended  and 

^SSSu. 


TBuaaoAv,  April  17. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whola,  the  ameadmeats  reported  to  the  bilL  enti- 
tled **An  aet  in  addition  to  aa  act,  entitled  <An 
•et  regelating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing 
nr  (he  dispoMl  of  me  lands  of  the  United  Stiites 
louth  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;'^  and,  having 
s^opted  the  amendments,  the  hill  was  reported  to 
uie  House  accordiittly. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  bill  pam  to  the  third  read- 
ies amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  seeoad  reading  of  the 
^  enUtled  ^*  Aa  aet  to  aaieud,  m  the  ease  thereiii 


mentioaed,  the  act  to  regulate  the  coUeetioa  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;"  and, 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  prescribing  the  effect,  in  each  State, 
o[  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
of  record  of  every  other  State j**  and,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  .  So  the  biU  was 
lost. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaBaiDBaT  or  tbb  UNiTan  Statsb: 

TbHkSmaUmndHav9eMf 

RapnuntaHim  tf  the  VmM  Siaimf 

71i6  Senate  having  adrieed  and  eonseBted  ts  the 
ratification  of  a  conTenlkm  between  the  United  Stalss 
and  the  Gherekee  Indtens,  eondoM  at  Washington, 
on  the  7th  day  of  January  lsat»  fer  the  esssioD  of  their 
rigkttodietraotofeonntiTthefaB  dasertfwd,  it  ia  now 
laid  before  both  Houses  of  Ceagveas^  for  the  ezeicise  ef 
dieir  Conetitntional  powers  towards  the  fiilfilmenl 
dMieof.  Tfi.  JEFFERSON. 

A^axs  17, 180& 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  Isr 
consideration. 

Mr.  AoAM a  gave  notice,  that  he  would  to-mor* 
row  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bUl  for  the  tempoiacy 
relief  of  Hamet  CarunaUi. 
On  motion,  it  was 
I  Resobfed,  That  a  eommitiee  be  appointed  So 
take  into  eonsideration  the  expedieaey  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  the  next  meeting  of  Coograss^ 
and  that  the  eommittee  have  leave  to  report  hf 
bill. 

OrvlsnsdL  That  Messrs.  AwnaaaoHi  TRAOt^and 
Baldwin,  oe  the  comniittee. 

Mr  AwMRaoN,  from  the  eommittee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  a  hill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress*  which  was  lead,  aad  older* 
ed  to  the  second  reading. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Rmolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  Ae 
United  States  be  dirseted  to  procure  aad  lay  he* 
fore  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session^  tables  of  the 
fees  and  compeasationa  paid  io  the  attmaep  at 
law,  prothonotaties,  registers,  and  elerka  of  judi- 
cial courts,  to  sherifis  and  coroners^  to  graad  and 
petit  iurors,  and  to  witnesaes,  in  the  eevml  Statea. 
<     On  motion,  it  was 

I^aehed^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tlm 
Senate,  if  in  his  epinioa  die  s%me  can  be  done 
with  propriety,  a  particular  statement  of  the  cauae 
of  differenoe  between  the  Bej  of  Tunis  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  com- 
munications which  have  taken  place  relativo 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lav  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  eieetiag  eeetaia 
light-houses  in  the  State  of  MassachusetU;  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  buovs  in 
Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carouna,'* 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
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The  bill,  entitled  ^Ao  aoi  foretitablisbing  tradin^- 
hoiises  with  the  Indian  tribes, "  was  read  the  thinJ 
tiiQH  Bs  Amended. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  nppropriaiiont 
for  the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States 
daring  the  ytar  1806/'  was  read  the  third  time 
and  parsed.  . 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  a  farther  ap- 
propriation towards  completing  the  south  wing  of 
the  Capitol  at  the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  building 
gunboats,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  referred 
10  Messrs.  Tract,  Mptcbill,  and  Andersom,  to 
conMJer  and  report  thereon. 

The  Premdent  commaoicated  to  the  Senate  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition 
of^Ira  Allen,  referred  to  him  on  th«  llih  instant; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committ^  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^*  An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  trea- 
ties," and. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
and  others,  to  whom  the  bill  was  originally  com- 
mit led  further  to  consider  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt)  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  far- 
ther time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^  An 
act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  Siates  against  the  Barbary  Powers," 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes. 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  nravision  for  the  oompensation  of  Wit- 
nesses who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  Samuel  Chase,"  with  amendments ;  in  which 
they  d&sire  tne  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  on  the  question, 
to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nay^  5,  as 
follows : 

Ysis — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Condit, 
Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitehel,  Pickering,  Phi- 
mer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy, 
White,  Worthington  and  Wright.. 

Nats — Measni.  Baldwin,  Maeiay,  Moeie,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

So  the  section  was  struck  out ;  and,  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  further  amended,  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 


The  bill  for  the  temporary  reitef  of  Hamet  Car- 
amslli  was,  by  unanimous  constant  read  the  fint 
time  and  oittered  to  the  second  riding.  - 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
ttves  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  provi- 
nion  for  the  compensation  of  ^witne^bes  who  st' 
tendevl-  the  trial  of  the  impeaehmeiU  of  Samuel 
Chase,"  were  read. 

Fridat,  April  18. 

Orderedy  That  the  petition  of  ira  ATWn,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  nf  State  thereon, 
he  referred  io  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  Balo- 
WfN.  and  Turner,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  wair  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Ches- 
ter, that  the  Airther  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  Congress;  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  and, 

Heeolvedy  That  they  disagree  to  the  said  amend- 
ments, ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  that  Messrs 
Tracy  and  Wright  be  the  managers  at  the  same 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  A UAIR  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  behalf  of  the 
said  State,  eihihitine  claims  on  the  United  States 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  six  thous«nd  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  sixty  two  cents,  for  mil- 
itary service;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Departmeat  of  War,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  ANDeR8<^,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  yesterday  the  bill,  entitled  ''Aoaet 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  efftrct  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  17th  instant  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  foitifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  ^tates,  and  fur  building  gunboats,"  report- 
ed it  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  repealing  the  acU 
laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for 
a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  aninst  the  Bar  barf 
Powers,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Tract,  and  Baldwin,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  ia  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamet  Caranialli;  and.  after  debate,  the  Pacsf* 
DEfTT  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Amdbr8on,  from 
»he  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  amend- 
ments to  the  hilt,  which  were  read  in  the  House, 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaaatDBNT  op  tbb  Umitbd  STAxaa: 
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7b  /Ac  Smmte  of  the  United  Siaiuf 

Id  eompliADcewtth  the  nquartof  the  8eii«le,of  yee- 
teiday'edate,  I  now  oommanicmte  the  eatirt  oorreepon- 
denee  between  the  Ambanedor  of  I'nnie  end  the  8eo 
Tetary  uf  State;  from  which  the  >8e]iate  will  lee,  that 
the  fint  applicatioQ  by  the  AmbaMador  for  reetitution 
of  the  ▼efceeU  takea  in  violation  of  blockade,  having 
been  yielded  to,  the  only  remaining  canae  of  difforence 
brought  forward  by  him,  ia  the  requiaition  of  a  preaent 
of  naval  atorea.  to  aecute  a  peace  lor  three  yeara ;  after 
which,  the  inference  ia  obvioaa,  that  a  renewal  of  the 
preaeata  ia  to  be  expected,  to  rpnew  the  prolongation 
of  peace  for  another  term.  But  thia  demand  haa  been 
preased  in  verbal  conferencea,  much  more  explicitly  and 

Sertinacioualy  than  appeara  in  the  written  correapon- 
ence.    To  aave  the  delay  of  copying,  aome  originala 
are  eodooed,  with  a  rcqueat  that  they  be  retomed. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
AvniL  18,  1806. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  contained, 
were  read  ana  referred  to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mrr> 
CBiLL.  and  Smith,  of  Vermont,  to  consider  and 
Te|K)rt  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  amend,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tioo  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. , 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  a ppropriatloos 
for  carrying  into  e£fect  certain  Indian  treatiesi" 
was^read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  fortifying  the  porta  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  building 
gunboats;''  and, 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  en  titled  ''An  act  making  a  pprnpriatious 
for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended;  and, 

JResolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  was  read  the  second  time.  On  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading? 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  (mH 
was  losL 


Saturoat,  April  19. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  15ih  instant,  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  act  respecting  the  claims  tQ  land  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  and  Stale  of  Oliio,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  the  bill  waa  amended  by  striking 
oni  the  third  section. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
ts  amended. 

Mr.  MiTQBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  18th  iastaoi,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  repealing  the  acta  laying  duties  on  salt, 
sod  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  farther  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Sutea  against  the  Bi^rbary  Powers,''  reported  the 
kill  without  amendments. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  S«'oate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled *An  act  HUpplemeiHary  to  the  act  providing 
tor  a  Naval  Peace  fiMiablishment,  and  for  other 
purposes;''  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  agree  to  some,  and  disagree 
to  other,  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,  and  (or  other  purpiises;"  ihev 
also  agree  to  some  of  the  amendments  with  amend- 
ments* in  which  they  request  a  concurrence. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading,  and 
that  it  oe  committed  to  Mewirs.  ToaifaR,  AoAMfli, 
and  Tbaot,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 

The  Senate  took  into  considv ration  the  amend- 
ments^ disagreed  to  by  the  Hoaxe  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  aUar 
and  establish  certain  post  roads,  aad  for  other 
purposes;"  and, 

Jttfimdved,  That  they  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  and  agree  to  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their  amend* 
ments. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli  waa 
read  the  third  time. 

ReooLvod,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  he  eogrossed, 
arod  that  the  title  thereof  be,  **  An  act  fur  the  teat- 
porary  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli." 

Mr.  MiTOBiLt^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memuiial  of  the  governors  of 
New  Yor^  hospital  prayioff  forther  compensa- 
tion for  the  sick  and  dinablrd  seamen  of  the  Uni- 
ted. States,  reported,  that,  owing  to  the  great  Uiffi- 
culiy  of  making  at  present  a  better  provision  for 
sick  and  disabled  aeamen  than  the  one  which  now 
exiiOs,  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be 
postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congresa;  and 
the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  jraa 
referred,  oo  the  15th  instant,' the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  concerning  tlie  further  safi^uard  of  vessels  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  and  the  territories 
thereof"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigao,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

Remtlvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmetits. 

A  message  from  the  Hyose  of  Represeouiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  making  appropriation  for  carrying  into 
efffct  a  treaty  between  the  United  Siaiea  and  the 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  IndiMiN"  and  adhere  to  their 
disagreement.  The  House  of  Repretfentalivea 
have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  .the  Senate,  enti- 
tled '^An  set  10  regulate  and  fix  the  compen>ation 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amend- 
ments, iu  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  oi  the 
Senate.  They  agree  to  the  conference  ou  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entiilt-d  ''An  act  making 
provision  for  the  compenaaiion  of  witnesses  who 
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attonded  the  trial  of  the  impeachneBt  of  Samuel 
Cfaaae,"  and  hare  appointed  Managen  on  their 
part. 

The  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  cloeed ;  and,  after  the  ooo^ider- 
ation  of  the  confidential  business,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  regulating  the  mnts  of  land,  and  providing 
lor  Che  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

JReBohed^  That  this  bill  pam  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
.  tkm  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adhering 
to  their  disagreement  td  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  biU,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appro- 
|viationsfor  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Chickasaw  tnbe  of  In- 
dians;" 9hd 

Reiotoed^  That  the  Senate  adkeie  if  4heir 
amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  took  into  considera^on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to' regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 
Ihev  agreed  thereto* 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Gom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  continumg  in  force^  for  a  fur- 
ther time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  further  to  protect  die  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  Statesa^inst  the  Barbary  Powers ;" 
and,  on  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmarJTfr^yeaa  Id,  nays  9,  as  fol- 
lows: 


YsAB  Mesiis*  Adams,  Andersen,  Baldwin^  Con- 
dik,  CHlmani  Kitehel,  MitchiU,  Satth,  Piekeiiag^  Pla- 
mst,  Smith  of  Maryland^  Smitfi  of  New  Yoik,  Sssith 
•f  Ohio^  Smith  of  Yennont,  Thmslcm,  Tracj,  and 
Wright. 

Nats-— Messrs.  OaiUaid,  HilOuHMe,  Howland,  Mae- 
ky,  Moore,  Stone,  Samter,  Turner,  and  Werthington. 

And  having  amed  to  a  further  amendment,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  and  amendea  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  die  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 


MoN  OAT,  April  21. 

•  liie  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  fur- 
ther saf<Qguard  of  vessels  in  the  vicinitv  of  die 
United  Statesaad  the  territories  thereof,"  was  re- 
samed;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass 
uy  the  third  reading  7  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative.    So  the  bill  was  lost 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of 
Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

AeMvecf,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  the  several  committees  that  have 
not  had  an  opportunitv  to  perfect  their  reporU. 
were  discharged ;  and  tne  several  reports  not  actea 
on,  were  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  TuRiraa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


referred  on  the  19th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entided  'An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
JCstablishment,  and  for  other  pn^Mmes,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendmento;  and  the  bill  havisr 
been  amended  accordingly,  was  read  the  thin 
time. 

Ee^ohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameDdmenti. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Represenutives 
iiiformed  the  Senate^  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  entided  "Ad 
act  repealing  the  acu  laying  duties  on  salt,  and 
continuinff  m  force  for  a  further  dme  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
af^st  the  Barbary  Powers  ^"  they  insist  on  their 
disagreement,  ask  a  conference  therten,  and  hare 
appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  thor  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resold- 
lution  of  the  House  of  Rq[>resentatives  proposing 
a  conference  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled '^An  act  repealing  the  aces  laying  duties  on 
salt,  and  continumg  in  forioe  for  a  furtMr  time  the 
*  first  section  of  the  act,  entided  ^An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  sgainst  the  Barbary  Powers:''  and 

Betolvedj  That  they  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Mitchill  and  Tract  be  man- 
agers at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  H^use  of  Representative! 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entided  *An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes  f 
they  insist  on  their  disagreement,  ask  a  confe^ 
eace  thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  their  part.  They  have  passed  a  bill  seat 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementaiv 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  aa- 
jttsting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
'  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Louisiana," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
corrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideradon  the  resola- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  askins  a 
conference  to  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  endued 
''An  act  in  addidon  to  an  act^  entided  'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  fistablishment,  and  (or  other  purposes;" 
and 

MUeohed,  That  they  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Wkigbt  and  Tract  be  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
endtled  '*Aa  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  enddea 
'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  ddes 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Oi^ 
leans  and  district  of  Louisiana.'' 
*  Ree(^9edf  That  they  concur  therein. 
'On  motion,  it  was 

Rteohed^  That  Messrs.  Wbitb  and  Aoamb  be 
a  committee  oa  the  part>of  the  Senate,  with  such 
as  the  House  of  Representadves  may  join,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  ttotiiy 
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him  xhmtf  onJess  he  may  hare  any  further  com- 
munications  to  make  to  the  two  Hoases  of  Con- 
gress, they  are  ready  to  adjonrn. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  from  the  mana^rs  at  the 
conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ad  act  in  addition 
to  nn  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplementarv  to  the 
act  proTiding  for  a  Naval  Peace  EsteUishment, 
and  Tor  other  purposes."    Whereupon, 

KeMolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  reported  from  the  managers  at 
the  conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  re- 
pealing the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  contin- 
uing in  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  protect  the 
commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Barbary  Powers."    Whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
billy  entitled  ''An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 

Sress  to  an  act  of  the  Gkneral  Assembly  of  the 
tate  of  North  Carolina,"  be  postponed  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees 
froni  the  British  prorinces  of  Canada  and  Nora 


Scotia,"  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part  to  wait  on  the 
rresident  of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  of 
the  intended  recess  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitb,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther communications  to  make  to  the  two  Housea 
of  Congress. 

On  motion,  that  everything  in  the  Journal  rela- 
tive to  the  memorials  of  S.  Q.  Ogden  and  Wil- 
liam Smith  be  expunged  therefrom,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

TiAS — VLtmn,  Adair,  Condit,  Oilman,  Kitchel,  Lo- 
gan, MitchiU,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New  Yotk^ 
Stone,  Thmston,  Tomer,  Worthtngton,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  HiUhouse,  Pick- 
ering, Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  adjourned  without  day. 
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MoNDAT,  DecembfT  2. 1805. 

This  being  ihe  day  appoioted  hy  th«  Constttu- 
tioD  for  the  tonual  meetiog  of  Congrem,  the  fol- 
luwiog  members  uf  tht»  H«>UHe  of  Rt'prt^enta lives 
appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  a  ad  tooi  their 
leais,  to  wit: 

From  New  Hamp9kir6'^t\uk  Betton,  Caleb  Ellis, 
DiTid  ifoofb,  Sainnel  Tenney,  and  Thomas  W. 
ThompM»o. 

From  JHduaekutettB'^omiiih  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  Pbanuel  Bishop,  John  Chaadter,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninsbield,  fiichard-  Cutts,  William  Ely, 
Uaiah  L.  Green.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Josiah  Quincy,  Eb- 
eneser  Seaver,  Samuel  Tsggart,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm, 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth., 

From  Rhode  li/bfU^Nehemiah  Knight,  and  Joseph 
Stanton. 

From  Conruetleut — Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moselj,  Jobn  Cotton  Smith,  Lewis 
B.  Staiges,  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

From  Vermont — Martin  Chittenden,  James  Elliot, 
James  Pisk,  and  Gideon  OUn. 

From  New  yorAr^-John  Blake,  jr.,  Silas  Halsey, 
Josiah  Masters,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  John  RqsmII, 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martrn  G.  Scbnneman, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Traey,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
and  Nathan  Wtlliams. 

From  New  Jeree^ — ^Eara  Darby,  Ebeaoer  Elmer, 
Jobn  Lambert,  James  GRoan,  and  Heniy  Soatbard. 

From  Penneyhania^nme  Aaderftoa,  David  Bard, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Clay,  Prederiek  Conrad,  William 
Pindley,  Andrew  Gregg,  Michael  Ijsib,  John  Pugh, 
John  Rea,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith, 
John  WhitehUI,  and  Robert  W'bitehUI. 

From  Ifaryiimif— John  Campbell,  Leonard  Coving- 
ton. Charles  Uoldsboroogh,  Patrick  Magmder,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  and  Joeeph  H.  Nich- 
olson. 

Prom  Fti^gTRta--rBnrwell  Basset,  John  Claibome, 
John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  James 
M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Gdbdwyn,  David  Holmes,  John 
0.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  John  Morrow,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  John  RandoMi,  Thomas  M.  Randolph^ 
John  Smith,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

From  Kentucky — George  Michael  Bedinger,  and 
Tbomaa  Sandlbrd, 


From  North  Coro&'iMi^Willis  Alston,  jr<^  Thomas 
Blount,  James  Hoilaod,  Thomaa  Keenan,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Richard  Stanfoid,  Marmadoke  Williams,  Jos. 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

From  Tenneesee — William  Dickson,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  South  Carolina — Levi  Casey,  Elias  Earie, 
Thomas  Moore,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

From  Georgia — Patar  Early,  Cowles  Mead,  and 
David  Meriwether. 

From  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morrow. 
Delegate  from  the  Mieneeippi  Territory — William 
Lattimore. 

And  a  qaorum,  consistiDg  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  oumbt^r,  being  present,  the  House jiroceed* 
ed,by  liallot,  to  tbe  choice  of  a  Speaker ;  and,  upon 
examinincr  tbe  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  whole  House  wan  found  in  favor  ol  Ni^THi^NiBL 
Macon,  oae  of  the  Representatives  for  the  State 
of  North  Carolina:  Whereupon,  Mr.  Macon  was 
conducted  to  the  Chair,  from  whence  he  made  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  House  as  foiluws: 

*'  GetUkmen :  Accept  my  aineere  thanks  lor  the  honer 
you  have  confened  on  me»  Permit  me  to  aasore  you, 
that  niy  utmost  endeavora  will,  be  exerted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  Chair  with  fidelity,  impartiality,  and 
industry ;  and  that  I  shall  rely  with  confidence  on  the 
liberal  and  candid  support  of  the  House.** 

The  House  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  te 
the  appointment  of  a  Cleik;  and,  upon  examining 
the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  ef  the  whole 
House  was  found  in  favor  of  John  Becklet. 

Tbe  oath  to  support  the  Constttuiion  of  the 
United  States,  as  pre^tcribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
**An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad- 
roiuistpring  certain  oaths,"  was  administered  by 
Mr.  NiCBOLBON,  oneof  the  Representatives  for  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Spesker ;  and  then  the 
•ame  oath  or  affirmation  was  administered  by  Mr* 
Spbakbb  to  all  the  members  present. 

The  same  oath,  toother  with  the  oalh  of  office 
prescribed  by  the  said  recited  act,  were  also  ad- 
ministered by  Mr.  Speaker  to  ibe  Clerk* 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  tbe  SeiMte 
to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  House  is  as- 
sembled, and  have  elected  Nataanul  Magom,  one 
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of  the  RepresentalWes  for  North  Carolina,  their 
Speaker ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Hooae  do  go 
with  the  said  message. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quoram  of  the  Senate  is  assembled  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business;  and  that,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Vice  Pbesident  of  the  United  States,  the 
Senate  ha^e  elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith 
their  President  pro  tempore :  the  Senate  hare  re- 
solved that  two  Chaplams,  of  different  denomjna- 
tioDs,  be  appointed  to  Cobgress,  for  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly.  The  Senate  have  appointed  a_  commit- 
tee on  their  pKart,  Jointly,  with  such  committee  as 
ma  J  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Moose,  to 
wait  on  the  Fresidbmt  of  the  Uniteo  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communi- 
cation that  ne  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Betolved,  T hat  Mr.  John  Ram dolph, Mr.  Camp- 
bell of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Crownimbhielo,  be 
appointed  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
K>intly,  with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Benate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the 
two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  this  House ; 
and}  upon  examiningthe  ballots,  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  whole  House  was  found  in  iavor  of 
Joseph  Wh  baton. 

Besolved,  That  Thomas  Clazton  be  appoint- 
ed Doorkeeper,  and  Thomas  Dunn  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  of  this  Hduse. 

JRudvedy  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  established 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of 
proceeding  to  be  observed  in  this  House,  until  a 
xevision  or  alteration  of  the  same  shall  take  place. 

Ordered,  Th^t  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pBPS  BDd  report  such  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
woceedings  as  are  proper  to  be  observed  in  this 
Rouse;  and  that  Mr.  VARNxrM,Mr.  Dawson,  Mr! 
Tallmadge,  Mr.  Greoo,  and  Mr.  Holland,  be 
the  said  comtnittee. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed,  pur- 
suant to  the  standing  rule  and  orders  of  the  House, 
Tis:  •  ' 


CommUteeqfReviaalmui  Vnfinuhed 
Mr.  TsMNfiv^r.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Claibornb. 

Reaolwed,  That  a  cominittee  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of  three  member^  to  be  styled  the  **  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
superintend  and  control  the  ezMnditare  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  audit  and  settle  all  the  accounts  whiek 
may  be  charged  thereon. 

And  a  eommhtiae  was  arootntedy  of  Mv«  Con- 
rad, Mr.  Davrnport,  and  Kf r.  Cdtts. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Clerk,  accompanying  a  report  of  hit 
proceeding,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Iloase,  ol  the  twenty-eighth  da v  of  February 
last,  for  letting  to  the  lowest  bidder  the  printing 
work  and  supplies  of  stationery  for  the  use  of  the 
House,  togetner  with  sundry  documents  respecting 
the  same. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  anv,  and  what,  amendments  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  the  acts  establishing  a 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  said  eonimitMe  have  leave 
,  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise: 

And  a  conwiittee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas, Mr.  RoBSHT  WaiTfiHiLL,  Mr.  BvrrON,  Mc 
CooxE,  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Knioht,  Mr.  Sviin«ia, 
Mr.  CovuiavoN,  Mr.  Glotton,  Mv.  Saudpord, 
Mr.  Williams  of  North  CaroliiM,  Mr.  Rbba  of 
TenneBsee,  Mr.  Williax9  of  Sovih  Cwoltna, 
Mr.  Mbadk  Mr.  Mobrow  of  Oldo,  Mr.  Sovra- 
ARD,  and  Mr.  Lrwis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  "cause 
the  members  to  be  Aimished,  during  the  present 
session,  with  three  newspapers  to  each  member, 
such  as  the  members,  respectively^  sl^l  choose,  to 
be  delivered  at  their  lomings ;  and  that  if  any 
member  shaU  choose  to  take  any  newspaper  other 
than  a  daily  paper,  he  shall  be  ramished  with  as 
many  of  aooa  papers  as  shall  not  sscesd  thepciee 
of  a  daily  paper* 

Mr.  Joair  aah  dolpb,  from  tke  jakic  comoittas 
aMoialed  to  wait  o»  tte  President  of  xk»  Uniied 
States,  and  notifv  him  that  a  aasiwn  <^  th«  two 
aaseMibled^  refxirted  tlMt  the  cammlilce 


Comrrdttee  of  Ways  and  Miaru^Mt.  Johw 
Randolph,  Mr.  Nicholson,  Mr.  Joseph  Clay, 
Mr.  QuiNCT,  Mr.  Meriwether,  Mr.  Dickson, 
and  Mr.  Moselt. 


had  perfmaed  tiiat  service;  and  than  tb«  Pi 
dent  signified  to  tktm  that  he  would  make  a  com* 
muaieatiott  to  this  House  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o^clock,  by  way  of  Bfessage. 


Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacti..  „ 
Mr.  Crowninsbield,  Mr.  M'Crebrt,  Mr.  Leib^ 
Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr. 
Mdmford. 

CommUtee  <tf  Elections^Ur.  Findlbt,  Mn  Bi/* 
MBB,  Mr.  Sppes,  Mr.  Chittbnoen,  Mr.  So&dhb- 
man,  Mr.  Bidwbll,  and  Mr.  Bllis. 

Committee  of  Oatms^Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  Mr. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Bbdinobr,  Mt.  Stanpord,  Mr. 
Stanton,  Mr.  Moore  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
Moou  of  South  Carolina. 


Tobsvat,  Dteeamher  a 

Several  other  memhers,  to  wit :  Abram  Tri«o^ 
from  Virginia ;  Qeorob  W.  Campbell,  from  Ten* 
nessee  $  and  Robert  Marion,  fpm  Sosth  Caro- 
lina ;  afipeaced,  produced  their  credentials^  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolation 
of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  two  Chap- 
laias  ol  Congress  for  the  present  session,  one  by 
each  House,  to  interchange  weekly, and  concurred 
with  the  Senato  therein. 

A  Message  was  rccoived  from  tke  PraKdanc  of 
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the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  coofideratiQD  of  a  Comraittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  (Joion.  [Fur  this  Message  see 
Senate  proeeedings  of  this  day's  date,  anief  page 
11.  J 

Mr  JoBN  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  ^making  an 
additional  appropriation  for  the  Nayal  serrice. 
doriog  the  yeftr  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and 
Bfe*f  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  immediately. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Clay, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  vhe-^ 
therany,  and  what,  abuse  exists  of  the  privilege 
of  franking  letters;  and  to  report  such  provision 
t^  in  their  opinion,  will  tend  to  remedy  the  same. 

The  House  adjourned. 


WfiDNESDAT,  December  4. 

« 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  John  Arcbbb, 
from  Maryland,  .and  William  Butler,  from 
South  Carolina,  appeared^  produced  their  creden- 
tialSf  and  look  their  sea(s  ib  the  House. 

An  eoffrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  the  Naval  seryiee^  duripg  the  vear 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  was  read  ^« 
th ird  time,  an  d . passed. 

The  Hopse  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  appoiDfr* 
ment  of  a.  Chaplain  to  Coogress,  on  the  part  of 
ihis  Hoose,  and,  npon  examioipg  the  ballotar  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  Home  was 
found  in  favor  of  the  Revereod  Mr.OLSiiiMr. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
titory  was  presented  to  the  Hotise  and  read,  pray- 
ing that  a  reasonable  time  may.be  allowed  to  the 
pre-emption  claimaats  for  land  within  the  said 
Territory,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Coi>- 

fress  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eisht 
Qodred  and  three,  to  make  payment  for  the  first 
instalment  due  for  the  said  land  on  the  first  of 
January  next,  after  the  date  of  the  certificate  to 
^  granted  therefor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  praying  a  rijrht  of  pre-emp- 
tion as  occupants  of  certain  public  lands  which 
they  have,  severally,  improveu  and  settled. 

Ordered,  That  tne  said  memorial  and  petition, 
togeiher  with  the  n^emorial  and  petition  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  which  were  presented 
to  this  House  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  last, 
he  severally  referred  toMr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph. 
Mr.  Lattimorb,  Mr.  Smilib,  Mr.  Olin,  and  Mr. 
Taqqart. 

9lh  Con.— 9 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr*  Varnum  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  ofiered  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

1.  ReMohedy  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  quarantine  and  health  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Conk* 
mittee  of  Commei^ce  and  Manufactures. 

3.  'Reaohtd,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  tha 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  aggres* 
sions  committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreign  aimed  ve»» 
sels ;.  to  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors ;  to  the 
building  of  seventy-four-gun  ships ;  and  to  the  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  aims  and  ammunition ;  be  refor* 
red  to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Ruohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  tha 
President  of  the  United  Statss  as  relates  to  the  organ* 
ization  and  classification  of  the  militia,  and  to  the  aug* 
mentation  of  pur  land  forces,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

4.  Mesoived,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  tha 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  our  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee* 

Previous  to  a  decision  on  these  resolutions,  Mr. 
BiDWELL  rose  and  said  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
offer  an  additional  resolution  relative  to  a  subject 
not  embraced  in  them. 

The  Chairman  observed  that  the  resolutions 
first  offered  must  in  point  of  order,  be  first  decided 
upon,  after  which  the  resolution  alluded  to  could 
be  received,  or  it  might  be  read  in  argument  whUe 
they  were  under  consideration. 

The  foregoinff  resolutions  were  then  severally 
read,  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said  he  would  offer  another 
resolution,  the  substance  of  which  was  not  em« 
braced  in  the  resolutions  submitted  by  hia  friend 
from  Virginia, viz: 

RtMhed^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  the  con« 
duct  of  the  belligerent  Powers  towards  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  unjustifiable  Gonstruction  lately  given 
by  some  of  them  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  regard* 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Wsys  and  Means. 

Mr.  Bldwbll  said  this  resolution  embraced,  in 
some  measure,  his  object ;  but.  as  it  did  not  ejtr 
actly  coQiport  with  it,  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  reading,  by  way  of.  argument,  the  resolution 
which  he  had  prepared.  Ijix*  B.  then  re^  the 
following  resolution : 

Rtaohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  injuries  done  to  ua 
as  a  neutral  nation,  by  the  interpolation  of  new,  unjusti 
and  unacknowledged  principles  into  the  law  of  nations, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruction  to 
inquire  in  what  respects,  and  to  what  extent,  our  nea? 
tral  rights  have  thus  been  violated,  and  what  legitlativo 
measures  the  true  interest  of  the  United  States  requires 
to  counteract  such  violations. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  remarked  that  this  resolution  went 
further  than  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  So  far  as  that  resolution  went  it  met 
his  ideas.    But  he  thougt^t  it  ought  to  go  fiuther  j 
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and,  should  it  not  be  adopted,  he  would  afterward 
move  the  one  he  bad  just  read.  His  reason  for 
thinking  the  Houiie  ougtit  to  go  further  was  this: 
We  have  been  informed  by  the  President  that 
jiew  principles  have  been  interpolated  hy  foreign 
Powers  into  the  law  of  nations.  What  the-se 
principles  are  is  not  stated,  except  inoneinstanc<>. 
To  what  extent  they  have  been  carried,  we  are 
j9ot  informed.  We  nave,  it  is  true,  out-door  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  but  not  of  such  a  nature 
us  to  justify  our  acting  ip  our  legislative  capacity. 
.These  principles,  as  well  Bh  the  injuries  we  have 
received,  were,  in  bis  opinion,  a  proper «objecl  for 
ihe  investigation  of  »  committee. 
■  Mr.  NicBOLBON  said  he  could  not  conceive  in 
'Wbat  the  two  reiolotioos  differed,  except  in  lan- 
guage. They  both  embraced  tliesanre  object.  In 
t)ne  respect  only  they  differed.  While  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  jrentieman  frofn  Massachusetts  refer- 
Ted  the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  his  own 
TPsolution  referred  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
find  Means.  The  investigation  contemplated  by 
the  gentleman  could  be  a<i  well  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  by  a  select  com- 
mittee. Nor  was  it  necessarv  for  this  purpose  to 
eitre  them  any  instructions.  Ir  the  subject  rf>quired 
investigation,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  make  it 
and  to  lay  the  result  of  the  iavesiisaiion  before 
the  House.  It  would  be  allowed,  tnat  it  was  a 
aubjeiit  in  which  the  revenue  was  most  deeply  in- 
tereMted,and  as  such  properly  the  province  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  For  bis  own 
part,  said  Mr.  N.,  be  could  have  ^o  objection  to 
the  resolution  of  the  |;entleman  from  Massachu- 
setts; but,  as  his  own  resolution  embraced  the 
aamc*  object  and  went  to  the  same  extent,  he  per- 
ceived no  reason  against  adopting  it, 

Mr.  QuiNCT  could  not  agree  that  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  either 
embraced  the  same  object,  or  went  to  the  same 
length  with  that  proposed  by  his  colleague.  He 
thought  that  offered  by  his  colleague  far  prefera- 
ble, as  it  was  more  extensive  in  its  views  He  was 
of  opinion,  that,  whatever  comniiittee  was  appoint- 
ed should  investigate  the  nature  of  the  principles 
klluded  to  in  the  Message,  as  well  as  the  measures 
referred  to.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  not  boond  to  make  a  special  report  oa  the 
subject;  they  mii^ht  content  themselves  with  a 
general  one ;  and  it  might  be  necessary  afterward 
to  app«>int  a  new  committee  to  make  the  requisite 
investigation.  Mr.  d.  was  the  more  anxious,  as 
he  thought  it  necessary  that  a  complete  invrsti 
gatioo  should  be  made  in  the  House  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  principles  referred  to  in  the 
Message. 

Mr.  Blliot  said  he  did  not  perfectly  under- 
atand  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  when  he  told 
them  that  the  subject  contemplated  to  be  referred, 
naturally  and  exclusively  fell  w  thin  the  proper 
Jurisidiction  of  the  Commttteeof  Ways  and  Means. 

It  would  be  a'Imitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  sub- 
ject was  not  only  important,  hut  likewise  novel. 
Our  attention  is  forcibly  called,  in  the  Message,  to 
this  as  a  subject  of  the  first  importanc*': 

**lilsw  pimciplss,  too>  have  been  intsrpolatsd  into 


'  the  law  of  nations,  founded  neither  in  jnsliee  nor  the 
'  usage  or  acknowledgment  of  nations.    Aceordipg  to 


these,  a  belligereot  takes  to  itself  a  eommeree 
its-own  enemy,  which  it  denies  to  a  oeatnd,  on  the 
ground  of  ito  siding  that  enemy  hi  the  war.  But 
reason  revolts  at  saeb  an  insonnistencj,  and  the 
neutrsl  having  sqosl  right  with  the  belligessat  lo  de- 
cide the  question,  the  interests  of  our  constituents,  snd 
the  duty  of  maintaining  the  authority  of  reeaon,  the 
only  umpire  between  just  nstions,  impoae  on  us  tbs 
obligation  of  providing  sA  effectnsl  and  determined  op- 
position to  s  doctrine  so  injurious  to  the  rights  of  pcsofr- 
able  nations." 

Our  attention  is  called  to  the  important  point  of 
new  interpolations  into  the  law  of  nations,  or  in 
other  words,  to  the  adoption  by  the  Quverament 
of  one  or  more  foreign  Powers  of  what  is  consid- 
ered as  a  modification  of  the  ancient  laws  of  nar 
tioDs,  as  accommodating  them  to  their  wishes, 
and  as  introducing  new  principles  which  they 
wish  to  impose  upon  other  nations.  How  a  sulh 
ject  so  important  naturally  and  necessarily  belongs 
to  the  Committee  of  ^\ays  and  Means,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say.  But,  says  the. gentle- 
man, it  is  a  question  of  revenue.  How  so?  It 
may  affect  the  revenue  incidentally ; but  theqoes- 
hon  of  revenue,  from  its  comparative  ud import- 
ance, is  at  once  merged  and  lost  in  the  more  im- 
portant question,  whether  we  ehall  passively 
submit  to  the  introduction  of  new  principles  to  lie 
imposed  upon  neutrals,  by  any  Government  what- 
ever, however  powerful  or  extensive  its  influence. 
On  thi9sobj<*ct,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  fhoosfht,  as  it  ap- 
peared by  the  Message  the  Executive  tbougiit, 
th:*t  it  possessed  great  imnoriance  in  itself.  Nor 
did  he  conceive  it  pos^stbie  to  present  any  view 
more  important  than  that  taken  by  the  resoluiioa 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Committee  of  Way?«  aod 
Means  were  fully  competent  to  an  investigation 
of  the  subject^  in  their  ability  to  investigate  it,  be 
had  full  confidence.  But  he  thought  they  had 
sufficient  business  in  t  tie  ir  proper  sphere  to  oecopy 
their  attention.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land would  be  rejected,  and  that  submitted  by  the 
gentleiDAD  from  Maasachusetta  substituted  in  its 
room. 

Mr.  Gaeoo  thought  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  fully  attain  h\»  object  by  offering 
a  part  of  the  resolution  he  bad  n'ad.as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  before  the  House.  The 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  embraced  two  dis- 
tinct parts ;  the  first  retarded  the  objects  to  be 
mquired  into,  and  the  last  instructed  the  commit- 
tee how  to  act.  The  re^otution  of  the  ^ntlemaa 
from  Maryland  •  mbraces  the  same  objecL  The 
end.  therefore,  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  be  fully  g  ined  by  adding  the  instruct- 
ive part  of  his  own  resolo^ioo  to  the  reai>lutioa 
under  discussion.  As  to  the  difference  between  a 
s  anding  and  select  committee,  it  was  not  so  im- 
portant as  it  appeared  to  be  to  tne  gentleman  from 
Vermont.  Ttie  subj«*ct,  from  its  character,  natu* 
rally  came  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod 
Means  $  and  it  waa  Uudersitfod  that  standing  com- 
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niitiees  treat  tb/ough  the  btti^ipess  referr«>d  to 
thfm  with  more  regularity  than  a  select  com- 
iDiftee. 

Mr.  Bm>w£ll  said,  that  if  ^otlemen  attentively 
COo.sidered  the  two  resolutiops,  they  would  find 
that  the  re^olutioQJ)ffer^d  by  thegeoileman  from, 
Maryland  did  not  go  to  the  same  extent  with  the 
TPsolutioD  which  he.  had  the  honur  of  propoKiog. 
The  former  referred  to  but  one  principle,  and  lim- 
ited the  sut^ject  to  considerations  connected  with 
reveooe.    It  appeared  to  htm  that,  from  oat-door 
information,  it  would  be  found  ihat  various  prin- 
ciples had  been  assumed  relative  to  the  law  of 
naiiuns  to  which  we  might  not  as  a  neutral  na* 
tioD  c|ioose  to  submit.  It  was  true  thai  the  subject 
was  connected  with  the  revenue;  »o,  however, 
was  every^  subject.    Elvery  subject,  whether  con* 
fiected  with  a  state  of  peace  or  w^r,  would  neces* 
sariJy,  more  or  less,  affect  the  revenue^    Though 
this  was  the  case  with  this  subject,  it  ou^ht  not  to 
be  considered  as  primarily  connected  with  reve- 
nue.    Under  present  circumstances,' we  do  not 
consider  it  principally  as  connected  with  finance, 
but  with  other  Hubjects.    Mr.  B.  said  be  had  no 
particular  wishes  with  re^rd  to  the  committee  to 
be  appointed  in  this  instance ;  hut  he  did  wish 
the  subject  examined  in  more  extensive  views 
than  WMs  crintem plated  in  the  resolution. 
^  Mr.  NicBOLsoN  observed  that  the  pnnripal  ob- 
jection made  to  the  resoluiion  he  had  offered  was 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
Dot  bound  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  submit 
to  the  House  the  result  of  their  investigation. 
Some  sentlemen  think  it  tteces5ary  that  instruc- 
tions should  be  given  tq  the  committee  to  insure 
such  an  investigation.    Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  bad 
known  inatances  within  the  course  of  the  six  pa^t 
years,  in  which  a  subject,  apparently  simple,  had 
produced  a  voluminous  report  Without  any  in- 
Btruction  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  Itnown  other 
instances  in  which  a  subject  of  great  importance 
bad  been  referred,  on  which  there  had  been  re* 
ported  a  simple  resolution,  which  nfler'ward  be- 
came the  subject  of  argument  within  these  walls. 
If  io  this  ca^e  an  investigation  is  desired,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
can  make  it,  and  give  the  result  to  the  House.  He 
recollected,  some  years  agoj  a  simple  resolution 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  which  he  bad  the 
booor  to  be  chairman.    They  consi  iered  the  sub- 
ject of  vast  importance,  and  thought  it  proper,  iq 
their  report,  to  go  at  length  into  it.    The  report 
Was  made,  and  on  it  was  predicated  the  extensive 
purchase  of  Louisiana.    Vet,  in  this  case,  there 
Were  no  instructions  given.    The  committee,  not- 
withstanding, thought  it  their  dut^to  inquire  into 
the  subject;  thev  accordingly  did  inquire,  and 
made  the  report  alluded  to.' 

In  every  point  of  lispht  in  which  the  present 
subject  could  be  viewed,  it  would  be  found  to 
affect  the  revenue.  There  are  various  ways  in 
which  we  may  attack  the  belligerent  nations.  We 
miy  attack  them  by  land  or  by  sea.  The  prepa- 
rations required  for  this  purpose  may  not  sink  our 
present  revenue,  but  render  it  necessary  to  resort 
V»  the  raiaiog  additional  revenue.    Should  there 


be  a  non  importation  act,  which  had  lately  beeo 
a  subject  of  discussion  io  the  public  prints.  iC 
would  necessarily  afffct  our  revenue,  and  hefora 
it  could  he  agreed  to  or  acted  on.  it  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  Com  mil  tee  of  Waya 
and  Means  to  enter  into  an  investigation  bow  iha 
neceasary  revenue  could  be  obtained.  If  we  resort 
to  the  expedient  of  raising  the  duties  on  maoufao* 
tured  articles,  he  would  a^k  if  that  were  not  a 
proper  subject  for  the  Committee  of  Wa^s  and 
Means?  The  measure  could  not  hot  afiect  our 
revenue  deeply,  and  would  it  not  become  ne- 
cessary for  toe  Committee  of  Ways  and.  Means 
to  inquire  to  what  extent  the  duties  might  be 
laid  withont  producing  the  necessity  of  reaort- 
ing  to  new  taxes.  But,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  desirous  of  inatructinff  tha 
committee,  he  had  no  objectioD  so  to  modify  hia 
resolution  as  to  add  to  it  the  latter  part  of  the  rea* 
olution  offered  by  him. 

So  modified,  the  resolution  was  read  from  the 
Chai ,  as  follows: 

**  JUmthedf  That  sb  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Prea- 
ident  of  the  United. States,  at  relates  to  the  conduct  of 
the  belligerent  Powen  toward  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  nnjastiflable  constraction  lately  given  by  soma 
of  them  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  regards  the  rights  of 
neutrals^  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
M^mnB,  with  Instruction  to  inquire  in  wtkt  respectSi 
and  to  what  eitent  our  neutral  rights  have  been  via* 
lated,  and  what  legislative  measures  the  true  interest 
of  the  United  Statea  requires  to  counteract  such  viola- 
Uons.*' 

Mr.  BtDWELL  inquired  to  what  committee  the 
defensive  measures  recommeodAKl  by  the  Presi* 
dent  had  been  .referred  ? 

The  Chairman  replied  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  said  that  subject  appeared  to  him 
as  much  connected  with  the  revenue,  as  principles 
which  respected  the  law  of  nations.  If  that  sub* 
ject  had  been  referred,  with  propriety,  to  a  aeleet 
oommlttee.  surely  this  might  al^io,  as  it  aras  not 
so  necessarily  connected  with  revenue  aa  to  make 
it  tlie  peculiarbusinesaef  the  Commit  tee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Smilib  remarked  that,  it  appeared  that  the 
ideas  of  both  the  ^ntlemen  were  incorporated  io 
the  resolution  as  it  stood ;  and  that  the  only  sub* 
sisting  diff'^rence  was  as  to  the  comnlittee.  This 
was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  occupy  mudi 
of  their  time.  The  subject  might  most  properlf 
go  to  a  commercial  committee;  but.  as  he  oelieved 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  perfectly 
competent,  he  should  not  pbject  to  the  resolution* 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutioni 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^ayes  56,  noes4S. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tions, which  the  House  immediately  took  into 
consideration. 

The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division  ;  and  the  fiAh — ayes  57. 

The  second  resolution  was  referred  to  Messrit. 
DAwaoN,  N.  WiLLtAMS,  Bloumt,  Ely,  DabbiTi 
and  FiaK. 

The  third  resolution  was  leferred.  to  Meitra» 
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Yarnom,  Basset,  Sturobs,  Lambert,  Rba  of 
PenDsyivania,  Marion,  and  Blake. 

And  the  fourth,  to  Messrs.  Gregg.  Garnett. 
BiDWELL,  Goldsborouqh,  HooGfl,  Wtmns,  and 

RUBSELL. 


Thursday,  December  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Jambs  Kbllt,  from 
Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Qantt  to  be  one  of  the  Chaplains  to  Congress, 
on  their  part. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  observed  that  the  House  at 
theiv  last  session,  had  had  before  them  a  subject  of 
considerable  importance,  which  not  having  been 
then  defioiiiyely  acted  U|tf)n,  he  thought  it  would 
be  proper  again  to  take  into  consideration.  He 
therefore  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Beaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whe^r  any,  and,  if  any,  what  description  of  claims 
against  the  United  States  are  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  which  in  reason  and  justice  ought  to  be 
|irovided  for;  and  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  considered, 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  seventeen 
members,  viz. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith.  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Bedingbr, 
Mr.  Stanford,  Mr.  Stanton,  Mr.  Moore  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Thompson  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Green,  Mr. 
Gbittbnben,  Mr.  Halset.  Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  An- 
derson, Mr.  Campbell  or  Tennessee,  Mr.  Mob- 
bow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Mebi wether,  and  Mr.  Jackson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conrad,  the  following  resolUr 
tion  was  adopted : 

Remthedf  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  House  be  al- 
lowed the  same  sum,  as  has  heretofore  been  allowed, 
toK  the  purposes  of  employing  men  and  horses  to  ena- 
ble him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office* 

Mr.  Leib  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Retoiotdt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations  ought  to  be 
Bude  in  the  act  to*  regulate  and  fix  -the  compensalion 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent 


Mr.  Leib  said  it  would  be  recplleeted  that  at 
the  end  of  every  session  heretofore,  it  had  been 
asaal  to  submit  propositions  for  an  extra  allow- 
nnce  to  the  officers  of  the  House.  It  was  desira- 
ble that  the  compensation  of  the  officers  should  be 
fixed.  That  they  might  be  €xed,  and  that  no 
aimilar  proposition  should  be  offered  hereafter,  was 
his  reason  ror  offering  this  resolution. 

The  House  immediately  took  it  up,  agreed  to 
it,  and  referred  it  to  a  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  the  petitions  heretofore 
presented  for  and  against  a  bridge  across  the  Poto- 
mac, at  the  city  of  Washington,  were  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  members,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Thompson  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Mary- 
land, Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  MAaRunBR,jandMr.  Bctlbr. 


FRIDAY;  December  6. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Joseph  Cl at  be  appointed 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
fifth  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  aggres- 
sions committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreign  armed 
vessels;  to  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors; 
to  the  building  of  seventy-four  gun  ships ;  and  to 
the  prohibiting  of  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition ;  m  the  room  oi  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  is 
absent. 

Mr.  Alston  remarked  that  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  merchants  from  North  Carolina,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at 
Plymouth  had  been  presented  at  the  last  session; 
to  which  effect  a  bill  had  been  brought  in;  but 
that,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  important  business, 
it  bad  either  been  rejected  or  postponed.  He 
wished  the  subject  to  be  again  taken  into  con- 
sideration. To  which  end  he  moved  the  refer- 
ence of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mantifactures.^ Agreed  to. 

ARMY  RULES,  dtcu 

Mr.  Varnum  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
the  rulee  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  Army  had  never  been  revised  since  the  era  of 
the  present  Government;  and  that  consequently 
the  rules  and  regulations  established  daring  the 
Revolutionary  war  still  continued  in  force,  though 
t>ur  circumstances  had  m a terudly- changed.  From 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  he  thought  it  became 
necessary  that  a  revision  soould  take  place,  that 
they  might  be  adapted  to  the  provisions  under 
the  present.  Qovernment.  .An  attempt  to  this 
effect  had  been  made  during  the  two  last  sessions; 
and  in  this  House  a  bill  had,  passed,  which  had 
been  rejected  in  the  Senate.  He  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  became  the  House,  by  again  attending 
to  the  subject,  to  do  their  duty ;  and  if  neglect 
should  attach  anywhere,  it  should  be  at  the  pro- 
per door.  He,  therefore,  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Buohed^  That  a  committee  be  aj^inted  to  prepsie 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Anny 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  seven  members 
appointed. 

mxt  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  Piesideot's  Message  tbat  relates  to  aggres- 
sions committed  on  our  coasts,  dbc,  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  report  by  bill  or  bills,  reported  in 
part  a  bill  prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  ex- 
portation or  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  was  read  twice,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

[This  bill  prohibits  the  exportation  of  the  ordi- 
nary warlike  articles  uDtil  the day  of . 

and  declares  all  such  as  do  not  constitute  a  part  ot 
the  equipment  of  a  vessel,  forfeited,  and  in  case 
the  same  in  value  exceed  -^—  dollars,  declares 
the  vessel  forfeited.] 

On  a  motion  maae  to  refer  to'  a  select  committee 
the  memorial  of  tbe  Ohio  Company,  presented  the 
last  session,  the  House  divided — ayes  63.  Carried^ 
and  a  committee  of  three  members  appointed. 
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COLLECTION  OP  DUTIES,  Ac 
Mr.  LfiiB  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Reaohedt  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactares  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi- 
encj  of  io  fkr  amending  the  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 'as  to  extend  the 
time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of 
goods  exported  for  drawbsck;  and  to  authorize  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasuxy  to  grant  relief  to  those 
irho  have  forfeited  their  claims  to  debentures  by  ex- 
ceeding the  ten  days  assigned  by  law  for  taking  the 
eath  and  giving  bond,  where  no  intention  of  fraud 
Aall  appear. 

Mr.  Leib  observed  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  heretofore  at  every  session  of  Congress  peti- 
tions had  been  offered  complaining  of  hardships 
Tinder  this  act  and  soliciting  relief.  If  redress  were 
to  be  given,  it  ought  to  be  undent  general  and  not  a 
special  provision.  At  any  rate  it  would  be  allow- 
ed to  be  advisable  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  making  such  provision. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield  hoped  the  reference  would 
obtain,  as  he  had  been  acquainted  with  several 
hard  case;^  under  the  present  provisions  of  law. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crowninsbibld  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  provision  under  the  same 
act.  that  related  to  the  size  of  the  casks  and  the 
weight  of  the  packages  in  which  it  is  made  neces- 
sary to  i no  port  sundry  articles.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  some  of  ihese  restrictions  were  use- 
less for  the  protection  of  the  revenue,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  embarrassed  the  merchant.  If  this 
were  so  they  should  be  dispensed  with.  To  make 
the  proper  inquiry  on  this  point  he  moved  the 
following  resolution: 

Ruokfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Maaufacturee  be  instructed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  jm>  far  as  relates  to  the  import- 
ation of  malt  liquors,  distilled  spirits,  and  loaf  and 
lump  sugar,  in  casks,  vessels,  or  packages  of  a  limited 
capacity  and  weight,  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


would  be  satisfied  that  it  should  lie  for  some  time 
on  the  table,  the  more  especially,  that  new  mem- 
bers might  Decome  acquainted  with  it.  He  then 
offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  *<An  aol 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  pf  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee/'  as  appropriates  an^r  portion  ik 
said  lands  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  or 
compensating  any  claims  to  the  said  lands,  derived  from 
any  act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
neither  recognised  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  nor  embraced  by  the  two  first  sections  of  the 
above-mentioned  act,  be  repealed. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Gregg  said  he  wished  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  resolution  on  a  subject  of  considerable 
importance,  which  had  engaged  the  House  atsev- 
^al  of  its  previous  sessions,  and  which  was  ^en- 
eraily  known  by  the  name  of  the  Yazoo  claims. 
The  discussions  on  thissubjpct  had  occupied  much 
time,  and  had  excited  greater  irritation  than  any 
other  subject  within  these  walls.  He  supposed 
there  was  no  probability  that  the  subject  would 
be  permitted,  by  the  claimants,  to  sleep,  while  the 
act  appropriating  five  millions  was  permitted  to 
Temam  in  force.  His  obiect  was,  to  repeal  that 
Act.  B^  this  step  the  ciaimaBts  would  not  be 
placed  in  a  worse  situation,  as  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice would  be  open  to  them.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did 
Bot  expect  the  House  immediatfly  to  act  on  this 


INDIAN  LANDS. 

Mr.  Gbcog  observed  that  they  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  President,  in  his  communication  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  that  several  purchases 
of  lands  had  been  made  from  the  Indians,  which 
were  the  more  advantageous  from  their  vicinity 
to  thick  settlementa.  It  became  necessarv  to  make 
provision  for  the  surveying  and  disposal  of  these 
lands.  He  believed  that  some  amendmenta  would 
be  found  necessary  in  the  existing  land  laws,  par* 
ticularly  with  regard  to  lands  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Detroit.  He  therefore  submitted  the  foilowtiig 
resolution : 

Resohfed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquiie 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  alterations  or  amend- 
menta are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  several  acta  pro* 
viding  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  suggested  the  propriety  of 
permitting  the  resolution  to  lie  on  tbe  table,  until 
the  treaties  ceding  the  land  bad  been  ratified  and 
carried  into  efifect.  It  might  also,  he  added,  be 
found  that  the  law  for  the  disposal  of  the  land* 
southwest  of  the  Ohio  required  modification. 

Mr.  0REOO  acquiescing  in  this  disposition  of 
the  resolution,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE  DOCUMENTS. 

A  Message  was  delivered  from  the  Presidbkt 
OF  TBC  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secre« 
tary,  as  follows : 

« Mr,  Speaker,'  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  deliver  you  a  Message  in  writing." 

The  SpBAKsa  having  received  and  opened  a 

Scket  of  considerable  size,  observed  tnat  the 
essage  was  confidential,  and  thereupon  ordered 
the  galleries  io  be  cleaied. 

In  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  doors  were 
opened,  when  it  appeared  that  part  of  the  com^v 
munications  made  by  tbe  President  were  coafideii* 
'tial,and  that  tbe  members  of  the  House  remained 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy  with  regard  to 
them ;  and  that  another  part  was  not  confidentiaL 
This  part  embraces,  among  others,  the  following 
doc  omenta : 

1.  A  letter  from  Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Secretaxf 


Yesoiation,  though  he  was  prepared,  at  once,  to  go  of  State,  dated  October  24, 1806,  in  which,  after  stating 
into  it.  But  as  it  was  important,  and  related  to  a  the  preparations  making  by  the  Spaniaids  at  Pensacola 
lobjecl  on  which  the  papers  were  voluminous,  he  |  and  other  placesi  he  says:  **l  flatter  myself  that  hoeta 
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ities  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  maybe  avoid- 
ed, and  that  an  honorable  adjustment  of  our  difTerencea 
may  ensue.  But  lam  inclined  to  think  that  the  Span- 
ish agents  calculate  on  a  speedy  rupture,  and  are  making 
all  the  preparations  that  their  means  permit  to  com- 
mence tne  war  in  this  quarter." 

2.  Statements  respecting  the  detention  o(  the  Ameri- 
can gunboats. 

3.  Correspondence  between  Governor  Claiborne  and 
tte  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo,  on  exempting  the  Spanish 
officers  from  municipal  taies. 

4.  Correspondence  between  Governor  Williams,  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  Governor  Grandpre,  with 
sundry  communications  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
Outrsges  committed  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

6.  Documents  to  show  that  the  settlement  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  on  the  Red  river,  at  which  a  principal  aggression 
took  place,  was  originally  made  by  France,  while  pos- 
sessing Louisiana,  and  came  to  the  possession  of  Spain 
only  by  the  general  delivery  of  Louisiana  to  her,  and  as 
a  p«>rt  of  It. 

6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  C.  Pinckney,  dated  August, 
1805,  as  well  as  one  dated  September  22,  1806,  respect- 
iag  Spanish  spoliations. 

.7.  Communications  from  Gov.  Claiborne,  dated  Oc- 
tober 24,  1806,  respecting  obstructions  on  the  Mobile. 
'  8.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commandant  of  the  ship 
Haotreas  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

^    REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Varnom  said  that  during  the  late  Revolu- 
tionary war  with  Great  Britain,  the  Goveroroeni 
of  the  United  States  thought  proper  to  place  on 
the  pension  list  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
ba<)  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  war.  It  had 
•o  happened  that,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances, 
a  large  number  of  our  meritorious  ofl5!cersand  sol- 
dter!t,  of  ihi«  description,  bad  not  b^en  placed  on 
the  list.  A  number  of  them  had  kept  back,  and 
omitted  reaping  the  benefit  of  this  provision,  un- 
der the  expectation  of  supporting  themselves  by 
their  own  industry,  or  by  the  assistance  of  their 
friend:*.  He  believed  that  many  bad  been  prompt- 
ed to  this  by  the  most  laudable  motives.  Many  of 
lb«'m  had  since  found  themselves  unable  to  earn 
a  decent  subsisteoce.  A  number  of  petitions  of 
this  kind  bad,  this  mornioff,  bet'n  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  Mr.  V.  said  it  was  his 
wiiih  that  a  gmeral  and  ample  provision  should 
be  made  fur  all  those  who  had  been  disabled  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Tbe  independence  and 
happy  situation  of  our  country  were  owing  to 
tsbeir  exertions,  and  our  wealth  now  enabled  us  to 
BUfikp  an  ample  provisiion.    He  therefore  moved: 

-  **  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  initnicted  to  in- 
^ire  what  further  measures  are  necessarj  to  be  adopted 
to  remunerate  the  meritorious  services  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  were  wounded  or  diaabled  in  the  Rev- 
•faUionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resuluiion  was  immediately  taken  up  and 
a^eed  to. 

MoNnAT,  December  9. 

Several  other  mem  hen.  to  wit :  from  Virginia. 
BowtN  Gray,  a'wl  Walter  Jones;  from  New 
Yorkj  HEMaY  W.  LiviJioaruM  aud  Euphalet 


WicKEa;  and  from  Georgia.  Joseph  Bryan; ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials  was  qualified 
amd  look  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mri  LEtB  presentpd  a  petition  of  the  late  crew 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  representing  thai  they 
have  been  advised  that  under  the  maritime  regu- 
lations of  the  United  States,  persons  taken  by  the 
Barbary  Powers  are  allowed  on  their  releai<e  a 
pecuniary  compensation  for  clothtne  received  da« 
ring  their  captivity,  and  some  small  sum  for  to- 
bacco and  other  articles,  usually  called  jailnno- 
ney,  for  which  ihey  have  received  no  compensa- 
tion ;  but  that  these  extraordinary  expenses  have 
been,  deducted  from  their  pay.  and  praying  re- 
lief.— Referred  to  the  Coramtitee  of  Claiais. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Bryan  presented  a  petition  from  Tbomss 
Spalding,  representing  that  at  the  late  general 
election  in  Georgia  for  Representatives,  he  had  a 
a  gfreater  number  of  the  votes  given  than  Cowles 
Mead,  returned  as  a  member,  and  praying  thiit  he 
may  be  admitted  to  a  seat.  The  petition  states, 
that  by  a|i  act  of  Georgia  it  is  directed  that  with- 
in twenty  five  days  after  the  day  of  election  the 
votes  shall  be  counted^  and  that  the  CSovernor 
shall  thereupon  make  proclamation  of  the  per- 
sons having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  and  issue 
their  commissions;  that  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  the  votes  of  ihe  counties  of  Camden,  Lib- 
erry,  and  Tatnal,  were  not  received  at  the  Exec- 
utive office,  owing  to  whfch  Mr.  Mead  bad  tbea 
a  majority;  but  that  on  receiving  them  it  ap- 
peared that  the  petitioner  had  4  S^  and  the  sit- 
ting member  only  4.465  votes.  That  the  failure 
to  transmit  the  votes  of  those  counties  arose  from 
an  act  of  God  ;  that  there  was  a  hurrirane  on  the 
8ch  of  December,  which  flooded  the  country^ 
swept  away  the  brfd^e^.  and  rendered  the  roads 
impassabfe,  and  that  it  was  not  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  limited  time  that  these  obstructions 
were  removed. — Petition  referred  to  the  Commii* 
tee  of  Elections. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS,  6uu 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  '*  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammnoitioa 
from  the  Untied  States." 

The  Chairman  having  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Sac.  I.  Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  export  from  the  United  Sutes  any  cannon,  mus- 
kets, pistols,  bayonets,  swords,  cutlaases,  muaket-batis, 
lead,  bonits,  grenades,  gunpowder,  sulphur,  or  saltpe> 
tre ;  but  the  exportation  of  all  the  aforesaid  articles  is 
hereby  prohibited  until . 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  of  the 
aforeaaid  articles,  excepting  such  of  them  as  maj  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  equipment  of  any  vesael  which, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  prohibition,  shall  be 
found  on  board  of  any  vessel  in  any  river,  port,  hay  or 
harbor  within  the  territory  of  the  United  Sutes.  put 
on  board  with  an  intent  to  be  exported  firom  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  lie  forfeited,  and  in  case  the  vslas 
thereof  shall  amount  to  -^—  dollars,  the  vessel  on 
hoard  which  the  same  shall  be  seized,  together  with 
h«r  tackle,  appanli  and  faniton,  ahaU  also  be  tap^ 
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feiUfd:  Pnoided,  neoffrtAeUsM,  Thai  notbtng  in  tbu  aet 
shaJi  be  constraed  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transport* 
atiofl  of  anj  of  the  articles  aforesaid  from  one  port  to 
another  port  within  the  United  States,  in  any  ▼easel 
having  a  license  as  a  coasting-vessel,  the  master,  agent 
or  owner  of  which  shall  have  given  bond  with  one  or 
more  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  the  du>trict 
from  which  such  vessel  is  about  to  depart,  in  a  sum 
double  the  valtie  of  such  vessel,  and  of  such  of  the 
said  articles  as  may  be  laden  on  board  her ;  that  the 
Mkid  articles  shall  be  relanded  and  delivered  in  some 
port  o(  the  United  States;  or  to  prevent  the  ex  porta- 
tioo  of  any  of  the  above  articles  on  public  accoqnt, 
nadcr  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
8utes. 

Sic.  3.  An^  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  if  any  of 
the  articles  aforesaid  shall,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions 
c(  ibis  act,  be  exported  from  the  United  States,  the 
waiel  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  exported,  to- 
gether with  her  tackle,  appatel  and  furniture,  lAialt  be 
forfeited ;  and  the  captain  or  master  of  such  Teasel, 
knowingly  offending  in  the  premises,  shall  be  liable  to 
indictment,  and  upon  conviction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sofo  not  exceeding  ■  dollars;  which  ahall  be  dis- 
tributed in  like  manner  as  is  hereinalter  provided,  as  to 
other  fbrfeiturep  incurred  under  this  act. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enqeted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
daty  of  the  custom-boose  officers,  a|id  of  all  persons 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  to  attend  to 
Ae  execution  of  this  law,  and  all  forfeitures  and  pen* 
allies  incurred  under  it,  and  not  otherwise  directml  to 
be  prosecuted  and  recovered,  shdil  be  sued  for,  prose- 
cuted, adjudged  and  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  in  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
▼easels.'' 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McCrebrt,  the  words 
^pig  iron  aod  brasb"  were  inserted  ia  the  first 
seciioQ. 

Oo  rootion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  blank  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section  was  filled  with,  the  words 
*^  the  end  of  the  next  st^ssion  of  Congresit,  and  no 
longer;  **the  blauk  in  the  second  section  with 
^une  hundred,"  and  that  in  the  third seciiop  with 
"onethou>aDd." 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  fourth  section 
was  so  ameaded  as  to  strike  out  the  title  of  the 
tci  reeited,  aod  to  introduce  *^Ad  act  to  regulate 
the  colli'ctioQ  of  duties  on  hnports  and  tooimge.*' 
Mr.  QuiNCY  offered  a  new  resolution,  eve£pc- 
ibj?  from  duty  the  greater  part  of  the  artielfs 
enumerated  in  the  btU  on  their  importatioo  into 
the  United  States* 

Mr.  QuiNCT  observed  that  on  examination,  the 
bill  before  the  committee  appeared  to  be  the  same 
▼erbatim  with  that  passed  ia  the  year  1797,  with 
the  exception  of  the  new  section  moved  by  him, 
which  had  been  omitted.  What  .was  the  cause 
of  theornisaion  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  the  powers  of  the  eommit- 
ti^  restricted- them  to  a  prohibitiooof  the  export* 
aiion  of  military  articles. 

Mr.  Crowninshigld  hoped  the  adoption  of 
this  new  section  would  not  be  pressed  at  this 
time.  The  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration 
Was  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  cei tain  militacy 


arti«l«*8;  that  of  the  new  section  was  to  render 
their  importation  free  of  duty.  He  would  not 
say  that  at  a  future  time  be  would  object  to  this 
measure,  but  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  at  pres- 
ent. His  mind  not  having  been  drawn  to  the 
subject  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  duiNCY  i>aid  he  had  made  the  motioa  be» 
cause  he  considered  the  new  section  cooformabto 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  object  was  to 
insure  to  the  country  as  laree  a  portion  of  raw 
materials  as  was  necessary  for  the  exigency  of 
the  tiroes.  If  any  gentleman  was  of  ooinion  that 
the  quantity  o  i  hand  is  sufficient  for  tnis  exig^n* 
cy  he  would  be  in  favor  of  sbattnig  the  door 
against  adlitiooal  importations,  by  retain  in  x  ihtf* 
existing  dutien.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  not 
a  sufficient  quantity  on  hand,  it  becrame  neces-^ 
sary  and  proper  that  a  kind  of  bounty  should  be 
offered  for  increasing  the  stock*  He  had  another 
reanon  for  the  section  he  had  ofl&red.  The  bill, 
as  it  now  stands,  will  look  to  the  public,  as  if  the 
state  of  the  country  were  not  so  pressing  as  it| 
perhaps,  actually  was.  In  1797,  the  ground  as- 
sumed in  the  new  section  was  taken.  If  we  now 
pass  the  bill  without  it,  it  will  appear,  said  Mr* 
d.,  as  if  we  did  not  consider  our  exigencies  as 
we  thousht  them  then.  Without  making  a  com^^ 
pariiton  between  that  period  and  this^  I  think  the 
present  exii^ency  such  as  requires  a  similar  step. 

Mr.  Smilib'  did  not  deem  the  amendment  4 
proper  one  at. this  time.  It  rejated  to  a  subject 
distinct  from  that  referred  to  the  committee  that 
brought  in  the  bill^-a  subject  of  sufficient  im* 
poriance  to  stand  by  itself.  He  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say  4hat  our  present  circumstances  would 
not  justify  it.  But  what  had  been  doee  at  a  for^ 
mer  period  uiuter  other  cireumstaoces  was  not  a 
proof  of  its  necessity  at  present.  Before  m^  g^ 
into  it,  we  ought  to  inquire  what  its  effects  would 
he  on  the  revenue,  and  whether  existing  circam^ 
Ktaoces  required  the  sacrifice  it  would  oceaatoD. 
Indeed  he  doubted  whether  the  House  were  pre- 
pared to  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  If  it  were 
found  neeehsary,  he  would  heartily  concur  in  it  $ 
but  this  was  the  mote  qaestiooable,  as  it  did  not 
appear  from  the  Message  oi  the  President  that  he 
viewed  it  as  necessary. 

Mr.  BtowBLL  was  not,  in  this  stage  of  the  bea*- 
iness,  pre^uired  to  determine  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  as  he  did  not  kdow  what  its  bearing 
would' be  on  the  revenaes  of  the  United  States. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  be  apprized  of 
this,  before  they  could  with  propiiety  take  a  step 
which rmight  hreak  io  on  the  fiscal  arrengementa 
of  the  Gbveromeot.  The  gentleman  from  Mas* 
Fachusetth  says  those  opposed  to  his  amendment 
ought  10  show  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  the 
enum^'rated  articles  in  the  country,  or  that  oof 
manufacturers  are  competent  to  supply  them.  Oq 
the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  in* 
cumbeot  on  the  frienda  of  the  proposition  te 
ohow  that  there  would  be  a  deficiency,  or  an  ina* 
hility  of  our  manufacturers  to  supply  our  wanti^ 
in  case  this  pruvi»ion  should  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Cbowninsbiblo  observed  j bat  we  could 
make  in  the  United  States  almost  all  the  articles 
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enumerated  in  the  amendment,  and  that  conse- 
quently it  might,  if  adopted,  injure  our  manufac- 
tures in  a  degree  not  contemplated.  We  certain* 
ly  manufactured  a  great  quantity  of  gunpowder 
and  muskets.  The  duty  on  gunpowder  was  con- 
aiderable,  and  the  effect  of  its  removal  mieht  be 
extremely  prejudicial.  With  regard  to  saltpetre 
jind  sulphur,  he  did  not  know  that  he  would  ob- 
ject to  suspending  the  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
•8  they  were  the  great  raw  materials  'most  want- 
ed, and  as  no  duty  bad  been  exacted  on  them  un- 
til about  two  years  ago,  and  then  on  a  construction 
of  law.  He  hoped,  however,  his  colleague  would 
not  press  the  subject  at  this  time,  as  the  House 
were  not  pepared  for  the  discussion  it  might  in- 
volve, and  as  it  might  materially  affect  the  reve- 
nue. Though  he  would  say  that  mere  consider- 
ations of  revenue  would  not  of  themselves  in- 
duce him  to  vote  against  the  proposed  provision. 
He  did  not  think  the  general  state  of  the  country 
required  it. 

Mr.  duiNGT  was  glad  to  hear  from  gentlemen 
that  the  situation  orthe  country  was  such  as  did 
not  require  the  step  he  bad  proposed.  His  own 
impression  had  been  that  it  was  proper  to  take 
•uch  a  situation  as  if  the  country  were  on  the  eve 
of  a  war. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  he  was  authorized 
to  state  that  the  Government  was  possessed  of 
five  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  sulphur;  and  that  he  was  well  informed 
that  there  was  in'the  country  a  sufficient  quantitv 
for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  miffbt  be  wanted. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  did  not  consider 
the  amendment  proper,  and  hoped  that  it  would 
be  either  withdrawn  or  rejected. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smitb  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  amendment  under  his  present  impressions. 
The  senve  of  the  House  likewise  seemed  to  be 
against  it  in  its  present  shape.  But  the  gentle- 
man could  obtain  his  end  by  moving  to  instruct 
4be  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  its  expediency.  And  should  his  amendment 
be  rejected  he  hoped  he  would  pursue  this  course. 
If,  on  such  investigation,  the  measure  should  be 
found  advisable,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  adoption. 
Mr.  QLuinct  said  that,  considering  the  impres- 
aions  of  gentlemen,  he  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
lion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROWNiNSBrsLn  the  words 
"  sheet  copper,"  were  enumerated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson  a  new  section  was 
added,  declaring  that  the  act  shall  "  commence 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  1806." 

On  this  section  some  diversity  of  opinion  was 
expressed. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  was  in  favor  of  the  act  going  into 
immediate  operation.  Mr.  Crownin8hibi.o  was 
an  favor  of  the  time  stated  in  the  section,  and 
Messrs.  Maoou  and  Soi7thabd  were  in  favor  of 
a  short  extension  of  it.  In  animadverting  on  this 
point.  Mr.  Macon  pronounced  it  doubtful  whether 
the  principle  of  the  bill  were  Constitutional. 
8o  amended,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 


the  bill,  whose  consideration  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  South aro,  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Sayre,  and  the  r«*port  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  thereon,  made  the  last  session,  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  J.  Ran  no  LPH.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  reporteo  on  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Benezet  and  others,  concluding  with  a  resolution 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granted. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 


TuEsoAT,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  fkom  Kentucky, 
John  Boyle  ;  from  New  Jersey,  William  Helms; 
from  Connecticut,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior;  and 
from  New  York,  Philip  Van  Cobtlandt;  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  estimates  of  the  revenue  and  receipts 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  years  1801, 1802, 1803, 
1804,  and  for  three  quarters  of  the  year  1805,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Treasury  Department ;"  which  were 
read,  and  referred  ^o  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means; 

A  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territorv  of  Orleans  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  all  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  such  other  lands  as  the  wisdom  of 
Couffress  may  deem  adequate,  may  be  appropriated 
for  tne  establishment  and  support  or  colleges, 
schools,  and  other  seminaries  of  learning,  in  the 
said  Territory. — Referred  to  Mr.  Qeorob  W. 
Campbell,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Brtan^  Mr.  Joan 
Wbitehill,  and  Mr.  Wads  worth  ;  and  that  the 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  thereon  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  supplementary  to  hb  Message 
of  the  6th  instant  enclosing  sundry  documents  in 
addition  to  those  laid  before  the  House,  viz : 

1.  RelatiTe  to  the  detention  of  the  public  buildingi 
at  New  Orleans. 

2.  Relative  to  the  condact  of  Spain  in  LoninaBa,  in 
the  establishment  of  posts,  dec 

3.  Relative  to  the  obstruction  of  the  commerce  on  the 
Mobile. 

Which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee  to  whom  the  papers  pre- 
viously received  were  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
manufacturers  of  hats  in  Philadelphia,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  modepursued  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Indian  Department  or  vending  furs,  and 
requesting  that  the  same  may  be  regulated  by  law. 
and  that  the  sale  be  by  public  auction. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerceand  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sloan  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table : 
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Ruohedt  TKat  a  tax  or  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  head 
be  impofled  on  all  slaves  hereafter  importsd  into  the 
Uflited  8utes. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  CommissioDers 
under  (he  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  refugees  from  the  British  prorinces  of  Canada 
and  No?a  Scotia/'  which  was  made  to  this  House 
oa  the  thirteenth  of  February  last,  ba  referred  to 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Chamdlsb, 
with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  biUj  or  otherwise. 

EXPORTATION  OF  AkM8,  &c. 

The  HcTuse  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
meDts  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  United  States ;  in 
all  of  which  tbey  concurred. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  substitute  **  five  hundred 
dollars"  in  the  room  of  '*one  hundred ;''  the  sum 
for  exporting  prohibited  articles  beyond  which  is 
followed  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel — under 
the  impression  that  the  provision  was  too  rigorous. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Caow- 
jimsBiELD,  and  opposed  b^  Mr.  Dawson,  and  lost 
—77  members  concurring  m  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  ^  cannon  balls  and 
mortals''  were  added  to  the  list  of  prohibited  ar- 
ticles. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  an  amendment  was 
introduced,  applying;  the  penalties  of  the  bill  to 
the  exportation  of  the  prohibited  articles  by  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholson  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  extended  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Gregg  said  he  understood  the  bill  under 
consideration  was  only  a  report  in  part.  He  had 
no  disposition  to  oppose  its  passage.  He  only  rose 
to  express  his  hope  that  when  the  committee 
made  a  further  report,  they  would  lay  before  the 
House  the  information  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  act  intelligently.  It  had,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Crovernment,  been  the  practice  of  the 
House  to  call  on  the  Secretary  ot  War  to  state 
the  amount  of  military  stores  on  hand,  accompa- 
nied by  his  opinion  of  the  further  supplies  deemed 
necessary.  No  such  thing  had  yet  been  done  this 
session.  The  House  neither  knew  the  quantity 
of  military  stores  on  hand,  or  could  calculate  the 
effects  of  the  bill.    They  did  not  know  what  was 


expediency  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  district 
of  Washinffton,  in  North  Carolina,  so  as  to  include 
Shell  Casue  Island,  and  report  tneir  opinion  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Another  member  to  wit:  Daniel  C.  Vbh* 
plancKj  from  New  York,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Dawson  reported  various  amendments  to 
the  bill  '*  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ex- 
portation of  atrms  and  ammunition  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,'*  which  the  House  took  immediately 
into  consideration,  and  concurred  in,  with  an 
amendment,  strikin^f  out  "pig  iron,"  from  the 
prohibited  articles. 

The  bill  thus  amended,  remains  the  same  tn 
substance  as  it  passed  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Beowbll  said  tbat,  in  the  late  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Tripoli,  distinguished  ser- 
vices had  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Eaton,  which  had 
contributed  to  the  peace  lately  made  with  that 
Power.  Intimation  of  this  fact  was  not  only  de- 
rived from  its  public  notoriety,  but  likewise  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Stater.  He  thought 
these  services  worthy  the  notice  of  Congress.  lie 
therefore  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Ruohedy  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentth 
tivee  of  the  United  States  ofAmenea  in  Congress  as* 
semhUd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  present  a  sword,  in  the  name  of  Congrese» 
to  William  Eaton,  Esq.,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  ta 
leading  a  small  band  of  oar  countrymen,  and  others, 
.  tbiou^  the  desert  of  Lyina,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  conjnnction  with  the  ex-Bashaw  of  that  Re- 
gency ;  defeating  the  TripolitaA  army  at  Deme,  with 
the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval  force  of  the 
United  States,  and  coi^tdbuttng  thenby  to  a  sucoessfnl 
termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration  of  oar  c^ 
tive  fellow-citizens  to  hberty  and  their  country. 

Referred,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vahnum,  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole*  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  took  up 
his  motion  relative  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  of 
ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  D.  R:  Williams  hoped  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  woc^ld  be  postponed.  The  law, 
he  said,  which  had  e^^cited  such  irritation  was  at 


the  quantity  of  sulphur  and  saltpetre  on  hand,  or    present  before  the  Legislaiure  of  South  Carolina, 
whether  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  those  import-    and  would,  in  all  probability,  be  repealed.    If  re- 


ant  raw  materiab,  in  case  we  should  be  embroiled 
in  a  war — 

The  Spbaker  here  interrupted  Mr.  Qrbgo  by 
obserrin'g  that  there  was  no  motion  before  the 
House. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mn  Nicholson  and 
Mr.  Qrego,  on  the  details  of  the  bill,  it  was  order- 
ed, on  the  motion  of  the  former,  to  be  re-commit- 
ted to  the  committee  who  introduced  it,  for 
amendmeat. 


Weonbsoat,  Dtcember  11. 
Besolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Maoufactiires  be  iiutructed  to  inquire  into  the 


pealed,  any  resolution  of  this  House.would  be  use- 
less. He  therefore  moved  its  postponement  until 
Monday  fortnight. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
postponement,  which  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. 

FBENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  observed  that,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  eighth  Cont^ress,  there  had  been  aa 
appropriation  orlKSJdO.OOO  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing American  claims  for  spoliation:*  committed 
by  the  people  of  France,  which  had  been  assumed 
I  in  the  coDvention  that  transferred  to  the  United 
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Slates  the  sovereigQty  of  Louisiana ;  that  bills, 
10  satisfactiao  of  these  claims,  were  daily  pre- 
aemed  for  paymeot  at  the  Treasury ;  but  that,  oji 
tlie31^t.of  this  mooth,  the  appropriation  would 
cease,  wheo  the  sum  remaining  unexpended  would 
be  carried  to  the  credit  of. the  sarpius  fund.  The 
Committee  oi  Ways  and  Means  had  received -a 
letter,  representing  the  circa mstanees,  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had  induced 
them  to  come  to  a  resolution  to  ask  leave  to  pre- 
sent a  billon  the  subject. 

Leave  having  been  granted — 

Mr.  J. -Randolph  made  a  report  consisting  of 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rep- 
resenting the  facts  .stated  by  him,  and  a  bill,  "wup- 
piemen tary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  tqe 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  hns  been  assuibed  by  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  A  pril.  ISOi. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  Re- 
public. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  balance  of  the  93,750,- 
000  remaining  unexpended  on  the  3Ut  of  Decem- 
ber next  shall  not  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund, 
but  shall  continue  applicable  to  the  saitsfaetion 
of  the  claims  until  they  shall  be  satisfied. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  tha  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 


TauRSDAT,'  December  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Jobn  Hamiltoii, 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  cre^ 
dehtiats,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Bgn^amin  Parks  havtng  also  appeared  as  a 
Deleicate  from  the  Indiana  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  the  said  oath  was  administered  to  him 
by  the  Speaker,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House 
accordingly. 

An  engrossed  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Varndm,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  second  instant,  to  prepare  and  report  such 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  as  are 
proper  to  be  observed  in  this  House,  made  a  report 
thereoii;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Cummitteeof  the  whole  Houseon  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter,  in 
the  Grermau  language,  addressed  to  him,  accom- 
panied with  two  printed  books  in  the  same  lan- 
guage.—Ret  erred  to  Messrs.  Conrad,  Brdinogr, 
and  Sammons. 

On  tiie  inution  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  House  came 
to  the  following  resuluttoo: 

Buohfed,  That  the  Committee  oi  Commerce  and 
Mannfactures  be  instmcted  to  take  into  oonsideration 
the  case  of  the  brig  George,  detained  in  the  poit  of 
Norfolk,  with  one  thousand  two  bandied  demijohns  of 
brandy  on  board,  and  to  nport  thereon  by  bill  or  oiher« 
wise. 

Mr.  Nrwton,  previous  to  the  adoiption  of  this 
resolution,  explained  the  peculiar  circuoiataiices 


of  the  cas'e,  ari^ng  from  the  recent  British  orders 
rt  la  five  to  the  trad*'  of  neutrals. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SMtTH,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
instructed  to  inquire  what  further  steps  are  prup- 
er  to  remunerate  meritorious  officers,  &c.,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  proviNion  for 
persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  Revolutionary  war ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March.  1803;  shall  he  construed 
to  extend  to  all  persons  who  received,  actual 
wounds  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  whether  as 
Volunteers  or  militia,and  that  they  shall  be  placed 
on  the  pension  Wni,  thouQh  they  may  have  resign- 
ed, or  have  been  discharged,  or  have  been  in  cap- 
tivity at  the  termination  ot  the  war ;  and  to  those 
who,  having  during  the  war  received  woondi, 
have  since  become  disabled  thereby ;  authorizes 
the  allowance  of  increased  pensions,  in  cases  of 
such  disability,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
certificate  of  two  physicians,  provided  that  sock 
augmentation  does  not  exceed  a  full  pension;  and 
prescribes  a  full  penssion  to  a  commissioned  officer 
shall  he  half  the  amount  of  his  monthly  pay.  to  a 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private  five  dollars 
per  month.and  that  no  pension,  shall  exceed  the 
half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel.! 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  House  came  tea 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  inquire  whether  any  further  compensation  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
tax  for  services  by  them  performed,  and  whether 
any  compensation  ought  to  be  made  them  for 
moneys  actually  paid,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
respective  <  uties  of  their  office,  beyond  the  sums 
allowed  by  law. 

PUBLIC  ROADa 

Mr.  Jackson  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  subject  before  Congress  at  their  last  session, 
relative  to  the  application  of  a  cettain  part  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  lands  of  the  United  States  within 
Ohio,  to  the  making  roads,  to  revive  which,  he 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

JUsohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepan 
and  bring  in  a  ^li/ making  proviiaon  for  the  appUcatioa 
of  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and 
making  eertain  pubUc  roads. 

Mr  Varndm  suggested  the  propriety  of  making 
the  reference  more  general,  4  nd  moved  tbesulh 
stitution  of  the  words  **  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of,"  in  the  room  of  those  in  itaUo. 

Mr.  Jacksoiv  could  not  accede  to  this  amend- 
ment, as  the  pliirhted  faith  of  the  nation  was 
pledged  to  the  application  he  had  stated.  He 
would  have  no  objection  to  enlarging  the  powers 
of  the  committee  so  as  to  enable  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  applying  additional  sunw 
to  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Varnom's  amendment  having  prevailed— 
ayes  60,  the  resolution,  thus  amended,  passed. 

GENERAL  EATON. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biowell,  the  House  re- 
aoived  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 


277 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


278 


DECeMBER,  1805. 


General  Eafon. 


H.  or  R. 


the  rp^oloiion  oflered  yesterday  relatife  to  Wil- 
liam Eaton. 

The  Chairman  read  the  resolution  as  follows: 
'*Beit  enaded,  by  the  Setwte  and  House  of  Repre- 
tentathet  of  the  Untied  States  of  America,  in  Congreea 
auembUd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  present  a  sword,  in  the  name  of  Congress, 
to  William  Eaton,  Esq.,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sensB  entertained  of  his  gaUantiy  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  our  countrymen  and  others 
tliTough  the  desert  of  Lybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  conjunction  with  the  ex-Bashaw  of  that  Re- 
gency ;  defeating  the  Tripoliton  army  at  Deme,  with 
ths  iBsistattee  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval  force  of  th«« 
United  States,  and  contributing  thereby  to  a  succeesiill 
tennination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration  of  our  eap- 
tire  fellow-citiiens  to  liberty  and  their  coontiy." 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  sword,"  and  by  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  words  **a  medal  of  gold/ 
with  proper  devices." 

Mr.  J.  Clay  wished  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  let  the  word  '•sword"  stand  in 
the  resolution.  It  was  only  on  extraordinary 
occasions,  he  believed,  that  a  medal  was  award- 
ed. H«»  was  very  willing  to  voie  for  presenting 
i  sword  on  this  occasion  ;  hdt.  if  a  medal  was  in- 
sisted upon,  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Elliot  requested  that  the  resolotioo  passed 
at  the  last  seasion,  relative  to  Commodore  Preble, 
and  the  officers  and  marines  under  his  command, 
miaht  be  read. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read,  which  or- 
dered a  medal  to  be  struck,  and  a  sword  to  be 
given  to  vach  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  E.  saidf  that  the  objection  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  J  Clay)  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  ^enileman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  BiowELL.)  substituting  a  gold  medal 
ia  (he  room  of  a  sword,  appeared  to  be  founded  un 
the  idea  that  a  medal  would  be  a  meed  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  importance  of  the  services,  or  the 
official  rank  of  the  gentleman  who  was  the  ob^ 
ject  of  ttie  resolution;  in  other  words,  that  it 
would  be  too  great  a  reward.  I  did  not,  said  Mr. 
E.,  anticipate  the  objection  fr-  ra  any  quarter  of 
^  House,  and  regret  extremel^T  that  it  has  arisen. 
Prom  the  peculiar  character  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  intended  to  be  honored  by  the  res- 
olution, was  invested  by  the  Government,  it  be- 
comes a  pijint  of  no  small  delicacy,  and  even  of 
s^e  difficulty,  to  debate  the  question  at  all. 
We  are,  indeed,  told  in  the  President's  Mes- 
nge,  that  the  important  services  of  our  srallant 
eouotryman  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  im- 
pression which  produced  peace  with  Triiwli.  It 
was  proper  for  the  President  to  say  this,  and 
to  «ay  no  more;  but,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  pay 
a  proper  tribute  on  our  part  to'  merit  so  eonspicu- 
ooa,  it  becomes  necessary  to  avail  oorsflves  of  in- 
formation derived  from  unofficial  sources.  In 
everything  which  we  can  do  upon  this  subject. 
We  are  anticifiated  by  the  lou  I  voice  of  fame,  and 
wis  consideration  baa  induced  me  sometimes  to 
wabt  the  propriety  of  doing  anything  whatever. 


It  has  however^  always  been  deemed  policy,  and 
even  duty  in  free  guvernnients.  to  disiingui»:h  by 
national  honors  those  citizens  who  have  perform- 
ed important  national  services.  It  is  p^rfectlY 
understood  rhat  our  brave  countryman  command- 
ed, in  conjunction  with  the  ex  Ba>haw  of  Tripoli, 
a  force  sufficiently  respectable  to  he  consi  ered  aa 
an  armv.  and  of  course  that  the  popular  appdla- 
tion  of  General  Eaton  had  been  conferred  upon 
good  grounds.  In  that  strong  point  of  view  in 
which  the  subject  will  be  seen  by  liberal  minds, 
inadequacy  of  force  and  means,  compared  with 
the  greatness  of  the  object  and  the  event,  will 
give  greater  honor  to  the  achieving  of  the  en- 
terprise. If  we  act  at  all,  we  ought  to  bestow  a 
mark  of  distinction  suitable  for  a  general  officeri 
or  an  offic^-r  of  distinguished  rank,  to  accept. 
Shall  we  refuse  a  medal,  ihe  appropriate  reward 
of  I  he  brave  Preble,  and  offer  a  sword,  which  waa 
ffiven  to  thp'sohordinate  naval  officers,  when  the 
services  of  Preble,  however  meritorious,  and  great- 
ly meritorious  they  were,  fsiled  of  effecting  the 
object  which  the  world  believes  that  Eaton  has 
accomplished?  By  the  modem  notions  of  mar- 
tial etiquette  and  honor,  a  sword  is  the  appropri- 
ate token  of  distinction  and  reward  for  officers  of 
subordinate  rank.  It  is  believed  that  a  simple 
and  concise  vote  of  thanks,  by  the  Represienta- 
tives  of  a  free  people,  is  the  noblest  meed  of  ex- 
alted merit. and  patriotism. 

An  army,  compa<<ed  in  part  of  Americans,  but 
chiefly  of  the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Grecians, 
Eeyptians,  and  Arabians;  in  other  words,  an  ar- 
my collected  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
and  led  by  an  American  commander  to  cooquesC 
and  glory^  is  a  phenomenon  in  military  h  story 
calculated  to  attract  the  attentidn  of  the  world, 
not  only  by  its  novelty,  but  by  its  real  influence 
and  consequence.  It  ought  to  be  considered,  too, 
that  this  army,  notwithstanding  the  singularity 
of  its  O'g^anization  and  character,  and  the  small- 
ness  of  its  numbers  and  its  meani<,  acted  in  a 
cause  which  might  be  thought  to  aff<  ct,  at  least 
in  some  remote  degree,  the  general  interest  of 
mankind.  Since  the  destruction  of  Cato,  and  hia 
little  senate  at  Otica.  the  banner  of  freedom  had 
never  waved  in  that  desert  and  barbarous  quarter 
of  the  globe;  and  be  who  carried  it  so  nobly,  in 
the  language  of  the  resolution,  through  the  desert 
of  Lybia,  and  placed  it  so  triumphantly  upon  the 
African  shore  of  the  Mediterranean,  d&nerves  to 
be  honorably  distinsruished  by  that  country  and 
that  Government,  to  arhieb  the  enterprise  has 
added  lustre.  I  repeat  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  can 
do  nothing  in  which  we  are  not  anticipated  by 
fame.  Fame  has  already  devoted  to  the  name 
which  we  are  laborini;  to  celebraie.  the  monumenr 
turn  aere  perennius,  the  imperishable  column  of 
glory,  which  is  the  just  reward  of  patriots  only, 
and  which  impartial  history  denies  to  the  mere 
conqoerors  and  robbers  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Smilie  remarked,  that  it  added  to  the  value 
of  an  honor  conferred,  to  have  it  bentowed  by  aa 
unanimous  vote.  It  was  not,  however,  his  pur« 
pose  to  trouble  the  House  wiih  a  speech.  He 
shouM  confine  himself  to  making  one  or  two  re- 
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marks.  Reconsidered  it  correct  that  honors  con- 
ferred should  be  apportioned  to  merit.  It  was  not 
so  important  whether  the  man,  on  whom  they 
were  bestowed,  was  the  commander  of  an  army, 
or  whether  he  filled  an  inferior  station.  What- 
ever his  station  might  be,  he  who  conducted  him*- 
self  well  in  the  service  of  his  country,  was  enti- 
tled to  her  thanks.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  next 
examine  the  advantages  which  the  services  of  Mr. 
Eaton  had  gained  to  his  country,  and  see  whether 
they  were  equal  to  those  which  we  had  derived  from 
the  services  of  other  great  men.  From  his  impres- 
sion, he  thought  they  had  been  highly  advantage- 
ous, &nd  equally  so  with  those  rendered  by  Com- 
modore Preble,  and  his  brave  associates,  whose 
conduct  he  highly  approved.  He  believed  that 
the  expedition  of  Mr.  Katon  had  greatly  contrib- 
uted to  a  peace ;  and  if  this  were  so.  he  did  not 
know  a  more  essential  service  he  coufd  have  ren- 
dered. For  these  reasons  he  was  in  favor  of  award- 
ing a  medal  in  preference  to  a  sword. 

Mr.  £luiNCT  noped  the  House  would  bestow  a 
medal  instead  of  a  sword.  He  would  say  that, 
on  such  an  occasion,  a  medal  was  more  proper 
than  a  sword.  When  the  resolution  was  offered, 
he  had  a  solid  objection  to  it,  which  had,  in  some 
measure,  been  removed  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. A  sword  was  not  an  appropriate  reward 
for  the  service  rendered  on  this  occasion.  It  was 
a  reward  for  valor,  and  mere  valor.  In  this  case 
he  considered  the  valor  displayed  as  a  very  small 
part  of  the  distinction  of  Mr.  Eaton.  He  wished 
that  the  motion  had  been  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, that  not  only  the  nature  of  the  compliment, 
but  likewise  the  form  of  the  expression,  miffht 
have  been  better  adapted  to  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  character  of  the  service  rendered.  He  did 
Bot  think  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion were  those  which  were  the  most  appropriate. 
He  did  not  consider  the  leading  a  small  band 
through  the  desert  of  Lybia,  the  defeating  the  Tri- 
politan  army  at  Derne,  the  contributing  to  a  peace, 
and  the  liberation  of  our  countrymen,  as  charac- 
teristic, of  the  services  renderea.  The  peculiar 
character  of  those  services  was  this:  that  Mr* 
Eaton,  being  a  private  citizen,  and  called  upon 
by  no  official  station  or  duty,  had  the  greatpess  of 
mind  to  plan  a  scheme  by  which  the  dethrone- 
ment of  an  usurper^  the  restoration  of  the  lawful 
heir,  and  the  release  of  ou  rcaptive  countrymen, 
were  to  have  been  effected.  A  conception  of  this 
kind  belonged  only  to  great  and  superior  minds; 
and  what  was  sufficient  to  fill  the  minds  of  most 
men,  the  machinery  for  effecting  this  plan,  was 
to  him  but  of  a  secondary  nature.  He  believed 
it  would  be  for  the  reputation  of  the  United  States 
to  give  some  select  and  appropriate  reward,  such 
as  a  man  like  Eaton  ought  to  receive,  and  such 
as  it  would  be  to  the  honor  of  our  country  to 
give. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Biuwell's 
amendment,  which  was  carried  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  he  entertained  a  high  sense 
of  the  extraordinary  merit  of  the  officer  who  was 
the  object  of  the  resolution  under  considecation, 


and  was  of  opraion  that  the  House  should  express 
their  highest  sentiment  of  approbation.  To  do 
this,  he  thought  the  phraseology  of  the  resolotlon 
ougnt  to  be  changed  in  conformity  to  the  ideas  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  would, 
therefore,  with  this  view,  move  that  the  Commit- 
tee sboold  rise,  with  the  intention  of  moving  in 
the  House  the  reference  of  the  resolution  to  a  se- 
lect committee  for  such  alteration. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  rising  of  the 
Committee — yeas  52,  nays  5i. 

Mr.  duiNCY  suggested  the  propriety  of  substi- 
tuting Barca  in  the  xoom  of  Lybia,  as  the  latter 
wa6«n  antiquated  word,  not  to  be  found  in  mod- 
ern maps.  -^ 

M  r.  B  iDWBLL  observed,  that  he  was  not  tenacious 
of  the  particular  form  of  the  expression,  if  that 
suggested  by  his  colleague  was  deemed  most  cor- 
rect, he  had  no  objection  to  it.  He  would,  how- 
ever, remark  that  the  word  Lybia  was  taken  from 
an  expression  used  by  Mr.  Katon  in  one  of  his 
letters.  It  was  certainly  a  word  used  in  modem 
times,  although  it  might  not  be  in  general  use. 

As  to  the  general  question,  Mr.  B.  hoped  that, 
as  some  gentlemen  thought  the  resolution  went 
too  far,  while  others  thought  it  did  not  go  far 
enough^  and,  as  the  ^nerai  sentiment  was,  that 
something  oug^ht  to  be  done  by  the  House,  it 
would  be  considered  that  a  middle  course  between 
the  two  extremes  was  the  fittest,  and  that  there 
would  be  sufficient  magnanimity  to  give  a  unani- 
mous vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  For  him- 
self he  was  willing  to  have  it  varied  so  as  to  make 
it  conform  to  the  general  sense  of  the  Committee^ 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  unanimity. 

Mr.  Q,utNCT  said  he  was  not  particularly  tena- 
clous  of  the  form  of  expression  used.  He  bad 
only  risen  to  state  his  knowledge  as  fares  it  went 
Lybia  was  a  word  in  use  among  clas^cal  men, 
a^ong  poetS|  but  not  among  men  of  business. 

The  question  was  put  on  substituting  Barca  ia 
the  room  of  Lybia,  and  passed  in  the  negative  by 
a eonsiderable majority.  The  resolution,aa amend- 
ed, was  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the 
House,  who  immediately  took  it  into  consideration. 

The  amendment  for  substituting  "  a  gold  medal 
with  proper  devices,"  in  the  room  of  ^  a  sword,'' 
being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said)  as  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  had  reported  tneir  agreement  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  as  a  desire  had  been  expressed  that 
there  might  be  an  unanimous  vote  on  the  occa- 
sion, he  wished  more  information  on  the  subject 
than  he  ])ossessed  before  he  could  act  upon  it. 
After  having  obtained  this  he  might  very  proba- 
bly vote  for  the  amendment.  He,  therefore,  mov- 
ed a  reference  of  the  resolution  to  a  select  coo^ 
mittee,  who  might  obtain  the  information  requir* 
ed  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Jackson  observed,  that  the  names  of  other 

Sentlemen,  who  were  before  the  walls  of  Derne, 
ad  been  announced  in  the  newspapers,  as  bavmg 
assisted  in  the  achievements  that  were  the  object 
of  the  resolution  under  consideration.  It  was  not 
improper  to  inquire  whether  they  ought  to  be 
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Mciated  in  the  honors  awarded  by  Congress.  To 
insure,  therefore,  unanimity,  and  bestow  poper 
praise,  he  hoped  the  course  pointed  out  by  the 
geotJeman  from  Pennsylvania  would  be  pursued. 
The  motion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  select 
eommittee  was  carried — yeas  69;  and  Messrs. 
fiinwBLL,  J.  Clat,  Thomfsoh,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, .MAaTBRS,  Gray,  Archer,  and  Casbt,  were 
appointed  a  committee. 


Friday,  Deoember  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Delawarei 
James  M.  Broom,  and  from  Kentucky,  Johr 
Fowler,  appear^,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  ifaeir  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grams 
of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  eooHnitted  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  estimates  of  appropriation  necessary 
for  the  serrice  of  the  year  1806;  also,  a  statement 
of  the  receipts,  and  expenditures  at  the  Treasury  of 
the. United  States,  for  one  year  preceding  the  first 
day  of  October,  1805,  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Message  of  the 
President  relatiye  to  the  bWgantine  Henrick,  to^ 
gether  with  the  repoft  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
thereon,  made  at  a  former  session,  were  referred 
to  the -Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

The  House*  went  into  an  election  for  a  Chap- 
lain io  the  room  of  Mr:  Olbndy. 

Messrs.  Chalmers,  Laurie,  and  Rattoon,  were, 
nominated. 

The  ballots  haying  been  taken,  the  Speaker 
declared  Mr.  LfAURM^leeted,  he  baring  62  votea. 

THSOBORICK  ARMI8TEAD. 

Mr.  Crownimbhiblo,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ooounerce  and  Manufactures,'  to  whom  was  yes- 
terday referred  the  petition  relative  to  a  vessel  at 
Norfolk,  reported  a  kill  for  the  relief  of  Theodo- 
rick  Armistead,  which  waa  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  authorizes  the  Collector  at  Norfolk  to 
idmit  IO  eotrv  1200  demijohns  of  brandy  im- 
ported by  T.  Armistead,  in  the  brig  Gkorge,  from 
the  island  of  Tenerifie. 

The  Rouse  went  immediately  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwtom  AiUy  explained  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  and  called  tojr  the  read- 
ing of  the  documents  relative  to  it;  from  which 
it  appeared  that  some  time  since  the  owner  of  the 
brig  Qeorge  hired  her  to  go  to  Tenerifie,  where 
be  took  a  cargo  for  the  Havana;  hearing  subse- 
quently of  the  late  British  orders,  he  thought  it 
frudeot  to  retorn  to  Norfolk,  where  he  now  lies; 
rat  owing  to  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 


States  he  is  prohibited  from  entering  brandy  in 
quantities  as  scaallas  those  contained  in  the  demi- 
johns.    He,  therefore,  asks  permission   to  land 
these  articles  on  paying  the  usual  duties. 

Mr.  Macon  (the  Speaker)  expressed .  his  opin* 
ion  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  course  pursued  on 
this  occasion,  on  which  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  the  House,  had  reported  a  bill  with- 
out assigning  their  reasons  in  an  accompanying 
report.  He  wi>hed  that  such  a  report  might  be 
made,  and  that  it  might  stand  as  a  precedent,  in 
case  other  applications  should  be  made,  to  show 
the  peculiar  grounds  on  which  the  House  acted. 
It  was  further  bis  wish  that  there  had  been  a  bill 
embracing  the  general  principle  involved  in  thla 
case,  in  preference  to  one  making  a  special  pro- 
vision. That  a  detailed  report  might  be  made, 
he  moved  that  tlie  Committee  should  rise,  in  order 
to  make  way  for  a  motion  to  recotnmit  the  bill 
to  the  Coromit-tee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaeturea. 
.  Mr.  Newton  opposed  this  motion.  He  repre* 
sented  the  case  as  extremely  hard ;  that  the  faeta 
were  all  before  the  House  and  were  indispatabie; 
that  the  vessel  had  been  detained  since  October  $ 
that  nothing  was  asked  but  what  was  perfectly 
fair;  that  the  necessity  of  making  the  reqaeit 
arose  from  orders  recently  issued  by  a  King  who  | 
though  he  could  do  no  wrong  to  bis  own  stiojeetS| 
practised  great  injuries  on  American  eilizena. 
With  regard  to  the  general  principle,  a  diversity 
of  opinion,  he  saidi  existed  in  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and  to  wait  until 
this  should  be  decided  might  involve  great  and 
injurious  delay.  As  to  one  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  Speaker,  it  would  be  easily  obviated 
by  th«  documenu  then  in  the  possession  of  the 
House,  remaining  on  file,  which  would  clearlv 
discriminate  this  case  from  all  others  which 
might  hereafter  come  befow  them. 

Mr.  J.  CuiY  allowed  that  this  was  a  hard  caae^ 
but  doubted  much  whether  it  was  sound  policy  in 
the  Oevemment  to  recognise  a  high  insurance^ 
which  waa  demanded  in  this  instance  on  the  ex- 
portation of  the  brandies;  aa  sufficient  ground  for 
allowing  them  to  be  landed,  in  contravention  of  a 
principle  of  the  revenue  system.  He  remarked 
that  this  case  did  not  arise  from  any  fault  of  the 
American  Government,  but  from. the  aggresaiona 
committed  on  our  rights  by  a  Government  who 
made  their  own  interests  the  rule  of  their  con- 
duct' towards  other  nations.  He  concluded  by 
concurring  with  the  Speaker  in  the  course  re* 
commended  by  him. 

Mr.  Cri^wninshield  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  rise.  The  prayer  of  the  petitioner  waa 
very  reasonable.  All  he  asked  was  to  land  hia 
goods  on  pikying  the  iesal  duties  on  4henu  He 
passed  over  the  ground  ttOcen  by  Mr.  Newton,  and 
added  that  if  the  owner  of  the  goods  were  drivett| 
by  a  denial  of  the  indulgence  he  asked,  to  export 
his  goods,  they  miffht  be  seized  under  the  plun- 
dering order  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  both 
goods  and  duties  be  lost. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  in  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaeturea  he  had  been  in  iavor  of 
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reporting  a  bill  for  makiog  a  general  provision ; 
bui  that  having  been  overruled  in  thin  point,  ihe 
members  of  the  committee  not  having  made  op 
their  minds  on  its  propriety,  it  became  his  duty 
to  make  a  special  report,  in  which  be  heartily 
concurred.  He  could  not  conceive  why  the  entry 
of  brandy  and  several  other  articles  should  be  re- 
fused, unless  imported  in  vessels  of  a  particular 
size,  while  other  articles  of  greater  valne  in  pro- 
portion to  their  bulk  were  admitted  without  re- 
striction. 

Ori  the  rising  of  the  committee  a  divisioD  took 
place — yeas  56,  nays  47. 

The  Commiitee  rose,  reported  that  they  had 
made  proirress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Lf*ave  being  denied,  on  the  motion  of  .Mr.  J. 
Clay  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 


Monday,  December  16. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  South  Car- 
olina, O'Bribn  tSHiTH,  and  from  New  York, 
OsoROB  Clinton,  junior,  appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  werequalined  aod  took  their  seats 
in  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  act  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
tureof  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  four,  entitled  '*An  aoi  to  authorize  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston,  with  the  consent  of  Con* 
gress,  10  imp<ise  and  levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  vesseU,  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tioned," presented  to  this  House  on  the  eighth  of 
February  last,  with  the  documents  accompanying 
Che  same,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Marion,  Mr.  Tracy. 
Mr.  Smit»,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Broom,  and  Mr. 
Cook  ;  td  examine  and  report  their  opinion  there* 
Upon  to  the  House. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Beaoloed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far  amending 
theractj  entitled  ^*An  acl  to  provide  for  miiigatinff 
or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  di^abif 
ities,  aecrued  in  certain  cales  therein  mentioned,'' 
Bs  to  extend  the  powers  veated  in  the  District 
Judgcw  of  the  United  States  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  several  States ;  aod  that 
the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  report  there- 
on by  bill|  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Saillt,  Mr.  PiTCHt,  Mr. 
Baro  Mr.  Morrow  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Fow- 
LBR,  be  ap|X)inted  a  commiitee  pursuant  to  the 
asid  resolution. 

Mr.  CRoWNiNSHtBLD.  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Maoutaetures,  to  whom  was  re- 
eommitted,  on  ^the  thirteenth  instant,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Theodorick  Armistead,  taade  a  re> 
port  thereon :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Ttiat  the  said  report,  toother  with 
the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vabnum,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Wiiole  on  th<  Standing 
Kules  of  the  House. 


Mr.  Alston  moved  to  suike  oat  the  fuUuwiag 
words  in  one  of  the  rules : 

**  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Aooouots 
to  audit  the  acoonnts  of  the  members  for  their  travel 
to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government,  and  their  attend* 
ance  in  the  House." 

This  amendmeat  was  lopperted  bf  Memsn. 
Alston  aod  Dawboii,  under  the  iinprassion  that 
this  new  mode  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
members  would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  if  not 
impracticable. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  Clat,  Findlbt, 
Varnvm,  Elmbr,  and  Bidwbll,  who  stated  that, 
under  the  former  practice  of  the  House,  which 
devolved  the  duty  on  the  Speaker  and  Sergeaat- 
ai-Arms,  errors  had  been  eommitted ;  that  these 
would  in  future  be  -best  avoided  by  a  ataading 
commiMee;  that  this  would  relieve  the  Speaker 
and  Sergeant-at*Arms  from  a  burden  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  when  other  presing  busioess  ne- 
cessarily engaged  their  attention,  and  would  guard 
the  reputations  of  members  from  inaittiwaoBa  to 
their  discredit. 

During  the  diaeussioQ,  the  SpbabbB)  without 
expressing  any  opinion  on  the  prospect  of  the 
amendment,  made  a  minute  statement  of  the  prac- 
tice which  had  heretofore  prevailed  on  this  poiat, 
in  which  he  observed  that  but  one  instance  with- 
in his  knowledge  had  occurred  since  he  had  filled 
the  Chair,  of  a  member  who  had  received  a 
greater  compensation  for  his  attendance  than  he 
was  entitled  to ;  and  that  this  circumttanee  must 
have  arisen  from  accident,  as  it  involved  his  re- 
ceiving pay  for  one  day  more  than  the  leo^  of 
the  ses«»ion — an  error  which  was  immediately' 
after  the  hurry  of  businesa  detected.  He  further 
suted,  that  With  respect  to  the  mileage  acconat, 
that  was  entirely  made  out  in  couforoiity  to  the 
representation  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Alston's  amendment  waa  diaagrced  to^ 
yeas  33. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  in 
itaUc  in  the  folio  wing  rule : 

**  When  a  qneetion  is  nnder  debate,  no  moCioB  shall 
be  reoeived,  unless  for  the  previous  question,  la  jmm<- 
pene  U  ttw^nttely,  to  postpione  it  to  a  day  oertain,  la 
lie  on  the  table,  to  eoauait  it,  to  amend  it,  or  to  ad- 
Joam.'* 

Mr.  Nicholson  supported  and'  Mr.  Vabiiiiii 
opposed  this  motion,  which  was  disagreed  tch- 
yea-H  44,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  an  amendment,  prescribing 
that  if  the  previoa^i  question  shall  be  decided  in 
the  negative,  **the  consideration  of  the  main 
question  shall  not  be  resumed  during  the  aame 
session." 

Messrs.  Smilib,  Findlbt,  and  J.  Clat.  apoke  in 
favor  of,  and  Me^8rs.  Varndm  and  Auinct  against, 
the  amendment,  wnich  wai  disagreed  to— cyesS^L 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  follow* 
ing  new  rule  was  adopted — yeas  32: 

**  When  a  question  is  postponed  indefioitelv,  the  same 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  during  the  session.*^ 

Mr.  SmuB  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  in 
italic  iu  tite  lollowiog  rule :  *^  Oa  a  pieviuua  qucs* 
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lion,  fio  member  skattepeak  more  than  once  wlh- 
out  leavey"  and  insert  ia  lieu  thereof  ^*  there  nhail 
be  no  dehafe.'' 

Messrs.  Smilib  and  Nicholson  advocated,  aod 
HeiMrK.  Bi DWELL,  G.  W.  Campbell,  aqd  Var- 
KDM,  oppo<ied  this  motioa,  which  was  disagreed 
U) — yea!«  35w 

Mr*  FiNOLCY  aaggeated  the  propriety  of  iosti- 
totioi;  a  peraiaiieot  comiDiitce,  lo  he  charged 
wi(h  whaterer  renpeets  the  landti  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and^  moved  a  role  for  the  appointraeat  of 
a  Stan  ioflr  eomroiuee  of  seven'  members^  to  be 
stfled  '*A  Committee  respecting  the  Lands  of 
the  United  States;"  which  motion  was  agreed 
to— veas  59,  najrs  31. 

The  Committee  th(>n  rose,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  the  House  granted. 

ToBBDAT,  December  17. 

Two  other  memliers,  to  wit:  from  Virginia, 
Mattbbw  Clat.  and  from  Ki*ntu<^ky,  Mattbbw 
Walton;  appeared,  produc^dtheir  credentials,  and 
touk  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Ten N  BY  made  a  report  in  the  name  oflhe 
Committee  of  Revtjial  and  Unfinished  Business. 

Mr.  Grbqq  withdraw  a  motion,  made  by  him 
tfpw  days  since,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
pobltc  lands  recently  acquired  from  tne  Indians, 
under  the  impression  that  the  subject  would  of 
course  go  to  the  staniing  land  committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Greoo  a  standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Stanton  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Coaimittee  of  Reviaal  and  Un- 
finiihed  Business  he  instrueted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedieoey  of  Miapending«  for  a  United  time,  so  much  of 
sn  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  puiposes, 
ss  18  contained  in  the  second  section  thereof  witn  aur 
thoriiy  to  report  bj  hill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Alston  observing,  that  this  anbjeet  was 

under  the  cooaideration  of  the  Committee  of  Re- 

visa!  and  Unfinished 'Business,  who  would  proba- 

'  biy  ROun  make  a  report  upon  it,  the  resolution  was 

disagreed  to — yeas  29. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SaffTB',  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Blade  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  crew  of  the 
laie  fngate  Philadelphia,  oofavorable  to  the  peti 
tiooers,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

THBOBORICK  ABMJSTZAD. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Artnistead;  oo  which  a  debate  of  ahout  one  hour's 
duration  ensued. 

The  b  II  was  supported  bf  Messrs.  CnowNtN- 
iibicld,  Smilib,  Newton,  Albton.  and  Mc- 
Crebry;  aud  opposed,  by  Messrs.  J.'  C.  Smith 
tod  Macon 

The  opposition  was  sustained  on  the  alleged 
invariable  practice  of  the  H^ju^e.  to  establish  gene- 
Ttl  principles,  instead  of  providing  for  special 
ca<es.  As  a  general  principle,  which  would  em* 
brace  ihi«  case,  was  pending  before  the  Cummit- 
l«e  of  Commerce  and  Mauufactures.  it  was  con- 
teaded  to  be  the  most  proper  unwait  uaiil  a  d«« 


cision  should  be  made  oo  this  principle,  by  which 
provision  would  be  opened  for  all  similar  casea, 
by  taking  off  the  existing  restriction  on  the  im- 
portation of  spirits  which  precluded  their  admis- 
sion in  smaller  vcKsels  than  of  ninety  gallons. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  declared  tne  case  to  be 
an  extremely  hard  one,  and  explained  the  peculiar 
circumstances  attending  it  as  we  have  already 
staled  them  on  a  former  day.  They  represented 
that  delay  in  this  case  would  be  equal  to. a  denial 
of  ins  lice,  and  would,  by  the  accruing  expeoites 
of  demoriage,  which  tell  on  the  petitioner,  eat  up 
the  value  of  his  brandies;  that  the  general  pro* 
vision  alluded  to  would  probably  excite  much 
diversity  of  seflitinMac,  and  might,  after  considera- 
ble delay,  be  rejected. 

In  theoourse  of  the  debate  Mn  Cbowninbhiblo. 
alluding  to  the  reeent  British  orders,  spoke  or 
them  '*aa  novel  and  strange  principles  acted  on 
by  their  courts;"  and  Mr.  NfinfroN  represented 
them  as  "piratical  orders  issued  by  the  King  aud 
Council  of  Great  Britain;'*  remarking  that  he 
could  call  them  by  no  other  name. 

After  adopting  tui  amendment  for  securing  the 
payment  of  the  duties,  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Clay, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  Xhe  bill — nsys  27;  ru^te 
and  reported  it  to  the  House,  who  ordered  it  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

RULES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  staodtne  rules  of  the  Houae. 

After  making  a  slight  amendment  in  one  of  the 
rules,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree* 
ment  to  the  roles,  with  certain  Hmendments. 

The  House  immediately  took  up  the  report. 

On  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  FindlbY| 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee respt'Ctmg  the  Jands  of  the  United  States, 
a  debate  of  some  length  ensued,  in  which  the 
amendment'  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Orbqo, 
N1CBOL8ON,  and  Smilib  j  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Bedinqeb. 

Mr.  Bbdinobb  suggested  his  fears,  lest  a  stahd- 
iog  committee,  vested  with  the  entire  business 
connected  wit^  the  public  lands,  should  gain  sueh 
an.  ascendency,  over  the  sentiihenta  and  decisiona 
of  the  Hovse,  by  the  confidence  reposed  in  tbeai, 
as  to  impair  the  salutary  vigilance  with  which  it 
became  every  metaiher  to  attend  10  so  iatewatiDg 
a  subject. 

On  the  other  hand  It  was  oontended  that  the 
business  of  the  House  would,  on  this  point,  be 
grea*ly  facilifated  by  the  institution  of  a  standing 
committee,  whose  decisions  would  Ije  uniform, 
who  would  from  a  long  experience  become  mote 
enliffhtened  than  a  select  committee,  and  who 
would  be  enabled  to  despatch  the  business  confided 
to  them  with  greater  celerity. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas  87. 

The  remaining  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Early  renewed  the  amendment,  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  SMtLis,to  preclude  all  debate  oa 
tbe^ previous  question ;  whica,  after  a  few  rem^rka 
from  Mea«ca.  EarlYi  Smoib,  and  VabkdMi  waa 
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agreed  to — yeaa'69;  when  Che  House  eoocoited 
jD  the  whole xeport  as  amended.   It  was  as  follows: 

Roles  and  Orders  for  conducting  business  in  the  House 

of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  United  SUtes. 

First — Touching  the  -duty  of  the  Speaker, 

He  shall  take  the  chair,  erery  day,  precisely  at  the 

hour  to  which  the  House  shall  ha^e  adjourned  on  the 

preceding  day;  shall  immediately  call  the  members  to 

order,  and,  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  cause 

the  Journal  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read. 

He  shall  preserre  decorum  and  order,  in  preference 
to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that  purpose, 
and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  ap- 
peal to  the  House  fay  any  two  members. 

He  shall  rise  to  put  a  question,  but  may  state  it 
sitting. 

Questions  shall  be  diatinetly  put  in  this  form,  to  wit 
**As  many  as  are  of  opinion  that  (as  the  question  may  | 
be)  say  Aye,*'  and,  after  the  affiimatiTe  voice  u  ex- 
Dressed,  *'  as  many  as  are  of  a  contrary  opinion,  say  Nq." 
If  the  Speaker  doubts,  or  a  division  be  called  for,  die 
House  shall  divide;  those  in  the  affirmative  of  the  ques- 
tion shall  first  rise  from  their  seats,  and  afterwards 
those  in  the  negative.  If  the  Speaker  still  doubts,  or  a 
count  be  required,  the  Speaker  shall  name  two  miem- 
bers,  one  fit>m  each  side,  t^  teli  the  members  in  the  af- 
firmative, which  being  reported,  he  shall  then  name 
two  others,  one  from  each  side,  to  tell  those  in  the 
negative;  which  being  also  reported,  he  shall  rise,  and 
state  the  decision  to  the  House. 

AU  committees  shsll  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
mless  otherwise  specially  directed  by  the  House,  in 
which  case  they  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot;  and  if, 
upon  such  ballot,  the  number  required  d^ail  not  be 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  giVen,  the  House 
shall  proceed  to  a  second  ballot,  in  which  a  pluralitv  of 
TOtes  shall  prevail;  and,  in  case  a  greater  number  than 
Is  required  to  compose  or  complete  the  committee  shall 
have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  House  shall  pro- 
ceed to  a  frirther  ballot  or  ballots. 

In  all  other  cases  of  ballot,  than  for  committees,  a 
minority  of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to  an 
election ;  and  when  there  shall  not  be  such  majority  on 
the  first  ballot,  the  ballot  shall  be  repeated  until  a  ma- 
jority be  obtained. 

In  all  cases  of  ballot  by  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall 
^ote;  in  other  eases  he  shall  not  vote,  unless  the  House 
be  equally  divided,  ar  unless  his  vote,  if  given  to  the 
minority,  will  make  the  division  equal,  and  in  case  of 
Buch  equal  division,  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

In  all  cases^where  «ther  than  members  of  the  HouSe 
may 'be  eligible  to  any  office,  by  the  election  of  Uie 
House,  there  shall  be  a  previous  nomination. 

All  acts,  addresses,  and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker;  and  all  writs,  warrants^  or  sub- 
Mnas,  Usued  by  order  of  the  House,  .riiall  be  under 
bis  hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk. 

In  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in 
the  galleries  or  lobliy,  the  Speaker  (or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House)  shall  have  power  to 
order  the  same  to  be  cleared. 

No  person  shall  be  admitted  within  the  lobby  or 
lower  gallery  but  members  of  the  Senate,  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  foreign  ministers,  and  such  as 
are  introduced  by  the  Speaker,  or  some  other  member 
of  the  House. 

Stenographers  shall  be  adnutted,  and  the  Speaker 
shall  assign  such  places  to  them  on  the  floor  as  diall 
Ml  iatefftie  with  the  caasaniance  of  the  House. 


Seeondly. — Of  Ikiemum  and  Debaie^ 

When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  House,  lie  shall  rise  from  his 
seat,  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  Mr.  Speaker. 

If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  transgress 
the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  mem- 
ber may,  call  to  order ;  in  which  ease,  the  member  so 
called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless  per- 
mitted to  explain,  and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed  to^ 
decide  on  the  case,  but  without  debate.  If  there  be  no 
appeal,  the  decisiott  of  the  Chair,  shall  be  subnutled  to. 
If  the  decision  be  in  fovor  of  the  member  called  lo  eider, 
he  shall  be  at  Uberty  to  proceed ;  if  otherwise,  and  the 
case  require  it,  he  shal)  be  liable  to  the  cenauie  of  Um 
House. 

When  two  or  more  members  happen  to  rise  at  once, 
the  Speaker  shall  name  the  member  who  is  first  to 
speak. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  tiian  twice  on  tfie  ssma 
question,  without  leave  of  the  House,  nor  more  than 
once,  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  ahall  have 
spoken. 

Whilst  the  Speaker  is  putting  any  qaeetion,  or  sd* 
dressing  the  House,  none  shall  walk  out  of^  or  aoross  the 
House ;  nor,  in  such  case,  or  when  a  member  is  speaking, 
shall  entertain  private  discourse ;  nor,  whilst  a  member 
is  speaking,  shall  pass  between  him  and  the  Chair. 

No  member  shali  vq^  on  any  question,  in  the  event 
of  which  he  is  immediately  and  particulariy  interested; 
or,  in  any  case,  where  he  was  not  present  when  the 
question  was  put. 

Upon  a  division  and  count  of  the  House  on  any  ques- 
tion, no  member  vrithout  the  bar  shall  be  counted. 

Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House  when  a 
question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  House, 
for  special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him. 

When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shsll  be 
stated  by  the  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  shall  be 
handed  to  the  Chair,  and  read  aloud  by  the  Cleik  be- 
fore debated. 

Every  motion  shall  be  teduoed  to  writing,  if  the 
Speaker  or  any  member  desire  it.  •    • 

.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  by 
the  Clerk,  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  poeseeaion  of 
the  House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  tiaie  before  a 
decision  or  amendment 

When  a  questfon  is  under  debate,  na  motioo  ahaUbe 
received,  unless  for  the  previous  question,,  to  poetpoaa 
it  indefinitely,  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certain,  to  lie  oa 
the  table,  to  commit  it,  lo  amend  it,  oc  to  adjoom. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in.  order,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. , 

The  previous  question  shall  be  in  thir  form :  '^  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put  1"  It  shall  only  be  ad- 
mitted when  demanded  by  five  members;  end,  until  it 
is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  further 
debate  of  the  main  question. 

On  a  previous  question  there  shall  be  no  debate. 

When  a  question  is  postponed  indefinitely,  the  same 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  again  during  the  session. 

Any  member  may  call  for  the  division  of  a  question* 
where  the  sense  will  admit  of  it. 

A  motion  for  commitment,  until  it  is  decided,  shall 
preclude  all  amendment  of  the  main  question. 

Motions  and  reports  may  be  committed  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  House. 

No  new  motion  or  propositien  shall  be  admitted  under 
color  of  amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  or 
pispOBitiaB  under  d^Mta. 
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Wbm  a  nMtM  htm  bqen  4aMt»  made  nod  earriMl  in 
the  iffiisidttve  or  negative,  \%  ibill  be  in  oidor  for  ^ny 
oi^mfaer  of  the  mi^fHy  to  move  lor  tiM  recoMderation 
thereof  "  • 

When  the  leading  of  a  paper  is  eatled  for,  and  tiie 
•ame  ie  objected  to  hy  any  memder,  it  ihali  be  deter- 
Biaed  by  a  vote  of  tbe  Boose. 

The  unfinished  business  in  whicli  the  Bouse  waa  sn- 
giged  at  Ike  last  pianediAg  adyoaramenty  shall  have 
the  prafisrence  in  the  e»deia  of  the  day  ;  and  no  motion 
oo  snj  other  bushHesa  shell  be  racetved,  witbo«l*q»eeial 
leave  of  the  House^  imtit  the  Ibmier  is  disposed  o£ 

If  a  qnesfcion  depending  he  iost  by  ad^oanunent  of 
dte  Hoass,  and  wvived  on  tiieeacQeedingd^^  pa  roeo^ 
bar,  who  shall  have  spofctn  tarioe  on  the  prenadang  day, 
•hall  be  permitted  agahx  to  speak  wilboat  leav^ 

Svery  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  onncn^ 
lenee  of  the  Senate  shall  be  necessary r  shall  be  read 
to  the  Boose,  and  laid  on  the  taUe,  oaa  day  preoedmg 
Ihatin  which  the  eame  shallte  moved,  unless  the  Bouse 
shall  otherwise  expressly  allow.. 

PetitioQs,  meBMrials,  and  other  papeia,  addressed  to 
the  House,  shall  be  presented  by  the  Bpeeker*  or  by  a 
member  in  his  place ;  a  brief  statement  of  Uie  contents 
thereof  shall  veihally  he  msde  by  the  iotreduiier,  atfd 
shall  not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day  of  their  being 
first  readi  unless  when  the  Boose  sbaH  dhrect  other- 
wise; tet  aball  lie  on  the  tahie,.to  be  taken  op  in  the 
fider  they  were  reed. 

Any  fifteen  memhcia  (inoloding  the  Speafcer^if  there 
beone«)  shall  be  aathoiind  to^oKxmpel.tbe  attendanoe 
of  absent  merabers. 

Upon  oalla  ef  the  Booae,  or  in  taking  the  yaee  and 
iMya on  aoj  foeetion,  the  namte  9$  thn miemhaiashaU 
be  called  alphabetically. 

Any  member  may  excuse  bimsrif  from  serving  on  any 
committee  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  if  he  is  then 
a  member  of  two  other  committees. 

No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of 
&e  House,  unless  he  have  leave,  or  lie  sick  and  unable 
to  attend. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of -Ae  members 
At\\  be  called  over  by  the  Qlerk,  and  the  absentees 
noted;  after  which  the  names' of  the  absentees  sbaH 
sgain  be  called  over,  the  dojTtf  shall  then  be  shut,  snd 
those  for  whom  no  excuse,  or  insufficient  excuses  are 
made,  may,  by  order  of  the  House,  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody as  they  appear,  or  may  be  sent  for  and  taken  into 
custody,  wherever  to  be  fotund,  by  epedal  messengers, 
to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

When  a  member  shalf  be  diseharged  iirom  custody, 
and  admitted  to  his  seat,  the  House  shall  detemMue 
Whether  sudi  diecharge  ehall  be  with,  or  without  paying 
fees ;  and,  in  like  manner,  whe^er  a  delinquent  mem- 
ber, taken  into  custody  by  a  special  messenger,  shall,  or 
Aall  not,  be  liable  to  (le^ay  the  expenses  of  such  special 
messenger. 

A  8ergeant-at-Arms  shall  be  apppinted  to  hold)  hiB 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  whose  duty  h 
ihaU  be  to  attend  the  House  during  its  sitting ;  to  ex- 
ecute the  commands  of  the  House,  from  time  to  time ; 
together  With  all  such  process  issued  by  authority  there- 
of, as  shall  be  directed  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

The  foes  of  the  8ergeant-at-Arms  shall  be,  for  every 
arrest,  the  sum  of  two  dollars ;  for  each  day's  custody 
and  releaaement,  one  dollar ;  and  for  travelling  expenses 
of  himself^  or  a  special  messenger,  going  and  returning, 
ODe  tenth  of  a  dollar  per  mile. 

Seven  standing  committees  shall  be  appointed  at  th^ 
eommencenient  «f  each  session,  via ; 

9ih  Com. — 10 


A  Committee  of  Blectione.  a  Coannittee  ef  Claini% 
a  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaotiires,  a  Conk* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Mesne,  a  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands — to  consist  of  seven  members  esch. 

A  Committee  of  Revioel  and  Unfinished  Businees,«nd 
a  Committee  of  Acoounta— 4o  consist  of  three  men^ 
hers  each. 

It  ahall  be  the  duly  of  Uie  Committee  of  Elections  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election,  or 
other  eredentials,  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in 
this  Honse,  and  to  take  into  their  eoosideration  alUuc^ 
pel&tiooet  and  other  mattem  touehing  elections  and  ne- 
tnms,  as  ahajl,  or  may  he,  preeentedt  er  ocime  in  ^uea^ 
tion,  and  be  refrnred  to  thein  b|y  the  House* 

It  ehall  be  the  doty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Cfadnif 
to  take  into  oonsiderstiott  allMrach  petitions  andmatteio 
or  things  touching  elaima  and  demamis  on  the  United 
Scatee,  ^s  ahsdl  bs  priaeated,  or  ehall  er  may  eeme  in 
questioo,  andhe fefened  to  them  by  the  Jieueorand la 
report  their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  anch  ^ r<>> 
positions  for  veliel  tberaitt,  as  to  them  ahatt  leem  e» 
pedient. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  petitions  and  matters  or  things  touching  the  comr 
merce  and  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  as  shall 
be  preRented,  or  shall  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be 
referred  to  tbem  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  from  tinte 
to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

It  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Waye 
and  Meaos  to  take  intooonsideratiou  all  such  lepoita  ef 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  all  such  proposihoQs  rel* 
ative  to  the  revenue,  as  may  bereforred  to  them  hy  the 
House ;  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  public  debt;  of 
the  revenue  and  of  the  expenditures;  and  torejiorty 
from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon ;  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  several  public  departments^  and  pax* 
ticularl^  intothe  laws  making  apprppdations  of  moneys^ 
and  to  report  whether  the  moneys  have  been  ^abursed 
conformably  with  such  law ;  and  also  to  report,  fnm 
time  to  time,  such  provisions  4uid  arraugementa  as  may 
be  neceesary  to  add  to  the  economy  «f  the  dcpartmenti^ 
and  the  aeoountahility  of  their  officers. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  ef  t^  eeid  ComtoiMee  on  Hhm 
Ptthiio  Landateitake  into  eonsidemtion  aftench  pet>> 
tionst  and  mattess  or  things,  leepeetbig  the  hmdaef  4lie 
United  dtatea,  as  shall  he  ptesented,  or  shall  or  nay  oonad 
in  queatioQ,  end  be  lefoered  to  them  by  the  Hoiiee;aad 
to  report  their  opinion  theieapen,  together  with  ineh 
pMpoeitione  for  reUitf  thesein^ae  to:themahail  seem<e» 
pedient. 

It  shall  he  the  dnty  of  the  said  Gorooiittee  <af  Revi. 
sal  and  Unfinished  Businees  to.ejiamhie.and  lepoit 
what  lawe  have  expised,  or  are  near  expiringt  utd  re* 
quire  to  be  relived,  or  frirther  eonttnoed ;  alas*  to  e^ 
amine  and  report,  from  the  Journal  of  the  last  seesion, 
all  such  matters  as  were  then  depending  and  undeter^ 
mined. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts to  superintend  and  control  the  expenditure  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  audit  and  settle  all  accounts  which  may  be 
charged  thereon ;  and,  also,  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  members  for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  their  attendance  in  the  House. 

No  committee  shall  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the 
House,  without  special  leave. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  shell  take  an  oath  for  the 
true  and  foithful  discharge  rf  the  duties  of  his  offiee  to 
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tiie  best  of  faifl  knowledge  end  ebilitiee,  end  shell  be 
deemed  to  continue  in  office  until  another  b^  epipointed. 

It  shell  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  at 
the  end  of  each  session,  to  send  a  printed  copy  of  the 
Journals  thereof  to  the  EzecutiTC,  and  to  eadi  branch 
of  the  Leg^lature  of  every  State. 

Whenever  confidential  communications  are  recehred 
Ifrom  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
shall  be  cleared  of  sU  peraons,  except  the  members  and 
the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  sifdi 
communications,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker^  or  any  other  mem- 
ber, shall  inform  the  House  that  he  has  communica- 
tions to  make,  whidi  he  oonceiTes  ought  to  be  kept 
aeoret,  the  House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  Reared  till 
the  communication  be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  de- 
termine whether  the  matter  communicated  requires 
Mcrecy  or  not,  and  take  order  aecordingly. 

All  questions  relatittg  to  the  priority  of  business  to 
be  acted  on,  shall  be  deaded  without  debate. 

Tfdrdlf-^Of  Bilk, 

Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave,  or 
by  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee; and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  the 
aame  shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  general  nature, 
one  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  the  motion 
to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  every  such  motion  may  be  com- 
mitted. 

Every  biJl  shall  receive  three  several  readings  in  the 
House  previous  to  ite  passage ;  and  all  bills  shall  be 
despatehed  in  order  as  they  were  introduced,  unless 
where  the  House  shall  direct  othefwise ;  but  no  bill 
shall  be  twice  read  on  the  same  day,  without  special 
order  of  the  House. 
'  The  first  reading  of  a  bill  shall  be  for  information, 
and,  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  question  shall  be, 
'<  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected!"  If  no  opposition  be  made, 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill  shall 
go  to  ite  second  reading  without  a  question. 

Upon  the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  Speaker  shall 
•teto  it  as  ready  for  commitment  or  engrossment ;  and 
if  committed,  then  a  question  shall  be,  whether  to  a 
telect  or  standing  committee,  or  to  a  Committee  of  the 
•whole  House ;  if  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
the  House  shall  determine  on  what  d^.  But,  if  the 
bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  the  iiouse  shall  ap- 
point the  day  when  it  shall  be  read  the  third  time. 

After  commitment  and  report  thereof  to  the  House, 
tir  at  any  time  before  ite  passage,  a  bill  may  be  recom- 
mitted. 

All  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  shall  be  executed 
in  a  fair  round  hand. 

When  a  bill  shall  pass,  it  shall  be  certified  by  the 
Clerk,  noting  the  day  of  ite  passage  at  Uie  foot  thereof. 

FouHhly—Of  Committeea  of  the  Whole  House. 

It  shall  be  a  standing  order  of  the  day,  throughout 
the  session,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  steto  of  the  Union. 

In  forming  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
Speaker  shall  leave  his  chair,  and  a  chairman,  to  pre- 
side in  committee,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker. 

Upon  bills  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  the  bill  shall  be  first  read  throughout  by  the 
Clerk,  and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  clauses, 
leaving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered ;  the  body 
pf  the  bill  shall  not  be  defaced  or  interlined ;  but  all 
ftmeadmentei  noting  the  page  and  line,  shall  be'duly 


entered  by  Ae  Cleik  on  a  eeparate  paper,  as  the  same       , 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and  ao  reported  ts 
the  House.    After  report,  the  bill  shall  again  be  aulh 
ject  to  be  debated,  and  amended  by  clauaes,  before  a 
question  to  engross  it  be  taken. 

All  amendmenta  made  to  a  report,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall  be  noted  and  r^ 
ported  aa  in  the  oaae  of  tnlls. 

All  questioBS,  whether  in  oomraittea  or  in  the  Hooss, 
shall  be  propounded  in  the  order  in  whidi  they  were 
moved; except  that,  in  filling  up  blanks, the  Ingest 
sum,  and  longest  time,  shall  be  firrt  put. 

If  o  motion  or  pn^ioaition  for  a  tax,  or  charge  upon 
the  people,  shall  be  diaeussed  the  di^  an  which  itii 
made  or  oiftred,  and  every  sudi  proposition  shall  r^ 
ceive  ite  first  discnasum  in  a  Committee  of  Che  whole 
House. 

No  sum,  or  quantum  of  tax,  or  duty,  voted  by  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall  be  iocreaaed  in 
the  House,  until  the  motion  or  proposition  for  such  in- 
'crease  shall  be  first  discussed  and  voted  in  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House ;  and  ao  in  respect  to  the  time 
of  ite  continuance. 

All  proceedings,  touching  appropriations  of  money, 
shall  be  first  discussed  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

The  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  House  shall  be  o^ 
served  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoiiise,  so  for  as 
they  may  ^  applicsble,  except  the.  rule  limiting  the 
times  of  speaking;  but  no  member  shall  speak  twice 
to  any  question  until  every  member,  diooiing  to  speak, 
shall  have  spoken. 

No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  House,  shaU  be  re- 
scinded without  one  day's  notice  being  given  of  tbe 
motion  therefor. 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  ttoo  Houses, 

In  every  case  of  an  amendment  of  a  bill  agreed  to  in 
one  House,  and  dissented  to  in  the  other,  if  either 
House  shall  request  a  conference  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer,  such  committees  shall, 
at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their  dbair- 
main,  meet  in  the  Conference  chamber,  and  steto  to 
each  other,  verbally  or  in  writing,  as  either  shall  choosey 
the  reasons  of  their  respective  Houses  for  and  *g«i*»«^ 
the  amendment,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 
I      When  a  message  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  annoanced 
at  the  door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  ahall 
be  respectfolly  communicated  to  the  Chair  by  the  per^ 
son  by  whom  it  may  be  sent. 

The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a  mes- 
sage' shall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  Senate. 

,  Mnsages  shall  be  sent  by  such  persons  aa  a  aenae  of 
propriety  ip  each  House  may  determine  to  be  proper. 
.  While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the  two 
Houses,  they  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Secretaiy  or  Clerk  of  each  Hoi^ae,  reapecft- 
ively. 

After  a  bill  shsll  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  ahall 
be  duly  enrolled  on  parchment  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or  the 
other  House,  before  it  shall  Im  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined  by 
a  joint  committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two 
from  the  House  of  Represantativeay  appoinuwl   sus   u 
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ttandiof  committee  for  that  porpoee,  who  shall  care- 
hl\y  compare  the  enrolment  with  the  engrossed  bills, 
at  passed  in  .the  two  Houses,  and  correcting  any  errors 
that  may  be  discovered  in  the  enrolled  bills,  make  their 
leport  forthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

After  examination  and  report,  each  bill  shall  be 
figned  in  the  respective  Houses,  first  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  then  by  the  president  of 
the  Senate. 

After  a  bill  shall  have  been  thus  signed  in  each 
House,  it  shall  be  presented  by  the  said  committte  to 
the  Praaident  of  the  United  States  ibr  his  approbation, 
it  being  first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roll,  certify- 
nig  in  which  House  the  same  originated ;  which  en- 
dorsement sbftU  briinied  by  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  (as 
tsut  case  may  be)' of  ue  House  in  which  the  same  did 
originate,  and  ahali  be  entered  on  fhe  Jeumal  of  each 
House.  The  said  committee  shall  report  the  day  of 
presentation  to  the  President,  which  time  shall  also  be 
carefully  entered  on  the  Journal  of  eacii  House. 

All  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes,  which  are  to  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approbation,  shall  also,  in  the  same  manner,  be  previp 
ously  enrolled,  examined,  and  signed,  and  shall  be  pre- 
sented in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  committee 
as  provided  in  case  of  bills. 

When  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
ihall  judge  it  proper  to  make  a  joint  address  to  the  Pres- 
ident, it  shall  be  presented  to  him  in  his  audience  cham- 
ber by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 

Wednesday,  December  18. 

An  cD^ossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodoriek 
Armistead  w«i  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT,  from.the  Committee  of  Kieetiom, 
to  whom  was  referred,  od  the  ninth  ioetaDt,  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Spalding,  of  the  Stifle  of 
Georgia,  complaioiDg  of  aa  aodue  deetton  and 
return  of  Cowles  Mead,  one  of  the  ijnejnbera  jcp 
luroed  to  aerre  in  this  House  for  the  said  St^te 
of  Georgia,  made  a  report  thereupon  ;  which  was 
read,  and.  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  a  select  committee, 
made  the  I7th  of  February.  1804,  on  a  letter  of 
William  H*  Harrison,  President  of  a  Conrentioa 
held  at  Vracennes,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  de- 
daring  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory to  a  auapensioo  of  the  sixth  article  of  com- 
pact between  the  United  States  and  the  said 
people ;  also,  on  a  memorial  and  peiition  of  the 
ubabitanta  of  the  said  Territory ;  be  referred  to 
Mr.GaRNBiT.  Mr*  Morrow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Parke, 
Mr.  Hahiltoii,  Mr.  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Walton,  and  Mr.  Van  Cortulndt. 

A  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory  was 
presenied  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  thF  said  Territory 
may  be  permitted  by  Congress ;  that  the  right  of 
suffrage  therein  may  be  enlarged  $  that  the  saU 
licks  and  springs  in  the  said  Territory  may  be 
ceded  to  them  on  certain  cooditions ;  that  a  cer- 
tain deacription  of  claimants  to  land,  in  the  said 
Territory  I  Boay  be  permitted  to  make  entry  thereol 


in  the  mode  therein  stated;  that  no  divieion  of 
the  said  Territory  may  take  place ;  and  that  the 
citizens  thereof  may  be  permitted  to  form  a  State 
government  as  soon  as  their  population  will  pec^ 
mit  the  measure. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  purchaeera.  of  land 
settled,  ana  intending  to  settle,  on  that  part  of  thd 
Indiana  Territory  west  of  Ohio,  and  east  of  the 
boundary  line  running  from  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river,  praying  that  the  said  tract  of  country 
may  be  added  to  and  made  part  of  the  State  ot 
Ohio. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  committee  last  appointed;  that 
they  do  ejaraine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  sixth  insunt,  presented  a  bill  establishing 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  rt- 
miesof  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Tbnnbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Reviaal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  further  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  Tennet,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
ac).,.entiiled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  part^  an  act. 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  cofos,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice, and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  to- 
morrow. 

A  petition  of  certain  actual  settlers  on  landa 
lately  sold  by  Con^res?,  as  pre-emption  lands^ 
lying  between  the  Miamies,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  a 
remission  of  interest,  and  an  extension  of  the 
terms  of  payment  for  their  lands. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard, 

Rt$ohedt  That  a  committoe  be  appointed  to  inqnira 
whether  any  and  if  any,  what  alterations- are  neceMary 
in  the  act  respecting  the  compensation  to  grand  and 
other  jurors  summoned  to  serve  in  the  Coorts  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  SoDTHARD  prefaced  this  motion  by  statins 
that  he  had  been  informed  that  jurors  in  the  di^ 
ferent  Courts  of  the  United  Slates  received  various 
compensations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
*^ supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  regula- 
ting the  grants  of  (and  appropriated  for  the  refu- 
gees from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia." 

This  bill  directs  the  following  locations  of  land 
and  patents  to  be  frranted: 

"  To  Charlotte  Hsaen,  widow  of  Moses  Haien»  six- 
teen handred  acres;  Blijah  Ayre, senior, one  thousand 
acres ;  Elijah  Ayre«  pin.,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres ;  and  Anthony  Burk»  two  hundred  and  fifty  acrea.** 

Mr.  Thomas  explaiiied  the  grounds  on  which 
this  bill  is  predicated,  in  virtue  of  inexeeuted  re- 
solutions of  the  old  Congress ;  when  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  it  without  ameodment;  la 
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^bich  r6|K)rt  the  HoasehnmHiatety  emiciirred, 
mind  ordered  ibe  InII  to  a  tbird  readlag  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Moaaow  presented  a  petitioa,  ofa  7ery  io- 
terestiDgRaiure,  from  Francis  Messonier. a  native 
of  France;  stating  that  from  numerous  experi- 
loents  made  by  him,  in  the  ▼iciniiy  of  Cfncinnaii, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  he  believes  he  will  be  able 
to  cultivate  the  vine  With  complete  success;  that 
the  experiments  made  have  if^oed  in  results  equal 
to  hi«  most  sanguiite  expectations ;  that  he  believes 
he  will  be  able  to  supply  wines  ofa  quality  equal 
to  those  of  France  competent  to  the  demand  of 
the  State  at  one  fourth  of  th^  price  of  rmported 
wines ;  that  the  ferer  and  ague^  so  prevalent  on 
the  WcrStern  waters,  is.  in  his  opinion,  greatly  ow- 
ing 10  the  inability  of  the  people,  from  the  exor- 
bitant price  of  wine,  to  consume  it  in  connexion 
with  the  bark ;  that  he  is  convinced  that  the  bot- 
toms of  Ohio  are  as  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of 
tfab  grape  as  the  hills  of  France ;  and  soliciting 
either  the  grant,  or  the  sale  on  an  extended  credit 
•f  seotion  29,  in  township  No.  3,  range  9,  on  Mad 
river,  a  situation  which  he  considers  singularly 
Ifovorabie  to  a  vineyard. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

BEYOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.  Shtth  the  House 
tesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oh 
the  bill  "in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  provision 
for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known 
wounds,  received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  Committee  having  passed  through  the  bill, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ths  House  immediately  took  up  the  report; 
and  on  the  question  to  engross  the  bill  for  a  third 
Mading. 

Mr.  Alston  asked  for  information  with  regard 
to  a  new  principle  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
ooatained  in  the  first  section.  He  observed  that 
it  was  unknown  to  him  whether  the  Uaireil  Staies 
had  ever  placed  votonteera  or  militia  on  their 
pension  Hst  If  this  had  not  hetetofore  been  done, 
and  it  should  be  done  at  this  late  period,  he  did 
not  know  where  the  business  would  end.  It  would 
be  nowise  difficult  for  any  person  to  bring  for- 
ward sotnekind  ofevidence  ofa  disability  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  showing  that  he 
had  performed  some  service  or  other.  With  re- 
gard to  those  at  preseiit  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
States  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  for  them  to 
produce  the  evidence  required  by  this  law;  and 
the  Stales  might  aAer  the  passage  of  this  bill 
aweep  from  their  list  pensioners  of  the  description 
contemplated  in  the  oill.  Unless  a  proper  expla- 
nation of  these  circumtitances  were  made,  Mr.  A. 
aaid  be  oould  not  vote  for  the  bill. 
^  Mr.  Gaeoo  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  rela- 
tive to  the  making  provision  for  persons  disiabled 
in  the  militia,  or  acting  under  the  authority  ofa 
particular  State.  Ha  said  that  he  thought  it  a 
forced  eonatructioa  of  the  act  of  1603  to  extend 
ita  proviMOD  to  those  persons  employed  in  the 
8iiliti»  aeivtoe  at  who  acted  under  j^tioQlar 


States.  He  read  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and 
observed  that  they  did  not  contain  a  word  napect- 
ino:  the  militia,  or  those  who  acted  under  the 
order  of  States.  He  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  placing  on  the  pension  list  those  who  acted 
unoer  the  authority  of  the  States.  There  mi^^hc 
he  some  bodies  who  had  been  ordered  out  by  par- 
ticular States,  who  so  far  from  being  recognised 
by  the  General  Government,  had  been  called  out 
iu  eontravention  of  their  orders.  It  woald«  Mc 
G.  thought,  be  very  extraordinary  to  place  such 
men  on  the  pension  Ust  of  the  United  Statea.  He 
believed  that  all  proper  objects  who  had  been 
drawn  oat  under  Statu  orden,  were  oa  State  peiH 
fiion  lists.  If  these  aaea  were  set  afloat  by  this 
aet,  they  mifffat  at  this  lata  day,  owing  to  the  dif* 
ficalty  of  coUeeting  proper  arvidence,  be  left  with* 
out  remedy. 

Mr.  JoBi^  C.  Shitb  aaki  that  the  bill  vnder 
CQnifideration  was  precisely  similar  to  one  which 
had,  at  the  last  session,  been  agreed  to  in  the  Hoose, 
and  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  but  which  had  not  oeen  conclusively 
acted  upon.  He  observed  that  be  had  never  been 
very  tenacious  of  the  oriociple  on  which  gentle- 
men had  animadverteq;  though  he  believed  that 
the  wounds  received  .by  the  description  of  persons 
referred  to  had  been  as  serious  to  them,  and  as  im* 
portant  to  their  country^  aa  ihoae  received  by  sol- 
diers in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
ft  had  been  remarked  that  some  of  the  States  had 
made  provision  for  this  description  of  persons. 
Whether  this  was,  or  was  not  the  case,  be  did  not 
know.  But  if  gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  aet 
of  1796,  they  would  find  a  proviaioa  made  for 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  offices  and 
privates  of  the  militia  who  had  been  in  the  aer* 
vice  of  the  United  States  since  theRevoltttionary 
war.  The  priiMsiple  in  this  bill  wet  the  same 
with  thit  in  the  bill  passed  in  1796.  In  that  in- 
stance the  militia  had  been  calkd  outfov  ihefene* 
ral  service  under  the  authority  of  particular  Ssatea, 
Congress  then  thought  proper  to  provide  for  such 
a  case.  Mr.  S.  did  not  know  anything  which  tnade 
it  less  proper  to  ]>rovidefor  aimilar  caaes  which 
had  occurred  during  the  Revolutiooary  war.  It 
was  true  that  the  provision  would  be  apfilieable 
to  biit  a  few  individuals,  but  this  co«ld  not  affect 
their  olaims  to  the  justice  of  their  conn tr v.  How 
far  this  provision  might  operate  aoequally,  espe* 
ciallv  on  States  who  had  already  made  provisiott 
for  tneir  militia,  he  did  not  know.  He  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  facts  alluded  to.  He  was 
perfeetly  willing  that  the  bill  should  lie,  uniil  cor- 
rect information  should  be  obtained,    . 

Mr.  MAaiON  hoped  the  words  would  not  be 
struck  out.  He  perceived  ilo  real  difference  be- 
tween the  claims  Of  the  militia  and  of  those  in 
regular  service.  It  was  true  that  some  States  bad 
made  provision  for  their  militia.  But  every  State 
in  the  Union  ouaht  to  bear  the  burden  of  toe  war 
equally;  it  ought  not  to  fall  exclosivelv  on  those 
States  which  had  been  invaded,  and  whosn  mill* 
tin  had  consequently  been  the  moet  exposed.  A  I* 
ihongh  such  Stateu  had  made  a  provision,  it  waa 
more  consonant  to  equity  and  joatiee  that  the 
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UoioB  should  bear  the  barden.  Oentiemeo  should 
recollect  rhatthe  sectioa  ooly  provided  for  those 
who  had  beea  eagaged  ia  the  general  service. 

The  qaesuoo  was  then  takaa  oa  Mr.  QftEGo's 
moiioo,  aod  lost — ayes  16. 

Il  was  theo  ordered,  without  a  divi&ioo,  that 
the  bill  be  eugcosaad  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Thvbbdat,  December  19.' 

An  engrossed  bill  sopplemeDtary  to  the  act, 
eaiitled  ^'Ao  act  regulating  tke  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refucees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  Caoada  and'Nova  Scotia,''  was  read 
the  third  time,  aod  passed. 

An  eagrossed  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  to 
make  provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
aervice  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolu- 
tiooary  war,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  suppementary  to  the  >^ Act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
ciiizeoa  of  the  United  States  on  the  Government 
of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  ae- 
saoied  by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  tbe  eoa- 
Tentioo  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  between  tbe 
United  States  aod  the  French  Republic ;"  and,af- 
ttr  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
withont  amendment  and  ordered  to  be  eogroased, 
and  read  the  third  lime  to-morrow*    - 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  WiUiam  H^ary  Harrison,  Governor  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  endosiog  a  resolution  <of  the 
House  of  Repiesentatives  of  the  said  Territory, 
stating  their  objections  to  a  division  thereof 
into  two  Territories;  which  were  read, and  ot- 
dered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Garnctt,  Mr.  MoR- 
ROW  of  Ohto^  Mr.  Pasxb,  Mr.  Hamiltoii,  Mr. 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Walton,  and 
Mr.  Yah  Coatlanot. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Maoutaetures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Edward  Toppan,  Qeor^e 
Jenkins,  and  William  Currier,  of  Newbury  port,  in 
the  Stale  of  Massachusetts.  The  Commit tpe  rose 
and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  as  follows : 

Me$ahed,  That  the  petition  of  Edward  Toppan  and 
<4hsit  is  raasoaable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  aod  that  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacitires  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbbll, 

Reidved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations 
are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr:  Gborog  W.  Camfbbll,  Mr. 
Cook,  Mr.  Goi^neBOBoeaa,  Mr.  WicxBa,  and  Air. 


Jackbon,  be  appointed  a  committee,  purbuant  to 
the  said  resolution.  a 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 

BeBoloecL  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufacturps  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
several  acts  relative  to  the  bounties  on  salted  fish, 
taken  in  vessels  of  different  sizes,  and  to  consider 
and  report  what  alterations,  if  any,  be  neeessarif 
to  equalise  such  bounties;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanton^ 

Beeoloedy  That  the  Commufee  of  Wa^  ami 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  several  acts  fixing  the  salaries  and  emoli»* 
menta  of  the  colleciora  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage ;  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to 
report  by  blU,  or  otherwise. 

FOREIGN  COINa 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  hill  to  revive  and  continue  in  Ibroe  an  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  suspend,  in  part^  the  aet,  enti* 
tied  ^An  act  regulating  rbreigo  coins,  and  for  othei 
purposes."    The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted^  Sft.^  That  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
soipsod,  in  part,  tha  act,  entitled  *An  act  regulating 
foreign  coins,  aod  for  other  purposea,"  approved  an  the 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  levived  and  oon- 
tinued  in  force  fyr  the  term  of  -^—  years  from  the  pass* 
ing  hereof. 

Mr.  Tsmbet  moved  the  following  atibstitatei 
after  the  enacting  words: 

«  That  10  mneh  of  the  act,  entitled  »An  act  regula- 
ting foffsign  coins/'  and  for  other  purposes,  as  is  oo»> 
tftiaed  in  the  second  asclion  thereof  be  and  the  aama  ia 
hereby  further  suipended,  during  the  term  of  «— veaas 
from'  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Varnom  wished  that  the  aectioa  referred 
to,  which  prohibits  any  foreign  coin,  excepting 
Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  parts  thereof,  from  b^ 
ing  a  legal  tender,  might,  instead  of  being  soa- 
pended,  be  repealed.  That  provision,  he  said,  had 
been  introduced  under  the  idea  that  the  coin  of 
the  United  States  would  be  sufficient  for  the  de* 
mand,  which  had  been  found  to  be  erroneous. 

Mr.  J.  CuiY  differed  so  widely  from  the  ^en« 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  that  he  entertained 
strong  doubts  of  the  policy  even  of  suspending 
the  provision.  There  were  very  few  foreign  coins 
in  circulation  besides  Spanish  milled  dollars  and 
British  guineas.  If  the  suspension  were,  there* 
fure,  confined  (o  these,  it  would  be,  so  far  as  r*> 
spected  the  public  convenience,  equivalent  to  a 
repeal.  Every  one  knew  that  there  had  been,  for 
some  years  past,  a  large  quantity  of  bad  monef 
in  circulation.  By  tbe  proposed  repeal,  this  de* 
scriptiou  of  money  would  be  again  brought  back. 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said,  that,  if  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  were  adopted. 
it  would  be  neeessary  to  go  further  than  he  baa 
suggested.  In  addition  to  tbe  coins  mentioned  by 
him,  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  it  to  Portuguese 
guineas,  which  were  extensively  circulated.  But 
he  eonsidered  the  propostiion  of  the  genilemaa 
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from  Masssachusetts  the  best.  When  we  can  do 
without  foreiun  coins,  we  may  declare  that  they 
shall  sot  be  a  legal  tender.  Since  last  May,  when 
the  provision  contemplated  to  be  renewed,  ceased, 
there  had  been  no  complaints.  The  necessities  of 
the  country  required  the  use  of  French  coins. 
With  regard  to  our  own  coin,  in  many  parts  of 
the  Union  it  was  as  difficult  to  find  a  gold,  as  a 
fl)rinc[  eagle*  Into  his  part  of  the  country,  Mr.  M. 
said,  It  never  found  its  way. 

Mr.  Varnuh  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Tennby,  by  striking  out  the  words :  '*  fur- 
ther suspended  during  the  term  of years  from 

the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  ^^  repealed." 

Mr.  J.  G1.AY  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
take  place.  If  there  were  any  real  inconvenience, 
it  would  be  entirely  obviated  by  the  proposed  sus- 
pension. He  acknowledged  that  when  he  was 
up  before,  the  Portuguese  gold  had  escaped  his  at- 
tention— but  it  was  so  clipped  and  mutilated  as 
scarcely  to  be  considered  as  coin,  and  the  fact  was, 
that  it  was  chiefly  confined  to  toe  banks.  If  the 
repealing  provision  should  be  confined  to  the  gold 
coins,  he  snould  have  no  great  objection  to  it}  but 
there  was  no  necessity  of  introducing  into  the 
eircula  on  any  other  silver  coin  than  that  now 
authorized.  Some  of  the  foreign  coins  were  so 
roughly  executed  as  not  to  furnish  a  proper  pro- 
tection against  counterfeits.  The  great  security 
attending  coins,  as  well  as  bank  notes,  was  the 
excellence  of  the  workmanship. 

Mr.  Jackbon  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Vabnum.)  All  economical  writers  agreed 
that  the  wealtn  of  nations  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  pre- 
cious metals.  For  this  reason,  he  thou(;h  tit  im- 
politic to  restrict  the  circulation  of  foreign  coins 
in  the  United  States.  It  was,  likewise,  improper 
to  legislate  frequently  on  the  subject.  It  had  been 
found  that  the  mint  could  not  furnish  a  sufficient 
aapply  of  coin  for  our  purposes,  especially  while 
sncn  vast  quantities  went  out  of  the  country.  All 
objections  made  to  a  repeal  were  obviated  by  the 
consideration  that  the  existing  law  provides,  that 
foreign  coins  shall  pass  by  weight.  Mr.  J.  conclu- 
ded by  saying,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  that  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  country  that  money  should 
circulate  more  extensively  than  it  ever  bad  done. 

Mr.  Vabhom- said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  grounded  his  objection  00  the  idea 
that  foreign  coins  were  more  easily  counterfeited 
than  those  of  the  United  States.  He  should,  how- 
ever, recollect  that  those  who  resided  in  the  coun- 
try did  not  possess  that  kind  of  knowledge  which 
belonged  to  those  acquainted  with  bank  transac- 
tions. They  saw  but  little  money,  and  always  in 
small  quantities,  and  were  as  likely  to  take  false 
coin  of  the  United  States  as  foreign  coin.  The 
zeal  situation  of  the  United  States,  as  to  money, 
was  this:  In  some  parts  of  the  country  there  was 
no  specie  whatever;  there  was  nothing  but  paper. 
In  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  Union  this  was  peculi- 
arly so.  owing  to  the  great  number  of  banks  which 
circulated  the  greater  part  of  their  notea  at  a  con** 


siderable distance.  This  scarcity  of  specie  arose, 
in  a  great  measure,  from  foreign  coins  not  being 
allowed  to  be  a  le^al  tender.  He  thought  it  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  United  States  to  admit 
all  foreign  coins  to  be  a  legal  tender,  under  the 
existing  limitations  of  law.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  Mr.  V.'s  amendment,  which  waa 
agreed  to — ayes  79. 

Mr.  Tennet's  amendment,  thus  amended,  was 
agreed  to,  when  the  Committee  rose.  The  House 
immediately  took  up,  concurred  in  their  report,and 
ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  20. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  ''Act 
making  provision-  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Government 
ofFrance^the  paymentof  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  30th  of  April  1803.  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  Republic,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  10  revive  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

RemdvedL,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  (hat 
the  title  be,  ^'*Ao  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  regulatings  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof." 

Mr.  CR0WNiN8HfELn,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Mannfactores,  presented  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Toppan,  Qeorge  Jenkins, 
and  William  Currier ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Crowtiinbhibld,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the 
oath  and  giving  bond,  in  cases  of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  moved  to  add  a  new  rule  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

*<  That  the  first  named  member  of  any  committee, 
appointed  by  the  Speaker,  or  the  House,  shall  be  the 
Chairman ;  and  in  case  of  his  absence,  or  being  ex- 
cased  by  the  House,  the  next  named  memher,  and  s» 
on,  as  the  case  shall  happen,  unless  the  committee,  by 
a  majority  of  their  number,  elect  a  Chairman.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  any  committee  to  meet,  on  the  call  of 
any  two  of  thehr  members,  if  the  Chairman  be  absent, 
or  decline  to  appoint  such  meeting.'* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mo- 
tion at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  same  beio^ 
twice  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  rules  and  orders 
of  this  House,  under  the  fourth  head  *'  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House,"  as  is  contained  in 
the  third  paragraph  thereof,  be  amended,  by  strik- 
ing out,  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  paragraph,  the 
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word  ^' title,"  and  iosertiDg,  in  liea  thereof,  the 
word  "preamble." 

A  peticioD  of  George  Rogers  Clark  was  pre- 
sentea  lo  the  House  and  read,  prayins  that  Con- 
fess will  confirm  to  htm  a  graut  of  fands,  made 
by  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Piankeshaw 
nation  of  IndiaDs.  on  the  16ih  day  of  July,  1779. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Monday,  December  23. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Governor  and  presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  relative  to  the  state  of  that  Terri- 
tory;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Jackson,  Morrow  of  Ohio,  Smi- 
UE,  Ellis,  and  Moore  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Crowninbbjield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to 
provide  for  light-houses  in  Long  Island  Sound  ; 
and  to  declare  Roxbury,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
ebasetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commuted  toa  Committeeof  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  GREGd,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twentieth 
instant,  the  petition  of  George  Rogers  Clark,  tnade 
areport  thereon  ',  which  was  read. and  considered: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
George  Rogers  Clark  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

A  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  signed  by  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  their 
President,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 

E raying  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  passed 
the  15ih  of  March  last,  entitled  *(An  act  to  em- 
power th€  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia, to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  the  better  to  ena- 
ble the  memorialists  to  sink  additional  piers  in  the 
river  Delaware,  for  the  security  and  protection  of 
vessels  employed  in  the  commerce  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia.  Referred  tp  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

A  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
monalty, of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  prompt  and 
efficient  measures  may  be  taken  by  Congress  for 
pulling  their  city  and  port  into  an  adequate  state 
of  defence. — Referred 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  Samuel  Blodg- 
et,  representing  thai  subscriptions  for  a  University 
in  Washington  ha,ve  already  been  made  to  the 
number  of  eighteen  thousand,  and  a  sura  received 
amounting  to  $30,000,  and  requesting  Congress  to 
designate  the  site  with  the  lois  or  lands  that  may 
be  intended  therefor,  and  to  grant  such  other  pat- 
ronage as  they  may  think  proper. — Referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates 
to  aggre.<sions  committed  by  the  vessels  of  foreign 
nations,  dB€.,  made  a  report,  in  part,  submitting 


two  letters  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  three  resolutions,  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $160,000  be  appropri- 
ated to  cauaci  our  ports  and  harbors  to  be  protected. 

2.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $260,000  be  appropri- 
ated, to  cause  to  be  built  a  number  of  gunboats,  not 
exceeding  fifty,  for  the  protection  of  our  porta  and 
harbors. 

3.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $660,000  be  appropri- 
ated to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  ta 
cause  to  be  built  six  line-of-battle  ships. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  these  resolutiona 
were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that,  in  the  year  1797, 
Congress  passed  an  act  relative  to  certain  balances 
due  by  several  of  the  States  to  the  United  States, 
by  which  those  States  were  enabled  to  discharge 
the  balances  by  expending  a  part  thereof  in  the 
defence  of  their  ports  and  harbors.  He  under- 
stood that  one  State  had  made  an  appropriation 
to  this  object ;  but  it  was  not  known  what  was  the 
issue  of  the  appropriation,  or  what  had  been  dpne 
by  other  States.  That  the  subject  might  be  elu- 
cidated, heofiered  the  following  resolution: 

Reached,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  , 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House,  whether  any  and 
what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  States  indebted 
to  the  United  States  to  discharge  the  balances  due,  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1707, 
entitled  an  act  for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  immediately  took  up  the  resolution 
and  agreed  to  it;  and  the  Speaker  appointed  a 
committee  of  two  members  to  present  it  to  the 
President. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  respecting  the  contested  election  of 
CowLES  Meao.  one  of  the  members  returjied  to 
serve  in  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Georgia.    ' 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  in  this  case: 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Spalding,  claiming  a  seat  in  this 
House,  as  a  Representative  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in 
the  place  of  Cowles  Mead,  who  has  been  returned,  and 
has  taken  a  seat  in  the  House,  having  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  heard  the  petitioner  and  sit- 
ting member  thereon,  report : 

That,  by  a  standing  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  the 
election  of  persons  to  represent  that  State  in  this  House, 
was  required  to  be  hoiden  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober, 1804,  in  the  respective  counties  throughout  the 
State ;  that  three  or  more  county  magistrates  were  re- 
quired to  preside  at  the  election,  in  each  of  the  coun- 
ties, to  return  the  names  of  the  candidates,  and  the 
number  and  names  of  the  voters,  with!  an  accurate  state 
of  the  poll^  and  to  transmit  their  said  returns,  by  ex- 
press, to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  within  twenty  days 
after  'closing  the  poll  at  said  election ;  that  the  Govern- 
or was  required,  within  five  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  twenty  days,  to  count  up  the  votes  from  the . 
several  counties,  or  such  of  them  as  might  have  made 
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fetumfl  for  esoh  penon,  and  immediately  theraafter  to 
iaaue  his  proclamation,  declaring  the  persona  baling 
the  highett  number  of  TOtea,  to  be  elected  to  repreeent 
the  aaid  State  in  the  Houae  of  RepreaentaAifea  of  the 
United  Statea,  ax*d  t^  grant  a  certificate  thereof,  under 
tbe  great  aeal  of  the  Btate,  to  each  of  them ;  that,  by 
«n  official  certificate  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  aaid  State, 
it  appear!  that  tbe  Totea  from  the  oountiea  of  Tatnal, 
Liberty,  and  Camden,  were  not  returned  to  the  Goiv- 
«nior  within  the  «aid  teim  of  twenty  daya  after  tiie 
«lectiQn,  nor  within  Ae  eaid  further  tenn  of  Av  daya 
thereafter ;  and  that,  of  the  votaa  given  at  (he  aaad  eleo- 
lion,  and  returned  to  the  Gorenior  within  the  aaid  tenn 
of  twenty  daya : 

Cowlea  Mead  had 4,438 

AAd  Thomaa  Spalding  had     ....   4>269 


GiTing  the  aaid  Mead  a  majority  of 


169 


*^  That  the  GrOTcmor,  in  punuanceof  the  law  aforeaaid, 
counted  up  the  Totes  so  returned  to  him  within  twenty 
daya,  and  thereupon  issued  his  proclamation,  declaring 
that  the  aaid  Cowles  Mead  was  elected,  and  granted 
him  a  certificate  thereof. 

By  another  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  aaid 
State,  it  appears  that,  after  the  Goremor  had  issued  his 
proclamation  as  aforeaaid,  that  ia,  on  the  27th  day  of 
Nohrember,  1804,  the  returns  of  the  votes  given  at  the 
aaid  election,  agreeably  to  the  law  aforeaaid,  in  and  by 
the  oountriea  of.  Tatnal,  Liberty,  and  Camden,  Were 
leccdved  by  the  Governor,  being  tranamitted  by  ttie 
pfeaiding  magistrates  of  aaid  couotiea  respectively ; 
that  both  of  the  aaid  certificates  from  the  Seonetary  are 
in  due  form  of  Uw ;  that  the  said  retorna  of  votes  from 
the  three  last  mentioned  counties,  are  conformable  to 
law  in  every  respect,  except  that  they  were  not  trans- 
nitted  to  the  Governor  within  the  limited  time  of  twen- 
ty daya  after  the  election  ;  that,  of  the  votea  so  returned 
from  the  said  three  counties,  after  the  exmration  of  said 
twenty  days,  Cowles  Head  had  27,  and  'Hiomaa  Spald- 
ing had  235 ;  which,  added  to  their  reapective  num- 
bers of  votes,  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  teim 
of  twenty  daya,  and  counted  by  him  as  aforeaaid— 
Gives  to  Cowles  Mead,  in  the  whole  -  -  4,466 
And  to  Thomaa  Spalding,  in  the  whole    -        -   4,504 


Leaving  the  aaid  Thomas  Spalding  a  ma- 
jority of       


39 


The  petitioner  ofikred  depositions  to  prove  that  the 
cause  of  the  failure  in  the  transmission  of  the  returns 
from  the  three  last  counties  to  the  Governor^  within 
the^  twenty  days  after  the  election,  was  a  hurricane 
which  rendered  the  roads  impassable ;  but,  as  the  sit- 
ting member  was  not  notified  to  be  present  at  the  tak- 
ing of  those  depositions,  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  they  were  not  admissible  evidence. 

The  petitioner  then  proposed  to  procure  other  evi- 
dence of  the  same  fact ;  and  the  sitting  member  pro- 
posed to  procure  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  the 
roads  were  passable ;  but  the  committee  being  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  not  material  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  whether  the  said  failure  was  caused  by  the  act 
of  God,  as  alleged  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  the  fault  of 
the  returning  officera,  or  the  defect  of  the  law,  in  not 
providing  a  penalty  upon  officera  for  neglecting  their 
of^cial  duty  of  transmitting  the  returns,  did  not  receive 
•nyevidence  on  that  point. 

The  sitting  member  stated  to  the  committee  that  he 


could,  aa  he  was  assured,  by  sending  to  Geoigia,  obtain 
proof,  that  the  election  in  the  county  of  Tatnal  was 
irregularly  held,  ao  that  the  whole  vetum  of  that  county 
ought,  for  that  cauae,  to  be  rejected ;  but,  finding  by 
calculation  that,  if  the  votes  of  that  county,  of  which 
twenty-four  were  for  himself  and  forty  foi^the  petitioi^ 
er,  were  set  aaide,  it  would  not  afifect  tbe  result  of  the 
election,  he  waived  that  objection,  and  rested  his  claim 
upon  the  principle  that  the  votea  of  all  the  three  last 
mentionea  counties  are  void  by  the  law  of  Georgia,  not 
having  been  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  time 
preecribed  by  aaid  law. 

There  ia  no  anggeation  of  any  firaud  or  intentional 
unfairness  in  the  election;  and  the  committee  add,  with 
pleasure,  that  the  conductof  both  the  gentlemen,  claim- 
ing the  conteated  aeat,  appears  to  have  been  candid 
and  honorable. 

Upon  the  foregoing  state  offsets,  as  the  Conatitotion 
has  made  this  House  tte  judge  of  the  elections  and  re^ 
turns,  as  well  as  the  qualificationa  of  its  membeis ;  as 
the  returns  from  the  State  authorittea,  thevefore,  are 
only  prima  faeie  evidence  of  an  election,  but  not  eon- 
duaive  tlpon  thia  Honae ;  aa  there  is,  in  the  present 
caae,  aatialhctory  proof,  that  the  votea  of  the  three  coun- 
ties in  qnealion,  althongh  the  retnrna  thereof  vreie  not 
tranamitted  to  the  Gnvemar  in  aeaaoa  to  he  coni^reil 
by  him,  were  originally  good, lawful,  and  Conatatutional 
votea,  having  been  given  by  qualified  voters  oo  the  day, 
at  the  places,  and  in  the  manner  preecribed  by  law; 
and  aa  neither  the  voters  who  gave  them,  nor  the  can« 
didatea  in  whose  fotior  they  were  given,  have  done  or 
omitted  an V  thing  on  their  part  to  forfeit  their  respect- 
ive righte,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  those  votes 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and  therefore  recommend  Che  fol« 
lowing  resolution : 

Jietolvcd,  That  Cowles  Mead,  retomed  to  thia  House 
aa  a  member  thereof,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat ;  and  that  Thomas  Spalding  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House,  aa  a  Repreaentetive  of  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FindleYi 

Reaolved,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election 
in  the  Stete  of  Georgia,  the  memorialist  and  ailting 
member  shall,  if  they  desire  it,  be  heard  by  counsel  at 
the  bar  of  the  Houae. 

Mr.  Mead  waived  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and 
Mr.  J.  Clay  intimated  a  desire  of  Mr.  Spaldiiiq 
to  (he  same  effect;  when  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  took  op  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  in  this  case;  on  which  a  debate  ensued, 
which  occupied  nearly  the  residoe  of  the  sit- 
ting. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  explained,  concisely,  some  of  the 
circumstances  on  whicn  the  report  was  gronnded* 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Mead,  who,  without 
going  into  a  wide  detail  of  facts,  or  discussion  of 
prinoiole,  noticed  briefly  a  variety  of  facts,  and 
sereral  principles  and  precedents,  which,  he 
thought,  invalidated  thfe  conclusion  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  made  a  short  speech  in  favor  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Early  went  at  considerable  length  into 
the  principle  implicated  in  tbe  report,  with  the 
view  of  iibowing  that  it  was  unsound,  and  that  it 
did  not  beloiiff  to  the  House,  without  violating  tbe 
Constitutional  powers  of  tbe  States,  to  set  aaide 
returns  made  in  conformity  to  their  laws. 
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Mr.  BfDWELL,  in  an  argumentative  and  logieal 
speech,  defended*  the  principle  contained  in  the 
report^  and  contended  that  the  Constitutional 
ponrer  of  investigating  the  returns,  made  by  State 
officers,  resided  in  the  Hou^e,  who  might,  accord- 
io|to  evidence  adduced,  affirm  or  set  them  aside. 

Mr.  Sloan  and  Mr.  Ellis  spoke  against,  and 
Mr.  J.  Clay,  in  favor  of  the  report. 

After  a  few  replicator^  remarks  from  Mr.  Bid- 
TELi.  and  Mr.  Mead,  Mr.  Kellt  said  he  still  en- 
tertained some  doubts  on  the  subject,  represented 
that  other  engagements  had  precluded  his  paying 
that  attention  to  the  subject  which  it  merited,  and 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  report 
prosress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

This  motion  being  carried — ayes  61 ;  iDd  the 
House  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Meriwether  expressed  a  hope  that  leave 
for  the  Committee  to  sit  a^in  would  be  refused, 
in  order  that  the  report  might  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  the  sitting  mem- 
ber be  enabled  to  make  explanations  on  points 
respecting  which  there  appeared  to  have  been 
some  misconception  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  and  Mr.  Elmer  were  against,  and 
Mr.  Qr£qq  in  favor  of  a  reference  to  tKe  Com- 
mittee uf  Elections. 

The  question  being  put,  leave  Was  giveo  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  sit  again-^-aves  70. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL^from  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  respecting  William 
Eaton,  Esquire,  offered  a  report,  recomn^end- 
ing  the  adoption  of  the  said  resolution,  with  the 
amendment,  together  whh  another  amendment, 
striking  oi|t  the  word  ''before,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  ^at  the  eity  of  Derne." 

Report  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday. 

Tuesday,  December  24.    . 

Another  member  to  wft :  Roger  Nel80N|  from 
Maryland,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  Slates  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  further  time  may  be  allowed  them 
to  make  payment  of  the  first  instalment,  due  on 
the  first  of  January  next,  for  the  lands  by  them 
respectively  purchased. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  petition  of  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  heir  and  representative  of  CarOn  de  Beau- 
marcbais,  deceased,  by  J.  A.  Chevaltie,  her  attor- 
ney, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
to  be  relieved  against  a  settlement  made  by  tbe 
Cumpiroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  large  and 
unjust  deductions  have  been  made  from  a  debt 
due  by  the  United  States  to  the  estate  of  the 
laid  decedent,  Caron  de  Beaumarchais. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DRAWBACK  ON  DBBKNTURE8. 

Mr.  CROWHfNflBiELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactores,  to  wlwiB  was  se- 


ferred  on  the  sixteenth  instant, the  petitioD  of  Isaac 
Clason,  made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  month  of  Angtist  last,  imported 
from  Havana  into  the  port  of  New  York,  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty  boxes  of  sugar;  the  duties 
upon  the  importation  amounted  to  $16,019  24.  On 
the  Slat  of  the  same  month,  the  petitioner  having  de> 
termined  to  export  the  aaid  sugar  to  Amsterdam,  in  the 
ship  Ambition,  gave  due  notice  of  such  mtention,  and 
made  a  regular  entry  of  the  said  sugar  for  eiportatton ; 
a  permit  to  load  the  said  sugar  waa  iasued  at  the  cos* 
tom-bouae  on  the  Sd  of  fSeptomber,  and  the  ragar  was 
actually  laded  on  board  the  said  ah^,  iiader  the  inape^ 
tarn  ef  the  proper  officer,  and  the  retam  theivof  made 
Id  the  eoUeclort  the  ebip  lecaiving  her  elearanoeto  pm* 
oaed  to  aea  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  and  autu- 
alij  aaiied  oa  the  twenty  wwcoad  day  of  the  aaae  month* 
At  the  moment  of  the  clearance  being  granted  to  the 
ship,  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  in  New  York, 
and  a  great  number  of  the  citizena  left  the  city  in  the 
courae  of  a  week  from  that  time ;  and  the  petitioner, 
justly  alarmed  at  the  danger  to  which  he  waa  ezpoeed, 
and  partaking  of  the  general  consternation,  fied  among 
the  reat  A  general  interruption  and  sutpiension  dt 
buaineae  in  the  city  took  place  for  several  weeks,  and 
the  custom-houae  itself  waa  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 
On  the  30th  of  September,  the  petitiener  applied  t« 
the  Goatem-liouae  to  receive  the  debentune  t>r  the  draw- 
back oC  the  dtttiea  on  the  expertatkm  of  the  said  augar, 
and  oiiered  to  give  bond,  and  lake  the  oath  required  by 
law  in  the  caaee  of  goode  exported  lor  the  heoefit  of 
drawback;  but  the  eollecler  raftned  to  receive  the  oath 
or  bond,  or  to  grant  the  debentureai,  alleging  that  the 
ten  daya  lijnitad  by  law  had  expired,  after  the  clearance 
of  the  ahip,  and  that,  in  oonaequence  thereoft^the  draw- 
back r«vert)Bd  to  the  United  Statea. 

Repeated  and  preaaing  applicationa«  of  a  aimilar  na- 
tuie,  nave  been  made  to  Coogreea,  and  the  number  may 
be  expected  to  increaae.  In  all  of  them  which  have,aX 
varioua  times  been  before  the  Committee,  no  intention 
of  fraud  has  appeared.  Some  persona  have  uninten- 
tionally overstayed  the  time,  one,  two,  or  three  days. 
Others  have  been  prevented,  by  dangerous  sickneaa, 
from  attending  at  the  custom-house.  In  the  case  now 
under  cansideration,  the  yellow  fever  afflicted  the  city 
of  New  Yeik.  The  inhabitanta  fled  befora  its  dreadftil 
ravagea.  The  petitioner  pertook  of  the  general  cobp 
aternation,  and  left  the  city  the  next  day  after  the  clearw 
ance  of  the  ahip.  It  did  net  occur  to  him  that  he  would, 
thereby,  lose  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  the  augar  ia 
qoMtion  ;  and,  if  it  had  occurred  to  him,  it  ia  notprcri^ 
able  that  he  could  then  have  obtained  the  debenturea  by 
application  at  the  cuatom-honae.  It  waa  a  time  of  general 
alarm  and  agitation,  and  every  citizen  was  only  eager  to 
aave  himself  and  family.  The  aecurity  of  property  waa 
but  a  secondary  consideration. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  as  it  stands  at  present,  are  too  severe.  If  the  article 
on  which  the  benefit  of  drawback  ia  claimed,  ia  really 
exported  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  it  ia 
all  that  ought  to  be  required.  The  merchanta  are  s<^ 
licitous  to  obtain  the  debenture  certificates ;  they  be- 
come transferable  property,  being  negotiable  paper,  like 
Sromissory  notes,  and  are  receivable  at  the  custom- 
ouse  in  lieu  of  the  inward  duties.  No  man  would 
willingly  overstay  the  time  limited  by  law,  in  which  he 
could  apply  for  hia  debenturea ;  it  ia  for  his  intereat  to 
apply  early,  yet  it  may  aometimca  happen  that  he  wiU 
ooiit,  and  otwntay  the  tiiae;  hot,  auraly,  the  United 
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Statei  do  not  wish  to  enrich  their  treasury  in  this  man- 
ner. Our  revenue  is  derived  from  the  foreign  articles 
con«Qined  in  the  country,  and  not  from  exports.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  this  subject  can  be  placed, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  general,  and  not  a 
particular  bill  should  be  passed,  calculated  to  relieve  all 
the  applicants,  where  no  intention  of  fraud  shall  appear, 
and  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  the  time  in  taking 
tiie  oath,  and  giving  bond,  in  cases  of  goods  intended  to 
be  exported  for  benefit  of  drawback.  The  committee, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  the  petition  of  Isaac.  Clason  is  rea- 
sonable and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Commitfee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
whom  was  committed  on  the  twentieth  instant, 
the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the  oath,  and 
giving  bond  in  eases  of  drawback,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  contested  election 
of  CowLES  Mead;  when  a  debate  followed  of 
between  two  and  three  hours  length. 
-  In  the  course  of  tbe  discussion,  the  facts  as 
stated  io  the  report  were  either  considered  as  per- 
fectly correct^  or  as  partakinff  so  little  of  error  as 
not  to  invalidate  toe  concTusioos  drawn  from 
them.  Some  small  diversity  of  opinion  existed 
between  the  Committee  of  Elections  and  the  sit- 
tioff  member,  which  was,  however,  reconciled  on 
exmanation. 

The  debate  began  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  afterwards  prosecuted  in  the  House. 
Messrs.  J.  Clay,  Findley,  Bidwell,  G.  W. 
Campbell,  and  Elmer  advocated ;  and  Messrs. 
Mead,  Early,  Sloan,  Ellis,  N.  Williams, 
Broom,  and  Q,uincy^  opposed  the  report. 

The^opponents  of  the  report  represented  it  as 
embracing  a  great  Constitutional  principle,  rela- 
tive to  Slate  sovereignty  and  the  powers  of  the 
House.  This  question  arose  out  of  the  judicial 
powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  each  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  as  to  judging  of  the  election 
of  its  members.  In  the  first  article,  fifth  section 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  ^*eacb> 
House  shall  be  the  jud^e  of  the  elections,  returns, 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  members."  This 
section  embraces  three  distinct  objects,  on  which 
the  judicial  powers  of  each  House  might  be  ex- 
ercised ;  the  qualification  of  persons  returned  as 
members,  their  election  as  members,  and  the  re- 
turns of  the  person  selected.  With  regard  to  the 
point  of  qualification,  that  could  have  no  bearing 
on  the  present  question.  As  to  the  election  of 
persons  returned  to  serve  as  members,  the  Con- 
stitution has  given  to  the  several  States  the  poyrer 
to  regulate  the  lime,  place,  and  manner,  subject 
to  the  interposition  of  the  laws  of  Congress.  As 
to  the  returns  of  members,  there  is  no  limitation 
to  the  power  of  Congress  to  judge  of  them. 
What  power,  then,  is  given  by  this  section  ?  A 
judicial  power  alone,  ft  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
an  election  and  a  return  are  entirely  distinct  acts; 


where  one  ceases  the  other  begins,  and  vice  vena. 
Where,  then,  is  to  be  found  the  power  io  Con- 
gress of  prescribipjGT  the  time,  place,  and  manner 
of  making  returns^  That  such  a  power  existed 
somewhere  could  not  be  denied,  as  without  it  an 
election  would  be  nugatory.  Will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  this  power  is  vested  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, when  it  is  not  recognised  by  a  single 
word  of  the  Constitution  ?  It  is  clear,  then,  that 
as  the  Constitution  is  perfectly  silent  as  to  be- 
stowing such  a  power  m  the  General  Govern- 
ment, It  does  not  belong  to  that  Grovernment; 
neither  was  it  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  any 
power  specifically  given  to  the  Greneral  Grovern- 
ment.  If,  then,  the  power  does  not  belong  to 
Congress,  and  it  must,  reside  somewhere,  it  fol- 
lows from  the  theory  of  our  Government  that  it 
must  belonfl[  to  the  States,  and  that  the  only  pow- 
er in  this  House  on  the  subject  is  to  judge  of  the 
returns ;  not  to  decide  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner in  which  they  shall  be  made,  much  less  to 
dispense  with  the  regulations  which  the  States 
may  make  relative  to  them.  But  it  ma]f  perhaps 
be  asked,  how  the  judicial  power  of  this  House 
can  be  exercised  without  uniting  with  it  the  pow- 
er contended  for  on  this  occasion?  To  this  in- 
quiry the  answer  is  easy.  The  right  to  judge, 
and  the  rule  of  decision  are  distinct  things,  and 
while  the  right  to  judge  may  be  in  one  body,  the 
prescription  of  the  rule  may  be  in  another.  The 
rule  in  such  cases  as. these  must  be  a  State  regu- 
lation, when  it  relates  to  points  on  which  the 
States  have  exclusive  legislation.  If  this  case 
relates  to  a  business  in  which  Georgia  has  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  legislate,  there  can  be  no  other 
rule  than  her  legislation.  In  order  to  illustrate 
this  case,  suppose  gQcd  votes  should  be  offered 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  within  which  the 
election  was  directed  to  be  held  by  State  laws, 
will  it  be  contended  that  this  House  would  have  a 
right  to  direct  them  to  be  received?  Or  that  the 
Constitutional  rights  of  the  House  would  be  im- 
paired by  being  obliged  to  respect  the  regulations 
of  a  State  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  elections?  Just  so  as  to  returns.  The 
Constitutional  right  of  the  House  to  judge  of 
them  is  not  impaired  because  a  rule  of  judging  is 
prescribed  by  another  authority.  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  this;  it  is,  indeed,  a  leading  fea- 
ture in  all  the  political  institutions  of  the  United 
States.  The  power  to  judge  being  vested  in  one 
body,  and  the  prescription  of  the  rule  in  another. 
All  of  our  political  writers  have  considered  this 
as  one  of  the  most  important  features  in  our  in- 
stitutions. If  we  can  dispense  in  this  instance 
with  the  time  fixed  for  receiving  returns,  we  may 
dispense  with  State  regulations  in  other  cases.  If 
we  can  dispense  with  one  rule,  we  can  dispense 
with  all ;  and  while  the  States  are  constitutional- 
ly fixing  rules,  we  may  be  dispensing  with  them — 
a  conclusion  at  which  common  sense  revolts. 

With  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  the  will  ex- 
pressed by  a  majority  of  the  good  votes  given,  it 
was  observed,  that  that  could  be  only  ascertained 
by  some  legal  provision,  and  that  the  only  way  of 
giiarduig  it  from  abuae  was  to  preaerve  the  laws 
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of  the  Scute  io violate;  and  that  althoagh  iDeome 
few  instances  a  rigid  adherence  (o  them  might  be 
product! re  of  some  hardi^hip,  yet  in  ils  general 
effects  it  would  be  productive  of  much  greater 
good ;  and.  it  was  added,  that  that  spelcies  of  rea- 
soning was  as  novel  as  unsound,  which  went  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  a  State  by 
prostrating  the  laws  made  to  secure  them. 

To  show  that  the  law  of  Oeorgia,  limiting  the 
time  within  which  votes  should  be  received,  was 
obligatory  upon  the  House,  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment was  gone  into  to  prove,  by  a  minute  dissec- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  that  inasmuch  as  all 
powers  not  expressly  given  to  the  Qeneral  Qov- 
ernment  were  reserved  to  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  only  power  specifically  given 
related  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  liold- 
ing  elections,  and  not  to  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner of  making  returns,  no  such  power  resided  in 
Congress. 

From  all  this  reasoning  it  was  contended,  that 
though  the  House  had  a  right  tc  judge  of  the  re- 
turns of  its  members,  that  right  must  be  exer- 
cised io  obedience  to  the  rules  fixed  by  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  constitutionally  possessed  the 
power  of  prescribing  them,  and  that  they  must 
oe  considered  as  coodufive,  unless  revoked  or 
modified  by  Conffress. 

The  friends  of  the  report  remarked  that  the 

Cwer  of  the  House  on  this  subject  was  vested 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  declares 
that  ^^each  House  shall  be  the  jud^e  of  the  elec- 
tions, returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers ',"  and  that  this  power  was  distinct  from  that 
which  gave  ultimately  to  the  Legislature,  in  case 
they  saw  fit  to  exercise  it,  the  jpower  of  determi- 
ning the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions. The  words  "judging  of  returns,"  were 
comprehensive,  unrestricted,  and  inclusive  of  ev- 
ery step  incidental  to  making  returns.  The  power 
could  not  be  confined  to  the  mere  judging  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  certificate  of  the  returning 
officer,  as  that  would  be  nugatory.  It  must  like- 
wise include  the  manner  in  which  the  votes  were 
counted  in  districts;  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  transmitted;  the  place  appointed  for  receiv- 
ing them,  and  the  ascertaining  of  their  aggregate 
number.  It  had  been  truly  said;  that  where  the 
business  of  election  ceases^that  of  the  returns  be- 
gin ;  which,  therefore,  must  be  considered  as  em- 
bracing everything  after  the  votes  were  given. 
As  soon  as  an  election  terminates,  the  candidate 
is  elected,  the  only  thing  remaining  is  to  ascer- 
tain the  result,  and  this  is  done  by  the  returns 
made.  What,  then,  is  the  right  of  this  House  to 
judge?  According  to  gentlemen,  they  have  not 
a  right  to  judze  of  the  certificate  of  the  officers 
of  Georgia ;  they  have  not  a  right  to  iudge  how 
the  votes  are  transmitted;  but  of  all  this  the 
Governor  is  to  judge,  under  a  law  of  (Georgia. 
But  such  a  law  would  be  a  mere  nullity,  as  it 
would  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  words  of  the 
Constitution,  which  gives  to  this  House  the  entire 
right  of  judging  of  the  returns  of  its  members.  The 
fact  was  that  the  law  of  Georgia  could  only  be 
considered  as  constituting  j^he  Governor  the  or** 


gan  of  information  to  this  House,  which  is  the 
only  tribunal  to  which  the  returns  can  ultimately 
be  made.  >  So  considering  the  subject,  there  was 
no  reason  for  the  remark,  that  the  principle  con* 
tained  in  the  report  went  to  set  aside  the  law  of 
Gkorgia.  Should  the  power  of  the  House  in  this 
case  be  denied,  it  would  prevent  us  from  investi- 
gating any  case,  however  characterized  by  fraud, 
and  woulo  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  an  Executive 
officer,  the  power  so  guardedly  bestowed  on  each 
House.  It  is  inquired  whether  we  will  set  aside 
the  law  of  Georsia  by  the  decision  we  are  about 
to  make;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  adoption 
of  the  report  will  have  this  efiect.  The  law  of 
Georgia  says  that  the  Governor  shall  count  the 
votes  received  at  a  certain  day  ;  but  it  does  not 
say  that  the  House  shall  not  count  those  received 
afterwards.  We,  in  fact,  then,  carry  into  effect 
the  law  of  Georgia  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  only  in 
case  of  a  failure,  supply  the  deficiency.  Could 
there  be  a  doubt  of  the  principle  assumed  in  the 
report,  it  would  be  removed  by  a  denial  of  it  giv- 
ing the  power  to  any  petty  officer  of  the  State, 
by  suppressing  the  votes,  to  deprive  the  member, 
legally  elected,  of  his  seat.  Would  this  be  a  just 
principle  ?  Isit  not  our  principle  that  a  majority 
shall  govern  1  And  is  it  not  strange  to  say  that  a 
State  shall  have  the  right  of  violating  such  a 
principle? 

With  regard  to  a  return,  it  mip;ht  imply;  two 
things;  the  original  certificate  pt  the  presiding 
officer  in  each  election  district,  and  the  general 
certificate  of  the  whole  election,  the  several  parts 
of  which  were  held  ik  different  places.  It  was 
necessary  that  these  several  certificates  should  be 
examined  by  some  general  authority.  As  a  mat- 
ter, therefore,  of  necessity,  some  authority  must 
reside  in  the  States  to  count  up  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes,  and  to  certify  the  persons  elected. 
This  power  was  vested  in  different  ways  in  the 
several  States.  Whoever  exercised  it  could  be 
only  considered  as  the  certifying  officer,  whose 
certificate  was  not  a  decision,  but  simply  a  re- 
turn, subject  to  the  control  of  this  House,  which 
is  made  by  the  Constitution  the  judge  of  it.  The 
Constitution  says  the  House  are  to  judge  of  the 
returns.  Can  these  returns,  therefore,  be  conclu* 
sive  and  binding  upon  the  House?  If  so,  the 
power  of  judging  is  altogether  nugatory.  If  we 
cannot  go  out  of  the  returns,  and  judge  of  any- 
thing not  in  them,  we  cannot  be  said  to  possess 
any  power  over  tnem.  But  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  are  precise;  giving  the  unrestricted 
power  to  judge.  The  House  then  may  receive 
other  evidence  to  satisfy  them  than  that  found  oh 
the  face  of  the  returns,  and  on  such  evidence  tnay 
either  allow  that  which  is  not  in  them,  or  disal- 
low that  which  ia-  A  case  has  been  put  of  votes 
received  in  contravention  of  a  State  law,  after 
the  time^xed  for  receiving  them,  and  it  has  been 
said  that  these  votes  ought  not  to  be  received. 
Why?  Because  the  time  of  holding  elections 
being  expressly  vested  in  the  State  Legislature, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  Congress  not  having 
changed  the  prescribed  time,  the  State  regulation 
must  prevail.    Btu  let  the  case  be  pursued  fur- 
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ther.  S^ppoAe  such  votes  are  not  oolf  received, 
but  iDcluUed  iq  returns  made  to  ihe  Governor^  be 
18  not  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  rotes  gi?eo, 
the  State  law  only  directs  him  to  count  up  the 
votes  returned  ;  whether  they  ought  or  ought  not 
to  be  received  be  cannot  judge.  Of  this  the 
House  is  ilie  judge.  He  cannot  receive  evidence 
out  of  the  returns;  he  therefore  counts  up  the 
votes,  proclaims  the  person  having  the  highest 
number  and  the  returns  are  forwarded  to  t^is 
body.  They  are  in  due  form ;  but  votes  appear 
to  be  admitted  which,  by  the  law  of  Georgia; 
ought  not  to  have  been  admitted.  Is  the  House 
concluded  by  this  return  ?  Are  they  not,  on  the 
contrary,  empowered  to  go  out  of  it,  and  receive 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  improper  votes 
were  admitte4  ?  No  one  will  deny  it.  Further : 
suppose  the  preskliog  officer  to  have  refused  votes 
offered  in  time;  suppose  he  bad  refused  all  the 
votes  given  for  a  candidate  in  several  counties, 
the  Governor  could  notpsy  any  attention  to  these 
votes,  for  his  certificate  must  be  founded  ezclu* 
siuelv  on  the  votes  returned  to  him.  He  would 
be  obliged,  therefore,  to  certify  -as  duly  elected, 
the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  such 
voles,  although  it  might  be  proved  that  the  sup-  \ 

eressed  votes,  if  counted,  would  have  given  the 
ighei^t  number  to  another  candidate.  Could  not 
the  House,  in  this  case,  go  out  of  the  returns  of 
the  Governor,  and  allow  the  votes  fairly  given  to 
be  counted  ?  Is  the  election  to  be  affected  by  such 
omission  or  neglect  ?  Clearly  not.  In  the  prea- 
ent  case,  the  votes  in  question^  according  to  tbe 
law  of  Georgia,  were  lawfully  given,  aod  ought 
to  have  been  returned.  Had  that  law  been  ob- 
served they  would  have  been  returned.  In  ene 
respect  only  was  there  a  neglect  of  iu  Can  that, 
then,  be  said  to  be  a  violation  of  the  law  of  Greor- 
gia,  which  consists  in  giving  effect  to  its  provis- 
ions where  they  have  failed  to  be  observed  ?  The 
Sreat  principle  in  judging  of  elections,  ought  to 
e,  that  the  will  of  the  people,  fairly  eipressed. 
shall  govern.  And  that  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
prevail,  which  consists  in  giving  effect  to  good 
votes,  rather  than  destroying  them.  This  is  the 
principle  of  the  report.  Th.e  adoption  of  a  hos- 
tile principle  would  be  to  sacrifice  the  substance 
of  election  to  its  mere-shadow. 

The  suggestion  that  the  principle  of  the  re- 
port is  calculated  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of  the 
States  is  ideal.  The  judginor  of  the  election  of 
members  is  a  joint  authoritv,  residing  in  the 
States  in  the  firist  insunce,  ana  ultimately  tn  this 
House.  If  the  controlling  power  does  not  reside 
here,  it  resides  no  where-^there  is  a  blank  in  the 
Government.  It  cannot  reside  in  Georgia,  for 
the  power  is  not  concurrent,  and  if  not  here,  the 
States  must  inevitably  submit  to  every  irregular- 
ity that  may  be  practised  bv  subordinate  agents. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  law  of  G  *orgia  is  in 
force,  but  it  can  have  no  force  at  the  expense  of 
the  Constitutional  power  of  the  House.  But  was 
that  law  complied  with?  If  so,  the  present  con- 
test would  not  exist. 
It  was  true  tliat  laha  great  principle  wm  a  aousd 


one  which  sepantes  Bxeeative,  Legislative,  and 
Judicial  power.  This  might  be  an  argument  for 
the  institution  of  a  special  tribunal  for  tbe  trial 
of  contested  elections,  but  it  is  an  abuntiant  an« 
swer  to  show  that  this-  has  not  been  done;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  Constitution  of  thn 
General  Government,  as  well  as  the  constitutions 
of  the  several  States,  have  made  the  legislative 
bodies  judges  of  the  elections  of  their  members. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  various  firece> 
dents  were  quoted  from  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
some  of  which  were  considered  as  applicable  to 
one  side,  and  some  as  applicable  to  the  other  side 
of  the  question  at  issue ;  but,  on  a  full  examina- 
tion of  them,  thev  shed  so  faint  a  ligbt  on  the 
subject  that  we  nave  considered -it  unoeeessary 
to  notice  them. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  first 
member  of  the  resolution* submitted  by  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  viz:  <*  That  Cowles  Mbau, 
returned  to  this  House  as  a  member  thereof  for 
the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not  entitled' to  a  seat."— 
Yeas  68,  nays  53 — as  follows : 

Tsis — ^baac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bsrd« 
Joseph  Barker^  Harwell  BasssC,  George  M.  Bedioger, 
Siiss  Bettoa,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Fbanael  IKshop,  Joha 
Blake,  Jan.,  Thossas  Bloant,  Robert  Browoy  Joseph 
Bryan,  William  Butler,  Geoige  W.  CainpbeU,  Joha 
Chandler»  Martin  Chitteaden,  John  Claiboma,  Joseph 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Ccowi^ 
inshield,  Saauiel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  James  ElJio^ 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Sppes,  William  Ft»dJe/» 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Jasaes  M.  OamMt,  Edwia 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Ualsey,  John  Hamilton, 
James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Wal* 
tor  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jun.,  Jo- 
siah  Masters,  Nicholss  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gui- 
don 8.  Mamford,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin» 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennaylvanta,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Bammons, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  Ebeneier 
Beaver,  John  Smitie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
KiUian  K.  Van  Renaselaer,  John  B.  Varnom,  Matthew 
Walton,  RolMft  Whitehili,  Marssadoke  Williams,  Al- 
exaader  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— WilUs  Alston,  jun.,  Jsmes  M.  Brooal^  Joha 
Boyle,  Levi  Cssey,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Ciinlon^jua., 
Orchard  Cook,  Richard  CutU,  Esra  Darby,  John  Dav* 
enport,  jun.,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellas,  Wil- 
liam  Ely,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green.  Wil- 
liam Helms,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ken- 
an, Mich&el  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder,  Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwether,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiab  Quia- 
cy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russel,  Peter  Salllj, 
James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Beniamin,  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomsi, 
Uri  Traey,  Philip  Van  Cortiandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehUI,  Etiphalet  Wickes, 
David  R.  WUliams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas 
Wynns. 

The  qaestion  was  then,  put  that  tba  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Ht^uae  t* 
the  second  and  last  member  of  the  said  naolutioBf 
LA  Um  words  foUowiog,  to  wit: 
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H.  ovR. 


'•And  1^  TbomM  Spdding  m  entitled  to  •  feat  in 
m  Homty  «8  a  Representative  ef  tJie  Stele  of  Georgia :" 

And  moWed  in  the  affirmatiTe^yeas  66^  Days 
52f  as  foliows: 

Y«A» — ^Ismec  Anderson,  John  Anther,  Dlivid  Berd, 
Joseph  Barker,  Bar«r^  Beeset,  George  M.  B^inger, 
Barnebae  Bidwell,  Phaniiel'Biefaon,  iohii  Blake,  ran., 
IlioBias  BloQnt,  llobert  Brown»  Joeeph  Bryan,  Wil- 
liam Bntler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler. 
Martin  Chttteoden,  iohn  Claibome,  iampk  Clay,  John 
Cloptou,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jaeob  CrewninshMld,  John 
Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Bbeneaer  Elmer,  John  W.  Ep- 
pes,  WiUmm  Findley,  James  Fiak,  John  Fowler.  Jaaies 
M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silae  HaJsey, 
John  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes^  Joh^ 
G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knigb^  John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  junnJosiah  Masters,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8«  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newton,  Jan.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Kandotph,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Hea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G. 
Schanenian,  Ebenezer  tSeaver,  John  Smilie,  0*Brien 
Smith,  Bamoel  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Abram  Trigg, 
Kitlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joeeph  B.  Varnnm,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  Robert  Whitehilt,  Marmadoke  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston.        ^'  *' 

NATs-^WtUis  Alston^  jun.,  James  M.  Broom,  John 
Boyle,  Lem  Casey,  Matthew  Cky ,  George  Clinton,  Jan., 
Orchard  Cook,  Ric|kard  Cutte^  Ecra  Darby,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  BHlis,  WiN 
liam  Bly,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Gie«n,  Wil- 
liam Helmsk  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael 
Leib,  Henrj  W.  Livingston,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert 
Marion,  David  Meriwether,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Netsoni  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quinoy,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russel,  Peter  Sailly,  James 
Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henr7  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min, Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Danid  C'  Verplandt, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  EHphaiet  Wickes, 
David  R  WflHams)  Nathan  WilUaaie,  and  Thomas 
Wynne. 

Whereapon,  tfre  said  Thomas  BpkLtnnd  took 
his  seat  in  the  House,  as  a  Representative  for  the 
State  of  OoreJa;  fke  oath  to  support  the  Consti^ 
tutioR  of  tba  Doited  States  being  first  adminiirter- 
ed  to  hifn  by  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 


TBtfaflDAV,  December  86. 

TH«  House  resolved  fr^lf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan.  Gkorge  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier. 

The  bill  was  reported  withotii  amendment  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow.  ^  . 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  from  tlie  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  examine  the  certifi- 
cates and  other  credentials  of  the  members  return- 
ed to  terre  in  this  Hoose,  made  a  report,  in  part, 
thereupon  ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoa^e  to  whom 
Was  committed,  on  the  seventeenth  instant,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  <>(  Claims  on  a  petition 
cf  the  crew  of  the  late  United  States'  frigate  Phil' 


adelphia,  were  discbar]^  from  the  ooanderatioa 
thereof;  and  the  petitioaera  bad  leave  to  with- 
draw tlMir  petition. 

GENERAL  EATON. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  committea 
to  whom  had  been  recommitted  the  resoluiioa 
respectiag  William  EUtoa,  Esq. 

The  uriginal  reaolutioa  is  in  the  -  following 
words : 

Reaohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenteh 
tines  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congress  as* 
sembfed^  That  the  President  of  the  tJidted  States  be 
requested  to  present  a  sword,  in  the  name  of  Congress^ 
to  William  Eaton,  Esquire,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a'  small  band  of  onr  countrymen,  and  others, 
through  the  desert  of  T^ybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  conjunction  with  the  ex-Bashaw  of  that 
Kegency ;  defeating  the  Trfpolttan  army  at  Deme, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  sinaU  part  of  the  Naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  contributing  thereby  to  a 
suceeMfhi  termination  of  the  war,  end  the  restoration 
of  onr  c^ve  liiltow-eitszefls  to  liberty  and  their 
oountiy. 

The  select  eomtaittee  recommended  amending 
ft  by  ^obetftutifjg  '*a  ^old  medal  with^uitable  de^ 
vices,**  in  Heo  of  *•  sword."  and  striking  out  the 
word  ^'  at/'  and  inserting  in  its  room,  "  taking  the 
6ily  of.** 

On  agreeing  ¥0  the  first  am^endment: 

Mr.  J.  Clat  raid  be  was  far  from  wishing  to 
derogate  from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Eaton.  On  the 
contrary,  no  man  was  more  ready  to  bestow  the 
reward  his  gallant  and  good  condtret  merited. 
But  when  he  consulted  the  Journals  of  Congress, 
and  found  that  only  tfiree  medals  bad  been  con* 
ferred  during  the  whole  period  of  the  Rerolutioa* 
ary  War,  'in  which  out  Hoerties  and  independence 
had  beea  achieved,  and  considered  the  occasiohs 
on  which  tbey  had  been  grven.  he  could  not  con- 
sider the  present  ckse  as  entitled  to  the  same  ez-^ 
pressioo  of  national  gratitude.  He  could  not,  for 
instance,  Consider  the  taking  tff  Deme  as  equal  la 
rmportanee  to  the  capture  of  Cornwallis.  In  the 
more  recent  case  of  Captain  Decatur,  Congress 
had  only  given  a  sword,  though  that  officer  had 
carried,  captured,  and  burnt  the  frfgate  Phitadei- 
phia  and  was  afterward  the  first  mau  who  took  a 
gunboat  from  the  enemy;  which  exploits  were 
accompanied  by  ezertfoos'such  as  have  scarcely 
'been  precedented  in  similar  circumstances.  For 
alf  lb  i»,  Congress  conferred  a  sword  only.  Mr. 
Ci  sard,  he  believed  that  there  had,  in  this  instance, 
been  as  much  gallantry  and  good  conduct  dis- 
played as  in  the  case  now  before  the  Comtnittee. 
He,  therefore,  thooglit,  the  reward  bestowed  in  the 
One  case  would  be  adequate  to  the  other.  For 
these  reasons,  he  should  be  obllg«*d  to  vole  against 
the  amendmeat. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  rose  to  express  hfscoincidence 
of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
That  rewards  should  be  proportioned,  not  only  to 
the  exertions  of  those  claiming  them,  but  to  the 
dignity  and  importance  of  the  achievement  which 
drew  them  forth^  was  not  less  true  than  that  merit 
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should  be  encouraged  wherever  il  mtffbtapfiear. 
I  believe,  sir,  raid  Mr.  R.,  that  thegeDuemaD  who 
is  the  object  of  this  resolution  would  infinitely 
prefer — I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint- 
ance— I  judge  of  his  feelibgs  bv  my  own — I  am 
persuaded  that  he  would  set  a  far  greater  value 
upon  any  testimony,  however  small,  of  theuoan- 
imons  approbation  of  this  House,  than  on  the 
highest  token  of  applause  which  a  bare  majority 
could  give  him.  For  this  reason,  I  regret  that  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  changed  a  course  in 
which  all  seemed  disposed  to  follow  him,  for  one 
which  so  many  wer6  likely  to  disapprove.  It  has 
been  stated  that  but  three  or  four  medals  bad  been 
struck  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  one^  I 
believe,  for  Saratoga,  another  for  the  capitulation 
of  YofK ;  a  third,  perhaps,  upon  that  occasiooj, 
more  august,  when  the  Commander-in-Chief  ol 
our  Armies  came  to  resign  into  the  hands  of  the 
ci^il  authority  that  military  power  with  which  he 
bad  been  intrusted  for  the  salvation  of  his  coun- 
try. I  have  always  understood  that  medals  were 
struck,  not  so  much  in  compliment  to  an  individ* 
tial,  as  to  commemorate  some  great  national  event, 
and  '^e  are  now  called  upon  to  commemorate  the 

freat  national  event — of  what,  sir  ?  A  skirmish 
etween  a  few  of  our  country  men  and  a  handful 
of  undiscipUned,  half-<irmed  barbarians.  As  this 
question  is  rather  a  subject  of  taste  and  feeling 
than  of  argument,  I  shall  not  troubI<!  the  Com- 
mittee upon  it,  further  than  to  suggest4hat  there 
is  a  true  and  false  sublime  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
poetry,  and  that,  by  attemntii»g  to  soar  too  high, 
we  shall  only  plunge  into  bathos. 

Mr.  Bin  WELL.— I  agree,  generally,  in  the  prin- 
ciple assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  {gentleman  from  Virginia,  with  r^rd 
to  the  apportionment  of  rewards  to  the  degree  of 
merit,  and  the  importance  of  the  act  performed. 
When  the  subject  now  under  consideration  first 
occupied  our  attention,  it  appeared  to  me  that  a 
award  was  the  proper  symbol  by  which  to  express 
the  national  gratitude ;  but,  on  more  mature  re- 
flection, I  have  formed  a  contrary  conclusion. 
The  presentation  of  a  sword  would  appear  to  be 
more  appropriate  to  services  merely  military, 
while  a  medal  is  more  characterisiic  of  services 
of  a  mixed  natare.  performed  with  some  great  ob- 
ject in  view.  The  achievement|  which  is  the 
object  of  the  present  resolution,  is  not  merely  mil- 
itary, but  partly  military  and  partly  diplomatic. 
A  sword  would  not,  in  rank,  be  adequate  to  the 
enterprise  or  eqoal  to  the  service  performed.  This 
aervice  was,  in  a  great  measure^  voluntary.  An 
expedition  was  undertaken,  in  connexion  with  the 
ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  our  Government.  Mr.  Eaton  commanded  the 
army  of  the  ex- Bashaw.  For  these  reasons,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  a  medal  is  more  appropriate 
as  emblematic. 1  of  the  gratitude  of  the  country, 
than  a  sword  would  be.  In  point  of  examples 
that  may  have  been  set,  I  shall  not  go  back  to  the 
Revolution,  to  inquire  into  the  distinctions  which 
may  have  been  then  made  in  rewarding  different 
degrees  of  merit  On  a  late  occasion,  we  have 
•een  a  medal  bestowed  on  Commodore  Preble. 


With  (he  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  I 
agree  that  unanimity  would  ado  highly  to  the 
gratification  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  and  it  would  be  certainly  high- 
ly gratify inff  to  me  ar friendly  to  it.  I  am,  ttiere- 
fore,  sorry  that  an  nnanimoos  vote  is  not  likely  to 
obtain^  I  merely  rose  to  state  the  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  vary  the  motion  from  tu  original 
shape. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stantov,  the  resolution 
conferring  a  gold  medfil  on  Captain  Truxtan  was 
read: 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  striking  oat 
"  sword,"  and  inserting  a  *'  medal  of  gold  with 
suitable  devices,''  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  56^  nays  54. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  which 
the  House  immediately  took  into  consideration. 

Go  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  in  the  amendment, 

Mr.  J.  Clay  rose  to  express  a  hope  that  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  majority  would  agree  to  conferring 
a  sword  instead  of  a  medal.  He  declared  himaeu 
as  anxious  as  any  gentleman  could  be,  to  bestow 
in  this  ease  a  proper  tribute  of  respect;  but  he 
could  not,  in  conscience  or  daty.  agree  to  award- 
ing a  medal,  and  be  felt  himselr  under  the  neces- 
sitv  of  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Jackson. — Inasmuch  as  I  took  the  liberty 
of  expressing  my  approbation  of  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  when  this  subject  was 
previouslv  before  the  House,  and  am  now  of  the 
opinion  tnat  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  I  think  it 
proper  briefly  to  assign  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
shall  give. 

On  a  former  occasion,  I  was  governed  by  a  senti- 
ment of  feeling,  having,  at  the  same  time  a  regard 
to  precedents,  without  taking  into  view  the  case 
of  Captain  Decatur.  Without  derogating  from 
the  merits  of  others,  I  consider  his  merits  to  be 
as  great  as  those  of  any  other  man.  I  am  <tf 
ooinion  if  others  of  iiot  greater  merit  havereceiv- 
ea  higher  testimonials  of  respect ;  if  we  have 
made  a  distinction  between  men  of  eqoai  merit, 
and  assigned  to  subordinate  merit  the  same  re- 
ward as  to  those  wiio  have  achieved  the  liberty 
of  their  country,  it  is  time  to  stop.  It  Is  extremely 
delicate  to  compare  the  merits  of  particular  meiL 
where  all  have  deserved  well  of  theirt;ountr]r,ana 
deserve  its  respect  and  gratitude.  As  the  highest 
meed  is  due  to  those  who  have  rendered  the  great- 
est ser rices  to  their  country,  we  ought  not  to  as- 
sociate such  cases  with  those  of  a  lower  mde, 
because,  we  thereby  imjpair  the  testimony  of  grat- 
itude and  respect  so  justly  due  to  those  who 
achieved  our  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  Vabnom. — I  agree  that  every  expression  of 
national  gratitude  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
serf  ices  rendered ;  but  I  do  not  agree  that  it  onght 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  rank  ol  those  who  per- 
formed tnem.  This  circumstance  ought  to  make 
no  difference  in  the  return  of  gratitude ;  or,  ^f  it 
did  mske  a  difference,  it  ought  to  dignify  rathef 
than,derogate  from  the  degree  of  merit.  There 
should  beoo  differeneei  whether  the  ol^ect  of  o«r 
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gratitade  were  the  highest  general  or  the  lowest 
seoiioel.  We  all  know  that  Mr.  Eaton  was  in 
the  (Joited  States  three  years  since  ;  that  he  then 
formed  the  project  of  embarking  the  ex<Bashaw 
in  oar  serTice ;  and,  by  a  janotion  of  a  land  force 
with  our  naral  armament,  to  insure  peace.  This 
project  was  thought  by  many  chimerical,  yet  he 
was  permitted  to  attempt  it.  1  will  ask  if  a  greater 
enterprise  has  been  undertaken  by  any  general, 
wbaieYer  than  that  executed  by  Eaton  1  Look 
at  the  whole  of  the  transaction,  from  his  entering 
Egypt  to  his  going  on  board  the  frigate.  Look 
at  the  enterprise  he  planned !  I  do  not  say  it 
ought  to  have  been  warmly  entered  into  by  the 
Government;  but,  if  the  arrangements  he  had 
made  had  been  supported  by  two  or  three  thou- 
land  men,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  they,  would  have 
taken  Tripoli;  perhaps  a  less  number  would  have 
been  sufficient.  The  President  says:  "The  band 
'  under  Eaton,  and  their  successful  jentezprise  on 
*  the  city  of  Derne,  contributed,  doubtless,  to  the 
'impresHioD  which  produced  peace."  Look  at 
the  situation  in  whicn  we  still  should  have  been 
had  it  not  been  for  this  enterprise!  Th^re  is 
nothing  to  justify  the  idea  that  it  would  have  been 
in  the  power  of  our  navy  to  reduce  our  enemy  to 
terms,  unless  by  the  co-operaiion  of  some  force 
on  land.  I  believe  that  the  force  under  Eaton 
had  a  greater  effect  than  the  whole  fleet  in  pro- 
dacing  peace.  Yet,  if  we  oave  Preble  a  medal, 
for  which  I  most  cheerfully  voted,  by  Whom 
peace  was  not  effected,  shall  we  refuse  the  same 
reward  to  Eaton,  who  accomplished  the  object  ? 
I  do  not  believC)  since  our  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  there  has  been  a  comparable  en- 
terprise. For  these  reasons,  t  trust,  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 

Mr.  Elmer. — I  am  not  very  friendly  to  things 
of  this  kind  ;  I  believe  we  may  be  too  lavish  in 
bestowing  them.  .  But.  if,  on  this  occasion,  there 
is  to  be  anything  further  than  an  expression  of 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  services  ren- 
dered, a  medal  and  not  a  sword  is  the  proper  tes- 
timonial. Of  this  gentlemen  will  be  convinced, 
by  attending  to  the  conduct  of  our  nation^  as  well 
as  that  of  other  nations.  A  sword  is  given  for 
the  display  of  bravery,  to  inferior  officers ;  or 
there  is  sometimes  given  a  brevet  commission. 
We  recollect  that,  on  the  storming  of  Stony 
Point,  Qeoeral  Wayne  received  a  sword,  and 
those  who  beaded  the  forlorn  hope  were  reward- 
ed with  a  brevet  cbmmisyion.  To  deserve  the  na* 
tional  thanks,  it  is  necessary  to  coin  bine  success 
with  bravery.  A  medal  is  expressive  not  merely 
of  bravery,  but  of  bravery,  fortitude,  and  wisdom : 
to  merit  it,  there  should  be  a  combination  of  all 
three.  The  mere  taking  of  Derne,  therefore,  would 
not  alone  entitle  Eaton  to  gi-eat  praise;  but,  if 
everything  connected  with  the  plan  and  the  suc- 
cess which  crowned  it,  be  taken  inta  considera- 
tion, and  anything  other  than  thanks  are  bestowed, 
it  ought  to  be  a  medal.  If  "kword"  stood  in  the 
resolution,  -l  should  be  against  it,  as  .an  improper 
expression  of  the  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  offered -a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation, apprehending  he  had  been  misunder- 


stood by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Varni7M.)  ft  was  far  from  his  intention  to  say 
that  rewards  should  be  apportioned  amongst  men 
according  to  rank.  With  that  gentleman,  he 
would  be  a»  ready  to  acknowledge  merit  in  the 
private  sentinel  ins  in  the  field  marshal.  It  was 
in  the  dignity  of  the  action,  its  importance  and 
value  to  the  community,  that  he  should  look,  not 
to  the  commission  of  him  who  performed  it.  Acts 
of  heroism  should  never  pass  unheeded,  but  every 
day  did  not  produce  a  Codes,  or  a  Mutiu^.  It  was 
to  preserve  some  proportion  between  the  reward 
and  the  nature  and  value  of  the  service  that  he 
opposed  the  resolution  in  its  present  shape.  He 
wished  the  House  to  be  more  frugal  of  the  treas- 
ure of  public  applause;  it  was  more  precious  than 
that  which  all  seemed  ready  enough  to  guard.  In 
such  cases  it  was  always  safest  to  err  on  the  side 
of  economy.  Already  it  seemed  that  a  sword, 
presented  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  was  held  too 
cheap  a  recompense  for  ordinary  professional  ser- 
vice. Where  was  this  to  end  ?  The  utmost  pen- 
ury of  approbation  would  not  so  injure  the  tone  of 
public  sentiment  as  this  lavish  prodigality.  By 
neing  too  niggard  of  praise,  enterprise  might  be 
repressed,  and,  in  many  instances,  merit  stifled  in 
the  germ ;  but,  loo  great  a  profusion  of  honors 
would  almost  convert  them  into  a  disgrace,  would 
beget  an  overweening  vanity  fatal  to  real  great- 
ness. Every  roan  who  obtained  a  trifling  advan- 
tage over  the  enemy  would  conceive  himself  a 
Moreati  or  a  Nelson.  By  setting  up  this  transac- 
tion as  the  ne  plua  uUra  of  military  achievement, 
as  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  beyond  which  none 
ma^r  pretend  to  pass,  we  did  more  to  check  the 
spirit  of'adventurous  enterprise  than  if  we  took 
no  notice  of  it  at  all.  But,  say  gentlemen,  the 
person  who  is  the  object  of  this  resolution  acted 
in  a  twofold  capacity,  civil  and  4nilitary,  and  a 
sword  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  reward  mili- 
tary services.  But,  without  intending  a  ludicrous 
allusion,  if  the  gentleman  had  acted  in  as  many 
capacities  as  Lady  Bountiful's  butler,  it  would 
not  alter  his  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  vahie  of 
the  service.  .  If,  indeed,  there  was  such  a  politi- 
cal repulsion  as  the  gentleman,  from  New  Jersey 
seemed  to  suppose,  between  a  medal  and  a  sword, 
like  chemical  bodies,  having  no  affinity  to  each 
other,  we  should  have  to  give  both  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  have  to  add  a  vote  of  thanks  as  a  basis 
in  which  they  might  unite.  Who  could  doubt 
that  acts  of  as  great  personal  prowess  bad  been 
performed  on  obscure  occasions,  as  in  the  most 
important  engagetnents,  and  yet  the  one  descrij^* 
tion  of  service  was  generally  overlooked,  while 
the  other  was  liberally  rewarded. 

The  case  of  Captain  Truztun  had  been  cited ; 
he  remembered  perfectly  to  have  voted  a^ainat 
it.  Of  Captain  Preble's  case,  he  had  no  distinct 
recollection ;  he  had  no  hesitation,  however,  in 
saying  that  the  exploit  of  Truxtun  was  a  more 
proper  subject  for  a  medal  than .  the  present,  atid 
that,  without  entering  into  any  invidious  compar- 
ison of  the  conduct  and  valor  of  the  respective 
parties,  it  might  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
remarkable  national  event,  the  first  victory  of  an 
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infant  nnvy  over  an  Buroptan  force,  and  that 
force,  too,  said  to  be  superior  to  qur  own.  Everv 
Roman  history,  down  to  the  Conapend  of  Gold- 
smith, had  recorded  their  first  succe^s  against  the 
Carthaginian  fleet.  We  might  go  on  iavixhiag 
honors  until  those  who  wore  the  insignia  of  na- 
tional gratitude  would  become  the  muhitade,aQd 
those  who  were  withoiu  them  the  selpct  few.  He 
deprecated  this  waste  of  treasure,  which  was  val- 
uable only  in  proportion  as  it  was  sparingly  used. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  more  carefully  husbanded, 
for  be  feared,  unless  we  retrenched  in  this  article 
of  eipense,  that,  while  we  boasted  an  overfluw- 
ing  Treasury,  we  should  becooM  bankrupt  in 
reputation. 

Mr.  Varnoh. — Gentlemen  seem  to  be  of  opin- 
ion that  a  medal  is  the  highest  testimonial  of  na- 
tional gratitude.  I  think  differently.  The  high- 
est distinction  that  can  be  bestowed,  is  the  thanks 
of  the  nation  ;  the  next  a  medat;  and  the  last  a 
sword.  Gentlemen  will  find  that  this  is  the 
course  pursued  as  well  by  this  a^by  other  nations. 

Mr  KcLLY  next  rose.  He  said  I  view  the  af- 
fair in  a  very  different  light.  I  consider  it  of  great 
magnitude  and  national  importance.,  I  consider 
the  report  pf  the  committee  as  containing  nothing 
but  what  is  due  to  the  merits  of  the  gentleman 
who  is  the  object  of  it.    We  know  thait  the  Re- 

Spncy  of  Tripoli  was  at  war  with  the  United 
tales,  and  that  it  was  con.^idered  necessary  to  fit 
out  an  armament  to  compel  that  Power  to  act  to- 
ward us  more  consistently  with  the  principles  of 
jtt&tice.  In  the  course  of  the  operations  that  fol- 
lowed, it  was  the  misfortune  ofone  of  oar  national 
vessels  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  aad  of 
her  crew  to  be  taken  into  captivity.  Our  captive 
citizens  were  in  a  distressed  and  perilous  situa- 
tion, exposed  to  all  the  hazards  of  any  attempt 
that  might  be  made.  An  operation  on  the  town 
of  Tripoli  was  conducted  in  a  gallant  manner  by 
Commodore  Preble.  On  that  oecasion  he  not  only 
received  tbe  thanks  of  his  country,  which  gentle- 
men are  pleased  to  call  the  highest  reward  in  its 
power  to  bestow,  but  likewise  a  medal ;  nor  were 
the  services  he  rendered  on  that  occasion  too 
highly  applanded;  for  his  conduct  wasbraveaod 
gallant,  and  yet  he  did  not  effect  the  purpose  for 
which  the  enterprise  was  formed.  Eaton  had 
displayed  talents  seldom  united  rn  one  man.  He 
had  not  only  conceived  a  plan,  but  had  conducted 
it  with  a  decree  of  propriety  andgallantry  seldom 
to  be  met  with,  ana  which  the  President  has  re* 
cognised  as  conducing  to  the  conclusion  of  peace. 
Such  services  were  not«  therefore,  of  an  ordinary 
or  trifling  nature,  but  of  a  high  grade  and  char- 
acter. I  take  the  enterprise  of  Eaton  to  be  a  great 
national  event.  The  United  States  were  engaged 
in  a  war  attended  with  great  expense,  and  many 
of  our  citizens  were  in  captivity,  sufiering  great 
hardships.  Eaton  formed,  conducted,  and  carried 
a  plan  into  effect  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
the  release  of  our  captive  countrymen.  If  this 
is  not  a  national  event  of  some  consideration, 
which  merits  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.  I  know 
not  what  is.  It  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  the 
obtainmg  of  peace,  so  long  the  desire  of  the  Gov- 


ernment. For  these  reasons,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  voting  for  the  amendment,  and  I  only  regret 
that  there  is  a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  House. 
The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment;  which  was  agreed  to-^yeas 
58,  nays  53,  as  /ollows : 

Tbas — Willis  Alston,  jvnior,  faaac  Andaraon,  Silas 
Bstton,  Baroshas  BidwiOl,  Phanosl  Bbhop,  John  BUks^ 
jun.«  James  M.  Bnoonij.  John  Chandler,  Martin  Ghitr 
leoden,  John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad^  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jnhn 
Davenport,  junior,  Peter  Early,  iames  Elliot,  Calc^ 
EUis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WUliam  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Ham- 
ilton, David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenaa, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  iunior,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Patrick  Magruder,  Jonah  Masters,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely^  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pi^in,  jr., 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Scboneman, 
Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Smilte,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Sam  net  TaggarC, 
Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Samael  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thostpson,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUiaa  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vatnum,  Daniel  C  Verplanek, 
Peleg  Wsdsworth,  Eiiphalet  Wickes,  Marmadnk* 
WilUams,  Nathan  WtUiams,  and  Joaeph  Wiostoa, 

Nars-— Jolm  Archer,  Borwell  Basset,  Oeoigs  M. 
Bedingsr,  Thomas  Blovnt>  Robert  Brawn,  Joseph 
Bryan,  William  BoUer,  Geeige  W.  CampheU,  Joai^ 
Cky,  Matthew  Cky,  George  Clinton,  jun^  Esn  Dar^, 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  John  W.  Enpea,  Wilham 
Findley,  John  Fowler.  Silaa  Habey,  WUliaa  HeJm^ 
D|ivid  Holmes,  John  Q.  Jackson,  Waltor  Jones,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Maiion»  David  Meri* 
wether,  Jeremiah  Morrow.  John  Morrow,  Gwdon  S. 
Mumford,  Roger  Nelaon,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph 
H.Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pagh,  John  Randolpht 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  James  Sloan, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Rtchaid  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg,  Matthew  Walton, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Themes  Wynns. 

The  other  amendment  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  strike  oat,  in  the  said 
resol  uf  ion,  between  the  words  *•  army " and  **Deme," 
the  Word  "at," and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  *^&nd  taking  the  city  of,"  was  upon  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Stanton  moved  further  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  adding  the  following  words: 

**  B V  which  heroic  achievement  he  has  shown  himself 
<»pable  of  uniting  information  with  talent,  redaction 
with  experience,  and  stratagem  with  bravery." 

This  amendment  was  disagreed  to-^yeas  l,Bays 
101,  the  mover  alone  voting  for  iL 

Mr,  Smilib  expressed  his  regret  that  on  a  sobjeet 
that  so  eminently  called  for  unanimity,  and  on 
which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Eaton,  there  should  be 
such  a. diversity  with  regard  to  the  proper  trihate 
to  be  bestowed.  Considering  it  highly  desirable 
that  the  resoluti/^n,  before  it  received  a  final  vote^ 
should  be  so  modified  as  to  unite  the  varying  opin- 
ions in  the  Honse,  he  moved  a  recommitment  of 
it  to  a  select  cominittee. 
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Id  ibis  motion  the  House  eoDCurred — yeas  57, 
Days,  55,  when  the  resolation  was  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee  to  which  it  had  been  previ- 
ously referred. 


Fbidat,  December  27. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Sbth  HAtTiiiOB 
and  William  Stbdman,  from  Massachusetts^  a|»- 
peared,  produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  foif  therelief  of  Edward  Top- 
pan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  C^irrier,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  light-houses 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Roxbury, 
in  the  State  of  Massacnusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery. The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  nexL 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  a  resolution  to  inquire  wnether  any  fbr- 
ther  compensation  ought  to  be  allowed  to  any  of 
the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax,  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
eooimitted,  on  the  tenth  instant,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  dn  the  petitions  of  William 
Mattocks  and  of  Haines  French. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  buildings, 
and  the  application  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  them;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Nelson,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Joneb,  Mr.  Maoruosb, 
Mr.  Lewis^  and  Mr.  Hastings. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  sixth  instant,  the  petition  of  the  Du 
rectors  and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  be  dis-^ 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  that  the  8%id  netition  be  referred  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  the  Pufaiic  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was.  referred,  on  the  sixth 
instant,  the  petition  of  Anthony  Benezet,  and 
others;  and,  after  some  time  spent. therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ciadms,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fourth  inst. 
the  petitions  of  William  Mattocks  and  Haines 
French ;  and^  to  which  committee  it  was  also  re- 
ferred to  inquire  whether  any  further  compensation 
OQght  to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  two  resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  were  twice  read,  and,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

**  ReBohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitions,  respee- 
tivsly,  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

**  Ruokedf  That  no  further  oonpensation  for  services 
performed,  or  expenses  incurred,  than  what  is.  abeady 
9lhCow,— 11 


provided  by  law,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  coUectors 
of  the  direct  t^,  or  any  of  them." 


MoNOAY,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Chbistofber  Clabk, 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  beinstruqted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  erecting  the  town  of  Darien,  on  the 
Altamaha  river,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  into  a 
port  of  entry. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  light-houses  in 
Long  Island  Sound,  an(Lto  declare  Roxbury,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passied. 

A  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  public  lands, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
farther  and  reasonable  time  may  be  allowed  them 
to  make  payment  for  the  lands  by  them  respectively 

Eurchased  ;  and  that  the  interest  due  thereon  may 
e  relinquished. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  . 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio;''  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  the 
bilL  ehtitied  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  cit* 
izens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Government  of 
France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  Unit^  States,  by  virtue  of  the  convention 
of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  Republic,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  last  mentioned ; 
and  the  same  being  severally  read  at  the  Clef's 
table,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  aopointed  on  the 
twelfth  instant,  to  whom  it  was  referred  '|  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law  for  the  application  of  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and  making 
certain  public  roads,"  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Mr.  Ui^BOo  observed,  that  considerable  difficul- 
ties had  arisen  in  surveying  the  lands  in  Louis- 
iana, owing  to  omissions  in  the  law  passed  by 
the  last  Congress,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  representing  these  circum- 
stances and  stating  the  necessity  of  legislative 
interposition.  Mr.  G.  having  read  this  letter, 
askea  in  the  name  of  the  committee  and  obtained 
leave  to  present  a  bill  extending;  the  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  nnd  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  on  the 
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Potomac,  to  the  river  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday. 

iThis  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
States  to  appoint  three  Commissioners  to  lay 
out  a  road  from  Cumberland  on  the  Potomac  to 
the  river  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  four, 
rods  in  width.  The  CommissioDers  are  directed 
to  make  a  report  to  the  President  of  therr  proceed- 
ings, as  well  a»  the  expense  of  makii^g  the  road 
passable.  The  President  is  authorised  to  accept 
or  reject  the  report  in  whole  or  part.  If  he  shall 
accept  it,  he  is  then  authorized  to  obtfiin  the  coo- 
seoi  of  the  States  through  which  the  road  may 
pass;  and,  bavins  obtained  such  consent,  to  make 
a  turnpike.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  are  appro- 
priated, payable  first  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
reeervation  from  the  sale  of  lands  in  Ohio,  and, 
aeeondly,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  the  last  sum  to  be  chargeable  to  the  pre- 
ceding fund.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Siiith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Re- 
turn J.  Meigs,  in^  favor  of  allowing  the  Governor* 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  government  of  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  compensation 
for  services  performed  between  the  adoption  of  a 
constitution  by  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislature  under  that  constitution. 

A  question  arose  whether  tho«e  officers  should 
be  compensated  by  the  United  States  or  by  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

On  this  question  considerable  debate  arose: 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Moaaow,  Biowell,  Sloan, 
Jackson,  and  Dana,  supportios,  and  Messrs.  J. 
Clav,  STANFoan,  Smilu,  and  Alston,  opposing 
the  report. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  that  further  time 
might  be  allowed  to  consider  the  subject;  which 
notion  having  been  nes^atived — ayes  69,  noes  59, 
Messrs.  J.  Clay  and  Smilie  again  spoke  against 
agreeing  to  the  report,  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Snith,  the  Committee 
rose  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  the  House 
graated. 


Tuesday,  December  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Matthew  Lyon,  from 
Kentucky,  appeared,  produced  hia  credentials) 
wars  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Sloan^s  resolu-iion 
to  lay  a  tax  on  slaves  imported  into  the  United 
States,  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  giving  the  information  re- 
quested by  them  relative  to  the  discharire  of  Slate 
balances,  and  representing  that  New  York  is  the 
only  State  that  has  discharged  any  part  of  the 
reported  balances,  and  that  she  has  in  consequence 
been  allowed  a  credit  of  $222,810  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitanU  of  the  City  of 


Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 
public  road  may  be  opened  and  made  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  so  as  to  connect  the  northern  «'Xtrem- 
ity  of  Fourteenth  street,  in  the  naid  city,  with  the 
public  road  leading  by  Rock  Creek  Church  to 
Frederick  town. — Referred  to  Me$»ra.  Nelson,  of 
.Maryland.  Stbdman,  and  Bassitt,  to  examine 
and  report  thereupon  to  the  House. 
Mr.  Elliot  maved  the  following  reaolotion : 

Resohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide,  by  law,  tat 
fitting  and  preparing  —-^  navy  yards,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  on  or  near  the  shore  of  the  Atlantae 
ocean,  tor  the  reception  of  the  ahipa  and  veaaeln  of  wv 
of  die  Unifted  Sutes. 

Referred  to  the  committee,  appointed  on  the 
fourth  inatant,  on  so  much  of  the  MessOige  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
aggressions. committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreign 
armed  vessels;  to  the  defence  of  our  porta  and 
har^rs;  to  the  buildini^  of  seventy -four  gua 
ships;  and  to  the  prohibiting  of  the  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition. 

A  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of 
pitblic  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  between 
the  Miami  rivers,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  prayine  the  right  of  'pre-emption  to  certain 
sectiona  of  land,  in  the  said  Sute.  which  they 
have  respectively  improved  and  settled. — ^Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion,  it  waa 

Retched,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in* 
quire  whether  any,  and  what,  further  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  reap^cting  the  aecarity 
required  of  marshals  appointed  under  the^ author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  for  the  faithful  perform* 
ance  of  their  official  duties ;  and  that  they  hare 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tallmaoob,  Mr.  Ci^rc^ 
and  Mr.  Lyon,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resolution. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
sixteenlh  instant,  the  memorial  of  Return  Juoathaa 
Meiirs,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
committee  ipse  and  reported  a  resolution  tbereop* 
on ;  which  was  again  twice  read,  and  agteed  to 
by.  the  House,  as  follows : 

Removed,  That  the  proper  acconbting  officers 
be  authorized  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Qov« 
emor.  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
for  their  services  while  acting  in  those  capacities, 
respectively,  at  any  time  before  the  first  Tuesday 
of  March,  one  ibouAand  eight  hubdred  and  three. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  reaolution;  and  tiMit  the 
Comaaittee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  briai^  ia  the 
same. 

JOHN  DORR. 

Mr.  Crowninsrielo.  from  the  Committee  of 
Ciimmeree  and  Manufactures,  having  coneidered 
the  petition  of  John  Dorr,  of  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachu^etta,  referred  on  the  5th  iastaot^aub- 
iQiited  the  foUowing  re|N»^:  • 
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The  petition«r  itatw  that,  on  the  6th  of  Asg«$t  kit, 
ht  imported  into  the  duitrict  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
tuwo,  in  the  ship  Jenny,  from  Antwerp^  four  boxes  of 
Dulch  pisving  cards,  the  duties  of  which  amounted  to 
Dine  buniu'ed  and  Uiirty-«iz  dollaia.  Being  ignorant 
of  the  existence  of  any  law  refusing  the  drawback  on 
the  exportation  of  playing  cards,  the  petitioner  actu- 
illy  shipped  the  cards  for  the  East  Indies,  and  applied 
to  the  custom-house  to  receive  the  debeniare  certifi- 
cates, when  he  was,  (ox  the  first  time,  informed,  that 
playing  cards  were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  dj-aw- 
Oftck.  He  pleads  ignorance  of  th^  law,  and  has  made 
application  to  Congress  for  relied 

The  committee  find  that  playing  cards  are  refiised 
the  drawback  oa  sxportation,  under  the  provision  of 
'^the  act  for  imposing  mora  spscific  diitiss  on  the  im- 
portation of  certain  articles,*'  6tc^  passed  lS7tfa  Mareb> 
1804,  which  act  was  offioiallj  received  by  the  collector 
tt  Boston,  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  went  into  operation 
on  the  1st  day  of  July  IbUowing.    From  certificates 
exhibited  in  this  case,  it  appeafs  it  did  not  ocnir  to  the 
ooUectoi,  at  the  time  of  shipment,  that  playing  cards 
were  not  ootitled  to  the  drawback,  and  the  petitioner, 
also,  was  unaoquaiaAed  with  the  law.    The  committee 
are  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  petkioDer  onghl  to 
have  known  that  such  a  law  was  in  force.    It  would 
then  have  bean  at  his  own  option  to  have  repor^d  the 
cards  for  exportation^  and  in  this  case  they  might  have 
been   reshipped  in  the  same  bottom,  without  being 
hnded,  ana  no  duties  whatever  could  have  been  de- 
msnded  upon  them.    The  same  law  which  prohibits 
the  drawback  on  playing  cards,  refuses  the  drawback 
on  foreign  fish  and  nsh  oil.    The  importers  or  export- 
ers of  these  articles  might,  with  the  same  propriety, 
urge  complaints  against  the  law,  and  request  a  return 
of  the  duties  in  cases  of  exportation.    If  the  drawback 
on  playing  cards  is  granted,  it  would  he  fair  to  return 
it  00  all  the  foreign  fish  and  fish  oil  exported  since  the 
act  went  into  operation.    There  appears  to  have  been 
ample  time  for  the  law  to  have  been  generally  known; 
it  was  nearly  eighteen  months  from  its  passing  to  the 
time  of  the  exportation  of  the  playing  cards.    Although 
the  committee  are  convinced  that  the  petitioner  was 
not  informed  of  the  existence  of  the  law,  and  although 
they  are  of  the  opinion  that  his  situaition  is  an  unfor- 
tuaate  one,  yet,  considering  the  necessity  there  is  of 
preserving  uniformity  in  decisions  of  this  sort,  and 
taking  into  view,  also,  the  danger^hat  would  arise  to 
the  revenue,  in  repealing  the  law  in  this  panrticular  in- 
stance^ without  extending  it  to  the  other  articles  named 
in  the  same  act,  they  are  satisfied  that  the  relief  prayed 
for  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  recommend  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  lua  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  ind  the  Hooee  md- 
joaraed  to  Thursday  neit. 


Thursday,  JFanuary  2,  1806, 

The  Spbakhr  kid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  traosinitttng  a  report 
on  the  memorial  of  Peter  Laudais,  referred  to  him 
by  order  of  the  House,  on  the  16th  ultimo;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smitb.  from  the  Committee 
of  Ctaimd,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  opcretary,and  Judges,  of  the  late  Ter- 
titory  of  the  United  States  I^lurthwest  of  the  river 


Ohio;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 

Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sailly,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  16(h  uiiimo,  presented  a  bill  to  extend  jurfso 
diction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  State  judges  and 
Siaiecourts;  which  wax  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Ordered^  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Publio 
Lmds,  to  wiiom  was  referred,  on  ibe  eighteenth 
ultimo,  the  petition  of  certain  actual  settlers  oa 
landii  lately  ^^old  by  Congress  an  pre-emption  land^ 
lying  between  the  Miamies,  in  the  State  of  Ohi<k 
be  discharij^ed  from  the  consideration  thereof;  ana 
that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

ARMY  RSGULATIONS. 

Tbe  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing  ruhs  and  arti- 
cles for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  by  sections. 

On  reaching  the  eight q  article,  which  authorizes 
a  court  martial  to  punish  with  death  or  otherwise 
any  one  *^who,  being  present  at  any  mutiny  or 
sedition,  does  not  use  hts  utmost  endeavor  to  sup- 
press the  same,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without  ^lay, 
give  information  thereof  to  his  commanding  offi- 
cer," Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  mofed  to  strike  out 
the  words  ** death  or  otherwise." 

Messrs.  VAtNirM  and  Nblson  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  disagreed  to  without  a  diriston. 

In  a  sub^iequent  article.  Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbeli* 
moved  to  strike  out  that  part,  which  auihori2es  a 
court  martial  to  punish  with  death  any  one  who 
offers  riulence  to  his  officer. 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Campbell 
reprobated  the  idea  of  the  lives  of  citizens  being  in 
the  power  of  a  court  martml.  He  cnqaparad  soi- 
diers  to  mere  OEiachines,  froui  the  severity  of  the 
military  law;  he  said  almost  every  article  in  tbe 
bill  was  stained  with  blood ;  be  drew  a  parallei 
between  them,  and  the  civil  penal  laws ;  and  that 
when  men  know  how  small  ofiences  subjected 
them  to  death,  they  would  be  deterred  from  or  dis- 
gusted in  serving  their  country. 

Mr.  SotJTBARD  and  Mr.  Coofc  fotlowed  with 
similar  observations  and  armaments,  in  favor  of 
tbe  amendment. 

This  was  strenuousIy^  opposed  by  Mr.  R.  Nel- 
80if,Mr.SMiLiB,Mr.  Macon. and  Mr.  Tallmaoge. 

These  gentlemen  represented  the  nece8.sity  of 
the  bill  standing  as  it  had  hitherto  done  in  this  re* 
apect.  They  drew  a  picture  of  the  Army  without 
discipline,  where  every  soldier  might  think  him* 
self  at  his  own  disposal — of  an  army  being  ordered 
to  attack  tbe  enemy,  and  an  officer  refusing,  and 
drawing  hissword  on  his  com  man  ding  officer.  The 
necessity  of  a  code  oMaws  for  the  military  difier* 
ing  from  the  civil  law  was  demonstrated;  and 
having,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  gone  through  the 
Revolutionary  war  with  success,  and  in  pcaca 
found  no  ill  consequence  arising  therefrom,  they 
thought  it  neither  prudent  nor  safe  to  adopt  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  Tallmadob  said,  that  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  the  disobedience  of  soldiers  to  their  officers' 
eommands,  had,  at  one  time,  gone  to  such  a  length 
as  threatened  a  mutiny.  Tne  Adjutant  General, 
Lee,  was  struck  by  a  soldier  on  being  ordered  to 
do  his  duty.  The  commander  ordered  him  to  be 
tried  by  a  general  court  martial.  He  was  found 
guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  The  army  was 
drawn  up,  to  attend  the  execution;  upon  the  spot 
appointed  for  that  purpose  General  Leeinterpeded 
in  behalf  of  the  soldier,  who  was,  in  conseauence 
pardoned.  This,  however,  produced  a  good  effect 
in  the  army.  Mr.  Tallmauge,  brought  forward 
other  instances  of  danger,  when  soldiers  were  not 
subject  to  severe  laws.  Soldiers,  he  observed^  were 
a  description  of  men  that  must  be  ruled  with  se- 
verity— and  though  officers  were  invested  with 
this  authority,  they  were  ever  careful  in  exerting 
it.  So  far  from  i^  that  an  officer  had  an  esteem 
for  the  soldiers  he  commands — while  the  soldier 
himself,  acting  up  to  the  tenor  of  his  duty,  respected 
his  officer. 

The  question  being  now  called  for  on  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's amendment,  was  lost.  The  affirmative 
only  20. 

As  the  Committee  progressed  {n  reading  the 
bill,  numerous  amendments,  principally  verbal, 
were  made. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

CLASSIFICATION  OP  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Vaknum,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d  of  December, 
as  relates  to  the  organization  and  classification  of 
the  militia,  and  to  the  augmentation  of  the  land 
forces,  made  the  following  report,  in  part: 

In  relation  to  a  classification  and  new  organization 
of  the  militia.  The  most  extensive  view  of  this  part 
of  the  subject  whidi  has  occurred  to  the  committee  is, 
a  diviaion  of  the  militia  into  foilr  classes,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  viz :  thoee  between  eighteen  and  twenty- 
one  yean  of  age  to  oompoee  one  daos ;  those  between 
twenty-one  and  twenty-aix  to  compose  a  aeoond  class ; 
tiwse  between  twenty*six  and  thir^r-five  to  compose  a 
thud  class ;  and  those  between  thirty-five  and  fi>ity- 
five  to  compose  the  fi>urth  class ;  each  daaa  to  be  under 
a  aeparate  organisation,  and  to  be  commanded  by  seip- 
arate  corps  of  officers.  To  this  kind  of  organisation,  as 
it  ralates  to  the  first  class,  we  are  met  by  a  Constitational 
objection.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stataa, 
Congress  are  empowered  "  to  provide  for  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  reserving  to  the 
States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  Uie  officers.*' 

By  some  of  the  State  constitutions  it  is  provided, 
that  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  militia  shall  be 
chosen  by  such  of  the  persons  who  compose  therespec- 
tive  companies  as  are  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  so  that  there  is  no  Constitutional  provision  by 
which  such  States  can  appoint  officers  to  command  a 
dass  of  the  militia  composed  of  minors. 

Knowledge  of  tactics,  and  an  acquaintance  with 
flobordination  and  discipline,  are  aoqnurements  of  such 
importance  to  our  national  detoce,  that  the  promotion 
of  them  among  the  militia  ought  to  be  a  prinuary  object 
with  the  Government,  and,  no  doubt,  is. exceedingly 


desirable  in  the  minds  of  the  individual  citizens.  Bat 
such  means  ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  Government 
as  are  best  calculated  to  efiect  the  object,  vnth  as  iiftle 
fatigue  and  expense  to  individuals  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit  It  is  conceived,  that  the  fatigue  and 
expense  of  miHtaiy  discipline  is,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
proportionate  to  the  population  of  the  dififerent  parts  of 
the  country  where  the  duty  is  performed,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  is  proportionate  to  the  distance  each  individ- 
ual composing  the  different  corps  is  compelled  to  travel 
to  reach  his  pface  of  parade.  Under  the  preaent  or- 
ganization of  the  militia,  this  idea  is  fully  verified — the 
difference  in  the  expense  of  militia  meetings,  in  those 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  inhabitants  are  the 
most  dispersed,  when  compared  with  similar  meet- 
ings, in  the  more  populous  parts,  ia^ery  apparent ;  and, 
besides,  the  nature  of  the  case  compels  us  to  believe, 
that  (he  same  cause  will  pit>duce  a  similar  disparity  in 
militaiy  acquirement. 

These,  however,  are  evils  whidi  grow  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  and  cannot  be  remedied,  but  by  the 
increase  of  population,  because  the  principles  of  the  or^ 
ganizatibn  are  calculated  to  render  the  formation  of 
the  different  corps  as  compact  as  is  consistent  with 
proper  military  arrangements. 

By  the  organization  and  Classification  of  the  militia, 
in  the  manner  which  has  been  named,  the  limits  of 
each  corps  must  be  extended  over  four  times  the  quan- 
tity of  territoiy  it  now  occupies,  and,  conaeqnently, 
would  burden  the  citizens  with  a  proportionate  ad- 
ditional expense  in  the  acquisition  of  a  competent  poi^ 
tion  of  military  information,  or  operate  as  a  propor- 
tionate preventive  to  such  acquisition.  The  subject 
has  been  viewed  in  another  point  of  light — that  is,  to 
call  on  the  two  senior  classes  to  exercise  but  once  in  a 
year,  so  as  to  proportion  the  quantum  of  exercise  to  the 
extension  of  the  corps.  In  this  case,  all  the  evils  at- 
tendant on  the  extension  of  the  different  corps  over 
additional  territory  will  attach  to  the  junior  classes 
which  could  attach  to  them  in  the  other  caae,  and  the 
consequent  hazard  of  a  failure  in  discipline  will  remauu 

Mnitaxy  knowledge,  like  that  of  every  other  science, 
without  practice,  is  soon  forgotten,  and,  although  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  whole  of  the  militia  will  be  need- 
ed in  the  field  at  any  one  time,  yet,  in  case  of  invasion, 
it  is  very  possible  ihti  all  who  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
assailants  may  be  necessary  ;  and,  as  it  is  uncertain  at 
what  point  an  enemy  may  make  his  attack,  all  ahould 
be  prepared  to  meet  such  an  event ;  but,  from  a  defi- 
ciency in  discipline,  or  the  want  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge in  tactics,  in  the  two  senior  classes  only,  an  im- 
portant opportunity  for  a  speedy  extermination  of  an 
enemy  ought  be  lost,  and  the  Uvea  of  many  Taluable 
citiaens  put  in  jeopaidv.  It  is,  therefore,  beUeved  that 
this  experiment  is  inadmissihie* 

Another  view  of  this  soljecthas  suggeated  a  risssifi- 
cation  of  the  militia  by  agea,  under  the  existing  oigani- 
sation,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  designating  those  per- 
sons who  are  under  twenty-six  yoars  of  age  as  the  only 
proper  objects  of  militia  duty  in  the  field,  except  ia 
cases  of  great  emergency,  and  in  their  particular  vicin- 
age. From  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years  of  age  is  a  pe- 
riod of  life  in  which  the  young  men  of  the  United  States 
are  employed  in  completing  an  education,  in  punuit. 
of  mechanical  information,  or  in  acquiring  a  necessary 
acquaintance  with  some  other  branch  of  business,  oo^ 
cupation,  or  profession,  on  the  improvement  of  which 
they  calculate  to  obtain  a  subsistence.  From  twenty- 
one  to  twenty-aiz,  they  are  improving  their  prevjona 
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•cqniienants  in  tlwir  various  ooeapations  and  profta- 
noni,  and  thereby  laying  a  foundation  for  a  decent  sup- 
port of  themselves  and  families  through  life ;  this  is  a 
period,  also»  at  which  the  young  men  of  the  United 
States  generally  engage  in  matrimony,  and  become 
chargeable  with  fiumiUes,  all  which  renders  thatr  time 
Bs  dear  to  them,  from  eighteen  to  twenty-six  years  of 
sge,  as  at  any  other  period  of  life. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  an  arrangement  which 
would  compel  this  class  of  our  dtixens  to  bear  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  burden  of  national  defence,  might  just- 
ly be  deemed  a  departure  from  that  principle  of  dutri- 
bative  justice  which  ought  to  be  a  paramount  cfaarao- 
tanstic  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Staies. 

That  young  men  would  better  endure  the  fetigues 
of  a  long  campaign  than  those  more  advanced  in  life, 
is  not  doubted ;  but  whether,  on  a  sudden  emergency, 
they  would  be  more  useful  in  repulsing  an  enemy  than 
an  equal  number  of  enrolled  mihtia,  on  an  average  from 
eighteen  to  forty-five,  is  a  question  of  doubt ;  if,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  considered  that  the  advantage  is  in 
fevor  of  the  young  men,  it  is  confidently  believed,  that 
the  advantage  in  that  case  to  the  public  would  be  of  a 
sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  the  Government  in'im- 
posing  on  them  such  an  unequal  burden. 

If  the  proposed  system  should  be  adopted,  the  total 
derangement  of  the  existing  organization  of  tiie  militia 
must  be  the  consequence.     It  may  be  proper  here 
again  to  remark  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  vested  in  the  General  Government  the  power 
**to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;"  But  the 
same  article  of  the  Constitution  is  express  in  "  reserv- 
ing to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
ofBcers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress."    By 
this  arrang^ement  in  the  Constitution,  the  powers  ne- 
cessary to  piodaoe  ah  eflieient  militia  are  divided  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  the  State  gov- 
ernments.    In.  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the 
GenenJ  GovemmenI  on  this  subject,  Congress  did,  in 
the  year  1792,  pass  an  act  to  establish  an  nnifonn  mi- 
litia throughout  the  United  States,  w^ch  act  seems  to 
embrace  all  the  principles  in  the  case,  delegated  to  Con- 
gress.   Soon  after  the  passage  of  that  law  by  Congress, 
a  consideration  of  the  subject  was  assumed  by  the  Le- 
g^latures  of  all  the  States,  and  laws  have  been  passd 
by  all  the  States  for  carrying  that  syftem  into  effect,  so 
that,  by  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Government 
and  the  State  governments,  the  militia  are  now  com- 
pletely organized  and  oflScered  throughout  the  Union. 
It  ii  now  thirteen  years  since  this  system  has  been  in 
operation ;  the  people  practising  under  it  have,  in  a 
great  degree,  become  acquainted  with  it,  and  attached 
to  it;  and,  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  military  discip- 
Ime  is  rapidly-progressing  under  it,  and  it  cannot  with 
propriety  be  doubted,  that  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  existing  organization,  are  amply  com- 
petent to  a  defence  against. the  intrusion  of  any  invade 
mg  enemy.    To  derange  this  system,  then,  and  intro- 
duce one  totally  new  and  untried,  one  in  which  it  is 
&ot  certain  that  the  State  Legislatures  will  concur,  and 
which  is  of  doifbtfnl  aspect,  as  it  relates  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  this  important  crisis  of  our  national  afiairs, 
be  putting  too  much  at  risk.    They,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

JUaohedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  da^iflcatioii  or  new  otganization  oi  the  miiitia. 


Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday. 

COLLECTION  OF  DUTIEa 

Mr.  Saillt.  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far  amending 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating^ 
.or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disa- 
bilities accrued  in  certain  cases  therein  mention- 
ed," as  to  extend  the  powers  vested  in  the  district 
judj^cs  of  the  United  States  to  the  judges  of  the 
ladicial  courts  of  the  several  States,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

That,  by  the  dOth  section  of  a  law  of  the  United 
States,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  any  person,  having 
the  charge  and  command  of  any  ships  or  vessels,  to 
make  a  report,  within  twenty-four  hours,  of  the  arrival 
of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  such  arrival  to  make  another  report  in  form  of  all 
the  particulars  required  to  be  in  a  manifest,  dbc ;  and 
that  if  the  said  master,  or  other  person  having  the  care 
of  any  such  ships  and  vessels,  shall  neglect  or  omit  to 
make  the  said  reports,  or  any  of  them,  he  shall,  for  ead& 
and  every  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  9l>000. 

And  also,  that,  by  the  50th  section  of  the  said  law, 
masters  of  vessels  unloading  goods  without  a  permit 
shall  forfeit  $400. 

That  by  the  I05th  and  106th  sections  of  the  said  act» 
gdods,  wares,  and  merchandise  may  be  imported  in  the 
districts  on  the  northern  and  northwestern  boundaries 
of  the  United  States,  in  vessels  and  boats  of  any  bu^ 
den,  and  in  rafts  and  carriages  of  any  kind  and  natme, 
subject  to  the  like  regulations,  penalties,  and  forfeitnresy 
as  in  other  districts. 

Your  committee  observe,  that  the  intercourse  by 
water  between  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier  or  the 
United  States,  particularly  of  the  dislriet  of  Champlain, 
and  those  of  Canada,  is,  in  many  instances,  effected  in 
small  boats  or  canoes,  not  exceemng  three-quarters  of  a 
ton  burden ;  that  the  intercourse  with  Canada  is  not 
confined  to  the  water  communication ;  that  at  the  place 
where  the  line  of  forty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude 
separates  the  United  States  from  the  Britidi  territoiy. 
Lake  Champlain  is  sixty  miles  distant  fii>m  the  river  St. 
Lawrence ;  that  the  land  of  that  tract  is,  at  several 
pointS;  inhabited  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

That,  by  the  act  under  the  consideration  of  your 
committee,  for  mitigating  or  remitting  fines,  forfeitures^ 
and  disabilities,  any  person  that  has  incurred  fine,  pen* 
alty,  or  forfeiture,  by  force  of  any  law  of  the  United 
Sutes,  for  the  laying,  levymg,  or  collecting  any  duties 
or  taxes,  may  prefer  his  petition  to  the  judge  of  the 
district,  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  his  case ; 
and,  upon  an  inquiry,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  said 
judge  to  cause  the  facts  which  shall  appear  to  be  stated 
and  annexed  to  the  petition,  and  to  direct  their  trans- 
mission to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall 
thereupon  have  power  to  mitigate  or  remit  such  fine 
and  penalty,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  shall  have  been 
incurred  without  wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of 
fraud ;  and  to  direct  the  prosecution,  if  any  shall  have 
been  instituted,  to  be  discontinued,  upon  such  tenne 
and  conditions  as  he  may  deem  reasonable  and  just. 

Tour  committee  further  observe,  that  the  revenue  dis- 
tricts on  the  northern  frontier  are  at  a  distance  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  miles  of  the  place  of 
residence  of  the  district  judges  and  of  the  district  courts ; 
that  any  petitioners  from  tiiose  districts  would  be  forced 
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to  travel  from  eii  to  eight  hundred  mUes  with  their  evi- 
dences, in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  lienefits  con- 
templated by  the  law ;  that  the  persons  who  are  liable 
to  infringe  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
their  local  situation,  are  generally  pooc,  or  in  very  mod- 
erate circumstances ;  that  they  have  not  the  ability  to 
bear  the  expenses  of  so  long  a  journey. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  Lake 
Cbanplain  are  in  the  habit  of  transporting  their  pro- 
duce, such  as  pork,  butter,  and  cheese,  in  canoes  in 
the  summer  months,  and  in  sleighs  during  the  winter; 
that  the  distance  from  a  direct  route  by  land,  to  any  of 
tile  custom-house  offices,  oilen  exceeds  twenty  miles ; 
that  in  many  instances  those  people  will,  through  ne- 
^ect,  ignorance,  or  necessity,  unload  the  trifling  articles 
tisey  have  imported  before  a  previous  declaration  to  the 
custom-house  is  made ;  in  which  case  they  are  liable  to 
pay  a  fine  of  $1,0C0  for  not  giving  notice  of  their  ar- 
rival into  the  district  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  to 
pay  another  fine  of  $400  for  vnloadipg  without  a  per- 
mit, 

That  the  inhabitant  of  the  frontier  may  and  will 
often  be  driven  by  want  to  step  over  the  fictitious  bar- 
rier, in  order  to  obtain  from  his  neighbor,  across  the 
Bne,  a  single  bushel  of  com,  perhaps  the  price  of  bis 
labor ;  that,  by  such  an  act,  the  poor  man  makes  hiro- 
aelf  liable  to  pay  the  disproportionate  penalty  of  the. 
law,  and  that  the  difficulty  or  impossibility  of  petition- 
ing for  relief  is  a  stimulus  to  the  rapacity  of  a  wicked 
informer ;  and  that,  on  the  whole,  your  committee  be- 
lieve that  the  law  for  mitigating  and  remitting  penal- 
ties is,  in  its  present  fonn,  nugatory  as  it  respects  the 
firootier.  districfs,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  those 
districts  are  totally  deprived  of  the  means  of  obtaining 


Under  these  impressions,  and  ag^veably  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  e^rened  in  his 
letter  hereunto  annexed,  your  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion tbsut  the  powers  of  ^e  district  jvdgea,  and  of  the 
district  courts,  ought  to  he  extended  to  the  judges  and 
to  the  judicial  courts  of  the  several  States,  so  Car  as  it 
xeepects  the  revenue  districts  of  Champlain,  Sackett's 
HarboTi  Oswego,  Genesee,  Niagara,  Buffalo  Creek,  and 
Plreaqu*  Isle;  and  they  have  prepared  a  bill  for  that 
pvtfMMe* 

TmxAsumT  DxPARTifSirr,  Dec.  26,  1805. 

SiK :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant,  respecting  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
powers  vested  in  the  district  judges,  i;i  relation  to  the 
remission  of  forfeitures  and  penalties,  to  the  judges  of 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  several  States. 

As  those  forfeitures  and  penalties  can  only  be  incurred 
on  the  sea  border,  or  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the 
United  Sutes,  it  is  only  on  that  frontier  that  the  dis- 
tance from  the  residence  of  the  district  judge,  and  from 
the  place  where  district  courts  are  held,  renders  it 
almost  impracticable  for  the  parties  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  present  mode  of  affording  relief. 

The  inconvenience  has  been  remedied,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  Territories,  by  act  of  last  session.  There 
is  a  district  judge  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  one  in  that 
of  Vermont.  The  only  part  of  the  frontier  where  there 
Ss  just  ground  of  complaint  extends  from  Lake  Cham- 
plain  to  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  includ- 
ing the  revenue  dbtricls  of  Champlain.  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, Oswego,  Genesee,  Niagara,  Bufiklo  Creek,  and 
Presqoe  Isle.  I  think  that  it  would,  on  the.  whole,  be 
in  favor  of  the  revenue,  as  well  as  of  those  persons  who 


may  inadvertently  oomait  some  breadi  of  the  teHenno 
laws,,  were  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts,  in  those 
counties  which  include  the  above-mentioned  district^ 
extended  to  all  seizor^,  penalties,  and  forfeiuucs,  aris-» 
ing  under  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  same  powers,  in  relation  to  the  remission  or  miti- 
gation of  such  penalties  and  .forfeitures,  given  to  the 
presiding  judges  of  those  State  coorts,  whi^  hav«  been 
given  to  the  judges  of  the  dis^ct  courts  o£  the  United 
States.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  PsTsm  Saixxt,  Chairmanf  4e- 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  GommiUee  of 
the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Friday,  January  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  o[ 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  was  presented  to  the 
HoiiKe  and  read,  praying  a  revision,  alteralion, 
and  amendment,  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  en- 
titled ^'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the 
lilies  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  and  District  of  Lottisiana;"  that  legsl 
provision  may  be  made  for  securing  ifaeai  in  the 
right  of  common,  in  certain  lands  contignons  to 
their  settlements;  that  "the  holders  of  single  con- 
cessions may  be  placed  unoo  the  same  footing 
with  thoite  to  whom  double  concessions  were 
granted  by  the  Governments  of  France  and  Spain; 
and  that  Coogre&s  will  patronize  and  endow  pub- 
lic schools  for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  said 
Territory. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the^committee  appointed,  on  the  tenth  ultimo, 
on  the  petition  of  (he  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans;  and  that  Mr.  Robbet 
Whites  ILL  be  added  to  the  'said  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  John  Wbitehill,  absent  on 
leave. 

A  peritioa  of  P.  H.  F.  Bastrop,  of  the  Terri^ 
tor y  of  Orleans,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  he  may  be  indemnified  b^  a 
grant  of  lands  or  money,  for  the  loss  of  an  etclustre 
privilege,  granted  him  before  the  cession  of  the 
said  Territory,  to  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  for 
a  term  not  yet  expired,  apd  which  exclusive  prir- 
ilege  he  is  now  deprived  of  in  consequence  of  the 
said  cession. — Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on  alterations 
necessary  in  the  ^'  Act  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
couri>e  with  the  Indian  tribei^." 

A  memorial  aod  petition  of  John  DoagJassy 
chairman  of  a  committee  of  sundry  electors  of  the 
first  election  diMrictof  Pennsvlrania,  composed 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
county  of  Delaware^  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Michael  Leib,  one  of  the  members  re* 
turned  from  the  said  district  to  serve  in  this 
House,  for  the  said  Slate  of  Pennsylvania.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elecdonn. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  establi^ih  roles  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Committeei  haTit^poAsidered  the  remain* 


333 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


334 


Jancart,  1806. 


Impressed  Seamen, 


H.  OP  R. 


log  parts  of  ihe  bill,  secttoo  by  section,  reported 
the  same  with  sundry  anieodmeDts,  which  the 
House  took  into  immedrate  coD>ideratioB.  approv- 
jo^  sonae  and  rejecting  others;  when  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  observed  that  he  had  a  com- 
muoJcation  to  make,  which,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  required  the  galleries  to  be 
cleared  ;  which  the  Speaker,  thereupoD|  directed 
to  be  done. 

The  galleries  continued  closed  till  about  three 
o'clock,  when  they  were  opened,  and  the  House 
adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  January  6. 

The  Spkakes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  re- 
ceived by  liim  Irom  David  Ramsey,  repreaenting 
that  hisaoo,  thoujB^h  possessed  of  a  protection,  had 
been  ioi  pressed  by  the  Bri(i»h ;  and  that,  not  wit  h- 
Mandiag  bis  most  strenuous  jezertioos,  he  is  una- 
bJe  to  obtaia  bis  release.  The  letter  is  couched 
in  unlettered,  but  pathette  terms,  and  concludes 
io  the  following  auaaer :  ^'  I  ioat  an  estate  toy 
'  lending  money  to  carry  on  the  Revolutiooary 
'  war,  and  1  suffered  everything  but  death  by  be- 

*  ing  a  prisoner  among  them  (the  British^  in  Can- 
'  ada.  I  lay  fifteen  months  io  close  connuement, 
'  when  I  bore  the  rank  of  a  full  captain ;  and  if 
'this  is  all  the  liberty  t  have  gained,  to  be  be- 

*  reaved  of  my  children  in  that  form^  and  they 

*  made  slaves,  I  had  rather  be  without  it.  I  hope 
^  that  Congress  will  take  some  speedy  methods  to 

*  relieve  our  poor  di.**tresAed  children  from  under 

*  their  wretched  hands,  whose  tenderest  mercy  is 
'  cruelly." — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  ClfntOn  presented  a  memorial  of  the  mer- 
ehanu  of  the  city  of  New  York,  signed  by  their 
ahainnao  and  a  numerous  committee,  by  the 
unanimous  order,  and  on  behalf  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  said  merchants,  stating  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  has  been  deeply 
aggrieved  and  injured,  and  like  memorialists  them- 
sdves  subjected  to  heavy  and  unforeseen  losses, 
by  the  new  assumed  prinet|de,  adopted  by  the 
British  ti  ibunals  of  admiralty,  ^*  that  neutrals  may 
be  restrained  io  time  of  war  to  their  accustomed 
trade  in  time  of  peace ;"  a  principle  destructive  of 
the  hitherto  acknowledged  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
especially,  subversive  of  the  whole  export  trade 
to  the  United  Slates:  and  that,  appealing  to  the 
uoiver&al  and  inviolable  priociple  of  the  law  of 
natioost,  ^  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral,  consisting  of 
articles  not  contraband  of  war,  in  a  neutral  vessel 
employed  in  direct  trade  between  neutral  countries, 
and  puns  of  a  belligerent  country,  not  invested  or 
blockaded,  are  protected,"  the  memorialists  coo- 
ide  in  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the  National 
Government  to  devise  efficient  means  for  main- 
taming  and  protecting  the  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  abd  for  olacing  the  ports  and 
harbors  thereof  in  a  state  or  defence  and  security. 
—Referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Wuole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VaaNUM,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  MeSbage  which  relates  to  the 


organization  of  the  militia,  the  augmentation  of 
the  land  forces.  <Jbc.,  made  a  further  report  io  part, 
submitting  a  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  ot  the 
militia  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

iThe  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Unt- 
States  to  require  the  Executives  of  the  re* 
spective  States  to  hold  their  quota  of  one  hundred 
thousand  militia  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo* 
mentis  warning ;  authorizes  the  acceptance  of  voU 
unteer  corps  as  a  part  of  the  detachment,  and  ap- 
propriates    dollars  for  the  purposes  of  the 

act.] 

Mr.  Nicholson  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  education  of  youth  ia 
the  City  of  Washington,  stating  tiie  ofteasurea 
taken  by  the  board  in  the  establish meot  of  aa 
academy,  and  the  contemplated  establishment  of 
higher  laatitucions;  and  requestitig  Congrtsa  to 
aid  their  views  by  the  donatioo  or  city  Iota,  by 
authorizing  a  lottery,  and  by  sncfa  other  measures 
as  they  may  see  fit  to  take.— Referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five  members. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  various  accom- 
panying documents,  on  abuses  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt  being  receivable  in  payment  for 
lands;  and  on  the  vague  provisions  at  present  in 
force  relative  to  the' purchase  of  the  public  debt 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Hay- 
ing made  a  brief  explanation  of  these  .provtsionSj 
Mr.  R.  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in 
payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
tor  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  oi  the  Whole 
on- Thursday. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  act  to  authorize  toe 
receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  payment 
for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  March 
3, 1797,  and  so  much  of  any  other  acts  as  author- 
izes the  same,  shall  be  repealed  after  the  31st  of 
March  next,  and  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinkini;:  Ftind  shall  ndt  be  authorized  to  purchase 
the  public  debt  at  higher  rates  than  sixty  per  cent, 
of  the  nominal  value  of  the  three  per  cents.,  or  than 
the  nominal  value  of  its  unredeemed  amount  for 
any  other  species,  the  eight  per  cents,  only  except- 
ed, for  which  thev  may  give,  in  addition  thereto,  at 
the  rate  of  one  naif  olper  cent,  on  the  nominal 
value,  for  each  quarterly  dividend,  payable  from 
the  time  of  purchase  to  Jfan.  1,  1809.  At  the  close 
of  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  states  his  intention  of  submitting 
.to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  plan 
for  converting  the  three  per  cent.**.,  the  old  six  per 
cents.,  and  the  deferred  stock,  into  a  new  stock, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.;  by  which 
means  the  whole  public  debt  contemplated  lo  be 
discharged  at  a  certain  period,  may  be  extin* 
guished.l 

IMPRESSED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  observed  that^  at  the  last 
session,  there  had  been  a  return  made  to  the  House 
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of  the  American  seamen  ippres&ed  by  British 
resselsj  which  had  not  been  acted  upon.  Since 
that  period  these  impressments  had  increased  in 
a  most  astonishing  degree.  It  was  a  fact  that 
from  2,500  to  3,000  of  our  best  seamen  were  de- 
tained by  the  British.  We  want  the  seryices  of 
this  useful  class  of  men.  That  the  attention  of 
the  House  may  be  drawn  to  the  subject,  in  order 
that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  have  drawn  up  the  followmg  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Seoretaiy  of  State  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House,  a  return  of  the  number  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  who  have  been  impressed  or  detained  by 
the  ships  of  wsr,  or  privateers  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
names  have  been  reported  to  the  Department  of  State 
since  the  statement  was  made  to  the  House  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons impressed,  with  the  names  of  the  ships 'and  ves- 
sels by  which  they  were  impressed,  and  the  time  of  the 
impressment,  together  with  imy  facts  and  circumstances 
in  relation  to  the  same  which  may  have  been  reported 
to  him ;  stating,  also,  the  whole  number  of  American 
seamen  impressed,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war  in  Europe,  and  including,  in  a  separate 
column,  the  number  of  psssengerB,  if  any,  who  may 
have  been  taken  out  of  American  vessels  coming  to 
the  United  States  from  Europe. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  that,  in  seconding  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  felt  it  a 
duty  to  express  a  hope  that  the  resolution  would 
not  only  be  adopted  with  perfect  unanim.ity,  but 
that  we  should  no  longer  stop  at  the  precise 
point  of  the  adoption  of  a  simple  resolution,  call- 
inff  for  information  on  this  interesting  subject. 
The  information  which  was  laid  before  Uie  House 
at  the  last  session,  with  that  which  has  since  been 
derived  from  the  public  papers,  has  produced  a 
loud  expression  of  public  inaignation,  which  it  is 
our  duty  to  echo  with  enerey.  To  prefer  every 
consequence  to  insult  and  habitual  wrong,  is  a 
sentiment  of  the  Executive,  which  has  been  ad- 
mitted even  by  its  opponents  to  be  correct  and 
honorable.  Has  the  time  arrived  when  it  has 
become  indispensably  necessary  to  reduce  this 

Erinciple  to  practice?  Do  we  suffer  insult  and 
abitual  wrong?  Our  merchants  call  loudly  for 
the  redress  of  injuries.  I  hope  we  shall  redress 
them.  Let  us  extend  to  them  the  arm  of  national 
protection,  but  let  us.  extend  it  also  to  another 
class  of  injured  citizens ;  while  we  give  it  to  the 
rich,  let  us  not  withhold  it  from  the  poor.  The 
groans  of  our  impressed  fellow-citizens  mingle 
with  the  murmurs  of  every  gale  from  the  ooean! 
The  queen  of  that  element  ought  no  longer  to  be 
suffered  to  bespangle  her  diadem  with  the  tears  of 
American  seamen,  or  to  substitute  her  will  and 
her  interest  for  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 
It  b  to  be  hoped  that,  upon  this  subject,  we  shall 
take  an  attitude  worthy  of  the  nation ;  an  attitude 
not  to  be  abandoned  but  by  obtaining  complete 
justice. 

The   resolution  was  then  agreed   to  unani- 
mously. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Doug- 


lass, praying  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  a  commission  to  set  in 
Philadelphia,  (or  the  purpose  of  iovestigatiog  the 
election  of  Michael  Leib,  returned  as  a  member 
of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  if  the  same  be  found  illegal,  a  new  election 
may  be  granted,  reported,  that  haviois:,  according 
to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  they 
submit  the  following  report :    ' 

A  petition  against  the  election  of  any^person  retained 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  ought 
to  state  the  ground  on  which  the  election  is  contested, 
with  such  certainty  as  to  give  reasonable  notice  thereof 
to  the  sitting  member,  and  to  enable  the  House  to  judge 
whetiier  the  same  be  verified  by  the  proo(  and  if  prov^ 
whether  it  be  sufficient  to  vacate  the  seat;  and  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  give  evidence  of 
any  fact  not  substantially  alleged  in  his  petition. 
'  In  the  present  case,  Uie  petition  contains  no  direct 
or  specific  charge  of  an  illegaliW  in  the  election.  The 
only  allegations  are  general  and  indirect;  that  is,  by  a 
history  of  the  proceedings  of  certain  meetings  and 
committees  of  electors,  and  by  reference  to  a  subjoined 
report  of  one  of  those  committees  and  the  doeojDents 
accompanying  it,  which  documents  appear  to  be  seven 
ex  parte  depositions,  not  admissible  in  evidence,  and 
not  deemed  proper  to  be  considered  as  parts  of  the  peti- 
tion, by  being  generally  referred  to  therein. 

The  committee  are  Jot  opinion,  that  on  sudi  a  peti- 
tion there  can  be  no  satis&ctoiy  trial  of  the  merits  of 
the  election  in  question;  and  therefore  reconunend  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  vrithdraw 
his  petition  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same* 

The  House  iinmed  lately  took  the  resolution 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  it  without  debate 
or  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  one  o'clock.  The  doors  con- 
tinued closed  until  a  short  time  beyond  the  usual 
period  of  adjournment,  when,  on  motion,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  7. 

The  House  spent  the  morning  in  the  reception 
and  reference  of  petitions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolpb,  the  gal- 
leries were  cleared  at  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
continued  closed  until  the  House  adjourned,  about 
the  usual  hour. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  Marion,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  sixteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  to  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Tallmadqe,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals  \  which  was  read  twice 
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and  committed  to  a  Coioiaittee  of  the  Whole  oo 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  provide  for  light-hojuses  in  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  to  declare  Roxbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  with  an 
amendment;  to' which,  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  BiDWELL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  a  resolution  relative  to  William 
Eaton,  submitted. the  following  resolution: 

Ruohtd,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RenreMentor 
iives  of  the  United  States  in  Congreu  asaembledt  That 
the  thanks  of  Congren  be,  and  nereby  are,  presented 
to  William  Baton,  and  hie  brave  assodates,  for  their 
distinguished  services,  in  the  late  expedition,  planned 
and  condncted  by  him  against  Tripoli,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which  they  marched  from  Egypt,  through  the 
desert  of  Lybia,  and  With  the  co-operation  of  the  ex- 
Bashaw,  and  the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  defeated  the  Tripolitan 
army,  took  the  city  of  Deme,  and  essentially  contri- 
buted to  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restora- 
tion of  our  captive  feUow-citiaens  to  liberty  and  their 
coonCry. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Saturday. 

ARMING  THE  MILITU. 

Mr.  Varnum  obserred  that  it  would  be  found, 
by  the  militia  returna,  that  there  was  in  some  parts 
of  the  Union  a  considerable  deficiency  of  fire-arms. 
That  inquiry  might  be  made  into  this  subject, 
and  proper  arrangements  be  made  for  correcting 
the  evil,  he  movc3  the  following  resolution : 

JUiokedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  whatnieasares  are  necessary 
to  be  tdopted  to  complete  the  'arming  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States. 

The  House  immediately  took  this  resolution 
into  coosideratioo.  and  agreed  to  it,  with  a  modi- 
fication, sugg'eatea  by  Mr.  J.  C«  Smith,  referring 
it  to  the  committee  charged  with  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  which  relates  to  the 
militia. 

Mr.  VAmaM  said,  that  the  inquiry,  ditected  to 
be  made  by  thb  resolution,  might  be  facilitated, 
he  would  moTe  the  following  resolution : 

Resohfedf  Ttiat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of  fire- 
trms  fit  for  use,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  de- 
signating the  places  where  they  are  deposited. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  agreed  to. 

ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

The  bill  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  suggested  as 
proper  to  be  made. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  moVed  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  the  view  of  modi- 
fying it  so  as  to  render  more  definite  the  powers 
of  courts  martial,  and  particularly  that  the  power 
of  ioflictins  the  punisnknent  of  death  should  be 
more  guardedly  bestowed.' 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fisc,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Conrao,  and  Early  ;  and  lost 
— y^as  44,  nays  57. 

Mr.  Smilie  then  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
89th  article  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  verbal  amendments 
previously  suggested. 

This  motion  was  carried— -jeas  55,  nays  47; 
and  the  article  made  the  order  for  this  day :  when, 

At  the  request  of  Mr  J.  Ranoolph,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  two  o'clock,  and  remained 
closed  till  near  4  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tbursbat,  January  9.* 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
a  NaTal  Peace  Establish  men  t^  having  obtained 
leave,  submitted  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  en- 
titled an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday. 

[This  bill  repeals  the  second  and  fourth  sections 
of  the  act  recited  in  the  title,  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident to  keep  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peace 
so  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
vessels,  as  in  his  judgment  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require,  and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be 
laid  up  m  ordinary,  in  convenient  ports — directs 
the  public  armed  vessels  in  actual  service  in  time 
of  peace  to  be  oflkered  and  manned  as  the.  Presi- 
dent shall  direct,  provided  that  the  officers  shall 
not  exceed  thirteen  captains,  nine  masters  com- 
mandant, seventy-two  lieutenanta,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  midshipmen,  who  are  to  receive  no 
more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  while  not  under 
orders  for  actual  service,  and  provided  that  the 
whole  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  shall  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five ;  the  President  bein^p  at  liberty  to  appoint 
for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  surgeons, 
surgeons'  mates,  sailingmasters,  chaplains,  pursers, 
boatswains,  gunners,  sailmakers,  and  carpenters, 
as  may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary.] 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  89th  article  of  the  bill  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  of  war  for  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Having  verbally  amended  this  article,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  confirmed  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  the  article,  so  amended,  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to  day. 

The  House  took  into  consideration,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  biilprovidinff  light-houses  on  Long  Island 
Sound.  The  bill  therefore,  only  requires  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President,  to  be  a  law.  The  amend- 
ment directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
have  the  lights  so  constructed  as  to  be  distinguished 
from  all  other  lights  in  the  neighborhood. 

When,  about  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Tbom AS,  the  galleries  were  cleared.  They 
remained  closed  until  four  o'clock,  when  the  House 
adjourned. 
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of  the  American  seamen  impressed  by  British 
vessels,  which  had  not  been  acted  upon.  Since 
that  period  these  impressments  had  increased  in 
a  most  astonishing  degree.  It  was  a  fact  that 
from  2,500  to  3,000  of  our  best  seamen  were  de- 
tained by  the  British.  We  want  the  services  of 
this  useful  class  of  men.  That  the  attention  of 
the  House  may  be  drawn  to  the  subject,  in  order 
that  proper  measures  may  be  takeji  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  have  drawn  up  the  followmg  resolu- 
tion: 

Resohedt  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House,  a  return  of  the  number  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  who  have  been  imprefsed  or  detained  by 
the  ships  of  war,  or  priyateen  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
names  have  been  reported  to  the  Department  of  State 
since  the  statement  was  made  to  the  House  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons impressed,  with  the  names  of  the  ships* and  ves- 
sels by  which  they  were  impressed,  and  the  time  of  the 
impressment,  together  with  pay  facts  and  circumstances 
in  relation  to  the  same  which  may  have  been  reported 
to  hun ;  stating,  also,  the  whole  number  of  American 
seamen  impressed,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war  in  Europe,  and  including,  in  a  separate 
column,  the  number  of  passengers,  if  any,  who  may 
have  been  taken  out  of  American  vessels  coming  to 
the  United  States  from  Europe. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  that,  in  seconding  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  felt  it  a 
duty  to  express  a  hope  that  the  resolution  would 
not  only  be  adopted  with  perfect  unanimity)  but 
that  we  should  no  longer  stop  at  the  precise 
point  of  the  adoption  of  a  simple  resolution,  call- 
ing for  information  on  this  interesting  subject. 
The  information  which  was  laid  before  the  House 
at  the  last  session,  with  that  which  has  since  been 
derived  from  the  public  papers,  has  produced  a 
loud  expression  of  public  loaignation,  whioh  it  is 
our  duty  to  echo  with  enerey.  To  prefer  every 
consequence  to  insult  and  habitual  wrong,  is  a 
sentiment  of  the  Executive,  which  has  been  ad- 
mitted even  by  its  opponents  to  be  correct  and 
honorable.  Has  the  time  arrived  when  it  has 
become  indispensably  necessary  to  reduce  this 

Erinciple  to  practice?  Do  we  suffer  insult  and 
abitual  wrong?  Our  merchants  call  loudly  for 
the  redress  of  injuries.  I  hope  we  shall  redress 
them.  Let  us  extend  to  them  the  arm  of  national 
protection,  but  let  us  extend  it  also  to  another 
class  of  injured  citizens ;  while  we  give  it  to  the 
rich,  let  us  not  withhold  it  from  the  poor.  The 
groans  of  our  impressed  fellow-citizens  mingle 
with  the  murmurs  of  every  gale  from  the  ooean! 
The  queen  of  that  element  ought  no  longer  to  be 
suffered  to  bespangle  her  diadem  with  the  tears  of 
American  seamen,  or  to  substitute  her  will  and 
her  interest  for  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 
It  b  to  be  hoped  that,  upon  this  subject,  we  shall 
take  an  attitude  worthy  of  the  nation ;  an  attitude 
not  to  be  abandoned  but  by  obtaining  complete 
justice. 

The   resolution  was  then  agreed   to  unani- 
mously. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Doug- 


lass, praying  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  a  commission  to  set  in 
Philadelphia,  (or  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
election  of  Michael  Leib,  returned  as  a  member 
of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  if  the  same  be  found  illegal,  a  new  election 
may  be  granted,  reported,  that  having,  according 
to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  they 
submit  the  following  report :    * 

A  petition  against  the  election  of  any.person  retained 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representativea,  ought 
to  state  the  ground  on  which  the  election  is  contesied, 
with  such  certainty  as  to  give  reasonable  notice  thereof 
to  the  sitting  member,  and  to  enable  the  House  to  judge 
whether  the  same  be  verified  by  the  proo(  and  if  proved, 
whether  it  be  sufficient  to  vacate  the  seat;  and  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  give  evidence  of 
any  &ct  not  substantially  alleged  in  his  petition. 
'  In  the  present  case,  Uie  petition  contains  no  direct 
or  specific  charge  of  an  illegaKW  in  the  election.  The 
only  allegations  are  general  and  indirect;  that  is,  by  a 
history  of  the  prooeedingB  of  certain  meetiDgs  and 
committees  of  electors,  and  by  reference  to  a  subjoined 
report  of  one  of  those  committees  and  the  doeuments 
accompanying  it,  which  documents  appear  to  be  seven 
ex  parte  depositions,  not  admissible  in  evidence,  and 
not  deemed  proper  to  be  considered  as  parts  of  the  peti> 
tion,  by  being  generally  referred  to  therein. 

The  committee  are  x>f  opinion,  that  on  encfa  «  peti- 
tion there  can  be  no  satisuctoiy  trial  of  the  merits  oi 
the  election  in  question;  and  therefere  recommend  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same. 

The  House  immediately  took  the  resolutioa 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  it  without  debate 
or  divbiou. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  one  o'clock.  The  doors  con- 
tinued closed  until  a  short  time  beyond  the  usual 
period  of  adjournment,  when,  on  motion,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  7. 

The  House  spent  the  morning  in  the  reception 
and  reference  of  petitions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  gal- 
leries were  cleared  at  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
continued  closed  until  the  House  adjourned,  about 
the  usual  hour. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  Marion,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  sixteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  pass^  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  tour,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  to  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Tallmadqb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirty-Erst  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals ;  which  was  read  twice 


337 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


838 


January,  1806. 


ilrmy  BegtUatiaw, 


H.  or  R. 


and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  light-houses  in  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  to  declare  Roxbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Bi DWELL;  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  a  resolution  relative  to  William 
Eaton,  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Retohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre»entar 
tives  of  the  Vnited  States  in  Congress  assembled^  That 
the  thanks  of  Congren  be,  and  hereby  are,  presented 
to  William  Eaton,  and  his  brave  associates,  for  their 
diiBtinguished  services,  in  the  late  expedition,  planned 
and  conducted  by  him  against  Tripoli,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which  they  marched  from  Egypt,  through  the 
desert  of  Ly  bia,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  ex- 
Bashaw,  and  the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  SUtes,  defeated  the  Tripolitan 
army,  took  the  city  of  Deme,  and  essentially  contri- 
buted to  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  reetora* 
tion  of  our  captive  fellow-citiiens  to  liberty  and  their 
country. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
OQ  Saturday. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Varnum  obseryed  that  it  would  be  found, 
by  the  militia  returna,  that  there  was  in  some  parts 
of  the  Union  a  considerable  deficiency  of  fire-arms. 
That  inquiry  might  be  made  into  this  subject, 
and  proper  arrangements  be  made  for  correcting 
the  evil,  he  movc^  the  following  resolution : 

Resokedf  That  a  ODmmittee  be  appointed  to  consider 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  measures  are  necessary 
to  be  adopted  to  complete  the  arming  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States. 

Tbe  House  immediately  took  this  resolution 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  it,  with  a  modi- 
fication, aaggested  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  referring 
it  to  the  committee  charged  with  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  which  relates  to  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Vabrum  said,  that  the  inquiry,  diipected  to 
be  made  by  thb  resolution,  might  be  facilitated, 
he  would  move  the  following  resolution : 

Retohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  befine  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of  fire- 
arms fit  for  use,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  de- 
signating the  places  where  they  are  deposited. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  agreed  to. 

ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

The  bill  for  establishiog  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  suggested  as 
proper  to  be  made. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  moVed  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  the  view  of  modi- 
fying it  so  39  to  render  more  definite  the  powers 
of  courts  martial,  and  rarticularly  that  tbe  power 
of  iofiictins  the  punishment  of  death  should  be 
more  guardedly  bestowed.' 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fisc,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Conrao,  and  Early  ;  and  lost 
— yeas  44,  nays  57. 

Mr.  Smilie  then  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
89th  article  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  verbal  amendments 
previously  suggested. 

This  motion  was  carried— -jeas  55,  nays  47; 
and  the  article  made  the  order  for  this  day :  When, 

At  the  request  of  Mr  J.  Ranoolpb,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  two  o'clock,  and  remained 
closed  till  near  4  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad* 
journed. 


THUBaBAT,  January  9.* 

Mr.  Grego,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
a  NaTal  Peace  Establishment,  having  obtained 
leave,  submitted  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  en- 
titled  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  House  on  Tuesday. 

[This  bill  repeals  the  second  and  fourth  sections 
of  the  act  recited  in  the  title,  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident to  keep  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peace 
so  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
vessels,  as  in  his  judgment  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
yice  may  require,  and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be 
laid  up  m  ordinary,  in  convenient  ports — directs 
the  public  armed  vessels  in  actual  service  in  time 
of  peace  to  be  oflkered  and  manned  as  the.  Presi- 
dent shall  direct,  provided  that  the  oflicers  shall 
no(  exceed  thirteen  captains,  nine  masters  com- 
mandant, seventy-two  lieutenants,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  midshipmen,  who  are  to  receive  no 
more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  while  not  under 
orders  for  actual  service,  and  provided  that  the 
whole  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  shall  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five ;  the  President  being  at  liberty  to  appoint 
for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  surgeons, 
surgeons'  mates,  sailingmasters,  chaplains,  pursers, 
boatswains,  gunners,  sailmakers,  and  carpenters, 
as  may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary.] 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Uommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  89th  article  of  the  bill  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  of  war  for  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Having  verbally  amended  this  article,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  tbe  House  confirmed  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  the  article,  so  amended,  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to  day. 

The  House  took  into  consideration,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  billprovidiuff  light-houses  on  Long  Island 
Sound.  The  hill  therefore,  only  requires  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President,  to  be  a  law.  The  amend- 
ment directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
have  the  lights  so  constructed  a^?  to  be  distinguished 
from  all  other  lights  in  the  neighborhood. 

When,  about  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  galleries  were  cleared.  They 
remained  closed  untilfour  o'clock,  when  the  House 
adjourned: 
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Fbidat,  January  IQ.  | 

The  eighty-Dinth  article  of  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  for  esiablishin^  riiles  and  articles  for  the 

fovcfrniuent  of  ibe  armies  of  the  Uoited  Slates  was 
rough t  up,  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 
Resoloedy  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  ''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  goveinment  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  meiBorial  from  the 
Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  prafiog  that 
the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  relative  to  quarantines  maybe  extended 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  there  may  be 
erected  at  Jones' Point,  the  necessary  building  for 
the  accomoiodation  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
and  that  a  general  quarantine  establishment  may 
be  made  at  Junes'  Point,  at  the  public  expense; 
which  wasre/erred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  certain  proceedings  of 
the  Houseof  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  rel- 
ative to  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  and  the  im- 
?osition  of  postage,  which  wa9  referred  to  the 
^ost  Office  committee. 

At  about  12  o'clock  the  galleries  were  cleared* 
and  continued  closed  until  past  3  o'clock. 


Saturoat,  January  11. 

• 

*  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  exhibitiag  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  fire-arms,  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted State8|fit  for  use |de<(i|;tia ting  the  places  where 
they  are  deposited ;  by  which  it  appears,  that,exel«- 
sive  of  the  arms  in  the  hands  ot  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  Uoited  States^  there  are  deposited  in 
various  places:  113^501  muskets  with  bayonets, 
3,666  rifles,  62  fUsils,  1,938  pair  of  pistols,  and  916 
carbines. 

This  communication  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  arming  of  the  militia. 

A  short  time  after  eleven  o'clock,  the  galleries 
were  cleared.  They  continued  closed  until  four 
o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


Mom  DAY.  January  13. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  af  Randolph  and  St.  Cla ir.  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 

graying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  the 
urveyor  General  of  the  United  States  may  be  di- 
rected to  run  a  line,  commencing  at  a  place  called 

PayssB.  above  Cahokia,  and  ending  at river, 

below  Kav>ka>kia,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  include 
all  the  settlements  made  between  those  two  points; 
and  that  the  land  which  shall  be  so  included,  may 
be  exempted  from  the  mode  of  survey  and  terms 
of  sale  to  which  the  other  f  ufoiic  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  are  subject.— Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Laods. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  comprising  a  statement  of  the 
meaburea  of  the  Executive  relative  to  dbtaioing 


the  co-operation  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
against  the  reigning  Bey,  and  the  application  of 
the  ex-Bashaw  fur  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  accompanied  by  various 
elucidating  documents. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Clay.  Mr.  Jobn  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Roger 
Nelson,  Mr.  Crowptinsbielo,  Mr.  Qarnett,  Mr. 
FisK,  and  Mr.  Dickson. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
stating  that  great  oppression  and  injury  has  arisen 
to  sundry  citizens  of  the  said  State,  in  consequeoce 
of  a  claim  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  lo  eertaia 
lands  lying  within  the  boundary  of  Georgia;  that 
the  rights  of  Georgia  have  been  no  less  affected  and 
violated  thereby,  and  praying  that  Cvingress  will 
interpose  and  cause  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude  to  be  ascertaioed,  and  the  line  between 
the  two  States  to  be  plainly  marked — Referred  to 
Mr.  Spaloing.  Mr.  George  Washington  Cami^ 
BELi^Mr.  Thomas  MOore,  Mr.  Stanforo,  and 
Mr.  Eppes  ;  to  examine  and  report  their  opinion 
thereapoa  to  the  House. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  galleries  were  again 
cleared  on  motioi^  of  Mr.  Jackson.  The  House 
did  not  rise  till  near  five  o'clocL 


TDa«>AT,  January  14. 

The  House  coraoienced  their  proceedings  thil 
ntorning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  secret  sitting,  bar- 
ing yesterday  adjourned  while  the  doors  continued 
closed,  and  while  confidentikt  business  was  de- 
pendiog. 

The  Hoaseei^Btiniied  sitting  antil  threeVdoek, 
when  the  doors  wete  opened,  and  an  adjotuameat 
ensued. 


Wednbsdat,  January  15, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  an  aceoHatof  the 
grant  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  contin- 
gent charges  of  Government,  by  an  act  maktogap- 
firopriations  for  the  support  of  Cbvernment,  for 
the  year  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  five.  The 
Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  ttoe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  was  received  from  thePreaideot  of 
the  Uoited  States,  communicating  the  report  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operations  of  that 
ipstitution,  during  the  last  year.  The  Message 
was  read«  and,  togeUier  with  the  report  transmitted 
therewith,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  instant, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Peter  Landais,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  that  the  said  repurt  and 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Biowell,  who  ob- 
served that  he  nad  a  communication  to  make  that 
required  closed  doors,  the  galleries  were  cleared 
a buut  twelve  o'clock,  and  remained  dosed  till  four, 
when  the  House  adjourned. 
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Tbdbsdat,  Janutry  16. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  MeaD9.  presented  a  bill  making  an  Additional 
appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  (he  ap- 
propriatioa  for  the  naval  service,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five:  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  che  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryi  transmiitifig 
his  report  on  the  petitions,  of  the  Innsectors  of  the 
CtistoiDS  of  the  cities  of  New  Yotk^  Baltimore, 
and  Philadelphia,  referred  to  him  on  the  fifth  and 
twenty-til ird  of  December  last, and  on  the  eleventh 
instant.— Beferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  FiifDLET,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tentk  nit i mo,  pj^eseoted  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Georgetown,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 
JResalved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law,  declar- 
ing the  assent  ot  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
passed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  December  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  perfect 
titles  to  lands  reserved  to  this  State  by  the  cession 
act,  and  that  Che  committee  be  authorized  to  re- 
port by  bf^l.  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alsto*,  Mr.  O.  W.  Camp- 
BEi'E^  Mr.  CRiTTENDEff^  Mr.  Trigo,  and  Mr.  Lyon: 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  saiq 
reaolutioD. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
thecity  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the  House 
aofi  read,  stating  the  extreme   embarrassments 
which  have  arisen  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  new  assumed  prin- 
ciples by  the  belligerent  Powers,  respecting  the 
lights  of  neutrals,  and  the  restrictions  thereby  im- 
posed ;  that,  under  ihe  pressure  of  these  evils,  and 
the  mraeies  and  depredations  committed,  both  in 
the  Bofopean  and  West  Indian  seas,  on  their  law- 
ful commerce,  they  look  with  confidence  to  the 
protecting  arm  of  Qovernment,  and  pray  that  efil- 
cient  measures  may  be  devised  to  maintain  the 
rights  aiMl   vindicate  the  honor  of  the  United 
Slates. — Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  fur  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment. 


Frioat,  January  17. 

Mr  Gaaoo,  from  the  Cbmtnittee  on  the  PaHKe 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty-sev- 
enth altimo,  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Di* 


rectors  and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  considered: 
Whereupon, 

Resolted^  That  the  prayer  of  tbe  memorialiMs, 
so  far  as  respecis  their  application  for  twenty  niile> 
square  lots,  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  they 
have  l(*ave  to  withdraw  thetr  memorial. 

Mr.  Tenngy.  from  the  Committee  of  Revival 
and  Unfinished  Business,  presented  a  bill  further 
to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
establishing  trading:-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  compoitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  memorial  and  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  counties  of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  were  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  suggesting  the  expediency  of  a  division 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  the  erection  into  a 
separate  Territorial  government  of  a  part  there- 
of) of  the  formation  of  a  Western.  State;  of  the 
admission  of  slavery  into  the  said  Territory,  either 
unconditional  or  under  such  restrictions  as  Con- 
gress may  impose;  and,  also,  prayinef  redress 
against  certain  oppressive  acts  of  the  Executive 
authority  of  the  said  Territory  — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed,  on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on 
a  letter  from  William  Henry  Harrison,  Gover- 
nor of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

Mr.  Qrgoo  said  that  he  had  early  in  the  session 
offered  a  resolution,  which  he  thought  had  been 
at  the  time  referred  to  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole 
House.  'Finding  that  this  was  not  the  case  he 
rose  lo  move  that  it  should  be  so  referred.  This 
resolution,  as  follows,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion—*  ayes  68.  noes  21 — and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February. 

Raohedt  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  reg* 
nlating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal 
ofthe  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  th^  State  of 
Tennessee,"  as  appropriates  any  portion  of  said  lands  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfyhig,  quieting,  or  eooipensating  any 
claims  to  the  said  lands,  derived  from  any  act,  or  pre- 
tended act  of  the  State  of  (Georgia,  and  neither  recog- 
nised by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Skate  of  Georgia,  nor  em- 
braced by  the  two  first  sections  of  the  abovementioned 
act,  be  repealed. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  had  a  motion  to  make 
which  requhred  the  galleries  previously  to  be 
cleared. 

The  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared,  and  con- 
tinued so  for  about  two  hours;  when  the  doors 
were  opened,  and  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  presented  by  Mr  Coles. 

This  Message,  being  partly  of  a  public,  and 
partly  of  a  confidential  nature,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  for  a  short  time,  while  the  latter  part  was 
read.  The  doors  being  again  opened,  the  Clerk 
read  the  former  part  of  the  Mes-age,  relative  to  Bri- 
tish aggressions  on  neutral  rights.  The  Message 
contams  a  copy  of  a  letter  transmitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  April  1, 1805, 
on  the  impressment  of  American  i$eamen ;  and  the 
1  copy  of  a  letter  lirom  tbe  Secretary  to  Mr.  Mon- 
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loe,  dated  April  12, 1805,  o&  the  doctrine  lately 
set  up  by  Britain,  relative  to  neutral  trade.  Be- 
sides these  papers,  the  Message  enclosed  memorials 
from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  of  Newbury- 
port,  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  Charleston,  and  from 
the  United  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
from  the  Newport  Insurance  Company,  and  from 
the  Norfolk  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Thomas  moyed  the  reference  of  the  Mes- 
sage to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Nicholson  observed  that  a  subject  inti- 
matdy  connected  with  that  of  the  Message  had 
been  already  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means ;  and  moved  the  reference  of  the  Mes- 
sage to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Thomas  replied,  that  the  memorial  from  the 
merchants  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia on  the  same  subject,  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whofa  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  of  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  was  taken  and  passed  in  the  neg- 
ative— ayes  29. 

Mr.  Nicholson  then  moved  to  refer  the  Message 
to  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  said  he  could  not  conceive 
whya  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  It  had  no  connexion,  or  a 
very  remote  connexion,  with  revenue.  Surely,  said 
Mr,  C.  we  are  not  going  to  settle  our  difference  on 
this  point  by  pounds,  shillings}  and  pence.  He 
concluded  by  moving  a  reference  to.  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  the  Message  embraced 
two  distinct  points,  one  relative  to  spoliations  on 
our  trade,  which  might  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  other,  relative  to  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  which  would  most 
properly  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
'  Mr.  Nicholson  varied  his  motion  in  the  way 
su^ested  by  Mr.  Dana. 

The  House  concurred  in  his  motion  to  refer  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  spoliations  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — ayes  59, 
noes  13. 

So  much  of  the  said  Message  as  relates  to  the 
impressment  of  seamen  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  seven  members. 

Mr.  Qreqo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  di- 
rectors and  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company.  The 
report  states  that  since  the  date  of  the  memorial 
legislative  provision  had  been  made  for  all  the  ob- 
jects prayed  for,  except  one.  This  is,  that  a  grant 
may  be  made  in  aid  of  schools,  of  a  lot  of  land 
twenty  miles  square,  in  lieu  of  the  existing  appro- 
priation of  land.  The  report  concludes  witn  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorial,  so' far 
as  relates  to  the  application  for  a  lot  of  land  of 
twenty  miles  square,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report, 
and  concurred  iu  it  without  division. 


MoNOAY.  January  20. 
Mr.  OliN,  one  of  the  RepresenUtives  from  the 
State  of  Vermont,  presented  to  the  House  certain 


resolutions  of  the  Geno-al  Assembly  of  the  said 
State,  proposing  an  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color,  from  any 
of  the  West  India  islands,  from  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, or  elsewhere,  into  the  United  States,  or  any 
part  thereof;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Stanley  moved  the  following  resolution; 

Retohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  canse  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
a  general  return  of  all  and  singular  the  warlike  storas, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  within  the  same, 
comprehenciuig  ordnance  for  garrisons  and  floating  bat- 
teries, of  iron  and  brass,  from  a  forty-two  ponnder  to 
oannister,  grape,  dec,  with  carriages  and  implemsnti^ 
describing  the  condition  of  the  same,  whether  fit  or 
unfit  for  service,  noting  the  plaee  of  deposit,  and  midflr 
whose  direction ;  mortars,  faiowitsen^  beds^  and  travel- 
ling carriages,  of  different .  ealihres,  &ma  nine  to  two 
pounders,  with  crinleers,  boxes,  tumbrels,  ammunition- 
wagons  with  harness,  noting  where  situated  or  deposit- 
ed; shot,  sheUs,  grape,  and  cannister,  attached  to  the 
different  calibres  as  above;  ammunition  and  composi- 
tion of  powder  in  magazines,  arsenals,  and  gun-houaes. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson^ 

Refolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing,  by  latr,  for  the  legal  adjudication  of 
claims  set  up  by  persons  in  virtue  of  purchases, 
'  or  transfers  from  purchasers,  of  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  previous  to  the  emanation  of  granu 
under  their  authority. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coounittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Gk>v- 
ernor.  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  uking 
the  oath  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawbacl^ 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  said 
bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  naval  service,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  niotion  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  Hotise  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  a  bill  makiuijr  an  additional  appropriation  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
naval  service  during  the  year  1805. 

The  Chairman  having  read  over  the  bill,  Mr. 
Nicholson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum 
of  $350,000,  remarking  that  this  sum,  added  to 
that  already  appropriated,  amounted  to  9600,000, 
which  constituted  the  entire  deficiency  for  the 
last  year. 
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This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debater- 
yeas  78, 

The  Committee  rose  aod  reported  their  agree- 
ment  to  the  bill  with  the  above  amendmeDt,  which 
the  House  immediately  took'  ioto  eousideratioD. 
and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  (he  bill  to  be  engrossea 
for  a  third  reading  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geboo,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  extend  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  Cteneral  to  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Greoo  stated  that  the  object  of  this  bill  was 
to  place  the  people  of  Louisiana  with  regard  to 
the  public  lands  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
people  of  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Orleans, 
which  object  had  not  been  attended  to  in  the  acts 
of  Congress  recently  passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Grboo  moved  several  amendments,  whjeh 
were  agreed  to.  accommodating  the  verbal  lan- 
guage of  the  bill  to  that  made  use  of  in  the  other 
land  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkb,  a  new  section  was 
introduced,  allowing  claimants  of  land  either ^n- 
der  the  French  or  Spanish  Governments,  or  de- 
rived from  actual  settlements,  or  from  other  sour- 
ces, until  the  first  day  of  June,  to  give  evidence  of 
their  claims  and  have  the  same  recorded,  and  de- 
daring  all  other  claims  null  and  void  forever. 

Mr.  Qrjboo  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
allow  a  salary  of  8400  to  the  principal  surveyor, 
in  consideration  of  his  being  obliged  to  keep  an 
office,  and  being  thereby  disabled  from  executing 
many  surveys  himself. 

Motion  lost — yeas  26. 

Some  other  subordinateamendments  were  made, 
when  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment  to  the  bill,  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report, 
and  concurred  in  all  the  amendments,  except  that 
for  introducing  a  new  sectioh,  offered  by  Mr. 
Parks,  to  which  thev  disagreed,  only  ten  mem- 
bers rising  in  favor  oi  it. 

Mr.  Greoo  renewed  his  amendment  for  allow- 
ing a  salary  of  9^00  to  the  principal  surveyor, 
which  wa»  disagreed  to — veas  42,  nays  43. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readiog  to-morrow. 

ELIZABETH  PECKHAM. 

Mr.  Crow|iin8birld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  having  considered 
the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Peckham,  of  North 
Kington,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  widow 
of  Esnedict  Peckham^  referred  to  them  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, submittea  the  folbwing  report : 

The  petitionsr  states  that  her  hnsbsnd,  Benedict 
Peckham,  in  the  month  of  August,  1801,  sailed  from 
Rhode  Island  on  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies,  and  im- 
ported from  thence,  into  Washington  district,  North 
Carolina,  about  twenty-two  hogsheads  of  nun,  and 
there  entered  and  landed  the  same,  and  gave  bond 
ivith  Wifiuun  Ross,  as  surety  for  the  duties,  amounting 
to  six  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  ibrty-ibur 
cents.  That  the  markets  not  answering  the  eipecta* 
tions  of  the  said  Peckham,  he  relhipped  ,the  said  rum. 


^and  took  peasage  tfaeiewith  himself  for  New  York^ 
about  the  I8th  of  February,  1802.  That,  soon  after, 
a  violent  storm  came  on,  and  without  doubt  the  vesael 
and  every  person  on  board  were  lost,  as  they  have 
never  been  heard  of  aince  that  time.  That  &e  said 
Ross  was  obliged  to  pay  the  duties  on  the  rum,  and 
commenced  his  action  there^r,  and  attached  a  dwel- 
ling-house and  four  acres  of  land,  situated  in  Nordi 
Kingston,  in  Rhode  Island,  on  which  the  petitioner  re- 
sided with  her  children,  and  obtained  ju^igment  on  Ms 
suit,  and  caused  the  house  and  land  to  be  sold  at  auc- 
tion. The  petitioner  fnrUier  states  that  the  said  Peck- 
ham  died  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  the  remainder  of 
his  estate,  and  that  she  with  her  six  children  are  turned 
out  of  their  home  in  consequence  of  this  decision.   . 

The  petitioner  prays  that  the  amount  of  duty  on  the 
twenty-two  hogshead  of  rum  mfiy  be  refunded. 

The  committee  consider  this  as  a  hard  case,  and  if 
their  humanity  alone  was  to  be  consulted  on  the  oe- 
canon,  they  could  not  hesitate  to  recommend  ^at  the 
wished  for  relief  should  be  granted ;  but  they  cannot 
venture  to  recommend  a  doTiation  from  the  invariabie 
practice  of  the  House  on  all  similar  applications.  The 
deeiaions  have  been  founded  on  strict  commercial  jue* 
tice.  When  articles  are  imported  and  bonded  at  the 
custom-house,  the  duties  form  a  part  of  their  value, 
and  immediately  become  an  insurable  interest.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  the  rum  might  have  been  in- 
sured, (although  it  is  not  stated  that  it  was  insured^ 
and  the  loss  would  have  fallen  on  die  underwriters.  It 
is  true  it  was  not  consumed  in  the  country ;  this,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  make  any  difference,  if  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  article  was  going  from  port  to  port  in  the 
United  States,  with  coasting  documents,  no  bonds  hav- 
ing been  given  to  export  it  to  a  foreign  country.  U 
this  daim  b  allowed,  it  would  be  equally  ftir  to  re* 
fond  the  duties  on  all  goods  which  may  receive  dam- 
9f^  after  importation,  and  previous  to  dieir  coosump- 
tiouy  and  even  in  eases  of  foes  by  fire,  storms,  and 
from  every  accident  or  injury  whatever. 

Conaidering,  therefore,  the  danger  that  would  arise 
from  innovating  upon  tiie  revenue  i^tem  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  in  a  principle  of  this  magnitude,  the  com- 
mittee are  induced  to  oifor  the  following  resolution : 

Mesolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

«  • 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  motion  of  the  tenth  ultimo,  "for 
imposing  a  tax  or  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  head 
upon  all  slaves  hereafter  imported  into  any  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  would  not  take  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  a  resolutioui 
the  object  of  which  was  so  plain  as  rendered  it 
scarcely  possible  to  elucidate  it.  He  would  read 
that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  ^ave  Con-' 
gress  die  power  of  legislating  on  this  subject;  which 
was  so  clear  as  to  require  nothing  to  be  said  in 
addition  to  it. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  is  in  these 
words: 

« The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  ae 
any  of  the  States  now  exiBting  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress*  prior  to 
the  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  impoied  on 
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sacdi  importatioii,  not  oxoo^ding  ten  dolUn  for  eaeh 

person." 

I  coDceive.satd  Mr.  Sloamt,  tkat,  by  this  article, 
slaves  are  made  an  article  uf  importation,  in  com- 
mon  wild  other  articles  imported.  Confess  have 
the  same  power  to  lay  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  a  bead 
CD  them,  as  they  have  to  lay  an  unlimited  tax  on 
every  other  imported  article.  I  presume  every 
member  of  this  Committee  fias  duly  eoositlered 
the  subject,  and  has  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  resolution.  For  my  owp  part  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  (his  article  of  importation 
should  remain  without  duty,  while  allothers  pay 
one.  For  these  reasons  I  bope  the  Committee 
will  agree  to  the  resolution. 

The  article  of  the  Consiitutioi^  together  with 
the  resolution,  having  been  read  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Dana,  he  called  up«»n  tbe  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution to  assign  bis  reasons  for  using  the  word 
riopeti  instead  of  tbe  ward  penom,  tbe  term  i»ad 
in  tbe  Constitution.) 

Mr.  Clark  hoped  tbe  Committee  would  not 
agree  to  the  resolution.  He  was  no  advocate  for 
a  system  of  slavery  *,  but  be  supposed  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution  could  only  be  conNidered  as  ex* 
pressinj^  the^opiaion  of  Congress,  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  importing  slaves.  As  to  the  revenue  to  be 
raised,  ii  was  too  inconsiderable  to  be  worthy 
of  any  attention.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution,  because  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would 
be  partial  in  its  operation,  inasmuch  as  there 
were  only  two  States,  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, which  did  not  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  at  which  it  must  eoasequenily  be  con* 
sidered  as  levelled.  Tbe  more  be  reflected  on 
the  subject,  the  more  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  that  speoies  of  legislation  which  bore  exclusive- 
ly on  a  particular  section  of  the  United  States, 
nor  did  it  become  the  Gtovernmeat  of  the  United 
Stales  to  interfere  with  the  interoal  poitee  of  tbe 
States,  whi<:h  were,  in  this  re&pect^  sovereign  atid 
independent.  For  these  reasons,  he  trusted  tbe 
resotutioi^  would  not  prevarL 

Mr.  Early  rose  barely  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Clabk  )  in  tbe  remark 
he  bad  made  relative  to  tbe  State  of  Georgia. 
There  existed  no  law  in  that  State  permitting  the 
importation  of  slaves;  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
an  article  in  their  constitutiop  prohibiting  ft. 

Mr.  Marion  said,  this  was  to  be  considered  «s 
a  question  of  revenue.  With  regard  to  the  policy 
of  importing  slaves,  that  was  left,  until  the  year 
1806^  exclofiively  to  tbe  States.  If  this  resolution 
Was  intended  to  express  tbe  disapprobation  of  tbe 
General  Government  of  the  legitimate  act  of  a 
particular  State,  he  should  deem  it  proper.  As 
welt  might  Congress  undertake  to  express  its  dis* 
approbation  of  the  election  of  a  Gttvernor  chosen 
in  a  particular  State;  his  objection  arose  from 
the  partiality  and  injuHiice  of  the  resolution.  If 
in  operation  it  was  a9  extensive  as  it  appeared  to 
be  in  words,  or  if  he  thought  it  would  prevent  a 
aingle  slave  from  being  imported  into  the  United 
States,  it  should  receive  bis  hearty  support ;  but 
Ihe  very  limitation  of  tbe  tax  by  tbe  Constitution 
to  l^a  dullan,  w^  inieoded  to  prevent  Congcesa 


from  laying  a  duty  whteii  should  prevent  the 
impurtation;  it  could  not,  therefore,  prereut  the 
importation  of  a  single  slave.  It  fallowed  that 
reventie  coqld  be  the  only  object  Whether,  for 
this  alone,  we  should  lay  a  ux  that  would  hSk 
exolusively  oa  one  Stale,  was  worthy  of  consid* 
eration.  That  State  already  bore  her  full  propor- 
tion of  the  public  burdens,  and  even  more  than 
Ker  prpportion.  In  point  of  numbers,  she  eoQ« 
taiaed  about  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  Uoion, 
and  therefore,  on  tbe  basis  of  nnmbera,  ought 
not  to  be  called  on  to  pay  a  quota  of  more 
^ban  siz^  per  centum  on  tbe  "whole  ameont  of 
taxes.  Her  quota,  oq  the  prineiple  on  whieh 
dtrect  taxes  were  imposed,  ought  not  to  be  mora 
than  four  per  eentnm  and  four  hundredths.  Oa 
examination,  it  will  be  found  that  the  duties 
paid  in  South  Carolina  on  imported  atrtieles, 
amount  to  between  one  thirteenth,  and  one-foor- 
teenib  part  of  thewbole  duties  paid  into  tbe  Trea- 
sury, which  is  between  seven  and  eight  per  cent, 
of  the  whole.  When  it  is  considered  that  no 
goods  are  imported  into  South  Carolina  for  the 
consumption  of  the  other  States,  for  it  was  known, 
Mr.  M.  said,  from  the  operation  of  causes  which 
be  would  not  undertake  to  explain,  that  goods 
were  considerably  higher  in  Charleston  than  in 
tbe  other  States,  aad  that,  consequently,  a  cheap- 
er supply  of  eoods  could  be  obtained  frcNB  other 
Stales  than  from  South  Carolina ;  .and  when,  to 
this  circumstance,  it  was  added  that  South  Caro- 
lina paid  her  portion  of  duties  on  £lasc  Indht 
goods,  which  she  derived  from  the  importation  of 
other  States,  it  would  be  found  that  she  paid  a 
still  higher  proportion  of  duties.  Under  these 
considerations  are  Confess  prepared  to  lay  a  duty 
on  her  alone,  for  such  it  certainly  was  1  Coming 
from  the  State  he  did,  Mr.  M.  said,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed be  was  personalljr  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  fact  was,  he  was  as  free  to  act  on  it 
as  any  other  nember  of  the  House.  He  had  uni- 
formly opposed  the  importation  of  slaves,  and 
were  be  to  collect  the  sentiments  of  hia  ooostitu- 
ents  from  the  vote  of  their  immediate  Repreeeat- 
atives  on  a  recent  oocasion,  it  woold  be  found 
that  a  majority  of  tham  were  likewise  6ppoaed  to 
it.  As  to  himself,  he  was,  in  troth,  individQally 
interested  in  nreventipg  the  importation  of  slaves. 
He  never  ban  purehased,  nor  sbeoid  he  erer  pur- 
chase a  slave.  The  greater,  therefore,  the  restric- 
tioa  imposed  on  the  importation,  the  more  would 
it  raise  the  value  of  those  be  possessed. 

Mr.  SooTBARO  declared  himself  in  farorof  the 
resolution.  His  only  regret -was,  that  it  was  not 
in  tbe  power  of  Congress  to  lay  a  more  efiectual 
tax.  He  thought  Congress  bad  a  right  to  declare 
their  opinion  of  a  practice  so  injurtous  to  the 
country.  The  idea  was  held  up  in  tbe  Constiiu- 
tion  that  slaves  were  a  proper  object  of  taxation. 
He  believed  the  tav  would  prevent  few  peisons 
from  being  imported.  About  two  years  ago  a 
similar  resolution  had  been  agiutedin  this  House. 
It  was  then  said  the  Leffislature  of  Souff  b  Caro- 
lina were  in  session,  and  that  there  was  a  great 
probability  of  their  repealing  tbe  obnoxious  law. 
Oft  this  ground  the  consideration  of  the  resotatiea 
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was  postpooed.  Last  scsmod,  a^Mmliftff  retoliHioo 
was  bruught  forward,  and  was,  owing  to  a  ptre»- 
stire  g/  basioesit,  again  postponed.  Mr.  Soutiiard 
said  there  was  no  Joubt^  if  the  resolution  bad  befii 
tcted  upon  two  years  ago,  and  Congress  had  ex- 
ercised their  Constitutional  power,  it  would  haye 
prevented  a  vast  number  of  slaves  from  being  im* 
ported.  It  is  said,  however,  that  this  resolotion 
will  operate  partially  on  South  Carolina^  but  it 
bas  DOt  South  Carolina  particularly  in  view,  but 
principle ;  and  if  that  principle  be  correct,  let  it 
operate  where  it  may,  let  .toe  people  of  South 
Carolina  feel  the  weight  ot  it ;  it  is  right  they 
should.  As  the  proposed  tax  may  prevent  a  few, 
Derhaps  a  single  one  of  these  miserable  creatures 
iroin  being  torn  from  the  bosom  of  their  family 
aod  country,  in  violation  of  the  ties  of  nature  and 
the  prioci  pies  of  jQsiice^  the  time  of  Congress  will 
be  well  taken  up  in  imposing  it,Aor  has  any  Slate 
a  rityhi  to  complain  of  such  treatment;  for^  if  the 
traffic  is  profitsbble  ihcy  can  well  alTord  to  pay  for  it. 
Mr.  S.  coocioded,  by  declaring  ihM,  not  revenue, 
but  an  expression  of  tbe  national  sentim^t  was 
his  prinetpal  object.  * 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  black  men  were  not  the 
only  men  impoKed  into  the  United  States.  If  the 
object  of  this  tax  was  only  to  obtain  revenue,  (and 
it  really  a|)peared  to  him  that  we  wanted  all  the. 
revenue  we  could  get.)  it  might,  perhaps,  be  right 
to  get  as  much  revenue  as  possible  from  the  impor- 
tation of  men.  To  have  this  point  elucidated,  aod 
to  learn  the  precise  grounds  of  the  mover  in  offer- 
ing this  resolution,  he  moved  to  substitute  the 
word  persons^  in  lieu  of  the  word  slavet. 

Mr.  Ai^TON  said,  in  seconding  this  amend- 
ment, his  object  was  to  preserve  the  words  of  the 
Coobtitutioo,  instead  of  deviating;  from  them  into 
the  language  of  the  resolution.  He  defied  gentle- 
men to  show  him  the  word  slave  in  the  Constitu- 
tion: no  such  word  was  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. Here  Mr.  A.  read  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion already  recited,  and  then  proceeded:  The 
word  here  used,  is  perstm,  not  slave*  Where  the 
gentleman  found  the  latter  word,  I  am  altogether 
at  a  lo»s  to  know.  In  laying  this  tax  on  slaves,  we 
shall  defeat  a  very  important  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  says  all  taxes  and  duties  shall  be 
Dojform.  From  the  constitutioifs  of  the  South- 
ern States,  it  is  impossible  for  this  tax  to  apply  to 
tbem ;  and  in  many  of  the  other  States  there  is^  I 
believe,a  similar  provision  prohibiting  the  admis- 
sion of  slaves.  Under  the  constitution  of  Connec- 
ticut, every  man  is  free  the  moment  he  puts  his 
foot  on  their  ground.  This  tax,  therefore,  cannot 
apply  to  that  State,  unless  they  alter  their  ponsti- 
toiion,  or  their  steady  habits,  whichever  gentle: 
men  may  call  them.  In  Ohio,  there  is  a  like  pro- 
hibition. How  then  are  gentlemen  attempting  to 
legislate  on  the  subject  ?  If  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution were  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves, 
I  believe  I  should  join  them  in  supporting  it.  I 
am  willing  that  no  more  of  that  description  of 
people  should  set  foot  on  our  shores;  but  this  will 
not  be  iu  effect.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  par 
tial  in  ita  operation,  and  fall  exclusively  on  South 
Cacolioa  and  a  few  of  the  otker  States,  whose 


const ttnlions  permit  the  importation  of  slaves. 
With  these  constttutiona  Congress  are  presumed 
to  be,^and  are,  acquainted ;  their  acts  ought  to 
harmonize  with  them,  and  they  onght  not  to  pass 
a  law  which  does  not  operate  equally  on  all  the 
States.  In  the  present  instance,  we  see  Sooth 
Carolina  nearly  equally  divided  in  opinion.  Is  it 
proper  in  Congress,  under  these  cireumstaoceSj  to 
pass  an  act  to  censure  thenr?  Can  we  prohibit 
the  importation  ?  No ;  we  are  merely,  then,  saoc<* 
tioning  the  commerce,  and  imposing  a  tax  that 
amoilnts  to  nothing.  Wbat  good  reason  is  there 
for  bringing  forward  this  subject  at  this  time  ?  la 
two  years  we  shall  have  the.f>ower  to  prohibit 
the  trade  altogether.  Then  this  House  will  be 
ttnanimoos ;  no  one  will  object  to  exercising  our 
full  IDoostitutional  powers.  But  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject forward  in  its  present  shape  can  only  tend  to 
divide  us,  without  doing  the  least  benefit.  I  hope 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  adhere  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Smilie. — There  is  no  donbt  but,  by  the 
Constitution,  we  have  a  right  to  prohibit,  so  far  as 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  ten  dollar:!  can  have  the 
eflfoct,  the  importation  of  slaves  or  freemen,  pro- 
vided we  think  good  poHcy  and  humanity  justify 
the  measure.  Aofd  if  the  House  do  entertain  the 
opinion,  that  the  policy  of  the  United  States  re- 
quirea  a  prohibition  of  the  emigration  of  all  such 
persona,  they  will  agree  to  (he  amendment ;  thej 
hate  a  right  to  do  it.  But  I  do  not  belicre  this  is 
the  disposition  of  the  present  House,  or  of  any 
that  has  sat  ander  the  Con^titotion.  The  gentle- 
man rests  his  amendment  on  the  word  person, 
and  concludes  it  to  be  necessary,  because  the  word 
slave  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  I  re- 
joice that  that  word  is  not  in  the  Constituiion ;  its 
iK>t  beiag  there  does  honor  to  the  worthies  who 
would  not  suffer  it  to  become  a  part  of  it.  What 
ftre  the  facts  connected  with  this  business?  They 
are  these:  When  Congress  were  sitting  and  legis- 
lating for  a  free  people^  they  determined  not  to 
stain  the  Constitution  with  that  word.  The  thing 
was  per/ectly  anderstood  in  the  Convention.  The 
power,  as  it  stands  modified,  was  the  rcbult  of  that 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise  which,  in 
this  as  in  many  other  instances,  cbaraeierizes  the 
Constitution.  With  regard  to  the  allegation,  that 
this  tax  would  operate  partially  and  severely,  I 
see,  on  reflection,  nothing  in  it.  The  right  to  Im- 
pose duties  on  all  other  articles  except  this,  is  un- 
limited, and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  thfa 
instance,  has  the  power  completely  to  get  rid  of 
this  tax.  She  has  only  to  repeal  her  law,  and  she 
will  have  no  tax  to  pay.  But  if  that  or  any  other 
Stale  pursue  a  trade  which  justice  or  good  policy 
forbid,  they  must"  submit  to  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress.  We  are  placed  now  in  a 
delicate  and  trying  situation;  the  resolution  ia 
actually  before  us;  and  the  only  question  is,  whe- 
ther we  will  or  will  not  declare  our  approbation 
of  this  iniquitous  traffic.  As  to  revenue,  it  is  oa 
object  to  me.  Revenue,  no  doubt,  will  grow  oirt 
of  the  measure,  but  that  alone  would  not  induce 
nM  to  patronise  it.    I  Intf  e  another  and  a  higher 
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object— to  express  our  disapprobation  of  this  traf- 
fic, to  maoifest  to  the  world  that,  as  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  a  free  people,  we  will,  as  far  as  we 
can,  eiEpress  our  opinion  of  it. 

The  Chairman  here  interrupted  Mr.  Sm ilib,  by 
stating  that  the  question  was  on  the  amendment, 
to  which  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  must  be  con- 
fined. 

Mr.  FxsK  hoped  that  the  amendment  would  not 
pevail.  Gentlemen  tell  us 'the  resolution  must 
be  in  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  is 
partial.  He  would  consider  how  far  this  argu- 
ment would  carry  them.  It  is  observed  that  it  is 
improper  tocall  in  question  the  rigbtsof  the  States; 
but,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  if  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts should  prohibit  her  citizens  from  consuming 
tea  or  cofiee.  Congress  would  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  repealing  the  duties  on  those  articles,  and 
in  this  way  many  other  acts  of  the  States  would 
preyent  Congress  from  exercising  their  Constitu- 
tional powers.  These  things  are  in  the  power  of 
the  States ;  they  are  free  to  exercise  them  or  not 
to  exercise  them.  When  they  conduce  to  their 
benefit,  they  will  exercise  them ;  and  when  they 
cease  to  be  beneficial,  they  will  abandon  them. 
Congress  have  the  same  right  to  Jay  a  tax  in  one 
case  as  in  the  otherj  according  as  the  public  |[ood 
will  be  advanced  by  the  imposition,  as  well  ot  the 
limited  tax  on  slaves,  as  of  the  unlimited  tax  on 
other  objects.  In  this  resolution  there  is  no  pai^ 
tiality ;  it  applies  to  all  the  States,  as  well  those 
who  have  prohibitory  laws  or  constitutions  as 
those  who  nave  not.  For  it  in  incorrect  to  say, 
because  some  States  have  Constitutional  provis- 
ions on  the  subject,  the  tax  is  therefore  inapplica- 
Ue  to  them,  because  they  have  the  power  of  alter- 
ing their  constitutions,  and  what  is  in  force  to- 
day may  be  abandoned  to-morrow.  To  a^ree.to 
the  amendment  would  be,  to  hold  out  the  idea  to 
foreigners,  about  to  escape  from  the  tyranny  and 
injustice  of  Europe,  that  we  meant  to  refuse  ihem 
an  asylum  in  our  country*  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  pre- 
sumea  that  the  mover  of  the  amendment  is  against 
the  whole  resolution,  and  broughi  forward  the 
one  to  defeat  the  other. 

Mr.  Beoinobb  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise.  He  said  the  subject  was  important ; 
it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  he  thought  they  ought 
to  take  more  time  to  reflect  on  it  before  they  came 
to  a  decision. 

This  motion  having  been  agreed  to-— ayes  64 — 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  that  they  would  not  have 
leave,  but  that  the  resolution  would  be  postponed 
till  some  time  in  Maj*. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said,  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  have  leave  to  sit  again,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,,  which  being  taken, 
were,  yeas  98,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Yi AS— Isaac  Anderson,  John  Ardier,  Joseph  Bar^ 
ker,  Borwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas 
Bidweil,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M. 
Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyla,  George  W.  Gamp- 
1mU»  Levi  Caaey,  John  Chandler,  JAartin  GUtteDd«a» 


John  Claibonie^  Qfotgp  CHntoti,  Jan.,  Leonaid  Cov- 
ington, Jacob  Crownfaiahieldt  Richard  Cntts,  Samnel 
W.  Dwia*  Ekra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William 
Dickson,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Ehner,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jsmes  Fisk,  Joha 
Fowler,  James  H.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsboroagh, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John 
Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  William  Hehns,  D&rid 
Holmea,  John  G.  Jackson^  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
Thomas  Keban,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Letb,  Joseph 
Lewis,  Jan.,  Jodah  Masters,  William  McCroery,  Nidio- 
las,  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Ndson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Joseph  H.  i<ficholson,  GUeoa 
Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pagh,  Josiah  Qoincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea,  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rossell,  Peter  8aiUy,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thosras 
Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Sdianeman,  Ebenenr  8eaver, 
James  Sloanj  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  S^nnel  Smith,  Heniy  Sonthaid,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing Richard  Stanford,  Jose^  Stanton,  William  Stsd- 
man,  Lewis  B.  Staiges,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
TaUmadge,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Tfaooias  W.  Thomp- 
son, TJri  Tracy,  Abram  Tr^rgi  Philip  Yan  Cortlandt, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Dan- 
iel C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  WhitehUI,  Robert  WhitehUI,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
Marmadnke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  John  Campbell,  Chiis- 
topher  Clark,  John  Olopton,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  Edwin  Gray,  James  Holland,  Robert  Marioo, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, O'Brien  SmiUi,  David  Thomas,  and  David  R. 
Williams. 


TuBSOAT,  January  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NfLsoN, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  criminal,  civil,  or  equitable  jur- 
isdiction of  the  Circuit  Couit  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosft  Nelson,  Mr.  Ja.ck- 
80N,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Georos  W.  Campbell,  and 
Mr.  EllioTj  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Landsj  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Randolph  and  ot.  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  considered ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Gk)7emor, 
Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory  of  the 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  extending  the  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

Mr.  Early  sai^  he  held  in  his  hand  a  resolu- 
tion instrocting  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
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Means  to  ioquire  iotortlie  expediency  of  rvqairing 
the  Secretaries  of  State.  Treasury,  War,  and 
Nary,  to  lay  before  Congress  at  the  opening  of 
erery  session  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  moneys  appropriated  to  the  contingent 
expenses  of  their  departments.  He  would  bnefly/- 
slate  his  reasons  for  offering  this  motion.  The 
mooeys  for  the  contingent  purposes  of  the  Qor- 
ernment  were  the  only  description  of  expenditures 
which  were  not  controlled  by  the  House.  0?er 
every  other  branch  of  expenditure  the  House  ex- 
ercised a  control  by  speciiying  with  definite  dear- 
aeBtthe  reaf>ectiTe  objects  <?  expeoditiire.wiien 
an  appropriatioii  was  made.  But  the  moneys  ap- 
pTopriated  for  eontingest  purposes,  were  IdTt  ex- 
clusively to  the  discretion  of  tne  different  officers 
presiding  over  the  oeveral  departments,  io  which 
they  were  alone  governed  by  their  own  will  and 
jadgment.  The  only  check  which  cbuld  be  ex- 
ercised over  this  description  of  expenditures  was 
to  require  a  detailed  statemAt  of  disbursements. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  some  time  since  to  investigate  the 
accounts  of  several  officers  of  the  Qovernment, 
and  that  they  made.a  detailed  report  to  the  House. 
About  that  time,  it  had  been  contemplated  to  take 
the  step  which  he  now  suggested,  but  for  some 
reasons  it  had  never  been  taken.  Mr.  Early 
said  he  by  no  means  wished  to  be  understood  as 
entertaining  the  idea  that  the  diacreiion  with 
which  the  heads  of  department  were  clothed  had 
been  abueed.  He  knew  of  no  facts  to  justify  such 
an  opinion.  It  was  on  the  ground  of  principle 
only  that  he  offered  this  resolution.  Through  the 
four  great  departments  which  he  had  mentioned, 
passed  nioeHenlhs  of  the  whole  money  appropria^ 
ted  by  Congress;  and  on  looking  al/tl»e  st»ieme«t 
contaiaed  in  the  eatiniates  of  the  Becretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  fovytd  that  more  than  one  fourth  of 
the  whole  attouot  of  money  estimated  es  neces- 
sary for  the  sereral  departments,  was  for  contin- 
gent purposes.  By  that  statement  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
State  were  927,CN)0,  of  which  $14,400,  were  for 
contingent  purposes.  Under  the  head  of  foreign 
interconrse  fl^lSStfiOOj  were  estimated  as  necessary; 
of  which  976,000,  #ere  for  contingent  purposes. 
The  estimates  for  the  Treasury  Department  were 
972,100,  of  which  12,100  were  for  contingent  pur- 
poses. The  estimates  for  the  War  Department 
were  $29,400,  of  which  2,000,  were  for  contingent 
purposes.  The  etttimates  for  the  Military  £sub- 
lishment  were  $900,500,  of  which  18,000  were 
for  contingent  purposes.  The  estimates  for  the 
Navy  Department  were  $21,100,  of  which  2,700 
were  for  contingent  purposes.  The  estimates  for 
the  Naval  EsUblishmeot  were  $867, 800,  of  which 
till.900,  were  for  contingent  purposes.  Mr. 
Sably  said  he  preeumed  this  view  of  the  subject 
would  justify  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  members  of 
the  House  in  offering  the  resolution.  The  reso- 
lotion  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Raohed,  Th&t  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mmob 
^  instraetad  to  iaquirs  into  the  expediency  of  msking 
pBsnnon  by  law,  for  reqoiiing  the  8ecretaiy  of  State, 
the  SecraUiy  of  the  TVeasuy,  (he  Baoalary  of  Was, 

9th  CoH.— 18 


and  the  Beeretaij  of  the  Navy,  to  lay  before  CoogieM 
annually  a  detailed  aeeonnt  of  the  ezpendituM  <^tha 
fend  appropriated  fnr  the  contingent  expenses  of  thi^ 
several  Departments,  u 


POTOMAC  RIVER. 

Mr.  Philip  R.  TaoiipeoN,  from  the  eo«Mnittee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  sundqr 
tnhabitaots  of  the  eonnty  of  Aiezaodria.  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  the  petition  of  sundry  eid- 
Bens  of  the  United  Slates,  reatdent  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Columbia ;  the  meiBorial  of  sutidry  inhabi- 
tants of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  residing  on  the  west  side  oT  Tiber 
creek ;  and  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Van  Jieaa^ 
made  the  following  report : 

The  petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the. town  and 
countv  of  Al^xanilris.  and  of  the  *«***^w  fesideniJB 
the  Territory  of  Columbia,  state :  Thai  an  oooy  inteiw 
course  between  the  town  of  Alezandna  and  the  City 
of  Waahingion»  which  ia  at  present  prevented  liy  the 
intervention  of  the.  river  Poloniac»  is  eztreffle^  de«»> 
able ;  that  this  intercourse  is  especial^  intenmpted  at 
that  season  of  the  year  wheu  the  river  is  obstructed  Iry 
ice ;  that  a  bridge  from  Maiyiand  Avenue  to  Alexan- 
der's island  would  ftidUtate  the  communication^  sherten 
the  route  of  the  mail  at  leset  six  miles,  and  be  gener- 
ally beneficial  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that 
the^  are  persuaded  the  bridge  contem^ted  by  their 
petitions  will,  st  some  period,  be  carried  into  effect,  and 
they  view  the  present  time  as  the  most  ihvorable,  both 
in  relation  to  their  own  and  the  general  convenience^ 
and  the  interests  of  those  who  may  be  affected  by  the 
messure ;  and  that,  if  the  scheme  shall  be  authorised 
trr  Congress,  it  wUl  speedily  be  carried  into  eHect 
They  pray  that  a  law  may  pass  to  incorporate  a  con* 
pany  wr  erecting  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  from  the 
City  of  Washington  to  the  county  of  Alexandria,  ia 
fome  convenient  situation,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  the  Legislature  mi^  deem  expedient. 

In  opposition  to  theee  petitions,  flie  committee  hate 
reftrred  to  them  the  memorial  of  the  proprietora  and  in- 
haUtants  of  Georgetown,  which  states  that  Georgetown 
was  laid  out  uitder  the  sanction  of  law,  previous  to  the 
Revolution;  that  it  was  engaged  in  foreign  eonlmeroa 
before  the  seat  of  Government  was  oontemplaied  to  bo 
on  the  Potomac;  that,  being  at  the  head  of  tide- 
water navigation,  the  proprietots  must  have  made  pur- 
ehsyses  and  improvements  vrith  a  view  to  foreign  oom- 
meree,  or  some  of  the  trade  dependent  on  it,  in  tibe 
oonildent  oxpectation  that  the  river  would  remain  free 
and  unobstraded  bj  arttfrcial  causes;  partleuhtrly 
when  they  saw  Maiyhuid  and  Virginia  make  a  solemn 
compact,  whereby  the  river  Potomac  is  declared  a 
eomaon  highway  for  the  purpeee  of  aavigatifln  and 
oommaaeey  the  aavigatian  whereof  is  net  to  be  injuied 
or  obstructed.  Th^  obnsidar  that  theb  natural  and 
pelitaeai  righta  will  be  mfringed  on  by  the  adoptei 
of  this  messuse,  as  the  navigatioB  of  the  river  wiU  be 
inittfod  or  obstnioled  there^;  that  from  the  maatiag 
of  the  stream  and  tide  water,  at  the  plaae  where 
the  bridge  ie  eontemplaSid,  a  tendeii^  will  be  produ- 
ced in  the  impeded  stream  water  to  deposit  the  eaitl^ 
perticles  with  wIMi  it  is  cfasrged  in  times  of  fresh- 
ets, by  whieh  they  appfehend  the  entire  main  and 
deep  channel  may  be  divided  mto  many  somJI  and  nar- 
sew  passages,  Io  the  great  injury  of  the  lumgatioa* 

These  is,  hkevriM,  rsfoned  Io  ymu  eonunitlse  ti^ 
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iDemorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wishlngton, 
i«siding  on  the  west  side  of  Tiber  creek;  which  states, 
that  the  memorialists  have  acquired  property  on  the 
west  side  of  Tiber  creek,  in  the  C.ty  of  Washington,  in 
confidence  that  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  would 
not  be  destroyed  by  artificiar  means ;  that  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  at  the  place  contemplated  Would  probably 
greatly  injure  the  navigation  aboye  it,  and  impair  the 
v^lue  of  the  property  of  the  memorialists ;  that  the  pro- 
ject of«a  bridge  across  the  river  is  unjust,  as  no  place, 
should  calculate  on  being  favored  with  artificial  advan- 
tages which  cannot  be  i&brded  without  depriving  other 
places  of  their  natural  advanuges. 

They  also  find  among  the  documents  referred  to 
them  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Van  Ness,  in  opposition 
to  the  first-mentioned  petitions,  on  the  ground  of  the 
measure  therein  proposed  being  (if  carried  into  effect) 
an  injurious  infraction  of  the  private  rights  of  most  of 
those,  both  within  the  city  and  Georgetown,  and  on  the 
opposite  shore,  who  are  interested  above  the  proposed 
site  of  the  intended  bridge. 

The  contrariety  of  sentiment  and  of  interest  whidi 
exists  in  the  Territory  of  Columbia  on  the  subjects  of 
the  proposition  contained  in  the  pet'tions,  praying  that 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  may  be  au- 
thorized by  law,  has  induced  your  rommittoe  deliber- 
ately to  examine  the  ground  on  which  the  pretensions 
of  the  petitioners  in  fkvor  of  the  bridge  are  founded, 
and  the  reasons  advanced  by  the  memorialists  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure. 

Two  inquiries  present  themselVes,  on  the  decision  of 
which  the  propriety  of  authoriung  the  proposition  en- 
tirely depends ; 

IsU  whether  Congress  have  a  right  to  pass  a  law, 
by  which  the  object  contempli^ted  by  the  petitionem  can 
be  effected  1     And 

2d.  If  that  right  exists,  whether  the  benefit  to  the 
District,  and  the  community  in  general,  will  be  so  great 
as  to  counterbalance  the  injury  which  individuals  msy 
eventually  sustain  from  authorizing  the  measure? 

In  investigating  the  first  point,  it  became  necessary 
to  advert  to  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  passed 
the  3d  of  January,  1786,  and  the  act  of  the  Aitttembly 
of  Maryland,  passed  the  13th  of  March,  in  the  same 
year,  confirming  a  compact  previously  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  States;  from  which  it  appears  that, 
among  other  stipulstions  entered  into  between  the 
States  of  Virginia  snd  Maryland,  by  their  Commission- 
ers appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  is  sgreed,  "  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State,  respectively,  shall  have  full  prop- 
erty in  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  river  adjoining  the 
lands,  with  all  the  emoluments  and  advantages  there- 
unto belonging,  and  the  privilege  of  making  wharves^ 
and  other  improvements,  so  as  not  to  obstruct  or  injure 
the  navigation  of  the  river." 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  the  sub- 
sequent cession  made  by  the  two  contracting  parties  o^ 
ten  miles  square,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  under 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes. 
to  wit :  by  an  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  passed-  the 
8d  day  of  December,  1791,  and  by  an  act  of  the  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland,  passed  the  19th  day  of  the  same 
month,  in  any  degree  impairs  the  compact  previously 
made  by  the  two  contracting  States ;  but  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  received  the  territory,  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions previously  imposed  by  the  former  posseason. 

Under  this  impression,  your  committee  considerad  it 
a  matter  of  th^  first  importance,  in  the  dedsion  of  this 
qaestiont  to  inquire  whether  the  &ct  aMumed  by  the 


roonter-petitionefa,  that  the  erection  of  a  bridge  wHl 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  river  aliove  it  is  ibanded 
in  truth  ?  In  examining  this  part  of  the  subject,  your 
committee  could  avsil  themselves  of  no  other  evidence 
than  such  as  ui  drswn  from  analogy. 

It  sppeared  to  thete,  that  the  erection  of  piers  in  the 
river  at  the  place  contemplated  for  the  site  of  the 
bridge,  for  from  having  the  effect  of  occasioning  a  de- 
position of  earthy  matur,  and  filling  the  channel,  would 
rather  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the  channel  open,  by 
the  increased  velocity  of  the  water  passing  down  the 
main  channel  of  the  river,  between  the  two  piers  which 
it  seemed  praoticable  to  erect  on  each  side  of  it  It 
likewise  appeared  to  them,  if  the  erection  pf  the  cause* 
way  from  Mas«Mi*s  island,  opposite  Oeorgeunwn,  lo  ths 
Virginia  shore,  vrould  produce  the  efiect  expected  from 
it,  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  means  ef 
throwing  the  whole  body  of  the  water  of  the  river  into 
a  narrower  compsas,  increasing  its  velocity,  and  thereby 
sweeping  out  a  deeper  channel,  the  same  reoult  might 
reasQnably  be  expected  from  throwing  a  greater  quan- 
tum snd  force  of  water  into  the  main  channel  of  ths 
river,  between  the  two  piers  which  would  support  the 
bridge  across  the  channel. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  T^egislature  of  Mary- 
land psssed  a  law,  on  the29tb  of  December,  1791,  pre- 
vious to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  over  the  territo- 
ry by  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  at  or  near  Georgetown.  As  the  river  Potomac 
ii  nsvigable  above  the  town  of  Georgetown,  your  com- 
mittee consider  the  psssage  of  that  law  as  expressive 
of  an  opinion,  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  that  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  below  the  head  of  tide-water  is  not 
such  sn  obstruction  Or  injury  as  is  prohibited  by  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  two  States.  And  as 
thst  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  between  Mason*s  island 
and  the  Virginia  shore  was  navigable  previous  to  the 
building  of  the  causeway  across  that  bimndi  of  the 
river,  your  committee  have  considered  the  law  passed 
at  the  last  sesf  ion  of  Congress,  suthorising  the  erection 
of  that  ca\iseway,  as  declaratory  of  the  right  ef  the  l^e- 
Stature  of  the  United  Sutes,  (notwithstanding  ths 
compact  between  Virginia  and  Maryland,)  to  oodudc, 
in  a  degree,  the  navigation  of  the  river  within  their 
jurisdiction. 

If  a  bridge  can  be  erected  with  such  a  draw  as  wiH 
admit  the  free  passage  of  vessels  of  any  burden  for 
which  there  ui  depth  of  water  in  the  channel,  your 
committee  do  not  consider  the  psasing  a  law  to  author- 
ize such  a  bridge,  under  proper  restrictions,  as  any  vio- 
lation of  the  compact  befare-mentioned ;  and,  from  the 
best  information  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  thit 
point,  it  seems  very  practicable  to  erect  a  bridge  acroa 
the  river  Potomac,  with  a  draw  which  will  permit  the 
passage  of  such  vessels  Irithout  much  detention. 

On  the  second  point,  whether  the  benefit  to  the  pub- 
lic would  be  so  great  as  to  eounterbalance  the  inconve- 
nience which  might  eventually  reault  to  individuals 
from  authorizing  this  measure,  your  committee  have 
bad  less  difficulty  in  forming  their  opinion.  Prom  a  sur- 
vey, said  to  be  an  accurate  one,  with  which  the  committee 
have  been  furnished,  it  appears  that  the  distance  from 
Alezandria  to  Georgetown,  (including  the  river,)  by  the 
present  route,  is  eight  miles  and  fifty  poles ;  and  from 
the  ferry  at  Georgetown  to  the  Ca|.i  ol,  three  miles  and 
a  quarter;  making,  in  the  whole,  eleven  miles  three- 
eighths  and  fifteen  poles.  From  Alexandria  to  the 
Capitol,  by  the  intended  bridge,  six  miles  and  a  half 
and  nine  poke,  baing  leas  thsA  the  load  «t  present 
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traTolled  by  five  miles  and  seveO'^ightht.  Henes  it 
results  that  that  distance  will  be  aaved  to  those  having 
Gommonicatioa  between  Alexandria  and  that  part  of 
the  city  lying  in  the  vicinity  of,. and  below  the  Capitol, 
and  to  persons  travelling  from  north  to  south,  and  e 
conveno. 

The  casualties,  the  delsys,  and  the  dangers  to  which 
the  mails  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  persons  hav- 
ing occasion  to  pass  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the 
other  are  subjected  from  the  occurrence  of  storms,  and 
the  formation  of  ice  on  the  river  in  Winter,  (liothwhijh 
occasionally  render  the  Potomac  impassable,)  are  cogent 
cirrurastances  in  fiivor  of  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  bridge. 

Your  committee  are  not  furnished  with  data  whereon 
to  form  an  accurate  opinion  of  the  actus!  saving  of  dis- 
tance which  will  take  place  (in  case  of  the  erection  of 
a  bridge)  in  the  transportstion  of  the  mftils  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This,  however,  from  the  fiwts  just  stated, 
must  be  considerable ;  and  the  diminution  of  expense 
will  be  proportionate  to  the  diminution  of  distance. 

On  the  whole,  your  committer  are  of  -opinion  that 
the  public  interests  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  Uie 
erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  river  Potomac,  at  or  near 
the  terminati'^n  of  the  Maryland  Avenue,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  to  the  county  of  Alexandria  on  the  op- 
posite side ;  and,  in  conformity  with  that  opinion,  re- 
commend the.  folTowing  resolution : 

Reaolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  in  favor 
of  the  ere«*tion  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Thursday  next. 

NATHANIEL  GOODWIN  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  GftowNiNsaiBLD,  from  (he  Comixiiitee  of 
Conimerce  and  Man afsci ores,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petitioD  of  Nithaniel  G»odwio  and 
others,  manuf.ictur^r'f  of  iron  hollow  ware,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  made  the  fuUowiog  re- 
port: ' 

The  petitioners  state  that  they  are  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron  hollow  ware,  and  as  the  United 
States  are  amply  furnished  with  the  materisls,  and 
blast  fomaces,  ti»  supply  their  inhsbitants  with  that  arti- 
cle, thev  j>ray  that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 
upon  all  iron  hollow  ware,  imported  from  foreign  ooun- 
tiiea. 

The  committee  find  that,  under  eiisting  laws,  this 
article  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  seventeen  and  a  half  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  importation  into  the  United  States 
in  American  vessels;  and  if  imported  in  vessels  not  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  charged  with  the  additional 
doty  often  per  cent,  on  the  duty;  making  the  duty«  in 
this  case,  amount  to  nineteen  and  one  quarter  per  cent, 
on  the  invoice  value. 

There  are  no  document!  within  the  reach  of  the 
committee  that  show  the  quantity  of  iron  ware  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  any  one  year ;  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  paying  the  ad  valorem  duty, 
not  being  particularly  designated  in  the  returns  from 
the  collectors  of  the  customs ;  bat  it  is  believed  the 
quantity  and  value  have  not  been  very  considerable  for 
some  years  past.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  United 
Sutes  are  in  possession  of  the  material  for  making  iron 
hollow  ware.  The  native  ore  is  iif  abundance  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  and  already  foroaces  have  been 
establUhed,  which  bid  fsir  to  lurmsh  the  fullest  supply 
of  that  anida.    T||e  protacting  duty  imposed  oa  the 


foreign  iron  ware,  holds  out  to  the  skilful  manuforturer 
every  encouragement  he  ean  reasonably  ask  for.  If 
this  duty  wss  deemed  too  moderate,  and  not  sufficient 
ly  high  to  give  a  preferen^  to  the  douiestic  manufao> 
ture,  the  committee  would  deem  themselves  authorised 
to  propose  a  furmer  augmentation.  The  article  being 
not  only  bulky^  but  of  considerable  weight,  must  be 
subject  to  a  high  freight  in  proportion  to  its  prime  cost| 
if  to  this  is  added  the  commissions  for  purchase  in  £i^ 
rope,  the  insurance,  and  other  shipping  charges,  with 
the  duties  paysble  on  its  importation  here,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  foreign  article  comes  burdened  sufB* 
ciently  to  give  a  decided  advantage  to  the  American 
manufocturer.  Surely  the  petitiotiers  do  not  wish  to 
claim  a  monopoly.  A  preference  they  ought  to  have, 
and,  so  for  ss  encouragement  has  been  given  to  Ameri- 
can manufoetures  generally,  the  article  in  question  ia 
charged  with  the  highest  rate  of  duties,  with  a  very 
fow  exceptions^ 

If  Congress  bad  datermined  to  impose  higher  dutiea 
on  imports,  with  a  view  of  rsising  additional  reveaoa* 
or  to  countervail  the  extraordinary  impositions  of  other 
countries,  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  single  out  such 
articles  as  could  be  readily  manufoctured  in'the  United 
States;  and  by  making  a  just  discrimination,  all  might 
derive  a  benefit,  and  none  be  injured ;  but  as  the  House 
have  only  authorized  the  committee  to  report  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  petition,  and  as  they  sre  satisfied 
that  the  petitioners  msy  receive  a  preference  in  the 
market  for  their  manufacture,  so  far  ss  cheapness  and 
the  quality  of  the  article  will  give  it  to  them,  when 
put  in  competition  with  the  foreign  article,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  it  is  at  this  time  inexpedient  to  augment 
the  duty  on  iron  hollow  ware  imported  into  the  Untted 
States.  And  the  committee  recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVES. 

The  House  again  went  ioto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  fur  impose 
iog  a  tax  of  teo  dollars  u|)on  every  slave  imported 
ioto  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clark aaid  it  was  esseotially  necessary  to 
the  passage  of  a  law  on  this  subject'  that  the 
ameDdment  should  prevail.  The  original  resoln- 
tioD  coDtempUted  a  certain  description  of  persona 
as  Klaves ;  the  object  uf  the  amendment  was  to  ex- 
tend it  to  all  persons  imported  into  the  United 
States.  Suppose  a  cargo  of  slaves  shoaid  arrive. 
Will  they  be  entered  at  theeustom'»house  as  slaves? 
No.  They  will  be  recognised  as  a  different  de- 
scription of  persons,  and  by  that  meftns  the  pay- 
ment of  the  lax  will  be  evaded,  and  the  law  have 
no  possible  effect. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  on  opening  the  business  it  had 
noibeen  his  tnteniinn  to  lake  an  active  part  in  the 
debate ;  but  hs  he  had  been  called  on,  particularly 
by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana.) 
he  woold  say  a  few  words  in  reply.  In  the  first 
place,  he  musvbe  permitted  to  say  that  he  did  not 
consider  that  gentleman  serious— -he  only  consid- 
ered him  as  making  a  display  of  that  agreeable 
vein  of  fan<^y  and  genius  which  he  had  so  often 
before  manifested.  If  he  were  obi  iff  ed  to  consider 
him  as  t*eriou9,  he  would  in  return  beg  permissioii 
to  ask  him  a  serious  question,  what  are  bis  vi«*wa 
in  the  amendment  he  has  offered  ?    Are  tbef ,  sakl 
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lit.  SuMir,  in  order  to  prtrtat  tbe  emigration  of. 
the  snlnectt  of  thmt  tfmniiic  mtioo  from  wbiek 
hit  predeeesson  as  well  as  mine,  eame  to  (his  wil- 
dernesq — ebooeing  rathqr  to  risk  the  daiigen  of 
the  ocean,  of  famine  and  of  every /»iher  species  of 
hardships  than  lire  longernnder  that  tyrannic  gov- 
ernment ?  Is  he  afraid  then  emigra*tion  will  crowd 
our  population,  or  disturb  the  steady  habits  of  his 
people  ?  If  that  is  the  case  I  will  ease  his  fears  by 
staling  to  him  that  I  last  year  paid  a  visit  t»  the 
country  west  of  the  mountains,  and  there  beheld 
the  countless  millions  of  acres  reserved  for  tlieac>- 
oommodation  of  poor  emigrants.  This  grept  traet 
of  country  isprobahly  reserved  by  the  Great  Author 
jof  Nature  as  the  happy  asylum  for  the  oppressed 
aufajeeta  of  the  despotisms  of  Burope-— Father  than 
tax  them  let  us  receive  them  with  open  amis,  re- 
membering that  our  ancestors  were  onceftkethen, 
atranffers  w  a  strange  land,  and  let  us  give  them 
a  weleoBse  reception,  intd  this  land  overflbwing 
wiih  miAk  and  honey. 

Mr.  Dana. — ^Notwithstanding  my  great  desire 
to  gratify  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to 
^^tify  whom  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  yet 
in  the  present  case,  with  the  best  disposition  in 
the  world;  I  cannot  do  it.  The  amendment  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  very  consistent  with  the  princi'^- 
ples  on  which  the  resolution  was  offered.  I  un- 
derstood it  as  a  proposition  of  revenue  relative  to 
the  importation  of  a  species  of  men  that  is  profit- 
able to  our  merchants.  I  thought  the  revenue 
would  be  extended  by  taking  in  the  consunption 
of  a  larger  class  of  men,  who  might,  therefoK,  be 
very  fairly  taxed.  I  oould  seareely  have«xpe(^ 
that  the  gentleman  should  have  travelled  over  the 
mountaiosj  and  have  there  counted  the  countless 
millions  of  acres  spread  out  as  a  beneficent  asylum 
lor  poor  emigrents  from  Europe,  much  less  that 
hesbould  have  so  eloquently  portrayed  theoppies- 
•ion  of  Bngland  and  Prance,  and  blended  the  num* 
her  of  persons  about  to  occupy  those  western  acres 
nrith  the  siinple  question  of  revenue  now  before 
4he  House.  Gentlemen  have  brought  this  forwanl 
as  a  question  of  revenue.  May  we  not  be  permit- 
led  to  takethem  on  their  own  ground  7  If,  instead 
«f  revenue,  their  object  be  a  condemnation  of  the 
trade,  let  them  come  out.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey^  with  his  knowledge,  cannot  be  so  ig- 
norant as  not  to  know  that  there  ave  other  persons 
betides  skives  brought  into  the  country,  who  are 
deemed  beneficial  to  the  eommuaity ;  are  hardy 
aod  industrioas,  and  that  the  price  paid  for  their 
passage  affordsa  profit  toour  merchants.  Whether 
thia  description  of  imported  persons  is  so  bene- 
lusial  as,  in  poHey,  not  to  be  tixed,  is  one  thing. 
By  omkting  to  taxthem,  we  virtually  given  bounty. 
They  may  not  be  so  vahiable  to  the  State  as  to 
justify  an  exemption  from  all  taxation.  The  ob- 
lection  of  gentlemen  to  the  amendment  takes  too 
great  a  sweep,  when  they  consider  it  as  applicable 
to  all  persons  coming  into  the  United  States.  It 
IS  only  applicable  to  persons  imported ;  that  is,  to 
persons  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years.  [Mr. 
Daw  A  here  read  the  article  of  the  Constitution  on 
this  subject.}  Dogentlemen  think  the  emigration 
and  imporution  here  stated  synonymous  terms? 


Persona  imported  are  not  peraens  migrating.  IT 
we  look  to  theeecond  sectronbf  the  fourth  arti^ 
we  shall  have  the  point  eleeitfated.  **  flo  persea 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  on6  Stkte  nnderthe  laws 
thereof,  escapinginto  another,  shall  in  consequence 
of  any  law  or  regulation  tnercin,  be  discharged 
from  such  service  or  labor."  Persons  imported, 
therefore,  are  those  only  who  are  held  to  service 
by  somejperson  holding  authority  over  them.  The 
designation,  therefore,  applies  only  to  those  whoara 
indented  servants  for  a  time.  The  ffentleman  caila 
upon  me  to  declare  my  motive  for  tnis amendment 
I  do  not,  however,  know  how  he  became  auiheriaed 
to  make  this  inquisitien,  or  how  my  motives  can 
influence  the  convlettena  of  this  Houoc^    If  the 


proposition  is  a  good  one,  the  moUves  that  pradaeel 
It  ought  to  have  no  weight. 

Mr.  Alstoii  said  he  had  bat  one  or  two  rvmaihi 
to  make,  te  ^how  the  neeesflty  of  adoptnir  <he 
amendment.  There  was  a  deseription  of  persons 
not  embraced  by  the  original  resotntion,  which  it 
had  heretofore  oeen  thought  sound  policy  partie* 
ularly  to  soard  against — viz:  persons  of  color  from 
the  West  indies.  Under  the  resolution  they  mi^ht 
be  imported,  and  he  would  undertake  to  say,  that 
one  hundred  of  them  would  be  more  injurious  than 
ten  thousand  persons  from  Africa.  This  was  ooe 
reason  which  induced  him  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment. Another  strong  reason  with  him  was  to 
make  it  strictly  conformable  to  the  Constitution. 
Gentleman  vaunt  the  freedom  of  the  Constitution 
from  the  word  slave,  and  yet  they  are  for  staining 
every  page  of  the  statute  book  wish  it. 

Mr.  Sloan,  ia  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  aaid,  that 
akboughtbatgentleman  would  not  aivebis  reasoat 
In  lavor  of  the  amendmeat,  he  would  give  his  ova 
aaainst  ic  His  wbh  was  to  disoriminate  between 
slaves  and  whites,  on  the  latter  of  whom  be  wonU 
rather  give  a  bounty  than  impose  a  tax. 

Mr.  risK  moved,  to  amend  the  ameDdment  by 
adding,  after  pertoas,  "  of  eolor.'' 

Mr.  Da«a*»I  may  net  perhaps  agree  with  the 
mover  as  te  ihe  itt|»ort  of  the  teem  whioh  be  pre- 
poaea  to  introdace  into  the  amendmeoft.  b  has 
neen  slated  brsome  attaienti  of  oataral  phHoaophy, 
that  neither  black  nor  white  is  a  color.  The  inten- 
tkm  of  tJha  honorable  ipeatleman  mast  be,  chat  the 
resolution  shcQld  neither  apfdy  to  blaoks  nor 
whfites,  and  if  the  genilemnn  xnows  the  meaning 
of  the  term,  persons  of  cdor,  he  fnust  know  thatit 
does  not  Include  ldacks,bm  malattoes.  mnstees,  Ac 

Mr.  Ptsk  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  to  add  to  slaves,  ^'and  persons 
of  color." 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said  the  State  of  which 
he  was  in  part  a  representative,  some  time  after  Ihe 
law  now  under  consideration  passed  in  a  neigh- 
boring State,  came  to  a  resolution  for  amendmg 
the  Constitution,  to  give  Coneress  the  posrer  m 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  aitqgether, 
which  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  ef  the  sevetal 
States,  many  of  whom  had  eoaearred  in  it,  or  ta 
one  similar  to  il.  This  showed  the  sense  of  Che 
Stales  as  to  this  worst  of  all  traffics.  No  persoa 
could  more  regret  the  conduct  of  Semh  Carolina 
than  he  did. '  Perhapa  eomiag  frem  an  adjoiAinf 


361 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


862 


Janoabt,  1808. 


Jwyrftrtfow  if  Strntat. 


ILor  A. 


Sute,  his  fbeliogrs  might  give  him  different  im*  the  geotleman  from  Conncelieot  would  not  bt 
preastoiw  from  that  which  they  oaght  to  do,  al»  adopted :  in  rarity,  he  could  not  see  any  gao^ 
thoogbhe  was  not  sensihle  that  this  was  the  case,   reason  for  it;  as  the  object  of  the  ameadmeirt 


But  il  always  seemed  to  him  that  this 
Aothiog  more  nor  less  tbaa  anraigniog  the  conduct 
ofaStateLeffisiature,B  Legislature  that  was  nearly 
equally  divided,  as  pointing  at  them  the  finger  of 
leprobation  of  the  whole  nation.  If  they  had 
finoed,  was  it  not  better  and  more  christian-Uke 
to  forgire  them  ?  On  this  subject  he  never  had 
bot  oae  opiAioo,  and  that  was,  that  such  a.  law 
Mght  net  to  pass.  fiUiould  it  pass,  it  might  per- 
lius  preivent  the  importation  of  a  tew  persons. 

The  CflAiRiiAif  here  i eaaioded  the  honorable 
Speaker  that  the  question  was  on  the  amendment 
and  not  on  the  resolution,  to  the  former  of  which 
the  debate  must  be  confined. 

Mr.  Macon,  after  vindicating  himself  ftom  a 
violation  of  order,  mid' tha  subject  had  beea  eoi»« 
sidered  in  different  poials  of  view  by  the  Qovern- 
meat.  Congress  bad  heretofore  hkx  a  difficulty  and 
Micaey  ia  acting  upon  this  subject  \  so  also  had 
the  convention  that  formed  the  Coastitatioa.  lo 
lajrioff  on  imported  goods  an  ad  valorem  dvty,  no 
duty  had  beeo  laid  on  the  importation  of  slaves; 
it  seemed  that  on  this  subject  Congress  and  all  the 
Exectttiv«  officers  thought  tha  same  way.  Coft* 
gKss  had,  however,  pasaed  another  la  w,  prohibiting 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  from  lurrying 
III  the  trade  from  one  port  to  another* 

Thpe  was  another  question  which  he  believed 
had  not  yet  been aettled,  with  regard  to  whichhe 
did  not  profess  to  be  jurist  enough  to  decide  the 
effect  of  the  law*  If  we  lay  this  duty,  could  a  re*" 
tel  having  slaves  on  board  enter  the  ports  of  a 
State  which  otherwise  she  would  be  prohibited 
from  eoteiinff  ?  Suppose  such  avessel  oroagh'tte 
the  port  of  Wilmingtoo,  in  North  Carolina,  which 
he  merely  mentioned  because  nearest  to  the  State 
of  Sooth  Carolina.  If,  in  consequence  of  this  tax, 
the  could  bie  entered  there,  it  wonld  be  a  stronger 
reuon  aj^ainat  the  measure  than  had  been  urged ; 
because  It  could  not  be  denied  that  there  are  some 
people  in  North  Caiolina,  who,  if  these  piersons 
eoald  besmns^led  in,  would  purchase  them.  In 
the  Sute  which  he  in  part  represeated,  there 
was  a  portion  of  this  species  of  property.  Na  oae 
regretted  the  evil  more  than  he  did;  but  what  to. 
do  with  it  was  the  question.  He  believed  that  it 
was  aa  evil  for  which  the  wisest  man  in  the  nation 
could  not  satisfy  himself  with  a  cure.  It  was  an 
evil  which  our  forefathers  had  felt,  and  to  which 
we  most  submit  until  anadeqoatecore  was  found. 
It  was  evident  at  this  time,  that  the  sentiment,  he 
Bight  add,  the  passion  of  the  nation  was  a^iast 
it:  the  nation  had  set  their  faces  against  it;  he 
was  afraid  in  their  decision  the  House  would  be 
(overned  by  this  passion.  If  their  only  object  were 


entirely  different  from  the  object  of  the  eri> 
giaal  resolution^  which  was  merely  to  impoee  a  tax 
on  the  importation  of  slaves.  Wi  th  the  hooorabla 
Speaker  he  eencurredio  regretting  that  this  subject 
had  been  agitated ;  bnt  as  it  had  been  brought 
forward,  heniould  vote  for  the  resohition,  provided 
it  were  mmmended.  If  the  amendment  we>e 
adopted,  he  sboald  vote  against  it. 

What  do  gentlemen  who  urge  the  amendment 
want?  Are  they  about  toezclode  from  the  iTht* 
tedStateathe  emigratioaof  thoaennfortunatemen 
who^  from  poverty  or  distress,  are  unable  to  pay 
their  pMsage  across  the  Atlantic?  Will  ihey  add 
totbeir  mi^brtunes  by  burdening  them  with  a  new 
taxi  Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  had  heard  but  one 
remark  which  bore  the  semblance  of  argoment^ 
but  which  on  examination  wonld  be  foaal  not  to 
be  cortect.  The  gentleman  from  North  Caielina 
(Mr.  Alcton)  says,  in  the  Sonthero  States,  they 
are  apnreheneive  of  the  admission  of  persons  from 
the  West  Indies,  and  that  this  resolution  does  not 
inhibit  their  introduction.  But  if  they  really  ap^ 
prebend  danger  from  this  quarter,  may  thev  not 
avert  it  by  prohibiting  the  importation  themselves  1 
Is  not  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  every  other 
Sutecompetent  totbiaact?  Then  what  occasion 
ia  there  for  the  amendment?  The  original  reao- 
lotion  stands  as  it  should  do**-all  theargnmenta 
urged  go  to  the  main  questioa.  Nor  are  we,  said 
Mr.  N.,  as  gentlemen  allege,  poiatin^  the  fingei 
of  sewn  or  uisapprobation  at  any  particular  State» 
On  the  contrary,  the  object  is  general.    But,  say 

gentlemen,  nonelMit  South  Car(»itta  admits  slaves; 
ut  does  this  prove  that  no  other  State  mav  not,  or 
wUl  not  admit  them  ?  And  if  this  aheuld  be  the 
case,  would  not  this  tax  bring  us  a  conoidembln 
enm  1  As  to  revenue,  it  is  true,  it  is  no  great  oh" 
ject ;  though  I  recollect  to  have  heard  a  Scotchman 
say,  many  mickles  make  a  muckle.  I  am  for  the 
resolution,  because  I  thin  k  the  (Mople  of  this  country 
should  held  un  their  haads  in  disapprobation  of 
the  conduct  or  South  Carolina — I  am  agaiast  th^ 
amendment,  because  it  would  prevent  the  emigre^ 
tion  of  a  useful  and  oppressed  class  of  men,  and 
thereby  operate  cruelly  towards  them. 

Mr.  SouTBABn  said,  the  object  of  the  resolution 
was  to  lay  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  on  slaves  imported 
into  the  United  States.  The  amendment  did  not 
correspond  with<the  spirit  of  the  Constitution;  for 
it  would  not  be  contended  that  the  convention  ever 
meant  to  place  free  white  persons  wishing  to  emr 
igrate  to  tne  United  States  under  the  same  embar* 
rassmeot  as  slaves.  The  importation  of  the  latter 
had  been  considered  as  a  great  injury ;  but  he 
would  ask  if  the  emigration  of  oppressed  Bnro* 


South  Carolina,  instead  of  imposing  a  tax,  they 
Bight  pass  a  resolution  expressive  or  their  dissat- 
ufaciion,  or  propose  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
ttitotion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Sloah,  which  was  lost— yeas  34« 

Mr.  NnidBOM  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  of 


to  evince  their  disapprobattoa  of  the  conduct  of   peans  was  an  injury  ?    We  have  only  to  look  over 


the  United  States  to  see  the  large  number,  as  well 
as  the  respectability  of  those  who  have  been  obliged 
to  pay  their  passage  by  binding  themselvee  oat  for 
a  term  of  years.  It  was  only  necessary  for  gelft- 
tlemen  to  view  this  subject  dispassionately  tor  a 
moment,  to  reject  the  amendment.  He  would  aahi 
I  if  the  amendment  cnrried|  whether  one  member 
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would  ¥01 '  for  the  rest^lution  ?  He  believed  not, 
tn  ti  would  be  a  greater  evil  to  prevent  the  emi- 
^ration  ol'  whiles  than  the  importation  of  slaves ; 
as  the  iniportntion  of  the  latter  would  be  limited 
to  the  year  1808.  when  he  had  no  do^bt  it  would 
be  prohibited  by  ibe  unanimous  vote  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Dana. — i(  I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jeresey  right,  he  imagines  the  amendment  is 
not  in  comphauee  with  the  spirit  of  the  Cunstitu- 
/  tion,  inasmuch, as  he  fs  of  opinion  that  the  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article  ought  to  be  restricted  in 
fair  meaning  to  »lav«8.  It  is  in  the  following 
words.  [Mr.  Qana  here  read  the  section.]  It  is 
said  he,  indeed  difficult  for  me  to  undervtand,  how 
an  amendment  in  the  very  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution, without  the  change  of  a  single  term*  can 
Tiolate  its  spirit.  Beeaune  the  same  words  are 
used,  is  it  to  be  inferred  it  Is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution  ?  I  am  sensible  the  amend- 
ment changes  the  complexion  of  the  reatoluiion; 
but  while  it  embraces  others,  it  includes  likewise 
those  persons  in  the  resolution.  Perhaps  it  may 
inclnde  some  persons  who  ought  to  be  excluded  ; 
but  it  should  be  observed  that  thi.H  is  only  a  reso- 
lution for  settling  the  principle,  and  that. the  sub-v 
ordinate  details  may  be  settled  in  a  bill.  Gentle- 
men will  not  contend  that  the  importation  of  all 
descriptions  of  white  persoi»s  is  beneficial.  I  re- 
collect one  Stale  into  which  a  cargo  of  convicts 
was  im|)0rted,' wl)jch'a  law  was  passed  to  prohibit. 
The  amendment'  then  merely  involves  the  ques- 
tion,, whether  the  resolution  shall  be  confined  to 
slaves,  or  be  extended  to  others. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr..  Dana's 
aroendraent  to  substitute  persons  in  the  room  of 
alaves,and  parsed  in  the  negative,  only  32  members 
rising  in  favor  of  i<. 

Mr.  Early. — I  wish  for  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  while  .J  submit  a  very  .few  observa- 
tions on  the  resolution  under  consideration,  which 
are  intended  to  go  to  a  single  point  which  has 
been  but  slightly  noticed  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
butivhich  may  be  placed  in  some  points  of  view 
that  are  important.,  I  mean  to  conhider  the  sub- 
ject as  a  matter  of  feeling,  in  relation  to  the  State 
on  which  it  is  about  to  bear.  To  her  it  is  not 
unimportant.  The  object  of  the  resolution  certain- 
ly is  either  to  point  the  disapprobation  of  this  na- 
tion at  the  practice  in  question,  or  to  raise  a  reve- 
nue from  that  practice.  It  is  either  one.  or  an 
union  of  brnh  these  ends.  If  the  object  be  to  point 
the  dinapprobation  of  the  nation  against  South 
Carolina,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  pause  and  reflect 
•on  the  consequences  of  suob  a  policy ;  and  I  beg 
all  to  recollect  that  they  are  interested  as  well 
as  South  Carolina, with  regard  to  such  policy. 
Those  who  regard  either  the  feelings  of  one  State, 
or  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  whole  nation, 
will  do  well  to  reflect  before  they  adopt  a  policy 
bottomed  on  such  a  principle. 

As  it  may  be,  that  the  measure  is  entertained  as 
a  source  of  revenue,  if  this  is  the  object,  I  will  a^k 
one  question.  Is  the  price  they  are  to  get  wonh 
the  pvil  tliey  create  ?  h  the  petty  ssutn  of  tiO,000 
or  S50.000  of^o  much  moment.  Is  it  a  yufficient 
object  io  this  Qokerument  tu  induce  ikeoft  to  adupt 


a  measure,  which  will  irritaieand  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  a  respectable  member  of  the  Cimfirderacy  1 
Forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  la  a  pei ty  sum  lo 
this  Government ;  but  it  is  not  so  lo  a  State ;  it  h 
not  bO  to  South  Carolina.  Let  gentlemen,  if  the y 
please,  attempt  to gft  round  ihequei«iiob,by  raying 
that  this  resolution  it  nut  exclu^ively  ccMifined  to 
South  Carolina — theevasioo  is  unworthy  of  them. 
The  whole  nation  knows.  South  Carolina  knows, 
and  we  know,  what  is  intended  by  t ;  and  it  is 
the-samea^  if  SouthCaiolina  was  on  the  face  of  it 
The  sum,  though  trifling  to  the  United  States,  is 
not  so  to  South  Carolina.  The  revenue  intended 
by  this  resolution  to  be  drawn  from  South  CiirO' 
lina,  will  equal,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  whole 
expense  of  her  government.  What,  iht'o,  will 
be  the  situation  of  the  people  of  that  State,  in 
case  this  resolution  is  adopted  ?  It  will  be  the 
situation  of  a  people  who  pay  a  double  lax.  They 
will  pay  a  tax  for  the  support  of  their  own  Gov- 
ernment; revenue  will  be  drawn  froin  tbem  for 
national  purposes,  as  from  the  other  pa^is  of  the 
Unions  and  they  will  be  burdened  with  an  ad- 
ditional tax,  equal  to  the  whole  expense  of  their 
State  Government.  I  will  ask  now,  whether  the 
evils  attending  such  an  imposition,  and  the  reflec- 
tions arising  from  it,  will  not  necessarily  irritate, 
wound,  and  ofiend  the  feelingsof  the  people  of  ihat 
State?  Whether,  then,  we  consider  itasa  measure 
to  evince  the  disapprobation  of  the  nation,  or  a^^a 
source  of  revenue,  it  flows  from  a  policy  equally 
questionable.  The  people,  sir.  of  South  Carolina 
cannot  avoid  the  reflt^tion,  that  ihe  fio^rof  scorn 
is  pointed  at  them ;  that  a  double  tax  is  im|io»ed  on 
them.  What  will  be  the  consequence?  That 
which  every  gentleman  must  foresee.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  foresee  it,  because  it  is  a  natural  conse- 
quence, such  as  must  fallow  whenever  the  common 
feeliagsof  human  nature areentertained.  Thecoa- 
sequence  will  be,  an  alienation  of  attachmeut  to 
and  respect  for  this  Government.  I  ask  gentle- 
men to  put  the  question  home  to  themselves, 
whether  the  revenue  they  expect  is  worth  the  sac- 
rifice? This  is  a  question  which  ought  never  to 
be  stirred  in  our  national  councils.  Though  older 
men  than  myself  might  better  tell  the  Commiitee 
than  I  can  do,  the  efiect  wbieh  introducing  this 
sabject  in  any  shape  invariably  has  had  on  the 
feelings  of  the  Government,  or  on  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  nation,  I  will  undertake  to  give  my 
opinion  of  it.  Sir,  1  have  alwavs  understood  that 
this  subject  was  found  iniMkt  difficult  to  be  adjusted 
in  the  Federal  Convention.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that,  when  brought  before  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  in  any  period  or  in  any  shnpe,a  fervor 
of  feeliuff  and  warmth  of  sentiment  never  failed  to 
disturb  the  public  harmony.  Bvery  man  knows 
the  eflect  of  the  ^mi  application  to  Congress  oa 
this  subject,  by  a  man  at  the  head  of  a  noted  body 
of  men  in  Pennsylvania  or  Delaware,  of  the  name, 
I  believe,  of  Warner  Mifflin.  All  know  the  effecu 
of  an  application  of  a  more  recent  date,  io  the 
other  branch  of  ihe  Legislature,  from  some  friend- 
ly peonle  northwardly.  All  know  the  effects  of 
the  celebrated  resolution  laid  on  our  table  the  last 
aeaatoD,  by  the  same  gentleman  who  has  favored 
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ttswiihibereitolation  ttDdercon:$iJeniiioOfte  make  | 
free  all  persons  buro  of  a  mother  in  ihe  Territory 
of  Coiuiobia,  afker  a  eertain  period.  All  will  r«- 
coJJect  itie  height  to  which  ibe  feeliogs  of  men 
were  wrought  on  those  occasions,  it  is  because 
tbeagiiaiiou  of  this  subject  always  bad  and  al- 
ways will  have  the  same  effect,  that  I  think  it 
OQght  never  to  be  introduced  into  this  House. 

There  is  another  idea  on  this  subject,  of  no  small 
iiDpurtance.  We  constantly  hear  from  different 
quarters  of  the  Union,  complain t^  relative  to  the 
unprotected  state  of  trade.  Memorials  lo  this«r> 
feet  are  every  day  heaping  themselves  upon  us. 
1  submit  then,  the  qucKtion,  whether  if  we  legalize 
this  iradej  so  (ar  as  the  imposition  of  tax  can  legal-, 
iztf  it,  we  shall  not  become  hound  to  protect  rt  as 
compleiely  as  we  are  bound  to  protect  any  other 
species  of  traffic?  And  whether  we  shall  nut  re- 
ceive crowds  of  memorials  to  this  effect,  from  negro 
merchants?  1  believe  we  sbaU;  and  if.  by  col- 
lecting a  revenue,  we  legalize  the  traffic,  they  will 
have  ide  same  rights  as  ether  traders. 

I  have  another  objection.    I-consider  it  as  open- 
ing an  objectionable  source  of  revenue.    I  consid- 
er it  objectionable  to  draw  revenue  from  such  a 
traffic.     Are  we  not  told,  in  a  loud  tone,  that  it  in- 
volves a  violation  of  every  principle  of  moral  obli- 
gation ;  that  it  is  a  crying  sin,  which  calls  for  the 
vengeance  of  Heaven  ?    Are  we  not  told,  on  this 
very  HooTy  that  h  is  so  black  a  sin  as  ought  to  in- 
duce as  to  expect  signal  vengeance  ?    Well,  after 
these  things  are  said  and  reiterated,  will  gentle- 
men con  I  end  that  this  is  a  proper  source  of  reve- 
nue? .  What !   Draw  resources  for  the  support  of 
a  great  State  from  acts  which  are  declared  to  be 
siosagaiHst  Heaven  ?    If  this4}e  correct,  then  may 
we  go  on  with  this  as  a  precedent,  and  take  the 
whole  catalogue  of  crimes^  and  draw  revenue  from 
every  oath  that  is  broken,  and  every  felony  that 
is  perpetrated  !    Thus,  by  taxing  every  crime,  we 
shall  ftupport  this  Government  by  the  commission 
of  crimes.    In  my  opinion,  the  adoption  of  a  law 
or  resolution  to  the  effect  of  that  on  your  table, 
will  fix  a  stain  on  the  records  of  ibis  House,  and 
on  the  character  of  the  nation,  at  which  our  pos^ 
terity  will  blush,  and  for  which  we.  in  our  mo- 
ments of  cool  re6ectioo,  will  have  ample  cause  to 
condemn  ourselves. 

There  are  other  points  which  might  be  noticed ; 
but  as  they  are  such  as  already  have  been  dwelt  on, 
orare  famiUr  to  the  minds  ot  the  members,  I  will 
not  detain  tbeCummittee  by  any  remarks  on  them, 
but  1  will  conclude  by  observing,  that  so  far  as  re- 
spects myself,  I  will  srive  this  resolution  a  more 
hearty  negative  that  1  have  ever  before  gived  in. 
my  life. 
[At  the  request  of  Mr.  Smilig,  the  act  of  Con- 

?re&s  passed  in  the  year  18U0,  was  read  by  the 
Jlerk.f 

Mr.  Broom. — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  in  expressias:  the  wish  that  this  resolu- 
tion had  never  been  brought  forward,  inasmuch 
as  I  wish  that  the  Suite  of  Suuih  Carilina,  in  im- 
itation of  her  sister  States,  had  never  given  oc- 
casion for  it.  It  is  said  that  this  \»  a  question 
which  has  always  produced  agitation  in  this 


House  whenever  it  came  before  it.  If  ihis  be  any 
argument  at  all.  it  is  in  fsvor  of  hringina  the  dis- 
cussion to  a  close,  by  1•xlingui^hi1ta  the  cause 
which  produces  it ;  for,  until  this  hhall  be  ihecasey 
there  will  a'wayir  be  found  men  in  this  House  to 
offer  a  similar  resolution,  the  result  of  which  may 
be  a  like  agitation.  The  question  is  not  now 
whether  this  resolution  shall  be  introduced,  but, 
as  it  is  introduced,  whether  it  shall  not  he  put  to 
sleep  forever,  by  exercising  at  once  our  Constitu- 
tional powers.  It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Alston.)  tnat  this 
measure  is  not  Constitutional,  because  it  operates 
partiallv. 

Mr.  Ai«8T0N  rose  to  explain.  If  be  had  said 
that  be  did  not  consider  the  resolution  as  Consti- 
tutional, he  bad  expressed  what  he  did  not  mean 
to  say.  He  had  meant  to  say,  and  he  believed  he 
bad  saidf  it  would  operate  partially  and  unjui«ily« 

Mr.  Broom. — I  am  gUd  the  gentleman  bus 
saved  the  time  of  the  House,  and  me  the  trouble 
of  confuting  theargument  which  I  had  coneeivea 
him  to  have  urged.  But  as,  on  this  point,  mueh 
hoiMst  fear  may  prevail,  I  mtt>(  be  permitted  to 
premise,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman's  ooocea- 
sion,  that  this  resolution  is  strictly  ConstitofiooaL 
The  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  if  there  were  no 
express  provision,  would  embrace  the  power ;  and 
one  of  the  first  laws  of  the  Government  would 
have  been  in  consonance  with  this  spirit,  to  pro- 
hibit a  trade  so  repugnant  to  the  uniform  tenor  of 
the  Constiturjon.  and  to  its  verv  preamble.  The 
first  object  of  a  bodv,  establisheu  to  guarantee  the 
rights  of  a  free  people,  but  for  this  provision,  would 
have  been  at  least  a  prohibition  of  the  extension 
,  of  slavery. 

Bui,  sajr  gentlemen,  there  is  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  declareti  that  all  ouiies  shall  be  uni- 
form ;  and  because  this  tax  will  operate  on  South 
Carolina  alone,  it  is  unconstitutional.  I  do  not 
know,  however,  that  Congress  are  bound  to  say 
that  each  State  shall  pay  an  exact  proportioo  of 
the  duties;  for.  in  so  extensivean  onion,  it  wonld 
he  iiaposstble  for  any  duty  to  be  laid  which  would 
affect  equally  all  parts  of  it.  Do  you  impose  a 
duty  on  distilled  spirits,  you  raii«e  one  part  of  the 
Union  in  arms;  do  you  tax  the  fi^heries, another 
part  of  the  Union  is  in  ferment;  and  so  with  re- 
spect to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  upon  otiier  articles 
consumed  unequally  in  different  parts  of  the  Union, 
No  tax  can,  from  the  natuie  of  things,  operate 
equally  on  all  the  States.  By  uniformity,  can 
only  be  meant  an  uniform  operation  on  all  the 
subjects  of  tax  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  they 
may  be  found.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that 
this  tax  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  has  the  very  uniformiiv  required  by 
the  Constitution,  for  no  part  of  the  Union  will  be 
exempted  by  any  act  of  ibe  Union  frpm  its  opera- 
tion. There  can  be,  therefore,  no  objection  to  the 
resolution  on  this  ground.  But  we  have  not  to 
resort  to  general  nrinciples  to  justify  a  tax  ex- 
pressly provided  ior  by  the  words  of  the  Coo- 
Miitution. 

**  The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
^  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 
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*  to  admit,  fil^all  not  be  prolitbtted  by  the  Congress 

<  prior  totb^  year  1806 ;  bnt  a  tax  or  doty  may  be 

<  imposed  on  such  traportafioD,  not  exceeding  ten 
'  doAars  for  each  person."  Here  there  is  an  ex- 
press provision  that  this  tax  may  be  imposed. 
Will  gentlemen  say  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
tbe  Convention  to  give  a  power  wbich  was  never 
to  be  carried  into  effect  ?  This  power  so  given 
implied,  on  the  part  of  the  Union,  an  agreement 
to  limit  the  amoont  of  the  tax,  and  on  the  part  of 
the  States  a  recognition  of  and  an  assent  to  it. 

It  is  said  this  measure  will  be  harsh,  oppressive, 
vmjost.  Why  ?  Because  it  will  operate  on  Sooth 
Carolina  alone.  But  I  will  ask,  if  such  be  the 
oharacteristics  of  this  power,  how  this  clause  be- 
oame  ingrafted  on  the  Constitution  ?  Was  there^ 
mat  in  the  Conventi6n,  on  this  subject,  conces- 
sion on  both  sides?  Did  not  the  Union  concede 
to  the  Southern  States,  that  prior  to  the  year 
1806,  there  should  be  no  prohibition  of  the  im- 
portation of  slaves?  But  did  not  the  States,  in- 
terested in  this  traffic,eoncede  to  the  United  States 
tbe  power  of  laying  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  upon  every 
imported  akve  ?  Gentlemen  then  bind  us  to  our 
eoncession;  tbe^say  it  is  harsh,  unjust;  that  it 
tewb  to  wound,  irritate,  and  harrow  op  their  feel- 
iagB*  If  this  logic  be  applied  to  the  private  trans* 
actions  of  life,  how  will  It  sound  ?  I  sell  a  man 
a  bone;  he  takes  it,  and  I  call  upon  him  for  the 
price  he  promised  to  give.  Instead  of  giving  me 
tlie  money,  be  savs  it  is  bard  and  unjust,  and  that 
it  tends  to  wound,  irritate,  and  harrow  op  his  feel- 
i9|;8'to  demand  it  of  him.  Why  did  Sooth  Car- 
olina snbnit  to  the  Constitution,  and  thereby 
pledge  horsf  If  to  pay  this  tax,  if  she  is  now  on- 
willing  to  submit  to  it  ? 

The  gentleman  says  this  ought  to  be  considered 
aaa  matter  of  feelinff,and  that  we  ought  not  thus 
10  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  the  State  of  South 
Carolina.  What  is  this  but  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  traffic  is  improper,  and  that  the  finger  of 
aeora  might  be  directed  to  it  ?  I  am  not  saying 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
liaa  are  wroag ;  but,  if  they  be  wrong,  to  smother 
up  the  transaction  without  exercising  bor  Consti- 
ttttional  power,  is  to  make  this  Government  a 

garty  in  the  wrong.  I  do  not  wish  to  point  the 
nger  of  scorn  at  any  State,  but  are  we  to  be  pre- 
vented, by  this  suggestion,  from  prohibiting,  as  far 
as  we  constitutionally  can,  a  trade  disapproved  of 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  country,  and  disap- 
proved of  by  the  laws  of  every  State  in  the  Union 
except  one  ?  To  show  the  extreme  abhorrence 
of  Congress  affainst  the  slave  trade,  we  have  but 
to  turn  to  thelaw  passed  in  the  year  1794 ;  what 
does  it  say  ?  "  If  any  citixen  or  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States  shall,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
'  and  meaning  of  this  act,  take  on  board,  receive, 
'  or  transport  any  such  persons  as  above  described 
'  in  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as 

<  slaves^  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and 
'  pay,  for  each  and  everv  person  so  received  on 
*  board,  transported,  or  sold,  as  aforesaid,  two  hun- 
'  dred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  the 
'  United  States  proper  to  try  the  same ;  the  first 

<  moiety  thoeof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 


'  and  the  other  moiety  te  the  use  of  such  person 
'  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the 
*  same.''  By  this  act  all  citizens  are  prohibited 
from  fitting  out  vessels  for  carrying  on  tfan  trade, 
and  not  only  the  ship  is  forit^ited,  but  a  penalty  ie 
likewise  imposed  of  two  hundred  dollacs.  In  the 
year  1600,  another  act  was  passed  by  Congress, 
which  has  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  In  this  aet, 
Coorgress  have  manifested  their  sense  of  tlie  in- 
humanity of  this  trade,  and  they  have  impesed 
penalties  on  carrying  on  a  trade  in  slaves  even 
from  one  foreign  port  to  another.  I  ask  if  this  ia 
not  exhibiting,  in  the  strongest  terms^  thedisappro* 
bation  of  Conmss  against  this  traffic  ?  When,  not 
contented  with  prohibituig  transactions  relative  to 
it,  which  occur  under  our  own  eyes,  they  inflict  s^ 
vere  penalties  upon  those  who  pursue  it  in  foreign 
ports.  Every  State  but  South  Carolina  has  pass- 
ed prohibitory  laVs  oa  this  sulqect.  I  presume 
that  the  pecuniary  interests  of  other  States  eoft- 
nected  with  it.  are  equal  to  those  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Tb^y,  nowever,  standing  aloof  from  this 
pursait  of  paltry  gain,  and  actuated  by  motives  of 
humanity  and  justice,  hare  entirely  interdicted 
it.  South  Carolina  alone,  nninflnenced  by  the 
example  of  her  sister  States,  has  opened  her  doors 
to  the  introduction  of  slaves. 

If,  then,  their  object  be  profit,  let  us,  as  far  as 
we  can,  reduce  thiar  profit ;  let  us  throw  every  im- 
pediment we  can  in  the  way  of  it.  But  it  has 
been  said,  and  with  some  degree  of  apparent  tri- 
umph, in  ari^ment.  that  if  we  pass  the  proposed 
law,  we  shall  thereby  regulate  this  trade,  and,  ia 
doing  so,  be  bound  to  protect  iu  Astonished,  sir, 
I  sbmild  be  to  see  that  standard,  heretofore  raisea 
in  the  defence  of  liberty,  now  reduced  to  protect 
the  slave  trade.  Fortunately,  however,  we  can 
never  be  bound  to  protect  this  trade,  becaase  the 
United  States  have  solemnly  declared  that  it  shall 
never  be  carried  on  in  any  of  our  vessels,  or  by 
any  of  our  citizens.  How,  then,  protect  it?  In 
French,  Spanish,  or  English  vessels  ?  Does  not 
the  common  sense  of  every  n»n  revdt  at  the  ideti 
By  the  laws  of  the  land,  our  own  citizens  cannot 
carry  on  the  trade ;  surely,  then,  we  cannot  be 
called  on  to  protect  foreign  ressels  in  practices 
disallowed  to  our  own  citizens.  We  have,  there- 
fore, no  reason  on  earth  to  fear  that  our  anned 
vessels  will  be  degraded  by  convoying  a  parcel  of 
slaves  to  this  boasted  laiid  of  liberty. 

But  it  IS  said  that  we  shall  encourage  the  trade 
by  drawing  a  revenue  from  it.  I  appeal  to  the 
correct  sense  of  gentlemen,  whether  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  upon  an  article  can  be  considered 
as  encouraging  its  imporution?  Have  duties  ioi- 
iH)sed  upon  imported  articles  ordinarily  this  c^ect? 
No.  If  this  effect  is  intended,  the  way  is  to  atrip 
them  of  duties ;  and,  tn  the  case  df  a  favorite  ar- 
ticle, always  to  keep  it  exempt  from  duty.  To 
be  told,  then,  because  we  lay  a  dutv  upon  the  im- 
portation of  slaves,  we,  ther^ore,  lavor  their  im- 
portation, is  the  most  novel  principle  I  ever  heard 
of. 


It  is  said  this  duty  will  not  prohibit  the  import- 
ation of  slaves.  I  would  bejg^uid  if  it  should  have 
the  effect  of  prohibiting  their  importation ;  but  I 
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wiU  aekaowledge  I  despair  of  any  frekt-eflecl  bs- 
lag  prodtieed  in  tbit  way.  Bat  tnoiigl^  it  may 
Boi  lia?e  this  effect,  it  aiay  depress  the  great  stun- 
aios  the  trader  has  to  carry  on  this  trade.  It  can 
only  be  carried  on  from  motives  of  gain.  WtU  it 
be  said  to  be 'no  trifliag  thiog  to  impose  a  tax  of 
ten  deUars  a  head  on  a  cargo  of  three  or  four  ban* 
hxA  blaefcsl  Will  this  be  no  dimtaatten  of  profit  ? 

This  is  all  we  can  da    Let  as,  thea,  do  all  we 
can,  and  leaye  the  rest  to  Pro? ideneew    Let  as  not 
call  for  help  ositil  we  bare  first  helped  oarseli^es. 
Let  ns  not  sajr  theConstitatioa  ties  ottr  hands  from 
doing  anything,  when  we  are  stared  on  the  ^ery 
Ibce  of  it,  with  the  power  to  do  something.    IVe 
shall  never  be  able  to  wipe  awav  ihe  disgrace  of 
•aeoaragtng  the  slave  trade,  which  may  be  im- 
poted  to  us,  unless  we  pass,  to  the  full  extent  of 
oor  Constituiiona!  powers,  laws  to  prohibit  it. 
Vivi  not  the  reflection  be  cast  upon  us,  that,  aAer 
having  achieved  our  liberty,  our  first  act  was  to 
trample  under  foot  the  most  sacred  rights  of  hu- 
manity and  justice  ?  If  what  we  shall  do  will  not 
•mount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  trade,  is  all  our 
labor  therefore  lost?    No,  sir;  we  may  draw  a 
revenue  from  it.    We  are  told  that  this  will  be 
disgraceful ;  that  it  will  be  the  price  of  infatny  ; 
no  that  aa  honest  Government  ought  not  to  draw 
I  revenue  from  so  corrupt  a  source.    In  answer 
to  this  suggestion,  I  will  appeal  to  the  sentiments 
of  V9^iyf  member  oX  this  Commtttee.    If  it  be  in- 
famous, as  gentlemen  contend,  the  Constitution 
hastiea  np  our  hands;  the  Coostitution  has  le- 
galized the  trade.    If  there  be  infamy  in  it,  we 
are  bound  to  submit  to  it.    Under  these  circum- 
stances, what  does  common  sense  tell  us  to  do  ? 
To  make  the  most  of  the  power  we  possess.  There 
is  evil  enough,  God  knows^  in  the  trade,  and 
we  can  only  lessen  this.  Qvil  by  extracting  as 
much  good  from  it  as  we  can.    Is  it  just  to  say  | 
a  Gtovemmeot  patronizes  crimes  because  it  de- 
rives profit  (jrom  the  labor  of  her  criminal  con- 
victs?   It  is  contrary  to  common  sense  to  draw 
such  a  concluaion.    Gentlemen  say,  if  you  draw 
revenue  from  this  source,  you  may  as  well  obtain 
it  from  licensing  thieves,  murderers,  and  the  per- 
petrators of  other  crimes.    But  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  cases.    In  one  ease  you 
bave  a  right  to  punish^  andy  by  punishing,  prevent 
the  commission  of  cnmes.    But  here  our  hands 
ire  tied.    Thus  far,  says  the  Coastitntioni  you 
>hall  go,  and  m)  farther.    We  may  prevent,  and 
We  do  prevent,  our  own  citizens  from  carrying  on 
the  slave  trade,  but  they  dare  not  go  further. 
With  this  view  of  the  sabject,  I  ask  whether  im- 
K^ing  a  duty  can  be  considered  as  sanctioning 
the  act?    A  thief  we  may  punish;  but,  in  this 
esse,  we  cannot  drag  to  our  tribunals  men  who 
owe  no  allegiance  to  our  Government,  and  who 
ire  sheltered  under  a  Constituiional  provision. 

We  impose  duties  on  all  articles  except  those 
we  think  proper  to  encourage.  Why,  tnen,  ex- 
onpt  this?  Unfortuaately^  a  slave  is  considered 
^y  our  laws  as  an  article  of  property,  and  eomes 
within  the  elass  of  property  imported  into  the 
Waited  Slates.  Upon  sadt,  sugar,  and  other  arti- 
^  of  the  fiiat  neeeaaity,  we  have  laid  high  and 


oppreaaive  datiea.    We  have  laid  a  duty  of  twenty 
centa  on  every  bushel  of  aalt,  and  correapondent 
dtttiea  on  tea,  cofiee,  sugar,  and  molasses.    I  ask^ 
then,  when  it  is  considered  that  these  articles  are 
extensively  consumed  bv  the  poor  of  oor  country, 
do  we  not  take  from  labor  the  price  of  its  indua* 
try,  while  we  omit  to  lay  any  duty  on  slaves,  who, 
so  far  from  being  owned  by  the  poor,  are  the  ezf» 
elusive  property  of  the  rich  ? — U^os'  exempting- 
this  article  of  luxury,  while  others  of  the  first  na» 
cessity.  which  are  consumed  by  the  poor,  in  com- 
mon with  all  desoriptions  of  citizens,  are  bardaaed, 
with  a  heavy  duty.    While  articles  allowed  to  be 
beaeficial  to  all  classes  nay  high  duties,  articles 
which  are  iajuriouu^  useo  by  tl^  rich  to  pamper 
their  luxury,  remain  free  from  duty,  and  all  the 
efibrta  of  the  nation  cannot  obtain  the  impoaitioa 
of  even  a  alight  doty  on  them.    How  ineonaiatent 
ia  thia  with  the  pompoua  profeaaion  of  relieving 
the  poor,  ao  long  sooaded  in  our  earsl    We  have 
heard  it  triumpbantlv  announced  that  the  miileii- 
nium  has  arrived,  and  that  poor  men  are  no  longer 
to  be  oppressed  with  grievous  taxea ;  aad  yet,  when 
we  propose  to  lay  a  doty,  whoae  efiect  might  be 
to  leaaen  the  tax  on  the  neceaaariea  of  life,  we  are 
told  we  are  not  to  do  it,  beeauae  it  wiU  irritate 
the  rich*    I  would  not  wish  to  wound  the  feel« 
ings  of  any  man,  but  I  do  not  know  why  we  should 
tramfi^  oa  the  poor  in  order  to  privil^  the  rich. 
In  this  country,  I  know  of  no  such  privilefed 
order,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall  know  it.    Viewed 
in  the  aapect  of  revenue,  is  the  duty  so  small  as  to 
be  UB  worthy  of  notice  ?    If  the  tax  produce  only 
$20,000,  it  will  enable  ua  to  take  on  the  Ux  oa 
pepper;  and  should  it  produoe  only  910,000^. we 
may  take  ofi*  the  tax  on  medicinea  aiHl  a  variety 
of  other  articlca  oonaumed  by  a|l  claaaes  of  our  cit- 
izens.   But  it  may  not  beaa  ajnall  aa gentlemaa 
imagine.    If  10,000  slaves  are  imported  in  a  yeari 
it  will  amount  to  #100,000.    It  ispoaaible  daubla 
that  sum  mav  arise  from  it.    I  affect  not,  on  this 
point,  to  speax  with  precision,  but  if  we  reckon  on 
what  has  occurred  in  past  times,  we  calculate  oa 
improper  data.    As  we  shall  in  a  short  time  pos- 
sess the  power  of  entirely  prohibiting  the  trade, 
the  present  moment  will  probably  be  seized  as  the 
last  days  in  which  this  iniquitous  trade  may  be 
triumphantly  carried  on.    In  order  to  meat  future 
demands,  thoae  engaged  in  it  will  go  to  the  full 
extent  or  their  capital — to  the  whole  length  of 
which  im  portations  will  be  made.  This  is  a  strong 
reason  for  our  doing  ail  in  our  power  to  repcesa 
this  trade. 

I  need  not  dwell  on  the  great  number  of  slaves 
concentred  in  the  Southern  States.  At  the  time 
of  taking  the  census  they  amounted  to  832,00(k 
In  the  Stateof  South  Carolina  there  were  146,000 
slaves,  and  199,000  whites.  I  need  not  expatiate 
on  the  greatness  of  this  evil.  Not  only  South 
Carolina  may  suffer,  but  all  the  other  neighboring 
States  may  share  the  evil.  Those  Stales  who 
are  ashamed  to  avow  a  participation  in  the  trade, 
may  be  indebted  to  her  for  an  augmentation  of 
their  slaves;  and  the  evil  may  extend  to  thosa 
Stales  who  now  believe  themselves  secure.  If 
thaaa  people  were  to  riaa  oa  their  maateisi  laak  if 
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the  whot4>  Union  would  not  be  boand  to  assist  in 
puTtinsT  them  down  1  It  is  not,  therefore,  South 
Carolina  alone,  but  all  the  mennbers  of  this  Gun- 
federacy  that  may  be  disturbed  by  the  accumuta 
tton  of  this  evil.  It  is  from  these  considerations — 
because  I  wish  this  traffic  to  be  checked,  and  be- 
cause. a}<  an  object  of  revenue,  I  am  for  making 
the  most  of  the  evil,  and  because  we  may  be  ena- 
bled thereby  to  exempt  articles  of  the  first  oeces- 
ail y  from  at  lea:«t  a  part  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them — that  1  am  of  opinion  that  we  ougrht  not,  in 
justice, to  exempt  ihisarticleany  longer  from  duty 

[After  the  speech  of  Mr.  Broom,  the  debate  went 
on  during  the  remainder  of  this  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  ensuing  day.  Having  already  pre* 
seated,  in  the  remarks  of  the  preceding  spenkers, 
Dearly^ihe  whole  of  the  prominent  facts  and  ideas 
disclosed  in  the  debate,  we  shall,  from  a  necessary 
regard  to  other  more  important  matter,  pass  lightly 
over  that  part  of  it  which  followed,  confining  bur 
notice  principally  to  replies  and  explnnations 
drawn  forth  from  the  observations  already  detailed. 
This  course  is  pursued  to  give  an  impartial  sketch 
of  what  occurred. — Editors.'] 

Mr.  3loan  spoke  at  some  lenjrth,  enforcing  the 
ideas  previously  expressed  by  bim. 

Mr.  BedInqer  assigned  his  reasons  for  being 
against  the  resolution!*.  He  viewed  the  slave  trade 
as  a  great  evil,  but  he  feared  the  imposition  of  a 
duty  would  rather  encourage  than  repress  the  im- 
portation of  slaves.  He  knew  the  tax  would  be 
disagreeable  to  his  constituents,  and  he  would 
rather  go  on  without  receiving  a  cent  from  it  than 
raise  money  in  such  a  way. 

Mr.  Early  ^aid  that  he  was  far  from  intending 
to  charge  the  mover  of  the  resolution  with  a  dis- 
position to  wound  the  feelings  of  anf  member  of 
the  House.  He  had  said  nothings  to  that  e£r*ct. 
HewoulJ  on  the  contrary  observe  that  he  consid- 
ered the  manner  of  the  gentleman  mild,  and  such 
as  bad  not  rendered  him  in  the  least  obnoxious  to 
such  a  charge.  He  had  said  that  the  feelings  of 
South  Carolina  would  be  probably  wounded  by 
Jhe  measure.  He  had  no  disposition,  iiow)ever,  to 
charge  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  ^Mr. 
Sloan)  with  such  an  intention.  The  task  of 
wounding  the  feelings  ot  South  Carolina  (if  the 
observations  of  a  gentletnan  on  this  flocM'  could 
wound  her  feelings)  had  been  reserved  for  the-gen 
tleman's  friend  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Broom.)  who 
had  taken  occasion  to  heap  on  her  bead,  so  far  as 
related  to  the  importatioD  of  slaves,  every  term 
of  reproach  which  his  imagination  could  bring  to 
his  aid.  If  he  expected  he  would  be  imitated  in 
such  a  procedure,  he  would  be  mistaken.  One 
word  in  reply  to  an  observation  which  he  had  ap- 
plied to  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  had  said  that 
the  evil  was  not  confined  to  South  Carolina,  but 
that  it  extended  to  the  neighboring  States — that 
it  extended  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  though 
ashamed  to  avow  her  approhaitoo  of  it,  partici- 
pated, not  wit  hs  andiog,  with  South  Carolina  in  it. 
Give  me  leave  to  say,  said  Mr.  E.,80  ar  as  relates 
to  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  she  has  not  been<— 
that  she  never  will  be — ashamed  to  avow  what 
the  doeaj  and  thatjao  far  from  approving  this  trad^i 


sfie  took  a  step  six  or  eight  years  hack,  that  had 
not  then  been  taken  by  any  other  State:  ^be  pro- 
hibited the  traffic  by  au  express  injunction  of  her 
constitution.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
show  anything  in  his  own  constiiutioo  like  this. 
On  this  occasion,  the  opponents  of  the  npaolution 
were  disposed  to  treat  the  sahjeet  with  temper. 
Heretofore,  the  temper  which  bad  been  displayed 
had  originated  with  them,  but  now  it  has  pro- 
ceeded from  a  different  qoaner. 

The  debate  here  closed  for  this  day.  The  Com- 
mittee rose  about  4  o'clock,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 

WEDNGsnAT,  January  22. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Tbompson  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  representing  that  the  ftres 
paid  to  the  oificers  of  the  courts  are  exorbitant 
and  oppressive,  and  praying  that  the  fees  may  be 
reduced  to  the  same  amount  chargeable  in  the 
couri-NofVirgiaia.— Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  on  the  resolution  ofiieied  by 
Mr.  Nelson. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  the  object 
of  wnich  was  to  show  the  necessity  of  uniformity 
in  certain  judii'ial  proceedings  of  the  States,  Blr. 
BiowELL  offered  the  following  resolution : 

RtBohed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  eoa- 
sider  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further  provision 
ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  prescribing  the  msoner 
in  which  the  public  act«,  reoonis,  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings of  the  respective  States  shall  be  proved,  and  the 
effect  thereof;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  fire 
members. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiuee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  jurisdiction,  ia 
certain  cssps,  to  the  State  Judges  and  State 
Courts.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto. 

Ortlered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  for  impos- 
ing a  tax  of  ten  dollars  upon  every  alave  impoited 
into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dawson.— B very  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  on  this  unfinished  business  has  expressed 
bis  regret  at  its  introduction — none  feel  it  more 
than  I  do;  of  the  sincerity  of  which  declaratioa 
I  mean  to  give  a  proof  by  the  motion  which  I 
shall  makejo  you. 

If  this  regret  was  felt  at  the  introductionj  it 
must  be  increased  by  the  course  which  the  argu- 
ment has  taken,  and  by  ibe  warmth  which  bus 
attended  it.  At  a  lime  like  this,  when  depredations 
are  committed  on  our  commerce,  coasts,  and  har- 
bors; when  our  pro|»erty  is  plundered,  our  citi- 
zens and  our  country  malifeated  and  insulted,  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  more  wise  and  more 
patriotic  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  accommodation, 
aud  to  unite  all  our  efforu  and  wiadooi  in  adopting 
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tbose  nopasarea  best  calcuUt«»d  lo  meet  this  fftaie 
ordji'ogs,  to  support  our  just  claimM,  to  vindicate 
our  violated  rights;  and  nut  to  intruduce  stubJcctK 
which  will  iiieviiably  create  division,  which  will 
excite  one  section  o{  ibe  continent,  one  purtion  uf 
our  felfow-citizens.  against  another,  thereby  dis- 
turbing that  harmony  and  union  of  councils  so 
nec^'s^ary  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

With  this  view  of  our  situation  in  order  to 
take  such  measures  as  the  siate  of  our  country 
requires,  I  mo>ve  to  postpone  the  farther  consider- 
ation of  that  resolutioii  until  tbi^  day  week,  in 
order  that  we  may  go  into  Committee  of  tbe 
WhuU*  on  (he  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Lbib  opposed,  and  Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennes- 
see, supported  the  po>tponement. 

Mr.  Broom  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ypoke  of  a  dei;ree  of  warmth  excited  by  this 
discussion.  I  presume,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  this 
remark  he  had  some  allusion  to  me.  I  must  eon- 
fess  I  am  sorry,  that  any  gentleman  should  have 
so  understood  my  observations  as  to  suppose  them 
applicable  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  any 
8ia(e  io  (be  Uuion.  1  assure  the  House  I  intend- 
ed my  ubstTvaiions  should  apply  to  the  slave 
trade  as  carried  on  from  Africa,  and  not  to. any 
State  or  member  on  this  floor.  I  perceived  by  a 
law  of  the  United  States  that  this  trade  was  not 
permitted  to  be' carried  on  by  any  State,  or  citizen 
of  the  United  8(ates.  I  therefore  could  not  pre- 
sume it  was  so  carried  on,  and  could  therefore 
mean  no  reflection  on  any  State  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  My  obstervations  were  exclu- 
sively applicable  to  Che  ^laTe  trade. 

MessrK.  Sloan,  STAWToif,  FisK,  and  Elmer, 
spoke  against  the  postponement,  and  Mr.  Tao- 
GART  against  the  resolution.  When  the  question 
on  postponement  waa  lost — yeas  35. 

Mr.  Dana  took  an  htMoricat  view  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  Congrebs  on  this  anbject ;  regretted 
the  rpjection  uf  his  amendment  and  added,  thait  as 
the  sole  question  was  now  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, a  question  which  he  had  wished  to  have 
parried,  but  which  the  committee  had  determined 
should  be  taken,  end  he  was  then'ofiicially  called 
vponto  express  his  approbation  or  disapprobation 
of  the  slave  trade,  h«f  could  not  hesitate  for  a  mo 
meat  doing  the  latter.  He  should  therefore  vote 
for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Alston  placed  in  a  more  expanded  view 
bis  observations  of  yesterday,  and  made  addi- 
tional remark'*. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  supported  the  resolution,  and 
Tindicated  the  State  he  represented  from  any  im- 
jiutation  from  nut  having  a  simibir  feature  in  her 
constitution  to  that  of  the  constitution  of  Greor- 
gia.  He  observed  that  the  constitution  of  Con- 
necticut, having  had  its  origin  about  two  hundred 
years  ago.  bad  not  foreseen  the  present  state  ol 
thiogn;  but  he  begged  permission  to  say,  that 
Connecticut  had  never  received  into  her  bosom 
any  of  the  species  of  property  alluded  to. 

Some  recriminations  ensued  b«*tweeD  several 
memiiers,  on  the  participation  of  the  traders  ol 
some  of  the  New  fioglaud  States  in  earryiog  on 
the  Uave  trade. 


Messrs.  8m i lib  and  Southard  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length  in  favor  uf  the  rt^soluiion. 

Mr.T.  MooRB  said  he  had  not  on  this  occasioa 
expected  to  have  risen  ;  but  as  he  was  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  South  Carolina,  he  thought  it 
his  duly  to  ofler  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

He  said  it  was  true  he  was  one  of  those  who 
had  expressed  his  expectation  that  the  Legiala- 
ture  of  Siuih  Carolina  wouhd  pass  prohihitorf 
laws  against  the  importation  of  slaves.  He  had 
no  douot  other  Representatives  of  lite  State  had 
expressed  in  private  the  same  opinion.  It  was 
probable,  under  that  expectation,  that  the  House 
had  postponed  the  further  consideration  of  the  re- 
soiuiton  the  session  before  the  last.  Be  that  as 
it  might  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  eharge 
him  with  duplicity.  He  would 'state  some  facts 
not  kuAwn  to  every  one.  It  would  be  recollected, 
after  the  postponement  had  taken  niace  here,  in 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  a  bill  had  pass- 
ed the  House  of  Representatatives  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, and  had  been  lost  in  the  Senate  but  by  a 
single  vote.  The  last  sesi^ion  of  the  Legislature, 
the  same  thing  had  occurred.  He  would  a>k,  it 
this  did  not  justify  the  expectation  he  had  ex« 
pressed?  As  he  was  up,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  could 
not  avoid  making  a  reply  to  a  few  of  the  pbser- 
vat  ions  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
Broom.)  He  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  hear 
a  gentleman  on  this  floor,  express  such  sentiments 
ormalice  and  disrespect  towards  Suuth  Carolina 
and  her  citizens.  He  had  hoped,  from  a  gen- 
tleman who  lately  came  into  the  House,  more 
prudence.  But  be  his  standing  what  it  might,  he 
would  tell  him  his  expressions  had  been  felt  b^ 
the  Representatives  of  that  State.  He  had  made 
a  long  narangue  to  make  the  House  believe  that 
a  tax  of  ten  dollars  would  do  ey^rything;  but 
there  was  not  a  single  gentleman  in  the  House, 
acquainted  with  business,  who  could  believe  that 
it  would  prevent  the  importation  of  aMngle  slave. 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  make  this  single  observation, 
and  let  the  gentleman  apply  it  as  he  pleased.  He 
would  remind  him  of  the  anecdote  between  the 
bedlamite  and  the  beau*  who  had  a  sword  swag- 
gering at  his  side;  when  the  latter  was  asked  what 
he  had  that  sword  for,  he  sahl  it  was  to  kill  his 
enetoies— let  them  alone, said  the  former,  they  will 
die  of  themselves.  If  the  gentleman  bad  saved 
himself  the  trouble  of  making  the  dinrespectful 
epithets  in  which  he  had  indulged,  he  might  have 
created  less  cause  for  irritation,  and  everything 
might,  perhaps,  h<ive  been  put  on  the  best  looting 
for  pas.sjng  prohibitory  lax^'s. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Sloan  and  SHiLtB, 

Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee  entered  largely  into 
the  field  of  argument  against  the  resolution. 

When  the  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was 
ag^reed  to — yeas  79. 

The  Committee  having  risen,  and  the  House 
being  resumed,  took  the  rej)ort  of  the  Committee 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Clark,  having  made  a  few  remarks  againal 
agreeing  to  the  re^luiion,  asked  fur  the  lakiog 
fit  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  Alston  isid,  if  the  retohition  w«re  topMs, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  made  intelligible.  What 
coBslitoted  aslave?  That  which  made  a  slave 
in  one  State  did  not  make  it  in  another.  A  cargo 
of  persoDa  brought  into  Sooth  Carolina  became, 
under  her  laws,  slaves,  who  would  not  be  slaTes 
under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  Are  we  then 
about  to  pass  a  law  for  revenue,  that  taxes  the 
Tery  persons  in  Sooth  Carolina  that  are  not  tax* 
aUe  in  Massachusetts  1 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nay*  on  agreeing  to  the  resolutioi^^yeas  90,  nays 
35,  as  follows : 

TsAs— Issac  AnderMm,  John*  Archer,  David  fisrd, 
Burwall  Bsssstt,  Silas  Betlon,  Bsmabss  BidweU, 
ThoaMS  Bbontyiames  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Boyle,  i<te  Chandler*  Martin  Chittonden,  John  Clai- 
borne,  Qaoige  Clinton,  Jan.,  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Oichard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Richsrd 
Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dona,  Boa  Darby,  John  Davenport, 
jnn.,  William  Dickson,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeneser  Elmer, 
WUliam  Ely,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Crrsy,  Andrew 
Oxeggt  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings, 
WiUiam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Hongh,  Joha 
O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Henty  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiidi  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon  OKn,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jan.,  John  Pngh,  Jostah  Qaincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennayl- 
nmia,  John  Russell,  Peter  Saillv,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Sbenexer  Seaver,  James  Slosn,  John  Smifie,  John  Cotton 
ftnith,  John  Smith,  Ssibuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnei  Ten- 
Dsy,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Tiigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Daniel  C, 
Yerplaock,  Poleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton,  John 
WhttehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Mar- 
madoke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
William  Bntler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Christo- 
plier  Clark,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  John  Dawson,  EUas 
Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  WiUiam  McCreery, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
(y Brien  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
son, David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynne. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 

Sirsoant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr. 
LOAN,  Mr.  Fisk,  and  Mr.  Dana,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 


Thorodat,  January  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford, 

jliesa/aedy  That  a  commiuee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  District  of 
North  ^rolina. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stanpord.  Mr.  Clark, 
R»d  Mr.  Williams,  of  Sooth  Caroliiia.  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resoln* 
tion. 


DETACHMENT  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  Several 
blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled  up,  one  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  as 
part  of  the  deta(;hment  any  corps  of  volunteers 
who  shall  engage  to  continue  in  service  six  months 
after  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  an- 
other appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
pay  ana  subsistence  of  such  part  of  the  detach- 
ment as  may  be  called  into  service.  When  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  these 
amendments,  in  which  the  House  concurred. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by 
striking  out  the  following  words,  in  italic^  relative 
to  the  proportions  of  the  detachment  lo  be  called 
from  the  respective  States;  ^lo  be  apportioned  bj 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  mUUvn 
retume  of  the  last  year,  in  caeee  mere  aiidk  re* 
turru  were  made,  and  in  ca$e$  wheresuch  returns 
were  not  made  the  last  veor,  by  suck  other  data 
as  he  shall  judge  equilable^^*  and  by  substituting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  words,  '*  according  to  the  last 
census." 

Mr.  VaRnum  stated  several  reasons  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  withdrew  bis  amendment,  and  moved 
a  modification  of  it ;  which  he  also  withdrew  on  aa 
explanation  made  by  Mr.  Varnoic.  When  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  that  on  the  third  of  Deeemhei 
the  following  resolution  had  been  entered  into  by 
the  House: 

<«  JUeohed,  That  so  nrabh  of  the  Messaga  of  the 
Prssident  of  the  United  States  as  relateatn  the  tmdwt 
of  the  bellifferent  Powers  towasds  the  Unttad  Staftes, 
and  the  unjostifiable  constractioo  lately  given  by  eesM 
of  them  to  the  law  of  nations  as  it  regards  tha  rights 
of  neutrals,  be  reforrsd  to  the  Committee  of  Warn  and 
Means.*' 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  did  not  know  how  this  sub- 
ject came  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  believed  it  furnished  the 
first  instance  of  a  great  national  principle  being 
referred  to  any  standing  or  select  committee  m 
the  House.  It  had  always  been  usual  to  refec 
such  principles  for  settlement,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  which  committee  several  memorials  on 
the  same  subject  had  been  referred.  There  was 
another  circumstance  which  it  was  necessary  to 
state,  which  was  ihe  deranged  situation  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  three  members 
of  which  were  absent  from  the  House.  As  this 
was  confessedlf  the  most  important  subject  be- 
fore them,  he  trusted  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
make  would  prevail. 

Mr,  Smilib  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Wa)rs  and  Means  be  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  0,01  NOT  said,  if  the  object  was  to  discuss 
the  propriety  of  the  reference  of  this  subject  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  doubcad 
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wbetber  the  laotion  wore  in  order,  as  tbe  Mme 
point  had  been  before  debated  at  large  when  the 
refenoee  obtaioed.  He  ahoald  auppose  the  most 
jiroser  course  would  be  lo  call  oo  ihe  cbairmaa 
of  tbe  coomittee  to  iafbrm  the  House  io  whai 
situatioa  the  basineta  atood.  The  ehairaaan 
might,  perhaps,  be  ui  bis  place  to-morrow.  U  ap- 
peared to  him.  that  thk  motion  might  implfa 
ceasare  iipoo  the  commiitee. 

Mr.  Smiub  said  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  the 
Gommittee,  and  said  he  would,  at  the  request  of  the 
membw,  withdraw  his  motiim  UDtil  toHSonrow. 

DEFBKCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARB0H8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolred 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  tbe  Union,  on  tbe  report  of  a  select  committee 
on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  that 
relates  to  tbe  defendiog  our  ports  and  harbors,  dbc 
The  first  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 
Smoked^  That  a  sua  of  meney,  not  ezceediiig  one 
hundrad  and  &£ky  thousand  dollars*  be  appiopriatod  to 
eaable  the  President  of  the  United  9utes,  to  cause  our 
ports  and  harbors  to  be  better  fortified  and  protected 
sgainst  any  insult  or  injui^. 

Mr.  DAwaoN. — ^At  the  commencement  of  the 
pesent  session,  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
m  obedience  to  his  duty,  made  known  to  us  the 
state  of  Che  nation ;  he  then  informed  us,  that» 
.  ''Our  coasts  have  been  infested,  and  onr  haihors 
watched,  Igr  priwta  anned  iresseis,  some  of  them  iii«h« 
oat  commissions,  aspe  with  illegal  commissions,  otheis, 
with  those  of  legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts 
beyond  the  authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have 
captured  in  the  veiy  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  weU 
ss  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  ▼essels  of  our  friends 
coming  to  trade  with  us,  but  our  own  also.  They  have 
carried  them  off,  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication, 
but  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  Justice,  they  have 
phmdered  and  sunk  tfaem  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure 
piacsi,  where  no  etidence  could  arise  against  tiiem, 
Mdtreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  Uiem  in  boats  in 
the  open  sea,'«r  on  desert  shores,  without  food  or  eoTer* 
bg.  These  enonmties  appearing  lo  be  nmeached  by 
aay  oentrel  0i  their  flofwi eigns,  I  found  it  nesssissy  <o 
eqaip«  fonoaw  to  cittlse  wilhtn  onr  own  seas,  to  arrest 
all  vesnls  of  these  descriptions  found,  hossiing  en  oar 
cossti,  within  the  limits  of  the  Gulf  BtrsMn*  spsd  to 
bnng  tbe  ofibndeis  in  for  trial  as  piiates. 

**  Tbe  same  system,  of  •hovsang  onour  eoosta  and  bar* 
bon,  under  eokir  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppnesrion  of  our  commerce." 

"With  Spain  our  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  dif- 
ferences haw  not  had  a  satisfactory  issue.  Spoliations 
daring  the  former  war,  for  which  she  had  formally  ac- 
knowledged herself  responnble,  have  been  reftised  to 
be  compensated  but  on  conditions  alfecting  other  claims 
in  nowise  connected  witii  them.  Tet  the  same  prac- 
tices are  renewed  in  the  present  war,  and  are  already 
ef  great  amonnt  On  the  Mobfle,  onr  commeree  pass- 
ing through  that  ri^rer  continues  to  be  obstructed  by 
sriiitrsey  dntiss  and  seaotioas  seaiches.  PvopedMoas 
for  adgmaiag  oaiieafahr  the  boundaries  of  Looisisna 
have  Bot  hoen  seceded  to." 

''inroads  have  haea  leently  made ml»  the  Tenri- 
Isriss  et  Orieaas  and  the  Missisappi.  Our  atkens 
base  baaBaaliad  and  (heir  pn^psity  phioderad  in  the 


veiy  perls  of  the  fomaer  wfaieh  hod  been  artnaHy  de- 
hversd  up  bv  Spain,  and  this  by  the lefuiar  sflieaw  and 
soldisrs  of  that  Grovemment." 

*'  In  reviewing  these  injuries  from  some  of  the  belli- 
gerent Powers*  the  moderation,  the  firmness,  and  the 
wisdoto  of  the  Legislature  will  aJl  be  called  into  action." 

This  communication  excited  tbe  honest  indig- 
nation of  ail  who  heard  it ;  and  a  similar  imprca- 
sion  seems  to  hare  been  niade  in  ever^  part  of  tlie 
,  continent.  Already  hare  our  constituents  as- 
pressed  their  sentiments  j  daily -do  onr  fellow-eki- 
zens  conFev  to  us  declarations  of  their  indignnr 
tion;  alreany  hare  they  ofifered  their  lives,  uair 
Ibff  tunes  and  their,  sacred  bonof,  in  support  of  oar 
just  claims,  and  of  our  violated  rights;  nor  have 
occurrences  since  lessened  that  impression.  It 
DOW  becomes  our  duty,  and  a  most  important  one 
it  is,  to  adopt  those  measures,  and  to  provide  those 
means,  best  calculated  to  meet  the  state pf  things  j 
to  secure  peace,  if  peace  is  attainable  on  terms 
consistent  with  our  ioter^t  and  honor;  and,  if 
not,  to  unite  tbe  confidence,  rouse  the  zeal,  and 
direct  all  the  energies  of  our  country,  if  by  the 
folly  of  some  Governments  and  the  vices  of  others 
they  should  become  necessary.  To  this  all  the 
wisdom,  all  the  firmness,  all  the  moderation  of 
Congress  will  be  called  into  action.  It  well  be- 
hooves us  to  be  neither  rashnordilBdent;  but,  as- 
suming that  ground  which  reason,  justice,  and  our 
importance  as  a  nation,  entitle  us  to,  to  maintain 
it  with  unbating  zeal,  an  invincible  firmness ;  and 
rendering  justice  to  all,  we  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand it  from  all. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  person  to  look  back  on 
the  injuries  and  insults  which  we  have  received, 
without  feeling  much  indignation  and  a  spirit  for 
rcTenge.  It  is  impossible  to  look  forward  with- 
oat  feding  much  anxiety  and  much  awe.  I  own 
to  yon  I  have  experienced  them.  I  have,  how- 
erer,  consoled  m^raelf  with  the  pleasing  hope,  that 
when  we  came  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wh(rfe| 
and  took  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  onr  eoun*- 
try,  a  spirit  of  accommodation  would  have  dts* 
covered  itself;  that,  forgetting  all  party  or  local 
distinction,  we  should  luive  united  our  eifbrts  in 
support  of  our  violated  rights,  of  our  plundered 
property,  of  our  degraded  citizens ;  nor  did  I 
donot,  nor  do  I  now,  that,  with  this  disposition, 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  was  adequate  to  all  their 
purposes ;  to  support  the  peace,  interest,  and  honor 
of  onr  countty. 

Mr.  Gloitoii. — It  must  strike  every  member  of 
the>Bouae  that  the  sum  contemplated  to  be  appro* 
priated  by  the  resolution  to  the  protection  of  our 
porta  nnd  harbors,  is  altooether  inade(|«ate.  I  did 
not  expect  thait  we  should  be  called  upon  at  thia 
time  to  take  this  anbject  into  consideration,  and  I 
am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  go  into  the  neee»* 
sary  details  upon  it;  bat  I  believe  the  propoaad 
sum  will  go  but  a  small  way  to  fortify  even  th« 
port  of  New  York  alone.  I  believe  the  fortiien* 
tion  of  our  ports  and  harbors  is  an  object' of  the 
very  first  importance,  which  has  excited  tbe  san- 
sibiiity  of  •our  countrymen  firom  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  The  attention  of  Con- 
gfoas.haa  bean  paitiaaUuly  called  to  the  defence- 
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lets  sod  on  protected  Aiaie  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
OB  which  two  memorial!!  have*  been  pretienied, 
cne  from  the  mercbaots  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  tbe  of  her  from  the  Corporatioo.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  casting  any  reflection  on  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  on  tbe  re- 
apeciable  committee  who  has  made  this  report. 
But  before  1  give  a  Tote  on  tbe  subject,  1  wish  it 
could  be  inquired  into  more  particularly.  I  could 
wish  that  we  had  previously  a  statement  of  the 
aituaiion  of  tbe.  harbors,  and  of  the  lium  necessary 
to  protect  each  port.  Before  we  have  this  state- 
ment, it  is  impossible  for  us  to  decide  whether 
the  proposed  sum  of  $150,000  will  be  competent. 
I  would  rather  not  appropriate  a  cent,  than  agree 
to  such  a  sum  as  would  be  a^  burlesque  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  the  sum  was  certainly  inade- 
quate, and  the  granting  it  appeared  nearly  equiva- 
lent to  doing  nothing.  He  thouj^ht  the  course 
pursued  in  thus  instance  an  unusual  way  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation.  The  common  way  was  to 
leave  8um.'<  blank,  until  after  principles  were  de- 
cided, and  a  bill  brought  in  to  carry  them  into 
efieci.  After  the  principle  is  settled,  that  we  will 
fortify  our  ports  atid  harbors;  that  we  will  build 
a  number  of  gunboats,  or  seventy -fours,  or  both,  a 
bill  rai^bt  be  brougiit  in,  and  it  would  be  then 
time  enough  to  fill  up  tbe  blanks.  In  order  that 
this  course  misht  b«.'  pursued,  he  would  move  to 
strike  out*- $150,000." 

4 

Mr.  N.  WiLuiAMs. — It  may  seem  stiange  that 
ao  small  a  sum  should  be  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee^ but  when  ihe  precise  object  of  the  report 
is  considered,  it  will  not  appear  so  surprisinsr.  It 
WHS  not  contemplated  in  the  commit  ee  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thuusaad  dollars  would  be  ade^ 
auaie  to  the  erection  of  fortifications  for  the  de- 
Koce  of  our  numerous  harbors.  It  was  3nly  con- 
sidered as  adequate  to  the  repair  of  the  present 
fortifications,  and  the  fitting  up  of  some  additional 
guns.  I  am  not  unaware  that  tbe  subject  is  one 
of  the  highest  importance.  The  fortification  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  ol  so  eitensive  a  country  is 
deservedly  considered  of  the  first  consideration. 
When  we  come  to  take  un  the  subject  in  this 
large  point  of  view,  we  shall  not  fix  our  attention 
upon  so  pitiful  a  sum  as  that  now  under  consid- 
eration. 

If  that  be  tbe  intention  of  my  collaague.  I  shall 
heartily  concuii  in  his  motion.  lf,'oii  tne  con- 
trary, a  majority  of  the  Committee  think  it  best, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  attend  to  the  repair  of  ex- 
isting fortifications,  and  the  filling  up  of  some  ad- 
ditional goos  fur  immediate  use,  and  h.e reader  to 
go  ioto  a  considers tioQ  of  more  extensive  meas- 
ures of  defence,  I  shall  acquiesce.  At  any  rate  I 
am  willing  tbat  the  sense  of  the  Committee  shall 
be  taken  on  thif  question,  an  I  for  that  purpose  I 
second  the  motion  of  my  colleague. 

Mr.  P»LY.— -1  cannot  conceive  it  of  much  conse* 
qnence  whether  the  sum  appropriated  be  either 
91^000,  or  one  million.  The  only  question  \i^ 
whether  we  will  mike  any  appropriation.  Beiiis 
one  of  the  comoiitteo  who  mada  the  report|  I  wiU 


take  the  liberty  of  stating  tbe  motires  which 
governed  them. 

The  committee  had  no  particular  preclilectioa 
for  the  sum  stated  in  the  refiort ;  for  they  knew  it 
was  in  the  discretion  of  the  House  to  modify  it  as 
they  saw  fit.    The  comfnittee  had  a  conversaitoa 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  00  the  subject.     He 
was  pleased  10  say  that  there  were  some  port«  as 
well  fortified  as  could  be  expected  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  country;  hut  that,  in  other  places, 
the  fortifications  we're  defective  and  inadequate. 
He  stated  ihat,'at  New  Orleans,  the  fortifications 
were  very  inadequate ;  that  they  had  gone  out  of 
repair,  and  it  was  a  question  whether  it  were  not 
best  to  cbanee  their  sites.    He  represented  that, 
at  Savannah,  there  were  no  works,  adding  that 
(Seorffia  had  made  no  cession  of  land  to  the  Uoi» 
ted  States  on  which  to  erect  them.    He  stated 
that,  at  Charleston,  the  works  had  suffered  con- 
siderably in  consequence  of  tornadoes.     He  said 
there  were  some  worss  at  Norfolk;  and  likewise 
stated   the  situation 'of  New  York.     Prom  bis 
statement  it  appeared  that  but  little  had  been  done 
towards  the  effectual  protect  1  >n  of  that   harbor; 
and  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do  anything 
to  protect  it  against  any  considerable  force  that 
might  be  brought  against  it.    He  stated  that  there 
was  some  protection  at  Newport ;  and  that,  in  tbe 
Chesapeake,  much  was  not  required;  and  that,  at 
Boston,  ttie  harbor  was  nearly  as  well  aecored  as 
it  need  be.    In  addition  to  this  eo  iversatiod,  the 
Secretary  gave  an  estimate  nf  the  sum  necessary 
to  be  appropriated   to  repair  tbe  woiks  which 
were  going  to  decay.    This  estimate  was  from 
the  mouth  of  tbe  Secretary^ '  I  consider  this  sum 
as  inadequate,  and  it  is  my  wish  that  we  should 
not  re»t  on  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  W^r, 
bqt  decide  for  ourselves.    I  believe  thai  great  at- 
tention ousht  to  be  paid  to. our  ports  and  harbors^ 
I  cannot  but  think  it  peculiarly  proper  10  protect 
a  place  where  one  third  of  our  whole  revenue  is 
collected,  and  which  I  believe  now  might  be  iaid 
lender  c (in tribution  byaamgle  aeveoty-foar  gua 
ship.    How  this  is  to  he  dooe,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  say.    The  thing  alarms  me  in  the  present  suie 
of  our  affairs,  and  1  think  we  are -called  upon  to 
be  prepared  for  immediate  defence.    Ou  this  point 
there  can   be  no  diversity  of  opinion.    I  hope, 
therefore,  that  gentlemen,  who  hdive  taken  a  full 
view  of  the  bubject.  will  come  forward  with  an 
efficient  plan. 

Mr.  Dawsoic. — The  object  is  to  strike  out  the 
sum  of  9i^i000,  to  introduce  a  larger  amouuU  I 
am  sorry  this  motion  has  been  made.  It  is  knowa 
to  you.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  has  already  been  applied  to  tbe  de- 
fence of  New  York,  provided  that  State  agrees  to 
appropriate  the  money.  It  is  known  to  you,  also^ 
thai  many  millions  have  been  applied  10  the  de- 
fence of  our  harbora.  It  is  known  to  you.  by  tbe 
Message  of  the  President,  that  the  most  import- 
ant articles  of  defence  are  already  in  readiness; 
and  that  ihJs  appropriation  is  only  in  a.id  of  an* 
other  appropriation  of  $250,000  for  gun  boats, 
both  being  parts  of  -the  same  system  for  the  pro- 
teoiioB  of  our  pofts  and  harhucs.    This  nUmmtt 
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eomeufrom  the  Secretary  of  War,  who,  I  believi*, 
is  briter  informed  and  paore  dixiiii*'resi«d  on  this 
subject  ihao  nny  member  on  ibi^  floor. 

Mr.  Early. — 1  rUe  to  inquire  wbether  a  mo- 
(ioQ  fur  (be  Committee  to  rt:te  will  not  nuperaede 
the  muiioD  now  under  eonsideratiou?  If  mi,  1  will 
make  a,  and  wiU  briefly  detail  my  reasons  tbere- 
for. 

It  appears  to  roe,  on  a  view  of  the  subject  em- 
braced by  tbe  report,  that  we  are  not  possessed  of 
sufficient  detailed  infurmation  ou  wbicb  to  found 
a  correct  decision.  Tne  report ,  embraces  three 
distinct  objects,  con tem plated  as  so  many  parts  of 
one  ^neral  spttem  of  defence.  One  respecting 
fortilications;  one  respecting  hhtpeiot  tbe  line, and 
one  respecting  gunboats.  I  GuD»ider  these  ax  con- 
stituting different  parts  of  one  general  system, 
li  is  true  there  is  but  one  resolution  now  before 
the  Committee,  and  to  that  I  will  direct  my  atten- 
tion. On  that  point  the  Committee  are  puKseM»ed 
of  too  little  information  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment,  in  my  opinion.  They  have  no  ioformaiiun 
of  what  harbors  in  the  Uitited  Slates  aresUMsepti- 
ble  of  furl ifica« ion ;  no  data  on  which  to  decide. 
It  is  not  presumable  that  every  port  and  harbor 
OD  our  exttrnhive  line  is  susci'ptible  of  this  »pecies 
of  defence.  1  understand  that  it  is  the  opioinn  ol 
iome  very  eminent  military  characters  that  the 
port  of  New  York  is  not  »u.<«cepiible  of  defence  in 
Ibis  way.  But  this  is  not  all.  ^Is  there  any  esti- 
mate 01  tbe  ex  penile  of  such  a  general  system  of 
defence,  or  of  a  single  port  or  harbor?  There  i» 
not.  (leotlemen  say  that  their  object  is,  and  that 
it  is  now  I  be  most  correct  course,  to  decide  the 
principle  of  defending  our  ports  and  harbors,  and 
afterwards  to  fill  up  the  blank?*.  *  But  permit  mv 
to  ask  those  who  contend  fur  this  mode  of  proce* 
dure,  whether  they  are  willing,  in  the  firAt  place, 
to  agree  to  tbe  fortification  of  our  ports,  when 
they  bare  not  only  no  data  to  determine  the  ex- 
pense, but  are  likewise  without  any  data  on  which 
to  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  tbe  measure?  After 
they  shall  have  proceeded  in  this  course  fur  a 
time,  and  shall  have  expended  milliuns,  tbe  plan 
may  turn  out  to  be  iot-ffectual,  and  every  dollar 
laid  out  be  sunk.  Tbe  situation  of  our  ports  and 
harbors  is  represented  as  alarming,  as  exposing, 
not  only  the  property  of  our  citizens,  but  likewise 
tbe  revenue  of  the  nation,  to  tbe  lawless  depreda- 
tions of  marauders  and  privateers.  This  is  iroe, 
lamentably  true  1  But  in  proportion  to  its  truth 
ought  we  to  proceed  guardedly;  in  proportion  to 
it>  trutb  ought  we  to  poaseMS  data  to  eoo-vince  us 
that  the  course  we  take  will  prove  effectual.  For 
tDystelf  I  ttke  occasion  to  •(ay.  froni  the  liitle  in- 
formation 1  possess,  which  I  aliuw  is  very  incon- 
sidera'  le,  I  am  opposed  to  this  mode  of  defence 
altogether.  I  belifve  that  it  will  he  ineffectual; 
that  it  Will  afford  no  solid  protection ;  and  that 
after  having  proceeded,  even  to  bankruptcy,  we 
•hall  be  as  poorly  defended  aa  we  were  before* 
For  these  reason j«,  and  because  I  want  data  on 
which  10  act,  and  the  information  of  men  moie 
cspeble  of  judging  on  such  salijtcts  than  1  am,  I 
move  you  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Mr,  DAwaoit.— Whea  i  called  op  the  report,  I 


should  have  made  an  apulugy  to  the  House  (cyr 
the  delay  which  ha.H  taken  place  in  this  bu>»ine«s, 
but  for  the  situation  in  which  we  have  lately 
been.  1  trust,  now  tbe  (subject  is  brought  before 
us,  we  shall  take  some  effeciual  measures  fur  res- 
cuing our  country  from  its  degraded  aiiuaiioo. 
I  know  there  are  some  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
because  they  have  told  us  so  before,  who  are  Cor 
doing  nothing.  I  trust,  however,  their  number  b 
very  small,  and  that  a  great  majority  will  be 
found  readv  to  do  what  the  exigency  of  affiiirs 
requiresM  As  fur  the  information  requested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  1  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  for  what  rea>oo  he  calls  for  it.  My  opiaion 
is  that  a  certain  sum  should  be  appropriated  to 
this  object,  to  be^xpended  at  tbe  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  But  the  gentleman,  before  be  acreea 
lu  take  this  step,  requires  information  of  those 
ports  which  are  defensible.  1  know  of  no  way  in 
which  he  can  get  information,  except  by  convert-* 
ing  a  committee  of  this  House  into  a  corfis  of  en- 
gineers, to  go  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  If  a  majority  of  ihis  HuUi«e  are  for  pro- 
ceeding at  once,  accurding  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  President,  to  the  efft* ctu<ii  defence  of  our 
portA  and  harbors,  they  will  nut  agree  ;o  any  mo- 
liun  whi»se  tendency  is  to  put  tbe  measure  aside. 
Mr.  JAUxaoN. — 1  nope  the  Commitiee  will  not 
rise  until  ihey  have  further  invesiiffaied  the  reso- 
lution under  conjiideration.  and  1  think  the  rea- 
suns  assigned  by  tbe  g>  ntleman  from  Georgia 
will,  un  cousideratiun,  m  deemed  by  himself  an 
argument  against  the  motion.  Ir  is  said  tbat  we 
do  not  now  possess  sufficient  detailed  information; 
hot  it  is  not  neeesyary  now  to  have  tbat  detailed 
infurmation  wbicb  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
When  this  bosioess  assumes  the  shape  of  a  bill  • 
We  are  now  engaged. in  filing  the  principle;  the 
details  of  which  will  follow  afterwards.  The 
interests  of  the  nation  call  aloud  to  us  to  attend  to 
this  subject.  The  cries  of  our  impressed  seamen 
join  in  ttie  general  murmur;  our  commerce,  sub- 
ject to  la wlesiT  condemnation  under  admiralty  de- 
cisions, calls  aluud  fur  our  attention.  It  is  nigh 
lime  that  the  representatives  of  the  nation  should 
deliberate  on  the  subject.  Let  us  then  sit  from  day 
to  day,  until  we  shall  unite  in  effectual  measurea 
of  redress.  Let  us  no  longer  be  iodifierent  or 
inattentive  to  a  subjf ct  of  more  imponance  than 
any  other  that  can  come  before  us  Let  us  evince 
that  uuantmiiy  which  »hall  insure  success  to 
whatever  we  propose.  Shall  we,  at  such  a  crisis, 
be  creeping  on  behind  the  public,  sentiment,  and 
luoking  with  indifference  on  scenes  wbicb  can 
no  longer  be  submitted  to,  unless  we  resign  the 
independence  we  have  acquired  ?  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary, at  preaent,  to  go  into  details.  It  is  only 
necesMsry  to  say  whether  we  will  protect  our  har^ 
birs,  erect  gunboats,  and  bui.d  vessels  to  protect 
our  commerce  on  .the  seas,  and  not  only  to  refiel 
agi^ressions,  but  to  chasiise  those  who  oner  them. 
I  hope  there  will  be  found  to  be  hut  one  aenti- 
men  I  in  the  House,  as  there  is  in  the  oaiion,  and 
that  we  will  expend  the  last  cent  before  we  sub- 
mit t«»  the  degradations  offered  to  us»  1  entreat 
the  Committee  not  to  rise  until  they  {lave  fully 
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deliberated  on  the  snbjectj  and  have  Tormed  an 
effectual  plan  for  obtaining  redress.. 

Mr.  Dana. — Seven  weeka  bare  elapsed  sivee 
tbe  President  addressed  Cong^ress,  representing  the 
aggressions  made  npon  the  rights  of  onr  citizens. 
Daring  these  seven  weeks.  Congn^  have  not 
infonned  the  nation  of  anytning  they  have  done; 
nor  have  tbey  annonnced  that  any  one  thing  will 
be  done  for  the  effectual  maintenance  of  the  vio- 
lated rights  of  their  citizens.  Now,  in  considering 
this  resoIotioQ,  we  are  called  on  to  decide  on  the 
first  point  mentioned  in  the  Message;  not  a  mere 
effect  to  be  produced  by  paper;  authorizing  a  de- 
tachment of  one  hundred  thousand  militia;  but 
on  a  real  and  substantia!  defence  against  foreign 
Powers.  On  viewing  the  Message  of  the' Presi- 
dent, it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  embarrassments 
with  ail  the  (n-incipal  Powers  of  Europe ;  that 
^  we  are  beset  with  difficulties  on  everv  side.  Out 
ports  are  insulted,  our  territory  invaaed,  and  our 
aeaiiien  impressed.  With  regard  to  the  whole  of 
these,  the  Message  affords  us  no  reason  to  expect  a 
speedy  adjustment ;  and  since  the  delivery  of  the 
Message,  we  have  received  nothing  whicn  justi- 
fies a  reasonable  expectation  of  it. 

**  In  receiving,"  says  the  President,  •*  these  injuries 
ftom  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the  moderation, 
the  firmness,  and  wisdom  of  the  Legislatore  will  all  be 
called  into  aetioB.  We  ooght  atill  to  hope  that  time 
and  a  more  eorr^t  estimate  of  interest  as  welt  as  of 
diaraeter  wiU  prodttoe  the  justiee  we  are  bonnd  to  ex- 
pect. But  should  aay  nation  deceive  itself  by  false ' 
calcolirtioiis,  and  disappoint  that  ezpectalieii,  we  moat ; 
join  in  the  unprofitable  contest,  of  trytng  which  party 
can  do  the  other  the  most  harm.  Some  of  thaee  injii- 
tiea  may  perhapa  admit  a  peaeeable  remedy.  Where 
that  ia  competent  it  is  alwaya  the  moat  deairahle.  B«t 
.aome  of  them  are  of  a  nature  to  be  met  hf  Ibioe  only, 
and  all  of  them  may  lead  to  it.  I  cannot,  ftfaeMfiire,bnt 
reoommend  such  preparations  as  circamstanoea  call 
for.  The  first  object  is  to  place  onr  seaport  towns 
out  of  the  danger  of  insult.  Measures  have  been  al- 
ready taken  for  furnishing  them  with,  heavy  cannon, 
fi>r  the  service  of  such  land  batteries  as  may  make  a 
part  of  their  defence,  against  armed  vessels  approaching 
them.  In  aid  of  these  it  is  desirable  we  should  have  a 
eompelent  number  of  gunboats,  and  the  number  to  be 
competent  must  be  considerable." 

This  is  tbe  first  recommendation  made  in  the 
Message,andon  this  point,  however  on  minor  topics 
our  citizens  may  be  divided — on  this  point  the 
President  conies  forward  and  assumes  a  tone  and 
firmness  which  might  well  be  expected  to  unite 
all  varying  opinions.  Whatever  divisions  may 
exist  among  us  on  minor  subjects,  we  may  well 
expect  a  general  concurreoce  in  measures  calcu- 
lated to  defend  our  rights.  Farther:  it  should 
be  recollected,  that  Bzecntive  power  under  our 
Qovernment  is  of  a  limited  nature.  We  all  know 
thatj  to  be  efficient,  it  must  be  sustained  by  the 
Legislature.  If,  then,  when  the  President  comes 
forward,  appealing  to  the  Legislature,  with  all  the 
influence  of  his  name  and  weight  of  argument, 
what  will  the  world  think,  if  you,  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people,  should  shrink  from  taking 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their 
righu?    I  hope  we  shall  not  e^ibit  such  an  ex- 


ample of  fat»tllity  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  matter  so  infinitely  important  to  our 
national  character  and  tbe  maintenance  of  peace. 
If  you  do  nothing  on  this  point,  it  is  eridenc  you 
will  do  nothing  effectual  on  any  other  reccMn- 
mended  by  the  crisis  of  afairs;  and  yoa  witi  pro- 
claim to  the  world  that,  notwithatanding  the 
millions  of  which  you  are  plundered,  and  not- 
withstanding tbe  load  and  just  eomplaiats  of  the 
violations  committed  on  your  rights,  700  are  de- 
termined to  do  nothing,    if  so,  I  hope  gentlemeai 
will,  at  least,  agree  to  vote  that  we  are  no  longer 
an  independent  nation. 

Mr.  Nelsoii. — It  is  tme,  sir,  that  we  hare  been 
seven  weeks  in  session^  ai)d  that  we  have  not  de- 
cided on  any  great  national  qoestion.  Bot  ifm 
had  been  in  session  seventy-seven  weeks,  and 
were  unprepared.  I  ahonld  vote  gainst  coming 
to  a  decision  on  any  question,  however  important. 
Is  it  a  reason,  because  we  have  been  seven  weeks  in 
session,  withont  acting  upon  thissnbjeet,  that  we 
should  now  decide  blindfoldly  on  a  qaestion  of 
more  importance  than  any  which,  for  a  oonsider- 
ble  time  past,  has  presented  itself  lor  our  consid- 
eration ?  Shall  we  do  it  merely  to  gratify  a  few' 
griitlemen,  who  are  for  hnrryinr  tis  into  the  adop- 
tion of  precipitate  measures?  It  is  a  piece  of  re- 
spect due  from  one  gentleman  to  another,  who  is 
not  prepared  to  vote  understand ingly  on  any  sub- 
ject, to  indulge  him  with  a  moderate  allowance 
of  time.  One  gentlemen  has  stated,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  made  certain  eommunicatioos  co 
theQoramittee.  If  he  possesses  any  oseful  know- 
ledge on  the  subject,  I  should  wish  it  coramuni- 
cated  directly  to  the  House,  and  printed;  that 
every  gentleman  may  stand  on  equal  ^ronnd.  I 
will  ask  bow  many  ports  and  harbors  it  is  neces- 
sary to  protect  ?  Where  they  lie  ?  How  many 
men  it  will  take  to  fbrtify  them,  and  the  Htunber 
of  gons  necessary  lor  thera?  Have  we  any  in- 
fbrmation  on  these  points  t  Is  any  geatiemaa 
on  this  floor  ready  to  say  he  possesses  it?  Per- 
haps the  Secretary  of  War  isaeqvarated  with  ail 
these  details.  It  is  his  dntv  to  possess  tliem,  and 
no  doubt  he  does  possess  tsem.    But  I  ahonld  be 

!:lad  to  have  them  laid  before  the  Legislatore. 
t  is  not  necessary  for  me  at  this  time  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  proposed  meaaure.  *  It  will  depend 
on  the  information  I  shall  reeei^e  whether  I  shall 
mpprore  of  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar.  My  vote 
will  depend  on  this.  Are  the  people  prepared  le 
expend  millions,  to  guard  against  that  which  may 
be  but  an  imaginary  evil?  Is  oar  Treasury  in 
snch  a  situation,  as  to  atitfaoriae  onr  appropriat- 
ing millions  for  the  protection  of  harbors,  whose 
situation  we  know  not  t  I  wish  to  see  the  esti- 
mates. If  the  thing  can  be  effected  by  the  expen- 
diture of  9  moderate  sum,  I  may  agree  to  it ;  but  if 
the  sum  required  shall  beso  enormoos  as  not  oaly 
to  eat  up  our  existing  revenue,  but  to  require  new 
burdens,  I  will  not  vote  for  a  dollar.  We  know 
that  the  House  has  alreadjr  appropriated  a  con- 
siderable eum ;  more  than  it  will  probably  have 
at  ita  disposal;  and  that  they  have  refused  to  con- 
tinue a  certain  tax.  I  will  ask—  •  - 
Mr.  BdUieoa  (Spei^er)  was  aorry  to  internipt 
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tbe  gtotlenan^  Iml  he  wohM  submit  wfai^ther,  in 

die  remtf ka  bt  bad  just  mftde,  lu  was  iir  order* 
Mr.  NsLsOfi.-— I  sppMheod  that  in  the  moarka 

vhicb  1  haire  just  made,  I  hav«  ual  yet  faeeii  out 

of  arder.    If  the  Coamittae,  op  the  Chainoaas 

ttjT  K^  I  will  staad  cotrected. 
The  Cbairbcaii r^The  g^leaaa  will  proceed. 
Mr.  NaibSON.-^I  sar  that  it  i»  iaefmbeat  on  us, 

if  we  coasider  auvselves  as  the  f raa  Repreaeou* 

ores  of  the  people,  before  we  lar  airenormous  tax 

sa  theai,  to  be  sura  that  it  will  be  af  sone  ase» 

Sfippoae  We  appiapriaite  now  &re  MiUioas  to  the 

proiectioii  of  our  harbon^  &a,  and  shall  be  told^ 

after  these  are  expsmied^  that  ten  millioits  moreare 

Meesaary  ta  coinplela  their  pratection.   Are  tha 

jMople  of  the  United  Suites  in  a  situation-  to  paf 

iftcen  millions  for  this  purpaeal    With  the  geiH 

tleman  from  Gfeorgiay  I  am  for  harioff  copfeet  ior 

In-mation  before  I  take  a  step  in  this  business.    If 

a  sum  not  burdenaame  to  the  pe^file  will  do,  I 

may  vote  lor  it ;  but  if  the  sun  aacessi^y  shall  be 

so  enormous  as  to  subject  them  toa  heary  burden, 

I  wiJl  Dot  rote  a  dollar.  .  The  geatlemanfiroaa 

Connecticut  has  brought  forward  a  pawerM  ar- 

fvment,  by  asking  us  if  we  will  not  do  that  whiah 

tke  President  recommends  to  us  ?    How  long  tba 

koBorable  sentlemaa  has  felt  this  respect  for  the 

President,  I  know,  not ;  but  for  myself  I  answer, 

1  would  aat  7ote  for  whait  I  thoof^t  wrano.  though 

lecommended  by  the  President.    If  the  Presidefii 

should  reeommend  what  I  think:  a  burden  oUr 

tke  peonie,  1  should  hold  up  both  my.  hands  against 

it,  and  his  recommendation  would  be  no  indoee^ 

meat  wkh  jbc  to  fiavor  it.    So  ihr  as'  I  thtok  his 

laeommendation  accords  with  the  aeod  of  thaoom- 

mnoiiy,  I  am  for  sapportiog  it.    When  I  think  it 

iajttriou^I  must  rate  agakoat  it.    I  hopa  tke  Comr 

mttee  will  jrisa^  and  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of 

geatlemeny  whether  it  ianot  right  and  frlendiy  to 

allow  soma  little  time  to  thme  who  deeh^a  diam« 

scf ves  nnittformad  an  thesubjeelu 

Mr«  Skf  lUftr-I  am  waU  nleasad?  the  subjatt  haa 
bflni  thus  bvDUght  before  the  ComuHitee)  as  it  af^ 
ftrds  the  first  opportnattr  wa  hare  had  of  kaow^ 
bi^  the  opiaiona  of  eaah  otbei  on  lt«  I  ana  of 
opinion  that  our  time  will  not  be  ill*«pe&t^  in  pr»- 
seediag  further  in  tkn  discussion,  althougw  I  saall 
ultimately  be  ia  farar  of  the  ConmitfeeV  risiagk 
Gentlemen  were  not  easre^  When  they*  idd  ns^ 
that  althott^h  we  had  sat  seren  weaks^  we  had 
done  nothing  w>th<  regaro  to  thedificcencies  of  the 
United  States  with  fereiffn  nafeionB^  I  beliera  we 
bare  done  soBuething^  and  I  tnist.thac  it  will  prove. 
SBseutial.    Theie  is  one  strong  reason  on  mj  mind 


why  we  should  not  decide  nowoa  thasubjeet  be-  ;  steps,  I  hope  wa  shall  get  all  the  information  we 


iere  usw  .  This  relates  to  the  ground  en  which  we 
may  decide  this  question.-  f  meaa  a  subject  not 
yet  brought  forward,  [the  conduct  of  Britain,!  in 
relation  to  which  it  was  my  wish  to  have  made  a 
motioo  before  we  entered  on- the  business  now 
under  consideiation.  From  tbe  issueof  that  bosi^ 
Mss,  we  aaar  be  able  to  decide  what  will  be  ne- 
cessary in  tnisb  If  it  shall  bethought  necessary 
to  go  to  waf  ^  one  system  of  measures  will  be  ne- 
cessary. U  It  shall  be  determined  to  pursue  a  dif- 
leceut  coufSe,  a  diffsfeat  system  will  beretuired^ 
9th  Con.  —IS 


Our  mindb  must  remaia  in  a  doubtful  state 
this  deciaien  is  mIMle.  The  sabjeet  naw^  befera 
us  regards  priacipalty  one  nalioa.  Wh»t  de  we 
complaia  of?  A  violation  of  our  neutral  righfa. 
And  yet  that  subject  is  not  at>  present  before  na. 
If  oa  that  subject  we  are  determsacd  to  pursue 
peaceable  nicasures,  our  course  will  be  very  6i§* 
lerent  from  that  which  woaU  ibUowfrea^onr 
sumiag  a  warlike  attitude.  In  my  opini«m  u 
best  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and  this 
ness  be  suspended  liU  we  shall  oeeida  em  the 
ground  we  mean  to  take'  with  that  nation.  I  wfll 
.  go  farther  and  say,  that  it  is  not  my  opinioB  that 
we  ate  in  that  Uahappy  state  that  will  cmige  no  to 
go  to  war  with  her^  and  if  this  shall  appear  to  be 
the  opinion  of  a  majoritv  of  the  House,  it  may  sav^ 
us  from  a  ^reat  eapenditure  oa  the  ob|ect  new 
uoder  ooaskderation.. 

Mr.  Maoow.**-!  a|pree  with  the  gentleman  fnm 

Qeovgia  in  the  propriety  of  the  Committee's  rtsingb 

We  are  called  upon  tot  $00,000,  and  for  otheff 

sum^.    In  requiriqg  time  for  information,  the  gen^ 

tleman  demands  nothing  which  I  think  unfiuc^  or 

that  can  prove  injurious.    Were  I  satisfied  myself 

with  the  report)  on  so  importanta  (piestioai  I  wqidd 

net  refuse  time  to  others  to  satisfy  themsakves* 

Do  geatlemen  mean  tomak^  others  giro  votes  be* 

fore  they  are  prepared  ?    Is^it  proper  thus  to  spend 

tbe  moaev  of  the  nation?    With  regard  te  the 

expense  of  a  74-gon  ship^  we  are  furnished  on  that 

sabjeot  with  aa  estimate*    So,  with  regard  to  the 

eKpense  of  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors^  maf 

not  the  Secretary  af  War  give  a  similar  estimate? 

Uwoald  not,  itis  true^  be  biadiag  upon  ua,  buiil 

would  be  the  infeimatieB  of  a  amu  whose  duty 

it  is  to.be  well  infereasd  oa  the  subject,  and  vriH> 

I  believe  to  be  weU  informed.    luet  him  give  ua 

this  inlbrnuition«  and  we  ahall  theabe  well  enough 

informed  to  judor  for  oursehras.    Let  us  see  m 

whole  fength  of  the  route  before  we  begin  the 

jouvuef ;  Mffure  we  uadeftake  it  let  us  be  satisfled 

we  ci^n  perform  iU    ta  this  way  wesbali  take  tbe 

most  direct  course,  and  the  business  wiU  be  sooaea 

doae  than- by  voting  on  it  at  present.    The  Cooa* 

mittee  have  given  us  an  estimate  of  the  expense 

of  buildings  a  serent^four.    On  Uus  scd>ject  there 

ia  a  difference  of  opiaioo^so  also  is  there  with  r^ 

gard  to  defeodiag  tAe  port  of  New  York.    On  Ihia 

point  the  head  of  the  War  Department  mav  be 

able  to  dacuie;    He  probably  may  hare  had.  a» 

examinatioa  made  into  the  popaibilitjr  of  defbad- 

iug  it.    He  may  Dossibiy  be  of  opinioUy  thed  it 

q^ay  be  deiieaded  by  fortifications  supported  by  a 

naval  armament.    Before,  however,  we  take,  any 


can.  I  have  seen  such  a  crisis  as  this  before ;  and 
if  the  statute  bodes  be  consulted,  it  will  be  found 
that  at  least  seven  weeks  were  then  suffered  to 
elapse  before  anvtbiai^  material  was  done.  I  am 
not  of  opiaioB.  that  it  is  sound  policy  to  pus  laws 
as  fast  as  we  can.  On  the  contrary,!  believe  the 
less  legislation  the  better.  As  to  the  recommen- 
daiioB  of  the  President,  I  agree  with  the  gentl»> 
man  from  Maryland.  lam  not  sent  here  to  obey 
his  mandates,  or  to  carry  into  effect  what  he  re- 
ooaMnsads  i  bat  to  o|)ey  the  judg^deut  which  Qod 
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re  me,  and  that  I  shall  do  whoever  is  President.  | 
the  $150,000  contemplated  only  as  an  entering 
wedge  into  this  business  ?    The  same  thing  was 
attempted  once  before ;  but,  then,  to  use  an  appro- 

Eriate  expression,  the  thin^  would  not  maul.  I 
ope  the  Committee  will  nse,  and  the  snbjeot  be 
recommitted.  I  hone  the  select  committee  who 
brought  in  this  resolution  will  agree  to  this  course. 
They  have  had  a  foil  communication  with  the 
Secretary  of  W^ar  on  it.  If  they  are  satisfied, 
charity  and  good  neighborhood  should  induce 
them  to  allow  the  same  privilege  to  others ;  par^ 
licnlarly  as  it  is  agreed  that  this  subject  is  of  more 
importance,  and  may  interest  the  people  in  a  higher 
degree,  than  any  other  which  can  come  bmre 
the  House  this  session. 

Mr.  Dawson.— *An  appeal  is  made  to  our  can- 
dor, which  I  am  sorry  I  am  unable  to  comply  with, 
and  which,  it  seems  to  me,  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  spokenj  has  but  little  reason  to  make.  Every 
gentleman  of  the  House  will  recollect  that  on 
the  first  topic  of  the  Message,  the  honorable  gen* 
tleman  declared  that  he  was  not  for  doing  any 
Ihing,  and  yet  he  now  calls  for  information.  I 
do  presume  that  this  information  can  hare  no  in- 
fluence on  his  mind.  To  what,  then,  are  we  to 
ascribe  his  desire  for  it,  but  from  his  wish  that 
nothing  may  be  done? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson) 
says  that  if  the  sum  required  for  the  defence  of 
our  ports  and  harbors  will  be  enormous,  he  shall 
be  against  it,  but  if  otherwise,  he  may  ne  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  That  gentleman  wilt  see  in  the  re- 
solution that  the  sum  contemplated  to  be  ex- 
pended is  only  (150,000,  and  that  therefore  it  can 
operate  no  additional  burden  on  the  people. 
These  words,  indeed,  sound  very  well;  gentle- 
men may  talk  of  burdens  imposed  on  the  people, 
but  they  know  that  this  measure  cannot  produce 
anv  new  burdens. 

Mr.  MACoN.^When  I  was  up  before,  I  expli- 
citly said  that  I  should  confine  myself  to  the 
question  under  debate.  I  have  no  objection  to 
say  that  I  am  against  the  resolution ;  not  mean- 
ing, however,  to  say  that  facts,  which  may  be  at 
present  unknown  to  me,  may  not  induce  me  here- 
after to  alter  my  opinion ;  but  I  confined  myself 
to  the  resolcKion  under  consideration. 

TheCflAiBMAN  remarked  that  gentlemen  must 
confine  themselves  to  the  question  before  them. 

Mr.  N.  Williams.*— Having  been  on  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  in  the  report,  and  obtained 
satisfactory  information  myself,  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  deny  the  same  information  to  others. 
Indeed,  the  turn  of  the  discussion  seems  to  require 
more  information.  As  I  before  said,  the  commit- 
tee did  not  go  into  an  extensive  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. They  thought  it  only  necessary  at  present 
to  provide  for  the  repair  of  decayed  fortifications, 
and  the  fitting  up  some  additional  guns.  The 
sum  reported  was  not  with  a  view  to  erect  new 
fortifications.  This  every  one  will  perceive  to  be 
unattainable  by  so  small  an  appropriation,  when 
he  considers  the  numerous  ports  and  haroors  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell.— I  would  not  trouble 


the  committee  with  a  single  word,  were  it  not  for 
the  impression  attempted  to  be  prod  need,  that 
those  who  call  for  information  wish  to  do  nothing. 
I  hope  that  the  members  of  this  committee  w& 
difier  from  other  members  as  to  proper  measures 
to  be  pursued,  will  not  therefore  be  considered 
less  friendly  to  maintain iog  our  rights,  or  as  less 
ready  to  protect  them.  1  hope  tnat  merely  be- 
cause seven  we^  have  elapsed,  without  ndopling 
anv  effectual  measures,  we  shall  not  be  eonsideted 
as  nosttle  to  their  adoption.  I  believe,  with  some 
^tlemen  who  have  already  expressed  their  sen- 
timents, that  we  have  ndt  sufficient  information 
to  act  upon.  The  only  question  is,  whether  we 
shall  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  protec- 
tion ofour  ports  and  harbors.  It  is  not  whether 
we  shall  protect  them,  as  that  is  already  provided 
for  by  law.  Bj  an  act  passed  in  the  year  17^ 
the  President  is  authorized  to  protect  certain 
specified  harbors.  Before  I  make  an  approprisr 
tion,  I  wish  to  know  whait  has  been  done  under 
this  law ;  and  to  know  the  opinions  of  wdi  in- 
formed petBOtts  as  to  its  effect.  If,  on  correct  in- 
formation, it  appears  that  they  can  be  protected 
by  th^  appropriation  of  a  reasonable  sum,  I  have 
no  objection  to  grant  it;  but  I  am  not  piepared 
to  say  $150,000  will  answer  any  reasonable  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  CooK.-*Although  I  am  in  favor  of  the  re- 
solution, yet  1  am  also  in  favor  of  the  Committee 
rising,  as  I  believe  the  information  we  sfaaJi  re- 
ceive will  unite  every  member  of  the  House  ia 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  just  rose  to  explain  some 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  him,  that  had 
been  mtsonderstood.  When  he  alluded  to  a  par- 
ticular business,  he  had  reference  to  nothing  of  a 
secret  nature.  Some  time  since  a  subject  (tdn- 
tive  to  the  invasion  of  neuual  righte  oy  British 
cruisers)  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  which  ought,  in  his  opinion,  never  to 
have  been  referred  to  timt  committee.  It  invol- 
ved a  great  national  question,  which  was  properlf 
the  province  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  From  the  deranffed  state  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Uiree  mem- 
bers being  absent,  notning  could  be  done  in  ike 
business.  His  wish  was  to  discharge  them  (mm 
the  further  consideration  of  it. 

Mr.  pANA.---If  I  understand  the  subject  in  the 
same  light  with  some  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed their  sentiments,  I  should  agree  to  the 
rising  of  the  Committee.  They  consider  it  as  a 
question  of  the  anm  which  we  shall  now  appro- 
priate for  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors.  1 
consider  it  as  the  simple  question,  whether  we  are 
disposed  to  appropriate  anything  towards  that 
purpose.  With  regard  to  the  proper  sum  to  be 
appropriated,  I  allow  that  we  want  information. 
I  admit  that  we  want  information,  not  only  on  this 
subject,  but  likewise  on  some  others  of  no  small 
importance.  But  I  consider  this  Committee  as 
having  now  the  general  principle  before  them, 
and  I  did  suppose,  that  on  the  general  principle 
we  should  all  agree,  I  applaud  the  independence 
of  the  gentlemen  ftom  Maryhmd  and  North  Car^ 
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olioa ;  holding  the  opinions  ihey  do.  their  con- 
duct is  certainlf  correct,  fiat  when  the  Presi- 
dent recommended  the  taking  a  firm  and  manly 
attitude,  1  did  consider  his  recommendation  a 
strong  argument  for  the  prompt  co-operation  of 
the  Legislature.  For,  in  whatever  different  lights 
different  gentlemen  may  be  disposed  to  consider 
the  character  of  the  Executire,  even  his  enemies 
have  neyer  charged  him  with  a  disposition  to 
take  measures  of  too  warlike  a  nature.  But  it  is 
said  we  have  not  funds.  The  President,  how- 
ever, has  informed  us,  that  after  meeting  all  the 
ordinary  demands  of  the  Government,  a  million 
will  remain  unappropriated.  We  have  heard  in 
this  debate  of  millions  appropriated^  but  I  may 
say,  no  millions  have  been  apprppriated.  The 
only  appropriation  we  have  made,  b  to  supply 
the  dencieocv  in  the  naval  appropriation  for  the 
last  year.  I  have  been  charged  with  saying  we 
have  done  nothin|[.  I  did  not  say  we  have  done 
nothing,  I  only  said  we  had  not  published  any- 
ihiuz  which  we  have  done 

The  Chairman  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Dana  said  a  few  words  more  against  the 
rising  of  the  Committee,  observing  that  the  most 
decisive  argument,  perhaps,  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
was  their  having  passed  tne  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Elmibr.*— Though  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment is  at  hand,  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  rise.  I  am  always  ror  giving  information 
when  it  can  be  of  any  use;  but  on  a  general 
principle  like  that  under  consideration,  we  surely 
cannot  want  information.  The  only  question  be- 
fore us  is,  whether  we  shall  adopt  one  feature  of 
national  defence^  by  fortifying  our  harbors.  The 
committee  have  proposed  three  modes  of  defence, 
of  which  this  is  one.  Oentiemen  say  it  is  neces- 
sary to  know  what  particular  harbors  are  suecep- 
tibie  of  defence.  But  surely  they  may  say  whe- 
ther they  will  do  anything,  before  they  are  ac- 
qualnteil  with  all  these  details.  It  is  oniv  the  ab- 
stract question,  whether  we  will  do  anything,  that 
is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Ft8K. — I  hope  the  Committee  will  rise.  I 
was  one  of  the  committee  who-brought  in  the  re- 
port, and  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration.  I  think  unanimity  daiirable  on 
this  subject,  and  although  we  have  been  seven 
weeks  here  without  acting  upon  it,  yet  I  think 
it  best  to  dday  it  for  a  short  time,  to  insure  that 
unanimity  which  will  be  an  efficient  instrument 
in  our  favor.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  we  have 
done  nothing.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  to 
authorize  a  detachment  ot  one  hundred  thousand 
militia  is  a  mere  thing  on  paper.  I  am  prepared 
to  say  that  if  our  enemies  should  invade  us,  we 
are  able  to  drive  them  out  of  Canada,  Nova  Sco- 
tia«  the  Floridas,  and  every  foot  of  ground  they 
hold  on  the  continent.  I  hope  that  the  Commit- 
tee will  rise,  and  that  every  source  of  information 
will  be  explored,  that  we  may  insure  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rising  of 
the  Committee,  and  carried — yeas  86. 

The  Committee  now  accordingly  rose^  and  the 


Chairman  reported  that  they  had  come  to  no  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report,  with  a  iriew  of  referring  it  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  make  the  inquiry 
he  had  stated. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  suggested  that  the  most  cor- 
rect and  usual  course  was  for  the  Hoose^  and  not 
a  select  conumttee,  to  call  on  the  President  for 
information. 

Mr.  &ARLT  declared  hims^  obliged  to  the  gen* 
tleman  for  his  suggestion,  and  witndrew  his  mo* 
tion,  with  the  view  of  moving  in  the  House  the 
resolution  to  the  effect  he  had  stated. 


WBONsaDAT,  January  24. 

A  petition  of  sundr)[  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read,  praying  the  right  of 
pre-emption  as  occupants  of  certain  publiclands, 
in  the  said  Territory,  which  they  have  severally 
improved  and  settled. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
ington county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territorv,  pray- 
ing a  donation  of  lands  for  the  education  of  youth, 
in  the  said  county;  that  all  surveys  of  the  public 
lands,  required  by  law,  may  be  made  at  the  pub- 
lic expense;  and  that  persons  holding  certificates, 
of  certain  descriptions,  for  lands,  may,  under  pro- 
per restrictions,  be  entitled  to  receive  patents 
therefor. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
r^rred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
fifth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Kepreseotatives;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Crowninshielo,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
committed on  the  twentieth  instant,  the  bill  to 
extend  the  time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving 
bond  in  case  of  drawback,  and  for  other  purposes 
reported  an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come. to  the  following  resolution: 

Keaohed,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  dirscted 
to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fond,  the  sum  of  two 
bundled  dollars  to  the  8ergesnt-at- Arms,  and  two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Doorkeep- 
er, each,  as  a  compensation  for  their  extra  services, 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  said 
resolution  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amende 
ments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  twenty-second  instant,  to  the  bill  to  extend 
jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to  the  State  judges 
and  State  courts;  and  the  said  amendments,  being 
twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 
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The  bill  was  then  further  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and,  together  with  the  amendraentS) 
lirdered  to  ba  engroMed,  and  read  the  third  time 
on  Maadaf  next. 

CMcrea,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
aefiured,  on  the  fourth  of  Deeember  last,  sundry 
petitions  and  memorials  from  the  Miasifisippi  Ter- 
ritory be  diflcfaasged  from  the  eoosi^ration  ol^so 
■aocn.  thereof  as  relates  to  tha  lands  of  the  United 
fitatetf  and,  that  so  much  of  the:  petitioiM.aod 
memorials  aforesaid  as  relates  to  the  lands- of  the 
llnited  Skatea,  be  refemd  to*  tlie  Committee  oo 
IbePoblic  Lands. 

Mr.  GaybY  offi^ncd  thefollowing  nesolntioa^  which: 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Ruohed,  That  any  member  of  this  House,  who 
•hall  in  future  accept  of»  solicitv  ot  enter  into  any  con- 
tiaot  fot  the  expenditure  of  any  money  appn^fmated  by 
law  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall,  in  conse- 

Juenoe  thereof  be  disqualified  from  a  seat  in  this 
touse. 

The  douse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  declarioff  the  asseot  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  so  far  as  relates 
to  imposing  a  duty  on  toonageby  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Charleston. 

Mr.  Mauon  supportedt  and  Mr.  Crowniii- 
8ni£LD  opposed  the  bill ;  when  the  Committee  rose 
without  coming  to  a  decision,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  ajcaio,  to  allow  time  for  printing  some  docu- 
meiUs  lUustcatiye  of  the  subject. 

DEFENCE  OF  POINTS  AIO)  HARBCmS. 

Mtw  EARfcy.f-^I  rne  to.eom^y  with  the  pr<MBi* 
iae  I  made  yesterday.  I  have  waited  soaxe  time 
More  offirnng  this  reaolutfon^  in  the  hope  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virg  ifiia(Mfk  DAwaoti  )'migbt 
Imyo  taken  bis  seat;  in  the  House.  I  regret  thai 
be  has.  not.  talmt  his  teat;  as  L should  wish  him 
to  be  present  at  the  ttnxe  of  offenng  the  resolii- 
tions  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I 
Will  read : 

JZeraA^  llkat  the  Pvesidentof  the  United  States 
cause  io  bo  laid  before  this  House  any  information 
whicb  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Ezeentlye  Depart-^ 
ment,  reiatiTe  to  the  state  and  eonditton  of  the  fortiyfi- 
cations  which  may  have  been  erected  within  the  seve- 
ral'pokte  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stat^;-  and  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  which  has  bean  expended  oneach», 
as  weH  as  the^mbabie  expense  of  eompleting  the  same ; 
and  also  any  information  of  which  said  Department 
a^ay  be  posoessed  relative  to  the  practicability  of  defend- 
ing, by  land'  batteries,  such  ports  and  harbors  as  have, 
by  any  former  law,  been  directed  to  be  fortified. 

Resolved,  That  the. President  cause  to  be  laid  before, 
this  House  a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  money 
which  has  been  disbursed  on  account  of  the  navy  in 
each  year,  since  its  establishment,  and  stating  particu- 
larly the  cost  of  each  frigate. 

Before  I  offer  these  resolutions.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  few  observations  in  explana- 
tion of  some  things  said  by  me  yesterday,  and  the 
replies  made  to  them  by  several  gentlemen.  lob- 
served  that  we  were  not  possessed  of  that  kind  of 
information  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolu- 
tion then  under  consideration,  that  would  enable 


us  to  form  a  cocrect  and  judkioiis  dee&aion  on  it; 
that  we  had  no  data  on  which  to  estimate  the  ex- 
pense of  the  proposed  mcasutes,  or  their  efficaef, 
tf  adopted.  When  I  took  the  Ubetty  of  intimat* 
tog  a  doubti  of  their  efficacy,  I  did  not  mean  to  ba 
undenstood  aa  doubting  the  physical  posaibilfitj 
of  so  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors  by  land  bat- 
teries ae  to  aibrd  them  an  effectual  pEoteciion. 
But  I  meant  to  say  that  such  was  their  physical 
situation  as  to  require  a  quantum  of  revenue  be- 
yond the  resources  of  the  nation*  I  haTO  no  donbi 
but  that  it  is  completely  in  our  power  to  defend 
New  York  and  our  other  harbors^  if  VC'  only  pos* 
sess  the  pecnolaiy .  means.  I  have  no  doulit  thai 
we  might,  with  ease,  nMke  a  Cronatadt  of  it,  bat 
I  donbt  whether  any  flenileman.  of  the  Hoose 
could  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  princinle  which, 
baa  prevailed  at  Cronstadt  and  other  planes,  and; 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  would  carry  us.  I  doabt 
whether  any  genUeman  w»uld  be  prepared  to 
adopt  the  course  pursued  by  the  French  Goaoa-^ 
meat,  with  regard  to  Cherbourg,  and  aloi^  her 
coast ;  a  course  which,  after  the  treatfr  of  Amiens, 
they  were  obliged  to  suspend,  from  the  inadequacy 
of  their  resources. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  one  or  two  other  additional 
thio|rs.    When  I  sug^ted  the  propriety  of  ob- 
tainmg  information,  it  was  said,  that  ray  object 
was  evidently  procrastination ;  that  it  waa  tmbe- 
cominff  in  the  House,  after  so  much  time  had 
been  uready  consumed^  to  attempt  farther  pro* 
crastioation ;  for  the:  sentiment  of  the  nation  wua 
before  us  ^  it  dmtated  our  course,  and  if  we  hesi- 
tated topucsueit,  the  public indiffoatioQWOttldligbt 
upon  us*    la  mv  opioiony  all  that  can  be  deduced 
from  what  has  been  denomiaactd  the  aentiaacnt 
of  the  nation,  in. this  and  other  casea^  ia  tJiiat  that 
in  this  couDtry,  where  the  Oovernmeaa  and  tha 
naitton  are  the  same,  the  nation  wiU  repoaeite 
confidence  in- the  €K>vemaaent,  and  ided«e  them* 
selves-  to  support  those  measures  which  the  G^w^ 
eriimettt  may  adopt*    All,  then,  that  followB  is^ 
that  the  nation  will  repose  its  confidence  on  tbaci 
as  on  other  trying  occasions,  in  the  Government. 
But  does  it  follow  that,  because  the  nation  teposes 
unlimited  confidence  in  this  Goveitimeniythi^  the 
latter  is  to  rush  blindfohtediy  into  met^mree  with* 
out  a  mntiire  consideration  of  them  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, I  apprehend,  in  proportion  to  this  confidence, 
there  isa  responsibility  in  theGoTecnment  not  to 
abuse  it ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  high  degree  of 
confidence  reposed  in  this  instance  in  theCmvern- 
mentyweottghtnot  to  doubt,  becauseftheezperieace 
of  former  times  proves  it,  that  wben  this  confidence 
shall  be  abused,  the  people  will  revoke  it.    In  my 
opinion,  at  this  time^  we  are  more  bound  to  be 
cautious  in  exercising  the  powers  reposed- in  m^ 
than  those  who,  in  former  times,  held  the  reins 
of  Qovernnkent ;  because  they  had  not  the  expe- 
rience that  we  have,  aod  because  the  lesson  ex* 
hibited  on  that  occasion,  shows  that  confideace, 
improperly  used,  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  people. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  be  understood  as  intimat- 
ing that  it  is  our  duty,  without  inquiring  into  the 
extent  or  the  grounds  on  which  we  proceed,  to 
embark  headlong  into  any  measures  which  the 
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PrtsiileBt  nay  reoonitteiid,  and  wbicb  tbey  maf 
consider  the  confidence  of  the  people  pledged  to 
sonport? 

With  regard  to  the  second  resolution,  I  will  add 
a  word  Of  two.  The  report  on  which  this  dit^ 
cnnion  is  founded)  aUhouffk  I  beUeve  not  so  in- 
fended,  is  ealculated  to  be,  as  I  apprehend,  a 
4ecov.  If  we  adopt  it,  we  shall  first  begin  with  a 
jtnali  approprtalioo.  and  we  s^ail  afterwards  be 
called  upon  to  go  tlie  whole  length  that  shall  be 
deemed  necessary  to  carry  the  measures  we  ahdl 
iukve  taken  into  full  and  complete  effect ;  and  w^ 
shall  be  lold,  unless  weaporoprtale  enough  money 
t»  cany  them  into  this  full  and  complete  effi^^  aO 
thai  we  hare  done  wlH  be  lost.  Sir,  we  hare 
some  warniag  monuments  agaiiist  pursaiog  such  a , 
polic V,  If  I  mm  not  mistaken,  this  reiy  ifouse  ia ' 
which  we  legislate  is  one  of  these  warning  mon- 
vments ;  the  fortification  of  our  ports  and  harbors 
is  another  \  and,  unlets  I  much  mistake,  the  ap- 
propriations which  w^  hare  heretofore  made  for : 
•pw  naralafmameiilsisaleo  an  awful  wttrniog.  It 
is  to  guard  against  being  decoyed  into  such  a  eoa* 
•dust  thai  I  now  ofibr  these  feaolutiods.  It  is,  that 
we  may  see  the  whole  ground  before  us ;  and  thM, 
ia  iJm  luq^age  of  the  homaBable  S^ajiajm,  we 
jBay  see  the  whole  :eatent  of  the  Toad.  It  k  true, 
the  Ceoamiftiee  has  giren  as  thfr:a$timato  of  the 
40Bt  of  a  serestyifoor  gita^ship.  '  Ao  eschaatel 
yea,  flir.a  aiaral  estiauite!  And  is  it  come  to  this? 
after  tae  exj[>erienoe  of  this  country  in  naral  af- 
fairs, that  this  Hottse  is. to  proceed  on  a  naral  «a- 
Ihaate.  I  hope  oot;  I  hopie  we:shall  hare  some- 
thing more  substantial ;  that  we  shall  hare  the 
actual  cost,  and  not  a  .taere  estimate, 

Mr.  J.  Gb  Smith. — As  the  House  is  not  much 
|)ressed  in  point  of  time,  \f.  is  aot,  peritapa^  to  be 
resetted  that  the  honorable  geatleman  hae,  op 
this  occasion,  giren  us  a  long  speech ;  b«xC  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  he  did  not  feel  the  want  of  in- 
formation at  an  eadier  period  of  the  session. 

Ml.  DAjiA.*-It  is  unfertunaie  thatthe  honoiable 
gentleman  from  Gtorgia  should  assume  a  cause 
ei&er  loo  feeble  to  be  sustained,  or  that  it  should 
be  addrcaiaed  to  a  body  that  he  imagines  incapa- 
ble of  feeling  the  force  of  argument.  I  presume 
that,  in  deciding  on  measures  in  this  House,  the  mo- 
ttres  of  psirtieuUr  gentiemea  are  not  to  guide  our 
dellberatioDa;  bat  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  mear 
snres  themaelres,  and  if  they  can  be  supported  by 
strong  and  fair  argument,  no  gentleman  would 
think  of  appealing  to  our  passions  for  their  aup- 
.port.  Whaterer  may  hare  been  my  opinion  «n 
the  general  course  of  measures  puraned  by  the 
msent  Administration,  is  not  now  the  question. 
The  only  inquiry  proper  foj  us  to  pursue,  relates 
to  the  naerits  of  the  proposition  before  us.  Oo  the 
general  subject  of  information,  if  the  gentleman 
xeally  desires  to  obtain  it.  there  can  be  no  excep- 
tion to  the  call,  howerer  we  may  legret  its  not 
harioff  been  made  earlier.  When  we,  yesterday, 
eensi&ied  the  report,  it  was  in  the  general  prin- 
eiple  whether  any  fortifications  shouM  be  erecled 
or  repaired,  without  undertaking  to  say  to  what 
extent  Che  business  should  go.  I  think  We  hare 
-tbuodant  information  to  justify  our  roting  oa  this 


principle,  although,  when  we  descend  into  the 
details^  we  may  require  more  particular  infor^^ 
mation. 

Mr.  Eablt. — I  hare  but  a  word  of  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  first  addresm 
you,  who  has  expressed  his  regret  at  my  not  bar- 
ing made  an  earlier  call  for  this  information ;  v^A 
that  is,  that  I  hare  made  the  call  aa  early  i^  the 
8object»matterof  the  report  came  into  diseussion» 
It  was  nerer  before  yesterday  discussed,  aady  at 
tlie  earliest  .period  of  the  4ebate,  I  arowed  a^r 
want  of  information. 

[Some  cparersatioa  here  took  place  be|wcea 
Messrs^  D«  R.  WikLiaiia,  Cuirk,  and  Oaou^ii- 
f aiaida,  oa  the  amoadments  aubsequeatiy  made 
ia  the  details  of  the  seaolatioa*]  < 

When  Mr.  Dawaoic  said  that,  net  being  in  the 
House  at  the.  time  these  lesolutkons  were  offered 
he  regretted  that  he  had  not  heard  the  feasoae 
assigaed  by  the  aaover  in  support  of  them.  He 
mast,  howerer,  be  permitted  to  obserre,  that  k 
was  made  the  aaaual  dutr  of  the  Secsetarr  of  the 
Naf^,  which  dety  he  performed,  to  lay  beiore  Ibe 
House  these  sereral  items  of  iiuormatiop,  called 
for  by-  the  resolutions.  He  could  therefore  onlf 
consider  delay  as  the  effect  tber  were  calculated 
to  ptoduee.  The  simple  resolutieii  before  the 
committee  yesterday  was^  do  the  ports  and  harbom 
af  the  Vniled  States  require  protection  %  Has  a^ 
arerygeatleman  declared  ihiato  be  the  iact?  Haa 
it  not  been  enfisrced  byerery  paper  in  the  Uaited 
States?  Does  aoCerery  day's  mail  hrmg.us  tlie 
public  sentiment  1  ta^A  is  it  not  Ukewise  enlbceed 
by  the  first  authority  in  the  aation  %  The  geaeral 
necessity  of  the  measure  can.  then,  admjyt  of  ae 
doubt.  The  aest  qaesUoa,  tora,  is.  is  the  sun 
recaaameoded  by  the  committee  too  large  ?  I  bp- 
Isere,  asid  Mnl>#,  eifery  gentleman  wul  coocvw 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  is  much  smaller  tbaa 
was  expected.  If  tnese  are  ihets,  what  can  the 
object  be,  but  further  delay  ?  It  can  only  be  one 
of  two  alternatires,  either  to  carrr  the  resdutioQa 
calling  for  informationi  and  therc&r  from  the  pime 
which  will  elapse  betore  it  can  be  receired,  ip 
giro  the  whole  business  the  gor-by;  or  it  puiat 
arise  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  JBxecutif« 
in  the  disburseoMat  of  the  monefrs  approjpristed. 
I  say  the  ohjeot  must  arite  from  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  two  causes*  I  hold  it  my  duty  heie 
to  state  that  the  committee,  on  their  first  meetio^, 
directed  their  ohainoeiB  to  write  to  the  Seoretaif 
of  War  and  the  Seoretarjr  of  the  Nary  for  iofoe- 
mation  to  guide  their  decisions.  The  Seeretarf 
of  War  informed  us  that  the  inquiry  we  called  for 
could  not  be  giren  in  leps  than  seren  or  eifflit 
weeks,  and  I  rentare  to  aArm  that,  if  the  reaoln- 
tions  are  agreed  to^  the  subject  will  not  be  taken 
up  again  for  that  length  of  time.  Is  this  the  wiidi 
orgentlemen ?  I  trust  that,  tf  it  is  their  wbih,  a 
majority  of  this  House  wiU  be. found  to  hold  dif* 
fereot  opinioBs,  and  will  be  iaXaror  of  procatd-* 
ing  without  delay,  in  a  busiatas  so  ietesesting  m 
the  public  Welfare. 

Mr.  D.  B.  WiLLiAMta.— As  far  as  I,  a  fallible 
man.  can  understand  the  infUhble  ideas  of  the 
gentbemaa  imia  Viigiaia  (Mr.  OAWaikN^  I  mtfst 
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disclaim  the  motives  he  ascrihes  to  the  friends 
of  these  resolations^  and  declare  my  total  igno- 
rance of  any  gentleman  being  influenced  by  them. 
Sttrely  that  honorable  gentleman  is  not  so  devoid 
of  charity,  as  to  wish  me  to  vote  blindfolded  on  a 
subject  which  he  allows  to  be  highly  important. 
What  are  the  verbal  communications  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  tome?  They  mav  have  been 
satisfactory  to  the  committee  who  neard  them ; 
but  they  surely  cannot  enli|;hten  those  who  are 
altogether  unacquainted  with  them.  I  hope  we 
shail  not  nroceed  with  a  degree  of  precipitation 
that  will  oblige  us  to  act  blindfolded. 

Mr.  Early. — The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  told  us  that  the  very  information  we  now  call 
for,  as  far  as  it  applies  to  th6  first  resolution,  was 
verbally  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
select  committee.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
could  not  have  offered  a  more  forcible  argument 
for  adopting  the  resolution.  Whatl  Is  this  House 
to  decide  on  the  private  information  of  a  head  of 
department,  given  to  a  committee,  when  that  in- 
formation too  is  verbal  7  Is  this  the  way  in  which 
the  funds  of  the  nation  are  to  be  pledged  to  an  in- 
calculable extent,  in  the  furtherance  of  measures, 
whose  success  is  at  best  problematical?  I  pre-> 
aume  not.  Before  thev  itre  adopted,  we  onght  to 
be  possessed  of  official  documents ;  And  if.  after 
we  have  acted  on  the  information  we  have  re- 
ceived, we  shall  find  it  incorrect,  we  shall  know 
whom  to  blame,  and  on  whom  to  fix  the  responsi- 
bility. But  would  that  be  the  case,  when  informa- 
tion was  verbally  given  by  a  bead  of  department  to 
ia  committee  and  verbally  delivered  by  that  commit- 
tee to  the  House  %  Surely  not.  Was  it  ever  heard 
of,  that  the  House  should  act  in  a  measure  of  such 
magnitude  on  the  verbal  communications  of  the 
liead  of  a  department,  verbally  delivered  to  the 
House? 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  the  gentleman  was  mistaken 
in  point  of  fact.  He  had  not  said  a  word  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Early  begged  pardon  for  his  mistake. 
He  had,  however,  always  understood  «  gentle- 
man to  be  opposed  to  a  motion  when  he  spoke 
against  it. 

After  amending  the  resolution,  by  adding  after 
the  words,  within  the  United  States,  ^  the  terri- 
tories thereof,"  it  was  agreed  to— ayes  88 ;  when 
the  second  resolution,  was  also  agreed  to — ayes 
81,  after  inserting  in  lieu  of  frigates,  ^  armed  ships 
or  other  vessels  built  or  purchased  on  account  of 
the  United  States,"  and  adding  to  the  resolution, 
^^ and  also  the  amount  of  moneys  that  has  been  ex- 
pended on  each  navy  yard." 
*  A  committee  of  two  members  was  then  ap- 
pHDinted  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the  Pre- 
sident. 

Mr.  Elliot.^-I  am  very  happy  at  the  prospect 
of  attaining  the  infortnation  called  for  in  the  reso- 
Intton  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  tfdd  I  hope, 
before  we  have  a  final  deeision  on  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  we  shall  obtain  some  fur- 
ther information.  Annexed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  I  find  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  of  the  expense  of  bailding  a  74^  and 


keeping  her  in  service,  aiMl  an  estimate  of  the  like 
kind  relative  to  gunbHoats.  This  information  is 
very  valuable,  as  tar  as  it  goes.  I  do  not  perfectly 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  as  to  the 
intrinsic  value  of  a  navy  estimate.  But  I  believe 
we  ought  to  go  on  more  sokd  ground  than  a  navy 
estimate ;  and  when  our  selection  is  to  be  made 
from  various  plans  of  defence,  it  is  proper  to  ob- 
tain an  estimate  of  the  relatirie  expense  of  each. 
It  may,  possibly,  be  the  intention  or  a  majority  of 
this  House,  to  vote  several  millions  for  the  build- 
ing of  74's — while  they  are  disposed  to  soflfer  oar 
present  naval  armament  to  remain  idle.  This 
may  be  the  view  of  a  maiority  of  this  Hoose,  bat 
I  am  not  yet  convinced  tnat  it  is.  There  appean 
to  me  to  be  a  chasm  in  the  details  called  for,  to 
fill  which  I  move  the  following  resolntion: 

Resohed,  Thst  the  Seczetaiy  of  the  Na^  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
repairing,  and  of  the  annual  expense  of  maniiing,  and 
of  supporting  in  actual  service  the  whole  of  the  fiigates 
and  smaller  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United 
Stetes. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  withoat  a  divi- 


sion. 


Mr.  Dawson  said,  that  believing  the  informa- 
tion called  for  in  the  resokition  just  agreed  to, 
could  not  be  had,  withoat  the  previous  tepse  of  a 
long  time,  and  considering  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, he  held  it  his  duty  to  mnve  that  the  Hoose 
should  again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

This  motion  having  prevailed— ayes  60— Mr* 
Greqo  took  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  stated,  that  when  the  Commit 
tee  before  rose,  the  resolution  under  consideration 
was  for  appropriating  $150,000  for  the  better  pro- 
tection or  our  ports  and  harbors. 

Mr.  Thomas  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out 
this  sum,  in  order  to  leave  it  blank. 

Mr.  CoNRAo  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
to  act  in  this  business.  A  few  minutes  ago  we 
agreed  to  a  call  for  information,  and  now  we  are 
required  to  girt  a  vote  in  the  dark.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him,  under  there  circumstances,  to  act 
understandingly  on  the  subject.  He  must,  there- 
fore, move  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  that  the  Committee  would 
rise,  and  that  the  business  would  be  postponed  for 
some  time.  He  thought,  from  the  beginning  of 
this  business,  they  had  been  proceeding  incorrectly}, 
that  thev  should  be  going  on  in  measures  of  pro- 
tection, oefore  they  determined  on  the  propriety  of 
resorting  to  warlike  measures,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  beginning  with  the  wrong  end  of  the  business. 
If  thev  determined  on  peaceable  measures,  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  gunboats,  or  the  aefeod- 
ing  oor  ports  and  harbors.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
measures  of  war  were  adopted,  or  such  measures 
as  would  lead  to  war,  there  might  be  this  neces- 
sity. 

I  do  not  said  Mr.  S.  certainly  know,  but,  as  far 
as  I  have  conversed  with  the  members  of  diis 
House^  there  is  not  a  disposition  to  eo  to  war» 
Why,  then,  pursue  war  measures?  1  hope  the 
House  will  not  be  of  opinion,  that  war  is  neces- 
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sary ;  aad,  if  so,  what  reason  is  there  at  present 
for  adopting  warlike  measares?  Why  go  into 
details,  whose  fitness  must  depend  on  higher  mea- 
rares  ?  When  I  say  this,  I  assure  the  gentleman, 
if  it  shall  be  necessary  to  talte  measares  of  war, 
or  measures  leading  to  it,  I  shall  be  willing  to 
adopt  effectual  measures  One  thing  is  certain. 
That  if  we  take  sneh  measures,  we  must  go  much 
further  than  the  report  of  the  select  committee. 
Before  this  great  question  is  decided,  the  determi- 
nation of  all  subordinate  matters  will  be  useless. 
I  therefore  think  it  best  that  the  Committee  should 
rise,  and  that  the  subject  now  under  coasideration 
should  be  laid  asleep  for  some  time. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  Committee  agreed 
to  rise;  when  the  Chairman  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  bad  had  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  consideration^  and  had  come  to 
no  resolution  thereon. 

And  on  motion,  the  Hotise  adjourned. 


MoMOAY,  January  27. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
twenty-second  instant,  presented  a  bill  layiog  a 
duty  on  sUtcs  imported  into  any  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice  aad  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
the  twenty-fourth  instant,  in  the  words  following 
to  wit: 


Buokfed,  That  the  Clei^  of  this  Hoi^se  be 
to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dolUis  to  the  Seigeant-At^Arms,  and  two  hun- 
dred doUsrs  to  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Door- 
keeper, each,  as  %  compensation  for  their  extra  serncee 
donng  the  last  sesnon  of  Congrees. 

Orderedf  That  the  said  motion  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Leib,  Mr.  Fibk.  Mr.  TaiGU^  Mr.  8EA?Sii, 
and  Mr.  Thomas. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Besolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
Tessels  beloDging  to  the  United  States,  distinguish- 
iog  the  frigates  nt  for  actual  service ;  distinguish' 
ing  such  as  require  repair,  and  the  sum  necessarv 
for  repairing  each;  and  distinguishing,  also,  such 
as  it  may  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to 
dispose  of  rather  than  repair. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons  holding  property 
in  the  western  part  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  oi  Columbia,  and  residing  therein, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  Congress  may  reject  every  application  for 
leave  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  river  Potomac. 
Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  George- 
towo,  owners  of  property  in  the  western  part  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  the  same  efibct.  Also,  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  cotmties  of  Montgomery, 
Frederick,  Washington,  and  Allegany,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  same  effect.— Referred. 

Mr,  CBOWMiNSBisLih  from  the  Committee  of 
Commercei  and  ManurnQtures,  to  whom  was  re- 


ferred, on  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  the  memorial 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce,  re- 
ported a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  **Aii 
act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens,  for  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on 
tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;"^ 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  iurisdiction,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,  was 
read  the  third  time,  ancTpassed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  whiek 
lay  on  the  table,  to  repeal  the  act  to  authorize  the 
receipt  of  evidences  of  public  debt,  in  payment 
for  tne  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  tor  other 
purposes,  relative  to  the  public  debt,  as  reported 
uy  the  Committee  of  the  whole  HousCi  on  the 
sixteenth  instant^  without  amendment:  Wherfr* 
upon,  the  said  bill  was  amended  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and,  together  with  the  amendments,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  aad  read  the  third  time  u^ 
morrow. 

DETACHMENT  OP  MILITIA. 

An  engrossed,  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States  was  reai 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  Tallmadob,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  had 
never  recaUeeted  an  iastaace,  since  he  had  been 
honored  with  a  seat  in  that  House,  when  a  que^ 
tion  of  equal  magnitude  with  the  present,  had 
passed  on,  from  the  report  whieh  was  first  madcL 
to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and  there  had 
scarcely  been  a  remark  submitted  to  the  Honae  to 
elueidate  or  justify  the  measure.  We  have  be- 
fore us  a  bill  of  no  trifling  import;  it  provides  for 
organizing,  arming,  and  equipping,  a  military 
foree  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  and  it  anpr<K 
priates  two  million  of  dollars  to  enable  the  Go¥- 
ernment  to  bring  this  force  into  the  field.  Now 
this  bill  contemplates  some  serious  intentions  on 
the  part  of  the  Gk>vemment,  or  else  it  is  a  solemn 
moczery,  a  mere  political  farce.  At  any  rate,  we 
shall  hereby,  if  the  bill  passes  into  a  law,  lock  up 
two  million  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  whicn 
must  remain  appropriated,  and  sequestered  from 
any  other  use,  however  urgent  and  pressing  the 
calls  of  our  country  may  1^  from  any  other  quar- 
ter. Under  the  present  aspect  of  this  bill,  as  it 
has  been  presented  to  my  mind,  I  sliall  be  eo»- 
stnined  to  give  it  my  unequivocal  negative,  un- 
less some  gentleman  shall  be  able  to  remove  my 
objection  against  its  final  passage.  I,  therefore, 
take  the  literty  to  call  on  the  honorable  chairddan 
of  the  committee,  who  reported  the  bill,  (Mr. 
Varnum,  of  Massachusetts,  1  to  state  to  the  House 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  submit  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  and  to  request  of  him, 
for  my  particular  information,  to  answer  the  two 
following  queries,  viz : 

1st.  What  special  objects  are  to  be  answered  by 
the  passage  of  this  bill  ? 

2d.  What  effect  will  sueh  a  law  have  upon  the 
militia  systems  of  the  different  States  in  the 
Union? 
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I  make  these  ioMiries  of  ihe  honorable  g:eiitle- 
nan  from  Massaeausees^  who  feported  this  bUl, 
from  a  koowledee  of  the  liigh  station  whieh  he 
Ikolds  ia  the  mflitia  of  (hat  fiUate ;  and  (rom  a 
hope  that  he  Iws  Mlj  weig^hed  aU  the  relatiipe 
teartogB  of  this  bill,  with  tl^  adraotajfea  and  ib- 
oonTenieeees  fhenee  resttitiog,  that  he  maf  be 
aMe  to  confirm  the  wavering,  BtA  to  satisfy 
those  who  dottbt  reapeeting  the  proyimns  of  this 
-bifl. 

Ia  llie  public  liessage  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  to  Congress  on  the 
4hird  of  December  last,  we  are  informed  thait  spo- 
liations are  committed  on  our  commerce  and  our 
^eeamen  are  impressed  on  the  highseas ;  while ag^ 
jgreesiotts  and  iasvits  are  offered  lo  the  citisens  of 
Ihe  Territories  of  Oilcans  and  the  MiaBissi|ypl,b)r 
the  regular  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  King  of 
-Spain.  Some  of  these  injuries  may  «dmit  of 
peaceable  remedy,  but  some  of  them  are  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  met  by  force  only,  and  all  of  them  may 
iead  to  it. 

From  the  fullest  examination  I  hare  been  able 
to  make  of  this  public  doeumifiot  famd  I  lay  no 
claim  to  private  communications,)  I  can  discover 
Aot  one  point  on  wl»eh  this  great  military  iuce 
icaa  be  brought  to  bear.    Is  it  poasiUe,  th^  Mr. 
Speaker,  (and  I  do  hope  that  the  honorable  chair- 
kMtn  wiU  give  us  an  answer  to  the  inquiry,)  k  it 
.passible,  I  say,  that  an  apportionmeut  must  be 
«iade  on  all  the  militia  of  tne  United  'Slates,  from 
Oeorgia  lo  the  District  of  Maine,  that  the  Preei*- 
4ciM  of  the  United  States  pnay  be  enabled  to  repel 
aa  invasion,  or  chastise  an  insult  offered  to  oor 
«itiieaB  within  the  ^Hstriot  of  Orieans'?    If  this 
•be  not  the  object,  the  inquiry  returns  with  tie- 
doabled  force-^what  is  ttl    Or,  are  we  to  ooa^ 
^ude  that  all  tkps  parade  and  expense  is  to  form 
-an  army  on  paper,  and  lo  hold  out  to  the  world 
-the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  our  national  honor 
and  dignity,  aaud  the  promptitude  and  vi^r  with 
which  we  are  read  v  to  defend  it  1    Oan  1 1  be  poo- 
•ihle,  sir,  that  gentlemen  can  be  serious  in  off(^ring 
this  preposterous  parade  of  military  de&nee,  whea 
ihe  recommendation  of  the  President,  and  the 
▼okeof  oar  eountry.call  so  imperkmsly  for  some- 
thing more  efficient  1    Will  the  European  Pow- 
ers telieve  that  you  are  in  sober  earnest,  when 
^hey  shall  read  the  provieions  of  this  bill  1    Will 
the  people  of  our  own  country  be  satisfied  with 
tfaie  kind  of  military  farce?    The  former,  I  am 
fcrsaadeiL  will  not  be  deceived  by  it;  the  latter 
eannot  fail  to  be  disgusted  with  this  pitiful  parade. 
Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  the  military  de- 
fence which  our  jpresent  circumstances  call  for,  it 
is  hardly  proper  lor  me  now  to  discuss  that  oues- 
tton.    If  the  difficulties  and  objections  whico  so 
forcibly  press  upon  my  mind  can  be  obviated,  nol- 
withstaodiog  my  general  doubts  of  the  efficacy 
of  this  ibeasure,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bUl  on  your 
table. 

If  I  can  be  convinced  that  this  measure  is 
proper  and  necessary,  if  it  will  add  anything  to 
the  real  defence  of  our  country,  I  shall  be  one  of 
the  last  mea  in  this  Hotise  to  refuse  it  any 
support. 


I  ask  a^aln  of  the  honorable  Cbainaan,  and 
bo^  he  will  give  us  an  aaewer— -What  effiset  wiM 
this  law  havEc  unon  the  milttia  syeiems  of  thm 
several  Slates  of  the  Union  t  By  the  biU  on 
year  table,  this  body  of  one  hundred  thotuao^ 
militia  is-  caMed  a  deiachmcat.  Now,  a  detadi- 
meat  of  men^  aiecording  to  the  ideas  wh«^  I  had 
obtained  ia  the  Revtelatteaary  war,  i  have  akraya 
oonsidcoed  as  a  body  of  men  set  aoait  or  detaehei 
Sor  a  apeciai  purpose,  and  not  liable  to  be  assigoei 
to  any  other  doty  antil  that  service  wae  pep- 
formed. 

I  ask  again  of  the  honorable  gentl^ftnaoi  how 
far  such  a  detaahmeat  is  to  be  ooasidered  as  eulfi- 
cieat  for  the  fieriod  oonteoiplated  by  the  bill,  and 
what  will  be  its  effiwts  on  the  lemaiuiag  bodjr  of 
them^itiai    in  the  year  1707,  when  a  timiiar 
detachment  was  nmde  and  apportioiied  upon  the 
several  States,  it  was  held  out  as  bm  eneooiag»- 
ment  to  those  who  should  voluateer,  as  w«&  as 
those  who  should  be  draughted  for  the  service^ 
that  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  poform 
other  military  services  during  the  period  for 
which  they  were  so  engaged.    The  consequences 
which  resulted  from  the  measure  were  very  inju* 
rious.    The  principles  of  obedience  and  military 
subordination  in  tnis  draughted  corps  were  very 
much  laid  aside,  and  as  they  were  not  obliged  to 
appear  on  the  osoal  muster  days,  they  lost  in  a 
great  measure  their  discipline-— their  arms,  and 
meir  uniforms,  through  negleet,  became  also'unfit 
for  use.    These  consequences  resulted  from  the 
scattered  situation  of  those  draughted  militia, 
whose  officers  ooukl  not  conveu^  them  for  dtscip- 
Hne  without  ^reat  trouble  and  expense.    There  h 
anothef  consideration  which  has  weight,  in  my 
mind.    During  the  period  for  which  this  detach- 
ment is  to  be  held  ready  for  service  (two  years)  a 
great  portion  of  the  men  will  have  changed  their 
condition  very  materially.    Some  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  human  nature  will  have  died-^then 
will  remove  to  different  and  distant  places,  so  that 
it  will  be  impossible,  on  any  emergency,  to  assem* 
ble  them,    i  would  uppeal  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  who  advocates  this 
measure,  if  he  should  be  appointed  to  command 
the  detachment  from  Massachusetts,  (and  I  con- 
fess i  do  not  know  a  more  proper  person  for  the 
purpose)  whether  he,  as  a  military  man,  would 
venture  to  assure  the  Kxeeutive  that  he  could  pa- 
rade this  formidable  cdrps  in  the  space  of  twenty 
Or  even  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  receiving 
notice  that  their  service  was  needed?    Nay,  sir, 
even  in  case  of  an  invasion,  would  he  not  be  bel- 
ter able  to  march  the  whole  division  of  mflitia, 
which  he  now  commands,  in  the  space  of  two 
days,  toward  any  given  point  of  attack,  and  with 
more  effect  than  he  could  collect  and  naarch  the 
detachment  aforesaid  in  tea  times  the  same  period 
of  time. 

Agaii^  sir,  I  ask  what  necessity  there  is  for  dits 
bill  f  By  an  act,  passed  the  third  of  March,  18(^ 
eighty  thousand  militia  were  put  ia  requisition, 
and  held  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  President  or 
the  United  Sutes.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that 
this  is  tiot  a  foree  adequate  to  the  ezigeu^sjes  ^ 
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OQr  coiiiitrf,  where  it  has  been  threatened.  Why, 
then,  are  we  called  upon  to  enact  a  new  law  to 
avfhorize  this  additional  detaehment.  when  the 
law.  before  quoted,  is  in  full  force,  and  adequate 
to  all  the  purposes  of  -national  deduce ;  at  least 
so  far  a!t  auch  n  detachment  can  be  called  an  effi- 
cient force  1  If  it  shoold  be  said  that  there  would 
be  no  money  appropriated  fmr  the  pm-pose,  i  need 
not  remark  that  provision  can  be  made  in  the 
general  appropriation  law  to  meet  this  object. 

If,  indeed,  this  is  intended  to  be  a  mere  paper 
thing,  a  formidable  force  without  any  teal  exist- 
ence, the  proposition  is  too  despicable  to  need  a 
serious  reply.  I  have  never  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  military  operations  were  to  Be  carried 
on  in  this  way ;  nor  is  it  by  such  means  that  your 
Government  can  be  made  respectable  abroad,  or 
your  citizens  efficiently  protected  at  hom%. 

Mr.  T.  was  scarcely  seated,  when  the  question 
was  called  for  by  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  Sute  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Tbomas  ;)  and,  Mr. 
Vabnum,  showing  no  intention  to  rise,  the  Sp£ax- 
IR  was  about  to  put  the  question,  when 

Mr.  Dama  rose  and  aaid,  he  had  no  dispoeition 
10  burden  gMitleaen  with  qnesiioos,  when  thev 
iMinifested  ao  little  leadiAeas  to  answer  those  mS- 
reidy  put  lo  them.  He  mnst,  however,  be  per* 
•itted  to  inquire,  why  the  nm-eommj^wiiwieAcffi- 
eers  of  the  proposed  detaehment  wefe  to  be  denied 
the  pay  allowed  by  lew  to  the  militia  in.gc»e«al. 
if  called  into  tiuB  actual  aervice  of  the  UAiteo 
States?  The  bill  places  the  detaehment  on  the 
aame  establishment  witji  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay  and  emolumenta.  Yet  there  ex- 
ists a  law.ei^cmble  to  the  whole  militia,  whieh 
pro? ides  pariicuburly  for  theif  pay  at  the  rate  of 
atx  dollars  and  sixty-aifCDHHs  per  monih  for  the 
prirates.  Tl»e  ae€  waa  nassecl  in  Januafy,  1795, 
end  if  4o  be  iMind  in  toe  third  volume  of  the 
iaws  of  the  United  Stales.  I  trust  I  have  the 
liglit  to  hear  the  .act  read,  notwithstanding  the 
promptitude  ivith  whieh  Atie  iiuestion  has  been 
called  £».    I  eall,  sir,  for  the  leading  of  the  eet« 

[The  Clark  rend  the  three  firal  aections  of  the 
act] 

Mr.  YARNcrM,  ofMassaehusetts,  then  rose.  He 
Aid  it  was  diffienlt  for  him  to  enter  into  all  the 
details,  which  the  questtons  of  the  (fentlemen  im- 

«ied;  it  depended  upon  the  situation  of  the  dif- 
rent  parte  of  the  conntry,  whether  the  objections 
of  the  eentleflaan  from  ConneeticQt  (Mr.  Tall- 
vadqe)  were  applicable.  It  was  not  necessary, 
from  the  provisions  of  the  act,  to  cull  this  out  of 
1^  great  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 
That  in  Massachusetts  it  did  not  exempt  from 
militia  duty  in  the  year  1797.  They  were  only 
•elected  and  officered,  knd  ordered  to  be  equipped 
tod  Iq  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn- 
>Dg*  They  afterward  returned  to  their  ranks  and 
were  held  to  do  duty  there,  in  the  same  manner 
tt  if  they  had  not  been  detached.  If  the  argn- 
yeot  of  the  gentleman  was  correct  relative  to  a 
^ehment,  ail  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
?^c  be  ondtsciplined.  as  the  President  had  a 
^t  to  call  oQt  the  wiiole.  -As  to  the  objection 


made  by  Che  other  gentleman  from  Connectiovt, 
(Mr.  Dana,)  there  was  some  difference  in  the  pay 
proposed  to  he  allowed  by  this  bill,  to  the  militia, 
which  should  compose  the  detachment, bnt  it  was 
not  Bfneh  less.  Tne  diffierenee  was  smal),  from 
that  allowed  by  the  existing  law.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  Presidrat  has  tM  us  of  dreadful  depiedatiow 
upon  our  commerce,  and  of  insults  and  inroads 
upon  our  territories ;  that  our  seamen  and  feHow* 
citizens  are  imprened,  and  itt-treated  In  a  mmtt 
crnei  manner.  It  becomes  us,  sir,  to  tahe  some 
measure  suitable  to  the  occasion,  unless  we  tacan 
to  shew  the  world  that  we  possess  a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit.  And,  in  my  opinion,  this  is  that 
measure. 

Mr.  CaiTTBiiBBif,  ef  Ferment.— Mr.  Speaiter, 
what  may  have  been  the  practice  under  the  law 
authorizing  the  former  detachment  from  the  mi- 
liiia  in  that  part  of  the  Union,  spoken  of  by  tiM 
honeiable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mf • 
VARifiTif,^  1  will  not  underuketo  say ;  but,  in  ^ 
State  whieh  I  Imve  the  honor  to  represent,  mai. 
particularly  in  that  division  in  which  I  reside,  a 
different  eonslruction  was  given  to  the  law  an- 
thoristing  that  deuchment,  end  a  very  different 
course  was  pursued. 

It  was  there  considered  that  the  detachment 
when  made,  beiw  under  the  command  and  direc* 
tion  of  offieeifs  selected  or  appointed  for  that  puN 
pose,  could  not  besubjeet  to  tne  command  of  tneir 
former  o0cersj  nor  liable  to  perform  the  ordinary 
military  duty  in  the  companies  from  which  they 
were  detached.    And,  six,  this  was  held  out  as  an 
eneenmgament  to  these  who  would  volunteer  in 
that  aerviee,  that,  although  they  were  liable  to  be 
eaHed  into^  actual  serrice,  for  which  they  would 
receive  a  eompensation,  the^r  would  not  be  liaUe 
to  peilbrm  the  ordinary  military  duties  in  the 
companies  from  whieh  they  were  detached.    It 
sir,  any  neoessity  exists  for  an  efficient  trmed 
force  for  the  protection  of  our  country,  I  am  pei^ 
fectlv  prepared,  and.  I  presume,  as  willinff  as  any 
gentleman  in  tnis  lloose  to  grant  such  aid  to  the 
Exeoutiva  of  theUnited  States,  as  may  be  amply 
sufficient  to  meet  any  expected  invasion,  or  to 
support  any  measure  that  has  the  protection  or 
honor  of  the  nation  for  its  object.    Neither,  sir, 
am  I  wanting  in  mry  confidence  in  a  well  organ* 
ised  milttia  of  our  country ;  bnt  it  is  from  a  con- 
victton  on  my  mind  that  the  whole  military  force 
of  any  portion  ef  the  United  States  might  be 
brought  into  the  field  to  repel  any  invasion  with 
more  facility  and  with  much  less  expense  than 
the  same  number  of  the  proposed  detachment; 
one  brigade,  or  at  least  one  division  of  which 
might  comprehend  a  whoie  State. 

From  their  dispersed  situation  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  that  such  attention  should  be 
paid  to  their  arms,  equipment,  and  discipline,  »g 
to  render  them  an  eflicient  force  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  country.  This  is  the  reason  which 
operates  on  my  mind  against  the  proposed  mea»* 
ure.  It  is  not  nrom  an  opposition  to  any  measure 
that  shall  have  for  its  object  the  better  organtza* 
tiotf'Of  the  milicla,  but  from  a  well-grounded  be- 
lief tint  the  bill  now  oh  your  faUe  wiH  have  a 
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direct  tendeocy  to  disorganize  and  diminish  the 

Eower  which  the  Executire  of  the  United  States 
as.  by  the  existing  law,  (the  law,  a  repeal  of 
which  is  contemplated  by  this  bill,)  to  call  out  a 
sufficient  force  to  answer  every  object  which  the 
exigencies  of  our  country  may  require,  that  I  am 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Varndm,  of  Massachusetts. — When  I  was 
op  before,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  stated  that 
the  motive  for  passmg  this  act  was  an  appropria- 
tion ;  that  which  is  contained  in  the  law,  the  re- 
peal of  which  was  contemplated,  having  expired 
by  a  general  provision  of  Jaw,  which  makes  all 
appropriations  terminate  at  the  end  of  two  years. 
The  committee  in  paying  attention  to  the  old 
law  found  that  it  wns  permanent,  and  they 
thought  it  more  conformable  to  the  Constitution, 
that  all  laws  creating  a  military  establishment 
should  be  temporarv.  The  other  provisions  of 
the  bill,  directiac  the  President  to  make  the  ap- 
portionment on  tne  differenc  States,' was  thou^nt 
to  be  a  more  equal  and  just  mode  of  raising 
them,  rather,  than  as  the  present  act  provides  to 
raise  them  in  any  part  of  the  United  Sutes  at  his 
discretion. 

Mr.  CluiNOT,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
reason. given  bjr  bis  colleague,  (Mr.  Variioii,)  for 
passing  this  bill,  "that  we  ought  to  show  in 
'the  present  state  of  our  oountrjr,  that  we  do 
'  not  possess  a  servile  degraded  spirit."  was  a  prin- 
cipal reason  with  him  against  the  oill.  He  be- 
lieved that  if,  after  all  the  evidence  this  House 
had  received  of  the  temper  of  the  people,  and  of 
their  expectations  of  emcient,  real  measures  of 
defence,  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  be  the  first 
fruit  of  a  seven  weeks'  deliberation,  it  would, 
indeed,  indicate  that  our  spirit  was  servile  and 
degraded — at  least,  that  such  was  the  spirit  of 
this  House.  And,  indeed,  in  fact,  its  spirit  was, 
in  his  opinion,  far  below  the  temper  and  spirit 
which  prevailed  in  the  community.  It  was,  in- 
deed, very  extraordinary  that,  after  all  the  urgent 
demands  made  upon  us  by  the  peq3le  and  by  the 
President,  for  various  augmentations  of  our  force, 
that  the  first  step  we  publicly  take  should  be,  not 
to  increase  the  power  of  the  Executive  arm,  but  to 
diminish  that  which  it  already  possesses.  If  this 
was  the  real  character  of  this  bill,  he  thought  the 
conclusion  inevitable,  that  a  House  which,  m  such 
a  state  of  public  affairs  as  ours,  should  be  guilty 
of  such  an  act.  was  actuated  by  "a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit.''  And  whatever  we  may  think  of 
it  ourselves,  I  have  great  fears  that  both  the  peo- 
ple and  foreign  nations  will  draw  that  conclusion 
concerning  us.  That  this  was  no  increase  of  Ex- 
ecutive power^  but  a  real  diminution  of  it  was 
very  evident. 

The  gentleman,  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Vabnum,) 
had  stated  three  reasons  for  passing  the  present 
and  repealing  the  old  law.  1st.  The  want  of  an 
appropriation  for  the  expense  of  the  detachment. 
This  is  a  very  good  reason  for  an  appropriating 
act,  but  it  is  none  at  all  for  an  act  repealing  the 
provisions  of  the  old  law.  and  re^nactinff  the 
same  nearly  in  the  same  form.    2d.  His  second 


reason  was,  that  the  former  act  was  permanent— 
this  temporary.    The  former  hiw  had  been  passed 
in  1803,  by  the  gentlemen  who  now  constituted 
the  majority  in  this  House.    It  had  been  suffered 
to  sleep  for  three  years,  and  now  at  the  very  mo- 
ment the  act  is  about  to  be  useful,  this  great  Con- 
stitutional discovery  is  made.    It  is  very  unlucky 
that,  when  the  people  expect  to  see  us  alive  to 
their  protection,  we  are  alive  to  nothing  but  theo- 
retic questions   and  Constitutional    difficulties. 
The  third  reason  for  this  law  was  the  new  appor- 
tionment of  the  detachment  of  militia  it  contem- 
plates.   In  this  consists  the  mischief  and  imbecil- 
ity of  the  measure.    By  the  law  of  1803,  which 
this  bill  proposes  to  repeal,  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  call  out  a  detachment  of  eighty  thousand 
militia.    He  may  Uke  the  whole  from  any  part 
of  the  Union.    Wherever  the  exigency  requires, 
he  may  there  call  for  all,  or  any  part,  of  the  eighty 
thousand.    By  the  present  law.  the  detachment 
made  is  to  consist,  indeed,  of  a  nundred  thousand 
men ;  but  this  number  is  to  be  apportioned  upon 
the  States,  and  whatever  is  wanted  for  actual  ser- 
vice is  to  be  collected  from  seventeen  independ- 
ent divisions,  in  a  country  fifteen  hundred  miles 
in  length.    Great  stress  was  laid,  when  this  sub> 
ject  was  debated  in  Committee,  on  the  additional 
number.  And  my  colleague  (Mr.  Variium)  asked 
''are  not  a  hundred  thousand  men  more  than 
eighty  thousand  t    How,  then,  can  this  be  said 
not  to  be  an  increase  of  Executive  power  V  This 
is  not  a  question  to  be  decided  by  mere  numbers. 
The  true  question  is,  whether  this  is  a  real  in- 
crease of  ^cieot  power?     Will  it  enable  tbe 
Executive  to  defend  any  given  poiot  or  frontier 
of  tbe  United  States  better  or  worse  than  the 
existing  law?    Nothing,  to  my  mind,  can  be 
clearer  than  that  it  will  be  worse.    Suppose  an 
invasion  of  any  frontier — for  instance  the  district 
of  Maine.    And  let  the  invading  force  be  twenty 
thousand  m^n.    To  resist  which,  in  the  opinioa 
of  the  Executive,  thirty  thousand  would  be  ex* 
pedient.  A^  the  present  law  is,  the  President  may 
detach  the  whole  thirty  thousand  from  the  militia 
of  Massachusetts.    But,  pass  this  law  and  he  can 
only  detach  the  quota  of  Massachusetts,  say  fif- 
teen thousand,  and  then  must  hunt  up  the  defi- 
ciency in  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont. 
Can  there  be  a  question  which  gives  the  most 
efficient  power,  the  existing,  or  the  proposed  acti 
Take  a  simple  view  of  the  case.    Suppose  a  man 
has  a  debt  to  pay  in  Massachusetts  within  a  lim- 
ited time,  to  make  which  payment  eighty  dollars 
is  sufficient.    Now,  which  is  the  most  eli^blesod 
efficient  power,  to  have  the  ability  of  taking  upon 
credit  the  whole  sum  at  once  in  Massachusetts  or 
to  be  obliged  to  take  it  up  in  seventeen  divisions, 
of  five,  ten,  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  each  of  the 
United  States  ?  In  common  life  no  question  coald 
arise  touching  the  superiority  of  the  former  over 
the  latter  power,  in  facility,  convenience,  or  effi- 
ciency.   And  I  can  see  none  in  political.    I  con- 
sider this  act  as  no  further  of  importance  than  as 
it  shows  the  temper  and  disposition  of  this  Hoose. 
The  people  are  anxiously  expecting  some  great 
exeruons  from  us.    While  we,  not  content  with 
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doing  nolhioff.  are  doiftg  wone  than  nochiBg;  We 
•re  maJciog  tne  small  portion  of  EzeeutiTe  power 
less.  Tile  aaffmeatation  of  the  eighty  thousand 
men  to  a  hundred  thousand  is  "  a  mere  tab  thrown 
to  the  whale,"  in  the  hope  that,  while  amased  by 
this,  the  real  character  of  the  new  prorieions  may 
escape  obsenration. 

Mr.  fiLMBft,  of  New  Jersey,  8t)oke  in  faror  of 
the  biiL 

Mr.  BiowELL,  of  Maasaehnsetts,  said  that  he  did 
not  conceive  thtsanbject  In  the  same  light  with  his 
eolleague,  as  a  dimination  of  the  efficient  power 
of  the  Executive.  He  thought  the  object  was  to 
have  the  militia  in  better  condition,  and  to  hare 
tbem  in  readiness  all  over  the  United  States.  And 
by  this  bill  a  certain  proportion  would  thus  be  pro- 
Tided  to  be  had  in  readiness. 

Mr.  Mastbbs,  of  New  York,  said  that,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass ;  as  he  thought  from  the  dis- 

I  position  he  had  seen  in  the  House  it  was  all  it  was 
ikelv  to  do.  He  wanted  exceedingly  to  be  able 
to  tell  his  constituents,  we  had  <bne  something. 
When  I  go  home,  and  they  ask  me,  ^  well,  have 
yon  made  prorhion  for  fortifying  our  harboni-9^  I 
shall  answer  with  great  comfort,  no,  **  but  we  haTe 
tnthorized  a  detachment  of  a  nundred  thousand 
militia."  Hare  yon  raised  any  troope  to  repel 
Bpaniah  aMtessionst  ^No}  out  we  have  au- 
thorized a  detachment  of  a  hundred  thousand 
militia."  Have  you  taken  any  measures  to 
avenge  our  impressed  fellow-citizens  t  '*No ;  but 
we  have  authorized  a  detachment  of  a  handred 
thousand  militia.^  Have  you  built  any  navy  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce  7  **  No ;  but  we 
have  authorized  a  detachment  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand militia."  I  hone,  as  we  are  likely  to  ret 
nothing  else,  we  shall  at  least  have  the  satiarac^ 
tion  ot  this  measure* 

Mr.  Dana. — I  had  not  particularly  attended  to 
the  present  bill  before  it  passed  to  the  third  read- 
ing, having  supposed  it  conformable  to  former 
acu  relative  to  similar  subjects.  On  examination, 
a  material  diversity  is  observable.  It  differs  from 
the  general  law,  with  respect  to  the  nay  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  of  the  militia 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
If  the  allowances  to  them  under  that  law  are  found 
on  calculation  to  besobstantially  equivalent  to  the 
emoluments  allowed  by  law  to  the  troops  on  the 
military  establishment,  as  has  been  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  my' left, 
(Mr.  Vabwum,)  I  ask  where  is  the  necessity  for 
varying  in  this  manner  from  the  former  law,  and 
thereby  giving  rise  to  questions  of  calculation  on 
the  subject  of  pay  and  emoluments?  But,  waiving 
this  consideration,  I  observe  a  difference  from  for- 
mer laws  in  two  other  sections  of  the  bill. 

The  fiflh  section  purports  to  authorize  the 
President  to  call  into  actual  service  any  portion  of 
the  proposed  detachment  when  he  shall  judge  the 
exigencies  of  the  United  States  require  it.  On 
eom  paring  this  with  the  provisions  of  the  Consti" 
tntion,  where  is  the  authority  for  living  to  the 
President  this  power  1  The  Constitution,  it  will 
be  found,  authorizes  Congress  *Uo  provide  for  call* 
'  ing  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 


'  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva* 
*  sions."  The  power  of  the  General  Qovernment 
to  call  the  militia  into  actual  service,  is  constitu- 
tionally restricted  to  the  three  cases  specifically 
mentioned.  Yet  the  bill  undertakes  to  give  the 
President  a  general  discretionary  power  of  com* 
mending  into  servioe  any  part  of  the  detachment, 
at  his  pleasure,  for  any  cause  whatever,  without 
anT  limitation. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  renders  the  de- 
tachment liable  to  be  holden  in  service  for  six 
months  after  they  arrive  at  the  plaoe  of  rendez- 
vous. Yet  the  established  law  relatira  to  the 
militia  does  not  require  them  *'  to  serve  more  than 
4hree  months  after  their  arrival  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  in  any  one  year."  Why  should  the 
proposed  detachment  be  suhiected  to  a  burden  so 
unequal  as  that  of  serving  m  the  field  for  twice 
the  neual  term )  Ought  they  to  be  thus  con^ 
pelled  to  perform  douwe  duty  1 

Bat,  my  main  objection  to  this  bill  is  the  effica- 
cy of  its  provisions.  If  any  measure  is  to  be  adopt> 
ed  for  maintaining  our  national  rights,  let  us  con- 
template a  solid,  eSectnal  defense.  The  present 
bill  holds  forth  the  idea  of  providing  a  miliury 
force.  But  the  President,  by  the  general  law  oif 
the  Union,  is  already  authorized  to  call  forth  the 
militia  in  the  cases  specified  by  the  Constitution. 
If  I  considered  this  bill  as  addmff  anything  to  ths 
efficiency  of  our  militia,  I  should  not  oppose  the 
general  provision.  I  have  no  disposition  to  dis- 
parage our  militia ;  but  I  deem  such  a  detach- 
ment as  that  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  sup- 
port of  our  claims  in  the  places  where  we  may 
expect  attacks,  if  attacked  at  all.  My  objection 
is  not  that  I  do  not  believe  our  militia  to  be  brave 
and  zealous  for  the  public  welfare.  Bravery  and 
zeal  alone  do  not  decide  the  conflicts  of  armies. 
Brave  as  the  militia  unquestionably  are,  they 
should,  for  operations  in  the  field,  be  well  eouifK 
ped  and  disciplined.  That  they  may  be  of  effecl- 
ual  service^  especially  at  a  distance  from  their 
homes,  equipment  and  discipline  are  essential.  If 
this  bill  added  anything  to  the  equipment  of  the 
militia,  or  to  their  discipline,  or  to  the  mutual  con- 
fidence of  the  officers  and  men,  if  in  any  point  of 
military  importance  it  aided  or  promised  to  aid 
them,  1  would  five  to  the  general  principle  my 
support.  But  I  have  not  Imcu  able  to  discover 
that  the  bill  makes  any  such  addition,  or  gives  one 
essential  aid  to  the  existing  militia  system.  If  this 
be  all  the  plan  of  defence  proposed  to  be  adopted, 
I  am  free  to  declare  I  do  not  consider  it  as  effect* 
ively  anything.  Is  there  an  officer,  accustomed  to 
service,  who  will  say  that  it  is?  Is  there  one 
military  man  who  will  assert  that,  when  the  pro- 
ject of  thus  detaching  militia  was  tried  formerly, 
any  practical  advantage  resulted  from  it?  If  he 
should  assert  this  with  respect  to  his  part  of  the 
country,  the  case  appears  to  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent 10  other  parts.  My  ooUeegue  (Mr.  Tallt 
haoob)  has  mentioned  the  effect  of  makiog[  such 
a  detachment  in  Connecticut.  Its  operation  in 
another  State  has  been  mentioned  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Cbittenobn.)  The 
effect  was  injurioua  rather  than  beneficiaL    If  I 
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coosidefed  this  as  «n  affiiir  of  merr  paper,  I  flkould 
Iwre  less  cauae  for  objeetios.  It  vould  be  then 
bat  a  Quliity.  At  present,  l  deem  it  wone  than 
a  ,n«llit]r.  it  is,  therefore,  treated  faTorably 
when  it  is  spoken  of  as  being  tnerelf  nseless 
paper. 

In  refleeting  on  tiie  state  of  oar  pfidilie  aflbiin, 
wUI  aaygentlemMi  seriously  say  that  the  proposed 
detachment  can  be  effectively  serrieeafaie  st  tbe 
poims  whae  hostilie  enterprises  will  prcteUjr  be 
Attempted,  if  anywhere  9  The  gentleman  iresa 
Bdaosacbosetts,  who,  as  ehainnan  of  the  seteet 
eommittee,  presented  this  bill  (Mr.  VaaffUM)  has 
Vfcken  of  ttie  mavitine  iajnrieseommitsed  by  the 
British^  and  has  referred  to  the  eaposed  state  cf 
onr  ports  and  seaboani.  Will  that  gentiemain  ear 
that  this  is  the  speetes  of  defence  by  wlAeh  aoea 
injnries  are  to  be  repelled  ?  Afe  onr  militia  to  be 
marched  to  the  Atlantic  border  of  the  Union,  and 
there  be  ordered,  withont  fortificattoiis,to  proceet 
the  commerce  and  poets  and  coast  against  the 
predatory  acttrity  of  every  maritime  force  under 
any  belligerent  flag  ?  We  do  .not  serioBsly  pro- 
pose tbos>  lo  parade  our  militia  with  their  mttscetk 
along  the  extent  of  our  ehoies,  in  opposition  to 
hostile  ships  of  war. 

If  anywhere  the  military  force  of  the  Union  is 
to  be  emciently  employed  formaintaiaing  letrito* 
-rial  claims,  it  is  on  our  Soathem  fiontier,  or  ite 
Ticiaity,  that  we  shoiMd  fix*  onr  attention.  And 
there,  how  is  the  proposed  detaohmcnt  to  be  rmir 
iered  effecttre  ?  In  case  of  hostility  in  that  qoar- 
ter,  it  mast  be  either  oa  the  island  of  New  Or- 
leans, or  in  relatacta  to  the  Floridas,  or  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  on  some  part  of  the  territory  •claim- 
ad  as  Looisiaaa.  In  no  other  plaee  is  there  at 
present  any  probability  of  our  hariag  a  hostile 
oollision  on  land,  fiat  is  there  a  man  in  this 
House  who  will  sa]r  that  there  is  any  Gonstito- 
ttonai  power  rested  m  the  President  to  mattth  the 
militia  iieyond  the  limits  of  die  United  States  as 
fixed  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1788  ?  Who  will 
ndventare  to  aflELrm,  that  oar  militia  ^cao,  nadcr 
the  present  Constitution,  be  eompcUed  to  march 
10  New  Orleans,  or  below  the  thirty->first  degree 
tk  iatitode  ?  Is  it  intended  to  march  them  out  of 
the  United  States  to  repel  any  territorial  aggres- 
sions of  the  Spaniards,  to  drive  them  from  the 
Mississippi  eastward  bevond  the  Perdido,  ot  back 
to  the  BLio  Bravo,  on  the  west  1  No  gentleman, 
in  debate,  has  pretended,  none,  I  trust,  will  pre-, 
tend,  that  there  exists  constituttonally  suoh  power 
tirer  the  militia. 

Thus  it  appeafs  that,  with  respect  to  effective 
operations,  tne  militia,  proposed  to  be  detached, 
can  be  of  no  service  in  any  of  the  places  where 
there  is  any  probability  of  our  wantinga  military 
force.  They  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
points  where  the  force  may  m  requisite. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  ehamcter  of  the  proaent 
bill  as  a  measure  of  defence  ?  This  is  tho  mystery 
of  the  affair.  It  seems  like  something.  In  real- 
ity it  is  nothing.  Let  us  not  compliment  our  own 
sagacity  at  the  expense  of  that  or  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  This  bill  ought  not  to 
mialead  any  person;    It  is  not  adapted  to  give  to 


the  country  amy  addittosri  secattty.  If  itwem 
sneh  as  to  eriace  a  fixed  attention  to  arrange  a 
system-  of  effieacioas  measures  for  assuring  the 
protection  <if  onr  national  rights,  if  it  wen  sach  at 
to  excite  any  sentimeat  of  awe,  or  to  command 
respect  from  any  foreign  Powsr.  if  it  were  fitted 
to  inspire  a  confidence  of  seooricy  in  one  man, 
woman,  or  child,  withia  the  United  States,  any 
of  these  considerations  might  afford  a  reason  M 
giving  it  my  vote.  Bot  to  arrange  in  legislative 
foroi^  merdy  a  opllectioo  of  words,  without  aaty 
possible  efficiency  or  nee,  and  pass  them  lor  a 
measare  ef  defence  through  this  House,  is  a  pra- 
cedure  of  kborioos  aihilitv,  in  wfaicli  I  nm  net 
willing  to  co-operate,  under  the  present  serioas 
aspect  of  our  public  a&irs. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  79  rising  in  dieaffim- 
alivB. 


TirasoAY,  January  26. 

A  petitioB  of  the  Presidents  of  the  iaoorpoiated 
Marine  Insurance  Companies,  in  the  eity  of  New 
York,  on  behalf  of  the  said  compaoios,  was  pre- 
sent and  read,  pnying  that  provistao  may  ha 
««Bde  by  law  for  granting  ragislars  to  inoorpoia^ 
ed  Insarance  Companies  for  such  vnesela  of  tin 
United  States  as  may  become  their  property,  withh 
out  requiring  tlie  oath  now  preacribed  lo  betaken, 
so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  soeh 
Tessels,  with  all  the  privileges  that  bdoai^  to 
them  at  the  tiaie  of  their  saizare  and  detention.*— 
Referred  lo  the  Commitine  6f  Commerce  and 
Manufactares. 

The  Spsaxan  laid  before  the  House  a  ktier 
from  the  Sacreiary  of  the  Nwy^  enclosing  an  ea- 
timete  of  the  aannal  expease  of  supporting,  ia 
actual  service,  the  whole  of  tho  Irigaies  and  sm^ 
ier  vewels  now  bekngiagto  fiieNavy  of  the  Unit* 
4d  States,  in  parsnaaee^a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  twanty-^onrth  instant ;  which  was  read, 
and  cemmitied  to  a  Oomaullceof  the  whole  Koaac 
oa  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr*  AftBToa^  feom  the  conttiitlee  anpointed  oa 
the  sixteenth  UMtani,  presented  a  bill  dedacina 
the  assent  of  Con|fress  to  an  act  of  the  Gleneml 
Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  North  Caroliaa ;  wbich 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commitiie 
of  the  Whole  to*morrow* 
On  motion,  it  was 

Benhed^  That  the  eommittee  appointed  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December  laat,  to  iaquiie  whe- 
ther aay.  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  neoes- 
sarv  in  tne  laws  respeeting  oompensatioa  to  grtad 
aaa  other  jurors^sumaloaed  to  serve  in  the  eonrts 
of  the  United  Stales,  be  instmcted  to  inquire 
whether' anyi,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  ne- 
cessary ift  the  laws  providing  compensation  to 
marshal^;  aad  that  they  have  leave  to  report  hf 
bill  or  otherwise.  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SaiLn,  the  select  eomnutiee 
to  whoa  was  referred  so  much  of  th,e  Message  of 
the  Presideat  of  the  United  States,  of  the  17th 
iostaat,  as  i^ates  to  the  idipresament  of  our  sea* 
maa,  was  discharged  from  its  further  coastdera- 
tmnt  and  the  8ufa|}eet  lafesred  to  a  Oommittoe  of 
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the  Wbtle  on  tte  Bttite  of  the  Unioiiy  without  a 
difisioow 

Oo  motioo  of  Mr.  Thomas^  ihe  Committee  of 
Wiy9  eed  Meeiiflr  were  tiiaoharged  from  the  cod- 
uderaiioe  of  so  mech  of  the  Menage  of  ihe  Presi- 
deot  ea  relales  to  denredatioas  committed  on  oat 
Colonial  tiudc^  and  tae  subject  refenedto  a  Com* 
Aittee  of  the  whole  Honee  oa  the.  state  of  the 
Union,  without  a  diWstoo. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGFE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  a  select  committee,  in  favor  of 
iQthorizing  a  bridge  to  be  erected  over  the  rirer 
Potomac,  at  the  Citv  ofWashington. 

Mr.  Elt  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report,  and  Messrs. 
Elliot,  Findley,  and  NELaow  against  it ;  when 
the  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  ait 
again. 

Mr.  Smiue  renewed  his  motion  for  discharging 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  that  paH  o£  the  Message  of 
the  President  that  relates  to  the  invasion  of  neur 
tral  rights. 

Mr.  duiNCY  aadiMt.  J.  C  Siirni  opposed  the 
motion,  and  Mr.  Jackson  enlbrced  it.  The  two 
first  gentlemen  having  recommended  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  motion  until  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wavs  and  Means  (Mr.  J.  Randolph) 
should  be  in  his  place,  Mr.  Jackson  concluded 
his  remarks  by  moving  an  adjournment,  that  the 
eoDsideration  of  the  motion  might  be  the  next  day 
entered  upon  as  unfinished  business,  and  an  op- 
portunity The  j|;iven  by  the  delay  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  be  in  his  place. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  prevailed — yeas  69.. 

WaoiOBeiiaY,  January  S9 

A  paessag^e  was  received  from  the  Senate  fn* 
forming  the  House  that  the  Senate  hare  passs^ 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  empower  George  Rapp 
md  his  asaociates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to 
purchase  eettain  mods;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

AMessag^e  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  on  the  depredations  commit- 
ted on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

N&UTRAL  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  <^AOK80«  called  for  coniiderationr  of  theonK 
fiaished.  basin  ess  of  yesterday,  viz:  the  BBOtioo  e€ 
Mr.  Smilis  todiaohmve  the  Committee  of  Ways 
>Bd  Meaan  from  the  MNrther  consideration  of  ao 
mnch  of  the  President's  Meaaagt  as  relates  to  the 
invaskm  of  neutral  rights  by  some  of  the  beltigiar- 
est  Powers.  On  taking  up  this  businesa  ^e 
House  dirided — ^yeas  37v  earned. 

The  motion  henng  been  submitted  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Dawbon  opposed  it.  He  said  the 
wish  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  htipg^ 
this  subject  under  the  view  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union:  might  at 
lay  time  hegimiified  by  going  into  thatoemmirite  I 


and  movtofp  any  reM>littioo  he  might  see  fit;  as  the 
hlessaffs  mMvnOy  was  referred  to  the  Conmittee 
of  the  Wrae  en  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  be* 
lieved,  however,  thai  the  floor  of  the  House  was 
not  the  proper  plaee  to  make  declarations  of  what 
is  the  law  of  nations.  He  bettrved  that  a  volume 
of  such  dcolaratione  would  Wtif  no  arail;  it  waa 
their  duty  fo  aet  and  not  to  dechu>e  en  saeh  sob* 
jeeta;  aiM  whenever  the  gentleman  from  Pean« 
syh^nin  or  any  other  gentienian^  wonld  bring  for- 
ward, measures  alonlirtedlo  prevent  an  infraction 
aiono  neutral  righta,  they  shoi^d  reeetve  his  eniH 
peat.  At  present  he  omat  be  against  adopting  tie 
reiolmwu. 

Mr.  Smilhi  said,  he  did  not  expect  any  oppos>« 
tiouim  ihe  motion  he  had  made.  If  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  hieaw  shoald  bo  disehargedl 
ftou  the  hoainesi^  it  would  eonse^fnently  come 
bohfm  the  Committee  of  the'  Whoie  on  the  stnlo 
of  the  Union  withoni  any  motion,  as  the  Message 
vraa  generally  before  that  eommittee. 

In  reply  to  the  remarh  that  this  motion  would 
be  tMatJng  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
with  disrdfeipcct,  Mv.  Smilw  said,  ae  thought  the 
gronad  on  which  be  had  piaeed  the  business  would 
have  removed  every  idea  of  the  kind.    He  did 
not  say  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and  Meams  weve 
not  aa  compet«u  to  the  busmess  aa  any  athec 
select  or  standjni^  eommittee;  but  he  had  declared 
from  the  hegiinuog  that  in  hta  opinion,  in  point 
of  pnneiple)  the  Mfcreaee  enght  to  have  been, 
mnde  to  the  Committee  ol  the  Whole.    This  ia 
the  ninths  week  of  the  scasioa,  and  gentlemen. 
nhaajin  nn  with  hnviog  done  nothing.    Do  not 
geniferaen  seor  firem  the-  state  of  the  Committee 
oi  Ways  and  Mnms^  that  thia  ceniae  has  beeome 
aheofofeiy  neeeasary)    Shall  a  businesa  of  the 
fimc  iaapoitnneethal  ean  oeenr  during  ihe  sesaieny 
be  uMleeied  on  thin  aeeannt  1    Not  only  the  eyes 
of  allAmerica,  but  likewiee  of  all  Barope,  are 
leaking  with  anxiely  on  the  atepe  which  we  ahnii' 
take  m  thia  bnameasi  for  all  the  maritime  Pow^ 
era  of  Borepe  are  inieiested  in  thia  gve^  qnestaon 
relntive  n>  neutral  rightr.    Are  we,  then,  in  cen« 
sequence  of  the.  deranged  situation  of  a  seliset 
committee^  to  remain  with  our  hands  tied  up  9 
For  myself  I  do  think,  that  the  interests  of  onr 
country  odi  upon  ua  to^  take  immediate  stepa.    I 
repeat  it.  thai  on  a  simihir  oceaaion  with  this,  m 
similar  course  was  pnnand.    Oeatkmen  will  re*' 
memhoTy  that  in  the  third  Congress,  when  we  be* 
foresoffiiMdfram  themiscenduct  of  Great  Brxtain. 
certain  reaalotions  which  became  the  subject  oa 
diseasaon  <Ariginated  m  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House..  What,  indeed,  are  we  to  expect  from  the. 
Committee  of  Ways,  and  Means?    Are  they  in 
poesesaion  of  the  general  sense  of  the  Houeeon 
tbie  sobject,  as  a  guide  in  making  their  report? 
This  is  not  the  case,  as  we  have  had  no  discussion 
of  the  subject ;  and  until  it  shall  be  brought  under 
a  view  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  ia 
impossible  to  teU  in. what  the  opinions  of  mem^ 
bers  will  centre. 

Mr.  JaoK80ir.-^I  have  but  a  siojSfle  observation 
to  make  in  addition  to  those  which  have  fallen 
from  the  gentl«naa  ftom  Pennayivania.^   So  far 
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as  reUtes  to  mysdf,  it  is  not  ray  object  lo  discuts 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  abstract  questions 
of  the  law  of  nations,  bat  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  effectual  resistance  and  punishment  of  the  in« 
fraction  of  those  laws,  as  far  as  we  can.  If,  ac* 
cording  to  the  oourail  {wioted  out  by  my  colleai|nft, 
any  resolution  shouM  be  submitted  on  this  subject 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  will  be  objected 
that  the  subject  is  before  a  standing  committee, 
and  it  will  be  said  to  be  disrespectful  to  act  on  it 
vntil  they  shall  hare  reported.  If  mv  colleague, 
therefore,  be  of  opinion,  that  we  slrould  adopt  any 
efficient  and  prompt  measures,*  the  better  and 
speedier  way  will  be  for  him  to  join  in  the  mo- 
tion. I  hope  the  motion  will  preTaiL  In  the 
name  of  heaven,  if  we  are  not  disposed  to  do 
anything,  let  us  tell  the  people  so. 

Mr.  CaowxiiraHiBLn. — From  the  beginning  I  was 
opposed  to  referring  this  subject  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.    I  saw  no  reason  for  its 

Sling  to  a  standing  committee.  Without  mean* 
ff  to  cast  any  censure  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
We  hare  been  in  session  serea  or  eight  weeks — 
the  refereaoe  was  made  as  early  as  the  6th  of 
December,  and  we  have  yet  no  report.  The  ques- 
tion is  perhaps  as  interesting  a  one  as  has  been 
presented  since  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Qovernment  What  is  our  situation  ?  Our  ships 
are  plundered  in  every  sea,  our  seamea  are  im* 
pressed,  three  thousand  of  them  are  in  the  service  of 
one  nation.  We  are  a  neutral  nation,  and  it  is 
not  proper  that  any  belligerent  nation  should  em* 
ploy  them  in  this  manner*  Like  the,  gentleman 
tirom  Virginia,  I  am  readv  to  act,  I  want  no  report 
to  guide  my  decision.  I  am  prepared— not  for 
wax  measures,  but  for  a  non-intercourse  act  with 
Qreat  Britain.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  inter-* 
course  with  Qreat  Britain  until  she  shall  give 
baok  the  ships  she  has  stolen  from  u^'  and  the 
aeamen  she  forcibly  detains.  I  shall  not  be  moi« 
ready  to  uke  this  step  aAer  a  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  than  I  am  now. 
The  simple  question  is,  whether  wt  shall  abandon 
trade  altogether,  or  resist  the  unjust  aggressions 
made  upon  it  ?  But  jt  was  not  my  object  m  rising, 
to  go  any  length  into  the  subject;  1  only  rose  to 
express  my  opinion  in  favor  of  the  course  pointed 
out  bv  the  motion.  The  Committee  or^  Ways 
and  Means  is  deniu^,  disoi|ganized ;  two  mem- 
bers are  absent,  and  the  Chairman  unfortunately 
is  sick.  We  have  no  expectation  of  a  report ;  it 
may  not  come  till  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Grego. — I  rise  to  express  a  similar  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down. 

.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion  u>r  the  reasons  which 
he  has  assigned  and  for  another  reason ;  for  the 
sake  of  consistency.  Though  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it 
is  likewise  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  memorials  from 
the  merchanu  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
have  taken  this  latter  course.  This  brings  the 
subject  before  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole.  We 
are  under  the  same  obligation  to  take  up  the  bnsi- 
neas  of  our  constituents  as  the  Message;  and  as 


the  business  is  of  the  greatest  importanee  I  hope 
the  whole  subject  will  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  W  hole. 

Mr.  BiDwiLL.— The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania has  anticipated  me  in  an  idea  which  I  meant 
to  have  expressed.  As  the  principal  document  on 
this  subject  is  the  Message  of  the  President,  I 
think  it  proper  that  that  should  be  placed  with 
the  same  committee  charged  with  the  memorials 
of  merchants  from  different  towns.  Another  rea- 
son may  be  mentioned  in  favor  of  this  coarse  of 
procedure.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session 
there  was  a  strong  reason  for  referring  the  subject 
to  a  special  committee.  It  was  a  principal  object 
at  that  time  to  inquire  into  the  extent  and  degree 
of  the  injuries  received  from  belligerent  nations; 
as  since  that  time  we  have  received  full  ioforma- 
tion  on  those  points  from  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, that  reason  is  done  away,  and  there  is  no 
necessity  for  any  investigation  by  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  68. 

KON-4FrrEROOUB8E. 

Mr.  Grbqo  said,  that  he  considered  the  insults 
offered  to  our  Government,  and  the  injuries  done 
to  our  citizens  by  some  of  the  belligerent  nations, 
to  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  demand  the  inter- 
position of  Gbvernment  to  obtain  redress.    It  ap- 
peared from  the  memorials  and  reqionstrances  of 
the  merchants  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
other  of  our  seaport  towns,  now  on  our  table,  as 
well  as  from  Executive  communications,  that 
vessels  the  bona  JIde  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  seized  by  their  cruisers, 
and  they  and  their  cargoes  condemned,  contrary 
to  our  nghu  as  a  neutral  nation,  and  to  what  has 
lonf  been  considered  as  the  law  of  nations  on  tbis 
subject.    Great  numbers  of  our  fellow-citizens 
have  been  impressed,  and  not  withstanding  our 
repeated  remonstrances,  they  are  cruelly  retained 
in  bondage,  and  compelled  to  act  in  a  service, 
perhaps  very  abhorrent  from  their  feelings^  far 
from  their  country  and  their  friends.    To  Uiese 
insults  and  injuries,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  can  no  lon^r 
submit  unless  we  are  willing  to  surrender  that  in- 
depenaence  which  has  been,  and  I  trust  always 
will  be  our  pride  and  our  boast.    So  great  are 
these  injuries  and  aggressions,  and  so  unremit- 
tinglv  are  they  persevered  in,  that  I  do  not  know 
but  that  they  might  be  considered  as  a  sufficient 
cause,  on  which  to  ground  a  declacmtion  of  war. 
That,  however,  is  not  my  <^ject.    I  deprecate 
war,  and  will  not  agree  to  resort  to  it,  until  other 
means,  which  we  have  in  our  power,  are  tried  ia 
vain.    We  do,  I  think,  possess  means,  which,  if 
properly  used,  cannot  fail  of  accomplishing  the 
object.    To  these  I  hope  we  will  now  resort,  aod 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  into  view,  I  will 
submit  a  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  reserving  any  further  obeervations  on  the 
subjectj  until  the  resolution  shall  be  taken  op  in* 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
to  which  I  intend  moving  its^reference. 

Mr.GBJDQOtheaofferod  the  following  reaolution: 
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WherMf  Gratt  Britain  impreweg  cittzenf  of  tlie 
United  StatM,  mnd  compels  them  to  tenra  on  board  her 
chipt  of  war,  and  also  seiiea  and  condemna  Teaaeb  be- 
loo^g  to  citiaena  of  tb«  United  States,  and  their  car^ 
goes,  being  the  bona  fide  property  of  American  citixena, 
Botcontn^nd  of  war,  and  not- proceeding  to  places 
beiieged  or  blockaded,  under  the  pretext  of  their  being 
engaged  in  time  of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemiea 
which  waa  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace: 

And  whereas  the  GoTomment  of  the  United  Statea 
has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  British  Government 
igainat  these  injuries,  and  demanded  aatiafaction  there- 
for, but  without  eflect; 

Thefelore»  SeBohed,  That  until  equitable  and  aatiB- 
frctory  arrangementa  on  theae  pointa  ahall  be  made 
between  tiie  two  Gofeimnenta»  it  is  expedient  that 
from  and  after  the  — -—  day  of—  no  gooda,  warea* 
or  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  product,  or  manuftctmre 
of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies thereof,  ought  to  be  imported  mto  the  United  States. 
Provided,  however,  that  whenever  arrangements  deem- 
ed satisiactory  hj  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
shall  take  place,  it  shaH  be  lavriul  lor  him  by  proclama- 
tion to  fix  a  day  on  which  the  pmhibition  anraMod  ahall 
eeise. 

The  Hooae  haring  agreed  to  consider  this  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania,  and  should 

Eve  it  his  decided  support.  It  would  however 
Lve  suited  him  better,  had  it  ffone  still  further, 
and  interdicted  all  commercial  intercourse  with 
that  nation,  until  a^e  should  cease  to  commit  dep- 
redations on  our  commerce,  impress  our  pitizens 
OD  the  high  seas  into  her  service,  and  abandon- the 
new  principles  which  she  had  lately  interpolated 
in  the  maritime  code,  and  which  he  considered  a* 
unjust  as  they  were  unauthorized  by  the  acknow* 
ledged  law  of  nations. 

Bat  as  unanimity  in  the  Legislature  of  the  na- 
tion wis  desirable  at  all  timea,  and  particularly  so 
00  great  national  questions,  he  waa  disposed^  in  or- 
der to  produce  that  result  on  the  present  occaaiou, 
to  yield  a  part  of  his  own  opinion  to  meet  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen. 

The  presettC  was  an  important  question  and  he 
Hoped  the  honorable  mover  would  consent  that  it 
ihoold  lie  a  day  or  two  for  consideration,  and  mov- 
ed that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Gregg  said  his  wish  was  to  refer  the  reso- 
lotion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union;  and  made  a  motion  to  that  effect 
which  was  agreed  to  without  a  divioon,  and  the 
resolution  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TaoMPsoNt  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committe  of  the  Whole — on 
the  report  of  a  select  committee  in  favor  of  autho- 
riziog  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac. 

Messrs.  Thompson.  Clark  and  Elmer,  advo- 
cated; and  Messrs.  Early,  Sloan,  and  Finulbt 
opposed  the  report;  when  the  Committee  rose, 
without  coming  to  a  decision,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbursdat,  January  90. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  empower  Georcre  Rapp  and  his  associates,  of 
the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain 
lands,**  was  read  twice  ana  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Stanpord,  from  the  coraihittee  appointed 
on  the  twentjr-third  instant,  presented  a  bill  for 
altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court  ia 
the  district  of  North  Carolina ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  the  inhabicants  of  the  town  of 
Salem,  in  the  State  of  Maasachusetts,  signed  by  a 
committee,  in  behalf  of  the  aatd  inhabitanta,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth 
that  they  have  beheld,  with  the  deepest  regret  and 
anxiety,  the  aggressions  committea  on  the  com* 
merce  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consequent 
violation  of  neutral  rights,  under  the  new  assum* 
ed  principles  and  adjudicationa  of  the  roarttima 
courts  of  Great  BHt^iu ;  that  thejr  view  with  equal 
abhorrence  the  impreaament  or  our  aeamen,  tha 
violation  of  our  jurisdiction  hy  captures  at  the 
moutha  of  our  harbora,  and  the  insulting  treai* 
meat  of  our  ahips  on  the  ocean,  by  the  same  na* 
tion,  not  less  hostile  than  the  conduct  of  other 
nations,  by  piratical  depredations,  and  the  law* 
less  oluaderines  of  privateers  on  our  coasts;  that, 
while  they  ask  for  no  meaaure  but  what  justice 
approves  and  reason  enforces— claiming  merelj 
to  pnraue  a  fair  commerce,  with  ita  ordinary  pri- 
vileges-swishing for  peace,  for  honorable  peace, 
and  to  support  the  independence  of  their  country 
by  the  acquisitions  of  lawful  industry,  they  pledga 
their  lives  and  properties  in  supfiort  of  the  meat* 
urea  which  may  be  adopted  to  vindicate  the  pub* 
lio  rights  and  redresa  the  public  wronga. — Refer* 
red  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SpsAKaa  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  theSecretary  of  the  Navy  addreaaed 
to  the  House. 

Brm :  In  obedience  to  the  rssolntion  of  the  House  of 
Rsptcsentativcs  of  the  S7th  instant  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  ^e  Na^  '^  to  lay  before  the  Hooss  a  report  on 
the  condition  of  tha  frigates,  and  other  public  armed 
▼easels,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  distinguishing 
the  frigiMkes  fit  for  actual  service ;  distingnishing  su^ 
as  require  rspsir,  and  the  snm  neoeasaxy  for  repairing 
eaeh ;  and  dbtingniaiung  also  such  as  it  may  be  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  dispose  of  raUier  than 
repair/*  I  have  the  honor  to  state — 

That  the  frigate  Constitution  is  now  in  a  state  of  thor- 
ough repair,  and  in  all  respects  prepared  for  senrioe. 

That  the  frigate  Chesapeake  has  lately  been  repaired 
and  is  fit  for  service. 

That  the  frigates  Adams,  Essex,  and  John  Adams, 
are  also  fit  for  serrioe. 

That  the  brigs  Syren,  Hornet,  Argus,  and  Yixen,  the 
schooners  Nantilas  and  Enterprise,  the  bombs  Spitfire 
and  Vengeance,  and  aU  the  gunboats  are  fit  for  service. 

That  the  frigates  President,  United  States,  Congresst 
Constellation,  New  York,  and  Boston,  require  to  be  re* 
paired ;  but  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  form  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  "  sum  neoessaiy  for  repairing  each.** 

I  know  of  no  vessel  belonging  to  the  navy,  which  I 
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consider  it  woald  be  « th«  interest  of  tb«  United  States 
to  dispose  o^  rather  than  repair.'^ 

On  the  motionr  of  Mr,  J.  Randolpb,  the  first  and 
tkird  sections  of  the  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
act  as  authorizes  tiie  evidences  ofthe  public  debt 
to  be  received  in  payment  for  poblio  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

The  discussion  which  ensued  on  the  detaib  of 
tbis  bill  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  the  residue 
of  the  day. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill,  with 
anndry  amendmeatS)  it  was  ordered,  to  a  third 
leading  to-morrow. 

JMEUTRAL  BIGHTa 

Mr.  J.  Rahdoli^h  said  it  would  be  ree^leeted 
time,  r^vf  early  io  the  session,  so  moeh  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  tne  Presideiit  of  the  United  States  aa  re- 
latesto  the  invasion  of  aeutral  rights  by  betUgerent 
Powers,  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  wooid  also  be  reeolleot^ 
that  another  Me»age  on  the  same  subject,  or  on 
one  eoanecied  with  it,  bad  beea  referred  to  the 
same  Committee  of  Ways  aad  Means*  I  ^oder- 
aOiiid}  said  Mr.  R.  (for  my  indisposition  has  not 

Sermitted  me  for  some  days  past  to  attend  to  the 
oties  of  my  seat)  tbat  a  motion  has  prevailed  to 
dkohar ge  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaos  from 
the  con^tderacioa  of  that  subject.  Inasmuch  as 
tbia  discharge  aaay  have  bee*  efleeied  aader  an 
impression  that  the  eemmittee  have  been  delio- 
guent  io  executing  the  d«ry  devolved  upon  them, 
I  feel  it  my  dutj  before  I  surrender  the  papeis  con- 
nected witlv-this  subject,  to  ^[ive  some  aceoofnv  of 
tketnmceediogs  of  the  eommittee.  On  the  eleven  A 
of  Deeember  the  ecNOftTnittee  ioscraeted  their  Ghair- 
raaa  to  wrf  te  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
winch  I  will  read.  Mr.  R.  here  read  the  tetter  an 
fUiows: 

CoMifTBa  Reoikt  Dec  11, 1806. 

Ssb:  TInr  €iomBattcs  of  Ways  and  Means  have  in- 
akiialad  me  te  lequsat  yon  wiUicaiiae  to  be  kid  bslbra. 
them  such  infimnalion,  on  the  satjeet  of  tba  anekissd. 
msolutioa,  aa  the  Department  of  State,  caa  fomislu 

.  Hiepeculiar  oJjjeets  of  our  rsseanch  are — 

1.  What  new  prineiples,  or  conatractuwa*  «f  the  law 
of  nations  have  been  adopted  by  the  belligerant  Powers 
of  Earope,  to  the  prejudice  of  neutrai  xii^ta  \ 

2.  The  Govemmeut  asserting  those  prisciplss  and 
oonstructions  1 

9.  The  extent  to  which  the  copunerce  of  the  United 
States  has  been  thereby  injured  ? 
I  am,  with  very  great  respect*  sir,  yours, 

JOHNBANDQXPH. 
The  SacaxTAar  or  Stats. 

On  Saturday  night  the  2dth  inslant,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wavs  and  Means  received  an  answer  to 
this  letter,  wbioh  I  wiU  deliver  to-  the  Clerk,  in 
order  that  it  may  go  to  the  new  eommittee,  to^ 
which  this  business  has  been  teferred.  It  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  add  anything  more.  The 
House  must  be  sensible  that  while  the  Cdmmittee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  in  the  dark  they  could 
not  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
them,  and  tbat  after  receiving  information  From 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  so  late  in  the  day,  it  was 


impossible  for  them  to  have  made  a  report  by  this 
day ;  and  if  I  am  aoi  mistaken,  the  motioA  to  dis* 
chaige  the.C4Mnnittee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
made  before  tbe  answer  oi  the  Seorelary  of  State 
was  received. 

The  Clerk aceordiiwlyread  the  letferef  the Seo* 
retary  of  Slate,  aa  folio wat 

DapAaTMSST  or  Stats,  Jim.  3S,  18Mb 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  respects  to  Mr. 
flandol^,  and  has  tfie  honor  to  transaiC  hte  a  eofiy 
of  a  leport  thk  day  made  to  the  President  of  the  ITaiM 
States,  Tespeetittg  maMpoiations'  by  lofeigii  ^swtn,  Sf 
new  and  ii^orious  piinctple%  in  tbe  law  ef  natioiHL 
This  report,  with,  the  ODnmoaicalioBe  made  h^  Ihs  Pi«- 
.  sident  taOiMigTeM^  partisotorly  that  ef  the  inbiaataa^ 
will*  it  is  hofMd,  afihrd  the  ialermatioB  le^nstad,  ftr 
the  Committeeof  Weyaand  Meane^by  Mb.  liaisdolpb'a 
Istasr  of  the  1 1th- idtiflM. 

When,  00  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RawvoLPv,  the  pa- 
pers laid  by  him  on  the  table  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  thestate  of  the  Union. 


PiiffDar,  HAmtLtf  91. 

Another  member,  to  wit;  William  Black* 
LSDOB,  from  Neffth  Carolinai  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials^  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  first  and  third  secfionfs  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  authorize  tbe  receipt  of  the  evidenees  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  parposee  rebtive  to 
the  poMie  debt,  were  brought  up  engrossed.  The 
said  engrossed  sectioin.  together  with  the  bill, 
vrere  then  read'  the  thirn  time,  and  passed. 

Sieveral  petitions  of  sundry  iohanitants  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  residing  on  and  near  the  river 
Pdtoaiae,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
were  presented  to  the  House  attd  read,  praying' 
liiat  Congress  auiy  reject  evesy  appkioauoo  for 
leave  to  build  a  bridge  acrom  tlw  said  fiver.*- 
LAid  on  the- table. 

Mr.  LsiB,  from  tlie  oommittee  le  whom  w«a 
refistred  the  resolutien  reapeotiagcompeoagtioa  aa 
certain  officers  of  the  House  madra  report  there- 
on of  an  aoMttdstory  resolution  \  which  vsas  read, 
and  cmmniited  tO'  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  to- 
day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iniarmedtlia  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Library  i"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  **Ao  act 
to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of  aa  act,  eo- 
titled  *An  act  to  authorize  a  great  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  nientioaed  p  to  wiiich  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  Honae* 

BRIB6C  ACROSS  THB  POTOMAC. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  to  discharge  tbe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  fVom  the  further  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  a  select  committee  in  favor  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  Leib  said  bis  reason  for  this  motion  was 
to  disengage  the  House  from  the  tedious  discus- 
sion of  a  local  and  comparatively  unimportant 
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question,  that  the  House  might  immediately  take 
up  business  of  pressing  and  national  importance, 
called  for  by  the  great  mterests  and  anxiety  of  the 
people,  and  the  interesting  crisis  of  affairs.   ■ 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  motion.  He  considered 
the  subject  as  or  considerable  importance  even  in 
a  national  point  of  riev;  and  he  trusted  that,  as 
so  much  time  had  been  already  consumed,  and 
the  stage  of  the  discussion  promised  so  near  a  ter- 
mination, the  House  would  not  postpone  a  de- 
cision of  the  question. 

Mr.  Van  Cortlandt  advocated  the  motion*,  on 
similar  grounds  with  those  urged  by  Mr^  Lbib, 
and  particularly  under  the  impression  that  the 
state  of  public  affairs  loudly  called  for  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — yeas  47,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Van  Cortlandt.  with  the  view  of  main- 
taininfir  order,  and  expeaiting  the  public  business, 
offered  certain  resolutions  amendatory  of  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

The.  first  of  these  amendments  prohibited  a 
member  from  reading  in  the  House  any  book  or 
printed  paper,  or  writing  any  letters ;  the  second 
prohibits  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  from  keeping  or 
stating  the  accounts  of  the  members,  or  giving 
receipts  in  the  House,  and  prohibits  the  Doorkeep- 
ers from  coming  on  the  floor  to  call  out  members. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grego  said  he  had  had  the  honor  two  days 
since  of  laying  on  the  table  a  resolution  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  British  goods  until  ar- 
rangements should  be  entered  into  to  render  the 
continuance  of  this  prohibition  unnecessary.  Mr. 
O.  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  proper  at 
the  same  time  to  adopt  a  permanent  system  of 
commercial  regulations  calculated  to  meet  the 
measures  of  foreign  Powers.  To  throw  light  on 
this  subject,  Mr.  Qrego  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  foreign  Powers, 
made  in  the  year  1791,  should  be  printed.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Holland  moved 'to  postpone  till  the  first 
Monday  of  March  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  Potomac  bridge.  Motion  lost — yeas  45^ 
Mys  74. 

BRIDGE  ACltOSS  THE  POTOMAC. 

The  House  then  agaia  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  re«oliition  in 
favor  of  authorising  th«  erection  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Potomac. 

Mr.  Lbwib. — Mr.  Chairman :  Two  days  have 
tlready  beeu  employed  in  discussing  the  propriety 
of  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  to 
facilitate  and  shorten  the  intercourse  between  the 
Eastern  and  Western  States  of  the  Union.  Be- 
fore the  question  is  taken,  i  am  desirous  of  as- 
signing some  of  the  reasons  which  will  influence 
my  rote.  I  promise  the  Committee,  however,  that 
my  observations  shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature  of 
the  subject  will  permit.    The  very  able  support 

Even-  to  the  resolution  upon  your  table,  by  the 
HAorable  chairntan  of  the  cominittee  who  re- 
ported it,  aided  by  my  honoiable  colleague,  (Mr. 
9th  Con.— 14 


Clark;)  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Blmbr,)  and  an  honorable  gentle- 
hian  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ely,)  wiU  con- 
siderablv  ahridge  the  observations  which  other- 
wise I  snoold  have  thought  it  mv  duty  to  make. 
It  is  my  wish,  sir,  to  give  this  subject  a  fair,  can- 
did, and  impartial  investigation ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  alt  the  numerous  evils  will  result  from 
its  adoption,  which  the  people  of  Qeorgetown 
seem  to  suppose,  I  will  be  the  last  man  on  this 
floor  to  sanction  its  passage ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  objections  are  chimerical,  and  have 
emanated  from  an  unfounded  jealousy  of  their 
neighbors,  I  shall  ^ive  to  this  measure  my  most 
decided  and  unequivocal  approbation,  and  m  this 
determination  I  trust  I  shall  be  aided  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  committee. 

There  is  but  one  point  fo  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  attention  of  this  Committee  ought  to  be 
directed:  Will  the  erection  of  the  contemplated 
bridge  injure  the  navigation  of  the  river  Poto- 
mac? This  is  the  only  question  applicable  to 
the  subject,  and  th^  only  pivot  upon  which  it 
ought  to  turn.  Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman^  examine 
the  objections  and  reasoning  of  the  anti-memori- 
alists upon  this  point.  They  say  in  their  memo- 
rial that  "  the^  consider  their  natural  and  politi- 
'  cal  rights  will  be  infringed  by  the  adoption  of 
'  this  measure,  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  will 

*  be  injured  and  obstructed  thereby ;  that  from 
'  the  meeting  of  the  stream  and  tide-water,  al 
'  the  place  where  the  bridp^e  is  contemplated,  a 
'  tendency  will  be  produced  m  the  impeded  stream- 
'  water  to  deposit  the  earthy  particles  with  which 
'  it  is  charged  in  time  of  freshes,  and  by  which 
'  they  apprehend  the  present,  entire,  main  and 
<  deep  channel  may  be  divided  into  many  small 
'  and  narrow  passages,  to  the  mat  injury  of  the 

*  navigation.''  This,  sir,  is  the  bare  assertion  of 
the  counter-memorialists ;  they  have  not  deigned 
to  state  one  single  fact,  or  adduce  the  tmalleaC 
proof  in  support  of  a  result  which  they  have 
taken  for  granted  will  be  inevitable.  Although 
the  proof  rests  upon  the  opponents  to  this  meas- 
ure, and  not  upon  its  friends,  yet  I  am  willing  and 
prepared  to  prove,  by  the  best  evidence  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will  admit,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  instead  of  Ming  injured  will  be 
greatly  benefitted  by  the  erection  of  this  bridge. 
Sir^  the  evidence  I  shall  offer  is  drawn  from  ex- 

*  perience.  It  is  known  that  in  Europe  as  well  as 
in  this  country,  piers  have  been  suns  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  deepening  the  channel  and  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  rivers,  and  if  this  ex- 
periment has  succeeded  in  all  other  countries 
and  rivers,  surely  it  will  not  fail  in  the  Potomac. 
It  is  uot  to  be  believed  that  the  Potomac  is  un- 
like every  other  river  in  the  world.  But,  sir,  if 
we  had  not  the  aid  of  experience  before  us,  com- 
mon sense  and  common  reason  would  revolt  at 
the  idea  of  injuring  the  navigation  in  the  man- 
ner stated  by  the  counter-memorialists.  If  you 
oblige  vessels  of  all  descriptions  to  pass  through 
your  draw  and  of  course  pursue  the  same  chan- 
nel, will  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  deepen  and 
clean  the  channel,  by  agitating  the  sediment 
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which  may  hare  settled  th«re«  aod  which  will  hy 
that  meaos  be  swept  away  by  the  current?  and 
instead  of  a  0umber  pf  small  channels,  will  it 
not  hate  the  opposite  effect  of  impro?iog  and 
deepening  the  only  main  channel?    Surely  this 
must  be  the  effect    But,  Mr.  Chairman,  whilst  I 
am  unwilling  to  bdiere  that  the  erection  of  this 
brid^  can  m  any  manner  whateyer  injure  the 
navif^tioo  of  the  Potomac ;  yet  I  will  candidly 
admit  that  the  vessds  passing  to  and  from  George- 
town will  experience  some  little  inconrenience  at 
the  draw;  but  that  inconrentence  will  be  so  very 
triflinff  that  it  will  be  entirely  lost  in  a  comparison 
with  the  ^reat  general  good  which  will  result  tothe 
eommunKy.    Having  proved,  as  I  trust,  satisfac- 
torily, that  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  cannot 
nossibly  be  injured  by  theadoption  of  this  nkeasure, 
let  us  now  examine  the  inconvenience  to  which 
▼esseb  passing  the  draw  will  be  subjected,  for 
this  appears  now  to  be  the  only  remaining  ground 
of  investiption.    We  have  been  told  by  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  well  acquainted  with  the  build- 
ing of  bridges  and  of  their  effects,  that  Utile  or 
no  detention  is  experienced  in  passing  the  draws. 
That   it   frequently  happens  that  vessels  pass 
throuffh  without  lowering  a  sail  or  being  detained 
a  single  instant  when  they  have  a  fair  wind,  and 
that  at  no  time  is  it  necessary  to  detain  them 
longer  than  from  &yt  to- fifteen  minutes.    If  this 
information  is  correct,  (and  we  cannot  possibly 
doubt  it,y  where,  let  me  ask,  is  the  very  great  in- 
jury to  the  very  few  vessels  that  will  have  to  pass 
this  draw?    When  I  say  very  few,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  reference  to  the  statement  made  the 
other  dav  by  my  honorable  colleague,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  whose  report  is  now  the 
subject  of  discussion.    He  then  told  us  that  his 
statement  was  Uken  from  absolute  entries  made 
at  the  collector's  office  at  Gleorgetown  for  the  last 
seven  years,  and  in  that  time  only  twenty-one 
afaips^six  brigs,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  schoon- 
ers, and  fifty-two  sloops  had  been  entered  there, 
making  in.  the  whole  two  hundred  aod  eleven 
Teasels  of  all  deseriptioas.    My  colleague  at  that 
time  omitted  to  mention,  or  was  not  appriaed  of 
the  fact,  that  of  the  vessels  entered  at  George- 
town, a  very  considerable  proportion  never  went 
there,  but  were  destined  for,  and  actually  load- 
ed at  the   Eastern   Branch.     It  is  very  well 
known  that  within  the  last  seven  years  a  num- 
ber of  large  vessels  were  loaded  at  the  Eastern 
Branch  by  Mr.  Barry  alone,  who  was  at  that 
time  engaged  in  making  large  shipments  of  flour 
and  biscuit  to  the  West  Indies  $  yet  all  these  ves- 
sels, as  well  as  a  great  number  employed  in  re- 
moving from  Philadelphia  the  furniture  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  President,  and  of  the  public  officers, 
together  with  those  employed  in  brioginff  «tores, 
&c.  for  the  navy  yard  on  the  Eastern  Branch, 
were  all  entered  at  Georgetown,  that  being  the 
only  port  of  entry  for  Georgetown  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  thereby  givinp:  to  Geoigeto  vu  an 
appearance  of  commerce  which  she  is  not  really 
entitled  to.    I  have  ascertained  that  some  years 
ago  several  foreign  vessels  resorted  to  the  port  of 
OMrgetown  to  carry  away  the  tobacco  of  that 


town  and  Biadensburg,  and  that  the  ships  used  to 
lay  in  the  Eastern  Branch  to  obtain  their  cargo 
from  both  places.  That  this  trade  has  d^lit^ 
cannot  be  denied,  for  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact 
that  the  only  ship  destined  for  Georgetown  last 
year,  called  tne  William  Murdoch,  Captain  Tom, 
was  loaded  at  Barry's  wharf,  on  the  Extern 
Branch,  because  there  was  not  sufficient  water 
over  the  bar  below  Georgetown  to  admit  her  pas- 
sage to  and  from  that  place.  Now,  sir,  from  the 
whole  number  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions  en- 
tered at  Geoigetown  for  the  last  seven  years,  we 
may  fairly  deduct  one-fourth  for  those  which 
never  went  there ;  there  will  then  remain  158  as 
having  actually  passed  up  the  river  to  that  place 
during  that  time;  which,  divided  by  seven,  will 
be  something  less  than  twenty-three  vessels  in 
each  year,  and  not  quite  one  for  each  fortnight. 
Thus,  then,  sir,  this  mighty  obstacle — these  great 
delays  by  a  drawbridge — after  investigation  be- 
come very  inconsiderable.  Indeed  the  first  is 
proven  to  be  nothing,  and  the  last  too  trifling  to 
deserve  serious  consideration.  But,  Mr.'  Chair- 
man, in  order  to  remove  every  objection,  or  even 
doubt,  which  can  possibly  exist  with  any  part  of 
the  Committee,  I  am  willing  to  insert  a  clause  in 
the  bill  obliging  the  Bridge  Company  to  compen- 
sate for  any  loss  by  detention  at  the  draw. 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  erection  of 
this  bridge  cannot  injure  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  nor  subject  to  much  inconvenience  the  very 
few  vessels  which  may  pass  it.  It  is,  now  proper 
that  I  should  state  the  advantages  which  will  re- 
sult to  the  community  at  large  from  its  erection. 
It  is  hardly  necessary.  I  presume,  sir,  to  state  the 
difference  in  despatch^  in  safety,  and  in  comfort, 
between  a  bridge  and  ferry,  even  where  the  dis- 
tance is  the  same;  but  when  a  savii^  of  nearly 
one-half  th^  distance  is  effected  in  nivor  of  the 
bridge,  the  advantages  are  too  obvious  to  be  re- 
sist^. From  a  calculation  made  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Thompson)  the  other  day,  the  pub- 
lic will  save,  (agreeably  to  a  statement  of  ex- 
pense furnished  from  the  Ckneral  Post  Office  De- 
partment,) in  carrying  the  mail  alone,  between 
five  aod  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  in 
the  mileage  of  the  members  of  CongresaL  south 
of  the  Potomac,  about  the  same  sum.  This  b 
certainly  no  great  consideration  with  the  €K>vem* 
ment,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  bat  at  the 
same  time  it  ought  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked. 
It  is  worth  saving.  We  ought  not  to  forget  the 
admonition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Nblsoh,)  the  oUier  day,  upon  the  subject  of 
economy.  He  then  told  us  what  his  mndfather, 
an  old  Scotchman,  once  told  him:  '^That  many 
mickles  would  mave  a  mockle — take  eare  of  the 
pence,  and  the  poands  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves." I  agree  perfectly  with  that  geodtman'a 
firrandfather,  in  this  particular  at  Itest,  and  think 
we  ought  not  to  waste  the  public  money  beeaose 
the  sum  may  appear  trifling. 

The  saving  to  travellers  of  every  description 
will  be  incalcolably  ffreat.  Those  who  travel  in 
the  public  stage  or  other  hired  carriages  will  save 
(at  the  rate  of  stage  fine  from  Georgetown  to 
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Alexandrw)  at  leaa^seveoty-five  oenta  goUg  and 
the  same  returoiog,  making  a  dollar  aod  a-  half 
for  each  psaseoger  per  day.    Every  description  of 
trarel  from  New  ifampshire  to  G^gia  will  aave 
ia an  eqaal  proportion;  but  thesftvipgof  money 
bears  no  propof tion  to  the  saving  of  time.    The 
population  of  the  District  it  increasing  verv  fast, 
and  shall  the  eastesn  and  west^n  oarU  ot  it  be 
fbrerer  divided  by  an  obstacle  so eaauy  surmount- 
ed?   Shall  the  Potomae  be  an  eternal  barrio  to 
their  iatereoorse^  when  abridge  caa  be  so  easily 
thrown  across  it?  and  at  the  expense  of  aeom^ 
pany,  too,  who  will  ask  no  aid  from  the  Govern* 
meat.    And  will  you  forces  not  only  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  thfi  District,  bat  near  five  miuions  o£'  your 
citizens  to  the  sooth  and  north  of  the  PoUMnac, 
who  may  oejeaaionally  wish  to  tntvel  in  different 
directions  to  the  seat  of  GovBrnment,  to  go  the 
circuitous  route  of  Georgetown,  over  a  ferry,  at 
sometimes  impassable^  and  at  all  times  disagreea- 
ble, and  a  road,  too,  extremely  bad  indeed,  when 
thejr  can  pass  with  great  comfort,  safety,  and  ex* 
pedicioo,  a  good  bridge  and  an  even  paved  road  at 
least  four  or  six  miles  nearer  1    Is  this  city  never 
to  increase  ?    Is  it  forever  to  be  excluded  from  a 
eommunioatlon  with  the  Virginia  shore  but  by  a 
ferry  ?     Are  the  mails  and  staj^es  always  co  be 
delayed  by  a  ferry?    Are  the  ciMzens  of  every 
description  always  to  be  severed,  except  by  a  cir- 
cuitous route  and  dan^ous  ferry  ?    I  troet  not* 
It  Ls  impossible.  *  A  bridge  must  and  will  be  built, 
at  some  time  or  other,  and'  the  sooner  it  is  done 
the  better.     The  people  will  not  remain  longer 
uncoooecied^  and  be  silent;  the  public  voioe  de- 
DMods  it  at,  our  hands,  the  public  good  requires 
it,  and  it  ought  to  be  done.  We  have  often  heaxd, 
eren  upon  thia  floor,  the  Metropolis  of  the  Union 
compared  to  a  wilderness.    Sir,  the  comparison 
is  not  aUo^etl^r  uqjuat ;  it  is  indeed  a  wilder^ 
ness.  and  I  am  sorvy  for  it,  but  I  t<ost  and  Ikope 
it  will  not  long  remain-  so.    It  is  time  that  the 
fostering  hand  of  the  Goverameni  bad  been  exr 
tended  to  ita  improvement,  then  indeed  we  might 
hope  to  hear  no  more  expressions  of  discontent  at 
thesitoatioo  and-  accommiodation  at. this  pkiee. 
The  ereetipn  of  a  bridge  would  open  to  the  city 
a  very  abuadant  and  cheap  market  at  Alexandria, 
bjr  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  pl^ce  could  b^ 
eaabledtokeepbetter  aad'cbeaper  boafding-houses, 
And  thereby  silence  at  least  one  o[  the  objec- 
tions ta  the  con  tia4iaace<  of  Coo^ress  here.    But 
we  are  caUed  upon  to  say  "*  where^ia  there  a  com- 
mercial  town  above  a  biidge?"    I  answer,  i;i  al- 
most every  direetiofij  bpthi  iut  tiiis  country  and 
fiorope.    i  am  told^  Md  I  believe  correctly,  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  city  of  London  is  above  its 
bridge,  although  it  has  no  draw^    In  almost  all 
the  States  northward  of  this,  there  are  bridges  of 
this  description,  and  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  com- 
ing from  that  county,  and  well  acquainted  with 
tbeir  efiects,  thai  no  serious  injury  has  been  ex- 
perienced by  commercial  towns  above  them,  nor 
w  the  propesty  fallen  in  valae,  or  improvement 
Wen  checked-  in  those  towns  by  the  erection  of 
tbeir  bridgBs.    In  Massachusetts  bJ^ub  there  are 
A  great  many  biiidgea  below  lurg^.and  flomishiag 


towns,  some  of  which  I  will  venture  to  say  have 
ten  times  the  commercial  importance  of  Greorg^ 
town.  Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and  Charlestown, 
in  Massaehasetts,  have  bridges.  The  first  two 
are  ports  of  delivery,  which  is  the  best  evidence 
of  their  flourishing  situation.  There  are  also  ia 
Massachusetts  two  other  bridges,  Chelsea  and 
Maiden,  through  both  of  which  you  muat  pass  to 
get  to  Medford,  a  town  of  considerable  commen- 
cial  importance,  and  we  have  been  told  that  prop- 
erty above  these  bridges  has  experienced  no  dina- 
inntion  in  value  in  consequence  of  their  erection* 
Bui  why  need  we  travel-  to  Europe,  and  to  the 
northward  for  .examples  ?  We  have  almost  withr 
in  our  view  several  drawbridges,  througii  which 
vessels  pass  to  comiaereial  towns  above  them) 
and  yet  I  have  never  heard  any  inconvenience 
complained  of.  There  is  one  over  the  Eaatera 
Branch  within  this  District^  and  another  on  Oo- 
coquan,ataamall  town  called  Colchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Although  the  commerce  above  the  flrstie 
now  very  inconsiderable,  yet  there  wax  a  time 
within  niy  recoUectipn  when  more  vessels  were 
loaded- upon  the  Eastern  Branch  than  at  George- 
town at  this  time*  Above  the  latter  bridge  at 
Colchestet)  and  at  the  head  of  the  navigation,  is 
a  little  town  called  Oecoquan,  in  a  state  of  rapid 
improvement.  There  are  in  it  two  or  three  very 
large  maDufacturing  mills,  and  seveml  stores,  and 
belonging  to  it  several  vessels.  This  little  town 
has  smarted  into  consequence  since  the  erection  of 
the  bridge  below  it,  whilst  Colchester«a  place  of 
ancient  standing,  aad  below  the  bri^^,  too,  hm 
dwindled  into  nothings  There  is  not  belonging 
to  it  a  single  vessel,  nor  in  it  a  single  atore.  This 
is  a  case  precisely  in  point.  Colchester,  a  place 
of  ancient  establishment,  and  below  the  bridge, 
too,  has  sunk  into  nothing ;  whilst  the  town  of 
Oecoquan,  only  two  miles  above  it,  is  progressing 
rapidly  to  a  state  of  commercial  importanee. 
Thus  it  is  plainly  proven  that  bridgea  have  not 
the  injurious  effects  upon  commerce  above  them, 
which  the  people  of  Ueorgetown  would  wish  us 
to  believe.  No,  sir,  it  is  iiot  to  these.  ltlt)e  artifi* 
cial  causes  that  commercial  towua  owe  their  rise 
or  fall,  but  to  enterprise  and. capital. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  coonterrmemorial- 
ists,  and  it  has  been  reiterated  here,  "  that  natu- 
ral advantages  ought  not  ta  be  inJMrad  by  artifi- 
cial means.''  Upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  peoj^eof  Georgetown  ought  to  have  b^ 
silent ;  they  are  not  aware  of  a  retort  which  this 
objection  will  force  upon  them.  Will  they  ree- 
oiled,  sir,  that  to  artificial  means  alone  they  are 
iodebted  i(x  the  greatest  part  of  their  commeioe? 
Will  they  recollect  that  from  artificial  means 
alone  the  towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria 
have  been  deprived  of  their  natural  advantages 
to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  Georgetown?  uo 
they  not  know  that  the  improvement  of  the  Po- 
.tomac  above  them  has  diverted  from  its  natural 
course  a  commerce  which  belonged  to  others  and 
which  now  enriches  them?  Andwill  they  per- 
mit me  to  remind  them  that  even  to  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  they  owe  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
their  coo^meice  ?    Yea^  air^  1  willrem4|id>thepae* 
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pie  of  Georgetown  of  advantages  from  artificial 
means  which  they  ought  not  to  have  forgotten, 
because  to  them,  in  a  great  measure,  they  owe 
their  present  commercial  standing.  The  bridge 
below  the  Little  Falls,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac,  has  given  to  Greorge- 
town  a  considerable  qaantity  of  produce  from 
Virginia  which  must  otherwise  have  ^one  to  Al- 
exandria. I  am  very  far  fVom  objecting  to  the 
means  by  which  the  importance  of  Georgetown 
has  been  acquired.  I  was  pleased  with  the  erect- 
ion of  a  bridge  at  the  Little  Falb,  because  it  was 
a  convenience  generally,  and  particularly  so  to 
that  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come,  and 
Irom  the  same  principle  I  should  be  fflad  to  'see  a 
number  of  other  bridges  erected,  both  above  and 
below  the  Falls.  I  have  always  thought  and  still 
think  there  ought  to  be  a  bridge  at  GeorgetowD, 
and  if  the  people  of  that  place  are  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  will  propose  it,  I  will  promise  to  vote 
for  it.  Is  it  necessary  already  to  remind  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgetown  that  for  their  ezclusiTe  bene- 
fit one  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  has  been  entire- 
ly closed,  by  authorizing  a  dam  from  Mason's 
Island  to  the  Virginia  s^ore,  which  gives  to  them, 
in  some  measure,  a  monopoly  of  the  flour  which 
comes  down  the  Potomac?  and  are  we  now  to  be 
told  by  the  same  people  that  we  possess  no  Con- 
atitutional  right  to  authorize  a  bridge  across  the 
Potomac  for  the  public  good,  even  with  a  free 
passage  to  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  and  that 
even  if  we  possess  the  rieht,  it  would  be  a  wan- 
ton and  cruel  exercise  of  it?  The  erection  of 
the  dam  will  certainly  prevent  flour  boats  from 
going  to  Alexandria  at  particular  seasons  of  the 
▼ear,  when  high  winds  are  frequent,  as  they  will 
be  obliged  to  go  a  considerable  distance  round 
Mason's  Island,  exposed  to  a  wide  and  unprotect- 
ed sheet  of  water,  which  will  subject  tnem  to 
eonsiderable  danger,  even  when  the  wind  is  mod- 
erate ;  but  before  the  erection  of  this  dam,  the 
boats  could  go  down  to  Alexandria  at  almost  any 
season,  and  with  almost  any  wind,  as  they  could, 
and  did,  always  keep  close  to  the  Virginia  shore, 
and  covered  oy  its  banks  were  perfectly  secure. 
This  measure,  as  well  as  the  erection  of  the 
bridge  at  the  Falls,  was  evidently  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  Alexandria.  Yet,  sir,  had  we  any 
complaints  from  that  quarter?  Were  our  rights 
questioned  by  them,  and  our  motives  censured  ? 
Were  we  told  by  them  that  ''no  place  should  cal- 
eulate  on  artificial  advantages,  wbich  cannot  be 
afibrded  without  depriving  other  places  of  their 
natural  advantages?"  No, sir.  they  were  silent; 
not  even  a  murmur  escaped  them ;  they  had  no 
wish  to  deprive  their  neighbors  of  any  advanta- 
ges they  could  derive  from  ^'  artificial'  means,"  al- 
though their  interests  should  in  some  measure  be 
afiected  by  it;  they  felt  none  of  those  jealousies 
which  appear  now  to  influence  their  neighbors. 
It  is  well  known  that  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 

Kess  1  was  in  favor  of  the  causeway  from  Mason's 
land  to  the  Virginia  shore.  I  did  not  believe  at 
that  time  it  could  do  any  injury  to  the  public, 
and  as  the  people  of  Georgetown  supposed  it 
would  ben^t  them  by  reclaiming  a  channel  con- 


siderably Iniored  by  natural  eaoses,  I  could  have 
no  reasonable  objection  to  the  experiment,  and  of 
course  gave  to  it  my  support.  Mr.  Chairman.  I 
have  now  examined  such  parts  of  this  subject  as 
have  not  been  generally  adverted  to  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me ;  I  most  now  be  permitted  to 
answer  some  observatiotts  which  havefiillenfirom 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  qaestion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Nblson)  has  made  one  point  of  objection  to  this 
measure,  which  I  had  not  expected  from  any 
quarter,  and  particularly  from  himself.  We  are 
now  told  by  that  gentleman  that  we  have  no  Coa- 
stitotional  right  to  authorize  the  erection  of  this 
bridge;  that  we  are  forbidden  by  the  compact 
between  Virginia  and  Maryland.  I  do  not  mean, 
at  this  time,  to  enter  into  an  examination  o£  this 
objection ;  I  consider  it  as  having  been  coapletely 
refbted  and  settled  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  the 
causeway  from  Mason's  island  to  the  Virginia 
shore ;  and  I  am  unwilling  to  trespass  unnecessa- 
rily upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee.  But  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  how  it 
has  happened  that  he  who,  at  the  last  session,  so 
ably  vindicated  the  Constitutional  right  of  Con- 
gress to  build  a  causeway  (which  is  a  complete 
obstruction)  should  now  deny  that  ri^t  in  the 
case  of  a  bridee,  which  is  no  obstruction  at  all, 
and  which  will  be  of  great  public  utility  ?  The 
gentleman  has,  however,  acknowledged  his  error, 
confened  his  sin,  and  asks  fbrgiveness,  and  he 
ought  to  receive  it.  But  we  are  again  told  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  ^that  the  petitions 
'  upon  this  subject  are  old  petitions,  presented  two 
'  or  three  years  ago ;  that  be  had  no  idea  that  sacb 

*  a  measure  would  be  acted  upon,  and  that  he  was 
'  taken  by  surprfse."  That  tne  petitions  are  old 
cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the  gentleman  should 
be  taken  by  surprise  is  really  astonishing.  Sir,  it 
was  unnecessary  to  have  new  petitions;  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  recollect  that,  at  the  first  session 
of  the  last  Congress,  the  select  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  was  referred,  made  a  report  in 
its  favor,,  which,  for  want  of  time,  was  not  acted 
upon  during  the  session ;  that^  at  the  last  session, 
it  was  revived,  and  the  committee  again  reported 
in  its  favor ;  but,  from  the  pressure  of  important 
business,  it  was  not  acted  vpon.  It  has  now  beea 
called  up,  as  part  of  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
last  session,  and  referred  to  another  committee, 
who,  after  a  considetation  of  six  or  seven  weeks, 
have  again  reported  in  its  favor.  Can  the  gentle* 
man  from  Maryland  now  say  he  has  been  tdcen 
by  surprise?  Certainly  not.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  firom  the  commencement  of  this 
business,  and  ought  to  have  known  its  progress ; 
every  committee  to  whom  this  subject  has  hith- 
erto been  referred  has  uniformly  reported  in  its 
favor^  and,  I  believe,  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  appoint  a 
committee  indiscriminately  who  would  not  make 
the  same  report.  But,  says  the  gentleman  again, 
"  Congress  may  legislate  over  a  part  of  the  Poto- 
'  mac,  they  may  build  a  causeway,  but  they  have 

*  no  right  to  build  a  bridge  enurely  across  the 
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'  river."  This  is  certainly  verjr  extraordinary 
doctrine  |  if  we  hare  a  right  to  a  part  we  cer- 
tainljr  bare  a  right  to  the  whole  of  tne  Potomac, 
within  the  District  of  Columbia.  An  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  fMr.  Eablt.)  also  ob- 
jects to  our  right  to  legislate  upon  this  subject; 
*^ because,"  says  the  gentleman,  "by  the  compact 
^  between  Virginia  and  Maryland,  neither  State 
'  has  a  right  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  Po- 
<  tomac,  and  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  even  with  a 
*  draw,  will  be  such  an  obstruction  as  is  prohibit- 
'  ed  b^  that  compact;"  an4,  to  give  us  the  true 
definition  of  the  word  ^  o^truct"  he  has  favored 
as  with  Johnson's  Dictionary  as  an  authority, 
which  is  conclusive  with  htm^  "l)ecause  it  is  the 
plain,  good  old  English  definition,''  to  use  the  Ian- 
gnage  of  the  gentleman.  In  the  gentleman's 
Dictionary,  it  is  found  that  "  obstruct"  means  to 
hinder,  im])ede,  dbc.;  and,  he  has  triumphantly 
asked^  if  this  bridge  will  not  hinder  and  impede? 
And  if  so,  whether  it  will  not  obstruct?  I  will, 
in  my  turn,  ask  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
whether  Congress  has  not  a  right  to  establish 
quarantine  regulations  within  the  District^  and  to 
hinder  vessels  fVom  proceeding  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  days?  And  whether  they  have  not  a  risht, 
if  an  enemy's  squadron  was  approaching  their 
capital,  to  prevent  their  approach,  by  throwing 
•cross  the  channel  a  ehevauz-de-friae  or  any  other 
obstruction,  they  might  think  proper,  for  the  pub- 
lic safety?  Snrely  thia  right  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned ;  and  yet.  by  the  gentleman's  authority^  bis 
good  old  English  authority,  it  would  be  a  nind* 
tance,  an  impediment  |  and,  of  course,  such  an 
obstruction  as  is  nrohibited  by  the  compact.  But, 
in  what  light  is  tnis  sak|iect  viewed  by  the  State 
of  Maryland  ?  Has  she  conceived  the  ereetion  of 
a  bridge  ac  ross  the  Potomac  as  violating  the  com- 
pact? I  believe  not,  sir.  We  find  that  the  Le* 
gislature  of  that  State  passed  a  law  in  the  year 
1791,  previous  to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction 
of  the  territory  by  the  United  States,  authorising 
the  erection  of  a  nridge  at  or  near  Georgetown. 
As  the  river  Potomac  is  navigable  for  some  di»* 
tance  above  Georgetown,  we  must  consider  the 
passage  of  this  law  as  expressive  of  an  opinion  of 
the  L^slatnre  of  Maryland,  that  the  ereetion  of 
a  bridge  below  the  head  of  tide  water,  is  not  such 
an  obstructiqii  or  injury  a»  is  prohibited  by  the 
articles  of  compaet  between  the  two  States.  By 
this  law  a  bridge  is  authorized  as  well  below  as 
above  Georgetown.  Indeed,  it  might  have  been 
bnilt  at  the  very  place  where  the  present  bridge 
is  contemplated. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Finolsy)  also  denies  the  right  of  Congress 
to  legidate  on  this  subject,  but  yet  he  admits  the 
right  to  improve.  Shall  we  attempt  to  improve 
that  to  which  we  have  no  right  ?  Certainly  not. 
He  has  also  attempted  to  cast  an  indirect  censure 
on  the  committee,  by  inainaatiag  that,  as  this  re- 
port differs  from  a  spurious  statement,  just  laid 
upon  your  table,  they  were  influenced  by  iniprop- 
«T  considerations.  How  extremely  unjust  is  this 
imputation  I  The  select  committee  to  whom  this 
•Abject  has  been  referred,  have  delayed  their  re- 


port for  several  weeks,  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  procure  all  the  information  upon  which  to 
form  a  correct  and  impartial  decision.  Their  sit* 
tings  were  public  and  open  to  all  parties^  and  thef 
formed  their  opinion  from  documents  alone,  sub- 
mitted to  them.  If  the  oDponents  of  this  measure 
had  intended  to  act  fairly,  they  would  have  at- 
tended the  committee,  and  submitted  to  them 
their  objections  and  statements,  and  if  there  had 
appeared  contradictions  as  to  fact,  it  would  have 
b^n  the  duty  of  the  committee,  before  they  re- 
ported, to  have  investigated  the  subject,  and  to 
nave  ascertained  the  truth.  But  this  course,  it 
seems,  they  did  not  think  proper  to  pursue ;  they 
were  afraid  of  investigation.  Ana  they  have 
delayed  their  statements  until  the  subject  is 
already  under  discussion,  when  it  is  impossible  to 
contradict  it  by  investigation.  I  will  say  nothing 
of  the  impropriety  of  this  mode  of  proceeding,  or 
of  the  indecency  of  the  statement,  out  will  only 
notice  the  difference  in  distance  in  a  survey  said 
to  be  a  correct  one,  which  was  furnished  the  com* 
mittee  three  years  ago,  and  by  which  they  have 
been  governed ;  and,  by  a  survey  recently  made 
and  secretly  circulated  among  the  members  of 
thb  House  only  since  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion* By  the  first  survey,  (the  correctness  of 
which  has  never  been  contradicted,)  there  appear- 
ed to  the  committee  to  be  a  saving  of  five  milea 
and  seven-eiehths  between  the  Georgetown  route 
and  the  briage  route  to  Alexandria,  from  the 
Capitol.  But,  it  is  said,  by  this  new  and  illegiti- 
mate survey,  which  has  found  its  way  into  thia 
House  at  a  very  unseasonable  time,  and  under 
circumstances  of  extreme  suspicion,  that  the  dif- 
ference in  the  two  routes  is  a  mere  nothing,  about 
a  mile,  or,  perhaps,  a  little  mere.  I  will  not  vouch 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  first  survey ;  it  is  possible 
there  may  be  some  little  mi.itake  in  calculatioBi 
but  I  will  vouch  for  the  integrity  of  the  gentleman 
who  made  it.  I  have  long  known  him.  and  an 
honesttr  naan  does  not  exist.  Bat  can  the  com- 
mittee hesitate  in  their  opinion  of  the  relative 
correctness  of  the  two  surveys  under  all  circum- 
stances ?  If  it  be  possible,  I  beg  them  to  cast 
their  eyes  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  which  is 
due  south  from  the  Capitol,  and  then  to  George- 
town and  over  the  ferry,  which  is  about  three* 
and-a-half  miles  in  a  northwestern  direction,  and 
they  will  find  that  the  original  survey  cannot  be 
Incorrect. 

But  there  is  another  circumstance  which  proves 
indisputably  the  correctness  of  the  first  survey. 
General  Mason^  who  is  certainly  more  interested 
in  opposing  the  erection  of  this  bridge  than  any 
other  person,  appeared  before  a  former  committee 
upon  this  subject  to  state  his  objections  to  it,  and 
I  have  been  told  bv  a  member  of  that  committee 
that  he  made  no  pbiection  to  the  correctness  of  the 
survey.  But.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  possible  to 
doubt,  as  to  tne  correctness  of  the  two  surveys,  I 
beg  the  Committee  to  afford  time  for  ascertaining 
the  truth  by  voting  for  the  present  resolution,  and 
enable  us  to  bring  in  a  bill,  before  the  discussion 
of  which  an  opportunity  may  be  given  of  resoN 
veying  the  diffnent  routes,  and  which  will  enaUe 
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as  to  vot«  anderstaodiBtgijr  upon  Che  subject  I 
will  now  answer  an  inquiry  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Findlet.)  It  is 
asked  what  is  meant  by  the  public  interest  ?  Is  it, 
says  the  gentleman^  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  or 
the  City  of  Washington?  I  answer,  no;  it  is 
neither.  I  feel  no  partiality  for  either  place;  as  a 
Representative  upon  this  floor,  I  Itnow  them  not ; 
but  it  is  the  nation  at  laree  whose  interest  it  is 
my  wish  to  promote  by  this  measure ;.  and  it  is 
the  immediate  convenienee  to  my  constituenu 
which  I  am  desiroos  to  facilitate  and  assist.  Sir. 
I  haveno  partiality  upon  this  occasion.  If  I  could 
be  influenced  by  personal  feeling,  I  know  of  no 
place  which  has  a  fairer  claim  than  Georgetown, 
and  I  should  be  happy  of  an  opportunity  of  man- 
ifesting it,  upon  any  proper  occasion.  Fpr  its 
inhabitants  generally  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
and  for  those  in  particular  with  whom  Ihavehad^ 
the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance,  I  willadd,  par- 
tiality and  friendship  ;  but  considerations  of  this 
kind  must  yield  to  nublic  duty.  ^ 

We  are  assembled  here  to  consult  and  promote 
the  general  good,  and  I  should  be  unfaithful  to 
my  own  judeo^ent  if  I  did  not  gi^e  to  this  meas-^ 
me  my  decided  support. 

Mr.  QjuniOT  snpporied.;  and  Messrs.  Dawbon. 
Q.  W.  Campbell,  Maokudbr,  Varrctm,  ana 
MA«TBii8,  opposed  tne  resolution ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  resolution  carried-*~yeas 
60,  nays  51.  The  Committee  immediately  rose 
and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolution. 
The  House  took  the  report  into  consideration. 
On  COD  earring  in  the  rceolotion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called ;  and  were-^yeas  61,  nays  49— «as  fol- 
lows: 

Tyas — Joseph  Barker,  BnrweU  Basset,  George  M. 
Bedmger,  Bilos  Betton.  WiUiam  Butler,  Levi  Caseji 
Martin  Ghittenden,  John  Claibomei  Christopher  Clerk, 
Frederiok  Conrad,  Orohatd  Cook,  Leonard  Covington, 
Jacob  Crov^unshield,  Exm  Darby,  Ellas  ^arie,  Ebe- 
neier  Elmer,  William  Ely,  James  Fiak,  James  M.  Chtp- 
aett,  Peterscm  Goodwyn,  Bilas  HaJa^,  8eth  Hastinga, 
William  Helms^  David  Hongh,  Walter  Jones,  Jamea 
KeUyy  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jUn.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David 
Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  John  Pugh,Jo- 
fliah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob  ttichards» 
Jc^n  Russell,  Peter  SaiUy,  Martin  6.  8cbuneman» 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Bturges,  Samuel  Taggartj 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  ^homp- 
aon,  Uri  Tracvi  Abram  Trigg,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Hhn  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  i|ohn  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
lohn  Hamilton,  James  HoHand,  David  Holmes,  Patriek 
Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Jei«miah 
MenofWy  Jidm  Mozrow,  Jeremiah  Neh»n,  Roger  Nel- 


son, Gideon  OUn,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn^  Jehn  Raa,of 
Penn^lvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Thomas  8aiid-> 
ford,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith* 
O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Samuel  Tenney,  Joaepk 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Mannaduke  Wil- 
Hams. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  hrouglit  in, 

Sursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution ;  and  that 
Ir.  Thoupson,  of  Virglmia,  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Magbdoeb,  and  Mr. 
BuTLEB,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Eablt  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journ, they  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mri  Growminsbield  hoped  the  motioa  wodd 
not  prevail ;  but  that  the  House  would  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  great  national  concerns  that 
demanded  their  attention. 

Messrs.  dniNCY,  Newton,  and  Eablt,  hoped 
that  the  motion  would  prevail ;  that  time  might 
be  allowed  for  reading  tne  voluminous  docnmenu 
presented,  and  for  reflection  on  the  important  sub- 
ject expected  .to  come  under  view  on  Monday — 
the  non -importation  with  Britain. 

The  yeas  and  nay^  were  then  taken  .on  Mr. 
Early's  motion,  which  was  agreed  to— yeas  64^ 
nays  54,  and  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday* 


Monday,  February  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  nerefaauts  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  in  the  Slate  of  Massaehnsetts,  was  pre* 
seated  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  that  they 
have  witnessed,  with  floingked  fediqga  of  indigna- 
tion towards  the  perpetrators,  and  of  commiseEa- 
tion  for  their  anfortunate  oottntrymeo,  i^e  insolls 
and  barbarities  whteh  the  oommenaie  of  these 
States  has  sustained  from  the  croiaers  of  Fiance 
and  Spain ;  but  that  it  is  their  object,  in  the  pres- 
ent memorial,  to  confine  thek  ansmadveMcns  to 
the  more  alarming,  because  more  aiiiiieTom»  and 
extensive  detentions  and  condemoaticMss  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  -by  Gk«at  Britain,  and  to  ndrert  to  tbe 
principles  recently  .avowed  and  adopted  by  her 
conrts,  relative  to  neutral^rade  in  articles  of  colo> 
nial  produce:  principles  which,  if  admitted,  or 
pactised  upon  in  all  the  latitude  which  may  fair- 
ly be  inferred  to  be  intended,  would  be  destructive 
of  the  navigation,  "and  radically  impair  the  most 
lucrative  commerce  of  our  country;  and  pnyiag 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  by  negotia* 
tion,  or  otherwise,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Ckiveni* 
ment,  as  will  tend  to  disembarrass  our  commerce^ 
assert  our  rights,  and  support  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States.-~&efetred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Phit 
adelpbia,.signed  by  Christopher  Simmons  for  him- 
self and  tbe  rest  of  the  said  crew,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  pcayiA^  relief  in  consider- 
ation of  present  distress,  occasioned  by  sufferings 
sustained  while  in  csptivity  at  Tripoli.— Referred 
to  Messrs.  Leib,  Go losbobouob,  and  Cbaiiu«bb» 

Mr.  Qbbqg,  from  the  Cemmittee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  F.  Mes>- 
sonier,  pmying  either  n  donation  of  4aad  or  an 
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extensioD  of  the  usoal  time  of  payment  tberefor, 
to  M  him  in  the  cahivation  of  the  Tine.  The 
report  is  un£ftTorable,  not  only  to  rhe  prayer  of 
this  jodiridaal  ease,  bat  likewise  to  the  principle 
00  whieh  it  is  foooded. 

The  Hoase  immediately  took  the  report  into 
consideration,  and  concurred  in  it  witnoat  di- 
vision. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  making  a 
farther  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  library. 
The  bill  appropriates,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  a  former  appropriation,  the 
yearly  sum  of  $1,000  for  five  years,  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  a  joint  committee  of  three 
members  of  the  Senate  and  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  be  appointed  every 
session. — Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  was  likewise  received  from  the  Senate  to 
repeal  in  part  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  grants  of  land  to  the  French  inhabi- 
tants of  Oaluopolis,and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned.  This  bill  repeals  so  much  of.  the  act 
referr^  to  as  imposes  the  condition  of  actual  set- 
tlement.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lxtn,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select 
eommittee  making  extra  allowances  to  certain 
officers  of  the  House  for  extra  services  rendered 
during  the  last  session. 

The  resolution  authorizes  the  payment  of  $300 
to  the  Clerk,  ^00  to  William  Lambert,  Josias 
W.  King,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  the  Doorkeeper, 
and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  each,  and  $50  to 
Elexius  Spalding  and  John  Philips,  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FtftDLSY,  $100  were  allowed 
to  James  Laurie,  Chaplain. 

After  a  short  debate  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to—ayes  47,  noes  42. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  their  report,  and  concurred  in  the  resolution  as 
amended — yeas  60,  na^s  55. 

A  Message  wa"  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosiqg  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  South  Carolina,  stating  the  cession 
to  the  Uaited  States  of  certain  sites  of  forts,  dbc., 
on  certaia  conditions. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  Message  was  likewise  received  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  laying  before  the  two 
Houses,  for  providioff  the  means  of  fulfilling  them, 
six  Indian  treaties,  for  the  extinflruishment  of  In- 
dian rights  to  lands  within  the  United  States. 

The  President  stated  that  the  Senate  had  ad- 
vised the  ratification  of  these  treaties,  viz : 

1.  Treaty  with  the  Wyandots,  dbc.;  2.  With  the 
same,  dc^.;  3.  With  the  Delawares;  4w  With  the 
Chickasaws;  5.  With  the  Cherokces;  6.  With 
the  Creeks.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Si^ANPORn,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina. 

After  the  blanks  were  filled,  Mr.  Macon  oflSered 


a  new  section  for  increasing  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  North  Carolina  from  ^1,500  to 
$2,000. 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  lost  by  a  great 
majority,  as  were  other  motions,  successively 
made,  to  allow  a  salary  of  $1,800,  $1,700,  and 
$1,600. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  aikd 
the  House  ordered  it  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN^ 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  satcL  the  House  would  recol* 
lect  better  than  he  did.  for  he  was  not  present  at 
the  time,  the  very  important  resolution  referred 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvap 
vania,  (Mr.  Grbgo,)  whom  he  saw  in  his  place,  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  at  this 
time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  resolution,  and 
it  was  still  fuither  from  his  purpose  to  throw  any 
impediment,  or  create  any  delay  in  briciging  for- 
ward that  discussion;  the  more  so,  as  he  consid- 
ered the  whole  eountry  south  of  the  seat  of  Oo¥* 
eminent,  and  more  particularly  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  resided,  decidedly  interested 
in  a  speedy  and  prompt  reception  or  rejection  of 
the  proposition.  .Indeed^  such  was  his  opinion  of 
the  necessity  of  its  being  speedily  acted  upon,  that 
as  soon  as  he  saw  the  resolution  which. had  been 
ofiered,  which  was  not  until  Friday,  when  it.waa 
laid  on  their  table,  the  first  sngxestion.of  his  mind 
was  to  move  the  going  immediately  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  it;  as  those  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  had  the  honor  of  holding  personal 
and  political  intercourse  would  testify.  But  a 
more  mature  reflection  had  convincedf  him  that 
before  the  resolution  could  receive  that  ultimate 
decision  which  he  trusted  it  would  receive,  the 
House  stood  in  need  of  material  information, 
which,  however  it  might  be  in  the  possession  of 
this  or  that  individual,  was  not  possessed  by  the 
body  of  the  House.  His  object  in  addressing  th« 
House  was  to  obtain  this  information  from  tlie 
proper  authority,  from  the  Head  of  a  Department, 
which  was  the  only  way  in  which  information  of 
a  satisfactory  nature,  such  as  ought  to. influence 
the  decision  of  the  House,  ought  to  be  obtained. 
Mr.  R.  then  submitted  the  foUowiog  resolution : 

Memdffed,  That  the  Seoietary  of  the  Treasniy  be 
directed  to  lay  befors  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
exports  and  imports  of  the  Uaitrd  States,  lo  and  finsn 
Cheat  BriAain  and  Ireland,  and  the  AaMiican  eokinies 
of  the  same,  for  llie  two  last  yean,  distiBgniahing  the 
colonial  trade,  from  that  of  Ae  mother  country,  and 
specifying  the  various  articles  of  export  sad  askpart, 
with  Ibe  aiDonnt  of  duties  payable  on  the  latter. 

Mr.  Smilie  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  and  observed  that  the  species  of  infor- 
mation called  for  had  not  been  received  by  tlte 
House  later  than  1803. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  best  to  extend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
embrace  the  British  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  provinces  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

▲  conversation  of  aomeieogtb  ensned  between 
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Messrs.  Caownirshibld^  Bidwbll,  and  Alston, 
on  the  ooe  side;  aod  Messrs.  J.  Randolph  and 
J.  Clat  00  the  other,  on  amending  the  resolution. 
The  former  gentlemen  were  for  ameiHliog  the 
resolution  so  as  to  embrace  a  period  of  peace  as 
well  as  war,  and  to  obtain  information  from  **ali 
the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,"  which  the 
latter  gentlemen  opi)osed  on  various  grounds,  one 
of  which  was,  that  if  this  additional  information 
were  desirable,  it  could  be  obtained  by  a  distinct 
resolution. 

On  Mr.  Cbowninsbibld'b  motion  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  extend  it  to  "  British  depen- 
dencies," generally,  the  House  divided — ayes  43, 
noes  67. 

Mr.  NioHOLSON  suggested  the  propriety  of  add- 
ing the  following  words  to  the  resolutiqp,  m  which 
the  mover  acquiescing,  they  were  incorporated 
into  it : 

'<  And  also  a  statement,  diowing  in  detail  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  the  like  articles  of  import  brought  in- 
to the  United  States,  from  other  nations  respectively, 
with  the  rate  and  amount  of  duty  thereon." 

The  resolution,  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Crowninshibld  then  moved  the  following 
resolution.  He  said,  in  substance,  it  was  the 
same  with  the  amendment  which  he  had  pro- 
posed to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the 
British  dependencies,  other  than  those  of  Americsv  fi>r 
the  last  two  years. 

This  resolution  was  likewise  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

PETITION  OF  FRANCIS  AMORY. 

Mr.  Cbowninbhield^  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  8th  instant,  the  petition  of  Francis 
Amorv,  merchant,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  made 
the  following  report : 

The  following  fricts  are  stated  in  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  petition.  That  the  petitioner  was  the 
owner  of  the  ship  Astrea,  an  American  vessel,  com- 
manded by  Solomon  Stanwood,  which  sailed  ham  Ba- 
tavia,  in  the  month  of  December,  1804,  bound  to  Bos- 
ton, and  loaded  with  a  caigo  of  sugar  and  ctiSSbt, 
That,  on  the  17th  of  January  following,  being  then  in 
the  Indian  ocean,  the  ship  experienced  a  violent  hurri- 
cane, and  was  dismasted,  and  otherwise  so  wredted 
and  disabled,  as  to  be  obliged  to  pot  into  the  Isle  of 
France  for  Uie  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  crew» 
and  the  property  on  board.  That,  upon  examination 
in  that  island,  finding  the  ship  not  seaworthy,  and  that 
it  was  impossible  to  repair  her,  except  at  an  expense  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  which  greatly 
exceeded  her  then  value,  the  master  was  ob%ed  to 
abandon  her,  and  she  was  condemned  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  underwriters,  and  all  concerned.  The 
master  and  supercargo  now  state,  that,  as  no  American 
bottom  could  be  obtained  to  transport  the  cargo  to  Amer- 
ica, they  chartered  the  Swedish  ship  Pelee,  and  shipped 
the  same  in  that  ve«el  to  Boston,  where  ^e  lately 
arrived.    The  Collector  of  Boston  charged  the  ahen  or 


foreign  dnty  on  the  Palee*8  cargo,  as  she  was  a  Ibtogn 
ship,  and  it  is  this  additional  duty  which  the  peti- 
tioner is  desirous  should  be  remitted  to  him,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  cargo  was  originally  shipped  in  an 
American  vessel,  and  that  the  change  of  botton,  which 
subsetjuently  took  place,  was  an  act  of  necesdty  be- 

Jond  his  control,  and  fiir  which  he  ought  not  to  aolEBr. 
t  vrill  be  observed  by  the  House,  that  the  cargo  in  ipiea- 
tion  was  imported  into  the  United  States  in  a  Ibnign 
ship,  and  it  is  known  that  the  character  of  the  ship  de- 
termines the  amount  of  duties  payable  upon  the  eaigo 
imported  in  her.  The  cargo  may  be  American  proper- 
ty, but  if  the  ship  is  sailing  under  a  foreign  flag,  or 
even  under  the  nag  of  the  United  Stales,  and  is  not 
furnished  with  an  American  register,  the  cargo  is  lia- 
ble to  the  extra  duty  alluded  to,  and  tiie  ship  herself  is 
charged  with  the  foreign  tonnage  duty.  By  the  Ivws 
now  in  force,  it  will  be  found  that  all  goods,  wans,  aad 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States  in  fe»> 
s^  not  of  the  United  States,  are  subject  to  pay  the 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  dnty,  char« 
geabie  upon  sinulsr  articles  imported  in  Amerioaavea* 
sets.  The  following  statement  will  point  out  the  di^ 
Isrenoe  of  duty  between  a  foreign  and  an  American 
ship,  and  their  respective  cargoes,  upon  entering  a  port 
of  the  United  States. 

ilfnmeofi  Skip, 

For  instance:  A  cargo  is  imported  from  a  foreign  pott 
or  place,  in  an  American  vessel,  and  the  duty  amounts 
to f  IjOOO 

Tonnage  duty  for  the  ship,  supposed  to  be  of 
the  burden  of  200  tons,  at  six  cents  per  ton  IS 

Duty  on  the  cargo,  imported  in  the  American 
ship,  including  her  duty  of  tonnage    -        -     1,012 

Famgn  Skip. 

If  we  presume  the  cargo  to  be  imported  in  a  veaael  not 
of  4he  United  States,  the  fint  duty  is  -        -  f  1,000 

To  which  add  the  ten  per  cent  additional  duty 
for  foreign  vessels      .....        loO 

Add,  also,  the  foreign  tonnage  for  200  tons,  at 
60  cents  per  ton        -        •        •        .        .        lOO 

And  the  foreign  light  money,  for  the  same  ton- 
nage, at  60  cents  per  ton   ....       100 


The  amount  of  tonnage  and  the  light  money, 
for  the  foreign  ship  and  the  duty  on  her 
cargo,  will  be  ..... 


1,300 


Here,  it  is  manliest,  the  advantage  is  on  the  side  of 
the  American  vessel,  in  our  own  ports ;  but  the  disad- 
vantages our  vessels  sufier  in  foreign  ports,  from  ths 
extraordinary  impositions  on  our  commerce  m^<|  shi|H 
ping,  more  than  counterbalance  the  trifling  •<iditionsl 
expenses  to  whieh  foreign  vessels  are  subject  upon  en- 
tering the  porta  of  the  United  States;  and  if  the  United 
States  should,  at  once,  repeal  all  the  alien  or  additiottsl 
duties  payable  by  foreign  ships,  both  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  upon  the  condition  that  other  nations  would 
adopt  the  same  liberal  and  just  policy  towards  Amen* 
can  ships  and  cargoes,  when  entering  their  ports,  plac- 
ing them  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  own,  com- 
merce would  be  free  from  some  of  the  shackles  with 
which  it  is  at  present  burdened,  and  a  fair  Competition 
in  every  market  would  soon  determine  who  could  af' 
ford  to  sell  cheapest  This  is  all  that  is  wanted  to  five 
to  American  shipping  and  commerce  the  free  scope  to 
enterprise,  and  a  ready  and  advantageous  sale  of  oor 
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|iioductioii%  with  chMp  vetimis  for  the  conmuncr.  The 
eonunittee  have  been  led  to  make  these  obeexrations, 
preriooB  to  gmng  their  opinion  on  the  present  applicap 
tioB  for  a  remission  of  the  additional  duties  imposed 
on  the  cargo  of  a  foreign  ship.  They  seemed  to  have 
a  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  are  stipposed  to  be  of 
some  importance,  from  a  consideration  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  allow  such  a  daim  without  first  repeal- 
ing the  discriminating  law. 

If  the  duty  on  the  cargo  is  returned,  it  would  cel<> 
tainly  be  as  nir  to  return  the  foreign  tonnage  duties  on 
the  Mp,  The  committee  are  not  informed  of  any  one 
instance  where  either  has  been  done.  It  is  true,  this 
was  a  constrained  importation,  but' it  is  already  seen, 
if  the  cargo  had  been  brought  in  any  nnregisCered  yee- 
sel  of  the  United  States,  it  moat  haTo  been  charged 
with  the  additional  duty.  The  cargo  came  firom  a  for- 
eign port,  and  was  of  foreign  |»oduetio»,  and  imported 
in  a  foreign  bnilt  TfaseL  It  having  been  coce  on  board 
an  American  ship  seems  to  make  veiy  little  difference 
in  its  faYor.  It  ought  to  give  it  no  new  or  extraordi- 
nary privileges.  Let  the  committee  be  allowed  to  re- 
verse the  case,  and  to  suppose  the  Astrea  had  been  the 
foreign  ship,  ftnd  the  Pelee  the  American  ship,  and 
all  the  other  circumstances  had  been  similar  in  every 
respect.  The  cargo  then  is  imported  in  the  Pelee,  en- 
titled to  American  privileges,  when  it  might  have  been 
imported  in  the  Astrea,  if  no  accident  had  happened 
to  her  on  the  voyage.  Should  the  American  or  foreign 
duties  be  charged  on  such  an  importation?  Surely, 
the  American  duties.  And  would  it  not  have  beoi 
manifesthr  unjust  to  haive  chsmd  the  o#ner  vqth  the 
foreign  duties  on  the  cargo  m  the  American  ship, 
merdy  because  it  was  taken  from  a  foreign  ship  1  And 
yet,  if  the  principle  is  correct  in  one  case,  it  must  be 
BO  in  the  other.  If,  however,  the  transshipment  had 
been  made  at  sea,  from  an  American  to  a  foreign  ship, 
imder  drcnmstances  of  eminent  digress,  it  would  have 
placed  the  claim  on  somewhat  higher  ground;  but, 
even  in  this  case,  the  committee  would  hardly  have 
felt  tbemseWes  authoriaed  to  propose  a  return  of  the 
additional  duties.  The  amount  of  the  duty  on  this 
importation  la  not  stated  in  any  documents  aocompa^ 
nying  the  petition.  If  the  cargo  was  re-exported,  the 
ten  per  cent,  additional  duty  was  retained,  besides  the 
usual  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  deducted  from  the 
drawback. 

The  committee  are  satisfied,  if  this  claim  was  al- 
lowed, it  would  lead  to  many  others  of  a  sinular  nature, 
and  the  law  being  dear  and  explicit  on  this  head,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  House  ought  not  to  grant  th« 
pnyer  of  the  petitioner,  and  ther  recommend  that  he 
riMuld  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  with  the 
documents  aooompanyuig  it. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 


Tuesday,  February  4. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  Orleans,  coverinff  a  petition  from 
the  Regents  of  the  University  or  that  Territory, 
praying  a  donation  of  lands. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
in;;  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North  Car- 
ohoa  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  pf  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  respecting  bonds  given  by  Marshals.' 


After  amending  the  same  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  ordered  the  hill  to  the  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  op 
THE  United  States  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Eepruentative*  of  the  United  Statee  : 
Sundry  letters  relative  to,  Hamet  Caramalli,  in  addition 
to  the  documents  wMch  accompanied  my  Measage  of 
January  13th,  having  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  on  their 

eirticular  request,  Uie  same  are  now  transmitted  to  the 
ouse  of  Representatives  also,  as  the  same  sulnect  is 
before  them.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FaBmuART  4,  1806. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  documents  transmitted  therewith,  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed,  on  the  thirteenth  ultimo, 
on  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  application  of  Hamet  Car- 
amalli, ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

TAZOO  CLAIMS. 

.  Mr.  Oreqo  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  a 
resolution  offered  by  him  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
act  as  authorizes  the  appropriation  of  lands  to  the 
Yazoo  H^laimauts. 

Mr.  Sm  I  LIE  moved  to  postpone  the  consideratioa 
of  this  resolution  to  Monday  week,  that  in  the 
mean  time  the  national  business  might  be  trans- 
a<;ted,  undisturbed  by  the  initation  which  this  sub- 
ject generally  gave  rise  to. 

Mr.  Alston  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a  com- 
promise by  commissioners.  If  this  course  should 
be  disagreed  to,  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
agree  to  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

.  Mr.  Gbsoq  trusted  the  motion  for  postponement 
would  not  prevail.  The  resolution  nad  been  sub- 
mitted rerv  early  in  the  session.  The  mover  had 
waived  callingit  up  this  day  that  the  national  busi- 
uesB  might  be  first  attended  to.  In  this  business 
the  House  had  progressed  to  a  poiat,  at  which  it 
appeared  convenient  to  take  up  the  resolution. 
Inrormation  had  been  required,  which  would  not 
probably  be  received  for  some  days.  In  the  in- 
terim a  decision  might  be  had  on  the  resolution. 
The  subject  had  been  so  long  before  the  House, 
and  had  been  so  fully  discussed,  that  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  occasion  for  much  debate,  nor  did  he 
think  the  irritation  alluded  to  by  his  colleague, 
would  take  place.  He  hoped,  if  the  subject  was 
entered  upon,  the  discussion  would  be  conducted 
with  that  prudence  and  temper  that  were  essential 
to  the  discovery  of  truth. 
The  mouon  was  agreed  to^yeas  65. 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLATES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  impo- 
sing a  duty  on  slaves  imported  into  the  United 
Slates. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Gbegg,  requiring  the 
duty  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  entry,  was  agreed  to 
— ^yeas  54,  nays  24. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  moved,  with  the  view  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  business,  that  the  Committee  should 
rise. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  J.  Ran- 


435 


fflSTORT  OF  CQBWmBBS. 


436 


H.  OF  R. 


Importation  pf  l^atet. 


Pbvruakt,  1806. 


DOLPH,  and  Holland,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
8milie.  Fisk,  Sloan,  and  Southard;  and  disa- 
greed to — yeas  42,  nap  61. 
^  Mr.  BiDWELL  observed,  that  it  bad  been  object- 
ed by  several  gentlefnen,  particularly  by  one  of 
bis  colleagiies,  cgaintt  this  bill,  laying  a  doty  of 
fen  dollars  a  head  on  the  importation  of  slaves, 
that  it  would  virtually  sanction  and  legalize  the 
practice,  bv  making  it  a  soarce  of  revenae.  The 
objectton,'ne  thought,  was  not  well  founded,  be- 
cause the  legality  or  illegality  of  snch  importa* 
tion  was  not  within  the  control  of  the  General 
Government.  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent 
the  importation  until  the  year  1808.  All  they 
were  authorized,  in  the  meantime,  to  do  towards 
its  prevention,  was  to  lay  a  ten  dollar  duty.  If 
they  had  authority  to  prohibit,  and  insteaa  of  a 
pronibition,  should  levy  a  tax,  it  might  be  said, 
with  some  propriety,  that,  by  so  doing,  they  com- 
paratively encouraged  the  trade.  Or  if,  after  the 
time  when  a  prohibition  can,  by  the  Constitution, 
be  laid,  Congress  shall  suffer  a  tax  only  to  be  con- 
tinued, the  censure  may  be  incurred.  He  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  continuance  of  the 
tax  ought  to  be  limited  to  that  time.  Accord- 
ingly, he  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "hereafter,"  in  the  fourth  line,  the 
words  ^  and  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  ana  eight." 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  by  way  of  objection,  that  it 
was  not  yet  certain  that  such  a  prohibition  would 
then  be  imposed.  * 

Mr.  BiDWfiLL  replied,  that  whether  a  prohibi- 
tion should  then  be  adopted  or  not,  he  thought  it 
would  be  objectionable  to  continue  a  tax,  as  Con- 

fress  will  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  practice 
y  prohibition.  Indeed,  he  was  convinced  that 
an  act  might  now  be  passed  prohibiting  such  im- 
portation after  a  limited  time ;  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted  by  the  Committee,  he 
would  move,  as  a  further  amendment,  an  addi- 
tional section  to  that  effect. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  BiDWELL. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee 
having  adopted  an  amendment,  limiting  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  proposed  tax  to  the  period  preced- 
ing the  year  1808, 1  will  now,  in  performance  of 
my  promise,  move  an  additional  section,  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  altogether  after  that  time. 
Before  I  submit  the  motion,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
some  of  the  reasons  whicti  induce  me  to  make  it, 
and  on  which  its  propriety  must  depend.  In  do- 
ing this,  it  is  not  necessary  to  trace  the  history  of 
the  slave  trade.  It  is  equally  unnecessary  to  con- 
sider it,  as  it  respects  the  principles  of  justice  and 
morality.  It  is  sufficient  to  view  it  in  the  light 
of  policy  alone,  and  that  only  on  a  national  scale. 
For  with  the  political  interests  of  the  particular 
States,  any  further  than  they  make  a  part  of  the 
national  policy,  we  have  no  concern.  It  belongs 
not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  each  State  to  regulate  its  own  internal  affairs, 
in  this  as  well  as  other  respects.  The  States  have 
adopted  their  own  systems.  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  told  us  that  that  State  complained 
of  it,  as  one  of  the  grievances  to  which  they  were 


subjected,  under  the  British  Crown,  that  the  King 
in  Council  negatived  the  acts  of  their  Li^ialatiire^ 
prohibiting  any  further  importation  of  slaves; 
and  that,  as  soon  as  they  were  freed  from  British 
shackles  by  the  Revolution,  they  passed  a  prohib* 
itory  act.  The  policy  was  honorable  and  just. 
Other  gentlemen  have  mentioned  similar  kiws  in 
their  respective  States.  I  may  be  permitted  to 
add,  that  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  in  this  House,  has  gone  farther. 
Our  Constitution  l&as  declared  that  '*  all  men  are 
born  free."  The  construction  given  to  this  Con- 
stitutional declaration  by  our  Supreme  Judiciary 
is,  that  no  penon  properly  belongmg  to  the  States 
can  be  a  slave.  Thns  slavery  was  abolished  at 
once ;  and  however  danseroiis  snch  an  experiment 
might  be  in  some  other  States,  it  was  there  eiecled 
with  perfect  safety,  as  the  number  of  slaves  was 
small.  Although  I  rejoiee  in  this  total  abolitioa 
of  slavery  in  Massachusetts,  I  would  not,  as  an  in- 
habitant or  representative  of  that  State,  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  regulations  of  other 
States  respecting  the  condition  of  their  inhabit- 
ants; nor  would  I  consider  the  question  of  prohi- 
bition, now  before  us,  on  any  other  than  natioixal 
grounds.  No  political  troth,  however,  is  plainer 
to  my  mind,  tnan  that  a  further  importation  of 
slaves  is  contrary  to  the  true  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  will  weaken  us  as  a  nation ;  it  will 
raider  us  more  vulnerable  in  many  points ;  it  will 
inorease  the  danger  of  insurrections  within,  and 
invasions  from  abroad.  The  maxims  of  sound 
policy,  therefore^  urge  us  to  prevent  such  forthw- 
importation,  as  far  as  it  may  be  praeiicabfte.  We 
ought  not  to  rest  satisfied  with  State  prohibitioaa, 
even  if  every  State  had  prohibitory  laws.  It  is  a 
rreat  o^tiopal  interest,  and  oocht  to  be  guarded 
by  an  act  of  the  National  Legislature,  if  indeed  it 
is  within  our  Constitutional  limits.  On  this  pmnt 
I  am  sensible  a  new  doctrine  has  been  broached 
and  held  by  some  jg^ntlemen  whose  judgments  I 
value  very  highly  in  other  cases,  although  I  differ 
from  them  in  this,  that  the  Importation  of  slaves 
cannot  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  even  after  the 
year  1808.  The  sum  of  the  reasqnini;,  in  which 
this  novel  doctrine  is  attempted  to  be  supported, 
is,  that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  providing 
that  the  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
existing  Stales  might  think  ptopet  to  admit  sb^il 
not  be  prohibited  prior  to  1808,  is  a  mere  negative 
provision,  without  any  positive  words  of  grant, 
and  does  not  consequently  five  Congress  a  power 
to  lay  such  a  prohibition  after  that  time;  and  all 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved.  I  agree,  sir, 
that  this  clause  grants  Congress  no  authority  on 
the  subject  although  it  evidently  implies  that  such 
authority  is  granted  in  some  other  part  of  the 
ConsMtution ;  for  it  would  be  useless  and  nu^- 
tory  to  restrain  until  a  certain  time  the  exercise 
of  a  power  which  does  not  exist,  and  cannot  there- 
fore be  exercised  at  all.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution must  have  understood,  that,  without  such 
a  restriction.  Congress  might  proceed  to  an  im- 
mediate pronibition ;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
the  restriction,  a  prohibition  may  be  laid  after  the 
limited  time.    The  authority  in  question  is  on* 
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doubledly  Tested  in  Congress :  it  is  fairly  included 
10  the  general  power  to  regulate  -comtneree  with 
foreign  nations.  As  a  part  of  the  regulation  of 
commerce,  Congress  may  directly  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  any  article  of  commerce;  or  mny  do 
It  indireotlv,  by  prohibitory  duties.  The  pronibi- 
tion  may  be  applied  to  any  article  which  is  a 
subject  of  merchandise,  as  everything  is  which  is 
liable  to  be  bought  and  sold.  Biwhisaslave.  The 
▼ery  principle  of  slavery  is  that  the  slave  is  the 
property  of  his  master,  subject  to  transfer  by  bar- 
gain and  sale.  This  is  indeed  to  be  lamented,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  justly  observed, 
but  It  is  nevertheless  true.  Slaves  are  therefore 
articles  of  merchandise,  and,  as  such,  their  import- 
ation may  be  prohibited. 

The  Coastitutiqnal  restriction  applies  only  to 
the  importation,  not  the  exportation,  of  slaves; 
and  it  extends  ooly  to  the  states  existing  at  the 
date  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  to  the  Territoria 
of  the  United   States.     Accordingljr,  CongceJi 
have  already,  by  law,  prohibitec)  the •  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  Territories.   There  are  also  two 
acts  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the 
United  States  to  .any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
the  transportation  of  slaves  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  from 
one  foreign  port  or  place  to  another.    Under  what 
authority  were  these  prohibitory  laws  created? 
Under  tne  general  power  to  regulate  commerce. 
The  same  authority  will  equally  warrant  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States  after  the  time  specified  in  the  Constitution. 
Bat  can  we  now  pass  an  act  for  that  purpose  ?    I 
think  we  may,  consistentlj  with  both  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.    The  object  of 
the  restrictive  clause  was,  to  secure  to  every  State 
which  might  wish  to  exercise  it,  a  right  to  admit 
slaves  until  the  time  limited.    The  limitation  has 
reference  to  the  termination  of  this  right  by  the 
commencement  of  a  prohibition,  and  not  to  the 
date  of  the  act  by  virtue  of  which  such  prohibi- 
tion might  be  introduced.    The  words  are,  the 
importation  ^^  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress 
prior  to  the  year  1808."    If  we  now  pass  an  act 
prohibiting,  after  that  time,  such  importation,  it  is 
clear  that,  until  that  time,  the  law  will  not  take 
effect — the  prohibition  will  not  cornmence;  in 
other  words  there  will  be  no  prohibition.    In  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  the  importation  will 
not  be  probiluted  prior  to  the  year  1808.    The  act 
will,  in  this  respect,  be  like  many  others  which  go 
into  operation  not  immediately  after  their  pas- 
sage, but  at  a  specified  future  day. .  This  is  not  an 
unnsoal  mode  of  legislation. 

Being  aatisfied  that  we  are  now  authorized  to 
legislate  on  the  subject.  I  think  it  is  expadieot  to 
aaopt  a  permanent  pronibition,  and  to  make  it  a 
prt  of  the  present  bill.  This  is  a  delicate  and 
irritating  subject.  Judging  of  the  sentiments  of 
others  by  my  own,  1  believe  most  of  us  are  reluc- 
tantlv  called  to  act  on  it  at  all.  But  we  eapaot 
avoid  giving  our  vote  upon  the  bill;  and,  while 
we  are  about  it^  let  us  go  through  and  finish  the 
httsineas.  An  intermediate  tax  alone  will  not 
eoaplate  it«    To  reader  the  aystem  aitira  it  is 


necessary  to  add  a  final  prohibition.  To  do  it  on 
the  present  occasion,  will  effect  a  saving,  not  only 
of  time,  but  also  of  the  unpleasant  feelings  whicn 
may  otnerwise  be  exerted  oy  another  agitation  of 
the  subjcet.  Some  gentleoMn  have  considered 
the  tax  objectionable,  as  they  think  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  pointed  at  one  State,  whieh 
alone  continues  to  perm  it  the  importation  of  slaves, 
and  consequently  will  have  all  the  doty  to  pay. 
I  submit  to  those  gentlemen  whether  the  addition 
of  a  total  'and  permanent  prohibition,  operatin|[ 
alike  upon  all  the  States,  without  reoard  to  their 
exisliDg  laws,  will  not  remove  that  objection  and 
reconcile  them  to  the  measure?  In  another  point 
of  view,  it  appecn  to  me  reasonable  and  proper 
that  oor  system  on  this  subject  should  be  now  es- 
tablished, in  order  that  all  persons  concerned  may 
have  seasonable  notice  of  it,  that  there  may  be  no 
room  for  disappointment  or  surprise,  and  that  the 
world  may  know  the  policy  we  mean  to  pursue. 
For  these  reasons,  and  others  with  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  detain  the  Committee,  I  move  the 
following  section  in  addition  to  the  bill  under 
consideration : 

Be  it  j^rther  enacted,  That,  after  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hnodiad  and  seven,  no  person  ahall  directly  or  indirectly 
import  or  cause  to  be  imported,  or  aid  and  abet  in  im- 
porting, say  penon  as  a  slave,  into  a«y  port  or  place 
wilfaiD  the  United  States,  from  a  port  or  place  widiout 
the  same ;  and  no  person  shall  sell  or  bay  any  pcnon 
import^  as  afepesaid  into^ihe  United  States  after  the 
said  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hondnd 
and  seven,  knowing  him  or  her  to  have  been  so  im* 
ported  in  violation  of  this  act ;  and  every  person  so  o^ 
fending  and  being  thereof  convioted  before  a  district  or 
circuit  court  of  the  United  Stales,  (which  courts  ahall 
have  cognisance  thereof  within  their  respective  districts) 
shall,  for  every  such  oflence,  Ibrleit  and  pay  a  sum  not 

exceeding dollars,  and  suflfer  imprisonment,  for  a 

term  not  exceeding years ;  and  any  ship  or  vessel, 

which,  after  the  said  last  dav  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  shall,  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  be  employed 
in  importing  any  peraon,  or  have  on  board  any  person 
for  the  purpose  of  being  imported,  as  a  slave,  contrary 
to  this  act,  shall  be  forfotted,  together  with  her  tackle, 
fiimiture,  and  apparel,  and  may  be  libelled  and  condemn* 
ed  in  the  diatcict  or  ciicait  coort  of  the  United  States,  for 
any  district,  in  -which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found* 

Mr.  J.  Clat  was  sorry  this  additional  section 
was  brought  forward.  He  had  strong  doubts 
whether  Congress  possessed  the  Constitutional 
right  to  legislate  on  the  object  of  prohibition  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  If  this  doctrine  prevails,  where 
will  it  end?  The  Senate  and  President  have  a 
negative  upon  all  our  laws.  If  we  legislate  upon 
a  subject  before  any  occasion  calls  for  it,  what  as- 
surance have  we,  if  it  be  the  wish  of  the  people  to 
repeal  our  laws,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
will  concur  in  their  repeal  1  Have  we  a  right,  by 
an  adventitioos  majority,  to  bind  the  Union  here* 
aliier  1  If  bo,  it  may  be  contended  that  we  have 
a  right  to  bind  posterity  a* 'hundred  years  hence. 
No  man  was  more  anxious  than  himself  to  pro- 
hibit this  trade,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  violate 
what  he  ooacaived  a  Conatitational  impedimeoty 
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to  carry  a  favorite  point.  Heconceired  the  fNnff' 
er  at  present  to  pass  a  prohibitory  law  beyond  their 
power. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  extremely  questionable 
whether,  when  the  subjecf-jnatter  was  not  within 
their  power,  they  had  a  rigbt  to  legislate  on  it.  He 
should  suppose  the  fair  eoostruction  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  this.  The  Constitution  established 
a  system  for  the  good  of  all ;  in  delegating  pow* 
ers  it  says,  that  some  shall  not  be  exercised  within 
a  given  time ;  that  the  States-  mav  in  Che  mean 
time  act  upon«the  subjects  on  which  they  would 
be  most  likely  to  harmonize.  If  within  ttiis  time 
Tou  act  upon  subjects  calculated  to  excite  State 
lealousies,  one  great  object  of  the  inhibition  will 
be  lost.  Under  this  rie  w  of  the  subject,  he  thought 
the  observations  pf  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl* 
Tania  most  consonant  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Biowbll's 
amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  17. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  proposed  a  new  section 
prohibiting  the  introduction,  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
of  slaves  hereafter  imported  into  the  United  States. 

After  a  short  debate  on  this  motion,  the  Com* 
mittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  opposed  leave  beinff  given 
them  to  sit  again,  and  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Smilib 
anraorted  it. 

Mr.  D.  R«  Williams  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  have  leave  to  sit  again.  If  the  object 
of  bringing  forward  this  business  was  to  give  gen- 
tlemen an  opportunity  to  vent  their  spleen  against 
the  State  or  Sooth  Carolina,  they  had  enjoyed  it, 
when  they  had  painted  her  conduct  in  the  most 
odious  and  detestable  colors  their  ingenuity  could 
invent  $  when  they  had  cast  on  that  community, 
in  a  most  unmanly  manner,  all  the  opprobrium 
applicable  to  an  inhabitant  of  Newgate ;  and  had 
applied  to  a  whole  community  what  they  dare  not 
apply  to  a  single  individual  oi  it.  South  Carolina 
deserved  a  far  different  character  from  that  given 
her  by  those  gentlemen  who  had  taken  upon  tnem- 
selves  the  task  of  abuse.  Setting  aside  this  one 
blot  he  would  call  upon  gentlemen  to  comparB 
notes.  There  was  not  a  State  in  the  Union  wnich 
had  appropriated  so  much  money  for  objects  of 
munificence  and  improvement,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  literature,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor. 
Was  South  Carolina  backward  in  the  Revolution- 
ary contest,  or  deficient  in  the  number  of  her  pa- 
triots or  statesmen  1  There  sits  the  descendant  of 
as  brave  an  officer  as  ever  lived,  and  in  tbe  other 
branch  of  tbe  Legislature  is  to  be  seen  a  man  who 
may  be  called  the  hero  of  liberty ;  a  man  who  in 
the  worst  of  times  did  not  despair  of  the  Republic. 
And  are  we  now  to  be  anthematized  as  depraved 
and  abandoned  ?  There  is  another  reason  for  not 
giving  leave  to  tbe  Committee  to  sit  again.  Some 
gentlemen  seem  determined  to  plnnge  us  in  a  war, 
whether  we  will  or  not.  Is  this  a  proper  time  to 
destroy  tbe  harmony  that  subsists  among  tbe  dif- 
ferent members  of  this  Confederacy?  Shall  a 
man  spend  time  in  adjusting  the  tie  of  his  cravat 


when  the  hangman's  noose  is  at  his  neck  ?  Shall 
we  be  engaged  in  oar  little  divisions  when  the  en- 
emy is  at  our  door  ?  As  a  pledge  of  harmony  and 
conciliation,  I  hope  the  Committee  wiH  be  tefused 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  question  was  taken  at  a  late  houfj  and  leave 
given — yeas  73. 

Wednesday,  February  5. 

Mr.  John  C.  SMrra,  from  fhie  Committee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  making  an  approprianon 
^r  the  pajrment  of  witnesses,  and  other  expenses, 
on  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Reaolved.  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 

Sreasury  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
oals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Lookout,  and  the 
Frying-Pans,  and  to  have  such  an  examination 
made  of  them,  respectively,  as  will  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  erecting  a  likht-honse,  lighted  bea- 
con, or  buoy,  on  or  near  tne  extreme  points  oi 
either  of  them ;  and  that  the  committee  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  ftom  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fif^h  of  December  last,  pre- 
sented a  bill  removing  the  limitation  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  em- 
powering the  Legislature  thereof  to  increase  the 
number  of  Representatives  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  Electors ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Charles  Qoldsborouffh.  Esq.,  presenting  to 
Congress,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Robert  Henry  €rold»- 
borough,  of  Talbot  county,  in  the  State  of  Nbiry- 
land.  a  copy  of  the  works  of  the  late  Baron  Bynx- 
ershbek,  to  receive  a  place  in  their  library. 

Resolved^  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive and  take  charge  of  a  set  of  the  works  of  the 
late  Baron  Bynkershoek,  presented  to  Congress 
by  Robert  H.  Goldsborough,  of  Talbot  county,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  Speaxer  be 
requested  to  acknowledge,  by  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  said  Robert  H.  Golasboroogh,  the  acceptance 
of  the  said  books. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  N&tj  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  services  rendered  to  the  captiTe  crew  of  the  6jg^ 
«te  Philadelphia,  by  the  Danish  Consul  at  Tripoli. 

Mr.  Varnitm  observed,  that  considerable  li^ht 
would  be  thrown  on  the  extent  to  which  colonial 
products  were  exported  from  the  United  States, 
by  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  exports  for  which 
drawbacks  were  allowed.  He  therefore  mored 
the  following  resolution : 

Retohedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  derived  to  the  United  Stales 
fiDom  nwtfhandiee,  the  grairth»  prodnct,  or  manniiO" 
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tun  of  uaj  finreign  conntiy,  ivhioh  haye  httretoim  been 
inqwited  into  the  United  Statee  and  exported  from  the 
nme,  during  the  three  last  years. 
This  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

TRADE  WITH  GREAT  BRTTAn^. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSHiBLD  observed  that  the  House 
had,  on  the  third  insttst,  directed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  lay  bejfore  them  a  statements 
importa  and  exports  fit>m  Gkeat  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  two  last  years.  It  was 
probable  the  Secretary  would  not  be  able  to  fur- 
nish a  statement  for  the  year  1805;  but  that  he 
could  make  it  for  the  years  1803  and  1804.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  had  been  anxious,  when  this  subject 
was  before  the  House,  to  hare  received  a  state- 
ment for  the  year  1802.  Great  Britain  seizes  our 
ships,  loaded  with  colonial  produce,  on  the  idea 
that  we  did  not  eniov  the  colonial  trade  during  a 
period  of  peace,  whether  this  is  a  fact  will  be 
decided  by  the  statement  he  wished  to  obtain,  as 
the  year  1802  was  a  period  of  peace.  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded, by  moving  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
like  statement  of  exports  and  imports  for  the  year 
1802,  as  was  directed  on  the  third  instant,  to  be 
furnished  for  the  last  two  years. 

The  House  immediately  considered  this  resotu* 
tion,  and  agreed  Co  it. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAHV. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts having  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  arising 
out  of  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  as  that  subject  is  one  on  which  I  think  there 
cannot  be  too  much  deliberation  before  we  act,  or 
of  which  too  many  views  cannot  be  taken,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  some  resolutions 
which  I  have  drawn  up,  and  to  which  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House.  In  the  present  state  of 
our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  it  appears  to 
me  that  a  system  of  commercial  regulations, 
mild  and  yet  firm,  one  which  can  be  carried  into 
permanent  effect  without  much  inconvenience  to 
ourselves,  will  be  more  effectual  than  any  tempo- 
rarv  expedients.  If  we  are  disposed  to  adopt 
such  a  system,  it  will  be  looked  upon  by  foreign 
nations  as  one  in  which  we  are  likely  to  perse- 
vere. They  will  consider  its  probable  effects  in 
time  of  peace  upon  their  colonial  possessions,  and 
they  may  be  induced  to  enter  into  permanent  re^^u- 
ktions  opening  to  us  a  trade  witn  their  colonies. 
The  distinction  attempted  to  be  made  between  a 
war  trade  and  an  accustomed  trade  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  with  it  the  only  pretext  upon  which 
are  founded  the  vexations  ana  depredations  com- 
■litted  on  American  commerce.  The  present  is 
a  favorable  moment  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 
plan.  At  this  time  the  ports  of  the  belligerent 
Powers  are  open,  and  the  effect  of  the  measures, 
which  I  am  about  to  propose,  will  not  have  an 
immediate  distressing  eff*ect  upon  the  West  Indies. 
If  these  measures  are  taken,  the  Powers  of  Europe 
will  find  that,  unless  they  admit  our  ships  into 
their  colonial  ports  in  time  of  peace,  the  trade 
between  their  colonies  and  us  will  be  cut  off  by  a 
lystem  which  will  be  but  slightly  injarioui  to 


ourselves.  I  think,  I  repeat  it,  that  a  permanent 
system,  mild  but  firm,  will  be  more  likely  to  in- 
duce Great  Britain,  in  particular,  to  recede  from 
the  unjust  pretensions  sne  has  set  up,  than  more 
violent  and  extreme  measures  which,  from  their 
very  nature  and  their  injurious  consequences  to 
ourselves,  must  be  necessarily  temporary. 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  with  offering  the  following 
resolutions: 

Raohed,  That  after  the day  of next,  no 

trade  or  intereoune  in  any  ship  or  veasel  owned  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  any  dtisen  ar  subject  of  any  foreign 
Oovemment,  shall  bo  permitted  between  the  United 
States  or  their  Territanes,  and  any  port  or  place  in  the 
eoloniee  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power,  which 
trade  or  intercourse  is  not  permanently  permittad  by 
the  lawe  or  regulations  of  such  Buropean  Power,  to  be 
carried  on  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Ruohed^  That,  after  the day  of — aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  or  their  Territories,  in  any  ship 
or  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or 
subject  of  any  foreign  Government,  to  any  port  or  place 
in  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power, 
the  importation  of  which  into  such  port  or  place,  in 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  is  not  permanent- 
ly permitted  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Euro- 
pean Power. 

Ruohedt  That,  after  the  — — «  day  of aforesaid, 

no  goods,  warea,  or  merdbandise,  shall  be  imported  into 
the-  United  Slates  or  their  Territories,  in  any  ship  or 
vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citisen  or  sub> 
ject  of  any  foreign  Government,  fit>m  any  port  or  place 
in  the  eoloniee  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power, 
the  ezportetlm  of  which  from  such  port  or  place,  in 
ships  or  vsssds  of  the  United  Stetes,  is  not  permanent* 
ly  permitted  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Euro* 
pean  Power. 

Raolvedt  That,afterthe day  of aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into 
the  United  States,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  any  dtisen  or  subiectof  any  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, excepting  artides  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufocture  of  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  such  for- 
eign Government,  unless  such  unportetion  be  expressly 
permitted  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
such  foreini  Government,  or  unless  during  a  war  in 
which  the  United  Stetes  may  be  a  party. 

The.  House  immediately  considered  these  reso- 
lutions, and  referred  them  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  imposing  a  duty 
of  ten  dollars  oa  every  slave  imported  mto  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  as  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  seemed  to  think  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  intended  to  defeat  it,  he  woirid  withdraw 
it,  and  make  it  the  subject,  of  a  distinct  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Jackson  offered  a  new  section^  the  object 
of  which  was  to  prohibit  the  importation  into  the 
United  States  of  all  slaves,  brought  either  from 
abroad  or  from  any  State,  except,  m  the  latter  ease, 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States  removing  to  a 
Territory  to  settle  therein. 
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Mr.  Jaoksoh  viewed  this  proviaion  as  neces- 
sary, in  coDsequeoceof  a  legal  coostruction  given 
to  an  act  of  the  last  session,  which  allowed  the 
iinj>ortatioa  of  slaves  from  abroad  into  Louifiiana. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Alstoji, 
Sly,  Mobhow,  Spalding,  and  Sloan,  who  either 
viewed  it  as  inexpedient  in  itself,  or  as  proper  to 
be  introduced  into  a  distinct  bill. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  as  it  was  the  wish  of  his 
friends  he  would  withdraw  the  motion^  and  offer 
it  on  another  occasion. 

No  farther  amendments  having  been  oiered 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agreement 
to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report. 

The  amendment,  limiting  the  imposition  ot  the 
tax  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1808,  was  disa- 
greed to ;  and  the  other  amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jaokson  inquired  what  the  effeets  would 
be  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  cargo,  in  case  slaves 
were  smuggled  into  the  United  States  ?  Would 
they  be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States? 
He  did  not  wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  said,  he  had  voted  for  the 
resolution ;  but  the  defects  in  the  detaib  of  the 
bill  were  so  glaring,  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  tnat  it  might  be  so 
modified  as  to  cure  these  defects ;  or,  that  in  case 
it  were  found  insusceptible  of  modification,  it 
might  be  rejected.  Mr.  S.  accordingly  moved  the 
recommitment  of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Jackson  advocated  this  motion,  and  re- 
marked that  the  proviso  of  the  bill  that  declared 
the  duty  should  not  be  construed  as  jgl^iog  a  sanc- 
tion to  the  importation  of  slaves,  offered  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  either  rejecting  or  recommitting 
it.  How  could  this  language  oe  used  with  po- 
priety  in  a  law,  when  the  Constitution,  the  highest 
authority,  authorized  the  trade? 

Mr.  di^iNCY  spoke  to  the  like  effect,  and  ibrther 
inquired,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  gentle- 
men to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  slaves 
navigating  the  ships  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  HAeTiNoa  aod  Sloan  defended  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  as  perfectly  correct*  They  ob- 
served that  slaves  were  considered  as  property^  as 
merchandise,  and  could  only,  therefore,  in  the 
bill  be  treated  as  such. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost — ayes  39, 
noes  61. 

Mr.  Crownimsbiblp  spoke  against  the  bill,  and 
moved  its  postponem^it  to  an  indefinite  day. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Smith^  TAOOAar,  and  Rbia 
of  Tennessee,  supported;  and  Messrs^  Sloan, 
Elmeb,  and  Shimb,  opposed  the  motion  $  when 
the  yeas  and  jiays  were  called  on  it,  ^d  were — 
yeas  42,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

YsAs— WilUfl  Alston,  jr-^CtoorgeM.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  Phsnuel  Bishop,  WiUiam  Bkckledge,  Joseph 
Bryan,  WilUam  Butler,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Fradendi  Con- 
rad, Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  EUas  Earie,  Pe- 
ter Early,  James  Elliot,  James  M.  Qamett,  Edwin 
Gray,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Joaei, 


Thomas  Kmmb,  Robert  Maxkm,  Josii^  Mesleta,  Wd^ 
liam  McCieeiT,  David  Meriwether,  ThammM  Moon^ 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  ThoBMS  M.  Randolph,  Joim  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sanford,  O'Brien  Smith,  Thom- 
as Spalding,  Samuel  Tsggart,  Samuel  Tenn^,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  David  R.  Williams, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats— Isaae  Aadenon,  John  Ardier,  Jeseph  Backei; 
John  Blake,  ir.,  Thsmas  Blount,  Robert  Biown,  John 
Chandler,  John  Olaiheme,  Joseph  CUv,  Leonaid  Cof^ 
ington,  Richard  Cntts,  Ears  Daiby,  EbeDeaer  EhMi, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  £pfM»,  WUliam  Fiadl^,  Jam« 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peteraon  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Greg^ 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Balscy,  John  HamilUm,  Setk 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  Dand  Heufl^,  Nehemisk 
Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Josej^  Lewii, 
junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magmder,  Nicholas  R, 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  Q.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah NeUon,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, Gideon  Olin,  John  Pogh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Jacob  Richards,  John  RoMell,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneser 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Ssuth, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Soutbaid,  Ricteud 
Stanford,  Joee^  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Uri  Tra47,  Abtam  Trigg,  PhSip  V«b  Cott. 
landt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadswortii,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehilU  EUphalet  Wickea,  Mar- 
madttke  Williaau^  Alexander  Wilson,  and  John  Win- 
ston. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  strikeout  the  proviso  of 
the  bill,  which  motion  was  disagreed  to ;  when 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow — ayes  69. 


TauBSDAY,  February  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  South  Carolina, 
Richard  Win n,  appeared,  produced  bis  creden- 
tials, was  qualiiSLed,  and  took  his  seal  ia  the 
House. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Piennsyivania,  were  presented  lo  the 
House  and  read,  praying  an  amendment  of  the 
second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Coastita* 
tion  of  the  United  States,  which  extends  the  jodi* 
cial  power  of  the  United.  States  to  controversies 
between  pitizens  of  different  Sutes,  betwe^i  citi- 
zens of  the  same  State  claiming  lands  under 
grants  of  different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or 
the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  ciuzenS) 
or  subjects. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hou» 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  bill  laying  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  on  every 
slave  imported  into  the  United  States,  wns  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  John  G.  Smith  stated,  in  a  more  detailed 
way,  the  obiections  previously  offered  to  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  bill,  and  moved  its  recommitment 
to  a  select  committee,  in  which  the  House  cQaear- 
red  without  a  division. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  about  12  o'clock: 
Whereupon,  the  galleries  were  cleared.  They 
remained  cleared  until  near  4  o'clock,  when  the 
House  adjourned. 
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A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  American  Con- 
veotion  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
signed  by  Gersham  Craft,  their  President,  was 
presented  to  the  House  ana  read,  praying  that  the 
act  of  Congress^  passed  on  the  tenth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred,  entitled  *^An  act  m 
addition  to  the  act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the 
slave  trade  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
place  or  country,"  may  be  so  far  amended,  that 
the  forfeitures  therein  declared  may  inure,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  an^  the 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States;  that 
written  testimony,  taken  in  the  form  prescribed 
to  maintain  civil  suits,  may  be  received  and  have 
effect  in  th^  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  that  persons  coavicted  of  offences 
against  the  said  act,  may  be  disqualified  to  hold 
any  office  under  the  United  States. 

Referred  to  Messrs.  Finoley,  Stanton,  EtY, 
Marion^  and  Nicholson,  to  examine  and  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House.  ' 

Mr.  Gr BOG, from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
reported  that  it  was  expedient  to  pass  without 
amendment  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  to 
repeal  so  much  of  an  act  to  regulate  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  as 
requires  the  actual  settlement  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Gregg  observed  that  the  committee  had 
been  induced  to  make  this  report  in  consequence 
of  the  terms  of  a  former  law  not  having  been  com- 
plied with,  from  a  number  of  tracts  belonging  to 
minors,  and  from  several  tracts  being  so  broken  as 
not  to  admit  of  settlement;  and  inasmuch  as  no 
condition  of  settlement  had  been  attached  to  any 
other  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Snohedf  That  a  cominittM  be  appointed  te  inqiiin 
whether  any,,  and  if  any,  what  additfonal  proviiioas  are 
necMsaiy  to  prerrent  the  importatioki  of  siavas  into  the 
temtMiet  of  tbo  United  Stetea. 

A  committee  of  &ye  members  were  appointed. 

The  Hoaae  then  weat  into  a  Cooamittee  of  the 
Whole  4>n  tbe  bill  fixisg  the  compensation  of  the 
officers  of  the  two  Houses. 

At  the  insUoce  of  Mr.  TALLManos,  the  hill  was 
>o  modified  as  to  repeal  the  existing  kw,  and  to 
ibrmanew  one,  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
respective  officers  at  their  present  rates,  exseptiag 
the  compensations  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
I)oorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses^  which  are  fixed 
tt  $950  a  year,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeepers  at 
1900  each,  with  an  inhibition  to  make  any  addi- 
tion to  the  fixed  compensations  of  the  officers  by 
an  allowance  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
lading  on  Monday — ayes  69. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  CaowNiNSHiBLn  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Reached,  that  the  Secsretary  of  .the  Tieasory  he  di- 
i^Bcted  to  lay  bslbm  this  Hoase  a  statement  of  the  ex* 
potts  frsm  tho  United  Statesofatt  foraign  goods^waies, 


and  merdiandisa,  during  the  last  finee  yean,  which 
have  not  been  particular^  directed  to  be  made  by  the 
resolution  of  the  third  and  fifth  instant 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marion,  the  House  went  in* 
to  a, Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  oc 
South  Carolina,  authorizing  the  imposition  of  a 
tonnage  duty  by  the  City  Council  or  Charleston. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  with  sundry  amendments, 
in  which  theHoase  concurred,  and  ordered  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Mon« 
dai^—ayes  fio. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con* 
gross  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  give  to  Tennessee 
power  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  granted  by  North 
Carolina,  agreeably  to  a  compact  between  the  two 
States.  Having  passed  through  the  Committee 
without  amendment,  the  House  took  it  into  con- 
sideration :  when,  after  some  explanations  relative 
to  the  nature  of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  l/BiB  said  he  had  long  been  of  opinion  that 
the  present  mode  of  keeping  the  Journal  of  the 
House  was  incorrect.  He  had  always  thought 
that  the  name  of  the  naoyer  of  every  proposition 
should  appear  on  the  Journal,  and  t&at  the  Jour- 
nal should  be  so  kept  as  to  enable  the  people  to  be 
fully  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  theic 
Representatives.  To  make  an  inquiry  on  this 
subject,  he  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Rewfoedf  That  a  oossmittee  be  appointed  to  inquirs 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  standing  rales 
and  orders  of  the  Honse  so  &ras  to  prasoribe  the  mode 
of  keeping  the  Journal. 

Mr.  Smilib  considered  the  motion  as  nnneces* 
sary. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  agreed 
to*-^yes  66--«nd  a  committee  of  five  members 
appointed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,  agreeably  to  notice  given  by 
him  yesterday,  made  the  following  motion : 

M^ohedt  bjjf  the  Senaie  and  Hthtat  ofRtpnnmta^ 
Uvea  of  the  United  Siate$  of  America,  in  G&ngre$8  a$^ 
Hmbkd,  twihihirds  of  both  Houeea  eoneurring.  That 
the  ibilowing  article  be  sabmittod  to  the  Legislatares 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  the  Legislatares  of  three-fourths  of  the  said  States, 
shall  be  ▼aJid  and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Sutes: 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme,  and  all  other  courts 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  by 
the  President,  on  the  joint  address  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  reqnesting  the  same. 

The  House  havingagreed  to  consider  the  motion, 
it  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,  re^ 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  gave  notice  that  he  should 
oali  up  this  motion  on  Tharsday. 
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NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Hoase  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  relative  to  a  Naval  Peace  Establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Qreog  explained  at  some  length  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  bill.  The  bill,  he  said,  correspond- 
ed with  the  intimations  of  the  President  relative 
to  giving  an  opening  to  the  promotion  of  several 
officers  who  had  greatly  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  Mediterranean  service.  He  stated  that  the 
bill  contemplated  giving  the  President  power  to 
keep  in  service  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  able 
and  ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  making  twp-thirds 
of  the  full  coifi{dement  of  six  frigates,  two  of  forty- 
four  ^uns,  two  of  thirty-six,  and  two  of  thtrty*two ; 
that  It  contemplated  the  increasing  the  number 
of  captains  from  ten  to  thirteen  $  tne  creation  of 
nine  masters  commandant,  and  the  increase  of 
lieutenants  from  thirty-six  to  seventy-two.  This 
arrangement  was  proposed,  in  order  to  give  to  the 
young  officers  in  the  navy  that  rank  and  reward 
merited  by  them,  and  to  enable  the  doing  this, 
without  interfering' with  the  rules  of  promotion 
usual  in  the  naval  service. 

Mr.  Leib  spoke  against  the  feature  df  the  bill 
that  augmented  the  number  of  officers.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  indeed,  a  pension  bill,  and  to  make 
large  allowances  witnout  services  rendered.  It 
also  contemplated  the  keeping  six  frigates  in  ser- 
vice, and  provides  for  them  thirteen  captains,  nine 
master-commandants  and  seventy-two  lieutenants. 
He  did  not  consider  the  Treasury  in  such  a  state 
of  overflow  as  to  justify  this  liberality. 

Mr.  Gbboo  said  the  gentleman  had  misunder- 
stood his  remarks  as  weU  as  the  nature  of  the  bill, 
which,  so  far  from  directing  six  frigates  to  be  kept 
innctoat  service^  repealed  that  part  of  a  former 
law  which  containea  this  provision. 

No  motion  having  been  made  to  amend  the  bill, 
the  Chairman  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the  re- 
maining sections ;  When 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBODQH  expressed  his  opinion  that 
the  bill  required  considerable  amendment,  and 
that  he  had  understood  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  that  its  provisions  were  not  consonant  to 
that  system  which  he  considered  the  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  service.  With  a  view  to 
obtain  fuller  information  relative  to  the  subject,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

This  motion  obtained^^  without  opposition,  when 
the  Committee  rose  and  received  leave  to  sit  again. 

MoNnAY,  February  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Duncan  McFar- 
LAND,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,^'  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 


State  of  North  Carolina  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  ^An  net  to 
regrulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
ofthe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives'' was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tbnney,  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  presented  to  the  House  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  "  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States,  so  as  to  au- 
thorize and  empower  Congress  topassa  law,  when- 
ever they  may  deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the 
further  importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color, 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  part  thereof;" 
which  were  read,  And  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Christopher  Qreenup,  Grovemor  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  transmitting  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  said  State,  to£[ether  with 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company ;  which  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
BoTLE,  Mr.  Dickson,  Mr.  T.  W.  Thompson,  Mr. 
J.  MoRBow,  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Trigo,  and  Mr. 
Darby  ;  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  G.  Macan  and  others,  man- 
agers on  behalf  of  "  the  Louisiana  Company"  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  a  grant  ofthe  public 
lands^  on  parts  adiacent  to  the  river  Mississippi, 
and  m  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Loais,  on  such 
terms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  Congress  may 
judge  propen  to  aid  them  in  establishing  a  colony, 
consisting  oi  all  such  mechanics  and  professional 
characters  as  may  be  necessarv  to  the  welfare  of 
the  intended  settlement.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Crowninsbibld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  biil  de- 
claring the  town  of  Jersej,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  dehvery,  and  lo  provide  for 
a  light-house  on  Wood  island ;  which  was  i«ad 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  tweotyseventh  of  December  last, 
a  resolution  of  the  House  "  to  inqnire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  erecting  the  port  of  Newcastle,  in  the 
district  of  Delaware,  into  a  port  of  entry ,''  ooade 
a  report  thereon ;  wnich  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Evolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  whether  any  amendments 
should  be  made  in  the  standing  roles  of  the  House 
relative  to  confidential  communications. — Refier- 
red  to  a  committee  of  five  members. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  aa* 
thorizing  the  imposition  of  a  tonnage  duty  by  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  was  read  a  third  time. 

Messrs.  J*  CI.AT  and  Marion  supported,  and 
Mr.  CnowNiNBHiSLn  opposed  the  bill,  which,  oa 
the  question  being  taktti,  was  paaed— yens  S2. 
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Imporlatumg  from  Great  Britain, 
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IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said  he  wished  to  lay  on  the 
tabie  a  resolatioa  relative  to  the  subsisriDg  differ- 
ences  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, on  which  sereral  resolations  had  already 
been  offered.    When  this  sabject  first  came  into 
notice,  at  an  early  period  of  tne  session,  he  had 
foreseen  that  it  might  lead  to  the  proposition  of 
-plsLus  which  might  deeply  affect  the  revenue  of 
the   Government.     He  was,  thereforCi  anxious 
that  it  might  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
IVays  and  Means,  in  whose  hands  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  revenue  was  placed.    To  this 
committee  it  was  referred  in  the  first  instance. 
But  the  House  afterwards  thought  fit  to  discbarge 
that  committee  from  its  consideration,  and  to  re- 
fer it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  N.  observed  that  it  was  with  great  defer- 
ence that  he  undertook  to  offer  any  resolutions 
embracing  objects  of  such  importance  as  the  dif- 
ferences between  Great  Britain  and  this  country. 
If  the  subject  had  remained  with  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meads,  or  with  any  other  select 
committee,  a  set  of  resolutions  in  a  digested  form 
mfg^ht  have  been  expected,  and  it  might  have 
been  shown  in  what  manner  and  to  what  extent 
the  revenue  would  probably  be  affected.  When. 
boweyer,  resolutions  were  offered  by  individual 
members,  it  was  impossible  to  offer  any  such  cal- 
culations, and  the  subject  would  consequently 
come  before  the  House  m  an  undigested  form. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  had  seen  two  propositions, 
neither  of  which  he  liked.  One  was  a  resolution 
offered  by  agentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Grcog.)  When  he  considered  that  our  importa- 
tions from  Great  Britain  amounted  annually  to 
about  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the 
whole  of  this  trade  was,  according  to  the  propo* 
ait  ion  of  the  gentleman,  to  be  prohibited;  and  it 
was  also  considered  that  the  average  amount  of 
duties  on  articles  imported  from  Great  Britain 
was  twenty  per  cent.,  it  would  at  once  be  seen 
that  the  measure  would  affect  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  annually. 

Nor  did  it,  in  offering  these  resolutions,  appear 
to  have  been  taken  into  view,  that  while  th^ 
measure  had  a  very  material  effect  on  the  reve- 
nue, it  had  likewise  an  immediate  effect  on  the 
habits  ot  our  citizens  who  consumed  goods  im- 
ported from  Britain.    With  regard  to  the  single 
article  of  cotton,  its  prohibition  would  operate  in 
three  different  wa vs.    In  the  first  place,  the  wants 
of  our  people  will  be  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  prohibition  of  cotton  goods ;  in  tne  second 
phiee,  tiie  revenue  would  he  affected  by  it ;  and 
in  the  last  place,  it  was  extremely  probable  that 
the  foreign  demand  for  the  raw  material  we  fur* 
ninh  would  be  considerably  diminished;    A  sin- 
gle fact  would  evince  this  with  some  force.    In 
the  year  1791,  there  were  exported  to  Liverpool 
64  bales  of  cotton ;  and  in  the  first  nine  months 
of  1805  there  had  been  exported  to  the  same  place 
93^000  bales.    This  would  show  what  the  effect 
might  be  of  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of 
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articles  aianofaetured  from  cotton  in  Great  Brit- 
ain on  the  demand  for  the  raw  material  we  fur- 
nish. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  seen  anotherpropositioUj  not 
offered,  indeed,  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  elsewhere,  (alluding,  it  is  supposed^  to  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  in  tne  Senate,)  which  did  not 
go  to  the  extent  of  the  motion  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  therefore  was  not  so  de- 
leterious in  its  effects,  but  which,  in  his  judgment, 
was  extremelv  objectionable.  This  proposition 
went  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  woollens  of  all 
descriptions,  linens,  nails,  bats,  looking-glasses, 
rum,  hardware,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes,  rib- 
bons, silks,  plated  and  glass  wares. 

In  this  list  there  were  four  articles  of  great  im- 

B>rtanee  with  which  we  are  supplied  from  Great 
ritain.  which  our  habits,  at  least,  have  enrolled 
on  the  list  of  necessaries,  and  with  which  we  can- 
not be  supplied  either  by  ourselves  or  by  other 
nations.  With  coarse  woollens  we  are  supplied 
altogether  from  Great  Britain,  and  we  cannot 
procure  them  elsewhere.  Mr.  N.  said  he  had  taken 
some  pains  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  German 
manufactures,  and  he  was  convinced,  from  the 
information  he  had  received,  that  we  could  get, 
neither  from  Germany  nor  Holland,  those  coarse 
cloths  which  are  extensively  consumed  in  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States,  and  he  presumed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  except  by  those 
who  moved  in  the  higher  walks  of  li/e.  In  Hol- 
land and  Brabant  there  were  some  such  manu- 
factures, but  they  were  too  narrow  to  supply  us 
with  any  considerable  quantity  of  them. 

That  kind  of  rum  which  we  derive  from  Ja- 
maica, Antigua,  aad  Barbadoes,  and  from  which 
a  large  revenue  is  obtained,  Mr.  N.  presumed  was 
not  to  be  got  elsewhere ;  as  the  whole  of  this  arti- 
cle which  was  imported  into  the  United  States 
was  consumed,  and  no  part  6f  it  exported,  it  fol- 
lowed of  course  that  the  revenue  would  be  dimin- 
ished in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  prohi- 
bition. 

The  manufactures  of  Birmingham  and  Shef- 
field, going  generally  by  the  name  of  hardware, 
could  be  got  no  where  else.  The  whole  of  these 
imported  were  consumed  in  the  United  States^ 
and  their  prohibition  would  have  the  same  effect 
on  our  revenue. 

Of  salt,  which  was  imported  from  different 
countries,  and  which  amounted  annually  to  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  bushels,  not  more  than  the 
one-hundredth  part  was  exported.  By  diminish- 
in|f  the  quantity  imported,  we  both  increase  the 
pnee  of  the  article  and  decrease  the  amount  of 
the  revenne. 

Mr.  N.  said,  that  the  course  which  seemed  to 
him  most  proper,  was  to  select  among  the  manu- 
factures ot  Great  Britain  such  articles  as  we  im- 
port from  thence,  and  can  supply  ourselves  with 
oy  our  own  industry,  or  obtain  from  other  coun- 
tries. This  would  present  to  Great  Britain  a 
plan  that  would  at  once  be  seen  to  be  practicable. 
By  laying  a  prohibition  on  the  importation  of  all 
articles  received  from  Great  Britain  or  her  colo- 
nies one  of  two  effects  muat  ensge.    Sithei  we 
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Bh«li  be  lno^hed  at  by  Qreat  Brimio  and '  other 
Buropean  Powers  for  adopting  a  system  altoge* 
ther  impracticable,  because  we  can  not  adhere  to 
if ;  or  we  shall  famish  to  her  Minister,  whose 
ciiaraoter  fur  decision  is  well  known,  a  pretext 
for  sweeping  the  ocean  of  erery  dollar  of  Amer- 
icnn  property  aioat  on  it. 

Iff  on  the  contmry)  we  adopt  a  system  which 
is  practicable,  to  which  it  is  seen  that  we  can 
adhere  witbcnt  injarin^  ourselres,  and  which 
wiU  materially  afiecl  Britain,  we  may  hope  that 
measures  will  be  taken  by  hex  Goirernment  for 
the  adjasiment  of  our  diiereaces,  and  the  ren- 
dering us  complete  jjustice. 

Mr.  N.  then  submitted  the  following  reeoluiion: 

Hwihed%  That,  from  and  after  the day  of -*«- 

next*  the  following  artklea,  being  of  the  growth,  or  man- 
ufrriares  of  Gieat  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 
coloniea  or  dependencies  of.  Great  Britain,  oaght  to  be 
pvehiliited  by  law  from  being  imported  into  Uie  United 
States, or  into  the  territories  thereoC  via: 

All  articles  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of  chief 
Talue ;  all  articles  of  vvJiich  tin  or  brass  is  -the  material 
of  chief  value,  tin  in  sheets  excepted ;  all  articles  of 
which  hemp  or  flax  is  the  material  of  chief  value ;  all 
articles  of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  value ; 

woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  exceed' ; 

woollen  hosiery  of  all  kinds;  window  glass,  and  all 
other  manufactures  of  glass ;  silver  and  plated  wares ; 
paper  of  every  description  %  nafls  and  spikes ;  hats ; 
clothing  ready  made ;  millinery  of  all  kinds ;  playing 
cards ;  beer,  ale,  and  porter }  and  pictures  and  prints. 

Mr.  NiCBOLsoN  concbided  by  remarking  that  he 
would  not  undertake  to  say  that  he  had  made  the 
best  selection  of  articles.  It  was  with  great  diffi- 
dence he  had  made  the  selection.  He  would,  how- 
erer,ofrer  it  at  this  time,  that  gentlemen  might  give 
their  attention  to  it,  and  be  prepared  to  enter  on 
its  discussion  when  the  subject  came  before  the 
HpUiie,  He  submitted  these  propo>itions  at  this 
tittle,  to  avoid  any  delay  which  might  arise  from 
withholding  them  till  tbe  House  should  have  en- 
tered upon  the  subject. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  oonsidered 
by  the  House,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  ^ 
to  be  printed. 

Oto  motion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  certain 
resolutions  offered  on  the  3d  of  January,  1794,  by 
Mr.  Madison,  on  the  differences  at  that  time  sub- 
sisting between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WB9T  INDIA  TRADE. 
Mr.  CaowtfiNaHiELD  said,  the  gentleaaan  from 
Marvland  (Mr.  NicaouaoN)  had.  offered  several 
resolutions  prohibiting  the  importation  of  sundry 
articles  of  British  manufactures  into  the.  United 
Slates.  Mr.  C.  ob*«rved  that  he  had  another  pro- 
ject which  he  wished  to  submit,  relative  to  our 
tradewith  the  British  West  Indies.  He' did  not 
mean  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  subject,  either  so 
as  far  it  was  connected  with  the  propositions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  or  with  that  of  the 
gtntleman  from  Pennsylvania,  which  went  to  a 
much  greater  extent.  But  with  regard  to  one 
idea  exfireased .  by  the  gentlaauui  from  Maryland, 


he  tboaght  it  pfiopec  to  say  a  few  worda.    That 
gentleman  had  observed  that  the  proposition  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
affect  the  revenue  to  the  amount  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  and   therefore  impressed  upon 
the  Hou!se  the  duty  of  being  extremely  cautious 
in  taking  such  a  step.  Mr.  C.  raid  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  adoption  of   that  proposition  would 
affect  the  revenue  lo  any  such  extent.    He  did 
not  believe  it  would  affect  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  a  million  of  dollars.    Because,  al- 
though we  should  prohibit  the  importation  of 
British  goods,  we  could  ^et  most  of  the  same  ar- 
ticles from  other  countries.     We  set  salt  from 
Cadiz,  and  Lisbon,  and  from  severalother  places. 
Rum  could  be  got  from  every  island  in  the  West 
Indies;  and  if  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  it  to  supply  our  wants,  we 
could  im})ort  from  France  brandies,  which  will  be 
a  good  substitute.  We  may  aUo  get  woollens  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  every  article  on  the 
list,  perhaps  at  higher  prices.    It  was  not,  how- 
ever, Mr.  C.  said,  his  object  at  this  time  to  dis- 
cuss tbe  merits  of  either  proposition.     His  chief 
object  was  to  offer  bi5  own  project,  which  related 
to  the  West  Indies.    Every  one  knows  that  those 
islands  are  dependent  on  the  United  States  for 
the  necessaries  of  life;  that  they  cannot  get  many 
iiitportant  articles  they  absolutely  want  from  other 
countries.    Every  one  knows  that  (or  fish,  beef^ 
pork,  and  lumber,  ihey  are  dependent  on  u^  inas- 
much as  they  cannot  get  them  elsewhere.  How  is 
the  trade  carried  on  ?    Great  Britain  has  adopted 
a  curious  commercial  principle,  bottomed  on  the 
principle  of  her  navigation  act ;  which  in  time  of 
peace  almost  amounts  to  a  prohibition  to  introduce 
mto  her  islands  any  articles  of  ours;  and  which 
in  time  of  war  opens  the  ports  of  a  few  of  her 
islands  for  the  introduction  of  particular  articles 
for  three  or  six  monttis.    Mr.  u.  said  he  wished 
to  see  this  trade  permanenily  open  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States.     He  thought  it  probable 
this  might  be  dune  by  the  adoption  of  hits  plan. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  offered  a 
proposition  which  was  calculated  to  meet  in  part 
the  practices  of  Great  Britain.    The  firi^t  resolu- 
tion related  to  trading  to  tbe  West  Indies  in  for- 
eign vessels^and  not  in  vesseLsof  the  United  States. 
Every  one  knew  that  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  West  todies  there  were 
either  none,  or  very  few  foreign  vessels. 

Bffr.  C.  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

JUtohedt  Tbat^fiomAad  after  the day  of — 

next,  no  goods,  warss,  or  oeiehandis^  shaU  bo  expected 
froniyor  imported  iniob  the  United  States  or  the  tesnto* 
ries  thereof,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  whatever,  to  or  from 
any  Buropean  colonies  or  aettlenenta,  aitaated  on  tbe 
eastern  suie  of  the  continent  of  America,  or  its  adja- 
oent  seas,  northward  of  the  Kquator,  unless  the  impor- 
tation of  all  articles  of  the  growth,  product,  or  aiaaa- 
facture  of  the  United  States  and  their  territories,  in 
American  bottoms,  is  st  all  times  admitted  into  the  said 
colonies,  or  settlements,  and  unless  the  exportation  of 
the  productions  of  the  said  colonies,  or  settlements,  is 
permanently  allowed  in  American  bottoms  from  the 
same  lo  the  United  DtateS)  and  the  tenrit«riea  thereof 
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The  rcsolatioa  wvn  contidered.  ami  ripferred  to 
a'Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
UaioD^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DRAWBACK. 

The  House'  wtni  into  a  CommUtee  of  the 
Whole  00'  the  biU  to  exteod  the  iim#  for  taking 
the  fHith.  aod  giiiriDg  hood  in  eases  of  drawback; 
aod  for  other  purposes. 

On  the  second  section,  which  is  as  follows: 

/  <«Tha^  the  8Malny  ofths  Treesiiiy  be,  and  ha  is' 
herebj  aatfaoriaed  slid  saipowendtoieitondthebeaeilof 
drawhaefc,  in  cases  whidh  hdts  happeiled  since  the  pas- 
ssfa  oftheactof  Maeeh  9^4799^  aDiilled,«*An  aCr  to  reg- 
uiate  the  c6Usetieri'of  datiss  on  imtpMB  and  toanage/' 
Where  the 'psiaoBS'islailniAgsaoh'  benefit  ha#s -oudaisd 
ta  takle  the  otffh  aad  f^vm  bond  within*  the  tea  da^s 

Proscribed  by  law :  Pr^Medi  'Fhe  Sbervtafy  ^  of  the 
*icasni7  shall  be  satisfied  that  sash  omissAon  was 
caused  by  unaToi4able  sccident,  and  that  ne  frand  was 
intended  thereby  to  be  committed  against  the  reveaosr 
lews  of  the  United  States ;  and  provUied,  also,  that  sst- 
isfact6ry  proof  shell  be  exhibited  to  him  that  the  goods« 
wares,  and  merchandise,  on  which  the  drawback  is 
claimed,  have  been  landed  without  the  UmiU  of  the 
United  States. 

A  long  debate  ensoed^  whiehcontinaed  beyenid 
the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  in  whtoli  Mes<^r9. 
X.  Olst,  Lbib,  Ek.Msa,  NrcROLaoit,  CROwtitiv^ 
8BIBLD,  N*.  WtLUAHs,  and  StOAN  supposed ; 
and  Messrs.  Holland,  Clabk;  J.  C.  SiirtTB.  Jack 
SON,  BiotTELL,  Coif  RAD,  Macoh,  and  Smilie,  op^ 
posed  the  section; 

When'  the  question  wa!«  taken  on  the  striking 
out  the  section,  and  carried — yeas  70. 

The  second  and  third  sections,  boiiomedon  the 
secood,  were  also  struck  out. 

The  CuDaraittee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
disagreement  to  all  the  sections  except  tho  first. 
The  House  i immediately  considered  the  repotL 

Mr.  J»  C.  Smitb  spoke  in  favor,  aad  Mr.  Caowa- 
IN8BIBJU0  against  concurring*- in- it)  when  the 
House  af^ourQad  without  comiag  to 
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Tuesdat;  February  li; 

ltr«J^C.  SMiTBfffOflA  the  Coroaiittaeof  Claims^ 
presented  a  bill  for  the  celief  of  the  GkHrarnor, 
Jttdfp%taa4l-  Seeretary  of  the  Indiatia  TeffHtNMRy; 
whiebaras  read  twicie  andconiaMtted'toaOoai- 
mtiteo'of  tba  Wholeto^ofovrow. 

Mr.  fi^)  fr^hi  the'safne'cofniniUi>e,  to'\rhom 
was  referred  on  the  fifteenth  ultimo,'  the  memt)' 
rial  of  Petef  Landais,-  ma^^  a  report  thereon; 
wliich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  lei^rred'to  a 
Comiriltlee'of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHouie 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  captain 
in  the  Nary  of  the  Uniced  States  ;^'  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  eotiiied  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Seih  Harding,  late  a  captam  in 
the  Nary  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice 
and  coincait4cd  to  a  .Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 


morruw^ 
A 


fffom  tha  Beaalr 


Uha 


tioosi  that «ba  stance  hafe  pissed  a  bill,  eatitled 
^'An  act  aatboHxiflg  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Oineinaati,  and  State  of  Ohio ;"  and 
hlao,  a  ^ill,  entitled  **An  act  ma kia^ provision  for 
the  compensation  of  witne>«es  who  stiended  the* 
trial  of  ihe  impeachmeDt  of  Samuel  Ohaite  ;'*  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrenctr  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sseocfrOm  the  Senate,  entitled  **An  act 
ao,thorizftng«the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  ia  thie  town 
of  Cincinnati,  and  Statt*  of  Ohio/'  was  read  twice 
aod  referred  to  the  Cotfamittee  on  the  Public 
^and#. 

,    The  biH  aernf  from  theHenate;  entitled  ^An  act ' 
niaking  provision  for  the  compenisation  of  wit*. 
nesst>s  who  attended  the  tridl  of  the  imoeabhment 
of  Samuel  Chnse,"^  wa!i  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committed  of  the  Whole  to  whom- 
was  committed,  op  the  fifth  instantj  the  bill  mak- 
ing an  apprQpriation  fur  the  payment  of  the  wit* 
n esses,  aod  other  expenses,  on  the  impeachment 
of  Samuel  Chase. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurf- 
cause  to  be  printed  for  the  uae  of  the  nsembers  of 
both  Houses,  the  repoN  to  be  made  to  this  House, 
in  pursuance  of  tlw  several  resolutions  of  iho 
House,  passed  on  the  third,  fifth,  and  seventh-days' 
of  the  present  month. 

DRAWBACK. 

The  Hdose  todk  up  the  unfinished  Justness  of 
yesterday,  being  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Housed  to  strike  out  the  2J,  3d  and  4(h  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the 
Ottth,-and  giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes.    The  sections  are  as  follows : 

«8sc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Tressitry  be,  and  he  hersby  is,  aatb<*F* 
Ized  and  empowered  to  extend  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
in  cases  which  hsve,  happened  since  the  passage  of  the' 
set  of  the  8econd«dsy  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thon«< 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  ooUection  of  duties  on  imports  snd  ton* 
nage,"  where  the  persons  claiming  such  benefit  hsve 
nmitied  to  take  the  oath  and  give  bond  within  the  ten 
days  prescribed  by  law:  Provided,  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  omission  was 
cansed  by  unavoidaUe  accident,  and  that  no  fraud  was' 
inMnded  thereby  to  be  committed  against  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  Stakes.  And,  provided  alto,  Thai 
satisfsctory  proof  shall  be  exhibited  to  him  that  the 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  which  the  drawback 
p»  claimed,  have  been  landed  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

•^Sic:  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  before  re-' 
lief  shall  be  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
as  sfbiesatd,  the  person  or  persons'  applying  for  the 
same  shsU  take  the  oath  and  give  bond,  in  like  manner 
as  is  now  required  by  Isw. 

"Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThsrnoUihig 
i»  this  set  eonta'ned  shall  be  construed  to  extend  Uie 
allowance  of  drawback  upon  any  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  which  have  been  heretoibre  exported  to 
New  Orleans,  and  upon  which  the  drawback  may  r^ 
main,  at  this  time,  unpaid." 

On  concurring  in  this  report  a  lengthy  debate 
ensued.  Mexsrs.  Joan  C.  Smith,  Jackson,  Bbo- 
iNocftyaad  HoLLAflD^apoka  in  favor  of  concur- 
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ring  \  and  Messrs.  Lsib.  Crowni]I8bikld,  Nibw- 
TON,  Baoom,  J.  Clay,  aad  Eumbb,  against  con- 
currinff  in  the  report.  When  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  ana  nays,  on  eoncurrence,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  71,  nays  45,  as  follows:  . 

TxAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Istec  Anderson,  Bmwell 
Bassett,  George  M.  BedisgeT,  fiiiss  Betton,  Bamehes 
Bidwell,  William  Blaeklsdge,  Robert  Brofwn,  Jdin 
Boyle,  Joseph  Biyan,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Matthew  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Eacle, 
James  EUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  J<4m  W,  Eppes,^ 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  Hamil- 
ton, William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magru- 
der,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rea  of  PennsyU 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Bammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David  Thomas,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  Kt  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  WiUiams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 
ston. 

Nats— John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  James  M.  Broom, 
John  Claiborne,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowniashield, 
S^chard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  Peter  Early,  Ebeneser 
Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.' 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumfbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh, 
Josiah  Qntncy,  Thomas  M«  Randolph,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuef  Smith,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  John  Whitehill,  Marmaduke 
WilKams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynne, 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  said  he  had  a.  report  to  make 
which,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  re- 
quired the  galleries  to  be  cleared.  They  were 
accordingly  cleared  for  a  few  minutes;  when  the 
House  adjourned. 

Wbdnesdat,  February  12. 

Mr.  Qreqq,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
LandSj  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  eleventh  in- 
stant, the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio,  reported  to 
the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same,  without 
amendment. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
^  Mr.  P.  R.  Tbompson  reported  a  bill  authori2- 
in^  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac. 
Within  the  District  of  Colombia ;  which  was  re- 


Congress  determine  to  aathoriKe  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Potomac,  it  may  be  at  a  point 
above  Qeorgetown.*— Referred  to  tne  same  Com- 
mittee. 

LIMFTS  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Spalbimg,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  thirteenth  ultimo,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
made  a  report  taercMi,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refttred  the  memoiial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  reapectnig 
diluted  limits  between  that  State  and  the  State  of 
North  CazeUna*  having  taken  into  conaideratien  the 
matter  of  the  said  memorial,  as  well  as  each  inibnna* 
tion  as  the  docnments  attached  to  the  memorial  and 
finmer  reports  made  to  this  House  afibrd,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  repoit: 
Between  the  latitude  of  8S  degrees  north,  whidi  is 
the  southern  boundary  claimed  by  North  Carolina,  and 
the  northern  boundary  of  Cjeorgia,  as  settled  by  a  con- 
vention between  that  State  and  South  Carolina,  inter- 
venes a  tract  of  country  supposed  to  be  about  twefve 
miles  wide,  from  north  to  south,  and  extending  in  length 
from  the  western  boundary  of  Georgia,  at  Nicajack,  on 
the  Tennessee,  to  her  northeastern  limits,  on  the  Tu- 
galo.    This  tract  was  consequently  vrithin  the  Uants  of 
South  Carcdtna,  and  in  the  year  1787  it  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  who  ^aocepted  the  cession.    This  terri- 
tory remained  in  possession  of  the  United  States  until 
1802,  when  it  was  ceded  to  the  State  of  Georgia.    From 
the  most  correct  information  relative  to  the  aaid  teiri- 
tory,  it  appears  that  it  is  inhabited  by  about  800  sods, 
and  (to  adopt  the  words  of  a  former  report)  it  is  not 
shown  at  what  period  they  made  the  settlement,  nor 
had  they  any  title  to  the  land  on  which  thej  settled 
and  made  improvements.    No  such  title  indeed  could 
have  been  created,  as  those  lands  remained  within  the 
boundary  of  the  Cherokees  until  the  year  1796,  when 
a  part  of  thb  territory  was  purchased  by  a  treaty  held 
at  Tellieo.    It  does  not  appear  that  the  lines  that  bound 
the  tract  of  land  in  question,  and  divide  it  from  Caro- 
lina, have  ever  been  established  by  public  authority. 

After  the  transler  of  this  territory  by  the  United  States 
to  Georgia,  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  oompfianoe 
with  the  earnest  request  of  those  sel^ovemed  people, 
praying  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the 
civil  rights  enjoyed  in  common  by  the  pec^  of  the 
United  States,  passed  an  act  in  the  jear  1803  to  oiw 
ganias  tiie  inhslnted  part  of  the  territory,  and  to  loim 
it  into  a  county,  anthorisEng,  at  the  same  time,  the  Gov- 
ernor to  appoint  oonunissionera,  to  meet  such  commie- 
sioneis  as  ahanid  be  appointsd  by  the  Govenment  of 
Nordi  Carolina,  to  aseettatn  and  plainly  mariL  the  line 
dividing  this  territorv  from  North  Carolina.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  North  Carouna  expressed  a  readiness  to  accede 
to  the  proposition,  under  the  provisions  of  a  Ibrmer  act 
Of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  but  clogged  with  a  con- 
dition which  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  refrised 
to  depart  from,  and  which  die  Legislature  of  Georgia 
refused  to  accede  to.  Her  reason  may  be  found  in  a 
letter  from  General  Pickens,  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, attached  to  a  report  made  to  the  House  reelect- 
ing that  territory  while  the  property  of  the  United  Stetes. 
The  letter  states,  that  before  the  people  inhabiting  that 
territory  settled  on  the  lands,  it  was  surveyed,  and  grants 
obtained  for  most  part  of  it  from  the  State  of  North 


ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Maoruoeb  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 1  Carolina,  and  probably  by  men  who  cared  little  whe- 
drj  inhabiunts  of  Gkorgetown,  praying  that  if  Ither  the  land  was  withu  the  Indian  cham  or  the  Jiaiils 
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of  Sooth  Cftrolina*  Tour  eommittM  eonceiire  that  thoy 
iuve  no  right  to  enter  into  the  feehnga  of  either  ^t  the 
perties,  or  to  pronounce  upon  the  jottice  of  the  condi- 
tion made  by  North  Carolina  on  the  one  party  or  ita 
rejection  by  Georgia  on  the  other,  and  bave  therefore 
confined  their  attention  to  that  part  of  the  memorial 
which  calls  upon  Congreea  to  define  and  mark  out  the 
thirty-fifth  d^pee  of  latitado^the  line  which  North 
Carolina  admits  to  bound  her  State  upon  the  aoutb 
and  north  of  which  Geoigia  can  have  no  «laim  of  ter- 
xitoiy.  Your  comraitlBe^  after  giTing  to  this  poini  die 
moat  deliberate  eonaideimtionr  are  tuf  opinion  tltat  the 
United  Statea  are  bound,  in  good  £uth»  to  tise  their 
friendly  ofikea  with  the  State  of  North  Carolina  lor 
obtaining  an  amicable  adjuatment  of  the  limita  of  the 
territory,  which  th^  have  tranafisired  to  Oeoigia,  in  all 
parte  where  auch  limits  ihay  be  disputed^ 

Your  committee,  therefim,  beg  leaye  to  oiier  the  fi>l- 
lowing  reaolutioii : 

Reiohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  auUiorised  to  appoint  a  commiaaioner,  to  meet  auoh 
commiaaioners  aa  may  be  appointed  by  the  Statea  of 
North  Caroling  and  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining and  running  the  line  which  dividea  the  teiri- 
ioiy  transferred  by  the  United  Statea  to  Georgia,  firom 
Nortb  Carolina. 

The  report  was  reud^and  Deferred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

DISTRICT  OF  COJiUMBIA, 
Mr.  Smilib  submitted  the  following  reaolutious: 

**Be9olvedi  That  it  ii  expedient  for  Congress  to  re* 
cede  to  the  State  of  Manrland  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
part  of  the  Territory  of  Columbia  which  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  said  SUte  of  Maryland,  by  an 
act  paased  the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  entitled 
^  An  act  concerning  the  Territory  of  Columbia  and  the 
City  of  Washington :'  povided  the  said  State  of  Ma>- 
lyland  shall  consent  and  agree  thereto. 

**  Ruobfed,  That  it  is  expedient  for  Congiess  to  re- 
cede to  the  State  of  Virginia  the  jurisdiction  of  iSbtaX 
part  of  the  Territory  of  Columbia  which  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States  W  the  said  Stote  of  Vbginia,  by  an 
aet  pasied  the  third  day  oi  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eeiren  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  entitled  *•  An 
act  ibr  the  ceasion  of  ten  miles  square,  or  any  lesser 
•quantity  of  tenitoiy,  within  this  State,  to  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  fwsembled,  for  the  permanent  seat 
of  the  General  GoTommentt'  provided  the  said  State 
of  Virginia  shall  consent  and  agree  thereto." 

Mr.  Smilie  stated  he  had  two  obiects  in  yiew 
in  offering  these  resolutions.  The  first  was,  that 
Congress  mi^ht  be  divested  of  that  multiplicity  of 
business  which  arose  from  the  situation  of  the 
territory,  which  would  increase  with  the  growth 
of  populattoD  and  the  progress  of  society.  The 
other  reason  was  s till  more  im portant.  He  wished 
to  see  the  people  of  the  District  restored  to  their 
|>olitical  rights,  the  deprivation  of  which  was  to 
him  a  matter  of  great  regret,  and  which  could  not 
•be  remedied  oatil  there  was  a  decided  change  in 
their  situation.  Alluding  to  the  apprehension  of 
the  inhmbitanto  that  this  measure  was  connected 
with  a  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government,  he 
declared  that  this  was  not  his  object ;  he,  on  the 
•contrarv,  believed  the  measure  would  be  highly 
hene&cial  to  the  Citf  of  Washington. 


On  considering  the  resolutions,  the  House  di- 
vided— ^ayes  43,  noes  36. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  a  reference  of  them  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  first  day  of  March. 

Mr.  Lswia  moved  their  postponement  indefi- 
niteiy. 

Mr.  Lyon  hoped  an  immediate  decision  would 
be  had  upon  them. 

Mr.  Sloan  hoped  some  time  would  be  allowed 
previous  to  their  decisiou. 

The  House  determined  to  refer  them  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — aves  56. 

Mr.  CoNsan  moved  tneir  being  made  the  order 
for  the  first  Monday  in  August;  which  motion 
was  disagreed  to— ayes  44,  noes  56. 

Then  on  the  first  Mondaf  of  May.  Lost** 
ayes  39. 

Mr.  NicBOLAON  moved  Monday  next.  He  said 
there  was  much  important  business  rehtive  to  the 
territory  before  the  House^  and  if  the  propositions 
of  retrocession  were  permitted  to  remain  unacted 
on^  they  would  supersede  all  attention  to  the  other 
obiects. 

Mr.  Smilic  acquieseinff  in  making  the  resola- 
tions  the  order  for  Moaday  next,  the  House  so 
determined  without  division. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr.  8L0AN.*-Mr.  Speaker :  I  trust  I  am  correct, 
first,  in  saying  that  the.  Representatives  of  the 
people,  in  Congress  assembled,  are  the  only  tribu- 
nal to  whom  they  can  look  for  redress  of  national 
grievances  and  protection  in  their  national  rights; 
and  secondly,  that  every  member,  as  a  component 
part  of  the  National  Legislature,  has  a  right  to  in- 
troduce resolutions  in  such  form  as  he  may  think 
best  calculated  to  redress  existing  grievances,  or 
seetire  them  from  future  insult  and  injury. 

Notwithstanding  several  resolutions  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  respecting  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen  bv  the  commanders  of  British  armed 
vessels,  and  their  depredations  on  our  commercCi 
I  have  seen  none  which  I  consider  fully  adequate 
to  the  purpose  proposed,  or  couched  in  that  firm 
and  decisive  language  that  I  conceive  the  natuie 
of  the  case  requires.  Under  this  impression,  1  beg 
leave  to  offer  a  resolution ;  and,  previous  thereto, 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  offer  a  few 
reasons. 

Are  not  the  people  calling  on  us  from  almost 
every  part  of  the  Union  ?  Previous  to  my  leaving 
home  to  attend  this  session,  I  expectea  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen  by  British  armed  vessels, 
and  their  depredations  on  our  commerce,  would 
have  been  taken  up;  but,  to  my  astonishment, 
more  than  tea  weexs  have  elapsed,  and  we  are 
only  preparing  to  discuss  this  important  subject. 
Is  this  giving  immediate  attention  to  the  sufferings 
of  our  constituents?  But  what  astonishes  me 
still  more  is,  that  by  conversation  I  have  had 
with  some  members,  they  appear  yet  unprepared 
to  do  anything  decisive. 

One  member.  (Mr.  Nicbolson,)  who  offered  a 
resolution  two  days  past,  objected  to  a  former  res- 
olution offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
(Mr.  Qbboo,)  fromaafippreheiisjoo  (hat  it  would 
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injure  our  revenne ^000,090.  fHere  Mr.  Nich- 
olson explained,  siatiog  that  he  had  only  said 
that  it  would  affect  it  to  that  sfnouDi.]  Another 
mem  her,  from  Massachu^ieils,  (Mr.  Crownuc- 
•RiBLD.)  well  acquainted  with  mereaniile  busi- 
nes^t.  supposed  it  would  not  injure  it  more  ihao 
.^14)00.000. 

But  I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker^  thathowerer  pleasing 
it  may  be  toaeeourdebtdimiiiiabin^  and  oar  rev- 
enue inc>  easing,  the  fear  of  diminution  of  revenue 
will  never  deter  ihe'Congreaa  of  the  United  States 
from  support  log  their  national  rights.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  shrink  from  a  temporary  evil,  to  procure 
A  great  and  permaQeot  benefit. 

In  hearing  tlie  couver^aiion  of  some  members 
out  of  doors,  and  obseryinff  the  delay  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  House,  tnis  query  is  extorted 
from  me:  -Where  is  tite  spirit  that  aciiiated  the 
•noble  patriots  of  Seven tyosix,  at  the  risk  of  life,  ^ 

Stpose  the  unjoM' aggressions  of  Great  Britain? 
as  it  fled  from  our  land,  or  is  it  only  sleeping? 
1  hope  the  latter ;  and  that  it  may  speedily  awake, 
refreshed  and  invigorated  by  its  long  nsp. 

But,  perhaps,  some  may  coocltide  that  I  wish  to 
involve  the  United  States  in  war.  God  forbid ! 
I  want  to  prevent  war  with  those  borrid  engines 
made  to  destroy  the  human  species.  I  want  to 
prevent  it  by  doing  to  all  nations  as  we  would 
they  should  do  unto  us.  Are  we  so  doing  whilst 
we  permit  one  of  th«  belligerent  Powers  to  im- 
press and  keep  on  board  her  vessel*  of  war  three 
thousand  o(  our  seamen, 4o  assist  in  fighiingher 
battles  with  other  belligerent  Powers  in  amity  and 
peace  with  us:7  I  want  ihe  United  States  to  treat 
Great  Britain  as  they  would  treat  an  individual, 
who.  in  his  dealings,  had  evidently  been  unjust; 
break  off  all  intercourse  until  reparation  is  made 
fur  past  injuries,  and  security  given  that  they  shall 
not  be  repealed  in  future.  This  line-of  conduct, 
i  conceive,  instead  of  producing  war,  would  be 
the  modt  certain  means  of  securing  a  permanent 
and  lastingpeace.  In  the  present  state  of  filurope, 
can  Great  Britain  do  without  our  trade  ?  Certain- 
ly she  cannot.  It  is  probable  that  Bonaparte  has, 
«re  this  time,  prohibited  her  trade  with  a  consid 
erable  part  of  Europe.  Thus  circumstai»ced — 
trembling  ibr  l\eT  very  existence — if  we  make  a 
firm,  determined  demand  for  reparation  of  dam- 
ages, my  opinion  is  that  she  dare  not,  that  she  can- 
.not,  or  will  not  refuse. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House,  at  this  time,  with  a 
more  detailed  investigation  of  the  subject;  but, 
knowing  it  to  be  the  desire  of  many  of  our  constit- 
uents, and  hoping  that,  upon  a  full  examination,  it 
will  be  the  detertninatioo  of  this  House  to  adopt 
firm  and  decisive  measures  fur  the  purpose  of  ob- 
tatiiine  redress  for  injuries  sustained,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  like  in  future,  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, hoping  the  Huuse  will  commit  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  : 

Whereas  the  commanders  of  British  armed  vessels 
have  impressed  many  American  seamen,  and  compelled 
them  to  bear  arms  on  board  said  vessels,  and  assist  in 
fighting  their  battles  with  natione  in  amity  and  peace 
with  the  United  Stales ;  and,  aWo,  brought  into  British 
pofta  for  aiQndieatMNi,  many  OMiUiaat  vassals  sailing 


under  the -flag,  and  owned  by  cittiens  of  the  aidd  fXni* 
ted  States,  whens  some  hare  been  a  long  time  nnjnstiy 
detained,  and  others  condemned,  contrary  to  jnstice 
and  the  Uw  of  nations ;    For  remedy  whemei, 

Memhed,  lliat  In  ease  the  Gofemmeiit  of  Oieat 
Britaitt  shall  neglect,  or  lefiise,  for  ■■  moo Aa,  to lo- 
atore  all  Amorfean  aeamen,  impressed  and  detaiBod  as 
afofoaatd,  and  also  diacbarge  all  American 
taMod  contrary  to  tbe  law  of  nations,  making 
aation  Ibr  the  loss  «osCainod-by  aach  dotonc 
also^-  Air  those  condsBmed  ««  pnsos;  aU  trade  aod  ia- 
tensonise  shalt  tbanoafotth  oaaoe,  and  be  ptobiMlod  bs> 
twoen  those  Unkod  fiUies  and  Oreot  Britain  and  its 
dependencies,  nntil  equitable  anangements  ahall  be 
made  beioneen  the  tsvo  Govemmoals ihaishnll  inanie 
a  mtam  or  oompensatioa  fiv  the  pioporiy  nnfosdj 
seised  and  cQndonmed;  ond  also,  the  rostoeation  ii 
American  oeamen  to  Iflboitgr  and  their  eomitiy.  Pro- 
vided also,  that  upon  such  arrangenonla  being  made, 
tbe  Preaident  of  the  Unilod  Btales  sball  hove  power, 
by  proclamation,  loopen  trade  aidl  eoasaeroe,  open 
the  principle  of  aneh  aqtiitaMe  anongenoBla  listw'ean 
the  said  Unitad  Statea  and  Great  Biitnai  and  bar 
dependencias. 

This  resolution  wns  immediatdv  considered, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PORT  OF  PHa.ADIU4P;PlA. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Cliy,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
(he  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an> 
act  of  the  Btate  of  Pem^sylvania  entitled  Ma 
act  to  ernpower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the 
port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain  dutv  on 
tonnage,  fur  the  purposes  thereiti  meutioned.^ 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  imposition  of  faiir  cents 
a  ton  on  all  vessels  clearing  out  of  tbe  port  of  Phil- 
adelnhia,  for  any  foreign  port,:to  be  expended  in 
bniiuinf  piers  in,  and  otperwuie  ioipra^ij^  the 
natVigatioa  of  the  Delaware.] 

Ou  this  bill,  «  debate  oTooasideraUe  >i^ 
arose.;  Meaars^  J.  Ci.at,  FmouEy,  Lsm^and  Mas- 
iQif  supporting,  and  Mrsars.  J.  O.  Smra,  Cnow* 
iifentSLi»ydeiiioY,  and  Sly  opposing^  k. 

It  was  opfioaed  on  two  fffounda--'on  tbe  mnsd 
of  uttconstitutiotoality  and  inespedieocy.  On  tbe 
former  ground,  it  was  contended  that  tbe  impo- 
sition of  the  proposed  duty  was  inhibited  by  that 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  prescribes 
that,  '^  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regula- 
^  tton  of  commerce,  or  revenue,  to  tbe  ports  of  one 
'  State  over  those  of  another  ;**  that  the  object  of 
the  bill  was,  to  lay  a  special  tax  for  tbe  exclusive 
benefit  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia — which  would 
be  giving  a  prei'erence  to  that  port  over  tbe  other 
ports  in  theUniied  States  {  that  instead  of  doing 
this,  in  case  the  navigatioa  of  the  Dt* Uware  re- 
quired imptovement,  which  was  feasible,  the  bet- 
ter way  would  be,  to  draw  a  sum  for  tbi»  purpose 
from  I  be  general  Treasury.  It  was,  however, 
contended  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  any 
provision  whatever  for  this  purpose,  as  it  was  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  tbe  object  contemplated 
was  praciicatde,  and  as  the  navigation  of  the  Dei- 
aware  was  much  better  than  that  of  many  other 
streams  on  whiuh  other  ports^sereaituatMl,  which,. 
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eoBtfr^ttently,  bad  higberelatnMon  theald  of  Cod- 
erets,  U  was  further  slatf  d,  tliat  the  cootero plated 
amy  woald  operate,  not  merely  on  vesiiels 'belong- 
jog  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  but  4rkewt»e  on 
fureigo  vesbek  entering  therein ;  and  that  it  was 
unjust  to  derive  revenue  from  them  for  tbeaceom- 
pHshment  of  objects  of  a  local  nafture. 

The  advocates  of  th«  bill  contended  that  it  was 
strictly  Co  stituttooal,  in  proof  of  which,  they 
appealed  lo  tfaet  part  of  the  Coostituiion  which 
says,  that,  *<  no  State  shall,  wit  hoot  the  consent 
of  Congress,  lay  any  dtity  of  tonnage ;"  which 
provision  exactly  met  the  present  ea^e.  As  to  the 
Constiiuiional  inrovision  quoted  on  the  other  side, 
they  observed  that  it  was  only  made  with  the  view 
of  preventing  the  adoption  of  partial  reflations 
ol  trade  or  revenue,  or  the  estabfishment  of  free 
ports.  They  quoted  teveral  precedents,  by  which 
It  appeared,  that  in  aeveral  instunces,  a  like  au- 
thority with  that  in  the  bill  had  been  given,  and 
in  seine  eases  without  any  limitation  of  time.  On 
the  ground  of  ezpedtenoy,  they  represented  the 
navigation  of  the  Delaware  as  seriously  obstructed 
by  a  sboal,  which  was  evety  year  increasing,  and 
which  miff ht^jnnless  naeasarev  were  takifu,  operate 
at  some  future  period  to  the  destruction  of  the 
navigation.  The  tax  suited,  would  be  paid  exclu* 
sively  by  vessels  trading  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, «ird  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  opposed  by 
tbMe  whone  interests  were  not  in  the  least  implir 
eated.  Ic  was  'added^  that  it  wts  strange  that, 
while  scarcely  a  year  passed  without  Iftrge  appro* 
priaiions  being  made  from  the  geneml  Treasujy 
for  the  erection  of  li^t-hoQses  id  vairious  parts  of 
the  United  Slates,  the  request  *  of  the  merchants 
of  Pbikdelphja  to  be  authorised  to  subject  them- 
selvea  ton. tax  for  the  improvenieut  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  only  port  in  JP^nnsylvania  should  be 
opposed. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Caowif  rif  • 
8Bi8i4»'s  motion  ^to  Mrtke  out  the  first  section, 
which  was  oegatived^^yeas  87. 

Mr.  Crovmcnsbiblo  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
80  as  to  confioe  the  duty  to  vessels  belongiog  to 
the  port  of  Phtladdphia. 

Mr.  CaowNiifaBiBLD  spoke  in  favor  of,  and 
Messrs.  J.  C LAY,  Sloan,  Conrad,  and  Elmer, 
■gAiost  this  amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to— 
yets  12. 

Mr.  CRowniNaRiaLD  offered  an  amendment, 
limiting  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  three^  instead 
of  seven  years. 

Mesrs.  CftowmnsHiBLO,  SotrntARD,  nnd  Ely, 
iQpported ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Clay,  Lbib,  and  Sloan, 
oppo^  it ;  when  the  question  was  put,  and  the 
amendment  disagreed  to— yeas  34,  nays  56. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  order- 
ed the  bill  to  be  engrosaed  for  a  third  reading  to« 
morrow. 


TBuaaoAY^  February  13. 
Mr.  QooDWYN.  one  of  the  members  from  Vir- 
ginia, presented  to  the  House  certain  resolutions 
ot'tbe  inhabitaotsof  the  town  of  Petersburg,  in  the 
•aid  State,  expressive  of  their  opiaiun  of  ihe  present 


state  of  public  affairs,  and  profferinj^  their  lrv#a 
and  fortunes  in  support  of  the  public  honor  an\l 
security^  and  of  such  measures  of  national  redress 
and  retribution,  a(«  Congress  may  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  adopt ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  toU 
Committeeofthe  Whole  on  thestateofthe  Union. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  ilie  consent  of  Con* 
gress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardeaa 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  oertaiik 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mea- 
tioi»ed.'' was  re«d  the  third  time,  and  passed-^-ryeaa 
52,  nays  27. 

A  message  from  the*  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hnve  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa 
act  for  aitering  the  time  of  holding  the  eireuit 
court  in  the  Siate  of  North  Carolina,"  with  seve- 
ml  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amende 
meats  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  fhat  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Boyle,  Mc 
Stanford,  and  Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
tetter  of  William  H.  Harrison,  and  the  memorials 
and  petitions  ofthe  Indiana  Territory,  be  discharge 
from  the  ftarther  consideration  of  so  much  of  thoto 
memorials  and  petitions  as  relates  to  the  doo'atibo 
and  pre-emption  rights,  and  the  salt  itprings  in  that 
Territory ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  making  extra  compensation  to  the'OdV- 
ernor.  Judges,  ami  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  t^t* 
ritory,^llowing  each  9300  for  compiling  a  code 
of  hws,  having  passed  through  a  Committiee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  makinsv  in  additida 
to  the  unexpended  balances  of  $1,200,  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,000  a  year,  for  five  years,  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  library,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
—yeas  68. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Lattihorb  observed,  that  in  addition  to  the 
variousobjects  embraced  by  several  petitions  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  relative  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, there  were  others,  an  attention  to  which 
seemed  necessary,  as  well  to  do  justice  to  individ- 
uals, as  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  business 
of  the  land  office  west  of  Pearl  river.  In  ord^, 
therefore,  that  the  subject  might  undergo  a  oroper 
investigation,  he  begged  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Ruolvti,  That  the  Conimittee  on  Public  Lan^  lie 
instraeted  to  inquire. 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  confirm  any  claims  to 
lands  in  the  IMiasissippi  Territory,  founded  upon  Span- 
ish warrants  or  orders  of  survey,  which  were  not  in- 
habited and  cultivated  on  the  twentv-seventh  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  seven  hundrecl  and  ninety-five, 
agreeably  to  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **An 
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act  rerouting  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
diflpoaal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  :'* 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
first  section  of  the  said  act,  as  precludes  persons  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  heads  of  families, 
from  the  benefits  of  the  provisions  of  the  section  afore- 
vaid: 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  make  provision,  by  law, 
Ibr  reimbursing  pre-emption  claimants,  in  such  sums  as 
^ey  may  have  paid  to  the  United  States,  in  the  event 
of  their  being  evicted  of  the  lands  for  which  such  sums 
may  have  been  paid,  by  a  judicial  dedsion  in  £ivor  of 
any  grant  not  derived  from  the  United  States : 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  invest  the  Commissiimers 
west  of  Pearl  river  with  such  ezteaaive  equitable  juris- 
diction, as  may  enable  them  to  guard,  on  the  one  hand, 
against  the  admisaion  of  claims,  whiclimay  be  support- 
ed by  a  literal  construction  of  legal  pfovislon%  though 
founded  in  fraud ;  and  to  confim,  on  the  other  hand, 
those  which  may  not  be  thus  supported,  though  founded 
upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice :  And,  also, 

Whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  amendment 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  act  aforementioned ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  resolation  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Q.  W.Campbell  ot»$erTed  that  a  law  had 
been  passed  the  last  session  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident to  cause  the  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
to  be  surveyed.  The  object  of  this  act  was  to 
prepare  the  lands  for  sale  and  settlement.  BelieT- 
ing  that  a  settlement  of  that  territory  would  ^reatlv 
contribute  to  its  security  and  prosperity,  his  wish 
was  to  brinff  the  subject  directly  before  tne  House. 
Whatever  doubts  may  be  eutertaioed  of  the  pro- 

Eriety  of  encouraging  the  settlement  of  Upper 
louisiana,  he  believed  no  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
isted as  to  the  expediency  of  fostering  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  or  Orleans  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States;  which  end  would  be  best  effect- 
ed bjr  opening  land  offices  for  the  sale  of  lands 
therein. 

Mr.  Campbell  concluded  bf  moving  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Besohtd,  That offices  be  established  for  the 

sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

SOCIETY  OF  harmony; 

The  House  wentinto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  authorize  the  location  of  a  quantity 
of  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  by  George  Rapp 
and  his  associates,  they  paying  two  dollars  there- 
for^and giving  them  a  credit,  without  the  payment 
of  interest,  for  six  years,  when  they  are  to  pav  one- 
fourth  of  the  purchase  money,  and  the  residue  in 
six  annual  payments,  on  condition  that,  agreeably 
to  prescribed  terms,  the  vine  shall  be  cultivated. 

Mr.  McCreert  stated  that  George  Rapp  and 
his  associates,  amounting  to  about  3,000  persons, 
were  natives  of  the  Electorate  of  Wirtemburg ; 
that  they  were  Lutherans,  who  had  fled  from  op- 
pression in  that  country  \  that  they  were  mostly 
cultivators  of  the  vine,  and  wished  an  extension 
of  the  usual  time  for  paying  for  public  lands,  they 


not  having  the  means  of  the  common  payment; 
they  wished  to  live  together,  and  to  cultivate  the 
vine  for  their  principal  support,  for  their  prosper- 
ity, and  for  the  good  of  the  community,  m  intro- 
ducing its  culture  into  this  country. 

Mr.  Ely  observed  that  the  bill  appeared  to  give 
a  preference  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands;  that 
the  bill  was  presented  from  the  Senate  without 
the  documents  or  testimony  which  might  justify 
this  preference ;  he  therefore  moved  that  it  abould 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Pablie  Lands. 

Mr.  Grboo. — They  obtain  a  whole  towashipof 
the  best  land  at  only  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  extend-  to  them  an  unusual  indal- 
geace  in  the  time  of  payment.  He  would  not 
agree  to  it. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT  spoke  in  iavorof  the  bilL 

Mr.  CoNRAO.^-The  indulgence  of  time  for  pay- 
ment is  not  unprecedented.  He  showed  an  act 
granting  twelve  years  for  payment  where  land 
was  purchased  for  the  same  purpose,  and  that  act 
does  not  bind  the  purchasers  to  plant  the  vine, 
whereas  this  does.  It  were  better  to  make  a  pres- 
ent of  the  land  than  not  have  the  aettlemeat 
among  us  of  such  persons.  If  not  thus  sold,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  the  land  will  lie  waste 
and  unsold  more  than  the  six  years. 

Mr.  OuN.— If  we  can  be  justified  in  a  sale  of 
this  kind,  why  oblige  foreigners  instead  of  oar 
own  countrymen  ?  we  have  citizens  enough  ^ 
our  own  who  would  be  glad  to  purchase  on  suck 
terms. 

Mr.  Sloan.— Though  I  drink  no  wine  myself, 
I  have  no  wish  to>  prevent  others^for  I  think  it 
may  often  be  service^e.  1  consider  the  indul- 
gence as  to  the  time  of  payment  in  the  light  of  aa 
encouragement  or  bounty,  that  may  prove  oseful 
to  us  as  well  as  the  applicants. 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  cannot  say  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersev  that  I  drink  no  wine,  for  I  cer- 
tainly do  when  I  can  get  it.  I  do  not  consider  it 
as  a  valid  objection  that  the  petitioners  are  for- 
eigners. I  am  myaelf  an  European,  who  have 
fled  from  oppression  in  the  country  where  I  was 
bom.  How  great  a  part  of  Pennsylvania  is  set- 
tled by  such  characters  1 

Mr.  McCrebry. — The  applicants  are  men  of 
piety  and  industry.  Xjet  us  give  them  a  good 
chance,  for  our  own  sakes  as  well  as  theirs,  lo  in- 
troduce the  culture  of  the  grape  here. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY. — If  this  indulgence  be  not  given, 
the  land  will  lie  waste.  We  wish  to  populate  the 
territory.  Their  settlement  will  enhance  the  value 
of  the  public  lands  around  them. 

Mr.  £!ly. — I  am  sorry  my  motion  has  occa- 
sioned so  much  debate.  I  was  ignorant  of  the 
circumstances  relating  to  this  society,  and  to  tbe 
character  of  it;  my  object  was  information,  not 
an  intention  to  defeat  the  bill.  We  deviate  froai 
the  usual  mode,  which  is  to  have  the  report  of  a 
committee  in  cases  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Greog. — This  bill  very  improperly  author- 
izes a  deviation  from  the  established  practice  of 
selling  public  lands— it  is  a  change  ot  principle. 
I  do  not  wish  to  see  so  great  a  bofly  of  foreigners 
settled  together  j  we  shall  have  a  little  Wirtem- 
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berg;  we  must  legislate  for  them;  they  cannot 
speak  our  language ;  they  cannot  serve  as  jury- 
men, and  from  the  information  I  have  received.  I 
am  confident  they  will  not  proceed  in  cultivating 
the  vine  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Bedinger. — 1  am  a  shareholder  in  a  vine- 
yard in  Kentucky,  and  our  success  has  exceeded 
our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Mr.  MACON.-^In  or4er  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
committee,!  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "George 
Rapp  and  his  associates."  Why  should  we  not 
grant  bounties  for  raising  wheat  or  corn  as  well 
as  the  vine?  If  wine  can  be  made  bere  to  ad- 
yanta^e,  there  is  no  need  of  the  encouragement 
of  this  HoQse.  A  few  years  since  we  raised  no 
cotton,  bat  the  profit  of  this  culture  once  known, 
it  has  become  an  article  of  vast  exportation. 
What  claim  hwe  these  aliens  over  our  own  citi- 
zens ?  They  have  been  oppressed ;  put  your 
finger  on  any  spot  of  Europe  that  is ^ not  under 
oppression.  If  you  commence  this  new  system, 
all  the  best  sections  of  land  will  be  taken  up  in 
this  manner.  Who  will  not  purchase  on  such 
terms  7 

Mr.  Lyon. — Lands  not  belonginsr  to  the  public 
may  be  had  for  less  than  one  douar  an  acre  in 
many  places* 

Mr.  Ol.in. — We  have  men  that  can  cultivate 
the  vine  as  well  as  those  foreigners.  It  is  a  plain, 
simple  thing. 

Mr.  JACKeoif. — ^If  disposed  to  grant  favors,  let 
ns  grant  to  those  who  have  the  greatest  claim. 
There  are  many  old  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
who  would  rejoice  to  purchase  land  on  these 
terms.  Why  encourage  the  roakinflr  of  wines? 
They  are  luxuries,  not  necessaries. '  Lands  on  the 
Ohio  are  from  six  to ei^ht dollars  in  many  places; 
this  bill  gives  the  petitioners  their  choice  of  the 
best,  and  they  pay  no  interest  for  their  purchasie, 
at  two  dollars. 

Mr.  8L0AN.*-'Thi8  bill  will  enhance  the  value 
of  lands  adjoining.    It  will  be  a  humane  act. 

Mr.  Jaokaon. — I  rise '  merely  to  state  a  fact  I 
have  just  aow  learned.  There  are  at  this  very 
time  men  vraiting  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  who 
are  ready  to  give  six  dollara  per  acre  for  much  of 
the  verv  land  the  bill  contemplates. 

Mr.  (IoLE«AND. — Some  small  tracts  only  may 
sell  for  six  dollars.  We  bind  the  purchasers  to 
plant  the  first  year  9,000  plants,  ana  3,000  annu- 
ally after. 

Mr.  MoRBow,  of  Ohio. — ^I  rise  ovXj  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jackson.)  I 
never  seek  for  information  in  the  lobby,  nor  the 
gallery,  nor  Pennsylvania  avenue.  The  gentle- 
man is  misinformed. 

Mr.  Jacksom. — My  authority  is  an  honorable 
member  near  me — an  authority  at  least  as  respect- 
able as  any  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  can  have. 

The  question  was  taken — 50  for  striking  out, 
51  against  it.  The  -  Committee  rose,  and  the 
House  considered  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowninsbiblo. — There  is  no  interest  to 
be  received.  I  have  made  a  calculation  that,  con- 
•idering  the  want  of  interest  to  the  time  of  the 
last  payment,  we  now  get  only  ninety-seven  cents 


per  acre.    I  move  to  strike  out  two,  and  insert 
three  dollars  per  acre. 

The  motion  was  lo8t-^4  only  for  it. 

Mr.  Crowninshield. — There  are  in  a  section 
about  23,000  acres,  making  46,000  dollars.  I 
move  to  insert  six  pier  cent,  mterest  till  paid. 

Mr.  Nicholson. — Public  lands  are  sold  with- 
out interest  for  a  certain  time.  If  the  money  be 
not  punctually  paid,  I  am  willing  the  debt  should 
be  on  interest  alter. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  move  to  postpone  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for,  and  taken 
on  this  motion — yeas  53,  nays  59. 

Mr.  CRowMUfffaiBLD'a  motion  for  the  insertion 
of  interest  was  lost — 52  to  49. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  the  insertion  of 
two  instead  of  six  years  for  payment  of  the  land. 
Motion  lost — 54  to  45.  The  bill  passed  to  a  third 
reading  for  to-ioQorrow. 

Friday,  February  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana^Territory, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  imposing  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  on 
every  slave  imported  into  the  United  States  re- 
ported a  bill,  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  amended  bill  is  a 
provision,  in  the  case  ofsmuggl ins  slaves  into  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  be  authorized  to  remove  them  into 
some  otner  State  and  hire  them  out  for  a  term  of 
years. 

Mr.'  Jackson  moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion,  after  a  short  debate,  was  negatived, 
and  the  bill  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Qarnett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighteenth  of  December  last,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  report  of  a  select  committee  on 
the  letter  of  William  H.  Harrison,  made  the  sev- 
enteenth of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  four; 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Territory ;  made  the  following  report : 

That,  having  attentively  considered  the  factr  stated 
in  the  said  petitions  and  memoxials,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  a  qualified  suspendon,  lor  a  Umited  time,  of  the 
sixth  article  of  compact  between  the  original  States  and 
the  people  and  States  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory.  The 
suspension  of  this  article  is  an  object  almost  univenafiy 
desired  in  that  Territoiy.  It  appears  to  yoor  commit- 
tee to  be  a  question  entirely  diffisrent  from  tiiat  between 
slavery  and  freedom,  inasmnch  as  it  would  merely  oe- 
casion  the  removal  of  persons,  already  slaves,  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another.  The  good  eflects  of 
this  suspension,  in  the  present  instance,  would  be  to 
accelerate  the  population  of  that  Teiritory*  hitherto  re- 
tarded by  the  operation  of  that  artieie  of  compact,  as 
sUveholdors  emigrating  into  the  Weatem  eonntiry 
mti^  then  indulge  any  prefaenoe  which  they  — '-'-^ 
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feel  for  a  settlement  in  the  Indiena  Tenitory,  inelead 
of  seeking,  es  they  are  now  oompeUed  to  ifc>,  ■ettlemente 
in  other  Btateaor  countriee  permitting  the  introduction 
of  alavee.  The  condition  of  the  ^ves  themeelves 
would  be  much  ameliorated  by  it,  ae  it  ie  evident,  from 
experience,  that  the  more  th^  are  leparated  and  dif* 
fiised,  the  more  care  and  attention  are  bestowed  on 
them  by  their  masters,  each  proprietor  having  it  in  hia 
power  to  increase  their  comforts  and  conveniences  in 
proportion  to  the  smallness  of  their  nnmbers.  The 
dangers,  too,  (if  any  are  to  be  apprehended,)  from  too 
large  a  black  population  eiisting  in  any  one  section  of 
country,  would  certainly  be  vsiy  much  diminished,  if 
Bot  entirely  removed.  But  whether  dangers  are  to  be 
feared  from  this  souree  or  not,  it  is  certainly  an  bhvieus 
.dictate  of  sound  poltoy  to  guaid  ngalnst  then,  as  fer  as 
possible.  If  this  danger. does  exist,  or  there  is  any 
cause  to  apprehend  it,  and  oar  Western  brethrm  are 
not  <ttly  willing  but  deatroua  to  aid  ua  in  taking  pre- 
cautiona  against  it,  would  it  not  be  wiae  lo.  aeoepi  their 
assistance  ?  We  should  benefit  ourselves,  without  in- 
juring them,  as  their  population  must  always  so  far  ex- 
ceed any  black  population  which  can  ever  exist  in  that 
country,  as  to  render  the  idea  of  danger  from  that 
nenyee  chimericaL 

Toot  committoe  consider  the  legulation,  contained 
in  the  ordinance  fer-  the  gevemttent  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  fitatea,  whioh  vequiraa  a  freehold  of  fifty 
ftcvee  of  land  #§  a  qualificatioa  fer  an  elector  of  the  Gener- 
al Aasembly ,  as  Umiting  too  much  the  elective  franchise. 
Some  restrictions,  however,- being  neoessaiy,  your  com- 
xnittee  conceive  that  a  reaidcnce  continued  long  enough 
to  evince  a  determination  to  become  a  permanent  in- 
habitant, should  entitle  a  person  to  the  rignta  of  suffrage. 
This  probationary  period  need  not  extend  beyond  twelve 
months. 

The  petition  of  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  to  be  annexed  to  the  Sute  of  Ohio, 
ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  be 
granted. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  division  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  ordi- 
Jianee  of  1787,  and  for  which  the  people  of  Randolph 
and  St.  Clair  have  petitioned  your  nonond>le  body, 
would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time,  The  people  of  the 
two  sections  have  lately  entered  into  the  second  grade 
of  government,  the  whole  expense  of  which  would  fell 
on  the  people  of  one  section,  if  a  division  were  now  to 
be  made.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
would  be  neither  politic  nor  just  But,  dthongh  a  di- 
vision of  the  Territory  appears  improper  at  thia  time, 
we  think  it  should  be  made  as  soon  ea  the  population 
of  either  aeetaon  has  increased  ao  far  aa  toentitle  them 
to  ferm  a  Stale  Government.  The  petition  which 
jniaya  thcteuch  a  Government  may  be  fomaed,  by  uni- 
ting the  two  aectiona  as  soon  as  their  inhabitants 
shall  haive  augmented  ao  fer  aa  to  anthorias  it,  your 
committee  conceive  ought  net  to  he  ^^ranted.  A  Ter- 
ritory, when onoeetccted  into. a  State, cannot  be divi- 
.ded  or  dismembered  without  its  own  consent;  the  fer- 
jnation,  therefore,  of  two  Slates  out  of  this  Territory, 
.criginaUy  intended  by  Iho  ordinance  of  1787,  could  not 
constitutional^  be  effected,  if  the  two  aectiona  were 
onca  permitted  to  form  one  State,  without  the  consent 
of  that  State,  however  necesaary  the  extent  and  popn- 
Jation  cf  that  Territory  might  render  such  division. 

^  After  attentively  .considering  the  various  objecU  de- 
wed in  the  memorials  and  petitiomi,  the  cemmitlee  re-> 
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1.  Hmtkud,  Thnt  the  sixth  article  of  the 
of  1787,  which  prohibits  slaveiy  within  the  Indiana 
Territory,  be  suspended  for  ten  years,  so  as  lo  permit 
the  introduction  of  slaves,  born  within  the  Unitsd 
States,  from  any  of  the  individual  Statee. 

2.  Retoivedj  That  every  white  freeman  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  has  resided  within  the  Territory 
twelve  months,  and  within  the  county  in  which  hie 
claims  a  vote,  six  months  immediately  preceding  the 
election,  shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  Elector  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

3.  Retoived,  That  the  petition  of  certain  setllen  hi 
the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  to  be  annexed  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  ought  not  to  be  granted, 

4.  Hemh&f  That  it  ia  incx^ient,  at  tfiis  tnie,  lo 
grant  that  part  of  the  pelilipn  of  tlss  people  of  Rando^ 
and  St.  Glair  whieh  prays  for  a  dinnon  of  die  Indisna 
Territory, 

b.  BuolMd,  That  ao  mndi  of  tiw  prtftlMn  of  C&e 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  ncprscsniatif  as  of  the 
Indiana  Territory  as  prays  that  llie  two  scdiona  may 
be  united  into. one  State  Govemment,  onght  not  to  be 
granted. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wlu>le  on 
Thursday  next. 

SOCIETY  OF  HABMONT. 

The  bill  allvwing  Qeocge  Rnpp  and  kic  aascci- 
atea  to  locate  a  township  of  land  in  the  Indinat 
Tecritory  no  oenato  eondiiions,  <waa  read  a  thud 
lime 

Mr.  Clabk  mored  to  recommit  Ike  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  <Pabiic  Lands.  Tbe  btU  rraou 
several  ameodmeots.  Theivis  no  penalty,  ahoald 
the  petitioners  neglect  to  plant  the  Tinec 

Jir.  Jaokson* — I  #eeend  the*  motion  of  mycd- 
lengue.  Thesct  pohlie  lands  foriMrly  belonged  lo 
the  Steve  of  Virginia ;  when  ceded  by  that  Stale, 
the  (SoveniaieDt  of  the  United -States  werv  made 
trustees  '^  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union ; 
faithfully  and  6o«ia  fidk  for  that  use,  and  for  no 
other,"  to  use  the  words  of  the  act  granting  the 
oeaaion.  This  is  a  contraet  ^between  Virgioia 
and  the  United  States;  we  are  in  the  place  of 
trustees;  we  cannot  yiolate  tbe  tmsL  yet  this 
mode  of  selling  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  indi- 
vidual foreigners  is  a  violation  of  the  trust.  This 
precedent  will  be  qii^oted  hereafter,  and  will  ope- 
rate most  injuriously.  Notwithstanding  what  the 
geotlenuio  from  Ouio  (Mr.  Moaaow)  teas  said,  I 
cannot  help  saying,  that  there  are  men  ready  at 
this  time  togive  six  dollars  per  acre  for  this  veiv 
land,  or  land  of  this  description.  This  bill  will 
give  them  a  whole  township,  23,(100  acres  of  laod 
of  tbe  first  quality.  I  oaonot  conceive  tbe  culti- 
vation of  the  vine  as  a  national  benefit,  as  betac 
**  for  the  common  benefit  of  tbe  Union."  It  wifi 
diminiith  the  revenue,  should  vines  be  raised  in 
abundance  here.  Wiae  is  heavily  taxed,  and  the 
tax  is  paid  by  the  riob.  I  am  alu^ether  opposed 
to  the  bill.  ^^^ 

Mr.  Smilib.-^  A  new  argu meat  indeed  is  broagh t 
forward  by  the  geutleman  from  Virgioia.  We  can 
hardly  turg  round  without  aemehow  invading  the 
rights  of  Virginia.  If  we  Ulk  of  boildiug  a 
bridge  or  erecung  a  dam,  at  once  tbe  rights  of 
Virginit  are  invaded.  If  we  wish  to  dis|io8eof 
soma  of  our  public  land  in  the  West  as  we  think 
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proper.  Uie  rii^bts  of  Viri^iiiui  are  invaded.  Vir- 
ginia elatmed  iand;»  Btreicbing  to  ibe  norih  pole ; 
abe  took  wbat.»he  waoted,andgavea  qblt  claim 
to  fhe  United  States  for  the  rest.  Some  of  the 
Hottse  thiolc  ibisaaie,  this  indulgence  in  the  pay- 
meot  for  ibe  porpoae  of  introducing  the  cultiva- 
tion  of  the  vine,  and  of  serving  thefie  worthy  for- 
eigners, will  be  '*for  the  common  benefit  of  tbe 
Union  ;^'  some  think  otherwise;  it  is  merely  a 
matter  of  opinion,  and  a  majority  of  opinion  must 
decide. 

Mr.  Morhow. — There  are  some  small  tracts  of 
land,  on  which  what  are  called  squatters  are  set- 
tled, and  where  already  improvements  have  be^ 
made,  which  would  sell  for  four  orsixdollarftper 
acre  ;  but  I  doobt  whether  any  town«hip  of  land 
would  sell  for. two  dollars,  even  with  ibe  uaoal 
insialments. 

Mr.  Parks,  of  tbe  Indiana  Territorv*'--*Bven 
in  the  settled  parts  of  tbe  Territory,  lands  are 
not  above  three  dollars. 

Mr.  Lyon. — The  price  of  lands  is  varionn.  I 
know  of  200,000  ^crcK  of  land  on  the  Wabash, 
which  is  offered  for  »ale  at  twenty  cents  per  acre: 
yet  I  have  given  fifty  doHars  per  acre  for  several 
aeresnearr  tne,  which  I  much  wanted. 

Mr.  BlY. — Gentlemen  bavesaid  that  poor  lands 
were  proper  fur  the  vine.    It  may  be  so';  but  the 
petitioner  and  bis  aasociatea  mentidn  alj^o  the 
laising  of  hemp,  wbi^h  requires  the  beat  bottom 
lands,    l  am mr ^om  wiAb'ingto discourage  the^e 
settlers ; 'bot  tbey  ai«  already  among  us,  and  will 
not  leave  this  country.    Tbey  are  represented  to 
be,  (and  I  foHy  beheve  tbe  repreKentation,)  men 
of  pipty and  morality;^  the  United  States  are  not 
beyond  improvement  in  piety  and  morality;  in* 
stead  of  putting  tbem  in  one,  and  that  .a  far  dis* 
tant  ptace,  let  them  be  scattered  over  the  Uniop. 
that  all  parts  may  be  benefitted.    Such  a  bo4y  of 
men,  of  one  sect,  of  one  languagie,  will  wish  to 
seclude  itself  from  the  rest  of  the  Union;  they 
will  wish  what  this  bill  gives  tbem,  and  wbat  I 
think  injurious,  an  exoliuive  territory.    We  are 
deviating  from  our  common  usage  in  tbe«aleof 
land.  Is  the  deviation  necessary  or  proper?  Gen- 
tlemen hftve  said  tbe v  were  flying  from  o|>pres- 
sion  to  this  land  of  liberty ;  liberty  waa  their  ob- 
ject; a  republican  Government;  yet  it  appears 
that  when  they  left  Wir.emberg,  their  expecta- 
tion and  intention  wan  to  settle  in  Louisinna,  then 
under  the  Spanish  Gk>vernment.  The  bill  obliges 
tbem  to  plant  a  certain  number  of  vines ;  perhaps 
the  expense  of  this  will  not  be  $100,  and  there  is 
Doforteiture  even  rf  they  s.bould  refuse  to  com- 
ply   It  may  prove  a  fine  ^=peculatioo  for  them ; 
they  may  get  perhaps  the  finest  land  and  the  best 
salt  lick  in  the  territory. 

Mr.NicBOLBON,  (after  recapitulating  tbeareu- 
JDents  previously  adduced:)  I  have  no  obiectioo 
to  ibe  seitlemeot  of  the  applicants  in  one  body; 
Dor  can  I  see  any  probable  evil  result iog  from  it. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts /has  iofurmed 
Us  tlMt  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  bad 
•ooogh,  and  that  tbe  distribution  of  this  society 
over  the  whole  Slatea  might  prove  advantageous 
to  tba  Union  J  if  not  iaoae  body,  they  HMist  settle 


on  lands  for  sale  in  difierent  parts  of  Kentucky. 
Tennesaee,  Ohio,  dbc.  This  distribution  woufa 
be  unfair,  as  Ma5sachasett«  has  not  lands  for  sale, 
except  perhaps  ill  the  ^^idtrict  of  Maine ;  hence 
that  State  would  be  deprived  of  tbe  advantage  it 
might  obtain  by  an  improvement  of  its  piety  and 
morality  from  a  distribution  of  a  part  of  this  so- 
ciety among  the  citizena  of  that  State.  I  know 
not  why  tbe  sale  of  this  land,  accofding  to  the 
terms  of  tbe  bill,  should  be  considered  as  not  con- 
ducing «o  tbe  good  of  tbe  nation.  We  have  given 
lands  for  colleges  and  schools,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  clergymen ;  we  have  also  fiold  lands,  tbe 
proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  expended  for  the 
impruv.e»eot  of  roads— roads  by  which  the  pub- 
lic atlaive  would  be  benefitted, though  the  citizens 
of  Maine  or  Georgia  might  never  travel  them. 

The  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole— 62  to  53,  and  made  the  Order  of  the 
day  fbr  Monday  next. 

MoNOAT.  February  17. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a'Committce  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  tbe  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery ;  and  for  erecting  a  light-boose  on  Wood  Isl- 
and»  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  tbe  Slate  of  Maaa- 
ebusetts.  Tbe  bill  was. reported  without  amead- 
men t,  and  ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  aod  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  the  Cbamber  of  Commaree,  of 
tbe  town  of  New'Haven,  in  the  State  of  Conneclt- 
ciu«  signed  by  Henrv  Dagget,  their  Presideat,  was 
presented  to  tbe  Hoimc  aod  read,  aetting  forth 
their  surpriaeaod  soliciuide  at  the  entbarmbsinent 
to  which  the  coiiimeroe  of  tbe  United  Slates  as 
subjected,  by  the  newassamed  prineiplea  andihic«> 
tiines  of  tbe  aikairalty  eoiKts  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  Mwi  the  depredatiene  of  lawless  freahoot- 
era,  aod  the  unwarrantable  impresameai  of  oornea- 
men ;  that,  impressed  with  the  aeoessity  of  meas- 
ures for  defence,  which  shall  be  firm  but  temperate, 
and  bold,  yet  marked  with  a  spirit  of  conciliation, 
tbey  are  ready  and  desirous  to  give  aid  and  sup- 
port to  every  laeasure  of  Qoveraroent  oaleulaied 
to  accomplish  this  important  object. — ReiVrredto 
the  coniiideratioo  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claimai  to  whom  was  ^referred  tbe  petition  of 
William  Breck,  junior.  Tbe  Committee  rose  and 
reported  a  resolution  thereupon;  which  was  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  by  tbe  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  ia 
bringing  to  the  Uuited  Sutes,  by  order  of  the 
American  Coosuls,  the  mutineers  on  board  the 
ship  Uly^nes;  and  lor  the  adjusttaent  of  tbeciaima 
made  by  individuals  who  may  have  pefffiwmed 
that  service. 

Ordersi,  That  a  bilL  or  bills,  be  brought  k, 

porsuant  to  the  iiaid  resoiuttoa ;  and  that  iheCom- 

mittee  of  UtaiiBs  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the«ame. 

I     The  House  itadfved  kself  isto  a  CoramtHee  of 


471 


fflSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


472 


H.  OP  R. 


Puking  Baunif — Imporiaiian  qf  Slaweg. 


FCBRUART,  1806. 


the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  the  petition  of  John  McFadon  and  Francis 
Johonnot.  The  Committee  rose  and  reported  a 
resolution  thereuLon ;  which  was  twice  read  and 
agreed,  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

JReaolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
80  far  as  relates  to  their  exemption  from  imprison* 
ment  for  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  is  reason- 
able and  ought  to  t^  eranted. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  pre- 
pare and  briikg  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  McFadon.  The  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  person  of  John  McFadon 
shall  be  exempt  from  arrest  on  account  of  any 
debt  owing  by  him  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
principal  and  interest  of  custom-house  bonds, 
signed  by  him  assurety  for  John  A.  Jollv,  deceased. 
Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  on  a 
resolution  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  December 
last,  *'to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  erecting  the 
port  of  Newcastle,  in  the  District  of  Delaware, 
into  a  port  of  entry,"  be  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  said  report. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
report  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  resolution  con- 
tained therein,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
^'that  it  is  expedient  to  erect  Newcastle  into  a 
port  of  entry,"  being  twice  read,  was,  upon  the 
question  put  thereupon^  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cfommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Qeorge  Ash ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again* 

FISHING  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  Crowninsbibld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  Earle,  jun.,  and  Thomas 
M.  Hazard,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioners,  in  the  month  of  May,  1806,  fitted 
out  the  sloop  Abigail,  of  the  harden  of  thirty  tons,  for 
a  fishing  voyage  in  iht  straits  of  Belle  Isle,  and  as  they 
state,  tluough  ignorance  of  law  in  this  particaltr,  the 
vessel  sailed  under  a  eoasting  licence,  and  not  under  a 
fishing  lioence,  as  is  provided  for  by  the  several  acts  of 
Congrsss,  relative  to  the  eoMting  trade  and  fisheries. 

The  vessel  was  seised  by  the  colleetor  of  Newport, 
on  her  return  to  Rhode  Island,  but  was  released  bj  the 
oidsroftheSearstary  ofthe  Treasuiy.    The  collector 


refuses  to  pay  the  bounty  allowed  to  fishing  vfswfls, 
alleging  that  the  owners  neglected  to  provide  their 
vessel  with  the  usual  docnment  to  entitle  them  to  the 
benefit  of  the  law. 

The  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  ooQeetor  has 
performed  his  duty  in  the  particnlar  alluded  to.  The 
bounty  cannot  be  paid  to  vessels  sailing  with  roestiuy 
papers,  any  more  than  it  could  be  to  vcesels  dcariuf 
out  for  foreign  voyaf^es.  When  the  regulations  of  law 
are  calculated  Ibr  the  security  of  the  revenue,  and  an 
not  found  to  operate  injurioosly  to  individuals  in  gene- 
ral, there  would  seem  to  be  no  necessity  for  an  aUen- 
tion  to  meet  every  deviation  from  the  onlinazy  prsccioe. 
If  the  petitioners  had  stated  to  the  collector,  st  tbs 
time  of  clearing  ont  their  vessel,  that  they  intended  to 
employ  her  upon  a  fishing  voyage,  he  could  not  bavi 
refused  to  grant  the  fishing  licence;  and,  as  they  omit- 
ted to  do  this,  it  vfonld  appear  that  the  refisf  prayed 
for  from  Congress  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  reoomment  thai  the  peti- 
titioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  8LAVE& 

Mr.  Daviu  R.  Williams,  from  the  Committee 
appointed,  on  the  seventh  instant,  "to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  additional  provi- 
sions are  necessary  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales, 
made  the  following  report: 

That  the  act  of  Congress,  psassd  the  Tlh  April,  1796, 
authorising  the  establisliBient  of  a  GoveiBment  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  permits  slavery  within  that  Terri- 
tory, by  ezelnding  the  last  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
13th  July,  1787.  The  seventh  section  of  this  act  pro- 
hibits, after  the  establishment  of  a  Government,  the 
importation  of  slaves  from  any  port  or  place  withoat 
the  limits  of  the  United  States;  of  oonxae,  the  right  to 
import  slaves  from  any  place  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  is  not  restricted. 

The  act  of  2d  March,  1805,  further  providing  ibr  the 
Government  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  secures  to  its 
inhabitants  "all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  advmnUges, 
secured  by  the  ordinance  of  13th  Jnly,  1787,  and  now 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory." 
The  importation  of  slaves,  from  any  i^ace  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  is  one  of  those  rights;  eoa- 
seqnently,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Oriesas 
may  exercise  it  also. 

The  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  86th  Mardi,  1804» 
«  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  piovidiBg 
for  the  temporary  government  thereof'  prohibits  the 
introdttcUon  of  slaves  into  that  Territory,  from  any 
place,  "except  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  re- 
moving into  said  Territory,  for  actual  settlement,  and 
being  at  the  time  of  such  removsl  bona  fidt  owner  of 
such  slave  or  slaves."  Thb  tenth  section,  being  re- 
pugnant to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  8d  March, 
1806,  was  repealed  by  the  last  section  of  said  set, 
which  declares:  "that  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  provi- 
ding for  the  temporary  government  thereol^  as  is  repug- 
iiant  with  this  set,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  Mon« 
day  of  November  next,  be  repealed." 

The  committee  are  in  the  poesession  of  the  foct,  that 
African-  slaves,  lately  imported  into  Charleston,  have 
been  thence  conveyed  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans ; 
and,  in  their  opinion,  thia  practice  will  be  continued  to 
a  very  great  extent  while  there  is  no  law  lo  prevent  it 
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Upon  this  TMW  of  Che  sotgeet,  the  commHCM  beliefs 
it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  any  slave  or  siaveeywho  maj 
)e  heraa/ier  imported  into  the  United  States,  from  bo- 
ng carried  into  any  of  the  Territories  thereof;  they, 
herefbre,  respectiolfy  recommend  the  following  reso- 
ntion : 

Rtaohtdj  That  it  shall  not  be  lawAil  for  any  penon 
)r  persons  to  import  or  bring  into  any  of  the  Territo- 
ies  of  the  United  States  any  slave  or  slaves  that  may 
leieafter  be  imported  into  the  United  States. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
he  Whole  to-morrow. 

NICKUN  AND  GRIFFITHS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
(Vliole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
nerce  and  Manufactores  on  the  petition  of  Nick- 
[in  and  Griffiths.  The  re^rt  states  the  following 
Eircumstances.  The  petitioners  bought  from  Jo- 
leph  Anthony  and  Co.  a  vessel,  posseted  of  an 
American  register.  Some  lime  after  this  pur- 
;hase,  it  was  disclosed  that  Joseph  Anthony  and 

Co.  were  indebted  to Coulon,  a  foreigner,  for 

I  Dart  of  this  ship;  inconsequence  ofwoichthe 
collector  refused  considering  her  an  American 
ship.  The  petitioners  pray  (bat  this  vessel  may 
receive  an  American  register ;  in  which  the  Com- 
mitiee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  concur: 

Messrs.  CBOWMUfSRiBLDj  J.  Clat^Niobolbon, 
ind  Ely,  supported  ^  and  Messrs.  Uomrad  and 
Macon  opposed  the  report;  which  was  agreed  to 
—yeas  56,  nays  31. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
tad  Manufactures.  The  House  immediately  took 
up  the  report,  concurred  therein,  and  ordered  a 
hill  to  be  Drought  in. 

SOCUBTY  OF  PARMOljnr. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  George  Rapp,  and 
his  associates,  to  locate  a  township  of  land  m  In- 
diana Territory. 

Mr.  CoNBAD  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  To  make 
the  bill  more  agreeable  to  gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  it,  he  moved  an  amendment,  putting 
the  first  time  of  payment  to  four  years  instead  oi 
•ii.— Carried. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  an  amendment,  obligating  Mr. 
Rapp  to  make  the  location  of  land  1)efore  the  1st 
of  January  next. — Carried. 

Mr.  Clark. — I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  but  siooe 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  it  form  a  majority,  I  wish 
to  make  a  further  amendment,  striking  out  that 
part  which  obliges  Qeorge  Rapp  and  his  associ- 
ites  to  plant  the  vine. 

Mr.  Conrad. — This  bill  is  a  contract.  I  wish 
the  experiment  of  making  vines  tried. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT.— I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clark. — The  obligation  is  a  hardship  on 
their  part.  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  bill,  but  with 
ihe  amendment  I  should  like  it  better. 

Mr.  Elmer. — In  favor  of  the  amendment,  I  do 
Aot  desire  to  compel  them  to  cultivate  the  vine, 
^less  they  find  it  profitaUe  and  choose  to  do  it. 
Mr.  Ltom^— I  am  pleased  with  the  bill  as  it  is. 


I  have  BO  notion  of  accommodating  any  ffentle* 
man  who  declares  that  even  with  his  amendment, 
he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill,  especially  when  I 
can  see  no  good  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  Holland. — It  is  no  objection  in  my  mind 
that  these  people  speak  a  different  language.  The 
settlement  of  the  Moravians  in  North  Carolina 
has  been  of  no  disservice,  but  of  inuch  benefit.  I 
trust  the  case  will  be  similar  here. 

Mr.  Crowninshigld  moved  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment, obliginff  Rapp  and  his  associates  to  pay  in- 
terest, after  the  four  years,  till  the  whole  sum 
should  be  paid. 

Mr.  SLOAN.-^The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts has  made  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of  in- 
terest. Men  in  his  line  of  business  are  generally 
ready  reckoners,  especiall)r  when  to  their  advant- 
age ;  but  the  land  will  yield  no  interest  if  not 
sold,  as  probably  it  will  not  be,  for  ten  yean, 
should  this  bill  not  pass. 

Mr.  Nicholson. — They  cannot  take  lands  on 
navigable  waters ;  they  must  take  poor  and  good 
lands  as  every  such  section  is  composed  of.  IHieir 
location  must  be  in  one  place ;  they  cannot,  like 
other  purchasers,  pick  good  spots  here  and  there. 
The  sale  is  to  our  advantage.  Either  give  them 
not  the  credit,  or  do  not  oblige  them  to  give  in- 
terest. The  credit  will  be  of  no  service  to  them 
if  you  charge  them  interest. 

Mr.  Lton. — The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
speaks  of  interest  on  the  last  payments;  I  know 
not,  amon^  six  or  seven  payments,  which  can  be 
called  the  last.  The  sale  will  be  a  good  bargain 
on  our  part.  I  am  against  the  insertion  of  interest. 

Mr.  CaowNiNeHiELo. — The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  perfectly  riffht;  the  ^*last  pavments" 
can  mean  only  the  two  last  payments.  1  wish  a 
further  amendment,  by  saying  ^  the  last  six  pay- 
ments." 

Mr.  Jackson.— Would  you  give  this  indulgence 
to  several  hundred  of  your  own  native  citizens? 
No,  sir.  Why,  then,  to  these  aliens?  [Mr.  J. 
went  largely  into  the  arguments  previously  used.J 

Mr.  Lyon. — Will  any  gentleman  show  where 
any  townships  of  23,000  acres  together  have  been 
sold  for  46,000  dollars  ? 

Mr.  Sloan  spoke  some  time  in  favor  of  the 
bUl. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  also. 

Mr.  Mabtrrs. — Some  gentlemei^hink  George 
Rapp  will  make  a  rap,  and  some  think  Qeorge 
Rapp  will  not  make  a  rap;  I  wish  the  insertion 
of  interest,  and  Gkorge  Rapp  may  do  as  he 
pleases. 

The  question  on  interest  was  taken  and  lost — 
For  it  43,  against  it  46. 

Mr.  BinwRLU— This  is  a  deviation  from  oar 
usual  rule  in  the  sale  of  lands,  and  the  fluctuation 
in  the  sales  will  lessen  the  value  of  our  land. 

Mr.  jACKaoN  moved  to  insert  ^  further,**  so  as 
to  read  **  for  the  further  introduction  of  the  vine ;" 
because  vines  are  already  introduced.  Five  mem- 
bers for  it. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  the 
House  took  up  the  bill.  Several  new  amend- 
mtnu  were,  proposed  and  lost..  The  House  al 
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lenf^th  adjoaroed,  at  4  o'clock,,  wkbottt  decidtag 
oa  ihe  bill. 


TUESDAT)  PKBRUASr  18. 

Mr.  Tenhey,  from  the  Committee  ofRevisal 
and  Uorfinifbed  Busioesi,  made  a  further  report; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tenney,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  btU  to  contioae  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  to  auihori2e  the  Secretary  of  War  to  is»ue 
land  werrantjt,and  for  other  parpo^esi;"  which  waM 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr  CaowitiNQBicLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Mao  0  facto  res,  presented  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  McFadon  and  Francis  Johon  not; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaowniNSBiELo  from  the  same  commit 
tee,  presented  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the 
District  of  Nanjemoy  to  that  of  St.  Mary's ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSBiELD,  from  thesame  committee, 
presented  a  hill  for  the  reli««f  of  Philip  Nicklin 
and  Robert  Eaj^lesfield  Qriffiih  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
enr,  and  for  erecting  a  light-hoose  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  read  the  third  time:  Whereupon,  a 
motion  was  made,  and  the  question  heing  put. 
that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Wh  jle  immediately,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolred  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  and.  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  amendirient  be  enffr05»- 
ed,  and.  tofi^ether  with  the  bill,  read  the  third  time 
to*<t«y.  The  said  engrossed  bill,  together  with 
the  amendment,  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
paired. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsioent  of  tbb  Unititd  States: 

7b  ike  Hou$e  of  Repruentaiive*  oftU  Uniied  States  / 
I  now  oommuntcate  to  thi»  House  of  RepiesentaitvM* 
the  information  desired  by  their  reaolations  of  Januvy 
twenty-fourth,  relative  to  the  fortifications  erected  at 
the  several  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  and 
their  Territories,  and  to  the  Navy  and  Navy  Yards  of 
the  United  States. 

Feb.  18,  1806,  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  to«etber  with 
the  documents  accompanying  the  aaote,  referred 
to  Ihe  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  messaj^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
HoQite  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled '*Ao  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
caaesi  to  State  judges  and  Stale  eaocla/'  with  aa 


amendment;  to  which  ibey  desire  the  coneor- 
renee  of  tbi^  Hotfse.  'The  Senate  havealtfo  pass- 
ed a  bril,  entitled  ^An  act  r^lattn^  to  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  of  New  Orleans  5"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
'  The  House  resulved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  fifth  of  February,  one 
khousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  respectiog  the 
case  of  the  brigantine  Henrick,  and  a  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claiois  made  thereoo ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  a  reaohiitoo  tbereapfon  ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  H»iiae,  as 
follows  { 

lUmived^  Hist  the  Mim  of-*--  d^bn  oiigkt  to  be 
apiiropriatedy  out  of  aqy  moneys  in  the  Tteamuj^aot 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  enable  the  PieaideBi  of  the 
United  States  to  make  such  restitutioa  aa  ahali  a|»pear 
to  be  just  and  equitable,  to  theowDera  of  the  DsAMh 
brigantine  called  the  Heorick,  and  her  caigo,  which 
were  recaptured  by  an  American  armed  vesaei,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  andniDety-iiiDe,aad 
sold  by  order  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  in  the  Brit- 
ish island  of  St  GbriMopher:  Provided,  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  Denmark  shall  make  compensation  for  the 
seiiurs  of  oertain  prises,  captured  by  the  armed  vessek 
of  the  United  Slates,  during  the  late  Revolntionuy 
war  with  Ghreat  Britain,  and  oarried  into  the  port  of 
Bergen,  hi  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aai 
seveaty^one ;  and  which,  by  older  of  the  Ustniab  Gev* 
emment,  were,  without  a  judicial  trial,  yalmed  to  their 
original  proprietoiB. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  broosrht  in,  por- 
soant  to  the  naid  resolution  ;  and  thai  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  Mng  in  the 
same* 

soonsTT  OF  HARMcnrr. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  to  em- 
power George  Rapp  and  bis  aa«ociates,  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain  lands  f* 
and  a  motion  bein^  made  Airther  to  amend  the 
said  bill  by  inserting,  at  the  end  thereof,  the 
words  following: 

''  And  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  eent.  per  an- 
num, commenoing  from  the  end  of  the  four  yean 
aforesaid,  shall  be  charged  on  the  whole  of  the  aix  last 
payments,  until  the  same  shall  be  received  iato  the 
public  Treasury." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do 
ame  to  the  said  amendment,  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  44,  as  follows; 

TsAs— Burwell  Bassett,  Geoige  Ml  Bedinger,  Bat- 
nabaa  BidweU,  Phanuel  Bishop,  William  BlaeUedge* 
John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount»  William  Butler, 
John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Ordurd 
Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutta,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  Earie,  Caleb  Ellis,  El»ebeier  Elmer, 
Waiiam  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes,  Jamea  risk,  Jamea  M. 
Garhett,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  David  Holmes,  John  G. 
Jaekson,  Waller  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Patrick  Ma- 
grader,  RcAMirt  Marion,  Jeeiah  Makers,  David  Meri- 
wether, John  Monow,  Themae  Newfoa,  jua.,  Oiiieon 
Olia,^  Timoikbr  PitMat  jwn.,  Jeeiah  <»ihicy» Jujia  ttiea 
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>f  Tennmee,  Jacob  lUchanla*  TboiDta  Sammonp, 
rhomu  Sandfonl,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  C.  Smith, 
fohn  Smith,  Henr^r  Boutfaard,  Hichatd  Stanforil,  Wil- 
iam  Stedmaii,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Benjaodin  Tallmadget 
JaiDoel  Tennay,  David  THomaa,  Philip  V^n  Coitlandt, 
oaeph  B.  Varnum,  Peteg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Wal* 
m,  Ehpbatet  Wickea,  Da^rid  R.  WiHiama,  Marnadoke 
VilUama,  Nathan  WiUiama,  and  Alaxandw  Wilson. 

IVATB^WiUia  AlatoB,  jantor,  David  Baid»  Silaa  Bel- 
>D.  Jamea  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  Joaeph  Claj, 
reorge  Clinton,. junior,  Frederick  Conrad*  Samuel  W. 
^na,  Ezra  Darbv,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William 
^ckaon,  Jamea  Elliot,  William  J^indley,  Silas  Halaev, 
etb  Haatinga,  William  Hebna,  James  Holland,  Dtivid 
fough,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MarFarland,  Nicholas 
\  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
.  Mumford,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh,  John 
ea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  RQasetl,  Peter  Sailly,  Mar- 
n  O.  Schimeman,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smilie^  Samuel 
mith,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Joaeph  Stanton,  Samuel 
'agfl^rt,  Tbomibi  Wi  Tbompaon,  Uri  Tracy,  KlUtan 
:.  Van  Rensaelaei,  Dunml  C.  VerpUtnck,  John  White* 
Ul,  and  Robert  WhilahiU. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  aaid  amendmentak  together 
rith  the  bill,  be  rnd  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  said  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
lereto,  was  read  thethird  time  $  and, on  the  qaea- 
on  that  the  bill,  as  amended,  do  pasa,  it  paaaed 
I  the  nej^tive — yeas  46,  nays  46.     , 

Mr.  SrpEA^KBR  declaring  himself  with vtbe  nays. 
iOd  so  the  said  bili  was  rejected. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirms  tire,  are^— 

David  Bard,  Pvederiek  Conrad,  T^eonard  Covington, 
Isra  Darby,  John  -Davenport,  Junior,  Jamea  Elliot, 
ViUiam  Findley,  Jamea  Fiak,  uaiah  L.  Green,  SBaa 
lalsey,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Michael  Leib, 
)uocan  MacFarhin^t  Patrick  Magruder,  Joatah  Maa- 
;rB,  William  McCreery,  Nicfaolaa  R.  Moore,  Thomaa 
(oore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  GurdQU  S.  Mumford,  Joaeph 
!.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
lea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thoa. 
lammons,  Martin  O.  Schuneman,  Jamea  Sloan,  John 
Imilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomaa 
tpalding,  Joaeph  Stanton,  David  Thomaa,  IJri  Tracy, 
*hilip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnvm,  Daniel  C. 
^erplanck,  Johtl  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehilf,  Blipha- 
et  Wiekea,  Marmaduka  WiUiama,  Nathan  WUlia] 
ind  Thomaa  Wyniia. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  tiegarirc. 

Willis  Alatott,  jun.,  Joaeph  Barker,  George  M.  Bed- 
nger,  John  Blake,  jun.',  Thomaa  Blount,  William  But- 
er,  John  Oaoapbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler  Mar- 
in Chittenden,  John  C/laibome,  Christopher  Ctait, 
tfstthew  Ch^,  Jacob  Crowninshieid,  Richard  Gatta, 
oho  DawBon,  Bliaa  Earla,  Caleb  EOia,  Ebeneasr  Bl- 
ner,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea,  Petenmi  Oood- 
^,  David  Holmea,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Walter  Jonei, 
rbomas  Keaan,  Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwether, 
Phomaa  N«wton«  jun*,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
on.,  Jo^h  Quincy,  J^hn  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Jacob 
iicbards,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
imith,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Peleg 
Wadaworth,  Matthew  Walton,  David  R.  WiUiams, 
md  Richard  Winn. 

CHURCH  IN  GEORGETOWN. 

Mr.  FiNDLCY  called  op  the  bill  for  ioeorpMra- 
ting  the  PfeabylaciftA  Soesaif  •in'  GeoigatoViu 


The  bill  wta  long,  and  was  read  by  sections*  One 
seciioQ  authorized  a  lottery  for  fiuiabiog  the 
church. 

Mr.  Clark  ipoved  to  strike  out  the  section; 
vou  would  not  convert  your  charch  into  a  gam- 
bling house.  I  never  considered  that  religion  of 
the  best  kind  which  was  supported  by  lotteries. 

Mr.  Sloan. — I  am  for  striking  oat.  I  never 
will  coaseot  to  an  act  authoriziog  public  gam* 
bling. 

Mr.  Clabk.— Corporations  of  all  kinds,  bat 
more  particularly  ecclesiastical  corporations,  are 
objects  of  my  particular  hatred.  Religion  I  do 
Dot  consider  of  this  world.  I  am  no  enemy  to  it, 
boweyer;  I  adore  it.  To  try  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  fir^t  section. 

Mr.  SouTBAUD. — 1  can  see  no  possible  objeo- 
tioD  tti  ao  act  of  ineorporaiion  in  thia  aa  weft  as 
other  cases.  There  are  many  advantage  a  a  aoci- 
ety  of  thia  nature  cannot  enjoy  without  incorpo* 
ration*  Dooatioaa  from  the  wealthy,  who  olien 
bequeath  .^^uma  for  the  benefit  of  religioo,  cannot 
beheld  without  such  incorporation. 

Mr.  SloaM'-^Wc  have  no  acta  of  incorpora- 
tion in  the  aocieiy  in  which  I  was  brought  up, 
(the  duakers;)  yet  we  find  no  difficulty  in  tho 
management  of  our  affair»-^no  difficulty  in  re- 
ceiving gifts.  I  abhor  all  ecclesiasiical  corpora- 
tiona.  Congress  never  hiia,  and  1  hope  never  will, 
stain  its  pages  with  an  act  of  tbia  aort. 

Mr.  SniLifi.^ — I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  will  not  frighten  himself  with-tlie  echo  of 
bis  own  words.  No  evil  can  reault  from  this  act. 
The  opinion  of  the  duakera  is,  that  no  money 
ought  to  assist  them  in  their  paasage  to  heaven  | 
otbera  believe  that  monev  ia  em|  ioyed  to  the  beat 
advantage  in  this  way;  hence  the ^luakera never 
pay  thoav  who  preach  for  them,  while  almoaiall 
other  daasea  at  Christiana  do.  The  ge ntlemao 
from  New  Jersey  surely  does  not  wiah*to  forbid  a 
dergy man's  payment.  I  hope  that  eitizena  of 
difiereot  persuaaiona  may  all  have  a  full  enjoy* 
meal  .of  their  modes  of  religtoua  worahip^ 

&fr.  BLMSR^-^There  never  waa  a  nation  with- 
oat  religtoua  establishments.  Air  aeets,  eseept 
the  Quakerai  pay  their  preaehera.  and  if  tho 
preaehera  among  tbeCtaaaers  have  nut  a'direet 
salarVj  they  find  meana  tO'  obtain^  something  of 
that-aind  mdirectly,  though  nor  from  direetfimda* 
Cenaidered  In- a  moral,  politioal,  and  religious 
virew,  these  acta  of  ineor^ration  are  highly  ne* 
ce»aarf  and  proper  for  the  well  betog  of  society. 

Mr.  Olarx. — This  ia  the  fin>t  request  that  hat 
been  made  to  Congress  for  a  religious  incorpora- 
tion; if  we  check  it  now^  we  may  check  what' 
may  hereafter  prove  an  immense  evil.  It  is  from 
small  beginnings  that  great  disaatera  usually  rise. 
Should  tbia  bill  pass,  1  foresee  what  may  perhaps 
in  time  come  to  pav.  I  can  foresee  the  practice 
of  pioa.H  frands.  The  priests  dreaaed  in  their  ea« 
nonicaia,  attending  the  rich  man  on  his  dyine 
bed,  and  urging  the  repenting  sinner  to  part  with 
a  portion  of  his  wealth  for  the  good  of  the  cbnrch, 
and  fur  the  obtainment  of  a  certain  passport  to 
baa  van. 

Mr.  FiiinLiT.— Thiaiaanaccommodatioft;Ooli» 
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ress  only  can  grant,  and  which  is  enjoyed  in  all 
the  States. 

Mr.  Nicholson. — I  never  knew  an  application 
of  this  kind  to  be  refused  in  the  State,  a  part  of 
which  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent.  In  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  half  a  dozen  applications 
of  this  sort  would  have  been  (granted  in  the  time 
we  have  already  spent  in  this  unnecessary  and 
shameful  debate.  Why  should  we  refuse  ?  If  a 
society  of  Hindoos  in  the  District  should  make 
such  an  application,  I  should  not  think  of  refu- 
sing them.  If  the  dying  rich  man  believes  the 
bestowment  of  a  part  of  his  wealth  for  the  bene^ 
fit  of  religion  will  be  a  deed  rendering  him  more 
acceptable  to  heaven,  shall  he  be  deprived  of  this 
right  to  give,  because  another  thinks  otherwise  ? 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  nostpone  the 
consideration  oi  the  bill  till  the  Ist  ot  May. 
Mr.  Smilib  spoke  against  postponement. 

Mr.  duiNCY. — I  had  not  intended  to  open  my 
mouth  on  a  subject  that  appeared  to  me  so  plain  ; 
where  our  duty  was  so  apparent;  but  the  debate 
has  taken  so  strange  a  turn  that  I  must  make  a 
few  remarks.  This  is  a  mere  civil  affair — reli- 
gion has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned  in  granting  or  refusing  the  application. 
I  never  knew  an  application  o?  this  Kind  to  be 
refused — it  is  an  application  for  the  grant  of  cer- 
tain powers  to  a  certain  number  of  persons ;  it  is 
like  an  application  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank,  or  anything  similar.  Congress  have  only 
to  inquire  whether  or  not  the  ends  are  proper ; 
whether  the  powers  asked  are,  or  a  re  not  likely  to 
be,  injurious.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Clabk)  says,  that  incorporations  of  all  kinds, 
particularly  ecclesiastical,  are  objects  of  his  great 
abhorrence.  The  objects  of  bis  abhorrence  must 
then  be  very  numerous,  for  they  almost  every- 
where abound.  In  Massachusetts  nothing  can 
be  more  common.  The  incorporation  of  a  reli- 
ffioas  society  is  not  for  the  mere  purpose  of  ena- 
bling such  a  society  to  receive  the  gihs  that  may 
be  tequeathed  them ;  the  incorporation  is  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  enabling  a  society,  or  number  of  per- 
sons, to  transact  their|business,  to  hold  property, 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  dbe.  Property  they  must  hold, 
and,  if  not  held  as  a  corporate  body,  they  must 
hold  it  as  joint  tenants^-tenants  in  common— -or 
they  must  have  trustees  to  hold  it  for  them,  or  a 
part  must  hold  as  trustees  for  the  rest ;  and  hence 
arise  innumerable  difficulties,  litigations,  and  dis- 
agreements^ifficulties  that  will  not  arise  in  cor- 
porate bodies.  You  have  only  to  take  care,  when 
an  act  of  incorporation  is  granted,  that  no  powers 
be  granted  that  may  have  an  injurious  effect. 

Mr.  Southard. — The  incorporation  of  almost 
all  societies  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  public ; 
the  incorporation  of  religious  bodies  has  ever 
been  beneficial  to  morals  and  to  society  at  large. 
It  enables  them  to  give  and  to  receive  justice;  to 
sue  and  to  be  sued.  The  benefits  of  incorpora- 
tion are  innumerable;  what  were  society  without 
them  1  what  are  we  bnt  a  corporate  bodyl 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading  by  a  large 
majority. 


Wedmesdat,  February  19. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  communicating  information 
from  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis,  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  infantrv,  who  was  appointed,  with  a  party 
of  men,  to  explore  the  river  Missouri  from  its 
mouth  to  its  source.  The  Message  was  read, and, 
toother  with  the  documento  transmitted  there- 
with, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  enabling  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Gor- 
ernment  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condem- 
tiation  of  the  Danish  bri^ntioe  called  the  Hen- 
rick  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  QaEOO,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pobifc 
Lands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  twentieth  ultimo,  ^  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  ad- 
judication of  claims  set  up  by  persons  in  virtue 
of  ptirebases,  or  transfers  from  purchasers  of 
lands  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  ema- 
nation of  grants  under  their  authority,"  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  BoTLE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred, on  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  (or  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Cireoit 
Court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  br  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 
State  judges  and  State  courts :"  Whereupon,  the 
said  amendment,  together  with  the  bilL  were  re- 
ferred to  Bir.  Saillv,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  0ABn,A£r. 
Morrow,  and  Mr.  FowLBR. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Rt$oUed^  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  amending  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning 
the  Librarj  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress," so  as  to  extend  the  privileatt  of  taking 
books  out  of  the  Library,  to  the  Secretary  m 
State,  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  Committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Joobpb  Clat,  Niobol* 
SON,  and  John  O.  Smith,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  Dili  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  New  Or- 
leans," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactuires,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  eighth  ultimo,  the  petition  of  Fran- 
cis Amory.    The  Conraiittea  voet^  and  reported 
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Bgaiosi  ibe  prayer  of  thepeuiiooer;  whteh  «r«« 
Bgr<*ed  to  by  t)i«*  House. 

The  Huunecook  into  coosidt ration  the  amended 
bill  for  Uyiog  a  duty  often  dollars  on  every  sUve 
JD ported  into  the  United  States. 

Various  amendments  were  made,  when  the  bill 
iras  ordered  to  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 

[As  the  bill  now  atandfi,  it  provides,  ia  case  of 
fuufrgiiBg  hlavea  into  the  Uniled  States,  that  the 
'eiuel  in  which  they  are  brought  shall  he  forfeited* 
t  is  silent  with  regiard  to  the  lorfeit4ire  or  iiberda- 
ion  of  the  bin  ve^.] 

CHURCH  IN  GEORGBTOWN. 

The  bill  to  iocorporate  the  Trustees  of  a  Pres- 
yterian  Churph  in  Georgetown  wa5  read  a  third 
ime. 

Mr.  Elhsh  supported,  and  Messrs.  Jacksoh, 
{u>AN.  Holland,  and  Rhea,  opposed  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
he  bill  passed — yeas  72,  nays  40,  as  fuUuws': 

Yeas— PsYid  Bwd.  JoM^ph  Bai4er,  0ilas  Betton, 
lamahas  Bidffirell,  WilUam  Blackledge,  John  Blake, 
in.,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Bfown,  John  Campbell, 
ohn  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Joseph  Claj,Fred- 
nrk  Conradyl^eonard  Coivington,  Richard  Cutts,  6aa»- 
•1  W.  Dana,  £sra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
unes  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenexer  Elmer,  William 
!ly,  Willinm  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Andrew  Gregg, 
laiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  8eth  Hastings,  Wfl- 
am  Helms,  Darid  Holmes,  David  Hough,  MichadI 
.eib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Duncan  MacFarland, 
'atrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
am  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
onatban  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  6.  Mumford,  Jeremiah 
ifclson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Josiah 
{oincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Russell,  Fbo- 
las  Sammons,  Martin  Q.  Schunemau,  John  Smilie, 
ohn  Cotton  Bmidi,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Bpald- 
Bg,  Josoph  atanton,  William  Sledman,  Lewis  B. 
ItQfges,  SaoiMl  Taggart,  Benjamin  TalUiiadge,.6a»- 
ei  Tenoey,  DSa^d  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Jri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  CorUandt,  KUUan  K.  VaARens- 
elaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Poleg  Wadswoilh,  John 
Vhiteh^,  Robeit  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wiokeii,  Nar 
tiin  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynne* 

a  AIM — Willis  Alston,  junior,  George  M.  Bediager, 
^haoael  Bishop,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle,  WilUam 
Sutler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher 
)lark,  Matthew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 
hield,  WiUiam  Dickson,  Eiiaa  Earle,  Peter  Early,  John 
V.  Eppes,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Giay,  Silas 
lalsey,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas 
Lenan,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas 
lewton.  junior,  Gideon  Olin,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
oiph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
aodford,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith, 
^muel  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  Matthew  Walton, 
Kivid  R.  WilliaBu,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alexander 
Vilion,and  Richard  Winn. 

JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  JosBPB  Clat,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
ras  referred  the  petition  of  William  Levis  and 
lush  Maswell,  made  the  fullowing  report : 

That,  on  a  member  taking  his  seat  in  Congress  for 
be  ficat  time,  it  has  been  heretofore  coatomaiy  to  snp- 
dy  him  with  a  co^  of  theinumala  of  the  Congress 
9iti  Com. — 16 


under  the  CopMemtiofi.  For  thU  purpose,  hy  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
approved  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799,  the  Secretary 
or  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  authorized  and  dhected  to  subscribe  for  four 
hundred  copies  of  the  said  Journals,  then  pioposed  to 
be  published  by  Ridurd  Folwell.  Those  copies  were 
accordingly  procured,  and  have  been  distributed  to 
memben  of  each  Congress,  until  the  present.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  jnresent  Congrees  it  has  been  feund  that 
only  ten  oeples  remain,  which  are  by  no  means  sofll* 
oient  to  eupfily  those  memben  who  have  not  served  a 
former  Congress  with  one  oopy  eadi. 

The  pelitwnen  oflsr  tto  iiimish  eae  bvndred  anA 
tkiz^  oapisa,  howd  in  beards,  to  he  delivered  at  Wash- 
ington, at  9i6  a  eat.  This  ie  the  larioe,  induding  hind* 
ing  and  the  expense  of  transportation,  atwhich£»rmar 
sets  were  fnrniehed,  and  la,  as  the  eommiMee  ,ere  in- 
formed, ai  a  much  less  rate  than  Ihaa  at  which  the 
Journals  could  now  be  printed. 

Pmviaion  ought,  p^rhi^w,  to  be  made  for  printing  at 
the  public  expense  another  edition  of  these  important 
Journals ;  this,  however,  is  not  a  subject  on  which  jour 
committee  will,  at  this  time,  offer  an  opinion ;  but  they 
can  see  no  reason  why  (he  members,  who  have  now 
taken  their  seats  in  Congress  fot  the  drat  time  should 
be  denied  those  Journals  vrith  which  membera  of  every 
former  Congress  have  heen  supplied.  They,  therefore^ 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

JUaoHMi^  That  the  SeereAary  of  the  Senate  and 
•he  Clerk  of  the  House  ef  Representatives  he  aulhoriied 
and  difaelsd  to  pascheee,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 
Hoose  of  Rsfweaenlatises,  from  William  Levis  and 
Hi«h  MaxweU,  180  espies  of  FolweU's  edition  of  the 
Jonmals  of  the  Oongveas  noder  the  Coifoderalien,  si 
annhfiriee,  not  exceeding  sixteen  .doUare  per  set,  ae 
they  may  deem  eligihle- 

Relerred  to  a  GooMnittM  of  ihe  whole  Honae 
to-morrow. 


TsunamAT,  Fehniary  20. 

Mr.  JoBif  C.  Smith  from  the  Committae  -of 
Claims,  to  whom. was  referred  on  t,he  aevenfh  ol- 
imOy  the  petition  of  WiUis  Wileon,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  which  was  vend,  and  ordered  to  he 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  ctf 
the  Whole  Hoose  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smitb,  from  the  same  eommitteei 
preeenled  a  hill  making  proviaion  fy^  eatiAgnJsh- 
iiig  the  dehts  due  from  the  United  Statea;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  iCommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Philip  Nichlin 
and  Robert  Bagleafield  Griffith.  The  bill  wae 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  he 
engroaaed  and  read  the  third  time  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  JosEPB  Clat,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed yeaterday,  presented,  according  to  order,  a. bill 
t)  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress ;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  commiUed  to  a  Comr 
mil  tee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  fifth  in- 
»unt,  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
payment  pf  the  witnesaea  and  other  expeaaca  on 
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Mr.  Jaovboh  dbtenred,  tliat  tiie  House  having 
tfe(SHied  «gainst  angmentine  the  ralaries  of  lli« 
jfidffpff  of  the  Territory  of  Or  nmns,  in  coDse^jiieDce, 
}>rurahty,  of  the  idea  that  a  general  review  of  the 
aatartes  of  the  judges  of  the  aeverai  Terrilorie!*  of 
the  United  States  )jhonld  be  previously  made,  be 
Would,  in  correspondence  with  that  Impresston, 
dOfer  the  folJowins;  resolution: 

ketohed.  That  die  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaoa 
be  inatracted  to  iaquire  into  the  expediency  of  inorea*- 
Ing  the  salaries  of  the  officera  of  the  Territoriea  of  the 
United  Btatea,  and  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any 
tf  them ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

On  the  question  to  take  this  motion  into  conaid- 
cratijoo,  the  House  divided — ayes  83. 

YA^OO  CLAiirs. 

Mr.  Orvqo,  agreeably  to  notice  ^^rfx^  yester- 
day, cailed  for  the  order  of  the  day,  on  a  resolu 
tioii  offered  by  bim  on  the  6th  day  of  Deeember, 
for  tbie  refieal  of  so  much  of  an  act  of  Congress 
regulating  the  graiiu  of  land,  and  provfdifig  fer  the 
^^posal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Bfates  sooth 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  appropriates  any 
portion  thereof  to  the  satisfaetion  of  claims  under 
certain  acts  of  (Georgia. 

Mr.  MfiBivETBER  moved  a  'postponement  till 
Monday. 

Mr.  Efpcs  moTed  a  postponement  till  the  sec- 
ond Monday  of  March.  He  said  every  member 
Icaew  his  sentiments  on  this  subject.  He  was  rn 
^vor  of  tb«  proposition  of  the  gentleman  froip 
Pennsylvania.  But  while  %o  mtiny  interesting 
autjjects,  in  which  the  national  Welfare  was  direct- 
ly Involved,  remained  unacted  upon,  he  did  think 
that  everything  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  House,  ought  to  be  withheld  from  corndder^ 
atioo ;  that  no  unpleasant  circumstances,  or  di- 
'vision  of  opinion  on  subordinate  points,  should 
prevent  the  concurrence  of  men  of  all  parties  in 
.the  adoption  •of  aieasures  called  for  by  the  intet^ 
eating  crisis  of  our  affa^r8• 
•  Mr.  GBBOd  did  not  know  on  what  groiund  gen- 
tlenen  inferred  (bat  this  propdsition  was  caleo- 
fatvd  to  ranse  more  division  among  the  members 
of  this  Hooae  than  any  other  proposition  which 
wight  be  offered.  It  wasn  plain  and  simple  ques- 
tion, whether  it  was  not  beirt.  under  all  the  cir- 
enmstanc^  of  the  ca«e,  to  repeal  the  law  making 
an  appropriation  for  satisfying  the  claims  und^r 
the  act  proposed  to  be  repealed,  that  Congress 
inight  thus  forever  be  done  with  the  subject? 
Mr.  G.  said  he  had  forborne  calling  up  this  reso- 
lution, for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  Though  he  considered  the  sub 
ject  important,  and  that  it  behooved  the  Legisla- 
ture to  decide  upon  it  at  an  early  day,  he  had 
thought  it  inost  advisable  not  to  call  it  up  till 
the  great  national  business  before  the  House  was 
attended  to.  This  last  bosioess  had  been,  nnex- 
nectedly  to  him,  delayed  from  time  to  time,  and 
lie  thought  it  probable  that  the  resolution  under 
consideration  could  be  acted  upon  befbr**  the 
House  were  prepared  to  act  on  the  national  hnsi- 
aesa.    He  regretted  that  the  subject  of  onr  differ- 


ences with  one  of  the  bvHtfferent  natvons  tiad  not, 
before  this  time,  been  acted  on.  He  ba^  laid  a 
resolution  on  the  table  on  this  subject,  ibor  weeks 
ago,  bat  it  had  been  delayod  by  a  eaii  for  various 
vreastiry  statements — which  be  regretted  having' 
oonaented  to  aak,  as,  in  his  opinion,  tfoey  bad  so 
bearing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Jacsbok  roae  to  move  a  postponement 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Lei  a  said,  as  this  motion  ittTottipd  a  decis- 
ion of  the  tnain  question,  he  would  eall  for  the 
taking  of  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tbohab  hoped  the  gentleman  Irooa  Ttp- 
gfttia  (Mr.  Jackooh)  wqwM  with^dra  w  his  motion. 
as,  from  its  going  to  reject  the  re9«olittion,  it  woeM 
produce  all  the  remarks  which  would  an#e  from 
a  direct  discussion  of  iL  For  the  reasons  which 
had  been  nreed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.EppEaj  who  had  first  spoken,  which  he  con- 
sidered very  cogent;  and  as  the  subject  of  com- 
promise was  progretoing,  and  miffht  be  settled  be- 
fore the  second  Monday  of  March,  he  hoped  the 
motion  for  an  indefinite  postponement  wouM  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  for  a  postoonement  to  the 
second  Monday  of  March  prevail. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  if  he  viewed  the  subject  in 
the  same  light  with  the  gentleman  who  bad  jost 
spoken,  he  would  agree  to  wtbdraw  his  motion. 
He  could,  however,  never  make  principle  bend  to 
expediency.  Principle  had  heretofore  governed 
his  vote,  and  should  still  continue  to  govern  iU 
Even  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  he  doubted 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  resolution.  It  was 
known  there  was  another  subject,  connected  with 
it.  before  the  Legislature.  If  that  should  be  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  it  might  be  proper  to  agree 
to  this  resolution.  As  there  was  a  probability  that 
thatsubiect  would  come  before  the  House,  he  did 
not  wish  to  bring  the  subject  twice  before  them 
in  one  session.  Its  diKCUssion  had  heretofore  ex- 
cited all  the  malignant  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  aad  it  was  well  calculated  to  disturb  that 
harmony  which  ought  assiduously  to  be  cherish* 
ed  when  they  were  on  the  eve  of  entering  on  busi- 
ness of  the  deepest  national  interest. 

Mr.  J.  said  be  wished  the  subject  cotild  be  avoid- 
ed altogether.  He  was  heartily  sick  of  it,  and 
wished  to  get  rid  of  it  forever.  But  he  thought 
it  most  proper  that  the  question  of  compromise 
should  first  be  decided.  If  that  were  negatived, 
the  course  nuinted  out  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  might  be  necessary. 

Mr.  At^TON  hoped  the  motion  for  an  indefinite 
postponement  would  prevail.  He  said  that  though 
his  sentiments  were  not  c^hanged  on  this  aubjec^ 
and  though  they  were  the  same  now  as  they  ever 
had  been,  he  did  believe  the  tranquillity  of  the 
nation  depended  much  on  the  decision  of  tiiis 
question,  and  the  meeting  it  fairly  and  fully.  He 
hoped  this  would  take  place  this  session  ;  bat  with 
his  frieod  from  Virginia,  he  hoped  the  subject 
would  not  now  be  taken  up.  He  thought  that  the 
other  question,  relative  to  a  compromise  of  claims, 
should  be  previously  diseui^sed.  If  the  question 
of  compromise  could  not  be  agreed  to,  he  would 
agree  to  that  course  which  would  prevent  the  sub- 
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ject  f/om  ever  beio^  af  hated  witbin  tbpst  walls, 
by  transferring  it  eatirely  to  tbe  judiciarjr  trtbu* 
db)s  of  the  eoaatry.  He  wonid  rather  make  a 
TuJofliary  neiura  of  tbe  wbote  territory  to  Oeor- 
g:ta  than  suffer  ibe  subject  to  remain  in  its  present 
iiate.  Shoaid  tbe  aom promise  be  not  agreed  to, 
be  would,  IB  proper  time,  lay  a  proposition  to  tbt* 
effect  befoce  toe  House.  He  tboogbt  tbe  interest 
)f  ibe  nation  required-  tbe  getting  rid  of  tbe  sub- 
iect  in  t bis  way. 

Mr«  JacKsoM  witbdrew  bis  motion.  Ha  said 
lis  object  could  be  effected  by  poetpoeing  tbb  res^ 
>lutioo  from  time  to  time,  till  the  question  of  com- 
>romise  sbould  he  first  (Ueidod.  He  waa  indeed 
iriliing  that  boib  qncstioas  abould  be  decided  at 
be  same  time* 

Mr«  Clark  was  re^ly  concerned  bis  colleague 
» d  made  tbis  motion.  Tbe  resolution  of  tbe  gen- 
Jeman  from  PennsylTania  bad  been  before  uiem 
wo  moolbs,  and  not  a  single  step  taken  respect- 
ng  it,  and  now  wa  are  told  we  are  noi  to  act  upon 
t,  Liii  a  proposition^  not  even  b^ore  as,  shell  be 
lecided  upon.  Wbaterer  may  be  before  the  other 
)raoch  of  tbe  Leaislature,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to 
irgae  oppa  iu  What  prospect^  tbeo,  b  there  to 
^ei  at  tbis  subject,  wben  geutleinen  say  their  ob- 
eet  is  to  postpone  it  from  time  to  time^till  a  prop* 
isition,  in  its  embryo,  shall  be  decided  upon  ? 
f  tbe  subject  were  really  considered  as  com  posed 
>f  sucb  inflammable  materials  as  some  gentlemen 
think,  tbe  sooner  it  is  decided  tbe  better.  Mr.  C. 
laid  be  was  ready  to  go  at  once  into  the  discuK* 
lion,  and  be  tbougbt,  the  hotter  tbe  battle,  tbe 
earlier  would  be  the  peace  that  followed  it.  He 
was  ready  to  repeal  tbe  law,  wbiob,  in  tbe  opinion 
of  some  ffentlemen,  gave  a  sanction  to  claima 
fuaoded  in  fraud  and  corruption. 

Mr.  QasaG  said  he  had  no  objectioo  to  the  post- 
pnement  moved  by  tb^gealleman  from  Virginia, 
provided  tbey  could  get  at  the  business  contem- 
plated bv  bim.  Bnt  if  tbis  could  not  be  done,  ha 
was  raiber  for  going  into  a  consideration  of  the 
resolution.  As  to  tbe  proposition  of  compromise, 
be  knew  aurtbing  of  it.  No  proposition  of  tbis 
kind  bad  been  received,  by  tbe  fioose,  from  the 
claimants.  To  postpone,  therefore,  this  resolution 
for  a  busiin^flB  tbey  knew  nothing  about,  was  very 
extraordinary.  Ir  he  was  satisfied  they  could  ffet 
at  this  business  within  the  time  mentioned,  lie 
would  be  c  ontent  to  let  It  rest  for  tbe  present.  Bat 
as  that  was  uncertain,  be  hoped  the  resolution 
would  notprevail. 

Mr.  G.  w .  Campubll  hoped  tbe  motion  to  post- 
pone woold  prevail.  Business  of  much  more  im- 
poruince claimed  a  prior  attention.  Heconceived 
that  the  resolution,  when  investigated,  would  be 
found  to  contaia  a  very  curious  principle  which 
the  House  would  not  be  likely  to  adoot.  It  went, 
not  merely  to  decide  on  the  rights  ot  others,  but, 
to  strip  them  of  the  right  of  deciding  upon  those 
rights.  He  sbould  be  against  deciding  on  the 
rebolutioo  until  tbi*y  had  proviously  dt*cided  the 
question  of  compromise,  as  be  did  not  think  it 
necessary,  before  this  decision  was  made,  to  de- 
prive tberanelves  of  the  power  of  allowinsr  claims 
which  might  be  brpoghi  before  theai.    The  post- 


ponement would  leave  an  opening  te  Coagrew  to 
act  on  these  claims  as  tbey  might  see  fit.  For 
this  reason,  and  in  order  that  bui«iness  of  greacet 
moment  might  be  taken  up  in  tbe  first  instanca^ 
he  sbould  be  in  favor  of  the  postponement. 

The  question  was  then  takea  on  tbe  postpone 
ment,  antil  the  second  Monday  of  March,  and 
carried"— yeas  73,  nays  39. 

PAYMENT  Of  WITNESSES. 

Tbe  Houae  resolved  itself  into  a  Gommittea  of 
tbe  Whole  oa  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  providiaa 
for  the  psvment  of  the  wicnenses  on  the  trial  ai 
Samuel  Chase. 


Mr.  J.  G.  SmrrH  said,  at  tha  dose  of  tbe  last 
session,  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had 
gone  from  the  House  to  the  Senate,  and  been  di^ 
agreed  to  by  them.  Tbe  Seaate  oa  their  part, 
bad  passed  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  att 
the  witnesses,  to  which  tbe  House  bad  disagreed. 
A  ooffferenee  bad  taken  pl«ee  on  the  diaagreeta^ 
votes  of  tbe  Houses,  anil  the  bill  had  been  lost 
from  a  want  of  concurrence.  The  coosequenca 
was,  the  witaesses  still  remained  uncompensated; 
some  of  whom  have^  austained  heavy  expenses* 
Petitions  received  tbis  session  from  several  wit* 
nesses  on  tne  part^f  the  prosecution,  bad  been  re* 
f)?rred  to  the  Gommittee  of  Glaims,  who  bad  re- 
ported a  bill,  which  was  the  same  tn  substance 
with  that  adopted  by  th^  House  the  hist  session; 
tbe  committee  not  cooHidering  themselves  at  lib- 
erty  to  depart  from  the  principle  then  establbhed 
by  the  House. 

It  was  lor  the  House  to  decide  how  long  this 
unprofitable  contest  (for  unprofitable  it  surely  waa 
to  the  witaesseb)  sbould  be  kept  up.  Mr.  8.  said 
be  was  not  disoosed  to  go  into  a  consideration  of 
the  question,  wnether  tbe  expenses  of  an  impeach- 
ment should  in  all  cases  be  incurred  by  the  Got* 
eminent.  He  would  barely  observe  that  tbe  Sen- 
ate bad  been  unanimous ;  and  if  the  House  sbould 
adhere  to  the  ground  thev  bad  taken,  no  compen- 
sation would  be  allowed  to  the  witnesses.  Ha 
submitted  it,  whether,  under  theee  circumsftances. 
it  were  proper  to  keep  up  such  a  conflict.  It  baa 
so  happened  that  many  of  the  witnesises,  summon- 
ed by  tbe  accused,  had  been  used  by  tbe  managera. 
and  the  process  of  summoning  them  had  been  sim- 
ilar on  both  sides.  In  tbe  hilt,  there  was  an  emis- 
sion to  provide  foV  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
managers.  If  no  other  gentleman  proposed  an 
amendment  be  sbould  think  it  his  duty  to  offer 
one,  providing  for  these  expenses.  He  hoped  the 
Gommittee  would  agree  to  tbe  bill.  Some  gentle* 
men  might  think,  by  agreeing  to  it,  they  evinced 
an  opinion  of  the  guih  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
But  such  a  vote  could  not  be  viewed  in  this  tight. 
Tbe  House  had  exercised  their  Gonstituiional  right 
by  votiuflr  an  impeachment,  while  the  Senate  had 
exercised  the  same  rtffht  in  acquitting  the  accused* 
Tbe  same  bo  «y  who  had  acquitted,  had  sent  dowQ 
tbis  bill,  involving  their  opinion  that  tbe  proposed 
compensation  to  witnesses  was  right.  Indeed  be 
cffiDsidered  tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate  as  a  taxatioa 
of  ooata  by  the  eaiart  who  aat  on  thia  occasion. 
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Mr.  Macon,  with  a  view  to  try  the  question, 
whether  the  Hoase  would  tf  ree  to  pay  all  the  wit- 
nesses, moyed  to  insert  after  the  word  tnlnesaes 
the  words— ^' On  behalf  of  the  United  States." 
He  said  the  history  of  this  business  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connectieut  was  correct.  The 
accused  had  been  acouitted  by  a  Constitutional 
majority,  consisting  ot  a  minority  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  not,  he  believed,  the  practice  in  any  crim- 
inal court,  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  for  witnesses 
summoned  by  the  defendant,  to  be  paid  by  the 
State.  The  States,  in  many  instances,  pay  their 
own  witnesses^  where  the  person  accused  is  not  con* 
Ticted,  but  with  respect  to  the  conflict  between 
the  two  Houses,  he  was  convinced  the  decision 
of  this  House  was  correct ;  and  that  it  accorded 
with  the  general  usage  throughout  the  United 
States.  If  there  was  an  excepuon,  he  did  not  re- 
collect it.  It  was  true  that  one  or  the  other  House 
must  give  way,  or  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He 
would,  much  rather  that  it  should  be  rejected  by 
«the  disafi[reeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  than  that 
it  shoula  pass  as  it  then  stood.  If  the  Senate  had 
<^red  this  bill,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  grand 
jury,  who  make  a  bill,  have  refused  it.  The  two 
bouses  stood  on  the  same  ground.  One  are  the 
triers  and  the  other  the  hearers.  If  Congress 
agree  to  pav  all  the  expenses  of  an  impeachment, 
the  impeaened  may  run  the  expenses  to  such  an 
amount  as  to  prevent  a  trial.  Why  nay  the  ex- 
penses in  this  case,  if  not  in  any  otoer  ?  Shall 
they  be  paid  because  this  man  is  a  judge,  and  not 
a  man  arraigned  before  a  judffel  When  ajudg:e 
is  tried  he  deserves  no  more  indulgence  than  a  pri- 
vate individual,  and  though  he  is  acquitted  the 
acquittal  is  not  such  as  to  convince  the  nation,  or 
any  other  bodjr  of  men,  that  he  is  innocent.  It 
was  not  that  kind  of  acquittal  which  an  honest 
man  would  wish.  It  was  constitutional,  but  not 
by  a  majority  of  tbe  Senate.  Are  we,  under  these 
cireumstances,  obliged  to  pay  the  witnesses  he  has 
chosen  to  summon?  Believing,  as  be  did,  the 
man  guilty,  and  the  charges  in  many  insunces, 
sapi>orted,  tne  payment  of  his  witnesses  appeared 
to  him  a  very  strange  thing.  In  this,  as  in  every 
other  case^  he  was  willing  to  yield  to  a  Constitu- 
tional decision,  but  he  could  never  consent  to  pay 
the  witnesses  of  the  accused. 

Mr.  Alston  said  the  amendment  went  to  try 
tbe  question,  whether  the  House  would  agree  to 

Jay  all  the  witnesses  summoned  on  the  trial  of 
udge  Chase.  Before  it  was  made,  the  honomble 
Speaker  ought  to  have  told  the  House  whether 
they  could  determine  which  witnesses  were  sum- 
moned on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
on  the  part  of  Judge  Chase.  From  everything 
which  he  had  seen,  (and  he  had  examined  all  the 
documents  on  the  subject,)  he  had  found  no  data 
upon  which  to  determine  what  witnesses  had  been 
summoned  on  one  side  or  the  Other,  unless  from  tbe 
recollection  of  gentlemen,  by  whiph  he  supposed 
the  House  would  not  consen  t  to  begoverned.  When 
the  question  was  before  the  House  the  last  session, 
he  had  expressed  his  doubts  whether  they  ought 
to  pay  the  witnesses  of  an  accused  man,  whether 
he  was  acquitted  oc  convicted ;  but  he  was  now 


convinced,  that  nntil  Congress  passed  a  law,  pre- 
scribing how  witnesses  are  to  be  paid,  they  were 
bound  to  pay  them.  No  snch  law  had  been  passed. 
He  would  ask  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  wheth- 
er a  witness  on  the  part  of  Jndee  Chase cooid  de- 
mand compeosatiun  from  him  ?  Have  we  passed 
any  law,  prescribing  how  much  shall  be  paid,  ot 
how  it  shall  be  done?  No  such  law  has  been 
passed.  Mr.  A.  said,  be  thonaht  gentlemen  were 
carrving  their  prejudices  too  far  in  this  instance. 
He  had  voted  lor  five  out  of  eif^ht  of  the  articles, 
but  the  Senate  had  acquitted  him  of  ail -of  theou 
He  was  contented  with  this  decision,  and  so  far 
as  he  was  acquaioted  with  the  sentiments  of  those 
he  represented,  he  believed  thev  too  were  sadsfied. 
It  was  not  now  a  question  how  this  principle  should 
be  settled.  If  a  general  law  were  brought  before 
them,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  that,  if  a  man  so 
conducted  himself  as  to  bring  himself  to  a  trial, 
he  should  pay  hii  own  witnesses,  provided  soch 
law  declared  how  much  they  should  be  paid.  The 
honorable  Speaker  had  said  there  was  not  a  State 
in  the  Union  in  which  the  witnesses  of  a  penoa 
indicted  and  acquitted  were  paid  by  the  State. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  believed,  in  Virginia,  when  a  man 
was  indicted  and  acquitted,  he  was  not  subject  to 
tbe  pay menft  of x;ostsi.  If  this  were  true,  one  State 
at  least,  and  that  the  largest  in  the  Union,  had  set 
a  different  example;  and  if  precedent  was  enti* 
ded  to  any  influence,  it  was  against  the  Speaker. 
Mr.  A.  said  this,  however,  hiui  no  weight  with 
him.  The  great  objection  with  him,  was,  that 
they  could  not  discnmioate  the  witnesses  of  the 
United  States  from  those  of  the  accused ;  and  if 
they  could  ascertain  them,  there  was  no  law 
prescribing  how  the  latter  sliould  be  paid  by  the 
accused. 

Mr.  Jackson  believed  Congress  bound  to  ren- 
der compensation  to  the  witnesses  on  the  trial  of 
Judge  Chase,  on  the  abstract  principle  of  justice 
and  right,  as  well  as  from  precedent  and  practice. 
The  argument  of  the  honorable  Speaker  militated 
against  the  inferenee  drawn  by  him.  He  says  the 
accused  may  multiply  witnesses  to  snch  an  extent 
as  to  defeat  a  prosecution.  If  the  proposition, 
however*  be  examined  in  all  its  bearing  it  will 
be  found  to  operate  most  severely,  and  lumost  ex- 
clusively, on  the  man  impeached  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  no  matter  for  what  cause,  or 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent.  If  the  House 
are  determined  to  destroy  him,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  vote  an  impeachment,  which  will  impose  upon 
him  a  ruinous  burden.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not 
apply  these  remarks  exclusively  to  the  impeach- 
ment of  Judge  Chase.  The  Journal  of  the  House 
would  show  that  he  was  in  favor  of  his  impeach- 
ment. But  as  he  had  been  acquitted  by  the 
Constitutional  tribunal,  clothed  with  authority  to 
pronounce  him  guilty  or  innocent — the  dernier 
tribunal  constituted  for  such  cases — he  did  not 
consider  himself  justified  to  say,  after  their  deci- 
sion, that  he  was  guilty.  He  held  himself  bound 
by  tne  judicial  decisions  and  laws  of  the  country, 
though  as  an  individual  he  might  dissent  from 
someof  ihero.  The  United  States  might,  in  case 
a  person  acquitted  on  an  impeachment  is  com.- 
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pclled  to  pajr  his  witnessesi  maltiply  charges  em- 
Braciog  the  whole  life  of  the  accused,  and  tracing 
dim  from  the  district  of  Maine  to  Georgia,  so  as 
to  compel  him,  in  order  to  refate  the  charges,  to 
idduce  ten  times  as  many  witnesses  as  would  oth- 
erwise be  necessary.  The  true  role  is,  that  the 
:ourt  shall  decide  what  witnesses  are  proper  to  be 
axed  in  the  costs,  and  what  are  not.  The  Sen- 
ile, who  in  this  instance  are  the  court,  have  de- 
ided  that  all  shall  be  taxed.  They  were  perfectly 
ompetent  to  decide  whether  any  witnesses  of 
he  accused  were  brought  forward  without  suffi- 
ient  cause,  or  whether  they  were  essential  to  the 
lefence.  It  is  manifest,  by  the  bill  under  consid- 
ration,  that  thev  have  made  the  latter  decision. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carrlioa  is  correct  in 
lis  statement  of  precedent.  The  uniform  course 
Q  Virginia,  is  to  tax  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 
7ho  are  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury;  anq 
hose  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  the  same  way 
.s  those  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  This 
practice  has  been  extended  so  far  as  to  embrace 
he  payment  of  witnesses  from  another  State.  In 
.  late  case,  although  as  far  as  the  opinion  of  the 
ourt  could  go,  a  man  was  declared  guilty  of  the 
rime  with  which  he  wasi  charged,  yet,  the  jury 
laving  pronounced  him  innocent,  a  witness  on  his 
art.  brought  from  Kentucky,  was  paid  out  of  the 
ubfic  Treasury.  This  is  not  the  C9se  where  the 
Ddividual  is  convicted.  If  he  possess  sufficient 
property,  that  is  answerable  for  the  expenses. 

The  Senate,  undoubtedly,  possess  toe  right  to 
ay  whether  the  witnesses  adduced  are  necessary : 
ind  if,  in  anv  future  case,  improper  witnesses  shall 
)e  brought  forward,  they  may  refuse  to  tax  them. 
This  bill  does  not  provide  for  all  cases  of  impeach- 
nent,  but  is  confined  to  the  case  of  Samuel  Chase. 
SlLx,  J.  said  he  would  submit  whether  it  was  pro- 
per or  just  to  compel  men  at  a  great  expense  to 
ittend  at  the  seat  of  Government  in  an  an  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year  without  giving  them  a 
compensation.  If  a  law  had  been  previously  passed 
prescribing  that  the  witnesses  of  the  accused  should 
be  paid  hy  him,  they  would  have  required  some 
assurance  from  him.  But  as  no  discrimination 
bad  been  made  between  the  witnesses,  they  came 
forward  in  full  faith  that  the  Government  would 
iliow  thena  a  liberal  compensation. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said  he  had  but  a  few  observa- 
tions to  make  on  this  subject:  indeed,  indisposi- 
tion disabled  him  from  malung  many.  He  consi- 
dered this  bill  as  calculated  to  establish  a  ereat 
principle — a  principle  whether,  in  all  cases  of  im* 
peachmentjthe  United  States  are  to  bear  the  bur- 
den. It  was  not  in  reference  to  an  individual  that 
be  was  induced  to  advocate  the  amendment  of 
his  honorable  friend,  the  Speaker,  but  because  its 
effect  would  be  to  establish  a  principle  that  would 
hereafter  govern  in  similar  cases.  If  the  princi- 
ple were  established  that  in  all  cases  of  impeach- 
ment the  Government  is  to  bear  the  expense,  it  will 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  individual  impeached 
to  increase  the  burden  to  any  extent  he  pleases. 
And  whenever  a  man  shall  be  impeached,  base' 
enough  to  hate  the  Government  under  which  he 
Ures  and  holds  an  office,  in  a  case  which  requires 


but  two  witnesses,  he  may  summon  two  hundred. 
This  bill  will  establish  such  a  principle,  and  we 
shall  in  all  future  eases  be  told  that  the  witnesses 
of  the  accused  were  paid  in  the  case  of  Chase. 
It  was  for  this  reason,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  advocated 
the  amendment,  and  to  convince  the  individual 
that  subjected  himself  to  an  impeachment  that  he 
must  suffer  some  pains  and  penalties.  For  it  was 
not  to  be  presumed  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives would  impeach  any  man  unless  there  was 
some  color  for  it — some  reason  to  induce  the  na- 
tion at  large  to  believe  him  guilty.  An  impeach- 
ment speaxs  the  language  of  the  nation,  expressed 
througn  their  representatives;  and  wnenever  a 
man  in  office  conducts  himself  so  as  to  make  th» 
nation  believe  him  goiltv,  it  was  not  desirable  ta 
offer  the  protection  held  out  in  the  bill,  particu* 
larly  when  a  majority  in  the  other  branch  aba 
believed  him  guilty. 

But  gentlemen  say,  this  is  not  th6  practice  in 
the  State  courts;  and  we  are  told  in  Virginia, 
when  a  man  is  acquitted,  the  State  pays  the  ex- 
pense of  his  witnesses.    Mr.  N.  said  this  might  be 
so,  though  he  did  not  know  that  it  was;  it  was  not 
so,  however,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Any  gentleman  who  doubted  this,  had  only  to 
refer  to  the  treasurer's  accounts  since  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  operation,  and  he  called  upon 
any  such  gentleman  to  show  a  sinj^Ie  charge  for 
witnesses  m  cases  of  acquittal.    It  is  not  the  prac- 
tice in  England,  nor  could  it  be  made  to  appear 
by  any  document^  that  the  witnesses  summoned 
by  Warren  Hastmgs,  though  he  was  acquitted, 
bad  been  paid  by  the  Government.    But  admit- 
ting, for  argument's  sake,  the  practice  to  be  such 
in  the  United  States  as  it  is  represented  to  be  in 
the  courts  of  Virffinia^  would  that  meet  the  present 
case?    No.    In  virgmia  there  was  a  reciprocity* 
There,  if  a  man  was  convicted,  he  paid  all  the 
costs,  and  if  acquitted,  the  State  nays  them.   But 
in  the  United  States,  do  we  mase  the  convictea 
pay  the  costs  ?    Had  the  accused  judge  been  con- 
victed would  gentlemen  advocate  his  paying  all 
the  costs?   No.    In  that  case  he  would  have  been 
scot  free  as  to  the  payment  of  money^  though  he 
might  have  sunk  in  reputation.    In  Virginia  there 
is  a  reciprocity;  the  convicted  either  pays  the  ex- 
penses of  the  prosecution  or  goes  to  jail ;  whereaS| 
m  this  case,  the  United  States  are  called  upon  to 
bear  the  whole  burden.    When  Judge  Pickering 
was  convicted,  was  he  called  on  to  pay  the  costs? 
Such  a  thing  was  not  then  dreamt  oL    It  was 
theii  considered  proper  that  the  United  States 
should  pay  their  own  witnesses.    The  argument^ 
therefore,  fails.   The  only  objection  of  any  weight 
is  that  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina.   It  is  said  to  be  impossible  to  discriminate 
the  witnesses.    The  gentleman  says  that  he  has 
examined  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  cannot 
find  any  discrimination.    But  has  he  looked  at 
the  journals  of  impeachment,  where  it  appears 
that  such  witnesses  were  sworn  on  the  part  of  the; 
United  States,  and  such  on  the  part  of  the  accused? 
Besides,  if  this  evidencCwere  not  on  the  journal, 
it  could  be  got  from  the  parties  themselves,  whd' 
could  swear  they  were  summoned  on  the  part  of 
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the  United  States  or  the  defendaDt.  This  was  a 
common  thin^  in  the  courts  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
N.  supposed  It  was  likewise  so  in  other  courts. 
He  concluded  his  remarks  by  expressing  a  hope 
that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Early  said  it  was  bis  misfonune  the  last 
lessloD  to  differ  with  a  majority  of  the  House,  and 
his  present  opinion  was  what  it  then  was.  His 
opinion  was  not  founded  either  on  general  prinei- 

fles,  or  on  the  practice  of  the  several  States,  or 
doited  States  courts.  It  was  founded  on  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case.  Some  of 
these  circumstances  had  already  been  stated  by 
gentlemen;  but  there  were  some  important  points 
of  view  in  which  they  might  be  considered,  which 
had  not  been  noticed,  it  was  true,  as  had  been 
atated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
that  it  could  not  be  distinguished  which  witnesses 
were  summoned  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
And  which  on  the  part  of  the  respondent,  from  an 
Oro^ission  by  the  Senate,  when  they  prescribed  the 
form  of  the  subpoena,  to  distinguish,  as  it  is  usual, 
for  which  party  it  was  issued.  Tbie  fact  was 
abundantly  proved  by  the  form  of  the  snbpcena. 
How,  then,  were  witpesses  to  know  that  they  were 
aumfmoned  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  respondent?  They  could  not  know.  Thece 
Were  no  circumstances  by  which  they  could  ac- 
quire such  knowledge.  The  party  did  not  serve 
Bis  subpCBOas  in  person,  but  thev  were  all  sent  to 
the  marshal  of  a  given  State.  A  number  of  them 
%e^e  taken  out  in  blank,  and  sent  to  the  marshals 
by  post.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  en- 
deavored t6  obviate  the  force  of  this  fact,  by  in- 
formidg  us  that  a  discrimination  may  be  made,  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  fact  on  waich  side  the 
Witnesses  were  sworn.  True;  but  no  gentleman 
knows  better  than  himself  that  the  witnesses  sum- 
moned on  one  side,  were,  in  some  instances,  sworn 
6n  the  other;  and  he  would  call  bis  recollection 
to  the  testimony  given  by  Messrs.  Tilghmaa  and 
ftawle. 

[Mr.  NicaoLSON  here  explained,  and  contested 
the  fact.  Mr.  Earlt  agreed  that  these  two  wit- 
nesses had  been  summoned  both  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecntion  and  the  respondent.] 

Mr.  £ablt  said,  whether  he  was  correct  or  not 
AS  to  the  particular  cases  he  had  alluded  to,  he 
Was  not  mi:»iaken  as  to  the  general  fact.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  endeavored  to  ob- 
tiate  the  force  of  this  argument  in  another  way, 
by  representing  that  the  witnesses  might  be  called 
on  to  sweiir  on  which  side  they  were  sworn.  But 
this  could  not  be  done,  but  by  the  passage  of  some 
law  on  the  subject.  There  was  no  authority 
which  would  justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
in  demaodinfi;  such  an  oath,  and  if  the  circum- 
stance could  be  provedf  there  was  no  power,  under 
any  existing  law,  by  which  the  witnesses  could 
recover  a  compensation  fur  their  attendance. 
They  were  compelled  to  attend — by  whom?  By 
a  branch  of  this  Lf^fftslature,  on  pain  of  imprison- 
ment in  case  of  disobedience.  Whence  bhall  they 
be  indemnified?  Will  any  gentleman  say  they 
can  recover  from  the  respondent  7  If  so,  let  them 
point  to  the  law  which  authorizes  such  a  recov- 


ery. Will  they  say  it  can  be  bad  under  the  com- 
mon law?  A  majority  of  this  House  will  not 
bear  them  out  in  the  argument.  Fur  it  h  a  srand- 
iog  principle  with  us,  that  the  common  law  is  not 
in  force  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Staiets.  But 
put  this  objection  a>ide— how  much  shall  tbef 
recover  ?  Where  is  the  law  fixing  their  per  diem 
allowanced  There  is  a  perfect  chasm  in  the 
subject. 

Mr.  £.  repeated  that  his  opinion  was  governed 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  ca»e;  by  the 
omission  of  the  Senate  to  insert  in  the  sub{<eoa, 
on  whose  side  the  witnesses  were  summoned,  or 
to  provide  for  making  any  recovery  from  the  ac- 
cused ;  or  how  mucn,  and  where  the  recovery 
should  be  made.  He  considered  the  wirnesses 
summoned,  owing  to  this  omission,  as  being  with* 
out  a  remedy,  from  which  resulted  the  obligation 
on  the  partly  of  the  Government,  as  they  made  the 
omission,  to  provide  a  remedy.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  in  noticing  the  observations  rela- 
tive to  the  practice  of  Virginia,  stated,  that  if  a 
similar  reciprocity  existed  on  impeachraeats.  bis 
objection  to  this  bill  in  whole  or  in  part  woulU  be 
done  away.  Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  this 
observation  fortified  the  ground  he  had  taken.  If 
there  were  no  reciprocity  in  this  case,  it  was  for 
want  of  a  general  provision.  Let  us  thea  pass  a 
law  making  this  provision,  and  let  it  operate  in 
all  future  cases.  This  would  be  equitable.  But 
the  want  of  reciprocity  which  arose  with  them- 
selves,  was  no  ground  for  omitting  to  make  the 
only  provision  Tor  the  witnesses^iwbich  the  case 
allowed.  When  at  the  last  session,  in  consequent  a 
of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  bad  been  appointed,  he  re- 
collected that  a  distinguished  member  of  the  other 
branch,  now  absent  in  consequence  of  an  unfortu- 
nate accident,  took  this  ground — that  the  sub|CEna 
did  not  distinguish  on  which  side  the  witocftsies 
were  summoned,  and  made  a  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  be  so  modified  as  to  place  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  witnesses  of  the  respoodeoi  oa 
this  peculiar  ground.  This  proposition  did  not 
then  obtain,  but  Mr.  E.  was  still  for  taking  bach 
a  course.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable SPEA.KER  would  not  prevail ;  in  which  case 
he  would  move,  by  way  of  preamble  to  the  bill, 
what  would  place  the  allowance  on  the  peculiar 
ground  he  had  stated,  and  thus  remove  the  objeo« 
lions  of  the  Speakeb. 

Mr.  Nicholson  made  some  explanation  of 
what  he  bad  previously  stated  in  regard  to  tfae 
practice  of  courts,  and  observed  that  a  witnesa 
Mummoned  on  one  side  was  not  permitted  to  be 
sworn  on  the  other,  until  he  had  been  previoa>ly 
examined  by  the  party  summon. ng  him.  He  siso 
pa^8ed  over  the  journal  of  impeachment,  to  i^how 
that  the  witne>sai  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutioa 
had  all  been  examined  in  the  first  instance,  vitli 
a  few  exceptions,  which  were  .specially  noted,  be- 
fore those  on  the  part  of  the  respondent  were 
called. 

Mr.  Smi LIE,  being  of  opinion  that  the  question 
wa.<i  not  ripe  fur  decision,  moved  that  the  Com* 
mittee  shoidd  rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
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rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  24. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Kyak  Alezamdbbi 
returned  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  House,  for 
the  State  of  North  Catoliua^  io  the  place  of  Na- 
thsniel  Aletander,  appoiated  Governor  of  the 
mtit  Slate,  appeared,  produced  blBcred«DtiaU)  was 
qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  in  the  House. 
On  motion,  it  was 

jfieaohed,  That  the  Goimirittee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  iostrueted  to-  inquire  into 
the  expediency  oi  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
defraying  the  expense,  and  compensating  the  ser- 
vices of  Isaac  Briggs^  in  exploring  the  country, 
and  ascertaining  the  most  eligible  route  for  the 
mail  between  the  State  of  Qeotgim.  and  the  city  of 
New  Orleans ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Leib,  firom  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
seventh  instant,  **  to  inquire. into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  so  far  as  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  journals,"  made  a' report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaowiriNaBiBLO,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manofactorea,  presented  a  bill  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes^ 
which  was  read^  and  committed  lo  n  Committee 
of  tlie  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
''An  act  eoncerning  the  Libraqr  for  the  use  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress."  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

OnUrtdj  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments) be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  certain  dutjr  on  ton- 
nage, for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  with 
ao  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

INTBRC0UR8B  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  Sloan  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  laying  a  tax  on  slaves. 

Mr.  £arlt. — I  wish  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  till  Thursday  next.  We 
have  received  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  stopping  all 
intercourse  with  St.  Domingo,  which  demands 
our  prompt  attention. 

It  was  moved  to  postpone  till  the  1st  of  June — 
ayes  23.  It  was  then  carried,  to  postpone  till 
Thursday  next.  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  sus- 
pending intercourse  with  Et.  Domingo,  was  then 
called  up. 

Oa  rending  the  section  which  confines  the  non- 
intercourse  to  one  year, 


Mr.  Ai.8T0ir  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  Earlt. — I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre* 
vail.  The  Congress  must  be  again  in  session  pre* 
vious  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  can  do  as  they 
please.  If  any  alteration  should  be  made,  it  is 
probable  that  it  will  be  several  wevks  before  the 
oiU  passes,  as  amended,  through  the  Senate ;  it  u 
high  time  this  bill  was  passed ;  such  a  bill  ought 
to  nave  passed  loac  ago. 

Mr.  Alston.— 4  have-  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  the  amendment  in  ten  mtn* 
utes.  I  prefer  leaving  it  to  the  President,  who^ 
by  the  next  Mction,  is  authorised  to  restore  the 
intercourse,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  NioBOLaoN.— I  can  see  no  poaaiUe  reason 
for  retaining  this  scciien. 

Mr.  Clat.— i  have  anderstood  that  many  of 
the  Senate  voted  iif  favor  of  this  bill  on  account 
of  the  limitation.  We  know  not  what  will  be 
the  different  situation,  previous  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass  without  any  alter* 
ation. 

Mr.  EufBB.**Tbe  iimttation  does  not  touch  tha 
principle  of  the  bill.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  CaowifiNSBiBLD. — The  bill  ought  to  have 
some  limitation.  Why  leave  it  to  the  Presidtntt 
Let  us  open  the  intercourse  or  continue  the  non- 
intercourse  ourselves,  as  we  think  proper. 

Mr.  jACxaoN. — It  gives  the- President  too  much 
responsibility  ;  the  restoring  the  intercourse  may 
be  the  occasion  of  war.  I  prefer  modifying  the 
motion  so  as  to  insert  three  years,  instead  of  on& 

Mr.  Cook. — This  is  an  act  of  experiment ;  we 
know  not  what  will  be  the  situation  of  St.  Domin* 
go  within  a  year. 

The  motion  was  not  carried — teu  only  for  it* 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  the  bil^ 
and  rose.    The  House  immediately  took  it  up. 

Mr.  NrcBOLSON  thought  the  security  required 
by  the  bill  for  the  faithful  performance  of  a  voy- 
age, was  not  sufficient.  He,  therefore,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  bv  adding  *'  with  such  security  as 
the  collector  shall  approve.** 

Mr.  BinwELi.. — The  ground  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  moved  his  amend- 
ment, does  not  exist.  By  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  both  forfeited,  if  the 
vessel  be  vcJuntorily  carried  to  tbe  pons  of  St. 
Domingo.  And  where  is  the  propriety  or  need  of 
imposing  this  duty  on  the  collectors? 

Mr.  N1CBOL8ON. — If  we  are  sincere  10  our  dec- 
larations, let  us  make  the  bill  ho  strong  that  the 
intercourse  will  be  stopped.  If  we  are  inclined  to 
favor  the  revolt  of  the  blacks  in  St.  Domingo,  let 
us  make  the  bill  such  that  it  cannot  stop  the  in- 
tercourse. If  we  are  enemies  to  the  revolters,  let 
us  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  such  as  that 
they  cannot  be  eluded ;  as  that  tbe  intercourse 
will  effectually  be  stopped. 

Mr.  J.  CuLY  wished  that,  instead  of  such  secu- 
rity as  the  collector  shall  approve,  a  certain  sum 
should  be  mentioned.  He  thought  $50,000  ought 
to  be  the  ultiniMtum  of  the  security  required. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  have  beheld  with  grief,  and 
with  resentment,  the  continuance  of  this  dmhun- 
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orable.  this  nefarious  trade.  It  is  qatte  time  to 
pat  an  end  to  it.  I  do  not  thiok  the  securities 
sufficient.  The  vessel  and  cargo  are  Uable  to  for- 
feiture, but  suppose  the  vessel  and  caigo  are  both 
sold  in  St.  Domingo;  where,  then,  is  the  seco- 
ritvl 

Mr.  N1CHO1.8ON  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eppes. — We  are  called  on  bv  a  nation 
friendlf  to  us  to  put  a  stop  to  this  infamous  and 
nefarious  traffic.  It  is  time  to  do  it ;  let  us  pass 
the  bill  at  once. 

Mr.  Leib. — It  will  be  neither  to  please  France, 
nor  to  gratify  Monsieur  TaUevrand,  who  may 
have  said  this  tnde  was  improper,  that  I  shall 
act.  The  bill  has  come  to  the  House  but  to-day, 
and  is  it  proper  to  hasten  its  passage,  before  we 
can  have  time  to  examine  its  features  ?  It  wants 
amendments.  I  am  for  postponing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  them. 

Mr.  Bio  WELL  was  opposed  to  the  postponement; 
Messrs,  Nicholson,  Glat,  and  Crowninsbield, 
advocated  it.    It  was  carried— 57  to  53. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  J.  Ramdolpb  observed  that  some  time  had 
elapsed  since  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call 
up  his  resolution  fpr  amending  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  state  of  bis  health  bad 
not  admitted  of  his  taking  his  seat  before  this  day. 
He  therefore  availed  himself  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  move  that  the  House  should  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  with  the  view  of  taking  that  resolution 
into  coDsidecation. 

Mr.  Masters  moved  a  postponement. 

The  Speaker  said  there  could  be  no  postpone- 
ment of  a  subject  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  it  was  in 
order  everv  day  to  take  up  business  so  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  if  gentlemen  were  un- 
prepared, he  had  no  objection  to  waive  his  call 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  remarked  that  there  could  be  no 
debate  on  the  priority  of  business. 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution.  He  said  he  would  briefly  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  this  motion.  The  session  had 
progressed,  and  the  season  was  fast  approaching 
when  every  man  of  agricultural  pursuits  would 
be  anxious  to  attend  to  them,  unless  detained  by 
important  business.  He  did  not  belie.ve  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  so  import- 
ant as  to  require  immediate  attention.  He  hoped, 
therefore^  that  it  would  be  postponed  until  the 
next  session,  and  that  the  way  would  thereby,  be 
paved  for  transacting  the  important  nationsl  busi- 
ness that  claimed  their  earliest  attention. 

The  Speaker  said  the  first  question  was  on 
the  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  and 
carried — yeas  61. 

Mr.  Greoo  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  tbe 
lesolution  having  been  read,  as  follows: 


I  Btmhed,  hff  the  SmaU  m4  Aiise  ^  Befmrni^ 
Uvet  of  the  ImUed  Staie$  of  Awurica,  in  Cemgren  «•- 
sembiedf  iwo-Mrda  of  both  Hmuee  eoneurrwf^  Thai 
the  following  article  be  submitted  to  the  LegiiiatiireB 
of  the  serenl  States,  which,  when  ratified  sad  eon- 
firmad  by  the  Legislatures  of  three^firarths  of  the  said 
States,  shall  be  valid  and  binding  as  a  part  oi  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  : 

The  Judgsa  of  the  Supreme  and  all  other  Gouts  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  Tsmoved  firom  office  by  the 
Preaidenty  on  the  joint  address  of  both  Houses  of  (kn- 
greas  requesting  the  same. 

The  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  it,  widi- 
out  debate — yeas  51,  nays  55. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
disagreement  to  the  resolution. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  tbe  re- 
port— 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  called  for  the  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  concorrence. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  to  the  third  Monday  of 
March,  merely  with  the  view  of  making  it  give 
place  to  more  important  business,  whick  he  said 
must  be  attended  to.  He  said  be  'had  voted 
against  the  resolution,  not  beeauae  be  was  inimi- 
cal to  the  principle  involved  in  it.  Witb  a  small 
modification,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  it ;  and  he 
hoped  the  period  was  not  distant  when,  with  ench 
a  modification,  it  would  become  a  part  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  hoped  a  postponement  to  so 
distant  a  day  would  not  prevail.    He  was  himself 
desirous  that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  few 
days,  in  .order  to  give  notice  to  the  Hoaae,  that 
there  might  be  a  full  vote  on  what  be  considered 
a  most  important  measure.    He  appeared  in  this 
instance,  as  in  many  others,  to  be  in  a  state  of 
profound  error.    The  amendment,  or  deterioration 
of  the  Constitution,  he  had  always  considered  to 
be  a  point  of  the  i^reatest  importance.    But  now. 
judging  by  the  opinions  of  gentlemen,  it  seemed 
to  M  of  lesser  importance  than  the  laying  a  doty 
of  one  or  two  per  cent.,  to  continue  but  fiv  two  or 
three  years,    it  has,  said  Mr.  R.,  been  a  subject 
of  extreme  concern  to  me,  though  not  myself 
able  to  attend  to  the  public  business,  to  find,  on 
inquiring  daily  of  my  eoUeagueS)  that  the  House 
has  refused  to  do  any  business,  because  on  a  future 
day  they  expected  some  important  business  to 
come  before  them.    I  understand  that  a  very  im 
portant  resolution  of  a  gentleman  from  Pennsyl 
vanin,  on  a  business  so  generally  denominated  ;he 
Yazoo  as  to  require  no  other  name,  was  postpon- 
ed on  the  same  ground  that  my  colleague  nov 
wishes  the  resolution  under  consideration  post- 
poned.   If  there  is  such  important  business  to 
transact,  in  Gh}d's  name,  why  not  progress  in  it? 
But  notwithstanding  this  immensely  important 
business,  which  serves  as  an  excuse  for  doing 
nothing,  we  make  no  progress  in  it,  if  by  it  I  am 
to  understand  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations.  I 
have  no  wish,  nor  do  I  intend  to  allude  to  any- 
thing which  passed  while  we  were  sitting  in  con* 
clave.    But  1  did  hope,  when  one  or  two  mem- 
bers, who  were  represented  as  the  only  bindran- 
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ces  to  the  dcBpaCeh  of  bostness,  were  withdrawn 
from  the  Hoase  for  one  or  two  weeks,  every  thing 
wouJd  have  been  completed.  I  exp^ed  the 
adoption  of  yery  different  measures  towards  Great 
Britain.  Instead  of  this,  I  find  nothing  done.  And 
now,  when  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  is 
brought  forward,  which  is  allowed  to  be  very  im- 
portant, and  when  the  resolution  of  the  gende- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  is  called  up.  we  are  told 
by  gentlemen,  we  cannot  attend  to  these  subjects; 
there  is  important  business  which  we  expect  to 
have  at  some  future  day  before  us,  and  therefore 
are  are  determined  in  ■  the  interim  to  do  nothing. 
One  word  as  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  on 
oay  left,  (Mr.  Conrad.)  He  belongs  to  a  class  of 
men  which  I  highly  respect,  for  the  plain  reason, 
Ihat  I  belong  to  tt  myself.  He  says,  the  time  is  ap- 
proaching when  every  man  engaged  in  agricul- 
mral  pursuits  must  be  anxious  to  go  home,  and 
therefore  he  does  not  wish  at  present  to  act  on  the 
resolution  I  have  laid  on  your  table.  True ;  but 
when  men,  be  they  agricultural,  mechanical,  or 
Df  any  other  profession,  undertake  any  business, 
it  is  their  duty  to  go  through  with  it  at  every 
hazard.  I  do  not  know  a  man  in  the  House  who 
ias  siiffered  more  than  the  individual  who  now 
iddresses  you  by  his  attendance  here,,  and  if  I 
jould  have  found  an  apology  in  my  own  mind,  I 
should  loD^  since  have  been  gone.  If  the  situa- 
tion of  affairs  warranted  it,  I  should  be  willing  to 
idjourn  for  two  or  three  months.  But  I  never 
can  wee  to  adjourn  in  the  present  perilous  statiie 
Df  a&irs,  and  leave  the  country  to  a'  blind  and 
fortuitous  destiny.  -  I  must  first  see  something 
like  hind,  some  foot-hold,  something  like  certain- 
ty, instead  of  a  political  chaos,  without  form  or 
body.  Before  I  consent  to  go  nome,  I  most  see 
something  like  a  safe  and  honorable  issue  to  our 
differences  with  foreign  Powers ;  and  I  must  see, 
I  hope,  another  thing— something  like  an  attempt 
to  bring  the  Constitution  of  this  people  back  to 
the  principles  on  which  this  Administration  came 
into  power.  I  take  this  nroposition,  and  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Nicbolson,) 
to  be  two  important  means  of  bringing  that  Ad- 
ministration oack  tp  those  principles.  My  friend 
from  Virginia  says,  he  expects^  at  a  future  period, 
to  obtain  this  reform.  I  tear,  if  delay  be  permit- 
ted, that  vre  shall  get  into  the  situation  of  another 
deliberatire  assembly,  of  which  every  member 
agrees  that  reform  is  necessary,but  that  the  present 
b  not  the  accepted  time.  I  am  afraid  that  we  are 
in  this  situation  already.  I  believe  it,  because  I 
see  it.  It  is  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that 
we  made  hay  while  the  sun  shone :  that  we  got 
in  the  harvest  at  the  first  session  oi  the  seventh 
Congress ;  that  we  did  away  the  midnight  Judi« 
ciary  and  the  internal  taxes.  If  those  institutions 
were  now  standing,  I  believe  they  would  be  as 
impregnable  as  any  part  of  the  system  around 
which  gentlemen  affect  to  rally.  I  believe  it,  be- 
cause I  believe  appointments  would  have  their 
effect.  Yes,  it  is  but  too  true,  that  patriots,  in 
opposition,  are  as  apt  to  become  courtiers  in  pow- 
er, as  courtiers  in  power  are  fond  of  becoming 
patriots  in  opposition.   So  far,  then,  from  wishing 


to  postpone  this  roeature.  I  believe  that  delay  will 
only  serve  to  enhance  tne  difiSMruity  of  obtaining 
it.  It  is  a  maxim  laid  down  by  every  man  that 
has  written  on  national  policy,  that  those  abuses 
which  are  left  untouched  in  the  period  of  a  revo- 
lution, are  sanctified  by  time,  and  remain  as  the 
nest-eggs  of  future  corruption,  untiji  they  compel 
a  nation,  either  to  sweep  them  away,  or  to  sink 
beneath  them.  Thb,  without  any  exception,  is 
the  history  of  ail  corruptions ;  and  those  corrup- 
tions and  abuses,  not  reformed  at  the  first  session 
of  the  seventh  Confress,  what  has  become  of 
them  I  Have  they  been  suffered  to  sleep  1  If 
they  have,  is  it  no|  to  be  apprehended  that  they 
will  rise  refreshed  from  their  slumbers  with  gigan- 
tic  strength?  Fortunate  it  was  that,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  seventh  Congress  the  midnight  Ju- 
diciary and  the  internal  taxea  were  done  away; 
and  it  would  likewise  have  been  fortunate,  if 
another  measure  had  been  attended  to  at  the  same 
time.  It  would  have  been,  in  my  firm  persuasion, 
very  different  in  its  issue  from  that  which  it  haa 
been.  If  the  great  culprit,  whose  judicial  crimes 
or  incapacity  had  called  for  legislative  punish- 
ment under  the  Constitution,  and  which  have 
given  rise  to  the  motion  now  before  us,  had  been 
accused  at  the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Con- 
gress, that  accusation  would  have  had  a  very  dif« 
ferent  issue.  And  why?  Because  it  is  perlectly 
immaterial  what  a  man's  crimes  are — every  day 
that  elapses  betweien  their  commission  and  the 
time  he  is  called  to  answer,  lessens  the  detfsta- 
tion  and  horror  felt  for  them,  and,  of  coure,  en- 
hances the  value  of  his  chance  of  an  escape  from 
runishment.  I  am  persuadedthat,  in  the  remarks 
have  offered,  I  have  been  hurried  into  some  ob- 
servations that  do  not  strictly  belong  to  it.  Yet 
these  remarks  furnish  a  sound  reason  for  not  de? 
ferring  the  proposition  until  the  time  moved  bv 
my  coueague.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  House  will 
reject  the  postponement  until  the  third  Monday 
of'^Mareh,  and  that  a  post^nement  will  take  nlace 
to  some  time  when  the  House  shall  be  fuller, 
when  a  decision  can  be  made  after  mature  reflec- 
tion. For,  truly,  as  to  the  provision  under  the 
Constitution,  can  any  man  be  so  mad  or  foolish  as 
to  think  of  a^ain  tryiujg  it  ?  I  consider  the  de^ 
cision  of  the  last  session  as  having  established 
this  principle — that  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
may  act  in  as  corrupt  a  manner  as  he  pleases^ 
without  there  being  any  Constitutional  provisioa 
to  call  him  to  an  account. 

Mr.  Grbgo.— I  feel  but  little  concerned  as  to  the 
fate  of  this  motion.    I  am  ready  at  any  time  to 

five  my  vote  on  the  resolution.  As  it  npw  stands, 
shall  vote  against  it ;  but  modified,  as  I  have 
seen  it  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
I  shall  vote  for  it.  But  my  principal  reason  fox 
rising,  is  to  say  that  a  great  part  of  the  censure 
cast  on  the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia  for  not  meeting  the  national  business,  ia 

E roper  and  applicable ;  and  I  regret  that  it  is  sa 
iut  if  the  gentleman  reflects  on  the  subject,  he 
will  acknowledge  that  a  great  part  of  the  delay 
which  has  occurred,  attaches  to  nimself.  L  four 
weeks  ago^  submitted  a  resolution  to  the  House 
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on  some  points  of  diicpute  between  one  of  che  bel- 
ligerent nations  and  the  United  Stales;  I  was 
anxious  that  it  should  be  taken  up  and  promptly 
decided,  one  way  or  another.  The  gentleniaD 
from  Virginia  then  calif d  for  certain  statements 
from  the  Treasury,  which  he  considered  as  baT- 
tng  a  bearing  on  the  subject.  Under  that  im- 
pression the  consideration  of  the  resolution  was 
deferred  from  day  to  day ;  and  the  statemeata 
have  not  yet  been  reoeiTed.  I  stated,  at  the 
time,  that  these  statements  could  have  no  inAu- 
ence  on  mj  vote;  but  other  gentlemen  said, 
they  would  influence  theirs.  I  regret  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  go  on  with  this  businesa.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  we  are  to  be  kept  in  this  par* 
alylic  state.  If  the  gentleman  who  has  called  for 
the  statements,  and  other  gentlemen  will  aierte,  I 
am  prepared  at  once,  lo  go  into  an  exarainaiioo 
of  the  subject.'  But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Yir^ 
ginia  was  the  fir^t  to  embark  the  House  in  this 
call^  I  hope  he  will  take  a  part  of  the  censure  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Shilib.-^!  am  sorry  the  moiion  oi  postpone* 
ment  has  been  made.  I  do  not  know  any  other 
time  better  than  ihe  present  for  the  discussion  of 
this  subject.  It  U  a  subject  of  theluM  importance 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 
1  am  a  friend  to  an  amendment  of  the  Coontita- 
tion  relative  to  the  Judiciary  department.  Wbe< 
ther  that  offered  is  the  best  that  can  be  made,  or 
whether  it  is  going  too  far,  I  cannot  determine 
until  the  snbjeet  shall  have  been  investipited  in 
this  Housct  For  my  part,  I  am  so  sensible  that 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the 
power  of  impeachment  is  a  iHiUity,  that  I  see  the 
utmost  necessity  for  an  amendment.  From  what 
we  ha^e  seen,  I  do  religiousiy  beHeve  that  we 
cannot  convict. any  man  on  an  impeachnient. 
The  resolution  before  you  goes  to  place  the  Judges 
ef  the  United  States  on  the  same  inc^pendent 
looting  with  those  of  Great  Britain.  Whether 
our  situation  requires  th^  thev  should  stand  upon 
higher  ground,  is  a  proper  snbjeet  for  discussion. 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they  ought  not*  h 
19  contended,  it  is  true,  that,  as  they  have,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  the  right  of 
sitting  in  judgment  on  our  laws,  they  ought  to  be 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress. This  subject  must,  at  some  time  or  other, 
be  considered,  and  some  amendment  in  the  Con- 
atttution  must  take  place.  When  the  delsys  and 
Tarious  vexations,  attendant  on  an  impeachment, 
are  considered,  it  will  be  evident  that  they  will 
generally  discourage  the  House  from  taking  this 
ttejt]  and.when  it  is  likewise  considered  that  a 
conviction  can  only  take  place  on  the  votes  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senste,  let  gentlemen  say  whe- 
ther there  is  any  chance  of  making  the  Constitu- 
tions! provision  effectual.  1  despair  of  it.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  modiflcation  which  may 
be  given  to  this  resolution,  that  is  another  thing. 
I  sincerely  wish  the  House  would  take  it  up  and 
consider  tt  without  any  great  delay. 

Mr.  Clark.^I  hope  my  coileague  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  have  not  made  this 
motion  from  hostility  to  his  resolutioa.    With  a 


small  modification,  I  am  decidedly  for  it.  I  as- 
sure him  it  did  not  require  the  remarks  he  hai 
made  to-day,  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the  pres- 
ent  system.  Of  that  1  had  satinfaccory  proof  th« 
last  year.  But  I  doubt  whether  the  reaoioiion,  ia 
its  present  state,  is  correct.  I  do  hope  that  my 
colleaivue  will  give  it  a  little  more  eoosideiatioOf 
and  I  assure  him  I  shaU  be  happy  to  harmonin 
with  him.  In  the  decisien  by  a  mefe  majority, 
the  scales  of  justice  aae  so  near  an  eqailihnom, 
that  it  is  doubtful  often  to  which  side  jnatice  ia- 
clines.  I.  therefore,  think  there  ou^ht  to  be  aome 
modification  of  the  principle  cgntamed  io  the  rc»> 
ointion.  But  I  principally  wish  the  poatpoiiemeat 
to  prevail,  that  the  House  may  act  on  resoiiitioai 
which  I  eooceiTe  all-importantto  the  wbole  eoiiJi> 
trf,  and  peculiarly  so  lo  that  part  of  the  comaiiH 
nity  represented  by  ray  oolieagne  and  myaelC 
Bvery  day's  delay  increases  the  difficulty  and 
urges  on  the  ruin  that  menaces  theoa.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  is  not  the  best  haraoony  between 
the  merchants  and  pkntera.  It  is  at  ali  times  the 
interest  of  the  former  to  bur  produce  aa  cheap  as 
they  can,  and  never  was  there  a  better  scheme 
for  speculation  to  them  than  that  furnished  by 
the  resolutions  on  our  table.  How  easy  it  is  fat 
them  to  couTince  the  ptenter  that  these  will  he  a 
suppression  of  intercourse,  and  that  his  produce 
will  be  ^oon  worth  nothing.  Theae  are  the  effects 
that  I  wish  to  prevent.  My  colleague  will  do  a» 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  have  had  no  haad  io 
the  procrastination.  I  hare  offered  no  project; 
With  regard  to  the  proposed' amendment  to  the 
ConMitutioo,  I  repeat  it,  I  am  in  favot  of  it,  with 
a  small  modification.  Nor  do  I  wish  it  postponed 
for  any  great  length  of  tine.  I  kare  no  idea  of 
leaving  that  to  be  done  by  our  children  which  we 
ought  to  do  ourselves.  But  let  us,  in  the  first  in* 
stance,  proceed  to  the  most  important  hnstincsa. 
Let  not  my  colleague  authorise  gentleoMn  to  say 
that,  to  prevent  an  attention  to  it,  he  interposed  im 
favorite  scheme.  I  have  another  reason  for  this 
postponement:  There  is  no  reason  for  acting  oa 
an  amendment  to  the  Coastitotion  iastaatsae- 
oosly.  Most  of  the  State  Le^tslatnres,  before 
whom  it  must  be  carried  before  it  is  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  have  broken  up,  and  will  aot  uutt 
again  till  the  Fall.  If,  therefore,  an  amtndment 
be  passed  at  any  time  during  the  aession,  it  will 
answer. 

Mr.  Mastbbs  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
resolution  indefinitely,  for  wjiieh  he  concisely  as» 
signed  his  reasons. 

Mr«  Bbdingbb  called  for  the  y^as  and  nays  on 
this  motion. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  said  he  was  against  the  indefiaiia 
postponement  of  the  suliject,  thoiwh  in  favor  of 
its  being  postponed  a  short  time.  He  thoug^bt  it 
was  a  subject  which  ought  to  be  fullv  investiga- 
ted. He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  objeci  of 
the  resolution,  but  in  s  different  form. 

Mr.  CoNBAO  was  in  favor  of  the  ind<>finite  post- 
ponement  of  the  resolution.  He  did  not  thiaKthe 
subject  ought  to  he  acted  upon  at  this  session.  Ha 
was  not  unfriendly  to  the  principle,  but  he  never 
eunld  consent  that  a  bare  majoiity  of  Gongiesf 
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«boald  hawe  the  power  to  remove  a  j«<ige.  If  the 
«iDnidineot  wm  so  ffamed  as  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent a  diseretiooary  power  to  remove  a  judge  oo 
the  address  of  a  niajoriiy.  of  the  two  Hoosen,  and 
io  make  the  reiaovai  imperative  on  the  vote  of 
two-thirds,  he  might  be  for  it  At  any  rote  lie 
thought  it  best  to  postpone  the  sut)ject  until  the 
next  session. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb.*^I  am  perfectly  convinced 
of  the  e<»rfectoe88  and  parity  of  the  motives  of  my 
oolkeagae  on  all  subjects,  and  wherever  I  diffitf 
irom  bim  in  opinion  I  always  consider  it  a  mis- 
fortune.  But  I  have  principally  risen  to  plead 
guiity  to  the  charge  of  ibe  gentleman  from  Penn- 
ayl  vania,  which  is^  that  I  would  not  act  on  hk  mo- 
tion wlihoui  any  information  on  it  1  coa/ess  the 
iaet.  There  is^  however,  erne  circnmstance  that  ] 
strikes  my  mind  as  of  some  force.  What  Ih  there 
Io  prevent  our  diseci  sing  the  business,  and  when 
there  shall  be  occasion  to  take  up  business  of^ 
greater  national  importance,  disDensing  with  that 
which  may  be  before  us.  I  ask  whether,  if  we 
had  taken  up  this  resolution  or  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  we  should  not  bare  had 
ample  time  for  dtjicussinn  b<;fore  the  information 
called  for  shall  be  received  Arom  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ;  and  if  we  have  not  the  right,  at 
any  time,  to  make  less  important  ^ive  way  to 
more  important  business?  Is  not  this  the  course 
which  every  ohm  pursves  in  the  maiiagemeiit  of 
his  private- affairs?  Are  we  lo  sit  here,  without 
Teceiving^  information  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  doittg  nothing  1  1  am  as  anxious  as 
any  man  for  a  oeoision  of  tke^ne:ftion  implicated  ^ 
in  several  of  the  resolutions  laid  on  our  table,  and 
for  a  good  reason.  My  tobacco  ti  uasold.  I  feel 
^e  fiul  force  of  the  observations  of  my  colkague. 
I  know  that  theae  resolutions  have  already  given 
rise  to  much  nefarious  speculation.  When  I  oiJIed 
for  informadoa,  1  hadnoideaef  the  time  it  would 
take  to  get  ft  $  and  had  I  been  apprized  o£  it.  I  do 
not  kDow  whether  I  should  not  have  preferved  act- 
ing in  the  dark  to  waiting  for  k. 

Tbere  is  asothej  reason  why  I  wish  this  sub- 
ject (amendcaent  to  the  Cooittitution)  tidcen  up  at 
this  Btssion.  W^hen  I  offered  this  resolution  at 
the  last  session,  it  was  said  to  be  too  near  the  close 
of  the  session  to  act  upooit^^this  wasacknow- 
Mged.  Bot^  it  was  said,  print  it  and  let  it  ffo 
abroad.  This  has  been  dode.  But  the  reason  for 
wbieh  I  wish  it  acted  upon  this  session  is,  that 
the  electwns  intervene  between  this  and  the  next 
session.  (Gentlemen  may  say  what  they  please 
of  the  principle  of  quamdiH  bene  se  gemerii^  but  1 
believe  if  the  memt>ers  of  this  House  btild  their 
seats  f«nr  seven  years,  their  conduct  would  not  be 
the  same  as  it  is  under  the  present  tenure.  I  wish 
to  recar  to  that  good  old  principle  that  sends  the 
Representative  back  to  render  an  account  of  his 
•etioos  to  his  constituents.  After  the  next  elec- 
tion gentlemen  will  obtain  credit  for  two  vfors 
more  of  good  behaviour.  I  believe  my  friend 
from  Virginia  will  allow  this  to  be  a  good  reason 
tgsinst  a  postpooement 

Bui  Ism  told  this  amendment  comes  forward 
in  a  very  questioAabie shapes  that,  indeed,  itisno 


amendment  to  the  Constitution.  But  this  is  the 
first  time  1  ever  knew  a  legislative  body  refuse 
to  act  on  a  proposition  barely  because  it  may  re- 
quire some  amendment.  If  (here  are  any  parts 
of  the  prc^OMtioa  exceptionable,  while  the  prin* 
ciple  is  correct,  why  not  amend  them  ?  I  con* 
fess  this  thing  is  beyond  my  depth.  I  caaoot  see 
into  it.  I  cannot  fathom  it.  As  gentlemen  have 
stated  the  substance  of  the  resolution  as  a  reason 
for  its  postponement,  i  will  state  its  subsunce  aa 
a  reason  for  not  postponing  it.  One  geotiemaa 
says  he  will  not  consent  that  the  judges  shall  hold 
their  offices  subject  to  the  wiid  of  a  hare  majority 
of  the  two  Houses.  But  4loes  hot  everytkinc  oif 
importamse  depend  on  them?  Do  they  not  a^ 
proprfUte  millions?  Oo  they  not  hold  the  pvrsa 
and  the  sword?  Or  do  gentlemen  think  fhe  wool* 
sack  more  important?  This  is  most  indubitably 
the  ease ;  and  I  wish  to  hear  any  reasoutng  against 
giving  efficiency  to  the  will  of  a  majority  that 
does,  not  approximate  the  doctrine  of  the  Polish 
veto.  There.can  be  no  reason  for  this  distinction. 
And,  so  Ckr  fromthere  being  danger  of  this  power 
being  abused,  the  experience  of  all  Qovernments 
holds  me  out  in  say  ins  that  there  is  greater  dan- 
ger that  the  power  will  not  be  exercised  than  that 
It  wiH  be  abttsed.  For  this  plain  reason :  It  would 
require  some  avert  not  of  notorious  misconduct) 
or  an  ^qaally  notorious  tmbeoitiiy  of  mind  or 
body,  to  justiAr  any  man  in  grving  sueh  a  vote. 
It  }sa  poifitof^ extreme  4elioaoy  to  giv«  it;  and 
though  some  men  might.  I  trust  a  majority  of 
both  branches  never  would  give  sach  a  vote  for 
light  and  frivolous  reasons  But  it  may  be  tkcnfhl 
that,  as  in.  all  free  Govemtnents  there  are  parties, 
a  triumphant  party  wonM  turn  out  the  judges  to 
get  into  their  places.  This  would  be  a  most  hu- 
miliating effect.  But  oo  what  is  the  probability 
of  such  an  effect  founded  ?  How  are  the  turners 
out  to  be  turned  in?  Have  they  the  power  to 
appoint  themselves  to  office?  No.  And  from 
our  ex.perienoe  heretofore,  no  such  inference  can 
be  drawn.  There  is  no  probability  of  one  tri- 
uniphant  faction  potting  down  aoother  to  get 
their  offices.  Because  a  triumphant  faction  could 
not  rise  to  power  but  at  the  will  of  a  majority ; 
and  althougn  they  might  take  offices  away  from 
others,  they  could  not  bestow  them  upon  them- 
selves. But  sup|X>se  they  did?  It  would  be  for 
the  firit  and  last  time.  It  would  be  a  struggle  be- 
tween office-hunters  and  the  people;  and  I  believe 
all  the  experience  we  have  heretofore  had  shovrs 
that  this  description  of  men  are  too  prone  to 
union  for  the  public  to  sustain  either  proht  or  loss 
from  their  divisions.  But  if  in  this  opinion  I  am 
in  error,  I  would  recur  back  to  my  first  priociule 
to  support  me.  Is  the  power  to  remove  a  judge 
more  important  than  the  power  of  declaring  war, 
of  laying  taxes,  and  of  efiectin|r  various  other 
national  objects?  This  is  a  doctrine  to  me  totally 
unintelligible. 

Mr.  Snilie  observed  that  be  regretted  that  the 
motion  for  an  indefinite  positponement  had  been 
made,  as  it  was  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the 
resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays. 
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on  an  indefinite  postponement,  and  passed  in  the 
negative — years  42.  nays  81,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Pha- 
nuel  Bishop.  James  M.  Broom,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  Esra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Peter 
Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely, 
James  Fisk,  8eth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  Dand 
Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston, 
Josiidi  Masters,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gordon  8.  Mum- 
£>rd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Jcrfm 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Martin  O.  Schuneman,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  William  Stadman,  I^ewis  B.  Sturgea, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Ten- 
ney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Killian  K.  Van  Rena-' 
■aiaer,  Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Pe- 
leg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickas,  and  Nathan  WU- 
liams. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bed- 
inger,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler, 
George  W.  Campbe}!,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey, 
John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Ja^ 
eob  Crowntnshield,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle,  Jamea  Elliot,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silaa  Hal- 
■ey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmea,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jonea,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Duncan  McFariand,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Ni- 
cholas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Ni- 
cholson, Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Ssilly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Ebenezer  Bea- 
ver, James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehUl, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynne. 

Mr.  Clark  then  varied  his  motion  86  as  to 

Postpone  the  resolution  to  the  second  Monday  in 
larch. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said  he  wished  the  gentleman 
would  withdriiw  bis  motion,  and  moye  a  post- 
ponement till  next  Monday.  He  was  very  sensi- 
ble of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  was  only 
sorry  that  there  was  not  a  prospect  of  obtaining  a 
Constitutional  majority  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  C.  said  they  had  beea  told  by  his  colleague 
|[Mr.  CoNRAo)  that  he  was  ready  to  vest  the  Pres- 
ident with  a  discretionary  power  to  remove  a 
judge  on  the  address  of  the  two  Houses.  But  if 
the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  politics  of  his 
own  State  he  would  have  seen  the  impropriety  of 
such  authority;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  a  judge,  whose  removal  had  been  requested 
by  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  actually 
held  his  place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor. 
The  other  alternative  his  colleague  had  suggested 
was  worse  than  the  present  provision,  as  at  pre- 
sent a  majority  of  one  branch  and  two-thirds  of 
the  other  were  aufficient  to  remove  a  judge.  Mr. 


C.  concluded  bjr  expressing  a  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  woifid  agree  to  »  postpone- 
ment till  next  Monday.     • 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  had  no  objection. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  postpone- 
ment to  Monday  next  carried. 

PLURALITT  OP  OPFICES. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  beg  leave  to  submit  a 
motion  to  the  House— a  very  important  notion — 
which  at  present  I  only  mean  to  lay  on  the  table. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  pro- 
vided that  no  person  holding  an  office  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall  be  capsr 
ble  of  holding  a  seat  in  either  House  of  Googresa. 
But  as  the  best  things  are  liable  to  eormptioD,  and 
as  we  are  told  the  cormptton  of  the  best  thioja  it 
always  the  worst,  so  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  received  in  practice  a  coostructioa 
which  in  my  judsment  the  text  never  did  and 
does  not  warrant,  but  which,  if  warranted  by  the 
text,  is  totally  repwignaqt  to  the  spirit  of  that  inatm- 
ment,  which,  composed  of  the  jarring  interests  of 
the  different  States,  and  settled  on  the  basis  of 
compromise,  ^ve  birth  to  a  Government  of  re- 
sponsibility, without  influence,  without  patronage, 
without  abuse,  without  privileges,  attached  to  any 
individual,  cUms,  or  order  of  men.  It  could'^not 
have  been  the  object  of  such  an  instrument,  that 
while  a  man  holding  an  office  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  fiAy  dollars  should  be  excluded  from  a  seat 
in  this  House,  a  contractor  living  on  the  fat  of  the 
land  should  be  capable  under  the  Constitntioa  of 
bolting  one.  Look  through  the  whole  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  say  where  such  a  privile^  is  to  he 
found.  You  find  there  the  single  pnnciple  of 
republicanism,  that  he  who  has  the  influence  de- 
rived from  p6wer  and  money  ahall  not  have  a  place 
in  the  council  of  the  nation — that  placemen  and 
pensioners  shall  not  come  on  this  flooK.  While 
this  principle  scrupolously  excludes  men  holding 
responsible  offices — men  known  to  the  whole 
world — ^shall  it  bd  considered  as  permitting  con* 
tractors  to  creep  in  throuffh  the  crevices  of  the 
Constitution,  and  devour  the  goods  of  the  people? 
Such  a  departure  from  the  spirit,  if  not  from  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution^such  a  grass  evasioa  of 
principle — calls  aloud  for  remedy.  Can  a  man 
who  holds  a  contract  for  fiftv  or  an  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  give  an  independent  vote  on  this  floor? 
If  so,  why  not  admit  the  Chief  Justice  and  other 
biffh  officers  utider  the  Gk>vernmeat  to  a  seat  here  ? 
Is  It  for  any  other  reason,  but  that  the  Constitu- 
tion will  not  permit  the  influence  derived  from 
office  to  operate  here  ? 

The  Constitution  may  be  tried  by  another  tesL 
It  was  made  for  the  good  of  the  people  under  it, 
and  not  for  those  who  administer  it.  it  was  never 
intended  to  be  made  a  job  of,  and  I  hope  it  aerer 
will  be  suffered  by  the  people  to  be  made  a  job  of. 
I  think  it  is  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  hold  a  plurality  of  office.  We  sometime 
since  received  a  petition  from  a  learned  institu- 
tion to  exempt  books  imported  by  them  from  duty. 
What  did  we  say  on  that  occasion  ?  We  said,  no; 
we  cannot  exempt  your  books  from  duty.    All 
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nust  eoQ/brm  to  the  laws.  There  is  no  man  too 
ligh  or  too  low  for  them.  The  same  measure 
nust  be  meted  to  all.  To  my  extreme  surprise,  I 
ee  a  practice  e?eD  more  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
be  Constitution  than  a  contractor  sitting  in  Con- 
ress  J  and  that  is,  an  union  of  civil  and  military 
uthority  in  one  pierson^n  union  more  fatal  to  a 
ree  nation  than  the  union  of  Executive,  L^isla- 
ve,  and  Judicial  powers. 
Having  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  R.  offered  the 
)Uowing  resolutions,  which  were  referred  to  a 
'ommittee  of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesday  next : 

'*  Whereas  it  is  provided  by  tike  sixth  section  of  the 
nt  artioie  of  the  Conititulion  of  the  United  States, 
lat  *  no  penon  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
tates  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  of  Congress 
uring  his  continusace  in  office ;'  therefore/ 

"  1.  J^e$ohedj  That  a  contractor  under  tha  Govern- 
lent  of  the  United  States  is  an  officer  within  the  puiw 
lew  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and,  as  such,  is 
icepable  of  holding  a  seat  in  this  House. 

"2.  Resohed,  That  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
1  the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  especisily 
r  the  militarv  with  the  civil  authority,  is  remignant  to 
le  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
inds  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitrary  Government. 

"  3.  Resohedy  That  provinon  oxxfjbX  to  be  made  by 
;w  to  render  any  offieer  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
'nited  States  incapable  of  holding  any  civil  ofllee  under 
le  United  States.'' 


ToBSDAT,  February  25. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
An  act  concerning  the  Library  for  the  use  of 
)oth  Houses  of  Congress,'^  was  read  the  thitd 
ime,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nent  proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  bill  declaring 
he  consent  of  Couffress  to  an  act  of  the  State  <tf 
Pennsylvania,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  empower  the 
3oard  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 

0  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  pur- 
K>aes  therein  mention^ :"    Whereupon, 

Rt9dvedy  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
laid  amend oQent. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
nent,  be  cDgrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
norrow. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTa 

^  Mr.  Jackson  called  for  the  bill  to  continue  in 
me  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  lAilitary  land  warrants, 
^nd  for  other  purposes.!'  The  bill  was  gone 
hrottgh  with  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 

1  few  minutes,  and  the  House  immediately  took 
^  up.  After  debating  about  one  hour  whether  to 
)ostpoDe  or  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sloan  said — I  have  listened  attentively 
0  the  arguments  pro  and  con  relative  to  a  recom- 
mitment. One  argument  in  favor  of  a  recommit- 
ment, I  must  adduce,  which,  I  am  confident,  can 
^  coDsidered  no  otherwise  than  conclusive ;  we 
''ere^  last  week,  out  of  business,  we  may  be  so 
^in;  but,  by  thus  playing  hack  and  .forth,  by' 
:oinmitting,  recalling,  and  reeommittiog,  wesbaU 


have  something  to  do,  and  keep  out  of  the  evils 
of  idleness. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
day. 

DANISH  BRIG  HENRICK. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  called  up  the  bill  fur  enabling 
the  President  to  make  restitution  to  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  Denmark,  for  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  Danish  brizantine  Heorick  and  cargo. 
She  had  been  captured  by  a  Freach  privateer  in 
1799,  and  soon  after  captured  by  the  American 
armed  ship^  the  Pickering,  and  was  condemned 
and  sold,  contrary  to  law,  it  being  neutral  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Crown iNSHiBLo opposed  the  bill;  and  Mr* 
J.  C.  Smith  defended  and  explained.  Passed  to 
a  third  reading  for  to-morrow — 71  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  EAEtT  called  up  the  bill  prohibiting  inter- 
course with  St.  Domingo. 

Mr;  Nicholsom  moved,  (to  try  the  sense  of  the 
House,  whether  they  really  wish  to  make  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  so  secure  as  to  prove  effectual 
in  stopping  the  intercourse,)  that  the  owner  should 
be  bound  in  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
ties, to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict. If  merchants  ask  protection  of  us,  they 
ouist  agree  to  such  prohibitions  and  exactions  as 
we  propose.  There  are  many  ways  by  which  the 
law  may  be  eluded ;  by  fraud  and  by  baokruptcv ; 
by  increasing  the  number  of  securities,  and  tne 
sum  of  the  bonds,  we  diminish  the  chances  of 
evadinfif  the  law.  All  our  disputes  with  other 
countries,  (except  the  detention  of  the  Western 
posts,)  have  arisen  from  oar  commercial  affairs; 
the  Qovernment  has  expended  fifteen  or  twenty 
million  of  dollars,  in  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  a  navy  to  support  commerce.  Can  it,  then,  be 
considered  a  hardship  that  Government  should 
demand  ample  security  ?  Cannot  the  honest  and 
respectable  merchant  obtain  it  with  ease  ? 

Mr.  Eppsb. — 1  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  No  law 
can  prevent  the  evasion,  of  our  merchnotSj  if  they 
are  determined  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of 
that  island. 

Mr.  CnowNiRBWBLD.— I  am'  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  amendment.  If  the  bill  passes,  as  1  under* 
eland  it,  there  must  be  a  liability  to  double  for- 
feiture ;  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  forfeited,  if  de- 
tected on  their  passage  home  from  St.  Domingo, 
and  the  bond  is  also  forfeited.  The  bill  as  it  now 
stands  will  prove  extremely  burdensome  to  the 
commerce  or  our  country ;  the  burdens  are  heavy 
and  unnecessary.  I  think  I  should  vote  for  the 
bill  were  it  divested  of  the  burdensome  exactions. 
But,  pass  what  law  you  please,  you  cannot  stop 
the  intercourse  between  citizens  of  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  inhabitants  of  Sr.  Domingo.  If 
they  cannot  trade  directly  from  the  United  States 
they  will  remove  to  some  of  the  West  Indift 
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islaads  and  ooatmue  tiM  interooofie,  or  the  ioter- 
courM  will  be  contioaed  br  a^eots  io  Ihose 
islaDdy.  Bai,  I  f«er  the  effect  Uie  paMiiig  this 
law  may  have  oo  the  iohahitaalaof  that  Mand.  I 
fear  tbat,  in  the  spirit  of  reaentmeot,  wheo  they 
hear  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  will  turn  to 
a  naiitm  of  pirates, as  it  respects  us;  and  that  vou 
will  either  be  obliged  to  send  a  fleet  into  the  West 
India  seas,  for  the  protection  of  yoar  commerce, 
or  be  obliged  to  see  it  sacrificed.  I  know  not  whj 
it  is  necessary  for  us,  at  this  time,  to  pass  any  bill 
on  the  subject.  I  know  not  why  France  should 
wish  such  a  bill.  France  will  herself,  probably, 
be  a  loser  bv  its  passing.  I  think  we  have  a  right 
to  trade  witn  the  inhabitants  nf  tbat  island.  Sup- 
pose the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  orHhe  black  and 
Wbite  inhabitants  of  an  J  other  — 

Mn  Early  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
t>rder  ? 

Mr.  CHowNiNSHneLO.^I'll  stop  if  the  Speaker 
ao  decides,  or  if  any  gentleman  in  the  House 
wishes  it. 

The  8pBAKSR.*-Tfae  ^ntleman  will  proceed, 
if  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Crowninbbielo.^I  bad  but  a  wor4  to  say. 
Sunpose,  sir,  there  should  be  a  revolt  in  the  Bast 
Indies,  and  England  should  interdict  our  tradF 
with  Calcutta,  with  Madras.  ^., should  we  obey? 
But  1  will  BOt  eolaige.  I  sincerely  hope  the  bill 
4i?iU  not  paas. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  theaaaendment  WKsre  ■ 

for  it  22,  against  it  95,  as  follows: 

YiA«— David  Bard,  Borwell  Bsssett,  Rolmt  Brswn, 
John  Claibarne,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamas 
M.  Garnett,  David  HolnMs,  John  G.  Jaakson,  Miehael 
Leib)  Nicholas  R.  Moare,  Jevsmiah  Moivaw,  Joseph  H. 
ffieholson,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Baa  of  Pann- 
aylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Smilia,  Samuel  Smiih, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whilahill.  Robert  WhitahiU, 
and  AleBandar  Wiiaon. 

Nats — £van  Alexander,  WiUis  Alston,  jnn^  Isaac 
Ajuiaiaon,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bediogar,  Silas 
Bettoo,  Barnabas  BidwelL  Pbanuel  Bishop,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Bloont,  James 
M.  Broom,  William  Batler«  I^evi  Casey,  John  Chand- 
ler, Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  George 
Clinton,  jun.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Jacob  Crovrninshield,  Richard  Cntts, 
Samoel  W.  Dana,  Bzra  Dsrby,  John  Dawson,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Bbeneier  EHner,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Kppes, 
William  Findley,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green.  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
fiough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis, 
junior,  Hemy  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Dnnoan 
MacParland,  Patrick  Magrader,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah 
Afaatars,  William  McCreery,  David  Meihrether,  Tho- 
mas Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Maaely,  Gordon  S.  Mumfoid, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  OUn, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pngh,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessae,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Ebenezer  Seavcr,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmsdge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 


son, Uii  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KOlwi  IL  Yaa 
Rehaselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vsrnum,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  EUpbalet  Wickes.  David  R.  Wit 
liams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Mr.  Smilib. — Have  we,  or  have  we  not  a  right 
to  carry  on  trade  with  St.  Domingo  viihoot  the 
consent  of  France?  That  is  the  question  before 
the  House.  Either  give  up  the  trade,  or  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  Haytt.  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that,  while  we  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
France  over  that  island^  tbat  we  cannot  trade 
with  its  inhabitants  without  the  consent  of 
France. 

It  was  nored  that  the  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow;  which  was  negatived,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  this  day.  The  biU  being  read 
the  third  time — 

Mr.  McCrebbt  opposed  its  pasaage  in  an  aigu- 
ment  of  considerable  length* 

Mr.  Con  BAD  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  aaid,  he  rose  merely  to  expiesi 
his  satisfaction  that  the  ayes  and  ooea  were  order- 
ed  OB  this  qaeatioB.  I  consider)  aid  Mr.  S.,  ail 
disDuasioB  of  the  naerita  of  the  hill  as  perfectly 
fmitleaa.  The  rapid  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
hu tried  thus  far  through  the  Hooae,  utterly  pre- 
cludes all  deliberation,  and  Is  a  sore  prognostic  of 
its  final  passage.  It  is  a  m«*a8ure  which  wilt  great- 
ly embarrass  all  our  foreign  commerce,  and  if  it  is 
to  have,  its  intended  effect,  which  I  much  doubt, 
because  I  believe  its  defective  provisions  will  be 
eauily  defeated  or  evaded,  k  moat  prore  eoaiplete- 
ly  rainoas  to  a  tawfiil  and  valoabte  branch  of  ear 
trade.  But,  as  a  raeaanre  of  poliev,  I  eoastder  it 
absolutely  destructive  of  the  be.<t  and  deareat  righu 
of  thi^  country.  (Sir,  the  secret  is  oat ;  the  tect 
cannot  be  coneealed  that  this  bill  is  dictated  bf  the 
Governmaat  of  France.  The  imperioos  mandate 
of  theFreaeh  Minister  is  published  to  the  world; 
and  the  coBBexion  between  his  orders  and  this  act 
of  ebedieaee  and  anhmisaion  wilt  be  dearly  per- 
ceived and  aaiversally  acknowledged.  I  preemoa 
not  to  arraign  the  motives  ef  other  ^tftemen ; 
they,  doubtless,  have  reasons  which  jaatify  the 
meaaare  to  ihemaelvea.  Indeed,  it  is  imposBiUc 
their  impressions  can  be  like  mine.  For  myself, 
I  view  the  bill,  under  all  its  circumstancea,  as  a 
surrender  of  all  the  rights  of  self  government ;  as 
a  sacrifice  of  the  honor  and  independence  of  this 
nation  upon  the  altar  of  Gallick  despotism.  To 
this  sacrifice  I  never  can,  I  never  will  consent; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  with  pleasure  I  shall  record 
my  decided  negative  upon  the  Journal  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — ^We  cannot  trade  with  them 
without  acknowledging  their  independence.  If 
gentlemen  are  ready  to  do  this,  I  shall  consider  rt 
as  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  black  despotism  and 
usurpation. 

Mr.  Dana. — I  rise,  sir,  to  declare  my  approba- 
tion of  the  Bentimenis  expressed  by  my  honorable 
co)l(>ague,Mr..J.  C.Smith. 

This  bill,  from  the  nature  of  its  provisions,  I 
consider  as  inadequate  to  prevent  the  trade  with 
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the  islaocl  of  St.  Domingo.  At  the  mime  time, 
con^deriog  the  circumstaQces  under  which  it  has 
been  pressed  upon  our  attention.  I  view  it  as  pe- 
cuiiarly  exoeptiunable  in  priiiiMple,aod  as  involv- 
iiig  coiisfqaences  which  may  be  severely  injurious 
in  practice. 

I  will  not  attenapt,  at  this  time,  to  state  the  va* 
rious  possible  conseqaeoees  of  passini^  the  bill. 
Without  estimating  the  probability  of  its  being 
regarded  bjr  thos*'  who  now  rule  in  Hajti  as  an 
ict  of  hostiliiy  against  them,  and,  therefore,  as  a 
?ause  for  their  exercising  hoAiilities  against  this 
rouDiry  ;  without  intimating  the  tendency  of  such 
ineasares  to  drive  them  to  attempt  maritime  en- 
ternrise?,  and  thus  to  raise  np  in  tne  West  In<lies 
I  biBcIc  Algiers,  discingoishe  f  by  activity  and  fe- 
rocity ;  without  presentinff  to  view  the  consequent 
dangers  to  the  property  of  our  merchants  and  the 
lives  of  our  seamen;  the  single  consideration  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  we  are  now  re- 
quired to  act  upon  this  subject,  is  sufficient  to  de- 
side  my  vote  against  the  preseqt  bill,  even  if  it 
were  otherwise  of  no  moment.  As  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
[  hold  it  not  my  duty  to  now  to  the  mandate  of 
toy  foreign  Power.  In  this  light  I  view  the  com- 
Dunicaiiuns  laid  before  the  Senate,  from  Talley- 
and  aod  the  Kreneh  Mini'^ier  Plenipotentiary, 
equiring  the  interdiction  of  trade  with  St.  Do- 
ni neo,  under  the  order  of  their  imperial  maner. 
With  ffueh  sentiments,  it  h  impo>8ible  for  me  to 
te  in  favor  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Rbba.  of  Tennessee. — I  deny  that  this  bill 
is  the  effect  of  anjr  request  or  order  of  the  French ; 
it  is  an  act  of  justice. 

Mr.  AtJiNOT.-^It  was  my  intention  to  have  en- 
tered fully  into  an  examination  of  the  principles 
of  this  billj  but,  like  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
licui,  1  Jeem  mvself  precluded  from  executing 
this  purpose,  by  the  temper  and  disposition  dis- 
covered by  the  House.  In  a  commercial  view,  it 
will  affect  my  particular  eonsiituents  but  little. 
The  merchaats  of  Bostoo  have  been  concerned  in 
this  commerce  to  a  very  limited  desree  only. 
There  are,  however,  principles  in  the  bill  nffiHstinff 
commercial  convenience  generally,  which  I  should 
have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  have  considered,  if  the 
course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  Hou^e.  had 
not  convinced  me  that  it  was  not  bv  argument 
that  this  bill  was  to  be  carried,  or  could  bedmated. 
The  bill  was  laid  upon  our  tables  yesterday.  In 
half  an  hour  af>er,  we  were  called  into  Comolit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  upon  it,  through  which  it  passed 
iuHtantly  without  amendment.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  was  immediately  considered,  and  a 
Kiotiun  to  postpone  for  a  smgle  day  only,  was  vio- 
lently opposed  by  the  gentlemen  fron  Virginia, 
(Mr.  fippBe.)  aod  from  Massachusett*,  ^Mr.  Bio- 
weti^.)  It  is  true,  as  has  been  said,  this  subject 
has  been  long  before  the  Senate,  >  nt  it  is  the  first 
time  that  1  ever  heard  that  the  members  of  this 
House  were  in  duty  bound  to  be  prepared  to  act 
immediately  upon  an  important  question,  beea one 
it  had  been  loag  under  the  consideration  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  A  similar  de- 
gree of  ba^te  and  determiimiioa  to  preaa  this  bill 


to  its  final  pansage,  has  been  equally  apparent  in 
this  day's  debate.  Considering  the  majroitude  of 
its  principles  and  ccnsequences  the  course  adopt- 
ed IS  unprecedented.  Under  other  circumstances, 
and  had  lime  been  allowed  for  the  inve^itigatioii, 
I  Hhould  have  held  it  my  duty  to  have  shown,  as 
I  think  it  might  be  dune,  that  our  restrictions  of 
this  commerce  ought  to  extend  only  tu  military 
apparatus,  an*!  not  to  the  denial  of  the  ordinary 
necessities  and  conveniences  of  life ;  that  the  laws 
of  nations  require  that  we  should  exercise  a  strict 
neutrality  between  France  and  Hayti ;  anjd  that  a 
declaration  of  non-intercourse  was,  and  probably 
would  be  considered,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
island,  as  a  declaration  of  war.  But  opportunity 
has  not  been  allowed  for  the  examination  requis- 
ite to  the  establishment  of  thetse  points,  and  there 
is  obviously  no  disposition  to  attend  to  it  were  it 
made.  I  shall,  therefore,  merely  record  my  nega- 
tive to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elmer. — I  know  of  no  foundation  for  the 
^declaration,  that  this  bill  is  the  effect  of  an  order 
from  the  Minister  of  France.  1  believe  no  such 
order  would  affect  a  sinirh  member  on  this  ^oor, 
Pulic]^  requires,  onr  dutv  requires,  the  passing  of 
this  bill.  The  subject  nas  been  fully  discunsed, 
this  and  the  last  session  ;  there  is  no  haste ;  if 
gentlemen  wish  to  amend,  let  their  amendments 
be  brought  forward ;  if  they  wish  further  to  dis* 
cuss,  the  House  is  ready  to  listen ;  the  principle 
of  this  bill  IS  already  settled,  and  has  long  been.  I 
look  not  at  consequences ;  I  look  to  what  policy  and 
duty  require.  We  must  offend  France  or  S«iiat 
Domingo ;  but  I  see  not  why  St.  Dominffo  should 
be  up  in  arms  at  the  pass^ige  of  this  bin.  I  fear 
the  offence  of  no  nation  ;  1  fear  onlv  doing  wrong 
as  a  man,  and  as  a  legislator;  I  n*ar  more  the 
consequences  of  not  passing,  than  I  do  of  passing 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Bahlt. — I  had  hoped  this  bill  wodd  pass 
without  such  observations  as  the  House  has  been 
compelled  to  hear;  I  had  hoped  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  SMtTH  )  usually  so 
distinguished  by  the  urbanity  and  correctness  of. 
his  deportment  in  debate,  would  have  forborne 
such  expressions  of  bitterness  and  wrath.    But 
the  gentleman  could  not  omit  this  opportunity  of 
opposing  the  present  Administration.    The  gen-^ 
tlemen  who  now  oppose  the  bill  were  the  causa 
of  its  not  being  adopted  the  last  session.     When 
we  wished  to  pass  this  bill  the  last  session,  gen- 
tlemen who  are  now  opposed  to  it,  prevented  its' 
passage  by  sayine  that  there  was  no  cause  for  it| 
and  we  were  told  to  wait  till  France  should  re- 
monstrate against  (he  intercourse.    Well,  France, 
has  remonstrated,  and  now  the  same  gentlemea 
tell  us  not  to  pa«»  the  bill,  because  she  has  remoo*. 
strated.    Strange  I    Tnere  may  be  other  grounds 
of  objections  to  this  bill,  which  ffea tlemen  choooe 
not  to  avow.    There  is  a  disposition,  not  only  iu 
this  House,  but  elsewhere— in  the  public  prints— 
which  filU  my  mind  with  awe.    After  all  we  can 
do,  the  object  seems  to  be  to  draw  down  on  us  the 
wrath  of  other  Ouvernmems.    L<ibk  at  a  cele- 
brat^'d  publication  in  the  PhUa'delphia  gazettes. 
Wbut  it  the  object  of  that;  and  what  lathe  object 
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30W 1  Why,  to  tell  the  revoliers  of  St.  Domiiiga 
lat  tbey  have  just  cause  ofofience  or  of  war. 

Mr.  Eppes. — I  rise  to  express  my  approbatioo 
of  the  DOYei  maDner  to  which  some  seDtlemen 
have  expressed  their  disapprohation  of  this  bill. 
A  geotlemaa  fcom  CooQecticut  rejoices  to  ne^- 
tjve  this  bill ;  another  gentleman  from  Coqoecti- 
cot  coiocjdes  with  him,  ^od  a  gentletnan  from 
^aMsachusetts  perfectly  agrees  With  him. 

S?ery  nation,  when  injured,  has  a  risht  to  de- 
mand redress.  Has  not  France,  then,  this  right  1 
Some  gentlemen  would  declare  ot.  pom ingo  free; 
iT  any  gentleman  barbors  such  sentiments  let  him 
come  forward  boldly  and  declare  it.  In  su^h  case, 
&e  would  cp?er  himself  with  detestation.  iV  ^y^ 
tern  that  would  bring  immediate  and  horrible  oe* 
^tructloii  on  the  fairest  portion  of  America. 

Mr*  EjLX- — The  amount  of  the  trade,  and  the 
e^act  situation  of  this  country,  I  knew  Httje  of  till 
yesterday.  I  have  attended  to  the  oWrrations 
ttk^i  have  been  n^ade ;  but  I  have  scarcely  heard 
any  reason  give^  why  this  bill  should  he  passed. 
Bence«  I  am  inclined  to  thif^k  that  reason  had  lit- 
tie  to  do  in  the  business,  unless  they  are  secret  rea; 
abns.  1  wish  for  reasons  for.  passing  the  bill ;  but 
t)fe  c|iscu$sion  has  only  aJobrded  n^e  reasons 
uainst  theoL  Have  these  Haytians  no  rights? 
If  they  were  once  subjects  ojCa  Government  that 
can  no  loneer  hold  them,  has  that  natioa  any 
right  to  call  on  us  to  starve  them  ou^;  to  starve 
these  people  into  subjection  to  that  Power?  G^n- 
demen  have  said  tb^t  we  wij^  war.  I  trust  not. 
t  love  a  clei^r  sky.  good  looks,  and  pleauint  feel- 
ings. I  love,  pei^ce^  apa  wish  it  a3  oiuch  as  any 
gentleman  in  the  House.  It  is  suggested,  and  I 
fear  too  truly,  that  these  people,  rude,  untutored 
qoDs  of  nati^re,  fifed  with  the  full  force  of  the  lex 
ialionis^  when  they  come  to  hear  of  this  bill,  will 
icrm,  harass,  and  will  swarm  round  our  West  In- 
4ia  Ui^d/e.  and  tjbus.iiijure.  on^e  fpurjtb  of  our  com- 
iperce.  I  deny  the  rifht  of  the  French  to  dicute, 
as  has  been  don?.  I  deny  the  necessity  or  policy 
tjf  yielding  tp  tl^e  ordeca  of  the  Fren<^  Minister. 

Mr.  SljBuu^— I  deny  that  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Domingo  are  a  nation.  Has. the  United  Sutea,  or 
any  other  nation,  acltoowledged  them  so?  No* 
BoW|  then,  are  they  to  be  considered  other  than  a 
part  of  France  ^ 

The  l^ll  passed— yeas  93,  nays  26,  a^  follows: 

Ykas— Evan  Alexander,  WilBw  Alston,  jun^  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Biyrwell  Ba^h 
aett,  George  M.  "Qedipger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  inn.,  Thomas 
BIoun^  Robert  Brown.  John  Boyle,  William  Butler, 
George'  W.  Campbell;  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Ohristopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clayj  Mat- 
thew Clay,  George  Clinton,  Jan.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Or- 
cfaaitl  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cntts,  Ezra 
Darby,  John  BawaoQ,  William  Dickson,  Elias  ISarie, 
Peter  Bariy,  Bbeneser  Bhner,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Fiadley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
Oainett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  E^Hrin  Grey,  baiUi  L. 
Qreen,  8ilae  Malaey,  John.  Hamilton,  Wiiiiam  Helma» 
David  Holmei>  JohnG,  Jackeoa,  Walter  Jooea,  Jamei 
Kelly,  Thomar  IQenam  Mic^iael  Leib,  Dunean  Mjao- 
Farknd.  Patnck  Megnider,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
l|.^(ei^  DeTid.  ]«sviirff4^Yt  WobplM  tL  MnoKf ,  Thy- 


mas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monowj  John  Morrow,  Gardoa 
8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  jxm.,  Gideon  Olio,  John 
Pngh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards*  John 
Rassell,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandibrd,  Martm 
G.  Schuneman,  Bbeneser  Beaver,  James  Sloan,  Jdm 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  fioothard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richaid  Stanfci^,  Joseph  Stanton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamvai,  Mat- 
thew Wakon,  JohaWhit«h]ll,RobatiWhitaliill,Eipk. 
alet  WicitaB,  David  R.  WiUiamB,  Maiwafduk^  WOUbm^ 
Nathan  WUUams^  Alejcsadtf  WHaen,  Bkfamd  Wiaaw 
and  Thfwntff  Wynns* 

Nats— Silas  Batten,  Martiii  Chittenjrp,  iaoBh 
Ciowninshield,  Samnel  MT-  Dan%  Jdm  Pf^Toswest,  jh 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis.  William  Ely^,  Seth  Eastings, 
David  Hough,  Henrv  W.  Livingston.  Matthew  Lyon, 
William  McCreety*  Jerenuah  Nelson,  Timod^y  Pitkin* 
junior,  Josiah  Qvincy^  John  Cotton  Smith,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja* 
min  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
son, Killian  K.  Van  Renaielaex,  Daniel  C.  Yerplancky 
and  Peleg  Wedsworth. 

WBDN66Di.T,  Febrntij  26. 

Aq  engrossed  bill  to  continue  iA  focce  ua  act 
entitled  ^'  Aa  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  miiUary  laod  warrantsi  aad  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  eoid  the  biU 
reooramitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wiuie  iia- 
npediatqly.  The  House  accordingly  resolved  it- 
self into  the  said  commit  tee  i  and,  auer  aome  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  an  amend- 
ineat  theretOi  whkh  wee  twice  tead  ajad  agseed 
to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  ameadment  be  en- 
gnossedf  and,  to^^tber  wiith.  tbe  biil|  read  tke  third 
time  this  day. 

Mr.  6ii>wsi4L,frQin  the  committee  apppistcd  oa 
the  tweoiyiseoond  of  JaAO^ry  last,  presented  a 
bill  prescKibiag  the  effact  in  eack  State  of  the  xe- 
corda  of  Judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts  of 
record  of  every  other  &Ua^ ;  wbicb  was  tbea  read 
twice,  aad  committed  to  a  Comouuee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  i^ext. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coaaider  the  amend* 
meat  proposed  bj  the  Senate  t^  the  bii^  eaiitUd 
'*•  An  act  tor  alteriiig  the  iime  for  boldiaig  the  Cir* 
cuit  Court  ia  the  dtauict  of  Norik  Capoliaai'' 
Whereupoiii 

Bmitiedi  That  thia  House  do  egree  ti^  the  aeid 
amendiqent  with  an  anMandmeot. 

Ao  enflroased  hill  enabling  the  Presideat  qf  the 
United  otatas  (o  make  reMitoiaoa  to  tlie  Qoreia* 
ment  of  Deamatk,  (or  the  eeptiAre  and  eoiuienBa- 
tioa  of  the  Danish  brigaotioe  called  the  Hearick, 
aad  bee  car gO)  wee  muk  read  the  third  lieneii  aad 
peased. 

On  ^  motion  made  and  seconded  that  thi»  House 
do  come  to  the  following  reeolutioa: 

lUtokfidt  Tliat  -^^  doHarsoogiit  ta  he  nmnysslsd. 
OQt  of  any  moncf  in  the  Treasuy  not  otherfriie  ap- 
pieprialed,  fiv  tlie  immediate  reUdfof  Peter  Landaia, 
late  a  captain  of  one  of  the  armed  veasels  of  the  United 
States  on  account  of  his  claim  to  prise  monej  aocxu* 
ing  from  the  captures  made  and  carried  into  Be^eOg 
ia  tbe  year  one  U)tf>u««^.  aejea  hundred  aad  aeveimr- 
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\\  w^'dk  •Mi'fliuli  be  4t4i|cUd  frm  Ua  pfopoitioa 
of  the  priie  moD«j,  wbiidi  msy  be  procerad  £n>iii  the 
JhMuk  Ovmaaam^  in  eeiiiftctMii  of  the  cleini  afixe- 
•aiii« 

Orders,  Thai  the  mM  retoivtion  fte  refficrMi 
t9  the  eonsiderafioii'  of  a  Commilteeof  the  Whole 
this  (hij. 

The  Hou^e  ateordfngly  resoW^d'  itself  ini»  the 
aid  Committer,  and  aner  som^  time'spefif  thcte- 
io,  the  Conutrittee  tose  attd  reported  to  the  llbase 
their  agreement  to  the  same.    Whereirpofl, 

He^vedj  That  this  RoQse  do  agree  with  the 
Ooqamutee  of  the  whole  fiou&e  in  their  agree^ 
meat  to  the  said  resoli|tioxu 

Onkredf  'tb^  a  hiU^  or  hills^  he  brought  in 
pursuant  thereto;  and  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  (be  Seaate  iaformed  the  House 
that  the  Seoate  have  passed  a  resolution  appoint- 
iog  a  committee^  Jointly^  with  a  committee  to  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, for  the  purposes  enpresscdiin  the  "  Act  for 
the  further  sni^poit  of  a^  Library." 

The  House  resoLved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill. seat  frooii  the  Senate,  eati- 
tled  "  An  act  to  regelate  the  laying  out  a  ad  mak^ 
iag  a  roiMl  firoai  Comherlaod,  i»  the  State  of 
Maryland  tathe  State  of  Ohio."  The.  hill  was 
leporlcdtWith  sev^eial  amendments  thereto. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTISa 


cetteeted  on  artides  of  the  growth^  produce,  or  mana- 
facture,  of  the  United  States ;  and,  wherever  any  Amer« 
ican  articles  have  been  retained  iirom  foreign  ooantnet, 
the  duty  ie  believed  to  have  been  invariably  remitted, 
er  rather  none  has  ever  been  demanded.  Codfiah^ 
taken  by  American  fishermen,  in  American  vessels,  are 
not  chargeable  vnth  doty,  whether  imported  in  the  vea- 
sel  in  which  they  were  caught,  or  on  any  other  Ameri- 
can bottom ;  surely,  then,  oil  of  the  American  firiieriee 
must  be  entitled  to  a  similar  exemption  from  duty. 
Hie  eoamiitlee  are  ef  opiasiou  Iha^  Oongrees  ought  to 
relieinB  tiie  petitionen  from  the  peyoent  of  the  doi^ 
charged  tn  them,  withoat  the  authority  of  law  to  ww* 
rant  it;  and  tfaey  beg  leave  4e  sabBBt  the  feUowiag 


JUmiUmlf  Tkut  the  piayeref  the  petifiMier  ie 
sonahle,  and  onght  te  be  gnntedk 

The  rvponwas  teferroA  Id  the  Committer  of 
the  Whole  to-noitaw« 


•^»u 


TBuasnAY,  February  27. 

The  Sfsabsr  laid  before  the  House  %  lettei 
from  the  8i9ci?etary  of  the  Treasury,  tfansmitting 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  distrietr 
east  ot  Pearl  river^  of  British  grants  for  l^ds  ly* 
ing  in  the  said  district,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  ihe  serenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  »pt 
regldalinf  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  dispo^skl  oP  the.  Unda  of  the  Uuted  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  which  were 


Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufacturet)  having  considered 
the  petition  of  Tristram  Hussey,  of  the  island  pf 
Nantucket,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made 
the  following  report : 

The  petttaenev,  wHh  EdwaM  CUiy,  jluu^ieid  others, 
merfhante»  9^  Nantoehety  viferea  and  eliU  aeob  the  own- 
ers of  the  ehip  Union.  .  Thie  vessel  has  b^en»  for  some 
time  paity  employ^  in  the  nihaling  business^with  an 
Amencan  master  and  crew,  regularly  documented  as 
a  vesMl  of  the  United  States,  In  the.  year  ISOI,.  on 
the  passage  to  the  Braals^  and  before  they  arrived  at« 
the  Cape  de  Vesd  Islands,  they  obtained  eight  casks  or 
sQermaceti  oil,  and  sent  the  same  to  New  York  in  an 
•^etican  ▼essel.  The  colfector  chsrged  esventy^two 
dollan  and  fifteen  cents  duty  on  the  oil,  notWiti^stand* 
lag  it  was  the  produce  of  American  fisherrse.  Upon  a- 
ssoDnd  voyage  in  the  same  ship,- in-  the  ftllowing>  yesir, 
they  procased  twenty-seven*  ceeha  ef  eH,  ^ront  v^hslee 
taken  on  tUe  pkeiege,  prior*  t0  pasihig  die  Cbpe  ds' 
Vsid  Idawdhs,  andi8hip|)ei>  tkesaalieialso  iA  ma  Amesi* 
esn  bolloaK  te>  New  Iffsffk^whese'  the  oaHseler  agahe 
teanded.  •  diil|y<aB«  in  iMpmrtBSiQ»>>.and»  they  were 
^^^sdite  pay  a  furlliea  mm  efi  tbieehanrndi  and 
tjhniyfthiiee  dotteas'  and  tweutyH&iecealp  ior  the  da- 
tiss».  In  betJt  mstaneesythei  oil>  wee  not  laQde4  a|  any 
^igtt  port.  It  was-  aotusUy  takj^n  from,  the  ship 
UaioQ^and  put  on  board  American  ^saels;  and  the 
prooC  exhibited  to  the  committee  it  inoontestable  that 
It  was  the  produce  of  the  American  whale  fishery. 
The  c<rilector  of  New  York  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, have  charged  a  duty  on  the  whole  cargo  of  oil 
imported  in  the  Union,  had  she  entered  at  that  port, 
•■  in  the  two  cases  under  consideration.  It  appears' 
that  American  oil  cannot  be  subject  to  any  duty  what^ 
sver.  There  is  no  law  known  to  the  committee  thsa 
NSBM  te  anHioriae  •  sinilif  'ehaigeb    Iftt  deiy  can  be 


rdadi  and  etdered  to  be  re&irsed  to  the  Genniuttee 
Oft  the  Puhiie  Lands«* 
Qn^nvotieiny  it  was 

Beaalvedi  Thai  a  oemiflittee  be  epfiei^ited  tQ 
coDsider  the  eipediency  of  amending  toe  law  rel- 
ati«e  to  paieota  for  inventions. or  diseovedes  Ja 
theuatfiil  anai$  and  to  report  ibweon  by  hill,  01 
otherwise. 

Ordered^  Tha^  Messrs.  IX411A,  Fii^s,  S? aLDiNG, 
ALBXANOE'a,  and  SmIlib,  be  appointed  a  com- 
niittee  pursuant  to  the  said  resofution. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Terri-^ 
tory  of  Lousiana  was  preselited  10  the  House  and. 
read,  praying  that  such*  of  them  as  had  ihmilite, 
or  were  actual  inhabitant?  of  the  said  Ten-ivory;^ 
on  or  before  the  90th  of  December,  1808,  nsay 
have  granted  to  thett,respsottveiy.a  trtoctof  taind^ 
of  one  mifte  afttate^  tefethev  wriik  tke  nsiM  «Mew- 
aaeegtransed^  to  iM  wifi^atid  family  ef  eiichTeiit> 
tier,  aebordinff  tO'fhe-tHMges.aiMi'  enaieaia  hereto*' 
fore  e^Wblii^M  in  fbfe  8aid>  Territory. 

Also,  a  petltloar  of  iuttdry  iDbnmtants  of  tbe- 
distritft,of  Yittcennes',  hi  the  Indiana  TeTrifknry^ 
preying,  for  th^  r^soms  therein  set  forth,  that  fbr', 
ther  time  ma/  be  allowed  td  them  for  filing  n'o- 
tices,  and  maldag  proofs  of  chums  to  laiids  within' 
the  said  district. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  U^e  Committee  on  thePublicIjands. 

Mr.  CROwNiNSHtfiLn^  from  tUe  Committee  of> 
Gommence-and  Maoufac tures,  who  were  directed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Housfi  of  the  fifth  i#sta^ 
<'tor  iaqniremto  the  expediency  of  aathorixiu^ 
the  Seoeetary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  sorvey 
to  be  made  of  the  shoals  of  Cape  Haticras,  Cape 
|jeoliiMi%  and  cho  Frying  PniM^''  nuide  a-fepovi 
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thereon;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  ta'  le. 

Mr.  Crowinbbield,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  lo  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Haiteras  and  Cape  Pear,  to  besur- 
Teved;  which  was  rend  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

.  An  engrossed  hill  to  continue  in  force  ao  act, 
entitled  ^*  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  military  land  warrants,  and  for  other 
porpose«,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Q  W.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred,  on  the  tenth  of  December 
last,  the  petitioB  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Tei  ritory  of  Orleans ;  and,  on  the  third  ultimo, 
a  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  said  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon,  in  part, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referr  d  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  con.«ider  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  appointing  a  committee,  jointly 
with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purposes 
expressfHl  in  the  "^act  for  the  further  support  of  a 
library:"  Whereupon 

Resolced,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
aatd  resiilution,  and  that  Mr.  Jobbph  Clay,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Dana,  be  appointed  a 
committee  oo  their  part. 

The  House  resul  red  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  removing  the  Itmiiation  of 
the  right  of  sufirage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  empowering  ihe  Legislature  thereof  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  Ret>resentatives  in  the  Gen 
eral  Ajisembly  by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  electors; 
and,  after  somettoie  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  bed  leave  to  sit  again. 

IMPORTATION  OF  dLAVES. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  imposing  a  tax  of  ten 
dollars  on  all  slaves  hereafter  imported  into  the 
Uaited  States,  was  read  the  third  time. 


A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 

Eut,  that  tbe  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill 
p  postponrd  indeSnitHly,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 


tive—-yeas  43,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Oeoige  M.  Badtager, 

Betton,  Phanuet  Bishop,  Wiitiam  BlacUedge,  Thomas 
Blonnt,  Willliain  Butler.  John  Campbell,  ].en  Caaey, 
Martin  Chittendea,  Christopher  Chiii,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven* 
port,  jr..  Elias  EatIs,  Peter  Eariy,  Jamas  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Edwin  Gray,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
DoDcan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moora, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
C.  Bmith,  Thomas  Spalding,  William  Stedman,  Samuel 
Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompnon,  David  R.  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Thomaa  Wynns. 

Nifs — Evan  Aleiander,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jos.  Bar- 
ker, Bnrwell  Baaiett,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blske« 
jr.,  Robert  Brown,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Joaeph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington, 
Ridiard  Catta,  Esra  Darby,  WilUam  Dickson,  Ebene- 
lar  Elmer.  WiiUaffl  Efy,  WiUiaa  Fiadisjy,  JauMs  Fiak, 


Charlea  Gotdaborongh,  Peterson  Goodwyo,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaey,  John  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  H<ilmea,  David 
Hough,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Mtcfaeel 
Leih,  Joseph  Lewia,  jr.,  Matthew  Lycm,  Patrick  Ma- 
aruder,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jeremieh  Ndaon, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr^  Joseph  H.  Nicholaon,  Gidcoa 
Olin,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Ssmmons,  £beneser8ca« 
vm>,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samod 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  JoaefAi 
Stanton,  Iiewb  B*  Sturgea,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Trmcy,  Phifip  Ysn 
Cortlandt,  Joaeph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
WbitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill.Elipbalet  Wickea,  NaSfaaa 
Williama,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Oo  motion, 
Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  reeoininitted  to 
Mr.  Sloan.  Mr.  Fisk.  Mr.  Eppbs,  Mr.  ^lacT, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb,  Mr.  J.  Clay,  and  Mr.  MAaioa. 

PRIZE  MONET. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais  was  r^ad 
a  first,  second,  and  third  time,  and  passed.  The 
n?titiooer  claimed  prize  m  >ney  doe  him  in  1799; 
his  claim  was  upward  of  $13,000. 

Mr.  Smitb,  who  reported  the  bill,  stated  that 
hebelieyed  the  petitioner  at  present  wished  hot  a 
part  of  the  sum  due  him ;  and  he  would  thank 
any  gentleman  to  name  a  anm  with  which  to  fiU 
the  blank. 

Mr.  NicBOLaoN  gare  a  rery  affecting  state- 
ment of  the  petit iooeHi*  situation,  and  moired  to 
fill  the  blank  with  $8,000.  It  was  ao  filled  with- 
out a  dissentient  Toice. 

JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Clay  called  for  the  resdotion  to  parehaaa 
one  hundred  and  thirty  seU  of  FolwelPs  edi- 
tion of  the  Journals  of  Congress  onder  the  Con- 
federation. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  do  not  perceive  tbat  these 
Journals  are  more  valuable,  in  a  political  view,  or 
more  necessary  for  members  or  Congress,  than 
many  other  works  that  could  he  mentioned.  I 
see  not  why  the  laws  of  Congress,  or  tbe  laws  of 
nations,  highly  valuable  and  necessary  treatises, 
shoiHd  not  claim  a  place  in  point  ol  utility  aa 
soon  as  the  Joornals  of  the  Old  Coagreas.  1  am 
opposed  to  the  resolution,  not  on  accoant  of  the 
aom.  but  from  my.  dislike  of  4he  principle.  You 
may  as  well  take  ao  moeh  money  from  the  Tr«M- 
ury,  and  purchase  what  hooka  yov  pleaae.  Tbeit 
nre  many  new  memheta  in  this  Honae^  who  are 
interested ;  the  books  are  for  the  new  membefs  of 
this  and  succeeding  Congresses.  I  have  some 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  iheir  voting. 

Mr.  LiiB. — The  new  members  are  interested; 
so  also  were  tbe  members  who  have  heretofore 
voted  fur  the  purchase  of  the»e  Journals  fur  tfaem- 
sel?es.  1  received,  when  I  became  a  member  of 
ihi»  House,  a  set  of  the»e  Journals;  I  wish  those 
who  come  after  me  may  aUo  receive  them.  I 
would  mete  to  others  the  measure  that  is  meted  to 
me. 

Mr*  Ai3Toii.H>ttr  pradaccMora  have  not  all 
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been  furnisbed  with  thef«  JournaU.  Perhaps  this 
resulutiuD  is  iott-nded  to  favor  some  printer,  who 
ha*  these  ▼oium«a,  aad  finds  it  difficult  to  dispose 
of  them. 

Mr.  Tai«lmaogb. — There  are  300  copies  of  these 
Juurnals  now  in  thip  Library. 

Mr.  LstB.— The^e.  I  prebume,  «fe  for  the  use  of 
the  members  while  here. 

Mr.  Blount. — They  are  for  the  use  of  members 
here ;  bere  they  are  wanted.  I  can  see  no  jast 
title  that  members  can  have  to  take  home  these 
Joarnals,  more  than  any  other  books  they  may 
wish  10  read  or  to  po!«sess. 

Mr.  Jackson. — Whv  oot  also  deliver  every 
new  member  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  laws,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Constitution  7  There  are  three  hun- 
dred sets  of  these  volumes  in  the  Library,  for  the 
use  of  members.  At  the  commencement  of  a 
session  aojf  member  can  take  oot  a  set,  take  them 
to  his  lodgings,  keep  them  during  the  session,  and 
return  them  at  its  dose.  This  has  been  my  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  NicnoLBON. — I  observe  several  new  mem- 
bers disinclined  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  When 
I  was  a  new  member,  I  voted  in  favor  of  a  similar 
lesoluiion  with  great  readiness.  I  consider  these 
Jourottls  as  the  best  volumes  in  my  library.  I 
wish  n  greater  extension  to  the  circulation  of 
these  volumes.  Let  the  events  of  those  times  be 
more  fully  known,  and  remembered,  that  they  may 
be  banded  down  to  posterity.  I  fear  we  are  tor- 
getting  those  times;  we  are  forgetting  the  occur- 
rences of  those  days ;  and,  sir,  forgetting  the  great 
principles  which  governed  the  I&volntion.  Let 
us  bring  back  those  principles.  Hard,  distressing, 
indeed,  were  those  times ;  times  they  truly  were 
in  which  the  soulaof  men  were  tried.  Such  may 
1  never  see  again ;  but,  would  to  Gk>d  1  could  dis- 
cover a  return  of  the  great  and  excellent  princi- 
pie«  that  reigneJ  in  those  days. 

Mr.  Jackbon."--'!  rise  to  make  ftome  remarks  in 
rcptv  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  NicBOLBON. — Will  the  gentleman  suffer 
me  to  explain  ?  In  my  observations.  I  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, nor  t  o  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Jackbon. — I  am  extremely  sorry  that,  in 
the  Goor»e  of  my  remarks,  I  should  ever  be  obliged 
to  take  notice  oi  Che  |;entleman  from  Maryland, 
or  of  his  arguments ;  it  is  not  from  any  respect  1 
bear  him. 

Mr.  NicBOLBON.— I  much  reeret  that  anything 
which  I  ma^  have  said  should  have  given  rise  to 
such  ebullition  of  wrath  as  has  been  exhibited  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  1  am  not  desirous 
of  obtaining  that  gentleman's  respect ;  if  I  wished 
itf  1  might  court  it  by  pursuing  a  line  of  conduct 
like  his.  I  might  thus  obtain  bis  respect;  but  I 
prefer  the  pursuit  of  my  own  ways,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  respect  myself. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called.  The  yeas 
were  76 — nays  31,  as  follows: 

TsAS—Evaa  Alexander,  Willia  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Qeoige  M.  ttedinger,  Silss 
Betton,  Barnabaa  Bidwell,   Phannel   Biabep^  Jehn 


Blake,  Jan.,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  Jobn 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Chris.  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  G.  Clinton.jan.,  Tred.  Con- 
rad, Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninsbield,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  EUia,  Eb- 
eneaer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  William  Findley.  Jamea 
Pisk,  Silas  Halsey,  Beth  Hastings,  David  Holmes, 
Walter  Jones,  Jsmes  Kelly,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Mi- 
chael Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  PeU 
rick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  'William  McCreery,  Da» 
vid  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore^ 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely.  Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson^ 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Qoiney,  John  Rea  ol 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Rnssell,  Thomas  Bandford,  Martin  G» 
Bchuneman,  John  Bmilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanfbid,  Willian 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min TallmaJge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  l^omas,  Phi- 
lip R.  Thompson,  Thomss  W.  Thompson,  TJri  Tracy, 
PhUip  .Van  CorUandt,  John  WhitehiU,  Eliphalet 
Wickes,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nits— Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Tho- 
mas Btount,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cutis,  William  Dickson, 
James  ElKot,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterdon  Goodwyn, 
Edwm  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  h.  Green,  Wil* 
Ham  Helms,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Duncan 
MacParland,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Oiin,  Peter  SaiUy, 
Thomas  Saaamons,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Jamee  Sloan, 
Samuel  South,  Thomas  fielding,  Joarah  Stanten,  Jo- 
•sph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Wil- 
lianis,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 
parsnant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messm. 
Clat,  SaNnroBo,  and  Bllis,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 


Friday,  February  28. 

Ordertd.  Th<t  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  third  nltimo.  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, be  discnarged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  such  part  of  the  said  memorial 
as  remains  unacted  upon,  be  referred  to  the  Corn- 
mittee  on  the  Public  Liands. 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  caseM,  to 
State  Jud^  and  Siate  Courts,"  reported  to  tha 
House  their  agreement  to  the  same,  with  sereral 
amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  and  agreed  to  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  co^nmitiee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  seventh  instant,  ''to  inquire  whe- 
ther any.  and  if  any,  wh  it  additional  provisions 
are  necessary  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  territories  of  the  United  Sutes ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  a  lesolutioo  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read.and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Remdved,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  aof 
person  uf  pecsona  to  import,  .or  bring  into  the  Ter- 
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ritories  of  tbe  United  States,  any  sYaTe  or  slares 
that  may  hereafter  be  ioaported  into  tbe  United 
States. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resoHition ;  and  that  Mr.  D4- 
?iD  B.  WiLUAMs,  Mr-  Jackson,  Mr.  SpALomo, 
Mr.  KfiL^iT)  and  Mr.  BLAC|CLEn«#i  do  prepare  aod 
Mog  in  th«  atme« 

DEFEIiOE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

Ott  modon  of  Mr.  DAvaon,  tbe  House  r«M)lT€d 
itself  into  a  Gonmittee  of  the  Whole  on  theatate 
of  tbe  Union. 

The  resolotiona  of  a  eeleet  eonmhtee  relative 
Co  the  fortilieaf  ion  of  potts  and  harbors  were  read. 

The  first  resolution  appropriatet  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  thiH  purpose. 

Mr.  Davbon  advocated  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Clinton. — The  only  question  is  the  most 
suitable  means  of  defence.  If  it  should  be  con- 
cluded that  defence  by  fixed  batteries  would  be 
impracticable,  let  us  vote  a  Urge  sum  for  the  build- 
ing of  gunboats ;  or  go  further,  and  voite  a  large 
aum  fof  tbe  increaae  of  our  navy.  Something 
must  be  done.  New  York  has  been  the  scene  of 
Minted  insult:  aeamen  have  been  taken  from  the 
maem  «f  her  harbor:  and  what  redress  have  we 
.had  f  Why,  the  President  has  reoMmstiated,  and 
the  officer  who  was  guilty  of  this  flagraat  mineeD- 
duct  has  been  punished  by  being  taken  frame 
frigate,  and  placed  in  tbe  command  of  a  seventy* 
four.  I  would  have  wished  that  notice  had  been 
.previously  given  when  this  subject  would  beeaUed 
up,  for  I  am  unprepared  to  meet  it,  having  left  at 
my  lodgings  papers  relating  to  iL 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  shftU  move  that  the  Committee 
rise :  and  I  will  briefly  assign  my  reasons.  I  am 
friendly  to  the  fortification  of  our  ports  and  har- 
bors ;  but  if  we  are  willing  to  crouch  under  all  the 
injuries  and  insults  that  have  been  or  hereafter  may 
be  imposed  upon  us,  I  see  no  need  of  fortifying. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  stiH  left  among  us 
eome  portion  of  the  American  character,  some  of 
that  spirit  that  was  wont  to  belone  to  it,  then  let 
us  defend  it  by  the  building  of  ffunboats,  the  erect- 
hip;  of  fortifications,  dbc.  But  I  first  wish  to  know 
what  this  House  intend  to  do,  with  respect  to  com- 
mercial restrictions  and  non-intercourse.  I  think 
that  subject  ou^ht  to  be  first  settled :  I  hope  there- 
fore the  Committee  will  rise,  and  have  leave  to  sit 
again.  ^ 

Mr.  Cook. — I  hope  we  shall  prepare  for  hostility 
befbre  we  provoke  it.  I  trust  we  shall  not  com- 
pel a  declaration  of  war  before  we  are  in  a  situa- 
tion to  resist.    I  hope  the  Committee  will  not  rise. 

Mr.  Dawson.^I  also  hope  sincerely  that  the 
Committee  will  not  rise.  It  is  to  me  a  matter  of 
astonishment,  that  in  and  out  of  doors  nothing  is 
heard  but  complaints  that  no  effectual  measures 
are  adopted,  in  these  times  that  call  so  loudly  for 
them:  aod  yet,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  come 
to  something  decisive,  the  first  sound' that  invades 
our  ears  is  a  cry  for  postponement.  If  we  intend 
to  support  the  American  name  and  character,  it 
ia  time  something  should  be  done ;  thef  aic  Bot 


to  be  supported  by  empty  declamations,  bat  by 
energetic  measures :  and  I  nope  our  protection  wiu 
arise  from  our  measures,  and  not  consist  only^  in 
words. 

Fifty  were  f^r  the  rising  of  tbe  Cmniaittee  of 
the  Whole,  and  fifty-six  affainst  it. 

I^r.  Cook  moved  to  strike  out  $1 50,000,  thesum 
to  be  appropriated  to  fortifications,  for  the  pnrpdae 
of  inserting  9^00,000. 

Mr.  BiowELL.-^!  am  opposed. to  striking  out. 
The  object  of  the  approprration  is  not  to  put  our 
fortifications  in  a  state  of  defence  against  a  large 
fieet ;  the  obiect  is  only  to  repair.  I  am  inclioed 
to  distrust  the  possibility  of  defending  our  ports 
and  harbors  by  land  batteries;  but  I  am  in  Aver 
of  repairing.  For  one,  thereiore,  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail. 

For  striking  ont  46 — against  it  67. 

Mr.  Macon. — I  cannot  but  consider  the  present 
resolution  as  the  commencement  of  a  system  of 
fortifications  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other.  I  can  see  neither  the  neceasitjr  nor  the 
policy  of  this  second  trial  of  the  credit  of  this 
Qovernment ;  it  was  once  fbond  that  money  eoaU 
not  be  procured  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
for  less  than  eight  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Three  modes  ot  defence  are  embraced  in  the 
resolutions;  fortifications,  gunboats,  and  lineno^ 
battle  ships.  It  is  in  my  apprehension  much  bet- 
ter to  expend,  if  we  conclude!  to  expend  at  ail,  oa 
one  of  the  proposed  ways  only.  Gkeat  Britain 
has  no.  fortifications  of  consequence ;  she  places 
her  defence  in  her  navy.  No  nation  can  snppoit 
both. 

Clentlemen  tell  us  of  an  A  merican  spirit  I  hope 
I  have  as  much  of  it  as  any  gentleman ;  bot  ir  h 
as  much  the  character  of  the  American  spirit  to 
conclude  cooly,  and  act  accordingly,  as  to  talk 
loudly.  Members  of  this  House  are  not  the  only 
persons  to  jud^e  of  this  spirit ;  our  cohstitaents 
are  the  proper  judges. 

We  have  about  a  million  of  dollars  to  spare  ia 
the  Treasury ;  the  appropriations  which  these  re- 
solutions contemplate,  amount  to  nearly  that  sum. 
Cannot  the  money  be  put  to  a  better  use  1  All 
the  money  we  havespent  in  fortifications  has  been 
useless.  If  we  expend  a  small  sum  like  this,  it 
will  be  in  vain ;  we  must  calculate  to  a  great 
amount^  we  expect  complelelv  to  fortiff  .  What 
would  960»000  do  towards  defending  tbe  city  of 
New  York  ?    It  wouM  effect  no  d«mee. 

On  the  subject  of  the  seventy-fours.  I  am  for  i 
different  plan.  We  ouffht  not  to  think  of  building 
till  we  have  navy  yank  suitable;  but,  above afl, 
we  ought  to  prepare  ourselves  to  be  able  to  buiM: 
We  ought  to  create  a  vast  debt,  to  fund  a  debt,  for 
the  pur|)Ose  of  building  forty  or  fifty  of  those  sev- 
enty-fours. For  what  eui  we  do  with  etx  only 
in  the  time  of  war  ?  They  will  not  dare  to  fea- 
ture out.  Thejr  mast  be  docked  here  in  the  East- 
ern Branch.  Six  might  answer  the  purpose  on 
the  Bai^ry  coasts ;  tmt  you  must  have  a  fteet 
equal  to  Great  Britain  if  you  expect  defence  in 
ihi*  way.  We  cannot  huud  and  aapperc  aoeh  a 
fleet.  I  beKeve  it  was  oaoe  diemonsfracad,  by  as 
able  a  Biaft  as  evat  graoed  Ihia  or  any  other  L^k- 
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iRtnre,  that  no  nation  w^s  ever  able  tb  build  and 
maiotiiin  a  large  nary.    On  the  subject  of  (gun- 
boats,! believe  them  better  adapted  to  the  defence 
of  our  harbors  than  an|f  other.    IF  we  were  now 
at  #ar  with  any  nation,  however  fi^entlemen  may 
be  strrpHsed  at  the  declaration.  I  think  we  should 
do  well  to  lend  out  navy  to  another  nation  also  at 
war  with  that  with  which  we  might  be  at  war  *,  for 
I  (hiiik  sQch  nation  wotild  manage  it  morfe  to  our 
advantas^e  than  ourselves. 

Mr.  DaWsOn.— The  honorable  Sfjeaker  has  eh- 
iarged  on  the  whole  of  the  resolutions  instead  of 
Gonaning  himself  to  the  one  before  the  House. 
He  calls  this  the  cotatnehcement  of  a  system  of 
fotrifications.  Heintist  know  that  it  commenced 
under  the  former,  and  has  been  eootinaed  by  the 
present  Administration. 

Mr.  .CooK.-^I  am  tiot  sorry  that  this  debate  has 
taken  the  range  it  has.  Indeed  the  three  resolutions 
ate  so  connected  \irith  each  other^  that  many  df  the 
arguments  which  apply  to  the  fitst,  tnat  with  equal 
propriety  apply  to  the  others ;  they  all  kmount  to 
The  questfon  or  policy  or  impolicy  of  adopting  or 
rejecting  this  ^y^em  of  defence. 

I  stm  m  fevor  of  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
inittee,  b^catse  it  provides  for  a  specie^  of  defence, 
which  ^lone  can  be  brought  into  action,  against 
every  offending  natloti. 

I  cobsrfder  every  class  of  Amerf6ail  citizenis  as 
equally  entitled  tb  the  protection  of  your  Oovern- 
meat;  atid  that  sofch  was  the  expectation  at  the 
adoptioii  df  the  Constitif  tidb.    Are  not  all  classics 
equally  bound  ^0  ol>ey  yotir  Government  ?    Sdrely 
they  are.    They  hftve  all  then  eqiially  a  right  to 
your  protection;  for  protectioti  and  6bed!^nceare 
reciprocal    duties.    Yoiir   merchants  and  your 
ttiariders  ire  then  lis  much  entitled  to  protection 
in  their  )[)tirMiits,  a$  ar6  those  t^hose  pursfuits  are 
Agricultural.    Shall  your  laws  give  protection  to 
your  seamen,  your  merchants  and  their  property, 
while  in  your  rivers  and  ports,  or  within  sound  fUgs ; 
and  will  you  abandon  theni  on  the  high  sed,s,  the 
eomtnoh  property  of  lill  nations  ?   Where  will  you 
draw  the  line  of  demarkatioh  beyond  whicli  tney 
shall  be  at  the  ban  of  the  emnfre  1    They  must  be 
protected,  sir,  in  all  places.    Oar  doniinioos  consist 
of  land  and  water — we  have  a  property  in  severalty, 
and  one  fn  Common  aud  undivided.    The  oceaii  is 
this  property— ft  is  the  highway  of  nitiotis.    The 
limits  of  a  maritime  country,  sir,  are  uttdefiAable. 
In  encouraging  and  protectiog  comtperce.  you 
equally  encourage  and  protect  agrknltdre.  Tney 
depeDQ  on  each  other.    A  wound  given  to  the  one, 
Affects  th6  other.    Agriculture  aod  commerce,  sir, 
are  not,  as  some  suppose,  in  hostility  to  each  other ; 
they  are  co-ordinate  ftUd  co-relative;  the  speed  of 
the  ship  is  the  speed  of  the  plough.    Without  the 
active  commerce  of  this  country,  agriculture  would 
be  cboked  by  a  surplus  of  produce  and  the  want 
of  a  market.    At  a  time  of  peace,  at  this  very  time, 
fir,  what  ships  but  American^  can  transport  the 
indigeoous  productions  of  the  country,%t  a'  com- 
mon freight  ahd  peace i>remiom  1  There  are  none, 
sir,  the  increased  premium  is  an  abatement  of  the 
price  of  exports.    Depress  the  enterprise  of  the 
merchant;  Abandoii  the  protection  or  yott^  navi-  [ 


ga^tton ;  and  the  planter  will  become  dependent  oi. 
the  fortuitotis  arrival  of  belligerent  ships  for  a 
market  and  a  price. 

What  is  the  consequence  if  you  do  not  gtiara 
your  commerce?  The  rat^s  of  premium  ^ill  be 
advanced  to  an  incalculable  amount.  True,  thfc 
consumer  eventually  pays ;  but  the  consumers  ar^ 
all  yotir  people ;  who  would  thus  indirectly  f^ay  a 
tax  perhaps  treble  or  quadruple  the  amount  of  coh 
in  providmg  and  maintaiaiog  a  naval  defence; 
ana  which  is  the  most  honorable?  Which  Will 
inost  impair  vdur  re  venn'e,  already  greatly  idjiir^fl 
from  want  ot  protection  ? 

I  have  said  that  the  oceau  ii  the  cominion  high- 
way of  nations;  such  it  ought  to  be ;  butnewprm- 
ciples  are  interpolated  into  thelaw  of  natioils :  tob- 
bers  and  pirates  nbw  inf)?st  ev^ry  sea.  The  Med- 
iterranean no  longer  etcrtes  superior  dr^ad; 
spoliations,  insults  and  injuries,  are  now  brought 
home  to  our  shores :  whole  kinffdotds  ki^  kioiii 
to  be  declared  in  blockade ;  and!  kuoiv  not  What 
will  escape  belDg[  considered  as  contraband  of  war* 
What,  sir,  are  now  the  rights  of  neutrhls.  Ok 
the  right  to  complaint  The  itioderYi  lav^  of  ha- 
tions,  sir,  is  now  what  a  single  nation  chooses  ib 
fashion  it  fbr  maritime  domination, 

SiTj  it  is  fairly  presumable  that>  targe  majority 
6f  this  Hotise  are  indignant  at  bur  wrongs,  ah'a 
disposed  to  re^nt'them:  on  the  subject  of  meank 
only  we  di JBfer. 

Minf  gentledieW  are  in  favor  df  acts  of  non-ini* 
portation.  But  will  this  amount  to  ptotectibn) 
to  that  ^rbtectioh,  s^,  to  which  our  comnofefciaA 
breihreh  are  So  justl^  entitled  ?  Our  merchjfnis 
have  suffered  ireatly ;  sofoie  hat^  and  some  wh'dffV 
ruined.  Shall  we,  for  th^ir  satisfaction,  tdfl  them 
dnd  Others,  that  they  hiay  haul  their  vessels  into 
dock  to  rm,  Wbil^a  non-import&tion  act  may  6o'tt- 
tioue  to  operate  ?  Is  this  granting  theQ2i  p'rote'fil- 
tion?  Wliehce  is  it  that  your  revenue  is  derited, 
by  #hich  your  national  debt  islessfeoed ;  by  Whic& 
your  civil  listispiiid,  your  v^ry  Qoverifment  supl- 
ported  ?  From  cothm^rce  \  and  #ill  yob  muizfis 
the  ox  that  treadeth  out  your  corn?  What  biit 
commerce  has  raised  this  couiktry  to  so  enyi&blb 
a  (leight  of  prosperity  ?  What  btit  commerce,  <k 
taxes  on  commerce,  hAs  enabled  ybu  to  build  the 
navy  you  have ;  has  empowered  yoii  to  resist  the 
encroachments  and  insults  of  foreign  gov^rnmenti^; 
or  furnish  the  means  to  s^e  our  western  brethren 
from  the  inroads  of  the  savage  ?  Of  what  benefit 
iKras  it  to  the  Northern  States  that  lAillidns  of  the 
public  money  were  spent  in  support  of  a  west:ern 
army,  and  in  defence  of  Mississippi  navigation? 
This  is  not  a  (Question  to  be  asked ;  for  Govern- 
ment Was,  and  IS  bound  to  protect  every  mcrt,  and 
the  rights  of  every  class  of  citizens.  JE7  Pttiribtk 
Unum  isr  the  motto  of  our  Government.  If  disd- 
nion;  geographical  distinctionis,  and  local  interests 
are  nourished,  we  shall  becomie  tHie  dupeS  of  o\;£r 
own  sordid  views  iknd  an^sy  prey  to  any  foreijfa 
assailing  foe. 

We  are  the  second  commercial  natioh  in  t^ 
i^orld,  having  upwards  of  a'  toilliott  tons  of  ship- 
ping. Is  our  navy  any  way  proportionable?  By  our 
commerce  anfd  our  numbers,  compiietred  ikit&  cdhit 
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DatioDK.  should  we  in  ihe  same  manner  proportion 
our  naval  sirepgib;  on  the  ba>ii»  of  numbers,  we 
•re  entitled  to  thirty  ^hips-of-the-line  and  seventy 
frigalea. 

Slime  gentlemen  are  in  favor- of  abandoning 
commerce  to  itself.  Let  commerce  take  care  of 
iiself,  say  they.  If  the  merchant  cannot  purKue 
h\»  occupation  in  safety  and  to  advtniaee,  let  him 
quit  it,  retire  from  the  seaports  and  take  hold  ol 
the  plungh.  As  well  might  we  tell  our  brethren 
of  the  West: — If  the  Indians  harass  you,  and  you 
cannot  pursue  your  agricultural  concerns,  come 
here  to  our  ports,  and  take  to  the  smack  and  the 
fi^hing•line  tor  support.  No,  sir,  we  are  not  to 
abandon  our  diff«*rent  occupations,  but  to  be  pro- 
tected in  I  hem. 

I  hardly  should  think  the  request  of  our  mer- 
ebants  unreasonable,  if  they  should  hold  to  you 
language  of  this  sort:  All  your  revenue^  is  de- 
rived from  us;  give  us  a  naval  defence  in  propor- 
tion to  tb^  amount  of  our  tonnage,  and  to  the 
revenue  you  receive  from  us.  Such  a  naval  de- 
fence would  very  far  exceed  a  hundred  largre 
armed  vessels.  But  such  is  not  the  demand ;  their 
request  amounts  to  but  a  small  part  of  what  can 
be  afforded;  a  gradual  increase  of  our  navy,  the 
expense  of  which  will  hardly  be  felt;  which  will 
in  part  be  paid  by  the  additional  revenue  arising 
from  additional  defence  and  seruritv.  Much  reve- 
nue has  been  sacrificed  for  want  or  naval  defence, 
and  hereafter,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  our 
commerce  will  be  the  increase  of  our  losses,  unless 
that  commerce  be  fostered  by  a  proieeting  navy. 

Great  Britain  knows  the  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  its  wishes  to  maintain  peace;  she  eit- 
pc^ots  we  shall  show  our  resentment,  and  seek  our 
redress  by  the  passing  some  species  of  non* inter- 
course act.  Let  us,  sir, disappoint  her ;  the  disap- 
pointment will  have  a  good  effect. 

Some  gentlemen  have  supposed  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  unfriendly  to  com- 
merce. The  belief  roust  be  unfounded  in  correct- 
ness. No  man  can  believe  this  after  reading  the 
President's  report^  made  while  he  was  Secretary 
of  State.  He  is  friendly  to  our  commerce,  and 
must  be  friendly  to  its  protection. 

There  are  many  gentlemen,  who,  under  the  Ad- 
ministration precedmg  the  present,  were  much 
opposed  to  the  creation  of  a  navy.  They  wish  to 
preserve  consistency,  and  hence  continue  their 
opposition.  But,  are  not  cases  altered  by  circum- 
aiances?  What  might  have  been  hiffhiy  impro- 
per then,  may  be  strictly  proper,  and  necessary 
Buw. . 

Gk*ntlemen,  and  among  others  the  honorable 
Speaker,  have  said  that  we  are  now  about  com- 
mencing a  new  system.  Surely  this  is  npt  a 
question  about  the  creation  of  a  navy.  A  navy 
we  already  have.  It  commenced  under  the  form- 
er Administration;  it  has  been  continued  by  thi^. 
The  question  is,  shall  we  or  shall  we  not  in- 
crease that  navy  to  meet  the  exigency  of  our 
affairs? 

It  is  said  that  a  naval  force  tends  to  the  provo- 
cation of  insults  and  iniuries;  and  unless  it  be  im 
mense,  it  must  sooa  be  destroyed.    It  is  from 


nothing  past  that  this  argument  can  be  drawn. 
Where  was  ever  a  nation  pO!«e>sed  of  naval  force, 
whose  navy  was  ever  wholly  destroyed?  Look 
to  all  the  minor  Powers  of  Europe ;  I  cneaa  minor 
in  xwval  iniporiaoce.  They  may  have  been  par- 
tially injured,  or  greatly  crippled,  but  none  of 
them  have  been  destroyed;  although  so  much 
nearer  to  points  of  collision  than  we  are. 

Sir,  we  are  a  nation  increasing  with  rapidity 
in  wealth,  numbers,  and  general  prosperity.  U 
will  indeed  be  strange,  if  we  expect  as  we  grow 
great  to  gftin  respectability  by  our  pusiilaoimity. 
No,  sir,  the  only,  or  certainly  the  most  sore  way, 
of  gaining  the  respect  of  other  nations,  is  by 
adopting  tlie  means  that  all  nations  adopt  to  be 
come  great;  it  is  by  our  power  that  we  are  to  be 
respected,  and  our  rights  and  liberties  mainiaioed. 

A  navy  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain  is  nei- 
ther neeoed  nor  expected  by  our  merchants,  who 
are  anxious  for  a  nav  v  as  the  only  efficient  defence 
against  all  nations.  In  future  times,  if  wars  can- 
not be  avoided,  (and  a  power  to  wage  war  is  the 
be»t  security  for  peace,)  when  we  may  be  opposed 
to  En^fland.  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  will  be 
with  us;  when  acting  with  England  against  other 
Powers  our  force  will  be  irresutible.  I  believe, 
sir,  that  if  ever  the  enormous  and  gigantic  power 
of  the  British  Neptune  is  to  be  curtailed,  it  must 
be  the  work  of  Americans.  Ye&  sir,  our  naval 
commanders  are  destined  hereafter  to  reap  laureb 
for  victories  obtained  over  British  ahips.  When 
an  armed  neutrality  was  formerly  projected,  had 
we  tben  possessed  a  navy,  we  might  prodably 
have  rendered  rotich  aasistaoce  in  checking  the 
naval  power  of  England.  Tbey  have  become 
the  tyrants  of  the  ocean ;  they  have  a  away  over 
the  aeas,  far  beyond  what  they  ought  to  possess; 
it  is  necessary  to  lessen  that  power;  and  ought  we 
not  to  yield  our  proportion  of  force  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

We  talk  much  of  favoring  and  protecting  the 
rights  of  man.  Has  man  no  righu  on  the  ocean  ? 
Have  not  our  citizens  rights  on  the  water  as  well 
as  on  the  land  ?  We  seem  to  have  one  right,  and 
only  one,  on  the  water ;  it  is.  sir,  the  right  to  suf- 
fer and  complain;  we  have  abundance  of  this 
right. 

Gkntlemen  may  say  that  our  debt  will  increase 
with  our  navy;  and  that  we  shall  be  unable  to 
pay  our  national  debt  as  soon  as  promised.  The 
present  Administration,  or  the  present  dominant 
party,  if  1  may  so  call  it,  is  pledged  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt  within  a  limited  ume. 
Sir,  1  consider  such  pledge  most  impolitic.  Surely, 
if  we  should  be  invadec^  or,  if  any  other  great  ex- 
igency should  demand  it^  we  should  not  hesitate 
10  go  millions  in  debt.  This  pledge,  this  promise, 
can  be  dispensed  with  then.  And  when  more 
than  now  was  there  a  call  for  dispensing  with 
this  impolitic  engatrement?  When  were  our  rigois 
more  insulted?  England  trampling  on  them  v 
and  Spaia  threatening  to  shut  up  our  pons  with 
half  a  dozen  line-of-battle  ships.  I  will  ask,  sup- 
pose Sp4)n  or  Great  Britain  should  Mttempt  to 
Mock  up  the  Chesapeake,  or  the  port  of  New  York,, 
what  could  be  done  ?    Our  frigates  could  do  noih- 
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ing  to  rehifft  the  afcsauli.  No,  sir,  the  whole  of 
them  would  be  incompetent  tu  meet  the  foe.  Nor 
nia»t  We  afways  depend  on  the  hostility  of  foreign 
natioox  toward?  each  other,  even  for  a  partial  de- 
fence of  uur  commerce.  If  we  have  an  efficient 
force,  we  shall  ne  r^pected,  our  commercial  rifhts 
will  be  maintainable,  and  our  alliance  courted  by 
other  nations.  Let  o«  then  set  our  shoulders  to 
the  burden  ;  and  in  the  hour  of  difficulty,  if  neces- 
Mtry,  look  round  for  friends  and  allies. 

An  increase  of  the  navy  would  also  have  a 
good  domestic  effect.  Many  of  our  merchants 
are  opposed  to  the  present  Administration,  erron- 
eously viewing  it  as  inimical  to  commerc*;  but, 
sir,  the  present  Admini>tra lion  are  friends  lo  com- 
mercial right'<  s  has  not  diminished  the  navy,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  the  opinion  of  the  Executive 
that  it  ought  to  be  diminiNhed.  H\fi  communica- 
tion relative  to  seventy-fotir-gaQ  ships  all  under- 
stand. 

Some  have  said  that  the  liberties  of  a  people 
were  liable  to  be  overthrown  by  a  navv.  I  can- 
not discover  that  it  has  the  least  tendency  that 
way.  Qenerals  have  overthrown  the  liberties  of 
nations,  but  I  certainly  never  read  of  an  admiral 
that  made  himself  a  despot.  1  believe  history 
affords  no  such  examples. 

If  it  should  be  contended  that  the  creation  of 
a  navy  would  lead  to  the  odious  and  tyrannical 
practice  of  impressinir  seamen,  I  would  ask  what 
15  the  important  difference  betweei)  impressing 
men  to  gu  on  board  your  armed  vessels  and  fight 
your  battles,  and  draughting  men,  to  go.  perhaps, 
into  the  front  ranks  of  the  warmest  engagement  ? 
in  either  case,  you  compel  men  to  fisht  where 
they  do  not  wish.    But  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  danger  of  our  being  under  the  nece^sity  of 
ever  entering  on  the  practice  of  impressing.    If  it 
were  now  necessary  to  man  thirty  line-of  battle 
ships,  I  ha.ve  no  doubt  men  enough  would  volun- 
tarily come  forward  impatient  for  battle,  and  sup- 
ply all  our  wants  of  ihis  description.    Our  brave 
mariners  have  their  feelings ;  tney  feel  an  indig- 
Bstion  like  that  which  the  merchants  feel,  and 
like  that  which  this  House,  I  trust,  also  feels. 

Sir,  I  must  repeat  that  we  are  but  one.  I  voted 
for  the  bill  prohibiting  intercourse  with  St.  Do- 
Diiogo ;  I  considered  the  bill  as  calculated  to  have 
a  favorable  effect  on  the  Southern  States.  That 
hill  may  partially  injure  some  persons  ac  the 
Northward,  concerned  in  trade  with  that  island ; 
but,  in  giving  my  vote,  I  was  governed  by  the 
food  of  the  whole.  I  hope,  also,  that  fi^entlemen 
of  agricultural  habits  in  the  Southern  States  will 
coDsider  the  ^uhject  of  defensive  measures  with  an 
enlarged  and  national  view. 

There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  so  enterprising 
^  America }  no  nation  has  so  rapidly. increased  in 
commerce,  and  in  new  resource^  of  commercial 
^ierpri»e,  as  has  this  nation  within  the  last  fif- 
^^«Q  years.  Our  prosperity,  I  had  almost  said  our 
All,  depends  on  commerce.  You  must  not,  you 
cannot^  compel  the  merchant  to  abandon  his  pur- 
,  *uit8;  It  is  contrary  to  his  right,  and  contrary  to 
[  yuur  interest ;  ountrary  to  contract ;  therefore  you 
must  protect  hia  rights. 


If  we  ask.  what  plan  of  defence  is  urired  by  the 
usage  of  all  other  nations?  the  answtr  is  ob- 


V  lous. 


I  have,  sir,  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  a  non-im* 
portation  act.  While  aiming  to  starve  the  manu- 
tacturers  of  England,  let  us  advert  to  our  own  suf- 
ferings. We  may  starve  the  butcher  and  the  ba- 
ker, but  shall  we  not  injure  our  own  health.  What 
gainers  shall  we  therefiy  be  ?  or  how  will  our  mer- 
chants be  redressed  by  such  measures;  how  will 
our  farmers  thus  find  markets?  1  might  not  ob- 
ject to  restrictions  on  importations,  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  preservation  of  peace  ;  but  no 
further  will  1  go  till  we  are  prepared  for  war.  If 
we  do  this,  we  may  expect  that  commercial  men 
will  patrioitcally  submit ;  especially  if  they  can  look 
forward  to  the  short  time  when  the  whole  com- 
munity will  submit  to  the  expense  of  supporting 
that  which  is  the  principal  support  of  all. 

We  are  becoming,  sir,  every  day  less  the  cus- 
tomers, and  more  the  rivals  of  Great  Britain.  The 
means  of  defending  our  commerce  munt  be  event- 
ually wholly  naval.  We  need  never  fight  Great 
Britain  sin|[le-handed,  but  we  want  that  kind  of 
defence  which ^s  a  protection  not  only  against 
fingliknd.  but  against  every  other  Power,  and  that 
kind  of  defence  to  which,  after  all  our  sufferinga 
on  the  ocean,  we  shall  be  ultimately  compelled  to 
resort. 

Some  may  object  to  tiaval  coalitions,  on  the 
ground  that  such  coalitions  are  generally  fruit- 
less and  unsuccessful.  But.  sir,  this  has  not  al- 
ways been  the  case.  Did  mitatn  always  rule? 
No,  sir ;  Spain  and  Holland  have  also  had  their 
day ;  and  a  De  Ruyter  and  a  Van  Tromp  have 
vanquished  and  triumphed  as  completdy  as  have 
ever  a  Nelsoa  or  a  Rodney. 

I  believe  tlie  best  mode  of  protection  will  be 
line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates;  these  will  give 
greater  security  to  our  ports  and  harbors,  than  the 
erection  of  land  batteries.  I  am  not,  however, 
opposed  to  gunboats;  they  may  do  much  by  way 
of  defence  la  shallow  waters,  and  may  be  useful 
anywhere,  and  are  easffy  concentrated  to  a  point. 
Much  is  expected  from  us  by  the  nation;  the 
only  question  can  be.  what  manner  of  redresa 
and  defence  shall  be  adopted  ;  but,  whatever  may 
be  the  final  decision  on  the  important  questions 
before  us.  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  spirit  of  candor, 
liberality,  and  harmony,  may  actuate  our  proceed- 
ings, ana  lead  us  to  a  correct  decision. 

Mr.  Sloan. — I  think  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  now  taken  his  seat  perfectly 
refutable  by  a  single  observation.  I  have  not 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  but  1  have  the  power  of 
retro!<pection.  Look  at  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
whose  naval  forces  are  inferior  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  $  when  did  they  ever  gain  a  great  victory 
over  the  English  navy  ?  Never.  And  judging 
from  what  is  oast,  what  will  come,  they  never 
will  conquer  tiiat  enormous  naval  force. 

Mr.  Early. — The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts fears  we  shall  not  divest  ourselves  of  lor4d 
feelings,  in  discussing  and  deciding  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  apptehend  he  has  no  cause  fuf  this  fear* 
This  subject  is  one  in  which  we  are  all  nearly 
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equally  interested.  The  Northern  States  have 
tneir  Boston  and  New  York ;  the  Middle  States 
their  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore;  the  Southern 
States  their  Norfolk,  Wilmington.  Charleston, 
and  Savannah;  and  the  Western  i States  New 
Orleans:  this  cannot  be  a  local questiop. 
By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  it  ap- 

Sears  that  $1^500,000  hare  been  expended  on  the 
ifferent  fortifications;  and  that  three  ports  only 
are  in  a  state  of  defence ;  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore.  It  also  appears,  by  the  xeport, 
^107,000  haye  been  expended  at  Newport  on  for- 
tifications, which  are  now  greatly  out  of  repair, 
and  wbicn,  when  repaired,  can  be  of  no  service; 
there  being  thret  good  channels  by  which  yessels 
may  enter  the  harbor,  and  the$e  batteries  being 
altogether  unable  to  annoy  an  enemy's  ship  ex- 
Oept  in  one  channel. 

We  have  expended  $1,500,000  on  fortifications, 
and  not  more  than  one^^igHth  part  of  that  sum 
has  had  any  good  effeet.  I  consider  the  sum  of 
$150,000  as  insuficient  for  any  valuable  purpose, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  the  annual  appropriation  of 
this  sum  for  many  years  yet  to  come^  would  be  of 
essential  service  in  defending  our  ports  at  large. 

I  should  be  in  favor  of  this  mode  of  defence,,  if 
I  thought  it  would  be  of  utility.  If  I  thought  the 
port  of  New  York  alone  could  be  defended  by  the 
appropriation  of  the  whole  sum  mentioned  in  the 
feaolotion,  I  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it ;  I  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  double  that  sum  (  four-fifths  of 
the  produce  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent  (Georgia) goes  to  that  port;  $340,000 
have  been  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  that 
port.  &ad  the  works  are  of  no  utility — a  picaroon 
might  pass  to  the  city  withoat  much  molestation. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  harbor  of  New  York  cannot  be  defended  on 
aecount  of  the  width  of  the  Narrows,  or  entrance 
into  the  port.  Ouf  pons  are  not  susceptible  of 
defence  by  land  batteries*  If  they  were,  1  should 
cheerfully  vote  for  this,  or  much  larger  sums. 

Mr.  Varndm  spoke  in  l|vor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Clinton  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise,  to  allow  further  time  f«f  examining  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Elmbb  oppoised,  and  Mr.  Macon  supported 
this  motion,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Dawson  gave  notice  that  he  would  again 
call  up  the  subject  oa  Thursday  next 


Monday,  March  3. 

The  Spbakbs  laid  before  Che  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  sundry  etateraents,  prepared  in  pwr- 
Miance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  Of  the 
third,  fifth,  and  seventh  ultimo,  wl^ich  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  oa  the  state 
•f  the  Union.  . 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  report  from  the  Postmaster  Gkneral,  on  the 
.petition  of  Henry  WeisC,  referred  to  him  by  an 
order  of  the  HousCi  of  the  twentv-eighth  ultimo, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  J.  Clat,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  ao- 
thoriziog  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

POTOMAC  BRnXlE. 

Mr.  TaOMPsoit  called  for  the  orAtr  bf  the  day 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CaMpbelll  moved  to  postpone  the 
bill  till  Thursday.    Motion  lost — yeas  36,  nays  43. 

Mr.  C.  then  moV^d  to  postpone  it  till  to-mor- 
row. 

Mf.  SiiiLTB,  and  Mr.  Q.  W.  Camfbsll,  sop- 
ported^  a^d  Mr.  TttoMt»80N  and  Mr.  Lbwis  op- 
posed It. 

Mr.  QoLDd^oadOoB  teoved  Its  postponement 
till  Wednesday.  On  this  last  motion  the  Hotise 
divided— yeas  44,  nays  47. 

On  postponitfff  the  bill  till  to-fnorrow,  the  House 
divided — y^s  4§.  Lost ;  when  the  Hoose  resolv- 
ed itself  mto  a  Coo^mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
said  bill. 

The  bill  havinig  b^tea  read  over,  tras  considered 
by  sections. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WilLTAitfe  moved  tb  amend  that  part 
ot  the  bill  which  fixes  the  site  of  the  bridge,  by 
directing  it  to  be  erected  at  or  abore  Georgetown. 
This  motion  was  disagreed  to — yeas  39 ;  and  va- 
rions  amendments  were  made  iti  the  details  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  TnoMi>9o*  moVed  to  fill  the  Usnk  in  the 
bill,  relative  to  the  time  rt  Vhtch  the  bridge  ihatl 
be  built,  with  the  ^ot-di  "five  years.**  This  mo- 
tion, after  t  short  debate,  tras  ajfr^ed  to — yeas  49, 
nays  47. 

Oii  fixiAg  the  matimuAi  per  eentare  bcreafler 
to  be  received  by  the  sharraolder^^  debit*  arose. 
Motions  to  allow  thirty  and  twenty-five  per  cent, 
were  lost,  when,  without  deciding  on  any  other 
sum.  a  motion  for  the  Committed  to  rise  prevailed. 

Tne  Committee  then  rose  ahd  obtahied  leave 
to  sit  agkin,  iind  the  House  adjohrned. 

I'desoat,  March  4. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying,  that 
that  part  of  thecounty  of  Washington,  now  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which  formerly  made  part 
of  the  county  of  Montgomery, in  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, may  be  receded  to  the  said  State* 

Orderedy  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was 
commiltedi  on  the  twelfth  ultimo,  a  motion  to 
recede  to  the  Slates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  QaKoa,  from  the  Committee  on  th«  Poblic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twentf- 
ninth  of  January  last,  the  petitions  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen, and  Assistants,  of  the  city  of  Natchez; 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Jeflerson  College,  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory ;  aad  of  William  Dun- 
bar, of  the  said  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon; 
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'which  wasreadj  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  mformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  en  titled  '*An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  GrOTeroer,  Judges,  and 
S^retary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  with  several 
amendments ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  relat- 
ing to  bonds  given  bv  Marshals^''  with  several 
amendments,  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House« 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  slaves  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  reported  a  new  bill.  A 
motion  was  made  to  reject  iL    Lost — veas  24. 

On  making  it  the  order  for  the  4th  of  July,  mo- 
ved by  Mr.  D.  R.  WilliaMS;  the  House  divided 
—yeas  34,  lost.  Whea  the  bill  wis  made  the 
order  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Gregg,  said  he  had  determined  to  move 
this  day  that  the  House  should  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  of  talcing  into  consideration  the 
resolution  which  he  had  some  time  since  offered. 
[On  a  non-importation  of  British  goods.]  At  the 
request,  however,  of  some  gentlemen,  and  inas- 
much as  the  day  was  alreadv  considerably  ad  vaO" 
ced,  he  said  he  would  not  make  this  motion  to-day, 
but  he  gave  notice  he  should  make  it  to-morrow. 

NEW  YORK  8LATB  COMPANY. 

Mr..  CRoiwmiT8iiim.fr,  from  the  ComtAittiffe  of 
Commerce  and  Manofaetures,  to  whom  we^  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Daubess  Gottnty  Slate 
Company,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  made  the 
followiDg  report : 

The  petitioners  represent  that,  for  foor  yean  past, 
they  have  been  engaged  m  woridng  and  btanufiretmr- 
ing  slate,  in  the  county  of  DuteheiSy  in  the  StAte  of 
New  Yetk,  and  ere  piopriecers  ef  qnaniea  eonlaiimig  an 
ineshanstifcle  qnanuty,  and  c(  a  quality  enperlor  to  any 
b«recolbf9  diacovered  in  this  eeuntry.  They  have  ai- 
nady  advaneed  upwaids  of  one  hundved  aiid  tweRly 
thoiuand  dollars,  as  a  capital  stock,  for  carryiag  oo  Ae 
bluulea^  and  cMploy  a  great  nMmher  of  wiiilniiei^  and 
Uboren.  The  petitioners  state  that  slate  is  now  get- 
ting into  gpenend  vse^  in  most  parts  of  the  Uaited 
Btatei,  and  thery  seaoi  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  interests 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  credit  of  our  country,  require  that 
we  should  no  longer  be  under  the  necessity  of  imports 
ung  it  &o«^  Jhuope.  Widi  a  »iAw,  theiefere,  of  shack- 
ing the  importation  of  foreign  slate,  and  as  an  e|ioour^ 
agement  to  our  own,  they  solicit  that  additional  duties 
nay  be  imposed  on  all  slate  imported  from  Europe. 
They  recommend  that  a  specific  duty  should  be  im- 
posed. In  preference  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  on  account 
of  the  exceedingly  low  price  at  which  the  elate  is  pro- 
eared  froai  the  quatries  in  Waleai 

The  coniiMttsc  ind'the  Hovlse  decided  on  a  similar 
apfitteatloii  firom  the  New  Yeek  and  Dniekeas  Ootmty 
Slate  Company,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  The 
fepen  ws«  nnAivofi^la  la  the  petMonen,  aiid  tkte  House 
cvaffrmed-th»  deoWanof  the  eoaimillee,  and  Mftssed 
ts  impose  mt  additional  duty  i^mmi  imported  stsite. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  now  arguflMMts  have  bean 
«rgaa^  in  Hm  prasaat  petitioa,  td  induce  tlie  caminitlse 
to  change  their  former  opinion  on  the  edbjett.  Tkpe 
petittoMirs  confoea  tiwt  the  pik»of  foreign  slate  is  now 
wlaoed  as  k>w  a»  Ibai^  AmeeiaanrlNi^  tlM^  cMttplain 


that  the  importation  of  the  former  is  conthmed.  And 
can  the  petitioneis  ressonably  expect  that  such  extra- 
vagant high  duties  shonld  be  imjMsed  en  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  slate  as  will  amount  to  a  prohibition  of 
the  article  1  The  committee  hope  the  petitioners  hata 
fotoied  no^  sneh  expectations.  In  the  United  States, 
no  monopolies  exists  and  none  ought  ever  to  be  |per- 
mitted  to  exist.  If  a  duty,  amoonting  to  a  pvohibitian, 
is  laid  on  foiaign  elate,  tiie  American  slate  vrill  be 
enhanced  in  prioOi  jtist  so  much  as  the  dtfierenee  maj 
be  between  the  ohi  and  new  duty  {  indeed,  it  is  fo& 
to  presume,  the  price  would  go  b^ond  that  difier* 
ence ;  having  the  whole  market  themselves,  it  might 
be  in  the  power  of  the  manufacturers  of  slate,  in  this 
country,  to  augment  the  cost  of  that  article  to  the  pur-  . 
chaser  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds. 

Imported  slate  is  now  charged  with  a  du^  of  seven- 
teen and  a  half  per  cent  ad  Talorem.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  coihmittee,  no  sufficient  reason  exists  to  recom- 
mend any  addition  to  this  duty.  The  interests  of  other 
persons  than  those  who  would  be  immediately  bene- 
fitted by  the  augmentation  of  the  price,  are  to  be  coii* 
suhed  in  deciding  on  the  merits  of^this  question*  The 
parehaaer  or  consumer  must  ultimately  pay  the  whole 
duty ;  he  ought  not  to  be  prevented  from  buying  for- 
eign slate,  if  he  prefeifs  It  to  that  of  his  own  countrj. 
If  the  duty  u  raiMd  considerably,  the  Amerkan  menu- 
foctarer  would  have  the  entire  command  of  the  madcaty 
and  would  charge  his  own  prices;  oompatition  would 
cease ;  the  sdlar  would  be  earichad,  st  the  expense  of 
the  buyer,  and  having  aecured  a  monopoly  to  ono  claas 
of  manufocturers,  others  might  expect  similar  favors. 
Such  a  policy  cannot  be  approval  in  this  country. 
However,  notwithstanding  the  expression  of  these 
opinions,  if  the  existing  duty  was  not  deemed  to  be 
sufficiently  high  to  afibrd  an  advantage  to  the  Ameri- 
'  can  slate,  (the  charges  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
slate  being  at  the  same  time  considered  as  adding 
greatly  to  the  price,)  the  committee  would  probably 
have  been  induced  to  propose  some  addition,  thouga 
not  to  thoeocteni  prayed  for  by  the  pethioneia« 

If  CongroM  intended  to  niao  the  duties,  genesally, 
001  articles  imported  from  foaoign  ooUntiies,  either  with 
a  view  to  new  iwenue,  or  as  a  further  encouragement 
to  doaaestio  aanufocturesp  the  committee  have  no  raa- 
,  sop  to  suppose  that  slate  would  be  omitted.  As  the 
committse  are  convinced  that  the  manufocturera  of  slate 
are  sufficiently  protected  already,  and  being  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  increased  or  prohibitory  duty  on  for- 
eign slate  would  only  enhance  the  price  of  the  article, 
to  their  exclusive  benefit,  but  to  the  manifest  injury  of 
the  consumer,  the  following  resolution  is  respectmllj 
submitted : 

Bksoived,  That  the  Dutchess  County  STste  Com- 
pany of  New  York  bo  permitted  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 

MBliRIMAOK.  RtTEIt 
Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manafacltrres,  reported  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  merchants  of  Newbnryport,  repro- 
senting  the  tneonTeniences  experienced  id  navi- 
gating the  Merrimack,  and  praviog  a  reimburse- 
ment of  the  expenses  rncurrea  by  them  in  the 
erection  of  two  piers  for  facilitating  the  navl- 
^tion  of  said  river.  The  report  states  the  erect* 
ton  of  the  piers  to  have  been  undertaken,  and 
the  expenditure  of  money  to  have  been  made,  in- 
dependent  of  the  direetton  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Ely  tbouglu  there  iippt*ared  on  the  face  of 
the  report  stroug  leasoos  ia  favor  of  the  prayer 
.  of  the  petitionerii,  and  moved,  for  the  porpose  of 
ooDsiderioff  the  case,  a  reference  of  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Crown INSBIELO  was  in  favor  of  the  same 
coarse,  and  ob:«rved  that  he  had  been  in  the  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Early  opposed  this  conm^,  and  supported 
the  immediate  concurrence  of  the  House  m  the 
report,  on  the  around  stated  therein. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  advocated  a  reference  of 
the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  applica- 
tion. 

Mr.  JoBN  C.  Smith  spoke  in  favor  of  a  refer- 
ence to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BinwELL  spoke  against  such  a  reference, 
and  in  favor  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Sloan  took  the  opposite  side  of  the 
.  question. 

On  the  question  bdng  taken,  a  reference  to  a 
Coounittee  of  the  whole  House  obtained—yeas  59. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  ereetion  of 
m  bridge  across  the  Potomac. 

Tne  question  was  taken  on  limiting  the  maxi- 
mum of  future  tolls  to  twenty-four  per  centum 
per  annum,  and  carried — yeas  47,  nays  43. 

A  motion  was  made  to  limit  the  corporation 
to  fifty  years)  which  after  considerable  debate  was 
rejected— yeas  29. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  a  transfer,  after  a 
certain  number  of  years,  of  the  bridge  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  their  indemnifying  the  company, 
which  wait  likewise  disagreed  to— yeas  16. 

A  motion  was  made  to  limit  the  corporation  to 
oioety-nioe  ream,  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Q.  w.  Campbell  moved  a  new  section, 
tendering  the  comiiany  liable  to  all  claims  of  in- 
demnity for  injuries  arising  to  private  property 
from  any  obstruction  of  the  navi^tion  of  the  Po- 
tomac by  the  erection  of  the  bridge.  This  mo- 
tion was  lost — yeas  12. 

Mr.  Eablt  moved  a  new  section,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  company  to  keep  the  cbaooel  at 
the  draw  of  the  same  depth  as  it  now  is,  and,  if 
suffered  to  become  shoal,  imposing  on  them  a  pen- 

■i»y  ol dollars  for  every  week  it  shall  be  so 

suffered  to  continue.  Motion  Ipst— yeas  37.  nays 
64. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  an  additional  section  that  in 
case  the  bridge  shall  fall  into  decay  or  be  bruken 
down,  the  said  company  shall  be  bound  to  remove 
the  said  materials  out  of  the  channel  of  the  river, 
so  that  the  navigation  may  not  be  obstructed 
thereby.  This  motion  was  likewise  disagreed  to 
— veas  25. 

Mr.  GoLosBOBouGB  moved  an  amendment,  re- 
quiring one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  bub- 
scribeU  previously  to  the  company  commencing 
their  operations,  which,  after  debate,  was  disa- 
greed to — yeas  40,  nays  56. 

After  the  propoaitioo  of  a  great  variety  of  other 


amendments,  some  of  which  were  agreed  to  aad 
others  rejected,  the  Commfitee  rose  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  bill. 


WenNEsnAT,  March  5. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  coin  man  icating 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the  captive  crew  of  the  late  frisate  Philadelphia, 
by  the  Danish  Coo>ul  at  Tripoli,  io  porsuaDcc  of 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  fifth  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Clabk,  Mr. 
RicBABos,  and  Mr.  Tallmaoob 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entiiled  ^Aa 
act  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  Suies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this*  House. 

Mr.  NiCBOLeoN,  presented  a  petition  from  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Commissiopers  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  CoJom- 
hia,  representing  that  great  inconveniences  had 
arisen  from  that  pwt  of  the  act  ioeor|>orating  the 
City  of  Washington  which  exempts  city  property 
from  taxation  for  county  purposes,  and  represent- 
ing sundry  other  circumstances  which^  w  their 
opinion,  require  Legislative  interposition. — Re- 
ferred to  a  select  oommitiee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Dawson  presented  a  petition  from  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Washington  county,  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  the  President  may  be  au- 
thorized to  permit  an  enclosure  ot  the  nnoceopied 
public  ground  in  ihe  City  of  Washington,  on  the 
condition  of  its  cultivation  and  improvemeoL^ 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  peti- 
tion of  I  be  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Tbompson  moved  that  the  Hoose  should 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  atnendmeots 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  ereetion  of  a  bridge  aeroas  the 
Potomac. 

Mr.  GftBGn  moved  its  postponenaent  till  Satar- 
day  next. 

Mr.  Smilib  sfkpportcd,  and  Mr.  Thompboh  op- 


posed this 
noes  45. 


motion,  which   prevailed — ayes  51, 


CHE8APSAK6  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 
Mr.  Qbcoo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January  last,  the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Chesaneake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made 
the  following  report : 

That  it  appears  a  omnpany  has  bean  ineofpsratad 
by  the  respeetive  Sutas  of  Pennsylvsnis,  Mwjbnd. 
and  Delaware,  tor  the  purpoae  of  forming  a  navigaUe 
canal  over  the  isthmus,  which  aeparataa  the  bays  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware :  that  ta  pursuance  of  the 
several  acts  of  incorporation,  passed  I7  the  aaid  SutcSv 
respeciively»  a  large  number  of  subsoriptkms  weie 
made  by  divam  citasans  of  the  United  StaiM,  and  a 
board  of  preaident  and  directors  ware  duly  ejected  Ibr 
carrying  the  project  into  efiact. 

That  the  aaid  president  and  direeton,  in  pnrsnaoos 
of  their  appetnCmant,  have  pescarad  akiUai  enginaeii^ 
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f<»  exploro  md  tiinrey  the  froond  actom  the 
Mthma«»  and  have  fiied  on  a  roate  or  peaitioii  for  the 
canal,  c«lculet«id,  aa  they  conceive,  in  everj  teepect,  to 
aecure  the  great  and  important  porpoae  of  an  aninter- 
rapted  navigation,  and  hav«  made  considerable  progrese 
in  the  work,  Thej  find,  however,  that  to  accompliah 
it,  a  greater  portion  of  lortitnde  and  peraeyerance,  and 
more  ample  reeonrcee  will  be  neeeaaary,  than  ttie  indi- 
viduala  who  are  embarked  in  it»  can  be  soppoaed  to 
poaseae.  The  importance  of  the  undertaking  and  the 
smmenae  national  advantages  which  may  ultimately 
result  from  it,  they  hope  wUl  be  sufficient  inducements* 
to  prevail  on  Congress  to  grant  them  such  assistance  as 
will  enable  them  to  complete  the  business  agreeably  to 
tbelr  original  plan. 

Tlie  committee  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  de- 
eiding  on  the  importance  and  extenaive  utility  of  con- 
necting the  waters  of  the  CJhesapeake  and  Delaware, 
by  a  navigable  canal.  To  adopt  a  phrase  fiuniKariied 
tlj  uae,  they  eoasider  the  project  as  an  opening  wedge 
fiE>r  an  extensive  inland  navigation,  wbidi  would  at  ^1 
timea  be  of  an  immenaa  advantage  to  the  eommercial,  aa 
well  ••  to  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  part  of  the 
eommonity.  But  in  the  .event  of  a  war,  ita  advantages 
woald  he  incalculable.  The  reasoning  of  the  petitioners 
is  conclusive  on  this  point*  If  arguments  are  nteessary, 
their  petition  fumiahes  an  ample  supply  to  prove  that 
so  ayatem  of  internal  improvement  whic^  has  yet  been 
proponed  in  this  country,  holds  out  the  prospect  of  such 
important  national  advantages,  as  naturally  result  from 
a  aucceasful  termination  of  their  undertaking. 

Did  the  finances  of  the  country  admit  of  it,  the  com- 
mittee would  feel  a  perfect  freedom  in  recommending 
to  the  House  the  propriety,  in  their  opinion,  of  extend- 
ing to  the  petitioners  such  aid  as  the  difficulty  and  im- 
portance of  their  enterpriaa  would  be  thought  to  Jus- 
tify. But  it  ia  a  queation,  whether,  at  thb  moment, 
the  aCate  of  tfie  Treaaury  would  admit  of  any  pecuniary 
aeeiatance  being  granted.  The  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  yet  to  be  estinguiahed.  the  embarrassed  state  of 
our  commerce*  and  the  critieal  situation  of  the  country 
in  relatioa  to  foreign  Govemmenls,  might  perhapa  be 
eoDoidered  ia  inaurmoantable  objections  against  apply- 
ing any  publie  money  to  internal  improvementa,  at 
this  particular  time.  Under  an  impression  ariaing 
from  theee  cncumatancea,  the  oonmittee  meonunend 
the  following  resolution : 

Hetobed,  That  it  would  net  be  expedient,  al  this 
time,  to  grunt  any  pecnniaiy  asaistanoe  to  the  Preaident 
and  Directoffs  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company. 

The  report  wgs  referred  to  a  Coiomittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday. 

IMPOKTATION8  FROM  GREAT  BRirAIIf. 

Th«!  Hdum  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Qreoo, 
resolved  itneif  into  9  Commitfee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  xtate  of  the  Union — aye«  72. 

Mr.  Qrego  moved  that  the  entnmittee  should 
take  into  con^ideratinn  a  resolution,  offered  by 
him,  00  the  29ih  u{  Janjaary.  for  a  non-iaiporta> 
tion  of  British  goods. 

The  Committee  having  agreed  to  take  op  the 
resolution,  and  it  having  li^en  read  from  the 
Chair,  in  the  following  word«: 

•<  Whereaa  Great  Britain  impreaaes  dtiiena  of  the 
Uu'ted  8tatee,and  compels  them  to  serve  on  board  her 
ships  of  war,  and  also  saiiea  and  condemns  vessels  be- 


longing to  dt^ns  of  the  United  States,  and  their  car- 
goes, being  the  bonajtde  property  of  American  citiiena» 
not  contraband  of  war,  and  not  proceeding  to  placea 
beeieged  or  blockaded,  under  the  pretext  of  their  being 
engaged  in  time  of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  eaemiesp 
which  was  not  sllowed  in  time  of  peace ; 

*'  And  whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  Btalea 
has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  British  Government 
against  these  injuries,  and  demanded  satisfaction  there- 
for, but  without  efiect :  Therefore, 

**  Reaohedf  That,  until  equitable  and  satisfactory  ar* 
rangements  on  theee  points  shall  be  made  between  the 
two  Governments,  it  is  expedient  that,  from  and  after 
the day  of next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  the  growth,  product  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof 
ought  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States ;  provided, 
however,  that  whenever  arrangements  deemed  satitfro- 
tory  by  the  Preeident  of  the  United  Sutee  shall  take 
plaice,,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  by  proclamation  lo  fix 
a  day  en  which  the  prohibition  afereeaid  shall  oeaae  " 

Mr.  J.  Clat  inquired  wheth«*r  it  would  not  be 
in  order  to  call  up  a  resolution  offered  by  him  oa 
the  same  subject. 

The  CBAiaM4N  aaid  it  was  not  in  order,  after 
the  Committee  had  determined  to  consider  the 
refiolution  jon  rend. 

Mr.  Ob  BOO  then  rose,  and  said :  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  cannot  but  congratulate  the  Committee  on  our 
having  at  length  taken  up  the  business  to  which 
I  believe  the  people  of  tnis  ciHintry  universally 
expected  we  would  have  taroed  our  af  lent  inn  on 
the  first  moment  of  assembling  in  our  Legisiaiive 
capacity.  Before  we  left  our  homes,  we  had  learned, 
through  the  channel  of  newspapers,  that  outragea 
of  a  moat  atrocious  kind  had  been  committed  on 
the  persona  and  property  of  American  citizen «,  bj 
some  of  the  bellurereht  nations  of  Europe.  This 
Intel ligencM  has  been  officially  confirmed  br  sun- 
dry romm on icationa  which  we  have  reeeieeo  from 
thePresidentoftha  United  States.  From  theee 
sonrcea  we  ha?e  derived  the  information  that 
irrupduns  have  been  made  into  our  territory,  on 
its  southern  frontier,  by  subjects  of  Spain,  and  that 
depredations  to  a  Tery  eoqsiderable  extent  have 
been  committed  on  our  commerce  bv  the  cruisers 
of  that  nation.  The  manly  spirit  with  which  these 
irruptions  were  rewiaied  by  the  ofilcers  of  our  Qow^ 
ernment  appears,  for  the  present,  to  have  checked 
the  further  progress  uf  that  evil  $  and  it  seems  that 
the  aystem  of  depredation  has  heed  discontinued, 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  issued  by  the  Minis- 
ter  of  State  and  of  Marine  to  the  Director  Gen- 
ermi  of  the  Fleet.  These  orders  were  is^ned  on 
the  3^1  day  of  September.  1805.  and  are  understood 
to  have  been  produced  by  the  remonstrances  of  our 
Minister  at  that  Court.  From  these  faTorable 
•«ymptoms.  a  presumption  naturally  and  necessa- 
rily arises  that  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  pointi 
in  dispute  between  that  Government  and  ours  is 
Odt  to  be  despaired  of.  Should  we,  however,  be 
deeeived  in  thii«  calculation — should  similar  ag- 
gressions be  repealed — we  are  not  destitute  of 
means  to  obtain  redress;  and  on  such  an  event 
taking  place.  I  presume  we  would  not  hesitate  in 
reporting  to  the  complete  exercise  of  these  mpans. 
.  I  viali  tha  proapeetof  an  accommodation  of  our 
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di^reQ«e9  with  Qraat  Brilfldn  wvre.eqMlLjr  Mghi 
ajad  flatt«riQ|r.  But  tke  cf sleBUitie  h«siihtf  of  tiat 
QoveroiBeoC  towMds  our  commerce,  and  its  o^ 
stioate  pevse^eruica  in  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen^  noiwitlistandliig  the  repeated  remon- 
strances  of  our  Ministers,  leave  do  room  to  expect 
an  accomroodatioQ  until  we  resort  to  such  meas- 
ttree  as  will  make  her  feel  oqr  importance  to  her  as 
the  purchasers  and  consumers  of  her  manufactures, 
and  the  great  injury  she  will  sustain  through  a 
total  privation  of  our  friendship. 

This,  it  mu&t  be  acknowledged,  is  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  and  one  which  cannot  (ail  to  enjg^ge 
the  earnest  attention,  not  only  of  this  Coipmiaee, 
but  must  also  excite  the  anxious  solicitudje  of  av^vy 
xD^mbex  of  the  community.  Oa  the  covrae  we 
nia>y  mow  uk^-^on,  the  oMaauinw  we  mn^  now 
pvrsue^^will:  ifi:  a  great  neasure  depend,  is  my 
view^  tjhe  determiuatieo  of  the  quesdoa  whether 
we  are  to  be  a  free  aad  independent  nation,  or  whe- 
ther we  are  to  surrender  that  boasted  privilege, 
and  tamely  submit  to  sock  indignity  and  oppres* 
sion  as  our  forefathers,  even  in  their  state  ofcol^ 
onitatioB,  would  have  resisied  with  imttgaation. 
In  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  aueh  maj^nitade, 
in  the  decision  of  which  we  are  so  materially  in- 
tercBted,  and.  on  whicht  the  honor  and  true  inter- 
est of  our  eoiKttlry  so  much  depend,  I  trust  we  wiH 
divest  oaiselves  of  all  party  feeliigs,  whetberaris- 
ing  from  our  different  pursuits  in  Hfe^  fVora  geo- 
graphical diatinetions,  or  from  political  consider^ 
ations,  so  that  our  decision  may  be  thpc  result  of  a 
sound  judgment,  uniaHueaced  either  by  improper 
partiality  or  prejudice. 

Fcem  theiiostile  conduct  of  die  natiotta  to  wldeh 
I  have  alluded,  nnd  from^  the  peiated  manner  in 
wiueh  the  Frasidenthaa  reoommended  prepare* 
tiona  £ot  detenoe,  an  idea  appears  to  have  gone 
forth  llbat  we  are  to  be  immediately  engaged  in 
war.  This  opinion  has  received  additional  out«^ 
rency  from  a  report  made  by  a  seleet  committee 
of  the  Huoae^  racommeiidiog  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  &  onnsiderable  amount,  ifor  the  pavpoae 
of  erecting  fortifiealioqs  for  the  ddenee  ef  our 
ports  and  ntrbors,  and  for  butldtng  gunbnatwand 
shipe-of-the-lina  Did  my  sentimenuaceord  with 
thie  opinion,  I  should;  certainly  giv«  ^te  repioit 
mv  countenance^  8o>  fttr  as  reapecte  fertifioationa, 
wniohy  firom  their  situation,  are-  thonght  to  be  ca«- 
pableofaffordingany<nbstantialpr6teetion«  Bven 
aa  thinffs  are,  I  may  perhaps  be  indueed'«»^o«ein 
favor,  ot  the  approprntion  for  gnnbents^  to  relieve 
tke'ansiety  otaome  of  our  feliow^itiaienaL  whose 
alanafti^ipear  to  be  greaiiv  eaeited ;  and  because 
I  believe,  frem  all  the  iamrmation  1  have  been 
able  to  ecweet  from  naval  and  military  gentlemen^ 
(punboatawiil;  aflforditiieTsoat  effeetaal  protection^ 
in  the  event  of  our  being  oompelled  to  have  re»- 
course  to  defensive  measarea,  by  any  oecnrrsnoea 
that. may  hereafter  take  place. ' 

But  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  declare  that  I 
have  no  apprehensions  whatever  of  a  war.  The 
present  situation  of  the  nationsof  Euvopefornishea 
no  ground  fbr  entertaining  such  aaprehenaioas* 
Their  present  engagements  fornish  ample  em- 
pktyment  for.  nU  their  leaeureea,  bocii  of  m^i  cod 
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mAaev.  Tkeinpoitanfceontestwkick 
pies  their  attention  ia  not  likely  to  be  baoogfbt  to 
a  speedy  termination^  Svea  if  the  oMor  Powcib 
should  withdraw  from  ibe  eonfederaey,  there  is  no 
prospect  of  »  speedy  peace  between  the  two  grenf 
rival  nortione.  They  will  most  probrtly^  soon 
return  to  the  situation  they  respectively  occupied 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  campaign. 
The  scene  of  Boulogne  will  probably  be  acted  over 
ao^ain.  The  fleet  of  the  one  nation  must  be  em- 
lioyed  in  guarding  its  coasts  against  an  invasion 
y  the  army  of  the  other.  In  tnis  situation,  nei- 
ther will  h£  disposed  to  add  to  the  number  of  their 
enemies.  Qreat  Britain  derives  some  advantage 
from  that  predatory  wat  which  she  permits  avi 
autluirizes  to  be  carried  on  againat  our  commerce 
and  she  also  ezperiencea  some,  convenienee  ia 
DMinnittg  her  aanry,  fnam.  the  facility  with  which 
defieieneiesare  snpptied  by  impreaameata  of  eor 
seamen  fimmi  on  board  onr  tmdiutf  vesaels.  laier- 
est  and  oonveaienee  wtlliodvce  ber  to  ]pnrsne  thcb 
system,  so  king  aa  we  discover  a  diepoaition  to 
yield  implicit  submission;  but  let  a  national  spirit 
of  disapprobation  and  resistance  once  discover 
itself;  let  us  once  tell  her,  in  the  prond  lang:uage 
of  independeneey  that  we  will  no  longer  submit  to 
this  iqaignity  and  oppression,  and  we  will  find  the 
practice  relinquished}  and  our  fetlow-citizens  lib- 
erated from  that  degrading  bondage  in  which  they 
are  now  held,  and  restored  to  their  couolry  and 
friends.  Great .  Britain  is  too  well  versed  in  the 
business  of  calaulatioo,  and  too  weli  aic^joainted 
with  her  own.  interest*  to  persevere  in.  this  iawkas 
system,  at  tha  hawaaf  d-  o£  msiag  eustocieKa)  whose 
annuAl.purcskases  of  hek*  maawaetnrea  ami  other 
meieknndiisn  esceedb^  I  be)ie»e^  tkiftyi  miUions  of 
dollars. 

In  aearekinip  lor  tnateiiiali  to  aofaataminte  the 
fapta  Btated*  m  the-  preambtie  to^  the  TeaolwtioB,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  ref^  to  the-  hiatory^  of  the  con« 
duot  of  the  B^itiidi  Government  townitfe  ns  for  a 
very  skort  period.  By  turning  a  few  pages  of 
that  hfsrory  we  wilt  find  that  a  htrge  number  of 
our  feitbw-citizens  have  been  forcibly  taken  from 
their  homes — for  his  ship  is  a  seaman's  home — 
have  been  put  on  board  British  ships  of  war  and 
compelled  to  fight  her  battles  against  a  Power  be- 
tween whom  and  her  own  Government  there  exists 
nod  ifference.  The  general  notoriety  of  th  is  truth 
|>recl(ides  the  necesnty  of  a  reference  to  any  par- 
ticular document  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
stateniftnit^  Waa  knah.a.i^efeiior  nffcaaiaiy,  I 
might  point  to  a  report  from  the  Department  af 
Btate,  niade  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  In 
that  report  we  find  that,  at  that  time,  fitteen  hun- 
dred aad.thirty-eight'persons,claim]ng:  to  be  Amer- 
ican citizens,  ^ad  been  able  to  extenu  their  appU- 
cation  for  relief  to  their  own  Government;  and 
though  Great  Britain  claimed  some  of  these  as 
her  subjects,  agreeably  to  her  doctrine  of  noa- 
expatriation^  the  great  mass  was  acknowledged  to 
be  Americans,  for  whose  detention  no  other  cause 
could  be  assigned  but  because  she  stood  in  need 
of  their  servicer  And  is  it  not  a  fair  presumption 
that  this  number  was  but  a  smalt  proportion  of 
those  who  were  actually  impressedt    Changed 
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from  ship  to  ship,  aod  the  vessels  in  which  the^ 
are  frequently  chaDging  their  station,  and  guarded 
^ith  the  most  scrupulous  attention,  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  find  any  opport^unity  of 
applying  to  their  q^x^  Government  or  any  of  it^ 
Qjncers  Fox  relleL 

This  open,  tihis  9^SraQt  viqlalipu  of  oqr  ci^Hta 
13  vien.  and  M  oitams  of  an  indepeodfint  natmi^ 
•artaioly  dem^tds  the  inierpoaiUQn  of  Govern- 
aenc  To  vhai  oause  are  we  iq  ascribe  tba  iieg-< 
kct  with  whlck  thcsa  iixi£»f  tanate  men  hat«  heca 
treated  ?  A  few  years  ago,  when  soma  of  Qtnr 
aeopU  had  the  loi^ormn^  tj^  b^  iaa4e  prisoners 
by  the  Algerio^a,  and  at  t  Inter  period,  when 
iOiQe  olhers  fell  In^to  thc(  hands  of  ih^  Tripolitana, 
the  feelings  of  the  Gof  ^cnmeat  and  of  the  whole 
oountry  were  alive.  AU  voices  united  in  requip* 
ipg  the  eqergy  of  the  Governntem  to  he  exertedi 
and  ita  parse  to  be  opened,  so  that  po  m^eans  to 
ahtaia  the  liberty  of  the  captives  lytight  be  left 
^ntiiedt  Succesa  has  crqwped.  these  endeavorsi 
and  those  who  were  iMfortaniuely  slaves  are  now 
enjoying  th^ij:  freedom.  In  whajt  respect,  I  would 
ask,  does  the  situation  of  those  who  have  heea 
impressed  fron  on  bcArd  their  own  vessels,  and 
who  ase  forcibly  detained  on  board  British  ships 
of  war,  differ  froqi,  that  of  the  Algerine  and  Xx\r 
politan  prisoners?  So  far  as  respects  the  Gk?v- 
ocniQent,  the  infringeq^ents  of  its  aighM  are  greater 
in  the  fo/mer  than  te  the  Ja4ter  ciise.  The  aiiua* 
UoB  of  the  individaal,  is  no.  better.  A  ^oo^  in- 
flicted by,  a  British  catrof-iun^-tails  is  not  less  se- 
Terely  &lt  thaa  if  it  bad  procQfdedr  from  the  lash 
of  afi  Algerine*  Tha  piitieat  suhn^ssion  with 
which  we  have  ao  long  en^^ir^d  \Y^\%  flagrant  out«. 
ragq  qp  the  feelings  of  auqiaaity  and  oa  the  hoqojc 
of  pun  couDtry^  mii^t  luive  excited  the  a9(o|)ish- 
ment  of  the. whole  wor)4>  but  it  i^ust  a|so  h^ve 
impressed  tbeio,  ve(«  fofcihljf  witji  an  idea,  of  the 
modcratioa  of  pux  QpYernment,  and  of  ita  strong 
prediketioii  for  p^aae*  I  tf;iis>;,  howev<ar,.  we  wiu 
i|pw  show  ibeip  ih^.  thence  i/|  a  point  bearond:Mrhich 
ve  will  no^  auSer.i  that  even  although  we  mav 
pot  think  it  advisable. to.  meke  reprisel^  we  will 
\i  least  wiUidjtaw  our  friendly  interoourse  froiq. 
tba^  QQv^rnpAe;nt|  wi^oae.  whole  Mrstem  of  con* 
duct  towards  us  has  be^  that  qf  dUt^e^  ^xA  de- 
gradation ;  apd  that,  ae  the  b^siI)e^  if  now  ukea 
QP(  it  will  be  nurs^ed  with,  zei^  apd  a^dpr,  nntU 
ruj^f  is  ^teqded  to  thifl  MAhappy  aiaesoif  aaffe<- 
erS|  and  seocurity  obt^iAed  against.  sim.ii^r  agg<es- 
4qi»  on  theii;  pulsions  iokfutare^  hK»  suQh  arra^ge^ 
laentsaaougbt  tobedeensftd  sn^tiMeqtory. 

lo  relatioa  to  th^  capture  ai^d  condentoatipn  oif 
Qor  Te^ic4e)  contrary  to  whal  wocpnsider, apd  te 
Viha4  I  v<erily  Wieve  tp.  be  the  law  of  nations,.! 
shall  not;  detain  the  Cpq»i)aittee  with  mai^y  ob^er- 
^tiona^  I  have  no  inteaiion  of  entering  iq^o  a 
discuMioi^  of  the.  ahstnet  queatifMp^  wneihec  a 
trade  is  juati^ahle  in.  war  which  is  not  open  in 
time  of  peace,  I  wiU  oaJly  observe,  that  on  the 
principlea  of  reaaoa  i|nd  jqslicf ,  and  fren^  such- 
aathors  as  I  have.had  ap  o[^rtunity  o^  consult* 
iag,  the  right  for  which  we  coatepd  does  a,pnear 
to  me  tp  be  clearly  established.  la  aome  late 
IHtblicatioA^  this  qqestioQ  hga.  reoeived  a.  ve^y  . 


luminous. and  ample  discussion,  and  the  right  in-* 
sisted  on  by  us  has  been  placed  on  such  ground^ 
and  supported  by  reasoning  so  clear,  so  coffent, 
and  so  conclusive,  chat  Great  Britain,  with  alt  her 
boasted  talents,  will  find  it  extrecqely  difficolt  to 
find  answers  for  them. 

But  even  admittinfi^  the  British  doctrine  to  be 
correct,  what,  I  would  ask,  has  been  the  conduct 
of  that  Government  under  it?  Has  it  been  that 
of  a  nation  actuated  by  motives  of  liberahtv  and 
friendship?  Has  it  been  that  of  a  civilized  and 
polished  nation  ?  Has  it  been  such  as  justice  and 
fhe  fair  a^d  honorable  conduct  of  our  Government 
has  given  us  a  right  to  expect?  No  person,  I 
think,  is  prepared  to  answer  in  the  affirmative.  It 
does  not  apoear  that  the  principle  was  practised 
on  during  toe  last^  nor  for  some  time  after  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  I  will  not 
undertake  absoluteljr  to  say  that  they  relinquished 
it,  but  the  trade  which  it  now  prohibits  was  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  without 
any  interruption  fVom  their  cruisers^  NumberS| 
allured  by  the  prospect  of  gain,  were  induced  to 
engage  in  the  Jprontable  business,  and  supposing 
themselves  safe  under  the  protection  of  law,  baa 
their  vessels  and  efl^cts  seized  to  a  lar^  amount. 
The  capture  and  condemnation  of  their  property 
was  to  them  the  first  promufgatiun  of  the  law. 
Ignorance  of  what  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
know,  was  itnputed  to  theni  as  a  crime,  and  an 
honorable  dependence  on  the  justice  of  a  Govern- 
ment professing  to  be  friendly^  was  prosecuted 
with  penalty  and  forfeiture. 

But  even  independent  of  our  just  cause  of  com- 

Slaint  arising  from  this  principle,  apparently  new, 
lius  unjustly  brought  mto  operation,  how  has 
that  Government  conducted  m  relation  to  cap- 
tures, in  which,  after  the  inost  minute  investiga- 
tion, an  the  ingenuity  of  her  courts  have  not  beei^ 
able  to  discover  any  principle  to  warrant  the  con- 
demnation ?  The  perplexing  difficulties,  the  vev 
atious  delays,  and  the  enormous  expense  attend- 
ing the  prosecution  of  a  claim  through  every  sta^e 
oiits  progi:ess,  place  an  almost  insurmountable 
barrier  in  the  way  of  obtaining  justice^  In  fact^ 
all  her  commercial  maxims,  and  the  whole  sys-? 
tem  of  her  conduct,  discover  a  manifest  intention, 
a  fixed  determination,  tp  consummate  the  ruin  of 
the  commerce  of  this  country. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  thpt  many  of  the 
captures  aod  con^demnationi,  of  ^bich  we  have 
heard  such  loud  complaints,  a^^  strictly  warranted 
l)y  the  law  of  nations.  An  immoderate  desire  of 
gain  very  fjcequently  lea^s  the  merchants  to  en- 
gii^in  a  trade  whieh  the  universal  consent  of  all 
nations  has  declared  to  be  unlawful.  This  obaer* 
vatioo  will}  bowtvef^  pwbape  apply  with  more 
propriety  to  foreigners,  who  have  nxed  their  resi- 
dence among  us,  to  enioy  the  advantage  of  trad^ 
ing  under  oilr  neutral  n|[hts,  than  to  the  real) 
American  merchant.  This  description  of  tpen, 
under  no  'fnfiueoce  of  patriotism,  aqd  tpo  gene- 
rally unrestrained  by  any  principles  of  justice^, 
pursue  their  object,  wholly  regardless  of  the  in^, 
terest  of  the  coui^try,  or  of  any  injurious  coose*^ 
q,u§npes  to  which  U  mi^jht  be  subjected;  ihroHgbi 
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their  misconduct.  I  have  no  idea  of  ifiTnlviog 
my  country  in  anv  difficulty  on  account  uf  these 
people  or  tneir  tradt*.  As  they  are  citizens  of  the 
world,  equally  attached  to  erery  country,  I  would 
always  Willingly  surrender  them,  to  be  punished 
according  to  the  laws  of  whatever  country  they 
might  be  fuund  transirressing.  But  in  withhuld- 
ing  protection  from  these  lawless  adventurers,  let 
us  not  withdraw  it  from  the  real  American  mer- 
chant. Acting  from  motives  of  patriotism  as 
well  as  of  gain,  be  combines  his  own  ioferest  with 
that  of  his  country.  While  he  is  accumulating 
wealth  to  himself,  he  is  adding  to  the  revenue 
and  riches  of  his  country ;  and  wmle  he  is  search- 
ing a  market  for  the  productions  of  the  formers, 
he  is  discovering  something  that  may  contribute 
to  their  convenience  and  comfort  He  Is  a  ne- 
cessary link  in  the  chain  of  our  society.  There 
is  a  mutual  dependence  betwixt  him  and  the 
farmer.  The  interest  of  the  one  is  promoted  by 
the  success  of  the  other.  This  bems  the  case, 
these  two  classes  hhould  be  extremely  cautious 
bow  they  suffer  that  kind  of  jealuusy  to  gruw  up 
betwixt  them,  that  might  eventually  prove  a 
aource  of  distress  and  caEimiiy  to  them  both. 

I  hofie  it  will  not  be  inferred  from  anything  I 
have  said,  that  I  am  going  to  be  an  advocate  Tor 
the  protection,  even  of  American  merchants,  in 
that  wild,  extravagant  carrying  trade,  to  which 
aomeof  them  appear  to  extend  their  views.  1  ahAi 
sever  agree  to  risk  the  peace,  and  safely  of  the 
nation  in  such  a  cause.  Even  in  doubtful  caxes, 
or  where  the  law  was  not  perfectly  clear,  if  they 
would  embark  their  property,  let  it  oe  at  their  own 
hazard.  But  in  carrying  on  the  direct  trade  of 
our  country,and  even  in  the  carrying  trade,  while 
they  confine  themselves  within  the  acknowledged 
law  of  nations,  1  think  they  axe  entitled  to  protec- 
tion. 

Andy  sir,  in  affording  this  protection,  I  take  it 
that  we  are  promotmg  the  real  interest  of  the 
country.  By  cherishing  navigation,  to  a  certain 
extent,  we  secure  to  ourselves,  at  aU  limes,  the 
means  of  procuring  a  market  for  such  articles  as 
we  have  for  sale ;  we  furnish  means  for  promoting 
industry,  and  we  make  provision  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  men.  on  whose  bravery  and  exertions,  in 
the  event  uf  war,  we  must  always  rely  very  much 
for  oar  defence.  On  this  subject,  1  cannot  express 
my  sentiments  better  than  I  find  them  expressed 
in  a  report  made  bv  the  present  Chief  Magtstrate, 
while  Secretary  of  State,  and  which  I  consider  a:* 
declaratory  of  the  trne  interests  of  the  nation,  I 
ahall  therefore  uke  the  liberty  of  reading  a  para* 
graph  of  that  report. 

**  It  [that  isy  navigation,  as  •  brandi  of  indnikiy]  is 
valuabts,  but,  as  a  source  of  defimoef  is  e»ential.  Its 
value  as  a  branch  of  industry  is  anhsncsd  by  the  de- 
pendence of  so  many  other  branches  on  it  In  times 
of  general  pesce  it  multiplies  competitors  for  employ- 
ment in  transportation,  and  so  keeps  that  at  its  proper 
level ;  and  in  times  of  wa^— that  is  to  say,  when  tboae 
nations  who  may  be  our  principal  carriers  shall  be  at 
war  with  each  other--if  we  have  not  within  ourselves 
the  means  of  transportation,  onr  produce  must  be  ex- 
ported  in  belligerent  vaaselsy  at  tba  iaereaaed  axpenae 


of  war-freight  and  insurance,  and  the  artidee  which  will 
not  bear  that,  must  perish  on  our  handa, 

*'  Bat  it  is  as  a  resource  for  defence,  that  our  navigatioa 
win  atlmit  neither  neglect  nor  fbrliearance.  The  posi- 
tion and  circumstances  of  the  United  States  leave  them 
nothing  to  fear  on  their  landlioanl,  and  nothing  to  de- 
sire beyond  their  present  rights.  But  on  Uieir  eeaboanl 
they  are  open  to  injury,  aAd  they  have  there,  too,  a 
commerce  that  must  be  protected.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  possessing  a  respeetaiile  body  of  dtiaeD  sea- 
men, and  of  artists  and  establishments  in  nadinsss  far 
ship-building." 

From  this  very  brief  view  of  the  ceodoet  of  the 
British  Government  towards  us.  and  I  have  coa- 
fined  it  merely  lo  the  points  staled  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  resolution ;  every  candid,  every  unpre- 
judieed  pert^on.  I  think,  most  acknowledge,  that 
we  are  arrived  at  a  crisis;  that  we  have  reached 
a  period  at  which  the  honor,  the  interest,  and  the 
public  sentiment  of  rhe  country,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  expressed,  call  loodly  on  us  to  make  a  stsnd. 
The  evil  we  have  already  suffered  is  great,  and  it 
Is  progressing.  Like  a  caneerotis  complnint,  it  is 
penetrating  stilt  deeper  towards  our  viinls.  While 
we  yield  year  after  year,  Great  Britain  advances 
step  hystep;  yet  a  little  lunger  and  our  commerce 
will  be  annihilated,  and  our  indepeadenee  sub- 
verted. 

Hfre  the  great  diflScuhy  presents  itself.  What 
are  the  proper  steps  lo  be  taken  ?  what  measures 
that  we  can  adopt  will  t>e  most  likely  to  effect  the 
object  we  have  in  view,  and  in  its  operation  pro- 
duce the  smallest  inconvenience  to  oarsefves?  I, 
sir,  have  reflected  much  un  this  subjecL  1  have 
considered,  so  far  as  I  was  capable,  the  bearing 
which  every  measure  which  I  have  heard  pr«>- 
posed  would  have  on  ii.  The  result  of  my  reflec- 
tions is.  that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
ease,  the  resolution,  which  '\%  now  the  subject  ^ 
immediate  discussion,  ought  lu  be  adopted.  What 
is  the  resolution  ?  what  does  ir  say  ?  It  addresses 
Great  Briuin  in  this  mild  and  modemte,  though 
naanly  and  firm  language:  Yuu  have  insulted  the 
dignity  of  our  country  by  tmpressiini^  onr  seamen, 
and  compelling  them  to  fitfht  your  ^ttles  against 
a  Power  with  whom  weareat  peace.  Ton  have 
plundered  us  of  much  property  by  that  predatory 
war  which  you  authorize  to  be  carried  on  against 
our  commerce.  To  these  iniuries,  insults,  aad 
oppression,  we  will  submit  no  lunger.  '  We  do  no^ 
however,  wish  to  destroy  that  friendly  iotercoone 
that  ougnt  to  subs  st  between  nations,  connected 
by  the  ties  of  commim  interest,  to  which  several 
conHiderations  seem  to  give  peculiar  strength. 
The  ciiizens  of  our  countrv  and  the  subjects  of 
yours,  from  the  long  habit  or  supplying  their  mu- 
tual wants,  no  doubt  feel  a  wish  tu  preaerve  their 
intercourse  without  interruption.  To  prevent 
such  interruption,  and  secure  against  fntore  ag- 
gressions, we  are  now  desirous  of  entering  into 
such  arraiigemenis  as  ought  to  be  deemed  ivatis- 
factory  by  both  parties.  But  if  yau  persist  ia 
your  hostile  measures,  if  you  abiMiluiely  refuse 
acceding  to  any  propositions  of  eomprumise,  we 
must  sUckea  those  bonds  of  friendship  by  which 
we  hftf a  beta  ooaneeted,  yon  must  not  expect 
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herenfli^l'  lb  find  u<i  io  tbur  iHlirket,  purchaslnfi: 
your  maDufaetUreft  to  no  Urge  M  innoaot.  What 
WJII  the  pefV|>1e  tif  this  eoi^ntrf  !4iy  of  thU  tirdho- 
sirmn  ?  Witt  they  D«6t  b^  read/  to  ezetelm.  fimt 
it  is  100  mild  for  th«  fte»eh(  stale  (ofititn^s?  What 
will  be  the  opintmi  df  fotei^ti  Gov^^iYmenl^  re- 
specting itt  Will  they  not  tot  rhsit  ive  have  et- 
tended  the  ]^m;ipleof  modetatioh  too  for?  What 
must  be  its  im|)ression  on  Great  Britain  heftetft 
Btr,  if  dhe  fo  not  lo»i  to  every  sense  of  national 
la&tice,  dhe  thuit  Bekiio#Ied|^e  its  equity  And  fal)r- 
Bess.  Bit  I  i^o«td  inq«ifre  pllrt^ularly  What 
R^ottld  be  itBdp^ratltHl  on  the  people  Of  that  tdm* 
fry  ?  If  earr ied  into  efFeirt.  I  believe  it  will  «<rilrt 
hftndfty  fhroaghOttt  the  Bmpire.  Its  op^ratioA 
m\i  be  f^h  by  #very  deseriftion  of  people,  bol 
tiore  e^eeiatfy  by  the  Oommehsial  tui  mantiffic- 
tiring  pan  of  th^  cocnmunfty.  The  inflaence  Of 
hese  too  cUiwerf  is  well  knofrn  ih  that  country. 
They  are  the  inaiil  pillars  of  its  Support.  Tb^ 
ire  the  sources  of  Ms  wetohh.  Their  representa- 
iohs,  therefore,  av^  always  attended  to.  Atid 
vhat  ian^u^^e  must  they  speak  on  this  occasion  ? 
t  mut(t  \^  ef  id^nt  fhiit  a  regard  to  their  own  in^ 
erest  will  lead  them  to  remonstrate  loudly  against 
hat  .^yKiem,  which  wilt  produce  an  annual  defat- 
aiion  in  the  «lftle^th^it  raenufhctur^s,  6f  thirty 
lillioDs  of  doUars:  This  is  theit  Votnerable  part. 
ly  attacklag  them  th  their  Warehouse  and  WoHt- 
bops  we  cftflf  reach  thei¥  vfCaliv,  aild  thiis  raise  a 
et  of  advocates  in  our  fhvor,  whose  remoifstraace 
nay  produce  ao  ahahdonmeot  Of  those  in|ast  prtu<- 
iples  and  prstctfeesi  whM:h  have  produced  (h^ 
olemo  erisrs. 

But,  Mr.  Ch*irttiaiF,  shoi:rtd  Grtet  Brlutih,  «dn^ 
rary  to  ou¥  wishes;  and  eertainly  cdntraf y  td  her 
iwn  true  interen,  pt^rsist  jii  h^  iit-stltrr^d  pdlicy, 
vhat  must  be  the  ei^t  uf  such  Cohd«dtbil  het- 
elf  1  and  how  Will  wc  hb  Ultimately  affeicted  by 
I  ?  Shflt  oot  ffOtb  BHtiish  ibark^ts.  our  n^erchtekits 
vill  ohtam  «  pttniii«(ar  Mrpply  frbdi  i^lhet  cbuti^ 
ries,  aild  W«  Will  iiesoM fo  dorbeisti^  itoA^iuflitt^kflM 
0  make  wp  tfve  defrci<ni«t.  6h6tild  this  t^Aretb 
pn  tdopf^,  ^t\mtt  iKwy  ^d  ft  dittcttft  toi^iiove^ 
lur  euaWifik  It  h  cerUitaly  a  subject  <yf  )Mfrh6iti 
egf«t  that,  ^Winj^  «6  the  mgt  Itiifp^f t^ihtl  ttttd 
iteo^nve  edh^tfmptUli  6(  Brmsh  ioodtt,  ddm^ 
ic  matittfUcMhrei  hate  n¥kr\y  vafkhfaed.  1  db  am 
tpBti  t«  «e«  t<l«irttah]l«Mi«ti<i^ktrge  ftfMiift^^ 

ttrm  in  Ihia  tsnPMrfi  thtt  txi^ttsW^  ntMH  V^^^ 
itory  we  fpe8s»s  ftilhtiiiheSMiCh  pdwerful  ihdwb^ 
^at»  fo^  «e«iIiiv^on4HftKl,  ihiit  f^^wtt  tohe  fdttrrd 
rrtfitipr  lu  ^  confl^d  Within  the  natrow  liiiihs  of 

m'anvfaotory.  Should,  hoWever,«ueh^cebljsh^ 
aeats  be  set  oti  foot;  i  hive  no  ddubt  they  Wbuld 
eceive  a  fat«|e  acCeseiOtt  of  Workmen  froM  the 
lomhera  whii&hiitooa-itbportiitian  act  iwould  eotte* 
lel  tu  leave  tb^ir  p^elfent  hofti^s,  iti  Search  of  eM^ 
loyment  in  this  atid  oth^'r  cootttries.  But  my 
fesetit  view  does  not  extetid  to  these  establish^ 
nents  on  no  large  a  scale.  I  want  to  see  eyfary 
imily  a  tittle  roancfactory,  tieing  with  eacn 
ther  in  the  exceileacy  of  their  workmanship, 
nd  exhibtttnff.  in  their  dresaes,  specimens  of  their 
D^enoity  and  indnstry. 

Mr.  Ciialrmaft,  #heii  I  ftrat  itebliihted  ihH  piop- 
9ih  Com.— 13 


oiritiob  to  the  consideretion  of  thin  House,  I  wia 
so  foreibly  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  addfri- 
ie|Sr  it,  thai  I  had  «o  expectation  it  Would  meet 
with  ahy  oppoaiiioh.  It  was  not  until  a  reselii- 
f  idn  Was  laid  on  the  table,  calling  on  the  Becre^ 
rary  of  the  TreaSufy  for  a  sttttetnent  of  oUr  eih 

Sorts  atid  imports  to  and  from  Gr^eai  Britain  and 
er  depefifdeneies.  that  I  had  aifty  sample lod  it 
wotild  he  oppb^d.  Wheti  thlit  eati  was  nlade^  I 
begeti  to  i^restinve  uu  opposition  was  intetided, 
ind  that  the  oppdSitioa  Would  he  gtoiinded  dh  (he 
stippoeed  efiRfct  whfoh  the  adoptrou  of  the  mei^ 
urs  DOW  under  discussion  wautd  ha^e  on  the  rer- 
en«le»  I'his  was  brought  ]^rtieufa/ly  intd  View 
itomo  daya  after  in  the  votta  of  a  prefhce  to  k  resd- 
lutioa  on  this  Sftme  subject  hffcM  by  a  gentlemaa 
from  Maryland^ 

We  w4re  told,  tbeil,  th^t  our  i  Orpott*  ffom  Qrtet 
Briraiil  and  her  depefidencies,  tamoooted  aondiBtly 
io  925.090,000,  and  that,  at  the  average  rate  tf 
duty  of  twenrry  per  cent,  the  revenue  woiltd,  6f 
cborMe,  be  afi^ted  to  the  amount  of  (5.000,000. 
That  the  revenue  will  be  partially  atSseied  by 
the  proposed  meksure  is  readily  admitted  |  aoa 
if  it  Sbotkid  be  affected  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  r#- 
tard  the  exftngwtshment  tt  the  nafiofial  deht  % 
single  day  bey  clad  the  time  fixed  by  taw  for  ita 
ffoal  redemption,  I  would  eeriainly  regret  it  v^er^r 
sia^eMy.  Nd  person  ib  this  country  can  wita 
mote  athxioasly  to  s^  that  debt  paid  than  myse^L 
But,  sir,  do  not  believe  the  effect  on  the  revefatfe 
wi^)  he  by  aay  meanfs  so  great  ea  has  heeo  siatal. 
The  average  detf  oa  imports  fVote  Britatudoee 
vtH)  i  believe,  amtwnt  to  20  per  cetH^  and  thiiiW- 
fbre  the  deiMeatibn  in  the  revenue  will  hot  he  e^ 
gvean  aa  iiaaheew  staled)  even  admlithig  ihet  wh 
da  not  ivipoH  from  ofber  emivtries.  Boc  r*  Ji  t% 
he  adiipoied  that  the  ettferpTlseiod  iftdnstrr  of  ihe 
aier^hahtk  are  tia  be  wholty  ^ratytted  oy  this 
Hieasuie^  Wilt  they  tey  «p  the^  Vesseli  in  th^» 
doelm,  attd  ahtft  up  iheit  thok%f  ih  fheir  theiitst 
No,  sir;  when  they  find  themselves  exolodcd  hf 
lalir  ttoik  BlMsh  matkeia,  they  Wilt  reesrrt  to  other 
ediiAtvitfi,  and  no  doubt  they  iriH  fthd  goodu  ta 
anawar  <Mr  parpoae  qalta  at  well  «i  tHaify  6f  th« 
gewgan^  we  get  ftwm  BoglaniA^  alid  qaite  ia 
iMnf  iawil  ^ili  he  able  vo  fiiid  tiK>aey  to  jiar^ 

i  it  hia  beeft  akid)  sflnoi  that  iha  |irioe  of  ttur  ^^ 
pdrta  1^  fo  he  greatly  affected  hy  thii  toedsure.  Thd 
anideof  coMMtar  haa  bmti  pAnioukrijr  meutiMedi 
Why^  nU)  i\M  i^aaKftibn  does  dot  siy  a  weird  abotei 
ex<pdra».  I<  fn  entirely  silent  a%  to  them.  The? 
lire  MH  at  liberty  togv  V0  those  marketa  ttFheii 
tkMy  hae«hereHM'o?a  fbaod  purehaaers,or  to  search 
for  new  (BueS)  us  ic  may  eati  their  conveoieacai 
The  adoption  of  the  measure  may  produce  a  tM^ 
meatary  dtmtoutioa  of  pricey  and  thia  iacoave- 
nienca  will  be  promoted  by  the  repreaeatatioas  of 
designing  speculators,  who  are  continually  roam- 
ing through  the  country  to  take  advantage  of  thd 
ignorant  and  unwary.  But«  when  the  fine  im^- 
preasion  is  removed,  our  productions  beinff  either 
necessaries  of  life,  or  materials  for  manufaciurea, 
will  be  in  demahd,and  sought  for,  aid  purcha^^ed) 
at  i  pfiee  aorrecpomdeac  to  that  demand.    But) 
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air,  even  admiuing  that  we  were  tosu^iain  aiem- 
liorary  iDconveniencp  rroin  a  small  reduction  in 
the  price  of  (he  produce  of  our  iHrms.  are  we  to 
put  a  few  cents  difiVreoce  in  the  prii^e  of  a  pound 
of  cotton,  or  tuhacco.  or  a  barrel  uf  flour,  or  a 
quinta)  of  fii»h,  in  competition  with  the  honor  and 

general  in le rest  of  our  country  ?  Is  there  a  mem- 
er  of  thi«  House,  is  there  a  man  in  the  fummu 
Siity,  thai  would  submit  to  see  his  neighbor  drai; 
ged  into  ignoble  bondage,  tnerely  because  it  would 
produce  a  slight  shock  in  the  market  fur  his  pro- 
duce ?  Such  an  idea  would,  i  believe,  be  uoiver- 
aally  spurned  rL 

Bui,  Mr.  Chairmao,  the  strongest  objection  I 
have  heard  mentioned  is.  that  if  we  do  pas^  a  nun- 
importation  aci»  it  cannot  he.eiecuied,  and  either 
we  hhsll  be  laughed  at  by  G  eat  Briiain.or  it  will 
afford  a  pretext  to  ber  Mio«ster,  whose  de«MKion  is 
well  known,  to  let  loose  his  cruisers  and  nweep 
the  ocean.  This  is  the  laotfuage  used  in  Britain. 
Their  writers  acknowledge  that  a  npn-imp«>ri- 
.atioo  act  would  he  to  them  a  serious  calamity, 
but  comfort  themselves  with  the  reflection  mat  it 
could  not  be.exectited.  Now,  I  ask.  what  reasan 
can  be  essicfn  d  why  it  could  not  be  as  well  eze^ 
cuted  now  as  it  wa:;  in  former  times?  Are  we  so 
abject,  so  degenerate, as  tn  submit  to  such  nation- 
al indignity  rather  than  forego  th»  pleasure  rtsutt- 
ing  from  an  induUence  in  British  luxuries  7  Bui 
jt  may  nive  ofTtnce  to  the  British  iMiuisier.  who, 
will  sweep  the  ocean  with  his  cruiser?!.  ThiH,  to 
.be  sure.  ii«  a  sweeping  objection,  but  bow  will  it 
apply?  What  rieht  has  the  British  Minister  to 
talte  offence  at  any  regalationn  we  may  see  proper 
to  adopt  ?  We  have  a  moral,  and  we  have  a 
Constitutional  rigbi  to  manage  our  own  commee- 
cial  concernn  in  our  own  way.  prt>vided  we  do  not 
infringe  or  violnte  the  rights  of  other  nations. 
This  sacred  trust  hax  been  committed  to  us  by 
the  people  of  this  CMUntry.  and  1  hope  we  .will 
tiever  feel  disposed  to  resign  it  to  any  foreign 
Minister.. 

But  admitting  that  great  man  with  all  hki  de* 
cision.  should  let  loo^  his. cruisers,. what  will  he 
gain  ?  U  he  not  more  at  our  mercy  tbao  w«  are 
at  his  ?  If  ifep  attempts  to  make  a  general  sweep, 
aelfrdefenre  will  justify  reprisals.  The  debts  aw- 
ing 10  British  subjects,  the  immense  property  awil- 
ed  by  ih»*m  in  tbmoooiitry,  will,  of  course,  he  laid 
bold  of.  I  will  perhaps  be  told  hare,  that  by  the 
treaty  of  .1794,aeque8tration  of  debts  is  prohibit- 
cd.  True  ;  but  if  one  of  the  eonlracting  parties 
Tiolates.  the  contract,  the  other  is  released  from 
his  obligation^  If  Britaia  violates  nine  articles  of 
the  treaty,  she  cannot  consider  us  -bound  by  the 
tenth.  Besides,  her  provinces  are  quite  contiguous 
and  open  to  us,  and  by  securing  them  we  would 
m^ke  ourselves  masters  of  the  fur  trad«*«  from 
which  she  derives  such  important  advantages. 
Even  on  the  ocean.  I  doubt  whether  she  would 
be  a  gainer  in  the  contest.  And  this  is  not  mere 
theory.  During  the  last  war  our  privateers  oap* 
tured  more  of  their  vessels  than  they  took  of  oa.s 
with  all  iheir  navv.  Our  ahippiog  then  was  not 
-more  than  a  ftmrtb  of  what  we  now  possess,  and 
the  number  of  seamea  ahoiu  in  the  aaoia  propur* 


lion.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  owing  tp 
the  difference  in  the  value  of  their  cargoes  and 
ourx,  the  one  con>«isxiog  entirely  of  hulhy  articles, 
necessaries  of  life,  and  raw  m«terials  for  mano- 
factores,.and  the  other  made  up  of  these  materi- 
als after  they  hiive  received  the  last  touch  of  art 
and  industry  ;  if  we  succeeded  in  taking  one  for 
their  three,  the  balance  perhaps  woald  be  about 
equal. 

The  resolution  has  also  been  called  a  war  mea- 
sure. Now,  I  would  ask,  what  is  there  warlike 
about  it?  Sir,  1  before  have  said,  aod  I  repeat  i^ 
th.it  I  deprecate  war.  With  me.it  will  always  be 
a  last  resort.  Recourse  should  be  had  to  every 
peaceable  means  to  obtain  justice,  before  an  ap> 
peal  is  made  to  arms.  The  resolution  I  con- 
sider purely  as  a* measure  of  that  kind,  and  so  it 
must  appear  to  the. British  Minister,  obIosh  he  is 
determmed  on  war,  and  then  he  will  find  sonM 
pretexL  It  is  common  for  persons  going  to  war 
to  publinh  a  declaration,  stating  their  reasons  ia 
justification  ol  their  conduet  toother  aetions.  Let 
the  Bfitisii  Minister  take  the  resotaiioo  and  poh- 
liKh  It  at  length,  and  will  any  other  oation  con- 
sider it  as  a  sufficient  ground  for  war?  It  merely 
states  that  we  consider  ourselves  iajured,  and  that, 
in  justice  to  ourselves,  we  mtist  suspend  oar  in- 
tercourse until  we  obtain  redress.  The  British 
Miaister  will  never  put  his  reputation  and  chaia- 
acter  at  hazard  on  such  a  foundation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  everj  p<iint  of  view  in  which 
I  have  been  able  to  consider  this  subject,  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  the  resolution  wtiich  has  been 
r»  ad,  appears  to  me  equally  impressive;  and,  there- 
fore, although  it  may  be  opposed,  I  cannot  bat 
hope  it  will  receive  the  san.ciion  of  a  laige  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  In  this  hope  I  am  confirmed 
when  I  refitr  to  the  Journals  and  aee  what  was 
done  hy  the  H*iuse  of  Representatives,  under  cir- 
cumsUnces  somewhat  similar  to  the  present,  ia 
the  year  1794.  The  same  nation,  of  whose  con- 
duct we  now  contplain,  was  then  committing  de- 
predations on  oor  commerce.  She  had,  <m  the 
6th  of  November,  issued  her  celebrated  orders;  and, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  these  orders  were  fint 
published  by  the  cruisers  which  were  aeting  un- 
der them.  The  late  captures,  unauthorised  by 
any  public  orders,  but  proceeding  on  a  decree  of 
their  sdmiralty  eonrt,  which  it  appenra  was  to  bt 
considered  as  the  signal  for  making  the  sweeps 
evince  a  filed  sy.4tem  of  hostility  towards  oor 
commerce,  and  an  ungenerous  mode  of  naaking  iu 
attMck'i.  The  unwary  and  uasuspeettng  fall  a 
prey  to  their  hidden  designs.  She  was  at  that  time 
also  stimulating  the  Inditos  to  commit  hostilities 
on  our  frontiers,  and  the  western  posts  were  aot 
surrendered  agreeably  to  what  we  considered  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Treaty  of  1781, 
To  counteract  the»e  hostile  measures,  a  propo^i- 
ttOii  was  made  in  the  House-of  Representatives  for 
suspending  all  commercial  intercourse  with  that 
nation.  That  proposition  was  at  that  timeadopi- 
crd  by  a  very  large  majority.  All  parties  united 
ill  giving  it  heir  support.  The  great  political 
distinction,  which  has  unfortunately  prevailed  too 
long  in  this  eiHintryj  diyl  noty  o^  thai  ocgagiffiii 
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dUeurer  ir^elf  a  grfat  d^al.  The  representation 
from  Che  Stale  iq  whicu  I  live.  Was  at  that  time 
aboui  equally  divided  between  the  two  great  ooo- 
ipndinfir  partieit.  and  yet,  oii  that  queMion,  their 
votes  Were  completely  biended.  The  repre^eota 
liuo  frotii  the  Southern  Stuteis  1  olnerve,  was  gen- 
erally in  fnvor  of  that  mea^are.  The. respectable 
State  of  Virginia,  in  |«triicular.  which  wav  repre- 
Kentfd  by  a  consiellation  of  talents,  not  only  ranged 
ii»elf  uD  the  affirmative  side  of  the  question  by  its 
rote,  but  al^o  bore  a  very  dt-MtinguiMhed  pert  in 
the  argument  in  supporl  of  the  Qiea^ture.  From 
\  Kiiuilarity  of  cifcumMtftD<*^i  are  we  not  now  to 
?xpect  a  similar  resjilf  ?  AltfaoQgb  the  evil  com 
plained  of  is,  id  the  fimt  instance,  more  severely 
*elt  in  a  particular  section  of  the  country,  its  el- 
ecis  will  ultimately  extend  to  every  part  of  it. 
^nd.so  far  as  the  honor  of  the  Govern  ment  is  impli- 
*ated.  a  sensibility  arising  from  that  source  must 
necessarily  be  experienced  by  all  its  citizens  at 
he  same  time. 

Before  I  iiit  down,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to 
«y  that,  although  my  opinion  on  this  subject  i«* 
urmed  on  the  most  mature  reflection,  yet,  if  a 
najority  of  the  Commtuee  think  differently,  if 
bey  prefer  something  more  energetic,  or  if  they 
iMve  any  other  system  which  they  consider  more 
fficient  to  obtain  the  object,  I  may,  for  the  sake 
f  unanimity,  be  disposed  to  yield  my  opinion. 
Jnanimiiy  I  con^der  as  all^mporranr.  We  ate 
old,  by  a  document  on  our  table,  that  the  nation, 
gainst  whose  conduct  we  complain,  calculates 
m  uur  divisions. .  Her  hope's  of  being  able  to  pur- 
ue  her  syNtem,are  built  on  an  idea,  that  division 
iiiionn^  ourselves  will  prevent  our  adopting  any 
fficient  mianures.  In  this  hope,  I  trust*  tbey 
vill  now  be  dl^ap|1ointed,and  that  we  shall  show 
0  them  and  to  ibe  world,  that  however  we  may 
liffer  as  to  the  administration  .oi  our  internal  ar- 
sirs,  on  all  great  national  qoestioni*,  in  which 
he  honor  nnd  true  interest  of  our  country,  in  re 
iition  to  foreign  governmeniB,  is  involved,  that 
ve  are  but  one  people. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — 1  had  entertained  a  hope  that 
he  call  of  my  colleague  would  have  been  de- 
Byed  for  a  few  days  lotiger,as  the  docunientb  we 
lave  received  from  the  Treasury  Department 
lave  been  but  two  days  on  our  table,  at  least  in 
)  printed  form,  and  ais  they  9re  ealcnlated  to 
brow  much  liffht  on  the  subject  before  us.  In 
he  few  remarks  which  I  am  about  to  offer,  J 
ball  not  follow  my  colleague  through  the  detail 
le  has  made  of  t|^  injuries  and  insults  of  Great 
Britain.  We  all  of  us  well  know  that  the  na- 
ional  A4g  has  been  gros«ly  outraged,,  and  the 
laiional  honor  violated  by  ber.  But  I  do  not 
onceive  that  th^  bes<  mode  of  obtaining  redress 
or  these  wrongs  Ik  to  ^o  that  which  will  hie  more 
njuriotts  to  ourselves  than  to  her.  My  objjectioni< 
0  this  resolution  are  twofold.  The  first  is,  thai, 
r  carried  into  effect,  it  places  greater  means  of 
ajuriog  us  in  the  hand.H  of  our  enemy  tbaii  she 
Iready  possesses;  and  the  second,  that  we  shall 
lot  be  able  to  maintain  the  course  it  points  out 
or  any  length  of  time. 

By  the  feaolaiioa  before  na  we  ar^  prohibited 


from  importing  from  Great  Britain  any  articles, 
however  necessary  or  convenient  they  may  be^ 
while,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  permitted  to  carrf 
Hny  articles  to  her  market.  The  effect  will  be^ 
that  while  our  prodiKiions  are  accumulating  in 
the  hands  of  the  Britihh  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants, they  will  have  no  means  of  paying  for 
I  hem ;  and  of  consequence  debts  to  a  very  large 
amount  wilt  bevome  due  from  British  mercbanla 
10  American  citizens.  Eren  at  the  preaent  day, 
1  have  great  doubto  whether  there  are  not  greater 
Nums  due  by  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  than  there  are 
recoverable  debts  due  by  American  citizans  to 
them.  If  so,  what  will  become  of  the  second  ex- 
pedient proposed  to  be  resorted  to  by  my  col* 
league,  that  of  seqvtestration  1  The  balance  of 
injury,  iiistead  of  being  in  our  favor,  will  be 
against  us.  If  my  eolleaffue  had  looked  over  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  had 
attended  to  the  amount  of  American  property 
afloat,  he  would  have  seen  tkiat  there  is  not  lese 
than  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
American  property  at  the  mercy  of  the  crui.^er8 
of  Britain.  I  believe  that  the  naked  vessels,  inde- 
pendent  of  the  products  they  carry,  amount  ia 
value  to  more  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  It 
will  he  seen  that  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  exports  and  imports  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions,  of  which  it  is  fair  to  cal- 
culate that  one-third  is  constantly  exposed  on  the 
ocean.  Of  this  amount  about  forty  millions  \m 
carried  on  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Power  with  whom  it  is  proposed  to  cut  off  inter- 
course. With  this  fact  staring  us  in  the  faee| 
would  it  be  politic  to  expose  so  much  property  to 
ihe  retaliation  of  the  British  Ministry?  When 
the  gentleman  spoke  of  the  amount  of  British 
depredations,  he  ought  to  have  stated  the  amount 
of  those  recently  committed.  I  believe  I  am  not 
very  wrong  in  stating  the  wholeamount  of  Ameri- 
can property  detained  bj  British  cruisers  as  not 
exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars.  On  balancing^ 
therefore  their  interests,  ought  the  United  States 
to  resort  to  measures  of  hostility;  to  roeasurea 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  every  man,  will  justify 
retaliation? 

Besides,  I  would  wish  my  colleague  to  show  ua 
how  we  are  to  be  supplied  with  articles  hereto- 
fore derived  from  Great  Britain.    All  articles  of 
iron  manufacture,  hardwire,  of  cotton  and  coars^ 
woollens,  we  are  obliged  to  import  from  that  isl- 
laud.    Fro. a  her  East  India  dominions  we  like- 
wise import  a  great  variety  of  useful  articles; 
while  from  her  West  India  islands  we  import  a 
great  portion  of  one  article,  spirits  which  pays 
line-sixth, of  our  whole  amount  of  duties,  the 
amount  which  we  get  from  her  colonies  will  be 
found  to  be  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 
From  the  same  document  it  appears  that  the 
whole  of  thi.«  article  imported  from  the  British 
dominions  is  consumed  in  the  United  States.  But 
It  is  »aid  that  we  may  find  a  substitute  for  it.    I 
.icknowledge  it.    We  may  find  this  substitute  in 
the  products  of  our  domestic  distilleries,  which 
pay  no  duties.    Are  we  prepared  to  sacrifice  so 
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HrgB  t  pert  <»f  finr  revffiutf  as  is  df*nved  from  the 
inporiatioo?  For  it  wrU  be  ofb«erTH  that  other 
kindft  of  st'iri^  •i^  i^  •  gr^A<  tnetKore  exported 
from  tile  United  Siai^s.  while  ti\  that  we  import 
from  Brtfisb  settlementa  iseonKumed  to  this  coua- 
try.  If  the  imporfaiioti  of  British  manufactares 
Id  p  ohibired.  I  do  nol  know  wbeoee  we  are  to  be 
f^raisbed  ari^h  the  anieies  we  f^a»d  ia  need  of. 
ft  is  true  that  Fmaee  ha!<  aone  fraing  tnanofae- 
Ctirvs,  and  Mhe  tnltea  off  about  a  foorth  part  of  the 
cotton  exported  from  the  United  Statea.  Botara 
-we,  by  this  measure,  to  cut  off  the  market  of  c<he 
l^n'icuhtiriftt  for  tbts  article  to  the  extent  of 
ninety  thou^nd  hnies  at  fre^ent  aaniiany  ez- 
]>oried  to  Qreat  Britain? 

But  the  ffreat  and  material  injury  to  the  United 
Btateff  Wffi  De  from  thedeatrueuon  of  retenue  oc- 
casioned by  this  measure.  The  present  reveaae 
nay  be  estimated  at  $18,000,000,  of  which  the 
aum  of  $5.100000  ta  paid  on  importations  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  depemfencies.  We  have 
an  annual  appropriation  of  $8,000,000  for  the 
payment  of  tne  prtnel|>al  and  mterest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  We  have  been  engagetf  in  extinguish- 
iog  this  debt  for  near  twenty  yearsf,  a»l  hare  ao 
fir  succeeded. 

It  is  a  prabaUe  calcuhrtion  that  if  we  remain  at 
Jteace.  and  do  not  cut  off  the  right  hand  uf  our 
revenue,  the  debt  will  be  extinguished  by  the  year 
1816.  To  me  this  is  an  object  as  desirabte  as  it 
Can  be  to  my  Cftlleagoe.  I  do  not.  there^e,  wish 
to  iteprive  the  Government  of  this  large  share  of 
tevenue  derired  from  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
|>orted  from  Gkeat  Britain. 

As  to  the  rlleots  of  this  measure  on  Great  Brir- 
"ain,  1  might  acknowledge.  \f  it  cottkf  be  perma- 
ineni  that  it  might  raiae  aclamor  among  hrr  mer- 
chants and  manulactun-rs, which  mightmdoce  the 
Minister  of  that  nation  to  rHax  in  the  course  now 
Jittrsued.  But  1  will  appeal  to  any  gentleman 
ConverMtit  with  the  state  of  the  country  from  the 
year  1799  to  iliia  time,  tc  aay  wh^her  there  la 
«By  probability  of  our  being  able  to  endure  a  non- 
importation of  British  goods  for  any  length  of 
1ime;fbr  more  than  about  six  or  eight  months. 
We  Mive  neither  stock  encugh  on  hand,  nor  man- 
ufactures or  manufacturers  of  our  oam  to  enable 
u^  to  do  so.  It  is  true  that  our  manufactures  are 
iHlvancinsr  sorely,  though  slowlr,  aiKi  I  may  state 
In  corrobomiion  of  this  (vet,  wnat  may  not  gen- 
«rafly  be  known,  that  in  the  city  of  PhiladHphta, 
ittanvfactures  are  now  carried  on  to  a  greater  ex- 
lent  than  they  were  forty  years  ago  in  the  town 
cf  Btrmingham.  But  can  we,  from  thia  source, 
or  fVom  foreign  mavkeia,  supply  the  great  demand 
oT  our  citizens?  No.  There  are  some  articles 
"Which  w^  may  obtain  elsewhere.  Let  os  then 
torohibit  the  importation  of  these  from  Britain. 
Let  us  earry  such  a  system  as  this  into  effect. 
One  which,  as  it  will  do  us  little  injury,  is  Hkt*ly 
to  be  permanent,  and  will  th«-rffore  have  a  perma- 
nent influence  on  Great  Britain. 

My  colleague*  has  alluded  to  The  measures  taken 
In  the  year  1793.  Btir  he  will  recollect  that  the 
ordem  issued  by  the  British  Government  at  that 
ptMd  want  much  lurther  than  the  principfe  now 


set  op.  Beaidea«  in  179SI,  the  itpmt  of  thia  cooa^ 
try  was  very  diffaraot  from  that  which  now  pre- 
vatls.  The  Rrvolution  of  Praace  ba4.  at  that 
time,  rekindled  the  eatfaosrasm  of  oar  oWa  RarcK 
lutton,  and  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  iacorreet  la 
saying  that  a  majority  of  our  ciiiseas  were  in 
favor  of  drawing  the  awt»rd  in  favor  of  Prance. 
I  ask,  if  that  is  the  case  aow  I  If  a  niajartty  of 
the  people  of  Anenea  are  ready  to  take  part  witk 
the  Emperor  Napoleoa?  Ani^  •otwithsffaodiog 
the  mea«»afea  tbeo  taken,  in  1T94  we  eooeliided  a 
treaty  wiitc^  aacrificed  everythiiig  ve  bad  coa* 
tended  for,  and  for  whicli  I  bdieye  my  calleagoe 
voted,  at  l«at»t  for  appropriations  to  carry  jc  »io 
operation.  If  thia  Ivaa  the  isaoe  of  rioleat  aaeaa- 
ares.  I  am  not  now  for  takiag  them.  I  am  aoc 
for  taking  meaMres  wliich  my  eolle«gueays  will 
strike  at  the  vitals  of  Great  Britain,  hat  wbicb, 
he  saya  at  the  same  tine,  will  not  be  a  caaae  of 
war.  1  am,  oa  the  contrary,  in  favor  af  svek 
measures  as  we  are  able  to  carry  iaio  effect,  aad 
which  may  be  adopted  without  periaaaeoit  iajary 
to  oaraef  vea. 

Mr.  CaowiifKaHiBLt>«-^Th«  gevtletnaii  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  last  spokea,  regrets  that 
thie  subject  ^aa  been  takea  upao  aooo,  boi  I  re- 
gret it  has  not  heen  taken  op  an  earlier  period. 
Although,ai\er  I  foaad  certain  informafioa  calM 
for,  I  moved  for  other  doeumeois,  calculated  to 
shed  farther  light  en  the  subject,  yeC  1  thea  said, 
and  I  ana  still  convinced  tkat  this  iDformatioa 
could  not  influence  my  decisioo  on  tkc  svkject 
under  conaideratien.  The  loctMivrau  called  for 
ere,  however,  now  before  oa,  aad  it  appears  that 
the  balance  of  trade  between  the  Uaifed  Smtei 
and  Great  Britain  is  from  elcTea  to  twelve  mil- 
lions against  us.  This  difference  we  mre  obliged 
to  make  up  by  remittances  In  cash  or  billa  frock 
other  countries;  wkea)  if  we  did  aa«  pirehaae  ef 
her  more  thaa  we  aeH  to  her,  we  showd  act  owe 
this  annual  ka lance,  aad  the  amfooat  wo»M  sore- 
ly be  returned  to  the  United  l^tea,  very  prokitMy 
in  cash,  as  a  balance  in  our  favor  from  etber  Bo^ 
ropeaa  aationa.  The  trade^  therefore;,  with  Great 
BritaiOt  aa  ihr  aa  rdaiea  to  the  balaiioe,  ia  diaad- 
vantageoaa  toua.  ThegeatlentanfVomPeaasyiva- 
nia  (Mr.  0&jkt)tbiak«  thatthk  retolotioo  will  ma- 
lertalty  injure  na,  whilte  it  will  lafliet  little  injury 
oti  Gteat  Briuhi*  But  there  can  be  no  tioabithe 
measure  it  contemplates  will  injare  Orean  Britua 
vastly  more  thaa  it  will  injure  us.  Greitt  Britaia 
haa,  without  any  caoae  wiiatefvr,  eondemoed  oar 
veearis  engaged  in  the  oarriaae  of  cohaiiial  pra- 
docttoas,  the  bcmaji4e  property  of  Americao  citi- 
xeas.  The  gtmtlvman  has  aeknowladged  that 
these  captures  may  amount  to  kix  milliooa  of  del- 
lars.  I  do  aot  know  the  amount,  but  if  the  adjo> 
dicationa  continue,  I  believe  it  will  aono  exceed 
that  sum.  But  if  the  amount  did  not  exceed  oat 
million,  we  are  bound  ia  doty  to  protect  our  mer-> 
chants.  The  gentleman,  in  his  remarka  goea  on 
the  calculation  that  Great  Brimin  wiH  go  to  war 
with  us  if  we  adopt  this  resolution.  Bat  I  have 
no  such  idea.  If,  however,  I  )iefd  that  opinion,  I 
should  not  on  that  account  withhold  my  approha- 
tiott  from  it*    Beeatne  1  Mieve  if  a  war  aheuid 
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lake  pUee,  the  Untied  8i«t^»  wiU  liaTe  a  ffreat 

advaoiage  over  Great  Briiaio.     We  thoold  be 

aUe,  in  that  eveot,  to  fit  out  a  great  namber  of 

privateera»and  we  should  make  two  captures  tp 

cJ&eir  ooe.    V  a  w-a-r  should  teke  place,  which  I 

4o  BOt  hetitalc  iosay  1  shoold  greatly  deprecate, 

we  fihoul4  take  tw^e  aa  much  of  their  property 

as  they  wouU  take  of  ourt.    But  we  are  not,  by 

the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  about  to  enter  into 

war  with  Great  Bri(aini^    No  such  thing  is  ia  the 

coo ifm  pWioD  of  an y  gen  ileipan.    We  are  merely 

ahuiit  ta  prohibit  t<be  importation  of  British  goods 

ID  oooee^ueaee  of  her  ha  vine:  99W^  OQr  voRseU 

eogagid  10  carrying  on  a  lawful  commerce,  and 

in  conaeqoeoce  of  her  seizure,  of  Aaaericaa  cuir 

zens  pnHected  by.  thei  Amecicaa  flag. 

With  t^ard  10  the  measure  contemplated  hf 
the  resoloiioo,  I  hope  ihai  Great  Britain  will  aot 
perout  it. to  ge  inlQ  operation;  that  she  wiU^on 
the  cuaurary,  on  mature  refteetioi^  give  ua  back 
the  property  she  has  wrppgfnlly  taken  from  ua  aad 
liberate  ens  seamen  from  the  captivity  in  which 
she  detains  them. 

With  segard  ta  the  obserration  Of  the  geatle- 
ama,  relative  to  our  inability  to  aupply  oniselves 
with  the  goods  we  get  from  her  settlements  in  the 
Sast  Ladies.  I  think  it  proper  to  observe  tluijt  they 
tDa.y  he  obiaiaed  front  other  optoaies.  in  that  oiiaf- 
ter  ;  aa4  as  to  i^Mritii,  thefe  can  be  ao  dunbt  <m  oai 
getting  a  sufficient  quantity  of  HfirHs^  notwith- 
Modiag  (he  adoption  of  this  renolotion.  Bat 
4Uppeee  we  could  aotob^ia.  a  siiSeieot.i)ttnatiiy 
of  rum,  or  mangfactured  articles  for  onr  ordinajry 
fttpply,  and  the  reveaaa  sboaid  be  thereby  affect- 
ed lor  a  time.  We  ought  not  to  be,  goferned  byt 
this  eonsideration.  But  I  beMeve  the  iadtisuiy 
aad  enterprise  af  our  merehaots  would  sooa  ah* 
tain  froaa  other  markets,  a  aufficieat  suppljr  of 
every  ar tidei  wooUea  goodi,  perhapa,  eioepted^ 

In  li^veinher,  1793,  GUeat  Britain  adopted'  a 
similar  arincip le  with  regard  to  the  colonial  tiade, 
eacepi  that  the  orders  ia-»ued  at  that  time  went 
further  than  the  present  principle*  la  conse- 
quence af  these  orders  fou^  <H  five  hundred  of  oqr 
Tessebi  vrere  seized.  Bvery  one  knows  the  ooa* 
duet  pf  tlie  American  Gi>veritmentat  that  time*  A 
treaty  was  finally  made  in  whi^h  Great  Britain  prO'- 
mised  to  paf  for  the  aggreesioas  committiod  by  her 
TCiselaoo  neutral  rights.  But  nearly  ten  yearselaps« 
ed  beleee  oui  merchaiUi^ received  compensation  lor 
Iheii  lueaes.  This  puneiple  slept  till  1801.,  Great 
Briatia  did  not  fiftd.it  coniReaknt  to  call  it  again 
into  eiiataace  before  that  time.  It  then  appeajr^ 
by  a  cofrespoadence  beiW4>en  Mr.  King,  then  our 
Miaifter  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  Lord 
HAwheehuiry,  that  she  aittempted  10  renew  it  at  tbia 
lime.  Mr.  King,  hpwever,  remonstrated;  and  he 
fiaally  received  a  ante  from  Lord  Hawkesbury. 
who  luid  referred  the  subject  to  the  Attorney 
General  of  Great  Britain,  admitting  that  the  sen 
sure,  under  this  principle,  was  not  warrantable. 
The  opinion  ia  this:  that  the  neutral  ha»  a  ri^t 
lo  carry  oa  a  commerce  with  the  eaeiaies^  colonies. 
That  the  continuity  of  the  voyage  is  broken 
when  tha  lecurn  cargo  ia  landed  in  the  neutral 

aauaait^iwidi  haa  paii  datiaa.lhv%  ^Ad  Uutt  iha 


goods  can  afterwards  be  safely  transported  tci 
any  belligereot  country  in  Europe,  in  the  same 
bottom  00  which  (bey  were  originally  iiufiortedt 
or  00  aoy  other  neutral  buttum  wiiaierer.  Thia 
appears  to  have  settled  the  question,  and  numer* 
oui  decisions  in  Boglaod  bjih  before  and  sioca 
that  time  have  confirmed  the  priocipJe  as  a  correct 
one.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  to  our  n«toa" 
ishmeot,  the  same  adjudications  have  been  re^ 
newed,  and  thasame  prmctple,  considered  luahan* 
doned  last  war,  is  now  revived.  In  the  early  pari 
of  the  la«t  summer  we  find  it  once  more  brought 
into  existence,  and  the  fullowiog  case  waa  madf 
use  of^  as  a  fit  pretext,  te  warrant  the  new  ca^ 
tures  which  were  intended  should  be  made  uodec 
this  extraordinary  decision  of  the  court  of  appeals; 
In  the  latter  nart  of  the  late  war  which  was  ter^ 
minated  by  the  treaty  of  Amiena  an  Americaa 
vessel  was  carried  into  the  Island  of  New  Provi. 
dence,  and  abjudicated.  Ao  appeal  was  carrie4 
to  Great  Britain,  where  the  coDdemoation  waa  aA 
firmed  on  the  ground  that  she  was  carrying;  on  a 
trade  duriog  war  which  was  not  allowed  in  time 
of  peace.  Under  this  decision  the  crui«»eia  of 
Great  Britain  have  seized  a  great  number  of 
other  vesseU.  I  know  this  case  particularly.  The 
vessel  I  have  referred  tOj  was  the  fi^sex,  Capuia 
Qrae.  There  wan  a  direct  importation  of  her 
cargo  into  Salam^in  Massarhusetts ;  after  reipaia* 
ing  stored  three  or  tour  weeks,  the  duties  having 
been  paid,  it  was  shipped  for  the  Hafa/oa.  Q4 
her  pasc^ge  to  1  JaMina,  she  was  seized,  and  adr 
judicaied  in  New  Providence.  There  waa  apt 
appeal,  and  after  remaining  nearly  four  year^  unr 
decided,  the  judgment  is  at  last  coofiLrmed  in  Bog* 
land,  and  the  captura  of  American  vesseU  oooi* 
mences.  Can  we  put  up  with  auch  decisiooa) 
Can  we  agree  to  them?  If  this  priociple  he  al* 
lowed,  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  whole  carrf» 
ing  trade  of  the  United  States  will  not  eveoto- 
alfy  be  sacrificed  7  By  the  carrying  trade,  I  meaa 
the  direct  trade  to  and  from  the  coJouies,  a*«  weU 
as^  to  Europe.  If  we  acouiesce  in  their  oapturing 
a  part,  Great  Britain  will  extend  her  captures  still 
further,  and  make  a  sweep  of  our  whole  trada^ 
For  my  part,  I  am  not  wilting;  to  make  this  sac- 
rifice i-  ii  it  were  no  more  than  a  million  I  coul4 
not  agree  to.  it. 

A)  to  tiie  impressment  of  our  seamen,  that  too 
is  a  subject  of  most  serious  complaint.  We  have 
called  for  a  document  on  this  point,  which  uufor^ 
tuoately  is  not  yet  on  our  ubles.  h  is  so  exten- 
sive, and  the  iolorniaiion  drawn  from  such  v.ari- 
ous  >ources,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  present  it.  VVe  have,  ho  we  veil 
understood,  that  the  number  of  our  impressed 
seamen  amounts  to  abeive  3,000.  Ouring  the  lost 
Wiir  Great  Britain  impressed  upwards  uf  9000  of 
our  seamen.,  of  which  she  restored  1,200.  proved 
to  be  American,  and  800  remained  in  her  possea- 
sion  at  the  peace.  In  the  short  period  of  two 
years  she  has  impressed  3,000  seamen,  i  believe 
that  we  are  bound,  by  all  peaceable  means,  10  ob^ 
tain  the  liberation  oflhecie  meo.  Lately,  one  uf 
uur  Irigates  was  i«hipwrecked  00"  Tripoli,  and  300 
men  tahoo  .oapt^ve^.    We  tmtnedi^teJiiy  paaied  f 
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new  appropriation  bill,  and  sent  out  several  ad- 
ditionul  frigates.  The  aflair  has  terminated  hon- 
orably to  our  country,  and  our  seamen  are  released. 
Will  we  not  now  do  as  much  for  3,000  seamen, 
as  we  then  did  for  300,  which  are  but  a  tenth 
part?  After  the  course  we  are  now  taking, 
ahould  Britain  persist  in  her  captures  aud  in  her 
oppressive  treatment  of  our  seamen,  and  refuse  to 
give  them  up,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  meet  her 
in  war.  But,  as  I  observed  before.  I  do  not  believe 
Great  Britain  will  go  to  war.  Our  trade  is  too 
Taluable  to  her.  She  know.s,  too,  that  in  such  an 
event  she  will  lose  her  Eastern  provinces.  The 
States  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  will  ask  no 
other  assistance  than  their  own  militia  to  take 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  Some  of  her  West 
India  islands  will  likewise  fall.  She  knows  al^^ 
other  things.  Her  subjects  own  sixteen  millions 
of  the  old  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  eignt 
millions  ot  the  Louisiana  stock,  and  three  or  four 
millions  bank  stock,  and  have  private  debts  to  the 
amount  of  ten  or  twelve  millions;  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  nearly  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
Will  Qreat  Britain,  by  going  Co  war,  risk  her  pro- 
Tincee,  and  this  large  amount  of  property?  I 
think  she  will  not  put  so  much  to  hazard.  I  be- 
lieve she  will  take  iu>  other  steps  than  are  usual 
with  regard  to  neutral  trade.  As  I  said  before, 
the  risk  of  a  contrary  course  will  be  too  great. 
Her  Minister  is  now  trying  a  system,  the  contin- 
uance in  which  will  depend  on  us.  He  means  to 
aee  how  much  we  can  bear.  By  this  step  we  shall 
put  an  end  to  it.  If,  before  it  ^oes  into  effect,  we 
give  him  time  to  reflect,  he  will,  rather  than  ex- 
perience the  injurv  that  menaces  bis  country,  pay 
for  the  property  tnat  has  been  condemned,  and 
release  oar  seamen.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  viewing  the  resolution  as  a  pacilic  measurCi 
1  hope  it  will  be  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  am  extremely  afraid,  sir, 
that  80  far  as  it  may  depend  on  ray  ac<)uaintance 
with  details  connected  with  the  subject,  I  have 
▼ery  little  right  to  address  yoihfor  in  truth,  I  have 
not  yet  seen  the  documents  from  the  Treasury, 
"Which  were  called  for  some  time  ago,  to  direct 
the  judgment  of  this  House  in  the  decision  of  the 
duestion  now  before  youj  and,  indeed  afYer  what 
I  have  this  day  heard,  I  no  longer  require  that 
document  or  any  other  document — indeed  I  do 
not  know  that  I  ever  should  have  required  it — to 
Vote  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylvrtnia.  If  1  had  entertained  any  doubts  they 
would  have  been  removed  by  the  style  in  which 
the  friends  of  the  resolution  have  this  morning 
discussed  it.  I  am  perfectly  aware,  that  on  en- 
tering upon  this  subject,  we  go  into  it  manacled, 
handcuffed,  and  tongue-tied ;  gentlemen  know  that 
our  lip^  are  sealed^  on  subjects  of  momentous  for^^ 
eign  relations,  which  are  indissulubly  linked  with 
the  present  question,  and  which  would  ^erve  to 
throw  a  great  light  on  it  in  every  respect  relevant 
to  it.  I  will,  however,  endeav^jr  to  hobble  over 
the  subject,  as  well  as  my  fettered  limbs  and  pal- 
sied tongue  will  enable  me  to  do  it. 

I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  this '^resolution  dis- 
eosscd  by  iu  friends  as  a  war  measure.    They  say 


(it  is  true)  that  it  is  not  a  Wiir  mea?(ure;  but  they 
defend  it  on  principles  wnteh  would  juietify  none 
but  war  measures,  and  seem  pleased  with  the 
idea  that  it  may  prove  the  forerunner  of  war.  If 
war  is  necessary — if  we  have  reached  this  point — 
let  OS  have  war.  But  white  I  have  life.  I  will 
never  consent  tu  these  incipent  war  measures, 
which,  in  their  commencement  breathe  nothing 
hot  peace,  thotiffh  they  plunge  at  fast  into  war. 
It  has  been  wellobserved  bv  the  genilemao  from 
Pennsylvania  behind  me  (Mr.  J.  Clay)  tisat  the 
situation  of  this  nation  in  1793,  was  in  every  re- 
spect difl^rent  from  that  in  which  it  finds  iiseif  ia 
1806.  Let  me  ask,  too,  if  the  hiiuaiioD  of  Eng- 
land is  not  since  materially  changed  ?  Oeo tie- 
men  who,  it  would  appear  from  their  language 
have  not  got  beyond  the  horn-book  of  politics, 
talk  of  oar  ability  to  cope  with  the  British  navy, 
and  tell  os  of  the  war  of  our  ReVMlltiion.  What 
-was  the  situation  of  Great  Britain  then?  She 
was  then  eootending  for  theemfiire  of  the  British 
channel,  b&rely  abhf  to  nvaintain  adoubifttl  equal- 
ity witti  her  enemies,  over  whom  she  nerrr  gained 
the  superiority  until  Rodney  *s  victory  of  the  twelfth 
of  A pril.  What  is  her  present  situation  ?  The 
combined  fleets  of  Prance,  Spain,  and  Holland,  are 
dissipated,  they  no  longer  exi^t.  I  am  not  ser- 
prised  to  bear  men  advocate  these  wild  opinions, 
to  see  them  goaded  on  by  a  spirit  of  mereantile 
avarioe,  straining  their  feeble  strength  to  excite 
the  nation  to  war.  when  they  have  reached  this 
stage  of  infatuation,  that  we  are  an  ovvr-match 
for  Qreat  Britain  on  the  ocean.  It  is  mere  waste 
of  time  to  reason  with  such  persons.  They  do 
not  deserve  anything  tike  serious  ref  utaiioo.  The 
proper  arguments  forsudi  statesmen  are  a  straight 
waistcoat,  a  dark  room,  water  gruel,  and  depletion. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  there  are 
three  points  to  be  considered,  and  matorelv  con- 
sidered, before  we  can  be  prepared  to  vote  w  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  PennsyJraotar 
First.  Our  ability  to  contend  with  Qreat  Britain 
for  the  question  in  dispute:  Secondly.  The  policy 
of  soch  a  contest :  Thirdly.  In  case  both  these 
shall  b6  settled  aflirmatively  J  he  manner  in  which 
we  can,  with  the  greatest  effect,  re-act  upon  and 
annoy  our  adversary. 

Now  the  gentlenmn  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
CBowNiNaBiELo)  has  settled  at  a  single  sweeps 
to  use  one  of  his  favorite  expressions,  out  only  that 
we  are  capable  of  contending  with  Qreat  Britain 
on  the  ocean,  but  that  we  are  actually  tier  supe- 
rior. Whence  does  the  gentleman  jleduee  this 
inference?  Because,  truly,  at  that  time  when 
Qreai  Britain  was  not  mistress  of  the  ocean,  when 
a  North  was  her  pritne  roinistcr,  a  Sandwich  iba 
first  lord  of  her  admiralty,  when  shje  was*  governed 
by  a  coun ling-house  administration,  privateers  of 
this  country  trespassed  ou  her  commerce!  So,  tuo, 
did  the  cruisers  of  Dunkirk  ;  at  that  day  Soffreiir 
held  the  mastery  ot  t  e  Indian  sea:*.  But  what  is 
I  he  case  now  ?  Do  gen  ilemen  remember  the  cap- 
ture of  Corowallis  on  land,  becao  e  De  Grasse 
ruaintained  the  dominion  of  the  ocean  ?  To  my 
mind  no  po>iiion  is  more  clear,  than  that  if  we  go 
to  war  with  Great  Britain,  Charleston  and  Boston, 
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the  Chesapeake  and  the  Hadson,  will  be  hivettted 
by  British  ^Uftdrons.  Wilt  you  cat]  OQtlie  Count 
De  Grasse  to  retieve  ibem^  or  shall  we  apply  to 
Admiral  Oravina,  or  Admiral  ViHefieuve  to  raise 
the  blocknde  ?  But  you  have  not  ooly  a  prospect 
of  gathering  glory,  and  what  seems  to  the  genile- 
xnan  from  Massachusetts,  much  dearer,  profit,  by 
privateering,  but  you  will  be  able  to  mase  a  con- 
quest of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  Indeed!  Then, 
sir,  we  shall  catch  a  Tartar.  I  confess,  however, 
I  have  no  desire  to  see  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Canadian  French,  or  of  the 
tories  and  refugees  of  Nova  Scotia,  sitting  on  this 
floor  or  that  of  the  other  House — to  see  them 
becoming  members  of  the  Union,  and  par  icinar 
ting  equall]^  in  our  political  rights.  And  on  wnat 
other  principle  would  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts be  for  incorporating  those  provinces  with 
Ds  ?  Or  on  what  other  principle  could  it  be  done 
under  the  Constitution  ?  If  the  genileinan  has 
no  other  bounty  to  offer  us  fur  going  to  war,  than 
the  incorporation  of  Canada  and  Nuva  Scotia  with 
the  United  States,  I  am  for  remaining  at  peace. 

What  is  the  question  in  dispute?  The  carrying 
trade.  What  part  of  it?  The  fair,  the  lionest^and 
the  useful  trade  that  is  engaged  in  carrying  our 
own  productions  to  foreign  markets,  and  bringing 
back  their  productions  in  exchange?  No,  sir.  It 
is  that  carrying  trade  which  covers  enemy'^  prop- 
erty, and  carries  the  coffee,  the  sugar,  and  other 
West  India  products,  to  the  mother  country.  No, 
air,  if  this  great  agricultural  pation  is  to  be  gov- 
erned by  Salem  zSd  Boston,  Nt*w  York  and  rhil- 
adelphiia,  and  Baltimore  and  Norfalk  and  Char- 
leston, let  gentlemen  come  out  and  ^ay  so;  and 
let  a  committee  of  public  t^afety  be  appointed  from 
those  towns  to  carry  on  the  Qoverument.  I,  for 
one,  will  not  mortgage  ray  property  and  my  lib- 
erty, to  carry  on  this  trade*  The  nation  said  so 
seven  years  ago— I  said  so  then,  and  I  say  ao  now. 
It  is  not  for  the  honest  carrying  trade  of  America, 
bat  for  this  mushroom,  this  fungus  of  war— ^for  a 
trade  which,  as  soon  as  the  nations  of  £urope  are  at 
peace,  will  no  longer  exist,  it  is  for  this  that  the 
spirit  of  avaricious  traffic  would  plunge  us  into 
war. 

I  am  forcibly  struck  on  this  occasion  by  the  re- 
collection of  a  remark  made  by  one  of  the  ablest 
(if  not  the  honestest)  Ministers  that  England  ever 
produced.  I  mean  Sir  Robert  Walpiole.  who  said 
that  the  country  gentlemen  (poor  meek  souls!) 
came  up  every  year  (o  be  sheared — that  they  laid 
mute  and  patient  whilst  their  lieeces  were  taking 
off— but  that  it'  he  touched  a  single  bristle  of  the 
commercial  interest,  the  whole  stye  was  in  an  up- 
roar. It  was  indeed  shearing  the  hog — ''  great  cry 
and  little  wool/' 

But  we  are  asked,  are  we  willing  to  bend  the 
neck  to  England ;  to  submff  to  her  outrages  ?  No, 
sir.  I  answer,  that  it  will  be  lime  enough  for  us  to 
vindicate  the  violation  of  our  flig  on  the  ocean, 
when  they  hhall  hav«  told  us  what  they  have  done 
in  resentment  of  the  violation  of  the  actual  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  by  Spain — the  true  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  not  your  new-fangled 
country  over  the  Missistiippi,  but  iha  good  old  uoi- 


ted  States — part  of  Georgia,  of  the  old  thirteea 
States — where  citizens  have  been  taken,  not  from 
our  ships,  but  from  our  actual  territory.  When 
gentlemen  have  t^ken  thepadlock from uur  mouths, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  tell  them  what  1  will  do,  rela- 
tive to  our  dispute  with  Britain,  on  the  law  of  na- 
tions, on  contraband,  and  t>ucb  stuff. 

I  have  another  objection  to  this  course  of  pro* 
ceedii^ir.  Qreat  Britain,  when  she  sees  it  will  say 
the  American  fteople  have  great  cause  of  dissatis* 
faction  with  Srain.  She  will  see  by  the  documents 
furnished  by  the  President,  t'lat  Spain  has  outraged 
our  territoiy,  pirated  upon  our  commerce,  and  im- 
prisoned our  citizens;  and  she  will  inquire  what 
ve  have  done?  It  is  trije.  ffhe  will  receive  no 
answer.but  she  must  know  wnat  we  have  not  done. 
She  will  see  that  we  have  not  repelled  these  out- 
rages^ nor  madeany  addition  to  our  army  and  navy 
—nor  even  class<>d  the  militia.  No,  sir  not  one 
of  your  militia  generals  in  politics  has  marshalled 
a  single  brigade. 

Although  I  have  said  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  answer  the  question  which  gentlemen  have  put 
to  me  when  they  shall  have  answered  mine,  yet 
as  I  do  not  like  lon^  prorogations  I  will  give  them 
an  answer  now.  I  will  never  consent  to  go  to 
war  for  that  which  1  cannot  protect.  I  deem  it. 
no  sacrifice  of  dignity  to  say  to  the  Leviathan  of 
the  deep — we  are  unable  to  contend  with  you  in 
your  own  element,  but  if  you  come  withm  our 
actual  limits  we  will  shed  our  last  drop  of  blood 
in  their  defence.  In  such  an  event  I  would  feel, 
not  reason,  and  obey  an  impulse  which  never  has, 
which  never  can  deceive  me. 

Franee  is  at  war  wirh  England— ^suppose  her 
power  on  the  continent  of  Europe  no  greater  than 
It  is  on  the  ocean.  How  would  she  make  her  en- 
emy feel  it?  There  would  be  a  perfect  non-con-^ 
ductor  between  them.  So  with  the  United  States 
and  England — ^he  scarcely  presents  to  us  a  vul- 
nerable point.  Her  commerce  is  now  carried  on 
for  the  most  part  in  fleets — where  in  single  ships 
they  are  stout  and  well  armed — very  different  from 
the  state  of  her  trade  during  the  American  war, 
when  her  merchantmen  became  the  prey  of  paltry, 
privateers.  Great  Britain  has  been  too  long  at 
war  with  the  three  most  powerful  maritime  nat/ona 
of  Europe  not  to  have  learnt  how  to  protect  her 
trade.  She  can  afford  convoy  to  it  all — she  has 
eight  hundred  ships  in  commission,  the  navies  of 
her  enemies  are  annihilated.  Thus  this  war  has 
presented  the  new  and  curious  political  spectacle 
of  a  regular  annual  increase  (and  to  an  immense 
amount)  of  her  imnorts  and  exports,  and  tonnage 
and  revenue,  and  all  the  insignia  of  accumulating 
wealth,  whilst  in  every  former  war,  without  ex- 
ception, these  have  suffered  a  greater  or  less  dim- 
inution. And  wherefore?  Because  she  has  driven 
France, Spain, and  Holland  from  the  ocean.  Their' 
marine  is  no  more.  I  verily  believe  that  ten  En- 
glish ships-uf  the>line  would  not  decline  a  meeting 
with  the  combined  fleets  of  those  nations.  I  fore- 
warn the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  his 
constituents  of  Salem,  that  all  their  golden  hopes 
are  vaio.  I  forewarn  them  of  the  exposure  of  their 
trade  beyond  the  C<ipe  of  Good  Hope  (or  now 
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i^QubJjpg  it)  to  capture  and  cuDfiscatioo — of  ti)?ir 
QPprptecteq  seaport  towns,  ei posed  to  contribu- 
iioa  0/  bombardment.  Are  we  to  be  legi>lated 
into  \i.^x  by  a  sft  of  men,  who  in  six  lyeeKs  after 
it3  comipencement  may  be  compelled  (o  i^ke  ref- 
vge  with  us  up  in  the  country  ?  And  for  what  ? 
A  mere  fungui» — ci  mushroom  production  of  war 
in  E}iirope,  which  will  disappear  with  the  first  re- 
tjMrn  of  peace — an  unfair  trade.  Fqr  is  there  a  man 
80  c^edtiloiis  as  to  believe  th^t  we  posses^  a  capital 
09(  only  equal  tp  wbi^t  m^Ly  he  called  pur  own 
proper  trade,  hut  Urge  eootigh  a^o  to  transmit  to 
tl^$  respective  parent  Slates,  the  vast  and  wealthy 
products  of  the  French,  Spanish  and  Dutch  colo- 
ijies?  ^t  isi  beyond  (he  belief  of  any  rational  being. 
But  this  is  not  n^y  only  objection  to  entering  upon 
this  naval  warfare  \  I  am  averse  to  a  naval  war  with 
i^ny  nation  ivhatever,  I  was  opposed  tp  the  naval 
war  ot  the  last  Adtninistratioo,  and  I  am  as  ready 
to  oppose  a  naval  war  of  the  present  Admin istr^- 
tion.  should  they  meditate  such  a  measure.  What ! 
shall  this  great  mammoth  of  the  An^erican  forest 
let^ye  his  native  element  and  plunge  into  the  water 
in  a  mad  contest  with  the  shark?  Let  him.  beware 
that  his  proboscis  is  not  bitten  off  in  th?  engage- 
onent.  \*t\  him  stay  on  shore,  and  nut  be  excited 
l|y  the  mviscles  ^nd  periwinl^les  on  the  strand,  or 
political  bears,  in  a  opat  to  venture  ot  the  perils 
of  the  deep.  Gentlemen  say  will  you  not  protect 
Xour  vioJaied  rights  ?  and  I  say  why  take  to  water. 

Jhere  you  can  neither  fight  nor  swim*  Look  at 
ranee— see  her  vessels  stealitu;  fVom  port  to  port 
on  her  own  coast— and  remember  that  she  is  the 
first  military  Power  of  the  earth,  and  as  a  nava) 
people  second  oiilyto  pic^gland.  Take  away  the 
British  navy,  and/FraAc^  tu-morrow  is  the  tyrant 
of  the  ocean. 

This  brin^  me  to  th^  second  poin^  flaw  fiir 
18  it  politic  ip  the  tJnited  States  to  throw  their 
weight  ioio  the  scale  of  France  at  this  moment, 
fron^  whatever  motive-^to  aid  the  views  of  her 
|ri||^niic  ambition — to  makp  her  naisfress  of  the 
sea  and  hnd — to  jeopardize  (he  liberties  of  man- 
k^in({?  Sir,  yqu  may  help  to  prush  Qreat  Britain, 
jpp  m^y  assist  ip  breakini;  down  her  naval  do- 
n(iinipn,  but  you  cannot  succeed  to  it.  The  iron 
sceptre  of  the  ocean  will  najss  into  his  hands  who 
Tjire^rs  the  iron  crown  or  the  land.  You  n^a]^ 
then  expect  a  new  code  of  maritime  law.  Where 
^ill  you  look  for  redress?  I  can  tell  the  g^entle- 
man  from  Massachu^^etts  that  there  is  nothing  in 
his  rule  of  three  that  will  s^ve  o;*,  even  althuugh 
^e  should  put-do  himself,  and  exceed  the  financial 
ingenuity,  which  he  so  menoorably  displnypd  on  a 
recent  occasion.  No,  sir,  let  the  l»ittle  of  Actium 
bp  once  fought,  and  the  whole  line  of  seacpa.<i 
will  be  at  the  n^ercy  of  the  conqueror.  The  At- 
lantic, deep  and  wide  aa  it  is,  will  prove  just  as 
^ood  A  barrier  against  hi*  ambition,  if  directed 
against  you,  as  the  Mediterranean  to  the  power  of 
tne  Cie'<ars.  Do  ]  mean  (when  I  say  so)  to  crouch 
to  the  invader?  No  I  1  will  meet  faiin  at  the 
livater's  edge,  and  figlit  every  Inch  of  ground  from 
thence  to  the  muuniains— from  the  mountains  to 
the  Mi^issippi.  Bpt  after  tamely  submitting  to 
^jf)  putra^c  op  your  dptuicil,  will  vpu  bully  and 


look  big  At  aa  insult  on  your  fl4g  three  ihous^nd 
miles  pS*? 

But,  sir,  I  have  yet  a  more  cogent  reason  against 
going  to  war,  for  the  honor  of  the  fl<g  in  theoar* 
rpw  seas,  or  any  other  maritime  puoctilioc.  It 
springs  from  my  attachment  to  the  G;ivernmeQ( 
under  which  I  live.  I  declare,  in  the  face  of  day, 
that  this  Government  was  not  instil uted  fur  the 
purpose^  of  oQensive  war.  No  t  It  was  framed 
(to  use  its  own  language)  "for  the  cuinmoQ  de* 
fence  apd  the  generiU  welfare,"  which  are  incoa^ 
sistent  with  pffet^ive  war.  I  call  that  offensive 
war^  which  goes  out  of  oip-  jurisdiction  and  lim- 
its for  the  attainment  or  protection  of  olgects,noi 
withip  those  limits,  and  that  juri^dictiun.  Aj^  ia 
1798  I  was  opposed  to  this  species  of  warfare,  be- 
cause I  believed  it  would  raze  the  Constitueioo  to 
its^  very  foundation — so,  ia  1806. 1  am  opposed  to 
it,  apd  on  the  same  grounds.  No  sqoner  dp  yoq. 
put  the  Constitution  to  tbis^use — to  a  test  which 
It  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  endure — ibaQ  ita 
incompetency  bepomes  manifest,  and  apparent  to 
all.  I  fear  if  you  go  into  a  foreign  war,  for  a  cir- 
cuitous, unfair  carrying  trade,  you  wiU  come  out 
without  your  Constiiutioin,  Have  n^'X  you  coo- 
tractors  enough  yet  in  this  House?  Or,  do  yoa 
want  tp  be  overrun  and  devoured  by  c^mmissai^iesy 
and  all  the  vermin  of  contract?  I  fear,  sir,  that 
what  are  called  **  the  energy  men**  will  ri^  op 
again— men  who  will  burn  the  parchment.  We 
shall  be  told  that  our  Government  is  too  fr^4  or, 
as  they  would  say,  weak  and  inefficienu  Mock 
virtq^  sir,  ia  terips  1  That  we  must  give  the  Pre%- 
ideqx  pow^r  to  call  forth  the  r^f^urces  qf  the  na- 
tion. That  is,  to  filch  the  last  ^hilHog  from  our 
pockets — to  drain  the  last  drop  of  blood  fro.o^  our 
veins»  I  am  against giviqg  this  power  to  any  mat!* 
be  he  who  he  may.  The  Americai^  people  must 
either  withhold  this  power,  or  re&ign  their  liberties. 
There  is  no  pther  alternative.  Nothing  hut  the 
most  imperious  necc'isjiy  will  justify  .such  ^gQpU 
And  is  there  a  powerful  enemy  at  our  doors?  roa 
may  begin  with  a  First  Consul.  From  that  chry- 
salis state  hp  sopn  becomes  an  Bmperor.  Toa 
have  your  choice.  It  depends  npoQ  your  el^tioa 
whether  you  will  be  a  free,  happy,  and  uiiiied  peor 
pie  at  home,  or  the  light  of  your  Elsetutive  Maj- 
esty shall  beam  across  the  Atlaptic  ijx  odq  geneial 
blaze  of  the  ppblic  liberty. 

For  my  part,  l  will  never  go  to  war  but  ia  self- 
defence.  J  have  no  desire  for  conquests— no  am- 
bitipn  to  possess  Nova  Scotia.  I  hold  tae  liberties 
of  this  people  at  a  higher  rate.  Much  more 
am  I  indisposed  to  war,  when,  among  the  first 
means  for  carrying  it  on,  I  s*  e  gemleraen  propose 
the  confiscation  of  debts  due  by  Goveromeiu  to 
individuals.  Does  a  bona  fide  creditor  knuw  who 
holds,  his  paper?  Dare  any  honest  man  a<«k  him- 
self the  question  ?  'Tis  hard  to  say  whether  such 
prinpiplesare  more  detestably  dishonest,  than  ihey 
are  weak  and  foolish.  What,  sir,  will  you  go 
about  with  proposals  for  ope'iing  a  loan  in  ooa 
hand,  and  a  sponge  for  the  national  debt  io  the 
oiher?  If,  on  a  late  occasion,  you  could  not  bor- 
row at  a  less  rate  of  interest  il^an  eight  per  cent., 
whej»  the  Gpverameat  avowed  that  they  would 
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pay  to  the  laed  tkiltiai^  af  ihp  p«»Mi«  ^tiluir,  at 
wh^i  price  do  you  expe«i  tq  ri^Ue  aioe^v  wita  tn 
avowal  uf  ihene  aefarioiie  opic\ioi).H  ?  Qod  b«)p 
you,  i(  liieee  are  yoMr  way^  aad  lueaaa  Aat  oarry- 
\ug  on  wait  ^  ^  y^H^  ftaaq«e«  ate  ia  tbe  hands  of 
such  a  CbaaoeUar  of  (he  Eaohe 4uer»  Beeanfi^  a 
raaq-oaa  tat^ean  observatioa^iMi  keep  a  log-book 
aod  a  re<;koatDg;  can  aavigaiea  eoek-bdat  loiha 
Weaji  iajdies,  oi  the  Basi,  shall  be  aspire  to  navi* 

fate  tbe  gteat  vessel  of  8iate*-*to  staad  at  the 
elruof  pgibliceounoiU?  NemtUsrvUfacnpiAam* 
What  ara  yo«  flo^f  to  war  for  1  For  the  earry ing 
trade  1    Alreaay  you  pQ!(8caB  aeve&<eightha  of  it 
What  JU  the  Q^ei  ia  dispute  1   The  lair,  honest 
Ua4?>  tti^  exebauMi  the  produei  of  otir  fpii  fnc 
foreigi^  article»sfor  hoip^  cQasumplion  ?  Not  at  all. 
You  are  i^alted  upoa  tq  aacrifioe  iL\9  aeeeaaary 
braneh.  ^i  y.9Mf  aavjga^ioa^  ao4  (he  great  agriquU 
tural  ioteresi— 'vhoaa  bandaioid  it  isr-*t4»  Jeop^ 
ardiae  yoqf  Na(  iatareatt  ior  a  otfcuitoua  eom<> 
m^KQp^  ftur  thofrakvdulieat  proleeiioa  of  helligrreat 
property  uoder  you<  ventral  ||a|;.    Will  yen  he 
goaded,  by  the  dreaai»ina  calaolatiooa  of  iaegiiate 
ararice,  to  ^lakf  yoqr  aQ  fof  tha  p^teetkia  of  this 
trade  %    I  do  itqt  ^^^  of  '^  pBohable  efieqfii  of 
war  oo  the  pri«$e  qf  our  produqq^    Bev.erelv  as  we 
muat  (evl,  wa  may  aaufle  through  it.    I  speak 
of  its  ci*actiqo.  OQ  tha  CoBatitMtiqn*   Yon  may 
gq  to  vqf  for  this  e](^reacaoaai  of  the  earrying 
trade,  i|i»d  maka  peace  at  the  eamsa  of  tho  C<m- 
siiitutiqp.    Yuur  £aeau^ive  wilt  lord  it  over  yoOi 
aad  yoi9.i9tU(«t  maka  the  hes^  tfenua  with  the  eoi^ 
qqerur  that,  yoq  c^p.    film  tba  gentlesMA  from 
PeoDsylvaata  (Mi^  Qa^qq)  tieU^  fQ^  thai  he  iafor 
aqtiag'  iq  thii^  i^  in  ail  thiag%  qaiafliianced  by  the 
opioioo  of  auiy  MtQiaier  Wi^teiiecHrrfi^reigm  oa,  1 
preaume,  dpiue|»tic.    Qq  this  pqiat  I  am  wiWag 
to  meet  tbe  gfjatl;imaiart-am.  utiwiUiag  la  ha  ilicr 
tatedtqhyaqyMt^i^ier^athqmaqrakioad.   Is  be 
williog  to  aet  qu  tlia  saoiq  iadtpepdeql  li^attog? 
1  hare  before  protestedbiaod  lagaio  protest  i^inat 
secret,  i|rre^poqldb^  ovecruling  inflqei^e^    Tbe 
first  queatioq  I  asked  whe»  I  saw  the  gentlcinan'a 
rfM)]utioa,  w>Si  "  la  this  a  meaaqre  of  the  Cahi- 
at tT'    Nat  qf  aa  o^o  deolared  Cabinet  \  but,  of 
an  iqristiUle,  io^crutable,  uoaoi^itutioiiai  Cabi- 
ost,  viihqttd  reapouaibility,  uokoanMt  to  the  Con- 
fttiiutioD,     I  speak  of  hack-acairs  iiiflueDce«-*of 
meo  wbo  briog  messagqs  to  ihia  llouse,  whioh, 
aUhough  they  do  nqt  apj^enr  on  the  Journals,  gov- 
era  it;i.  d^otsioiML    Sir,  the  first  question  that*  t 
iKk?d  01^  thq  subject  of  British  relatioaa,  was, 
What  is  the  opiniqa  qf  the  Cabioet?     What 
meaaurea  will  they  recommend  to  Congress  1— 
(well  kaqwiag  that  whatever  maaaurea  we  might 
take,  thev  must  execute  them,  and  there6»ie^  tnai 
we  should  bare  t|teir  opiiMoo  09  Ihe  subject.) 
My  answer  was.  (aad  from  a  Cabinet  Miaiater 
too.)  **  %lMft^  u  no  l^ger  d^  Co^taal.'*    9ubae* 
queue  circuiu»iances,sir^  have  given  me  a  personal 
aoowledge  qf  i,he  fact.    It  aeeda  00  comaaentary. 
But  the  gtrutleman  has  told  you  that  we  ought 
to  go  tu  war,  if  iot  nothing  eke,  fur  the  fui  trade« 
Nuw.  sir,  the  people  on  whose  aupport  ha  8eem^ 
to  calculate,  folluw,  iet  me  tell  him, a  beuer  buai* 

aess^aad  iet  ma  q44i  ibat  wbibl  mm  ace.  baiw 


at  home  reapHi^  their  own  fieUb—the  fruiie  of 
their  labor  and  industry— there  ie  liitle  danger  of 
their  being  induced  to  go  sixteen  or  scv^nteea 
hundred  milee  in  pursuit  of  beavers,  rao^oons,  or 
opoaauum,  much  less  of  going  to  war  for  the  priv 
ile|[e.  They  are  better  employed  where  ihe^  ate. 
This  trade,  air,  may  be  important  to  Britaia,  to 
oaiiooa  who  havo  exhausted  every  reaonrce  of 
industry  at  hone,  bowed  down  by  ttxatiun  an4 
wratahedness.  Let  them,  in  OocPa  name,,  if  thef 
please,  feilow  tbe  fur  trade.  They  may.  for  ma, 
oatah  every  beaver  in  North  America.  Yes,  si^ 
our  people  have  a  hatter  ocoopaiion-*^  safir,  pro(F« 
itahb)  honorable  employ  menl.  While  they  shoitid 
bs  enmed  in  diatam  rqgiana  in  hoDting  the  be»« 
vet,  they  dread  Icat  thoaa  whose  natural  ptejr  they 
are  abould  begin  to  bant  ibem^  sbuiM  |>illaga 
their  property,  and  assassinate  their  Cunstitotiuiu 
Instead  etf  these  wild  schemes,  nay  off  yoar  debt, 
iaatead  of  paating  about  iia  cooBRcatton.  Do  not. 
I  hMeech  yoti,  expoae  at  onae  yoar  knavery  and 
your  foUy.  You  have  more  landa  than  you  knoW 
wbat  to4e  with,  you  have  lately  paid  fifteen  miU 
lions  for  yet  more.  Go  and  work  1  hem,  and  ceaan 
to  alarm  tbe  people  with  |h«  cry  of  wolf,  until 
they  hacoaie  deaf  to  your  vt>iee,  or  al  kaa  kugb 
at  you. 

Ml.  Chaiamnn,  if  I  felt  leas  vegarA  for  wbat  I 
deem  tha  heat  intereMU  of  this  nation  than  fot  my 
own  rapaimtioa,  I  should  not.  on. this  day,  havn 
oSered  to  addresa  yon.  but  would  have  wauad  tn 
oomo  out,  bedecked  wtib  flowers  and  boqveisnf 
rbatoric,  in  a  eat  apeeeb.  Boi,  sir,  I  dreaded  leal 
a  tone  might  he  gtaea  10  tbe  mind  of  the  eom<» 
nrttee*r-they  wilTpMdon  roe,  hot  I  did  fear,  from 
all  that  I  eould  see  or  hear,  thnt  ibey  might  bn 
prejudiced  by  lis  advocates,  (under  preience  of 
profteotiog  our  eommeroe]^  in  mvor  of  thia  ridiou* 
MinB  and  prepoaterbus  projeei }  I  rose,  air^  for  ona| 
In  plead  guilty;  m  dealare  in  tbe  face  of  day  that 
I  will  not  go-  to  war  for  ibis  earrying  trade.  I 
will  agree  to  pnsa  for  aa  idiot  if  this  is  not  the 
public  seotimeat,  and  yon  will  find  il  10  your  oottt| 
begin  the  war  when  you  wilL 

Gentleman  talk  of  1799.  They  might  9^  weH 
go  hack  to  the  Tmjan  war.  What  was  yoar  nu 
uation  then  1  Then  every  heert  beat  high  witb 
sympathy  for  France,  for  refmb^tcaa  Prmn^  i  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  with  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  tl^at  we  were  all  ready  to  draw  cur 
sworda  in  her  canas,  hat  I  affirm  that  we  were 
prepared  to  have|[one  great  lengths.  I  am  not 
aahamed  to  pay  thia  compliment  to  tbe  hearts  of 
tbe  Amerionn  paonle,  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
under^tandings•  It  was  a  noble  and  generoua 
sentiment,  which  aationa  like  iodividuaki  are 
never  the  worae  for  having  fell.  They  were,  I 
repeat  it.  ready  to  nMke  great  sacrificcit  fur  Franeck 
Aod  why  ready  )  Because  she  was  fighting  iba 
battles  of  the  buaMin  race  against  the  combined 
enemies  of  their  libertv ;  beesone  she  was  per*- 
formiag  the  part  wbiel)  Qteat  Britsia  now.  iq 
fact,  susiaiu.M,  furminff  the  only  btilwark  aaainst 
oniverKnl  dominion.  Kaock  away  her  Navy,  amf 
I  wbese  are  you  9  Uoder  the  naval  des|}nti>tt  of 
I  France,  unchecked  and  unqualified  by  any 
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taeoniztng  tnilitary  power;  at  best  bat  a  ehange 
of  iiiasiera.  The  tyrant  of  the  ocean,  and  the 
tyani  of  the  lanil,  ir  one  and  the  rame,  lord  of 
alt,  and  who  nhall  say  htm  nay.  or  wherefore  do- 
et«t  thou  I  his  thinfr?  Give  to  the  ttirer  the  prop- 
er! ie»  of  the  shark,  and  there  is  no  longer  saffty 
for  the  beasts  of  the  fore^t  or  the  fishes  of  the 
sea.  Where  was  this  hierh  anti-Britannic  spirit 
of  the  gentleman  from  PeonsyUania,  when  his 
vote  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  British  treaty, 
that  pestilent  source  of  evil  to  this  country  ?  and 
at  a  time,  too,  when  it  was  not  less  the  interest 
than  the  sentiment  of  this  people  to  pull  down 
Ckeat  Britain  and  exalt  France.  Thm,  when 
the  g«*ntleman  might  have  acted  with  effect,  he 
c<iuld  not  screw  his  courage  to  the  sticking^ place. 
Then  England  was  combined  in  what  has  proven 
a  ffeble,  iopfficient  coalition,  but  which  gave  just 
cause  of  alarm  to  every  friend  of  freedom.  Now 
the  liberties  of  the  human  race  are  threatened  by 
a  single  Power,  more  formidable  than  the  coa- 
lesced  world,  to  whose  utmost  ambition,  vast  as  it 
is,  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britaia  forms  the 
only  obstacle. 

1  am  perfectly  sensible  and  ashamed  of  the  tres- 
pass I  am  making  on  the  patience  of  the  Commit- 
tee ;  hut  as  I  know  not  wliether  it  will  be  ia  my 
power  to  troatMe  them  again  on  thissobject,  I  must 
oeg  leave  to  contioue  my  crndeand  desultory  ob« 
aervaiions.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess  that  they 
are  so.  At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  we 
yeceived  a  printed  Message  from  the  Presidear  of 
the  United  States,  breathing  a  great  deal  of  na- 
tional honor,  and  intiigoaiion  at  the  outrages  we 
bad  endured,  particularly  from  Spain.  She  was 
apeetaliy  named  and  pointed  at.  She  bad  pirated 
upon  y4»ur  commerce,  imprisoned  your  citisens, 
Tiolaied  your  actual  territory ;  invaded  the  Tery 
limits  solemnly  established  between  the  two  na- 
tions by  the  Treaty  of  San  Lorenzo.  Some  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  (amonff  .i»thers  the  Tery 
Stale  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
relies  for  support.)  sent  forward  resolutions  pledg* 
ing  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred 
honor,  ia  support  of  any  measures  you  might  take 
in  vindication  of  your  injured  righM.  Well,  sir, 
what  have  you  done?  You  have  had  resolutions 
laid  upon  your  table,  gone  to  some  expense  of 
printing  and  stationery — mere  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
thai'k  all.  Like  true  political  quacks,  you  deal 
only  in  handbills  and  nostrums.  Sir.  I  blush  to 
see  the  record  of  our  proceedings;  they  resemble 
nothing  but  the  advertisements  of  patent  medi* 
eines.  Here  you  have  "the  wo rna- destroying 
lozenges,"  there  'Cbu-rch's  cough  drops;"  and, 
to  crown  the  whole,  "  Sloan's  vegetable  specific," 
an  infallible  remedy  for  all  nervous  disorders  and 
Tenigues  of  brain-sick  politicians ;  each  man  ear- 
neMly  adjuring  you  to  give  his  medicine  only  a 
fair  trial.  If,  indeed,  these  wonder-working  nos- 
trum}>  could  perform  but  one-half  of  what  they 

ftrnmisi*,  there  is  little  danger  of  our  dying  a  po- 
iiical  death,  at  this  time  at  least.  But,  sir,  in 
politics  as  in  physics,  the  doctor  is  oluimes  the 
Iii04t  dangerous  disease ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  our 
Ga»c  at  present. 


But,  sir,  why  do  I  talk  of  Spain?     There  are 
no  longer  Pyrenees.   There  exists  no  such  nation, 
no  such  being  as  a  Spanish  Kini^^  or  Minister.    It 
is  a  mere  joggle,  played  off  for  the  beoefic  of  those 
who  pat  the  mechanism  into  motion.  You  koow, 
sir.  that  you  have  no  differences  with  Spain <;  ihnt 
she  is  tne  passive  tool  of  a  superior  Power,  to 
whom,  at  this  moment,  you  are  crotfehiog.     Are 
your  ttifferences,  indeed,  with  Spain  ?  And  where 
are  you  going   to  send  your  political  panacea, 
resolutions  and  handbills  excepted,  your  sole  ar- 
canum of  Government,  yoar  king  cure  all?    To 
Madrid  ?    No<^yott  are  not  such  quacks  as  not 
to  know  where  the  shoe  pinches—to  Paris.    Yoa 
know,  at  least,  where  the  disease  lies,  and  there 
you  apply  your  remedy.    When  the  nation  aox- 
lonsly  demands  the  result  of  your  deliberations;, 
you  hang  your  head  and  blush  to  fell.   Yoa  are 
afraid  to  tell.    Your  month  is  hermetically  sealed. 
Your  honor  has  received  a  wound  which  must 
not  take  air.    Gkntlemea  dare  not  come  forward 
and  avow  their  work,  mnck  less  defend  it  in  the 
presence  of  the  nation.    Qive  them  all  tbey  asik, 
that  Spain  exista— «nd  what  then  ?  After  shrink- 
inir  from  the  SpaoishJarkalLtlo  yoo  presume  to 
bully  the  British  lion?  Bot  nere  the  secret  comes 
out.    Britain  is  yonr  rival  in  trade,  and  governed 
as  yoa  are  by  conn  ting-house  politicians,  yoa 
would  sacrifice  the  paramount  interests  of  the 
country,  to  woand  that  rivaK    For  Spain  and 
France  you  are  carriera,  and  from  good  enstom- 
ers  every  indignity  is  to  be  endured.    And  what 
is  the  nature  of  this  trade  ?    Is  it  that  carrying 
trade  which  sends  abroad  the  fionr,  tobacco,  coi- 
toui)  beef,  pork,  fish,  and  lumber  of  this  country, 
and  brings  back  in  return  foreign  articles  neces- 
sary for  oar  existence  or  comfort  ?    No,  air,  it  is 
a  trade  carried  on — the  Loid  knows  where,  or  by 
whom  ;  now  doubling  Cape  Horn,  now  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.    I  do  not  say  that  there  is  no 
profit  in  it — ror  it  would  not  then  be  pursued-^ 
but  it  is  a  trade  that  tends  to  assimilate  our  man- 
ners and  Government  to  those  of  the  most  cor- 
rupt  countries  of  Europe.    Yes,  sir,  and  when  a 
question  of  ^reat  national  magnitude  presents 
itself  to  you,  it  causes  those  who  now  prate  about 
national  honor  and  spirit  to  pocket  any  insult ;  to 
consider  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  debit  and  credit; 
a  business  of  profit  and  loss,  and  nothing  else. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  my  mind,  when  this 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  was  tmdederiva- 
turf  A  question  always  put  to  os  at  school. 
Whence  comes  it?  Is  this  only  the  potative  fa- 
ther of  the  bantling  he  is  taxed  to  maintain,  or. 
indeed,  the  actual  parent,  the  real  progenitor  of 
the  child  ?  Or,  is  it  the  production  of  the  Cabi- 
net? But,  I  knew  you  had  no  Cabinet,  no  sp- 
tem.  I  had  seen  despatches  relating  to  vital  mea- 
sures laid  before  you  the  day  after  your  finsl  de- 
cision on  those  measures,  four  weeks  after  tbey 
were  received  ;  not  only  their  contents,  but  their 
very  existence,  all  that  time  unsuspected  and  un- 
known to  men  whom  the  people  fondly  believe 
assist  with  their  wisdom  and  experience  at  every 
important  deliberation.  Do  you  believe  that  tbts 
syatem,  or  rather  thia  no-aystem,  will  do  ?    1  am 
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free  to  answer  ic  will  not,  it  cannot  last.  I  am  not 
wnfniA  of  tbe  fair,  often,  Conatitucional.  reispon- 
»ible  iofloenee  of  Cioveroment,  but  I  shrink  ioto- 
1 1  rely  from  ihjs  left- banded,  in? isible,  irrespoasi- 
}[e  tr)ftai»nee,  which  defies  the  touch,  but  pervades 
lod  decides  everything.  Let  the  Executive  come 
or  ward  to  the  Legislature ;  let  us  see  while  we 
eel  It.  If  we  cannot  rely  on-  its  wisdom,  is  it  any 
Hsparageroent  to  the  genileroftn  from  Pennsylva* 
»a  to  say  that  I  cannot  rdy  upon  him  T  Sa,  sir. 
le  has  mistaken  bis  talent.  He  is  not  the  Pali- 
lurus  on  whose  skill  the  nation,  at  this  trying 
Boment,  can  -repose  their  confidence.  I  will  have 
loihing  to  do  with  his  paper  much  less  will  I 
ndorse  it,  and  make  myself  responsible  for  its 
:oodness.  I  will  not  pot  my  name  to  it.  I  assert 
hat  there  is  no  Cabinet,  no  system,  no  plan  ;  that 
rbich  I  believe  in  one  place,  I  shall  never  hesi- 
ate  to  say  ia  another.  This  is  no  time,  no  place, 
or  mincinff  our  steps.  The  people  have  a  right 
o  know;  tliey  shall  kaow  the  state  of  their  af- 
sirs ;  at  least,  as  far  as  I  am  at  liberty  to  commu- 
licate  them.  1  apeak  from'  personal  knowledge. 
Pen  daya  ago  there  had  been  no  eonmltation  $ 
here  existed  no  opiirioi^  in  yoar  fizecotive  de- 
wrtment ;  at  least,  none  that  was  avowed.  On 
he  contrary,  there  was  an  express  disavowal  of 
ny  opittion  whatsoever,  tm  tha  great  sob|ect  he- 
ore  you  ;  and  I  bave^ood  reason  for  saying  that 
lone  bas  been  formed  since.  Some  time  ago,  a 
KK>k  was  laid  on  our  tables, .  whi<ih,  like  some 
Hher  bantlings,  did  not  bear  the  name  of  its  fa- 
her.  Here  f  was  taosbt  to  expect  a  solution  of 
ill  donbtH,  an  end  to  all  our  difficulties.  If,  sir,  I 
were  the  foe — as  I  trust  I  am  tbe  friend  of  this 
nation— I  would  exclaim,  ^  Oh,  tbat  mine  enemy 
ivould  write  a  bciok  1"  At  the  very  outaet,  in  tbe 
rery  first  page.  I  believe,  there  is  a  complete  aban* 
ioament  of  the  principle  in  dispute.  Has  any 
gentleman  got  the  work  ?  [It  was  handed  by  one 
!>f  the  members.]  The  first  position  taken  is  tha 
[iroad  principle  of  tbe  unlimited  freedom  of  trade 
between  nations  at  peace,  which  tbewriterendea* 
vers  to  extend  to  the  trade  between  a  neutral  and 
B  belligerent  Power,  accompanied,  however,  by 
this  acknowledgment:  *^But,  inasmuch  as  the 
^  trade  of  a  neutral  with  a  belligerent  nation, 
^  niigbt,  in  certain  special  cases,  affect  tbe  safety 

*  of  Its  antagonist,  usage,  founded  on  the  principle 
^  of  necessity,  haa  admitted  a  few  exceptions  to 

*  the  general  rule."  Whence  comes  the  doctrine 
of  contraband,  blockade,  and  enemy's  property  ? 
Now,  air,  for  what  doea  that  celebrated  pamphlet, 
^  War  in  Disguise" — which  is  said  to  have  been 
wriiten  under  the  eye  of  the  British  Prime  Min- 
ister— contend,  but  this  *^  principle  of  necea- 
stiyT'  And  this  is  abaudoned  bv  this  pamphlet- 
eer at  the  very  threshold  of  the  atscussion.  But, 
as  if  this  were  not  enough,  he  goes  on  to  assign  as 
a  reason  for  not  referring  to  the  authority  of  the 
ancients,  ^  that  the  great  change  which  bas  taken 
'  place  in  tbe  state  of  manners,  in  the  maxims  of 

*  war,  and  in  the  coorse  of  commerce,  make  it 

*  pretty  ceruin"  (  what  degree  of  certainty  is  this?) 
'^that  either  nothing  will  be  ftund  relating  to  tbe 
^  question,  or  iK»thiug  suffieionily  applicabk  to  da* 


^  serve  attention  in  deciding  it.**  Here,  sir,  is  an 
apology  of  the  writer  for  not  disclosing  the  whole 
extent  of  his  learning,  (which  might  have  orer^ 
whelmed  the  reader.)  is  the  admission  that  a 
change  of  circum'stances,  (^'in  the  course  of  com* 
merce,'*)  bas  made  (and.  therefore,  will  now  jus* 
lify)  a  total  change  of  tbe  law  of  nations,  w  hat 
more  could  the  most-  inveterate  advocate  of  Bag- 
lith  usurpation  demand?  What  else  can  they 
re<)oireto  establish  alt,  and  even  more  than  they 
contend  for  ?  Sir,  there  is  a  class  of  men— we 
know  them  very  well — who,  if  yon  only  permit 
them  to  lay  the  foundation,  will  build  you  up,  step 
bjr  step,  and  brick  by  brick,  very  neat  and  shower, 
if  not  tenable  arguments.  To  detect  them,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  watch  their  premises,  where 
you  will  often  find  the  point  at  issue  surrendered, 
as  in  this  case  It  is. 

Ag^ain :  Is  the  wutre  ItAervai  anywhere  asserted 
in  this  boo^  that  Itm  ships  make  Iree goods?  No, 
sir;  tbe  right  of  search  is  acknowledged;  that 
enemy's  property  is  lawful  prize,  is  sealed  and  de- 
livered. And,. after  abaadoning  these  principles, 
what  becomes  of  the  doctrine  that  amereshilttng 
of  the  goods  from  one  ship  to  another,  the  touch* 
ing  at  another  port,  chanses  the  property  ?  Sir, 
give  op  this  principle,  and  there  is  an  end  of  tha 
question.  You  lie  at  tbe  mercy  of  the  conscience 
of  «  Court  of  Admiralty.  Is  Spanish  socar.  or. 
French  coffee,  made  American  property,  by  the 
mere  change  of  the  car^  or  even  bv  tf^e  landing 
and  payment  of  tbe  dutiea?  Does  this  operation 
e&ct  a  change  of  property  ?  And  when  those 
duties  are  drawn  back,  and  the  sugar  and  coflQea 
re  exported,  are  they  not  (as  enemy's  property) 
liable  to  seizure  tMon  the  principles  of  the  "Bx« 
amination  of  the  Britiab  doctrine,"  dbc.?  And,  ia 
there  not  the  beat  reason  to  believe,  that  this  ope* 
ration  is  performed  in  many,  if  not  in  most  casesi 
to  give  a  neutral  aspect  aiul  color  to  the  merehaik* 
dise? 

I  am  prepared,  sir,  to  be  represented  as  willing 
to  surrender  important  rights  of  this  nation  to  a 
foreign  Government.  I  have  been  told  that  this 
sentiment  is  already  whispered  in  the  dark,  by 
time>servers  and  sycophants.  But,  if  your  Clerk 
dared  to  print  them,  I  would  appeal  to  your  Jour* 
oals.  I  would  call  for  the  reading  of  them,  but 
thatl  know  they  are  not  for  profane  eyes  to  look 
upon.  I  confess  that  I  am  more  ready  to  sorren- 
.  der  to  a  naval  Power  a  square  league  of  ocean, 
than  to  a  territorial  one,  a  square  inch  of  laoa 
within  our  limits ;  and  I  am  ready  to  meet  tlie 
friends  of  the  resolution  on  this  ground  at  any 
time. 

Let  them  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 
They  dare  not.  They  are  ashamed  and  afraid  to 
do  it.  They  may  give  wtnka  and  nods,  and  pre* 
tend  to  be  wise,  out  they  dare  not  come  out  and 
tell  the  nation  what  tbey  h^ve  done.  Gentlemen 
may  take  notes  if  they  j>lease.  but  I  will  never, 
from  any  motive  short  of  self-defence,  enter  upon 
war.  1  will  n^ver  be  instrumental  to  tbe  am  hi* 
tious  schemes  of  Bonaparte,  nor  put  into  hia 
hands  what  will  enable  him  to  wield  the  world, 
and  on  the  very  principle  that  i  wished  anceeas  to 
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the  French  arms  iti  1798.  Ami  vrberefort  ?  Be- 
eftiive  ihe  case  is  ebaogcd.  Gkrest  Britain  cab 
never  a^ln  see  the  year  1760.  Her  eominentai 
InflaeDce  is  ^ne  forever.  Let  who  will  be  up* 
Mrmust  on  the  conitaent  of  Burope,  she  must 
find  more  than  a  eonaterporse  for  her  strengcb. 
Her  race  is  run.  9he  can  only  be  formidable  aa 
a  uaritirae  Power;  and,  even  as  such^  perhnpif 
not  long.  Are  yon  going  to  Justify  the  acts  of 
the  last  Administration,  for  which  they  have  bem 
deprtv«d  of  the  Govornmeot  at  our  in»ian<el 
Are  you  going  back  tn>  theflronnd  of  179^'9?  I 
ask  any  man  who  now  advocntcs  a  rufMure  with 
England  to  aaaiffa  n  single  reason  fiorlitsopioioii^ 
thai  would  not  ut«e  justified  a  Freocli  war  in 
1798  ?  If  injury  nod  insult  abroad  wuqkl  haie 
jusiiied  it  we  had  them  in  aboftdanca  then.  But 
what  did  the  Republicans  say  at  that  day  7  That) 
Under  the  cover  of  a  war  with  France^  the  Bsec- 
Mtive  w«>utd  be  armed  with  a  patronage  aad  pow* 
ar  which  migbt  enaiile  it  to  master  our  liberties. 
Thev  deprecated  foreign  war  and  navies,  aad 
ataading  armies,  and  loans,  and  uxes.  The  de-» 
Urium  pasaed  away«-<4he  good  sense  of  the  peo^ 
pie  triumphed,  aad  our  diSerenees  worn  aeooia^ 
modated  withouf  a  war.  And  what  is  there  in 
tiha  situation  of  Baflandthai  invites  to  war  with 
bee  7  it  IS  trae  she  dora  mm  deal  so  largely  in  per^ 
fiectabiiity,  hot  she  supplies  you  with  a  much 
m3re  useful  comflaodity*^wiih  ooame  wooUena. 
With  less  prof«wsioa  iadead  ahaoccuptea  the  place 
af  Fraace  in  1798.  aiie  is  the  nole  bulwark  oi 
the  human  ra««  against  t^niveraal  dominion;  ao 
thanks  to  her  for  it.  In  proteeting  her  own  exiat« 
eaee,  ahe  insures  theirs.  1  care  not  who  stands  in 
Ibis  sitaation,  whether  Bogland  or  Bonaparte.  I 
practice  the  doctrines  now  that  I  professed  ia 
1796.  Qentlemen  may  hanc  up  the  journals  if 
tkey  please ;  I  voted  against  all  auoh  lu^jects  ua-* 
dar  the  Administtaiioa  of  JohnAoaraa,  and  I 
will  continue  to  do  so  under  that  of  Thomas  Jef 
ferson.  Are  you  qot  contented  with  being  free 
and  happy  at  home?  Or  will  yoa  aarsender  these 
blessings  that  fiHi9  merchanu  iMiy  tread  on  Turk^ 
ish  ancrPersian  caapets,  and  biM^a  the  perfome«.of 
the  Bust  in  ifaeir  vaulted  rooms.  Gleatlemen  my 
it  is  but  an  aanual  million  hist,  and  even  if  it 
were  five  timea  that  amount,  what  is  it  eompared 
with  your  neutral  rights?  Sin  let  me  tell  them  a 
kaodred  millioaa  will  be  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket, 
if  once  they  launch  wuhout  ru^kJer  or  compass 
Into  thin  ocean  of  foreign  warfare.  Whom  do 
they  want  to  attack?  Bnglaod.  They  Itope  it 
i$  a  popular  thiilf,  and  talk  about  BuokerV  Hill, 
and  the  gallant  feats  of  our  Revolution.  But  is 
Bunker's  Hill  to  be  the  theatre  of  war?  No,  sir, 
you  have  selected  the  ocean,  and  the  object  of  at- 
tack is  that  very  navy  wehich  preveoied  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  France  and  Sfiain  fsom  leryiag 
contribution  up<m  you  in  your  own  seas;  that 
very  navy  which,  in  the  famous  war  of  1798. 
atood  between  you  and  danger.  Whilat  the  fleets 
af  the  enemy  were  peat  up  in  Touloa,  or  pin« 
iooed  in  Brent,  we  perfurmed  wonders  to  be  sure ; 
bot^  air,  if  BiigUnd  bad  drawn  off,  France  would 
kave  tola  you  quite  a  diffsc cnt  t4l«(,    Yuu  moakk 


have  struck  ao  medals.  This  ia  aot  the  aort  of 
eoitflict  thai  you  are  to  count  upon,  if  you  go  la 
war  with  Great  Briuio.  Q^t&mlMiutvmi per/km 
pnu9  demenkU.  And  are  you  mad  enough  to 
take  up  the  cudgeU  that  have  been  atfuck  fr<mi 
the  aervelefn  baada  of  the  three  great  marit^gM 
Powers  of  Burepe  7  Shall  the  piaster  aiorigaga 
bis  little  eropv  and  jeopardise  the  Coastitotiun  in 
support  of  eommeteial  monopoly,  4b  the  v^m 
hope  of  aatii»f)riag  the  iosaliable  gieedtaen  of 
trade?  Admmi)4er  the  Coaafitttttoa  upoa  iia 
own  prtncipleB:  Am  the  genecal  welfare  and  aac 
for  the  benefit  of  any  pariieukr  claaa  of  mea. 
Do.  yeu  medtiale  war  foe  the  poa»asaioQ  of  Baiea 
Rouge  or  Mobile^  plaeea  which  yoitr  owa  lawt 
declare  to  be  withia  year  timiiaf  Is  it  evea  fat 
the  &ir  trade  tiiat  exchangee  your  snipfos  pro* 
duetts  lor  such  foreign  arliolea  aa  yoa  veqoifef 
No,  sir,  it  ia  for  a  cireaitous  tffade-*aa  igais  faiii^ 
iu«  And  againai  when?  A  nation  fcooa  whom 
you  have  anything  to  fear  ?-«I  speak  as  la  ear 
libertiea  Na  air,  wi|h  a  aatioa  from  whom  yoa 
h^venottog,  or  aext  In  nocJuag,  to  fear;  lo  the 
aggrandkiement  of  one  against  which  yoa  have 
everything  to  dread.  I  kok  to  their  ability  and 
interest,  not  tp  theii  di>peeiti0nk  Whea  you  rcit 
on  that  the  oeae  is  desperate,  la  it  to  be  inferred 
from  all  thia  that  i  woakl  yield  to  Great  Brataiat 
No.  I  would  act  towards  her  now,  aa  i  aras  die* 
piised  to  do  towards  Fmoee,  in  179^*9;  treat 
with  her,  and  for  the  same  reaaoa,  an  the  saaaa 
principtce.  Do  1  say  I  would  tiseal  with  her  I 
At  this  OMmeat  you  have  a  aegotiation  peodiag 
with  her  OoaerameaL  With  her  jmu  have  aol 
tried  oegotialioa  and  failed,  totally  leiled,  aa  yea 
have  done  with  Spatn^  or  rather  Franee;  aad 
whevefote.  under  such  ctrcunoatancaa,  thie  boetile 
spirit  to  theoae,  and  ihia-*»l  laili  not  tmf  what-* 
to  the  oiher  ? 

B^i  a  great  deal  k  said  aboal  the  lava  of  aaf 
tftona.    What  ia  national  law  bust  national  power 

Suided  by  national  iaierest?  You  yoaraelvcsaa* 
nowledgeand  practice  opoathiaptinatpbwheffa 
yon  cait,  or  where  yoa  dare^aiith  the  ladtaa 
tribes  for  instaaoe^  i  might  give  aaolhev  aad 
more  foroibfo  illostratton.  Will  thekaraed  lam* 
her  of  year  libraries. add  a  ehif^  to  your  fleet,  or  a 
shiHtag  to  your  revenue?  Will  it  pay  or  maia- 
tatn  a  single  aeldier  }  And  will  yoa  preaeh  aad 
prate  of  violations  of  your  neutral  righta.  whea 
you  tamely  aad  meanly  submit  to  the  violatioB 
of  your  territory  ?  Will  you  collar  the  st^altf 
of  yoai  sheep,  and  let  him  escape  that  haa  inva* 
ded  the  repose  of  year  fireside— haa  iiMmlted  your 
wife  and  children  under  your  owe  roof?  This  is 
the  heroism  of  track  and  traffic-^the  public  apirit 
of  sordid  avarice.  Great  Britain  violates  your 
flag  on  the  high  aeas^  Wnat  is  her  siiuatioal 
Conteading,  not  for  the  dismaatling  of  DaakiVki 
for  C^uebec,  or  Pundicherry,  but  for  Loodoa  aod 
Weatrainster— for  lifeu  H4fr  enemy  violating  al 
will  the  territories  of  other  natioas,  aoquiring 
therebyi  a  eoleasal  potver  that  threareo&  the  very 
eiistenee  of  her  rival.  But  she  ha^i  one  volaera* 
hie  point  to  the  arms  of  her  adversary,  which  abe 
eoffaa  with  the  epaigua  af  neuliaUtys^^  aha  draw 
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thetoeoiral  isg  brer  the  fcvel'of  AcbiHen.  k%i 
;an  you  ask  ibat  attvermry  iorenpect  it  at  the  ex - 
fieose  uf  bar  exitteocet  and  in  fa^or  uf  whom  ? 
Ao  eneoiy  that  respecta  do  nrutrai  territory  of 
Surope,  and  not  eT««i  ymir  own.  1  repeat  thai 
he  iiisulta  of  Sfmlo  towardR  this  nation  have 
ipen  at  the  taaittiattoo  of  Pmnce;  that  there  ir 
10  lun^rer  any  Spain.  Weil,  m,  becaoae  the 
French  OoTeraanent  does  not  pot  tbia  in  ilie 
kfoDiteur,  you  ehnaae  to  ahiH  vour  eyea  en  ti. 
9oDe  so  bmd  nt  those  who  wril  not  aee»  Yon 
hot  your  own  eyes^  and  to  hKtad  iImw  o/  other 
«fOple,  foQ  go  into  eooekee.  and  slinlr  not  wlpAm 
Dd^ny^  *afl[rpttinfiiirar8tntef>*^C*airaivie«T«iuie 
ifdire  dEkUi  It  aeeina  that  yoar  senmbility  it 
oti rely  confined  to  the  extmniitic*.  Yot>  may 
m  polled  by  the  none  and  enra,  and  never  tWel  it, 
»ut  KfC  your  Mrong  boa  be  attacked,  and  you  are 
\i  nerve— •* Let  ns  go  to  war!"  Sir,  if  they 
ailed  upon  nan  only  for  m'v  Knle  pHwHum  to 
nrry  ii  on^  perhaps  I  nnight  |rtve  it  $  hot  my 
ighcii  nod  tibcvties  am  involved  in  the' grant,  and 
will  never  surrender  them  while  1  have  Itf*^ 
The  gentleman  IromMntsaefansetis  (Mr.  Cnowii- 
naHicLD)  is  for  sponging  Uie  debt,  i  can  never 
oDKent  to  it ;  I  will  never  brtng  the  ways  nod 
aeaoB  of  fraudulent  bankrapity  iaco  yY>nr  aom^- 
Bitten  of  aop^y.  Conisention  and  swindling 
ball  never  be  fuund  among  my  estimntea  lo  meet 
he  current  expetMlitnre  of  pesee  or  war.  Nn, 
tir,  1  have  aaid  with  the  doors  einsed,  and  I  saf 
o  when  ibe  doors  are  open,  ^pay  the  pwblin 
lebt ;"  get  rid  of  that  dead  weight  upon  yoor 
Gh>vernment^-*tlin<  eramp  npoli  all  your  menst" 
ireir-^and  then  you  in«y  pnr  the  world  at  defi- 
ince.  So  Inngna  it  haiyga  ufon  you,  you  wnet 
Mve  revenue,  and  10  have  iwcuue  yon  muai  hav^ 
;ommer»4i  ■tuminBine,  praee.  And  shall  tben^ 
Qerariuns  schemes  be  advised  for  litflHening  Hie 
^ic  biardeasa;  will  yon  msnrt  toathete  low  and 
liitiful  akift8$  dare  eren  lomentiim  these  dMMMM> 
sst  artificea  to  eke  out  yonr  expMaca,  when  thn 
(MiUic  tr«ns«veia  lavished  on  Tnrha  nod  tnfidela, 
»n«ngmg  hoys  atui  dantimr  f*'^  tofumtsh  tare 
aieana  of  haaatinlity  to  an  AfHann  barbnrinn  t 

Gentlemen  any  that  Orent  Britnin  will  enottt 
opoa  our  diviaieoa.  How?  Wtimt  Aiea  she  know 
N  them  7  Can  f hev  cfvnr  exfee«  |frmtcv  uwm- 
aimity  thno  pfemiM  nt  tiie  last  FveaideiHfsl  elen* 
tioni  Noi  air.  it  is  ihfe  lentteaann'h  own  con^ 
idence  tbnt  aqoenka.  But  if  she  nnnnIM  nnkoinae 
opoa  yonv  dlvisiona,  at  Itnai  ske  hmv  rmkon  n^a 
yoor  pOjsillnnimityk  She  nany  weH  ikapiae  the 
resentment  tbnt  cannot  be  cseilcd  to  kennrak<# 
battle  on  its  own  ground  $  the  mere  etfgalon  of 
net^ttttiecnfidity.  Qentlntaen  talk  of  rqwnHng 
the  Briihih  Treaty.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
»ylvania  shoi^ld  have  thought  of  that  before  be 
voted  to  carry  it  into  effect.  And  wknt  in  all  this 
for?  A  poitat  wbieb <}reat  Britain  will  not  aban^ 
don  to  Ittt:(ain,  you  expect  her  to  yiidd  to  you--* 
Rumts  I  indiMpuinbly  tbe  second  Power  of  Oont4* 
nenial  Europe ;  with  not  leas  than  hall  a  million 
of  hardy  troop*;  with  sixty  sail-of  i he-line,  tiiiny 
millioov  of  subjects,  and  a  territory  more  exten«> 
live  erea  tkan  oar  ow%— Rimna,  air,  ike  atnr^ 


bouse  of  the  Briitsb  Navy,  whom  it  is  not  more 
the  pnlioy  nnd  tbe  interest  tbsn  tbeaemiment  of 
tbnt  Cbivernment  tosonikennd  ro  coneiltate«^er 
sole  bofie  of  a  diversion  en  the  continent,  and  her 
only  efficient  ally.  What  this  formidable  Power 
cannot  obtain  with  fl'^eia  and  armies,  you  will 
command  by  writ--- with  pothooka  and  hnngera* 
i  am  for  no  such  policy.  True  honor  ia  alwnya 
the  sain«i  Before  you  enter  into  a  eontest^  pubhn 
or  private,  be  sure  you  have  fortttudn  eooogii  to 
no  through  with  it.  If  you  mean  war^  any  ac^  and 
prepare  for  it.  Look  on  tbe  other  aide{  beh«M 
the  reaptct  in  wbieh  Frawce  holda«na«iml  rigkta 
on  land;  ofaaerve  her  conduct  in  fegard  to  tkn 
Fraaeonien  estates  of  tbe  King  of  Pruioiin.  I  aav 
noibmg  of  the  •  petty  Powers-^of  the  Elector  cmT 
Baden,  or  of  the  Swisa-— I  speak  of  n  first  tntn 
Monarchy  of 'fiuro))e,nnd  at  a  ni%'vment,  too,  when 
ifes  neutrality  was  the ol\|eet  of  all  ethers  ntaieat 
to  the  heart  of  tbe  French  £mperor.  If  you 
make  him  monarok  of  the  occtin,  yon  aaay  bsd 
adieu  to  it  forever.  You  mnv  lake  your  leave^ 
sir^  of  navigaiion*«^vvn  of  the  Misstsstppi.  What 
is  itihe  srtnatton  of  New  Orleans  if  attacked  to^ 
morrow?  Filled  with  a  discontented  and  repin* 
ing  people,  whose  knguage,  manners,  nnd  reli- 
ffton,  nil  tnciine  them  to  the  invader-^a  diasatia* 
fied  people,  who  deafiise  tbe  miserable  Gkivemni 
you  have  set  over  them«-*-wbe8e  honest  pl^judicea 
nnd  baseat  pnaainna  altke  take  part  against  you.  I 
draw  my  infortnatsoa  from  no  dubiwni  source  ;  but 
fmim  n  native  American^  an  enHghleued  nfembet 
of  thai  odious  nnd  imbecile  Ctovernment*  Voil 
has«  official  informntiun  that  tbe  town  aid  im 
dependencies  are  utterly  d«*feneelcen  and  untena;^ 
ble.  A  firm  belief  tbnt  (appiWDtd  nf  tkis>  Qor* 
enmient  #oii1d  do  something  to  put  tke  plnee  mi 
a  state  of  af«uri<y,  alone  kas  kept  tka  Aaaericaia 
portion  of  I  bat  conimuoity  quiet.  Yon  ka^t  keM 
that  poat,you  now  hold  jt,  by  tbe  tenutu  of  tke 
baihd  ^redemihanea  of  fiSngkmd,  «nd  yet  you  ari 
for  a  British  navkl  war« 

There  ave  now  but  two  great  commercial  oa^ 
tioa^^Gmut  Brttnin  iaone,  and  tke  United  Stttea 
the  lAber.  When  you  uonsider  tbe  many  patnia 
nf  oMinitt  between  our  Uitere^ts,  yau  may  be  anr» 
prined  that  tkfliv  baa  been  an  iiiik  collisiun.  4B^ 
to  Ike  either  bdligereni  nationauf  flkiiope  yonv 
navigntlmi  la  n  nonfenienae.  i  mtukt  any,  n  necta*> 
Mry»  if  yon  ^o  nift  t»rry  for  mam  tkfy  maai 
mmrf^^  at  leatt  Ibr  the  luiniies  of  life,  wkiak  otib^ 
aakta  hai  refttd«ved  nimoat  indtspenslible;  and  if  ynti 
eaanot  net  witb  ncmM  degrae  of  ifnrit  towavia 
fkiRe  Wko  am  dependent  iq^n  you  ns  enrrieisw  do 
yon  fvekan  en  biwtrbeat  a  jialoua  rivul,  wbo,'tha 
Mtnnent  aha  lata  slifi  tlie  dK>ga  of  amr,  awea^  you 
at  a  Mow  from  the  auean  And  emi  hmm?  fot 
whose  benefit  Tbe  planter f  Nothing  like  tfi 
The  fnfV,  banest,  real  American  merchant  ?  NO) 
5ir,  for  rene9ndo«>s;  to^ny  American,  UMmorroW| 
Danes.  G«>  to  war  when  you  wiU,  the  property, 
now  covered  by  ibe  Americaii.  will  then  pnsa 
under  tbe  Danish,  or  some  older  neutral  flag* 
Oendemen  say  that  one  Bnglish  ship  is  won# 
three  of  ours;  we  shall  therefore  have  the  advan- 
tage in  pf ivameniBg.   Did  ihey  aaar  kof  w  a 


671 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGRB8S. 


572 


H.  OP  R. 


Nam-lmfortaticn  of  Oood»Jrom  Onat 


Mascb,  18C6. 


iitiD  lo  ffct  rich  bf  privateering  7  This  Mttnff, 
sir,  for  the  oQrsery.  Rem  ember  that  your  pro- 
duciK  are  balky,  as  has  been  stated ;  that  they  re- 
quire a  Tasit  toDoai^e  to  transport  them  abroad, 
and  that  but  two  nations  possess  that  tonnage. 
Take  these  carriers  out  of  the  market.  What  is 
the  resul i ?  T he  roanu fact ures  of  B ngla nd ,  w h ic h 
(to  use  a  finishing  touch  of  the  gentlemen's  rhet- 
oric) have  received  the  finishing  atroke  of  art, 
lie  in  a  small  comparative  compass.  The  nea- 
irai  trade  can  carry  them.  Your  proddce  rota  in 
the  warehouse.  You  go  to  Eustatia  or  St.  Thi^- 
mas  and  gel  a  atript* d  olaoket  for  a  joe,  if  you  can 
raise  one.  Double  freight,  charges,  and  com  mis- 
sion. Who  receives  the  profit?  The  carrier. 
Who  pays  it?  The  coBsumer.  All  your  produce 
that  finds  its  way  to  England,  must  bear  the  same 
accumulated  charges-* with  this  difference,  that 
then  the  burden  falls  on  the  home  price.  I  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  the  hite  war,  which  has  been 
ao  often  cited.  What  ihen  was  the  priae  of  pro- 
duee,  and  of  broadcloth? 

But  you  are  told  England  will  not  make  war ; 
that  she  has  her  handn  full.  Holland  calculated 
ifi  the  same  way  in  1781.  How  did  it  turn  out? 
You  stand  now  in  tne  place  of  Holland,  then 
without  her  Navy,  and  unaided  by  the  preponder* 
ating  fl-*et6  of  France  and  Spain,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  Baltic  Powers.  Do  you  want  to  take  up 
the  cudgels  where  these  gre.it  maritime  States 
have  hewn  forced  to  drop  tbeni?  to  meet  Gkeat 
Britain  on  the  ocean-,  and  dnve  her  off  its  face  ? 
If  you  are  so  far  gone  as  this,  every  capital  meas- 
ure of  your  policy  has  hitherto  been  wrong.  You 
should  have  tMirtured  the  old,  and  devised  new 
systems  of  taxation,  and  have  cherished  your  navy. 
Begin  this  business  when  yon  may,  land-taxes, 
sump-acts,  window-taxes,  heartb-moaev,  excise, 
in  all  its  modifications  of  vexation  and  opjires- 
aion,  must  precede  or  follow  after.  But,  sir.  as 
French  is  the  fashion  of  the  day,  I  may  be  asked 
for  my  prt^et.  I  can  readily  tell  j^ntlemen  what 
I  will  not  do.  I  will  not  propitiate  any  foreign 
nation  with  money.  I  will  not  launch  into  a 
aaval  war  with  Great  Britain^  although  I  am 
ready  to  meet  her  at  the  Cowpens  or  on  Bunker's 
Hill — «ad  for  this  plain  reason,  we  are  a  great 
land  animal,  and  our  bosinees  is  on  shore.  I 
wtll  send  her  money,  sir,  on  no  pretext  whatever, 
much  less  on  pretence  of  buying  Labrador,  or 
Botany  Bay,  when  my  real  o  jeet  was  to  secure 
limits,  which  she  formally  acknowledged  at  the 
peace  of  1783.  I  go  farther:  f  would  (if  any- 
thing) b«ve  laid  an  embargo.  This  would  have 
l^otourown  property  home,  and  our  adversary's 
into  our  power.  If  there  is  any  wisdom  Ivft 
among  oa,  the  first  step  towards  hostility  will  al- 
ways be  an  embarga  In  six  months  all  your 
mercantile  megrims  would  vanish.  As  to  us,  al- 
though it  would  cut^ep,  we  can  atand  it.  With- 
out such  a  precaution,  go  tu  war  when  you  will; 
you  $[o  to  lite  wall.  As  to  debts,  strike  the  bal- 
ance to-morrow,  and  England  is  I  believe  in  our 
debt. 

i  hope,  sir,  to  be  excused  fior  proceeding  in  this 
desultory  cootm.  I  flatter  myself  1  ahali  not  hare 


occasion  asaia  to  trouble  you.  I  know  not  that  I 
shall  be  able,  certainly  not  willing,  onlem  pro- 
voked in  self-defence.  I  ask  your  atirniion  to 
the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Sonihem 
country,  on  whom  gentlemen  feir  for  sopport  of 
their  measure.  Who  and  what  are  they?  A  sim- 
ple, agricultural  people,  aeciistoroed  to  travel  in 
peace  to  market  with  the  produce  of  their  labor. 
Who  takes  it  from  us  ?  Another  people,  dt* voted 
to  manufactures — our  eole  source  of  sapply.  I 
have  seen  some  stuff  in  the  newspapers  about 
manufactures  in  Saxony,  and  about  m  man  who  is 
no  longer  the  chief  of  a  dominant  faction.  The 
greatest  man  whom  I  ever  knew — the  iinoiortal 
author  at  the  letters  of  Curtius — hma  remarked 
the  proneoess  of  cunning  people  to  wrap  up  and 
disguise  tu  well-selected  phrases  doctrines  loo  de- 
formed and  detestable  to  bear  evpoxore  in  naked 
words;  by  a  jnd icons  choice  of  epithets  to  draw 
the  attention  from^he  lurking  principle  bearaih, 
and  perpetuate  delusion.  But  a  little  white  ago^ 
and  any  man  might  have  been  proud  to  have  b^n 
considered  as  ilie  head  ol  the  Republican  party. 
Now,  it  seems,  it  is  reproachful  to  be  ileemed  the 
chief  of  a  dominant  faction.  Mark  the  magic  of 
words.  Hvad — chief.  Republics  n  party — dom^ 
nant  faction.  But  as  to  these  Saxon  Dianulae- 
ture$.  What  became  of  their  Dresden  china? 
Why  the  Prussian  bayoneu  have  broken  all  the 
pots,  and  you  are  content  with  Worcestershire  or 
Stsffordshire  ware.  There  are  some  other  fine 
fuanofacturea  on  the  continent,  but  no  supply, 
except  perhaps  of  lioeuK,  the  article  we  cao  b<ftkt 
dispense  with.  A. few  individuals,  sir,  may  bsve 
a  coat  of  Loovier's  doth,  or  a  service  of  Sevres 
china;  but  there  is  too  little,  and  that  Krtle  too 
dear,  to  furniNh  the  nation.  You  must  depend  an 
the  tur  trade  in  earnest,  and  wear  boffiilo  hides 
and  bear  skias. 

Can  aoy  man  who  understands  Burope  pretend 
to  say  that  a  particular  foreign  policy  is  now  right 
because  it  would  have  been' expedient  twenty,  or 
ercn  ten  years  ago,  without  abandotiiag  all  re- 
gard for  common  sense  ?  Sir,  i  t  is  t  be  statesman's 
province  to  be  guided  by  circumstances ;  to  anti- 
cipate, to  foresee  them  ;  to  give  them  ^  course  and 
a  direction  ;  te  mould  them  to  his  purpose.  It  it 
the  business  of  a  counting-house  clerk  to  peer 
into  the  day  book  and  leger,  to  see  no  further  thsa 
the  spectacles  on  his  nose,  to  fe*  I  ni>t  beyond  the 
pen  behind  his  ear ;  to  chatter  in  eoffee-hooses, 
and  be  the  oracle  of  clubs.  Frcnn  1783  to  1793^ 
and  even  later,  fl  doat  stickle  for  dates.)  Praocc 
had  a  formtidable  marine— -ao  had  HoUand— «• 
had  Spain.  The  two  first  possessed  of  tb riving 
manutacinres  and  a  flourishing  commerce.  Qmc 
Britain,  tremblingly  alive  to  her  maoafacturtag 
interesto  and  carrying  trade,  would  have  felt  10 
the  heart  any  measure  calculated  to  favor  i^er 
rivals  in  these  pursuits.  She  would  have  yielded 
then  to  her  fears  and  her  jealousy  alone.  What 
is  the  case  now?  She  lays  ao  export  duty  on  her 
manuiactures,  and  there  ends  the  question.  If 
Georgia  shall  (from  whatever  cause)  so  com- 
pletely mooopolixe  the  culture  of  cation  as*  to  be 
to  lay  an  export  duty  of  three  per  cent,  opoa 
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it,  besides  tMOLing  its  eolcivators,  ia  ererf  oth«r 
shape,  (hat  httcnao  or  iofernal  ioirenuity  cao  de* 
vise,  is  Peoo»yWaDia  likeljr  lo  rivai  Jier  and  lake 
am/  the  trade  1     - 

Bui,  sir,  it  seems  that  we,  who  are  opposed  to 
ihis  resolution,  are  men  of  no  oerve,  who  trem- 
bled in  the  days  e£  the  British  treaty— «oward»( I 
presume)  io  the  reign  of  tecfor?  Is  this  truet 
[lant  vp  the  juuraais;  let  our  aetioos  tell.  We 
mrsueour  old  anshaken  eotirse.  We  eare  not 
or  the  oatiooa  of  Europe,  hot  make  foreigo  rvla* 
ioDs  bead  to  our  potitiealpriaeiples  and  sohserve 
>ur  couQtryN  interest.  We  ha^  no  wish  to  see 
n other  Aetiam,  or  Pharsaiia,  or  the  Heuteoants 
f  a  modem  Aletander  playing  at  piquet,  or  all* 
ours,  for  the/ empire  or  the  world.  <It  is  poor 
omfort  to  us  to  he  told  that  France  haa^ttio  de* 
ided  a  taste  for  luxurious  things  to  meddle  with 
IS ;  that  Bgypt  is  her  object,  or  the  coast  of  Bar^ 
lary,  and,  at  the  worst,  we  shall  be  the  last"  de- 
oored.  We  are  enamored  with  neither  iwiion ; 
re  would  play  their  own  game  upon  them,  use 
bem  for  our  interest  and  convenience.  But  with 
n  ror  abhorrence  of  the  Briti»h  Gk>vernment,  1 
hould  not  hesitate  between  Westminster  H^li 
nd  a  Middlesex  jury,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
rood  of  Vtncennes  and  a  file  of  grenadiers  on 
le  other.  That  jury-trial,  whieh  walked  with 
tome  Tooke  and  Hardy  throoffh  the  flames  of 
itobterial  pemteeoiioo  i^  I  cooiess.rai>re  to  n^y 
iste  than  the  trial  of  the  Duke  d'Efiij^heio» 

Mr.  Chairman,  lam  sensihleof  hart af  detained 
he  Committee  lon^r  than  I  ought;  certainly 
Quch  longer  than  I  intended.  •  I  am  equally  sen^ 
ible  of  their  poiitelwsa.  and  not  leas  so,  sir,  of 
'ou  r  patient  attention.  It  is  your  own  iod  ulgeoea, 
if,  badl^  requited  indeed,  to*  whieh  ycu  owe  this 
ersecotion.  I  might  offer  another,  apology  fur 
hese  undigested,  desultory  remaiks---my  never 
lavio^  seen  the  Treasucy  documents.  Until  I 
ame  into  the  House  tnis  morning  I  had  been 
tretched  oo  a  sick  bed.  Bat  when  I  behold  tiM 
ffiiirs  of  this  nation  instead  of  being  where  1 
lOped,  and  the  people Mievedy  they  were,- in  the 
lands  of  responsible  men;* cottimi tied  ^to  Tom, 
>ick.  and  Harry,  to  the  relhise  of  the  retail  trade 
(  polities,  I  do  feel,  I  cannot  help  fe<»ling,  the 
iost  deep  and  sersoaseoBcern.  •  If  the  fixeeutive 
orernment  Would  step  forward  and  say^  '*  such 
s  our  plao,sach  is  our  opioioo,  and  audi  are  our 
easons  in  supfiort  of  it/'  1  would  meet  it  fairly, 
roold  opeftly  opfose,  or  pledge  myself  to  jiupport 
t.  But.  without  compass  or  polar  star,  i  will  not 
inoch  iiMO  an  ooean  of  unexplored  measures, 
rhich  stnnd  condemned  by  all  tae  taformation  to 
rhleh  t  have  aceess.  The  Constitution  of  the 
Jailed  States  declares  it  to  be  the  province  and 
he  duty  of  the  President  ^to  give  to  Oongresn. 
from  time  to  time,  information  of  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  con»idera* 
tion  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient 
and  necessary  "  Has  hedpne  it?  I  know,  sir, 
hat  we  may  sav«  and  do  say.  that  we  are  in  de- 
pendent, (would  it  were  true;)  as  free  to  give  a 
lirection  to  the  fixeeutive  as  to  receive  it  from 
tim.    But  do  what  you, will,  ibraign. relacioas^ 


every  measure  short  of  war,  and  «ven  the  course 
of  hcwtilities  depends  upon  him.  He  stands  at 
the  helm,  and  must  guide  ihe  vesM*l  uf  Stsie. 
You  gtre  him  moiiev  t<i  buy  Rlorida,  and  he  pur- 
chases Louisiana.  You  may  furniMb  niean»;  the 
application  of  ihiuie  m«ans  rests  with  him.  Liet 
not. the  master  and  m»ie  go  beluw  when  the  ship 
is  in  dibiresK,  and  throw  the  responsibility  upon 
the. cook  and  the  cabin-boy.  I  said  so  when  yuur 
doorswere  .^hut ;  I  scorn  to  say  less  now  that  they 
are  open.  Qenilemen  may  say  what  they  please. 
They  may  not  a'n  insientfi<*aot  individual  to  the 
ban  of  the  Republic — I  shall  not  alter  my  course. 
1  blush  vritlt  indigimtiun  at  the  misreflreseotaiiona 
which  have  gone  forth  in  the  public  prints  of  oor 
proceeding's,  public  and  private.  Are  the  people 
uf  the  Ouited  States,  the  real  sovereigns  of  the 
country,  unworthy  of  knowin«  what,  thcvv  is  too 
much  resiion  lo  believe,  has  been  vpiMuiounicated 
to  the  privileged  spies  «f  foreign  QovemmentK? 
I  think  our  citizens  just  an  well  entitled  tiiknow 
what  has  passed  as  the  Marquis  Yrujo,  who  has 
hearded  yuur  President  lo  his  face,  insulted  your 
(Government  within  iis  own  pecoliar  jurisdictinn, 
Nud  outraged  all  decency.  Do  you  raistuke  this 
diplomatic  poppet  for  an  automatun?  He  has 
orders  for  all  be  does.  Take  his  iustrucUons  from 
his  pocket  to  morrow,  they  are  signed  **Charlea 
Maurice  Talleyrand."  Let  theuaiion  know  whst 
th%y  h4ve  to  depend  upon.  Be  true 'to  them,'aod 
(trust  me)  they  will  prove  true  to  Mliem^elvesaod 
lo-yoo.  The  people  sre  houcKt — now  at  home  at 
their  ploughs,  oot  dreamioar  of  what  you  are  about. 
But  the  spirit  of  Inquiry,  that  has  too  long  slept, 
will  be^must  he.  awakened.  Let  them  begin  to 
think — not  to  say  such  thtnasnre  proper  beeauae 
they  have  been  done— of  what  has  been  done,  and 
wherefore,  and  all  will  be  right. 

The  Oommitiee  then  rosCj  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thur8dat,  March  6. 

Mr.  OoNftAO  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  twelfMi-  of  December  l-^st.  a 
letter  in  the  German  language,  from  David  Chris* 
toph  Mao,  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  presenting 
to  Congress'o  copy  of  his  works,  msde  a  report 
thereon ;  wiiich  was  read,  and  considered :  Where- 
up<m 

Rmotwed,  That  the  Lrbrarian  be  directed  to  re* 
eeive  and  take  charge  ot'  the  s^id  books,  and  thai 
the  Sp-^ker  be  req^e^ted  to  ackn'iwledj^e  by  a 
letter  addreised  to  the  said  DitidCnristoph  Mau, 
tne  acc^prance  of  the  said  tHioks^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments prO|Hi8ed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
•Au  acifiirth«*r*tit»fof  I  h»»Oivernor,  Judges,  sod 
Secretary,  of  t»ie  Indiana  Territory :"  ^hereop  m, 

Orderid  Triat  the  ssiU  smendments,  tog<;ther 
with  the  bill  be  commited  to  a  Committee  uf  the 
whote  H  »use  on  Monday  next. 

Th  *.  Ht>Uie  proceeded  to  consider  th^  amend* 
m«'nis  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,,  entitled 
'-An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  Marshals:" 
Waereapoo. 
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question  is  not  so  much^  whether  we  shall  sur- 
render to  that  nation  those  particular  branches  of 
the  carrying  trade,  which  have  given  rise  to  our 
disputes  with  her,  as  whether  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  retain  any  free  commerce  upon  the  ocean  at  all. 
For  all  niust  see,  that  although  that  nation  is  slow 
and  cautious  in  its  progress  to  absolute  maritime 
sovereignty,  yet,  her  strides  are.  firm  and  deter- 
mined; ana  nothing  is  more  certain  than  this, 
that  whatever  rights  we  resign  with  tame  sub- 
mission are  gone  forever.  It  is  aUrming  to  hear 
it  said,  as  it  has  been  upon  this  floor,  with  a  kind 
of  triumph,  What !  shall  we  quarrel  with  a  pow- 
erful nation  for  so  trifling  an  object  as  the  carry* 
in^  trade  ?  Such  blindness  is  to  me  astonishing. 
That  nation  and  her  courts  have  not  till  lately  in- 
sisted, with  any  hope  of  establishing,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples now  contended  for.  It  is  now  an  experi- 
ment only.  She  will  either  advance  or  recede, 
according  to  tbe  spirit  with  which  we  meet  her 
usurpations.  This  is  only  onje  step  in  the  ladder, 
and  (his  ladder  reaches  around  the  globe.  A  na- 
tion which  makes  convenience  and  power  the 
only  rule  of  right  and  justice,  will  find  no  end  to 
her  pretensions.  To-day  she  finds  it  convenient 
to  prohibit  our  earryiog  the  surplus  colonial  pro- 
duce in  our  markets  to  foreign  countries ;  to-mor- 
row she  will  find  it  convenient  to  prohibit  the  car- 
riage of  our  own  produce^  in  our  own  bottoms,  to 
foreign  markets ;  and  she  always  has  power  to  en- 
force the  dictates  of  her  convenience.  No,  sir,  I 
would  not  surrender  one  single  right  which  our 
interest  and  honor  call  upon  us  to  defend :  and 
more  especially,  if  by  receding  one  step,  we  jeopar- 
dize all  the  fair  features  of  our  commerce,  let  us 
boldljr  contend  for  every  vestige. 

This  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall  attempt  to  do,  by 
every  means  which  Qod  and  Nature  have  so 
abundantly  placed  in  our  power — means,  which, 
if  applied  with  firmness  and  energy,  will  doubt- 
less'produce  the  desired  eflect.  But  what  are  these 
means  is  the  q^uestion.  The  proposition  now  un- 
der consideration,  or  something  similar  in  prtnoi* 
pie,  meets^  I  am  told,  the  approbation  of  ourgreat- 
est  and  wisest  statesmen.  Those  in  this  House 
who  will  take  a  calm  survey  of  our  situation,  I 
am  strong  in  the  belief,  will  also  approve  this  mea- 
sure, or  one  not  much  unlike  it.  The  wisdom  and 
penetration  of  the  British  Cabinet  will  soon  per- 
ceive, that  such  a  measure,  if  adopted,  is  calcula- 
ted to  raise  up  among  them  at  home  and  in  the 
West  indies^  a  host  of  hungry  and  clamorous  ad- 
vocates for  rights,  and  they  will  soon  see  the  policy, 
if  not  the  necessity,  of  treating  us  with  justice. 
But  without  taking  some  step  which  discovers 
firmness  and  decision  on  our  part,  I  would  ask, 
what  privilege  we  can  expect  to  preserve,  except 
that  atone  wnich  is  seldom  denied  to  the  weak  and 
contemptible,  the  privilege  of  beinff  plundered  and 
insulted  without  reserve  ?  To  talk  of  offensive 
war  is  unnecessary,  it  is  childish.  The  weapons 
within  our  reach  are  not  at  present  warlike,  though 
capable  of  wounding  deeply.  Some^  however,  are 
of  opinion  that  this  measure  will  lead  to  war.  I 
think  differently.  Jt  will,  in  my  opinion,  preserve 
peace  and  our  commerce  at  the  swne  time^    We 


have  a  riffht  surely  to  say  to  aa^r  nalioa  that  in- 
jures and  offends  us,  that  we  will  stop  all  inter- 
course with  her^  until  she  consents  to  do  us  justice. 

But  this  proiect  is  to  lead  to  measores  of  de- 
fence, and  to  a  loss  of  revenue !  This  in  a  degree 
is  true.  And  with  those  who  weigh  natioaal 
rights  and  honor  in  the  same  scales  with  dollars 
and  cents^his  may  prove  an  insurmoantable  ob- 
jection, cut  I  have  calculated,  that  our  ports 
and  harbors  will  not  be  left  in  their  present  ex- 
posed situation, -even  though  this  measure  should 
not  be  adopted.  >  I  hope  at  any  rate  that  we  shall 
find  patriotism  enough  here  to  preserve  us  from 
this  national  disgrace.  As  to  a  loss  of  re  venae,  it 
will  be  but  temporary.  But  our  economical  sys- 
tem forbids  even  this  loss!  Shall  we  suffer  our- 
seves-to  be  eeduced  hy  this  plausible  and  popular, 
this  sacred  word  "  economy  ?"  I  love  economy 
as  much  as  aaybody :  But  let  us  remember  the 
object  of  this  measure.  Shall  we,  for  fear  of  los^ 
ing  a  few  millions  of  dollars  devoted  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  jeopardize  that  Sinking  Fund  itself  1 
Those  who  are  solicitious,  and  none  can  be  more 
solicitious  than  myself,  to  nay  the  national  debt, 
will  prove  themselves  willing,  I  hope,  to  pnrsoe 
the  means,  and  the  only  rational  means  of  doing 
it.  Let  economy  be  embraced  as  far  as  it  can 
be,  in  consonance  with  honor  and  safety.  This 
is  true  economy.  Another  sort  may  be  popular, 
but  I  pronounce  it  dangerous. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  entered  into  a  detailed 
account  at  the  loss  or  gain  of  revenue,  which 
will  follow  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  do  it  with  accuracy,  and, 
viewing  the  subject  as  I  have  done,  it  is  oaaeces- 
sarv.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  the  loss 
will  be  but  temfwrary.  and  «och  as  we  can  bear, 
and  that  the  gain  will  be  durable  and  honora- 
ble to  our  country.  With  respect  to  the  various 
resolutions  laid  upon  our  table,  relative  to  this 
subject.  I  have  some  difiicuUy  in  deciding  which 
I  woulu  prefer.  Those  which  affect  specific  arti- 
cles, by  laying  a  duty  upon  them,  are  not  clear 
of  difficulties.  You  cannot  make  a  selection  with- 
out materially  affecting  certain  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  resolution  now  under  discosssioa 
cuts  deep,  but  I  think  it  deserves  a  preference. 

It  is  unfortunate,  sir,  that  any  gentleman  opoa 
this  floor  should  attempt  to  raise  up  distinctions 
among  our  citizens,  or  to  hold  up  to  the  odium  of 
the  community  a  class  of  men  so  numerous  and 
respectable  as  that  of  our  merchants.  If  mer- 
cantile men  are  avaricious,  aa^ricuUural  gentle- 
men, I  take  it,  are  not  totally  destitute  of  greedi- 
ness. They  both  labor,  no  doubt,  to  preserve 
their  profits,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  himself  told  us,  the  other  day,  that  he 
had  not  yet  sold  his  tobacco. 

Mr.  MABTaaa. — I  shall  not  deny  that  Great 
Britaia  has  insulted  us  by  impressing  our  seamen, 
neither  shall  I  deny  that  that  nation  has  commit- 
ted wanton  aggressions  and  depredatioas  oa  oar 
commerce,  a^^  that  commerce  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected. That  the  resolution  under  consideratioa 
is  the  best  coufse  to  be  pursued  for  the  interest  of 
this  nation,  I  shall  conten4  agaiast. 
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Restnintt  and  prohiUtiotts  between  nations 
hare  always  arisen  from  two  circamstances — the 
fijsty  to  promotp  their  home  indostry  or  manufac* 
tores.    The  liberal  price  of  wages,  joined  with 
the  plenty  and  cheapness  of  land,  which  iadnces 
the  laborer  to  quit  his  employer  and  become  plan- 
ter or  farmer  himself,  who  rewards  whh  the 
same  liberality  which  induces  his  laborers  to  leave 
their  employment  for  tbe  same  reasons  as  the 
first:  therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  manufactores 
to  flourish  in  this  eoaptry  in  our  present  situa- 
tion* 

The  ease  in  most  other  countries  is  very  differ- 
enL  where  the  price  of  labor  is  low,  and  the  rent 
ana  the  profit  consume  the  wages  of  the  laborer, 
and  the  higher  order  of  people  oppress  the  inferior, 
which  I  hope  never  to  see  in  this  country. 

It  may  rationally  be  calculated  that  some  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  will  eventually  be- 
come manufacturing  States;  some  of  those  States 
are  nearly  filled  with  people,  and  many  indivi- 
duals have  large  capitals  employed  in  foreign 
commerce,  to  the  amount  in  many  instances  of  two 
and  three  nundred  thousand  dollars  each.  When 
peace  takes  place  in  Europe,  and  things  come 
down  to  their  natural  standard,  and  they  can  no 
longer  employ  that  capital  to  advantage  in  com- 
mercial speculations,  they  will  withdraw  the 
same  from  that  employment;  they  must  make 
use  of  thoftc  capitals  somewhere;  they  cannot 
vest  them  to  any  advantage  in  our  public  funds, 
bank  stock  or  other  corporations,  beyond  a  certain 
extent ;  they  therefore,  oy  the  aid  of  water-worlu 
and  machinery,  will  naturally  employ  those  cap- 
itals in  manuracturea,  and  I  trust  the  time  is 
not  many  years  distant.  That  is  not  now  the 
case,  and  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  present 
question  $  indeed  it  is  hardly  contended  that  the 
resolutioD  is  brought  forward  for  that  purpose ;  it 
most  tncvefore  be  brought  forward  for  some  other 
piirpose. 

The  other  circumstance,  which  gives  rise  to 
prohibitions  between  nations,  arises  from  the  vio- 
lence of  national  animosity,  which  generally  ends 
in  war.  This  circumstance  has  brought  this  reso- 
lution into  existence ;  the  preamble  speaks  war- 
like langiaage,  and  the  whole  taken  together  is 
a  prelude  to  war  with  a  nation  who  has  two 
hundred  8hip»K)f-the-line,  four  hundred  frigates, 
besides  gun-brigs  and  other  armed  vessels,  whoee 
revenue  is  between  forty  and  fifty  millions  ster- 
ling, who  can  go  to  war  with  us  without  any 
additional  expense  to  themselves,  who  will  sweep 
the  ocean  of  American  commerce,  amounting  to 
aearly  one  hundred  million  of  dollars.  What 
then  wiU  he  the  situation  of  your  carrying  tradel 
What  then  will  be  the  situation  of  your  com- 
merce and  your  country  1 

But  the  nonorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Cnowif  msBiBLo)  has  told  us  **  if  we  go 
to  war,  we  can  do  Great  Bnuin  the  most  injury." 
The  navigation  of  their  merchnfit  vessels  is  prin- 
cipally carried  on  under  con  voy .  Some  individu- 
als may  fit  out  a  few  privateers  and  capture  now 
tod  then  a  vessel,  and  put  some  prize,  money  in 
their  private  poeketi ;  it  eaanot  bo  of  any  ad  van* 


taga  to  the  nation,  which  will  groan  under  poverty 
and  distress. 

It  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  great  deliberation 
how  far  we  ought  to  adopt  the  present  resolution, 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  manu- 
factures. In  every  country  it  ever  was,  and  al- 
ways must  be,  the  mterest  of  the  g^eat  body  of  the 
people  to  buy  whatever  they  want,  of  those  who 
sell  it  cheapest.  We  cannot  procure  the  same 
articles  so  cheap  elsewhere;  even  should  the 
measure  not  involve  us  in  a  war,  prohibitions  and 
revenge  naturally  dictate  retaliation,  and  nationa 
seldom  fail  to  do  it.  The  honorable  mover  of  the 
resolution  (Mr.  Gnnoo)  asks  us,  ^  howjt  is  to  be 
inferred*  we  cannot  abide  by  and  execute  this 
system  V  It  is  to  be  inferred  trom  retaliation,  and 
observation  of  nations  who  have  preceded  us. 
When  France,  in  1667,  laid  discriminating  dutiea 
on  Hollaad,  the  Dutch  retaliated  by  the  prohibi- 
tion of  French  wines,  brandies,  and  the  like:  a 
war  followed,  and  the  peace  of  Nimeguea  regu- 
lated their  commercial  disputes.  About  that  time 
the  English  prohibited  the  importation  of  lace 
manufactured  in  Flanders;  the  (Government  of 
that  country,  which  was  then  under  the  dominion 
of  Spain,  immediately  retaliated  and  prohibited 
all  importation  of  English  woollens.  Boon  after 
this,  the  French  and  English  mutuallv  began  their 
heavy  duties  and  prohibitions,  ana  have  ever 
since  been  in  commercial  disputes,  quarrels,  and 
hostilities;  and  we,  with  our  eyes  open,  are  now 

foing  into  the  same  system.  The  same  honora- 
le  gentleman  has  also  said  it  would  attack  Great 
Britain  in  her  vitals,  in  her  manufactories  and 
warehouses.  It  seems  a  bad  method  of  compensa- 
ting injuries  done  to  us,  to  do  another  worse  in- 
Jury  to  ourselves,  which  I  believe  will  be  the 
case  by  adopting  the  present  resolution ;  it  wiU 
havea  natural  tendency  to  retaliation  and  revenge. 
It  is  very  problematical  whether  the  carrying 
trade  is  advantageous  to  this  nation.  Our  mer- 
chants in  that  employ  transporting  foreign  pro- 
duce from  Batavia  and  the  West  Indies  to  the 
United  States,  and  storing  the  cargoes  for  some 
time  in  warehouses  and  reshipping  the  same  to 
Holland,  the  Hanse  Towns,  Antwerp  in  French 
Flanders,  and  other  ports ;  and  in  some  instances 
taking  the  avails  of  those  cargoes,  and  proceeding 
to  China,  from  whence  they  return  with  teas;  in 
other  instances  proceed  to  Ensland  and  lay  out 
the  avails  in  British  goods;  and  then  making  cir- 
cuitous voyages  of  two  and  three  years,  with 
those  large  capitals  out  of  our  country,  and  be- 
fore they  can  release  those  cargoes  so  as  to  pur- 
chase our  domestic  produce. 

My  worthy  colleague  from  New  York,  who  has 
just  sat  down,  (Mr.  Williams,)  has  observed, 
^  that  commerce  is  essential  to  this  country,  and 
agriculture  naturally  goes  with  it;"  this  proposi- 
tion, taken  abstractcMily,!  shall  not  deny ;  and  then 
asks  us,  "where  is  the  revenue  to  support  Gov- 
ernment ?"  I  will  answer  that  gentleman,  by  ask- 
ing him  the  same  question.  Where  is  the  revenue 
to  support  Government,  wnen  nearly  one  half  of 
that  revenue  is  derived  from  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies  1    I  would  ask  that  gentlemaa 
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irbere  is  to  be  th«  itiarket  for  85,000,000  weight  of 
cotton  annuallf  exported,  (it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
they  will  not  retaliate  in  every  particular ;)  where 
ia  to  be  the  tnarlcet.  for  your  tobacco,  potashes, 
ftixseed,  prorisions,  and  other  domestic  produce, 
eltponed  frotn  this  country  to  Great  Britain,  the 
British  East  aiid  West  Indies,  and  Newfoundland, 
to  the  annual  value  of  between  20  and  9^0,000.000? 
Rely  on  it,  if  you  adopt  this  measure,  you  will  em- 
burrass  all  the  operations  of  Gtovernment.  all  the 
operations  of  the  community,  and  must  nave  re 
course  to  direct  taxation  on  the  farmer,  who  wilt 
be  unable  to  pay,  for  the  want  of  a  price  for  his 
produce ;  your  merchants  become  bankrupts  and 
ydu  distress  the  agrfculturists. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
TUnfa  has  further  observed,  '^it  will  be  such  a 
ahoek  upon  Great  Britain,  she  wSli  not  be  able  to 
endure  it,"  Let  that  gentleman  reflect  on  the 
wealth  and  maritime  power  of  that  country. 
Bver  iince  my  memory,  the  approachiuff  ruin  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  frequemly  foretold ;  after 
an  the  vain  attempts,  they  yet  regulate  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  I  must  confess  I  have  but 
little  faith  in  undertaking  c6mmereia1  regulations 
with  that  nation,  and  I  believe  we  shall  show  a  very 
pretty  figure  in  the  attempt,  and  be  obliged  to  re- 
cede with  disgrace,  and  I  cannot  vote  for  the  pres- 
ent resolution. 

Mr.  SMiUfi. — I  am  in  fhvor,  Mr.  Chairman,  of 
fhe  resolution  under  consideration;  ind  lest  it 
should  be  supposed  I  am  an  enthusiast  in  respect 
to  commt^rce,  and  deserve  to  be  classed  among 
that  desperate  order  of  men  called  merchants,  ac- 
cording to  the  representation  which  we  have  bad 
Yesterday  from  the  j^ntleman  from  Virginia,  I 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  abstract 
question,  whether  commerce  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  beneficial  in  its  relation  to  the  United 
Btates.  I  have  long  thought  that  there  is  an  es- 
sential difference  between  whst  is.  in  the  common 
language  of  the  world,  a  splendid,  and  great,  and 
a  happy  people.  I  have  been  led  to  think  that 
the  situation  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
separated  from  the  rest  m  the  world  by  an  ocean 
of  three  thousand  miles,  possessing  an  immense 
vegion  of  land,  having  full  enlployment  for  all  her 
people  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth — having, 
nom  the  variety  of  her  climate  and  the  differeiice 
o{  her  soil,  the  meaui  of  supplying  herself,  H6X 
only  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life  in  abundance, 
but  with  many  of  its  comforts,  aiid  eveii  some  of 
its  luxuries— from  these  considerations.  I  hav« 
been  led  to  think  it  had  been  happier  if  the  Ame- 
rican people,  when. they  became  an  independent 
nation,  had  found  themselves  without  conhnerce. 
and  had  still  remained  so.  Thus  circumstaneedj 
they  would  certainly  have  avoided  those  dangers 
which  flow  from  the  weakness  of  an  extended 
trade,  and  those  luxuries  which  have  hitherto 
proved  so  fatal  to  morals,  happiness,  and  liberty. 
In  my  opinion,  we  should  have  been  a  happier 
people  without  commerce.  Among  the  considera- 
tions which  have  induced  me  to  believe  that  this 
would  have  been  a  happy  state,  is,  that  we  should 
have  enjoyed  a  perfect  state  of  safety.   We  ahoiild 


not  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  coallieting 
with  foreign  nations ;  because  commerce,  and  com* 
fflerce  alone,  can  produce  those  conflicts.  I  have 
expressed  this  opinion,  to  show  that  i  have  not 
been  led  by  any  particular  attachment  to  ccmi- 
merce,  to  take^nat  part  Which  I  have  declared  I 
would  do  OA  the  present  occasMW.  But  what  was 
the  situation  of  the  AmeHcin  people  when  tWy 
first  found  themselves  a  nation  ?  And  what  are 
the  duties  imposed  upon  us  by  the  eomfket  we 
entered  intot  As  to  an^r  abstract  opinioits  we 
may  entertain  on  this  subject  they  ought  to  have 
nO  inflnence  here  upon  us.  I  stand  here  on  other 
ground,  and  dare  not  resist  the  dictates  of  dntr.  I 
was  astonished  yesterday  to  hear  it  mentioned  bv 
the  ffentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Randolph,) 
and  boldly  asserted,  referring  to  the  Constimdoii^ 
that  the  American  (Government  was  tmder  no 
obligatiou  to  protect  any  property  of  its  citixens 
one  foot  from  the  shore.  I  was  astonished  at  dus 
declaration,  because  I  could  see  to  what  it  went 
I  saw,  if  this  Was  the  opinion  of  the  Southern 
States,  where  it  would  end.  The  sitnatioa  of 
this  people,  when  they  became  a  nation,  was  this: 
The  Eastern  States  might  properlv  be  snid  to  be 
a  commercial  people,  as  they  lived  by  eommercet 
the  Middle  States  were  partly  commercial  and 
partly  agricultural ;  the  Southern  States,  properly 
speaking.  Were  agricultufal.  This  opposition  of 
character  must  have  created  ^reat  difficulty  in 
forming  the  Constitution,  and,  m  truth,  this  and 
other  points  threw  gretat  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
its  formation.  But  a  spirit  of  concession  over- 
came all  difficulties.  Is  it,  however,  to  be  be* 
lieved,  that  the  Eastern  States,  proneriy  eommei^ 
cii^l,  or  the  Middle,  partaking  equally  of  the  com- 
inercial  and  agricultural  character,  would  have 
united  with  the  Southern  States,  if  they  had  been 
told  thht  commerce  was  to  receive  no  protection  f 
No,  sir,  it  cannot  be  believed.  But  I  take  higher 
ground — the  compact  itself,  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Yirgfoia.  Let  us  ezamiae  the 
powers  vested  in  Congress  under  this  cott^et,nnd 
decide  whether  commerce  wns,  or  Was  not  intended 
to  be  protected.  If  there  was  nothing  speeifle  in 
the^e  powers,  the  first  page  would  show  the  inten- 
tion  01  its  ffamers.   **  we,  the  people  of  the  Uni*- 

*  ted  States,  in  order  tt>  form  s  more  perfect  nniott, 

*  establish  justice.  Injure  domestic  tranqnilUtf. 
'  provide  for  the  common  defotee,  promote  the 
'  general  welfare,"  Ac.  If  We  go  en  to  the  teadi 
page,  we  shall  there  find  thfc  power  given  to  Con- 
gress, ^  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy.''  Is  the 
protection  of  commerce  contemplated  hen,  or  is 
It  not  1  In  other  pnrts  6f  the  instrument,  we  per- 
ceive the  power  to  regulate  commerce  vested  id 
Congress.  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  that  the 
power  of  establishing  a  navy  can  be  exeroised  in* 
dependent  df  cdmmercet  Every  man  of  com- 
mon sense  knows  that  a  navy  cannot  even  exist 
without  it 

Having  sufficiently  esttiblisbed  the  right  of  com- 
merce to  protection  under  under  the  Constitution, 
I  come  now  to  consider  the  resolution  tinder  con- 
bideration.  We  find  our  rights  invaded  by  foreign 
nations,  and  an  attack  made  by  one  nntiOB  on  our 
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•ctnyiDg  irnde,  which,  ia  my  opioioo,  eaoAQt  be 
warranted  by  the  law  of  nations.    I  shall  not  coa- 
descend  to  argue  this  point.    I  belieye  it  to  be  a 
lawful  trade,  let  vhoever  may  deny  it.    I  hare 
taken  some  pains  to  make  myself  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  by  reading  several  treatises  upop  it ; 
and,  ooiwitbetaBding  the  Qontempt  with  which  a 
certain  book  was  yesterday  treated  by  the -gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  I  will  venture  to  pcedict  tba^ 
when  the  mortal  part  of  that  gentleman  and  my- 
self shall  be  in  ashes,  the  author  of  that  work  will 
be  considered  a  great  man.  Nor  do  I  judg^  in  this 
exclusively  from  my  own  opinion.  Iwt  from  the 
opinions  of  a^en  of  distinguished  talents,  from,  dif- 
£ereQl  and  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  who  all 
concur  in  saving  that  the  writer  has  conclusivelv 
established  the  principle  he  contends  for.  Indeed 
I  could  not  have  believed,  had  I  not  heard  it,  that 
a  Representative  of  the  American  people,  in  th^ 
face  af  the  Legislature,  would  have  relinquished 
ao  precious  a  principle !    But  there  was  a  curious 
feature  in  all  the.  luminous  discoveries  yesterday 
disclosed  to  us  by  the.  gentleman  (kom  Virginia, 
in  which  he  strictly  obs^ved  the  rule  of  the  rheto- 
riciatt'-*where  a  point  could  not  be  justified,  to  get 
over  it  as  well  aa  he  Qouid.    On  the  impressment 
of  our  aeameoi  he  s^^id  nothing.    He  knew  that 
the  Ainerican  feelings  would  not  hear  itr    Whee 
I  think  of  what  is  called  th^  carrying  trade,  I  cou* 
aider  it  a  small  evil  compared  to  this.  It  W  been 
compared  to  Alg^rine  slarery,  but  it  is  worse. 
What  is  this  impressment?     x  pur  aitizens  are 
^^ia^d  by  the  hand  of  vidL^aoe.  and  if  they  vefuM 
to  figbt  the  baules  of  those  who  thus  lay  iriolent 
bands  upon  them,  you  see  them  hanging  at  the 
yard-atm.    In  the  Ufst  pUce,  they  are  obliged  to 
expose  thek  persons  to  murder,  in  fightins  the  bat- 
tles of  1^  nation  to  which  they  owe  no  allegiance* 
Thev  areobliged  tocoounit  murder,  (or  it  is  murder 
to  take  away  th^  life  of  a  man  who  has  given  us  no 
oflence,  at  the  sao^ae  time  that  they  expoae  their 
own  persons  to  the  comAsission  of  muf der.    This 
is  the  true  point  of  light  in'which  I  have  alwiiys 
consid^ered  this  horrid  and  barbarous  act,  for  which, 
i^49ed,  I  cannot  find  Ungu^e  sufficiently  strong 
tQ  express  th^  indignation  I  feel.  This  is  the  situ- 
ation of  otu  eounxry.    Our  commi?Ree  depredated 
upoii  ia  everv  9e%  o^ir  citizens  dragged,  fron)  their 
homes,  and  qespoiled  of  all  they  h^d  dear.    We 
are  tpld  we  are  not  to  mind  these  things — th^t  the 
nation  who  commits  the  ouirag^  is  a,  powerful 
nation*   But  really,  as  an  AmetioaA,  I  cannpt  feel 
the  force  of  this  observation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virgjj^i^  yesterday  as- 
sumed it  as  a  principle,  and  Uie  whole  of  his  ar- 
gument turned  on  it,  that  this  is  a  war  measure, 
and  that  its  friends  are  for  going  to  war.  Were 
I  satisfied  with  the  truth  of  this  remark,  I  should 
change  my  mind  with  regard  to  the  resolution. 
Bat  IS  it  a  war  measure  ?  I  believe  the  same  du- 
ties and  obi  i^tioas  exist  between  nations  es  be- 
tween individuals  in  a  state  of  nature.  If  my 
neighbor  treats  me  with  injusdee,  I  have  a  ci^ht 
to  decline  all  intercoiirse  with  him,  without  giv- 
ing him  a  right  to  ki^ock  me  down*  If  we  deem 
itgur  intf^rest  not  tp  trade,  with  %  pf^ticuhir  Aa- 


tton,  have  we  not  a  right  to  lay  soT^a.  D%tioB 
with  whom  we  have  no  commercial  treaty,  aad 
towards  whom,  therefore,  in  regard  to  trade,  wo 
have  a  right  to  act  as  we  please  ?  If  a  commas 
cial  treaty  existed  between  us,  it  would  be  oar 
dutv  to  observe  it ;  but,  without  one.  we  have  aa 
unooubted  right  to  say  whether  we  nave  or  have 
not  a  use  for  her  productions.  If,  then,  this  be  a 
peace  measure,  why  treat  it  as  )i  war  measure f 
But  it  is  said  tnat  it  will  lead  to  war.  Britain  is 
said  to  be  a  great  nation,  high  spirited,  and  proud, 
and  therefore  we  must  not  take  this  step  for  fear 
of  the  consequences.  Trace  this  argument — see 
where  it  leads  us.  It  leads  us  to  this :  That,  witb 
a  powerful  nation,  we  must  on  ao  itccount  what- 
ever quarrel,  though  she  mfiy  commit  evex  ap 
mai^y  aggressions  on  our  right.  No,  we  must  no|^ 
let  bier  go  whatever  Imftk  she  may,  un^il,  on  t)u# 
same  principle  we  shalT  b^  called  upon  to  4itf ceor 
del  our  independence,  because  we  have  to  del} 
with  a  powerful  natioa  1  If  we  do  qaI  make  a 
stand  now  a^nst  ker  aggressions,  when  or  wheie 
shall  we  do  It  ?  But  one  idiemaiive  will  remaia 
— to  bend  our  necks,  to  Cfouch  beneath  the  tynuaL 
to  submit  without  mstmur  to  her  insolence  ana 
injustice. 

It  is  surprising  to  me  to  see  this  resohitioit 
scouted  by  gentlemen,  when  this  same  meesure 
has  ever  oeen  considered  as  the  most  proper  in- 
strument with  which  to  contend  with  Qreai  Brit- 
ain. If  we,  look  back  to  the  times  of  the  stamp 
act,  we  will  see  that  this  was  then  the  opiniga 
of  the  American  people.  VolunjtarQy  associalioj^ 
themselves  together,  they  cheerfully  and  unheal- 
tatiogly,  as  the  means  of^  obtaining  redress,  reUn- 
quished  the  luxuries,  and  even  the  necessaries  of 
life  drawn  from  Great  Britain.  These  associa- 
tions were  voluntary,  as,  from  the  situation  of 
the  colonies,  they  coiud  not  be  otherwise.  And  it 
is  remarkable  that  Qreat.  Britain  did  not  consider 
this  a  cause  of  war,  though  the  people  of  this 
country  were  then  her  subjects.  Coming  down  to 
Uter  times,  and  approaching  the  period  of  our  na- 
tional independence,  the  same  measure  was  resort^ 
ed  to,  and  considered  an  effectual  expedient  to  ob- 
tain redress  of  our  grievances.  In  1776,  what  wa9 
the  sei^se  of  the  people  of  England  on  this  subject  1 
and  how  did  they  feel  the  effects  of  the  nou-intr 
portation  agreement  of  the  colonists  1  Let  tb^etp^ 
speak  for  themselves. 

'^  There  «csca»  ww  ever  any  afiair  debated  in  a  Brit- 
ish Parliament  in  which  the  public  thought  tbenMelvae 
more  deeply  interested*  or  for  the  resist  o£  which  the/ 
felt  a  more  impatient  anxietv  than  the  present,  lyor  wan 
the  rest  of  Corope,  especially  the  confunerrjal  psj^  iur 
attentive  to  the  event. 

**  The  second  speech  from  the  thn>ne»  as  wel|  as  th^ 
first,  pointed  out  the  American  affairs  to  the  Parlia- 
ment as  the  principal  object  ot  its  deliberations:  both 
Houses,  by  their  addresses,  showed  that  they  looked 
upon  them  in  the  same  important  light 

^  Petitions  were  received  fW>m  the  merchants  of  hon^ 
don,  Bristol,  Lanoaster,  Liverpool,  Hull,  Glasgow,  dbc, 
and,  indeed,  Icom  most  of  the  trading  and  manuiictuw 
ing  towns  and  boroughs  hi  the  Kingdom.  In  theae 
pactions,  they  set  fbcth  the  great  decay  of  llMir  trader 
owing  lo  the  new  lawaand  »iplntifne  mads  Ac  i^no* 
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lica.  Th6  vast  quantity  of  our  manu&ctores,  (beides 
tkose  articles  imported  pom  abroad,  which  were  pur- 
chased either  with  our  own  maUn&ctures,  or  with  the 
produce  of  our  colonies,)  which  the  American  trade 
Ibnnerly  todL  off  our  hands ;  by  all  which,  many  thou- 
sand manufticturers,  seamen,  and  laborers,  had  been 
employed,  to  the  Teiy  great  and  increasing  benefit  of 
the  nation.  That,  in  return  lor  tiiese  exports,  the  peti- 
tioners had  received  from  the  colonies,  rice,  indigo,  to- 
bacco, naval  stores,  oil,  whale  fins,  fuza,  and  lately  pot- 
ash, with  other  staple  commodities,  besides  a  large  bal- 
ance in  remittances,  by  bills  of  exchange  and  bullion, 
obtained  by  the  colonists  for  articles  of  their  produce, 
not  required  for  British  market,  and  therefiire  exported 
to  other  places. 

**  That,  from  the  nature  of  this  trade,  consisting  of 
British  manufactures  exported,  «nd  of  the  import  of  raw 
materials  from  America,  many  of  them  used  in  our 
manufrictures,  and  all  of  them  tending  to  lessen  our  de- 
pendence on  neighboring  States,  it  must  be  deemed  of 
tiie  highest  importance  in  the  commercial  system  of 
tills  nation,  that  this  commerce,  so  beneficial  to  the 
State,  and  so  neoeasary  for  the  support  of  multitudes, 
Aen  lay  under  such  difficulties  and  discouragements, 
that  nothing  less  than  i|s  utter  ruin  was  appnhended, 
without  the  immediate  inteipoaition  of  Parluonent*" 

'*  At  the  conclusion  of  our  last  volume,  we  saw  the 
nation  involved  in  the  most  distrewfiii  circumstances 
that  could  well  be  imagined ;  our  manufactures  at  a 
stand,  commerce  almost  totally  annihilated,  provisions 
extravagantly  dear,  and  a  numerous  populace  unem- 
ployed, without  the  means  of  procuring  a  livelihood. 
Buch,  and  so  gloomy,  was  the  prospect  that  opened  at 
home." — Vol.  ix.  Ann.  Beg. 

Down  to  the  begionioff  of  the  American  war, 
this  was  uniformly  coDsioered  as  the  most  power- 
ful instrument  in  our  hands  to  oblige  Britain  to 
do  us  justice.  Since  that  time,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  same  sentilbent  has  been  expressed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 
By  a  recurrence  to  the  Journals  it  will  be  seen 
that,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1794,  this  resolution  was 
adopted : 

«  WhereoB,  The  injuries  which  have  been  sufiered, 
and  may  be  sufiered,  by  the  United  States,  firom  viola- 
tions committed  by  Great  Britain,  on  their  neutral 
rights  and  oommeraal  interests,  as  well  as  fit>m  her 
faUure  to  execute  the  seventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  render  it  expedient  for  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  the  commercial  intercourae  between  the 
two  countriea  should  not  continue  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  extent  at  present  allowed : 

«  Raohed,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  No- 
"vember  next,  ail  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
any  other  nation,  so  frir  as  the  same  respects  articles  of 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
shall  be  prohibited." 

This  resolution  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  I  find  there  were  for  it  58  yeas,  and  against  it 
38  nays.  Among  those  who  voted  in  favor  of  it, 
I  find  my  own  name,  associated  with,  the  names 
of  men  with  whom  it  has  always  been  my  pride 
and  pleasure  tp  act.  And  among  these,  I  nnd  the 
name  of  a  Madison,  a  Baldwin,  a  Nicholas,  a  Clark, 
a  Venahle.  a  Blount,  and  a  Macon.  It  will  be  eeen, 
too,  that  ttiia  lesoiation  went  much  farther  than 


that  which  is  now  proposed^^-that  it  went  to  the 
length  of  prohibiting  all  intercourse,  while  the  pre- 
sent resolution  is  confined  to  prohibitiog  imports^ 
and  does  not  apply  at  all  to  onr  exporta. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  measure  ^ipon 
the  revenue,  I  believe  it  will  have  auch  an  effect, 
to  a  certain  degree,  but  I  am  far  from  beiieving  it 
will  be  to  the  amount  talked  of.  I  hare  no  doubt 
that  we  will  obtain  from  other  eonptries  what  will 
suffice  for  our  wants,  without  applying  to  Great 
Britain.  But  suppose  there  should  be  a  greater 
deficiency  in  onr  revenue,  and  suppose  we  shaM 
not  get  irom  other  countries  all  the  articles  we 
want ;  are  we  to  compare  these  privations  with 
the  sacrifice  of  our  rights  as  a  nation  1  I,  for  one, 
am  of  the  opinion,  that  if  we  were  not  to  consome 
half  the  kzuries,  and  many  of  the  oonTenicnces 
at  present  imported,  we  should  be  as  happy  as  we 
now  are.  This  would  hare  one  excellent  efiieet — 
it  would  reyive  that  spirit  of  industry  which  out 
large  importations,  so  far  as  relates  to  family  man- 
ufactures, have  almost  annihilated.  I  cannot  see 
what  is  to  prevent  every  fataiily  among  ns  mano- 
fkcturing  what  is  necessary  for  their  own  wear. 
It  is  true,  we  might  want  the  fine  clothes  we  wear, 
and  oar  wives  be  deprived  of  their  silk  gowns, 
but  would  this  diminish  our  happiness  ?  Are  such 
privations  to  be  put  into  competition  with  tlie  pres- 
ervation of  our  rights  ?  I  hope  there  sttU  remains 
too  much  of  that  ancient  virtue  which  once  glowed 
in  the  American  breast  to  consider  this  as  an  eviL 
I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  surprised  yesterday, 
to  hear  my  colleague,  (Mr.  J.  Clat,}  eomiag  from 
one  of  the  first  commercial  cities  in  the  Union, 
expressing  his  despair  of  the  virtue  of  the  Ameri- 
can people-— expressing  the  opinion  that  our  peo- 
ple could  not  hold  out  six  or  eight  months  against 
such  a  measure.  Is  it  possible  that  such  an  idea 
can  be  correct?  Is  it  possible  that  a  few  years 
have  wrought  such  a  change  in  the  character  of  a 
people  famed  for  their  virtue,  and  distinguished  for 
the  sacrifices  they  have  made?  Is  it  possiUe  that 
luxury  has  made  such  inroads  upon  us,  that  all 
our  ancient  virtue  is  gone  ?  I,  for  one,  cannot  but 
believe,  that,  if  the  American  people  are  plac^ 
in  the  same  situation,  they  will  not  shrink  from 
danger.  I  shall  be  reluctantly  obliged  to  bdieve 
80.  I  thiok  better  of  them.  I  have  seen  them 
true  to  themselves  in  worse  times  than  these^and 
I  never  have  yet  seen  them,  in  any  times,  flinch 
from  a  performance  of  their  duty. 

Another  expression  of  my  colleague  also  soi^ 
prised  me.  He  said  this  measure  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  every  man,  justify  retaliation.  *  This  is 
pronouncing  it  a  war  measure^  unless  by  retalia- 
tion he  means  commercial  retaliation.  If  he  means 
retaliation  by  means  of  fleets  and  armies,  it  is  a 
most  stranj^e  opinion^  as  there  is  not  a  feature  in 
t)ie  resolution  that  points  to  war. 

In  order  to  cret  rid  of  the  effect  of  the  opioion 
expressed  by  the  Legislature  in  1794,  the  gentle- 
man assigns  a  most  extraordinary  reason.  He 
tells  you  at  that  time  there  was  such  an  enthusi- 
asm and  attachment  to  the  French  nation,  that  the 
American  people  were  ready  to  draw  their  swords 
in  her  favor.    I  am  sare,  however,  that,  by  a  ret- 
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rospect  of  the  opiDions  which  at  that  time  pre- 
vailed ia  the  citv,  wliere  that  gentleman  as  well 
as  myself  resided,  he  will  p^ceive  the  incorrect- 
ness of  his  remark.  I  never  jet  met  with  any  man 
who  thought  we  would  be  justified  in  interfering 
in  the  contest  of  France  with  the  despots  of  Eu- 
rope. The  enthusiasm  felt  for  France  fwell  re- 
member. We  considered  her  as  contending  for 
the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  our  wishes  were 
ardent  for  her  success.  Another  circunxstance 
heightened  these  feelings :  we  recollected  the  ser- 
vices she  had  rendered  us  in  times  of  distress.  But, 
with  regard  to  entering  into  the  war  in  her  favor, 
I  never  knew  a  man,  who  I  could  say  was  in  his 
senses,  for  it.  This,  therefore,  could  have  no  effect 
in  carrying  the  resolution  I  have  just  read. 

The  gentleman  frotQ  Virginia  has  told  us,  that, 
in  adopting  this  measure,  we  shall  be  goaded  by 
commercial  interest  into  a  contest  with  Britain  on 
the  seas.  For  one,  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  war. 
I  view  this  measure  as  a  peaceable  measure,  and 
entertain  great  hopes  that  it  will  have  the  effect 
we  wish.  When  we  consider  the  situation  of  Brit- 
ain, we  may  be  confident  that  she  will  not  wish 
to  increase  the  number  of  her  enemies,  and  it  will 
surely  be  good  policy  in  her  to  avoid  taking  that 
ground  which  will  {lave  this  effact. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  tells  usthat 
the  situation  of  England  is  different  from  what  it 
was  in  1793.  Agreed ;  but  that,  change  is  in  our 
favor.  Great  Britain  has  at  present  her  hands  so 
full,  that  she  will  not  wish  to  Increase  her  ene- 
mies. The  events  of  thepresent  contest  are  ex- 
tremely uncertain.  If  the  Emperor  of  France  shall 
prove  successful,  and  make  a  peace  jon  the  conti- 
nent, to  the  exclusion  of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
undoubtedly  shut  out  British  manufactures  from 
every  part  of  Europe.  The  present,  therefore,  is 
the  most  favorable  time  for  pursuing  our  measures. 

The  gentleman  also  inquires,  what  will  Eng- 
land say  of  our  conduct  to  Spain  ?  He  laments 
that  his  lips  on  this  subject  are  closed.  I  too  la- 
ment that  mine  are  closed.  I  wish  to  God  that 
every  word  said  while  our  doors  were  closed,  and 
that  every  measure  entered  into,  were  known  to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  America.  I  shall 
not  on  this  occasion  say  more,  but  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  gentle- 
man's statements  will  be  rectified  by  a  complete 
disclosure. 

The  same  gentleman  has  avowed  his  hostility 
to  a  certain  nation,  and  he  is  wilting  to  go  to  war 
with  her,  because  ne  considers  her  feeble,  and  be- 
cause she  has  been  guilt j  of  aggressions  on  our 
rights.  Mighty  aggression !  Which  is  nothing 
more  than  what  happened  the  other  day  at  De- 
troit, where  certain  JBritish  officers  seized  a  man, 
with  the  view  of  carrying  him  over  the  line.  1 
hope  such  trivial  things,  the  offspring  of  accident 
or  personal  resentment,  will  never  be  considered 
by  us  cause  of  war.  I  nope  the  American  people 
will  never  so  to  war  when  the^  can  avoid  it  with- 
out a  sacrifice  of  honor  or  justice.  For  my  part 
I  cannot  see  what  this  measure  has  lo  do  with 
our  afiairs  with  Si)ain.  Have  we  not  a  right  to 
manage  those  affairs  independent  of  England  ? 


Have  we  got  to  this,  that  we  are  to  consider  En* 
gland  as  a  party  to  our  transactions  with  other 
nations  ?  In  our  afiairs  with  Spain,  we  are  doing 
England  no  injury,  and  she  has  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  exercise  of  our  rights  as  an  inde* 
pendent  nation. 

The  eentleman  asks  will  it  be  politic  to  strength* 
en  the  nands  of  France,  to  invigorate  the  power 
that  threatens  the  subiugation  ofthe  world  ?  How 
this  topic  has  been  brought  into  view,  I  cannot 
tell.  I  have  no  predilection  to  France.  I  have 
no  attachment  to  any  countrjr  but  the  one  in  which 
I  live<  I  am  willing  to  do  justice  to  all  nations, 
and  to  require  it  from  all.  But  suppose  Bonaparte 
should  succeed  in  the  conquest  of  Europe  7  It 
will  be  a  long  time  before  it  can  be  effected ;  andS 
if  effected,  it  will  be  found  that  a  fleet  is  not  the; 
work  of  a  day*  It  will  be  found  to  be  the  work  of 
years,  and  years  of  peace  too,  before  he  can  pos* 
sess  sufficient  ships  and  seamen  to  destroy  the 
British  navy.  And  what  are  the  dreadful  terrors 
ofthe  French  Government?  There  appears  at 
the  head  of  her  afiairs  a  man  who  transcends  iir 
talents  and  ambition  the  other  potentates  of  Eu- 
rope. But  is  there  anything  permanent  in  this  1 
Much;  everything  may  depend  on  hb  brittle  life. 
On  his  fall,  she  may  become  as  feeble  as  she  ever 
was  before.  The  nation  we  ought  to  fear,  accord- 
ing to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  is  not  that 
whieh  has  the  actual  command  of  tne  sea.  No, 
the  gentleman  is  not  afraid  of  her,  but  of  the  na- 
tion  which  may  have  the  command  of  it  hereaf- 
ter. I  should  re^et  to  see  any  nation  of  Europe 
blotted,  out  of  existence.  I  hope  that  Bonaparte 
will  never  conquer  England,  or  England  conquer 
France.  But  I  cannot  attach  muen  importance 
to  distant)  while  I  am  menaced  by  present  dan- 
gers. 

The  gentleman  has  also  portrayed  the  great 
danger  to  the  Constitution  from  war.  I  agree 
with  him.  I  too  deprecate  war.  I  consider  it  one 
of  the  worst  evils  that  can  befall  mankind.  But 
as  I  have  already  shown  that  this  is  not  a  war^ 
but  a  peace  measure,  his  remarks  do  not  applv. 
I  know  that  war  is  attended  bv  numerous  evils, 
that  it  not  only  exhausts  our  blood  and  treasurei 
but  that  it  has  a  still  more  fatal  effect  on  our  man« 
Still  am  I  not  willioff  to  prostrate  the  dig- 


ners. 


nity,  the  interest,  i^nd  the  honor  of  my  countryj 
even  if  war  should  be  the  consequence. 

Thegentleman  has  also  sounded  an  alarm  among 
08  because  this  is  not  a  measure  of  the  Cabinet. 
That  gentleman,  however,  knows  full  well  that  any 
member  on  this  floor,  without  even  consulting 
any  of  his  fellow  members,  much  less  the  Cabinet, 
has  a  rigfht  to  bring  forward  any  resolution  he 
pleases.  But  he  said  at  the  same  time  there  was 
no  Cabinet.  How  then  could  he  expect  us  to  con- 
sult the  Cabinet,  when  no  such  thing  exists  ?  My 
friend,  who  offered  this  resolution,  showed  it  to 
me  before  he  presented  it.  I  concurred  in  it,  and 
I  now  advocate  it,  because  I  think  it  right,  and 
the  gentleman  will'  not  deny  that  every  gentle** 
man  on  this  floor  has  equal  rights. 

The  gentleman  has  also  told  us  that  France  in 
1793  was  doing  what  England  now  does,  that  she 
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was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world.  For  my 
part  I  do  not  believe  the  world  is  indebted  to  either 
of  those  nations,  much  less  do  I  believe  that  we 
are.  But  this  same  England  can  do  wonders; 
and  it  seems  we  are  not  to  contend  for  our  rights 
with  her,  lest  she  should  get  out  of  humor  with 
us.  I  know  the  power  of  the  En&^lish  fleet,  and  I 
know  we  cannot  contend  with  Tt.  Debauched, 
however,  as  her  Government  is,  I  do  not  believe 
she  will  go  to  war  with  us;  but  if  she  does  not,  it 
will  not  be  owin^  to  the  caution  we  have  observed 
in  discussing  this  subject.  Of  this  nation,  thus 
represented  as  JBghti og  the  battles  of  the  world.  I 
may  perhaps  have  formed  a  wrong  opinion,  in  tne 
estimate  I  have  formed  of  her  humanity  lind  jus- 
tice. Qo  to  the  East  Indies ;  throw  your  eves  on 
AfVica ;  look  back  on  the  American  Revolution, 
and  talk  of  her  humanity  !  '  Applaud  her  for  jus- 
tice, when  there  is  not  a  nation  on  earth  at  this 
day  so  much  disposed  to  be  hostile  to  us!  Sir, 
ahe  will  never  forgive  us  for  having  achieved  our 
independence,  ner  hostility  is  invigorated  by 
ittother  circumstance.  She' is  the  first  trading 
l^atioti  in  the  world — we  are  the  second.  We  in- 
terfere with  her  aggrandizement,  and  she  has  de- 
termined to  crush  us.  She  is  proceeding  step  by 
step  in  the  work'of  destruction,  and  if  we  are  so 
pujiillanimous  as  to  submrt,  she  will  push  on  to 
our  ruin  and  disgrace.  The  gentleman  has  told 
OS  that  if  we  aid  an^  Power,  in  her  efiforts  to  de- 
stroy Britain, we  shaliendanger ourselves.  Indeed, 
sir,  so  many  evidences  of  the  friendship  of  this 
nhtion  are  brought  before  us,  that  it  only  Wants  ex- 
p^Tience  to  believe  them. 

Wear6  told  by  the  same  gentleman,  that  France 
win  do  ti9  thehonor  only  to  make  us  toe  last  nation 
she  devours.  Why  all  this  clamor  about  France, 
^en  she  Is  not  injuring  us,  while  we  are  so  tame 
to  other  nations  who  are  violating  our  deai^est 
riffhts  ?  I  trust  we  shall  know  how  to  respect  our- 
selveii  with  whatever  nation  we  have  to  deal,  and 
if  France  acts  to  us  as  England  has  done^that  we 
Will  treat  her  as  We  are  now  for  treating  Ehglapd. 
Bat  ti)i  this  time  arrives  these  remarks  are  mis- 
apblied. 

1  i;ome  now  to  reply  to  one  thing  said  by  the 

fenttenaan  from  Virginia,  which  I  am  very  sorry 
am  under  the  necessity  of  doinff .  The  fate  of 
this  country  is  placed  in  irresponsibTe  hands.  Tom, 
Diek^and  Harry,  ought  to  be  put  into  straight  waist- 
eoats !  Whether  this  language  is  consistent  with 
fbe  respect  due  to  this  House,  or  to  this  nation,  1 
l^ve  the  gentleman  to  judge  for  himself.  I  will 
grant  that  that  gentleman  has  a  right  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  opmion  on  all  political  subjects.  I 
will  even  allow  that  he  has  a  mind  more  luminous 
thin  belongs  to  most  men.  But  I  will  also  say, 
that  the  rights  which  he  claims  for  himself  he 
ought  to  allow  to  his  fellow  members.  If  I  en- 
tertain an  opinion  which  is  wrong,  and  any  man 
can  eonvince  me  it  is  so,  I  am  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge it;  but  how  copies  the  gentleman  to  repre- 
sent all  the  members  on  this  floor  as  a  set  of  fools  ? 
Wliy,sir,ifl  wereto  pretend  tosaythatJohn  Locke 
was  a  fool,  that  Milton  was  a  bad  poet,  that  Bacon 
Was  a  miserable  lawyer,  whatever  my  intention 


might  be,  I  should  not  derogate  from  their  charac* 
ters.    I  believe  this  will  oe  the  case  with    the 
members  of  this  Hoase,  and  that  the  character  of 
no  man  in  it  will  be  afiected  by  his  charge.     I  can 
look  through  this  body  and  see  many  of  my  fel- 
low members,  whose  voice  is  never  heard  on  this 
floor,  on  whose  judgment  I  can  place  as  high  a 
reliance,  as  on  those  whose  talents  are  the  most 
conspicuously  displayed.  I  beg  the  Committee  will 
excuse  me  for  the  large  portion  of  their  tioie  I 
have  consumed  on  points  so  little  connected  with 
(he  question  under  consideratioi^.    I  will  conclude 
what  t  have  at  present  to  say,  reserving  to  myself 
the  right  of  nnaking  some  addjtional  reojiarks  be- 
fore the  question  is  taken. 

Mr.  John  R'ANDOLrn. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  did 
expect,  on  coming  into  the  House  this  moroio^, 
that  the  friends  of  the  resolution  unde^  discusstoa 
would  have  brought  forward  some  arguments  to 
show  (what  they  nad  studiousljr  avoided)  that  tlie 
ability  to  coerce  Great  Britain  is  within  the  com- 
pass of  this  nation's  power ;  that  this  power  ought 
now  to  be  exerted,  and  that  the  proposed  measure 
is  equal  to  the  desired  efiecL  It  behooves  them 
to  demonstrate  all  this^  before  they  ask  for  ouc 
support.  I  did  not  come  down  to  the  House  with 
the  expectation  of  listening  to  a  gross  misrepresent- 
ation of  my  expressions  yesterdav,  loose  and  desul- 
tory as  I  allow  them  to  have  Veen;  much  less 
was  I  prepared  to  hear  such  misrepresentations 
from  the  Ujjs  of  aged  men,  whom  I  nave  treated 
with  invariable  and  guarded  respect;  between 
whom  and  myself  there  has  long  existed  a  politi- 
cal friendship— real,  on  n^y  part,  apparent  on 
theirs.  I  did  not,  indeed,  expeet  to  hear  particu- 
lar expressions,  used  by  me  in  the  ardor  of  debate, 
broken  and  culled  from  their  connecting  mem- 
bers, knd  mutilated  and  tortured  into  meanings 
which  cold-blooded  malice  alone  could  have  de- 
vised. Sir,  in  this  way  of  proceeding  ^ithout 
intending  a^y  profane  comparison^  the  Bible  it- 
self may  be  made  to  preach  atheism^  to  declare 
that  there  is  no  God.  "  The  fool  saith  in  his  heart 
there  is  no  God."  'Taken  together,  it  is  inspired 
wisdom ;  dismember  it,  it  is  impiety. 

It  has  not  been  denied,  by  any  member  on  this 
floor,  that  the  carrying  trade,  that  the  commerce 
and  navijontion  of  these  States,  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected. The  only  question  is  qito  modo  7  Uave 
you  the  ability  to  protect  them  by  war,  and  are 
thev  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  the  expense  of 
sucn  protection?  We  say  no;  they  cannot  pay 
for  so  dear  a  defence,  rich  as  they  may  be.  But, 
above  all,  they  cannot  repay  us  for  the  loss  of  oor 
Constitution.  It  is  above  all  price.  We  go  fur- 
ther— we  affirm  that  trade  is  now  protected  by 
the  most  efficient  means  within  our  power — by 
discriminating  duties,  laid  by  the  votes  of  Sooib- 
ern  men ;  ana  yet.  sir,  we  are  threatened  with 
schism,  with  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  if  we  do  DOt 
adopt  particular  systems,  devised  by  chance,  be- 
gotten of  ignorance  or  imbecility.  Are  these  the 
mild  and  conciliatory  i)lans  and  ideas  of  which 
gentlemen  boast  1  Is  this  mildness  ?  Is  this  con- 
ciliation? Is  this  peace?  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  Smiliii,)  with  a  face  of  won- 
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droQs  imporugsce,  t^s  you  that|  by  the  Cposii- 
tutiooy  we  baye  power  ^o  raise  ant)  maiataia  ar- 
mies, to  build  and  fquip  aaviea ;  from  which  he 
draws  the  iafeseoce  that  (under  whatever  circum- 
stances, I  suppose)  we  must  actually  do  what  the 
Constitution  allows.  And  yet,  that  gentleman,  in 
former  ticpes,  voted  with  us  «je:ainst  armies  and 
navies  I  Let  him  justify  himself^  if  he  can,  upoji 
his  new  pfinciple^.  I  repeat  it ;  if  the  unjust  ag* 
gressions  of  a  foreign  nation)  if  indigAity  and  in- 
sult abroad,  are  always  to  produce  war,  the  gexi- 
tleman  wai  criminal  in  refusing  to  support  ih? 
Administration  iA  1798.    Y^  you  were  tnen  com- 

Selled  to  dr^in  the  cup  of  humiliation  lo  its  very 
regs.  Did  he  pat  that  cup  by  7  Did  he  vote  ibr 
fleets  and  ar^lie8,  or  a  suspension  pf  coipmercial 
intercourse  with  France  ?  What  was  the  Freocli 
edition  of  the  laws  of  nations  theu  ?  TMt  a  bale 
of  British  manufacture  f  without  any  question  of 
enemy's  property)  should  subject  to  seizure  aAd 
condemnation.  And  what  was  the  British  doc- 
trine in  1793t  That  Fiance  wa^  with  on^e  sn^eep 
of  the  penj  iq  a  statue  of  ^iege  and  blockade,  9,nd 
that  American  Eoiir,  St^.,  should  not  be  carried  there 
at  all.  And  yet,  against  these  principles  and  prac- 
tices, preposterous  and  injurious  as  they  were,  we 
did  not  go  to  war ;  at  least  that  gentleman  was 
opposed  >o  suQb  war,  if  war  it  may  be  called,  ^ 
was  waged. 

But,  whilst  I  acknowledge  the  parrying  trade 
to  be  valuable  to  a  certain  ^tent,  t  must,  ooles? 
I  abandon  every,  pretensiot^  to  the  character  of  a 
pollticiao,  act  on  existing  circumsta^cies,  oa  thipffs 
as  they  are,  not  as  I  believe  they  ought  to  be.  In 
casting  about,  the  fi^&t  thiqg„or  oi^e  o{  the  first,  to 
be  considered,  is  revenue.    A^wost  ou>r  whole  rev- 
enue is  derived  from  cpmmerc^)  that  is,  from  tb^ 
domestic  consuq^ptiqn  of  import^  |roQ»  abi;oad* 
How  mucE  comes  £rom  the  carrying  trade  %  Toiu^ 
statements,  I  am  told,   say  S8P0,000«    But  if  ow? 
whole  consumption  wei^e  imported   in   foreigii 
bottoms,  the  io^post  wpuld  exceed,  its  presej^t 
amount  Vy. eleven  or  twelve  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  I  warn  gentle^^n  against  a  misrepresent* 
atioQ  of  this  fact.    Am  t,  therefore,  desirous  to 
pin  this  ib crease  at  the  expense  of  our  navig^,- 
tioQ  ?    Far  ff om  it,    |t  woiud  be  to  kill  the  gQose 
that  lays  the  golden  ^&p*   But  what  is  this  branch 
of  the  carry  mg  tradeTfpr  which  gentlemen  would 
sacrifice  not  only  our  pavigation  and  cpmo^eroei, 
bat  the  agriculture  and  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try ?    Look  at  this  trade,  which  is  to  be  guarded 
(t  every  risk,  and  the  n^en  who  follow  it>    Do 
they  carry  your  pro4ucts  abroad,  and  bring  back 
eooda  for  homie  consumption?.  No,  they  pli^ng^ 
their  hands  into  your  pockets  for.  drawbacks. 
During  this  very  session  they  threatened  to  plun- 
der the  Treasury  of  millions,  hyvL  bill  happily  ar- 
rested on  its  passag^.    If  our  fair  tr^e  is  not  pro* 
tec  ted,  how  comes  it  that  it  has  grown  with  a  ra- 
pidity before  unheard  of  in  any  affe,  unkiioYn  in 
any  nation  1    That  arpwf^  W  oeen  nourished 
by  protecting  duties,  K>stered  by  our  neutral  posi- 
tion.   We  are  the  real  friends  of  your  navijfation. 
It  has  grown  beneath  the  shade  of  disc cimma ting 
duties ;  flourished  in  the^  sunshine  of  the  9euiirA 


character;  with  the  first  blight  of  maritime  war 
it  dies. 

I  am  accused  too  with  stigmatizing  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States.  I  deny  the  charge. 
Every  profession  and  calling  of  hupian  life  is  ms- 
graped  by  unworthy  members.  The  law  has  its 
pettifbmers,  the  church  its  hypocrites,  medicine 
and.  politics,  too,  sir,  have  their  empirics;  and  if 
there  be  two  professions  in  the  world,  which  can 
he  selected  for  a  tendency  to  develop  the  pre-ex* 
|sting  germ  of  imperfectioa  planted  in  our  nature, 
they  are  the  profeesioa  of  the  lawyer  and  the  og^ 
cupaiioQ  of  the  trader.  And  wherefore?  Because 
th^y  open  the  wide  field  of  temptatioa.  The 
wi;5e9t  praver  thai  ever  was' or  can  be  devised  for 
human  ionrmity,  is  that  which  teaches  us  to  de- 
precate such  trials :  ^  We  beseech  thee,  lead  us 
not  into  temptation !"  What  is  the  (act  ?  Whilst 
we  boast  of  honor  do  this  floor,  our  name  has  be- 
cooie  a  by-word  am<>ag  the  nations.  Europe,  and 
Paris  especially,  swarms  with  pseudo^American% 
with  Auglo. and  Oallo- Americans,  and  American 
French  aod  £ngUsh,  who  have  amassed  immense 
fortunes  by  tmding  in  the  neutral  character,  bv 
setting  it  up  to  auction  and  selling  to  the  best  bidt 
der. .  Men  of  this  description,  striplings,  without 
connexiona  or  charaeter,  have  been  known  to  buy 
cjch  yesseb  and  their  cargoes  in  Amsterdam  and 
Antwerp,  and  trade  with  them,  under  the  Ameri- 
can name,  to  the  Indies.  Aeutral  character  has 
constituted  one  of  the  best  remiuances  for  coloni* 
nial  produce,  or  the  goods  which  purehase  it ;  and 
the  trade  in  this  commodity  oi  neutrality  haa 
proved  a  moat  lucrative  branch  of  traflKc.  This 
It  is  tbet  has  sunk  and  degraded  the  American 
name  abroad^  and  subjected  the  (air  trader  to  vex- 
atious seizure  an.^  detention.  But  I  am  aaked  if 
we  shaU  submit  to  a  tame  and  dastardly  abandon* 
nijE;nt  of  our  rinhta;  and  by  those,  too,  who  have 
made  a  cowarmy  surrender  of  our  best  interesta 
end  our  honor,  when  wye  were  .well  able  to  main- 
tain them  ?  I  beg  leave  to  reply  to  this  question 
by  asking  another:  Are  you  prepared  to  assert 
them  ;  to  go  all  lengths  to  enforce  them  ?  In 
what  consists  true  dignity?  In  vaporing  in  thn 
newspapers?  In  printed  handhiUs  and  resoiur 
tipns  ?  Of  in  taking  groimd  which  yon  can  and 
will  maintain ;  which,  no  change  of  fortune  ahall 
compel  you  to  desert  ?  Aut  rufnquam  tenteSf  aui 
peffice*  Does  the  gentieman  wan^  a  translation! 
Here  i3oae  truly  American:  **Stick,  or  go  through." 


This  is  true  dignity ;  can  he  give  a  better  defini- 
tion ?  And  what  constitutes  false  dignity  ?  Play- 
ipg  the  part  of  a  Bobadil — bullying  nlogiand  and 


truckliQg  to.  Spain — I  beg  pardon,  there  is  no 
Spain — bullying  Eogland  and  truckhns  to  France* 
This  you  have  done ;  you  know  it.  w  hen  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  of  their  willingness  to  publish  ouc 
proceedings,  why  do  they  not  clear  the  galleciea 
and  take  off  the  injonctioii  of  secrecy  ?  Let  theis 
private  vote  correspond  with  their  public  profea- 
sion.  And  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Pennn 
sylvaoia  (Mr.  8mii«ib)  that  I  would  rather  have 

1'  his  vote  then  bis  speech  at  any  time.  Who  wouU 
suppose,  bad  he  not  averred  it,  that  he  held  silence 
and  good  •ease  in  such  high  zaspect,  that  he  pre- 
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ferred  the  etlm  deeisloos  of  quiet  wisdom  to  the 
effusions  of  empty  garrulity  ? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  told  us,  that 
after  the  call  of  the  Executive  for  firm  measures, 
he  did  not  expect  this  opposition.  And  does  he 
call  this  a  firm  measure  ?  What  would  have  been 
a  firm  measure?  An  em  bargo.  That  would  have 
gone  to  the  root  of  the  evil.  But  that,  sir,  would 
not  have  suited  your  Proteus  politicians.  There 
could  have  been  no  evasion  of  that  But  your 
slippery  mercantile  eels  can  slide  over  or  under 
this  provision,  and  leave  the  whole  burden  of  suf- 
fering to  fall  on  the  planter,  the  farmer,  and  the 
real  American.  The  whole  revenue  (we  are  told) 
is  derived  from  commerce.  Who  pays  it  ultimately 
but  the  consumer,  and  with  as  iaree  a  profit  on  the 
merchant's  advance  of  the  duties  (often  a  mere  ad- 
vance of  credit)  as  he  receives  from  any  other  part 
of  his  capital  ?  These  new  ideas  of  firmness  are 
either  alx)ve  or  below  my  comprehension.  And 
because  we  are  anxious  to  see  the  public  debt  paid 
off  and  the  true  interests  of  the  nation  maintained 
—because  we  will  not  abandon  the  plough,  and 
struggle  to  restrain  Executive  influence,  we  are 
charged  with  hostility  to  all  commerce,  with  in- 
sensibility to  the  honor  of  our  country.  When 
our  doors  were  shut,  this  is  no  breach  of  confidence. 
One  of  m^  colleagues  called  for  the  reading  of  a 
Messaee  from  the  President,  soon  after  he  came 
into  office.  It  was  the  most  severe  and  cutting 
satire  that  ever  man  listened  to.  I  say  it  was  a 
bitter  satire  on  your  proceedings,  then  and  now. 
It  recommended  the  application  of  our  resources 
to  a  speedy  discharge  of  the  public^  debt,  a  rigid 
adherence  to  specific  appropriation — tying  down 
the  Executive  officers  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  re- 
atrictittg  them  to  the  litenQ  objects  and  amount 
of  our  appropriations.  What  is  the  commentary  ? 
In  time  of  peace  (for  I  trust  no  one  will  call  this 
windmill  attack  on  Tripoli,  war)  the  expenditures 
of  the  Navy  Department  (so  far  from  each  item 
of  expense  being  limited  by  the  specific  appropri- 
ation for  that  object)  have  exceeded  the  ffross  sum 
appropriated  for  that  branch  of  the  pnbUc  service 
aixty  per  cent.  And  if  this  is  a  specimen  of  the 
yreariy  cost  of  hulks  rotting  in  the  mud,  what  es- 
timate can  you  make  of  the  dLsbdrsements  in  time 
of  actual  war  against  a  powerful  maritime  State, 
when  your  seventy-fours  are  ready  for  sea?  This 
is  naked  truth ;  it  rests  on  figures,  if  it  be  not  true, 
how  eomes  it  that  we  have  passed  two  appropri- 
ation laws,  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  during  the  present  session,  to  cover  the 
navy  deficiencies  of  the  last  year,  almost  the  only 
bills  that  we  have  passed  ?  Yes,  sir,  I  am  for  pay- 
ing one  debt  off  (the  cost  of  a  former  war)  before 
I  enter  into  another  and  score  up  a  second.  J  con- 
fess myself  to  be  among  the  number  of  those  poli- 
ticians (gentlemen  mav  style  them  visionary  if 
they  please)  who  hailed  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  the  political  Messiah,  sent  tbconvince 
an  unbelieving  world  that  a  dent,  once  funded, 
might  be  paid  ofi^  without  the  intervention  of  a 
sponse.  u  in  this  1  was  visionary,  at  least  I  was 
notalone.  The  promise  has  been  large,  the  nation 
calls  for  its  performance.    Look  at  the  measures 


of  the  (Sovemment,  and  when  you  reckon  the  Lou- 
isiana debt,  that  created  under  the  British  Treatj, 
and  som^  others,  it  will  apneai'  that  yoo  have  nearly 
scored  up  as  much  new  aebt  as  you  have  paid  off 
of  the  old.  I  speak  of  principal — ^paying  the  in- 
terest of  a  debt  is  notdimmishinffit-^ndmy  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Clat)  must  have  taken 
theinterest intohislargeaccountof yesterday.  The 
amount  of  principal  redeemed  is  less  than  eighteen 
millions.  It  gentlemen  den^  this,  let  them  refer  to 
the  Treasury  statements  laid  before  us  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  or  call  upon  the  head  of  that 
department  to  state  the  amount  of  debt  paid  and 
created,  within  the  last  five  years.  But  yon  will 
be  told,  for  your  money  you  have  value  received, 
at  least.  Thb  I  freely  acknowled^.  I  would 
have  ^i  ven  the  sum  for  the  Delta  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, if  It  could  not  have  been  honorably  acquired 
for  less.  Of  whom  did  we  purchase?  From  Spain, 
who  had  wrongfully  withheld  our  right  of  depos- 
it ?  So  far  from  it.  that  we  tell  her  she  has  yet  to 
make  satisfaction  tor  that  injury  and  insult;  we 
bring  it  into  account  against  her.  No,  sir,  we  pur- 
chased from  France,  the  rightful  proprietor,  against 
whom  we  then  had  no  suoject  of  complaint. 

I  am  accused  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr.  Smilie) — this  I  suppose  is  a  specimen 
of  their  candor — (I  am  reluctant  to  say  anything 
whilst  he  is  absent ;  I  am  sorry  he  has  fled  his  seat) 
—of  designedly  passing  over  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant *  considerations  presented  by  the  present 
subject — the  impressment  of  bur  seamen.  And 
yet  what  did  that  gentleman  tell  you?  That  he 
himself  (long  as  he  had  trespassed  on  your  time) 
had  been  eompelled  toomit  many  important  thiogs, 
that  he  intended  to  say.  This  realizes  the  proverb, 
<<One  man  may  steal  a  horse,  whilst  another  must 
not  look  over  the  hedge.''  l  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man, if  I  did  omit  this  topic,  I  had  scarcely  thrown 
myself  into  the  carriage  that  conveyed  me  home, 
before  I  recollected  and  regretted  it.  The  gen  tie- 
man  may  say  what  he  pleases,  but  he  never  had 
no  man  ever  shall  have  cause  to  upbraid  me  with 
flinching  from  any  question  that  may  be  brought 
on  this  floor.  Now,  sir,  let  gentlemen  lay  their 
hands  upon  their  hearts  and  answer  sincerely  if 
they  do  believe  this  resolution  has  the  power  to 
take  one  American  seaman  out  of  a  Bntish  ship 
of  war?  Are  gentleman  hostile  to  impressment 
and  yet  friendly  to  a  naval  war — to  systems  which 
must  eventuate  in  the  introduction  of  this  system 
at  home,  in  the  subversion  of  our  liberties  ?  Let 
them  examine  the  profound  argument  of  Judge 
Foster  on  this  subject.  Tbey  will  find  that  Great 
Britain  is  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  to  maintain 
her  naval  power  and  her  existence.  And  it  is  be- 
cause I  am  opposed  to  resorting  to  the  same  expe- 
dient (for  will  any  man  pretend  that  a  great  navy 
can  be  manned  without  recurring  to  it  ?  V-*becaose 
I  think  it  abhorrent  to  the  genius  of  a  free  people, 
that  I  am  against  rushing  into  that  naval  war, 
into  whicb  gentlemen  wish  to  precipitate  us.  No, 
sir,  you  cannot  command  seamen  for  your  navy, 
in  time  of  war,  without  impressment.  The  wealth 
of  Croesus  could  not  sustain  the  expense;  and 
even  if  that  objection  could  be  removed,  the  ope- 
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!  ratioQ  by  enlistmeflt  is  too  tardy  to  meet  a  sud- 
:  den  emergency.  If  you  have  difficulty  in  pro- 
I  curing  seamen  to  serve  in  the  Mediterranean, 
what  will  be  the  case  in  a  war  against  England  ? 
With  all  their  bravery,  many  a  man  who  would 
willingly  meet  the  corsairs,  or  even  the  Dons  and 
•  Monsieurs,  would  feel  reluctant  to  be  led  to  bat- 
tle agiainst  a  British  fleet—- and  why,  sir?  Be- 
cause, waiving  other  considerations,  a  great  pro- 
portion of  our  seamen  are  foreigners — ^natives  of 
Great  Britain — who  still  feel  prejudices  for  their 
parent  country.  Yes,  sir,  the  character  of  the 
American  seaman,  like  that  of  the  neutral  trader, 
too  often  eludes  our  grasp.  The  moment  you 
make  war,  much  more  if  you  resort  to  impress- 
ments, the  American  sailor  vanishes,  he  becomes 
a  subject  of  Denmark:  with  the  first  frost,  he 
disappears  in  a  night. 

But  if  I  did  not  misunderstand  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  he  said  that  I  had  treated  the 
House  in  a  manner,  of  which,  sir,  I  trust  I  am  in- 
capable of  acting  towards  any  assembly,  much 
less,  one  of  your  dignity.  Am  I,  indeed,  so  igno- 
rant of  the  feelines  of  man? — of  the  character 
and  composition  of  this  House  ?  No,  sir,  I  have 
spoken  ot  certain  projects,  and  their  projectors,  in 
language,  sach  only,  as  I  think  they  deserve,  and 
in  which,  claiming  the  same  liberty  which  that 
gentleman  urges  and  exacts,  I  will  ever  speak  of 
roch  absurd  and  fantastical  systems.  The  authors 
are,  no  doubt,  interested  in  diffusing  the  ridiculous 
burden  of  their  disgrace  as  widely  as  possible.  I 
cannot  blame  them  for  it.  Sir,  it  is  natural  to 
wish  for  partners  in  our  shame.  But  the  great, 
political  SID  for  which  I  have  been  denounced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  is,  the  opinion 
which  I  have  expressed  of  a  ceruin  book,  which 
seems  to  be  his  political  Bible.  And,  sir,  he  would 
have  me  considered  as  an  inconsiderate  person, 
who  would  not  scruple  to  call  Locke  a  dunce, 
Newton  a  driveller,  and  Franklin  a  journeyman 
printer;  and,  in  an  oracular  saw,  ne  has  pro- 
Donnced  that  this  book  will  live  when  he,  and  I 
too,  sir,  are  laid  in  our  graves.  But,  when  he  con- 
siders his  own  age,  and  the  frailty  of  my  consti- 
tution, he  will  confess  that  he  has  allowed  but  a 
short  span  for  the  existence  of  his  favorite  work. 
But  even  though  it  should  live  when  we  are  wast- 
ing in  the  silent  tomb,  there  is  nothinff  in  my  com- 
position that  aspires  to  beinff  considered  as  its 
aQtbor'.  Who  is  the  author  ?  Does  the  gentle- 
man know?  Must  we  have  semi-official  author- 
ity, even  for  a  title-page  ?  No,  sir,  whatever  others 
mavthiak,  I  have  no  ambition  to  have  written 
sucn  a  book  as  this.  I  abjure  the  very  idea.  Un- 
less my  understanding  has  abandoned  me^  it  in- 
volves an  abandonment  of  the  very  doctrine  for 
which  the  writer  contends.  Sir,  the  very  cursory 
view  which  I  took  of  this  subject  yesterday,  will 
compel  me  into  some  repetitions,  but  I  must  beg 
to  be  indulged  in  some  additional  remarks.  What 
is  the  doctrine  ? 

**  In  times  of  peace  among  all  nations,  their  commer- 
cial interooarse  u  under  no  other  restrictiona  than  what 
may  be  imposed  by  their  respective  laws,  or  their  mu- 
tatl  compacts.    No  one  or  more  nations  can  justly 


control  the  commerce  between  any  two  or  more  of  the 
others. 

**  When  war  happens  between  any  two  or  more  na- 
tions, a  question  ariaes,  in  what  reapect  it  can  afibct 
the  commerce  of  nations  not  engaged  in  the  war  1 

"  Between  the  nationa  not  engaged  in  the  war,  it  is 
evident  that  the  commerce  cannot  be  afiected  at  all  by 
a  war  between  others. 

**  As  a  nation  not  engaged  in  the  war,  remains  in  the 
same  relatione  of  amity  and  commerciid  pursuits,  with 
each  of  the  belligerent  nations,  as  existed  prior  to  the 
war,  it  would  seem  that  the  war  could  not  affect  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  neutral  and  either  of  the  bellig- 
erent nationa ;  and  that  the  neutral  nation  might  treat 
and  trade  with  either,  or  both  the  belligerent  nationa, 
with  the  same  freedom  as  if  no  war  had  ariaen  be« 
tween  them,  llua,  as  the  general  rule,  ia  suffieiently 
eatBbliahed." 

Here  is  a  faint  endeavor  to  establish  the  prin- 
ciple that  free  ships  make  free  ffoods.  But  the 
writer,  as  if  despairing  of  his  abuity  to  effect  it, 
goes  on  to  say : 

**  But  inasmuch  as  the  trade  of  a  neutral  nation  with 
a  belligerent  nation,  might,  in  certain  special  cases,  af- 
fect the  safety  of  ita  antagonist ;  usage,  founded  on 
the  principle  of  necessity,  has  admitted  a  few  excep- 
tions to  the  genera]  rule. 

'^Usagey  founded  on  what?  Reason?  right? 
No.  sir  1  dn  that  law  which  admits  nothing  to  con- 
trol it :  *^  Necessity,^'  that  cannot  stoop  to  argu- 
ment. If  once  you  admit  that  necessity  ought, 
can,  or  does,  estaolish  exceptions  to  this  broad  rule^ 
do  you  not  admit  all  that  the  British  doctrine  re- 
quires? But,  sir,  it  will  be  said  that  the  sole 
legitimate  proof  of  this  necessity  is  usage;  bat 
usage  must  have  had  a  beginning,  and  the  small 
protection  which  this  argument  affords  is  thrown 
away  by  the  subsequent  admission^  that  a  change 
in  circumstances,  (|'in  the  course  of  commerce." 
for  instance,)  will  justify  a  departure  from  estao- 
lished  maxims,  will  warrant  the  commencement 
of  a  new  usage.  As  if  all  the  articles  contraband 
of  war  were  minutely  specified,  and,  by  a  change 
in  the  maxims  and  implements  of  war,  new  and 
more  terrible  instruments  of  annoyance  should  be 
fabricated,  would  they  not  fall  under  the  head  of 
contraband  ?  And  is  it  not  demonstrable,  that  a 
direct  trade  to  France,  in  gunpowder,  or  any  other 
article  contraband  of  war,  would  be  less  beneficial 
to  her,  and  less  injurious  to  her  enemy,  than  the 
colonial  trade  now  in  dispute?  And  is  not,  ac- 
cording td  this  writer's  aoknowledspment,  the  lesser 
principle  involved  in  the  greater?  Am  I,  there- 
fore, the  apologist  of  En^uind  ?  I  scorn  to  boast 
of  my  patriotism.  It  is  indigenous;  and  when  I 
am  reduced  so  low  as  to  plead  to  the  charge  of 
want  of  love  to  my  country,  of  natural  affection 
to  my  birth-place,  my  pride  will  tell  me  to  bid 
you  farewell^  to  go  home  and  hide  my  shame.  Am 
I  the  apologist  of  Britain  because  your  cause  has 
been  weakly  defended,  or  treacherously  betrayed  ? 
No,  sir,  this  "  Examiner"  is  her  apologist !  I  have 
not  minutely  dissected  the  work.  There  was  no 
occasion  for  it.^  It  is  something  like  the  edifice 
we  inhabit.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  be  exam- 
ining friezes  and  cornices,  and  architraves  and 
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stqcco  work,  when  you  know  the  foundatioii  to 
be  rottec — whilst  the  buildiDe  is  tumbling  about 
our  ears,  and  we  are  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in 
another.  It  is  not,  indeed,  sir,  worth  while  to  con- 
sult the  Qr4ers  of  architecture  in  a  miserable  card- 
houce  of  an  argument  which  the  nrst  puff  of  wind 
must  demolish. 

Sir,  the  admission  that  a  change  of  circum- 
stances will  justify  a  departure  from  the  estab- 
lished maxims  amongst  nations,  was  an  unneces- 
sary and  fata,!  concession,  not  caUe4  for  by  the 
Qature  pif  the  (;ase.  What  is  the  ^  course  of  com- 
merce" now  ?  Tptally  change4  in  a  few  short 
years.  The  ma^ne  q(  France  SpaiUi,  an4  Hol- 
land If  hetljier  for  th^  pjvpoj^  of  ;r^«  or  war,  if 
uq  auire*  T^hey  l\ay$  qq  longer  n^iFi^ioi^  or 
na,yy.  Ag«iQt  amop^t  a  loa4  of  quotatio^^from 
Grrotiu8,and  Pufiendorf,and  the  Lord  kaowfl  wbuo, 
we  i^re  told  it  is  the  duty  of  the  neutral  to  obi^erre 
the  strijCtest  impartiality,  ^  to  bebave  himself  alike 
tp  both  th^  belligerent  parties."  But,  is  it  to  be: 
hare  alike  to  both  parties  to  carry  for  him  who 
csf nn.ot  caj-^y  for  hin^self,  to  tj^ow  tne  a^is  of  n^u- 
^a^ty  9Ter  a  commerce  which  be  (;an  no  longer 
protect  I  to  save  him  all  the  d^i^g^r,  expense,  and 
xU^fi  qf  ppnvpy  and  war  insurfjipe  ?  This  is  a  hol- 
low, delphic  reciprocity;  reciprocity  to  tbe  ear, 
but  not  to  the  sense.  If  you  carry  contraband,  or 
attempt  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  you  are  liable 
to  capture.  Why?  Because  justified  by  neces- 
sity. As  to  the  motives  of  the  neutral  merchanti 
they  are  out  of  the  question.  His  obiect,  no  4oubt, 
like  that  of  eyery  other  trader  under  the  sun,  is 
gieiin.  He,  sir,  is  too  often  the  mere  ephemeron — 
th^  butterny  of  the  day — who  does  not  care  one 
farthing  whether  you  are  at  war  with  this  or  that 
Qi^tioQ,  with  England  or  with  France,  provided  he 
can  get  good  returns.  His  business  is  to  post  his 
books  and  balance  the  leger;  and  whether  he 
d^a^s  \|rith  the  subjects  pf  a  ^bite  Emperor  or  a 
bl^ck  one — with  Booapajtte  or  Dessalines — it  is  all 
oqe  to  him.  No  doubt,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
n^^tral  to  pursue,  and  he  will,  he  ought  to  pursue, 
l^ii^  own  interest.  But  it  is  the  right  of  a  beUig- 
event,  (as  conceded  by  this  writer,)  to  inquire  how 
f^r  such  pursuit  cootes  into  collision  with  bis  in- 
terests and  his  safety.  The  motive  of  the  neu- 
tral may  not  be  l^ostility  to  either  party  engaged 
in  war,  but  his  own  benefit.  This,  however,  will ' 
not  influence  the  belligerent  nation,  who  takes  up 
the  question  solely  with  a  view  to  its  effect  on 
itself;  What  will  Great  Britain  say  ?  That  the 
exigency  exists — that  it  has  occurred,  flagrante 
^/&r^(nat  the  necessity  a4mits  of  no  delay  ;  that 
you,  yourselves  have  abandoned  the  question  in 
dispute ;  and  even  if  you  have  not,  that  she  cannot 
sit  down  quietly  and  be  extirpated  from  the  face 
of  nations,  out  of  complaisance  to  Grotius,  or  Bvn- 
^ershoek)  or  In  deference  to  the  unknown  autnor 
of  this  pamphlet,  although  he  should  exceed  Ba- 
con in  genius,or  Newton  iii  intensity  of  thought ! 
I  inust  oefend  myself;  the  knife  is  at  my  throat; 
I  have  no  more  time  for  argument ;  but  if  you  in- 
sist upon  it,  I  will  fight  you !  Sir,  I  have  tried, but  I 
could  notget  through  tnis  work.!  I  found  it  so  wire- 
dra^wn;  the  thread  so  fine,  thftt  (  could  neither  see 


or  feel  it;  such  a  tangled  cobweb  of  contradictioiiSi 
that  I  was  obliged  to  give  it  up.  The  first  thing 
that  struck  me  on  0];>ening  it^  was,  the  peculiar 
infelicity  with  which  it  had  surrendered  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute;  aod  if  this  appeared  at  once  to  my 
unlearned  eyes,  do  gentlemen  suppose  it  will  not 
be  detected  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  % 
that  it  will  receive  no  able^  examination  there} 
than  the  feeble  and  cursory  one  that  I  have  givea 
it  ?  And  after  all,  what  do^s  it  contain  7  A  ren^ 
edy  for  the  evil?  No;  a  formal  declaration  that 
we  are  diseased !  Sir,  we  wanted  no  ghost  to  tell 
us  that.  It  needed  no  extraordinary  exertion  of 
learning  or  genius  to  show  that  we  had,  indeed, 
delicate  subjects  of  difference  with  Great  Britain. 
The  question  is^  How  shall  they  be  adjusted  ?  We 
want  the  opinion  of  the  doctor  on  the  mode  of 
treatment,  and  don't  choose  to  be  referred  to  the 
apothecary  because  the  superior  does  not  choose 
to  risk  his  reputation  in  a  dubious  case. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  v 
that  Great  Britain  is  pur  commercial  rivaL  Bat 
does  not  the  genUeman  know  that  the  very  term 
implies  a  correlative.  That  if  she  is  your  com- 
mercial riva^  you  are  her  commercial  rival  also. 
This  U  the  very  view  that  I  hav^  been  endeavor- 
ing to  take  pf  tne  subject,  to  impress  on  the  Com- 
mittee ;  to  warn  the  nation  against  bein^  drawn 
into  a  war  of  commercial  rivalship.  Sir,  when 
men  fall  out  about  women  tbev  are  not  apt  to  call 
in  some  learned  doctor  todecioe  the  disnute;  they 
yield  to  feeling  or  instinct;  just  so  witb  nation^ 
commercial  nations  especially,  differiog  oa  inter- 
est, which  is  their  instinct.  And  would  gently 
men  wish  to  excite  this  young  nation,  as  yet  in 
the  gristle,  to  a  foreign  contest  with  Great  Britain, 
in  th^  full  strength  of  manhood  ?  I  speak  of  for- 
eign war.  The  will  and  ability  to  defend  our- 
selves is  one  things  to  act  three  thousand  miles  off 
anothen  They  may  rely  as  much  as  tb^ey  please 
upon  the  French  Emperor's  making  a  separate 
peace  with  the  Continent,  |o  the  exclusion  of 
Great  Britain.  If  she  puts  out  her  strength,  yon 
will  feel  it.  This  proposition,  will  subject  her  to 
all  the  evils  of  an  American  war,  without  any  of 
the  concomitant  advantages.  And  qan  you  ex- 
pect a  tame  acquiescence  on  her  part  ?  If  her 
Minister  be  not  a  bastardy  if  he  has  one  dron 
of  the  blood  of  Chatham  in  his  veins,  he  wiA 
die  contending  for  the  liberties  of  his  country 
sooner  than  surrender  her  independbnoe.  He 
will  do  U.  No,  sir,  whatever  I  may  think  of  the 
vices  and  corruptions  of  the  Qoverument  of  that 
country,  I  must  applaud  her  intelligence  and 
spirit — must  admire  her  ability,  wisdom,  an4 
strength. 

But  another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr-  Smilib)  asks  if  it  is  not  astonishing  that  a 
man,  whom  he  allows  to  possess  common  sens& 
whom  he  represents  as  trembling  at  the  power  of 
Great  Britain,  should  be  n^aking  calculations  of 
the  future  power  of  Franee,  instead  of  guarding 
against  the  immediate  daoger  1  Sir,  France iqay 
become  a  naval  Power — Great  Britain  never  can 
be  a  military  one.  1  ask  any  praptical  man,  if  the 
dfty'  caiv  eyec  ^rjriye  ^hjeif  Qreat  Bri^iiju  wUl 
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be  able  to  thrtaten  the  contiiieBt  df  Eorope  o\ 
America,  or  dictate  to  either  of  them?  Is  it  my 
fault  that  the  f^ntleraan  cannot,  or  will  not  see 
this,  beeaose  (as  he  tells  you)  fooband  madmen 
can  nerer  be  brought  to  belie  re  that  the  spirit  of 
God  hath  plissed  them  by,  and  enlightened  the 
understandings  of  other  men  1  But,  to  show  that 
this  is  not  just  oause  of  war,  we  are  referred  to  the 
time  of  the  stamp  act  and  the  non-importatioh 
agreement  of  1774,  which  did  not  (it  seems)  pro- 
duce itmnediate  war.  Is  there  any  Analogy  be- 
tween the  two  eases  1  We  then  formed  one  nA- 
tioii«  A  man  may  make  A  great  sacrifice  to  pre* 
terre  his  friend,  bat  when  he  bus  lost  him,  he  will 

ias  has  been  seen  to-day)  be  denounced  as  the 
litterrst  etiemy .    The  other  instafices  are  equally 
defectiTe  and  Inapplicable.    You  may  as  well  go 
bsck  to  the  flood.    The  same  gentleman  inquires, 
are  you,  indeed,  so  peaceable  toward  Em^land, 
who  has  trampled  upon  ^on,  and  hostile  to  ^tince 
who. has  oflered  you  no  injury  1  Wherefore?  On 
this  occasion,  I  must  repeat  the  old  proterb, "  it  is 
the  still  hog  that  drinks  the  swiH."    She  finds  it 
eonrenieat  to  makfc  a  miserable  stalking-horse^  a 
scarecrow  of  Spain.  The  gentleman  inquires,  hoii^ 
loDg  Qreat  Britain  has  acted  upon  these  philan- 
thropic principles ;  this  generous,  beneTolent  pol^ 
icy  ascribed  to  her  ?  But.  is  any  man  so  weak,  or 
80  wicked,  as  to  pretend  tnat  there  is  any  principle 
of  action  between  nations  except  interest  ?    Give 
Great  Britain  the  poWer,  and  she  will  to-morrow 
play  the  ^me  part.    Sir,  we  are  not  theophilnn- 
thropisto,  but  politiciatis ;  not  dreamers  and  sooth* 
Bayers,  bat  men  of  flesh  and  blood.    It  is  idle  to 
talk  01  a  sense  of  justice  in  an^r  nation.    Each 
pursues  its  sense  of  interest*  and  if  you  calculate 
on  their  acting  upon  ahy  otner  principle  yoomay 
be  very  amiable,  hot  you  will  pfore  a  cully.   We 
are  asked,  what  Qreat  Britain  can  do  to  aniloy  Us  ? 
We  answer,  at  this  moment,  more  than  any  other 
nation  of  the  world,  because  she  commands  the 
ocean,  the  sole  meaiura  of  communication  be* 
tween  us*    But  draw  her  off  from  that  element, 
and  France  is  not  less  omnipotent  upon  it.    ^he 
is  a  great  military  Power,  and  it  is  because  Qreat 
Britain  is  not,  cannot  be  such  a  Power,  that  it  is 
impolitic  to  break  her  down.    Gb  to  wac  when 
you  will,  you  must  become  the  Ally  of  France; 
you  will  only  put  ^  by  enhnncing  it,  the  danger 
you  would  guard  agiAinst;    Yda  will  but  dap  a 
tortoise  onder  your  elegant. 

The  same  ffentleo^an  tells  you  that  the  gic^B- 
tie  power  of  France  bangs  on  the  brittle  life  of 
an  mdirkloal.  But,  do  yoii  beliere  it  ?  Are  you 
sach  drirellers  in  Mitics  as  to  beliere  that  the 
fate  of  such  a  military  despotism  hangs  on  the 
hfe  of  one  own?  If  Mahomet  II.  had  been  killed 
tmder  the  i^lls  of  Constantinople,  would  the  d^- 
tiny  of  the  Qreek  Empire  ha7e  been  changed  ? 
Would  not  the  power  bare  passed  into  the  hands 
of  some  Solynmn  or  Selrm,  the  terror  of  the  oir- 
IHzed  world?  Shall  we alAntdon  praetice for  the- 
ory? 

In  some  respects  #e  ate  sitoated  as  the  success- 
ors of  Alexander  were  placed  in  relation  to  R4)me 
and  Carthnge.    Here  iil  an  iron  Repnblio^  or  caU 


it  what  Tou  wiU,  that  threatens  the  liberties  of 
mankind — the-Qorernment,  aboye  all  others,  in 
Europe,  to  which  our  own  is  most  hateful  and  ob- 
noxious. This  is  beyond  dispute.  Does  it  become 
us  to  facilitate  its  designs  ?  I  do  not  inquire  as 
to  motives,  nor  will  that  GFoveroment  care  about 
them.  If  you  give  it  facilities  to  effect  its  pur- 
poses, those  purposes  lire  obtained  so  far  as  de- 
pends on  yon.  Is  this  wise,  i^  it  proper,  is  it  right  ? 
Am  I  asked. for  my  plan  ?  If  I  meant  to  act  effi^- 
eientlv,  I  would  hare  begun  with  an  embargo ;  I 
would  now  do  what  was  done  before ;  I  would 
treat  with  Qreat  Briuun,  and  for  the  Tcry  reason 
that  I  would  not  hare  treated  with  her  in  the  year 
1794; — for  the  same  reason  that  the  gentleman, 
whose  resolution  is  noW  under  discussion,  then 
treated  with  her,  I  would  not.  Now.  he  is  for 
war,  I  ftm  for  negotiation  and  pieace.  And  why  ? 
Because  the  state  of  nations  has  undergone  a  mo- 
mentous change ;  disastrous  cbanges^ndeed,  have 
been  effifcted  In  the  face  of  t^nfls.  We  often  beat 
of  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  the  British  Qot* 
emment,  while  the  Continental  despotisms  pass 
unnoticed  and  unregarded.  Let  us  beware  of  in- 
troducing such  abuses  into  our  own.  We  haye 
no  farther  concern  with  them.  Do  gentlemen 
think  worse  of  the  character  and  motives  of  Wil- 
liam Pitt  than  of  Robespierre  ?  And  vet,  mon- 
ster as  he  was,  Robespierre,  that  cannibal  of  bis 
own  countrymen,  Waft,  in  his  day,  the  sole  bul- 
wark of  the  human  race.  And,  whatever  be  her 
motives  or  profession^  Qreat  Britain  stands  ex- 
actly in  the  place  of  France  twelve  years  ago. 
Take  her  navy  ont  of  the  way  to-morrow,  and 
where  are  you?  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
indeed  reported  that  the  Chesapeake  is  fit  lor  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  Oonstitotion  is  in  a  state  of 
thorough  repair.  But,  would  the  real  Chesa- 
peake, the  bAy,  be  fit  for  use  in  that  case,  and  what 
would  be  the  operation  on  the  actual  ConstitutitAi 
of  the  United  States  ?  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  a 
French  war  as  well  as  to  a  war  with  JEcngland.  I 
would  tfeAt  with  England  for  another  reason.  I 
wish  we  had  not  a  Comih^rcial  Treaty  with  a^y 
natiod  whatever.  I  aih  opposed  to  them  on  prii^ 
eiple ;  but  thd  principle  is  already  settled.  We 
have  them.  By  our  tretties  with  her  enemite, 
your  hands  are  tied  up  fVom  taking  against  them 
anr  such  measure  as  the  one  proposed ;  they  are 
to  be  ateitted  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favbred 
nation.  This  is  probably  one  of  the  nrhUcipdl 
oanaes  of  disgust  to  Bagland.  Again :  She  made 
an  offer  to  rqpeal  her  diseriftiinatin^  dhties,  If 
yoii  would  do  so  too  j  to  trade  with  us  upon 
even  terms.  By  mercantile  dataor  you  were  d^ 
terred  from  meeting  her  half-way.  Moreovtf^, 
you  have  refused  to  Ratify  treaties  With  her,  eftk 
they  had  been  signed  by  your  oWn  Minister.  No 
doubt  you  had  the  right  to  do  so.  But  can  yon 
be  surprised,  under  such  droumstances,  that  a 
haughty  commercial  rival  has  been  irritated  ?  Af- 
ter your  oblations  to  France,  who  cannot  receive 
a  single  jpouttd  of  sugar  or  coffee  but  under  cav^ 
of  your  flag,  who  is  dependent  dpon  you  for  sdF- 
yices  which  she  cannot  render  herself,  who  is  not 
your  riyal  in  oommereo,  what  can  you  expect 
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from  ft  jealous  competitor  in  trade  who  stands  not 
in  need  of  yoar  naTigation*— whose  every  adTance 
toward  a  good  understanding  has  received  a  mor- 
tifying repulse  ?  Sir,  you  have  at  this  moment  a 
negotiation  pending  with  Great  Britain*  You 
have  no  cause  to  despair  of  its  success ;  far  other- 
wise. The  plain  question  is,  will  you  await  its 
issue,  or  will  you,  pendente  lite^  precipitate  your- 
self into  a  measure  which  must  put  all  negotia- 
tion aside,  which  must  eventuate  in  jr^t  ?  It  you 
want  war,  there  is  no  doubt  that  you  may  have 
it.  Great  Britain  will  not  submit  to  all  the  hard* 
ships  and  mischiefs  of  war,  because  you  choose  to 
call  it  peace.  She  will  prefer  open  war  to  war 
in  disguise ;  and  I,  sir,  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  I  am  for  no  half-measures.  Begin  that 
system  when  you  will,  war,  or  disgrace,  mast 
grow  out  of  it.  I  am  for  neither.  Th/gentle- 
man,  indeed,  says,  that  this^  which  has  b^  de- 
nounced as  a  war  measure,  is  a  measure  of  peace. 
Let  us  have  no  more  quaei  wars,  I  beseecn  you, 
sir;  no  half  measures,  no  intermediate  stage,  but 
open  war,  or  peace.  I  abhor  thb  political  quack* 
ery.  Give  us  war,  or  negotiation ;  if  you  resort 
to  the  one,  let  us  aiN&ndon  the  other.  But  we  are 
asked  if  American  virtue  will  so  far  degrade  and 
debase  itself  as  to  treat  with  the  old  and  corrupt 
Government  of  Bnglandl  There  is  a  plain  an- 
swer to  this.  You  have  a  treaty  with  her  now, 
with  every  Government,  I  believe,  that  would 
make  one  with  you.  But,  while  we  boast  of  our 
virtue,  let  us  beware  that  our  own  sins  are  not 
cast  into  our  teeth.  Let  us  see  how  far  these 
punctilios  are  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  our 
own  agents.  Look  to  the  management  of  the 
convention  of  Paris,  of  the  30th  April,  1803.  Yon 
have  all  seen  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey,  Nicklin 
and  Griffith's  ship.  It  has  created  a  general  sen- 
sation. And  vet,  what  is  the  fact?  Compared 
with  others,  they  have  almost  nothing  to  com- 
l^ain  of.  Bad  as  that  case  is,  it  is  among  the  least 
exceptionable  instances  of  misconduct  in  your 
Ministry  at  Paris.  It  is  true,  Nicklin  &  €kiffith's 
claim  was  cut  down,  I  believe,  0De-hai(^  because 
the  sum  appropriated  would  not  otherwise  (it  was 
feared)  be  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  draughts  of 
chicanery  upon  it.  These  men  were,  therefore, 
mulcted  fifty  per  cent.  They  are  rich  merchants, 
able  to  make  their  case  known.  It  has  been  heard, 
and  has  rnn^  through  th^  Continent.  There  are 
hundreds  of  cases  even  worse  than  this.  The 
claims  intended  to  be  provided  for  are  set  aside. 
Whv  1  Because  Government  has  been  represent- 
ed abroad  by  unfaithful,  dishonest  agents.  Have 
they  been  called  to  account  for  their  conduct  ? 
Three  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  stipulated  to  be  paid,  to  homafide  Amen-* 
can  citizens— where  have  they  gone?  Into  the 
pockets  of  renegadoes,  and  the  bureaux  of  Paris. 
Yes,  the  traders  in  neutral  character  have  divided 
the  spoil  with  the  harpies  of  the  French  bureaux. 
These  are  they  in  who5ie  favor  the  bills  have 
been  drawn  on  the  Tr eabury  of  the  Unhed  States 
by  their  own  Minister.  Take  the  case  of  the 
Pif^ou.  There  was  no  question,  indeed,  as  to  her 
bemg  American  property— but  the  was  captured 


jktgramte  (etto—< when  we  were  taking  the  Insur- 
gente  and  Berceau) — she  was,  therefore,  good 
prize,  and  was  condemned  accordingly.  Yet  the 
decision  of  the  inferior  court  was  reversed  bj  the 
Council  of  Prizes,  and  this  case  brought  within 
the  convention,  to  the  exclusion,  no  doubt,  of  bona 
fidt  claims,  for  neutral  American  property,  cap- 
tured and  condemned,  and  for  which  the  conven- 
tion was  intended  to  provide.  This  is  a  specimen 
of  the  mode  of  doine  business  at  Paris.  If  gen- 
tlemen doubt  upon  toe  subject,  let  them  call  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  correspondence  of 
the  Commissioners.  Let  them  call  for  John  Mer- 
cer, one  of  those  Commissioners,  a  man  inferior 
to  few  in  point  of  talents ;  in  point  of  charac- 
ter, to  none.  Put  him  to  the  bar  and  examine 
him. 

Painfi^  as  it  is  to  me,  I  must  defend  ay  princi- 
ples and  those  of  my  friends.  Open  your  statute 
book — what  does  it  say?  That  the  shores  and 
waters  of  the  bay  and  river  Mobile  shall  form  a 
district.  I  brought  in  the  bill  myself.*  The  Ex- 
ecutive bad  informed  us  that  we  had  pifrchased 
from  France  as  far  as  the  Perdido  to  the  east. 
We  legislated  upon  it.     Wh«ice  have  arisen 

Sour  disputes  witn  Spain  ?    From  Pensacola  or 
it.  Augustine?     No;  from   the  very  country 
which  the  sutute  book  says  is  yours;  in  your  own 
collection  district  are  Spanish  duties  exacted  and 
paid ;  from  this  very  quarter  incursions  have  beeo 
made  into  the  old  United  States.    Do  ffentlemen 
believe  that  this  fact  will  be  lost  on  <3reat  Brit- 
ain?   But  we  are  asked  (by  Mr.  Smilib)  what 
has  she  to  do  with  differences  between  us  and 
Spain  ?    What  right  has  she  to  interfere,  to  in- 
quire, or  even  to  know,  to  seem  conscionai  of  what 
has  passed  in  that  quarter  ?    Is  this  intended  as  a 
serious  question  ?    Because  you  have  dapped  a 
padlock  upon*your  own  mouths,  and  wilfully  shnt 
your  eyes,  do  you  expect  to  hoodwink  an  ea^e- 
eyed  adversary  ?    It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  any 
nation,  in  her  intercourse  with  you,  wilt  be  blind 
to  your  conduct  towards  others.    Cheat  Britain 
must  shut  her  ejes^  and  ears,  too,  not  to  under- 
stand the  state  of  things  here,  at  least  negatively 
speaking.    She  must  kbow  that  you  have  taken 
no  imposing  attitude  towards  Spain ;  done  nothing 
to  strengthen  the  Southern  frontiers ;  made  no  ad- 
dition to  your  naval  or  military  force ;  left  even 
the  militia  in  etatu  quo  amie.    Because  the  doors 
have  been  shut,  can  people  be  brou|^t  to  believe 
that  we  have  raised  armies  and  eqmpped  fleets  in 
conclave?    I  never  heard,  sir,  but  of  one  army 
incog.,  and  that  was  levied  by  the  facetious  Bftr. 
Baves  for  the  service  <^  the  stage,  not  (tf  the  Sttte, 
ana  from  some  dramatic  specimens  which  I  have 
latelv  seen,  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  a 
similar  projeet  being  started  on  this  floor.    Great 
Britain  will  see,  then,  what  has  not  been  your 
proceeding  towards  Spain.    She  will  say,  shall  I 
suffer  myself  to  be  brow-beaten  by  a  nation  clam- 
oriog  for  the  right  of  highway,  that  has  not  sfurit 
enough  to  defend  her  own  domicil  ?    If  A  acti 
like  a  poltroon  towards  B,  who  has  committed  a 
gross  outrage  upon  him,  and  shall  have  a  subse- 
quent eoanoveny  with  C,  shall  he  {icetend  to 
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bally  him,  and  expect  C  not  to  call  to  miod  his 
cowardly  behaviour  with  B,  and  treat  him  ac- 
cordiogly  ?  One  foreign  nation  will  be  influenced^ 
will  be  governed  in  her  concerns  with  you  by  yoar 
concessions  to  another ;  and  it  is  the  idlest  tning 
in  the  world  to  expect  that  your  treatment  by  one 
Government  will  not  have  an  effect  on  the  de- 
portment of  others  towards  you. 

One  word  more,  sir^  before  I  conclude.  Gen- 
tlemen miscalcnlate  if  they  suppose  that  mere 
authority  (much  less  at  second  hand)  will  do  for 
us.  They  must  show  us  something  natter  before 
we  swallow  their  resolution.  It  is  an  infirmity, 
sir,  of  my  nature  that  I  cannot  yield  to  the  im- 
posing sound  of  great  names ;  they  never  did  and 
they  nerer  shall  put  me  to  silence,  or  drive  me  frooi 
my  purpose.  I  am  apprized  of  the  secret  denuncia- 
tions which  are  on  foot,  and  I  despise  them.  They 
shall  never  affect  me.  I  came  into  public  life 
with  these  principles,  and  I  will  leave  it  with 
them,  leave  it  when  I  may. 
The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned* 


Friday,  March  7.   ' 

Mr.  CaowifiNaHiELD  moved  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  eighteenth  and  seventy-seventh  section  of 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties- on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  so  far  as  to  remove  the  disa* 
bilities  and  restrictions  at  present  imposed  on 
vessels  arriving  at  several  ports  of  entry  of  the 
United  States  irom  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
from  places  bejfond  the  same. 

This  resolation,  after  a  modification  suggested 
by  Mr.  Dana,  making  it  more  comprehensive, 
was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATIONS  PROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  a|^ain  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union— Mr. 
Gbeog's  resolution  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Sl.oan.-^I  do  not  rise  to  deny,  but  to  ac- 
knowledge mvself  one  of  those  horn-book  poli- 
ticians, aUuded  to  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
and  to  assure  this  Committee  that  I  do  not  envy 
or  begrudge  that  memb»  either  his  superior  ge- 
nius, talents,  or  learning ;  and  further,  to  ask  on 
behalf  of  myself,  and  others  of  this  class,  th« 
favor  of  being  pennitted  to  deliver  our  sentiments 
on  this,  and  other  important  subjects,  in  such  lan- 
guage as  we  are  capaole  of,  until  eor  constituents 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  electing  other  mem- 
bers, of  superior  learning  and  talents,  and  farther 
advanced  in  political  knowledge.  This  is  a  favor 
I  hope  will  not  be  denied,  otherwise  a  ffreat  num- 
ber of  American  citizens,  the  remainder  of  this 
and  the  ensuing  session,  must  go  unrepresented. 

In  answer  to  the  as$ertion  that  our  late  conduct 
respecting  Spain  was  such  as  we  dare  not  mention ; 
that  we  dare  not  take  off  the  injunction  oi  %ecreey ; 
that  we  are  ashamed  to  let  the  nation  know  the 
secret — permit  me  to  assure  that  gentleman,  and 
this  Coinmittee,  that  I  feel  neither  shame,  nor 
compunction  of  heart,  for  the  part  that  I  acted  in 


that  business,  not  doubting  that,  when  the  injunc- 
tion is  taken  off,  and  the  public  acquainted  with 
the  whole  transaction,  the  real  iViends  of  the  peace 
and  interest  of  the  United  States  will  fully  ap- 

Erove  the  conduct  of  the  majority,  (with  whom  I 
ad  the  pleasure  to  act,)  and  which,  were  I,  bf 
side-glances  and  insinuations,  to  endeavor  to  im- 
press the  public  mind  with  a  belief  that  a  majority 
of  their  Kepresentattves  had  acted  in  a  manner 
they  were  ashamed  of,  I  conceive  my  constituents 
would  thenceforth  consider  me  unworthy  of  their 
confidence,  and  consequently,  of  a  seat  on  this 
floor. 

We  are  told  that  we  have  no  Cabinet.  Is  it 
necessarvl  is  it  recognised  by  the  Constitution  7 
No!  Tne  Presidents  powers  are  defined,  and 
have,  for  five  years,  been  fulfilled  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people. 

I  have  he^rd  of  British  Cabinets,  British  Min- 
isters, and  British  Privy  Councils;  Of  their  con- 
duct I  formed  a  very  bad  opinion,  before  the  mem- 
ber alluded  to  was  out  oi  his  nurse's  arms,  and 
have  seen  no  cause  to  change  that  opinion.  It  is 
therefore  pleasing  to  me  to  hear  that  we  have  no 
such- institution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  however  great  my  gratitude  to 
the  member  for  his  paternal  care  over  the  children 
in  p<^itics  on  this  floor,  which  roused  him  from 
his  sick  bed  to  give  his  superior  opinion  upon  this 
subject  before  our  weak  and  feeble  minds  had  been 
misled  by  Tom.  Dick,  and  Harry,  or  some  other 
arrogant  chap  tnat  might  have  some  knowled^ 
of  steering  a  ship  at  sea,  but  totally  ignorant  in 
navigating  our  vessel  of  State— I  say,  notwithstand- 
ing I  gave  all  the  attention  in  my  power  to  hia 
eloquent  speech  of  two  hours  and  forty-eight  min- 
utes, there  were  divers  parts  which  mv  weak  brain 
could  not  comprehend,  and  which  I  beg  leave  to 
la]f  before  this  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  re-' 
ceiviog  further  information. 

1. 1  cannot  comprehend  how  our  demanding  the 
release  of  our  impressed  seamen,  and  restitution 
for  unjust  captures  of  our  vessels,  can  be  con- 
strued as  throwing  our  weight  in  the  scale  of 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a  set  of  men 
who  do  not  support  the  public  weal  of  the  United 
States. 

2.  Nor  can  I  possibly  discover  that  Qreat  Brit- 
ain stands  precisely  in  the  same  situation  that  re- 
publican France  did  in  ^93.  For  information  on 
this  subject^  let  me  ask,  was  it  not  British  gold 
and  British  intrigue  that  then  formed  the  coalition 
against  republican  France?  And  is  it  not  the 
same  that  has  formed  the  present  coalition  against 
monarchical  France?  Have  the  armies  of  France, 
in  either  case,  advanced  beyond  their  own  terri- 
tory, previous  to  the  raising  and  advancing  towards 
them  of  powerful  armies  for  the  express  purpose  of 
subjugating  them,  and  dividing  their  property 
among  the  coalesced  Powers  ?  If  the  accounts 
received  are  true,  they  have  not 

But  we  are  told  that  Britain  is  now  the  only 
barrier  against  tyranny,  and  her  navy  our  only 
security ;  that  the  battle  off  Trafalgar  prevented 
the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  from  laying  our 
seaport  towns  under  contribution,  and^  that  the 
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British  navy  alone  stands  between  as  and  their 
tyranny.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  a  British  subject  was 
admitted  on  this  floor,  to  advocate  his  Sovereign's 
cause,  I  should,  from  him,  have  exoected  such 
languase ;  but  to  hear  it  from  a  memoer  of  Con- 
gress, has  astonished  me  more  than  anything  I 
ever  heard  within  these  ttfalls.  I  may  add,  that  I 
believe  even  a  British  subject,  of  common  sense 
and  ];$rudence,  would  not  ^ave  committed  his 
character  by  asserting  that  the  combined  fleets  of 
Holland,  France,  ana  Spain,  were  so  reduced  ihai 
ten  British  ships  (I  expect  or  the  line,  )fras  meknt) 
would  be  glad  to  meet  their  whole  force. 

Neither  can  I  comprehend  that  language  that 
in  one  breath  asserts  that  Spain  has  grossly  insult* 
ed  us  on  our  own  territory  j  that  we  ])ocket  those 
insults  because  they  are  a  favored  nation  ;  and  in 
the  next  breath  asserts  that  she  is  no  nation,  but 
those  aggressions  are  the  acts  of  France. 

I  here  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  some  remarks 
on  observations  made  on  this  floor,  which  have  a 
tendency  to  mislead  and  alarm  the  public  mind 
with  regard  to  France  and  Spain.  We  have 
been  told  that  Spain  has  insulted  us  on  our  own 
territory.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia whether  he  has  not  declared  that  we  do  not 
possess  a  foot  of  ground  beyond  the  Iberville  ?  tt 
BO,  let  the  world  judge  of  the  consistency  of  his 
reinarks.  I  ask  if  Spain  has  not  ordered  her 
cruisers  to  respect  our  vessels,  and  whether  France 
is  not  on  a  friendly  footing  with  us?  Shall,  then, 
the  piiblic  mind  be  deceived  with  the  idea  that 
bongrbss  have  not  acted  towards  those  nations 
with  spirit?  For  what?  Because  our  bounda^ 
ties  with  Spain  are  not  defined.  I  trust  in  Ood 
we  shall  never  go  to  war  for  that.  I  repeat  it,  our 
ftfiairs  are  in  a  train  of  amicable  settlement,  and 
I  trust  they  will  be  soon  settled. 

It  is  asserted  that  France  would  be  as  ty- 
rannical on  the  ocean  as  England,  had  she  the 
same  power;  that  is  a  point  that  I  have  neither 
foreknowledge  or  sagacity  enough  to  determine, 
nor  do  I  consider  such  assertions  either  necessary 
or  proper  6t  the  present  occasion.  The  degraded 
point  of  view  in  wlijch  Spain  has  been  repre- 
sented, the  tyrannical  disposition  of  France,  and 
Britain  represented  as  the  only  barrier  against  her 
tyranny,  the  forlorn  hope  of  Euro^Sin  liberty,  I 
have  heard  with  sorrow,  believing  such  language 
highly  improper  to  be  used  in  k  legislative  capa- 
city by  any  representative  of  a  free  people,  whose 
interest  it  is  to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with 
all  nations  of  the  6arth. 

I  shall  only  trouble  the  Committed  S^ith  oiie 
inbre  observation  upon  tb^  learned  and  eloquent 
speech  first  mentioned,  in  which  I  think  it  was 
alleged  that  parchment  was  the  only  remedy  ap- 
plied to  aggressions  oil  our  territory,  for  which  a 
member  from  New  Jersey  might  receive  a  vege- 
table specific.  If  I  am  the  member  alluded  to, 
permit  me  to  reply,  that  if  by  dealing  in  parch- 
ment we  can  continue  to  purchase  as  good  bar- 
fains  as  Louisiana,  and  thereby  preserve  peace,  I 
^  ope  the  United  States  will  always  prefer  deal- 
ing in  that  commodity  rather  tiban  to  imbrue  their 
hands  in  human  blood«    Respecting  vegetable 


specifics,  I  shall  ohIy.obBefvfe,  that  if  (hat  inember 
lives  to  my  age,  needing  no  more  specific  medi- 
cine, either  vegetable  or  mineral,  he  may  consider 
it  a  great  blessing ;  btrt  which  I  think  very  im- 
probable. 

Mr.  Chairman,  believfng  it  to  be  my  duty  to  de- 
lirer  my  sentiments  in  as  few  ^ords  as  possible, 
that  other  members  standing  on  an  e^nal  floor 
may  have  aii  Opportdnity  to  aeliver  theirs.  I  shall 
hasten  to  a  conclusion,  at  tire  same  time  not  doubt- 
ing that,  If  I  was  disposed  so  to  do.  I  could  take 
uj)  tbe  titne  of  th^  Committee  as  long^  and  to  as 
little  purpose,  as  a^y  other  member  within  these 
walls. 

I  could,  under  the  pretext  of  explaining,  keep 
the  floior  two  hours  and  nine  minutes,  if  the  Chair- 
man did  not  order  me  down,  which  I  hope  he  wifl 
if  ever  I  attempt  iu 

In  explainin^^  I  couti  declare  that  1  did  not 
cbean  to  stigmatize  a  respectable  class  of  citizens 
with  dishonesty,  or  any  other  reproachful  epithet, 
and  immediately  compare  them  to  butterflies  of 
the  day,  and  to  slippery  eels,  who  nfiil  get  round 
and  evade  any  regulations  or  restrictions  that  can 
be  made,  whose  interest  is  their  guide,  regardless 
of  th6  peace  nnd  interest  of  tbe  nation  in  which 
they  reside. 

I  could  declare  that  I  hud  ndt  fnralted  the  House, 
but^aimed  at  certain  political  characters,  and  in 
the  next  breath  charge  a  majiority  of  the  same 
House  with  having  hoodwinked  its  metfibers,  but 
unable  to  do  so  with  foreign  nations.  I  again 
could  charge  them  with  b&llyin|f  England  and 
truckling  to  France,  and  exclaim  in  an  impertoos 
tone,  this  you  have  done,  and  yon  know  it. 

Mr.  Chairmam,  I  conld  go  on  still  farther,  and 
assert  that  the  little,  trifling  argametits  of  my  o^ 
ponents  ought  to  bear  no  weight,  because  desti- 
tute of  reason;  that  instinct,  the  guide  of  the 
brUte  creation,  Was  superior  to  such  reason ;  jet 
deckre  that  I  meant  no  insult  to  their  nnder^ 
standihff. 

I  could  th^nj  in  the  ^ophetic  Itii^inform  the 
Coiiimittee  that  if  th^y  omnded  the  Briusb  Min- 
ister he  would  immediately  put  forth  his  strength, 
and  make  the  United  States  ieei  it ;  and  that  al- 
though France  at  present  appears  fitendly^  she  is 
like  tne  still  ho^  drinking  swill^  meditating  fu- 
ture evil^  and  will  eventually  (if  in  her  power) 
tteht  us  v^orse  than  England. 

I  could  in  a  few  words  remove  this  ihighty 
bugbear  that  the  friends  of  the  resolution  have 
made  so  innch  ^do  about — I  mean  the  impress- 
ment of  thre^e  thousand  of  our  seamren — hj  in- 
forminar^the  Corarmftt^  that  it  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  Btltaih  time  immemorial ;  that  it  has  been 
foutid  indispensably  necessary,  to  enable  them  to 
man  their  fleets ;  tnat  is  to  say,  withont  these  dia- 
bolical means,  which  none  but  inf<$mal  fiends  in 
human  shape  could  ever  use,  they  could  not  so 
eflectuklly  hare  carried  fire  and  sword,  devasta- 
tion and  plunder,  to  every  habitable  part  of  the 
globe,  and  thereby  so  greatly  increasea  the  quan- 
tum of  human  misery,  and  the  criesof  the  widows 
and  fatherless. 

I  eonid  also,  if  ntiy  conscience  would  pennit, 
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after  vencnig  my  hatred  in  the  most  bitter  invec- 
tives agaiost  the  French  &mperbr  that  my  genius 
could  inveht«  charging  Congress  with  truckling 
to  him,  and  bestowing  on  the  Government  of 
England  the  highest  applause  for  their  opposition 
to  French  tyranny — repeatedly  deny  being  the 
apologist  of  jBritain.  But  a  subsequent  question 
arises,  would  the  members  of  this  Committee  sub- 
scribe to  the  truth  of  such  declarations? 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  detain  the  Commit- 
tee no  longer  with  telliflg  them  what  might  be 
done,  but  earnestly  call  their  attention  to  what  has 
been  done — to  wnat  has  .been  said  on  this  floor. 
We  iiave  been  told  that  France  cannot  get  a  pound 
of  coffee  or  suvar  from  her  own  islands,  except 
through  the  medium  of  American  vessels,  and  that 
we  have  a  treaty  that  obliges  us  to  treat  (hem  as 
one  of  the  most  favored  nations.  This  raises  the 
curtain,  and  gives  a  full  and  complete  view  of  the 
whole  scene;  this  explains,  in  the  most  clear  and 
explicit  manner,  the  elaborate  speech  of  two  hours 
and  forty-eight  minutes,  and  the  explanation  of 
two  hours  and  nine  minutes.  A  horn-book  poli- 
tician may  by  this  clearly  discover  the  intention 
of  the  member  from  Virginia;  and  Tom,  Dick, 
and  Harry,  if  they  have  only  learned  the  three 
first  letters  of  the  alphabet,  may  understand  his 
meaning,  and  why  he  would  prefer  an  embargo 
to  even  a  partial  non-importation  of  British  man- 
ufactures.  It  is  possible  that  George  the  Third, 
that  zealous  defender  of  the  most  holy  faith,  by 
whose  most  gracious  orders  the  North  American 
colonies  were  declared  out  of  his  protection ;  and 
afterwards  his  paternal  care  was  further  manifested 
in  burning  their  towns,  murdering  their  citizens, 
and  causing  their  prisoners  to  perish  with  famine 
and  pestilence  in  noisome  dungeons  and  filthy 
prison-ships— I  say  it  is  possible,  as  the  precious 
life  of  this  great  benefactor  of  mankind  is  Vet  pre- 
served, and,  we  are  told  on  this  floor,  remains  ani- 
mated with  the  same  benevolent  spirit,  fighting 
the  battles  of  liberty  against  Gallic  tyranny,  if  he 
should  fail  by  land, his  nious  zeal  may  induce  him 
once  more  to  resort  to  nis  forlorn  hope,  as  he  did 
in  the  late  war  with  repabllcan  France;  declare 
all  her  ports  and  her  allies  in  a  state  of  blockade ; 
cover  tne  ocean  with  his  fleets,  in  order  to  effect 
by  a  famine  what  he  b  unable  to  do  by  force  of 
arms.  In  that  case,  an  embargo  on  American  ves- 
sels woold  fhcilitate  his  purpose.  But  here  let  me 
ask  this  Committee,  Can  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  countenance  such  a  procedure?  I  hope 
not. 

Before  I  sit  down,  let  mfe  ask  the  members  of 
this  Committee,  (especially  you  in  whose  ears  the 
expiring  groans  of  your  brethren  in  arms — of  your 
beloTed  fellow-citizens — yet  vibrates ;  slain  by  the 
murderous  hands  of  the  mercenaries  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, or  more  barbarously  deprived  of  life  by  fam- 
ine or  pestilence,)  Can  you,  while  that  same  mon- 
arch reigns,  and  who,  instead  of  diminishiog.  has 
added  to  the  long  and  black  catalogue  of  crimes 
aet  forth  in  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
which  induced  you  to  risk  your  lives  in  opposi- 
tion to  bis  tyranny ;  can  you  with  complacency, 
or  any  degree  of  approbatioiij  sit  and  near  thai 
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Government  who  continues  her  tyranny  and  in- 
justice to  theseUnited  States — witness  the  capture 
of  our  vessels  and  impressment  of  our  seamen—* 
held  up  by  a  member  on  this  floor,  as  the  only  bar- 
rier we  have  against  the  tyranny  of  that  nation 
who  in  our  struggle  assisted  us  with  Tessels  of  war, 
arms,  ammunition,  men,  and  money;  whose  sol- 
diers fought  by  your  side, and  bled  to  sopnort  Amer- 
ican liberty  and  independence,  and  wnose  €k>v- 
emment  continues  friendly  towards  tis  ?  I  hope 
not ;  I  believe  you  cannot )  your  hearts  must  turn 
indignant  from  such  language.  For  my  ov^n  part, 
I  am  free  to  declare,  that,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  have  heard  nothing 
that  has  so  hurt  my  feelings.  I  have  borne  them 
in  silence.  I  am  nappy  in  obtaining  a  few  mo- 
ments in  my  plain  unlearned  way  to  express  them, 
that  this  Committee  and  all  the  United  states  may 
know  that  I  retain  the  same  abhorrence  against 
British  tyranny  that  I  did  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  also  the  same  love  for  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Fnf  OLBT  said  he  had  been  long  in  the  habit 
of  observing,  that,  when  a  subject  was  discussed 
which  occasioned  numerous  arguments,  the  ques- 
tion #as  often  lost  sight  of.  In  the  heat  of  debate, 
instead  of  the  subject  before  them,  the  precedine 
argument  became  the  text  to  him  tnat  replied,  and 
his  to  the  next  who  took  the  floor,  and  so  on,  in 
succession,  until  some  member  succeeded  in  call* 
inff  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  original 
subject.  Though  the  present  question  had  but  a 
few  days  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  yet,  in  his  opinion,  several  of  the 
speakers  on  the  floor  had  lost  signt  of  it,  further 
tnan  he  had  formerly  observed  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  would  attempt  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  from  these  desultory  excursions,  which 
settle  no  point  in  debate,  and  often  have  no  visi- 
ble connexion  with  it,  to  the  important  question 
thev  were  called  upon  to  decide;  and  in  doinfl^ 
so,  ne  would  take  no  notice  of  anything  that  had 
beien  offered  as  argument,  which  was  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  question.  He  would 
neither  be  the  advocate  or  apologist  for.  any  one 
nation  of  Europe,  nor  treat  any  other  nation  with 
irritating  contempt.  Language  of  the  kind  that  has 
been  used  within  two  &ys  past  in  this  House 
ouffht  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  we  were  employed 
in  discussing  a  manifesto  to  support  a  declaration 
of  war,  and  even  for  that  purpose  it  is  inconsist- 
ent with  national  dignity.  He  said,  the  subject 
before  th^  House  was  a  resolution,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  to  prohibit  all  importation  of  goods  the 
produce- or  the  manufacture  of  Britain,  or  any  of 
the  British  dominions ;  not  to  prevent  Britain 
or  her  dependencies  from  receiving  supplies  of 
provisions,  raw  materials^  &c.,  from  us.  It  does 
not  goto  prohibit  exportation ;  but  even  this  should 
not  he  done  without  a  very  sufficient  cause.  Two 
causes  are  assigned  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
tion ;  first,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen ;  sec* 
ond,  coitimercial  aggressions. 

Mr.  F.  asked,  Was  it  ever  known,  in  the  history 
of  independent  nations,- that  any  one  nation  im* 
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i4to  their  fleel^,  to  fight  a^invt  a  aaiioa  friendly 
to  ttu^t  from  wnich  they  bad  been  impressed,  and 
to  receive  no  wages  or  emoluments  unless  they 
^«uld  enlist,  which  few  oi  them  ever  do^  except 
under. the  lasl^  of. the  boatswain,  which  is  applied 
if  they  apoear  reluctant  .to 4I0  the  meanest  drudg- 
ery^ apd  who  must  of  necessity  hate  the  nation  for 
wni^h  they  fought  ?  No,  sir.  this  cano^ot  be  shown* 
TJie  Brituh.Qoyeinm^nt  nas  loj^g  been  in  the 
halnit  of  impressing  their  own  subjects  for  seaxoen. 
I^  Krance,  we  have  been  lately  tcdd  in  this  House, 
cipBsc^pts.  are  fprced  to  the  army.  Perhaps  the 
conscripts  are  thasame  that  we  bave  been  aecus- 
tWtfi^  to  call  the  classes  of  milititi  in  this  coun- 
try 4  but  it  is  of  tfaeiro  wo  citizens. .  Ifipressments 
to  the  na.vy  are  a  very  different  thing.  It  is  such 
ap  exercise  of  tyranny  tha^  it  is  hoped  will  nevet 
be  exercised  in  this  country,  Yet,stiU,  except  \i 
tae  case  of  our  seamen,  it  is  their  own  subjects: 
t)iey  do  not  impress  Swejdes,  Danea,  or  Prvssians, 
A  man  impressed  is  condenmed  to  a  slavery  of 
tHe  worst  kind.  Slavery,  for  a  limited  time,  is  a 
suitable  punishment  for  crimes;  hot  the  sentence 
with  us,  and  in  all  nat^<M»s,  civilized  or  savage,  is 
decided  by  known  and  responsible  judges  to  be  the 
hreacU.of  some  law.  Bat  by  whom  is  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  to  slavery  passed  on  our 
citizens,  sailing  under  the  protection  of  our  own 

Sg^  cbai^eaUe  with  no  crime?  Not  by  a  court 
justice  in  any  form;  not  even  by  an  officer  of 
iMg^  responsibility  j  but  by  some,  young  subaltern 
of  a.qtaiiKif-war,  which  is  universally  admitted  to 
resort. to  the  most  arbitrary  spf^ies of  government 
existing.  1^0  other  crime  is  ailleged  to.  justify  the 
eeindemnationy  but  that  he  spepks  the  Bn^sh  Ian- 
8Pf^?f  or  has  become  an  American  citizen^  and 
nfi-  other  judge  but  a  Uentenant  or  midshipman 
aeleeted  for  this  exertion  of  tyranny. 

We  have  not  long  since  expressed  a  just  abhor* 
ten^  of  slavery,  by  a  very  unanimous  vote  of  this 
Biovis^;  we  have  expressed  a  very  ootumendable 
p»lhy  for  the  untutored  sons  of  Africa,  of  a 
ent  color  from,  ourselves,  aolea  or  forced  from 
fam.ilies  and  all  that  is  dear  to  them ;  and 
s^aJl  we  make  no  exertions  to  protect  our  own 
cjttixeos  ffom«  woise  kind  of  slayery  ?  If  the  planl- 
est  of.  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  State  where 
ala,viee  are  employed,  should  forcibly  take  any  of 
opv:  sooff  from  the  plough,  or  other  lawful  and 
necessary  .occupation,  and  set  them  Jo  work,  with 
qM^er  slaves  in  raising  cotton  or  ricci  the  outi^ge 
W9»ld  be  horrid,  indeed,  but  not  equal,  to  the  im- 
ppoessment  of  our  citizens*  Tbeslave  to  the  planter 
mwt  labor,  bu«  he  is  not  obli^^d  to  kill  thc^  who 
hfive  given  him  no  provocation,  or  to  be  killed 
himffeli,  and  he  may  he  found  and  redeemed. 
Bfoneyt  redeemed  our  captives  from  the  ^arbary 
CMSt,  a^d  we  felt  for  them,  and  advanced  the  orice. 

There  is,  sir,  another  point  of  view  presented  in 
the  impressmeni  of.  our  seamea  which  ought  to 
address  our  attention.  It  is  admitted  that  severitl 
thousand  of  our  impressed  citizens  are  employed 
on  board  the  British  men-of-war,  (ightiog  against 
France.     These,  it  is  believed,  ara  sumcient  to 
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peaceable  m^ns  as  are  within  our  power  to  pre- 
vent it.  may  not^  this  be  charged  a$  a  breach  of 
neutrality-— mav  it  not.be  justly  called  war  in  dl^ 
guise?    But  I  forbear. 

CoQunercial  aggressions,  suchr^  capturing  oor 
merchant  ships  laden  wit,h  cargoea  of  colonial 
produce, purchased  in. return  for  the  produce  of 
our  own  country  and  the  property  of  our  own  cit- 
izens, and  condemnbg.  contrary  to  tl^e  laws  and 
usages  bt  nations,  as  approved  and  practised  even 
by  the  British  couru  uaJ[U  August  last,  ai^d  open- 
ly in  her  decisions  subatitotiag  the  instructi<>ns  of 
tne  court. in  the  place  of  the  law  of  nations,  con- 
trary to  her  own  former  practice  by  w|iich  it  is 
acknowledged  by  the  opposers  of  the  resoiniion 
the  British  courts  ha  ye  already  condemned  at 
least  six  millicms  of  dollar^  of  the  property  of  our 
citizens,  on  new  principkfk,  which,  not  being 
known  to  the  owners,  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
yide  against  the  events.  Thounh  these  aggres- 
sions have  hitherto  .been  principafly  comn^tted  on 
cargoes  of  colonial  produce,  where  only,  we  cau 
find  a  market  for  the  produce  of  the  Middle  and 
Eastern  States,  yet  the  principles  ace  equally  ap- 
plicable to  much  of  our  EUst  India  trader  and  to 
the  trade  with  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  from 
wbich  we  derive  most  of  the  favorable  balance  of 
tradoi  which  enables  us  to  discharge  the  unfavor- 
able balance  of  trade  wiUi  Great  Britain ;  and  she 
can  so  apply  them  without  giving  notice  of  her 
intention  at  a  time  when  sfke  knows  w^  have  tkc 
greatest  ao^ount  of  property  on  the  ocean.  We 
cannot admi^  theplea  ot  necessity,  as  suggested  in 
a  well  known  British  pamphlet,  ami  advocated 
without  reserve  by  th<e  gentleman  from  Virginia* 
To  adiltit  this  would  justify  every  possible  ag- 
gression of  the  Power  at  war  against  neutral  na^ 
tions.  We  make  no  war  ia.  disguise  against  Brit- 
ain ;  we  iayor  her  as  mjich  as  m.  our  neutral  sta- 
tion and  QOfnmercifl  situation  we  can  do.  We 
bear  with  aggressions  from,  her  that  would  nol  be 
offered  nor  borne  with  fron^  any  other  nationu 
The. profits  accruing  from  a  favorable  commer- 
cial balance  with  other  naliox^sia  cheetfiilly' 
thrown  into  her  lap,  apd  if  we  do  not  continoe  to 
do  so  it  is  her  own  f^nft^  Justice  and  policy  re* 
quire  that  she  should  do  sa»  Britain  pretend^  im>, 
cause  oi complaint  ag^^  us.  We  haye  readily 
removed  sucb  as  she  ever  ha4«  ^J  pleadiiiig  n^ 
cessity,  the  aggression  on  her  part  seenji^  ta  ba  ac* 
koowledged.    Let  h^r  remote  the  cause. 

This  question,  therefore,  naturally  arises,  asa 
these  things  wrong;  d9,;tl|b^y  not  only  «4r«st  onr 
interest  but  our  national  independence  ?  It  waa 
confidently  expected  tbat  to  this  inquiry  every 
member  would  answer  itt  the  affirmative*  One 
member,  however,  has  ^^e  far  to  advoeate  all 
the  aggressions  complained  of.  No  doubt,  how* 
ever,  a  great  majority  of  the  niemhem  are  ooa- 
vinced  that  the  iipE^pressment,  and  the  other  %%- 
gressions,  require  a  remedy;  the  object  of  tho; 
present  deliberation  is  to  discover  such  measures 
as  will  be  most  expedient,  not  oojy  to  correct  the 
evil,  but  to  pr^lMe  reasonable  redresa  withoirt 
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Mr.  F.  addfedy  Uat  it  W8«  naaoBftbl^  10  ezptet 

•ome  dtvertity  o£  opinioB;  llttt  such  9  diversity 

does  eziiiit  is  evident  fsom  tbe  ouintoraad  variety 

of  the  reeolntions  referred  to  this  Commiuee.   Of 

tbeae.  aooM  are   subeti totes   for  tlie  resolutioa 

wbicik  is  now  tlM  subject  of  debate;  tiiey  have  the 

saxae  object  i a.  view,  but  vary  in  the  laeans  pro* 

posed.    Others  may  be  very  piopesly  pursued  ia 

eoneunence  witb,  a«d  ia  atd  of,  tke  resolution 

aader  debate  >  for  some  of  these^.  wilk  ptoper 

modifiefttioas,  ke  said  he '  would  pifobably.  vole* 

There-  is  cerlatnJy  a  variety.*  of  .nwthoda  in  our 

p^wer  of  af  plyingr  an  effectual  and  at  tfaa  sanaet 

time  peaeeahle  and  permaaeati  oovrecdve  of  our 

Sooa^ia  of  ooBiplaint.  The  adatbod  proposed  io 
e  rcBolttiioii  on  the  table  ha  thought  well  calco* 
latedta  producer  the  e&ct;  that  thetdiseussion  of 
it  woiild  al  iea^  briflf^  the  whole  anhject  into 
riew,  and'prenare  their  minds  fof  other  resolutions* 

Mr.  ff.  said 'perhaps  he  would  be  told  that.it  is 
a  war  measbie,  and^  as  sac^  ought  to  be  avoided^ 
We  have  been  told  so  already  h^i  a  gentleman 
from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  J.  RANDOLra^)  who  was  up 
y«fltCTda^#  Mr*  R  said'  his  oollea^pe,  who  intriv 
duced  the  resolution,  declared  he  dtd  net  consider 
it  as  a  warmeasoie,  and  that  be  himself  was'vab- 
ssliiteiy'  opposed  to  war  equally  with  his  ool-i 
leaeue* 

This:  resolutioii  provisioaBllv  pvoposes  terms 
whieh  it  is.jusiaad  reasonable  that  Britain  should 
comply  witir,  and  which  is  fully  in  her  power,  10 
prevent  the  iaapoctation  of  goods  the  produce  and 
mauufactures  of  the  British.  domiaioAs,  until  a 
reasonable  aacomaaodalipa  is  raade^  by  neghtia^ 
tion.    It. docs  not  go  to  preveol  evportatitm* 

But  it  may-  be  said,  and  it  is  bo  doubf  theopio* 
ioa  of  .some  meeahess,  that  the  subject  should  at 
this  time,  be  left  wholly  Jo  negotiation,  trithont 
heiag  aided  by  any  legislative'  measure.  This  is 
the  mosi.  important  poiatt  10  view  ia  jthc^subjeet 
hefofe  UK. 

Both  the  suppocters  and  oppesera  of  the  jresolu** 
tioB'  agr«e.  I batao  stccoianDodatioii  by  negociattoo 
is  soMy  their  object*  Thia^  he  said)  was  ua- 
doubtedly  his  object,  and  he  would  support  tbie 
resolution  on  the  ubw,  subject  to  whaseir^r  mod- 
ificatioft.  the  tnaj^nty  of  the  Oonmnttee  oiay 
thiifek  proper  to  give  it,  solely  with  a.vtewtO'fur<4 
ther  a  favorable  negotiatteo . .  But  'Will  any  meitt« 
her  say  that  the  Pjresideath»rnoralready<  exerted 
all  the:  po wees  Tested  iavhtm,  aad  all  the  tabmts 
of  whioii  he  is'tpessesaed^  tO'Booomplish  an  ami^ 
cable  negoAiatioa  ?  They  wilt  not.  Ttiey- wsU 
not  say  thet  every* Pi>esident  of  the  United  States 
has  not  doBrevctything}  in  their  popper,  by  nego^ 
tiation»to  prevent  the  impressaaeDt  of  our  citi^ns, 
since  the  imptessaaent  eenMnenced  in  179S*^the 
first  timA^  indeed,!  in  the  history  of  nationsf  that  a 
power  of  one  independent  nation  over  the  citi* 
zens  of  anothes  independent  natioa  waa  assomed. 

The  Preeident.  in  his  first  Message^tOith is Con«> 
gressy  officially  brought  the  subject  befbre  them.  In 
a  stt^quent  Message  he  informed  them  of  the  in* 
strucitoas  he  bad  given,  of  the  exertions  that  had 
been  mada^nd,  in  short,  that  negoiiatioai  was  ez- 
hanated*    Why,  then ^  should  we  refiise  suoh  iegia^ 


lative  aid'  as^  in  the  preacni  state  of  thebnsiiiessiia 
absolutely  necessary  to  render  neg[oti4tioE^siieeesa«* 
ful  ?  Can  WIS  expeet  sueo^s  without  seme  effi- 
cient expression  of  the^national  will?  FormeB 
Presideais  did  not  expect  it  so  from  any  natien. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentlemen  who  have  risen  ia 
oppositioiL  tO'  the  resolution  have  taken  no  notiea 
of  the  impeesstteot  of  our  citiaeas,  thengh  ii  ia 
by  fiir  the  most  aggravated  grievaaee;  Thtyi 
seem  to  give  to  Great  Britain  a^prescriptiverighl 
of  that  essealiid  poftion  of)  onr  indepsndeaoeu 
Happily,  however,  the  exerciee  of:  that  meet  ty«* 
ranoicel  pof^er  has*  been  peoraeeurtogly. protested 
agxutfst  Of  every  Admintsiiation  since  that^  nnvt 
Plifcedented. tyranny  beoan  to  be  exercised.  Inw 
deed)  th(e  fttfsl  instance  of  aeqiuesceaee  which  has 
been  mauMested  is  by  the  naen^ers  who  hairai 
spoken  in  opposition  to  this  resoiutioa. 

The  gjeatleman  from  Virginia^  yesterday^  tke» 
seooird  time  he  hae  been  upon  the  question,  ae*? 
knowledged  the  omission,  but  seamed  to  make  a» 
olSket  of  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  last  Soauner  to  balance  the  imprese-i 
ment«  It  .appeara  that  two  men  fled  from  j  ustiea 
from  the  settlement  possessed  by  Spain^  and  wem 
pursued  and  taken  in  onr  territory,  out  afterwarde 
rescued  from  the  officer  of  Spain^  This  might 
be  baktBced  by  the  outrage  committed  by  the 
Britia)i  at  Detroit;  but  withoot  dwelling  on  thia 
insuit,  it  is  suffinient  to  observe  that  the  two  aaen 
are  free  froeii  bondage,  and  that  there  has  not  been 
time  to  remooetmte  and  negotiate  with  Spain 
sinc9B  the  outrage  happened,  and  that  a  coorl  of 
justice  is  competent  to  decide  on  it.  If  Britain 
oad  Jmpressed'Dut  two  men^^if  she  had  impreaaed 
but'  two  huodted,  and  had  disavowed  the  ioten'* 
tion  of  doing  JO  any  more-*-if  the-  Ooutt  of  Lon^ 
doa  lad  not  advoeaied  and  avowed  persisting  in 
the  nnprecedcnted  outrage  on  the  laws  and  usagea 
of  nations^f  that  Govemment  had  not  vindicate 
ed  the  conduct  and  refused  to  si^  a  coaTentioa 
on  that  subject  (lAioe  agreed  to)'witbiout  ananad* 
missible  exception^  it  naay  be  presumed*  the  ease 
wonld  nqt  ha?o  been  broughe  before  the  Legiar 
lattice. 

The  obscrTations  of  thiegentleviattf  bowexer, 
ao  oftett>bringolarrela%io&a  with  Spain  intovieaii 
without  exjdanatioas)  that  tht^ughi  thef  have-  no 
connexion  with  the  suhj^ect  before  us^  he  would 

shortly  s^^l  ^^^}  >&  ^  purchase  of  Louisiana 
fromr  France,  which  the  geatlenmn  from  Virginia 
hae^  in  stueog  terms  aekoowkdged  xmb;  a  good 
hmgaie,  that  even  the*  channel  of  the  river  was 
worth  the  osfuney,  4e*,  yet  in  the  Torions  trane^ 
fere  between^  Francei  and  Spain,  and  the.  final 
tsensSar  to  the  United  States,  the  boundary  liaee 
had  never  baan  settled.  By  a  bill  reported  t#  the 
Ust  Gongressj  it  is  believed  bf  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  himself,  which  passed  into  arlaW| 
itwaamade  the- President's  dutvtotake  possei- 
sion  of  the  Mobile  districts  He  did  so,  and  Spain 
olHeeted  tp  the  bouodary,  and  the  afiair  becamea 
subject  of  negotiation,  as  well  as  the  unsettled 
We$iern  boundary*  As  soon  as  this  became  a 
subject  of  negotiation,  the  President  proceeded 
no  fnrtberi  hut  left  the^  undecided  boundary  in.tbe 
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state  it  was,  until  the  bouad^ry  should  be  amiea- 
blf  settled. 

This,  sir,  is  the  way  I  understand  the  case  to 
stand ;  and  if  I  understand  it  truly,  the  President 
has  conducted  With  great  correctness,  aereeabljr 
to  the  law  of  nations.  Of  the  truth  of  tnis  it  is 
not  necessary  to  quote  authority,  one  example  for 
illustration  is  sufficient:  though  the  Western 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  Brit- 
ish territory  had  been  ciearl]r  defined  in  the  de- 
finitive treaty  with  Great  Britain,  yet  the  West- 
ern forts  within  our  acknowledged  boundary 
were  forcibly  withheld  from  us  by  British  troops ; 
but  while  tlie  negotiation  conducted  by  Mr.  Jay 
was  in  progress  at  the  Court  of  London,  the  Pres- 
ident. WA8BIN0T0N,  uot  Only  withheld  the  Fed- 
eral  troops,  then  engaged  in  war  with  the  Indians, 
from  advancing,  but  ^rbade  General  Irving  from 
going  with  a  party  of  Pennsylvania  militia  to  lay 
out  a  town  on  the  margin  ot  Lake  Brie,  in  Penn- 

Slvania,  where  it  was  not  known  that  ever  the 
ritish  had  advanced  a  claim  since  the  Revolu- 
tion, or  taken  possession ;  but  neither  had  we  ac- 
tually occupied  it  before,  but  it  was  within  the 
acknowledged  boundary  of  that  State.  Retain- 
ing possession  until  the  boundary  is  settled  is  no 
agcrression  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

Mr.  F.  said,  we  are  alarmed  with  dangers  in- 
stead of  being  convinced  by  argument.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is,  indeed*  not  much 
mistaken,  we  are  first  to  be  ruined  by  war  with 
Britain,  and  afterwards  overwhelmed  by  France, 
and  distressed  with  numerous  privations.  It  is 
true,  if  Britain  ot  any  other  nation  find  it  to  be 
their  interest  and  design  to  go  to  war  with  us, 
they  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  assign  a  cause.  We 
cannot  turn  our  feet  in  regulating  our  own  com- 
merce, but  they  can,  in  a  mani&to,  give  it  the 
coloring  of  a  cause  of  war.  Without  imputing 
to  Britain  a  less  degree  of  justice  or  honor,  or 
ealculating  on  her  possessing  a  higjher  sense  of 
national  depravity  than  any  om^  nation,  we  must 
all  admit  that  she  is  a  pretty  good  judge  of  her 
own  interest,  and  sufficiently  disposed  to  pursue 
it  If  that  is  admitted;  it  is  the  most  evident  in-* 
merest  of  Britain  to  cease  from  her  affjgnressions, 
and  make  reasonable  restitution,  in  preference  to 
war  or  the  privations  we  can  make  her  sufier 
without  going  to  war.  At  present,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past,  her  commerce  has  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  greatest  extent  of  the  most  fertile 
and  wealthy  part  of  Europe,  and  in  these  eoun^ 
tries  manufactures  are  so  much  encouraged  that 
the  British  goods  can  never  again  be  in  tne  same 
demand  in  that  quarter.  For  some  of  her  most 
extensive  and  important  manufactures  she  de- 
pends on  the  United  States  for  the  raw  materials, 
to  the  amount  of  near  $5,000,000,  besides  a  large 
amount  of  other  articles  of  the  ^first  necessity. 
These  manufactures,  thegreat  source  of  her  wealth 
and  power,  depend  for  their  support  upon  the  con^ 
sumers  as  well  as  on  the  raw  materials.  No  other 
nation  in  the  world,  probably  all  the  nations  of 
Europe,  do  not  consume  so  much  of  her  manu- 
factures as  the  United  States  do ;  tbey  not  only 
•onsume  what  pays  for  the  vast  amount  of  raw 


materials  of  our  own  produce  which  Brita^in  re- 
ceives, but  also  to  the  amount  of  several  millions 
of  foreign  articles  which  they  purchase  from  our 
merchants ;  but  they  create  a  balance  against  us 
to  a  greater  amount  than  the  whole  annual  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  the  discharge  of  which 
swallows  up  the  profits  acquired  by  our  exports  to 
ail  other  countries. 

When  or  by  whom  was  ever  non-importation 
deemed  a  war  measure  9  Not  at  any  time  we 
k^iow  of  by  Britain,  the  United  States,  or  probably 
any  other  nation.  The  British  Treaty  recognises 
it  as  a  measure  of  peace.  While  we  were  yet 
colonies  we  had  recourse  to  non-importation  by 
voluntary  agreement,  in  order  to  induce  Britain  to 
repeal  the  stamp  act,  after  .other  methods  had  been 
exhausted.  It  was  not  considered  or  treated  as  a 
war  measure  b]r  either  party^  but  by  aflfe^jing  the 
manufacturing  interest,  d».,  m  Britain  it  procured 
the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act.  The  same  measure 
procured  the  repeal  in  part  of  the  revenue  acts; 
what  of  them  remained  unrepealed,  as  a  pledge  of 
the  sovereign  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
legislate  for  the  colonies,  produced  the  war  which 
estabMshed  our  independence. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  third  Congress, 
information  of  th6  British  orders  of  the  8th  ot 
June,  1798,  and  the  aggressions  in  pursuance  of 
these  orders  com'mitt^  on  our  commerce,  were 
officially  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  consequence  of  which,  Mr.  Madisoh 
submitted  certain  resolutions  that  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  members,  but  before  any  final  decis- 
ion on  them  had  taken  place,  information  was  re- 
ceived of  the  orders  of  the  6th  of  November  1793, 
which  authorized  a  higher  degree  of  aggression 
than  had  been  heretofore  committed.  Neither 
the  orders  of  June  or  November  were  otherwise 
known  but  bv  their  execution,  until  after  great 
great  damage  nad  been  sustained.  In  consequence 
of  information  of  these  ruinous  denredatioBs  aa 
embargo  for  thirty  days  was  laid  after  two  days 
consideration,  with  an  interval  between,  with  shut 
doors.  The  embargo  was  soon  after  extended  for 
thirty  days  longer. 

The  embargo,  however,  was  not  intended  as  a 
perman^nl  measure^  nor  expected  to  have  any 
permanent  effect;  it  could  not  have  a  great  effect 
except  Off  the  British  West  Indies  which  depend- 
ed on  us  for  their  necessary  supplies.  The  em- 
bargo however  secured  what  was  yet  in  our  har- 
bors until  Congress  might  have  time  to  deliberate, 
and  Britain  did  not  treat  it  as  a  war  mei^iiie. 

The  first  result  of  that  deliberation  was  a  reso- 
lution for  aequestratinff  the  debts  due  to  British 
subjects  by  citizens  of  this  coulktrjq  which  was 
at  this  time  a  large  amount  After  this  had  been 
considered  for  a  considerable  time,  and  afterwards 
discussed,  it  was  dropped,  and  a  resolution  for  a 
non-intercourse  with  the  British  dominions  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  This  resoiation  was,  widi 
frequent  intervals,. a  subject  of  deliberation  for 
some  weeks  before  the  House  of  Repreeeatatives, 
and  in  all  its  stages  was  supported  by  a  majority. 
While  this  subject  was  before  the  Houae,  and  be- 
fore a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  i«ported|  infoimation 
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wasreoeiTed  that  Britain,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
had  faTorably  revised  the  orders  of  the  6(b  of 
Notrember  preceding,  and  that  our  commerce  was 
again  admitted  to  be  conducted  on  such  a  footing 
as  we  have  since  acquiesced  in  with  little  com- 
plaint. But  the  progress  of  the  non-intercourse 
Dili  was  not  therefore  stopped ;  the  British  Court 
had  issued  orders  on  one  principle  in  June^  and 
U]x>n  another  principle  in  November,  and  a  third 
principle  in  March.  Three  orders  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  each  other  in  seven  months,  and 
might  probably  have  made  another  change  before 
this  inrormation  arrived ;  the  bill  therefore  passed 
the  House  by  a  greater  majority  than  it  is  believed 
any  other  commercial  measure  during  that  session. 
It  passed  also  in  the  Senate  by  a  respectable  ma- 
jority, till  the  order  for  the  last  reading ;  when,  the 
votes  being  equal,  the  bill  was  refused  the  last  read- 
ing by  the  Vice  President's  vote.  The  President 
had  recently  nominated  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary  to  the  Court  of  London ;  this  induced  a 
number  of  the  memhers  of  the  Senate  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pass  the  non-inter- 
course bill  into  a  law. 

Mr.  F.  said,  be  had  sufficient  ground  to  believe 
that  the  President  delayed  the  nomination  of  an 
Envoy  for  a  considerable  time,  waiting  for  the  pro- 

fress  of  the  bill,  and  that  be  did  not  nominate  the 
Invov  with  an  intention  to  defeat  the  last  vote  on 
the  bill,  but  rather  to  correspond  with  it.  Thus 
far  he  well  recollected  that  on  the  da  v  that  the  non- 
intercourse  resolution  was  submittea  to  the  House, 
in  conversation  with  one  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, on  the  subject  of  the  President  sending  an 
Envoy,  which  was  then  much  talked  of,  the  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  President  would  send  an  £n- 
voy  as  aoon  as  Congress  had  strengthened  his 
hands  with  any  sufficient  expression  of  the  pub- 
lic will ;  that  Madison's  resolutions  appeared  suit- 
able early  in  the  session  was  generally  admitted, 
but  thev  were  dropped  perhaps  as  not  correspond- 
ing to  tne  increased  aggressions  since  November. 
The  resolution  for  sequestration,  he  said,  he  did 
not  approve,  but  the  resolution  for  non-intercourse, 
then  submitted  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Clark  or 
New  Jersey,  he  thought  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose, and  that  if  it  passed  Congress,  the  President 
would  send  an  Envoy.  It  did  pass  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  sec- 
oncl  reading  in  the  Senate  before  .the  Envoy  was 
nominated!)^  the  President.  These  circumstan- 
ces are  mentioned  to  demonstrate  that  at  no  period 
heretofore,  either  before  or  since  the  declaration  of 
independence,  was  refusing  to  import  or  consume 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  any  country 
deemed  a  war  measure;  it  cannot  be  so  unless 
some  treaty  is  thereby  broken.  The  British 
Treaty  secures  this  right  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  F.  said  it  was  true  that  not  only  on  the  oc- 
casions abovementioned.  but  on  the  discussion  of 
the  resolution  submittea  by  Mr.  Madison,  on  the 
resolutions  for  an  embargo  and  the  opposition  to 
the  British  Treaty  being  ratified,  there  were  mem- 
bers and  others  who  declared  these  measures 
would  lead  to  war,  dtc.  It  was  particularly  so 
when  the  question  of  the  embargo  was  first  dis- 


cussed. That  the  measure  will  lead  to  war  is  al- 
ways the  cant  word  of  opposition^  and  is  well  cal- 
culated to  alarm  such  ot  the  citizens  as  are  not 
well  informed ;  but  enacting  such  measures  are 
agreeable  to  the  Treaty  with  Britain,  and  within 
the  unquestionable  rights  of  sovereignty,  therefore 
cannot  of  themselves  cause  war.  The  resolutoli 
therefore  is  not  objectionable  on  this  ground, 
whatever  it  may  be  on  the  ground  of  expediencv. 
But  if  the  British  Government  should,  disre^rd- 
ing  the  principles  of  justice,  embargo  our  ships  in 
their  harbors,  capture  them  on  the  ocean,  where 
we  have  a  large  amount  of  property  afloat,  and 
even  if  they  should  be  mad  enough  to  attack  our 
ports  and  harbors  with  their  fleet,  if  they  should 
do  all  that  has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  we  have  the  power  and  means  of 
making  reprisals.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  thatjgentleman 
had  yesterday  charged  his  colleague  (Mr.  Smilib) 
with  inconsistency,  he  havine  formerly  opposed 
a  fleet  and  was  now  in  favor  of  one,  dkc.  Efut  this 
was  not  the  case ;  neither  his  colleague  nor  him- 
self were  in  favor  of  a  fleet,  nor  would  ever  vote 
for  one  to  oppose  or  make  reprisals  on  Britain, 
while  less  expensive  and  much  more  certain  mieans 
of  reprisal  were  in  our  power.  The  vast  amount 
of  stock  that  the  British  subjects  owned  in  our 
funds  and  banks,  and  of  debts  due  from  our  mer- 
chants to  her  merchants  and  manufacturersj  and 
her  territories  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  in  our 
neighborhood,  which,  though  of  no  great  value  to 
us,  are  of  incalculable  value  to  her,  are  all  in  our 
power,  and  are  all  lawful  objects  for  reprisals,  which 
at  least  may  be  justified  by  excess  or  provocation. 
Even  supposing  Great  Britain  lost  to  all  sense  of 
justice  and  national  honor,  which  he  did  not  admit 
m  its  whole  extent,  yet  we  will  all  admit  that  she  is 
sensible  of  and  pursues  her  own  interest ;  and  that 
it  is  not  her  interest  to  go  to  extremities  with  us  on 
the  account  of  all  she  gains  by  the  affffressions  of 
which  we  complain,  must  be  admitted  by  all  com- 
petent judges. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  spoken  of  the 
character  of  those  engaged  in  commerce,  in  an 
unusual  strain  of  acrimonv ;  he  has  denounced 
commercial  pursuits,  and  aenied  protection  to  it 
beyond  gunshot  from  our  shores,  dbc.  It  is  true 
he  yesterday  refused  protection  onlv  to  what  is 
usually,  though  incorrectly,  called  tne  carrying 
trade.  Formerly,  by  the  carrying  trade  was  un- 
derstood to  be  carrying  the  property  of  other  na- 
tions on  freight.  In  this,  Holland,  who  has  little 
produce  of  ner  own  to  exoort,  was  generally 
greatly  engaged.  Her  mercnants  were  formerly 
the  carriers  for  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. Our  own  shipping  merchants  also  were 
early  engaged  in  this  trade ;  even  before  1793,  they 
contended  for  the  right  of  doing  so ;  but  that  is  now 
given  up :  if  any  do  now  engage  in  it  they  neither 
claim  nor  receive  protection  from  our  Govern- 
ment. The  name  of  carrying  trade  is  now  ap- 
plied to  that  commerce  carried  on  by  purchasing 
goods  in  one  country,  bringing  them  to  our  coun- 
try, and,  if  they  are  not  in  demand  there,  reship- 
ping  them  to  a  foreign  market,  dbc,  or  disposing 
of  them  to  those  who  do  so.  ' 
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Mr.  F.  said  that  he  was  astoDished  to  hear  thU 
.oommerce  stated  as  iiiiinical  to  agriculture,  as  its 
rival,  &c.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  raanu- 
iactures  aad  commerce  of  Britain  beiog  rivals  to 
the  landed  interest,  it  will  not  app))r  in  thiscoantry. 
We  have  no  established  manu  facto  res  in  the 
country,  therefore  our  own  manufactures  are  Dot 
ihe  sources  of  commerce,  as  they  are  in  Britain. 
The  produce  of  agriculture,  viz:  what  can  be 
mxei  from  the  farm»  or  what  can  be  caught  in 
i  le  ocean  by  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens,  is 
tne  sole  basis  of  our  commerce,  and  if  agricultuire 
fails,  .commerce  fails  with  it.  What  is  called 
with  us  the  carrying  trade,  and  the  direct  trade, 
cani^ot  easily  be  separated.  We  take  from  Britain 
to  the  amount  of  near  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
jnoce  than  she  takes  from  us ;  how  will  we  pay 
it  ?  She  does  not  take  our  flour,  meat,  or  nsh, 
imd  hot  very  little  of  anything  from  the  Middle 
or  Eastern  States.  We  sell  our  flour,  meat,  dbc^ 
chiefly  in  the  French  and  Spanish  West  Indies, 
imd  bring  the  returns  in  suj§^r,  cofiee,  rum,  dtc,  to 
our  own  ports;  and  what  is  mot  consumed  in  our 
own  country  is  permitted  to  be  shipped ,  to  the 
Jluropean  ports,  where  they  can  find  a  market 
under  a  neutral  character,  and  the  proceeds  are 
transmitted  tq  Britain  to  pay  the  balance  she  has 
Kgainst  us,  or  in  part  in  sucn  goods  as  cau  be  got 
fwnere  the  sales  are  made.  A  scarcity  of  bread 
aometimes  induces  Britain  to  open  her  ports  to 
our  i^rain  and  flour,  hut  even  then  the  cargo  ex- 
|)orted  wiU  come  far  short  of  paying  for  a  return 
oargo  of  her  finished  manofactures ;  and  it  is  the 
aame  with  the  bulky  raw  materials  of  the  South- 
iuro  States,  of  which  Britain  takes  a  large  propor* 
ison;  the  oalapce  has  to  be  paid  in  the  circuitous 
manner  mentioned  above.  Our  provisions,  dbc., 
sold  in  the  West  Indies,  will  not  purchase  return 
cargoes  of  cofiee,  sugar,  rum,  dbc.,  aad  but  little 
^oney  can  be  got ;  the  return  cargoes  therefore, 
|f  more  than  is  necessarv  for  home  consumption, 
must  be  permiUc<l  to  find  a  market  in  othercoun- 
Uies,ana  for  this  permission  a  duty  is  paid.  Thus, 
what  is  called  the  carry in|[  trade  is  so  combined 
vitb  the  direct  trade,  that  it  cannot  be  separated 
without  injury  to  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  mer- 
chant. 

Perhaps  to  those  who  understand  the  subject, 
wagoners  constantly  employed  in  hauling  mer- 
chandise from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  on  the 
great  Western  road  to  Pittsburg,  may  in  some 
measure  illustrate  the  carrying  trade  as  connected 
wkh  the  exports  of  our  produce  to  ^  foreign  mar- 
kat.  About  300  of  five  and  six  horse  teams  are 
CDB^taotly,  at  all  seasons,  employed  in  hauling 
|;oods  from  these  two  ports,  besides  many  other 
teams  oocasionally ;  they  pass  through  the  divid- 
ing ground  between  the  Atlantic  and  Western 
waters,  as  they  would  otherwise  return  empty, 
Jike  a  ship  in  oallast ;  they  take  in  flour  on  the 
way,  generally  at  half  the  price  for  carriage  at 
which  the  flour  will  sell  at  the  ports ;  but  irthey 
^ere  not  to  be  certain  of  back  loading  in  return- 
ing, they  would  not  take  the  gift  of  the  ftour  on 
condition  of  hauling  it ;  J>ut  tfthey  were  to  haul 
iko  more  goods  than  what  the  fipur  would  |^r- 


chase.  or  than  what  is  consumed  in  the  eoiiDtr|r, 
one  barrel  out  of  twenty  could  not  be  hauled. 
The  goods  are  taken  to  rittbburg,  Moooogahela, 
Wheeling,  4bc.,  and  boated  to  the  western  parts 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ohio  State,  and  even  to 
Tennessee.  If  the  carrying  trade  from  the  goods 
brought  in  the  wagons  was  not  permitted,  the  pro- 
duce would  not  find  a  market,  and  the  tmponcA 
foods  would  come  mnch  dearer  to  the  consumer. 
^robably  Pennsylvania,  in  which  there  are  a 
greater  proportion  o(  citizens  who  reside  at  a  di*> 
taoce  from  a  seaport  than  in  any  other  State,  have 
felt  earlier  and  more  severely  the  dfects  of  Brit- 
ish aggression  than  the  citizens  of  any  other  A^ 
laaiic  Slate.  The  flour  sells  so  low  since  these 
aggressions  commenced  that  the  wagoaers  return 
unloaded,  and  prefer  hanlii^  the  teed  for  tiieir 
horses  to  hauling  flour. 

Mr.  F.said  the  protection  secured  by  the  Can- 
stilution  to  commerce  was  well  stated  and  enr 
forced  by  hia  coUeap^e,  f  Mr.  Svilie,)  and  need 
not  be  repeated.  It  is  well  known  that  the  East- 
ern and  most  of  the  M^dle  States  were  ennged 
in  commerce,  both  direct  |ind  circoitoas,  umoal 
from  the  commencement  of  their  eolooiKation ; 
that  restraints  on  the  commerce  hy  ^e  British 
Government  was  one  principal  cause  of  declariof 
Independence.  The  power  to  regulate  aad  pro- 
tect commerce  was  eiideavored  to  be  vested  in  the 
old  Congress,  and  the  necessity  of  obtaining  that 
power  was  the  moving  cause  of  changing  that 
form  of  Government.  Therefore,  his  cpUeagoe 
was  right  in  stating  that  the  oommerce  of  the 
£astem  and  Middle  States  has  an  e%«al  claim  to 
protection  as  the  agriculture  of  the  Southern 
States.  If  we  denounce  the  character  of  ooa 
class  of  citizens^  such  as  the  merchants  as  a  body 
have  been  denounced  on  this  floor,  we  may  eo  on 
and  denounce  another  and  another  class  maUi  one 
State  denounces  another,  aad  so  put  aa  end  re 
the  UnioO)  and  destroy  all  confidence  betweea 
citii;ens  of  different  protessiooa  as  well  as  betweea 
difierent  Btates.  Congress  is  fully  vested  with 
the  power  of  regulating  commerce  with  foreiga 
nations,  and  consequently  with  the  power  of  pro- 
tecting and  of  restraining  it.  Congress  can  limit 
the  extent  to  which  what  is  called  either  the  di- 
rect or  carrying  trade  ought  to  be  permitted,  bat 
as  far  as  any  trade  is  authorized  to  be  carried  oii 
it  is  entitled  to  protection. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  though  he  absolutely  denied 
that  the  resolution  was  a  measure  that  in  justice, 
or  on  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  law  or 
nations.  Jed  to  war  more  than  any  other  resolution 
submitted  to  the  Committee  did,  yet  he  acknow- 
ledged that  it  would  occasion  more  privations 
than  some  of  them.  It  would  lessen  the  supplies 
of  some  kinds  of  such  manufactures  as  we  were 
accustomed  to  consume.  It  would,  in  some  meas- 
ure, chance  the  accustomed  channels  of  commerce. 
It  would  for  some  time,  no  doubt,  lessen  in  some 
degree  the  amount  of  our  revenue,  but  by  no 
means  to  the  terrific  amouirt  suggested  by  some 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution.  Our  merchants,  possessed  as  they  era 
of  a  aufllcieat  number  of  ships  and  a  conyNMH 
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amount  of  capital  will,  in  the  jpursuit  Of  their 
own  interest,  nnd  a  sufficient  supply  of  manufac- 
tures from  other  countries,  and  thereby  encou- 
rage a  competition  with  the  manufacturers  of 
Britain  ;  and  even  if  fbr  a  time  they  fait  in  doing 
this,  they  will  procure  British  goods  from  other 
countries,  to  which  they  will  be  transmitted  at  a 
considerable  loss  to  the  owners,  so  that  ouV  neces- 
sary wants  will  be  supplied  and  our  rerenue^ffer 
Very  little  defalcation;  and  our  own  manufactures 
be  enct)uraged.    This  h^  howey^)"^  sdpposins  the 
Wor^t  that  may  happeo*^jt  IS  supposing' thatlSrit- 
ain  will  have  so  much  lost  all  i^espect  to  her  own 
Interest  as  to  perser^t'ein  her  aggressions  con- 


had  been  discussed  with  closed  doors  early  in  thb 
session,  and  that  the  confidential  oMigatrob  Wtt 
not  yet  r^oved.  The  gentleman  who  mtrodnced 
the  subject,  (in  language  not  verv  decorous,)  kne^ 
that  it  had  mo  connerion  with  the  iitiestion  before 
the  House.  He  would  Uot  pretend  to  arraign' thto 
gentleman's  motives,  but  the  evident  tendency  was 
to  c^eite  an  unnecessary  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  citizens.  Be  his  intientton  what  It  would.  It 
it  Would  not  very  ^zteasively  have  that  efl^t.  AH 
well-iAformed  citistens  knew  that  the  House  liadm 
Cotistitutional  authority  to  close  the  doors,  wfaeh 
the  subject  in  their  opinion  required  s^reey ;  autt 
erery  member  experieof^ed  in  public  bodHeskaeWi 


trary  to  her  interest;  this  she  has  rarely  hereto-   that  ev^n  an  allusion  to  What  w^s diseussed  wiA 


fore  done,  and  her  relief  is  folly  in  her  own  poWer. 
Let  her  only  act  as  before  last  August. 

Mr.*F.  said  that,  after  all,  the  question  is  not  so 
much  whether  we  shall  adopt  the  resolution  now 
before  the  House,  as  whether  We  shall  agree  tt) 
any  measure  of  aiijr  kind  to  strengthen  the  bands 
of  the  Executive  in  negotiating  with  Britain* 


necessary;  but  the  choice  of  measures* would  be 
governea  by  thia  vi^w  of  their  expediency,  all 
things  (Considered.  What  will  be  th'e  consequence 
of  neglecting  to  do  anything?  To  answer  thb 
question,  let  lis  exslmine  how  the  case  stands. 

We  are  officially  informed  that  ih^Presfdent 
lias  inade  every  enbrt  in  his  power  tb  negotiate. 
Pailinff  in  the  object  6f  these  effofts,  he  Eas  offi- 
cially laid  the  case  before  Congress,  which  is  ex- 
clusively vested  With  competent  powers  to  pre-'' 
scribe  rales  in  such  an  emergency.    Th^y  on!y' 
have  the  Coostitntional  power  of  declaring  war, 
if  that  Is  expedient;  btit  as  the  intetition  of  de- 
claring War  is  equally  repugnant  to  the  Wishes  of 
those  who  support  the  resolution  as  it  is  to  those 
Who  oppose  It,  and  as  the  British  Treaty  s6cure$ 
to  both  Qaiions  the  right  of  prohibiting  importa- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  hoWever  the  aggre:isions 
complained  of  might  justify  war,  it  is  the  Wish  of 
all  thie  members  to  use  every  otb^f  practicable' 
method  to  procure  redr^s  rather  than  resort  to 
war;  bat  if  no  measures  are  adopted  to  indnce 
Great  Britain  to*  enter  into  a  reasonable  negotia- 
tion, it  had  been  much  better  that  the  President's 
Message  and  the  documents  accompanying  it 
had  never  been  referred  to  this  committee,  and 
that  the  resolutibn  befote  us,  or  any  other  resolu- 
tion with  a  view  to  the  same  object,  had  never 
been,  discussed ;  bet^adse,  the  subject  being  once 
discussed,  and  no  tueasures  agreed  to  calculated 
to  procure  redress,  Britain  will  be  justified  in  be- 
lieving thiit  Congress  approve  of  what  the  Presi- 
dent considered  as  aggressions,  especially  as  some 
of  the  arguinents  on  this  floor  were  not  oiily  an 
apology  but  a  vindication  of  the  adjudications  of 
the  British  courts,  if  not  of  the  impressments. 

After  making  some  apology  for  detaining  the 
Bouse  so  long,  Mr.  F.  requested  permission  to  make 
a  few  observations  6tx  a  subject  which,  though  it 
had  no  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
yet  it  had  more  than  once  been  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  Without  being  called  to 
order.    Every  member  knows  that  some  subjects 


closed  doors  Was- never  jpenbittied,  however  ii»ai6- 
cently  or  inadvertently  it  was  dotie,  without  ati 
immediate  call  to  otder ;  aiid  for  a  very  good  rea« 
son,  because  it  eotild  not  be  replied  to.  Mr.  P. 
s^id  he  bad  been  «Mny  yedrs  a  member  of  poblib 
bodies,  and  often  sat  with  closed  doors,  but  never 
before  this  occasion  observed  such  aliusioas  ma^B 


That  we  should  do  so  he  considered  as  absolutely    to  it  in  public  debate  Without  a  check.    It  is  w«u 


known  that  tlie  members  never,  for  their  ownMktti| 
Wish  to  sit  with  closed  doors.  They  know  tfaldt 
When  they  do  so,  some  important  testi^hita  ill 
favor  of  decency  and  nrd^r  are  Wanting. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Virginia  and  other  Meiii* 
bei^  who  sat  in  the  seventh  Congress  know  that 
a  i^dbjeet  Was  discnsMd  atid  decided  with  <ilo9ed 
doors,  in  condncting  which  that^entkoian  Was  ik 
principal  agent.    The  injunction  of  setreey  wis 
not  taken  olftiiraft^r  the  nieeting  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  fiett  Congress,  nor  even  yet  fa  it  wholly 
removed.    The  gentfemhn  frOm  Virginia  know» 
tbis,and  ktioWis  tfafat  it  has  nev^r  been  cotnplainad 
of)  nor  in  this  manii^r  intiiodiiced  on  the  floor.    It 
fs  Well  known  that  (Wirii  Very  few  texeeptfoni, 
such  a^  layitfg  an  etubar^,  Ac.)  the  doors  at^ 
never  closed  except  On  iortittp,  affikirs,  oojoamttttt* 
cated  in  confidence  by  the  Preeid^t ;  that  evM 
these  are  not  keptsticret  on  Account  of  oor  ow^n 
citizens,  but  on  accodnt  of  our  fori^ign  relatiotia-^ 
not  only  on  account  of  the  nation  that  may  hApp^ii 
to  be  the  subject  of  the  common icati on',  but  on  act- 
count  of  other  nations  who  niight  ibterftre  to  ou^ 
injury-^and  sometimes  on  account  of  the  ag^nt 
there, from  whom  important  infortnation  mayhat^^ 
been  received.   This,  the genttetnhn  from  Virginia 
knows  well.    It  is  vain,  by  anj^  such  art$,  to  pifttt- 
suade  the  citizens  that  the  majority  of  their  rep^ 
resentatives  would  knowhigly  betray  their  int^r^ 
ests  when  the  doors  were  closed.    Their  constit^ 
uents  have  a  mnch  better  security  than  open  doors, 
or  even  oaths.    They  have  a  common  intereft 
with  their  representatives,  and  their  represeoia'' 
ti v^s  with  them.    Th^y  could  not  betray  the  ibrei^- 
ests  of  their  constituents  without  betrayiog  tbeit 
own.    Mr.  F.  said  he  was  a  fartner ;  his  sons  and 
his  sons-in-law  were  farmers ;  and  his  gtuhdehitf^ 
dren  most  probably  Would  be  farmers;  and  hta 
con&tituents  were  as  generally  so  as  in  any  othdf 
district  in  the  Union ;  and  wheti  be  looked  arooiM 
hiM.  he  believed  the  majority  of  the  members  de- 
p^noed  on  apiculture  also.    The  citizens  koear 
this,  and  therefore  knte^  thit  thte  tnettbert  eooU 
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not  iojure  their  interest  without  injuring  the  inter- 
est of  themselves  and  their  posterity. 

Mr.  Early. — ^Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion, in  sobmitting  to  the  Committee  those  obser- 
yations  which  I  am  about  to  make,  to  confine  my- 
self entirely  to  the  merits  of  the  question  under 
eonsideration. 

Upon  this,  as  upon  another  recent  occasion,  our 
attention  has  been  summoned  at  the  outset  of  the 
discussion  to  what  gentlemen  choose  to  call  the 
spirit  of  the  nation.  We  are  told,  that  this  spirit 
had  been  awakened  by  the  events  which  led  to 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution  upon  the  table, 
and  had  called  upon  us  in  a  loud  voice,  to  adopt 
energetic  measures  for  the  vindication  of  our  na- 
tionsil  honor,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  national 
rights.  The  facts,  sir,  are  incorrectly  represented. 
The  people  of  this  nation,  indentiaed  with  the 
Government  of  the  nation,  will  at  all  times  stand 
ready  to  support  that  Government  with  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation,  when  a  proper  occasion  shall 
present  itself.  Gbverned  by  persons  of  their  own 
immediate  choice,  they  will  confidently  repose 
in  such  persons;  the  determination  tof  that  ques- 
tion. Does  it  follow,  that  because  they  have 
pledged  to  us  the  support,  of  the  national  energies, 
if  in  our  Judgment  thev  are  become  necessary, 
that  therefore  we  are  called  upon  to  take  a  coarse 
which  may  render  them  necessary?  It  is  true 
that  the  apprehensions  of  the  public  have  been  ex- 
cited, lest  a  period  had  arrived  in  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  put  to  risk  the  national  peace.  Yes, 
air,  it  is  too  true  that  alarm  has  been  spread  through 
every  quarter  of  the  Union.  But  by  what  means, 
and  from  what  sources  ?  It  has  been  by  the  in- 
correct views  of  the  nature  and  state  of  the  in- 
terests at  stake,  with  which  our  public  prints  have 
teemed.  It  has  been  by  magnifying  representa- 
tions of  the  iniuries  really  sustained  on  the  one 
part,  and  on  toe  other,  by  imposing  calculations 
as  to  the  sacrifices  demanded  to  efiect  redress. 
These  incorrect  views  of  the  subject  are  believed 
to  have  been  the  o£&prine  of  mercantile  influence. 
It  is  from  this  source,  by  these  means,  and  through 
these  channels,  that  the  public  apprehension  has 
been  roused  upon  this  occasion.  But  it  is  our 
duty  to  unmask  the  influence  which  has  produced 
the  evil,  and  to  let  the  nation  know  the  true  state 
of  the  question  now  to  be  decided.  To  let  them 
understand  what  the  injuries  are  which  we  are 
called  iipon  to  redress,  and  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  interests  which  we  are  called  upon  to  sacri- 
fice in  eflecting  it. 

We  have  been  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  in  the 
discussion,  certain  distinctions  which  exist  in  the 
country,  These  distinctions  are  of  two  kinds. 
First,  of  classes,  a^icultural  and  commercial,  and 
secondly,  distinctions  arising  from  geographical 
position.  As  to  the  first:  we  are  told  that  the 
agriculture  and  commerce  of  a  nation,  are  neces- 
sarily dependent  upon  each  other,  and  therefore 
the  prosperity  of  both  should  be  equally  the  object 
of  care  to  the  Government. 

Whilst  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  the  cor* 
reotness  of  this  reasoning  in  its  fullest  extent,  as 
applied  to  the  natural  and  usual  trade  of  a  coun- 


try, to  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade  of  consump- 
tion ;  I  am  very  far  from  being  prepared  to  admit 
it  as  applied  to  the  carrying  trade.  It  is  believed 
that  however  confidently  mercantile  men  pro- 
nounce upon  this  subject,  however  well  they  may 
succeed  m  convincing  each  other,  by  a  train  of 
reasoning  which  takes  the  circuit  oJT  the  world  be- 
fore it  draws  to  a  conclusion,  yet  upon  minds  un- 
interested in  the  issue  they  fail  to  produce  convic- 
tion. For  myself  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the 
diversion  of  our  navigation  and  capital  into  aa 
unnatural  and  factitious  channel,  does  not,  by 
diminishing  the  competition,  in  our  own  markets, 
injure  the  sale  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  produce 
01  the  country.  This  idea,  sir,  is  advanced  with 
diffidence,  as  indeed  are  those  which  I  may  at  any 
time  advance  upon  the  probable  operation  of  com- 
mercial arrangements.  But,  Mr,  Ckairman,  do 
not  gentlemen  ask  too  much  when  they  require  of 
us  to  jeopardize  the  whole  agricultural  interest  of 
the  nation  f<H:  the  sake  of  that  which  in  our  opin- 
ion produces  no  benefit  to  that  interest  ?  Is  it  not 
expecting  too  much  of  us  to  suppose  that  we  will 
consent  to  surrender  the  certainty  of  good  mark- 
ets and  hieh  prices  for  our  produce,  and  brave  the 
danger  ofa  total  stagnation^  for  the  purpose  of 
emlMirking  in  a  hazardous  contest  with  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  carrying  trade  ?  Sir,  it  is  too  much ; 
gentlemen  ought  not.  cannot  expect  it.  They 
who  are  so  eagle-eyed,  so  sensibly  alive  to  what- 
ever concerns  themselves,  must  expect  that  we 
will  not  shut  our  eyes  upon  matters  so  important 
to  ourselves  and  to  those  whose  trusts  are  con- 
fided to  our  fidelity. 

.  We  are  also  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  geogra- 
phical distinctions.  In  this  Mr.  Chairman,  gen- 
tlemen expect  impossibilities ;  they  require  us  to 
surrender  the  principles  of  self-preservation;  to 
strip  ourselves  of  the  leading  stimulus  io  human 
action.  To  this  requisition  we  can  less  accede 
than  to  the  former.  Look  to  the  document  from 
the  Treasury  which  lies  before  us.  It  will  there 
be  found  that  the  whole  amount  of  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies for  the  year  1802,  was  $18,727,000-,  that 
of  this  amount,  tne  articles  of  cotxon,  tolmcco,  rice, 
tar,  pitch,  and  rosin,  which  are  exclusirely  the 
product  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Union,  gave 
the  sum  of  88,450,000.  For  the  year  1803,  the 
whole  amount  exported  to  the  same  places  was  $2^- 
700,000;  of  which  $11,000,000,  arose  from  the  ar- 
ticles above  enumerated.  For  the  year  1804,  the 
respective  amounts  were  $19,000,000,  and  $9,- 
400,000.  The  average  of  the  whole  amount  for 
the  three  years  was  $20,200,000;  the  average  of 
the  amount  upon  the  enumerated  articles  for  the 
same  time  was  9^,900,000,  of  which  last  amount, 
the  sum  of  $8,800,000  arose  from  the  articles  of 
cotton  and  tobacco  alone. 

Thus,  sir,  stands  the  relative  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports to  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  of 
the  products  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  those  of  the  whole  Union  ;  and 
in  this  relative  proportion  of  course  must  their 
diflerent  interests  be  afiected  by  the  adoption  oi 
the  resolution. 
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Mr.  ChairmaB,  there  is  another  yiew  of  the 
operation  of  the  resolution,  which  we  cannot 
avoid  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee. From  the  same  document  it  appears  that 
the  averajse  amount  of  the  tobacco  for  the  three 
years,  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  exported  from  the 
United  States, was  $6,140,000;  thatofthisamount, 
(tie  proportion  of  $3,220,000  w'as  exported  to  Great 
Britain.  That  of  the  article  of  cotton,  the  aver- 
age amount  exported  for  the  same  three  years 
was  S6.97U,000j  of  which  $5,630,000,  was  export- 
ed to  Grreat  Britain. 

Do  not  gentlemen  expect  too  much  when  they 
ask  us  to  shut  our  eyes  upon  these  facts  ?  Do 
they  not  require  of  us  to  abandon  the  best  inter- 
ests of  those  we  represent?  And  should  we  not 
most  shamefully  betray  the  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  us,  by  acquiescence  on  our  part?  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Grego)  who  moved 
the  resolution,  ought  least  of  all. to  expect  this 
surrender  at  our  hands,  when  it  is  recollected  how 
little  sacrifice  will  be  imposed  upon  the  agricul- 
tural interest  of  his  own  State,  oy  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  measure.  The  articles  of  wheat 
and  flour  are  not  subjects  of  export  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, unless  in  times  of  famine  or  extreme  scarcity. 

But  the  resolution,  we  are  told,  only  prohibits 
importation  from  Great  Britain,  leaving  the  expor- 
tations  from  this  countrv  to  that  as  they  now  stand. 
Very  true,  sir ;  this  is  the  operation  of  the  reso- 
lution itself^  and  if  it  were  to  produce  no  reaction, 
all  mi^fht  end  well.  But  will  Great  Britain  noU 
retaliate  ?  Is  she  that  submissive  animal,  which 
would  crouch  to  any  hand  that  might  inflict  a 
blow?  No,  this  is  not  urged j  but  it  seems  her 
manufacturers  are  so  dependent  upon  us  as  con- 
sumers, and  the  manufacturing  interest  in  that 
country  ao  numerous  and  so  powerful,  that  the 
British  Ministry  could  not  persist  in  any  system 
of  retaliation.  The  case  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution has  been  cited,  and  extracts  from  an  author 
of  credit  read  to  show  the  early  resistance  made 
by  the  manufacturers  of  that  country  against  a 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  citation,  as  well 
as  the  whole  history  of  the  war,  are  unfortunate 
arguments  for  those  who  use  them.  What^  sir, 
was  the  fact?  Did  the  manufacturers  prevail  in 
their  opposition  ?  They  did  not.  The  war  con- 
tinued seven  years  in  spite  of  them.  Yes,  sir, 
notwithstanding  their  most  spirited  resistance,  an 
unpopular  war,  conducted  by  a  weak  Adminis- 
tration against  a  spirited  and  powerful  opposition 
in  Parliament,  lasted  seven  years.  And  what  at 
last  brought  it  to  a  close  ?  The  resistance  of  the 
manufacturing  interest?    No,  sir,  the  peace  was 

E reduced  by  an  accumulation  of  more  than  one 
undred  millions  to  her  public  debt ;  by  the  loss 
of  armies;  by  the  universal  conviction  of  the  im- 
practicability of  accomplishing  their  purpose. 
Great  Britain,  sir,  has'  never  shown  herself  of  a 
temper  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances. 
Sucn  a  temper  is  the  least  characteristic  feature  in 
the  conduct  of  her  present  Minister.  Upon  what 
ground  then  do  gentlemen  found  their  hopes  ? 
Will  a  contest  with  this  country  be  unpopular  in 
England?    It  will  not.    The  principle  for  which 


she  contends  is  a  necessary  agent  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  continental  war.  -  She  is  now  fighting 
for  her  existence  as  a  nation.  The  only  vulner- 
able part  of  her  enemy  is  the  commerce  ot  neutrals 
between  that  enemy  and  his  possessions.  Her 
opposition  to  this  commerce  is  founded  deep  in 
the  struggle  she  is  now  making  for  her  own  pre- 
servation. War  with  us  would  be  to  her  a  minor 
evil  to  the  surrender  of  the  ground  she  has  taken. 
Look  at  the  late  celebrated  treatise  so  often  cited 
in  this  debate.  You  see  there  this  idea  in  every 
page.  With  this  impression  firmly  riveted  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  British  nation,  you 
have  nothing  to  nope  from  the  popularity  of  your 
cause.  Have  you  any  ground  of  hope  from  the 
expense  of  a  war  to  her  ?  It  would  not  cost  her 
a  single  cent.  No  man  believes  she  would  think 
of  landing  an  army  upon  these  shores.  The  war 
would  be  on  commerce.  The  high  sea^  would  be 
the  theatre  of  hostilities.  Look  at  her  present 
naval  establishment.  What  is  there  now  to  give 
employment  to  it  ?  Nothing.  The  fleets  of  her 
enemies  are  gone — they  are  annihilated.  Your 
commerce  in  every  sea  would  enrich  her  sailors 
and  naval  officers.  Your  revenue  would  be  cut 
up  by  the  roots,  your  credit  would  sink,  and  your 
public  debi  increase  beyond  calculation.  Upon 
gentlemen's  own  premises,  then,  I  perceive  no 
nope  that  we  would  reduce  Great  Britain  to  terms 
by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  But,  sir,  their 
premises  are  not  well  founded.  The  manufac- 
tures of  that  country  would  find  their  way  into 
this  in  spite  of  your  resolution.  The  gentleman 
from  Virgioia  pointed  out  to  you  yesterday  the 
neutral  cnanneis  through  which  they  would  be 
imported.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  through  neutral  chan- 
nels alone,  that  we  should  receive  them.  Are  no 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  applicable  to  this  ques- 
tion, from  the  remarkable  circumstance  that  the 
French  soldiery  are  even  at  the  present  day  clad 
with  British  woollens?  Are  no  conclusions  to 
be  drawn  from  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
passed  last  summer,  establishing  certain  free  porta 
m  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  licensing  a 
trade  between  them  and  the  ports  of  her  enemy  ? 
These  things  show  the  disposition  of  the  British 
nation  in  relation  to  any  trade  neces^mry  to  ffive 
vent  to  the  surplus  manufacture  or  product  of  ner- 
self  and  her  dependencies.  Will  it  be  said  that 
any  attempts  at  a  similar  conduct  in  relation  to 
us.  might  be  counteracted  by  ourselves?  Those 
wno  are  in  the  habit  of  trade,  and  those  who  un- 
derstand the  evasions  which  are  habitual  to  the 
unprincipled  part  of  the  mercantile  world,  tell 
us  no. 

The  measure  contemplated  would  therefore  be 
weak  and  inefllcient  as  it  would  respect  Great 
Britain,  and  as  to  ourselves,  oppressive  and  ruin- 
ous in  tne  increase  of  price  we  should  pay  for  her 
manufactures. 

But,  Mr.  Chairmant  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  by  Britisn  cruisers,  is  held  out  as  one 
of  the  objects  of  redress  in  the  contemplated  mea- 
sure. This,  sir,  is  a  grievance  which  no  man  will 
attempt  to  deny  or  palliate.  It  is  an  evil  calling 
so  imperiously  for  redress,  that  almost  any  sacn- 
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Ece  ought  to  be  made,  provided  it  woiild  answer 
the  purpose.  But  do  gentlemeD,  can  they  seri- 
ously believe  that  this  resolution  will  produce  the 
desired  effect  7  Can  it  be  for  a  tnornent  supposed, 
thata  measure  at  best  weakand  inefficient — a  meas- 
ure which  in  its  operation  must  press  with  fourfold 
weight  upon  ourselves,  will  produce  any  serious 
div^ersioo  in  our  favor,  W  increasing  the  number 
of  tbjects,  of  which  you  intend  to  compel  thesur- 
tender  on  the  part  of  your  adversary?  My  fear 
is  that  it  tvould  only  make  bad  worse,  and  that  in- 
stead of  1,500  seamen  impressed  on  board  British 
ships  of  war,  we  should  have  as  many  thousand 
made  captives,  mod  compelled  to  fight  against  their 
own  coiintrv. 

The  resolution  under  consideration  proposes 
an  insurance  upon  terms  vastly  disadvantageous, 
^be  premium  and  theriskareoutofall  proportion. 
What,  sir,  is  the  premium  ?  The  sum  of  $800,- 
^00,  the  amonnt  of  revenue  estimated  to  accrue 
from  the  carrying  trade.  What  is  the  risk  1  The 
talmost  certain  sacrifice  of  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  nation — the  almost  certain  event  of  a  war, 
and  the  consequent  risk  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Constitution  and  fibetties  of  this  nation.  For  one 
I  cannot  underwrite  such  a  policy.  I  will  not 
jrfed^  my  cons,tituents  to  insure  upon  such  terms. 

But  we  are  asked,  must  the  carrying  trade  be 
surrendered  7  In  return  we  ask,  must  the  acrri- 
cultural  interest  of  the  country  be  chicrificed  to 
preserve  it  7  Most  tve  pluhge  into  a  war  to  pre- 
serve U7  Must  #e  put  to  hsk  the  Constitution 
and  liberties  df  the  nation  to  preserve  it  7 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  nation  is  at  peace.  We  ai*e 
bappy  in  the  enjoyi)aent  of  our  rights  at  home. 
We  are  prosperous  beyond  the  example  of  any 
other  people  in  the  World.  'We  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  our  own  industry^  abundantly  supplied  with  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  increasing  rapidly  in 
wealth  by  good  markets  for  our  produce.  The 
mei'chants  receive  a  profit  upon  their  trade,  coex- 
tensive with  the  highest  wishes  of  rational  men, 
and  when  coofined  to  fAir  neutral  commerce,  pur- 
sue their  occupations  with  security.  Is  this  a 
relate  of  things  which  should  be  put  to  the  risk  of 
ehance  for  such  a  boon  as  the  carrving  trade  7  Is 
this  a  state  of  thln&s  Whkih  should  be  jeopardized 
tot  the  profit  of  a  tew  merchants  in  a  few  mercan- 
tile towns  7 

It  is  known  to  this  House  that  a  negotiation  is 
fldpending  with  the  Court  of  St.  James  upon  the 
suoie6t-matter  of  complaint.  It  is  also  known  that 
at  the  date  of  our  last  despatches,  hopes  were  en- 
tertained by  our  Minister  there,  thatthe  discussions 
would  assume  a  feature  more  favorable  than  they 
had  heretofore  exhibited.  Whilst  this  negotiation 
rs  depending,  and  the  issue  in  total  uncertainty, 
does  it  comport  with  even  common  prudence  to 
be  taking  measures,  which  would  infallibly  blow 
it  up  7 

Again,  sir,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  turn  their 
eyes  to  the  continent.  Xiet  them  consider  the 
magnitude  of  the  events  there  passing,  in  such 
rapid  succession,  as  not  to  suffer  the  mind  to  pause 
and  reflect  upon  their  even  probable  bearing. 
iPhbse events  mustie&d  to  a  state  of  things,  whiin 


it  is  not  within  human  nagacity  to  foresee.  That 
state  of  thinffs  must  have  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  relations  of  this  country.  The  war,  from 
the  spirit  with  which  it  is  prosecuted,  nyist  either 
have  an  early  termination,  or  an  entire  new  direc- 
tion. If  terminated,  there  is  an  end  of  the  pre* 
sent  difficulties.  If  a  new  direction  is  given  to  it, 
what  alteration  may  thereby  be  produced  in  ihe 
situation  of  our  relations,  cannot  be  even  divined. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  put  it  home  senoosly  to  gentle- 
men, whether  this  is  a  tiine— whether  such  is  a  sit- 
uation— whether  these  are  the  circumstances  in 
which  to  take  a  step  which  must  inevitably  lead 
to  a  disruption  of  all  (he  relations  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain  7  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
prudent — I  believe  it  would  be  the  height  of 
madness. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  meastire  could  give 
no  just  cause  of  offence.  Is  it  possible  that  gen- 
tlemen who  understand  so  well  the  temper  of  the 
nations  of  Europe,  should  place  any  reliance  upon 
that  idea  7  Do  not  gentlemen  know  that  the  jus- 
tice of  the  cause  is  the  last  inquiry  the  governments 
there  make  7  And  can  it  m  expected  that  Great 
Britain  would  make  the  inquiry  at  all  in  a  case, 
whereshe  considers  her  national  existence  at  suke; 
and  when  she  has  already  thrown  herself  upon  the 
plea  of  necessity  for  tlie  very  conduct  of  which 
we  now  complaia ! 

Such  are  the  views  of  the  subject  which  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  take.  They  are  tiews  which 
come  home  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  people 
of  this  nation.  Let  that  people  fairly  understaad 
what  the  sacrifices  &re,  which  we  are  asked  ta 
make  for  the  purpose  of  effectinjg^  redress.  And 
let  them  then  decide  this  question.  Gentlemen 
cannot  but  know  what  that  decision  would  be — it 
would  be  against  their  resolution. 

For  myself,  were  I  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  reso* 
lution.  I  Know  not  with  what  kii^d  of  sensations  I 
should  meet  my  constituents.  Upon  my  return 
into  the  bosom  of  those  who  sent  mehere^  instead 
of  being  hailed  with  affectionate  congratulation. 
I  should  expect  to  meet  their  reproach,  and  should 
add  to  it  the  most  bitter  of  all  reflections,  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  deserved  it. 

Mr.  McCrbeby — Mr.  Chairrnah:  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
as  well  as  ihany  others  Who  have  spoken  on  this 
question,  should  entertain  ah  idea  or  the  carrying 
trade  so  exceedingly  erroneous  as  it  respects  us. 
Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  every  American  ves- 
sel which  has  coffee,  susar,  or  any  other  West 
Indian  produce  on  boarois  engaged  in  what  is 
called  the  carrying  trade  7  If  our  vessels  engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade,  and  which  carry  out 
American  produce,  together  with  some  Eoropeaa 
goods,  sell,  as  they  often  do,  for  double  the  cost, 
and  bring  back  much  more  West  India  produce 
than  can  be  consumed  at  home,  what  mast  be- 
come of  the  surplus  ?  We  must  certainly  he  per- 
mitted to  export  it;  and  although  it  is  not  the  pro- 
duce of  our  soil,  it  undeniablv  is  of  our  industry, 
and  therefore  as  much  entitled  to  protection  at 
the  other. 

Biit  we  are  told,  air,  that  onr  h&er^hants  are 
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-torerhg  faelKgCfent  property, '«iMi  to  prove  this,  a 
celebratfd  pamphlet  called  '*W«r  in  Disgfuise,"  is 
ifeow  qooted  OQ  this  €odr  as  *g69p^.  For  m  y  part, 
air,  I  eoasiiler  that  production  entirely  apoory- 
pbai ;  bat,  air,  here  is  a  produoiion  which  I  aU 
vafB  consider  oHhodox-^ere  is  the  report  •of  oar 
Secretarf  of  the  Treasory;  this  I  have  exam ioed, 
aad  wba(t  does  ft  say^  If,  by  his  report,  we  shall 
iod  that  the  articles  we  import  from  the  Weit 
bdiea  do  not  exceed  in  value  the  good9btir  met- 
efaants  aand  thiiber,  where  will  the  author  of 
'^War  ia  Dis^oise**  Awi  this  so  WQcb  talked  of 
ieovered  property  ? 

Aoeordii^r  tbtbts  report  it  appeafs  ihstita  1804 
we  imported  from  the  i¥est  lD«ies  in 
Ifofssses,  gulltfns  5/747,^56|  at  Hft  eeniM 

cost  there ^i,4a<(3U 

Phnemo,  lbs.' 668,048,  M  W  Oerits  -  06,884 

Ceoea^lbi.  1/481,601,  St  18  eenUi  •        •  177,787 

CoOm,  lbs.  46,788,«88,  at  18  oents        •        8,407,484 
Ba^ta,  118,434,408  lbs.,  or  MIM84 

ewt^8t§7    -        •      ^        •        -        7f087i848 
Indigo^  883,608  Ibs^  at  $1  85        •        •  368,188 

Cotton,  2.056,764  lbs.*  at  -80  ipepts         •  41 1,340 

RwB,  6^2,347  gslUms,  al  60  ouata      -        8^1,178 

21^71,311 
And  we  exported  to  the  Wast  Indies  hi 

the  same  year,  viai: 
In  American  produce  to  the 

amoDntof       -        .    $1I,S6<S,163 

foreign  do.     -       -        -        4,587,626 

■ 

Freight  and  insntanee  38}       8,184^284 

81)189,!S77 
881|9IS4 

I  hold  it  fair  to  iDdlnde  fteighl  and  ioswanee. 
for  aJthooirh  a  man  may  send  his.  own  vessel,  and 
stand  bia  own  turderwnier,  he  will  alwmys  make 
these  ealoiilatiotts  befara  'lia  undertakes  an  expe^ 
ditioB ;  awl  cobaideriBg  the  mttare  of  the  trade 
we  have  been  earryiag  On  tbaee,«tbis  allowance  is 
verv  moderate.  And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask.  what 
is  there  left  of  masked  property  for  tbe««thor  of 
'^War  in  Disgoise,"  and  my  Loid  CoHiagwoo^T? 
Why,  trul)^,  the  mighly  som  of  9231,084! 

Bttt,air,  indepen&nt  of  this  starteooent,  where 
is  tfau  nughty  som  about  which  so  m«ch^  fuss  rs 
lBade,that  we  a^eeoraentog  from  Great  Britain  1 
Why,  in  Franee,  bo  doubt  I  And  what  does  it 
amoant  to  1  I  will  teU  yon,  sir.  Oar  whole  ex- 
ports to  that  nation  hi  1804,  consisttag  of  otav 
own  and  foreign  prodaoe,  aaiouoccd4o  $8,800^000. 
Now,  sir,  I  do  suppose  that  most  of  the  cofive  we 
have  sent  shdtber  eame  to  us  from  Sc  Doming. 
I  woaM  therefore  ask  4he  author  of  '^War  in  Dis- 
guise," or  aory  one  else,  whether  they  really  thittk 
the  black  nobilitv  nf  St.  Domingo  have  been 
lend  iag  their  prodoee^  masked  under  oUr  flag,  to 
Mppiy  their  friends  m  Franee?  The  Whole  of 
this  ftllegatton  is  too  absurd  to  merit  «  serioue 
tefaution.  The  fact  is,  tbal  of  thta  8.800,000,  we 
ifteire  lAfiaeat  in  Fiench  gevda  to  tim  anottot 


of  about  1,800,000,  and  ibe  restdoe,  t<  ^ 
the  surplus  of  our  other  exports  to  Eurppe,  is  ve- 
mitted  to  Gh*eac  Britain  to  make  op  the  bafainoe 
of  12,000,000,  which  our  trade  with  her  aonwilly 
subjects  us  to.  Now,  sir,  who  has  the  best  right 
to  complain  of  us  in  this  business?  Certainly 
not  Eogittod. 

We  are  also  Md  that  if  this  resolution  passei^ 
our  exports  to  Great  Britain  Will  be  materiallf 
atlbeted.  Although  the  resolution  ^oesnot  go  M) 
prevent  us  f#om  sending  out  prodocre  thither,  I 
will  examine  that  part  of  the  «r{^utnent  of -the 
gentleman  from  Oeoi^ia  respecting  tobacco. 

The  whole  of  our  export  of  that  article  <ia 
1804,  was  83,000  hhds.,  and  if  you  will  uke  your 
pn  and  calculate  the  po^wlation  wb^re  this  to<- 
bacco  is  consumed,  you  will  find  they  -amount  to 
»bout  eig4»ty«three  milHons,  which  gives  to  Ghreat 
Britain  the  coneumptiob  w  about  14  or  15,008 
bbds.  Now,  sir,  you  wiH  find  that  in  1803  W8 
espotted  to  that  vation  50,000  hbds.,  and  on  an 
average  we  ^end  tbem  near  40,600  hhds.  annuo 
ally.  What  is  the  consequence  ?  That  by  send** 
in^  nvore  than  tfaey  can  consume,  the  price  is  kept 
below  its  intrinsic  value ;  whereas,  were  we  wise 
onough  to  send  them  no  more  than  they  do  con-i 
some,  the  price  wbuld  be  al«ay»good;  ror  it  is  9A 
a<ioin  in  ttutk,  that  when  the  medium  of  con*> 
suurptiott  is-  earoeoded,  the  price  must  fkll ;  whei^ 
as,  if  the  supply  is  deficient,  h  ooeasionsei  coMt 
petition  in  the  market,  which  never  Aiils  to  raise 
theardelo  above  its  reil  vAlae.  It  wtii  therefore 
be  highly  advantageous  to  th«  tobacco  plttftter 
tfaut  less  of  it  goes  to  Gfeat -Britain. 

On  the  subject  of  our  revenue,  we  tfre  oftea 
exultingly  to4d  that  it  eomes  exclusively  off  thie 
fiirmer  and  planter,  who  are  tbe  great  colisumers* 
Let^s  examine  thto  question. 

Our  imports  Amounted  in  1804  to  nbout  eigbty 
miUfens,  whereof  fif^j-six  millions  were  re^ez- 
pbrted.  Of  the  remntoiog  forty-foar,  bow  much 
IS  eonsumed  by  the  farmer  and  planter  ?  I  cOm» 
pote  the  population  of  our  seaports  lo  be  about 
one^^hth  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  tuiui^  and  v^aste,  tbe  exiraordiivary  con- 
sumption of  liotKnrs,  tea,  coffee,  eusar,  dbc.,  dke., 
a«d  even  of  salt,  of  which  I  do  believe  one  ship 
oomnmmly  consumes  as  much  as  ten  fiirmere-^ 
that  these  towns  consuuae  oue^thtrd ;  which  Ic^^es 
thirty  millions  out  of  sixty  to  the  farmer  aud 
plaoten 

As  to  the  article  of  cotton,  it  would  apptAt 
that  ofthiri^^five  millions  exported,  about  twenty- 
five  go  to  Great  Britain ;  and  ahhoogb  I  do  not 
know  accurately,  I  believe  that  puirt  is  re-export* 
ed  the  same  as  iniported ;  but  if  not,  it  is  well 
known  that  Great  Britain  must  and  will  have  it^ 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  they  at  this  mo- 
ment command  Spanish  wool  and  Fre«ch  darec^ 
they  leill  find  little  difficulty  in  pMcuriog  our 

cotton. 

i  thought  it  incumbent  on  nie  to  make  tbeaa 
few  remarks  to  the  Committee,  because  nlthougb 
they  may  haw  oecuified  to  aome,  I  belief  a  tMy 
have  not  to  all. 

lir.flui>ik«^Mr*  Clmimaa,  I  iHUi4te  totaftka 
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a  few  observations  on  the  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration, but  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee 
more  than  a  few  minutes.  The  resolution  on  your 
table  is  denounced  by  gentlemen  as  a  war  mea- 
sure, but  I  cannot  discern  its  tendency  to  that 
point.  It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  we 
nare  receiyed  from  Great  Britain  repeated  and 
grieyous  injuries.  The  whole  American  people 
are  alarmed,  and  their  feelings  excited  by  the  re- 
iterated acts  of  oppression  and  insolt.  A  gentle- 
man from  Greorgia  has  told  you  that  our  constitu- 
ents have  not  dictated  any  measures;  it  is  true, 
they  have  not  dictated,  but  they  have  complained, 
and  they  look  up  to  the  collected  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  devise  a  remedy  for  the  evils  under  which 
they  are  laboring.  This  is  the  business  upon 
which  we  are  in  part  assembled,  and  it  is  the 
most  important  to  which  our  attiention  will  be 
called ;  we  should  therefore  engage  in  it  with  all 
that  seriousness  and  impartiality  which  its  im- 
portance demands.  Every  member  should  divest 
nimself  of  all  national  and  party  prejudice  when 
he  decides  on  a  ouestion  in  which  the  interest  of 
his  country  is  so  aeeply  concerned.  And  can  we, 
as  men  and  as  patriots,  tamely  submit  to  have 
our  seamen  impressed^  and  forced  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  a  foreign  nation,  and  to  have  our  com- 
merce embarrassed,  interrupted,  and  perplexed, 
and  the  property  of  our  citizens  enga|;ed  therein 
condemned  and  made  the  property  of  the  unjust 
captors  1    I  trust  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  peace  is  of  all  things  most 
desirable,  and  that  by  stopping  importation  from 
Great  Britain  we  shall  provoke  the  wrath  of  that 
nation,  and  plunge  our  country  into  a  most  de- 
structive war&re.  But,  sir,  is  this  a  true  state  of 
the  case?  Will  this  measure  justify  Great  Britain 
in  retaliating  upon  us  in  any  hostile  acts  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  1  have  an  unquestionable  right  to  em- 
ploy or  not  to  employ  any  mechanic  or  manu&c- 
turer,  as  my  interest  or  convenience  shall  direct; 
and  a  nation  has  an  equal  right  to  trade  or  not  to 
trade  with  another  nation,  as  it  may  suit  their  pol- 
icy so  to  do.  We  do  not  thereby  infringe  on  any 
of  their  perfect  rights ;  nay,  I  ao  not  know  that 
by  refusing  to  receive  the  products  of  a  nation  we 
do  thereby  violate  any  ot  her  imperfect  rights. 
And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  no  nation  is  justi- 
fied in  making  war  upon  another,  unless  some  of 
her  perfect  rights  are  invaded.  Nor  is  every  ac* 
cidental  violation  of  a  perfect  right  considered  as 
a  just  cause  of  war.  The  injury  must  be  repeated, 
and  every  other  mode  of  redress  exhausted,  or  at 
least  become  extremely  precarions,  before  a  nation 
can  justify  herself  in  resorting  to  force.  We  have 
suffered  an  invasion  of  a  national  risht,  but  we 
only  wish  to  have  recourse  to  peaceable  means  of 
redress — to  withhold  in  a  degree  our  intercourse 
with  the  nation  from  whom  we  have  received  the 
injury.  If  we  adopt  the  resolution,  Great  Britatn 
will  nave  no  pretext  for  making  war.  She  will 
know  the  precise  terms  upon  which  she  can  regain 
our  trade  and  friendly  intercourse.  The  pream- 
ble will  direct  her  inquiries,  and  lead  her  to  the 
goal  whenever  she  desires  it.  She  will  only  have 
to  cease  from  doing  evil— to  respect  our  rights — 


to  do  as  she  wishes  to  be  done  by— «nd  an  amir 
cable  settlement  will  immediately  ensue. 

We  are,  however,  told  that  Great  Britain  will 
have  no  respect  to  me  law  of  nature,  the  law  of 
nations,  or  the  principles  of  justice ;  that  she  will 
measure  the  rule  of  riffht  only  by  the  length  of 
her  sword ;  and  that  she  is  ali-«>werful  by  sea, 
and  aMe  to  crush  us  before  her.  This  b  a  distress- 
ing picture,  indeed ;  but  really  I  do  not  know  that 
she  has  become  so  superlatively  corrupt,  and  I  do 
not  believe  she  has.  1  trust  she  has  some  sense  of 
right  and  wrong  left,  and  some  regard  to  the  opin- 
ions of  other  nations.  If  I  thought  otherwise,  I 
should  be  disposed  to  break  off  all  intercourse  of 
every  kind,  and  withdraw  from  the  touch  oft 
being  so  highly  polluted.  And  is  her  power  irre- 
sistible ?  I  have  nad  some  experience  of  her  po  wer^ 
and  I  see  no  just  cause  to  be  alarmed.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Sutes  have  no  such  mighty 
reason  to  fear  her  wrath.  They  know,  from  ex- 
perience, her  power  is  not  irresistible.  They  have 
met  it — they  have  repelled  it.  I  should,  indeed, 
fear  to  give  ner  just  cause  of  offence,  and  Congress 
ought  to  alwtain  from  doing  any  improper  or  un- 
just act  towards  her.  We  ought  to  do  nothing 
but  what  we  could  justify  to  ourselves,  to  our  God, 
and  to  ail  the  nations  of  tne  earth.  With  this  con- 
fidence, we  may  safely  trust  the  consequences  to 
the  direction  of  Heaven.  It  is  a  sound  maxim, 
that  it  is  better  to  endure  the  greatest  inconveni- 
ences and  evils  than  submit  to  reiterated  wrongs 
and  insuks.  We  have  suffered  repeated  wrongs. 
The  measure  before  us  is  justifiable  upon  eveiy 
principle  of  the  law  of  nature  or  of  nations.  It  is 
only  necessary,  then,  to  inquire  whether  it  is  wise 
and  politic  to  adopt  it  in  the  present  form.  In 
this  inquiry,  all  our  discretion,  all  our  wisdom,  and 
all  our  patriotism,  unfettered  by  prejudice  or  par- 
tiality, should  be  called  in  to  our  aid.  Will  the 
measure  react  upon  Great  Britain  so  as  to  induce 
her  to  relinquish  her  unjust  claim  to  the  capture 
of  our  ships  and  release  of  our  seamen,  or  will  it 
not  ?  Or  will  it  produce  a  reaction  upon  ourselves, 
which  will  be  lelt  most  sensibly  by  our  citizens, 
and  by  our  Government?  These  are  the  impor^ 
ant  and  the  only  questions  which  we  have  to  con- 
sider ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  fully, 
with  all  their  bearings  and  tendencies.  I  confess 
I  am  not  without  doubts  on  the  subject.  That  it 
will  give  us  some  shock,  cannot  rationally  be  ques- 
tioned. Our  revenue  will  doubtless  be  affected  in 
some  degree,  and  its  clear  amount  diminished,  at 
least  for  a  time.  Inconveniences  will  arise  from 
the  want  of  some  of  those  articles  of  consumption 
which  habit  has  rendered  agreeable  and  useful; 
but  these  evils  may  and  will  be  cheerfully  bome^ 
if  they  will  tend  to  produce  a  sreat  national  good, 
and  free  our  comiheroe  from  mose  injuries  which 
it  has  sustained  and  continues  to  sustain  from  the 
depredations  of  Ghreat  Britain.  If  the  mAQofac- 
tures  of  that  nation  are  as  important  to  her  pros- 
perity and  strength  as  some  of  our  wisest  and  best 
informed  statesmen  have  represented,  she  will — 

I'  she  must— vieid  to  our  equitable  demand,  or  bring 
upon  herself  an  accumulated  weight  of  distress. 
Some  gentlemen  have  said  that  this  as  an  im- 
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proper  time' to  reaot  upon'Great  Bfttain;  that  she 
IS  now  contendins  with  the  most  powerful  despot 
on  earth  for  her  liberties^  and  for  her  retj  exist- 
ence j  that  she  is  now  doing  that  for  the  freedom 
of  nations  which  revolntionary  France  was  doing 
lome  years  ago ;  and  that  her  sensibility  will  be 
excited  by  every  measure  -which  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  affect  and  injure  her  in  her  struggle.  1 
confess  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  press  her  unrea- 
sonably  at  this  time,  but  eu^ely  it  is  not  improper 
to  call  upon  her  in  any  way  we  think  politic  for 
justice,  and  the  free  exercise  of  our  independent 
rights.  These  we  are  entitled  to,  and  these  she 
ought  to  yield  us,  or  she  canilot  expect  our  friend- 
ship; and  this  is  the  most  suitable  time  to  call 
loudly  upon  her  for  ihem.  She  will,  I  trusts-she 
most — give^up  her  UQJust  claims^  if  We  persist  in 
this  measure  tor  any  considerable  time,  or  the  con- 
sequences will  be  more  injurious  to  her  than  any 
advantage  her  present  conduct  gives  her. 

If^  however,  the  resolution  now  under  consid- 
eration should  bethought  ffoingtoo  far,  let  us  take 
ap  one  less  extensive  and  less  energetic.  A  high 
degree  of  unanimity  is  extremely  desirable  on  this 
important  occasion.  I  am  willing  to  meet  gentle^ 
men  on  any  ground  which  may  be  thought  tena- 
ble. If  a  total  non-importation  is  not  advisable, 
let  us  resort  to  a  partial  one,  and  adopt  a  measqre 
embracing  the  object  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  -the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
We  certainly  ought,  and  we  must,  do  something. 
Your  table,  Mr.  Cnairman,  is  loaded  with  com- 
plaints from  all  quarters  of  grievances  and  insults 
too  intolerable  to  be  borne  by  any  people.  It  is 
true,  the  eentleman  from  Georgia  baa  said  the 
citizens  oi  this  countrv  have  a  very  imperfect 
and  incorrect  view  of  this  subject ;  and  that  they 
have  been  imposed  upon  aod.misinformed  by  mer- 
chants, whose  cupidity  has  led  them  to  aound  the 
alarm ;  and  that,  when  they  shall  be  correctly  in- 
formed, and  come  to  have  true  ideas  on  the  suIh 
ject  of  our  differences  with  Qreat  Britain,  not  one 
ID  ten  will  be  found  in  favor  of  any  measure  in 
the  form  of  the  proposition  on  jovlt  table.  But 
I  trust  the  more  the  people  are  informed  on  the 
subject  of  their  eomplamts,  the  louder  and  the 
more  impressive  will  they  become.  It  is  the  in- 
juries they  observe  and  feel,  not  the  representa- 
tions of  interested  men,  that  excite  in  them  the 
sentiments  they  have  expressed.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  amidst  the  vari^tv  of  com- 
plaints, shall  we  remain  quiet?  Shall  we  con- 
tinue in  session  four  or  five  months,  at  the  public 
eipente,  remaining  deaf  to  thi)  cries  of  our  citi- 
feos,  and  depart  without  affording  them  any  re- 
lief? I  hope  not.  We  clinnot  expect  to  enjoy 
the  privileges  and  advantages  of  our  independ- 
ence unless  we  firmly  and  resolutely  maintain 
them.  As  an  independent  nation,  we  should  feel 
no  partialities  towards  any  of  the  European  na- 
tions, but  treat  them  all  with  justice  and  human- 
ity, meeting  their  friendship  by  returns  of  friendly 
actions,  and  repelling  their  aggressions  by  lenient 
but  manly  firmness. 

Much  pains  has  been  taken  to  represent  our 
•omplainta  as  trMal  and  incapable  of  rediesa*    It 


haa  been  said  that  we  are  injured  only  in  our  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  been  represented  as  of  little 
consequence,  and  not  worth  the  expense  neoessarr 
to  defend  it.  -This  appears  to  be  the  idea  whicn 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Georgia  enter- 
tain of  the  business ;  but  the  subject  presenu  it- 
self to  me  in  a  very  different  complexion.  To 
me^  it  appears  far  more  important  to  the  United 
States  than  they  represent.  I  consider  it  highly 
interesting  not  only  to  our  merchants,  but  to  our 
agricultural  citizens.  If  we  should  abandon  thia 
trade  totally,  our  wheat,  corn,  beef,  pork,  and  other 
products  of  the  Middle  States,  would  shortly  b^ 
come  a  drug^  and  the  price  of  them  be  greatly 
diminished  in  our  market  towns.  Perhaps  the 
Southern  States  might  find  a  market  in  the  porta 
of  Great  Britain  for  their  cotton  and  tobacco: 
but  if  the  carrying  trade  should  be  relinquishedi 
the  best  market  for  those  other  staple  productions 
of  our  country  would  be  shut  to  us.  By  carrying 
these  commodities  to  a  foreign  market,  there  ex- 
changing them  for  the  productiotis  of  that  country, 
and  after  bringing  them  to  our  ports,  exporting 
the  surplus  of  them  as  well  as  some  of  our  own 
productions  to  another  foreign  country — by 
which  trade  we  are  enabled  as  well,  to  sell  our 
surplus  produce,  as  to  pay  for  the  mimufactoresof 
Great  Btitain  which  we  consume*  Further| 
would  it  not  be  highly  degrading  to  our  national 
oharacter  to  relinquish  so  just  and  advantageous 
a  trade  to  justify  the  whim,  interest,  or  capnce  of 
any  natipn  ?  If  we  permit  Great  Britain  to  sub- 
stantiate her  present  doctrines,  she  will  most  as- 
suredly extend  in  her  demands  and  the  strictness 
of  her  doctrines,  until  she  leaves  us  no  trade  worth 
defending,  neither  circuitous  nor  direct.  But  shall 
we  tamely  submit,  without  one  effort  to  escape  this 
degradation  7  Shall  we  not  rather  do  what  is  in 
our  power  to  ward  off  the  evib  that  surround  us? 
The  ffentleman  from  Georgia  has  said  that  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  meet  his  constituents  if  he 
should  give  his  assent  to  the  proposition  before 
us.  But  whatever  may  be  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  the  South,  I  believe  those  to  the  East- 
ward would  be  dissatisfied  if  we  should  rise  with- 
out taking  any  measures  upon  this  momentous 
subject.  They  look  for  something  from  our  hands, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  not  rise  until  we  have  devi- 
sed, and  put  in  operation  some  plan  whereby  wa 
may  redress  the  grievances  under  which  our  citi- 
zens groan,  and  of  which  they  have  so' loudly 
compmined. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Saturday,  March  8. 

Mr,  Cook  submitted  a  resolution^  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  goods  chargeable  with  ad-valorem  duties,  com- 
monly called  the  Mediterranean  fund,  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  same  be  exclusively  applied  to  the 
augpmentation  and  support  of  the  naval  force,  and 
the  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors  agVioat 
insults  and  injuries.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  Houae  «  lettaf 
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fjoiQ  (h^  Searetary  of  State,  aeeompMyioc  state-^ 
9i^nts  of  applications  m»de  to  tbo  Biriti^h  OoYera* 
j$tontf  in.  oases  of  impreasaieni  of  Aioericui  sea- 
Bieo^  prepared  in  obedieoceof  aresoiaiion  of  the 
House,  of  tbe  sixth- of  January  last;  which  were 
read,  aod  referred  to  the  cansideration  of  a  Con^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  slate  of  the 
Unioiif    Tbe^ report  isas  followa: 

DmwAKTMMTn  or  drAVS,  March  6, 1806. 

The  SeersUry  of  6lale,  in  oempliaBce  with  die  order 
ef  <he  House  of  ReprasentatiTes  of  tlis  16c]i  of  Jsaaarjv 
direetiDg  hia  to.  lay  before  it  <*  a  reUmi  of  the  atanber 
ef  Amencaa  seamen  who  have  been  impilMsed  or  de- 
tained, by  theshtpeof  war  or  prf^teeieof  Gosai  Britsio, 
whose  names,  have  been  lepoiEted  to<the  BepertoMnt  of 
3iate,  since  the  sta^meai  wse.  made  te  the  Houss^  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress;  mcBtionins  the  names  of 
the  persons  impnsssed,  with  the.  names  of  the  ships  or 
vessels  by  which  they  were  impressed,  and  the^time  of 
the  impressment;  together  with  spy  &cts  and  circum- 
stances  in  relation  to  the  same,  which  may  have  been 
reported  to  him:  stating  also  the  whole  number  of 
American  seamen  impressed,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  preSentwar  in  Europe,  and  including  in  a  separ- 
ate column  the  number  of  passengers,  if  any,  who  may 
have  been  taken  oat  of  American  vessels  coming  to  the 
United  States  from  Europe,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith  the  names  of  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  per- 
sons who  appear  to  have  been  impressed  from  Ameri' 
ean  vessels*  and  whose  nsmeeJiave  been  reported  te 
Hub  Department  of  State  since  the  last  statement  was 
aade  to  Ooogreas^  togiBthav  witk  a  discriminatSain  in 
the  partioulaiB  required  by  the-  orders  except  aa  hei^ 
after  mentioned. 

The  aggregate  number  of  impneseaien^ ;  into  the 
British  service,  the  commsn^ii(ient  of  tlie  pceeent  wac 
in  Europe,  is  found  to  be  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-three. 

It  is  not  easy  to  distinguish,  with  accuracy,  how 
many  of  these  persons  were  ■  really  not  dtisens  of  the 
Uniied  States,  but  the  column  of  remarks,  added  to  the 
list  in  lieu  of  this  discrimination,  will  exhibit  some 
ground  for  judging  of  the  fact. 

It  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  make  a  separ- 
ate cehimn  for  impressed  passengers,  as  tfais  description 
of  persons  heve  been  leported  to  have  been  impressed 
bat  in  Hie  few  oases  sabjoiaed^ 

It  IS  proper  to  observe,  that 'a  email  part  only  eftiM 
ps9mdatace4he.laii  statement  there-,was  an  agenlte 
aeamenibr  the^Leeward  ialanda  at  Jamaiea;  the>  graHo* 
man  who  then  heU  ihechaiga  baving  .resigned  dt,  and 
anothei,  who  had  iMen  appointed  to  snoceea  him,  hnv* 
ii^decl^ied  aeoeptii^g  it.  The  agent  appointed  Air 
Antigua  having  been  absent  from  that  island  sin^e  his 
appfuntment  in  Mi^  lastt  no  returnahave  been,reoeived 
from  the  Windward  islands.  Prom  these  circumstances 
it  is  very  probable,  that  many  impressments  have  been 
made  in  tne  West  Indian  seas,  which,  though  of  recent 
date,  are  not  inokided  ia  the  present,  report. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMB8  KTAIHdOIf. 

A  memorial  of  the  Corpoeation  of  Georgeiowii, 
in  the  District  of  Gulumbiat  was  presented  to  the 
Hevee  and  read,  prayiog  that  the  Levy  Court  of 
the  coanty  of  WasbiDgtoo  may  be  authorized  to 
levy  and  collect  a  tax  on  taxable  property  withio 
the. City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  therein 
iMiitiapedr-Eeferred  to  the  comoiitteepppotoledy 


on  the  fifth  ioelant.  on.  the  petition -of  Robert 
Brent,  aod  others,  CooaBoieeioaera  <^  tha  Levy 
Court,  for  thexoonif  of  Waehingltti.. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOOD& 

The  House  iignin  reioUed  iteeif  io<oaCofl»« 
mictee  of  the  Whole  ob  the  state  of  the  Unioo,  oa 
Mr..  GBBoa'«  reso^tieft. 

Mf.  EU.IOT.— -vTo  repbee  the  pummt  qncstioft 
apoo  the*  ground  whieh  it  originally  oce«pied,to 
ezamiae  it  with  a  view  to  its  real  merita,  and  its 
mefite  aleae,  bawever  hopelese.aight  be  the  taski 
would  ,eertaAal)r  be  a  tov^f  useful  oae.  It  has  uh 
d^d  bieen  oMuudeBcd  aa  iS(dicative:of  a  apeeieaof 
madness  to  atteodpt  to  stem  a  torreiftt  whieh  ii 
known  to  bie  irresistible;  hutitisaaid  that-then 
is  soeaeliaiee,aaethed  ta  madnees^  Aud  there  is  al« 
ways  honor  in  a^UaAt-  death  in  a  ^ood  oauaa. 
It  is  in  vain  to  eoaeeei  the  f#et  that  this  leaoUfttioa 
is  devoted  to  destruction ;  but  ita  supfioncn  owa 
somethiiig  to  their  9mn  feeUogei  ao4  they  owe 
nuioh  HMve  to  their  ootintry.  It  will  probably  be 
adnitted,  Mr.  ChairoMiD,  on  both  aidea  of  tha 
Hou9e--*ror  it  will  not  .be  pretended  that  there  ara 
mofe  than  two -sides  upon.the<  presea^  ooca.VioB| 
whatever  confusion  of  nartiea  laay  eometiraes  ap- 
pei(r  coexist  upon  this  noor^that.a  more-interest* 
tng  crisis  of  oar  naiioaal  eoDearne  ihaa  the  pres* 
ent,  itti  reference  to  foreign  relationa,  has-  not  ex* 
isted  since  theadoptioaof  the  present Conetstotioik 
Some  of  the  best  interests  of  our  country  are  al 
stake.  But  it  is  not  believed  hyall  th%t  our  Coi^ 
stitntien  and  Uherties  are  involved  ia  any  possible 
issue  of  this/ ^^uestion»  Befoie  we  eveo  bad  a 
Coostitutim^  while  the  dement  of  our  pcdiiical 
s^sieo^iwere  almost  with^fr  focm^and  void,  tha 
hbertiea  of  this  people  wesa  safe,  io- their  own 
haad^  itttd-  tr^mphanit  over  the.power  of  that  na* 
tion«whoae  vehgeenoe,  it  is  fiaid|  ve  shall  pcovohe 
by  the  adoption  of  thiafesQl^iioa.  Our  Consd* 
tuiioa  and  libeYtiesrare  eefe.  The  seene  is  not  so 
awfal,  b«it  it  .is  impremive.  I  rappat  it,str,  we 
owe  machi  to  outi  oouniry^  The  frieadeof  the 
resolutieofra  prepared  for  the  fate  that  awaits  it| 
bat  (hey  have  cakea  their  gsoaad  from  teAeetion, 
and  they  «4li«^i  they  wtU  no(  ahandmit  agaiast 
oonviciion,iUnril  oveppQwared,ae  indubilably  they 
will  he,  in.the:caAlest. 

Two  ctassoi  of  aryamema  ac^.  nkarahalled  ia 
oipppeitioo  to  the;mocioay  one  of  whijoh  iaaddrese- 
ed  to  our  hepes^  awi  the  othtr:to  oarXeara.  Te 
oar )hopesh-of  what!  Of  heiuoraWe  aad-saccess- 
Ul  neaotiaiiiQo,  if  tbis:piaaare  be  abaadoacd. 
Qveat  Britain  wull  do  us  juetiee  if  we  aekit  oaee 
more*  On  what  ia  this hopefooaded?  Let  na 
not  00  too  far  iwolu  It  waa  said  ia  aaoieai  times 
to  he  dangerous,  aod  doabiyiess  it  is  dan^ercMis  stilly 
to  rakeopen  the  ashes :  of  a  .fleffie  not  yet  extia* 
gutshed«  Do,  our  h^pes  repqae  upqa.  events  of 
recent  date?  Upoa  the  iung-coatintted  impress* 
meni  into  her  naval  service  of  many  of  oar  use- 
ful cituien&  citiacos  entitled  to  the  aaaae  rights 
with  ourselves,  except  that  they  are  not  delegated 
to  represent  the  people  within  these  walls  ?  An 
outrage  which  iio  natianr  hut  Qreat  Britain  pmc- 
ticeo^  and  to  which  no  natioa  hat  America  sub* 
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qUs*    Up<Mi  the  eofistftpi  inUr|io)attQA  of  D««r 
]9riDcipi(«v  detiruQUve  of  our  neutral  righta^  into 
the  veaeitUe.  code  of  the  laws  of  nature  end  q%« 
tioof,  or  Mtbjer  the  sy^tf  ipmic  pecvecbion  ap4  proe* 
tratiOQ,  to  our  serious  injur  v.  of  some  of  tbemo4t 
qacred  prineifile«  of  ihoie  laws.    We  ean  soon 
likmiaiai  thie^  branch  of  the4nibjfcl<    CooUy.and 
d^liboralely  ^s^iaauc,  aever^  and  ujibending,  baa 
tbe  injorievtvcondnetol'Qreat  Britaiaioward  ut 
IpDg  beei^    Unconnected  with  strong  m^asaree 
en  our  part  we  can  discern  no  rea^ooahle  ground 
{mt  bopee  so  4aaeiiff9«    PtoipenU  so  lielufftYe 
beve  iv>  cjutrm*  for  tbe  sufporterf  of  the;re$olo» 
tion.    We  repose  na.eoi^deA|oe  upon  tbe  justice 
ao4l  iiberaiiiy  of  Ghrnai  Bfitaiin)  furtber  ikm  ae 
4iOPe  ▼irtueflr  mi^  eoffrespond  wMb  ber  inileiest^ 
To  tbat  we  wish,  to  neke  an.appeak    With  my- 
self i^  baa  long  bee»  a^  eetiW4fOp»iiion,  tbat  she 
would  go  to  war  with  U9  whenever  it  s^^ld  be 
ber  interest,. to  do,  SO4    We  wish  for  peaces  we 
raise  our  voices  for  negotiatioA,  bat  fornegeftiatiott 
sustained  by  nieasures  of  an  energetic  and  com- 
manding charaeter. 

Tbe'othercbMisqf  argnpiottts  is  ad4re99e4  ex* 
Qli^i?ely,  permit  me^siff^  toisaycxclusi!^Y,toowc 
iea^s,  Qentleoien.  have  ta^en  a  gloomy  vie w,  in* 
deed,  of  this  part  o£  the  suogect^  While  we  ean 
hope  notiving,  wseqiuU  fear  eyery thing  from.  UiiO 
adopliooof  tlie.meaettfe»  Wa  shall  injure  our- 
selves greally<  and:  Grcnl  Britain  not  at  aU;  we 
ahall  inflict  a  deep  a^d  fniai  wpund  upon  the  ag- 
rieultiifexif  pur  connlryij  we  shall  sacrifice  the 
interests  oS  the  penpleof  the  Southern  portion  of 
the  Union,  by  prpvoltiog.  retalifitio%  to  the.prer 
elusion  of  the.only  niiarcet  for  tb«ir  sitaple  comr 
]noditieii,bc»V()esaubjectAngtben»  to  thedenriya^ 
ttoftof  foreign jnenufaetures  without  wliichthey 
cannot  subsiitj  we  shall  destroy  th^  mofft  .pcor 
daetiTesooree  of. the  national  revenue;  we  can- 
not, after  all,  support  the  eystepi;  we  muu  aban- 
don it  with)  dasgraoci  or  parsiilt  in  it  to.  our 
4estnietiptt»  It  will,  even  produce  war  with. all 
itf  horrore,  and  the  deelrnetion  of  the  Gonatitn- 
lion,  1%  ia  at«  one  tnoment  a  weak  mea4ure»  at 
another  a  iwar  4nea90fe>  and  sometimes  botki,  Da 
we  getiyOTeQ  or  gfk  around .  tbeiiei  objectione  ?  Do 
we  not  suie.  them  in  iheir  full  £ui«e»  aiMl^meet 
them  fairly  1  Formidable  aa  they  are,  we«  shall 
cvenendeev^i  torapel  them,.  Oneof  tboaegi«at 
men o£:Wihominw><lecn.tic»ea.baire  beeniso  ju9tly. 
Houdi  nrwrttex:  wkmp  rare  combination  of  th«^ 
pawera  <tf  mia4«  render  him  at  once  elQ%Men(A»4 
sagacious,  has  aduaneed  a.pnaeipfe  whieh  fema 
an  exeffUentfCOMieir:stone  feithesupemtr^cturt  of 
awnovPitt'On  whiok  the.  friends  .of  th«^r«aol#|iM 
1^.  Peaoe  >is  the  neinra^  effia^t  ot  trnde«  TwA 
nMtona  in  babita  oC  commercial  intevcowae-  h^ve 
reeiproealin'ereste;  if  one  has.  an  interest  in  buyr 
ing^the  other  ba^an  intereat  in  selling;  and  (heir 
QMitiial  wanta.nnd  intepeats  cement  their  union* 
The  quotation  is  not  verbal,  but  substantiaii  it  m 
fixim  ffftomory.  Had  the  immortal  author,  of  the 
Spirit  <if  Laws  been  gifted  with*  prophetic  po werei 
be  could  not.  have  .described  with  more  aeeoraey. 
the  relative  situation  of.  Great  Britain  and.  the 
Ufiited.  Statet  aftibe  4^Mnnt  tim<v    To  ps^e  thie 


let  us  tnrn  to  the  intereaiing  report  of  the  Seete* 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  just  laia  upon  our  tables* 
Here  is  tbeaanoal  amount  of  commeice  betweea 
us  and  the  dominiooeof  QffeatBritain.|Calonlatcd 
09  an  average  for  the  last  three  years: 

IBffPOBTS. 

Fnun  tliedeBintone  of  Qreat  Britain  fn  Btnepe,  (fii\^ 
niter  exeeptsd)     ....  «S7,400^000  00 

Pram  tbefiritMb East  Indies.   ^       -      3^30,000  eo 
From  tbeJKorlbani  Biitkbi  eolnnies  in 
,     America       ......         640^080  Og 

'  F^m  the  Briti«b  West  Indies  •     4i&70,000  Ofli 
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Xo  Ox^^i  Qritain,  in  Europe,  (Gibraltar  ^septed«)  i^ 

eluding  desrsnces  for  Eiighind  snd  e.msrluty  and 

flour  snd  Wheat,  which  are.  not  permanent  abides  el 

exportation  to  Great  Britain,  and  including  foreign 

merchapdise  re-ezpoxted,        -        •  (15,690,000  00 

To  &e  BritiBh  East  Indies        -        .  130,000  00 

To  the  Northern  British  colonies      -       1,000,000  00 

To  the  Britiah  West  Indies      -        -       6,480,000  00 


Total  importa 
Total  exports 


fp^lmiii^  against 'US  * 


Sd,300,000  00 

'I    '1    I.      11* 

$86,040,090  00 
39^300,000  00 

19,740^000  00 


Our  annual  fanpotls  from  aU  die  Werid 

amonnt  to    -        -        •        »        -   <  76,816,000  00 
Of  whieh  we  impart  ftom  tStremi  Bril^ 

80,040,000  00 


Hahinire  fiom^otbar  eetmtries«  • 


30,376,000  00 


Almost  half  QOf  imports^  thembre,  ace  from 
the  Bcitifib  dominions,  and .  the<  balance  of  trade 
is  twelve  mUUoneiOf  oollats  against  tis.  Howevef 
inaoGoraterorinoonclnsiTe  may  betbeideas  some* 
timea  annexed i  to  what  is- called  the- balance- of 
trade,  it.ia  nvident  to  common  aense  that  the  na^ 
ttoo  which  seUa^  to  anothftr  everY^year  manufan» 
tarea<tf  tbe^ahie  of  twelve  mHiions  beyond  the 
whole  value  fif  tbe4Wodnetions  of  the  othernation 
which  she  buys,;  must  beeartying  on^  in  that  pat* 
tieuiarf  a  ,Tory  pofitable  comaMtee.  It  was  said 
by  saaes.  of  oU  i  tooqw^ .  that,^  whoever  Deity ^  detee^ 
aainedtodeBtiioV)  he  .first  madt'  m^d.  Is  Qicat 
Britain'  devoted:,  by  Ptveidence  to  destmetioof 
Gai»ahn  iie,somad)  so  ontrageansly  and  incurably 
mad  J  as- ta  deprive  herself  *  fomrer  of  this  very 
gainiTol'aoatmereey  i*  veveonge  ftw  our  exmrcising 
an-  anqiieetionable.  rights  in-  conseqaence  of  the 
wfoa^  we  suffer  T  Can  ber  wise  Gtovernm«nl| 
foe  wise  it  certainly  ia^  adobt  so  strange  aoourse 
of  coadnotl  But.  afrnr  all^  many  are.  skeptical 
as  »to  theinjnry  to-  be  done  -to  Gbaeat  Britain.  I  am 
not  ooBof  tboaa  who  anboipate  the  min  of  her 
manufiactof ing  eatablisbmeata  from  this  measora, 
and  peehajps  they  will  not  even-  be  poralyaed^  but 
ber^manniacturea  will  certaioly  diminish  in  pricey 
and  she  wall  be  under  the  neocssity  of  seacelung 
oat  new  obanneb  of  tiada  by  which  to  pour 


639 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


640 


H«  OF  R. 


Nanrlfnpofiastion  of  GoodM  from  Great  BrUabi. 


March,1806. 


them  off  from  her  shores ;  this  majr  be  the  extent 
of  the  injury,  but  it  will  be  sufficiently  serious 
to  induce  ber  to  do  us  justice.    It  is  contend- 
ed that  the  injury  to  ourselves  will  be  incalculable. 
I  think  it  may  easily  be  estimated.  Jt  will  be 
nothing  more,  calculating  upon  the  continuance 
of  peace,  than  a  small  augmentation  of  the  price 
of  the  articles  which  we  shall  obtain  as  substi- 
tutes for  British  goods,  a  temporary  fall  of  the 
S  rices  of  some  of  our  own  productions,  and  a  small 
ecrease  of  the  revenue.    But  it  is  thought  by 
some  that  we  must  starve  or  freeze  in  six  months 
without  British  commerce.    Are  the  days  of  the 
Bevolution  so  soon  forgotten?    Of  our  annual 
imports  from  Great  Britain,  of  the  value  of  about 
twenty-seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  upward 
of  twenty-six  millions  in  value,  is  composed  of 
goods  paying  duties  ad  valorem,  and  embracing, 
with  inconsiderable  exceptions,  all  the  woollen, 
cotton,  linen,  silk,  metal,  earthen,  glass,  and  paper 
manufactures,  and  only  $1,340,000  of  articles  pav- 
ing specific  duties,  and  consisting  principally  ofsalt, 
steel,  leadj  nails,  and  porter.    These,  it  is  said, 
cannot  be  obtained  elsewhere,  particularly  coarse 
woollens ;  and  we  shall  be  told  that  our  habits 
have  placed  them  upon  the  list  of  necessaries. 
But  our  habits  can  change.    Our  importations  are 
chiefly  composed  of  the  luxuries  and  conveniences 
of  apparel.    If  the  public  good  require  it,  we  may 
dispense  with  luxuries,  or  rather  our  conveniences 
may  become  luxuries,  our  necessaries  conveni- 
ences.   The  truth,  however,  is,  that  we  can  obtain 
similar  articles,  or  tolerable  substitutes,  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.    From  Spain  we  can  get 
ailk  handkerchiefs  and  velvets,  as  well  as  wines 
and  fruits.    From  Portugal,  not  only  fruits  and 
oils,  the  product  of  that  country  and  of  Italy,  but 
Lisbon  salt  in  any  quantity,  wine,  brandy,  and 
some  East  India  goods.    From  France,  wrought 
sUks,  superfine  broadcloths,  calicoes,  and  chintzes, 
printed  goods,  linens,  cambrics,  lawns,  lace,  cotton 
fabrics,  salt,. writing  paper,  brandy,  wines,  and  aU 
the  productions  of  Italv  and  the  Levant.    From 
German V,  Holland,  ana  the  north  of  Europe,  sev* 
eral  kinds  of  linen,  cotton,  and  woollen  manufac- 
tures, broadcloths,  kerseymeres,  coarse  woollens. 
Russia  sheeting,  Silesian  linens,  cambrics,  ana 
lawns,  damasks  and  diapers,  glass,  copper,  and 
tome  iron  manufactures,  sheet  copper.  Gkrmaa 
ateel,  cordage,  looking-glasses,  calicoes,  orass  ket- 
tles, and  many  other  articles.    It  is  admitted  that 
there  are  some  woollen  manufactures  in  Gtcrina- 
ny,  and  some  cotton  ones  in  France.    Almost  all 
the  countries  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  if  not 
BOW  manufacturers  for  exportation,  may[  become 
such,  if  circumstances  make  it  for  their  interest ; 
%nd  such  will  be  the  effect  of  our  refusing  to  im- 
port British  productions.    It  will  give  a  stimulus 
to  the  manufactures  of  other  countries  which 
will  produce  great  effects ;  in  the  natural  course 
of  things,  it  will  induce  thoae  countries  to  form 
new  manufacturing  establishments,  and  to  extend 
and  improve  their  old  ooes.    Besides,  it  will  in- 
duce them  to  sell  to  us  a  g[reat  part  of  what  they 
now  consider  as  necessaries  or  life,  on  aceoust 
of  the  advance  of  pvice,  and  to  raplaea  tham  by 


ioptportations  from  Gkeat  Britain  at  reduced 
prices.  This  increase  of  the  price  of  articles  for 
our  own  consumption  will  be  a  disadvantage,  but 
we  roust  bear  a  temporary  and  partial  cfvil  with  a 
view  to  ultimate  and  general  good. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  upon  the  revenue  ia 
a  subject  of  great  alarm ;  h  is  to  render  us  bank- 
rupt in  fortune  as  well  as  reputation.    The  an- 
nual revenue  of  the  United  States,  on  an  average 
of  the  three  last  years,  has  been  $11,550^000,  of 
which  $5,432,000,  are  derived  from  our  imports 
from  the  British  dominions,  and  $6,118,000  from 
our  imports  from  the  rest  of  the  world.    Thb  it 
certainly  a  very  serious  view  of  the  subject ;  but 
we  believe- that  this  measnre  will  not  produce 
war,  and  of  course  that  it  will  not  paialyze  o«r 
commerce.    Our  merchants  will  still  be  enter- 
prising, and  will  have  new  inducements  to  enter- 
prise ;  our  flag  will  still  wave  on  every  sea  and 
m  every  clime ;  from  new  sources  and  channds 
of  commerce  we  shall  derive  articles  similar  to 
those  now  imported  from  Britain,  or  tolerable 
substitutes ;  and  the  increased  price  of  those  arti- 
cles will  add  something  to  the  revenue,  while  it 
will  be  in  some  degree  diminished  by  the  general 
effect.    €kntlemen  of  ereat  commercial  informa- 
tion, have  calculated  that  the  revenue  will  not  be 
diminished  to  the  amount  of  one  million ;  but  1^ 
us  suppose  that  it  will  be  lessened  two  millions, 
or  even  $2,550,000.    With  only  nine  millions  in- 
stead of  eleven  and  a  half,  it  is  certain  w«  cannot 
expend  three  or  four  millions  for  the  snpport  of 
Gk)vemment,  and  sustain  besides  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  eight  millions  for  the  parment  of 
the  national  debt.    But  let  us  suppose  the  worst, 
and  what  follows?    We  may  submit  to  the  usur- 
pations of  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean,  we  may 
throw  at  her  feet  everything  but  nominal  independh 
ence  and  honor,  we  may  disgrace  and  degrade 
ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  we  shall 
extinguish  our  national  debt  in  181o,  1617,  or  ISIB. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  may  assume  a  manly 
and  di&:nified  national  spirit,  we  may  recall  the 
principles  and  the  habits  of  the  Revolution,  we 
may  arm  our  Gk>vernment  with  sufficient  energy 
to  vindicate  and  maintain  our  national  rights,  we 
ma V  command  respect  from  other  nations,  and  we 
shall  extioffuish  our  national  debt  in  18^,  1825, 
or  1826.  This  may  be 'the  alternative  in  the  last 
resort,  but  for  the  present  we  can  increase  the 
ratio,  and  of  course  the  quantum  of  the  duties 
which  constitute  the  revenue.  In  iiard  times  we 
must  expect  to  bear  hard  burdens. 

The  adoption  of  this  measnre,  we  are  told,  will 
throw  ^n  unequal  and  unreasonaUe  weight  upon 
our  Bouthera  brethren  \  it  is  feared  that  it  will  not 
only  lessen  the  price,  but  utterly  preclude'  the  mar- 
ket, of  their  staple  export  commodities.  Here  we 
oueht  to  pause  and  reflect;  and  if  such  an  evil 
wiU  flow  from  this  source,  wc  ought  to  abaadoa 
the  project.  - 

Upon  reflection,  we  do  not  believe  that  each  will 

be  the  consequence.    The  two  great  articles  of 

Southern  Exportation  are  cotton  and  tohaeco.  The 

value  of  our  annual  exports,  for  the  three  last 

I  years,  to  the  dominionaor  Great  Bdtain  in  ^iiope 
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oiilf)  hts  been  ti^690,000,  of  which  the  valae  of 
coaoo  has  been  $5,640,000,  and  i>f  tobacco  |;^;^0,- 
000;  both  together  $8,860,00a    Deductisff  from 
tbegrosp  amount  of  $16,690,000,  the  snmof  i^60)- 
QOOy  for  foreign  goods  re*exported,  we  have  $13,- 
430,000  for  all  the  artieles  of  domeitic  produce, 
and  of  course  the  Southern  States  fumisn  nearly 
two-thirds  in  value  of  our  domestic  exports  to  the 
European  dominions  only  of  Oreat  Bntain.    But 
our  exports  to  the  British  eoloniesi  in  all  parts  of « 
the  world,  consist  of  the  productions  of  the  North- 
ern and  Middle  States;  ofprovisioD  and  Uve  stock, 
lumber,  naval  stores,  potash,  fnrs,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  aeqairtd   by  Ine  carrying  traoe. 
And  eotioB  and  tobacco  are  now exportedto other 
parts  as  well  as  Great  Bntain:  the  total  annual 
value  of  the  exports  of  cotton  being,  $6,940/)00, 
and  of  tobacco  $6,143,000,  these  two  arUoles  (and 
there  are  no  other  of  consequenoe  exported  from 
the  Southern  States  except  rice,  which  is  compar- 
atively of  inconsidteable  value)  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  $13,063,000,  which,  dedueted  from  $39,^ 
928i000,  the  whole  amoimt  of  exports  of  domestic 
produce,  leaves  $26,845,000,  for  the  exports  almost 
exclusively  of  the  Norihem  and  Middle  States. 
It  is  not  Iralieved  that  this  measure  will  shut  up 
the  British  market  for  a  raw  material  so  neces- 
sary to  their  manufactures  as  onT-cottOD*    A  non- 
importation is  not  in  itselfa  non-exportation.  Our 
exports  may  still  go  tp  Great  Britain,  as  it  will  be 
her  intef  est  to  receive  them.  -  But  suppose  she 
adopu  measuies  of  retaliation  against  her  interest, 
and  excludes  4hem.    When  we  know  that  even 
in  the  present  war  she  opens  free  ports  in  her  col- 
onies for  a  partial  commerce  with  her  enemies, 
and  whea  we  are  told  that  the  French  armies  are 
now  clad  in  British  manufaetores,  can  we  doubt 
that  the  British  Government,  with  that  depth  of 
commercial  as  well  as  national  policy  for  which 
it  is  distingnished,  will,  whatever  may  be  its  os- 
tensible acts,  open  some  indiropt  channel  of  trade 
by  which  to  siqpply  itself  with  an  article  so  essen- 
tial to  the  system  of  its  matrafaefnres?    Besides, 
as  t  have  already  observed,  in  reference  to  import- 
ation, even  the  profusion  of  the  British  market 
would  Qipma  a  new  one  for  this  article  iir  Prance 
and  other  countries,  by  holdtnjif  out  an  edconrage- 
ment  for  them  to  extend  and  improve  those  maa- 
niaeturee  of  which  it  forms  the  raw  material.  The 
only  effect  upon  the  artieles  of  cotton  aad  tobacco 
would  be  a  small  decrease  of  their  nriee,  aadpei^ 
haps  that  only  tempomry,  and  woula  not  a  similar 
effect  be  prodooed  npon  the  produotiotts  of  other 
parts  of  the  Union  ?    Would  not  the  price  of  the 
exports  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  of  oar 
beef,  pork,  batter,  cheese,  dried  and  pickled  fish, 
floar,  wheat,  corn,  lamber,  and  all  otner  articles, 
be  affected?    Uiuj|oestionably.    We  hoped  this 
would  have  been  viewed  as  a  great  national  ques- 
tion upon  a  great  national  scale,  and  not  made  a 
local  one.    But  does  not  the  carrying  trade,  which 
we  wish  to  protect,  present  a  local  question  also? 
Is  it  not  also  exclusively  carried  on  by  citixens  of 
the  Northern  and  Middle  States  ? 

It  is  said  that  this  trade  prodoces  a  revenue  of 
only  98dO,000p    Bat  what  la  the  amount  of  the 
0th  Con.— 21 


trade,  and  why  does  it  not  produce  more  revenue? 
The  annoal  Valne  of  articles  of  foreign  produce 
re-exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  is  estimated 
at  $28f583,000.  it  produces  but  a  small  sum,  be- 
cause it  has  been  deemed  good  policy  not  to  tax 
it,  but  to  cberisL  to  patronise  it,  as  a  source  of 
industry  and  profit. 

But  some  g^tlemen  are  not  inclined  to  protect 
this  trade,  and  some  even  haxard  an  opinion  that 
it  is  injurioys  to  the  country.  We  thought  the 
principle  advanced  by  able  writers  on  political 
economy  was  equally  settled  with  men  or  science 
and  men  of  common  sense,  that  the  amount  of  the 
real  wealth  of  a  nation  is  composed  of  the  com- 
bined amount  of  the  produce  df  its  land  and  labor-^ 
of  its  industry  upon  thfe  ocean^  as  well  as  upon  the 
terra)&ina— randthatfivemillionsofdollarsearaed 
in  the  earrying  trade,  the  prodoct  of  labor  on  the 
seas,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  incor- 
porated in  to  the  great  stock  of  oirr  national  wealth, 
were  just  e^ual  to  five  millions  of  dollars  acquired 
by  the  labor  of  the  husbandman.  The  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  too,  may  be  viewed  as  a  local 
question.  Those  unfortunate  men  belong  to  the 
NorUiem  and  Middle  States.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
consider  them  as  persons  of  no  character  or  conse- 
quence^mere  adventurers  on  the  ocean,  wander- 
ing beyond  the  limits  and  the  powers  of  the  na^ 
tional  jurisdiction  and  protection.  Not  so.  They 
are  men  and  citizens ;  they  have  friends,  connex* 
ions,-  and  a  home,  and  are  employed  in  an  honest 
occupation ;  and  surely  the  impressment  of  thou- 
sands of  them,  in  a  state  worse  than  that  of  Afri- 
can slavery,  on  board  those  floatinj^  castles  which 
spead  terror  through  the  world,  is  a  local  ques- 
tion of  as  oiiuch  importance  as  the  price  of  cotton 
and  tobacco.  On  this  subject  alone  the  friends  of 
the  resolution  are  prepared  to  say  that  strong  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  adopted,  and  ought  never  to  be 
abandoned,  until  our  nag  shall  be  suffered  to  pro- 
tect those  over  whom  it  waves.  If  tbe  American 
ea^le  is  disposed  to  sink  beneath  the  feet  of  the 
British  lion,  he  can  expect  nothing  but  contempt 
and  outrage ;  but  it  is  m  his  power  to  take  a  more 
elevated  situation-^o  soar  out  of  reach — and  be  at 
once  secure  and  trintmphant. 

Not  only  are  the  peculiar  interests  of  our  South- 
ern brethren  to  be  sacrificed  by  this  measure,  but 
it  is  to  lead  to  war  with  Great  Britain !  On  what' 
is  this  idea  founded  ?  On  the  cool,  calculating 
character  of  her  celebrated  Minister.  It  will  be 
in  itself  no  cause  of  war ;  it  is  a  commercial  reg* 
nlation  merely ;  and  we  have  the  same  right  to 
adopt  it  that  Great  Britain  has  to  pass  those  laws 
by  which  she  imposes  greater  duties  on  the  ex- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  to  the 
United  States,  than  are  imposed  on  similar  arti- 
cles exported  to  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  commercial  regulation— 
a  part  of  the  system  of  managing  our  own  concerns 
in  our  own  manner-*and  it  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  will  produce  war.  Can  Great  Brit- 
ain wish,  at  the  pre^nt  moment,  to  add  to  the 
number  of  her  enemies  ?  She  is,  indeed,  the  soul 
of  a  powerful  coalition,  but  she  has  a  powerful 
enemy  to  contend  with.    She  is  fighting,  not  the 


643 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


644 


H.  OP  R. 


Non-Importation  of  Good$  from  Great 


Mabch,  1806. 


battles  Df  the  human  race,;  not  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  of  Eorope;  leant  of  all  for 
the  rights  aod  privileges  of  the  people  of  America; 
but  for  her  own  national  existence.    Her  wooden 
walls,  like  those  of  ancient  Athens,  which  by  the 
direction  of  an  oracle  are  said  to  bare  preserved 
that  celebrated  city  from  destruction,  eonstitute 
the  only  harrier  between  herself  aod  ruin.    Are 
we  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain^    Not  at  all,  ex- 
cept in  war:  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 
We  love  the  British  people;  we  should  be  mon- 
sters if  we  did  not,  for  British  blood  flows  in- our 
veins.    We  renerate  those  monuments  of  British 
learning  and  of  British  liberty  which  have  so  long 
ador&ed  the  dark  scene  of  Europe.    We  respect 
Ihe  power  and  the  ability  of  the  British  Gorern- 
ment,  and  we  will  respect  its  magnanimity  and 
justice  when  it  shall  respect  our  riffhts.    And  are 
we  the  eulogists  and  flatterers  of  France  ?    The 
last  task  we  should  wish  to  undertake  would  be 
that  of  adding  new  gems  to  the  Imperial  Crowo 
of  the  Emperor  of  France  and  King  of  Italy.    I 
speak  for  myself  alone,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  friends  of  the  resolution  have  any  peculiar 
partiality  for  Emperors  and  Kings.    We  would 
wish  to  navigate  our  political  bark  to  any  other 
port  than  that  bestrode  by  the  Colossus  of  univer- 
sal empire.    We  have  differences  with  other  na- 
tions beMdes  Britain,  but  do  we  prostrate  oorsdves 
at  their  feet?    We  wish  to  treat  nations  as  they 
treat  us ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  nations  to  pursue, 
with  success,  any  other  course  of  conduct.    We 
would  use  them  well  or  ill,  io  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  friendship  or  injury  we  receive.    With 
other  nations,  weaker  measures  may  succeed,  but 
ibe  injuries  we  sustain  from  Great  Britain  demand 
strong  measures^  and  we  believe  the  (Hie  which  is 
DOW  proposed  will  produce  the  desired  effect.  Not 
that  we  are  hostile  to  negotiation,  but  we  wish  to 
give  to  the  instrument  of  negotiation  a  new  tone. 
We  fear  that  if  this  measure  be  not  adopted,  no 
€ner^tic  one  will  be;  and  that  the  report,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  it  becomes  your  duty  to  make,  on 
retiring  from  that  chair  every  evening,  and  yield- 
ixxf  it  to  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  ^  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  have  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  and  come  to  no  reso- 
lution thereon,"  will  continue  to  be  the  lame  con- 
clusion of  every  day's  dihcussion^during  the  pres- 
ent session.    Having  done  our  duty  in  supporting 
thi«  resolution,  we  snail  be  as  willing  to  meet  our 
constituents  as  those  gentlemen  who  give  a  differ- 
ent vote.    We  wish  for  peace;  we  are  anxious  to 
avoid  war;  but  we  cannot  submit  to  national 
disgrace. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WfLLiAMB.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel 
the  necessity  of  apologizing  to  the  Committee  for 
that  portion  of  their  tiuie  which  I  shall  occupy; 
not  presuming  to  offer  reasons  to  others  why 
this  resolution  should  not  be  adopted,  1  beg  their 
indulgence,  while  I  do  that  which  presents  itself 
at  the  time  as  a  duty,  to  declare  what  are  my  rea- 
sons for  voting  against  it;  the  deep  stake  my  con- 
stituents hold  in  the  mea.<«ure  is  my  apology. 
Such  is  the  mairnitude  of  theKubject  under  dis- 


rannin^  to  the  heart  of  some  of  oar  moat  valuable 
iostituiions,  subverting  unmeaAurably  the  plighted 
faith  of  the  Government,  and  overtamiog  the 
foundations  of  a  consideraole  portion  of  our  rev- 
enue, that  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  trace  its 
influence  over  even  a  ramification  of  that  vast  in- 
terest it  lays  hold  of,  much  less  do  I  pretend  to  a 
view  of  the  whole  ^ound ;  but,  imperfect  as  that 
comprehension  is,  it  takes  in  much  more  thaa 
sufficient,  to  fill  me  with  fear  and  trembling  for 
its  consequences.    . 

We  have  heard,  daring  the  last  three  days  of 
the  present  discussion,  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
spirit  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  demands  ener- 
getic measures.    Sir,  I  ask  the  gentlemcD  who 
urge  this  as  an  argument,  if  there  had  been  as 
much  pains  taken  to  apprize  the  nation  of  its  true 
position  with  Great  Britain  as  there  las  been  co 
alarm  it,  whether  its  anxiety  would  not  have  been, 
at  least  by  this  time,  quieted?     If  gentlemen, 
standing  in  such  a  responsible  situation  to  their 
constituents,  as  they  do  upon  this  floor,  had,  in- 
stead of  urging  war  measures,  spoke  oot  the  plain 
language,  of  truth,  that  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's last  despatches.  Lord  Mulgrave  had  acceded 
to  his  request  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of    j 
the  dispute  between  the  two  Governments,  whe-    j 
iher  they  would  now  venture  to  represent  tke 
spirit  of  the  nation  as  excited  in  every  part  of  the 
continent?    I  presume  not.    But  whence  do  they 
4earn  that  this  spirit  is  so  excited  ?    It  is  true  we 
have  received  spirited  resolutions  from  two  towns 
in  Virginia,  aod  a  few  well- written   memorials 
from  a  few  merchants  at  a  few  of  the  seaport 
towns   refuting  the  British  doctrine;  bat  what 
else  do  they  say?    At  Baltimore  they  believe 
^'redress  for  the  past  may  be  found  in  amicable 
explanations."    From  Pbiladelph  ia  yon  are  called 
umin  for  a  naval  force  for  the  West  India  stauoa. 
Why?   To  defend  their  trade  to  Si.  Domingo,  I 
suppose^for  that  appears  to  be  the  pith  of  the  me- 
morial.   The  merchants  of  New  York  pledge 
themselves  toaapport^^all  measures odc^^led,"  re- 
serving to  themselves  the  right  to  judge---oot  such 
measures  as  may  be  adopted  by  Congress,   From 
Boston  '*  a  special  mission"  is  recommended.  The 
inhabitanu  of  the  town  of  Salem  tell  you  "they 
wish  to  take  no  part  in  the  coikleats  which  now 
convulse  the  world."    Where  else  than  from  these 
documents  do^ntlemen  find  the. spirit  of  the 
nation  ?     Oertamly  not  from  the  Cabinet,  oor 
from  the  Executive,  for  if  it  were  good  anthority 
to  talk  about  what  we  hear  out  of  tbia  Hoose, 
they  have  no  such  wishes.    Is  it  fair  then  to  force 
the  pasitage  of  this  resolution  by  attributing  that 
to  the  nation  which  perhaps  it  does  not  feel; 
which  it  certainly  would  not,  if  it  were  folly  ap- 
prized of  its  situation  abroad,  and  which  the  me- 
morials on  your  uble  do  not  speak?    Does  the 
resolution  provide  for  "amicable  explanations,*' 
for  a  ''^ special  mission,"  for  a  squadron  on  the 
West  India  station?    No  such  thing,  sir. 

Id  arguing  this  subject  it  is  material  to  ascer- 
tain what  ia  the  true  cause  of  our  present  dispute 
with  Great  Britain,  and  to  what  extent  it  goes. 


cttssion,  spreading  itself  over  a  prodigious  extent,  I  i  say  caoae  ol  dispute,  because  it  strikes  me  that, 
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bad  not  the  present  difficulty  arisen,  her  insults 
offered  in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  were 
in  train  for  amicable  adjustment,  and  will  be  ar- 
raofifed  when  the  present  uneasiness  shall  be  qui- 
eti'd.  It  cannot  be  unknown  to  gentlemen  that 
an  investigation  of  that  subject  was  nearlv  com- 
pleted, and  in  fact  would  have  been,  but  tor  the 
hasty  departure  of  our  then  Minister  from  the 
Court  of  St.  James. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  present  aggrava- 
tions originated  in  her  attempts  to  cramp,  say  de- 
stroy, if  gentlemen  like'  it  better,  our  carrying 
trade.    This  is  the  grand   pivot  on  which  the 
whole  machinery  of  national  honor,  and  dignity, 
and  wrongs,  and  insults,  are  tnade  to  turn.    Yes. 
sir,  this  carrying'  trade  which  Spain  and  Portogal 
once  shared,  but  could  not  retain ;  which  Holland 
attempted  to  monopolize;  which  Van  Trompand 
De  Ruyter  fought  for,  but  which  sbe^was  obliged 
to  relin({aish;  this  carrying  trade  is  the  bone  of 
contention  for  which  the  sweat,  the  blood,  the 
lives  and  fortunes,  of  the  American  people  are  to 
be  laybhed  in  iQaintai'ning,    And  what  is  this 
earryiog  trade?    Is  it  anything  different  from  a 
partial  right,  which  but  a  very  small  part  of  the 
commttnity  can  enjoy,  which  but  a  small  portion 
of  that  part  do  improve?    Is  it  not  a  right  which 
is  still  problematical — whether  the  exercise  is  of 
real  national  utility  1    There  are  many  who  be- 
lieve it  has  been  of  no  solid  advantage  to  Great 
Britain  herself,  notwithstanding  she  has  possessed 
a  much  greater  share  of  it  than  any  other  nation. 
Certainly  it  has  been  the  cause  of  several  long 
and  ruinous  wars  to  her,  and  if  we  look  back  a 
little  upon  our  own  experience  we  shall  see  it  has 
been  the  germ  from  which  has  sprung  all  our  dif- 
ficulties with  that  Government  since  the  com- 
raencement  of  a  political  hurricane— the  French 
Revolution.    Since  that  period  our  commerce 
has  become  a  rival  of  increasing  strength  with 
that  of  Great  Britain,  and  finding  it  to  grow  in 
this  branch  above  competition  to  the  exclusion  of 
hers,  she  has  commenced  a  system  to  counteract 
it,  and  has  cotnmenced  it,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
sttyitig  mildly,  to  what  it  will  progress,  if  we  drive 
her  to  it.     Gentlemen  are  surely  not  unmindful  of 
the  untanneable  pride  of  that  Ministry ;  they  cannot 
forget  that  it  is  formed  of  men  who  never  do  acts 
of  aggression  by  halves,  and  who  feel  no  other 
restrain ta  than  those  of  power.     National  rig-hts, 
injuries,  and  insults,  are  not  graduated  on  the 
scale  of  their  policy.    The  oniy  inquiries  with 
them  are,  Can  we  gain' by  the  vrar?  Is  this  the 
time  to  strike  the  first  blow  with  the  most  effect? 
[  need  not  give  an  instance  of  this  fact.    If  Great 
Britain  ever  had  waited  for  a  just  cause  of  war, 
^bac  i5«  when  she  wished  for  it^  we  might  console 
lurselves  with  our  safety  in  agreeing  to  this  resd- 
iution  ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  sbe  never  did, 
md  in  as  v  opinion,  with  her  present  Minister,  4he 
lever  will.    Do  gentlemen  then  wish  for' war? 
EIow  let  it  possible  they  can  believe  that  this  meas-. 
ire  will  not  produce  it  ?    Sir,  1  would  rather  vote 
r  than  for  the  resolution,  and  indisputably 


or 


t  would    be  the  better  of  the  two  evils,  beCauMe 
liider  the  operation  of  the, resolution  Great  Brit- 


ain can  amuse  you  with  negotiation  till  she  had 
completed  her  precautionary  measures,  and  would 
then  break  it  off,  or  what  is  worse,  commence  the 
war  first,  and  make  that  the  denouncement  to 
your  peace  Commissioners;  whereas  the  reverse 
would  be  the  effect  under  a  prompt  declaration  of 
war.    Here  we  should  strike  the  first  blow.    She 
holds  upwards  of  S20/)00.000  of  your  public  debt 
Her  merchants  and  capitalists,  notwithstanding 
the  declaration  to  the  contrary  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania,  (Mr.  J.  Cla.t,)  I 
believe,  have  additional  enormous  sums  in  tnis 
country ;  if  you  suffer  these  to  slip  through  your 
fineers,  jrou  may  as  well  whistle  as  attempt  to 
maxe  an  impression  upon  her  afterwards.   I  know^ 
sir,  the  Treaty  of  1794  bars  this  measure;  but 
this  Committee  are;  not,  now  to  learn  that  Great 
Britain  herself  has  given  frequent  proofs  that  tha 
parchments  of  peace  have  no  influence  over  the 
deeds  of  war ;  the  order  of  the  day.  would  be  to  do 
each  other  the  most  harm,  and  we  certainly  should 
not  be  so  squeamish  as  to  be  restricted  by  the  pro* 
visions  of  a  treaty,  which  never  ought  to  have 
been  made,  from  inflicting  the  worst  punishment 
upon  our  enemy.    But,  sir,  neither  of  these  meas- 
ures need  be  resorted  to.    If  gentlemen  will  onlv 
delay  the  decision,  and  they  appear  very  muca 
disposed  to  do  so,  just  time  enough  for  fair  discus* 
sion,  they  will  see  that  this  resolution  goes  to  the 
destruction  of  the  great  mass  of  the  community^ 
to  the  entire  'sacrifice  of  the  whole  of  the  agri« 
cultural  interest  to  the  probable  advantage  of  a 
small  portion  or  the  commercial  world.    There 
cannot  be  a  clearer  position  than  this;  the  whole 
of  the  agricultural  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  part  of 
the  mercantile  interest    A,  trade  which  mu&t  be 
supported  by  such  means  is  not  worth  preserving; 
it  IS  in  no  way  reciprocal,  and  never  can  be  car- 
ried on  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  nation, 
while  its  circumstances  are  so  desperate  as  to  in- 
volve the  peace  and  happiness  of  tne  country. 

Is  it  fair  to  draw  a  comparison  between  this 
favorite  branch  of  commerce,  to  support  which 
the  whole  energies  of  the  nation  are  to  be  held  in 
requisition,  and  the  other  branches  1  What  does 
it  yield  to  the  revenue  1  The  Secretarv  of  the 
Treasury,  eagle-eyed  as  he  is,  has  searched  the 
whole  record  through,  to  the  last  pa^e,  and  has 
not  been  able  \,o  discoveir  more  than  $850,000  per 
annnm.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  thus  to  rehn- 
quish  the  sources-^to  cut  up  by  the  roots  tha 
supplies  to  Government  of  at  least  $6,212,000  to 
preserve  $850,000  7  To  say  nothing  about  the 
immense  disadvantage,  the  causes  of  such  con- 
duct should  be  most  cogent  and  necessitous.  Are 
there  any  such  causes'?  To  men  whose  minds 
are  inflated  with  those  high  notions  of  honor  and 
dignity  which  have  been  the  burden  of  every  war- 
speech  to  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  maintain 
which,  poor  John  Bull  has  waded  up  to  his  eyes 
in  national  debt  and  national  misery,  thfre  mar 
be  such  causes;  but  to  men  of  plain  understand- 
ing, who  measure  the  quantum  of  national  honor 
and  dignity  abroad  by  the  degree  of  national  happi- 
oessand  virtue  at  home,  and  who  understand  nuih- 
ing  more  or  less  by  these  terms  than  bloud  and 
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taxes  on  the  people,  there  have  been  no  sneh  causes 
offered.  Sir,  I  will  never  vote  to  plunge  this  nation 
ilito  a  war — I  believe  this  resolution  to  be  notbinp; 
short  of  it — ^to  preserve  the  foreign,  partial  privi- 
leges and  advantages  of  any  set  or  men,  or  the 
separate  interest  of  any  description  of  the  com- 
nunity  whatever.  By  war  we  can  gain  nothing : 
we  have  eterything  to  Ipse.  Many  years  should 
roll  over  us  before  we  admit  more  than  one  cause 
of  war,  when  negotiation  has.  been  exhausted, 
trhere  is  a  line  round  this  country,  Which,  when 
trespassed  on,  should  burst  the  faculties  or  every 
man's  soul  into  hatred — should  kindle  all  (he  fiery 
particles  of  his  system  into  a  flame  of  vengeance 
and  redress.  It  is  yx^on  such  an  occasion,  when 
the  whole  mas^^when  the  people  are  invaded,  we 
should  think  of  war ;  not  when  a  few  merchants 
find  themselves  hampered  by  foreign  commercial 
regulations.  There  are  other  remedies  for  this 
disease.  War  is  worse  than  the  disease  itself.  I 
spurn  the  thou|^ht  of  relinquishing  any  one  rf|;ht 
of  our  fellow-cittzens.  I  only  wish  to  show  that 
this  is  not  the  measure  best  calculated .  for  the 
present  injuries ;  and  am  I  therefore  an  enemy  of 
the  merchants  ?  A  hatred  of  war  measures  ^oes 
not  involve  the  idea,  but  I  freely  declare  I  am  not. 
Th^re  are 'many  among  them  whom  I  respect; 
someIlove|  and  when  such  permanent  commer- 
cial regulations  shall  be  proposed,  as  shall  secure 
to  the  merchant  his  rights  and  privileges,  without 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  nation,  I  wilt  then 
prove  as  friendly  to  his  interest,  as  I  possibly  can 
De  on  any  other  occasion,  to  any  separate  interest 
whatever. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  resolution,  because, 
when  you  have  deprived  the  Government  of  the 
revenue  which  is  derived  from  th<e  importations 
contemplated  to  prohibit,  I  know  not  bow  the  de- 
ficiency is  to  be  made  good.  Gentlemen  who 
have  digested  this  subject,  perhaps  may.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  wnac  source  they  wilt-  secure 
to  the  nation  the  permanent  appropriation  of 
$8,000,000  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
How  will  they  effect  the  disbursements  of  the 
civil  and  the  pension  lists  ?  How  pay  the  army  ? 
How  support  the  navy  ?  (A  very  important  item, 
air.)  Tnat  navy  upon  which  has  been,  and  stitl  is 
squandered  such  enormous  sums  6f  money,  that 
even  the  Secretarjr  himself  cannot  tell  ifihAX  it  will 
«ost  to  repair  a  single  frigate;  that  navy,  for  the 
support  of  which  the  expenditures  for  the  last 
year  exceeded  the  estimates  by  at  least  sixty  per 
cent. ;  that  curious  navy,  indeed,  which  costs  less 
to  keep  the  whole  in  service  than  a  part — for  such 
is  made  to  appear  by  the  report  of  estimates  and 
details  of  expienditures  on  the  table. 

When  the  adtocatesof  the  resolution  have  done 
this— when  they  have  provided  for  the  ordinary, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  on  the  extraoN 
dinary  expenses  of  the  Government.  One  party 
are  determined  to  fortify  New  York,  where  im- 
mense sums  have  been  already  expended ;  NeW'> 
port  must  not  be  forgotten,  for  there  too  has  been 
a  scene  of  prodigious  folly  and  extrava^nce ;  Bal- 
timore is  not  safe;  Norfelk  is  exposed;  Charles- 
ton is  ia  danger.    I  hare  a  letter  in  my  pockety 


from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  which 
Etates;  that  there  is  mounted  upon  the  ruined  for- 
tifications of  Charleston  hot  one  gun,  and  that  is 
a  )bur-pounder  on  a  crazy  carriage.  At  one  time^ 
you  hear  that  your  ports  and  harbors  must  be  for« 
tiffed;  at  another,  with  aft  the  solemnity  of  a 
death  warning,  your  Navy  must  be  augmented. 
In  the  name  of  God  !  wher^  is  all  the  money  to 
come  from?  Is  that  single,  solitary  million,  about 
which  BO  much  has  been  said,  to  do  all  this  1  I 
believe,  and  I  trust  th^e  will  oe  a  majority  with 
me,  that  neither  of  these  measures  are  necessary 
if  you  will  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  jtist  to  your- 
selves,' prudent  and  moderate  to  others.  I  would 
rather  ask,  Why  are  all  these  extravagances  to 
be  blundered  into  ?  Are  gentlemen  determined 
on  war  ?  If  so,  let  them  speak  manly  and  out* 
right— and  then  we  shall  unoerstand  each  other — 
but  I  Aspect  n0t,^considering  the  quarter  the  reso^ 
lution  came  froni.  Wh]r,  then,  all  this  rashness, 
all  this  eagerness  to  rush  into  the  mischiefs  which 
hastened  the  ruin  of  the  former  Administration ; 
and  into  war  measures,  When  peace  is  as  desirable 
now  as  it  ever  was,  and  is  as  easily  maintained  ? 
The  nation  is  prosperous  and  happy,  to  a  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happiness  the  annals  of  the 
whole  World  bear  no  analogy.  Is  ft  prudent,  is  it 
wise,  is  it  expedient  to  tear  up  the  foundations  of 
alt  this  prosperity  and  happiness,  when  they  are 
not  even  threatened  bv  the  rough,  the  unhallowed 
hand  of  war?    God  forbid ! 

Take  the  British  rule,  enforced  lately  In  its  great- 
est latitude.  It  does  not* affect  the  exportations  of 
your  own  ]>roducts,  in  the  least,  nor  your  imports 
for  domestic  consumption,  or  the  exportation  of 
the  surplus  of  that  trade,  except  as  to  the  regula- 
tions of  reshipment.  Those  branches  of  com- 
merce remain  as  free  and  as  unshackled  as  for- 
merly. What  is  the  comparative  imjportance  of 
the  carrying  trade  with  tnese  ?  Their  interests 
run  parallel  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
community,  and  are  so  intimately  connected  that 
the  vibration  of  a  stroke  on  one,  is  sensibly  felt 
by  all  the  rest.  But  this  other  branch,  this  carry- 
itkf  trade,  carries  no  principle  of  reciprocation 
With  it,  but  is  entirely  confined  to  the  few  mer- 
chants who  embark  in  it.  In  what  degree  aretlie 
general  interests  of  the  nation  aff*ected,  by  the 
right  which  that  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Crowniksbielo)  has,  of  lading 
his  ship  at  Batavia  with  cotton,  and  carrying  it 
round  to  Canton  upon  ffreight  7  So  far  as  it  y tdds 
him  a  profit  I  rejoice,  and  wish  to  maintain  the 
right  for  him ;  but,'  certainly^  not  at  the  expense 
of  tt>e  lives  and  fortunes  or  the  whole  people, 
especially  when  they  are  no  sharers  with  him. 

We  have  witnessed,  and  sorely  felt,  the  injosriee 
and  deliberate  rdbbery  of  Great  Britain  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  to  a  tenfold  greater  degree  of  im- 
portance than  the  present,  yet  she  retracted  her 
errors,  and  made  us  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
injuries.  Shall  we  take  the  same  important  stand 
now,  upon  a  less  impjortant  occasion,  than  we  did 
then  ?  I  hope  not,  sir.  At  any  rate,  let  us  go  to 
this  work  With  clean  hands.  Before  we  attempt 
to  coerce  Great  Britain  into  justice,  we  should  set 
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Iiar.m  ciiMBple  o[  it.  Is  there  any  ^eniteOMii  to 
this  House  prcpued  to  say  oai  merehanu  have 
not  giJtB  BomtB  eaase  of  ag^gression  9  Have  thef 
never  been  detected  covei>mg  enemies'  propertf  ? 
Is  it  reasonatle  to  believe  there  is  active  Ameri- 
can capital  enough  to  carry  on  the  rradeif  Fiance, 
Spain,  Holland,  and  our  own  besides  ?  I  presume 
not,  sir.  We  should  look  well  to  out  own  acts 
before  we  commence  war  upon  another  nation  for 
its  injustice  towards  us. 

I  cannot  vote  for  this  resolution.  I  believe  it 
calculated  to  prpduce  greater  injuries  than  are 
now  complaioed  of,  and  not  redress  for  those  9I- 
ref  d^'CODuni^ed.  I  sbonld.abusa  ihe  indulgenoa 
of  the  Committee,  to  show  that  Great  Britain 
would  gp  to  war  wnk  jWf  rather  than  hvimud  at 
peace  under  the  operatioa  of  a  law  bottomed  on 
this  resoiati^a.  TJieiia  is  no  propositioa  dearer  to 
my  mind.  It  would  be  eqoally  a  loss  of  time^  to 
prove  that  peace  is  the  true  interest  of  this  eoua- 
try ;  the  whole  nation  attest  it.  Will  you  oat* 
rage  that  general  sentiment  by  adopting  the  iheas- 
nres  least  calculated  to  procure  a  change  of  her 
injustice  ? 

The  influence  of  this  resolution,  if  agreed  to, 
will  bo  iacaleulable.  Thousaodft'ot  innocent  per- 
sons must  inevitably  lUl  sacrifices  to  its  enormous 
preeanre.  It  wili  thr6w  oonvi^ions  over  the 
whole  body  politic.  It  is  touvoid  these  convul- 
sions, to  spare  the  spssnta  necessarily  resnltlag 
therefVonf,  to  every  neighborhood  in  the  United 
States,  that  I  vote  against  it. 

What  will  be  its  operation  on  the  banking  in- 
terest ?  Sir,  if  it  tfontd  annihilate  the  whole  sys- 
teao.  if  it  could  eease  overy  fragoient  of  its  massy 
walls,  without  tearing  down  others^  I  would  lo* 
joiee;  for  I  believe  the  very  eystem  to  be  a  national 
curse,  erecting  the  most  potent  political  engine 
against  the  freedom  of  our  iastitotions  that  can 
be  devised.  But  this  is  impossible.  The  mercan- 
tile world  is  so  enveloped  in  bank  influence,  that 
they  feel  a  run  on  the  banks  as  they  would  a  shock 
of  electricity,  There  are  established  within  the 
United  Slates,  not  less  than  eighty  banks,  which 
keep  aflcMit,  certainlv,  at  least  utyrflve  mlQion?  of 
paper  dollars.  Will  gentlemen  venture  on  a  line 
of  policy  which  shall,  promptly  stop  such  an  im« 
meofe  cifculatitig  representative  of  specif  witli- 
out  previous  concert,  without  previous  notice? 
Indisputably,  the  merchant  would  be  the  first  vior 
tim;  bntthedestBOction  would  adstop  with  hint,: 
nor  cpus;  any  gentleman  sav  where  it  would  st^p, 
formerchantsaresp  much  like  bricks  which  little 
boys  set  up  in  rows  for  their  amuseoMot,  knock 
one  down  and  they  all  go.  When  a  merchant 
fails,  all  within  the  vortex  of  his  endorsements 
and  his  interests  fail  with  him. 

I  mean  not  to  bepresumptuoiis.  It  is  with  great 
diffidence  I  ask,  Wh^t  would  he  the  effect  of  9, 
course  of  conduct  like  this?  Let  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  declare,  in  a  manl)r  and  dig* 
nified  manner,  what  are  the  rights  of  citizens  of 
this  country  which  they  are  defermined  to  main- 
tain. Let  the  President  of  the  Uniud  States  be 
requested  to  open  %  new  negotiation  with  tl^ 
Court  of  St.  JiMn^  «o4  iiik|i44ition  to  sqeb  re]^ 


reeentationaas  ht  shall  think  proper  to  ina)ce.  to 
lay  this  declaration  bdbre  that  Courti  tegetoer 
with  such  commeroial  •  regulations  as  may  be 
adopted.  The  commercial,  the  mannfleicturing 
interest'Of  that  country,  understand  so  thoroughly 
their  connexion  with  this,  it  is  reasonable  to  be- 
lieve that  their  influence,  which  is  admitted  to  be 
very  neat  with  the  Ministry,  will  induce  it  to 
tread  back  those  steps  of  wanton  and  unprovok^ 
injuries  they  have  made  upon  our  fellow  citizenf^ 
and  to  which  their  owjuense  of  jusiice  might  nqt 
otherwise  lead  them. 

I  oaonot  refrain  from  entreating  ti:^  uttehtioa 
of  the  Committee  to  an  aot  whieh  pfissed  the  last 
session  of  CongrosS|  at  the  special  influence  of 
t^at  partiitulaf  description  of  merchants  who  are 
now  ioodest  in  their  complaints.  It  is  dated,  324 
February,  180&   The  second  eectioa  reaiis  thus ; 

"That  it  sfasU  be  Iswfel  teaay  ship  orveewl  t» 
pioseed  with  any  geods»  wauss,  or  mercfaaadise^  brought 
in  hervandvdiitehshallt  in  the  manifest  delivsrsd  toth» 
eoUeetor  of  the  customsi  be  rsporled  ss  destined  or  in* 
tended  ier  any  Ibreiga  pott  or-plaosb  from  the  distrim 
within  which  such  ship  or  vessel  ihsU  ai7ivQ»  to  sush 
fiimign  port  or  plsce*  without  paying,  or  securing  the 
psjment.of  snv  duties  upon  such  goods,  wsres,  or  mer-t 
chandtse,  ss  sbsll  be  actually  re-ezportsd  in  the  sai4 
ship  or  ▼essel,"  du:. 

Fgrom  this  act  may  be  faitlv  dated  the  British 
docikine.  Not  content  with  tne  then  facilities  of 
their  carrying  trade,  with  which  they  were^ow* 
ing  ^w^lt^y)  they  must  have  them  iiicreased ;  Jthej 
grow  covetous  or.  the  sm^  11  duty  tbe^  paid  to  Qov- 
ernment  ^or  the  neutral  character  it  gave  their 
cafg«»e0>  tb^y  were  unwilling  that  the  poor  dav- 
laborer  who  unloaded  and  reladed  their  vessela 
aihould  partake  of  th,e  blessings  of  this  trade,  thei* 
gasped  at  that  pittance  too.  Is  it  to  beexpecteOi 
sir,  tnat  we  shall  thus  extend  this  branch  of  comr 
merce,  with  which  we  are  always  clashing  with 
Great  BritaiiLa^d  she  will  sit  stul^an  idle  specta- 
tor ?  Here,  tuen,  the  merchants  understand  me. 
The  carrying,  merx^hants,  and  their  friends,  have 
dished  un  their  own  injuries*  For  one,  I  am  de» 
termined  not  to  work  out  their  salvation  at  tho 
expense  of  everything  dear  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  BiDW£LL. — Mr.  Chairman:  I  came  into 
the  House  this  morning  with  an  intention  not  to 
trouble  you  with  any  observations  on  the  inter- 
esting 3ub|«ct  which  baa  been  several  days  under 
consideration ;  aqd  I  do  not  now  intend  to  entef 
into  a.  discussion  of  the  particular  tneiisure  pro* 
posed  in  the  reeolutioa  on  your  table.  But  the 
debate  has  taken-tneh  a  course  diat  1  am  induced 
to  request  your  attention,  a  few  minutes,  to  thm 
extraordinary  view  which  baa  been  exhinited  of 
our  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Barlt)  Ves* 
terday  told  us  that  a  general  alarm  had  indeed 
pervaded  the  nation^  respecting  our  relations  witb 
Great  Britain;  but  it  had  been  excited  by  iacor^ 
rect  views  of  the  state  of  the  dispute,  and  wheat 
the  subject  should  be  fairly  explained  and  rightlr 
understood,  (he  alarm  would  subside.  He  added, 
that  the  carrying  trade,  out  of  which  our  difi*er- 
enceshavegfown^isof  little  value  ai^d  tiot  wor- 
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thy  of  natioiial  protection.  Th«  same  opinion, 
in  substaoc.  was  expressed  on  a  former  day  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  J.  Randolph,) 
and  you  have  just  heard  it  repeated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
liams,) who  last  addressed  you. 

I  agree  with  these  gentlemen  that,  in  order  to 
determine  what  Legislative  measures,  if  any,  are 
necessary  to  be  adopted,  it  is  important,  in  the 
first  place,  to  understand  the  true  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  controyersy^  between  the  two  Oov- 
ernments;  and,  as  their  understanding  of  it  is 
Yery  different  from  mine,  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
accompany  me  in  a  concise  review  of  it* 

The  injuries  complained  of  are  all  on  one  side^ 
and  are  entirely  without  provocation.  Great  Bri- 
tain has  no  cause  of  complaint  against  us ;  our 
Government  has  been  conducted  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  give  her  no  occasion  for  offence. 

The  claims,  on  our  part,  relate  to  two  classes 
of  injuries — the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  and 
the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  our  vessels  en- 
gaged in  a  neutral  trade.  The  acts  thus  com- 
plained of  as  injuries,  are  nndeniable  facts.  Iris 
certain  that  Great  Britain  does  impress  our  citi- 
zens and  compel  them  to  serve  on  board' her  ships 
df  war ;  and  that  she  does  also  seize  and  condemn 
vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  cargoes,  being  the  bona  fide  property  of 
American  citizens,  not  contraband  of  war,  and 
not  proceeding  to  places  besieged  or  blockaded, 
under  the  pretext  of  their  being  engaged  in  time 
of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies,  which  was 
not  allowed  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Against  these  injuries,  our  Executive,  throagh 
the  proper  organ  of  negotiation,  has  offered  re- 
peated remonstrances,  and  made  a  determined 
Rtand  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  These  are 
the  two  great  points  in  dispute.    They  were  in 

Seneral  terms  communicated  to  ns  in  the  Presi- 
eot's  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
aion,  and  more  particularly  in  his  subseouent 
Message  of  the  17th  of  January,  to  which  i  beff 
leave  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  It 
is  in  these  words: 

*<  In  m  J  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the 
opening  of  their  present  session,  I  submitted  to  their 
attention,  among  other  subjects,  the  oppression  of  our 
commerce  and  nsvigation  by  the  irregular  practices  of 
armed  vessels,  public  and  private,  and  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  principles  derogatozy  of  the  rights  of  neu- 
trals, and  unacknowledged  by  the  usage  of  nations. 
The  memorials  of  several  bodies  of  merchants  of  the 
United  States  are  now  communicated,  and  will  dcvei- 
ope  these  principles  and  piacticeB  which  are  produ- 
cmg  the  most  nunous  effects  on  our  lawful  oommorce 
and  navigation. 

^  The  right  of  a  neutral  to  cany  on  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  bel- 
ligeient,  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  (with 
the  exception  of  blockaded  porta  and  contraband  of 
War,)  was  believed  to  have  been  decided  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  by  the  sentence  of  their 
Commissioners  mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that 
and  other  questions  of  difference  between  the  two  na- 
ttons,  and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages 
awarded  by  them  agamst  Great  Britain  for  the  infiao- 


tions  of  that  rights  When,  therefore,  H 
that  the  same  principle  was  revived,  with  others  mora 
novel,  and  extending  the  injuiy,  instractioDs  were 
given  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Court  of  London,  and  renonstrances 
duly  madefy  him  on  the  subject,  as  will  appear  by  the 
documents  transmitted  herewith.  Thece  were  fol> 
lowed  by  a  partial  and  temporary  suspenaion  only,  with- 
out any  disavowal  of  the  principle.  He  has,  there- 
fore, been  instructed  to  urge  this  subject  anew,  to 
bdng  it  more  fully  to  the  bar  of  reason  sjid  to  inast  oa 
rights  too  evident  and  too  important  to  be  sarrendered. 
In  the  meantime  the  evil  iv  proceeding,  under  adjudi- 
cations founded  on  the  principle  which  is  denied.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  the  subject  presenta  itadf  §ar 
the  consideration  of  Congress. 

*'  On  the  impressment  of  oor  seamen,  our  naion- 
stranoes  have  never  been  inlermitted.  A  hops  existed, 
at  one  moment,  of  an  anaagement,  which  might  liav» 
been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  end 
the  practice,  though  relaxed  at  times  in  die  distant 
seas,  has  been  constantly  pursued  in  those  oC  our 
neighborhood.  The  grounds,  on  which  the  ledsma- 
tions  on  this  subject  have  been  urged,  will  appear  in  an 
extract  from  instructions  to  our  Minister  at  London, 
now  communicated." 

The  instructions  here  referred  to,  intereating  as 
they  are,  need  not  at  present  be  brought  into 
view.  But,  to  show  the  precise  points  in  dispute, 
you  will  permit  me  to  read  the  paragraph  respect- 
ing each  of  them,  from  the  official  aod  able  re- 
monstrance presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  our  Minis- 
ter at  the  Court  of  London.  On  the  subject  of 
our  neutral  trade,  he  states  to  Lord  MalgraTe,the 
British  Secretary  of  State,  that 

*'The'vesaels  condemned  were  aogaged  in  a  oeas- 
merce  between  the  United  States  and  eoase  port  in 
Europe,  or  between  those  States  and  the  West  India 
islands,  belonging  to  an  enemy  of  Great  Britain.  la 
the  European  voyage  the  cargo  coosiated  of  the  pio- 
ductions  of  the  cok>nies ;  in  the  vovage  to  the  West 
Indies,  it  consisted  of  the  goods  of  t£e  Power  to  wlticlt 
the  colony  belonged,  and  to  which  the  ship  was  dem- 
tined.  The  ship  and  cargo  in  every  case  were  the 
property  of  American  citizens,  and  the  cargo  had  been, 
landed,  and  the  duty  on  it  paid  in  the  United  States. 
It  was  decided  thst  these  voyages  were  eontinuous, 
and  the  vesseb  and  cargoes  vrere  condemned,  on  the 
principle  that  the  commerce  was  illegal.  I  beg  to  re- 
fer more  especially  in  this  statement  to  the  case  of  the 
Essex,  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the.Vioe-Ad- 
miralty  Court  at  New  Providence,  in  which  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Appeal  established  thisdodtiine." 

Here  is  the  new  principle  which  Great  Britain, 
through  the  orffan  of  her  Admiralty  Courts,  di- 
rected by  the  Alintstry,  has  interpolated  into  her 
>  law  of  nations,  and  which  Mr.  Monroe,  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to'  instructions 
from  the  Executive,  has  met  with  a  firm  and 
manly  remonstrance.  This  is,  then,  the  point  on 
which  issue  is  joined  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. The  question  relates  to  the  carriage  of 
cargoes,  which,  though  of  foreign  production,  are 
the  bona  fide  property  of  American  citizens,  on 
board  American  vessels.  It  has  no  relation  to- 
goods  belonging  to  foreigners  shipped  in  Ameri- 
can bottoms.  Thatwas  once  a  controverted  point, 
bat  it  is  at  present  eatiiely  out  of  the  qoestios. 
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Durioff  our  Revolutionary  war^the  UAited  States, 
as  weU  as  the  Northern  rower«  of  Europe,  made 
efforts  to  introduct,  by  coQ^entional  arraoge- 
meotit,  the  doctrine,  that  free  shins  should  make 
free  goods'-r-that  the  property  of  belligerents  might 
be  carried  on  board  of  neutral  bottoms,  free  from 
seizure  and  search.  Great  Britain  refused  to  ad- 
mit the  principle.  By  our  treaty  of  1794,  it  was 
solemnly  renounced  on  our  part,,  and  hhs  never 
since  been  reaumed.  It  woula  not  now  indeed  be 
so  important  as  formerly,  for  then  the  capital  of 
our  merchants  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them 
generally  to  be  owners  of  the  cargoes  carried  in 
our  vessels.  Our  mercantile  capital  not  being 
equal  to  our  tonnage,  it  was  an  object  with  our 
ship-owners  to  carry  the  cargoes  of  other  nations, 
especially  of  belligerents, on  freight.  That  freiffht- 
ing  trade  has;  in  a  ffreat  measure,  ceased.  We 
are  no  longer  mere  freij^hters  for  foreigners,  but 
have  become  the  carriers  of  foreigli  as  well  as 
native  produce,  on  our  own  eapitaTj  and  for  our 
own  account.  This  is  now  the  general  character 
of  our  carrying  trade. 

There  are  instances,  no  doubt,  although  com- 
paratively few  of  them,  of  the  carriage  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  foreigners  in  American  vessels, 
on  freight.  There  mav  be  cases  of  fraudulent 
attempts  to  cover  belligerent  propertjr  under 
American;  names,  with  a  view  tg  give  it  an  ap- 
parent neutral  character.  Such  cases  have  oc- 
curred. There  always  have  been,  an,d  so  long  as 
human  nature  continues  depraved,  there  alwajrs 
will  be,  frauds  committed  in  every  line  of  busi- 
ness, and  among  every  description  of  men.  The 
covering  of  property,  owned  by  bell igerents,  un- 
der American  pafwrs,  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
articles  produced  in  foreign  countries.  It  is  equal- 
ly applicable,  and  probably  as  often  in  fact  ap- 
plied, to  |he  productions  of  the  United  States.  It 
IS  as  practicable,  for  instance,  and  the  temptation 
is  as  stroDg  to  conceal  under  American  names  and 
papers,  a  cargo  of  Virginia  tobacco  or  Pennsyl- 
vania flour,  purchased  nere  by  a  French  or  Span- 
ish, or  Dutch  merchant,  or  his  factor,  as  it  would 
be  to  give  such  neutral  appearance  to  a  cargo 
consisting  of  the  produce  of  any  of  their  colo- 
nies, la  either  case,  our  laws  give  no  encour^ 
agement  or  protection.  We  are  not  called  upon 
to  extend  the  protecting  arm  of  Government,  and 
if  we  were,  we  should  be  under  no  obligation, 
and,  I  presume,  should  feel  no  inclination  to  in- 
terpose. No,  sir.  the  persons  cemmencing  such 
frauds,  in  common  witn  all  other  violators  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  are  left  to  suffer  the  consequen- 
ces of  their  conduct.  Their  property  is  liable  to 
forfeiture;  such  cases,  however,  are  not  within 
the  queation  pending  between  tbe  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  although  they  have  been  art- 
fully or  ignorantly  confounded  with  it^tothe  pre«- 
jodiee  of  the  claim  asserted  by  our  Government. 
That  claim,  as  Mr.  Monroe  has  correctly -stated 
it,  embraces  only  the  bona  fide  property  or  Amer- 
ican citiaens,  carried  in  American  vessels. 

The  adjudications,  as  reported,  and  as  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Monroe,  are  bottomed  on  tbe  principle 
that,  although  the  prq^ty  is  American,  and 


therefore  neutral,  yet,  as  it  was  produced  in  an 
enemy'*  colony,  and  is  proceeding  to  the  mother 
country  of  that  colony,  or  vice  versa,  either  di- 
rectly or  after  an  importation  into  tbe  United 
States^  with  an  intention  of  re-exportation,  the 
trade  in  which  it  is  so  carried,  not  having  been 
allowed  to  us  by  the  belligerent  in  time  of  peac^ 
as  it  is  in  time  of  war.  is  an  Illicit  trade,  as  it  re* 
spects  Great  Britain,  and  the  vessels  and  cargoea 
engaged  in  it.  theruore,  liable  to  be  seized  and 
condemned. 

In  some  cases,  the  fact  assumed,  as  the  ground 
of  condemnation,  that  the  trade  was  not  allowed 
and  enjoyed  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  true.  It 
can  be  proved  from  authentic  documents — the  offi- 
cial stateioents  from  our  Treasury  Department — 
founded  on  the  custom-bouse  returns,  that,  with 
some  of  those  coutitries,  we  did  carry  on  an  im- 
portant export  trade,  in  a  time  of  peace,  before  the 
present  war.  In  those  cases, bur  Gk>vernment  there^ 
fgre  Qiay  deny  the  fact,  as  well  as  the  principle  on 
which  the  condemnatiops  have  been  founded. 
For  the  correctness  of  this  observation,  geniiemea 
are  referred  to  tbe  official  statements  of  the  Sec- 
retary .of  the  Treasury. 

But  the  principle  of  the  adjudications  cannot 
be  admitted.  The  reason  alleged  in  support  of 
it  is,  that  such  a  trade,  in  time  of  war,  alihough 
not  in  articles  commonly  considered  contraband, 
nor' with  places  besieged  or  blockaded,  is  benefi- 
cial to  the  belligerent,  and  increases  his  means  of 
war.  Their  reasoning  goes  beyond  their  rulCy 
and  is  equally  applicable  to  other  cases,  to  which 
it  has  not  yet  been  applied.  The  whole  trade  be- 
tween a  beflifferent.and  a  neutral,  even  in  articles 
produced  in  the  country  of  the  latter,  is  bene^cial 
to  the  former.  It  adds  to  his  ability  to  prosecute 
the  war ;  and  may,  therefore,  for  the  same  reason, 
be  interdicted  by  an  opposite  belligerent.  The 
principle,  carried  through,  will  deny  tis  the  trans- 
portation, not  merely  of  the  produce  of  belliger- 
ent countries,  but  the  whole  of  our  exports  and 
imports  to  ana  from  those  countries,  including  the 
produce  of  our  own.  It  aims  a  mortal  blow  at 
our  carrying  trade. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  Great  Britain 
is  acting  upon  a  systematic  calculation,  and  with 
a  design  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
She  calculates  upon  our  local  interests,  our  party 
divisions,  and  a  continued  opposition  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, to  disable  us  from  unttiog  in  any  effectual 
counteraction  of  her  measures.  Under  an  impres- 
sion that  our  Bxecutive  will  not  be  effectually 
supported  in  the  position  he  has  assumed  against 
her  claims,  she  has  taken  this  first  step  in  her  sys- 
tem to  ascertain,  by  the  experiment  how  much 
we  will  bear,  and  how  far  she  can  safely  go  in  ap- 
plying her  new  principle.  If  we  submit,  if  we 
do  not  make  it  her  interest  to  stop,  she  will  pro* 
ceed  in  her  encroachments,  as  surely  and  assteadii- 
ly  as  time  advances. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says,  we  had  bet- 
ter sacrifice  our  carrying  trade  than  our  agricul- 
ture. Indeed,  he  thinks  it  a  question  whether  that 
trade  is  not,  upon  the  whole,  injurious  rather  than 
advantageous  to  us,  in  a, national  view.    I  agree 
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with  that  gentleman  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  in  one  point — the  superior  importance 
of  agricuiture.  It  is,  in  my  estimation,  toe  most 
important,  the  primary  interest  of  the  United 
States,  considered  in  relation  either  to  the  num* 
bers  employed  in  it,  or  the  utility,  and  necessity 
of  their  employinent.  This  is  true  of  the  United 
States  as  a  nation.  I  beiiere  it  is  also  true  of 
eyery  particqjiftt  State.  I  am  sure  it  is  of  that 
with  which  I  am  best  acquainted — my  own  na- 
tive State.  It  is  emphatically  so  of  the  district 
which  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent  on  the  floor 
of  this  House;  for,like  the  gentlemen  firom  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia,  I  stand  here  as  the  representa- 
lire  of  an  agricultural  district.  My  constituents, 
most  of  them,  are  proprietors  'and  coltiirators  or 
the  soil.  Bu^  sir,  I  am  confident  that  I  truly  rep- 
reeent  them  in  declaring  the  opinion,  that  agricul- 
tui^  and  commerce  areiiiseparabty  connected  and 
mutually  dependent.  Their  connexion  and  de* 
pendenee  grow  out  of  the  natural  situation  and 
circumstances  of  our  country,  and  the  immemo- 
riftl  usage  and  habits  of  our  people.  The  Gk)d  of 
Heaven  has  here  joined  them  together^  and  it 
would  be  not  less  impious  than  impolitic  to  at- 
tempt to  disjoin  them  and  set  them  in  hostile  ar- 
my against  each  other.  There  is  no  cause  for 
such  an  unnatural  hostility,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
erery  rational  motiye  for  reciprocal  assistance 
and  support.    Sir,  the  produce  of  our  farms,  be- 

Jond  our  own  consumption,  must  perish  on  our 
ends,  or  rather  there  would  soon  be  no  such  sur- 
plus produce,  if  there  were  no  commercse  to'car- 
rv  it  to  foreign  markets,  and  to  bring  us,  in  return, 
tne  productions  of  other  countries,  which  we  want 
and  th«y  can  spare:  This  is  the  rery  end  of  com- 
merce. Such  a  commercial  exchanjfe  multiplies 
the  comforts  and  Increases  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

The  average  annual  produce  of  the  United  States, 
beyond  what  we  consume  ourselves,  according  to 
the  late  Treasury  statement  of  our  exports,  amounts 
in  value  to  about  forty  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
carried  to  market  chiefly  by  our  own  citizens,  and 
Sn  our  own  vessels,  not  a  tenth'  part  of  our  im- 

Krts  or  exports  being  now  shipped  in  foreign 
ttoms.  By  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants, 
these  native  exports  are  carried  to  every  part  or 
the  habitable  elobe  that  is  open  to  our  trade.  We 
thus  have  the  benefit  of  a  choice  of  markets,  which 
we  would  not  have  were 'our  commerce  more 
limitedi  as  it  certainly  would  be,  if  it  were  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  instead  of  our  own  enterpris- 
ing citizens.  Our  produce,  thus  exported^  is  mar^ 
keted  wherever  the  greatest  demand  for  it  is  found. 
It  is  not.  it  cannot  be,  generally  sold  for  specie. 
It  must  oe  exchanged  for  the  productions  or  man- 
ufactures of  the  respective  countries  where  the 
salea  are  efiected.  Ii  they  were  limited  to  specie, 
or  even  to  such  articles  of  barter  as  must  be  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  the  sales  would  ne- 
eessaiily  be  less  advantageous,  and  the  market 
prices  of  our  own  produce  proportionably  lower. 
The  commodities  received  in  exchange,  consti- 
tutes the  return  oarffo.  When  it  arrives  here,  it 
is  as  lawfully  and  nonestly  the  property -of  the 


importing  laertefaant,  and  as  tmly  the  object  of 
lent  protection  and  free  disposal  as  if  he  had  faini- 
scff  raised  it  out  of  the  soil,  or  purchased  ii  from 
the  farmers.    Bat  the  demand  for  home  coosu cap- 
tion may  be  already  supplied  by  other  similar  im- 
portations, or  the  cargo  may  not  be  Adapted  to 
our  market.'    In  that  case  it  must  either  be  lost 
or  re-exported  to  a  foreign  market,  and  there  dis- 
posed of  for  cash,  or  in  exchange  for  other  articles 
of  commerce.    The  iniportations  into  the  United 
States,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
amount  to  seventy-six  millions  of  dollars  a  year, 
comparing  them  by*  the  scale  on  which  the  ai 
vawirem  duties  are  calculated,  that  is,  by  adding 
from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent  on  the  prime  cost 
and  charges;  but,  reckoned  aceordijig  to  their 
cost  and  charges^  their  amount  is  sixty-seven  mii' 
lions.    Of  these  imports,  it  appears  that  twenty- 
eight  millions  and  a  hair  are  re-exported,  and  the 
residue  consumed  among  us.-    This  re-exportatioa 
of  imported  articles  is  connected  with  the  sales 
of  our  native  exports,  and  indeed  m>ws  out  ai 
them.    By  wa  v  of  remittance,  it  b  also  connected 
with  the  purchase  of,  and  payment  for,  the  im- 
ports which  are  consumed  m  the  United  Slates. 
It  is,  in  short,  an  essential  link  in  the  chain  of  our 
commerce.    It  is  a  fair  and  valuable  part  of  our 
carrying  trade,  and  not,  as  has  been  represented, 
a  ''moutiotts  interest,"  a  ^  mercantile  nmgus,"  a 
*<  fraudulent  speculation." 
^Whatever  may  be  the  suggestions  of  theory,  it 
is  too  late  to  think  seriously  of  introduein|f  the 
Chinese  policy,  and  withdrawing  onr  citizens 
horn  all  commercial  pursuits.    The  Unitrd  Stttes 
are  not  a  niere  ^'land  animal,"  to  use  the  fignrir 
tive  description  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
but  a  water  animal  also.    Our  people,  from  their 
colonial  infancy,  have  always  been  a  mercantila 
as  well  as  an  amcultural  people.    If  commerce 
was  not  originally  their  natural  em|doyment,  habit 
has  ^iven  it  the  force  of  second  nature.    Before 
our  independence^  the  restraints  imposed  on  the 
trade  of  the  colonies,  by  the  operation  of  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  act.  formed  one  of  the  sources  of 
our  complaint,  and  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Rev- 
olution.   The  regulation  of  forei^n^  commerce,  not 
being  provided  for  uader  the  Arucles  of  Confeder- 
ation, was  one  of  the  principal  obwcts  for  which 
a  convention  was  called,  and  the  Federal  Consti- 
tion  framed  and  adopted. 

The  design  of  the  ConstitiUion,  as  expressed  in 
the  preamble,  wae,  among  6ther  things,  *<  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  promote  the 
general  welfare;"  not  for  the  exclusive  benefit  U 
either  farmers,  or  merchants,  or  mechanics,  or 
sailors,  or  any  other  clsss  of  citizens  alone ;  but 
for  the  general  welfare  of  all  classes,  whether  at 
sea  or  on  land ;  not  for  the  defence  of  agriculture 
or  manufactures  only,  but  for  the  com  men  defence 
of  all  our  national  interests,  including  commeree 
among  the  reat.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
fair  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

The  ^tleman  from  Georgia  has  told  as,  that 
this  sufajeet  bears  upon  loral  interests;  that  it  is 
itself  a  local  question,  and  is  to  be  so  considerel 
and  decided.    I  am  aensihle  there  am  local  inter* 
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eMs^aad  tbey  ■ometimet  inAiieoGe  our  delibm- 
ttooff.    I  was  never  more  aensible  of  their  exist- 
ence or  (heir  influence,  than  doring  the  present 
diseossioo*    I  think  I  can  disoern  their  operation 
en  that  gentleman's  opinions  and  arguments;  and 
he  may,  perhaps,  peroeire  them  in  mine ;  for  it  is 
Tain  to  hoast  of  eiemptum  from  such  prejudices. 
But,  sir,  let  us  obey  the  injunction  of  tne  Consti- 
tution, and  the  dictate  of  dutj.    Let  us  endeavor 
to  ^oard  against  those  localities  and  competitions 
of  interest.    Liet  us  take  a  fair  view  of  tne  whole 
gronnd,  and  hestow  the  national  protection  upon 
agriculture  and  commerce  in  proportion  to  their 
mative  degrees  of  imjwrtance*    I  am  aware  that 
the  ktier  is  notsuseeptihle  of  the  same  perfect  de* 
feaee  as  the  former,  becaiise  one  is  within  our 
own  exclusive  iurisdiction,  and.  the  other  is  on 
that  element  which  is  the  coomion  jurisdiction  of 
all  nations.    It  is,  nevertheless,  entitled  to  a  rea* 
sonable  protection,  adapted  to  its  nature.    That 
portion  of  it  wbioli  is  now  attacked,  is,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Executive,  ^'too  important  to  be  sur- 
rendered,"   There  is  no  need  of  a  surrender.  By 
proper  retjpulations  commerce  will  furnish  the 
means  of  its  own  protection. 

The  second  .ground  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain  is,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen*  >( 

In  addition  to  the  Presideut's  communication  on 
this  subject,  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
read,  I  might  here  introduce  the  conclusive  argu- 
ment contained  in  the  instructions -from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  our  Minister  at  London.  But 
it  is  uaneoessary^  as  that  interesting  document  is 
in  the  hands  of  every  member.  Yet  I  cannot  for-* 
bear  calling. your  attention  to  one  paragraph  of 
Mr.  Monroe's  remonstrance : 

"  On  the  topic  of  impressaient,  however,  the  motive 
is  more  orgsnt.  In  that  lino  the  rights  of  the  TTnited 
States  have  been  so  loi^  trampled  under  foot,  and  the 
feelings  of  humani^  in  respect  to  the  sufierers/  and 
the  honor  of  their  Government  even  in  their  own  ports, 
80  often  outraged,  that  the  astonished  world  may  begin 
to  doabt  wbether  the  patience  with  which  «theee  inju- 
ries bave  been  borne,  ought  to  be  'attributed  to  gener- 
ous or  unworthj  motives ;  whether  the  United  States 
merit  the  rank  to  which,  in  other  respects,  they  are 
justly  entitled,  smong  independent  Powers,  or  havs 
sheady,  in  the  very  mom  of  their  political  career,  lost 
their  energy  and  become  degenerate.  The  United  States 
are  not  insensible  that  their  conduct  has  exposed  them 
to  such  suspicions,  though  they  well  know  that  they 
have  not  deserved  them.  They  are  awaiCt  from  the 
rimilaritf  in  the  psMoas,  the  manners,  and,  above  ail, 
the  identtfey  of  the'langnage,  wMch  is  common  to  the 
people  of  both  nationst  that  the  subject  is  a  difficult 
one ;  they  are  equally  aware  to  Great  Britain  also  it  is 
a  deUcate  one,  and  they  have  been  willing,  in  seeking 
an  arrangement  of  this  important  interest,  to  give  a 
proof,  by  the  mode,  of  their  very  sincere  desire  to  cher- 
lih  the  relations  of  ^friendship  with  her.*' 

In  this  remonstrance,  Mr*  Monroe  has  spoken 
not  only  the  language  of  our.  Government,  but 
also  the  senliments  of  every,  considerate  true 
American. 

That  etuel,  that  abominable  practice  of  im- 
pressment, in  contempt  of  our  uniotermitled  re* 
monstraaeesi  has  bean  repeated  and  continued  and 


iucieased,  and  is  still  increasing.  There  is  no 
prospect  even  of  relaxation.  Impressments  are 
now  multiplying  faster  than  ever  before.  They 
are  connected  with  our  other  cause  of  complaint, 
the  infringement  on  our  neutral  trade ;  for,  when 
a  vessel  is  condemned,  or  detained  for  trial,  it  fur- 
nishes an  opportunity  and  a  nretext  for  impressing 
the  men  thus  thrown  out  or  employment.  Sail- 
ors are  likewise  taken  out  of  any  of  our  vessels  in 
Europe,  and  the  West  Indies,  in  our  coasting 
trade,  and  at  the  very  mouths  of  our  harbors, 
while  pursuing  their  lawful  business  of  carrying 
to  marltet  the  lumber  and  fish  of  Massachusetts, 
the  beef  and  pork  of  Connecticut,  the  flour  of  the 
Middle  States,  the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  the  rico 
and  cotton  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  other 
exports  of  the  United  States,  or  imports  from 
abroad.  The  number  of  these  unfortunate  sea- 
men has  arisen  to  an  alarming  amount.  Though 
we  have  not  yet  received  an  ofiBcial  statement 
which  is  expected  from  the  Secretarv  of  State,  it 
is  understood  that  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand names  have  been  returned  to  that  Depart- 
ment, accompanied  with  proofs  of  their  American 
citizenship ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  list  is  ne* 
cessarily  a  very  partial  one.  Many  poor  fellowsi 
impressed,  perhaps,  when  no  American  witnesses 
were  present,  transferred  from  ship  to  ship,  or  re- 
moved from  one  station  to  another,  lave  probably 
not  yet  found  an  opportunity  of  making  any  com- 
munications to  their  friends^  and  through  them  to 
the  Department , of  State.  There  can  be  very 
little  doubt  that  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
our  seamen  in  the  British  Navv,  serving  under 
impressments,  to  man  at  least  nve  ships-of-the* 
line.  They  are  not  only  withdrawn  from  our 
service,  but  made  the  instruments  of  aiding  one 
belligerent  nation  in  prosecuting  their  war  against 
another. 

American  citizens  may  be  voluntarily  engaged 
in  British  employment,  by  land  and  sea,  ana  Brit- 
ish subjects  may  be,  and  unquestionably  are,  vol- 
untarily employed  on  board  our  vessels,  in  our 
shops,  and  on  our  farms.  That  is  a  kind  of  inters 
course  which  is  not  forbidden.  It  is  common 
among  nations,  and  cannot  be  a  just  cause  of  of- 
fence, or  of  impressment,  by  way  of  retaliation. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  afraid,  have  imbibed  unrea- 
sonable prejudices  against  our  seamen.  Some  of 
them,  undoubtedly,  are  profligates  and  renezadoes. 
Such  characters  are  found  among  all  pro/essions 
and  denominations.  But,  in  general,  our  sailors 
are  a  hardy,  honest,  brave,  generous,  though  im- 
provident race  of  men.  Many  of  them  are  young 
men^  from  respectable  families,  in  tbe  seaports 
and  inland  towns.  Others  have  families  of  their 
own,  as  dependent  on  them  and  as  dear  to  thenii 
as  ours  are  to  us.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  gene- 
rally opulenl.  If  they  were,  they  would  be  above 
the  necessity  of  venturin|[  on  the  stormy  element 
for  a  livelihood.  It  is  admitted  that  they  are  poor ; 
but,  is  their  poverty  a  sufficient  reason  for  putting 
them  out  of  the  national  guardianship  ?  Their 
occupation  is,  indeed,  a  humble,  a  hazardous  one; 
but  It  is  as  lawful  and  as  honest  as  that  of  the 
farmer  in  his  field,  or  tbe  mechanic  in  his  shop. 
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They  are  our  fellow-citizens,  aod  hare  as  fair 
a  claim  for  public  protection,  as  we  ourselves  can 
have. 

On  a  late  occasion,  when  two  or  three  hundred 
of  them  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  Tripoli  tans,  the 
sensibility  of  the  nation  was  touched  in  every 
nerve.  All  branches  of  the  Government  partook 
of  the  national  spirit.  Extra  expenses  were  im- 
mediately incurred  on  their  account.  Tes,  sir ; 
you  laid  anew  tax,  an  addition  of  two-and-a-half 
per  cent,  to  the  impost,  on  all  articles  charged 
with  ad  valorem  duties.  That  additional  tax  was 
cheerfully  paid  by  our  fellow-citizens,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  redeeming  their  brethren  from  captivity. 
An  extraordinary  naval  armament  was  sent  to  the 
Mediterranean.  The  services  of  our  heroes,  by 
sea  and  by  land,  were  exerted ,  and  their  exertions 
were  crowned  with  success.  The  captives  were 
ransomed,  and  returned,  with  tears  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  to  their  country,  their  families,  their 
friends,  and  their  busmess.  The  whole  nation 
rejoicea  ax  the  event.  Is  there  any  member  of 
this  Committee,  who  did  not  participate  in  the 
general  joy  ?  Is  there  any  American  who  does 
not  feel  proud  of  this  spirited  interposition  of  our 
Government?  What,  let  me  ask,  was  the  occa- 
sion? The  captivity  of  three  hundred  of  our 
seamen.  And  shall  we,  then,  be  passive,  and  do 
nothing,  when  ten  times  that  number,  of  the  same 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  engaged  in  the  same 
occupation,  are  forced  into  a  worse  than  African 
bondage?  Sir,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
any  of  these  sufferers,  or  tneir  connexions,  liTing 
remote  from  the  usual  places  of  their  habitation 
and  resort.  Probably  most  of  us,  from  our  situa- 
tions in  life,  are  unconnected  and  unacquainted 
with  them,  and  have  not,  therefore,  a  yery  lively 
sympathy  for  their  sufferings.  But,  to  bring  their 
case  home— let  every  one  suppose  heiiad  among 
them,  a  son,  a  brother,  a  friend,  or  a  neighbor, 
suddenly  seized,  while  pursuing  bis  lawful  employ- 
ment, interrupted  in  his  plans  of  business,  ruined 
in  his  affairs— not  only  prevented  from  returning 
but  even  writing  to  his  friends — confined  in  a  float- 
ing prison,  obliged  to  labor  without  hope  of  re- 
ward ;  subjected  to  a  discipline  naturally  rigor- 
ous, and  rendered  more  intolerable  by  his  reluct- 
ance to  submit ;  treated,  perhaps,  with  daily  in- 
sult, liable  to  the  blows  ana  lashes  of  an  unfeeling 
boatswain ;  and,  what  is  woise^  if  possible,  com- 
pelled to  expose  his  limbs  and  bis  life  in  battle,  to 
fight  for  his  oppressor,  against  nations  with  whom 
neither  he  nor  his  country  has  any  cause  of  war; 
remembering,  in  his  intervals  of  relaxation,  re- 
membering, with  painful  contrast,  the  freedom  of 
his  nativeland  and  the  endearments  and  delights 
of  home,  still  hoping  to  be  released  through  the 
interposition  of  our  Government;  but,  m  the 
meantime,  end  urine  all  the  anxiety  of  suspense. 
I  know  not  how  others  feel,  but,  for  myself^  I  de- 
clare, were  I  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of 
making  a  choice,  I  should  prefer  a  Tripolitan  or 
an  Al^erine  captivity, to  an  impressment  on  board 
a  British  man-of-war.  Sir,  I  am  not  describing 
to  you  an  imaginary  scene.  Thousands  of  such 
cases  actually  exist.    This  b  a  serioua  fact,  of 


which  the  world  are  now  witnesses.  In  the  face 
of  the  nation,  it  is  officially  made  koown  to  oa^ 
and,  with  the  other  subject  of  nattoo&l  complarnt, 
expressly  submitted  to  our  consideratioo.  We 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  against  them.  We  canoot 
any  longer  be  ignorant  of  them.  We  cannot,  in- 
deed, avoid  acting  on  them;  for,  in  the  existing 
circumstances,  even  to  do  nothmg,  would  be  act- 
ing. It  would  be  Tirtoally  surrendering  those 
rights  which  the  President  is  insisting  on  as  "^  too 
evident  and  too  important  to  be  surrendered."  It 
would  be  deserting  him.  on  the  national  gronod 
which  he  has  taken,  and  on  which  be  ooght  to  be 
supported  by  the  nation  and  the  Sistes,  aod  erery 
private  citizen.  It  is  a  common  eaase.  Not  only 
our  honor,  but  our  interest  is  essentially  eeneem- 
ed.  With  Great  Britain,  too,  it  is  a  qoestioo  of 
interest.  She  bas  occasion  for  our  sailors,  to  man 
her  fleets  and  fight  her  battles.  She  wants  our 
neutral  property  for  the  double  porposeof  depriT- 
ing  hei*  enemies  of  the  benefits  of  commerce,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  supply  inff  herself  with  th«  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war.  She  will,  therefore,  pro* 
ceed,  until  we  conrioce  her  it  is  for  her  interest 
to  desist. 

It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Chatrman,  in  ad- 
dressing you  at  this  time,  to  examine  the  raeriti 
of  the  proposition  immediately  beibre  the  Com- 
mittee, or  any  other  particular  measure  proposed 
on  the  subject,  but  sim|dy  t6'take  a  Tiew  of  tiie 
nature  and  extent  of  our  differences  with  Qnat 
Britain,  and  our  obligation  to  gire  the  fixeeotive 
some  efficient  co-operiiton.  The  President  is 
performing  his  duty  of  negotiation,  and  for  a 
faithful  performance  of  It,  be  is  responsible  to  the 
nation.  In  the  meantime,  he  bas  left  it  with  the 
Representatives  of  the  States^^  and  of  the  peopl^ 
to  determine  what  legislative  measures,  if  any, 
shall  be  adopted,  in  aid  of  his  exertions,  and  in 
support  of  our  neutral  rights.  On  Congress,  then, 
on  each  House,  on  everv  individual  meraher,  so 
far  as  the  influence  or  one  vote  extends,  now 
rests  the  solemn  responsibility  of  this  determina- 
tion. 

The  Committee  now^rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


MoNOAT,  March  10. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  made  an  unfavora- 
ble report  on  the  petition  of  the  lepresentative  of 
Caron  Beaumarcbais,  which  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thoraday. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  oa 
Mr.  Grboo's  resolution. 

Mr.  Clabk. — A  sense  of  duty,  prerailin^  over 
personal  inclmation,  compels  me,  Mr*  Chairman, 
to 'offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. The  measure  now  under  discosuon 
appears  to  me  to  involve  the  best  interests  of  our 
couotry;  the  prdsperity,  the  bappines&and  the  lib- 
erties of  America  tremble  before  it.  in  the  hands 
of  the  resolution  are  contained  the  iasoea  of  life 
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and  deatb,  and  it  woald  be  criminal  in  me  not  to 
throw  io  my  mite  to  rescue  our  common  coontrv 
from  the  impending  denger.  The  coo r^  which 
I  shall  lake  will  differ  in  some  degree  from  that 
punned  by  tho5ie  who  have  spol^en  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  draw 
loy  marked  discrimination  between  the  irarying 
Dterests  of  the  country,  or  inndious  distinctions 
letween  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests. 
I  think  they  are  so  essentially  united,  that  ooe 
»nnot  fall  to  the  ground  without  tumbling  the 
ither  headlong  into  ruins.  I  shall  consider  the  sub- 
ect  relatively  to  its  general  policy,  and  whether, 
m  the  principles  of  that  general  policr  or  condi* 
ional  com  pact,- as  has  been  contended  by  gentle- 
nen,  we  are  bound  to  adopt  the  resolution,  if  I 
hall  succeed  in  eonrincing  a  single  gentleman 
low  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  that  we  are  not 
K>und  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  will  be  im- 
K)litic  to  adopt  it,  I  shall  consider  this  amongst 
he  happiest  events  of  my  life. 

The  great  objects  of  our  federal  engngement,  in 
brming  the  compact  under  which  Ve  pow  live, 
vere  to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquil- 
ity, and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  society.  Under  this  Constitu- 
ion  gentlemen  call  upon  us,  under  the  pretext  of 
iromoting  the  general  welfare,  to  adopt  a  resolu* 
ion  which  manifestly  goes  to  the  promotion  of  a 
ninor  interest.  This  compact,  in  providing^  for 
he  general  welfare,  must  mean  that  of  the  whole, 
)r  at  any  rate,  of  tne  larger  portion  of  the  com- 
n unity ;  ft  was  never  designed  to  promote  a  sii- 
ordinate  interest  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  general 
prosperity.  Are  we  then  bound  by  the  Constitu- 
tional compact  to  adopt  this  resolution?  I  think 
not.  Thus  much  as  to  the*  constitutionality  of 
the  question. 

I  most  consider  this  resolution  as  a  war  meas- 
ure, and  Tiewing  the  }>olicy  and  present  situation 
}f  Great  Britain,  against  which  it  is  pointed,  I 
bare  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  in  mv  opinion,  it 
will  produce  instantaneous  war.  A  maritime 
war,  for  such  a  one  she  will  wage,  will  not  add 
one  item  to  her  present  expenses;  neither  will  it 
embarrass  her  measures  on  the  continent  ?  It  can 
have  no  such  effect  She  has  eight  hundred  ships 
on  the  ocean,  flushed  with  victory  and  conquest, 
and  a  par4  of  her  navy  is  at  this  moment  triumph- 
antly sailing  almost  in  si^ht  of  your  shores,  ready 
at  any  moment  to  seize,  should  that  course  appear 
expedient  to  her,  all  our  vessels  navigating  the 
ocean.  It  cannot  affect  her  continental  opera- 
tions. The  war  she  will  wage,  will  be  altogether 
maritime.  Her  navy  cannot  be  essential  against 
her  continental  eniemies  in  Europe.  Already 
have  their  fleets  been  annihilated.  The  victories 
off  Trafalgar  and  in  the  West  Indies,  have  cleared 
the  ocean  of  almost  every  sail,  and  there  remains 
no  employment  for  her  navy  but  to  depredate 
70Qr  commerce;  and  she  will  do  it,  you  may  rely 
upon  it.  Those  are  but  indifferently  acquainted 
with  Great  Britain  and  the  genius  of  the  fiisi 
Minister^  who  suppose  all  the  power  in  their 
hands  will  not  be  made  use  of.  Gentlemen  tell 
you  thia  is  not  coatemplated  as  a  permanent  aya- 


tem  of  commercial  arrangement,  but  a  temporary 
expedient,  which  bv  its  pressure  is  to  bring  our 
rival  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  make  her  do  us  jus- 
tice. But  this  temporary  measure  will  have  on 
Britain  all  the  efftfct  of  wan  Declare  war  to- 
morrow, and  it  can  only  affect  her  trade.  Can 
you  believe  that  she  will,  with  all  her  advantages, 
remain  quiet?  It  is  not  her  character;  she  will 
not  do  it.  I  should  think  contemptuously  of  her 
if  she  should.  Wilt  she  suffer  you  to  take  war 
measures  and  not  retaliate?  Will  she  be  more 
afraid  of  you  with  your  four  thousand  troops,  dis- 
persed over  the  whole  western  country,  and  your 
thirteen  armed  vessels  rotting  in  the  Eastern 
Branch,  than  of  that  Power  whose  conquering 
arm  has  extended  the  limits  of  his  sway  beyond 
former  comparison,  and  whose  ambition  is  bounded 
only  by  the  habitable  world  ? 

What  was  the  conduct  of  that  Gtovemment 
about  the  year  1801,  when  an  armed  neutrality 
was  formed  by  a  coalition  of  the  Northern  Pow- 
ers? This  measure  was  comparatively  pacific; 
but  did  not  the  gallant  Nelson  enforce  an  aban- 
donment of  this  measure  with  cannon  at  Copen- 
hagen ?  Will  she  not  do  so  to  yon  ?  It  is  her  in- 
terest, and  will  she  not  be  governed  by  it?  She 
has  no  other  rule  of  action.  Are  we  not  then 
correct  in  considering  this  a  war  measure  ?  And 
ought  not  gentlemen  to  abandon  the  vain  illusion 
they  have  conceived  ?  It  is  however  said,  that 
she  will  not  be  willing  to  increase  the  number  of 
her  enemies.  Bui  is  she  not  well  apprized,  from 
the  genius  of  the  American  people,  that  nothing 
is  more  desired  by  them  than  peace;  and  that  the 
moment  she  does  you  justice,  you  will  be  bound 
to  seize  it  i  and  that  she  may,  therefore,  calculate 
on  making  peace  when  she  pleases  ?  Will  she 
not,  therefore,  use  all  her  power  to  bring  us  first 
to  terms,  and  then  if  ahe  fail,  come  to  terms  her- 
self whenever  she  pleases  ? 

So  much  with  regard  to  this  as  a  war  measure— 
for  the  irresistible  conclusion  in  my  mind  is,  that 
it  will  produce  war.  But  suppose  it  should  not 
produce  war;  will  it  not  produce  consequences 
equally  fatal?  Will  it  not  destroy  your  com- 
merce? Our  exports  will  not  be  purchased,  ar 
the  merchants  will  not  fit  out  their  vessels  unless 
they  can  get  a  market  for  them.  For  this  what 
are  we  to  gain  ?  The  carrying  trade.  I  beg 
leave  here  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  position 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  to  ex- 
amine the  principle  assumed  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
carrying  trade  is  not  affected  by  it.  What  is  the 
ground  which  the  prize  courts  of  Britain  take? 
That  a  neutral  has  no  rig[fat  to  deliver  a  belliger- 
ent from  the  pressure  of  his  enemy's  hostilities,  by 
trading  with  his  colonies  in  time  of  war  in  a  way 
not  authorized  in  time  of  peace.  This  principle, 
so  far  as  if  relates  to  our  Government,  is  not  so 
unfair  as  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  Let  us  ap- 
ply it  to  Britain  and  France.  As  to  Great  Brit- 
ain she  is  contending  for  her  liberties  and  her 
very-  existence,  and  although  I  shall  not  contend 
that  a  nation  at  war  has  not  the  right  to  regulate 
her  commerce  with  neutral  neighbort  in  any  way 
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allowed  by  the  law  of  natioDe,  yet  the  enemy  baa 
certainly  the  right  to  prevent  every  means  of  re- 
lief; to  produce,  if  possible,  oppression  and  pov- 
erty, in  order  to  procure  peace.  Can  you  expect 
that  Great  Britain  will  permit  you  to  supplv 
France  and  Holland  with  commerce,  apd  on  sucn 
terms  as  enables  them  to  go  ihe  cheapest  into  the 
market  and  convert  all  their  merchant  ships  into 
armed  vessels  to  privateer  u^n  her  trade?  And 
while  France  i^  so  relaxed  in  her  system,  have 
we  a  rifht  to  expect  any  indulgence  from  Great 
Britain  ?  War,  we  know,  always  brings-  some 
evils  to  a  neutral  country.  Can  we  therefore  so 
materially  blame  Gcreat  Britain  ?  Then,  as  to  the 
consequences  of  this  trade*  It  certainly  does  not 
bring  more  than  $170,000  into  our  Treasury^  while 
it  draws  from  the  purchase  of  our  domestic  pro- 
ductions a  large  part  of  the  capital. that  wquld  be 
otherwise  devoted  to  it.  When  I  sav  $170,000, 1 
mean  to  apply  the  remark  particularly  to  that 
trade  which  has  been  the  object  of  suppression  by 
the  prize  courts,  for  I  agree  that  the  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  whole  carrying  traders  stated  to 
amount  to  $800,000, , but  no  man  will  say  that  the 
duties  arising  from  this  species  of  trMe  is  under 
estimated.  Is  the  whole  value  of  this  trade  so 
important  as  to  jOstify  a  sacrifice  of  all  our  inter- 
ests? I  will  ask  gentlemen  whether  it  is  correct 
or  proper  that  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
should  be  given-  up  to  a  trade  only  continued  in 
time  of  war.  and  in  which  but  a  few  men  are  in- 
terested ?  Let  it  not  be  here  understood  that  I 
am  the  enemy  of  commerce.  No,  I  am  its  friend. 
Without  it  Agriculture  would  be  nothing,  and 
there  would  be  no  market  for  the  sale  of  our  sur- 
plus produce.  We  must  have  tmde,  but  let  it  be 
on  principles  of  permanency, >nd  not  on  such  as 
emerge  from  a  state  of  war.  Great  Britaii^  has 
never  affiacted  our  direct  trade,  and  my  vote  shall 
be  always  seady  to  protect  it.  I  agree  that  a  cir- 
cuitous trade  ia  beneficial  to  the  country,  just  as 
money  brought  into  it  is  beneficial.  But  let  us 
take  ,the  subject  up  on  calculation — I  think  i|  a 
iair  subject  of  calculation,  a  question  of  profit  and 
lose-^and  see  whether  it  ous^ht  qn  that  sroimd  to 
be  protected.  If  it  is  found  that  the  play  is  not 
worth  the  candle,  gentlemen  will  certainly  not 
wish  its  preservation.  Is  it  right  to  protect,  at  the 
hazard  of  every  sacrifice,  this  trade  of  so  pirecari- 
ous  a  profit,  and  which  cannot  continue  longer 
than  the  period  of  war?  Our  exports  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies  amount,  upon  an 
average  of  three  years,  to  $20,653,000;  of  this 
amount,  the  two  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
the^exclusive  produce  of  the  States  south  of  the 
Potomac,  constitute  more  than  one-halL  This 
will  be  entirely  lost,  or  at  least  the  most  consider- 
able part,  for  I  have  no  expectation  of  finding  a 
market  for  anything  like  this  amount  in  any  other 
country.  Cut  up  at  one  stroke,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  temporary  expediency,  the  cultivation  of 
these  two  articles^  and  you  prostrate  the  expecta- 
tion, independence,  and  industry  of  thousands; 
then  will  be  applied  to  your  own  industrious  and 
virtuous  citizens,  what  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion supposed  would  be  to  the  mpnufaaturqis  of 


England,  a  dagger  to  their  vitab.    I^et  os  doc,  for 
God's  sake,  ruin  our  country,  imder  the  delusive 
expectation  of  injuring  our  adversaries.    Another 
and  very  current  view  mav  be  taken  of  this  sub- 
jeat ;  it  is  acknowledged  tnat  there  are  compara* 
tively  but  few  persons  immediately  interested  in 
this  trade^  and  although  to  them  a  lucniive  oae^ 
yet  it  must  end  upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
m  Eofope.    It  must  be  uniust  that  the  ^reat  in.* 
terest  of  the  agriculturist  shonld  be  eacnficcd  to 
this  trade,  or  even  pledged  for  its  protection  and 
security.    I  never  will  agree  that  oi^  class  or  pro- 
fession of  people  shall  underwiite  and  insure  the 
success  of  another  class,  and  this  too  without  any 
premium.    This  is  precisely  the  case  in  this  in- 
stance ;  the  trader  gains  all  under  the  protecting 
arm  of  the  farmer,  and  the  loss  falls  on  the/armei^ 
if  it  should  be  attended  with  any. 

Let  us  view  this  subject  in  another  light.    It  is 
contended  that  if  British  manufactures  are  pro- 
hibited, that  our  commerce  will  still  go  on  i  that 
our  merchants  will  find  other  niarkets,  and  that 
the  security  of  the  revenue  will  not  be  affected. 
But  I  beff  gentlemei^  seriously  to  consider  the  sit<- 
uation  of  Europe.    I  do  believe  that  our  demands 
caAQOt  be  supplied  but  from  Great  Britain ;  they 
cannot  be  supplied  elsewhere— because,  from  the 
year  1786^  4ne  British  manufactures  introdnced 
into  this  country  have  regularly  incfeased^  not- 
withstanding in  France  labor  is  cheaper  than  ia 
Great  Britam.    Not  because  an  English  coat  was 
better  thaaa  French  one.    The  &ct  «s,  the  French 
manufactures  cannot  be  eot  on  the  same  reasona* 
ble  terms  as  the  English.    What  has  been  the 
effect  on  the  price  of  Liverpool  cottons  since 
Fmnce  has  menaced  the  invasion  of  England  ? 
They  have  increased  in  price,  because  her  manu^ 
facturers  have  been  taken  froni  their  shops  and 
converted  into  soldifi^rs.    What  is  the  situation  of 
Europe  9    Convulsed  to  her  centre,  will  Germany 
afford  us  the  articles  we  want?    Do  we  not  know 
that  her  manufactures  have  always  been  limited 
and  confined  to  particular  articles  ?    Where  thea 
is  a  supply  to  be  had  f   Where  is  a  return  to  be 
got  for  our  domestic  productions,  without  which 
our  loss  will  be  incalculable  7    What  will  its 
effect  be  on  our  Treasury  ?    We  know  that  the 
British  manufactures  yield  about  five  ipillions  of 
revenue*  which  ^o  to  the  regular  reduction  of  the 
public  aebt.  which  to  this  degree  must  be  sus* 
pended  if  they  are  prohibited.    Will  (t^entlemea 
say,  because  I  hold  this  languagei  that  I  am  the 
apologist  of  British  measures?    No.     Were  I  ta 
giye  way  to  my  feelings  on.  this  subject,  instetd 
of  being  governed  by  my  judgment,  there  is  no 
lenff  th  to  which  I  would  not  go.  My  coUeagae  has 
told  us  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  our  battles 
afid  those  of  the  world.    I  believe  so.    But  not 
from  any  good  will  to  us  or  the  world ;  in  figbiijig 
their  own  battles,  they  fight  ours.    Let  us  then 
suffer  them  to  go  on,  not  out  of  afieetion  to  their 
Government,  which  is  tvrannical,  and  which,  if 
it  had  the  power,  would  lord  it  over  this  country 
as  it  did  wneA  we  were  colonies^  not  from  attach- 
ment to  the  English  Government  or  its  measures, 
bnt  from  a  togf^ti  to  our  owa  fsoqntrjr,  to  vhien 
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this tnMiare wonldbe rainoat.  If the.artiehBs w« 
want  can  be  got  from  anr  other  eoofitry,  let  m 
obtaiD  ihem  from  it ;  but  do  not  let  as  carry  oar 
enuiiiy  so  far  to  Britain  as  to  ruin  oorselvet. 

Bat  we*  are  told  that  this  is  only  one  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  British  Ctorernment ;  that 
anotoer  cause  of  complaint  is  the  impressment  of 
otir  seamen.    It  is  a  cause,  a  most  sertons  cause, 
of  complaint.    On  this  snhjeet  I  have  more  fee^ 
in?  than  on  the  other.    1  commiserate  the  deplor- 
alHe  situation  of  those  men  and  their  fnends.  and 
wish  most  ardently  it  was  in  my  power  to  relieTe 
them  from  it.    Biut  th^re  is  some  apology  even 
here  to  be  made  for  the  British  Ooremment.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  two  nations  are  so  like  each 
other,  and  so  nearly  the  same  in  their  language 
and  habitS)  that  it  is  extremely  difficalt  to  distin- 
guish one  from  the  other:  and  I  will  ask  you  if 
we  have  not  more  subfects  of  Great  Britain  m  our 
service  than  they  have   American  citkens  iu 
theirs  ?    Let  us  also  recollect  their  principle— 
once  a  subject,  alwavs  a  subject.    When,  there- 
fore, we  give  theirsuVjects  the  privileges  of  a  citi- 
zen, by  naturalising  them,  is  it  not  a  counterac- 
tion of  British  policy,  and  is  it  not  some  apology 
for  their  conduct  in  pressing  this  description  of 
men  1    I  recollect  of  no  instance  of  their  revising 
persons  allowed  by  them  to  be  American  citizens, 
whose  claim  was  fully  substamiated.     Let  me 
min  repeat  it,  that  in  a  state  of  War,  neutral 
Powers  must  suffer  some  injury;  when  all  nature 
is  in  confiict,  we  cannot  expect  to  escape  injury. 
I  do  not  therefore  think  this  ground  of  complaint 
a  cause  of  war,  for  where  is  4he  difference  between 
forcibly  taking  away  the  citizens  of  our  country, 
and  enticing  those  of  another  by  the  allurement 
of  superior  advantage?    Every  society  has  the 
right,  and  exercises  that  right,  to  ordain  munici- 
pal regulations  for  its  government;  and  every 
member  of  the  society  is  bound  by  them.    By  the 
immemorial  usage  of  England,  no  subject  is  al- 
lowed the  ri^ht  of  expatriation,  and  they  hold  the 
privilege  of  impressing  their  saflors  wherever  they 
may  be  Ibund  in  time  of  war,  and  claim  their  al- 
legiance, whatever  may  be  their  condition.    We 
OQ^ht  not  to  sedilce  them.    I  do  not  mean  this  as 
ft  jusiiflcation,  bu<  it  is  undoubtedly  a  mitigation 
of  the  affront    Bnt  what  is  proposed  ?    To  go  to 
war  in  order  to  obtain  the  release  of  a  few  captive 
atizens  that  have  been  taken  on  the  water ;  let 
them  get  out  of  the  Way  by  turning  cultivators  of 
your  Waste  land,  in  which  they  can  acquire  a  vii^ 
tuoos  add  honorable  competency.    But,  sir.  what 
will  he  the  sympathy  of  the  gentlemen  who  shed 
tjars  of  grief  over  your  impressed  seamen,  when 
w^  shall  Tiew  the  scenes  of  devastation  pro« 
dnced  by  war;  all  your  seaport  towns  in  ashes; 
I^ople  of  every  age  and  condition  mourning  over 
uicnr  ruined  mansions  and  fallen  fortunes ;  coun- 
•n«s  ravaged  by  a  merciless  foe,  or  millions  of 
7<Hir  citizens  slain  in  fighting  your  battles ;  will 
your  carrying  merchants  then  step  forth  and  fight 
rot  you  1    No,  indeed,  they  will  not,  ihey  are  ttw 
precious  to  be  made  food  for  gunpowder ;  they 
will  not  be  shot  at  all  diiy  for  seventeen  cents; 
wey  wiU  all  dii^>pear.    Their  rule  tsj  wherevur 


money  can  be^made,  there  is  my  eoimtry.  I  be^ 
seech  you  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  auatd  against 
that  iacal  infatuation  which  hath  destroyed  tha 
uniteiae. 

Mr.  EppB8.-^After  the  discussion  which  has 
aheady  taken  place  on  this  subject,  I  shall  not 
consider  myseli  authorized  to  occupy  much  of  tha 
time  of  the  House.  As,  however,  I  have  on  soma 
oceasioas  ventured  to  express,  my  opiiiions  on  this 
floor,  I  cannot  reconcile  -to  my  feelings  a  silent 
vote  on  a  qoestioa  interesting  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  generally,  and  particnlavly  ao,  to 
that  portion  of  country  which  I  in  part  repre- 
sent. 

Whatever  diffinreace  of  ofNuion  may  prevail 
within  these  walls  as  to  the  course  which  ought 
to  he  adopted  towards  a  natioa  which  under  the 
pretence  of  riaht  has  eommenoed  a  system  of 
warfare  and  pfllage  on  our  commcree,  1  hope  for 
the  honor  and  interest  of  our  country  we  shall 
finally  unite  in  something.    If  in  a  free  country 
there  is  any  principle  which  ought  uaiverially  to 
be  admitted,  to  enforce  whkh  reasoning  or  dem- 
aestrction  shquld  be  necea^ry.  it  is,  that  every 
class  of  citizens  is  equally  entitled  to  proteotlon* 
To-  secure  to  man  his  personal  rights,  and  the 
fruits  of  his  honest  industry,  are  the  two  most 
Important^  objects  of  a  free  Gbyernmant.    Tha 
Government  unwitting  to  use  lor  that  seoimty 
the  means  of  which  it  is  possessed,  does  not  de- 
serve the  support  of  freenaea.    Our  Ccmstitution 
makes  no  diacrinrination  between  different  classes 
of  citizens,  nor  can  we  lA-our  legislative  oapaci« 
ty.    The  citizen  whose  capital  is  vested  in  a  ship 
has  an  equal  ri|[ht  to  protection  in  usitfg  Ibc  hia 
benefit  and  happiness  tnat  ship^  with  the  cultiva- 
tor of  the  soil  in  usine  his  plough.    To  arrest  by 
violence  his  ship,  ana  confiscate  his  pvoperty,  is 
to  the  merehanttae  same  iajnry  as  it  would  be  to 
the  farmer  to  arrest  his.  plough  and  destroy  hia 
crop.    In  eaeh^caae  Che  citizen  must  look  to  the 
community,  for  the  removal  of  every  ohatructioa 
thrown  by  violence*  in  the  way  of  that  perlbct 
freedom  in  the  use  of  his  property  which  oousti* 
tutes  its  f«lae.    It  is  true,  and  no  man  will  denjr 
the  correctness  of  the  principle,  that  every  nation 
has  a  right  to  abandon  any  parlienlar  oommeroa 
iuiurioas  to  its  intereau  or  daiwerous  to  its  safety* 
This  is  the  natural  right  of  au  naiions,  and  par- 
ttoularly.  of  frea  aouutries,  where  the  general 
welfare  of  the  oomnuioity  ia  the  aupreme  law. 
While,  however,  a  commerce  temaias,  lawful,  tha 
mtizan  cmbarka  in  it  with  the  same  right  to  ex* 
«eet  protection  as  in  any  other  lawful  oecupation; 
n>r  «  Government  to  refuse  it.  ii|  a  violation  of 
that  fhndamental  principle  in  tree  government: 
that  protection  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in 
the  basis  of  support  on  the  part  of  the  citizen. 
If  we  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  interpose  in  be* 
half  of  our  citizens,  when  their  personal  rights 
have  been  invaded — their  property  captured  and 
condemned  under  principles  unknown  to  the  law 
of'  nations— let  ua  give  up  the  farce  of  pretend- 
ing to  self-Mvemnient,  and  go  back  to  the  degr»- 
d^  state  of  colonies. 

The  gronn4  of  difference  hetweep  the  United 
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States  snd  Great  Britain  is  too  well  kaown  for 
me  to  dwell  on  this  nart  of  the  sobject.  It  has 
been  stated  on  this  floor  by  a  gencieman  from 
Massac hasettSj  in  terms  clear,  forcible,  and  man- 
ly. The  impressment  and  detention  of  our  sea- 
men is  an  iinury  which  has  justly  excited  the  in- 
dignation  of  the  people  of  America  for  the  last 
ten  years.  ETer^  attempt  to  arrest  by  negotia- 
tion this  serioQB  injury  has  foiled,  and  each  year 
adds  new  rictiras  to  the  roll  of  impressed  sea- 
men. The  receht  captures  of  American  property 
to  the  amount  of  six  millioas  of  dollars,  under 
doctrines  new  and  manifestly  unjust,  is  a  serious 
injury  to  the  individuals  and  to  the  community. 
And  although  I  have  no  doubt,  as  has  been  elo- 
quently stated  on  this  floor,  that  American  mer* 
chants  have  in  some  instances  disgraced  that 
character  by  coTering  the  property  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  I  am  equally  certain  that 
the  injury  done  to  bona  fide  American  merchants, 
trading. fairly  on  American  capital, are  sufficient* 
ly  numerous  to  justify  and  demand  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  Gorernment. 
^  While,  however,  I  have  no  doubt  aa  to  the 
right  of  the  citizen  on  the  one  hand  to  demand 
protection,  and  of  the  duty  of  the  Gbvernment 
on  the  other  to  extend  it  to  him,  I  am  willing  to 
acknowledge  all  the  difficulties  of  our  present 
-situation,  i  consider  it  no  dismce  to  this  infant 
Bat  ion  to  say  we  are  not  able  to  meet  on  ihe 
ocean  a  nation — a  match  on  that  element  for  all 
the  world  combined.  I  hope  the  period  will  never 
arrive  when  th^  substance  of  the  citizen  here 
•hall  be  squandered  on  a. navy  competent  to  meet 
on  the  ocean  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.  Separa- 
ted from  the  rest  or  the  world,  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  fear  invasion,  possessing  a  countrv 
abounding  with  productions  valuable  to  the  dit- 
fereot  nations  or  Europe  with  whom  we  have 
commercial  relatiooe-«if  we  are  not  able  to  meet 
on  the  ocean  Great  Britain  or  any  other  Euro- 
pean Power,  we  can  say  to  them  all.  respect  in 
your  intercourse  with  us  the  principles' of  justice, 
or  we  hold  no  intercourse  with  you ;  if  you  will 
not  traflk  with  us-  on  principles  that  are  fair,  we 
will  neither  receive  your  manufactures,  nor  send 
to  you  our  productions.  We  are  now  for  the  first 
time  about  to  test  this  principle  so  important  to  a 
nation  jealous  of  fleets  and  armies.  Of  the  vari- 
ous measures  of  the  kind  which  may  be  resoried 
40 — high  discriminating  duties — a  prohibition  of 
certain  enumerated  articles,  a  general  prohibition, 
«nd  as  a  dernier  resort  a  suspension  of  all  inter- 
course, are  the  remedies  within  our  reach.  It- is 
a  merequestion  of  convenience  and  expediency 
to  which  of  these  we  shall  resort.  I  should  pre* 
fer  for  myself,  as  a  first  >tt»p,  the  mildest,  it  is 
■not,  in  my  opinion,  the  interest  of  this  nation  to 
dissolve  at  a  vingte  blow  its  commerciai  contiex 
ion  with  Great  Britain.  The  commerce,  if  car- 
ried on,  on  principles  that  are  fair,  is  muiusUy 
adyaotageoOs  to  the  two  countries.  In  Great 
Britain  we  find  the  best  market  for  oor  most  val- 
uable productions,  and  with  us  ahe  fitidK  tlie  btfst 
market  for  her  manufactures.  To  prohibit,  at  a 
«ingU  Uowj  imports  to  the  amount  of  tHirty-Ave 


millions  of  dollars,  however  injurieos  it  might  be 
to  the  roannfacturers  of  Great  Britain,  would 
certainly  be  a  serious  injury  to  our  own  citizens. 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  a  milder  messore  will 
cause  the  British  Government  to  respect  our 
rights  and  pursue  a  course  manifestly  dictated  by 
a  regard  to  its  own  interest.  If,  however.  Great 
Britain  is  so  lost  to  her  own  interest  as  to  perse- 
vere in  a  system  of  injustice  calculated  to  deprii^e 
her  of  the  best  market  for  her  maoQfactura — a 
market  dailv  increasing,  with  the  increasing  pop- 
ulation of  this  infant  country — let  us  on  oor  part 
proceed  with  that  caution  and  moderation,  which 
shall  evince  that  the  course  we  are  determined 
to  pursue  is  founded  on  principle,  and  will  never 
beabandoneid  until  our  wrongs  are  redressed,  i 
am  willing  to  adopt  for  the  present  a  probibiiioa 
of  enumerated  articles ;  if  that  shall  fail,  to  pass 
hereafter  a  total  prohibition,  and  finallv,  to  put 
forth  our  whole  strength,  and  say,  we  hold  no  fu- 
ture intercourse  with  you;  but  <lis8olve  forever 
all  commercial  relations  with  a  nation,  which 
ukes  for  its  national  law  the  base  principle  of 
necessity,  and  makes  itself  the  exclusive  judge  of 
that  necessity. 

As,  however,  it  will  not  be  in  order  to  argue 
propositions  not  immediately  under  consideratioa, 
i  shall  confine  my  observations  to  the  resolutioa 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  lam  will- 
ing to  consider  this  resolution,  as  its  friends  pro- 
fess it  to  be,  a  commercial  regulation,  and  not  a 
war  measur&v  Indeed,  I  shonld  not  appfehead 
war  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  it  was  adored. 
It  is  not  her  interest  to  add  to  the  number  ol  her 
enemies,  aod  her  vessels,  numerous  as  they  are, 
Will  find  sufficient  occupation  in  guarding  her 
own  channel,  and  protecting  her  own  capicaL  I 
object  to  this  measure,  because  I  believe  that  it 
Will  be  so  extremely  injurious  to  the  United  States 
in  its  operation  that  it  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to 
until  milder  remedies  have  fiiiled.  In  the  re- 
marks I  snail  make  on  it,  I  shall  eoeline  myself 
to  its  probable  operation  on  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  that  class  of  citizens  for 
whose  protection  it  is  principally  designed. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, at  present  on  our  table,  it  appears  that  the 
imports  to  this  country  from  Great  Britain  and 
its  dependencies  amount  to  thirty-five.  miliioM 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  We 
derive  from  imposts  on  this  oommeree  a  net  rev^ 
enue  of  five  millioqs  four  hundred  and  thirty-two 
thousand  dollars.  The  whole  net  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  derived  from  our  commerce  with 
all  other  parte  of  the  world,  amounts  to  nix  mil- 
iioos  one  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  dollan^ 
This  resolution  goes  to  prohibit  a  commerce  from 
wbich  we  derive  almost  one-half  of  our  net  rev- 
enue. The  carrying  trade  which  this  measure  » 
intended  to  protect,  yields  a  revenue  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fitly  thousand  dollars;  so  that  for  the 
protection  of  eighc  hnndr«d  and  &hf  thousand 
dollars,  we  put  at  hazard  a  net  revenue  of  five 
miUioiiS  four  huudred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
(iollars.  I  well  kauw  that  nalionai  honor  eaooot 
be  oktimatiMl  in  doUars  and  ocata.    There  is  no 
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man  who  feds  Inore  forcibly  than  I  do  the  cor> 
reciness  of  this  iiriociple,  or  will  be  more  ready 
oo  all  occasions  to  ackoowledge  it.  GeDtfemeD^ 
hovreTcr,  ouffht  to  retaember  that  their  remedy  \% 
a  measure  of  dollars  and  cents.  They  profess  it 
to  be  doth ine  more  than  a  commerciai  regulation. 


In  war,  minions  must  be  sacrificed  to' protect  {  gives  bfrtii.    I  wish  not,  however,  to  wear  home- 
thousands;  in  commercial  regulations .  the  risk 
ouj^bt  to  be  in  some  degree  propijrtioned  to  tbe 


object.    A  nation,  deliberately  iorming  a  ^m 
mercial  regulation,  by  which  it  risks  millions  to 
protect  thousands,  manifests  more  zeal  than  wis 
dom  ;  nothing  short  of  absolute  necessity,  and  a 
failure  of  every  other  remedy,  ought  to  induce  us 


in  our  present  situation  to  risk  our  revenue.    We    lear  it  will,  be,  either  we  must  repeal  our  own 


hare  repealed  the  whole  system  of  internal  taxes. 
We  have  set  out  with  professions  of  economy, 
and  a  determination  honestlv  to  meet  onr  public 
debt.  This  resolution,  if  aoopted,  may  cause  a 
deficiency  in  our  revenue  of  five  millions  of  doU 
lars.  The  permanent  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
exclusive  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  which  I 
hope  soon  to  see  abolished,  amounts  to  eleven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  per- 
manent expense  of  the  Government  amonnis  to 
eleven  millions  of  dollars;  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and 
thcee  millions  to  the  expenses  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  including  the  Naval  and  Military  Estab- 
lishment. No  part  of  the  eight  niillions  can 
ever  be  diverted  from  its  object,  without  aban<- 
donisg  tbe  principles  which  brought  us  into  this 
Government,  and  as  there  is  no  probability  of 
oar  expenses  belnff  lessened,  the- .three  miUiona 
may  be  considered  equally  permanent,  or  the 
wheels  of  Government  must  stop.  From-  eleven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, the  amount 
of  our  present  revenue,  take  five  millions  four 
hundred  and  thirty- two  thousand  dollars,  derived 
from  imposts  from  Great  Britain  and  its  defend' 
encies,  and  there  remains  six  millions  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand  dollars,  which  falls  short  of  eleven 
millions  of  dollars,  the  permanent  expense  of  the 
Cbveroment,  five  millions  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  dollars.  Shall 
we  incur  this  risk,  until  other  measures  less  inju- 
rious in  their  operation  on  ourselves  shall  have 
failed  ?  .  Gentlemen  have  told  us  of  tfubstituies  for 
British  manufactures,  and  that  i^o  great  loss  will 
be  sustained  in  our  revenue.  One  sentleman  has 
estinmted  the  loss  at  a  million  of  dollars ;  another 
at  two  millions,  and  the  same  gentleman  has  fur- 
nished us  with  abundant  information  as  to  the 
places  from  whence  we  may  procure  a  suhsti- 
tute  for  British  manufactures.  On  this  subject 
everything  must  be  mere  conjecture.  It  is  iin- 
possible  for  any  human  being  to  say  what  will  be 
Che  efieei  of  this  measure  on  our  revenue.  No 
man  can  say  what  will  be  the  situation  of  Ea- 
Tope  six  months  hence,  and  particularly  of  Ger- 
many, from  whence  we  are  to  derive  a  part  of 
our  supplies.  I  wish  not  to  riNk'the  substance 
for  the  Khadow.  1  cannot  consent  to  trust  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  to  speculative  opin- 
ions, which  may  lie  true  <>r  fal^e.  The  gfntlc 
man  £rom  Peaiuylvania  who  inirodnced  this  re»> 


oltttion,  talked  of  a  substitute  for  British  manu- 
factures in  home-spun;  be  wished  to  see  the  peo- 
ple of  (;his  countrjr  clad  in  articlea  nunufactured 
in  their  own  families.  There  is  no  man  who 
views  with  more  pleasure  than  I  do  that  species 
of  independence  to  which  this  kind  of  industry 


«pun  at  tbe  expense  of  a  Federal  tax  upon  my 
land.  I  know  what  a  Federal  land  tax  va^  be- 
cause I  have  paid  it,  and  1  remember  it,  because 
it  was  the  only  oppressive  tax  I  ever  did  pay.  If 
this  measure  shall  not  produce  its  efiect  on  the 
British  Government,  and  lU  operation  on  our 
revenue  be  as  injunous  as  there  ie  just  cause  to 


law,  or  adhere  to  a  measure  manifestly  injurious 
to  the  United  States,  and  lay  a  direct  tax,  or  we 
must  divert  from  its  object  the  annual  appropriap 
tion  for  the  payment  of  our  debt.  Never  with 
my  vote  shall  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  be  diverted  from  its  object  un- 
til the  last  dollar  shall  be  diycharffed.  Other  gen- 
tlemen, 1  presume,  would  be  as  little  disposed  as 
myself  to  report  to  a  direct  tax. 

The  risk  of  revenue  however  is  not  the  only  ob- 
jection I  have  to  this  resolution.  A  total  prohibi- 
tion of  British  manufactures  will  be  extremely  in- 
jurious to  our  own  citizens.  It  puts  down  at  once 
tbe  occupation  and  employment  of  the  merchant 
of  small  capital.  In  many  parts  of  our  country, 
and  particularly  to  the  south  of  this  place,  com«* 
merce  is  carried  on  principally  on  credit.  That 
credit  is  generallv  in  Great  Britain.  Take  awar 
the  credit  and  tne  commerce  is  gone.  It  will 
seriously  afiecttoo  tbe  importing  merchant  of  large 
capital,  whose  funds  are  in  Great  Britain.  To 
withdraw  his  capital,  establish  new  correspondents^ 
and  give  an  entire  new  direction  to  his  commerce, 
would  require  time,  trouble,  and  expense,  and  in- 
sure at  least  one  year's  loss  in  the  profits  of  his 
profession.  It  would  operate  least  injuriously  on 
the  merchant  whose  funds  were  large,  and  in  this 
country.  With  his  money  he  might  seek  a  6ub- 
^titute  for  British  manufactures  in  other  markets, 
if  indeed  a  substitute  can  be  found.  Little  or  no 
injury  would  be  done  to  merchants  of  this  descrip- 
tion, while  ruin  and  bankruptcy  would  be  the  fate 
of  those  deprived,  by  a  genenl  prohibition,  of  a 
capital  depending  on  credit.  ,  I  have  no  data  by 
which  to  calculate  the  numbJer  of  our  merchants 
emtyirked  in  the  foreign  carrying  trade,  and  of  those 
wno  are  only  importers.  The  whole  foreign  car- 
rying trade  of  Virginia  amoui'ts  to  three  hundrol 
and  nfty  thousand  dollars.  But  a  hmal|  portion 
of  the  merchants  there  of  course  are  interested  in 
the  foreign  carrying  trade.  To  all  the  importing 
aaerchants  throughout  the  United  States,  the  adop- 
tion uf  this  measure  would  be  a  serious  evil.  Sup- 
posing Qoe  third  of  ihe  whole  number  of  the  mer- 
chantci  of  the  United  St9tes  interested  in  the  foreign 
car/yiog  trade — and  this  would  be  a  large  calcula- 
tion— by  the  adoption  of  this  measure  we  sacrifice 
the  convenience  and  interest  of  two  thirds  even 
of  this  class  of  our  citizens.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
have  no  doubt,  but  that  the  adaption  of  this  rcso- 
iatiun  would  be  a  serious  injury  to  a  large  major- 
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ity  of  the  merchants  of  the  United  States,  although 
denned  for  their  protection. 

What  wonid  foe  the  efiect  on  the  planter  1  It 
would  cause  an  immediate  advance  on  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  first  necessity,  particularly  coarse  wool- 
lens, which  eottld  not  immediately  be  manufac- 
tured at  home.  It  in  tme  that  daring  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  a  substitute  was  made.  .  We  were 
driven  to  it  b^  necessity,  and  abandoned  it  as  soon 
as  that  necessity  ceased.  While,  for  all  the  arti- 
des^f  first  hecessity,  a  great  additional  price  must 
be  paid  by  the  farmer  or  planter,  the  value  of  every 
article  of  his  labor  must  diminish ;  his  produce  be 
sold  at  a  reduced*  price  or  left  to  rot  on  his  hands, 
from  the  inability  of  the  merchant  to  purchase. 
This  will  be  the  e^ct  o^  the  planter,  suppodng 
Gkeat  Britain  will  take  no  contervailing  measure. 
If  however  she  is  disposed  -to  carry  her  principle 
to  its  full  extent,  she  can  dispense  for  a  limited 
time  with  your  exports,  except  the  provision  and 
lumber  necessary  for  the  West  Indies,  with  as  lit- 
tle inconvenience  as  you  can  with  her  manufac- 
tures. Of  tobacco  she  has  alwayd  two  crops  on 
hand.  Of  cotton  she  has  probably  enough  to  car- 
ry her  through  the  present  War.  A  prohibition 
of.  these  two  articles  only  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
merchatfts  and  j^anters  of  the  Southern  country. 
Co  occasions  of  great  national  necessity  such  sac- 
rifices must  be  met  with  firmness.  The  citiicen 
who  shares  the  blessings  of  prosperity,  most  submit 
to  sacrifices  demanded  bv  the  interest  and  honor 
of  his  country.  While,  however,  this  is  the  duty 
of  the  citizen,  iti^  equally  theduty  of  the  €k>vern« 
ment  not  to  require  such  sacrifices  until  milder 
measures  have  failed.  Let  us  test  the  principle 
how  for  commercial  regulations- may  be -relied  on. 
The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  frOm  Maryland 
18  well  calculated  for  this  purpose.  We  know  that 
it  will  affect  our  revenue  to  an  extent  we  can  pet^ 
manently  bear.  It  will  be  less  injurious  to  our 
merchants,  asinvolvinga  smaller  part  of  tbeircapi- 
tal,  and  allowing  time  to  give  a'Uew  direction  to 
their  commerce.  It  will  enable  us  hereafter  to 
decide  with  more  certainty  on  the  efi^t  of  •mea- 
sures of  this  kind  on  ourselves,  and  how  far  they 
may  be  relied  on  as  an  engine  to  operate  on  Great 
Britain.  On  this  subject,  however,  my  observa- 
tions shall  be  suspeiided  until  that  reftolutioo  shall 
be  under  consideration. 

Mr.  NtcBOLsoN  said,  he  had  been  desirous  fox 
some  days  to  offer  to  the  Committee  his  opinions 
on  the  subject  now  under  consideration  $  but  as 
other  gentlemen  had  manifested  a  similar  dispo- 
sition, h6  had  yielded  the  floor  to  them.  It  was 
BOW  his  intention  to  offer  such  remarks  as  ap- 
peared to  him  pertinent.  ^ 

The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  (Mr.  Grgoo,)  in  his  opinion,  was  objection- 
lible  in  all  its  parts.  There  was  no  point  of  light 
in  which  he  could  view  it,  in  which  objections 
did  not  present  themselves.  He  read  and  com- 
inented  on  the  preamble ;  the  style  of  which  he 
said  he  did  not  like,  because,  instead  of  a  spirit  of 
amity  and  conciliation,  it  breathed  little  less  than 
defiance.  While  we  profess  to  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  peacoi  we  deolare  to  Qceat  Britain,  that 
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unless  she  will  meet  us  at  that  precise  jioiat, 
which  we  think  proper  to  mark,  we  will^  in  the 
worda  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  stah 
her  in  the  yitds.  While  we  declare  that  we  ap- 
proach her  as  friends,  yet  our  style  is  that  of  an 
enemy.  The  olive  branch  that  is  hdd  out  con- 
ceals a  dagger  in  its  boughs.  This  threatening 
manaier  he  said  was  not  calcnlated  to  preserve 
p^ce  in  private  life,  and  how  could  it  be  expected 
to  succeed  between  nations  7  Did  .gentlemen  im- 
agine that  Great  Britain,  even  surroa&ded  as  she 
was  by  her  enemies^  was  yet  so  tam^  as  to  submit 
to  threats?  Was  tne  character  of  her  first  Min- 
ister so  little  known,  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  he 
would  tremble  at  the  rod  held  over  him?  No,  sir, 
they  are  not  sunk'so  low;  and  if  we  really  wish 
for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  oui  difference^  we 
ought  to  proceed  as  friends  and  not  as  enemies. 
A  mere  commercial  regulation,  iie  said,  might  not, 
perhaps,  produce  war;  it  was  the  threat  hdid  out 
in  the  preambie^  and  the  hostility  manifested  oa 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives^  that 
were  calculated  to  wound  the  national  pnde  of 
Britain,  and,  therefore,  to  excite  enmity  between 
the  two  countries.  What  does  the  preamble  say  1 
We  have  marked  a  point  fVom  which  we  will  not 
recede,  and  to  whion  we  demand  that  yon  shall 
oome ;  if  you  do  not,  we  strike  at  your  most  e»> 
sential  interests;  in  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  we  wiU  stab  yon  in  your 
vitals,  is  this  the  way  to  conciliate?  Is  this 
your  method  of  opening  a  negotiation  ?  Believe 
me,  sir,  insteiid  of  presenting  the  olive  branch,  we 
carry  a  firebird  that  will  kindle  a  flame  which 
we  may  find  it  difficult  to  extinguish.  CSreat 
Britain  will  feel  all  this — she  will  at  once  ask,  is 
it  fair,  is  it  manly,  is  it  honorable  to  threaten 
me  now,  when  I  am  contending  for  all  that  is 
dear  to  me  ?  WiU  jon  iaaalt  me  in  my  distress, 
and  while  yon  sustain  my  enemy  on  one  hand, 
with  the  other  endeavour  to  unnerve  the  ana 
which  you  acknowledge  is  raised  in  defence  of 
its  own  existence  ? 

-if  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  resolntion  were 
unobjectionable,  die  preamble  itself  would  de- 
termine me  against  the  whole*  To  preserve 
peace,  let^us  proceed  to  ouroli|ject  in  a  peaceable 
manner.  If.  indeed,  gentieraen  are  (m  war,  then 
they  are  right  in  advocating  this  measure. 

From  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  N.  said, 
one  who  had  not  attended  to  the  points  in  dispute 
(which  he  feared  was  too  mueh  the  case  with  the 

Seat  body  of  tlie  people)  would  really  imagine 
at  all  the  ioommeree  of  the  country  was  at  stake; 
that  Great  Britain  had  assumed  a  principle  by 
which  the  whole  of  our  trade  Weuld  be  involved 
in  ruin.  Commerce  and  agrioulture  had  ben 
called  the  handmaids  of  each  other,  and  ingh 
eulogies  had  been  pronounced  upon  the  intimata 
connexion  subsisting  between  them.  No  one 
was.  so  blind  or  so  stupid  as  to  deny  that,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  country,  comr 
merce  and  agriculture  were  the  mutual  assistants 
of  each  other;  but  did  gentlemen  imagine  that 
the  people  were  so  blind  or  so  stupid  as  to  be- 
lieve that  the  commerce  whieh  was  connected 
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with  aericultore,  was  the  subject  of  dispute  with 
Great  Britain ?  Did  they  suppose  that  they  could 
cast  a  veil  over  the  real  points  of  difference,  as  to 
produce  an  impression  oi  this  kind  ?  If  such  was 
the  hope,  he  trusted  it  would  be  defeated.  No 
man  would  pretend  to  assert  that  Great  Britain 
had  denied  our  rig^ht  to  carry  the  products  of  our 
own  soil  to  foreign  markets^  and  to  bring'  home 
io  return  such  articles  as  were  adapted  to  the 
necessity^  the  conyenience,  or  the  taste  of  our  own 
people;  She  did  not  interfere  with  the  carriage 
of  our  corn,  wheat,  tobacco,  cotton,  provisions,  or 
lumber,  to  those  places  where  we  could  meet  the 
readiest  sale  for  them;  and  had  never  raised  an 
objection  to  our  returning  with  the  products  or 
manufactures  of  Europe,  or  of  the  East  or  West 
Indies.  It  was  the  carrying  trade  alone  which 
was  the  subject  of  difference.  '  A  trade  so  slightly, 
if  at  all,  connected  with  agriculture,  that  the  con- 
nexion, such  as  it  was,  old  not  merit  notice  in 
discussing  the  present  question.  It  was  that 
trade  which  carried  the  products  of  one  foreign 
country  to  another,  which  relieved  France,  Spain^ 
and  Holland,  from  the  pressure  of  war.  by  carry- 
ing on  a  trade  for  them  which  they  could  no  long- 
er carry  on  for  themselves — which  carried  the 
coffee  and  sugar  of  Batavia  and  the'  West  India 
islands,  to  the  respective  mother  countries  in 
Europe,  thereby  reheying  them  from  the  neces- 
sity of  convoy,  and  the  expense  of  maintaining 
lar^e  fleets.  This  was  the  trade,  he  said,  upon 
whicb'Great  Britain  had  committed  depredations. 
It  was  not  the  home  trade,  in  articles  of  our  own 
produce  or  for  our  own  consumption ;  but  a  for- 
eign trade,  in  foreign  articles,  for  foreign  markets, 
and  for  foreign  use.  It  was  the  colonial  trade 
which  France^  Spain,  and  Holland,  monopolized 
to  themselves  in  times  of  peace,  but  which  they 
could  not  command  in  time  of  war,  and  had. 
therefore,  permitted  us  to  barry  it  on  for  their  bene^ 
fit.  It  was  a  trade,  therefore,  totally  unconnected 
with  agriculture,  and  enjoyed  by  a  few  mer- 
chants only;  and  it  remained  with  the  Amer- 
ican people  to  determine  whether,  for  its  protec- 
tion, they  would  inyolve  the  agricultural  interest, 
and  the  revenues  of  the  country,  in  those  em- 
barrassments which  would  necessarily  ensue, 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  flattered 
himself  that  the  people  would '  inquire,  and  that 
they  would  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  deceived 
by  the  misrepresentations  which  had  gone  abroad. 
The  question  was  deeply  interesting  to  them,  and 
he  wished  them  to  examine  it  in  all  its  bearings. 
The  resolution,  he  said,  embraced  two  points ; 
the  one  related  to  the  carrying  trade ;  the  other 
to  the  impressment  of  American  seamen.  The 
latter  Imd  always  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety 
to  him.  No  man  in  America  had  denlored  the 
evil  more  than  he  did,  and  none  should  be  more 
ready  to  apply  the  remedy,  when  an  effectual 
remedy  could  be  devised.  To  him,  however,  it 
was  a  matter  of  no  little  surprise,  that  gentleman 
had  so  long  slept  upon  a  suoject  on  which  they 
now  appeared  to  manifest  so  mucn  zeaL  He  htm- 
idf  twice  proposed  measurea  with  a  view  to  ob- 
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tain  redress,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  carry  them 
through  the  House.  Gentlemen,  who  now  zeal- 
ously volunteered  their  services,  rendered  him 
no  assistance  then.  At  the  last  session  he  had 
introduced  a  bill  on  the  subject,  and  such  were 
the  variety  of  objections  to  it,  that  it  was  com- 
mitted and  recommitted  several  times.  Difficul- 
ties presented  themselves  from  all  quarters;  altera- 
tions and  amendments  innumerable  were  adopted, 
until  finally  it  was  shuffled  through  the  House, 
in  so  imperfect  a  state  that  it  was  not  worth 
the  time  which  had  been  spent  on  it.  Strong 
measures  were  not  then  the  order  of  the  day,  nor 
would  they  be  now,  if  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  was  the  only  ground  of  coroolaint. 
Great  Britain  has  pursued  this  practice  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  past,  but  these  patriotic  mer- 
chants, who  are  now  so  clamorous,  presented  you 
with  no  memorials  on  the  subject.  No,  sir.  It 
is  the  carrying  trade  alone^  which  has  covered 
your  tables  wim  the  memorials  of  the  merchants, 
because  their  interests  are  affected,  and  it  is  out 
of  this  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  grown.  Although  I  do  not  ' 
admit  the  correctness  of  the  principle  assumed  by 
Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  carrying  trade, 
yet  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  with  me  it 
IS  an  object  of  secondary  importance  only,  when 
compared  with  the  other  violations  of  our  flag, 
in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

Why,  Sir.  Chairnaan,  is  the  carrying  trade  a 
secondary  consideration  only  ?  Because  the  de- 
predations committed  on  it,  do  not  affect  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  our  citizens,  nor  our  trade  in  our 
own  products,  or  in  the  products  of  foreign  na- 
tions for  our  own  use ;  but  all  these  are  affected, 
deeply  affected^  by  the  impressment  of  pur  seamen. 
It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  this  interruption  of 
the  carrying  trade  was  peculiarly  hostile,  because 
it  struck  at  bona  Jide  American  property.  In 
many  cases  this  is  true,  but  in  many  I  believe  it 
is  not  true;  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  for- 
eign property  is  covered  by  our  flag.  Admit- 
ting, however,  that  it  is  always  American  pro- 
perty, vet  all  seizures  of  this  are  not  considered 
acts  01  hostility.  It  is  conceded  by  all  that  the 
direct  trade,  between  the  colony  and  the  mother 
country,  cannot  be  carried  on  in  neutral  bottoms. 
If,  therefore,  a  cargo  of  suear  or  coffee  were  pur- 
chased at  a  French  island,  it  would  thereby  be* 
come  bona  Jide  American  property;  but  by  otir 
own  acknowledgments  it  could  not  be  carried 
directly  to  France ;  nor,  if  it  was  French  property, 
could  it  be  carried  in  our  vessels,  as,  in  1794,  we 
surrendered  the  principle  that  "  free  ships  make 
free  good^."  Seeing  then,  that  we  could  not  carry 
on  the  direct  trade  between  the  colony  and  the 
mother  country,  even  when  the  property  had  be- 
come American  by  purchase,  and  that  we  could 
not  cover  French  property  under  our  flag,  a  new 
method  was  invented  by  our  merchants  to  evade 
these  regulations.  They  went  to  the  West  Indies^ 
purchased  their  cargoes  there,  returned  with  them 
to  this  conntry^nd  then  reshipped  them  and  car- 
ried them  to  France,  and  Spain,  and  Holland^ 
thereby  yielding  them  very  important  attiafanee 
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in  their  warfare  against  Great  Britain.   This.  Mr. 
N.  said,  was  the  new  principle  against  which  Great 
Britain  contended,  and  although  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  acknowledge  the  correctness  of  her  pro- 
ceedings, yet  he  was  ropre  unwilling  to  sustain 
our  right  at  the  expense  of  so  much  injury  as 
we  should  incur  by  adopting  the  proposed  re- 
solution.   Negotiation,  be  said,  ougnt  to  be  re- 
sorted to  ;  if  that  failed,  then  indeed,  commercial 
restrictions  might  be  imposed,  but  not  such  restric- 
tions as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his 
friends  advocated.    Those,  although  they  might 
wound  Britain,  would  inflict  a  stilldeeper  wound 
on  ourselves.    It  was  known  that  our  Minister  at 
the  Coort  of  London  had  the  subject  under  his 
immediate  attention,  and  we  had  reason  to  expect 
that  he  would  succeed  in  an  amicable  settlement 
of  our  differences. '  Mr.  Kin^  had  formerly  remon- 
strated against  similar  practices  by  British  cruisers, 
and  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General  of  England, 
transmitted  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  fully  recognised 
the  justice  ut  our  pretensions.    No  treaty,  how- 
ever, was  made,  and  until  a  treaty  is  entered  into, 
regulating  all  our  commercial  relations,  we  can- 
not expect  that  our  trade  will  be  free  from  embar- 
raKdnents.    The  points  in  difference  now  between 
the  two  Governments,  are  fair  objects  of  negotia- 
tion*   The  admissions  of  Lord  Hawkesbury.  in 
bis  correspondence  with  Mr.  King,  give  us  a  fair 
claim  on  the  British  Government;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  yield,  provided  the  intemperance 
of  our  language  and  our  conduct  does  not  furnish 
them  with  a  pretext  still  to  resist. 

What,  I  ask,  will  be  the  effect  of  this  resolution 
on  Great  Britain?  She  will  either  disregard  it, 
under  the  conviction  that  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselves  than  upon  her, 
and  that  therefore  we  cannot  persist  in  it ;  or,  in- 
flamed by  the  threats  contained  in  it,  and  by  those 
used  by  its  advocates  on  this  floor,  she  will  con- 
sider it  as  cause  of  war.  •  Will  it  not  be  good 
cause  of  war,  when  professing  peace*  you  use  the 
language  of  intimidation,  and  the  mover  of  the 
measure  tells  you,  he  brandishes  a  dagger  in  his 
hand  with  which  he  means  to  stab  her  to  the 
▼itals?  [Mr.  Gbegq  said,  he  did  not  say  so.]  Mr. 
N  cootiuued  :  it  may  not  be  found  in  the  gentle- 
mail's  speech,  but  I  find  it  m  my  notes,  and  I 
believe  tney  are  as  correct  as  those  of  the  steno- 
grapher. .  [Mr.  Greqo  explained,  and  said  he  did 
not  use  the  word  dagger.]  Mr.  N.  said  it  was  of 
DO  importance,  what  the  mstrument  was,  whether 
a  sword,  a  dagger,  or  a  knife,  if  he  was  to  touch 
the  vitals.  It  was  a  figurative  expression,  and 
the  gentleman  might  select  either  of  the  figures 
which  he  preferred.  He  himself  bad  used  the 
word  dagger,  supposing  it  the  most  appropriate, 
and  the  most  congenial  to  the  gentleman's  own 
mind.  [Mr.  Grego  said  he  would  take  some 
other  opportunity  uf  explain  in?.]  Mr.  N.:  The 
gentleman  declared  the  measure  was  calculated 
to  stab  Great  Britain  in  her  vitals.  I  appeal  to 
the  Committee  if  such  is  not  their  recollection. 
The  gentleman  himself  does  not  d^ny  it;  he  only 
says  he  did  not  u^e  the  word  dagger.  But  if 
Great  Britain  believes  thai  we  can  persist  in  iij 


and  sees  that  wcr  are  determined  to  sostain  her 
enemy  against  her,  and  to  stab  her  in  her  viiabL 
she  will  consider  it  as  cause  of  war  mad  will 
make  war. 

Are  gentlemen  prepared,  then,  to  haard  these 
consequences?  Are  they  ready  to  go  to  war  for 
the  protection  of  this  carrying  trade,  in  which  the 
great  bulk  of  the  nation  have  no  interest  ?  I  ven- 
ture to  assert  that  oineteen-twentieths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  have  no  interest  whatever  in 
tbe  trade  for  which  we  are  now  about  to  contend. 
Ode  consolation,  however,  yet  remains:  let  this 
House  receive  tne  measure  as  favorably  as  tfaer 
may,  the  people  will  condemn  it,  when  they  feel 
its  consequences.  We  may  run  headlong  into  war, 
but  we  shall  not  have  the  trouble  of  carrying  it  on. 
Thepeople  will  supply  our  places  with  other  rep- 
resentatives: they  will  not  so.  readily  fixgire  na. 
I  trust  in  God  they  will  not. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.Caown- 
iNSBiELn)  thinks  the  measure  will  not  lead  to  war; 
but  if  he  believed  it  would,  this  would  be  no  ob- 
jectioa  with  him  to  the  resolution — he  would  still 
vote  for  it.  We  can  convert  our  vessels,  he  ssya, 
into  privateers,  and  can  capture  two  or  three  Brit- 
ish vessels  for  one  of  our  own  that  will  be  lost. 
How,  I  ask.  is  this  to  benefit  the  farmer  or  the 
planter  t  What  proportion  of  these  profiu  is  to 
go  into  their  pockets?  The  gentleman  may  vest 
his  capital  in  privateers,  and  may  make  a  fortune. 
Here,  sir,  he  plays  the  merchant  again.  What- 
ever the  effect  may  be  on  the  great  bodj  of  tbe 
people,  he  is  Shylock  still.  The  nation  may  bleed 
at  every  pore,  but  he  will  have  bis  pound  oi  flesh. 
This  privateering  business,  however,  will  not  do. 
Great  Britain  has  eight  hundred  shtpaH>f-^war,aad 
it  ouf  ht  to  be  remembered  that  she  can  fit  out  as 
many  privateers  as  we  cap.  Bat,  sir,  the  idea  of 
our  meeting  Great  Britain  en  the  ocean  is  too 
ludicrous  to  he  repelled  by  serious  argument.  M  j 
friend  from  Virginia  has  gived  the  best  snsarer  to 
it,  in  his  presort |>tion  of  a  straight*«aistctMUf  a 
dark  room,  depletion,  and  water-gruel.  It  is  just 
as  absurd  as  to  talk  of  fitting  out  a  privateec  to 
fight  a  seventy-four. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  another 
measure  in  reserve  to  wound  Britain.  He  tells 
us  we  must  confiscate  the  nuhlic  debt.  This  is  a 
strange  doctrine  for  meh  who  talk  so  much  of  na- 
tional honor.  I  have  always  believed  it  mo^t  fam- 
orable  to  pay  our  debts,  instead  of  swindling  oar 
credi!ors.  My  determination,  however,  has  long 
since  been  taken  on  this  point.  I  will  never  con- 
sent to  lay  my  hands  upon  the  public  debt,  bat  for 
the  purpose  of  (airly  extinguisbiag  it.  Let  our 
conflict  with  Great  Britain  proceed  to  what  length 
it  may,  I  will  never  lend  my  aid  tu  defraud  her 
subjects  of  that  debt,  for  the  payment  of  which 
the  national  faith  is  solemnly  pledged.  Theaa* 
tion  may  do  it,  hut  if  it  be  once  done,  the  viola- - 
lions  of  the  national  honor,  which  are  now  so 
loudly  complained  of,  will  weigh  but  an  atom  in 
the  scale,  when  compared  with  the  blow  yon  your* 
selves  will  level  at  your  own  honor.  lou  will 
set  you*9*'lves  up  as  a  rare  and  modern  example 
otUk^PumeafideSyhi  yoa  will ao effectually  blast 
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your  er«4Ui  ttmt  I  vesliaee  to  affirm  jr«a  will  make 
00  more  ioaiiB.  Had  i  millions  to  lend,  i  would 
Boi  irnst  yott  with  a  dollar. 

To  justify  tiie  meaMire  now  proposed,  we  are 
referred  to  the  years  1793  and  1794 ;  and  because 
a  resolution  some  what  similar  to  tiie  present  was 
tiieQ  8d4»p4ed,  aAd  bad  well  aigh  p«seed  into^^a  law, 
we  are  called  upon  to  aaBctioo  that  wbieh  ift  now 
bpfore  ue*  But  will  geoUeitien  undertake  to  sat 
that  ow  situation  «i  this  time  will  justify  w^u 
measures  as  were  adopted  then  ?  Will  tbey  pre- 
tend that  wo  bave  now  the  same  gronnds  for  boe- 
tility  agaiast  Britain)  or  that  the  two  periods  c»n 
be  Gompared  with  eaob  other  1  What  wae  our 
situation  in  1793  aod  179i?  We  had  made  a 
treaty  in  the  year  1783  with  Great  Britain*  Ten 
years  after,  sometof  t^  mo^t  iraportaac  stipnlatioos 
on  her  pMt  were  unfolfiHed.  8he  betd  pledged 
herself  ti)  restof  e  toour  eitizensan  immeaseamouni 
of  property  which  h«4l  been  takea  from  them.  -She 
bad  engaged  to  piu  us  in  possession  of  the  west- 
ern poets.  Willi  neither  of  these  engageaMots 
bad  she  then  complied.  Year  after  year  she  was 
active  in  kindling  a  deslruotire  war  iijpon  ourfron- 
tier^  and  had  let  loose  the  sarages  of  the  wilder- 
ness oppo  our  peaceable  citizens.  The  Algerioes 
too  were,  at  the  iastigation  uf  Britain,  committlag 
depredations  on  our  oammerce;  and.  in  addition 
to  all  this,  she  directed  a  blow  at  oar  trade,  more 
iajurious  than  that  which  is  now  complained  of: 
fur  she  ordered  her  cruisers  to  oapture.  all  vessels 
ladea  with  prorisioas  going  to  the  French  colo- 
nies, or  retucniag  from  them  with  the  products  of 
those  colooies  un  hoard.  Then  it  was  that  the 
meaiiure  alluded  to  was  adopted  by  aae  branch  of 
the  Lc^gieiaiureyaiid  it  is  most  certain  that  we  had 
cauae  enough  to  go  to  war.  But  ie  our  eitaatioa 
at  all  sinaUar  now  ?  Hare  we  any.  of  those  out- 
lages  to  complain  of  at  this  dmel  Not  one»  A 
part  of  oar  tfiule,  it  is  truej  is  affected,  bat  it  ia  that 
part  which  is  the  least  interesting  to  the  nation. 
Whan  I  say  this,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  belieted 
that  1  aiiBi  willing  to  abandon  it,  or  that  I  meaa  to 
p»Uiate  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  My  only 
oli^ject  i»  to  show,  thft,  for  tUs  cairying  trade^  we 
ought  not  to  bring  upon  ourscdras  the  calamities 
of  war,  Dor  to  pursue  a  line  of  conduct,  whbb, 
though  it  ma]f  affect  Great  Britain,  will  pperate 
much  mote  injurioosly  upon  oUr  own  oooatry. 

It  is  said,  howerer^  that  the  menaare  will  om 
lead  to  wa/.  This  t  am  willing  to  grant,  fur  arr 
gumaat'»  aake»  Let  us,  tb^n,  take  it  in  the  moat 
fiiYocable  point  of  ?iew  in  whiah  it  can  be  pre- 
sented, aud  inquire  into  its.€onse^uenees. 

Buppoea  Britain  does  not  consider  it  a  cause 
of  war,  but  rhat>  nerertheless,  instead  of  relax- 
ing In  ber  sy^pm,  she  should  obstinately  persist 
in  It.  Genj^men  seem  to  have  looked  at  only  one 
side  of  the  question,  and  appear  to  have  forgotten 
that  evor  J  question  has  two  sides  to  it.  In  therr 
anxiety  to  to  jure  Britain,  they  have  not  attended 
to  Uie  efffcts  which  their  prupoMitioa  is  calculated 
to  produce  at  home.  Should  she  persist,  in  what 
manner  are  we  to  be  afiecied  by  the  proposed 
mea»or)e?  Let  us  see  bow  it  i*  to  ofierate  on  the 
lereoiiaw    And  b^en  i^  would  be  well  io  lamiod 


gentlemen  that  almost  the  whole  of  our  revenoa 
is  derived  from  the  duty  paid  oa  the  iroportatioa 
of  foreign  merchattdise,  and  that  this  duty  annit* 
ally  amount*  to  eleren  inillions  eight  hundred  aad 
fifty  thousand  dollars* 

Our  imports  from  Great  Britain  amount  annually 
to  ......  927.400,000 

Prom  the  British  Bast  Indies  to  •  3,500,000 
Prom  the  British  West  Indies  to      -      4,570,000 

Prom  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  Canada,  to     -       -       -       -        540,000 

Making  in  the  whole         -       -  936,010,000 

It  is  uncertain  how  much  is  exported, 
but  say- 6,010,000 

Leaving  for  importationa  -       -  ^30,000,000 

The  revenue  on  which,  as  appears  by  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeary,  amounts  to  fiva 
millions  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dol* 
lars,  or  very  little  less  than  oae-half  of  our  whola 
rereoue  derived  from  import. 

The  gentleman  froui  PennBylvania(Mr.  Gaaoo) 
thou|[ht  he  had  gained  an  immense  triumph,  la 
showing  that  I  had  been  guilty  of  an  error  in  stat- 
ing the  average  duty  on  importations  from  Brttaia 
at  twenty  per  cent.,  which  he  says  is  not  mora 
thaa  fourteen  per  cent;  It  ought  to  be  remem* 
bered  that  i  did  not  pretend  to  speak  with  accu- 
racy ;  for  when  I  made  a  few  observations  prefs«* 
log  a  resolution  which  I  submitted  some  timesine^ 
I  bad  no  docuoMats  ijrok  which  a  calculation  could 
be  made.  I  sappoeed  that  the  importations  from 
Britaiu  might  amount  to  twenty  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and,  taking  the  arerage  duty  at  twenty 
per  cent.,  said  five  millions  of  revenue  would  be 
affected.  Does,  however.  th«  detection  of  the  error 
change  the  result?  It  does  not;  for  it  appeare, 
by  the, report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryi 
that  the  revenue  derived  from  this  source  is  i^wB 
miUious  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dol* 
Isbrs,  which  is  more  than  I  stated  it  at.  Is  alt  tbia, 
then ,  to  be  put  to  hazard  1  Are  we  to  cast  it  upon 
the  ocean  of  uneertaioty,  without  helm  or  chart? 
And  for  what  ?  To  protect  that  trade  from  wh ioh 
the  revenue  is  derived  ?  No,  sir.  To  protect  that 
trade  which  carries  our  own  products  to  market 
and  brings  homie  in  return  the  articles  of  our  coo* 
sumption?  No,  air;  but  to  protect  a  trade  iater- 
esting  oalv  to  a  few  merchants,  and,  I  repeat  it 
again,  totally  uninteresting  to  more  than  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  ihe  people  of  this  country.  Gentle- 
men auk,  Will  you  not  assist  the  merchant  ia 
recovering  his  [Mroperty?  I  answer,  Yea,  most 
willingly,  but  not  at  ihis  expanse.  I  will  not  com- 
mit to  chance  nearly  one-naif  of  the  revenue  of 
the  nation,  which  we  have  already  pledged  for  the 
fair  and  honorable  discharge  of  the  public  debt. 
Sir,  when  I  said, some  days  ago,  that  nve  milliona 
of  the  revenue  would  be  (iffe^ed  by  this  measure, 
L  was  understood  by  some  to  have  stated'  that  it 
would  be  dimim$hed  to  the  amount  of  five  mil- 
lions. This,  however,  was oot  my  statement ;  for 
1  well  knew  thiU  it  waa  not  in  the  power  of  hii- 
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man  inffenaity  to  calealate  the  extent  to  which  it 
would  be  affected.  Bat,  by  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  goods  from  the  only  conntry  that  coald 
farnish  all  of  them,  yoa  would  thereby  hazard  the 
whole  reireDue  derired  from  them,  and  a  part  of 
it  would  certainly  be  lost.  What  amount  would 
be  lost,  I  did  not  pretend  to  say ;  I  do  not  now 
pretend  to  say ;  it  is  beyond  my  reach ;  but  that 
a  considerable  amount  would  be  lost,  seemed  to  be 
admitted  by  ererybody,  except  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  who  said  we  should  not  lose 
a  dollar. . 

[Mr.  Crowninsbielo  explained,  by  obsenring 
that  he  had  said  the  measure  would  not,  in  his 
opinion,  affect  the  revenue  beyond  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  the  gentleman  had  now  reduced  it  to 
one  dollar.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.NiGBOLSON,  the  gentleman  declared, 
when  he  was  addressing  you  on  the  resolution,  that 
he  had  before  stated  he  did  not  belieTe  the  reve- 
nue would  be  diminished  one  million  of  dollars, 
but  that  he  bad  since  thought  it  would  not  be  di- 
minished a  single  dollar.  He  now  goes  back,  how- 
ever, to  his  million,  and  this  is  the  difficulty  which 
constantly  presen  ts  itselff.  None  of  us  can  tell  how 
much  the  revenue  will  be  diminished,  though  every 
one  acknowledges  to  a  very  great  extent.  My  fear 
18,  that  the  loss  will  be  equal,  at  least,  to  two  or 
three  millions.  How  strange  are  the  arguments 
offered  to  us  I  One  gentleman  tells  you  yon  ought 
to  protect  commerce,  because  we  derive  oar  rev- 
enue from  it;  and  yet,  in  the^same  moment,  he 
advocates  a  measure  which  he  admits  is  to  destroy 
a  large  amount  of  that  very  revenue  he  is  so 
desirous  of  protecting.  Another  calls  on  you  to 
protect  the  revenue,  and  warns  you  against  direct 
taxes,  whilst  his  favorite  measure  (by  destroying 
a  considerable  amount  of  revenue)  renders  direct 
taxes  necessary.  I  warn  those  gentlemen,  in  my 
torn,  against  direct  taxes.  Let  them  take  care 
that  they  do  not,  by  agreeing  to  this  resolation, 
eompel  the  nation  to  resort  to  those  taxes,  which 
they  say  was  the  rock  upon  which  the  former  Ad- 
ministration split.  Let  them  remember  that  the 
direct  tax  for  two  millions  of  dollars  only,  which 
was  laid  eight  years  ago,  is  not  yet  received  into 
the  Treasury.  Will  they,  by  adopting  this  meas- 
ure, and  thereby  reducing  the  revenue^  drive  Uk 
into  excise  duties  as  a  sabstitate  ?  They  ought  to 
leeolleet  that  this,  too,  was  once  a  favorite  scheme 
of  raising  revenue,  though  not  a  very  fortunate  or 
a  rery  popular  one,  as  some  gentlemen  on  the  other 
•ide  of  the  Houae  can  testify.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
Ihey  at  least  will  not  be  very  willing  to  barn  their 
infers  with  it  a  second  time.  They  have  their 
exnerienee  on  this  point.  But,  when  gentlemen 
eall  apon  us  to  agree  with  them  in  a  measure  which 
they  admit  will  considerably  diminish  the  reve- 
nue, (though  they  cannot  calculate  the  extent,) 
why  do  they  not  tell  us  what  they  intend  to  pro- 
pose as  a  subatitutel  I  want  to  see  their  ways 
and  means  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  Until 
they  show  us  these,  I,  for  one,  will  not  consent  to 
eat  off  our  present  resou  roes.  Are  we  to  borrow  ? 
It  will  not  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  talk  of  borrow- 
ing.and  of  eqnfiaeatioa  in  tlie  aaoie  bicMh.    We 


shall  find  nobody  to  trust  us ;  and  if  we  could,  we 
most  still  find  the  ways  and  means  of  paying. 

Let  us,  however,  pursue  this  resolution  tbroo^h 
all  iu  effects,  and  still  continue  to  consider  it  in 
as  favorable  a  point  of  view  as  its  best  friends  can 
wish  for ;  let  it  be  admitted,  that  we  can  procare 
from  other  countries  all  those  articles  which  we 
prohibit  the  importation  of  from  Great  Britain, 
and  of  course  that  the  revenue  will  not  be  dimin- 
ished at  ail.  It  may  yet  be  worth  while  to  inqnire, 
whether  the  necessary  consequences  that  must 
follow,  will  not  operate  most  injuriously  upon  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  say  nothing  ^ 
the  great  difficulty  which  the  im|>orting  merchants 
must  experience  in  changing  their  courrc  of  trade^ 
ffom  that  channel  in  which  it  has  been  aeeo»- 
tomed  to  flow  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years;  ap- 
pointing new  agents,  and  forming  new  corres- 
pondence apon  9ie  continent  of  Rurope,  and  the 
absolute  iibplossibility  of  obtaining  the  same  cre- 
dit there,  that  they  enjov  in  England ;  these  are 
minor  considerations.  But,  sir,  let  us  ioqoire 
whether  the  merchants  and  the  agriculturists  wiJi 
experience  no  loss  from  this  change.  We  export 
annually  to  Great  Britain,  of  domestic  produce, 
more  than  thirteen  and  an  half  millions  of  dollars, 
and  to  her  colonial  possessions  more  than  six  mil- 
lions, making  in  the  whole  upwards  of  twenty 
millions  of  dollars ;  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world  we 
export,  in  domestic  produce,  only  about  nineteen 
and  an  half  millions  of  dollars.  From  Great  Bri- 
tain we  get  her  manufactores  in  exchange  for 
our  produce,  and  it  is  said  that  we  can  procure 
the  same  articles  from  other  countries;  this  is 
admitted  for  argament'aake;  but  those  other  coon- 
tries  will  not  purchase  our  domestic  prodoce,  they 
do  not  want  it ;  it  must  therefore  still  go  to  Great 
Britain,  and  her  colonies,  if,  indeed,  they  will  re- 
ceive it;  and  it  must  there  be  sold.  What  then 
will  be  the  state  of  the  case?  We  shall  annually 
have  in  England,  for  produce  sold  there,  and  for 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  bv  the  colonies,  more 
than  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  this  som  most 
be  sent  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  to  pav  for  the 
goods  wie  purchase  there.  I  now,  theretore,  ask 
gentlemen  if  they  have  calculated  the  effects  of 
forcioji  this  hurge  sum  out  of  its  natural,  or  rather 
out  ofits  habitual  channel  ?  Have  thev  calcula- 
ted the  effect  to  be  produced  on  exchange,  by 
sending  annually  from  England  more  than  twenty 
miUions  of  dollars,  over  and  above  the  customary 
remittances  ?  Let  thehi  look  to  a  late  occorrence  : 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  lately  to  be  re- 
mitted from  England,  to  pay  the  British  troops  on 
the<oontinent,  and  it  was  necessarily  done  by  biUs 
of  exchange.  It  was,  as  ours  will  be,  a  transac- 
tion out  of  the  ordinary  course ;  and  I  am  well 
informed  that  it  had  the  immediate  effiM-t  to  raise 
the  rate  of  exchange  fifteen  per  cent.  The  State 
of  Maryland,  within  the  last  year,  had  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  England  to  be  be  remit* 
ted  to  this  country,  and  even  for  this  small  amount 
the  State  was  obliged  to  pay  one  per  cent,  above 
par.  Am  I  not,  then,  folly  warranted  in  saying, 
that  when  the  American  merchants  will  annually 
have  in  England  more  than  twelve  milikMis  oif 
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doUara,  to  Im  remitted  to  tbe  contiDent,  to  be  foreed 
out  of  its  ordioary  course,  into  new  and  eztrao^ 
.  dinary  cbaooels,  -tbat  it  will  raise  tbe  prioe  of  ex- 
chaoge,  at  lefist,  from  six  to  ten  per  cent.,  and  tbat, 
therefore,  au  auaual  loes  will  be  inciirred,  from 
twelire  bandred  tbousaud  to  two  miUious  of  dol-' 
lars  ?  Tbis  loss  will  not  fall  upon  those  who  con- 
sume your  produefs  in  Englaad,.nor  I  believe  upon 
your  own  merchants  who  buy  it  here ;  for,  when 
they  are  making  their  purchases  here,  they  will 
calculate  the  losses  they  are  to  suntain  abroad,  and 
these  will  be  considered  in  tbe  prices  which  they 
will  pay  ;  the  necessaryr  consequence  therefore  is^ 
that  the  price  of  American  produce  must  sink  in 
proportion  to  tbis  great  loss,  and  that  the  loss  will, 
of  CO  vse,  fall  upon  American  agricttlture. 

Again,  sir,  as  to  ibe  effect  npon  tbe  market  for 
American  produce.  We  send  to  England  and  her 
colonies  large  quantities  of  our  native  productions ; 
i  will  instance  cotton  alone.  In  1805,  we  exported 
to  England  25,770,000  pounds  of  cotton,  Valued  at 
$6,184,979  j  in  1805,  it  would  be  still  more,  be- 
cause in  1804,  we  exported  to  Liverpool,  78,253 
bales,  and  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year 
1805,  tbe  export  to  Liverpool  was  93.614  bales; 
thus,  it  appears  that  England  is  a  great  and  in- 
creasing market  for  our  cotton.  We  import  from 
England  all  the  cotton  goods  we  use,  excjbpt  the 
white  and  stained  cottons  whieh  come  from  the 
East  Indies.  By  diminishing  the  importation  of 
these  fabrics,  we  of  course  diminish  the  demand 
for  our  own  cotton;  for  nothing  is  mora  clear, 
than  that  as  soon. as  we  refuse  to  imj^rt  her  cot'- 
ton  manufactures,  she  must  refuse  to  buy  oi  us 
the  raw  matifrial  out  of  which  they  are  made. 
The  consequence  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  our  cotton,  to  the  amount,  probably  of  fifty  or 
one  hundred  per  cent.  With  some,  however, 
this  reduction  m  the  price  may  not  be  very  objec- 
tionable; I  mean  with  those  .merchants,  who  are 
trading  to  India  with  large  capitals,  and  who  tell 
you  they  can  furnish  u^  with  cotton  goods  from 
thence.  For  these  men  say  as  aoon  as  cotton  can 
be  bought  in  this  country  at  twelire  and  an  half 
or  fifteen  cents  per  pouod,  it  will  become  a  eood 
export  to  India  as  a  substitute  for  mooey.  Now, 
however  agreeable  it  may  be,  to  these  merchants 
to  increase  their  fortunes,  by  reducing  the  price  of 
cotton,  I  imagine  it  will  not  be  very  favorably 
considered  by  the  planters  of  the^  Southern  States, 
who  send  their  cotton  to  Eoffland,  and  sell  it  from 
twenty 'five  to  sixty  cents.  This  is  one  of  the  ef- 
fects to  be  produced  on  the  Southern  States,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  considers  them  more 
iateresied  in  tbis  measure  than  the  others.  This 
may  be  true,  but  I  mean  to  show  that  the  Middle 
States  are  very  much  interested  in  it  likewise.  1 
do  not  intend  to  notice  the  tobacco  of  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  although  in  this 
article  we  export  to  England,  from  two  and  an 
half,  to  four  and  an  half  millions  of  dollars  an- 
Dually.  We  export  to  the  British  West  Indies, 
in  flour,  corn  meal,  other  provisions,  and  lumber, 
annually,  about  six  millions  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. We  reed  ve  in  return  rum,  sugar,  and  coffee, 
to  tlie  amount  of  four  and  an  half  millions  ot  dol- 


lars ;  the  remainder  partly  in  specie,  but^princtpally 
in  bills  of  exchange  on  England.  If  we  refuse  to 
take  these  four  millions  and  an  half,  in  tbe  pro- 
ducts of  these  islands,  can  the  West  Indian  planter 
purchase  our  articles  at  as  high  a  price  as  ne  now 
pays  for  them  ?  Certainly  Jiot,  and  the  inevita- 
ble effect  will  be  to  reduce  the  value  of  all  those 
products  which  are  ahe  growth  of  tbe  Middle 
States.  Iq  fact,  it  may  be  said  generally,  that 
when  you  prohibit  the  importation  into  thiscoun* 
try  of  all  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain,  you  thereby  diminish 
their  ability  to  purchase  the  products  of  our  own 
country,  lor  which  Great  Britain  furnishes  a 
greater  market  than  all  the  rest  of  tbe  world  be- 
sides. Tbe  more  extensive  the  prohibition,  the 
more  extensive  the  injury  to  ourselves. 

I  have  examined  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  under  three  different 
views:  First.  That  the  manner  in  which  ft  it 
expressed,  together  with  the  language  of  those 
who  supported  it,  would  be  calculated  to  produce 
war.  Secondly.  That,  by  adopting  it,  we  should 
hazard  nearly  one-half.of  our  revenue,  a  consid- 
erable part  of*^  which  would  be  lost.  And  thirdly* 
That  if  neither  of  these  effects  were  produced^  the 
neoessary  consequence  would  be  a  vast  diminu- 
tion in  the  value  of  our  own  products,  which 
would  fall  npon  the  agricultural  part  of  the  com- 
munity alone. 

I  must  now  be  permitted  to  recur  again  to  the 
s^ond  point,  for  the  ]>urpose  of  showing  that  we 
cannot  he  supplied  with  many  important  articlea 
froln  other  nations,  which  we  get  from  Great 
Britain,  and,  of  course,  that  the  whole  of  the  rev* 
enoe  collected  from  these,  will  be  sunk  to  the 
United  States.  I  am*  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the 
difficulty  of  proving,  a  ne^tive — it  can  only  ba 
done  by  examining  the  positions  held  by  your  ad- 
versaries, and  by  showing  the  weakness  of  their 
arguments.  And  here  I  may  be  permitted  to  ex- 
press a  wish,  that  gentleman  who  s^T  we  can  be 
supplied  from  other  countries,  had  onflered  us,  in« 
stead  of  their  opinions,  some  proofs,  some  author- 
ities. Bpt  we  bftve  had  none.  Since  I  offered  a 
resolution,  some  days  ago,  for  a  partial  prohibition 
only,  I  have  been  assailed  by  anonymous  lettna 
ana  anonymous  writers  in  newspapers,  attempting 
to  prove  that  the  ffronnd  which  I  then  took  was 
not  tenable ;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  hare 
found  more  argument  in  them  than  I  have  heard 
on  tbis  floor.. 

My  position,  when  I  submitted  the  resolution 
for  a  partial  prohibition,  was^  that  our  revenue  waa 
derived  from  imposts ;  that  nearly  one-half  of  it 
arose  from  the  articles  imported  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  that  with  a  great  proportion  (in  amount) 
of  these  we  could  not  be  supplied  by  other  nations. 
This  position  I  still  mainuin,  and  will  endeavor 
to  prove  it  by  the  documents  now  on  the  table. 

From  tbe  documents,-  it  appears  that,  althouffh 
we  exported  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  tne 
year  1804.  of  our  domestic  produce,  only^lLTST^ 
000,  yet  tnat  we  imported  trom  these  two  place% 
in  goiods  payiog  the  ad  valorem  duty,  more  than 
double  that  sum^  embracing  with 
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eioeptiom,  ail  the  woollen,  cociob,  liaeo,  silk, 
metal,  eitrtben, glass,  and  paper  tnaDttfaciores, And 
amouDting  to  about  26.000,000  of  dollars.  lo 
tbat  year  we  imported  from  all  the  world  (includ- 
log  Britain  and  lrelaod)io  the  same  kiod  of  goods 
paying  the  ad  valorem  daty      -  $33,772,125 

From  Great  Britain  and  Ireland         -,  26,000,000 

Leaving  this  as  the  amount  of  imports 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  world    -    7,772,125 

Id  the  same  year  we  exported  to  all 
Europe,  ineloding  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  of  domestic  produce    -  23.085^000 

Of  this  we  sent  to  Britain  and  Ire- 
land         11.787.000 

Leaving  for  the  e:qK)rt  to  the  eonti- 
nent  of  Europe       ...       -  1I^8/XX) 

Supposing  the  merchant  to  have  gain* 
ea  for  his  freigbt,^  insoraoee,  risk, 
Ac,  only  thirtv-tliree  and  a  third  per 
eent.,  and  I  believe  it  is  more  rre*  . 
^uently  fifty  per  cent.,  you  mnst  add    3,766,110 


Leaving  this  sum  on  tke  contineol  of 
Europe  at  the  disposal,  of  our 


ChBAtS     - 


-  16.064.110 


Of  these  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  jiboot  one- 
balf  are  sent  to  Eoglaml  by  means  of  bills  of 
aichaage,  to  pay  for  tboae  goods  wbicb  we  get 
from  tMioe.  Now,  is  u  not  faiv  reason,  if  the 
goods  which  we  get  from  Britain  aad  Ireland 
•oOki  be  pnrebasM  on  the  continent,  that  our 
mcrobants  would  supply  themselva  there,  where 
t^  money  is,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble,  ex- 
pense, and  risk,  of  remitting  it  to  Ea  gland  ?  If 
coarse  woollen  cloths,  for  instance,  are  to  be  had 
fiom  Germany,  why  are  they  not  brought  to  us? 
And  is  it  not  an  incontestable  fact  tbat  we  import 
•One  of  ibem  7  It  is,  sir ;  at  least,  such  is  the  in- 
Ibrmation  wbicb  I  have  obtained  from  mercas* 
tile  mien  of  the  first  respectability,  both  on  this 
floor,  and  in  the  large  trading  towns  of  tbe  United 
States.  In  fact,  tbe  information  wbicb  I  have 
loeeived  from  tbem,  gives  the  same  result  as  to 
woolleB, cotton,  metal^and  earthen  manufactures. 
It  appears  impossible  tbat  we  could  be  supplied 
from  the  coatment  of  Europe  Irith  these  articles, 
when  we  could  sell  our  own  products  at  better 
prices,  and  obtain  these  goods  on  better  terms,  by 
cxcbaaging  tbe  one  for  tbe  other  in-  the  same 
market.  The  troth  is,  that  we  get  none  of  them. 
And  why?  Not  because  we  have  not  money  on 
tbe  continent  to  purchase  with,  but  beoasise  tbey 
ise  not  to  be  bad  there. 

I  offer  this  as  a  general  argument  to  meet  the 
asseriioas  of  those  gentlemen,  who  say  tbat  we 
can  be  supplied  elsewhere  than  from  Britain. 

It  has  more  than  once  been  alleged,  thai  we 
can  get  from  Germany  all  the  coarse  woollen  oietbs 
tbat  we  require,  and  Saxony  in  particular  Imui  been 
aaentiened  as  being  capable^  furnishing  a  lat^ 
supply.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  newspaper  contain 
lug  aa  estiaet  from  a  QeiaMa  periodical  work. 


This  extrsct  bss  been  published  for  the  porpoee 
of  showing  that  some  statemenis  heretofore  made 
by  me,  relative  to  the  (Serraan  msmofacfures,  were 
imperfect.    1  do  not  know  tbat  it  is  quite  prod^ot 
lo  notice  in  the  Hotose,  snacks  made  upon  09  ia 
the  newspapers,  but  as  there  is  nothing  personal 
in  this,  and  it  is  said  to  contain  historical  fmets, 
published  at  this  nsioment  for  information,  I  w3l 
venture  to  examiae  it.    What  1  shall  read  wiH  be 
the  extracts  from   the  German  work.    It  sutes 
that  the  **  Electorate  of  Saxony  has  about  two  mft- 
'  lions  of  inhabitants.     It  coMiains  eighty-nine 
'  large  and  small  towns,  the  in  habitants  of  which 
'  principally  subsist  by  tbe  manufacture  of  wooL 

*  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  wooUea 
^  manufactures  are  calculated  at  eighty-five  thoo- 
'  saod.'* 

.  As  Saxony  has  been  selected,  the  ptesuaptios 
is  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  manu- 
facturing States  in  Germany,  and  as  a  fact  of 
very  great  impoKsnee,  it  is  stated  that  eighty-five 
thousand  of  its  inbabiianis  are  employed  to  mann- 
facturing  wooL  Supposing  the  same  preporttos 
to  exist  throQH^out  all  G^aaany,  bettreen  the 
whole  population,  aad  tbat  part  of  it  engaged  ia 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  it  follows  thatlefts  than 
one  twentieth  part  ere  cooeemed  in  this  hraoeb. 
How  then  can  tbe  wooUen  manufiMtures  ia  Ger* 
mtmy  bear  a  comparison'  wltb  those  of  England f 
The  counties  in  EUiglaiid  fin  which  tbe  mami- 
fhctnve  of  wool  Is  most  ettensiTdy  curried  oa, 
are  Lancasier,  Yotk,  WiltS)  Gtoucester,  Somersf^ 
Bflsez,  and  Devonshire ;  and  I  learn  from  a  woriLof 
very  high  authority,  Postlethwuyt^  U Divert 
Dictionary  of  Tmde  and  Commerce,  that  in  the 
perish  Of  Halifrx  only^  in  Yorkshire,  there  are 
upwards  of  one  buodted  thousand  persons  cm- 
pwyed  im  the  manufacture  of  keneys  aloee.  If 
then  in  a  single  parish  this  grctft  number  d  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  manufacturing  one  speoiee 
only  of  coarse  cloths^  what  number  wmy  we  im- 
agioe  are  employed  m  the  Woollen  manafreture 
througbom  England  ?  I  find  from  the  sane  b«- 
thority  that  not  less  than  one  militon  areeagtiged 
i«  the  manufhcture  of  fine  cloths  only,  and  as 
those  of  a  coaiser  kind  are  move  extensively  used, 
I  think  it  fair  to  calenlate  that  two  milhons,  at 
least,  of  the  people  of  England  are  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  woollen  cloths.  This  is  equal 
to  one-fourth  of  their  whole  popuktioo.  What 
then  is  the  consequence?  It  is  this-^-chat  in 
Bngladd  where  onc^fourth  of  the  people  carry  on 
the  manuf<icture  of  wool,  they  can.  not  only  sup- 
ply their  population  of  eight  millions,  but  also 
have  large  quantities  for  exportation ;  while  ia 
G<erreaDy,  where  it  is  carried  on  by  a  twentieth 
part  only,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  they  caa  ex- 
port any,  after  sopplving  their  own  population  of 
about  tweoty-six  millions.  I  do  not  believe,  how* 
ever,  that  they  do  even  supply  their  own  popa-* 
lation,  and  I  think  this  is  proved  by  an  extmct 
from  the  same  German  woi'k,  tbat  I  have  just  read 
from.    "The  British  manufactnrers  (says  thia 

*  German  author)  consider  the  Saxons  as  daagee* 
<  ous  rivals.    British e^nts,  by  making  large  pm^ 

1 '  chases  in  shearing,  raiaed  the  price  m  fine  wool 
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'  ia  Soxooy,  io  1904, 19  per  cent.,  and  of  tbe  eoat • 
'ser  kiods  betwtseD  60  aod  70  per  cent.    They 

*  eodeavored  to  roio  the  Sazoo  manafacturers. 

*  aod  almoat  succeeded.  When  ihe  coarsest  wool 
'  cost  from  four  to  five  riz  dollars,  a  piece  of  coarse 
'  cloth  was  sold  at  13  to  14  riz  dollars.    Now  the 

*  same  Wfx>l  costs,  by  reasoD  of  British  purchases 
'  chieflj,  8  to  9  dollars ;  the  price  of  cloth  ought 
'  tfa«reiore,  to  be  30  rix  dollars,  but  importations 

*  from  England  keep  it  at  16  to  18  riz  dollars." 
What  then  are  the  facts  disclosed  in  this  extract  ? 
They  are  these,  (and  1  consider  them  as  deciding 
the  question,  as  to  tbesapply  of  cloths  to  be  drawn 
from  Gkrmany,)  that  the  British  maoufocturers 
eao  go  into  Sazony,  purchase  op  the  Sazon  wool, 
earry  it  to  England,  manufacture  it  into  cloth, 
return  with  it  again  to  Sazony,  pay  the  duties  with 
double  insurance  apd  double  freight,  aod  after  all, 
can  undersell  the  Saxon  manufacturer  in  his  own 
markets  Again,  sir,  Posllethwayt,  in  his  ralu- 
able  work,  says,  that  in  Leipsic,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  Saxony,  and  certainly  among  the 
XBOst  commercial  in  Qermany^at  their  fairs,  which 
are  held  twice  or  three  times  a  year,  an  immense 
trade  is  carried  on  in  English  cloths.  Iti  addition 
to  this,  I  will  state  further,  that  a  most  respectable 
GerBDan  house  to  wbom  I  applied  by  letter,  say 
in  their  answer,  ^from  the. best  information,  we 

*  ean  collect,  we  learn  that  the  coarse  cloths  wnich 

*  are  made  in  Ckrmany,  are  generally  of  an  indif- 
'  ferent  quality,  and  not  faithfoUy  manufactured." 
Can  it  then  be  said,  after  a  knowledge  of  th«se 
faeta^  that  we  can  be  supplied  from  Germany  with 
those  ^Kiarse  cloths  ^hich  we  now  get  from  Eng- 
land ?  The  finer  ones  I  beiicYe  may  be  had  frtmi 
Fraaee  and  HoUand,  but  not  those  of  a  coarser 
kind. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  this  resolution  as  goinir 
merely  to  a  prohtbitioa-  of  Itrxuries ;  these  I  shafi 
be  willing  to  surrender  as  soon  as  any  inan.  But. 
air,  the  luxury  of  a  substantial  cloth  coat  in  a  cold 
winter's  day,  ot  a  warm  woollen  blanket  in  a  cold 
winter^  night,  I  do  not  wbh  to  see  denied 
to  the  people  of  this  country.  As  to  woollen 
Uankets,  they  manniaciure  none  in  Germany. 
except  those  which  are  called  horse  blanketsl 
Those  f6r  household  ose^  are  all  made  of  cotton, 
and  how  readily  our  habits  can  be  accommodated 
to  theae,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

I  have  thus  endearored  to  show,  with  what  suc- 
cess the  Committee  must  determine,  that,  by 
adopting  this  resolution,  we  hazard  a  war ;  that 
the  course  of  commerce  will  be  materially,  sud- 
denly, and,  therefore,  injnriously  changed;  that 
inasmuch  as  we  cannot  [trocure  from  other  coun- 
tries many  important  articles  with  which  Britain 
supplies  us,  the  revenue  will  be  much  diminished ; 
and  that  the  value  of  our  own  products  will  be 
lessened  to  an  incalculable  amount.  Having  been 
a  considereble  trrae  on  the  floor,  1  feel  extremely 
exhausted,  and  will,  therefore,  close  my  remarks, 
although  it  wa^  my  wish  to  have  said  much 
more  on  this  subject;  particularly  to  point  out 
the  difierent  effects  to  be  produced  by  the  adop* 
tioii  of  the  measure  now  under  discussion,  aod 
that  which  waa  sobmitied  by  myself.    To  my 


own  proposition,  however,  1  am  not  exclusively 
attached.  I  have  thought  and  do  still  ihtnk  it  the 
best  which  has  been  proposed.  This  I  trust  will 
he  the  opinion  of  the  House.  Believing  the  con* 
duct  of  Great  Britain  towards  this  country  not  to 
he  jttsti&ed,  I  am  willing  to  unite  in  such  mea- 
sures as  may  induce  her  to  do  us  justice.  But  I 
will  not  go  to  the  extent  proposed  in  this  resolu- 
tion, becau5e  I  am  persuaded  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselves,  than  upon  those 
whom  we  intend  to  affect  by  it. 

Mr.  Maooic. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  myself 
bound  by  the  call  which  has  been  made  by  three 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  (Messrs.  UReca, 
Smiue,  and  Finolet.)  with  whom  I  have  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  friendship,  a  friendship  on 
my  part  sincere,  to  state  the  reasons  ^hich  will 
govern  my  conduct  on  this  occasion ;  whether  they 
may  be  vatisfactory  to  others  or  not,  they  are  per- 
fectly so  to  me.  That  a  difference  of  opinion  sub- 
sists between  the  members  with  regard  to  the 
measures  best  adapted  to  the  present  crisis  of  our 
affairs,  is  evident  irom  the  number  of  resolutions 
on  your  table.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
liken  this  resolution  to  one  agreed  to  in  1793 ;  but 
are  they  alike?  I  think  not.  That  was  general, 
and  OfMfrated  alike  on  every  part  of  the  Union, 
while  this,  io  my  opinion,  is  special,  and  will  only 
operate  on  one  p^rt  of  the  Union ;  and  this  par- 
tial operation  will  be  severely  felt  by  that  section 
of  the  country  which  I  in  part  represent.  Be- 
sides this  clear  difierence  in  the  two  resolutions, 
will  not  all  the  three  gentlemen  agree  that  there 
is  a  great  and  striking  difference  in  our  affiiirs 
with  Great  Britain — in  1793  and  now?  Her  mo- 
tives may  be  as  unfriendly  now  as  then ;  but  I 
speak  of  ffacts  known  to  all,  not  of  motives ;  she 
tnen  held  the  western  posts, -she  then  detained  an 
immense  property  belonging  to  the  Southern  peo- 
ple, both  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace* 
phe  then  inst%ated  the  Indians  to  war  on  the 
frontiers,  and  then,  as  at  this  time,  impressed  our 
sailors  and  captured  our  vessels ;  besides,  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  not  then  relinquished  the  princi- 
ple^ that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods.  In 
relinquishing  this  principle,  they,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure lost  sight  of  the  carrying  trade,  by  peaceable 
means;  but.  if  gentlemen  wish  to  turn  to  Europe, 
they  will  find  that,  in  1793,  the  treaties  of  Pavia 
and  Pilnitz  were  in  force.  Let  the  facts  which  I 
have  stated  be  compared  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  all  must  confess  that  there  is  a  very  con- 
siwrable  difference.  I  have  said  this  much  to 
show  that  there  is  no  analogy  in  the  facts  of  the 
present  time  and  those  of  1793,  and  that  there  is 
no  change  of  opinion  in  me*  If,  however,  I  am 
mistaken,  it  is  an  honest  mistake. 

This  nation,  in  my  opinion,  must  take  her 
choice  of  two  alternatives;  to  be  happy  and  con- 
tented, without  war,  and  without  internal  taxes; 
or  to  oe  warlike  and  glorious,  abounding  with 
what  is  called  honor  and  dignity,  or  in  other  words 
taxes  and  blood.  If  it  be  the  nrst,  the  people  will 
continue  to  enjoy  that  which  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed — more  privileges  than  has  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  any  nation  with  whose  history  we  are  ac- 
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qaaioted;  they^  will,  as  thev  have  done,  live  plen- 
tifully on  their  farms,  and  such  as  cboosej  will 
carry  on  a  fair  trade,  by  exchangini;  our  surplus 
productions  for  such  foreign  articles  as  we  may 
want.  If  we  take  the  other  ground  we  shall,  I 
fear,  pursue  the  same  career,  wnich  has  nearly,  or 
quite  ruined  all  the  other  nations  of  the  globe. 
Look  at  the  people  of  England,  legally  free,  but 
half  their  time  fighting  for  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  carrying  trade,  and  see 
whether  they  naye  gained  anything  by  all  their 
battles  for  the  nation  except  taxes,  and  these  they 
have  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Look  also  at 
France,  before  the  Revolution,  and  we  shall  see  a 
people  possessing  a  fertile  country  and  fine  cli- 
mate, having  the  honor  to  fight,  and  be  taxed  as 
much  as  they  could  bear,  for  the  glory  and  dig- 
nity of  the  grand  monarque.  Let  us  turn  from 
these  two  great  nations,  and  view  Switzerland 
during  the  same  perioa;  though  not  powerful 
like  the  others,  we  shall  see  the  people  free  and 
happy  without  wars,  contented  at  home,  because 
they  nad  enough  to  live  comfortably  on,  and  not 
overtaxed.  The  history  of  these  three  nations 
ought  to  convince  us  that  public  force  and  lib- 
erty cannot  dwell  in  the  same  country. 

I  mean  not  to  impute  improper  motives  to  any 
one,  nor  to  examine  the  Journal  after  changes, 
though  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  it  thumbed 
over,  from  the  day  1  took  a  seat  in  the  House  to 
the  present,  after  my  name;  and  if,  on  examina- 
tion, it  shall  appear  that  I  have  changed  my  poli- 
tical principles,  or  have  not  uniformly  adhered  to 
them,  I  am  williog  to  bear  the  name  of  a  politi- 
cal hypocrite.  I  have  formerly  been,  on  very 
great  questions,  in  very  small  minorities ;  on  a 
most  important  question,  in  a  minority  not  suffi- 
cient to  command  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  will  say 
no  more  on  this  subject ;  nothing  can  be  more 
disa£[reeable  than  to  talk  about  one's  self,  and 
nothing  could  iustifv  it  but  the  call  which  has 
been  made ;  perhaps  I  have  already  said  too  much 
on  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  say  less. 

The  dispute  with  Great  Britain  is  most  un- 
(juestionably  for  the  carrying  trade ;  a  trade  which 
is  less  benencial  to  the  nation  than  any  other,  and 
a  trade  which  has  produced  most  of  our  disputes 
with  foreign  nations,  and  it  is  the  only  trade  tha( 
requires  expensive  protection.  Will  any  one  con- 
tend that  this  trade  is  half  as  important  as  the 
coasting  trade?  This  cannot  and  will  not  be  con- 
tended, for  every  one  knows  that  the  coasting  is 
the  best  trade.  It  not  only  exchanges  the  pro- 
ducts of  one  part  of  the  nation  for  those  of  an- 
other, but  it  also  tends,  by  making  us  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other,  to  connect  us  more  in- 
timately, and  to  make  every  part  harmonize  for 
the  public  ffood.  The  trade  which  I  consider  the 
next  best  tor  a  nation  to  carry  on,  is  the  direct 
trade  for  home  consumption,  by  which  the  sur- 
plus produce  of  one  country  is  exchanged  for  that 
of  another ;  and  in  this,  as  in  every  branch  of 
trade,  this  great  rule  will  be  adhered  to — buy 
cheap  and  sell  dear  if  you  can.  With  the  coast- 
ing and  direct  trade  agriculture  is  more  nearly 
connected  than  with  any  other.    But  a  nation 


may  be  agricultural  without  being  commercial. 
The  Swiss  cantons  and  Milan  were  of  this  de- 
scription, and  it  may  be  remarked  that  Milan  is 
the  most  populous  country  in  Europe.    China  is 
said  to  be  of  the  same  character ;  but,  as  littJe  is 
known  of  that  country,  I  shall  not  quote  it  to  es- 
tablish a  fact  which  is  clearly  established  by  the 
other  two.    A  country  may  also  be  commercial 
without  being  highly  agricultural,  a^  was  the  case 
with  Venice  and  some  other  European  Powers. 
But  let  us  pursue  that  system  which  our  own  ex- 
perience has  proved  to  be  the  best  for  the  United 
States ;  for,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and  before  this  day,  we  have  had  trying 
times.    It  will  be  rememl>ered,  that  during  the 
French  Revolution,  we  had  complaints  against 
Frapce.    Her  Govern ment  issued  orders  of  wbiek 
we  justly  complained ;  one.  of  them,  I  believe, 
declared  all  the  productions  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  to  be  contraband  of  war ;  this,  if 
executed,  would  have  nearly  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation with  a  nation  with  whom  we  carried  on 
the  greatest  trade.    What  did  we  then  dol    We 
»ent  Ministers  to  France,  with  two  of  whom  she 
refused  to  have  any  intercourse,  but  pretended  to 
be  willing  to  negotiate  with  the  other.    All  the 
Ministers  finally  returned  home,  and  we  took  half 
way  measures  against  her,  which  are  the  worst  of 
all  measures,  and  which  produced  a  sort  of  half 
war,  which  I  believe  injured  us  more  than  her — 
for  besides  the  actual  expense,  which  may  be  esti- 
mated at  not  less  than  $10,000,000,  it  nearly  ruioed 
the  agricultural  people  by  reducing  the  price  of 
produce;  flour  it  reduced  from  twelve  and  four- 
teen dollars  per  barrel  to  six ;  and  tobacco,  from 
ten  and  twelve  dollars  per  hundred  to  three;  and 
it  had  no  doubt  the  same  effect  on  other  arti- 
cles of  exportation.    And  how  were  we  relieved 
from  these  evils  ?    We  again  sent  Ministers,  who 
were  received,  and  they  made  a  treaty.    Besides 
what  has  been  before  stated  of  the  coodoci  of 
Great  Britain,  it  will  not  be  forsotten  that  she 
declared  all  France  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and 
this  order  would  have  cut  off  all  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  her,  who  then  wanted  much  of  oar 
produce.    To  Great  Britain,  also,  a  Minister  was 
sent,  and  he  made  a  treaty.    1  am  now  desirous 
that  the  same  steps  should  be  pursued  before  we 
adopt  decisive  measures.    We  once  laid  an  em- 
bargo, of  which  we  tired.    This  shows  the  nece^ 
sity  of  acting  cautiously^  and  of  taking  no  meas- 
ures which  we  cannot  adhere  to.    All  the  gentle- 
men who  have  supported  the  resolution  now  un- 
der consideration,  have  expressed  doubts  whether 
it  would  produce  greater  effects  on  Britain  or 
ourselves.    This  is  surely  doubting  its  policy,  and 
if  its  policy  be  doubted  by  its  friends,  what  ought 
to  be  the  result  of  our  inquiries,  especially  when 
it  is  believed  that  its  adoption  will  materially  ia* 
jure  one  part  of  the  country,  and  that  part  entire- 
ly agricultural?    Does  the  public  good,  about 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  require  thai  a 
measure  which  its  friends  seem  to  think  of  doubt- 
ful policy,  ought  to  be  adopted,  when  none  can 
doubt  but  it  will  injure,  if  not  sacrifice,  the  real 
interest  of  a  part  of  the  community  ?    Examine 
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the  repprt  of  the  Secret^r^r  of  the  Treasury,  aad 
it  will,  at  one  glance,  show  from  what  quarter  the 
f;reat  export  is  made  to  Qreat  Britain ;  cut  off  the 
imporL  and  you.  will  lessen  the  price  of  the  ex- 
port, if  it  shall  be  exported.  But  we  are  told  that 
we  are  bound  to  protect  commerce,  meaning,  I 
suppose^  that  this  resolution  must  be  adopted. 
Then  it  we  are  really  boand.  and  there  is  no  dis- 
cretion, nothing  of  ex])ediency,  there  is  no  occa- 
sion, for  this  investigation.  But  gentlemen  well 
know,  that  on  every  question,  discretion  may  aAd 
will  be  exercised.  But  have  we  really  dona  noth- 
ing for  commerce  and  navigation?  On  this  sub- 
ject I  can  confidently  appeal  to  those  most  inter- 
ested. What,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present 
Constitution^  nas  made  this  the  second  commer- 
cial nation  m  the  world?  Before  that  we  had 
but  little  claim  to  the  character  of  a  commercial 
people.  Has  not  the  protecting  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vessels,  and  on  goods  imported  in 
them,  produced  the  effect?  They  have  secured 
to  our  vessels  the  carrying  our  own  productions, 
which  encourages  navigation  in  proportion  to 
their  bulk.  Let  gentlemen  inquire  the  number  of 
cargoes  which  tobacco  and  cotton  alone  furnish 
the  American  vessels.  Besides  this  encourage- 
ment given  to  navigation,  has  not  a  law  i>een 
passed  to  favor  the  fisheries,  and  thereby  to  form 
sailors  for  the  use  of  .the  merchant  service  ?  It 
may  be  right  here  to  observe  that  I  neither  ap- 
proved nor  voted  for  that  law,  but  no  attempt  has 
ever  been  made  to  repeal  it.  This  is  the  encour- 
agement by  which,  auring  a  time  of  peace,  we 
have  become  the^econd  commercial  nation  in  the 
world,  and  this  too  in  the  short  space  of  time  since 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution — say,  if 
you  please,  since  the  3d  of  March,  1789,  One 
conseqaenoe,  a  little  curiousj  is  produced  by  this 
encouragement,  which  is  this :  When  Europe  is 
at  p^ice,  the  protecting  duties  prevent  any  com- 
|>etitioa  by  foreign  vessels  to  carry  our  produc- 
tions, and  when  at  war,  so  many  of  our  vessels 
carrv  for  the  belligerent  nations,  that  freight  is 
nearly  as  high  with  us  as  it  is  with  them,  so  that 
what  the  agricultural  people  pay  in  time  of  peace 
to  encourage,  they  lose  the  benefit  of  when  Eu- 
rope is  at  war,  and  whetf  it  is  most  wanted. 

Among  the  arguments  ureed  to  show  the  effect 
of  this  measure  on  Great  firitain,  one  is  that  it 
will  insure  us  a  powerful  aid  in  that  country; 
that  the  British  merchants  and  manufacturers, 
whose  interest  will  bQ  seriously  afiected,  will  give 
you  all  their  assistance.  This  argument  has  been 
completely  answered  by  a  gentleman  from  Geor- 

S'a,  (Mr.  Bablt.)  But  if  gentlemen  really  calcu- 
te  to  make  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
it  seems  to  me  that  a  different  plan  would  pro- 
duce more  effect.  Cut  off  all  intercourse  between 
them  and  us.  and  adhere  to  the  plan  long  enough, 
and  you  will  find  the  merchants  and  manufactu- 
rers of  England,  joined  by.  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  West  Indies,  to  have  the  intercourse  opened. 
The  Assembly  of  Jamaica  have  acknowledged 
that  they  cannot  get  supplies  in  plenty  except 
from  the  United  States;  out  this  plan  would  op- 
erate as  much  on  beef,  pork,  fish,  and  flour,  as  on 


tobacco  or  cotton.  But  this  would  be  too  strong 
for  them,  while  they  are  desirous  to  adopt  a  meas- 
ure which  will  have  the  same  effect  on  cotton  and 
tobacco.  What  is  this  but  a  sacrifice  of  a  part  of 
the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country  to  what 
they  believe  will  be  a  protection  for  the  carrying 
trade  ?  I  should  like  it  quite  as  well  if  the  attempt 
was  not  to  be  made  solely  at  the  risk  of  one  part 
of  the  Union.  The  evil  is  felt  in  one  part,  but 
the  remedy  is  to  be  applied  m  another.  Adopt 
general  measures,  which  will  operate  equally  m 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  if  the  shoe  is  to 
pinch,  let  it  pinch  all  aliker,  and  all  will  then  be 
willing  to  have  it  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  a  dollar  got 
by  this  carrjrin^  trade,  and  made  the  property  of 
the  nation,  is  just  as  good  as  a  dollar  got  any 
other  way.  even  by  the  cultivation  of  land.  But 
does  it  follow  from  thence  that  you  are  to  make 
more  sacrifices  to  fei  the  dollar  in  that  way  than 
it  is  worth?  I  thick  not.  The  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  besides  its  unjust  and  partial  operation, 
will  considerably  affect  the  revenue,  and  no  ways 
and  means  are  proposed  to  meet  any  deficiency. 
On  the  present- question  we  risk  a  revenue  of  tea 
millions  of  dollars  raised  on  the  cousumption  of 
foreign  articles  in  the  Union,  to  gain — what?  (I 
speak  only  of  revenue)  an  additional  sum  of 
^50,000,  which  additional  sum  you  will  lose  as 
soon  as  you  depart  from  your  neutrality.  It  is 
asked  asaiu  and  again,  if  we  have  not  a  right  to 
the  traoe  about  which  so  much  has  been  said? 
If  the  doctrine  that  free  ships  should  make  free 
goods  had  obtained,  there  could  be  no  doubt  on 
the  question;  but  I  mean  not  to  examine  the  right 
but  the  effect  of  the  resolution ;  nor  do  i  mean  to 
deny  that  the  trade  is  of  some  use  to  the  nation. 
Merchants  would  not  so  anxiously  pursue  it,  if 
they  made  no  profit  by  it;  and  their  profit  adds  to 
the  national  stock,  and  may  affect  the  price  of 
native  articlesoffered  for  sale.  I  am  also  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  a  cargo  of  fiour  or  any  other  na- 
tive production  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  and  there 
fairly  exchanged  for  sugar,  and  the  sugar  brought 
home,  that  the  sugar  is  as  much  ours  as  the  pro- 
duce oi  our  own  soil,  and  this  sugar  so  obtained 
we  have  a  right  to  carry  to  those  (hat  may  want 
it.  But  the  question  before  the  Committee  is  not* 
a  question  of  right,  but  of  expediency.  Is  the  pro- 
tection which  will  be  given  to  this  carrying  trad& 
by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutipn,  of  that  sort  ana 
of  such  certainty,  as  to  justify  the  adoption  of  a 
measure,  which  will  operate  excessively  hard  on 
one  part  of  the  Union?  The  right  of  deposit  at 
New  Orleans  before  we  purchased  the  country, 
was  certainly  as  well  established  as  our  rig[ht  to 
carry  coffee  and  sugar  to  France  and  Spam,  or 
anywhere  else— it  was  a  right  acknowledged  by 
treaty.  But  when  the  deposit  was  refused,  what 
did  we  do?  we  took  pacific  measures,  and  succeed- 
ed. We  heard  then  much  about  honor  and  dignity, 
and  that  it  was  our  duty  to  enforce  our  right  by 
arms;  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  adopted  no 
measure  like  the  present ;  we  then  acted  for  the 
general  welfare.  Uoes  it  follow,  because  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  resolution,  that  I  am  imwilling  for 
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oor  citizens  to  own  Teasels  1  It  does  not.  I  am 
'Witling  they  may  have  as  many  as  they  please, 
and  do  what  thev  please  with  them,  so  that  they 
do  not  involve  tne  nation  in  war  by  them.  On 
this  subject  the  interest  of  tli€  husbandman  in 
New  Hampshire  and  Greorgia  are  the  same. 

The  gentleman  who  tntrodoced  tbe  resolottoa 
expressed  a  wish,  that  no  party  or  geographical 
feelings  should  be  brought  into  the  debate.  If 
there  was  no  cause  for  geo^phieal  feelings,  why 
then  wish,  or  why  anticipate  them?  Let  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tb«  Treasury  be  exam- 
ined, and  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  cause  for 
thisieelipg;  indeed  tbe  statement,  made  from  ^hat 
document  by  a  gentlemen  from  G^rgia  (Mr. 
Bablt)  must'  have  convinced  all  of  the  partial 
operation  of  the  resolution.  On  the  first  page  of 
the  report  it  appears,  that  the  annual  exports  to. 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  are  estimated 
at  about  91^}^00,000,  of  which  sum,  tobacco  and 
cotton  alona  make  $8  860,000;  it  also  appears,  tbat 
we  exported  to  the  dominions  of  Gh*eat  Britain  in 
BuropN?,  for  each  of  the  three  years  ending  v)n  30tfa 
of  September  :-^in  1808,  the  sum  of  $12,066,521; 
mnd  that  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  pitch,  tar,  and  rosin, 
made  of  that  sum  $8,485,762;  in  1803,  the  sum  of 
$16,459,264,  and  that  the  same  articles  made  of 
that  hUm,  $11,912,493;  in  1804j  the  sum  of  $11,- 
787659;  and  that  the  same  arhcles  made  of  tnat 
mm,  $9,44f3,d07.  These  articles  are  selected,  be- 
cause they  are  the  produce  of  one  section  or  the 
Union.  The  same  part  of  the  country  produces 
the  following  articles  in  common  with  other  parts 
t^  the  nation,  but  the  proportion  of  each  is  n^ 
known:  flour,  wheat  beef,  pork,  staves,  heading, 
boards,  plank,  scantling,  timber,  flaxsMd,  skins, 
wax,  hams,  bacon,  turpentine,  spirits,  lard,  and 
Indian  meal,  and  I  may  add,  pickled  fi&h ;  some 
of  these  articles  are  cnrried  to  the  Middle  and 
perhaps  to  the  Bastem  States,  and  are  there  ex- 
ported, or  consumed;  and,  if  consumed,  enable 
them  to  export  more  of  their  own  production*. 

It  has  been  said,  that  we  have  no  complaint 
against  any  nation,  except  Great  Britain.  I  wish 
most  sincerely  we  had  not.  and  that  all  nations 
would  act  as  honestly  towards  us.  as  we  have  done 
and  are  willing  to  do  towards  tnem ;  but  in  ex- 
amining this  subject.  We  ought  not  to  deceive  our- 
selves; truth,  and  truth  alone,  should  be  our  aim 
and  guide. 

Have  we  no  complaints  against  France  and 
Spain,  for  the  condact  of  some  of  their  people  on  the 
ocean?  I  mean  not  to  say  a  word  about  the  con- 
duct of  one  of  them  on  our  Southwestern  frontier. 
What  has  been  the  practice  at  Cuba  ?  to  take  our 
vessels  and  sell  them  and  their  cargoes,  whether 
with  or  without  a  trial  I  know  not.  The  owners, 
I  believe,  have  generally  lost  both  vessel  and  cargo. 
And  how  have  they  treated  your  seamen?  turned 
them  on  the  first  snore  they  could,  and  leA  them 
to  get  home  as  they  could.  But  it  may  be  said, 
this  is  done  by  picaroons,  and  without  the  consent 
of  their  Governments,  and  that  these  Governments 
do  not  justify  those  who  act  in  this  piratical  way. 
The  Government  of  Cnha  must  have  knowledge 
of  these  facts;  they  are  committed  too  near  it, 


and  too  freqoentlv,  (o  remain  long  nnkoown ;  and 
we  cannot  have  forgot  that  Captains  hi  array  and 
Chauncey  have  both  very  lately  been  eroising 
on  our  own  coasrs  to  drive  these  picaroons  from 
it  y  besides  all  this,  we  have  heard,  tbat  a  French 
fleet  lately  burnt  all  the  American  vessels  it  met 
to  prevent  their  giving  information  of  the  coane 
it  was  steering.  In  this  case  they  tremted  the 
crews  wril,  at  least  I  have  not  heard  to  the  eon- 
trary,  and  promised  to  pay  for  the  property  de- 
stroyed. No  one  will  contend  that  the  fleet  had 
a  right  to  destroy  this  propertv.  These  facts  are 
not  stated  to  exculpate  Cheat  Britain,  bnt  to  sbov 
that  gentlemen  are  mistaken^  when  ther  say  «e 
have  no  complaints  except  against  Kngland; 
against  her,  I  agree  with  the  gentlemen,  we  hare 
well  founded  complaints. 

The  gentleman  first  op,  from  Pennsylvania,  has 
observed,  that  the  contraband  trade  wasgenerallr 
carried  on  bv  foreigners.  [Mr.  Grboq  explained, 
and  said  he  nad  ooserved  that  he  believed  this  to 
be  the  case  in  many  instances.] 

Mr.  Macon. — I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  ex- 

Klanation,  as  I  have  no  wish  to  misstate  what  has 
een  observed,  but  the  diflbrence  in  the  statement 
will  not  afi^t  the  question,  that  foreigners  may 
be  eonc^ned  both  in  illicit  and  contratend  trade. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  there  are  some  facts  known 
to  all,  that  will  show,  tbat  others  besides  foretgnen 
have  been  concerned  in  business  not  the  most  boiH 
omble.  The  petition  of  Nicklln  and  Ckiffiih,  now 
before  the  Ho  use,  eon  tains  the  proof,  that  an  Amer- 
ican, with  an  American  register,  covered  a  vessel 
for  a  foreigner,  whoarmed  vessels  to  fight  their  way 
into  the  St.  Domingo  trade.  X  have  heard  it  was 
not  a  foreigner  but  an  American  who  fitted  oat 
the  Leander  for  Miranda,  and  who  by  this  act  ran 
the  risk  of  committing  the  peace  of  the  conntry. 
I  understood  that  it  was  an  American,  fin  seating 
these  fkcts  I  mean  no  reflection  on  the  merchants; 
they,  like  every  other  class  in  the  comnraniiy,  hm  we 
among  them  ^ood,  bad,  and  tndifierent.  The  snnse 
gentleman  said  he  was  not  willing  to  protect  the 
wild  carrying  trade.  I  know  not  what  this  wild 
trade  is,  unless  it  he  that  which  will  involve  the 
nation  in  war :  it  is  not  the  contraband,  because 
that  no  one  will  protect. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  if  we  adopt  the  reso- 
lution, and  cannot  get  what  we  want  fVom  Great 
Britain,  we  wiU  manufacture  for  ourselves.  This 
sounds  well  on  this  floor,  but  I  very  much  donbtthe 
practicability  of  making  this  nation  manafaetme 
tor  itself,  while  we  have  land  enough  for  every  in- 
dustrious citizen  to  become  a  land  holder,  and  a 
cultivator  of  the  soil.  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts have  tried  the  experiment,  and  both  wirh- 
ont  success,  and  both  on  articles  in  which  it  was 
most  likely  to  succeed  ;  if  these  States,  with  thctr 
population,  could  not  succeed,  what  chance  of  sac* 
cess  is  there  in  other  States  ?  The  practicability 
ought  to  be  satisfactorily  shown  before  we  enter 
on  the  plan.  It  may,  as  has  been  said,  prevent 
our  wives  from  wearing  silk  gowns,  and  ourselves 
f^om  wearing  broadcloth :  whether  it  will  produee 
this  ell^t  is  quite  uncertain ;  fashion  is  as  great 
a  tyrant  as  any  we  have  to  eontend  with  $  it 
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:  fetr,  be  iiflkaKtodektroy  itn  toftvenee,  hj  l^is- 
atJDg.  Tbe  geDtleman  mm  PfOBsylvftDm  ^Mr. 
3  Ml  lie)  and  myself,  plaid  as  we  are,  are  both 
obliged  ioaorae  degree  to  yield  to  ft ;  we  eaii  do 
Dore  contend  witn  it,  then  we  oaD  fiy  to  Buro)»e. 
Tbegeotieman  from  MassachaMtttf  (Mr.  Caow* 
nnaHiCLD)  has  toid  as,  that  the  balaace  of  trade 
letweeo  this  covntry  and  Great  Britain  is  <en  or 
welve  mtUions  anoiially  against  as,  and  endec* 
OR  to  support  the  assertion  hy  the  report  of  tbe 
kecretary  of  the  Tnteory.  It  is  trae  that  tbie  re* 
ort  states  a  balance  against  ns  of'911,710,000,and 
liis  the  Secretary  attemvcs  to  account  for ;  no 
oabc  he  ims  done  it  as  well  as  it  can  be  Aone  from 
astoic-bovise  booics.  But  sorely  ewry  one  most 
e  comrineed,  that  yon  eannbt  relf'  oa  them  for 
be  balance  of  trade;  this  balance  is  always  a  se- 
ret,  and  depends  wiicli  on  tbe  economy  and  in- 
■stry  of  these  concerned  in  trade.  Is  it  possible 
bat  this  bakoee  can  really  be  mgaiost  us,  and  that 
t  has  been  against  ns  ever  sinoe  the  estabiisbment 
f  the  present  Conatitation,  and  that  aae  commer- 
tal  intereonrse  should  be  constantly  increasing 
rith  that  nation  ?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  impassible, 
f  the  baiaoee  was  really  so  much  against  us,  ovr 
aerchants  would  have  long  since  deeiioed  the 
rade.  Tbete  is  a  trade  carried  oa  with  the  Bht* 
ih  domioioBs  in  the  Bast  Indies  fioai  the  United 
hates  w4iidi  appears  by  the  report  to  be  more 
gainst  us  thaa  that  iost  meatianed,  and  I  am  sore 
£it  tbe  gentlemairirom  MasaadnMetts  wiil  not 
ay  that  the  balaace  of  that  is  against  as.  The 
lonual  exports  to  which  are  $130,000,  and  the 
innoal  imports  93,590;00(X  Here  is  a  greater  bat* 
ince  appearing  against  os,  than  that  stated  by  hiai, 
lecause  the  whole  exports  to  the  fint  ha?a  been 
itated  to  he  tl5,690,0e0,  and  the  whole  iodporU 
ire  927,400,00a  The  India  trade  I  have  always 
ittderstood  was  Tory  proitable,  perhaps  as  much 
10  as  any  carried  on  mm  the  United  8tates»  Bat 
tbe  same  report  informs  us,  that  on  the' whole 
tnde  of  the  nation  there  appears  to  be  a  balance 
igainst  us.  of  $6,855,000.  Can  there  be  any  thin|^ 
DAore  astoinishing  than  this,  aad  is  it  not  eTident 
tbst  no  reliance  eaa  be  placed  oa  the  eastom-faanse 
bookft  for  the  balaace  of  trade  ?  Look  at  tbe  peo- 
ple, happy  and  prosperous  beyond  example;  all 
classes  doing  well ;  the  old  part  of  the  eountrr 
rapidly  improriag;  thenew  settlin^With unheard- 
of  snecess;  the  Tillages  growing  into  towns,  and. 
the  towns  beeomhtg  cities ;  aiM  all  this  with  the 
last  mentioned  balance  agaiast  us.  Pbilosopbers 
tad  statesmen  may  talk  about  tbe  balance  of  trade, 
bet  if  they  confine  themselves  to  the  information 
to  be  derived  from  ctrstom-boQse  books,  they  might 
IS  well  read  Robinson  Crusoe. 

Tbe  same  gentleman  said,  if  war  shonM  come, 
we  could  take  mofe  from  Oreat  Britain  than  she 
could  from  us  \  that  we  had  done  so  in  the  Revor 
Imionary  war.  Withom  inquiring  into  past  cap- 
tures, let  us  examine  the  situation  of  both,  at  both 
periods.  We  are  certawaly  much  stronger  now 
tbsQ  we  were  at  any  time  during  the  war;  we 
bave  more  men,  and  more  tonnage,  and  more  prop- 
erty OB  the  oceaa ;  and  eoald)  if  the  same  naral 
ioiee  ooold  he  had  ta  opaiate  on  the  Britiah  aaty, 


now  as  then,  nearly  destroy  her  commerce.  But 
this  csnnot  oe  bad.  At  that  time  tbe  navies  of 
Prat) ce,  Spain,  and  Holland,  wereall  united  against 
her,  and  tne  navies  of  the  two  first  for  some  time 
disputed  possessi  op  of  tbe  channel  with  hers.  The 
navies  or  these  are  now  gone.  But,  besides,  the 
armed  neutrality  acted  upon  her  like  a  powerful 
screw ;  under  the  pressure  of  all  these  she  nearly 
sunk  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  war.  Play  fair's 
Political  Atlas  fuller  demonstrates  this.  No  doubt 
in  case  of  war,  by  privateering,  we  could  take  many 
of  her  vessels^  suppose  we  took  more  of  her  ves- 
sels than  she  did  of  ours,  would  this  be  a  commerce 
that  would  be  beneficial  to  ag^ricuhure,  or  to  tbe 
merchants  engsged  in  exportrae  by  fair  and  reg- 
ular trade  tbe  productfoos  of  the  country  ?  Pk>, 
it  would  not.  in  tbe  regular  trade  everything  is 
certain,  in  the  oiher'alt  uncertain. 

It  has  been  said  we  might  sequester  the  debts 
due  from  this  country  to  Britain,  and  thus  indeiit*> 
nify  ourselves.  This,  I  never  will  consent  to,  so 
long  as  the  treaty  made  by  Mr.  Jay  is  in  force ; 
however  I  may  disapprove  that  instrument,  I  con<* 
sider  the  faith  of  the  nation  as  much  pledged  by 
ir,  as  ft  can  be  by  any  engagement  she  can  enter 
into  with  any  foreign  Power,  But,  it  has  beett 
observed,  that  we  may  repeal  the  treaty,  and  thus, 
I  suppose,  get  clear  of  the  objection  to  sequestra- 
tion, which  is  derived  from  it.  We  have  once 
before  tried  this  plan  of  repealing  a  treaty,  with 
other  half- war  measures ;  but  the  repeal  did  not 

Sroduee  any  consequence  favorable  to  the  United 
Itates.  Oappose  you  repeal  the  treaty  bylaW, 
and  then  undertake  to  negotiate,  and  your  Milm* 
ters  are  a^^,  are  you,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
peal, at  war  t  What  answer  tvill  be  given  ?  Thrs 
treaty,  too,  provides  against  sequestration  in  case 
of  actual  n^ar;  what  opihions  civilians  and  jurists 
may  entertaia  of  the  repeal  of  such  trraty,  f  know 
not.  Bot,  be  this  as  it  may,  I  never  will  consetot 
to  aid  in  blasting  the  fbir  fame  which  this  natiotl 
has  deservedly  acqaired  for  honesty  and  fair  di^t* 
ing;  in  this  she  is,  in  my  opinion,  inferior  to 
none.  I  sincerely  hope  the  gentleman  who  tised 
tbe  expression,  wilt,  from  his  known  candor,  on 
reflection,  take  it  back. 

I  very  sincerely  regret  that  a  gentleman  frotii 
Pennsylvania,  <Mr.  Smilib,)  ascribed  to  a  senti* 
ment  delivered  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 
(Mr.  J.  RAitnoLPfl,)  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the 
Union.  In  my  mind,  it  had  no  such  tendency. 
The  dissolution  of  this  Union  ought  not,  I  con- 
ceive, to  be  mentioned  in  this  House  on  any  pre* 
tence  whatever,  and  certainlv  ought  not  to  be 
hinted  at  on  slight  grounds.  I  believe  every  State 
and  every  part  of  tbe  country  attached  to  the 
Union.  Indeed,  the  Union  may  be  conrpared  to 
a  chain,  the  value  of  which  depends  on  its  being 
whole,  out  may  be  destroyed  bv  taking  any  one  ^ 
its  links  away ;  and,  whoever  breaks  tbe  chain  by 
whtch  tbe  States  are  linked  together,  will  render 
the  whole  people  miserable. 

1  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  subject  #here 
every  man  must  feel  tbe  injury  done  to  his  feK 
low-citizens.  1  mean  the  impressment  of  oar 
sea«M&b    It  th«a  a  flither  who  doea  not  feel  thisl 
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No ;  not  ooe  in  the  nation ;  and  that  man  who 
shall  derise  a  certain  remedy  for  this  evil,  will 
deserve  the  thanks  of  his  country^ ;  he  will,  indeed, 
be  its  greatest  benefactor  j  he,  like  the  impressed 
sailor,  will  bare  a  place  m  the  tenderest  part  of 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  If  a  plan  to  pre- 
vent this  injury  was  only  made  known,  the  very 
knowledge  of  the  plan  wonld  put  an  end  to  the 
injury.  But  can  sentlemen  seriously  believe  that 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  will  produce  this 
effect?  The  means  are  not  adequate  to  the  end, 
I  conceive ;  at  least^  it  remains  to  be  shown  that 
they  are.  I  will,  without  hesitation,  state  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  best  remedy  for  the  evil.  It  is 
this;  to  agree  with  Great  Britain  that  neither 
country  shall  employ  the  sailors  of  the  other;  and 
to  agree,  also,  on  the  proof  that  shall  be  required 
on  tK»th  sides';  w6  might  expect  that  Great  Brit*' 
ain  would  adhere  to  an  agreement  of  this  kind, 
because  it  would  be  her  interest  ta  do  so,  and  on 
her  interest  alone,  I  should  rely.  In  considering 
this  subject,  we  must  look  at  things  as  they  really 
are,  and  not  as  we  would  wish  them  to  be.  The 
British  Government  exercise  the  right,  or  rather 
the  power,  of  impressing  their  sailors ;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, in  time  of  war,  of  prohibiting  their  going 
into  foreign  service.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, it  may  be  advisable  for  us  not  to  employ 
them,  notwithstanding  we  may  do  it  with  their 
consent,  especially  if  it  would  prevent  their  im- 
pressing our  countrymen.  If  the  merchants 
reallv  be  the  friends  of  the  American  sailors,  they 
would  willingly  agree  to  such  a  regulation.  If 
they  would  not  be  willing,  is  it  not  clear  they 
would  employ  British  sailors  at  the  risk  of  having 
ours  impressed  ?  On  this  subject  it  might  not  be 
improper  to  state  that,  I  have  been  informed,  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  certificates  of  persons  be- 
ing American  citizens  are  sold,  and  that  the  mar- 
ket has  been  well  supplied.  I  have  also  been  in- 
formed that  a  British  officer  in  Philadelphia 
actually  procured  one  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  go  home.  This  favored  weat  Britain.  I 
have  given  this  information,  to  show  that  others, 
besides  citizens,  may  obtain  certificates.  Impre«s- 
ments^  I  fear,  can  ooly  be  prevented  by  negotia- 
tion ;  mdeed,  I  have  heard  tnat  the  two  Govern- 
ments have  been  engaged  on  this  interesting  sub- 
ject. I  hope  it  will  be  resumed,  and  that  it  will 
end  in  securing  to  our  countrymen  their  safety  on 
the  ocean. 

We  are  told  that  the  nation  calls  for  strong 
measures,  that  the  President  has  .recommended 
them,  and  that  men  of  the  greatest  talents  think 
them  requisite.  This  may  be  true,  but  as  I  have 
neither  seen  nor  heard  of  this  call  of  the  cation, 
and  as  I  do  not  know  the  opinrions  of  others,  I 
shall  certainly  pursue  my  own.  The  first  Mes- 
sage pf.  the  President  to  Congress,  most  unques- 
tionably pointed  as  strong  toward  Spain,  as.it  did 
to  Great  Britain ;  and,  hitherto,  but  little  has  been 
said  about  the  usage  we  received  from  her.  But 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  alone,  is  not 
always  a  gO(^  reason  for  legislating,  I  apprehend, 
because  every  President  has  recommended  sub- 
jects for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  on  which 


no  act  was  ever  passed.  If  ever  the  liberties  of 
this  nation  are  destroyed  by  strong  measures,  it 
will  be  when  the  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
dent shall  alone  be  deemed  good  canse  for  their 
adoption.  At  present,  we  have  ehoiee  of  all  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  notwithstanding  ali  that 
has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  one  bow  under  eoa- 
sideration.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  but  the 
mover  of  each  thinks  his  own  ^the  best.  Fronx 
the  number,  it  would  seem  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  finding  iremedies  for  the  injuries  we  have  re- 
ceived. 

Affain :  we  must  adopt  this  resolutioa,  or  we 
shalfbe  degraded.  This  is  no  ncnr  pkraae  to  me ; 
I  have  formerly  heard  it  so  often,  and  on  so  maay 
occasions,  that  I  have  become  a  sort  of  a  skeptic 
on  it.  We  shall  not  be  d^raded  by  hviog  ia 
peace  with  all  the  world.  We  shall  not  be  de- 
graded by  not  following  the  example  of  the  Bo- 
ropean  nations,  by  rushing  into  war,  oa-«very  op- 
portunity that  may  offer.  War  is  nothine  bat 
another  name  for  blood  and  taxes;  we  shaU  not 
be  degraded,  being  free  and  happy  at  home ;  but 
we  shall  be  degraded,  if  we  fail  m  paying  the  na- 
tional debt,  or  if  we  refuse  to  observe  treaties 
constitutionally  made.  This  will  be  the  wont 
kind  of  degradation,  because  it  will -proceed  from 
a  want  of  morality.  In  order  to  induce  us  to 
adopt  the  resolution,  we  are  seriously  told  that 
the  revenue  is  derived  from  commerce.  Th is  I  de- 
ny, and  say  that  it  is  derived  from  the  whole  Isbor 
or  the  community.  Stop  the  laborer  in  his  field, 
and  the  revenue  is  gone.  Commerce  is  useful,  it  is 
the  means  by  which  our  productions  are  exchang- 
ed for  the  productions  of  other  countries. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  land  tax  overthrew 
one  Administration ;  adopt  this  measure,  and  you 
may  possibly  overthrow  another.  I  doubt  whether 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  assertion  is  altoge- 
ther corre<^t  in  point  of  fact;  it  may  have  aided, 
but  other  laws  were  passed,  which  ondoobiedi/had 
more  effect,  and  were  more  obnoxious  in  the  part 
of  the  country  where  I  live.  I  mean  the  attempt 
to  raise  an  army  without  an  actual  war ;  an  army 
of  officers,  almost  without  soldiers ;  the  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws.  It  was  also  said,  we  were  pledged 
to  protect  this  carrying  trade.  This  reminds  me 
of  what  I  once  heard  said  before,  which  is  this: 
that  we  were  pledsed  to  pay  the  salaries  of  certain 
judges,  after  the  Taw  was  repealed  under  which 
they  were  appointed.    I  believe  we  are  as  maeh 

fledged  in  one  case  as* in  the  other,  and  not  more; 
know  of  nothing  binding  in  this  country,  except 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  A  majority  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  may  pass  a  law  to  gire 
the  carrying  trade  what  protection  they  please, 
and  that  law  will  be  binding.  We  are  also  called 
on  to  become  the  champions  of  the  laws  of  oa* 
tions.  as  if  all  nations  would  at  once  agree  with 
us  wliat  these  laws  realljr  are,  and  as  if  a  msjortty 
of  them  adhered  to  their  principles ;  when  we 
know  that  scarcely  a  nation  in  fiairope  pays  any 
regard  to  them ;  and  that  thtf  will,  at  different 
times,  entertain  different  opinions  on  the  same 
subject  Have  not  most  of  them  formerly  de- 
clared, ihat  free  ships  should  make  free  goods^and 
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ha?e  not  some  of  the  same  nations  srece  j^ren  op 
the  prioctple?  Before  we  undertake  this  busi- 
ness, would  it  not  be  prudent  to  endeavor  to  ascer- 
tain the  opinions  of  other  nations^  whose  interest 
ma  V  be  most  like  -our  own  ?  I  wish  no  alliance 
with  any  of  them  ;  but,  if  all  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope should  be  willing  to  yield  the  principle 
wnich  we  are  desirous  to  maintain,  no  man  will 
be  mad  enough  to  say  we  ought  to  contend  for  it. 
There  is  certainly  a  great  difference  of  opinioa 
IS  to  the  nature  of  the  measure.  Some  think  it  a 
var  measure ;  others  that  it  may  lead  to  war,aad 
tthers  again,  consider  it  entirely  pacific.  Withr 
wt  attempting  now  to  inquire  which  of  the  three 
pinions  is  most  correct,  it  is  sufficient  for  me,' that 
i  belicTe  it  will  not  produce  the  effect  intended, 
tod  that  its  operation  on  the  United  States  wili 
)t  partial.  It,  hoiVever,  it  should  be  adopted,  and 
)roduce  war,  that  war  we  must  support  with  all 
»ur  strength  ;  and  if  it  produce  a  goe^d  eflect.  I, 
or  one,  will  rejoice  as  much  as  any  man  in  this 
louse.  A  great  many  appeals  hare  been  made 
0  the  spirit  of  1776 ;  that  spirit  was  not  onlV  the 
pirit  of  liberty,  but  also  of  magnanimity  and  jus- 
ice  ;  all  the  measures  then  taken,  operated  equal- 
Y  on  every  part  of  the  Union. 

It  is  said,  this  is  the  right  time  to  settle  all  our 
isputes  with  Qreat  Britain,  because  she  is  now 
lard  pushed.  If  we  wish  to  make  a  treaty  that 
day  oe  lasting,  we  ought  not  to  take  any  unjust 
d vantage  of  ner  situation ;  if  we  do,  whenever 
he  shall  be  free  from  her  present  embarrassments, 
he  will  be  discontented  and  restless  under  it,  ana 
lever  satisfied  until  she  gets  clear  ^f  it.  The  true 
ule  for  us,  is  to  take  no  advantage,  and  in  all 
ases  to  act  justly. 

I  agree  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilu},)  that  war  destroys 
be  morals  of  the  people.  Hence,  I  was  greatly 
urprised  when  he  followed  this  correct  sentijoae&t 
rith  an  asaertion^  that  he  would  rather  have  war 
ban  loss  of  national  honor.  This  thing  called 
lationai  honor  has  ruined  more  thaniialf  the  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  and  has  almost  banished  libertv 
nd  happiness  from  Burope.  Destroy  the  morals 
f  the  people,  and  we  mayolay  over  such  a  game 
f  war  as  has  been  played  in  France ;  nothing 
ess  than  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  ati^  happiness 
f  the  nation  ought  to  induee  us  to  go  to  war. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  United  States 
lave,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitu- 
ion,  b^onie  the  second  commercial  Power  in  the 
rorid ;  when,  if  we  believe  the  ftablie  prints,  she 
as  lost  eapital  enough  to  have  mined  the  most 
realthy  nation  in  Europe.  *  Million  after  million 
i  lost,  and  yet  her  prosperity  is  imrivalled,  eithef 
0  ancient  or  modem  times.  I  know  full  well 
bat.  according  to  the  opinions  of  the  writers  on 
be  Jaws  of  nations,  we  have  just  cause  of  war 
gainst  Great  Britain.  I  also  know  as  weU.  that 
re  have  heretofore  had  as  good  a  cause  or  war 
gainst  both  Great  Britain  and'Franee.  Wethen 
referred  peace— ^he  result  has  been  prosperity. 
Vhat  destroyed  the  prosperity  and  liberty  of 
Venice,  of  Qewmy  and  of  HoUaad  ?    Wut|  and 


wars,  too,  generally  undertaken  to  protect  the  car- 
rying trade. 

[It  being  now  about  half* past  three  o'clock,  Mr. 
SirtLiB  stifi^ested  the  propriety  of  an  adjourn- 
ment, in  which  the  House  acquiesced,  on  the  in- 
timation of  Mr.  Macon  that  indisposition  disa- 
bled him  from  finishing  the  remarks  which  he 
wished  to  offer.J 


TuBSDAT,  March  11. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  petition  from  Arthur  St.  Clair,  praying  to  he 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his 
petition,  presented  to  this  House  at  tne  present 
session ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  GnsGO^  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  eigh* 
teenth  and  twenty-fourth  of  December,,  last,  two 
petitions  of  Edwin  Lewis ;  and  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  January  lasl^  two  petitions  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and,  also^ 
a  memorial  oi  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territory ;  made  a 
report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  twenty^fourth  of  January  last, 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  made 
a  report  thereon  j  which  was  read  and  considered : 
Whereupon, 

Eesolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so 
far  as  respects  locating  a  section  other  than  num- 
ber sizleed,  in  each  township,  where  that  number 
•is  not  vacant,  and  for  locating asection  in  adjoin* 
ing  townships;  for  the  support  of  schools  in  such 
townships  as  have  no  vacant  lands,  is  reasonablei 
and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Bemvedf  That  the- prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so 
far  as  respects  exonerating  individual  claimanta 
from  the  expense  of  having  their  surveys  execu- 
ted ;  and  so  far,  also,  as  it  relates  to  an  applica- 
tion for  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Tombigbee,  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  th^  JPublic  Lands  do  prepare  pnd  bring 
in  thosame. 

On  motion,  it  was 

ReK^hed^  f ha  Committee  of.  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
entrance  and  eleaiaace  of  vessels  in  the  following 
districts  of  the  eustoms..bordering  on  the  Caaa* 
das,  viz:  New  Hampshii^  Vermont,  ChamplaiiL 
Sackett's  Harbor,  Oswego.  Ctenesee,  Niagara,  Bu^ 
falo  creek,  and  Presqu' Isle  ^  aad,.also^  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  expediency  of  allowing  cattle,  sheep, 
and  provisions,  to  be  brought  into  those  diatricit 
free  of  duty. 

REMI88J0N  OF  BUTIES. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ckimsi  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Pt^ 
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ter  A.  Questier,  ageat  of  the  former  owners  of  the 
French  ship  Blaireau  and  her  cargo,  made  the  fol- 
low iog  report: 

It  U  stoted  bjr  the  petitmmr,  thai  the  French  ship 
calied  the  Blaireau,  owned  by  a  mercaiitile  home  in 
Bordeaux,  set  tail  from  St.  rienm,  in  the  ialand  of 
Martioique,  some  time  in  March,  180d|  boand  on  a 
▼Oyage  to  Bordeaux,  having  on  board  a  Taluable  cargo« 
consisting  principally  of  sugar  and  coilee,  and  consign* 
ed  to  different  persons  at  the  port  last  mentioned.  That 
about  the  dOth  of  March  in  the  same  year,  while  the 
ship  was  in  the  prosecution  of  her  voyage,  she  was  met 
m  the  night,  and  run  foul  of,  by  a  large  Spanish  ship- 
•f-war,  c^ed  the  St  Jufien ;  in  coDsequence  of  which 
accident,  so  much  injury  was  sustained  by  the  Blaireau, 
that  the  captain  and  crew,  after  due  consultation,  aban- 
doned her«  and  took  refttga  on  board  the  Spanish  ship, 
which  continued  herToyage  to  Spain,  where  they  wen 
al  landed.    That,  on  the  day  foUewialg  the  disaster, 
•M  fingliah  ship,  called  the  Firm,  eoaimanded  by  Wil- 
Itaio  Masout  bound  om  a  voy^e  from  i^nden  to  Bal- 
timore, met  with  the  Biairaaa,  thus  abandoned  by  her 
captaiU'  and  oew,  and,  after  examining  her  aitnatian, 
and  perceiving  there  was  a  possibility  that  the  ii^ory 
might  be  so  far  repaired  as  to  enable  h«  to  be  brought 
into  port,  the  captsin  put  on  board  a  part  of  hie  crew ; 
who,  on  making  the  requisite  repairs,  with  great  labor, 
and  at  the  immment  risk  of  their  lives,  succeeded  in 
conducting  her  in  safety  to  Baltimore,  where  she  ar- 
rived the  beginning  of  May  following.    That,  shortly 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Blaireau,  a  libel  was  filed  in  the 
district  court  of  Maryland,  by  Captain  Mason  and  crew, 
Ibr  salvage ;  that,  by  a  decree  of  the  court,  salvage  was 
allowed,  and  Ibr  that  purpose  a  sale  of  the  ship  and 
cargo  was  ordered ;  and,  finally,  that  the  marshal,  un- 
der whose  direction  the  sale  took  place,  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  coUecter  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to 
pajr,  oat  of  the  proceeds  tiiereof,  the  sum  of  9 19,1  IS  68, 
baiBg  the  amount  of  dutiee  alleged  to  be  due  to  the 
United  Btalea.    To  olMain  the  restittttioB  of  thie  eato, 
waier  the  idea  that  the  dutiee  could  not  lagalljr  be  ool- 
lected,  is  the  object  of  the  pMsant  application^. 
.    The  petitioner  feunde  his  title  to  tm»f  upoR  an  0|iin- 
loa  pronounced  by  the  districtiadge  of  Maryland,  when 
deciding  the  fidlowing  case ;  That  part  of  the  Blaircan*s 
cargo,  which  Captain  Mason  placed  on  board  the  Firmi 
be  omitted  to  report  to  the  coUecter  of  Baltimore.  Tha 
district  attorney,  apprehending  this  omission  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  collection  law,  instituted  a  suit  against 
the  captain  for  the  penalty  of  $1,000,  imposed  hf  the 
otatute.  *  On  trial  of  the  cause,  it  appears  a  verdict  was 
taken  for  theplaintiffi,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
tipon  a  point  saved  by  the  counsel.    Judgment  was 
rendered  in  the  following  terms :  "  Matnre  conddera- 
tton  having  been  given  to  this  case,  it^is  the  opinion  of 
the  court  that  the  goods,  wares,  and  merehandioes  afoie- 
aaad,  are  not  chargeable  idth  the  payment  ef  any  dn- 
tiea  to  the  United  States,  and,  thaiislbra,tM  the  above 
action  caonot  be  euatained*    Judgment  for  the  deted- 
attt  OB  the  point  aaffed." 

It  may  be  safoly  allrnied,  that  the  opimon  of  the 
learned  judge  was  somevshat  breadarthan  the  ease  sub* 
vuttod  to  hie  eonsideration.  Theremight  be,  and  there 
doobtlesa  were,  anfficient  reaaona  to  excnse  the  defondp 
ant  from  the  penalty  of  the  statute,  independebtly  of 
the  question,  whether  the  cargo  was  chargeable  with 
the  payment  of  duties.  The  decision,  so  far  as  it  re- 
garde  this  point*  most  be  deemed  extr»-judicia],  and  it 
tamaiqs  only  to  inquire  whather,  ficom  a  sound  oqb- 


struction  of  the  statute,  dutiea  wan  chaagaahie  in  tba 
present  case.  The  words  of  the  act  rclaliva  to  this 
subject  are,  '*  that,  upon  all  goods,  weraa,attd  aerchaiH 
diae,  which  shsjl  be  brought  into  the  United  Scetcs, 
from  any  foreign  port  or  pfacc,  there  shsll  be  Jeviedt 
dec"  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  laagoage  mere 
explicit,  more  unequivocal.  The  word  **  imported** 
is  not  here  used,  and  apparentlj  for  the  purpose  of 
aToiding  any  expression  to  which  technical  nanowneaa 
might  Im  applied.  The  word  ''jplace"  is  introduced, 
manifestly  with  the  same  Tiew;  and  the  plun  sense  of 
the  passage  is,  duties  shall  be  paid  on  goode,  dbc,  brou^t 
into  the  United  Stataa  fhnn  any  point  wMioot  their 
iiapifes  or  jnriadietioo.  A  phraseology  eo  aimpla,  so  per- 
foetly  free  ieem  ambignity,  miglft  faiiW  be  prssamed  Is 
aatoritacismttaalfatdefianeB.  The  Unilad  Stoiss  hais 
nnquestiooably  a  legal  right  to  the  dntiea  in  thw  case ; 
ai)d  who  wiU  eay  iieir  claun  is  aot  equtsbls^  also^ 
when  it  is  considered  ihat,  by  the  aalo  of  te  caigo^ 
the  amount  of  the  dutiea  has  bean  iiWitiia*  with  the 
price! 

It  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  coasideratioii,  whether  tba 
collection  law  may  not  require  aome  farther  piorisioai 
applicable  to  this  subject.  But  such  an  iDquiry  is  not 
within  the  province  of  your  committee,  nor  is  it  st  sU 
necessary  in  determining  the  question  submitted  to  thdr 
examination.  The  cargo,  ia  this  case,  conld  not  haw 
been  disposed  of  without  the  interrention  of  the  dis- 
trict oourt,'nor  could  the  sale  have  been  effected  bat 
trough  the  instrumentality  of  the  officees  of  the  Ges> 
emmeat;  nnder  these  circumstances,  their  negligeaes 
woold  have  been  highly  colpabla  if  tiie  dntiea  had  ast 
been  retained. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinioft  the  pvayor  of  the  pe- 
tition ought  not  to  be  grantod. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODa 

The  House  resolved  iiaelf  into  a  Coaamtuee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  atote  of  the  Ubmmi  mt  Mc 
Gaseo'e  teaelutuui. 

Mr.  MACON.^Pennk  ne,  Mr.  CbeinoaD,  to  re- 
turft  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  ibr  their  aih 
dttlgeeoe  yescerdey;  I  wea  then  too  meeh  ex- 
hausted to  have  coneiuded  the  ohaervations  I 
wiahed  te  mahe.  I  was  then  ahowing  the  atate 
of  a  few  netioos  who  had  attempted  to  protect 
the  carrying  trade  by  #ar.  It  has,  I  believe,  beeit 
the  fate  pf  all  who  have  made  the  aitempt,  Greet 
Britain  alone  excepted,  and  she  is  at  thia  mooaeat 
engaged  in  a  moat  tiemendoaa  wa^i  aluioat  over- 
loaded with  taxea,  and  tottering  uoder  her  poUae 
dobu  Can  any  laet  more  clearif  iUnatrate  the 
advantage  of  the  peace  over  the  war  ayatem,  thea 
a  comparison  of  the  toiioage  between  the  Uoiied 
States  and  Great  Britain,  in  17S9 and  now?  Gum 
has  been  the  peace,  hera  the  war  ayatom*  and  we 
have  probably  increased  ten  to  her  one.  It  aewnt 
to  me,  that  .it  is  imposaible  for  any  naiiea  to 
carfy  on  the  whole  imde  of  the  world ;  and  every 
attempt  to  foioe  trade,  ia  acting  undcir  the  idea 
that  it  can  be  done.  And  every  auempt  lo  en* 
gross  the  whole  carrying  trade,  is  aetiog  under 
the  same  impresaien.  The  hkr^  eapimUata  m 
the  United  States  are  cooceraed  in  thia  buaiaew. 
I  wish  oac  to  meddle  with  it,  bttt  Icata  it^  Ukie 
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every  branch  of  indiucrf ,  to  fiii4  it9  own  level. 
Tbef  mav  dread  war,  because  (bey  may  employ 
their  stock  in  another  way.  Bat  what  is  to  be-, 
come  of  those  less  rich,  especially  the  yooog  be- 
g[jaDers?  They  must  be  ruined.  If  the  resold- 
tioQ  produces  aov  beneficial  effects,  it  must  be  on 
tbe  carrying  trade.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  in- 
teoded  for  anything  else,  and  do  one  can  believe 
that  it  will  operate  favorablv  to  the  seamen. 

The  measure  will  not  only  affect  tt^  revenue 
paid,  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  #nd  on  the  impor^ 
tations  of  goods,  but  it  will  also  affect  the  revenue 
to  be  derived  from  the  sala  of  the  public  land)  it 
muit  very  considembly  lessen  tbe  number  of  pur- 
chases and  may  ruin  mapy  who-  have  already 
purchased  in  Ohio.  Many,  no  doubt,  who  bavn 
removed  to  that  Slate,  have  sold  their  pro|>erty, 
on  a  credit,  to  meet  tbe  paymenta  Which  ihey 
were  to  make  for  the  lands  there  pnrohased  of 
tbe  United  States.  Stop^  by  your  measures,  the 
sale  of  produce,  or  reduce  the  price  thereof  to  al- 
most nothing,  and  how  are  these  people  to  get 
paid  for  the  property  eold  before  they  went  to 
Ohio  ?  A  disappointment  to  them  may  be  ruinous ; 
it  may  cause  them  to  lose  the  land  and  all  tb« 
improvements  made~on  it.  They  have  not  quite 
80  quick  a  remedy  against  their  unfortunate  debt- 
ors, as  the  United  States  will  have  agaSnat  them* 
Tou  may  turn  the  peoiple  off  the  land^  and  niearly 
depojiulate  tbe  State,  but  yon  will  get  no  money. 

it  is  pretty  evident,  from  tbe  argument  of  a 
eentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Willum«,)  that 
the  resolution  is  not  expected  to  operate  injuri- 
ously on  the  exportation  of  grain  from  the  Middle 
States.  He  told  us  that  we  must  protect  com- 
merce; and  that  he  was  in  &vor  of  the  resolution, 
(meaning,.  I  suppose,  th^t  the  lesokitiott  would 
protect  it — or,  the  people  in  the  back  country 
would  drink  too  much  whiskey.)  U|  then,  the 
resuiution  would  protect  commerce;,  and  thereby 
insure  tbe  CKportaUon  of  grain,  there  will  not  to 
grain  in  the  country  left  to  make  whiskey.  Thi» 
IS,  in  soaie  measure, acknowledging  that  wi  which 
we  have  been  contending^  to  wit :  that  the  resolu- 
tion will  operate  partiauy,  8ut  I  deny  that  the 
people  in  that  part  of  the  country  ajse  more  in  the 
nabu  of  intoxication  than  their  oeigbbors  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union.  They  are  as  morail,  as  in- 
dustriou«,and  as  honest  as  those  living  elsewhere. 
I  do  not  contend  that  they  are  superior,  oaly-that 
they  are  e^uaL 

Muoh  has  been  said  about  the  spirit  of  the  Ba<- 
tioo,  and  that  we  are  far  behind  it — meaning,  I 
suppose,  those  who  oppose  the  resolution.  *  As  to 
my  part.  I  know  not  how  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
has  been  ascertained.  There  is  no  manifestation 
of  it  on  the  table.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  two 
towns  have  sent  wsolutioos  pledging  (heir  livetf 
and  fortunes  to  support  whatever  measoffen  Con 
gress  may  adopt.  There  are,  also,  sevi^ral  memo- 
riaU  from  tbe  merchanu  and  insurance  compa- 
nies} but  if  genileoien  take  these  for  the  manifent- 
ation  of  the  national  spirit,  they  are,  i  think, 
mistaken.  The  national  spirit  is  to  be  found  no- 
where but  among  those  who  are  tofighi  your  bat- 
ilea.    Tbase  people  ma Ji  for  aught  k  knew,  be  of 


thai  number.  They  may  have  bean  before  T  r  i  poli| 
and  they  may  now  be  ready  to  enter  into  the  army 
or  navy.    Addresses,  we  well  know,  will  not  fi^ht 
battles,  nor  fill  regiments.    We  have  seen,  in  for- 
mer days,  tbe  Speaker's  t,able  loaded  with  ad- 
dresses from  almost  every  part  of  the   UnioA, 
pledging,  also,  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support 
any  nwasurc^  that  the  then  Administration  might 
adopt, >   Wtiki  was  done  ?   Among  other  acts,  one 
wa^  passed  to  raise  twelve  reg[imenis  of  iniaotry* 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  ge^iBg  officers— unlestf, 
indeed,  it  was  to  make  the  selection  out  of  the 
great  number  who  applied — but  how  was  it  about 
privates  9  Inaiead  of  gettingenough  for  tbe  twelve 
regiments,ecareely  enough  for  four  could  be  enlist- 
ed.   At  that  ti  me,  too,  we  hf  ard  a  great  deal  about 
the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  saw  a  aooiethiag.  ol 
the  apirit  then  talked  of,vin  a  corps  eaUed  tbe 
-—  Blues.    Those  who  then  epoke  of  the  apirk 
of  the  nation  were  deceived.     Tbey  took  tbe 
vaporiags  of  the  towns  and  the  noise  ef  the  ad- 
dressers to  be  reall  y  the  spirit  of  the  oa  tieo.    Buti 
be  assured,  sir,  that  whenever  the  spirit  of  this 
natipn  shall  move,  that  ^very  individual,  in  every 
department  of  tbe  Ckiverae»ent,  will  move  too. 

Tbe  ocean  must  be  eonnidered  a  common  and 
undivided  propertjr,  to  which  each  nation  has  a 
right;  hence  tbe  difficulty  of  afford ing  the  same 
security  aad  protection  there  as  on  Mod,  where 
each  knows  the  spot,  where  his  dominion  ends 
and  his  neighbor's  b«^ins.  It  is  vain,  therefore, 
the  real  situation  of  the  United  States  being  coa* 
sidered,  to  expect  from  her  that  perfect  proteettoii 
on  the  ocean  wbichabeeaaafibtd  within  her  tce- 
ritorial  limits.  I  believe  tbiscanant  be  dene,  evea 
to  that  part  of  the  ocean  from  w<hcnne  we  get  oar 
exports.  Other  oatiees  aUo  frequent  tbe  same 
place,  (or  the-  sanae  purpose.  This,  like  the  rest, 
IS  joint  property.  Not  so  with  our  lead,  no  satioa 
pretends  le  claim  a  right  to  cultivate  ilftat. 

Peisnit  me  here  to  remark,  though  not  directly 
cbnaeoted  with  my  last  ohservatioo.  that  1  con- 
aider  the  nepoK  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trt^asury 
to  be  as  <^orfecC  as  any  man  living  could  make  it) 
and  that  from  custom-house  bof^-it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  that  information  which  could  really 
show  tbe  true  baUace  of  trade. 

A  gentleman  from  Pernisylvania,  (Mr.  Finih 
Lav,}  has  gravely  told  us  tbiatit  would  do  moee 
barm,  sinoe  the  resolution  has  been  taken  into 
consideration,  to  reject  it.  than  if  it  bad  never 
been  brought  forward.  Thie  ia  placing  those  who 
do  not  iike  it,  or  who  prefer  any  of  w  other  rea* 
olutioas  to  it,  in  a  strange  dilemma.  Tbe  frieoda 
of  it  ought  to  have  thought  of  this  befete  tbcf 
went.in*o  the  discussion.  If  any  injury  should 
be  produced,  either  by  the  rejection  or  the  adop- 
tion, they  are  to  blame,  and  not  those  who  oppose 
it.  It  is  their  measure,  not  ours.  It  is,  in  fact, 
endeavoring  to  throw  the  blame  of  their  conduct 
upon  us.  The  same  gentleman  made  a  very  un- 
fortunaie  comparison,  when  he  compared  waaons, 
carrying  our  flour  io  market,  to  vessels  engaged 
in  the  carrying  trsde.  Nu  two  tliinj^s  are  mora 
unlike.  The  wagon  is  only  intended  to  carry  our 
owvi  pfoductioasi  to  oar  own  marhetsi  ana  the 
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-vessels  are  engaged  in  carrying  foreign  produce 
to  foreign  marlcets.  Bebides,  the  nation  {Mjrs  pro- 
tecting duties,  to  encourage  the  owning  of  vessels, 
while  the  owner  of  th^  wagon  is  left  to  depend  on 
bis  industry  and  skill;  and  if  any  man  should  ask 
the  Govern ment  to  encourage  the  employment  of 
wagons,  he  would  be  laughed- at.  Yet  wagons  are 
certainly  as  necessary  as  vessels.  The  one  carries 
loads  Of  OUT  own  productions,  to  our  own  markets, 
while  the  other,  which  is  en^ged  in  the  fair  trade, 
for  home  consumption,  carries  cargoes  of  them  to 
foreign  markets. 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  ^Mr.  McCbbkrt,) 
in  order  to  induce  us  to  adopt  tne  resolution,  has 
informed  us  that  the  towns,  m  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  pay  more  taxes  than  the  country.  He 
did  not  prove  the  fact  to  be  so*— he  cannot.  The 
towns,  1  apprehend,  pay  little  or  no  tax.  Their 
merchants  and  mechanics,  who  act  prudently,  cal- 
culate on,  and  generally  set,  a  certam  profit.  You 
cannot  tax  the  capital  of  the  merchant.  Impose 
what  dut^  you  please  on  goods,  he  immediately 
considers  it  like  first  c<^t,  and  charges  the  same 
profit  on  it.  The  consumer  nbt  only  pays  all  the 
tax  and  charges  on  merchandise,  but  ne  pays  them, 
with  a  profit,  to  the  merchant  Whenever  a  mer- 
chant shall  begin  to  live  on  his  capital,  we  al( 
know  he  will  soon  eat  it  out.  To  the  mechanic, 
the  Gbvernment  has  given  protecting  duties,  which 
securea  to  him  the  sale  of  almost  every  article  be 
may  make,  at  almost  any  price.  The  cultivator 
of  the  soil  depends  on  himself,  and  is  often  com* 

Eelled  to  sell  the  products  of  his  land  for  any  price 
e  can  get.  because  thev  will  not  keep  in  good 
condition  all  the  year,  like  the  goods  or  the  mer- 
chant and  mechanic.  From  these  considerations, 
i^  seems  to  me  that  it  is  at  least  probable,  that  the 
towns  do  not  pay  more  than  their  proportion,  nor 
even  as  much. 

The  same  gentleman  told  us  that  the  nation 
anstained  a  considerable  loss  by  sending  too  much 
tobacco  to  England.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
little  like  what  we  heard  about  the  balance  of 
trade.  But  it  may  be  so.  I  will,  however,  st&te 
my  sentiments  on  the  subject ;  if  erroneous,  I 
ahall  be  glad  to  have  them  corrected.  Merchants, 
like  everybody  else,  do  business  with  a  view  to 
gain,  and  would  they,  year  after  year,  send  tobac- 
co to  Ei^land  if  they  could  do  better  by  sending 
it  to  the  continent?  I  apprehend  they  would  not. 
They  understand  their  business,  and  do  what  is 
beat  calculated  to  promote  their  intereat.  In  ex- 
amining this  subject,  we  ought  to  take  into  con- 
tideration  the  profit  to  be  made  on  the  whole  voy* 
age,  not  barely  the  price  of  »  single  article  at  a 
particular  place.  The  place  where  the  whole  ex- 
ported cargo  can  be  sold  dearest,  and  the  import- 
ed one  bought  cheapest,  is  the  place  which  will 
always  give  the  most  profit.  If  a  merchant 
ahould  send  a  cargo  of  tobacco  to  -England,  and 
wiahed  a  few  pieces  of  Ruasia  sheeting  in  part  of 
the  return  cai^o,  would  it  not  be  better  to  pur- 
chase them  there,  than  send  his  vessel  to  Russia 
for  them,  where  they  could  be  bought  a  little 
cbeaiier.  He  would,  I  conceive,  actually  save  by 
80  doing.    I  wish  the  gentlemnn  had  twd  na  the 


place  where  the  tobacco  might  have  been  export- 
ed to,  so  as  to  save  all  that  he  now  tfainka  we 
lose  by  sending  it  to  En^fland.  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  have  been  informed  whether  the 
places  were  known  to  possess  mercantile  capital, 
and  whether  merchants  of  established  character 
lived  at  them ;  that  sort  of  character  to  which  a 
prudent  man  might  with  safety  consin  the  most 
valuable  cargo.  He  did  not  tell  us  tbat  we  lost 
by  sending  cotton  to  Qreat  Britain.  It  may. 
therefore,  be  presumed'^'  that  it  could  not  be  sold 
anywhere  else  at  this  tune  to  more  adrantage.  Is 
there  any  other  country  in  Europe  now  prepared 
to  manufacture  it?  I  believe  not;  nor  will  it  be 
purchased  by  an^y  to  lay  up  until  able  to  do  it 
Before  it  is  possible  to  manufacture,  meehaoies, 
who  understand  the  business,  must  be  obtained. 
Neither  they  nor  the  necessary  machinery  can  be 
got  in  a  day.  It  is  now  well  known  that,  since 
the  introduction  of  labor-saving  machines,  man- 
ufactures do  not  depeiM  so  much  on  the  number 
of  people  as  formerly.  I  ask,  what  country  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  convulsed  as  she  is  to 
her  centre,  can  offer  a  market  for  this  article? 
What  country  there  is  now  in  a  situation  to  com- 
mence large  and  extensive  establishments  to  man- 
ufacture for  exportation  ?  Is  it  Germany  ? — over- 
run. Or  is  it  France,  raisin?  every  man  she  can 
to  make  new  conquests  ?  If  thev  have  mechan- 
ics and  merchants  both,  is  the  skill  of  the  one,  or 
the  reputation  of  the  other  known  ?  I  fear  not. 
Sir,  1  would  to  God  that  we  had  not  so  much 
commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  and 
I  sincerely  wish  our  commerce  was  more  equally 
divided  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  than  it  is; 
but  I  know  not  how  this  is  to  be  done.  Trade 
thrives  best  when  left  to  itself.  The  merchant 
must  be  left  to  trade  in  the  way  he  most  ap- 
proves, provided  he  shall  not  hazard  the  peace  of 
the  country  thereby. 

The  gentleman  from  Termont  (Mr.  Bllmot) 
has  told  us,  that  by  adopting  the  resolution,  we 
shall  encourage  o|her  European  nations  to  man- 
ufacture for  us.  It  is,  I  conceive,  quite  enongh 
for  the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  to 
pay  their  money  to  encourage  the  manufactures 
of  this  country.  It  is  as  taiueh  as  I  am  willing 
to  do.  But  what  certainty  have  we,  if  we  adopt 
the  resolution,  and  give  the  proposed  eneoarage* 
ment,  that  any  of  them  will  leave  their  present 
occupation,  be  that  what  it  may,  to  take  our  ad- 
vice? Bach  one  of  them  may  think  that  their 
interest  is  as  well  understood  at  home  aa  we  can 
possibfy  understand  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bti>- 
wbll)  stated  the  case  of  our  prisoners  at  Tripoli 
as  a  case  in  point.  He  is,  I  think,  mistaken.  We 
were  at  open  war  with  that  Power,  when  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  unfortunately  struck  on  the 
rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  The  rcMdt  is 
known.  The  enemy  got  possession  of  the  vessel, 
and  the  crew  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  There 
then  estisted  a  state  of  actual  war  betweenihe 
United  Butes  and  the  Tripolitans.  In  the  pres- 
ent case  we  have  just  cause  of  complaints  against 
*^  "  '  ,aBd  areendeaforing  to  have  them  aattled 
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by  n«gotiatiQn.    I  will  state  a  case  whieh  seems 
to  me  to  compare  better  with  the  situation  of 
our  anfortunate  couotrymen  who  maj  be' now 
impressed  on  board  the  mitish  ships  or  war.    It 
is  the  case  of  Captain  O'Brian  and  his  cre^,  who 
were  captured  by  ^he  Alc^erineS}  and  remained 
with  them  so  long,  that  I  believe  the  captain,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  time,  dated  all  his  letters  to 
his  friends  bv  the  year  of  his  captivity.    1  have 
understood  tn^  suffered  as  nluen  as  any  people 
could  bear.    We  had  then,  I  believe,  no  addres- 
ses, no  resoiations,  nor  memorials  from  the  mer- 
chants and  insurance  companies.    But  this  case 
may  not  be  thouffht  to  9pp>iy  to  that  part  of  our 
complaints  which  relate  to  the  captui'e  of  our 
vessels  carrying  coffee  and  sugar  to  France  and 
Spain  by  the  British  armed  snipe.    I  will  state 
one,  which  I  think  has  some ;  it  is  the  case  of 
Scott,  of  South  Carolina,  which  has  been  deci- 
ded in  this  House.    He  claimed  pay  for  property 
taken  br  the  Indians  at  a  time  wnen  no  open  and 
declared  war  existed.    He  got  nothing  from  the 
national  Government.  ^The  United  states  in  a 
treaty  gave  the  property  up  to  the  Indians.    I 
believe  at  the  time  it  was  taken  some  hostilities 
had  been  committed.  •  Permit  me  here  to  observe 
that  no  agent  was  appointed  by  the  Government 
to  endeavor  to  reoover  this  property,  and  that  I 
well  rec(^lect,.when  the  claim  was  under  debate, 
that  it  was  stated  by  a  member  of  the  House  that 
one  of  the  Indian  agents  had  got  the  treaty  at  his 
desire  so^formed,  as  to  relinquish  a  claim  for  the 
property. 

I  have  endeavored  to  confine  my  observations 
to  the  resolution  now  under' consideration,  and  to 
answer  some  of  the  arguments  qr^ed  in  its  sup- 
port; though  I  confess,  that,  while  examining 
this,  I  have  also  paid  some  attention  to  the  others 
on  the  table.  I  wish  sentlemen^  before  they  vbte, 
would  seriously  consider  whether  this  is  the  best. 
I  think  it  is  not.  When  we  reflect  on  the  hap- 
piness w«  enjoy,  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  the 
growth  of  the  villages,  towns,  and  cities,  the  im- 
proving state  of.  agriculture,  the  number  of  turn- 
pike roads,  iMrtdges,  and  canals^  w^ich  are  under- 
taken in  many  parts  of  the  Uqiou,  iind  that  one 
improper  act  may  alter  for  a  time  this  happy 
state,  and  retard  every  improvement,  we  ooght  to 
be  cautious  before  we  change  the  ground  on  which 
we  stand.  Complaints  have  been  made  of  delay 
on  this  important  subject ;  they  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, witbovt  fpundation.  It  required  serious  de- 
lib^atioD.  and  no  time  has  b^  lost.  It  is  al- 
ways far  better  to  decide  rightly  than  quickly.  It 
is  immaterial  to  other  nations  what  estimate  we 
form  of  our  own  strength— there  are  two  roles  by 
which  they  will  judge:  the  number  of  men,  and 
the  state  of  the  treasur}^ .  Indeed,  it  seems  orlate 
to  have  besome  a  maxim  in  war,  that  the  longest 

Erse  is  the  lonffest  sword.  It  is  true  that  We 
ve  a  single  million  in  the  treasury  to  spare ;  it 
is  equally  true  that  resolutions  are  before  us, 
whichy  it  adopted,  will  require  at  least  that  sum 
to  carry  them  into  execution.  In  this  situation, 
ooght  we  to  take  measurea  which  may  endanger 
the  revenue  without  providing  ways  and  means  to 
9th  Coir.— ^23 


meet  auy  deficiency?  We  talk  of  war  with  an 
almost  empty  trea^sury;  no  tWo  things  can  be 
less  connected,  except  that  they  are  both  bad.  I 
have  stated  that  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
best  plan  to  secure  our  seamen  from  impressment ; 
but  the  man  who  shall  actually  produce  the  plan, 
which  shall  have  the  effect,  will  deserve  the  grat- 
itude of  the  nation. 

In  this  time  of  difficulty  we  are  all  embarked 
in  the  same  ship ;  my  ardent  prayer  is.  that  what- 
ever shall  be  done,  may  promote  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  all. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell. — ^Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise 
to  submit  to  the  Committee  some  of  the  ressotis 
that  will  govern  my  vote  on  the  measure  now 
under  discussiop.  In  doinpf  this,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  go  over  the  vanous  grounds  taken  in 
this  Jebate,  or  to  answer  the  several  arguments 
that  have  been  advanced,  in  support  of  principles 
to  which  I  am  opposed.  My  object  will  be  to  lay 
before  the  Committee  such  a  view  of  the  subject 
as  I  eoneeive  best  calculated  to  ascertain  the  true 
ground  on  which  we  stand,  and  the  measures 
which,  in  the  present  crisis  or  our  affairs,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  adopt. 

1  am  not  disposed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  pursue 
measures  that  will  crimson  the  American  fields 
with  the  blood  of  her  citizens,  any  more  than 
other  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject f 
nor  am  I  willing  that  thousands  of  innocent  per- 
sons should  sufier  distress  and  ruin,  for'tbe  benefit 
of  a  few  individuals — a  few  merchants ;  which,  it 
has  been  stated^  ^ill  be  the  effect  of  the  measure 
before  you;  neither^  sir,  will  I  ever  give  my  vote 
for  any  measure  that  shall  appear  to  me  calcula* 
ted  to  sacrifice  the  agricultural  interest  of  this  na- 
tion to  that  of  commerce,  or  have  a  tendency  to 
enhance  the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former; 
and  so  far  as  the  resolution  before  you  appears  to 
me  likely  to  produce  this  effect,  I  snail  oppose  it. 
The  people  whom  I  have  the  boiior  to  represent 
are  chiefly  agriculturists,  and  it  will  always  be 
-my  wish  and  my  pride,  to  support  their  interests, 
and  to  cherish  and  promote  the  agricultural  inter- 
est of  this  country  m  general,  so  far  as  it  may  be 
in  my  power.    But  I  am  not,  at  the  same  time,, 
prepared  to  see  the  nation  buffer,  without  resist- 
ance, every  indignity  with  which  Great  Britain 
may  choose  to  treat  her,  and  submit  patiently  to 
every  aggression  and  outrage  her  cruisers,  under 
her  authority,  may  choose  to  commit  on  our  citi- 
lens  and  our  commerce.    I  conceive  it  our  duty 
to  take  such  measures  as  will  prove  to, the  world 
a  determination  on  our  part  to  resist  injuries  and 
maintain  our  rights.-  In  regard  to  the  commer- 
cial relations  of  this  countrj^  with,  foreign  Powers, 
I  deem  it  proper  on  this  occasion  to  declare  it  as 
my  opinion,  which  I  have  always  entertained,   . 
that  it  would,  have  been  better  for  the  American 
people,  if  Government  had  never  given  protection 
to  commerce,  out  of  sight  of  our  own  territory, 
or  beyond  tne  reach  of  our  cannon  froin  our 
shores.    It  would  have  been  well  for  us,  sir,  if  the 
American  flag  had  never  floated  on  the  ocean, 
under  the  authority  of  Government,  to  waft  to 
this  country  the  luxuries  and  vices  of  European 
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nations,  that  effeminate  and  corrupt  our  people, 
to  excite  the  jealousies  and  cupidity  of  those  Pow- 
ers whose  existence,  in  a  great  degree,  depends  on 
comDtierce,  aod  to  court,  as  it  were,  their  aggrres- 
sioDs,  and  embroil  us  in  their  unjust  aod  moody 
contests.  If  we  had  guarded  against  those  pend- 
ing evils  by  leaving  commerce  to  seek  her  own 
protection,  except  within  the  limits  of  our  own 
jnrikliction,  we  should  have  had  a  fair  prospect 
of  jcontiouing  to  flourish  a  free,  independent^  and 
happy  nation,  much  looger  than  I  fear  will  he 
our  destiny  to  do,  if  we  continue  to  become  more 
and  more  entangled  in  European  politics  and 
intrigue^ — to  be  subject  to  feel  the  effects  of 
Suropean  convulsions,  and  national  contests,  in 
consequence  of  being  deeply  engaged  in  cornmer-^ 
cial  realations  with  European  rowers.  If  we 
had  adopted  this  policy,  foreign  nations  would 
have  vied  with  each  other  for  ouir  commerce  and 
our  friendship,  and  would  convey  the  surplus 
productions  of  our  country  from  our  storehouses, 
and  furnish  us  in  return  with  those  articles  and 
manufactures  of  their  countries,  which  our  neces- 
aities  or  convenience  might  require;  and  we  might 
then  behold  the  collisions  of  the  ^reat  Powers  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  their  jarriag  inter- 
ests contending  for  superiority,  without  endanger- 
ing our  peace  or  our  happioess,  and  with  no  other 
Inconvenience  than  the  regret  we  might  feel  for  the 
miseries  and  sufferings  of  that  portion  of  the  human 
family,  with  whom,  however, 'we  had  no  imme- 
diate connexions. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  commercial  nation,  abroad  as  well  as 
at  home.  Our  Gk>vernment  has,  in  some  degree, 
pled{;ed  the  nation  to  protect  commerce,  and  under 
this  impression  our  citizens  have  embarked  largely 
in  trade,  and  made  considerable  progress  therein. 
The  enterprising  soirit  of  our  merchants  has  raised 
this  nation  to  raok,  in  regard  to  commerce,. the 
■econd  in  the  world,  and  from  this  source  also^ 
our  revenue  is  chiefly  derived.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  aot  prepared  to  say^  this  is  the 
propitious  moment  to  retrace  our  ste|>s,  and  with- 
out even  giving  notice  of  our  intention  to  do  so, 
abandon  our  merchants  and  their  property  to  the 
rapacity  of  a  foreign  *nation.  I  conceive,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  afford  them  such  pro- 
tection as  the  resources^  of  our  country,  and  the 
prospects  we  have  heretofore  held  out.  would  au- 
thorize them  to  expect. 

In  examining  this  subject,  the  first  important 
inquiry  that  presenU  itself,  is,  in  regard  to  the 
grounds  of  complaint  which  have  occasioned  the 
resolution  before  you  to  be  proposed.  There  are 
two.  First,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen ;  and 
secood|  the  unjust,  and,  as  we  believe,  unauthor- 
ized  aggressions  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
the  cruisers  of  Great  Britain.  If  you  look  at  the 
documents  on  your  table,  you  will  see  that  our 
teamen  have  been  impressed  by  that  nation  for 
years  pi^st.  without  the  color  or  right,  and  in  a 
manner,  which  it  is  not  pretended,  on  this  floor, 
Is  authorized  by  justice,  or  sanctioned  by  the  laws 
or  usages  of  nations.  They  have  been  treated  in 
the  most  unhuman  manner,  if  information  is  to 


be  relied  upon ;  compelled  to  perform  the  hardest 
duty  in  her  ships  of  war,  and  forced  against  their 
will  to  fight  her  enemies,  who  were  at  the  same 
time  on  terms  of  friendship  with  us.     They  have 
been  taken  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  puce  to 
place — from  one  country  or  island  to  another; 
shifted  from  ship  to  ship,  and  often  sent  to  distant 
parts  of  the  world,  so  as  to  place  them  beyond  the 
research  of  their  friends  or  their  country,  aod  pat 
it  out  of  the  power  of  either  to  reclaim  them,  by 
producing  the  proofs  required  of  their  ciiizenshlp 
to  obtain  their  liberation.    It  has  been  stated  thiu 
Great  Britain  has  always  been  willing  to  deliver 
up  such  impressed  seamen  as  were  proved  to  be 
bona  fide  American  citizens.  •  But  this  is  a  falla- 
cious pretext  on  her  part,  from  which  little  or  no 
benefit  can  arise  to  us.    She  impresses  oor  people, 
without  inquiring  in'  regard  to  their  citizenship, 
or  paying  the  least  regard  to  their  nroiections. 
Their  friends  knew  not. where  to  6ad  them,  the 
Gbvernment  cannot  afcertain  where  they  are^ 
and  years  sometimes  pass  before  it  is  koova 
whither  they  have  been  carried.    It  ha«,  theicfore, 
in  most  cases,  been  found  impossible  io  procore 
their  release,  aod  restore  them  to  their  friends  and 
their  country ;  and  there  are  at  this  moment,  un- 
justly detained  by  that  nation,  between  two  and 
three  thousand  of  our. seamen;  who  have  been 
impressed  without  any  other  pretext,  than  that 
they  spoke  the  English  laiiguage,  or  resembled^  ia 
their  persons,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  empire. 
Our  Government  has,  in  vain,  remonstrated,  time 
after  time,  on  this  subject  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James.    No  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be 
obtained,  nor  is  there  any  fair  grooad  to  expect  a 
change  in  the  conduct  or  that  uovernment  io  this 
respect.    Complaints  have  been  made  and  repeat- 
ed m  every  quarter  of  the  Union  on  this  subject 
The  outrages  committed  on  our  citizens  have 
made  an  impression  on^the  public  mind,  that  de- 
mands on  our.  part  the  adoption  of  aone  decisive 
measure  to  correct  the  growing  evO.    It  has,  in* 
deed,  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that  there  exists  a  prospect  of  the  fair  adjuniment 
of  our  differences  with  €heat  Britain  on  this  sob- 
jecL    I  would  ask  those  ^ntlemen,  upon  what 
information  this  opinion  u  founded  ?    For  my- 
self, Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  of  no  just  ground  to 
authorize,  such  expectation.    The  documents  oa 
your  table  do  not  justify  a  belief,  that  there  is  at 
this  titne  the  least  prospect  of  adjustment.    They 
inform  us,  there  was  once  such  a  prospect,  but  that 
it  has  loiMp  since  vanished ;  nod  so  far  as  we  caa 
collect  information,  from  those  documents,  as  wdl 
as  from  other  sources,  there  is  not  to  be  found  ia 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Ministers,  the  slightest 
foundation  for  a  belief  that  they  are  diapmed  to 
relinquish  the  ground  they  have  taken,  unless  it  is 
rendered  necessary  by  some  effective  measoies  oa 
our  part.    I  would  then  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say,  if  we  are  not  at  this  time  to  take  any  step 
whatever,  towards  vindicatioff  our  violated  rishts, 
trheo  will  be  the  proper  time  for  us  to  act?    Have 
we  not  patiently  endured   those  injuries  long 
enough?    And  ii  not,  how  much  longer  miut  we 
tamely  submit  to  them  ?    What  time  can  be  moie 
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fa7orable  tbnn  the  present  to  resist  them?  Will 
it  be  when  Great  Britain  has  gotten  into  her  pos- 
session a  greater  number  of  our  seamen  ?  When, 
insread  ofnear  three  thousand,  »he  will  have  got- 
ten, six,  eight,  or  ten  thousand  7  Will  it  then  be 
a  more  proper  time  to. make  a  stand — to  call  upon 
lier  by  some  efficient  measure  to  do  us  justice — 
to  treat  us  as  an  independent  nation,  or  to  tell  her. 
Jiat  we  will  at  least,  ceaiie  to  treat  her  as  a  friend? 
[  presume  not,  sir.  I  cannot  conceive  it  proper 
hat  we  should  wait  for  such  an  event,  before  we 
nake  a  stand  in  defecce  of  our  rights.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no  time 
Dore  likely  than  the  present,  to  render  effeetnal 
iny  measures,  we  may  adopt.  The  present  state 
>f  the  war  in  Europe,  which  sufficiently  occupies 
(le  great  Powers  in. that  quarter,  if  properly  con- 
idered,  and  its  probable  results,  in  r^^rd  to  us, 
luly  weighed,  ought,  it  appears,  to  me,  to  con- 
rince  any  man  of  reflection  that  this  is  the  most 
avorable  moment  to  insist  on  finally  a'jjusting 
»ur  differences  on  this  subject  with  Great  Britain. 
The  right  of  our  seamen  to  protection,  while  they 
ail  under  our  flag,  is  undeniable.  It  is  a  perfect 
i^bt,  as  much  so  as  the  right  to  be  protected 
rithin  our  houses,  or  in  our  carriages  on  the  high- 
ray.  You  ought,  therefore,  never  to  abandon  it, 
n  any  pretence  whatever;  nay^  sir,  you  cannot 
bandoo  it,  in  justice  to  your  citizens,  unless,  in- 
eed,  you  are  willinff  to  surrender  your  independ- 
nce  as  a  nation.  The  ocean  is  a  highway  (or  all 
lations,  aver  which  no  one  Power  has  exclusive 
ur isd  ictiom  If  you  resign  this  right  now  to  Gre^t 
Britain,  what  reason  have  you  to  believe  she  will 
lot  push  her  demands  further,  and  Urge  you  to 
esign  another,  that  may  be  still  more  important? 
t  is  hifi^h  time  that  this  business  was  brought  to  a 
inal  close,  for  if  your  seamen  are  to  be  seized 
vherever  they  are  found  on  the  ocean,  you  had 
tetter  strip  youir  ships  of  every  sail  tney  carry, 
onfine  your  citizens  within  the  limits  of  your 
wn  jurisdiction,  to  fight  your  own  battles,  should 
t  become  necessary,  rather  than  see  them  exposed 
pinst  their  will,  in  fighting  the  battles  of  a  for- 
ign  nation. 

The  second  ground  of  complaint  is  the  aggrea- 
ioos  committ^  on  our  commerce,  contrary  to 
be  law  of  nations,  and  in  rioiation' of  every  prln- 
iple  of  justice.  Great  Britain  assumes  to  her- 
elf  the  right  to  interdict  to  neutral  nations  a 
ommercial  intercourse  with  the  colonies  of  her 
nemies,  except  under  such  modifications  as  she 
as  been  pleased  to  prescribe.  She  justifies  the 
apture  of  your  ressels  on  the  ground  of  their 
emg  engaged  in  a  commerce,  during  the  war, 
bat  was  not  open  to  them  in  time  of  peace.  If 
his  principle  be  once  admitted  as  correct,  and 
arried  to  the  full  extent  of  which  it  is  capable*  it 
rill  be  found,  in  its  consequences,  almost  wholly 
0  destroy,  not  only  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
ry  as  a  neotral,  but  that  of  every  neutral  nation 
Q  the  world.  You  are  told  you  must  not  in  time 
f  war  exceed  your  accustomed  traffic  in  time  of 
«ace.  What  is  the  consequence?  War,  m  a 
;reat  degree,  destroys  the  trade  which  you  were 
iccuatooied  to  enjoy  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  great 


part  of  it  becomes  contraband  of  war ;  and  this 
new  principle  shuts  up  all  the  avenues  of  com* 
merce  that  were  opened,  in  consequence  of,  or 
even  during  the  war.  What  commerce,  then,  lei 
me  ask,  wul  be  left  to  the  neutral  1  None,  sir, 
that  will  deserve  the  name  of  commerce*  But 
the  reasons  advanced  in  support  of  this  principle, 
will  go  still  further  to  show  its  destructive  con- 
sequences. One- of  the  reastons  given  why  yon 
most  not  carry  on  this  trade,  is,  because  it  is  ben- 
eficial to  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  as  you 
thereby  furnish  them  with  prorisions  and  other 
articles  of  merchandise,  ^hich  relieve  them  from 
the  pressure  of  the  war,  and  prevent  her  from  de- 
riving all  the.  benefits  she  otherwise  would  do^ 
fVom  her  sq|)eriority  at^sea.  If  there  b  any  solid- 
ity in  this  reasoning  it  will  go  the  whole  length 
to  prohibit  you  from  carrying  the  productions  of 
your  own  farms  to  any  nation  the  enemy  of  Great 
Britain.  Tour  provisions,  bread  stuffs,  beef,  and 
pork,  are  surely  as  usieful  for  carrying  on  war  as 
the  produce  of  the  West  India  islands.  She  has 
hitherto,  it  is  true,  applied  this  reasoning  only  to 
the  proa  net  ions  of  the  colonies,  but  it  will  equal- 
ly apply  to  those  of  yoor  bwti  country.  Hence, 
the  injustice  and  absurdity  of  the  principle  must 
appear  evident  to  every  discerning  and  unpreju- 
diced mind.  But  she  has  already,  in  carrying  in- 
to eSbct  her  new  principle,  gone  further  than 
merely  to  prohibit  neutrals  from  carrying  colonial 
produce  directly  taihe  ports  of  her  enemies.  She 
has  laid  the  ground-work  to  prevent  you  from 
carrying  to  those  ports  your  own  productions. 
Your  vessels  are  seized  and  condemned  for  being 
engaged  in  conveying  to  her  enemies  colonial 
produce,  which  has  been  fairly  purchased  and 
paid  for  by  your  citizens,  brought  to  this  country, 
and,  according  to  your  revenue  laws,  made  a  ]Nirt 
6f  the  common  stock  of  the  nation.  If  there  is  a 
shade  of  difference  in  principle  between  this  case, 
and  that  in  which  the  produce  of  your  own  farms 
should  be  captured  on  its  way  to  the  same  ene- 
my's ports,  it  is  as  flimsy  as  can  be  conceived  to 
exist.  When  your  people  have  purchased  the 
productions  of  other  countries,  and  fairly  paid  for 
them ;  brought  them  into  your  own,  and  complied 
with  your  municipal  regulations  respecting  tneni« 
they  become  neutralized,  and  as  much  a  part  oi 
the  common  stock  of  the  nation  as  if  they  had 
been  raised  on  yoor  own  fairms ;  and  the  same 
principle  that  would  inhibit  you  from  carrying 
these  to  the  ports  of  a  belligerent,  would,  by  par- 
ity of  reasoning,  prevent  you  from  carrying  to  the 
same  ports  the  productions  of  your  own  farms.  ^ 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  for  a  moment  inquire 
whence  Great  Britain  derives  the  right,  according 
to  any  known  principle  of  law  or  justice,  to  seize 
and  condemn  colonial  produce,  the  property  of  a 
neutral,  in  consequence  of  its  being  destined  for 
the  ports  of  the  (mrent  State,  her  enemy  ?  Stran- 
gers can  acquire  no  rights  against  eacn  other,  in 
consequence  of  the  domestic  regulations  relative 
to  commerce,  which  a  Power  independent  of 
them  may  choose  to  establish.  Suppose  France^ 
by  law,  in  time  of  peace,  should  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  Goloniat  produce  to  her  poru,  on  the 
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contiDeot,  except  io  her  own  Tesseb,  Great  Brit- 
ain could  ha7e  no  ri^ht  to  capture  an  American 
Teasel  epgaged  in  $ucn  trade.  ITrance  alone  could 
rightfully  seize  and  coD^demn  such  vessel  for  the 
iiaraction  of  her  laws;  but  no  other  Power  could 
J^ye  such  right.  Suj^pose  such  prohibitions  re- 
mored  by  France  during  a  war,  and  the  trade  de- 
.^lared  lawful^  could  jGlreat  Britain  thereby  acquire 
A  right  to  capture  such  vessels  lor  being  engaged 
in  a  trade  now  declared  lawful,  which  she  could 
not  do  when,  it  was  unlawful?  Certainly  she 
would  not«  Such  doctrine  would  be  contrary  to 
$he  plainest  dictates  of  reason  aAd  eooamon  sense. 
She  had  no  right  to  capture  such  yess^l,  while  the 
prohibition  continued,and  she  could  not  certainly 
acquire  the  rigJit  by  such  prohibitiqp  being  re- 
aoved.  The  interveniion  of  war  cannot  alter 
Ihe  case,  for  the  rights  of  neutrals,  eicept  as  to 
contraband,  remain  the  same  in  tim6  oi  war  as 
they  were  daring  peace  I  must  therefore  oon- 
aider  this  principle  assumed  by  Great  Britain  as 
a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  con- 
trarjr  to  every  principle  of  justice,  and  such  as  . 
Ottgnt  not  to  be  sanctioned  of  this  or  any  other 
indepenajent  nation.  If  you  tamely  submit  in  this 
ins.tance,  she  will  assuredly  push  her  aggressions 
atill  further;  encroach  on  ;^our  rights,  step  by 
atep,  as  her  cpnvenience  and  interest  may  require, 
antii  she  bar  effectually  destroyed  your  commerce, 
and  monopolized  to  herself  the  whole  of  its  pro- 
fits, .  That  part  of  our  commerce  tbat  becomes 
immedialely  subject  to  the  operation  of  this  new 
principle,  has  been  stated. as  very  unimportant, 
and  under  the  name  of  the  carrying  trade,  has 
been  ridiculed  as  not  meriting  the  notice  of  Gk)v- 
<eniment.  A  very  few  remarks  however  will,  1  ap- 
prehend, show  that  it  is  not  so  insignificant  as  has 
been  represented.  In  our  trade  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, there  is  a  balance  in  her  favor  of  neaiiy 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  This  balaoce  must  be 
paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States  to  other  countries.  Many  of  those 
.^Gantries  that  consume  a  ^ reat  portion  of  our  pro- 
duce, cannot  give  us  specie  in  return.  Our  mer- 
chants must  merefore,  jn  all  such  cases,  return 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  such  coun- 
tries instead  of  specie;  and,  as  the, quantity  of 
foreign  produce  and  goods  tbus  received  exceeds 
the  amount  necessary  to  supply  the  denaaads  for 
consumption  in  this  country,  it  becomes  import- 
ant that  this  surplus  should  be  carried  to  other 
markets,  where  tnere  is  a  demand  for  it.  and 
where  specie  can  be  obtained  in  return.  This  has 
heretofore  been  done  by  our  merchantSy  by  first 
importing  such  foreign  produce  into  our  own 
country,  and  then  re«ezporting  the  same  for  a 
market ;  and  by  means  of  this  trade  alone  have 
they  been  enabled  to  discharge  the  balance  against 
us  m  our  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  annual 
value  of  imports  into  the  United  States  amounts 
to  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars ;  of  this, 
twenty-eight  millions  are  re-exported  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  of  that  amouat,  eighteen  mil- 
li(»B  go  to  the  dominions  of  Holland,  Franee, 
Spain,  and  luly.  The  greater  part  of  which  is 
«JV>^?ct  to  Rapture  by  the  oew  printiple  of  the 


law  of  nations  acted  upon  by  Great  BritatD*  This 
is  the  carrying  trade,  sir,  which  gentlemen  have 
considered  so  unimportant  as  not  to  nierit  the  at- 
tention of  Gk)veroment.  Instead  of  estimating 
this  trade  at  9^50,000,  as  gentlemeo  have  done^ 
being  the  -net  revenue  derived  therefrom,  (and 
whi<ih  is  not -considered  as  paid  bf  citizens  of  the 
United  States,)  it  may  fairly  be  estimated  at 
nearly  eighteen  millions,  or  about  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  of  your  imports,  nearly  in  the  propor- 
tion of  eighteen. million  to  seventy-five^  For  if 
your  merchants  are  not  permitted  to  re-export  the 
surplus  foreign  produce  to  those  markets  where 
there  is  a  demand  for  it,  it  will  remain  an  their 
hands  and  rot  in  their  storehouses.  This  would 
also  sink  the  price  of  your  own  produce,  ms  then 
■could  not  be  a  sufficient  demand  for  it,  because 
your  merchants  would  not  receive  in  return  for- 
eign produce.  Your  trade  must,  theiefore,  be 
diminished  nearly  in  the  proportion  before  stated. 
I  ask  gentlemen  it  this  trade  b  cut  ofl^  how  your 
merchants  are  to  get  specie  to  meet  the  baltoec 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain  of  twelve  millioos  of 
dollars  1  If  this  cannot  be  done,  your  imports 
must  diminish  in  proportion  as  the  means  of  re- 
mittance fail,  and  your  revenue  must  also  feel  the 
shock,  and  suffer  in  the  same  proportion  as  voar 
importations  are  lessened.  This  is  a  view  of  the 
subject,  which  I  presume  deserves  at  least  the 
serious  consideration  of  gentlemen,  and  I  be^  of 
them  to  pause  before  they  agree  to  relinquish, 
without  a  struggle,  this  portion  of  our  naiioDtl 
rights.— for,  if  you  submit  in  this  instance  to  the 
interdiction  imposed  by  Great  Britain  of  carryiof 
colonial  produce  to  the  ports  of  her  enemies,  she 
wiU  assuredly  advance  her  pretensions^  as  already 
stated,  still  further,  and  insist  on  the  r^ht  to  pro- 
hibit you  from  supplying  them  with  your  own; 
and  it  may  fairly  be  asked,  on  the  ground  she  has 
takeUj  where  is  the  difierence  between  sending 
colonial  produce  to  her  enemies  and  sending  your 
own  produce?  The  quantum  of  injury  to  her, 
and  or  benefit  to  them,  will  be  the  same ;  and  she 
will- have  nearly  the  same  right  to  prohibit  in  the 
one  case  as  in  the  othen  This  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  some  decisive  step  that  will  con- 
vince Cheat  Britain  that  we  are  determined  not 
to  submit  to  these  aggressions;  that  will  tell  her, 
in  firm  and  manly, language,  thu&iar  you  may  gt^ 
but  not  farther.  Oa  this  subject,  also,  our  Gov- 
ernment has  remonstrated,  an  tbat  of  Great  Brit- 
ain without  efiect*  No  satisfhctory  arrangements 
oould  be  obtained,  and  there  is  no  .greater  pros- 
pect of  an  amicaUe  adjustment  of  otir  differences 
with  that  nation  at  this  moment  than  there  was 
a  year  ago,  nor  have  I  any  idea  that  we  shall  find 
ourselves  in  a  better  situation  in  this  respect^  ooe^ 
two,  or  three  years  hence,  if  we  tamely  acquiesce 
than  we  now  are.  There  is,  therefore,  no  groona 
for  deky ;  we  can  derive  no  benefit  from  it ;  this 
is  the  time  we  ought  to  act,  the  moat  propitious 
that  is  likely  to  present  itself. 

I  shall,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  notice 
the  present  state  of  our  relations  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  we  are  prohib- 
ited by  any  existing  treaty  or  regulation,  from 
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adopting  sDcb  measures,  in  regard  to  her,  as  the 
present  state  of  our  afikirs  may  seem  to  require. 
We  hare  no  commereial  treaty  with  that  natioo, 
except  in  relation  to  her  colonies  on  the  continent 
of  America,  adjacent  to  the  United  States.    We 
are,  therefore^  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  regulations 
in  regard  to  our  commerce  with  her,  as  our  situ* 
ation  may  require.    We  are  certainly  not  bound, 
before  n^e  adopt  a  commercial  regulation,  to  in^ 
^uire  how  Qreat  Britain  would  approve  it  9    Or 
that  it  might  affect  her  interest,  except  so  far  as  to 
ascertain  its  efficiency  to  induce  her  toremoTe  the 
grounds  of  complaint.    We,  ondpobtedly,  hare 
the  right  to  declare  with  what  fiiatioD  we' will 
carry  on  eomnlerce,  witboQi  giving  just  cause  Of 
war.    This  is  a-right  inherent  in  every  independ- 
ent nation ;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  it^  we  ar»  not 
to  be  guided  b^  the  power  or  weakness  of  jbe  na*^ 
tioQ  it  may  afiect.  The  right  is  the  same  whether 
Great  Britain  has  one  hundred  or  oae  thousand 
ships  o€  wall ;  and  if  yon  resign  this  rij^ht  to  reg* 
ulace  your>own  commarce,.  you  maf  aswell  re^ 
si^o  your  independence  as  a  oatioa.    But,  in  jus- 
tiiying  this  conduct  toward  us,  does  Qreat Britaia 
pretend  that  we  have  acted  unfriendly  to  her  ? 
No;  she  has  taken  no  such  grctund,  except,  indeed^ 
in  statiaff  that  this  part  of  oar  commerce  is  bene- 
ficial to  her  enemies,  which  would  equally  apply 
to  any  other  part  of  oar  trade  with  them.    There 
is,  therefore,  no  concession  we  can  make,  consist*^ 
ent  with  our  just  rights  as  a  nation,  that  would 
be  likely  to  produce  a  relinquishment  on  her  part 
of  the  ground  she  has  taken.    BeUeving^  there- 
fore, the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  lo  be  such  as 
requires  some  efficient  measures  to  be  taken  on 
our  party  and  believing,  also,  we  have- a  right, 
without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  to  adopt  the  ires- 
lution  under  considerationi  or  any  other  of  a  sim'^ 
iiar  nature,  I  shall  proceed  to  inquire  the  effects 
such  a  measure  would  have  on  Great  Britain,  and 
the  probability  that  it  would  iaduce  her  to  do  us 
justice.     There  is  at  present  annually  imported 
into  this  country  from  the  domiaioas  of  Great 
Britain^  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  thirty*five 
millions'  of  dollars }  for  the  greater  part  of  which 
ihe  receives  specie,  or  American  produce,  equally 
raluable, -and  more  necessarjr  for  her  support  as  a 
latioo.  ^  In  this  trade  there  is  ifi  her  favor  a  bal- 
ince  of  twelve  millions  ol  dollars^    Surely,  sir,  it 
!aa  require  no  argument  to  convince  any  man  of 
he  vast  importance  to  GHreat  Britain  oi  a  trade 
hat  furnishes  a  market  for  so  grearia  quantity  of 
ler  produce  and  manufactures;  supplies  her  in^ 
etorn  with  those  articles  which  are  most  neces- 
ary  for  her  support,  and  produces  a  balance  in 
ler  favx>r  of  twelve  millioas  of  dollars.    A  total 
r  partial  interdiction  of  this  trade  would  dimin- 
sh  her  profits  derived  therefrom,  in  propoFtion  to* 
he  extent  of  such  interdiction.    Her  matrafao* 
ares  would  remain  on  hand  and  rot  in  her  store* 
ousea  ;  there  would  be  no  demand  for  them  in 
European  markets,  when  the  like  articles  are 
iroished  from  the  maaufaclures  of  their  own 
DUQtries,  add  the  resources  of  the  natioa  would 
ifier  in  proportion  as  the'trede  was  stagnated.  If 
'e  are  to  pay  anjf  regaird  to  the  pablioprinto  of 


that  natioB)  we- must  eoneinde  such  a  measure 
would  have  a  very^setious  efibct  upon  her  interest. 
They  inform  us  that  country  'would  sustain  ait 
annual  loss  of  seven  millions  sterling,  by  the  ope* 
ration  of  a  measure  siinilar  to  that  before  you.  Is 
it  iikely,  sir,  ber  merchants  would  tamely  submit 
to  such  a  loss  ?  No,  they  would  oet ;  ^they  wOuld 
call-  on  their  Gh)vernment  to  remove  the  caus^ 
and  their  ^ower  aind  infloeoee  there  are  too  weH 
known  to  believe  they  would  not  be  heard.  Fur* 
ther,  Mr.  Chairman,  such  tf  measure  wOuld  induce 
our  merchants  to  seek  other  markets,  where  they 
cpsld  vend  our  produce  and  receive  the  necessairy 
supplies.  Ill  this  Great  Britain  would  discover 
the  dangerous  consequences  likely  to  arise  from 
her  injustice,  and  feel  sensibly  the  effects  it  might 
produce  on  her  utercaatile  interest.  Thb  meaa-^ 
ore  would  have  another  effect  in  regard  to  us.  It 
would  render  us  less  dependent  than  we  now  are 
on  Great  Britain ;  ^ich,  I  conceive,  would  be~« 
very  fortunate  circumstance ;  for  I  cannot  con- 
sidei:  it  the  interest  of  this  country  to  be  united 
too  closely  with.-  or  rendered  dependent  on  anf 
fbreign  nation,  by  means  of  mercantile  connex** 
ioQs  with  her  citisens ;  and,  in  proportion  as  ouiC 
connexions  with,  and  dependence  on,  Gteat  Brit* 
ain  would  cease  io  this  respect,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion we  should  be  freed  from' foreign  iofiuencef 
and  from  the  effects  produced  by  her  mercantile^ 
interest  on  the  public  mind,  in  some  portions  of 
this  country.  Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
notice  an  observation  made  by  the  honorable 
Speaker,  (Mil  Macon,)  when  he  inquired  why 
our  merchants  did  not  go  to  other  markets  than 
those  of  Great  Britain  Y  The  answer  is  obviocr^ 
from  i^at  has  been  already  said.  Many  of  our 
merchants  are  connected  with  British  merchants ; 
many  of  them  the  mere  factors  of  British  mer? 
chants,  trading  with  British  capital ;  such  men 
will  not  seek  other  markets,  while  they  are  per* 
mitted  to  procure  their  mercnandise  in  that  coaii<« 
try,  where  they  btf  ve  their  capital  and  connexion* 
— where  they  ate  better  known,  and  have  more 
extensive- credit  ;>our  real  American  merchants 
have  also  large  connexions  and  extensive  credit 
there,  and  they  will  be  unwilling  to  relinquish 
these,  unless  Government  shall,  by  some  effective 
measure,  give  a  new  direction  to  trade  and  a  new 
impulse  to  our  commercial  affairs.  But,  let  thier 
once  take  place;  and  •  I  am  convinced  our  mei^ 
chants  wiH>be-aDle  to  procure  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  articles  we  eonsuine  at  other  Eoropean  mar^ 
ket^-^those  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Italy,  and' 
Gtermanyj  &c.,  ones  zood  terms;  or, the  channels 
<i€  trade  oace  changed.  Great  Britain  will  find  it 
difficult  to  restore  them  to  their  former  direction* 
This  she  must  know,  and  when  she  sees  the  con*-- 
duct  she  is  now  pursuing  will  produce  this  effeeV 
there  is  reason  to  believe  she  will  relinquish  the 
ground  she  has  taken  and  do  us  justice.  It  is  her 
mterestj  it  i J  her  true  policy  to  do  so. 

It  is  said)  however,  that  though  we  interdict 

importation  from  Great  Britain,  she  will  be  able, 

notwithstanding,  to  discharge  or  dispose  of  all  her 

maanfaetures ;  that  they  will  find  other  markets. 

I^and  through  them  &Bid  their  way  to  the  United' 
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States.  This  is  ao  erasive  and  an  iocoDclosiFe 
argument.  It  may  be  a  sound  general  principle 
that  commerce,  od  a  large  scale,  will  seek  its  mar- 
kets and  find  its  level,  as  (be  waters  do  in  the 
ocean :  but  regulation,  sueb  as  that  before  you, 
will  a£fect  its  course,  change  its  direction,  impede 
its  progress,  and  determine  its  channels,  so  as  to 
deprive  some  countries  of  its  benefits,  in  favor  of 
others,  in  the  same  manner  that  mountains,  hills, 
and  valleys,  chanee  and  shape  the  directions  of 
water  courses  in  their  progress  to  the  ocean. 

But,  it  is  insisted,  this  measure  will  produce 
war  J I  consider  it  entirely  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
mercial regulation,  and  such  as  cannot,  as  already 
stated,  g\  ve  any  just  cause  of  war.  But,  it  is  ask- 
ed, wiliGreat  Britain  inquire  whether  it  is.  or  is 
not.  just  cause  of  war?  Will  she  not  consider  it 
io.  necause  it  is  agatn:;t  her  interest  ?  If  gentle- 
men will  have  it  that  Great  Britain  has  abandon- 
ed everv  principle  of  justice,  it  is  rain  to  expect 
she  will,  on  any  occasion,  be  governed  by  reason. 
or  motives  of  propriety,  io  her  conduct  toward 
OS ;  if  she  is  totally  regardless  of  common  right, 
and  governed  by  ner  interests  alone,  she  waits 
only  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to  give  our 
commerce  a  more  deadly  blow ;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, higl^  time  to  withdraw  ourseWes  from  all 
connexiuns  with  her.  But,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
go  this  length ;  I  cannot  believe  a  great  nation, 
who  holds  a  dignified  rank  among  the  Powers  of 
the  earthy  would  expose  herself  to  the  indignation 
and  derision  of  the  wot]dj  b]r  abandoning  all  re- 

rt  for  justice  and  public  rickt.  I  must  believe 
still  retains  some  reeard  for  her  national 
honor ;  and.  if  not  for  her  honor,  she  docs  for  her 
interest :  all  that  she  could  say,  with  any  color  of 
justice,  would  be,  that  she  has  the  right  to  adopt 
other  regulations  on  her  rart  to  counteract  yours. 
Let  us  inquire  into  the  effect  of  such  r^ulattons. 
She  may  say^  your  produce  shall  not  ffo  to  her 
colonies,  her  islands,  or  any  of  her  dominions.  If 
ahe  takes  this  measare,  she  will  prepare  the  most 
effectual  scourge  for  her  own  subjects.  She  will 
reduce  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  not  only  to 
a  state  of  starvation,  but  force  them  at  length,  in 
all  probability,  into  insurrection.  We  have  alrea- 
dy witnessed  the  complaints  of  those  people  to  the 
mother  country.  We  have  seen  the  picture  they 
have  drawn  or  their  sufferings  and  distress,  and 
their  declarations  that  they  cannot  exist  without 
the  produce  of  the  United  States.  How,  then, 
ahall  Britain  retaliate?  She  cannot  do  it  effectu- 
ally without  injuring  herself  more  than  she  will 
you.  Hence,  f  am  clearly  of  opinion,  the  adop- 
tion of  proper  measures  oirour  part-— of  measures 
similar  to  that  before  you — would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  in ,  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  toward  us. 

An  important  inquiry  remains  to  be  made;  and 
that  is,  the  effects  such  a  measure,  as  that  now  be- 
before  you,  would  produce  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  revenue,  and  on  the  ag- 
ricultural interest.  It  has  been  insisted  that  it 
Would  destroy  your  commerce.  This  must  be  on 
the  supposition  that  it  would  produce  war.  I  have 
andeavored  to  show  this  would  not  be  the  neces- 


sary nor  even  the  probable  consequence  of  it.    I 
am  nut,  however,  prepared  to  vote  for  it^  at  this 
lime,  in  its  present  tthape ;  but  I  do  not  refuse  my 
assent  to  it  because  I  believe  it  to  be  a  war  meas- 
ure^ nor  because  I  think  Great  Britain  herself 
would  consider  it  so,  but  because  I  conceive  it 
more  advisable  to  adopt  a  measure  that  will  not 
so  materially  affect  either  your  commerce,  your 
revenue,  or  your  agricultural  interest.    Oa  thia 
ground  I  would   myself  prefer  a  measure  that 
would  impose  additional  duties  on  British  mes- 
chandise,  or  I  would  agree  to  interdict  the  import- 
ation into  this  country  of  certain  specified  arti- 
cles, the  growth  or  manuCacture  of  Great  Britato, 
as  proposed  by  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Maryland.    This  measure  wonld 
not  have  a  very  serious  e^ect  upon  the  commerce 
of  our  country,  as  such  articles  might  be  selected, 
and,  indeed,  are  in  the  resolution  alluded  to,  as 
could  be  conveniently  enough  procured  at  other 
markets.    It  would,  at  the  same  time,  paralyze 
the  most  valuable  and  profitable  portion  of  British 
manufactures,  and  enlist  the  mercantile  interest  of 
that  country  against  the  present  unjust  proceed- 
ings of  their  Government.    The  result  cannot 
well  be  doubted  by  those  who  know  the  powerfal 
influence  their  merchants  have  over  the  afl&irsot 
that  nation.    The  amount  of  duties  arising  fron 
merchandise  imported  from  Great  Britain,  paying 
a  duty  ad  valorem,  is  somewhat  less  than  three 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.    The  articles  pro- 
}iosed  to  be  prohibited  are  chiefly  of  the  descrip- 
tion payinff  such  duty,  but  do  not  include  the 
whole  of  them.    The  introduction  will  not  prob- 
ably extend  to  more  than  one-half  the  merchan- 
dise in  value,  paying  such  duty.  But,  suppose  the 
amount,  on  tne  prohibited  articles,  should  be  two 
millions — the  only  diminution  of  revenue  that 
could  take  place  must  arise  from  a  faUure  on  the 
part  of  our  meichants  to  obtain  those  articles  at 
other  markets,  and  would  be  only  proportioned 
to  such  failure.    Suppose  they  should  fail  in  ob- 
taining those  articles  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth 
of  the  whole ;  the  loss  of  revenue  would  be  pro- 
portioned, and  might  be  estimated  at  half  a  mil- 
lion ;  though  I  do  not, myself^  from  the  best  inform- 
ation I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  believe  it  would 
exceed  one  or  two  hundred  thousand   dollars. 
This  loss  of  revenue  is  certainly  not  so  important 
as  to  prevent  us  from  adopting,  and,  once  adopted, 
adhering  to  a  measure  we  deem  calculated  to  vin- 
dicate our  rights.    I  shall  not  descend  into  de- 
uils,  as  to  the  countries  in  which  those  articles 
can  be  procured.    Mercantile  gentlemen  have 
spoken,  and  differed  on  this  subject ;  but,  from  the 
mott  correct  information  to  ble  obtained  here,  I 
am  of  opinion  there  are  few  articles  now  gotten 
from  the  dominions  of  Ghreat  Britain,  which  are 
necessary  for  our  consumption,  that  may  not  be 
obtained  from  other  markets.    Hence,  sir,  it  does 
appear  .to  me,  that  such  a  measure  as  that  above 
proposed,  would  not,  in  any  great  degree,  affect 
your  commerce  or  your  revenueu 

I  will  now  >.ttbmit  a  few  remarks  with  regard 
to  the  effects  of  such  a  measure  on  the  agricultu- 
ral interesu  of  this  country.    It  will  here  be  oIk 
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serf  ed,  that  no  propositioo  has  been  made  that 
goes  to  restrict  our  ejcports.  They  will,  of  coarse, 
concjooe  to  seek  the  best  markets,  and  oar  produce 
will  find  its  way  to  Great  Britain,  as  u'saal.  I  ad- 
mit, however,  that  commerce  and  agriculture  are 
BO  intimately  connected,  that  you  cannot  give  a 
dangerous  blow  to  the  one  witnont  its  being  seri- 
ously felt  by  the  other.  But,  when  this  is  admit- 
ted to  be  the  case,  it  furnishes  the  strongest  ground 
for  extending  protection  to  commerce, lest  the  ag- 
ricultural interest  shoo  Id  suffer,  in  consequence  of 
;he  wound  given  your  commerce.  1  am  also  wil- 
ing to  admit  it  probable,  if  we  prohibit  the  intro- 
duction of  British  manu^ctures  into  this  country, 
t  may,  in  some  degree,  reduce  the  price  of  our 
i)roduce  that  goes  to  Great  Britain,  but  not  to  such 
m  extent,  as  to  be  seriously  felt.  '  It  is  also  true, 
hat  Great  Britain  now  receives  the  greatest  part 
>f  the  staplearticles,  cotton  and  tobacco,  exported 
Tom  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  But, 
thould  the  proposed  measure  be  adopted,  she  will 
(tand  hi  as  much  need  of  cotton  as  she  now  does, 
fler  manufactures  cannot  be  carried  on  without 
he  raw  materials,  and  she  cannot  procure  a  sof- 
icieney  of  this  article  from  any  other  quarter. 
Phis  interdiction  cannot,  therefore,  affect  the 
ffice  of  cotton,  or  if  it  should,  it  must  be  in  a 
rery  small  degree  indeed.  I  am  not,  however,  for 
nterdicting  the  importation  from  Great  Britain  of 
iotton  manufactures,  because  I  believe  it  would 
le  di£5cult  to  obtain  them  at  other  markets.  This 
vill  remove  the  greatest  objection  that  has  been 
tated  on  this  subieut  by  the  gentleman  from 
jleorgia,  as  Great  Britain  will  still  continue  to 
lave  the  same  demand  for  this  article.  With  re- 
gard to  tobacco,  its  price  cannot  be  materially  af* 
ected  by  this  measure;  it  naay.  perhaps,  in  a  small 
legree,  as  their  merchants  will  not  be  able  to  ex- 
change  their  manufactures  for  it,  but  this  cannot 
)e  such  as  to  be  sensibly  fek.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
consider  the  objections  made  to  adopting  such 
I  measure,  on  the  sround  of  its  injurious  effects 
>o  the  agricultural  interest,  as  well  founded.  I 
conceive,  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs,  the 
»Dly  way  in  which  we  can  secure  and  promote 
he  interest  of  agriculture,  is  to  protect  our  com- 
nerce.  But,  we  are  asked  if,  by  this  measure, 
ire  can  expect  to  produce  any  considierable  effect 
ipon  a  powerful  nation,  without  its  producinit 
ome  redaction  on  ourselves?  I  answer,  we  mu!<t 
!xpect,  In  some  degree,  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  I 
lefieve  the  American  people  are  prepared  to  suf- 
er  some  inconveniences  to  obtain  redress.  They 
lo  not  expect,  when  measures  are  taken  to  vindi- 
»te  their  rights,  to  be  permitted  to  repose  at  ])er- 
ect  ease.  No  nation  can  be  in  such  a  rituatioo 
IS  to  enable  her  to  act  effectively  on  another  Power, 
to  as  to  bring  her  to  terms,  without  feeling,  in  some 
legree,  herself,  the  re-action  of  the  measures  she 
nay  adopt.  Such  a  state  of  things  is  not  to  be 
expected.  If  this  were  the .  case,  there  would  be 
lo  necessity  to  appeal  to  the  public. voice  or  the 
lational  feeling  on  such  occasions.  You  might 
idopt  any  measure  you  deemed  proper  to  obtain 
four  obiect,  without  consulting  the  sense  of  the 
latioo,  if  tiM  pobUe  at  large  were  to  be  in  no  man- 


ner affected  thereby.  But,  the  people  of  America 
sensibly  /eel  the  indignity  offered  to  their  country, 
and  are  as  ready  to  make  sacrifices,  to  obtain  re* 
dress,  as  the  merchants.  When  I  have  said  this 
much;  and  am  willing  to  go  this  far,  yet  I  am  not 
disposed  to  support  the  mercantile  interest  to  any 
extravagant  extent  to  which  our  trade  may  be 
carried.  I  am  not  disposed  to  protect  our  mer* 
chants  in  covering  enemy's  property.  As  we  have 
agreed  to  relinquish  the  principle,  that  *'  a  neutral 
flag  shall  make  neutral  property,"  I  am  not  now 
disposed  to  resume  it.  and  insist  on  its  beinff  ob- 
served, though  I  believe  we  tkever  ought  to  nave 
abandoned  it,  so  long  as  we  continued  a  commer* 
cial  nation.  If,  therefore,  any  of  our  merchants- 
are  engaged  io  such  trade— in  covering  enemy% 
property — let  Great  Britain  seize  and  condemn 
their  vessels.  This  she  may  do'-^but  let  not  tho 
innocent  suffer  with  the  guilty.  I  beg  leave,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  make  a  fewrepiarks  on  this  subject 
as  it  respects  other  nations.  We  are  told,  you 
must  not  engage  in  the  colonial  trade  to  France 
or  her  allies,  because  you  thereby  assist  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain,  If  this  principle  be  al- 
lowed, let  me  ask,  what  will  France  say  ?  She 
will  tell  yoa,  you  shall  not  trade  in  the  products 
of  Great  Britain,  because  you  will  thereby  give 
aid  and  assistance  to  her — the  enemy  of  France. 
And  would  not  this  have  more  than  the  appear- 
ance of  justice  tn  it  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  fair  po- 
sition? Has  not  France  the  same  right  with 
Great  Britain  to  say,  you  shall  not  furnish  sup- 
plies to  her  enemies'?  And  thus  you  would  be 
stripped  of  the  whole  of  the  colonial  trade.  But, 
you  are  asked.  if«  when  you  adopt  this  resolution, 
you  are  prepared  to  contend  j^ith  the  navy  oi 
Great  Britain  ?  I  was.  sir,  sor^  to  hear  this  re- 
mark introduced  on  this  occasion.  To  hear  it 
said,  when  you  are-  about  making  a  regulation 
merely  commercial — to  direct  the  affairs  of  your 
own  country— if  you  adopt  such  measures.  Great 
Britain  wilt  make  war  upon  you — will,  at  a  single 
stroke,  sweep  all  your  vessels  from  the  ocean  1  To 
hear  the  power  of  that  nation  magnified,  and  her 
warlike  achievements  painted  in  the  highest  col- 
ors, as  if  to  awe  and  intimidate  your  own  country! 
Is  it,  indeed,  sir,  come  to  this,  tuat  we  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  wear  a  coat,  the  cloth  of  which  is  not 
made  in  Great  Britain  ?  Shall  we  not  determine 
for  ourselves,  without  consulting  any  other  nation, 
with  rec^ard  to  the  clothes  we  shall  wear,  or  the 
food  or  liquors  we  shall  consume?  If  the  crisis 
has  arrived,  at  which  we  are  afraid  to  decide  on 
those  points  without  having  a  Fpeciat  regard  to 
the  good  pleasure  of  Great  Britain,  I  say,  in  the 
name  of  God,  let  us  resign  our  independence,  re- 
turn again  to  the  degraded  state  of  Colonies,  and 
only  inquire  under  whose  wings  we  shall  place 
ourselves  for  protection.  But,  suppose  the  power 
of  that  nation  is  so  great  and  formidable  (as  it  has 
been  repeatedly  represented  by  gentlemen)  that 
you  are  not  to  take  a  step  without  consulting  her 
interest,  lest  you  should  offend  her.  When,  let 
me  ask,  will  this  power  be  diminished  ?  When 
will  the  obstacle  be  removed?  She  has  now  nearly 
eight  hundred  ships  of  war  on  the  ocean— in  what 
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degree  must  they  be  diminished  before  you  will 
-dare  to  take  the  first  step  in  vindication  of  your 
violated  rights  7  Or,  suppose  herliavy  should  be 
increased,  in  a  few  years^,  to  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  ships  of  war,  shall  we  shrink,  from- de- 
fending our  rights  in  proportion  to  this  itfcreaae 
of  her  navy?  I  am  not,  sir,  willing  to  sanction 
auch  a  doctrine.  However  powerful  she  may  be. 
right  is  still  the  same,  and  ought  to  be  maintained 
inviolate.  You  have  been  told,  triumphantly,  that 
Great  Britain  i^  fighting  the  Iwttles  of  the  world. 
On  this  point,  we  are  not  to  legislate.  We  are  a 
neutral  nation,  and  as  such,  ought  not  to  affect  a 
partiality  for  either  France  or  Great  Britain^  I 
will  not,  on  this  occasion,  change  my  vote  on  the 
ground  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  the  battles 
of  the  worlds  or  that  Bonaparte  is  conquering  it. 
The  moment  it  shall  become  necessary  for  us  to 
take  part  in  the  war,  then,  and  not  tillthen,  I  shall 
be  willing  to  declare  on  which  side  we  ought  to 
enlist  this  nation.  But,  while  at  peace,  it  is  neither 
the  right  nor  the  duty  of  a  neutral  Power  to  de- 
termine which  of  those  nations  engaged  in  war 
has  justice  on  her  side.  I  conceive  we  are  bound 
to  do  equal  justice  to  the  one  as  the  other,  and 
not  wilfully'  to  aid  either,  to  the  prc^judice  of  the 
other. 

It  has  also  been  stated  on  this  floor,  that  your 
territory  has  been  violated,  and  your  frontiers  in- 
vaded by  Spain ;  and  that  you  ought  to  avenge 
these  wrongs,  before  jou  take  measures  to  protect 
your  commerce.  It  is  true,  sir,  some  unjustifiable 
acts  have  been  done,  on  our  Southern  and  West- 
ern frontiers  by  Spanish  iBubjects^  and  perhaps  by 
Spanish  agents^  But  it  does  not  appear  the  acts 
were  authorized  or  sanctioned  by  their  Ciovern* 
ment.  So  far  w  has  come  to  our  knowledge, 
from  the  documents  on  our  tables,  and  from  the 
best  information  that  has  been  obtained,  (and  the 
House  are  possessed  of  the  same  information,) 
there  have  been  no  aggressions  or  violations  of 
territorial  right,  committed  within  the  portion  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  which  we 
haye  taken  actual  possession,  or  on  our  citizens 
within  the  same,  under  the  acknowledged  author^ 
ity  of  the  Spanish  Government ;  on  the  contrary, 
her  officers  have  explicitly  disavowed  the  aggres- 
aions  complained  of.  If  the  subjects  of  Spain,  and 
American  citizens,  have  crossed  the  line  of  de- 
markation^  alternately,  and  committed  outrages 
on  the  territories  of  each  Power  without  authority 
from  (heir  resnective  Governments,  (which  it  is 
believed  Was  the  case,)  it  is  a  proper  subject  for 
judicial  investigation,  or  for  amicable  adjustment, 
ly  the  agents  of  the  two  Gk)vernments,  but  not  p. 
just  cause  of  war,  so  long  as  those  acts  are  disa- 
vowed by  the  respective  Uovernments.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  ground  for  the  assertion,  that  we  have 
tamely  submitted  to  the  aggressions  and  inrpads 
of  Spain  upon  our  territory^  With  regard  to  the 
depredations  stated  to  have  been  committed  on 
our  commerce  by  the  cruisers  of  France  and  Spain, 
they  are  of  a  nature  altogether  difierent  from  those 
committed  by  Great  Britain.  The  former  Gov- 
ernments have  not  sanctioned  the  conduct  of 
their  cruisers  in*  those  late  cases  complained  of. 


They  have  not  authorized  them  by  formal  in^me- 
tions  to  prey  upon  oar  commerce,  and  seize  onr 
vessels  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade ;  nor  have  they 
introduced  into  the  law  of  nations  a  new  princi- 
ple, suited  to  the  present  circumstances.' to  jnsri/jr 
aggressions.  Since  the  unauthorized  captures, 
made  bv  the  cruisers  of  those  two  Govemmeots, 
which  have  for  a  considerable  time  been  ifi  a  train 
of  amicable  settlement,there  ia.not  a  caae  that  has 
come  to  our  knowledge,  in  which  the  adminlty 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  in  deciding  on  ca^ 
tures  made  of  American  property,  have  assomed 
and  acted  upon  a  principle  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  to  justify  the  condemnation  of  soch  prop- 
erty, and  in  which  the  same  was  afterwards  saae- 
tioned  by  either  of  those  Goyeriunents.  Go  the 
contrary,  it  is  well  known,  and  so  declared  by  her 
Minister  here,  that  Spain  has  issued  orders  to  her 
cruisers  to  respect  the  American  flag.  What  foun- 
dation, therefore,  is  there  for  the  declaration  of 
gentlemen,  that  you  have  cringed  and  shrank  from 
the  contest  with  France  and  Spain^  and  now  wish 
to  bully  Great  Britain?  There  is  none,  sir.  We 
have  not  tamely  submitted  to  injury  and  iasnlt 
from  those  quarters,  nor  have  we  deserted  the  rights 
of  our  country.  And  when  the  whole  proceed- 
ings, which  have  taken  place  during  the  present 
session  shall  be  made  public,  (which  I  hope  may 
soon  take  place)  the  American  people  will  josttij 
and  applaud  our  conduct,  and  they  will  also  judge 
who  were  disposed  to  resign  their  rights,  and  to  sub- 
mit to  national  insult  and  injury. 

It  has.  Mr.  Chairman,  been  observed  by  a  gea- 
tleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mastbrs,)  that  na- 
tional animosity  produced  the  resolution  before 
you.  I  regret  that  such  an  Idea  should  be  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor.  I  know  of  no  such  animos- 
ity, but  I  believe,  on  the  contrarjr.  if  a  national  pir- 
tiality  existsvin  this  country,  it  is  in  favor  of  Grreat 
Britain ;  not  that  I  believe  such  partiality  crimi- 
nal ;  but  Great  Britain  being  the  patent  eoaoiry, 
speaking  the  same  language  with  oarsejves,  and 
so  many  of  her  subjects  becoming  citizens  of  this 
country,  there  is  naturally  felt  a  degree  of  attach* 
ment  towards  the  people  of  that  nation.  If  these 
feelings  do  not  go  too  far,  they  are  laudable ;  bat 
in  regard  to  a  national  animosity  to  Grreat  Britain, 
I  do  not  believe  it  exists  in  this  country,  at  least 
to  any  considerable  extent.  If  gentlemen  mean 
that  this  animosity  exists  against  tyranny,  I  hope  it 
will  eternally  exist,  so  long  as  its  cause  exists. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  we  shall  not  cheriali 
animosity  against  France,  any  more  than  against 
Great  Britain.  Nor  do  I  wish  us  to  cherish  par- 
tiality for  either.  There  was,  I  believe,  sir,  a  time 
when  the  people  of  this  country  felt  a  ffeneroos 
impulse  in  favor  of  the  French  nation.  The  flame 
of  liberty  that  issued  from  the  bosom  of  America, 
during  the  Revolution,  had  kindled  up  anew  in 
France,  and  promised  for  awhile  to  illuminate  the 
whole  world.  The  American  people  rejoieed  at 
the  prospect,  and  felt  a  generous  sentiment  oCeit- 
thusiasm  towards  those  who  appeared  to  be  advo- 
cating the  cause  of  liberty  and  the  freedom  of  man. 
But  lam  not  prepared  to  say,  that  their  flame  has 
canlinued  to  burn,  or  that  tha  expeetatloas  it  ere- 
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ated  bave  been  retlaed ;  bat  I  may,  I  prcsiime, 
sayr^  there  is  no  ground  to  beliere  that  \h\s  nation 
entertaiDsa  criminal  animosity  against  or  partial* 
ity  for  either  Great  Britain  or  France.  Tbe.same 
^eotJeman  has  obserred,  what  I  admit  is  too  true, 
that  Great  Britain  governs  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  This,  howerer,  is  thestron^est  reason  that 
could  be  adYaneed,  against  a  tame  submission  to 
svery  act  of  aggression  which  that  €k>Ternment 
nay  choose  to  eoniinit  on  your  commerce,  unless, 
indeed,  you  are  willing  to  acknowledge  a  tiational 
}usillanimity,  ana  an  iQfibility  to  resist  iniury.  If 
^e  are  unable  to  oppose  Great  Britain  on  tneocean, 
ind  she  will  persist  in  her  unjust  violation  of  our 
ights,  let  us  withdraw  from  all  connexions  with 
ler — confine  ourselves  within  the  limits  of  our 
;erritory,abd  live  independent  of  her  iozudea  and 
lep  commerce,  on  the  prodoctioDs  and  manuiac* 
ares  of  oar  own  country; 

I  have  one  or  two  remarks  to  nmke  on  an  ob- 
«rvation  of  a  gentleman  from  Georgia.  The  gen- 
leman  says,  that  we  are  happy  beyond  all  example. 
!  admit  the  trathof  this  remark;  but  19 H  the  way 
o  continue  so^  to  submit  to  every  insult,  and 
cringe  to  every  mjury  ?  To  shrink  from  resistance, 
ind  estimate  the  value  of  oar  rights  by  the  strength 
»f  the  British  navy ;  but  in  an  inverse  ratio  ?  If 
ve  look  back  to  the  rise  of  6ar  Ubttty,  we  shall 
ind  itsprting  from  a  manly  re^tamce  against  ty- 
anny.  It  iis  our  duty,  in  my  opinion;  to  mak'C  the 
ike  resistence  now ;  to  imitate  thecooduet  of  bur 
brefathers,  from  whose  exertions  we  derived  our 
ndependence.  But  then  it  is  repeated,  by  the^same 
rentleman,  that  this  measure  #ill  be  considered  by 
3reat  Britain  as  a  cause  of  war.  This  idea  seems 
o  be  so  deeply  fixed  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 
hat  they  seem  to  see  that  nation  take  flame,  and 
nake  war  the  momtot  yon  touch  her  sacred  ut- 
erest,  her  manufactures.  I  am  still,  however, 
mable  to  discover  upon  what  ground  tnis  measure 
an  be  considered  a  cause  of  war.  It  is  simplv  « 
ommercial  regulation — and  you  might  as  well  be 
old,  she  would  consider  a  law  regulating  your  or* 
linary  internal  concerns,  a  cause  of  war.  Ittnay 
lere  be  proper  to  notice  one  circumstance  of  some 
ingularity  attending  the  present  disevssion.  Some 
fentlemeo^  opposed  to  this  resolution,  have  express- 
d  their  wilhngness  to  do  something'^to  adopt  a 
neasure  less  energetic  than  this  is.  Yet  all  tneir 
irguments  are  bottomed  on  the  same  principlCi 
ind  are  equally  hostile  to  any  effective  measure 
hat  can  be  devised,  as  they  are  to  that  before  you. 
f  Great  Britain  has  a  right  to  consider  a  total  pro? 
lilmion  of  her  merchandise  into  this  country,  a 
iause  of  war,  she  has  the  same  ri^ht  to  consider  a 
lartial  prohibition  so.  The  principle  is  the  same ; 
he  only  differienee  is  in  degree,  or  in  regard  to  the 
{uantum  of  merchandise  to  be  affected  by  the  mea* 
ure.  Thouffh ,  therefore,  my  vote  may  agree  with 
he  votes  of  Uiose  gentlemen  on'  this  resolution,  it 
vill  be  given  for  very  diffisrent  reasons  from  those 
hey  have  assigned.  Ishall  vote  against  it,  because, 
though  I  am  cleariy  of  opinion,}  we  h^ve  a  right 
o  adopt  it  without  giving  just  cause  of  war^yetl 
consider  it:  more  advisatue,  at  this  time,  to  adopt 
k measure. that  wiU  prove  less  injnrioBa  to  onr 


own  interest,  and.  may  be  equally  effective  in  co^ 
ercing  Great  Britain  to  do  us  justice. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Wii/- 
LIAM8,)  •  appeared  really  to  think,  that  war  had 
already  been  declared--that  Great  Britain  had 
landed  her  troops  .on*  our  shores,  and  that  our  pea* 
pie  were  flying  to  arms  or  escaping  to  the  moan** 
tains. 

Mr.  D;  R.  Williams. — Wherein  and  how  did 
I  say  so? 

Mr.  G.  W.  CAMPnBLL.-— Tfaegentleman  contend** 
ed,  that  this  was  a  war  measure ;  that  our  seaport 
towns  were  defenceless ;  that  the  British  navy, 
should  it  be  adopted,  woold  lay  them  in  ashes. 

Mr.  D.  R.  W1LLIAM8. — The  gentleman  must  be 
mistaken.   * 

Mr.  GK  W.  Cam PBBLL^— I  have  so  taken  the  gen- 
tleman's words  in  my  notes;  in  taking  which  I 
am  seldom  incorrect ;  but  the  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  explain  his  own  expressions.  He  certainly 
did  appear  to  consider  this  a  war  measure,  and  said 
our  towns  were  exposed;  that  thousands  of  inno* 
cent  persons  would  be  ruined  by  it ;  that  Great 
Britain- was  fighting  our  battles. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams. — The  gentleman  has  eer* 
tainly  mistaken  me,  it  must  be  some  other  gentle* 
men  who  said  so. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbbll.— I  am  glad  that  the 
gentlemen  disavows  such  sentiments.  I  wish 
every  gentlemcta  in  the  House  would  do  the  same. 
We  are^  however,  further  told,  that  this  war| 
(which  It  seems  is  certainly  to  take  place.)  is  to 
be  supported  by  &e  agricultatal  interests,  and 
that  me  merchants  in  the  large  seaport  towns 
will  reap  all  the.  benefit.  I  assure  yon,  Mr.  Chair* 
man,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  for  securing 
the  seaport  towns,  at  the  expense  of  agriculture. 
But,  as  I  have  already  stated  my  ideas,  on  thia 
point,  I  will  not  repeat  them.  I  do,  however,  be- 
lieve the  measure  we  proposed  to  take,  will,  in 
the  first  instance,  affect- the  commercial  interest, 
and  will  only  be  felt  by  the  agricultural  interest 
in  consequence  of,  and  in  proportion  to  the  im^ 
pression  it  makes  on.commeree.  , 

Our  commerce,  sir,  is  more  volnesable  than  anv. 
other  portion  of  our  possessions ;  it  may  becontia* 
ered  as  encompassing  our  country^  constituting 
its  weak  part^  and  exposed  to  the  ffrst  attacks  of 
an  enemy.  Every  impulse  that  is  given,  will  be 
first  felt  by  commerce,  and  through  its  medium 
by  ^very  other  occupation  in  society. 

But  it  is  said,  that  this  nation,  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, experienced  the  robberies  of  Great  Britain, 
without  resorting  to  such  a  measure  as  this.  That 
ease  when  examined,  will  not  justify  the  declamp 
tiott.  On  that  occasion,  the  Representatives  of 
the  nation  took  a  stronger  ground  than  that  before 
you.  A  bill  passed  this  House  interdicting  all 
mtercourse  with  Great  Britain,  and  was  rejected 
in  the  other  House,  by  a  single  vote,  that  of  the 
Vice  President.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  a  still 
stronger  ff round  was  taken.  An  embargo  was 
laid,  which  was  only  removed  on  the  commence- 
ment of  negotiation.  Can  these  proceedings  be 
considered  as  grounds  for  our  submitting  at  this 
time  to  tbauyustieectf.  Great  Britain  9^   Surely 
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they  cannot — and  I  hope  this  House  wiif  never 
sanctioD  such  an  idea;  A  remark  made  bjr  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  f  Mr.  Clark,)  on  the  subject 
of  the  ioQipressment  ot  our  seamen,  merits  some 
notice.  That  gentleman  stated,  as  an  excuse,  (as 
I  understood  it,)  for  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
in  this  respect,  the  doctrine  she  insists  on,  **  that 
a  person  once  a  subject,  is  always  a  subject  of  her 
GoTernment,  and  never  can  can  shake  off  his  al- 
iegianpe."  This  is  a  dangerous  doctrine  to  be  ac- 
knowledged on  this  floor;  and  its  consequences 
miffht  involve  the  best  interests  of  your  country, 
and  the  lives  of  a  vast  number  of  your  citizens. 
Suppose  it  once  established,  and  a  war  should  take 
place  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain: 
she  would  consider  such  of  your  citizens  as  had 
been  born  in  hernlominion^as  rebels  against  their 
country ;  and  when  thev  fall  into  her  hands, 
would  put  to  death,  or  otnerwise  punish  them  as 
such,  instead  of  treating  them  as  prisoners  of 
war.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  admit  a  doe- 
trine  that  would  produce  such  dangerous  conse- 
quences? I  trust  not.  It  is  true  Great  Britain 
has  contended  for  this  right;  but  it  never  has 
been  sanctioned  by  this  Government,  and  she  has 
bjten  obliged  to  relinquish  it  in  part,  by  the  deci- 
sion of  her  courts  of  justice,  so  far  as  related  to 
persons  in  this  country,  at  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  that  nation.  In  reason,  it  isan  have  no  foun- 
dation, except  during  the  time  such  subject  may 
remain  witnout  becoming  a  citizen  of  another 
Government,  according  to  the  laws  thereof.  It 
never  ought,  or  can  be  admitted,  as  applying  to 
persons  in  this  country,  after  they  have  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  according  to  our 
laws.  We  are  then  bound  to  protect  them  as 
such. 

To  conclude  my  remarks  on  this  subject,  I  will 
briefly  repeat,  that  I  am  decidedlv  of  opinion,  the 
eoiuiuct  of  Great  Britain  is  such,  in-  impressing 
our  seamen,  and  capturing  mercnant  vmels,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  engaged  in  a  trade  with 
her  enemies,  not  open  to  them  in  time  of  peace, 
is  manifestly  unjust  and  unauthorized  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  I  conceive  we  hav6  an  undoubted 
right,  without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  to  revu^ 
late  our  own  commerce,  and  to  say  from  what 
nations  we  will,  or  will  not,  import  articles  of 
consumption;  and  what  description,  and  under 
what  circumstances.  I  also  believe  it  our  duty 
at  this  time  to  adopt  some  decisive  measure  on 
the  subject^  that  will  evince  to  Great  Britain  our 
determination  to  resist  angression  and  to  main- 
tain our  rights.  I  would,  sir,  prefer  a  measure, 
in  which  we  could,  and  would  persevere,  unless  it 
should  be  found  our  interest  to  change  it.  A  mea- 
sure that  would  be  least  likely  to  paralyze  our  re- 
venue or  affect  the  agricultural  interest.  With 
this  view,  I  would  prefer,  in  the  first  instance^ 
imposing  additional,  or  discriminating  duties  on 
certain  specified  articles,  imported  from  Great 
Britain ;  such  as  would  give  the  preference  to 
other  Buroptan  markets.  Or,  if  more  agreeable 
to  the  majority  of  this  House,  I  would  concur 
in  interdicting  the  importation  of  such  articles. 
And  if  this  should  not  prove  effectual,  I  wwM 


take  still  stoneer  ground.  I  would  prohibit  the 
importation  of  all  merchandise,  the  growth^ or 
manufacture  of  the  British  domioioos.  And 
should  it  become  necessary,  I  would  cut  off  all 
intercourse  with  that  nation;  which  would  effec- 
tually starve  her  West  India  idands,  and  com- 
pel her  to  come  to  just  termsj^r  abandon  her  colo- 
nies to  distress  and  rain.  These  measures  I  am 
willing  to  take,  and  support  in  auccessiDn,  as  the 
occasion  may  require ;  and  in  ^oing  so  I  dkall 
act  under  the  conscientious  and  [y^riect  convictioQ 
that  they  are  for  the  j^ood  of  the  nation ;  that 
thev  are  necessary  to  vindicate  the  injured  rights 
anu  insulted  honor  of  my  country;  and  that 
country  will,  I  am  confident,  in  this,  ju:ftify  my 
conduct. 

Mr.  JAOKeoir.-— My  conviction  of  the  inporC- 
ance  of  this  subject  will  plead  my  anblorrfor  the 
trespass  I  shall  make  on  ttie  time  or  the  Ueumit- 
tee.  I  pu rpose  to  take  a  rapid  reviiew  of  t he  points 
in  discussion  between  thiscoantrv  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  t6  touch  lightly  upon  the  ar^gntnenti  of 
gentlemen,  who  have  contended  thai  it  is  better 
to  surrender  them  than  to  assume  an  attitude  ot 
resbtance,  or  to  adopt  measures  perfectly  pacific 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  relaxation  of  the 
arbitrary  systematic  attacu  upon  our  neutral 
rights;  for,  with  one  or  two  exeepUoos,  the  ob- 
jections adduced  go  to  sanction  the  opinion  that 
the  commerce  in  question  ou^ht  to  be  almndoned ; 
and  that  this  Government  ought  not  to  do  aay- 
thin|[  to  protect  it.  The  measure  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  this  Committee  is  ealcalated  to 
produce  a  redress  of  the  nievances  complained  o^ 
with  so  much  justice.  First.  The  eapture  of  o« 
vessels  sailing  on  the  high  aeas^  in  strict  observance 
and  obedience  to  the  law  ofnations ;  and,  secondly, 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  bona  fide  citizens, 
protected  by  the  flag  of  the  nation.  While  we 
are  discussiuff  the  proposition  of  resortfag  to  a 
remedy  Jo  redress  these  evils,  we  are  met  by  gen- 
tlemen who  deny  that  it  is  riffht  to  do  anything. 
First  Because  the  Executive  has  not  reebmmeno- 
ed  any  particular  measure ;  and,  secondly,  because 
the  trade  under  consideration  is  fraudment,  and 
the  citizens  impressed  are  thesnbjeets  t^  Great 
Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  first  all^tion,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  not  recommended  any  speeifie  mea- 
sure, was  it  not  objected  undera  former  Adminis- 
tration that  the  Executive  interfered  improperly 
in  Icgislativer  measures?  Congress  possess  the 
Constitutional  power  of  declaring  war,  and  should 
the  Executive  recommend  a  declaration  of  war 
to  us,  I  presume  we  should  hear  much  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive attemptinjg  an  undue  and  indecent  infln-. 
ence  over  our  legislative  powers;  for,  judging  by 
the  past,  i  have  no  doubt  that  whenever  such  a 
recommendation  shall  be  made  by  the  Bxecottn^ 
it  will  be  opposed  by  the  same  persons  who  now 
call  for  his  recommendation,  and  express  dissatis- 
faction at  his  withholding  it. 

But  it  is  asserted  this  trade  is  fiandnlent,  and  it 
is  dishonorable  to  protect  it  So  much  hms  been 
said  and  written  on  this  subjeet,  that  it  is  alio> 
gether  uaaleaa  to  combat  the  aignmenta  urged  on 
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this  floor ;  for  it  is  nol  because  a  celebrated  panph' 
let,  withoot  ao  autbor^lias  beeo  written  on  the 
subject  00  this  side  of  the  water,  Tiodicating  the 
fairness  and  legality  of  the  trade^  or  as  gentlemeQ 
nrjJi  have  it^surreoderiDg  the  questioo  at  the  thresr 
lold,  or  because  another  equally  celebrated  has 
)eeQ  written  on  the  other,  declaring  it  ^^War  in 
disguise,"  that  we  wiU  conseot  to  be  concluded  on 
he  question,  as  they  are  all  free  gf  me,  and  ought 
0  pass  for  nothing  unless  their  arguments  carry 
lonviction  to  the  miod.  The  question  resolves 
tself  into  the  consideration  whether  this  trade  is 
rauduleot  or  not«  Can  we  exchange  our  prod uc- 
ions  with  the  colonies  of  the  belligerent  nations — 
iriog  here  theirs,  and  earrv  any  surplus  beyond 
lur  wants  to  other  nations  f  I  conceiTe  that  we 
an ;  common  sense  sanctions  the  opinion.  Oen- 
lemen,  however,  say  we  cannot.  That  the  pro- 
perty is  not  changed,  but  still  belongs  to  the  origi- 
lal  owner  of  it,  and  that  our  neutral  flag  fraud- 
ntly  covers  the  enemy's  property.  But  gentle- 
aen  deal  in  k  mere  coinage  of  the  fancy  when 
hey  say  so.  I  demand  their  proofs ;  they  will 
lOt  accept  our  opinions;  and  1  with  equal  pro- 
iriety  reject  theirs.  How  will  they  show  that 
bis  IS  not  our  property  ?  It  is  said  that  a  want 
f  capital  is  a  proof  of  it ;  but,  on  investisation.  it 
rill  be  found,  that  the  American  capital  is  fully 
dequate  to  the  carrying  on  this  trade.  Do  not 
re  find  our  merchants  engaged  in  the  trade  to 
be  East  Indies,  which  requires  a  capital  of  three 
nd  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the  tra^de 
0  the  West  India  islands  be  equally  profitable^  is 
t  not  to  be  presumed  that  they  will  likewise  en- 
gage in  it?  If  this  property  does  not  pass  by  the 
raosfer,  as  we  contend  it  does,  it  may  be.  main- 
ained  that  a  horse  sold  in  the  open  market  will 
le  subject  to  an  execution  subsequently  issued 
gainst  its  previous  owner}  nay,  even  that  the  ez^ 
cutor  of  such  owner  may  sue  for  and  recover  it. 
3ut  this  argument  shakes  every  principle  involved 
Q  commerce  to  its  foundation ;  its  origin  is  traffic, 
rhich  induces  one  man  to  eichange  the  surplus 
leyond  what  is  necessary  to  him,  for  that  which  is 
lecessary,  and  was  the  surplus  of  anotbcfr ;  and  if 
he  property  is  not  changed  by  this  traffic,  nothing 
B  safe,  everything  is  afloat,  and  no  man  koows  to 
vhom  anv  property  belones  which  may  happen 
0  be  in  nia  possession.  Such  a  doctrine  must 
lestroy  all  commerce  at  a  single  blow.  But,  say 
[entlemeo,  Great  Britain  indulges  us  in  pursuing 
he  honest  carrying  trade.  I  disclaim  the  post- 
ion.  How  can  she  be  said  to  indulge  us  with  a 
ight  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations^  a  right  in- 
lerent  in  every  independent  nation  ?  I  contend 
hat  the  trade  to  which  I  have  just  .alluded,  is  as 
ust  and  honest  as  any  other  trade  of  this  country 
tfioat  on  the  ocean. 

Great  Britain  not  only  imposes  on  our  trade 
he  restriction  which  interdicts  our  carrying  the 
products  of  the  colonies  of  her. enemies  to  the 
nother  country,  after  incorporating  them  with  our 
)wn  stock,  but  she  disallows  all  trade  with  her 
snemies  in  time  of  war  qot  permitted  in  time  of 
peace.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  argues  this 
IS  correct,    m  saya  Gkeat  Britain  has  a  prepon- 


deranee  on  the  ocean,  and  inquires  whether  we 
have  a  right  to  cheek  it  by  supplying  her  enemy 
with  anyihioff  necessary  to  relieve  bis  wants. 
This  is  going  farther  than  "War  in  Disguise ;"  than 
the  time-«erving  Sir  William  Scott,  who  some- 
times recollects  that  he  is  called  on  to  expound 
the  law  of  nations  as  a  judce,  and  at  others  only 
to  registifr  the  orders  of  the  nLing  and  Council ;  or 
any  other  man  in  England*  Does  not  this  strike 
at  the  root  of  the  whole  trade  of  our  country  I 
There  is  no  nation  at  war  that  is  not  more  or  less 
supported  by  our  products ;  they  derive  from  ua 
the  means  of  subsistence,  and  the  carriage  of  themi 
it  seems,  is  to  be  prohibited,  because  Great  Britain 
h$s  a  preponderance  on  the  ocean,  and  can  starve 
out  her  enemies  if  we  are  not  permitted  to  carry 
to  them*  Great  Britain  says  you  shaU  net  carry 
on  a  trade  in  time  of  war  not  permiued  in  timo 
of  peace.  She  seizes  our  veisels  ^  inverts  the  natu- 
ral principle  of  evidence ;  throws  the  onutprobatir 
di  of  showing  that  this  trade  then  prosecuted  waa 
carried  on  in  time  of  peace,  on  the  owner  of  tha 
property,  and  thus  our  whole  trade  afloat  is  ex- 
posed to  naaeard  and  vexatious  interruptions.  Bu  t, 
in  defiance  of  this  rule  set  up  by  herself,  Ghreat 
Britain  opens  in  war  her  own  islands,  whpse  trade 
is  shttt  up  in  time  of  peace.  Test  then  her  prin** 
ciple  by  her  praetiee.  It  yrHi  not  be  contended 
that  she  connives  at  a  fraudulent  trade,  or  justi- 
fies it  as  lawful  with  herself,  when  abe. declares 
the  same  trade  relatively  to  her  enemies  illicit  and' 
subject  to  condemnation.  If  then  she  is  not  gov- 
erned by  narrow  and  unjust  views,  she  eannot  con- 
tend that  that  is  right  wliej;i  it  respects  herself, 
which  is  wrong  iti  relation  to  another.  She  has 
yielded  that  question  by  opening  her  ports  in  war 
which  were  shut  in  peace,  afid  has  made,  even  if 
there  existed  a  prcvions  doubt,  this  trade  lawful. 
But.  not  confined  to  going  this  length,  she  carrica 
on  tnat  trade  herself  which  she  denies  to  us;  tkaa 
adding  another  to  the  numerous  outrages  commit- 
ted upon  us.  If  we  acquiesce  in  this  doctrine^  advo- 
cated by  Great  Britain,  sanctioned  by  her  admiralty 
courts,and  enforced  by  her  cruisers,  laskif  weshau 
not  violate  that  honest  neutrality  which  compeb 
us  to  treat  all  nations  alike  1  The  great  principle 
of  a  neutral  nation,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, is,  to  treat  the  belligerents  with  equal  im- 
partiality, and  not  to  favor  one  at  the  expense  of 
another.  By  acquiescing  in  the  doctrine  that 
renders  this  part  of  our  trade  liable  to  capture,  we 
make  ourselves  a  party  on  the  side  of  one  of  the 
nations  engaged  in  war. 

This  colonial  trade  is  not  only  lawful,  but  it  ia 
beneficial  to  the  merchant  and  also  the  fariner. 
Gentlemen  have  attempted  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  mercantile  and  the  farming  inteiesta. 
I  shall  bv  and  by  expose  thjs  fallaey  of  their  rea- 
soning; but  at  this  time,  I  will  confine  my  remarks 
to  proving  that  this  trade  is  not  only  beneficial  to 
the  merchant  but  likewise  to  the  farmer*  The 
colonies  from  which  this  trade  is  derived,  are  fed 
exclusively  from  this  country— to  them  we  carry, 
our  provisions  and  receive  in  return  their  produc- 
tions. It  is  not  our  interest  to  receive  money,  if 
they  had  it,  because  we  should  lose  the  profit  on 
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the  return  cargo.  If  we  were  not  at  liberty  to  pur- 
chase bejoad  the  eonsunimioo  of  our  country,  the 
extent  of  our  exports  would  be  dtfeniirished  in  the 
same  ratio,  for  not  having  money  to  pay  for  our 
provisions  they  could  not  purchase  tnem.  The 
consequence  would  he  that  the  trade  would  fhll 
udto  retail  hands,  and  the  loss  would  reverberate 
on  the  former,  the  demand  for  his  productions 
would  be  diminished,  and  they  would  rot  in  our 
warehouses.  This^  shows  that  the  farmer  is  as 
deeply  interested  in  the  trade  as  the  merchant.  • 

But  wbik  we  are  attempting  to  obtain  justice 
for  this  outrage,  which  some  gentlemen  admit  to 
be  such  and  others  deny,  we  are  told  that  we  are 
paving  the  way  to  war.    Will  a  measure  of  this 
kind  lead  to  war?    If  so,  we  hold  ouf  rights  by  a 
feeble  tenure.    Shall  we  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
eeive  our  supplies  from- other  nations  as  we  please? 
Shall  we  not  oe  permitted  to  say  to  a  nation  doing 
in|ustiee  to  us,  we  wiU  have  no  intercourse  with 
yoo ;  without  giviiig  that  nation  a  jnst  Cause  of 
war  1    Strange  prJnci^e !    If-  a  nation  is  not  al- 
lowed to  take  such  measures  of  redress,  without 
involving  herself  in  war,  I .  cannot  conceive  in 
what  the  rights  of  a  nation  consist.    I  acknow- 
ledge myself  always  to  have  been  a  stranger  to 
them,    u  this  measure  will  have  such  an  effect 
anything  we  can  do  will  have  the  same  tendency! 
If  to  prohibit  all  articles  from  Great  Britain  be  a 
war  measure,  to  prohibit  any  part  of  them  Will  also 
be  a  war  measure;  and  it  is  therefore  but  fair  to 
consider  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  as'  equally 
applicable  to  doing  anything*    If  the  iseourge  of 
war  is  held  Ov«r  our  headsby  such  a  slender  thread, 
ahftll  the  fear  of  it  prevent  us  from  doing  that  which 
we  consider  as  but  justice  to  ourselves?    But  the 
ffentleman  says  Great  Britain  will  not  be  injured 
by  a  war  wiih  us  even  to  the  vahie  of  a  single  dollar. 
Such  laaguage  I  should  have  scarcelv  expected  to 
hear,  even  as  coming  from  the  &nglisn  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  upon,  the  floor  of  Parliament. 
I  am  ready  to  aHo^,  and  I  firmly  believe,  that  if 
Great  Britain  thinlot  it  her  interest  to  gd  to  war 
with  us  she  will  do  so,  she  will  first  strike  the  blow. 
as  she  did  in  the  case  of  the  Spanish  prizes,  ana 
declare  war  afterwards.    So  ^he  argument  goes 
for  nothing.    But  wie  are  her  best  customers.    We 
supply  her  with  raw  materials  which  she  cannot 
obtain  from  other  countries.    I  consider  this  as 
giving  us  a  decided  advantage  over  her,  of  which, 
if  properlyr  used,  we  may  always  avail  ourselves 
without  giving  her  a  just  cause  for  war.    Her 
writers  say  a  non -intercourse  with  this  country 
would  prove  a  loss  to  her  of  six  millions  sterlkg 
a  year.    Surely  they^  know  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  such  a  measure  better  than  we ;  and  with 
this  assertion  staring  them  in  the  face,  it  will  not 
again  be  said  that  a  War  with  us  would  not' cost 
her  a  dollar.    But  it  is  said  Great  Britain  is  fight- 
ing ibr'her  own  existence,  against  an  enemy  that 
is  most  powerful ;  thlit  she  is  the  only  bulwaii: 
between  France  »id. universal  despotism;  and 
thtis  an  attempt  is  made  to  enlist  our  sympathies; 
in  her  favor.    But  let  her  do  us  justice  before  ^e 
claims  our  sympathy.    Shall  we  wait  ohtii  she 
has  subdued  the  Whole  coatineKtal  laariiie  ^lkd 


have  triumphed  oa  land,  befote  we  dctaund  ju^ 
tice  ?    Shall  we  fold  up  our  arms,  and  say  we  per* 
ceive  yon  are -convulsed — you  are  menaced  with 
aft  invasion ;  we  will  patiently  wait  till  yoo  get 
rid  of  all  these  sources  of  alarm  before  we  press 
vou  ?    Can  it  be  imagined  that  she  is  cootendiog 
tor  a  right  in  war^  pressed,  convulsed,  and  threat- 
ened as  she  is,  which  she  will  abandon  on  a  return 
of  peace  ?    This  is  to  suppose  that  the  millenium 
is  appoaching,  of  which  Qieat  Britain  is  to  be  the' 
harmnger."   Practise  this  system,  and  in  a  Utde 
time  you  wiltliave  nothing  left  worth  fighting  for. 
Let  a  natfon  strike  at  an  important  branch  of  your 
trade,  and  trample  on  rights  held  dear  by  evcrv 
citizen  of  America,  and  let  her  know  that  you  wiu 
wait  till  every  alarm  which  she  feels  is  removed| 
and  then  ask  for  justice ;  that  yoo  deem  it  dishon- 
orable to  make  a  stand  until  she  has  her  hands 
cleared  of  all  other  difficulties— let  this  system  or 
no  system  be  resorted  to,  and  you  will  not,  I  repeat 
it,  have  a  right  left,  that  is  worth  contending  for. 
But,  say  {gentlemen,  if  we  resort  to  this  measvre, 
Great  Britain  will  go  to  war,  and  Instead  of  hav- 
ing 1,500  seamen,  sne  will  have  15,009  of  our  citi- 
zens groaning  in  her  prison  ships.    This  is  truly 
a  deeding  picture,  which  g|oes  to  show  that  wt 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  resbt  an  encroaehmeat 
on  our. rights,  because  the  injury  will  be  increaad 
tenfold.    Let  Great  Britain  once  know  that  this 
is  your  mode  of  thinking,  and  instead  of  holding 
in  bondage  1,600,  she  will  indeed  tob  you  of  15,000 
of  your  seamen ;  and  instead  of  capturing  15  mil- 
lions of  propei^y,  she  will  take  160,  and  yoo  will 
be  as  bankrupt  in  fortune  as  in  character.   But,  say 
gentlemen,  this  right  is  ftot  worth  contendiiif  for, 
and  ask  triumphantiv,  shall  we  lose  six  miSioDS 
for  the  protection  of^  one  1    But  if  on  this  scorn 
we  hesitate  resisting  aggressions,  we  shall  soon 
have,  no  millions  to  rose.    Are  we  then,  indeed,  to 
sit  down  tamely  and  count  the  costs;  demt  so  much 
for  honorable  resistance— credit  so.  much  for  na- 
tional degradation-^balance  in  faTor  of  pusillani- 
mous acquiescence?    Afe  gentlemen  ripe  for  such 
humiliation  ?    I  consid^  spirit  as  essential  an  in* 
gredient  in  government  as  m  man.    Let  a  nation, 
or  an  individual  whose  rights  are  invaded,  or  whose 
person  is  insulted,  once  say  he  will  not  resent  the 
injury  because  it  will  cost  more  than  patiently 
enduring  it,  he  will  sooil  not  have  a  right  left  worth 
defending.    But  say  gentlemen,  will  you  go  to  war 
for  this  carrying  trade?    If  the  question  of  war 
were  fairly. involved  in  it,  I  answer  yes-^i  would 
as  soon  go  to  war  to  protect  it,  as  to  [uotect  the 
ri^ht  of  highway  on  terra  firma.    Bot,ic  is  asked, 
will  you,  in  infancy,  contend  widi  Britaia,  who  is 
in  her  manhood  ?    Sir,  if  our  infancy  is  not  fes- 
tered, we  shall  never  arrive  at  manhood  ?  '  Better 
for  us  to  die  contending  for  our  rights  than  submif 
to  such  a  principle.  But  I  have  another  answer. 
We  have  shown  ourselves  able  to  contend  with 
this  very^  nation,  when  we  had  as  many  intcraii' 
as  external  foes$  and  if  we  succeeded  against  her 
then,  shall  we  fear  to  contend  with  hernow?   Itii^ 
however,  sakd  that  bf  this  measure  we  ^ail  lose 
a  revenue  of  six  millions.    It  is  not,  however,  pro- 
bahlcr  that  we  shall  iacor  «uch  a  loas.^    The^  aiti* 
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eles  we  receiye  from  Britain  are  not  of  the  first 
necessity.  Tiiey  can  be  got  elsewhere,  and'  our 
refusiDgf  to  tritde  with  her  wiU  open  new  marlEets 
in  other  eoontries.  It  is  eon tendra  that  our  exports 
will  be  eut  off.  This,  however  is  evidently  er- 
rooeous. 

We  furnish  Britain  with  raw  materials  which 
she  cannot  obtain  elsewhere,  which,  if  she  could 
Avoid  it,  she  would  not  obtain  from  us.  She 
looks  to  your  commercial  greatness  ykMh  a  jealotis 
eye,  and  would  not  permit  a  single  article  to  be 
exported  from  this  country  into  her  dominions,  if 
X  could  be  obtained  elsewhere.  Where  are  the 
;otton  andprovisions  wjth  which  she  can  be  sup- 
jlied?  Were  she  to  refuse  these  productions 
Tom  this  country^  she  might  be  likened!  to  an  in- ' 
lividual  who  in  consequence  of  a  famine  in  the 
and  could  not  procure  bread  except  from  a  sinde 
*armer,  and  because  he  was  his  enemy,  would, 
ather  than  do  this,  sit  down  and  die.  Millions 
)f  her  subjects  depiend  for  bread  and  support  on 
rou.  Cut  off  the  exportation  of  raw  materials  to 
hat  countrv,  or  the  importation  of  her  mantifac- 
ures  into  this,  and  the  effect  Will  be  almost  as 
erious  as  the  invasion  of  Ireland  by  a  French 
irmy.  Her  whole  people  will  be  up  in  tumult 
igainst  the  Government — for  what  political  body 
an  legislate,  or  what  police  can  guard  effectually 
gainst  starvation  j  a^famst  impending  ruin  ?  But 
he  trade  with  Britam,  it  seems,  ought  to  be  Yos- 
ered  by  us.  Why  ?  Is  it  because  it  presents  a 
^reat  balance  against  us  ?  For,  let  gentlemen  say 
vhat  they  will  thev  must  allow  the  balance  is  in 
ler  favor.  But,  they  ask  how  is  this  balance 
nade  up  ?  From  the  balances  in  our  favor  drawn 
rom  the  trade  ^th  other  countries;  it  is  there- 
ore  ruinous,  for  it  is  a  maxim  well  established 
md  known  by  Great  Britain,  that  a  nation  never 
:an  accumulate  wealth  from  a  tsa^de  when  the 
lalance  of  such  trade  is  against  her ;  and  that  a 
rade  under  such  circustances  ought  almost  to  be 
Dterdicted.  Biit  gentlemen  say.  Great  Britain 
:nows  the  genius  of  the  American  people;  and  if 
bey  go  to  war^  we  will  make  peace  with  her 
n  her  own  terms.  I  will  admit  the  genius  of 
tie  American  people  is  pacific. 
[It  be{ng  nOw  the  usual  hour  of  adjoumtnent, 
Ar.  Jackson  waived  ^he  remainder  of  his  re- 
larks  until  the  next  day.] 


.-I., 


1  h 


Weonesoat,' March  It. 

A'  nkeseage  from  -the  Senate  informed  the 
loose  ibat  the  Senate  h^wm  paaaed  the  biU»  eati- 
led  ''An  a€4  for  eslnbliehuig  mice  andartio^^to 
he  government  of  the.  4rmi08-  of  tbc)  United 
States,"  with  several  amendnieata ;  to  wiiielijiheir 
lesire  the  oonci|iffenc«  of  ibis  Uoiise^ . 

Ordered^  That  the  Ck)mfliittee  en  the  PnUie 
jands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  ihe  iweniy^fbunh 
if  January  tSsti  the  metnorisl  of  the  Legislatlte 
)oaneU  and  Hoose  of  Rettresentatives  of  the  Mis- 
issippi  Territory,  be  dtscbarged  from  the  ceasid> 
ration  thereof,  and  that  the  said  memorial  be  re« 
erred  to  the  Oommitlee.ttf  Ways  m^  Mi 


IMPORTATIONS  FROM  <SREAT  BRITAIll. 

The  House  Again  resolved  itself  into  Commit* 
tto  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union— Mr* 
Greqo'0  resolution  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Jackson  continued  his  remarks, as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  wheoi  the  Committee  rose  last 
night,  I  was  replying  t^  an  argument  drawn  from 
the  pacific  disposition  of  this  natron,  which  was 
used  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  well  knew  that 
^e  would  sacrifice  anything  for  ))eace/add  if  she 
declared  war,  and  committed  depredations  on  us, 
she  might  pi'ofit  of  these  advantages  by  making 
peace  on  her  own  terms.    I  admitted,  in  its  fullest 
latitude,  the  aversion  of  the  American  jieople  to 
go  to  war  for  li^hl  and  trhnsiettt  causes.    They 
will  sedulously  foster'  peace;  thej  will  bter  and 
forbeat  much ;  viewing  war  a^  the  scourge  of  the 
human  race,  every  honorable  exertion  will  be 
made  by  them  to  avert  it  ^  but  there' is  a  point  of 
degradation  and  insult  hefdnd  endoranee)  which 
no  nation  can  advance  tovvithcfotfl^eling  the  ven- 
geance df  United  America;    W^  have  tested  this 
truth  by  extte^ierice.'    Look  t^  the  Revolution, 
sir,  when  tne  noble  spirit  of  tire- times  braved 
the  terrot^  of  treason,  misery;  and  death,  rather 
than  tamelv'submit  to  the  accumulated  wrongs 
that  were  neaped  upon  us.     I  have  too  much 
respect  for  my  eouutry  no  believe  that  any  at- 
tempt to  rob' us-  of  a  single  right  which  we 
then  seeuried,  by  one  of  the  tioblest  struggles  re- 
corded in  the  annals  bf  the  woHd,  would  be  tame- 
ly surrendered.'  But  it  i^saidthe  spirit  Of  the  na- 
tion has  been  roused  by  the  inrposltfons  of  the 
Newspapers,  iufloeticed  by  thevaiiaoiry  of  the  mer» 
chants.    No,  sir  ^'It  Is  by  seeing  its  rights'and  the 
rights  of  its'  Oitizens  trampled  On^— prostrated  by 
a  mwless'batidittfOn  the  oceiitt,respeeting  no  law 
but  theJr  own  intere^t^-Hicknowted^og  no  rights 
bi^tween  them  aiid  the  tyranny  of  the  seas.    Is  the 
capture  of  our  seamen,  and  vessels,  and  catvoea 
on  the  ocean,  an  imposition  ?<No,^slr;  if  is  a  mtal 
reality,  wimessed  by  the  miseries  and  bankrupt 
Oies  of  thoul»nds;  and  when  an  *  honest  burst  of 
indignation  is  re-echoed  from  the  remotest  cor- 
iiers  of  the  Uaion^  we  are  gMively  told  that  we 
must  titike  a  diitmetiOil  between  cdmmeree  and 
agrieultttfe,  Whibh  ft  Is  hlligedf  existeiil  fact,  and 
cannot  be  losr-Sllrht  of.'  Lttthsexamihe  this  doe- 
trine.    The<  inerchdnt' pUrehuses  the '{yroduee  of 
the  farioder,  his  t^f,  aOd-pork^  and  every  surplus 
Wbitfh  he-has;  and  traveraies  every  sea  in  search 
ofa  market  for  it;  theprf(feablV)adpro(iiibcseom«' 
petition  at  homer  the  profits  to  the  mepchant  be- 
in^islwaysneariy'the^sattie^aiid  by  this  compe- 
titioU  tli(i6  fam^cf  heeeiv^  a  premium  proportion*- 
ate  to  the  -demand-  abroad;  but  take*  away  this 
rivalship  «t  hOhi^  by  abandoning'  ffow  merchants 
to  thle  depredntiobs  of  every'fi^bboter"-*4br,  if  yott 
onee  pronounce  that  they  areto  be  'Abandoned, 
every  sea  aad  shore' wfll  be  lufBstM- 1^  them-* 
and  vou  compel  him  tft  quitthtf  ocetfn,  to  em- 
ploy nis  eapital  on.  land,  snd'ouY  Dirmers  will  be 
obliged  to  take  whatever  prioe  foreigners  com- 
ing into  our  ports  may  choose  to  give,  and  to  pur- 
chase the  productions  of  other  ddontriesirom  tfaedi 
at whaiev^rpriee they insfy ohoose^i^ii^   The 


731 


HISTORY  OP  CONGHlESa 


T32 


H.  OP  R. 


Ndn-lmpoHaiion  of  Choda  from  Great  Britain, 


Marcb,  1806. 


iDteresU  of  agrieoltnreand  commerce  are,  there- 
fore^ iDtimately  oonQected:  but  anmher  expedi- 
ent IS  resorted  to^  It  is  said  a  distinction  is  to  be 
kept  up  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  in 
terests,  and  this  measure  witl  operate  on  the 
South  alone.  Sir,  we  ou^ ht  to  know  nothing  of 
local  interests  or  geographical  divisions  when  the 
rights  of  an  American  bitizen  are  iuTaded ;  we 
ought  only  to  know  it  and  feel  it  as  Americans. 
Did  the  North  use  other  language  when  the  na?- 
igation  of  tbe  Mississippi  was  destroyed  by  with- 
holding the  right  of  deposit  at  New  Orleans?  No, 
air,  with  honorable  feelings,  rheir  only  solicitude 
Was  how  they  should  most  effectually  restore  and 
preserre  it.  Let  us  then  act  witb  sentimenu  of 
the  same  noble  liberality  when  the  pressure  of 
wronffs  is  most  immediately  felt  by-  them,  but 
which  must  and  will  operate  upon  us  also,  for  no 
measure  can  affect  the  rights  of  this  nation  that 
will  not  sensibly  injure  eyery  part  of  the  Union.  If 
our  commerce  is  disturbed,  if  our  rights  on  the  sea 
are  cut  off  one  by  one,  and  such  is  the  tendency 
of  the  present  measures  of  Britain,  what  will  be- 
come of  our  cottoQ  and  tobacco?.  Will  they  not 
roi  on  our  hands,  or  be  sold  at  the  price  of  those 
who  may  be  pleased  to  come  and  purchase  them  7 
If  commerce  languish,  affriculture  will  languish 
likewise,  for  one  is  the  nandmaid  of  the  other. 
But,  sav  gentlemen,  the  value  of  the  trade  inter- 
rupted by  the  piratical  conduct  of  Britain,  is  not 
worth  contending  for,  is  not  worth  the  risk  of  the 
present  measure,  or  the  hazard  of  war.  I  hope, 
oowever,  we  shall  not  eaftimate  national  wrongs 
by  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  I  hope  that, 
when  our  rights  are  inraded,  we  will  all  be  uni- 
ted, not  in  calculating  the  cost,  but  in  adopting 
measures  to  insure  redress.  But  gentlemen  say 
these  aggressions  will  only  last  during  tbe  war. 
Sir,  the  war  in  Europe,  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
has  been  almost  unintermitted.  Were  you  to  hold 
this  language  to  an  indiTidual,  and  say  to  him, 
you  are  denied  free  inmas  or  egreaa  to  or  froiQ 
your  own  mansion,  and  console  you  by  addias, 

Jou  can  bear  with  your  wrongs,  they  will  last  only 
uriogyour  lifetime;  he  would  spurn  you  from 
him  with  indignation.  Look  at  the  state  of  the 
fiuropean  world,  at  its  situation  for  twenty  years 
past,  and  say  what  chance  haTC  you  of  peace  ?  I 
nope  our  rights  will  not  be  thus  permitted  to  be 
trampled  on  with  impunity,  under  such  a  pretext. 
I  hope  to  see  some  systematic  measures  adopted 
to  meet  Qreat'Britaia,  who  appears- to  hare  form- 
ed a  deliberate  plan  to  inflict  all  the  injury  in  her 
Eower  on  this  people,  whom  she  looks  upon  as 
er  most  dangerous  rival.  This  step^  which  she 
has  taken,  is  a  link  in  the  ffreat  chain  of  Taasalage. 
a  colossal  stride  towards  effecting  that  plan  which 
has  for  its  obiect  the  dominion  of  the  seas.    If  we 

Jield  one-right,  as  well  established  as  the  right  to 
reathe  the  vital  air,  it  is  weak  in  us  to  imagine 
Great  Briuin  will  stop  here.  This  would  be  as 
contrary  to  her  genius  as  the  genius  of  this  Gh)T- 
ernment  Ib  to  war. 

But  it  is  said  Ghreat  Britain  will  counter  rail  our 
restrictions;  in  this  respect  we  stdmd  in  a  rery 
different  aiiuatioa  from  her*    We  ai«  her  beat 


cQstomers;  she  sends  to  us  articles  vrhich  she 
cannot  sell  in  other  places ;  and  we  supply  her 
with  necessaries  which  she  cannot  procure  ek^ 
where,  it  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  suppose  Great 
Britain  can  affect  us  by  a  counterraiiing  poliey. 
If  she  could  there  is  no  doubt  she  would.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  their  eyes  to  her  islands,  they  will 
see  that,  when  she  can  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions from  other  quartertt,  she  does  not  permit 
us  to  carry  our  produce  to  them.  It  is  only  when 
she  cannot  obtain  them  elsewhere  that  she  grants 
this  as  a  far  or.  But  we  arte  told  that  we  canoot 
supply  ourselves  with  the  articles  we  derive  froa 
her  in  other  markets ;  and,  as  evidence  of  th^ 
it  is  said  that  the  French  armies  are  now  dad  in 
British  manufactures,  notwithstanding  the  inter- 
dictions of  the  Gbvemmeot  of  France.  Bot  I  call 
for  prouf  of  til  is  assertion.  I  deny  it  lasser^ 
from  unquestionable  authority,  that  they  are  clad 
from  head  to  foot  in  French  manufactures. 

Bui  gentlemen  say  they  will  not  insure  thb 
trade  at  the  expense  of  the  Constitution.  I  do 
not  understand  this  language.  Has  the  Coasti- 
tuiion  interposed  a  barrier  to  the  insoraoce  of  the 
rights  of  the  nation  in  any  situation  whateverl 
So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  I  belieTe.  on  the 
contrary,  the  Constitution  would  be  violated  if 
our  rights  were  not  maintained  in  every  part  of 
the  glube.  I  believe  the  reverse  of  their  pietaie 
is  true ;  and  that  if  we  do  not  protect  our  citizeas 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  we  violate  the 
Constitution,  no  matter  whether  those  citizeai 
are  merchants  or  farmers.  Were  we  to  decide 
this  question  by  its  immediate  influence  on  the 
finances,  by  the  profit  and  loss  that  would  flow 
from  it  for  the  moment,  it  would,  indeedi  in  my 
opinion,  be  making  us  a  miserable  set  of  coontioe- 
house  politicians.  And  though  we  might  profit 
by  it  for  a  moment^  our  situation  would  soon  be 
worse  than  it  was.  We  would  show  ouneives 
penny-wise  and  pound-fbolish.  Gfentlemeo  say 
ihejr  will  not  protect  a  trade  which  is  worth  but 
a  million  {though  I  believe  it  may  be  shown  to 
be  almost  equal  to  the  whole  of  our  exports)  at 
the  expense  of  six  millions.  But  if  we  legidate 
on  this  ground  of  cal6ulation,  we  shall  soon  have 
no  commerce  worth  protecting.  If  we  yield  our 
rights  because  their  protection  will  coat  more  in 
dollars  and  cents  than  they  are  worth,  we  shall 
soon  have  no  commerce  remsining.  I  consider 
the  aggressions  which  Briuin  has  made  upon  oar 
trade  alone,  a  sufficient  stimulus  to  induce  ns  to 
do  something.  But  when  I  refer  to  the  three 
thousaod  seamen  ahe  holds  in  miserable  bondage^ 
I  consider  the  destruction  of  this  trade  as  bat  a 
drop  in  the  ocean  compared  with  Ihera.  But,  oa 
this  subject,  horrid  as  it  is,  I  find  some  gentlemen 
are  the  apologists  of  Britain  I  One  gentleman  o^ 
serves  that,  inasmuch  as  her  own  subjects  aie  ia 
our  emplov,  she  has  a  ri§[ht  to  take  from  os  an 
equal  number.  But  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  caaea.  Tbe  act  of  her  subjects  in  entering 
into  our  service  is  voluntary,  whihe  our  citizens 
are  kept  in  her  service  by  violence.  8ome  of  oar 
own  citizens  reside  in  Britain,  and  yet  we  never 
dreamed^  oC  oomplaining,  because  she  hM»  not 
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banished  them  from  her  bosom.  No  man  io  his 
senses  can  say  that  Britain  is  justified  in  keeping 
our  citizens  ia  slayery^ou  the  ground  that  we  em- 
plof  her  subjects  in  our  service.  But,  forisooth, 
aer  conduct  is  justified  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
3n  the  ground  that  the  protections  of  our  citizens 
ire  fraudulently  obtained ;  that  they  are  sold  to 
he  highest  bidder.  I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  our 
;ountry,  thai  this  allegation  will  be  inquired  into. 

Mr;  Maooh  here  explained,  by  obserriag  he 
lad  said,  he  bad  been  so  informed. 

Mr.  Jacksom — I  say  the  subject  loudly  calk 
or  inquiry.  If  the  practice  is  such  as  is  repre- 
(ented,  it  ought .  to-  be  known  and  punisoed. 
iVhatsays  the  law  on  tl^is  subject?  That  the 
ioUector  shall  receive  proof,  on  oath,  that  the  per* 
on  applying  is  a  bona  fide  citizen  ;  of  course,  the 
loUectors  alone  can  be  concerned  j[n  this  fraud* 
f  they  ale  so  concerned,  let  them  be  punished. 
But  the  gentleman  says,  protections  may  be  sold. 
This  is  not  possible.  The  protection  granted  to 
ine  man  cannot  suit  another,  as  it  specifies  the 
ize,  the  complexion,  %nd  other  characteristics  of 
he  person  to  whom  it  is  given;  and  I  am  sure,  sir. 
i  description  of  your  person  and  your  size  would 
lot  suit  mine.  Great  Britain,  it  seems,  says  the 
ame  thing  wilb  the  honorable  Speaker.  If  a  man 
las  a  protection,  she  says  it  is  fraudulent  and  tears 
t  to  pieces;  and  if  he  has  not  a  protectioo,  she 
leclares  that  conclusive  proof  that  he  Is  not  an 
l^merican  citizen.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regret- 
ed  that  the  law  requiring  thoae  protections  ever 
lassed ;  and  that  we  had  not  asserted  the  right  to 
)rotect  every  man  sailing  under  our  flag,  except 
.he  enemies  of  a  belligerent  nation.  Three  thou- 
taod  of  our  citizens-  now  groan  under  this  abject 
(la very !  This  number  have  presented  their  claims 
o  your  Qovernmenl.  Besioes  wbich,  many  mpn 
ire  carried  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  one  country 
:o  another,  without  being  ever  able  to  make  their 
sases  known  to  you.  In  vain  do  they  endeavor 
;o  forward  their  complaints — an  inexorable  t^- 
nnny  ^denies  them  the  indulgence.  It  is  fair 
hen  to  infer  that  the  whole  number  is  twice  that 
[  have  stated,  and  it  really  appears  to  me  as  if  our 
lensibility  were  lost  in  the  magnitude  of  the  in- 
iury.  If  there  were  but  a  single  case  of  this  spe- 
:ies  of  oppression  presented  to  us,  it  would  be 
nore  affecting  lind  efiective.  Draw  the  picture 
)f  a  single  victim,  the  onl}r  son  of  a^ed  parents, 
their  staff,  the  prop  of  their  age,  their  pride  ana 
snly  support;  ne  toils  and  labors  to  obtain^a  ven- 
ture, with  the  pleasing  prospect  of  quadrupling 
bis  little  capital — they  follow  him,  when  ready  to 
leave  them,  with  tears  and  blessings  to  the  water 
tide,  where  he  embarks ;  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
lessening  sail  is  lost  to  their  view  on  the  bosom  of 
the  wide  expanded  ocean.  They  return  to  their 
cottage,  and  implore  a  beneficent  God  to  protect 
their  darling;  thejr  count  the  days  of  his  absence, 
and  when,  according  to  the  usual  course  of  events, 
the  period  of  his  return  is  drawing  to  a  close, 
each  hour  awakens  new  fears  and  new  solicitude. 
By  and  by  the  vessel  anchors  io  its  port — they  fly 
to  embrace  him — but,  alas!  he  is  not  there — he 
was,  oft  the  harbor's  moatH  roUkd  of  hi%all|  im- 


pressed by  the  British,  and  carried  into  worse 
than  Algerine  slavery — for  with  those  he  would 
only  be  compelled  to  work  for  his  master,  whilst 
these  make  him  work,  and  fight,  under  a  lash 
more  cruel  than  the  barbarian  bastinado,  and  a 
despotism  more  unrelenting  than  the  slave  dri- 
vers exercise.  The ir  golden  dreams  are  vanishol 
with  the  recital.  The  soul  shrinks  back  upon  it- 
self; they  cast  a  long  and  wishful  look  upon  the 
ocean,  and  with  tottering  steps  reach  their  once 
peaceful  happy  home — but  no  peace,  nor  bappt« 
ness.  welcome  their  return.  Hope  lingers  for  a 
while,  and  cheers  their  drooping  spirits — it  directs 
their  appeal  to  the  Gtovernmeut,  woich  the  old  maa 
foujrht  and  bled  in  the  field  to  establish,  upon  the 
basis  of  universal  justice,  and  whose  principles  he 
impressed  on  the  mind  of  his  child.  Year  after 
year  it  is  deaf  to  their  cries;  it  sits  down  and  cal» 
culates  the  cost  of  asserting  its  righu,  with  the 
nicetf  of  a  leger^keeper,  and  decides  in  fovor  of 
a  pusillanimous  acquiescence,  becaosethe  balance 
ordoUars  and  cents  is  strnek  in  its  favor.  Pov- 
erty approached  with  rapid  strides-^-their  last 
dollar  IS  laid  out  to  procure  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence ;  too  proud  to  beg,  and  too  infirm  to  labor, 
they  know  not  how  to  avert  their  fate ;  the  little 
plans  they  have  formed  without  the  means  of  ex- 
ecution, fly  like  meteors  before  them — nature  is 
making  a  mighty  struggle  with  adversity,  when 
it  is  announced  that  their  boy  fell  beneath  the 
thousand  lashes  which  were  inflicted  on  him  for 
attempttnff  his  escape;  and  Death,  kindly  interpt>> 
^ing  his  rriendly  arm,  grants  a  respite  from  their 
miseries  I  Does  not  such  a  case  demand  on?  at- 
tention ?  It  is  not  at  all  comparable  to  that  of 
many  others.  Add  to  the  scene  which  I  have 
feebly  portrayed,  the  distraction  of  a  tender 
wife,  manacled  and  confined  ia  the  cold  damp 
cells  of  a  lunatic  hospital — her  children  bound 
out  by  the  parish,  and  aH  their  prospects  of  life 
nipped  in  the  bud,  occasioned  by  the  impressment 
of  the  husband  and  the  father— ^nd  then  tell  me 
do  we  violate  the  principles  of  the  Constitotton, 
which  declares  thai  it  is  made  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  wemire,  bv  vindi- 
cating chose  measures  which  are  well  calculated 
to  procure  redress?  This  were  indeed  to  play  such 
fanta<itic  tricks  before  high  heaven,  as  make  even 
angels  weep!  Shall  we,  in  the  Tripoline  war,  to 
rescue  from  bondage  three  hundred  Americans,  per- 
forin, through  the  ageocv  of  some  of  our  citizens, 
acts  of  perseverance,  address,  and  heroism,  unsur- 
passed in  the  annals  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  at 
the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  many  brave  men,  who, 
with  some  of  those  that  survived  the  conflict, 
will  be  enrolled  by  a  grateful  country  upon  the 
list  of  the  favorite  sons  of  the  American  nation — 
when  as  manj  thousands  are  groaning  under  the 
cruel  oppression  of  Great  Britain,'*and  crjring  to 
us  for  succor,  without  exciting  or  producing  one 
manly  exertion  1 

But  gentlemen  say,  let  us  vindicate  our  rights 
first  on  the  land,  and  then  on  the  ocean.  As  so 
much  ha$  been  urged  on  this  subject  I  think  it 
proper  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  though  I 
kaa  read  the  documents  relating  to  it,  I  most  say 
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tliat  geotlemea  have  so  misrepresented  the  con- 
duct of  the  Spanish  agents,  that  I  am  almost  in- 
duced to  believe  they  alluded  to  something  not  in 
the  communications  contained  in  the  pamphlet. 
Take  the  testimony  of  the  Kempers  themselves, 
who  no  doubt  give  it  the  most  unfavorable  as- 
pect— what  do  they  say  ? 

"  That  on  the  night  of  the.Sd  instant,  about  the 
hour  of  twelve,  being  at  the  house  of  Nathan  Kem- 
per, within  about  two  miles  of  Pinckneyville,  within 
the  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  the  house  was 
surrounded,  and  the  doors  thereof  forced  open,  by  a 
paity  consisting  of  at  least  nineteen  persons,  whereof 
some  were  negroes,  and  some  white  men  in  disguise. 
That  among  the  latter  he  recognised  and  personal^ 
knew  the  following  persons:  Louis  Ritchie,  Miner 
Butler,  Abraham  norton,  James  Horton,  and  two 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  but  expected 
won  to  be  able  to  ascertaini  all  of  whom  are  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  Marcos  Carr, 
James  Say,  Philip  8ay,  and  others,  resiifing  within 
tile  Spanish  lines.  Of  th^  negroes^  whosa  nOmber 
amounted  to  seven  at  least,  three,  whose  names  are 
William  or  Bill,  Nat,  and  Moses,  and  others  whose 
names  he  did  not  recollect,  he  knew  to  be  the  proi^ 
erty  of  the  above-mentioned  Abraham  Horton.  That 
the  said  party,  all  of  whom  were  well  armed,  after 
having  forced  their  way  into  the  house,  violently 
forced  him  from  his  bedroom,  after  a  struggle  of  about 
fifteen  minutes,  during  which  he  received  several  vio- 
lent blows  on  the  head  and  face;  and,  after  having 
torn  off  his  shirt  and  tied  him  wtih  cords,  forced  him 
over  the  line  into  the  Spanish  territory,  where  they  de- 
livered him  up,  with  his  two  brothers,  Nathan  and 
Samuel  Kemper,  bound  in  the  same  manner,  to  Solo- 
man  Alston,  who  commanded  a  large  partr  of  armed 
ineh.'' 

>' Governor  Grandpr^,  in  answer  to  Gtovernor 
Wflhams,  says: 

^  I  have  received  yonr  letter  dated  the  sixth  instant, 
relative  to  the  extraordinary  event  that  happened  at 
Pinckneyville  on  the  ^  instant,  via :  ^e  assault  on 
the  ,|hree  brothers,  Kempeis,  by  persons  unknown,  and 
diagoiaed,  it  is  said,  in  black,  who  condncted  them  on 
that  part  of  the  Territory  which  it  has  pleased  His 
Majesty  to  commit  to  my  charge.  The  occurrence  is 
abgular,  and  of  which  I  had  no  information  till  the 
night  between  the  seventh  and  eighth,  by  one  of  the 
commanders  of  the  patrols,  who,  since  the  fffr»>ffdi 
committed  by  that  turbulent  banditti,  headed  by  the 
Kempers,  have  been  stationed  near  the  frontiers,  and 
within  the  interior  settlement  of  Feliciana ;  the  fint 
gave  me  information  under  date  of  the  fifth,  that  by 
night  he  met  with  a  party  of  men  disguised  and 
armed,  who  were  conducting  three  others,  whom  they 
immediately  abandoned  and  retired  with  precipitation 
tile  same  way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come, 
without  uttering  a  single  word*  His  first  care  was  to 
secure  the  persons  of  the  three  men,  whom  he  found 
to  be  the  Kempers,  and  immediately  had  them  con- 
ducted to  Bayou  Tonnica,  there  to  be  em^iasied  under 
an  eaoert,  and  delivered  at.  my  dispdaal.  fie  added, 
that  on  the  way  the  esoert  was  stopped  by  actual  fbrbe 
on  the  river,  very  near  the  eastern  sboire,  by  Captain 
Wileon,  military  commandant  at  Point  Coup^,  where 
it  is  said  the  escort  is  detained,  and  also  the  Kempers. 
The  commander  of  the  patrol  also  declares  that  it  tvas 
impossible  for  him  to  know  any  one  of  Qie  persoi^s 
who  brought  and  abandon^  the  said  Kempeis,  owing' 


to  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  their  disguise,  and  their 
very  prompt  departure. 

"  This  Is  all  the  infbnnatidn  I  have  as  yet,  but  haw 
despatched  an  express  to  procvre  a  more  ample  knowl- 
edge respecting  this  strange  andmysterkms  violatioii. 

**  It  is  not  necessary,  I  flatter  myself,  tliat  I  shoM 
express  what  pains  our  GoTemment  has  taken,  and 
how  unceaaiDgly  sempnlons  it  has  boMi  to  aiaintam 
and  constantly  to  preserve  vrith  that  of  the  United 
States,  that  good  understanding  and  haimooy  which 
it  oQght  to  be  impossible  for  a  fow  intnguiag,  pofidi- 
otts  adventurers,  thirsting  after  revenge  for  private  sn- 
imoaitiss,  to  iniarrnpt." 

I  have  taken  the  facts  in  the  strong  light  thef 
are  placed  by  one  of  the  insulted  parties,  by  whick 
it  appears  that  these  ects  were  eommittM  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  by  citizens  of  that  Terrf- 
tory.  The  Spanish  Gkirernor  regrets  the eireoni- 
stanee ;  spealts  of  it  as  a  strange  and  mfsterious 
violation ;  says  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  ezpfess 
the  wish,  which  he  bad  before  intimated, that  \t 
would  not  prevent  a  good  understanding  with  the 
United  States.  Here  we  find  that  measore  disa- 
vowed ;  and  admitting  that  violence  J&ad  been 
ofiered  by  a  Spanish  party,  even  within  our  lim* 
its,  the  Gkivdf  nor  explicitly  disavows  it^  and  prom- 
ises inqntrr  and  satisfaction.  But  is  this  the 
case  with  Great  Britain 9  No.  Far  frona  ic  Her 
violences  are  not  only  committed  by  her  cratseR. 
but  by  her  admiralty  jadges,  who,  in  the  vena^ 
tiiity  of  their  decisions,  ont-Protine  Proteus  him- 
self. Are  the  cases  analogous  ?  Shall  we  go  to 
war  for  an  act  which  is  either  unauthorized  or 
disavowed,  and  tamely  sit  atiU  while  the  injuries 
that  are  inflicted  upon  us  are  avowed  and  vtn^ 
cated  ?  Have  not  onr  citizens  been  impressed  at 
the  months  of  onr^  harbors^  Need  I  refer  to  the 
memorable  fact  that  occorred  at  New  York  ?  I 
believe  your  citizens  were  taken  from  a  revenue 
cutter,  and  certainly  from  an  American  vessel  at 
the  mouth  of  that  harbor.  We  find  Great  Brit- 
ain contending  that  this  is  rigbi*-glorying  in  it — 
and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  apologists  for  it 
on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  our  property  and 
citizens  ought  not  to  be  defended  beyond  the 
reach  of  Our  gnn -batteries.  If  this  sentiment  is 
correct,  why  carry  on  the  war  with  Tripdi? 
Have  yon  not  by  this  measure  told  your  mer- 
chants that  their  property  will  be  protected? 
Have  they  not  sailed  under  this  impression,  and 
was  not  this  war  commenced  for  injuries  com- 
mitted in  the  Mediterranean  seas?  If  this  can  be 
their  impression,  would  yon  violate  the  assoran* 
ces  which  you  gave  them  ? 

When  they  saw  you  with  manlv  spirit  take  this 

f  round,  and  maintain  it  by  acts  which  have  never 
een  surpassed,  did  not  that  give  them  reason  to 
believe  that  the^  would  be  protected,  so  Ion?  as 
they  complied  with  your  laws  and  with  the  law 
of  nations?  It  is  too  late,  when,  in  confidence  of 
your  faith,  ihey  have  run  into  danger,  and  ate 
exposed  to  be  deprived  of  their  all,  to  say  that 
you  have  abandoned  them.  But  we  are  told,  if 
you  provoke  the  power  of  Great  Britain  she  may 
again  reduceyoii  to  ite  colonial  state  in  which 
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she  ooce  held  yoa,  or  a  state  more  abject  and 
miserable.  How  is  this  more  effectually' to  be 
done  thaa  by  destroying  oar  commerce,  advan- 
ciog  as  we  recede,  first  driving  us  from  the  ocean, 
lod  then  bunting  us  from  our  shores  to  themoun- 
ains,  and  from  tneoce  to  the  South  Seas  ?  This 
cannot  be  effected  in  a  moment.  I  hare  no  doubt 
jrreat  Britain  looks  back  to  the  times  of  1776 
vith  lively  indiffoation.  If  she  lashes  us,  and 
ve  cringe  beneath  the  whip,  until  our  best  feel- 
ogs  are  blunted,  at  what  point  will  she  stop  be- 
ore  she  has  driven  us  from  our  posts  indeed,  and 
igain  reduced  us  to  a  state  of  servile  dependence ! 

But  gentlemen  say  Great  Britain  is  the  great 
ource  of  our  revenue,  and  we  oueht  not  to  tain 
;  step  which  might  desttoy  it.  Sir,  it  were  bet- 
er  to  be  up  to  the  eyes  in  debt  like  Great  Britain, 
ban  hold  our  revenue  by  such  a  tenure.  Once 
leclare  that  you  are  unable  to  pay  your  dehCs  or 
upport  your  Government,  but  for  the  revenue 
lerived  irom  Great  Britain,  and  let  gentlemen 
ay  where  she  vfiVL  stop.  She  understands  this 
hing  as  welLas  we  do,  and  if  she  sees  that  we 
lave  determined  to  get  out  of  debt  without  re- 
orting  to  taxes ;  to  make  no  loans,  whatever  the 
mergeocy  may  be,  and  that  we  can  set  no  re- 
ources  but  through  her  trade,  and  I  fear  that  in 

little  time  she  will  make  us  bear  what  1  am  ap- 
rehensive  will  produce  no  feelinff  at  all.  Some 
entlemen  are  ^od  enough  to  be  willing  to  al- 
3w  Great  Britain  a  longer  time  to  prey  on  us. 
They  wish  us  to  negotiate  with  her  with  Chris- 
tan  meekness,  when  she  smites  us  on  on€  ear  to 
urn  the  other  also.  But  are  we  not  told  by  the 
[Executive  that  negotiation  has  been  tried ;  that 
vitb  regard  to  the.  impressment  of  our  seamen 
here  was  a  prospect  of  a  successful  i5sae,  which 
iras  afterwards  however  shut  out  from  us.?  It  is 
n  vam  to  expect  any  other  result  from  negotia- 
ion  than  we  have  witnessed,  without  we  do 
omething,  unleas  Great  Britain  entertains  the 
dea  that  the  nation  is  not  identified  with  the 
cu  of  the  Executive,  but  with  those  of  .Con- 
:ress.  This,  however,  cannot  be.  For  omittrog 
vbat  has  lately  transpired  in  this  House,  and 
rhich  is  not  known  to  her  at  this  time,  Great 
Britain  knows  tliat  the  whole  nation  is  ready  to 
upport  the  fiSxecutive.  The  unanimity  which 
prevailed  at  the  late  election  has  testified  it.  It 
s  not  merely  to  protect  the  colonial  trade,  or  to 
edress  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  •that  calls 
or  this  measure.  Everything  that  connects  us 
vith  the  European  world,  through  the  medium 
)f  commerce,  is  involved  in  it.  Viewing  her 
>retensions  at  the  entering  wedge,  she  will,  if 
rou  submit,  advance  with  steady  steps ;  trample 
)n  and  violate  every  right  in  rapid  soccession, 
intil  she  has  established  her  undisputed  right  to 
be  whole  seas,  and  enforced  obedience  to  her 
)retensions  **that  all  beneath  them  is  British 
ground,"  and  compelled  those  who  sail  on  them 
)reviously  to  ask  her  permission.  But  gentle- 
nen  say,  there  is  a  prospect  of  adjustment,  and 
ippeal  to  the  papers  on  your  table.  I  say  ther« 
s  no  such  prospect,  and  I  call  for  the  facts  which 
gentlemen  rely  on. 

9th  Con.— ;24 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  remarks  I  have 
made  go  to  prove  that  we  ought  to  do  something 
to  restrict  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 
Having  established  this  point,  and  that  it  is  not  a 
war  measure,  the  question  presents  ittelf,  what 
shall  be  done?  My  opinion  is,  that  the  resolu- 
tion before  you  is  best  calculated  to  answer  our 
purpose,  but  in  the  opinion  of  some  other  gentle* 
men,  it  is  better  to  resort  to  something  else  that 
will  have  the  same  tendency.  I  agree  with  theoa 
that  it  is  better  to  advance  thaa  to  recede,  and  to 
take  ground  which  we  can  maintain  and  advance 
on  it  than  to  make  one  retrograde  step,  and^I  am 
willing  therefore  to  vote  at  present  for  some  regula* 
tion  that  may  be  more  lenient  than  the  one  under 
consideration;  to  try  such  a  measure  first,  and  if 
this  does  not  succeed,  to  attempt  others.  I  am 
willing  to  consent  to  stop  all  intercourse  with  her, 
\£  redress  cannot  be  obtained  even  by  these  means| 
and  if  it  shall  not  be  obtained  even  by  these 
means,  to  exert  such  power  as  it  has  pleased  God 
and  nature  to  give  us.  I  repeat,  once  more,  it  is 
far  better  to  die  contending  for  our  rights,  thaa 
tamely  to  sit  down  and  crouch  under  injustice, 
until  all  the  finer  A^elings  of  the  nation  are  blunt- 
ed, the  people  are  disgusted,  our  resources  de- 
stroyed, and  the  degeneracy  of  their  sons  make 
the  fathers  of  the  Revolution  look  down  with 
contempt  upon  us,  and  say :  We  fought  and  emaa* 
cipated  our  country,  we  bequeathed  to  you  the 
fair  inheritance  of  freedom,  you  prove  yourselves 
unworthy  of  it:  henceforth  we  disown  you;  re- 
turn and  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water 
for  our  former  taskmasters,  as  the  fit  instruments 
of  slavery. 

Mr.  Rbca,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  with  some 
difficulty  he  had  prevailed  on  himself  to  attempt 
to  make  any  remarks  on  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  but  the  duty  he  owed  to  his- fellow- 
citizens,  to  this  honorable  Committee^  and  to  hin** 
self,  constrained  htm  not  to  remain  sueat. 

It  is  not  many  years  since  the  United  States  of 
America,  from  beinir  obscure  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  emerged  into  sovereignty.  The  treaty  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eiffhty-ihree  re- 
stored peace,  and  confirmed  the  independence  of 
these  United  States;  but  they  were  involved  in 
a  larffe  debt,  incurred  by  that  war,  which  termi- 
nated in  their  independence.  The  United  States 
were  then  possessed  of  a  largpe,  fertile  territory; 
but  agricultural  industry  was  injured  by  the  war, 
and  they  were  without .  resources  and  without 
commerce. 

With  the  return  of  peace,  agricultural  indus- 
try waa  revived  and  enlarged;  an  extensive,  ente> 
prising  commerce  began  to  operate  and  unfold  it* 
self.  Perse? ering,  active  industry,  in  the  business 
of  agriculture,  and  in  that  of  commerce,  in  a  p^ 
riod  of  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  peace, 
has  afCbrded  resources  for  the  payment  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  piublic  debt;  has  increased  the 
wealth  of  individuals  and  of  the  nation,  and  has 
elevated  these  United  States  to  be  the  second 
commercial  nation  in  the  world:  and  for  this, 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  they  have  incnnrea 
the  jealousy  of  that  maritime  Power  whose  un^ 
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provoked  war  (lastened  them  into  independence. 
if  the  bUtory  of  cominerce  is  attended  to,  it  will 
be  discovereo  that  it  originated  with  the  natioos 
of  the  East,  (as  did  almost  everjr  other  effort  and 
■peculation  of  hunmn  genius,)  and  from  thence 
traTelied  westerly.  In  its  course,  it  continued 
vertain  periods  of  time  with  some  favored  cities, 
and  with  some  favored  nations,  and'  when  it  de- 
parted from  one  city-  and  nation,  it  took  ju)  its 
vesidenee-  with  another  more  to  the  west.  Tjrre, 
Carthage,  and  Alexandria,  were  attcienC  cities, 
bighiy  favored  by  Commerce  in  their  respective 
times ;  Genoa,  Venice,  and  Amsterdam,  in  mod- 
ern  limes ;  at  this  time,  London  is  the  most  far 
▼ored  aommorcial  city  in  the  world.  Commerce, 
t&  its  pro^^ress  from  Bast  to  West^  was  always  at- 
tesded  with  a  spirit  of  monopoly.  With  what- 
ever favored  city  and  pat  ion  commerce  resided, 
that  city  ai^  nation  soon  after  became  ambitious 
to  monopolize  commerce  to  itself,  and  to  exclude 
^except  so  far  as  it  might  judge  proper  for  its  own 
interest)  all  other  nations  from  participating  in 
equal  advantages. 

To  be,  or  to  be  rising  to  be,  a  nation  of  com- 
mercial influence,  has,  from  time  to  time,  been 
eause  of  contention  among  the  nations  boriiering 
on  the  shores  of  the  ocean.  That  contention  for 
superiority  has,  in  most  instances,  been  attended 
with  desolating  war ;  and,  in  many  cases,  endtpd 
with  the  aubvenion  and  ruin  of  a  rival  commercial 
Power,  or  of  one  which  attempted  t^  monopolize 
eommieree  to  itself.  To  this  cause,  in  a  certain 
degree,  raa^  be  attributed  the  desolation  of  Tvre, 
the  demolitioD  of  Carthage,  and  the  ruin  of  Alex- 
andria of  ancient  times;  the  fall  of  Gknoa,  and 
the  declension  of  Venice  in  modem  times. 

It  is  many  years  since  Great  Britain  began  to 
be  a  nation  of  commercial  importance.  AgricuU 
tnral  industry,  and  manufacturing  genius,  pursued 
with  steady  and  unremittiag  attention,  gave  wings 
to  her  commerce.  Her  mecchant  vessels,  from 
"hst  insulated  positbn^  as  from  a  centre,  passed 
the  ociean  in  all  directions,  and  articles  of  her 
manufacturing  appeared  for  sale  in  the  potts  of 
every  maritime  nation. 

Commercial  success  and  fttvorable  maritime 
events  caused  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  con- 
template the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  necessary  to 
eeeure  the  existence  and  continuance  of  a  com<- 
nerdal  monopoly;  for  this  purpose  the  eonstroe- 
tiott  of  8^  navy  was,  with  unabatiag  vigor,  at'- 
tended  to. 

Great  Britain,  governed  by  her  favorite  policy 
of  acquiring  uniunited  commeiee,  has,  for  ages 
past,  (except  some  partial  intervals,)  been  engaged 
m  wars  with  her  maritime  Euroj^ean  neighbors. 
Any  cause  has  been  laid  hold  ot  by  her  to  pro- 
core  the  ruin  of  a  commercial  rival.  To  that 
Eolie^  may  be  attributed  the  wars  between  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  and  between  Gkeat-  Britain  and  France, 
which  caused  the  loss  of  the  lives  of  millions  of 
men,  and  tbe  expense  of  millions  of  money.  Ac- 
toated  by  this  policy,  Great  Britain  progressed 
until  the  commerce  of  every  other  European  mar- 
itime nation  had^  been  deatroyed)  or  made  aubaer- 


vient  to  her  interest,  and  she  bad  made  herself 
the  unrivalled  commercial  Power  in  Biirope. 

No  nation  ever  acquired  and  possessed  com- 
merce as  extensively  as  Great  Britaui.  That 
wisdom  which  systematixed  tbe  plan,  and  thai 
undeviating,  peraeveriog  policy,  which,  notwfrib- 
standing  internal  commotion  and  extevnal  wars, 
conducted  her  to  the  summit  of  commercial  pow- 
er, will  ever  command  admiration.  Tbe  acquisi- 
tion is  the  effect  of  the  work  of  ages.  Her  com- 
mercial aggmndixement  has  been  her  favorite 
object;  to  this  her  policy  for  along  aeries  of  yeais 
hais  been  directed.  In  this  policy  may  be  discov- 
ered the  cause  of  all  the  wars  she  has  been  en- 
gaged in  for  centuries  past.  To  DEHMK>poiise  the 
commerce  of  tbe  world  waa  her  para  moan  i  o6/ec^ 
to  retain  it,  the  energy  of  her  power  wiN  be  ex- 
erted. In  acquiring  it,  her  power  was  the  law; 
in  preserving  it,  the  same  law  will  be  observed. 

The  mind  cannot  without  horror  eontemplate 
tbe  ravages,  carnage,  and  destruction,  that  mo- 
nopolizing policy  has  occasioned,  either  direcily 
or  indirectly,  in  every  quarter  of  the  earth. 

It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  Great  Britain  sees 
a  new  commercial  rival  emerging  into  existeaee 
in  the  West,  at  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles; 
that  that  rival  is  the  United  States  of  America: 
a. new  nationv  composed  of  citizens  for  the  most 
part  derived  from  the  dominions  of  Gkeirt  Britaia; 
a  nation,  who,  as  it  were,  ia  a  day  has  arisen  ints 
exi&tence,  and  carried  its  commerce  to  the  most 
distant  regions. 

It  may  with  proprietor  be  said,  there  ia  reason  to 
believe  that  the  increasing  commerce  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  affords  more  serions  cause  of  ioqnk- 
tttde  to  Great  Britain  than  that  of  any^  other  aa- 
tion  ever  did.  The  vast  territory  of  these  Uniied 
States,  80  fertile,  and  so  prodnctjee  of  all  the 
necessaries  of  Hfb;  the  extensive  forests  of  lofiy 
timber  with  which  that  territory  is  covered,  and 
the  certainty  that  it  contains  and  win  pntdace  aH 
the  materials  necessarv  for  ship  boiidiog;  the 
temperate  manners  and  fixed  habits  of  the  citi- 
zena,  their  agricultural  iaduatry  and  commercial 
entierprie^;  tt^ir  population  increasing  in  a  ratio 
unexperienced  since  the  first  aettlemenf  of  nations, 
afford  sufficient  eause  ibr  restless  alarm. 
•'  With  deep  and  corroding  regret,  the  policv  of 
Great  Britain  contemplates  these  thinss,  and  fore- 
sees a  diminution  of  her  eommerciad  power  ia 
the  prosperitv  of  that  of  the  United  States.  Ske 
has  destroyed  the  commerce  of  Holland)  of  Spain, 
of  France,  and  tiiat  of  most  of  the  other  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe.  It  only  remains  to  reatriet 
the  commerce  or  the  United  States,  and  by  thtf 
means  to  seiae  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

In  conformity  to  her  fixed  policy,  Great  Britaia 
has,  contrary  to  alt  law,  from  time  to  time  im- 
pressed seamen  j  citizens  of  the  United  States  sad 
m  eomiequence  of  new  maritime  rules,  not  i««og- 
nised  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  which  power 
has  enabled  her  to  impose,  her  armed  ships  have 
captured  merchant  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  not  bound  to  ports  blockaded,  nor  carrying 
articles  termed  contraband  of  ^ihic ;  and  the  Kane 
merchant  ships  and  vesseb  aie  eoodemaed  by 
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her  Courts  of  Admiralty,  under  pretence  that  a 
trade  not  pertnitted  to  neatralsi  in  time  of  peace 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  in  time  of  war. 

ft  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  new  regula- 
tions imposed  by  Great  Britain  are  only  an  osten- 
sible  cause  for  capturing  the  merchant  ships  and 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  that  there  is  an- 
other cause,  proceeding  from  her  poll ey^,  of  more 
remote  consequence.  That  cau^e  may  be  the 
suppression  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
or  at  least  to  reduce  it  to  a  complete  dependence 
on  her  own  commerce.  This  opinion  will  appear 
to  be  not  without  reason,  if  a  retrospective  view 
IS  taken  of  the  policy,  the  conduct,  and  persever- 
ing industry  of  Great  Britain  to  destroy  the  com- 
oierce  of  European  Powers. 

When  the  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain  is 
sontemplated,  it  may  be  inquired,  what  can  the 
[Jntted  States  do  to  prevent  the  prostration,  of 
:heir  commerce?  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  ilot  suffi- 
ciently conversant  in  the  commercial  history  of 
jrreat  Britain  to  know,  what  qtranfiiies  of  mer- 
chandise either  Holland,  l^pain,  or  France,  annu- 
[\iy  imported  from  Great  Britain,  or  what  quan- 
ities  or  merchandise  Great  Britain  exported  to 
ither  of  those  nations,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  but 
le  was  induced  to  believe,  that  neither  of  those 
tattoos,  for  that  cause,  had  such  strong  hold  on 
jhreart  Britain,  to  induce  her  to  keep  in  peace,  as 
be  United  States  h'ave.  That  Great  Brttaio  had 
ot  such  interl^ted  inducements  to  preserve  peace 
rith  either  of  those  nations,  as  she  had  to  pre- 
erve  peace  with  the  United  Stater.  Each  of 
tiose  nations  wa9  a  n^r  neighbor  to  Great  Brit- 
in ;  the  United  States  are  west  of  the  Atlantic 
cem.  Neither  of  those  nations  imported  annu- 
My  such  great  quantities  of  mercfnandise  from 
rreat  Britain  and  her  dominions  as  the  United 
»tates  do ;  it  is  questionable  whether  any  other 
atton  ever  did. 

Great  Britain  has  commenced  her  career  of  in« 
iring  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  not  by 
frect  warfare,  but  hj  a  mode  of  restraint  and 
)o1iation,  as  efficient  m  event,  if  persristed  in  and 
rffered.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  these 
istraitiittg  rt^guiations  are  put  in  force  as  a  mat- 
r  of  experiment,  an'l  if  it  is  perceived  that  they 
*e  su1>mitted  to,  other  new  regulattotM  will  be 
iv^eoted,  adopted,  and  enforced,  until  the  desired 
jject  is  obtained. 

Great  Britain  (and  every  other  naftion,  what- 
r^r  system  be  acted  on  to  obtain)  is  bound  only 
f  her  own  interest.  If  that  interest  dire<;ts  her 
3licy  to  attempt  a^  diminution  or  subversion  of 
le  contni^ce  of  the  United  States,  that  attempt 
ill  be  made.  An  attempt  already  has  been  made 
»  restrain  the  eoromerceof  the  United  States,  by 
dpressing  seamen  and  capturing  ships  and  ves- 
Is.  Mr.  R.  said,  tt  was  his  opinion,  that  some 
'inciple  of  reaction  ought  to  be  adopted;  that  it 
lould  consist  of  certain  commercial  r^gdlaiions, 
hrch  may  be  commensurate  with  the  injury. 
hat  this  regulation  may  be  a  suspension  of  the 
iportation  of  goods,'  wareis,  and  merchandise. 
Dm  the  Uniti»d  Kingdoms  of  Great  BHtain  and 
eland,  and'  the  colonial  dependencies  thereof,  as 


is  declared  in  the  resolution  of  the  gentlemati 
from  Pennsylvania,  now  under  consideration. 
The  measure  which  ought  to  be  adopted  should 
be  effectual  and  within  the  power  of  the  United 
States. 

'  Mr.  R.  said^  he  was  not  particularly  attached 
to  that  resolution,  his  desire  was.  that  some  regu- 
lation might  be  made  that  would  be  commensq- 
rate  to  the  object. 

Every  nation  has  a  right  to  determine  whether 
it  will  or  will  not  import  merchandise  from  any 
other  oation.  If  it  determine  not  to  import,  and 
did  not  import,  that  is  not  a  just  cause,  nor  ought 
to  be  any  cause  of  offence  to  the  other  nation. 
It  was  not  his  desire  that  the  United  States  should 
give  cause  of  udence  to,  or  commence  hostilities, 
or  be  at  war  with  any  nation.  He  was  firmly 
determined  not  to  surrender  any  right,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  did  belong  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

The  United' States  import  annually  from  Great 
Britain  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  more  thaik 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  from  the  dominions  of 
Grekt  Britain.  The  rending  so  great  a  quantity 
of  merchandise  to  the  United  States  is  an  object 
of  the  first  magnitude  to  Great  Britain,  and  which 
she  would  at  any  time,  particularly  at  the  present, 
be  very  reluctant  to  lose.  If  ade(]uate  commer- 
cial regulations  be  adopted,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Great  Britain  will  be  induced,  for  the 
preservation  of  her  own  interest,  ta  make  friendly 
arrangements,  will  remove  all  existing  differences, 
and  do  justice  to  the  United  States,  in  their  com- 
mercial concerns,  agreeably  to  the  existing,  know0| 
used,  and  accustomed  laws  of  nations. 

If,  on  the  reverse,  it  shall  so  be,  that  Chreat  Bri^ 
tain  will  refuse  to  make  fViendly  arrangements^ 
and  to  do  that  justice  which  the  United  States 
are  now  entitled  to,  and  will  persevere  in  im- 
pre^in^  seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  continue  to  commit  injuries  on  their 
commerce,  one  of  two  things  must  be  the  conse- 
quence. The  United  States  have  either  to  sub- 
mit their  commerce  to  the  policy  of  Great  Brtt^ 
ain,  or  to  call  forth  their  energies  to  resist  the 
attempt  of  deprivation.  If  Great  Britain  shall 
hazard  a  contest,  she  has  much  to  lose,  and  a  war 
may  terminate  as  much  to  her  injury  as  to  that  of 
the  United  States. 

In  discussing  the  subject  under  consideration, 
arguments  had  been  deduced  from  geographical 
divisions  of  the  United  States,  and  from  tne  in- 
jury which  might  be  done  to  the  exportation  of 
particular  articles  of  particular  States.  These 
geographical  distinctions  might  as  well  not  have 
Been  made.  These  United  States  on  every  na- 
tional question  are  one.  Arguments  deduced  from 
any  injury  which  may  accrue  to  the  exportation 
of  any  particular  production  of  any  particular 
State,  are  not  well  founded.  In  this  case  is  in- 
volved the  welfare  and  interest  of  the  United 
States.  The  "policy  of  Great  Britain  may  be  to 
suppress  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  if 
p05(i*ible,  or  to  reduce  it  to  an  entire  subservienfcf 
on  her  own  commerce. 

It  has  beta  said  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting 
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for  her  oatioital  eristence,  and  that  this  being  so, 
the  United  States  ought  not  now  to  urge  tneir 
complaints.  If  it  be  so,  the  United  States  hav« 
not  been  the  cause  of  that  war.  The  United 
Slates  have  not  been  aiding  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain;  they  have  preserved  an  impartial,  neu- 
tral position.  They  have  not  been  hostile  or  in- 
imical to  Great  Britain  in  the  course  of  that  war. 
Their  conduct  has  been  that  of  friendship.  But 
Great  Britain  is  said  to  be  fighting  for  her  na- 
tional existence.  If  so,  to  what  cause  b  that  war 
to  be  assigned  ?  Is  the  non-nerformance  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  as  it  related  to  Malta,  a  cause 
of  that  war  ?  If  so.  what  nation  refused  the  per- 
formance? Great  Britain  or  France  ?  The  an- 
swer is  evident  Can  Great  Britain  justifv  inju- 
ries done  to  her  friends?  Will  Great  Britain 
attempt  to  justify  her  unjust  attemfits  to  suppress 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States?  But  it  is 
said  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  for  her  national 
existence.  Admit  it  to  be  so,  will  any  gentleman 
say.  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the  war,  Great  Britain 
shall  lose  her  national  existence,  that  that  loss,  in 
the  day  of  retribution,  shall  be  attributed  to  the 
United  States?    Certainly  not. 

Agriculture  and  commerce  are  mutually  assist- 
ant to  each  other :  ajg^riculture  supports  commerce, 
and  commerce  gives  life  and  vigor  to  agriculture. 
Agricultural  industry  would  become  languid  and 
feeble  if  it  were  confined  to  supply  the  mere  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  Commerce  subservient  to  the 
will  of  another  will  soon  cease  to  be. 

The  idea  that  the  commerce  of  these  United 
States  can  be  suppressed  is  not  to  be  admitted. 
That  commerce  may  not  be  supprested,  it  must  in- 
crease and  enlarge  itself.  Empire  and. commerce 
originated  in  the  East,  and  travelled  to  the  West* 
A  period  may  not  be  far  distant  when  commerce 
will  take  up  her  favorite  residence  in  these  United 
States,  and  these  United  States  then  be  the  great- 
eat  commercial  nation  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Gregg. — If  no  other  gentleman  is  disposed 
to  occupy  the  floor,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  few  moments.  Indisposition,  if 
there  was  no  other  cause,  would  prevent  me  from 
detaining  them  longer.  I  feel  myself  under  some 
obligation,  before  the  question  is  taken,  to  make 
aome  explanation  of  my  motives  for  bringing  for- 
ward this  measure,  as  I  have  been  particularly 
called  upon  to  do  this  by  several  gentlemen  who 
have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate. 

When  I  had  the  honor  a  few  days  ago  of  address- 
ing the  Committee,  I  stated  that  I  had  reflected 
maturelv  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration  appeared  to  me  the  best 
measure  in  our  power  to  adopt  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  i  stated,  however,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee entertained  a  different  opinion,  I  should  be  will- 
ing to  relinquish  my  own  impressions  on  this  sab- 
ject,as  I  considered  it  all-important  to  combine  a 
atrong  vote  in  favor  of  such  measures  as  we  might 
adopt.  I  believe  that  a  weak  measure  carried  by 
a  great  majority  will  be  more  powerful  than  a 
strong  measure  carried  by  a  small  majority.  Hav- 
ing confined  myself  to  the  discussion  of  the  meas- 


ure under  consideration.  I  expected  that  it  would 
have  been  examined  on  iu  own  merits;  but, con- 
trary to  this  expectation,  I  was  surprised  to  heat 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  state  in  nis  first  breath 
that  this  was  not  a  proposition  of  oiine,  but  a  Cab- 
inet measure.  I  wish  the  gentlemao  had  deigned 
to  inform  us  what  he  meant  by  a  CabiDec  I  per- 
ceive no  such  thing  in  the  Constitution  or  laws. 
I  believe  the  phrase  is  peculiar  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  wher^  the  Ministers  of  the  King  are  called 
the  Cabinet.  I  have  heard  the  Heads  of  Deptit- 
ments  and  the  Attorney  Greneral,  assembled  by  the 
President  on  great  oceasions^  called  the  CabliwL 
I  iiave  also  heard  three  or  four  members  of  this 
House,  who  have  considered  themselves  tbeofgaos 
for  conducting  all  its  business,  called  the  Caiwaet. 
If  it  be  either  of  these  Cabinets,  they  hare  not  been 
consulted  by  me.  The  origin  of  this  bosiness  is 
no, secret.  A  number  of  gentlemen,  who  thought 
something  ought  to  be  done,  showed  me  a  propo- 
sition whic^  tney  wished  to  submit  to  the  House. 
I  saw  several  propositions — one  in  the  hands  of  a 
gentleman  from  View  Jersey,  going  to  a  prokibi- 
tion.of  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  otherb  embracing  a  more  moderate  system 
of  measures.  I  showed  these  gentlemen  what  I 
had  drawn  up :  they  differed  from  me  in  opinioa, 
and  the  result  was  my  putting  this  resolution  npoa 
the  table,  that  it  might  receive  that  fair  di^oi- 
sion  which  I  conceived  its  merits  entitled  to. 

The  gentlemao  from  Virginia  has  also  broogbt 
into  view  a  vote  of  ipine  given  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  carrying  into  eflfect  the 
treaty  commonly  called  Jay's  Treaty.  I  should 
have  taken  no  notice  of  this  allusion,  had  it  not 
been,  made  in  such  a  way  as  appears  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  impress  the  idea  that  my  vote  might  have 
prevented  that  treaty  from  going  into  operation. 
This  is  not  the  fact,  as  on  the  final  vote  there  were 


fifty-one  affirmatives  and  forty-eight  negatires.  I 
voted  in  the  aflirmative.  >  Had -I  voted  in  the 
negative,  the  vote  would  have  been  fifty  to  forty* 
nine.  And  the  sense  of  the  Speaker  was  well 
known,  as  lie  had  previously  voted  in  Committee 
of  the  Whc^e.  There  was  a  proposition  offered 
to  the  House,  which  I  voted  for  as  a  preamble  to 
the  resolution,  the  object  of  which  was  to  express 
the  opinion  of  the  House  that  the  treaty  was  a  bad 
one ;  that  it  was  not  such  as  the  coimtry  bad  a 
right  to  expect ;  but,  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, it  was  better  to  make  the  appropriation  for 
carrying  it  into  efieet.  I  believe  it  was  undez^ 
stood,  if  the  preamble  was  carried,  the  minority 
would  vote  for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect;  and, 
though  it  was  not  carried,  I  did  not  consider  that 
a  sufficient  reason  for  voting  against  it.  The  treaty 
had  been  regularly  negotiated :  I  do  not  say  it  was 
such  asit  ought  to  have  been,  but  it  was  better  to 
let  it  go  into  operation  than  lose  it  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. The  President  had  ratified  it,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Representatives,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  approved  it.  I  will  ask,  then,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  if  he  will  be  for  putting  Gen« 
eral  Washington,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  and 
fiftjr-one  Representatives,  in  straight-jackets?  I 
believe  the  sense  of  the  nation  wul  revolt  at  the 
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idea;  aod  I  belie?e  the  people,  if  the  subject  had 
been  sobmitted  to  them^  would  have  voted  as  I 
did.  How  do  liofer  this?  Because  every  man 
who  voted  for  the  treaty  caine  to  Congress  again 
if  he  chose.  I  voted  for  it,  and  I  never  was  elected 
>y  a  greater  majority.  Th^re  is  no  district  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  more  republican  than  that 
irhich  I  then  represented  ^  for  I  am  now  the  rep- 
-esentative  of  another  district — the  man  now  from 
t  is  republicanism  itself. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  making  some 
>bservations  on  the  remarks  I  made  oa  introduc- 
ng  this  measure,  has  ascribed  to  roe«n  expression 
pvhich  I  deny  absolutely  having  made.  I  wished 
m  opportunity  at  the  time  to  explain,  but  the  gen- 
leman  did  not  see  proper  to  indulge  me;  and  I 
)elieve  this  is  the  only  instance  in  which  such  a 
efusal  has  been  made.  The  id.e(i  which  I  ex- 
pressed, was,  that  this  measure  would  attack  Great 
Britain  in  her  warehouses  and  workshops,- and 
nrould  thus  reach  her  vitals^  I  observed  that  the 
nerchaatsand  manufacturers  were  the  great  sup- 
>ort  of  that  nation,  and  that,  if  #e  adopted  this 
ineasure,  it  would  so  affect  t|;iose  two  classes  of 
nen  that  they  would  become  our  friends,  and  the 
id  vocates  of  our  measures.  The  gentlemlm  from 
lilaryiaad  has,  on  the  contrary,  attributed-  to  me 
he  wish  of  stabbing  Britain  to  her  vitals — aserib- 
ng  to  me  the  idea  of  wishing  to  destroy  her  Gov- 
smraent.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see'  this  effect  pro- 
iuced.  On  the  contrary,  I  wish  to  see  that  Gov- 
ernment preserved  in  its  vigor;  as  a  check  to  her 
;reat  rival  Power.  I  believe  a  considerable  portion 
of  OUT  own  safety  depends  on  the  two  nations 
checking  each  other. 

I  observed  that  I  had  no  idea  this  mtiuure  would 
lead  to  war.  I  deny  that  it, is  a  war  measure. 
There  is  nothing  warlike  in  it.  It  is  a  plain  com- 
mercial measure,  which  we  have  a  right  to  estab' 
lish.  But  I  observed  that  if  Great  Britaiu  should 
view  it  iu  a  different  light,  and  go  towaY,she  was 
not  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  as  we  should  be  able 
to  take  as  many  of  her  trading  vessels,  or  at  least 
an  equal  value  of  them,  by  means  of  our  priva- 
teers, as  she  could  of  ours.  Ftota  this,  the  een- 
tleman  has  inferred  that  I  am  for  meetiuj^  the  Brit- 
ish navy  with  the  privateers  of  our  citizens,  and 
added,  tnat  any  man  who  talked  so  absurdly  oiight 
to  be  shut  up  in  a  dark  room,  and  confined  in  a 
straight-waistcoat.  I  am  willing  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  should  have  the  credit  of 
being  the  author  of  all  such  flourishes ;  but,  before 
he  undertakes  to  anathematize  other  gentlemen, 
he  ought  to  gif^some  specimen  (which  I  am  sure 
he  has  not  yet  done)  of  his  own  superior  powers. 

I  have  no  expectation  that  this  resolution  will 
prevail,  as  I  find  many  gentlemen  who  advocate 
strong  ground  consider  this  toostrong.  As  I  said, 
at  the  beginning,  I  am  ready  to  meet  them  on  any 
other  ground,  why  do  they  not  come  out.  and 
propose  their  measures?  If  I  think  the  measure 
tbey  propose  will  do,  I  will  rote  for  it.  But  while 
We  are  goinff  on  this  Way,  we  can  never  come  to 
the  point.  Let  gentlemen,  then,  avow  themselves 
for  or  against  this  measure.  It  appears  to  me  that 
those  who  object  to  this  measure  as  too  siroBg, 


have  been  answered  by  unanswerable  arguments ; 
and  I  can  hardly  see  how  we  can  relinquish  this 
ground,  and  descend  to  iknother. 

I  regret  that  some  things  have  been  said  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  whose  natural  tendency 
is  to  divide  instead  of  uniting  us.  Of  this  descrip* 
tion  is  the  alleged  jealouay  between  our  merchants 
and  farmers;  a  topic  more  fitted  to  destroy  than 
promote  conciliation;  I  wish  to  bury  all  kinds 
of  party  distinction  in  the  discussion  of  this  sub* 
ject ;  I  think  such  topics  highly  improper  ;  and 
that  every  pains  ought  to  be  taken  to  keep  out  of 
view  such  sources  of  jealousy.  I  nlyself  am  a 
farmer,  a  practical  farmer ;  and  have  no  idea  of 
giving  up  the  interests  of  agricultureto  cominerce. 
But  I  have  always  considered  the  two  so  ulti- 
mately connected  as  to  be  inseparable.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  merchants  of  Baltimoire  and  Philadel* 
phia,  the  people  I  represent  would  be  in  a  peril- 
ous condition.  What  they  raise  beyond  their 
o^n  wants,  they  dispose  of  to  them ;  and  were  it 
not  for  them,  their  surplus  productions  would  rol 
oa  their  hands,  and  they  would  become  indolent 
and  poor. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  largely 
dwelt  upon,  which  I  exceedingly  rej^ret — the  pow- 
er and  importance  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  wil« 
lin^  to  agree  that  Ghreat  Britain  is  a  powerful 
nation,  and  that  her  navy  is  invincible.  Still  I 
am  not  willing  to  resign  my  righu  and  the  rights 
of  the  nation  into  her  hands.  We  have,  on  a 
former  occasion,  heard  almost  every  argument 
brought  forward  in  the  sadie  manner  as  on  the 
present  occasion ;  they  had  not  then  influensei 
however,  to  prevent  a  similar  measure  with  that 
under  consideration.  I  regret  that  they  have  this 
influence  now.*  If  we  shall  not  adopt  this  re* 
solution  from  its  inflqeoce  on  our  revenue,  or 
any  other  cause,  I  hope  we  shall  not  regret  it 
because  Great  Britain  may  take  offence  at  it.  I 
wish  thi»  consideration  had  been  left  entirely  out 
of  view ;  that  whatever  we  do,  we  may  do  as  the 
Representatives  of  the  nation,  without  regard  to 
Great  Britain. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  has 
alluded  to  an  observation  of  mine  relative  to  the 
sequestration  of  British  debts;  regretted  that  I 
made  it,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  I  would  not 
myself  agree  to  the  measure.  I  certainly  should 
not,  except  in  a  case  of  extreme  necessity.  I 
said  that  if  Great  Britain  should  violate  the  treaty 
between  us  in  every  respect  but  one,  she  could 
not  consider  us  as  bounu  by  the  single  remain- 
ing article.  But  should  we  be  released  from  the 
treaty  it  is  said  to  be  questionable  whether  the 
sequestration  would  in  any  case  be  justifiable.  I 
believe  there  are  extreme  cases  in  which  it  would, 
and  the  Speaker  and  myself  once  agreed  on  that 
point.  If  Great  Britain  should,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  let  loose  her  cruisers,  and  seize  our  pro- 
perty without  notice,  I  believe  such  a  measure 
would  be  justifiable,  though  even  then  I  should 
take  it  with  reluctance.  I  have  no  further  obser^ 
vations  to  make.  If  gentlemen  indisposed  to  this 
measure  will  suggest  one  that  is  more  moderatei 
I  will  exereise  my  right  of  judging  on  it. 
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Mr.  Dawbon. — 1  have  indulged  the  disposition, 
which  1  always  feel  to  be  silent,  during  a  very 
lenjfthy  debate,  and  have  attended  to  the  obser- 
TatioDs  <^  other  gentlemen,  sometimes  with  plea- 
sure— sometimes  ^ith  pain.  I  should  continue 
tliat  indulgence,  did  I  not  apprehend,  that,  from 
the  length  which  the  debate  seems  to  promise.  I 
shall  not  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  my  yea 
or  nay ;  and  as  I  propose  to  vote  against  the  re- 
solution, it  might  be  concluded,  that  I  view  it  as 
other  gentlemen  do,  who  are  in  the  opposition,  or 
that  my  vote  is  influenced  by  any  of  the  reasons 
or  considerations  which,  have  been  urged  by  most 
of  them. 

I  consider  that  resolution  simply  as  a  commer- 
cial regulation,  which,  under  the  powers  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  we  havea  rieht  to 
to  pass,  and  I  hold  it  to  be  an  internal  regulation 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  pass,  whenever  the  true  in- 
terest of  our  country  in  our  judgment  shall  require 
it,  without  inquiring -what  effect  it  will  have  on  the 
feelings  of  any  foreign  nation  whatever.  At  pres- 
ent, however,  I  deem  it  premature,  and  1  hope  it 
will  never  become  necessary  ;  whenever  that  ne- 
QBMaty  shall  arrive,  I  will  join  the  advocates  of  this 
lesolution  in  its  support,  or  in  the  support  of  any 
other  measures  which  shall  go  to  injure  those 
who  petaevere  in  injuring  us ;  and  this  has  been 
my  conduct  during  the  whole  session.  I  have 
been  in  lavor  of  every  measure  which  goes  to  se- 
eUKethe  honor  or  interest  of  our  country,  let  that 
meaaure  be  directed  against  what  nation  it  may ; 
but  I  repeat,  that  I  h<^  it  will  never  be  neces- 
sary. This  hope  does  not  arise  from  any  confi- 
dence which  I  have  in  the  magnanimity  or  for- 
hearanoe  of  any  nation.  I  believe  that  they  are 
all  disposed  to  aggress  when  they  have  power, 
and  that  that  disposition  is  only  checked  by  the 
opposition  of  others  acting  on  their  own  interest ; 
and  a  discovery  id  this  spirit  on  our  part,  with  a 
aianty  determination  to  support  our  own  rights, 
aad  a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights  of  others,  will, 
I  trust,  produce  that  effect  at  the  pra^tent  crisis ; 
should  they  not,  I  repeat  that  I  will. join  in 
any  oEieasore  to  support  these  rights  and  to  ob- 
tain jnstioe. 

This  resolution  has  been  supported  by  some  of 
its  frietids,  and  met  hy  all  its  opponents,  as  a  war 
measure.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  a  war  measure.  If 
they  mean  that  it  is  a  measure  which  we  have 
not  a  right  to  adopt  without  consulting  others, 
and  the  adoption  of  it  will  give  just  cause  for 
war,  I  dissent  from  them  tn  ioto,  I  believe  it  sioa- 
ply  to  be  a  commercial  regulation  intended  to 
meet  the  present  state  of  things,  and  that  we  have 
a  iierfect  right  to  pass  it,  without  inquiring  what 
influence  it  will  have  at  St.  James's,  or  St.  Cloud. 
I  believe  this  is  the  place  intended  for  the  free 
exercise  of  all  powers  granted  by  the  Constitution. 
If,  sir,  they  nobean  that  it  may  afford  a  pretext 
lor  war,  I,  without  hesitation,  admit  that  it  may 
and  so  may  either  of  the  resolutions  which  have 
Veen  submitted  to  the  Committee,  over  which 
voa,  with  so  much  propriety,  preside.  I  weH 
jtnow  that  nations,  like  ii|itoxicated  individuals, 


when  blinded  by  passion  or  superior  power,  ss^ 
dom  want  pretextsfer  differing  with  their  frieadb; 
to  proveihis  I  will  not  appeal  to  antiquity,  or  even 
to  our  own  Revolution*  The  history  oi  the  pres- 
ent moment— the  state  of  Europe,  confinns  thin 
important,  though  mehinc holy  truth.  And  iL  &tr. 
the  passing  of  either  of  those  resolutions,  ail  or 
which  I  consider  as  standing  on  the  same  foottor 
as  to  that  power — and  one  of  which  I  trust  wiu 
pass — if,  I  say,  that  will  afford  a  pretext  fai  a 
war ;  if,  sir,  by  the  folly  or  vices  of  other  Gbvem- 
itients,  we  are  fcurced  to  meet  that  state  of  thiagi) 
I  am  not  among  those  who  are  diapered  to  des> 
pond,  or  ready  to  acknowledge  the  spperiotity  of 
other  countries  over  ours.  Armed,  sir,  with  the 
shield  of  iustice,  and  fighting  in  defence  of  our 
just  rights,  while  I  feel  a  pleudng  confidenee  that 
we  have  more  means  in  our  power  to  iajare  anf 
nation. in  Europe,  than  that  nation  has  lo  ininte 
usr— these  means  I  never  wish  to  use,  or  to  see  that 
state  of  things ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  pat  oor  finances 
or  my  country  to  temporary  .emharraaament  or  ia* 
convenience,  as  1  believe  this  resolation  woaUdo, 
especially  the  southern  part  of  it,  until  the  neces- 
sity shall  foe  more*  apparent,  and  until  it  shall  be 
seen  that  Great  Britam  perseveres  in  a  system  of 
measares  calculated  to  check  and  destroy  our 
rising  greatness,  and  eventually  the  independcnee 
of  oor  country.  At  present,  therefore,  I  ana  agaiart 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  under  the  hope  that 
it  will  be  unnecessary ;  that  we  shall  obtain  jav 
tioe  witliout  it. 

Should  I  be  diaappoibted  in  this  hope,  I  ple<^ 
myself  tojunite  in  any  measures  wbiefa  shall  ga 
to  maintain  the  rights,  honor,  and  interest  of  that 
country  so  dear  to  os  ail.  Let  those  measaieB  te 
directed  against  what  nation  they  nay,  i  wiH 
never  surrender  a  perfect  tight,  or  tesBporise  with 
principle. 

Mr.  EiOKLT.r-'I  believe  it  most  be  seen  by  gen* 
tlemen  that  there  is  now  no  probability  of  adopt* 
ing  this  meaaure;  and  I  an  convinced  that,  if 
adopted,  it  will  not  answer  the  purposes  which 
they  themselves  intended  to  answer  by  it  It  is 
not  because  it  takes  too  strong  ground  that  1  am 
opposed  to  it ;  lam  opposed  to  it  on  other  grounds. 
Ckk  the  ground  that  the  measure,  if  carried  into 
operation,  will  be  weak  and  impotent,  as  it  re- 
spects Gkeat  Britain,  aad  ruinous  as  it  respects 
ourselves.  These  are  the  grounds  on  which  my 
opposition  is  founded.  The  (Fentloaan,  therefore, 
who  submitted  this  proposition  ismisuken  if  he 
supposes  I  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
too  strong ;  but  it  is  not  my  intSbtioo  again  to 
go  into  the  merits  of  this  subject.  I  have  barely 
risen  in  consequence  of  the  diversity  of  opmioa 
expressed  by  gentlemen,  all  teading'to  show  that 
if  this  measure  cannot  be  adopted,  they  are  willii^ 
to  meet  on  other  ground,  to  invite  them  to  give 
us  an  opportunity  to  occupy  this  ground,  which 
I  believe  will  be  found  in  the  resolution  d  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  It  is  because  I  think 
that  eligible  ffround  to  occupy;  a  ground  which 
will  not  recoilupon  ourselves,  or  do  us  more  harm 
than  our  enemy,  that  I  think  it  time  to  pot  an 
and  to  the  discussion  of  this  fifstreaoltttiou.  Qcn* 
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tleroeo  mast  have  diaeoTered  that  they  cannot 
carry  it.  To  pat  the  thing  then  gently  to  sleep, 
and  to  give  as  an  opportanity  to  occupy  more 
eligible  and  efficacious  ground,  I  move  that  the 
Committee  rise.  When  the  House  shall  be  re- 
sumed, it  is  my  intention  to  more  to  discharge 
the  Committee  from  the  resolution  ander  e6n- 
ttderation. 

Mr.  MACOM.—Before  the  question  is  taken  I 
leg  to  be  indulged  in  stating  that  the  gentleman 
Vom  Vrrginia  has  roisanderstood  me.  I  stated 
bat  the  ^st  way  to  ny  opinion  to  prevent  Britain 
rom  impressing  our  seamen,  was  to  agree  not  to 
employ  oer  sailors,  on  condition  that  she  would 
igree  not  to  take  ours,  reiyint^  on  her  being  gov- 
erned by  a  sense  of  interest.  1  mould  have  thought 
be  sentiment  ascribed  to  me  by  that  gentleman 
vould  have  been  one  of  the  last  in  the  world  at- 
ributed  to  me. 

Mr.  SMtLiE.-— I  am  against  the  motion  for  the 
>)mmitiee*s  rising,  though  I  have  no  objection  to 
postpone  the  -resolution  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
ip  any  other.  There  is  a  wide  difference  between 
KMtpooing  a  ^measure  to  a  day  certain,  and  dis- 
charging a  eommitiee  from  it.  Let  me  tell  the 
(entleman  •  from  Greorgia  that  I  am  net  afraid  of 
be  fate  of  this  resolution.  .  It  is  far  from  me  to 
lodertake  to  say  what  that  (ate  will  be.  I  know 
t  not,  nor  can  I  know  it  antil  the  final  vote  of 
his  House,  But  should  this  resolution  be  nega- 
ived,  that  cireumstanoe  wilt  not  change  my  con- 
uct.  It  is  enough  for  me  that  I  am  convinced 
ts  adoption  will  promote  the  interests  of  this 
ouatrv,  and  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  its  fate, 
lat  only  for  my  oi;^n  conduct,  and  thft  I  pos- 
ess  the  privilege  of  recording  my  name  in  its 
avor  whenever  a  decision  shall  be  had  upon  it* 
f  the  gentleman  will  ngree  to  postpone  this  re^o- 
iition  to  a  day  certain,  in  order  in  the  meantime 
i>  take  up  any  other  resolution  on  the  table,  I 
rill  agree  to  it. 

As  we  are  now  explaining,  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
entleman  from  Virginia  in  his  place.  That  gen- 
ieman,  in  taking  notice  of  my  observations, 
oubted  whether,  tbe  friendship  I  entertained  for 
im  wtkt  sincere.  If  the  deckration  will  be  satis- 
ictory  to  him,  I  will  declare  it  was  sfaoere:  that 
rieodship  is  not  removed;  but  I  wish  the  rentle- 
lan  to  understand  it  properly.  Friendsnrp  req- 
uires an  exchange  of  good  offices  between  man 
nd  man;  but  there  is  a  fond  on  which  even 
rtendship  cannot  draw — the  fund  of  public  |:ood, 
/htch  is  of  too  sacred  a  nature  to  be  sacrificed 
ven  to  friendship;  and  I  declare,  that  except  so 
ir  as  public  duty  requires,  I  am  still  willing  to 
Qterchange  the  offices  of  friendship  with  that 
entleman. 

Mr.  JACK0ON. — I  owe  an  explanation  to  the 
Speaker  and  the  House.  My  colleague  observed 
hat  some  apolog^y  was  to  be  found  for  the  con- 
uct  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  the  impress- 
aent  of  our  seamen,  from  our  having  more  of  her 
ubjects  in  our  employ  than  she  had  of  our  citi- 
ens  in  hers.  The  Speaker  stated  that  protec- 
ioQs  were  a  thing  in  the  market — the  price  of 
vhich  waa  as  w^  understood  as  the  price  of 


other  articles.  Other  gentlemen  made  variona- 
allusions  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  I  bad, 
therefore,  no  particular  allusion  to  the  Speaker,- 
when  I  said  I  was  sorry  to  find  apologists  of 
Britain  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Macon. — I  understood  the  remark  as  ap« 
plicable  to  myself.  I  said  the  price  of  getting 
naturalized  was  as  well  understood  as  anything 
in  the  market. 

Mr.  EARLT.*-In  reply  to  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  will  observe^ 
that  if  the  Committee  should  rise,  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  dispose  of  the  resolutioa 
as  it  pleases.  The  gentleman  will  there  enjoy 
the  sfime  privilege  of  moving  a  postponement  to 
a  definite  time,  that  1  shall  to  move  a  discharge 
of  the  Committee  from  its  farther  consideration. 
For  my  part  it  is  not  material  to  me  which  mo- 
tion prevails.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  motion  to 
postpone  this  resolution  to  a  day  certain.  I  am 
as  willing  that  one  course  should  be  pursued  as 
the  other. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  allfision  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Jacksow,  said  he  had  never  supposed,  from  the 
feelings  which  he  entertained,  that  he  should  have 
been  considered  as  the  apolonst  of  Great  Britain. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rising  of 
the  CommitteCi  and  passed  in  the  negative — yeas 
53.  nays  66. 

Mr.  CROWNiNaBiBLP.—- Mr.  Chairman:  The 
question  is  on  the  resolution  for  interdficting  the 
importation  of  all  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandisesi 
from  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  It  is 
to  be  reifretted  that  in  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  its  opponents  have  considered  it  as  a  war 
measure,  or  such  as  will  lead  to  war.  Had  I 
viewed  it  in  this  light,  I  should  have  never  risen 
in  its  support.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Mary* 
lan^d,  (Mr.  Nicholsom,}  on  certain  observations 
which  fell  from  me  when  this  subject  was  first 
brought  into  discussion.  What  I  then  said  has 
been  mistHiderstood  and  misrepresented  both  by 
that  gentleman  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 
(Mr.  Ramoolpb.)  I  am  accused,  of  wishing  to 
plunge  this  nation  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain ; 
1  deny  the  charge,  and  I  believe  I  said  nothing 
which  ought  to  have  led  gentlemen  to  have  drawn 
such  an  inference  from  my  remark.  I  am  charged 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  with  saving 
that  our  privateers  would  be  a  match  for  British 
seventy-fours ;  I  did  not  say  so.  I  said  if  Great 
Britain  considered  this  as  a  hostile  measure,  and 
made  war  upon  us,  we  should  fit  out  privateers, 
and  they  would  probably  be  able  to  capture  two 
vessels  to  one  taken  by  her.  I  here  alluded  to 
merchant  vesseh,  and  had  reference  to  no  other 
description  of  vessris.  The  reason  I  assigned  for 
this  was  our  experience  during  the  last  war,  and 
our  ability  to  defend  ourselves  in  this  way  has 
certainly  not  diminished  since  that  time.  But 
could  it  hence  be  imagined,  by  any  rational  man, 
that  I  considered  a  privateer  equal  to  a  man  ot 
war  ?  It  has  also  been  insinuated  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  confiscation  of  British  property,  whe* 
I  ther  there  sti^l  be  war  or  not,  I  suppose.    I  said 
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if  Britain  preferred  to  consider  this  as  a  hostile 
measare,  if  she  actually  made  war  upon  us,  we 
should  be  obliged  to  confiscate  our  debts.  If  she 
pursues  a  hostile  course,  preys  upon  oor.  property, 
and  impresses  our  seamen,  shall  we  be  expected 
to  furnish  her  with  all  the  means  in  our  power  to 
carry  on  war  against  us?  Shall  we  continue  to 
{my  the  debt  and  interest,  when  this  will  be  the 
effect  ?  Though  this  was  a  hasty  remark,  I  am 
convinced  on  reflection  that  it  was  just,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  if  Britain  chooses  to  hurry  us  into 
war,  that  it  will  be  our  duty  to  take  her  property 
on  the  land,  if  she  takes  ours  upon  the  ocean. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  or  the  ffentleman 
from  Virginia,  of  a  personal  nature,  I  shall  not 
condescend  to  answer  them,  except  so  far  as  to 
observe,  that  when  the  gentleman  stigmatizes 
those  wno  held  particular  opinions,  with  meriting 
straight  waistcoats,  I  am  sure  the  Committee  did 
not  consider  the  remark  as  justified  by  anything 
which  had  been  said.  I  presume  na  person  would 
wish  to  put  me  into  a  dark  room,  confine  me  in  a 
straight  waistcoat, and  support  me  on  water-gruel. 
Such  places  are  only  fit  for  madmen.  I  am  not 
willing  to  go  there ;  but  if  I  should,  I  might  un- 
fortunately, fjerhaps,  find  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia along  side  ot  me. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  I  shall  proceed  to 
consider  the  main  proposition  under  considera- 
tion. It  is  no  declaration  of  war ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve, if  adopted.  Great  Britain  will  think  it  suffi- 
cient to  go  to  war  with  us.  She  will  not  hazard 
a  war  with  the  United  States  on  this  account. 
Her  interest  is  too  deeply  involved  to  permit  her 
to  take  this  step.  What  does  it  propose  ?  What 
are  our  complaints  ?  Great  Britain,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  her  goodness  and  mercy,  seizes  American 
shipping  carrying  on  a  lawful  commerce,  in  goods 
bought  in  the  colonies  of  the  belligerent  nations. 
What  has  been  her  conduct  ever  since  the  first 
war  against  revolutionary  France?  On  the  6th 
November,  1793,  she  issued  orders  to  her  armed 
ships  to  seize  all  neutral  vessels  trading  with  her 
enemies'  colonies,  or  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
duce— not  vessels  loaded  ^ith  provisions  merely, 
as  has  been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  three  or  four  hundred  Ameri- 
can vessels  were  captured.  On  proper  represent- 
ations being  made,  she  acknowledged  this  conduct 
to  be  improper,  and  allowed  the  trade  on  which 
she  had  tnus  depredated  to  be  a  lawful  trade.  In 
the  treaty  made  with  her  the  following  year,  she 
agreed  to  make  compensation,  and  I  believe  nearly 
four  millions  of  dollars  was  allowed  to  our  sufier- 
ing  merchants  for  property  thus  unjustly  taken 
from  them.  Here  was  a  complete  abandonment 
of  the  ground  she  had  assumed.  Why  did  she 
make  restitution  if  the  trade  was  unlawful  ?  How 
came  it  that  the  Commissioners  sitting  under  that 
treaty,  almost  without  exception,  awarded  dam- 
ages in  every  case  of  capture  prior  to  the  date  of 
that  treaty?  We  heard  nothing  of  this  principle 
till  the  year  1801,  when  Great  Britain  again  at- 
tempted to  revive  it  in  a  new  form.  But  on  refer** 
enee  to  her  Attorney  General,  he  declared  this 
ground  to  be  incorrect,  and  that  a  neutral  had  a 


right  to  pursue  his  commerce  with  the  belligereiit 
colony.  He  makes  no  distinction  as  to  the  out- 
ward or  homeward  cargo.  He  does  not  contend 
that  the  colonial  trade  is  to  be  shut  or  interdicted 
in  time  of  war,  and  although  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colony  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  -in  his  opinion^  yet  be  .concedes 
the  principle  that  the  commerce  is  lawful  betweea 
the  neutral  country  and  the  colony,  and  that  upoa 
the  i^oods  beinff  once  landed  in  a  neutral  port  the 
continuity  of  the  voyage  is  broken,  and  they  may- 
then  be  sent  to  Europe,  even  to  those  nations  at 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  mother  country 
for  instance. 

The  principle,  therefore,  was  again  abandoned 
by  Great  Britain.  It  is  now,  however,  once  more 
revived,  and  under  the  decisions  of  her  admiralty 
courts^  we  find  an  immense  amount  of  property 
at  stake.  We  find  not  only  our  vessels  going 
from  the  colonies  tO/the  belligerent  nations,  and 
from  the  belligerent  nations  to  the  colonies,  ex- 
posed to  capture — but  our  vessels  are  seized  and 
condemned  when  trading  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies,  and  also  when  bound  di- 
rect to  Europe  from  tnis  country,  when  loaded 
with  colonial  productions.  We  do  not  know  the 
precise  amount  of  these  captures,  but  we  do  know 
It  is  immense.    Our  merchants  were  taken  un- 

Erepared  { they  had  not  insured  against  such  risks. 
lany  of  them  must  be  ruined  if  you  do  not  hold 
out  your  protecting  hand  toward  them.  Sacri- 
fice this  principle,  and  we.  know  not  where  it  will 
end.  Viewing  the  United  States  as  increasing  in 
population  and  wealthy  and  unjustly  considering 
us  as  her  rival,  her  object  is  to  destroy  oor  com- 
merce. I  have  viewed  the  subject  in  this  light 
from  the  first,  and  I  have  do  doubt  that  if  we 
give  up  this  right,  we  shall  be  pushed  to  give  up 
others — one  demand  will  be  made  after  another, 
and  we  shall  lose  all  our  commerce.  But  we  are 
told  that  Great  Britain  is  a  powerful  nation,,  that 
she  has  eight  hundred  vessels  of  war.  But  sap- 
pose  she  bad  one  thousand,  is  there  any  independ- 
ent man  oa  this  floor  prepared  on  this  account  to 
relinquish  our  rights  ? '  I  hope  not,  Mr.  Chair- 
man; but  such  strange  opinions  have  been  de- 
livered, I  am  prepared  for  anything.  Great  Brit- 
ain is  so  powerful,  and  has  such  a  great  navy,  we 
ought  not  to  provoke  her ;  we  must  secure  her 
friendship  by  concessions,  I  suppose.  We  are  told 
by  the jp^entleman  from  Virsinia!,  (Mr.RAN dolpb,) 
that  if  we  go  to  war  with  her  we  must  hold  oor 
seacoast  at  the  will  of  the  conqueror,  that  we  must 
fly  to  the  mountains  for  protection.  No,  sir,  we 
shall  not  fly  to  the  mountains.  We  shall  meet 
our  enemy  at  the  ocean's  ed^e,  we  shall  there  de- 
fend our  seacoasts.  To  talk  of  abandoning  out 
seacoasts  is  idle.  In  defence  of  our  coast  we 
shall,  if  necessary,  shed  the  last  drop  of  oor  blood. 
No,  sir,  we  shall  not  hide  behind  a  hogshead  of 
tobacco,  or  a  bale  of  cotton,  but  boldly  stand  forth 
and  flgnt  for  our  sliores  whenever  a  lawless  in- 
vader shall  touch  them. 

But  Great  Britain  says,  you  are  carrying  on  a 

trade  in  war,  which  was  not  allowed  in  peaee.  Is 

I  this  a  fact  ?  It  is  not  a  fact  ?  The  valuable  docu- 
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aent  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proves 
bat  it  is  not.  If  that  documeot  did  not  pro?e  it,  I 
ould  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  for  I  haTe 
□joyed  the  colonial  trade  in  common  with  thou- 
inds  of  my  fellow-citizens  during  peace  and  war. 
1 1802,  a  year  of  peace  all  over  Europe,  from  the 
>turns  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  ap- 
ears  that  you  exported  colonial  and  other  foreign 
roductions  to  the  amount  of  thirtyrfive  millions, 
'his  was  a  oeriod  of  peacf,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
Tved,  and  uemonstrates  that  you  enjoyed  this 
ade  in  a  time  of  peace.  This  produce  was  pur- 
lased  with  American  canital,  in  foreign  coun- 
ies,  but  chiefly  in  the  colonies  belonging  to  the 
lemies  of  Great  Britain — very  little  of  it  came 
om  the  English  colonies.  .Similar  property  is 
3W  seized  and  condemned  upon  the  presump- 
on  that  we  are  not  carrying  on  our  accustomed 
ade.  I  ask,  theh,  in  what  other  light  we  can 
)nsider  this  aggression  of  Britain,  than  as  a  part 
[  her  regular  system  of  plunder? 
Is  it  true  that  this  trade  is  a  mushroom  or  fun- 
is that  has  sprung'ap  in  the  night?    I  think  it 

as  valuable  as  your  export  trade  in  tobacco, 
ittoD,  beef,  or  pork.  Indeed  it  is  so  intimately 
inoected  with  the  trade  in  our  own  products 
at  it  cannot  be  separated  from  it.  Your  people 
ise  a  large  surplus  bevond  their  wants.  Do 
intlemen  want  this  anrplus.  produce  to  rot  in  the 
inds  of  the  farnaer  or  planter  ?  To  avoid  this 
hat  must  be  done  ?  It  must  be  e^orted  to  other 
arkets.    Take  the  case  of  a  cargo  of  flour  sent 

the  West  Indies ;  they  have  no  money  to  pay . 
r  it,  but  they  are  willing  to  barter  sugar  or  cc&e 

exchanffe.  The  American  merchant  brinss 
ese  articles  to  the  United  States,  but  he  finds 
e  market  so  overstocked  that  he  cannot  sell 
em  here.  He  prefers  sending  them  to  Europe 
ther  tban  waiting  for  a  demand  which  may 
ver  come.  Now  I  wish  to  know  whether  he 
s  not  the  same  right  to  send  this  sugar  and 
See  to  Europe,  received  in  exchange  for  his 
)ur,  as  be  has  to  send  the  flour  itself,  which  is  the 
oduct  of  your  soil?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
;  it  is  his  own  property,  sailing  under  a  neutral 
ig,  which,  if  outraged,  he  has  a  right  to  call  on 
9  Qovernment  to  protect. 
I  know  of  a  vessel  which  went  last  year  from 
ilem,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Richmond  or  Pe- 
-sbuTg,  in  Virginia,  I  forget  which  of  them,  and 
ere  took  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  with  a  view  of  go- 
^  to  Manilla,  a  Spanish  port  in  the  Chines<j 
is.  I  believe  she  loaded  four  or  five  hundred 
tflrshead  of  tobacco.  This  vessel  will  be  com- 
Ued  to  bring  back  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  indigo. 
here  will  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  neutrality  of 
e  ship  or  cargo — both  belong  to  an  eminent 
erchant  of  Massachusetts.    I  am  sure  the  in- 

o  will  not  be  wanted  in  this  country.    It  will 
higher  in  Europe;. and  the  owner  may  wish 

seoa  both  the  sugar  and  indigo  to  SfNiin,  to 
ranee,  or  Holland,  out  it  will  Be  exposed  to 
ritish  capture.  It  will  be  said  it  came  originally 
om  an  enemy's  colony.  It  is  contaminated.  It 
innot  be  carried  to  Europe,  because  it  may  turn 
It  possibly  that  the  owner  intended  to  send  it  to 
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Europe  when  he  first  undertook  the  voyage  to 
Virginia,  twelve  months  before.  This  will  be 
said  in  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty;  however 
true  or  false  it  may  be.  they  will  judge  of  the  in- 
tention, and  the  whole  will  be  condemned.  I 
ask  you^  sir,  I  ask  the  Committee,  whether  this  is 
not  a  fair  and  a  lawful  trade?  It  i^  an  honorable 
trade.  It  is  a  trade  in  tobacco.  The  sugar  and 
indigo  of  Manilla  will  be  purchased  with  the  to- 
bacco of  Virginia.  It  is  sent  to  a  distaot  country 
on  American  account.  The  returns  from  neces- 
sity are  inade  in  colonial  produce.  It  will  not  all 
sell  here.  It  must  be  sent  abroad ;  if  it  is  seized 
on  tbepassage,  will  a  second  voyage  be  attempt- 
ed? Will  any  merchant  send  to  Virginia  to  buy 
anoth.er  cargo  to  ship  to  an  enemy's  port,  if  his 
property  is  to  be  torn  from  him  on  its  return,  or 
before  it  can  find  a  market?  It  would  be  just  as 
right  to  seize  the  tobacco  before  it  reached  the 
enemy's  port,  as  to  take  the  proceeds  of  that  to- 
bacco on  a  subsequent  voyage.  Is  not  agricul- 
ture interested,  and  ereatly  interested,  too,  in  such 
voyages  as  these?  It  is  perfectly  clear  in  my 
mind  that  it  is.  Such  a  trade  as  Ihave  described 
is  the  trade  in  dispute  between  us  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. Will  you  abandon  it  ?  I  hope  you  will  not. 
You  cannot.  It  is  too  important,  too  valuable  to 
be  sacrificed. 

Some  gentlemen,  and  particularly  the  honor- 
able Speaker,  have  conceded  all  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  wish,  in  sayinff  we  have  a  right  to 
send  a  load  of  flour  to  the  West  Indies,  and  bring 
back  a  cargo  of  cofiee  in  return,  and  afterwards 
to  send  this  cofiee  to  Europe.  We  have  a  right 
to  this  trade  as  much  as  to  the  trade' in  flour. 

[Mr.  Macon  here  explained^  and  observed  he 
had  said  that  a  dollar  got  in  this  trade  was  worth 
as  much  to  the  country  as  a  dollar  got  ih  any 
other  way.] 

Mr.  Crowinshibld. — Yes,  sir,  T  understood  the 
gentleman  as  saying  that  also.  I  may*  however. 
be  mistaken  in  the  first  declaration  of  what  fell 
from  the  honorable  Speaker ;  but  I  took  a  memo- 
randum  of  it  at  the  time.  Well,  this  is  all  the 
advocates  of  the  resolution  conteod  for — that  it 
is  a  fair  trade — as  good  a  trade  as  that  of  tobacco, 
or  flour,  or  anything  else — that  a  dollar  earned  by 
it  is  as  valuaole  as  aoy  other  dollar — that  it  is 
not  a  dishonest  trade — that  it  is  not  the  cover- 
ing trade;  jn  my  part  of  the  country  it  is 
not  known  by  the  name  of  the  carrying  trade — 
the  carrying  is  the  freighting  traae;  and  our 
people  do  not  fit  out  their  ships  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transporting  the  property  of  belligerents 
on  freight.  Our  merchants  are  possessed  of  suffi- 
cient capital  to  load  their  own  ships  on  their  own 
account.  They  own  the.property  themselves.  It 
is  not  a  foreign  property.  There  is  no  want  of 
Americaii  capital  to  carry  on  our  commerce. 
The  British  condemnations  do  not  proceed  on 
this  ground.  They  allege  we  are  carrying  on 
a  trade  in  time  of  war,  which  was  not  allowed 
in  time  of  peace.  There  is  one  point  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  may  be  considered,  which  is 
important ;  it  is  this :  It  will  be  seen  by  the  com- 
mittee, that  Great  Britain  condemns  both  ship 
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and  cargo,  when  there  is  no  questiou  as  to  the 
Deutraliiy  of  the  flaff,  and  the  crew  are  sure  to  be 
kept  prisoners  at  tne  same  time.  It  is  not  so 
where  the  ship  is  freighted  for  account  of  a  belli- 

Serent.    Here  she  would  be  paid  her  freight,  and 
e  ship  would  be  acquitted,  and  the  seamen 
would  be  left  to  navigate  the  ship  home,  the 
cargo  only  being  enemies'  property  would  be 
condemned.    By  the  new  principle,  the  whole  is 
swept  away.    This  is  even  far  worse  than  the 
bbcKade  principle.    Here  the  vessel  ought  to  be 
warned  not  to  enter  a  blockaded  port  \  she  cannot 
fairly  be  seized  unless  the  owner  or  master  has 
been  informed  of  the  blockade ;  and  on  the  return 
Toy  age,  in  my  opinion,  she  must  be  permitted  to 
go  free.    Grant  to  England  what  she  wants,  un- 
der her  new  doctrine,  and  she  may  give  up  block- 
ades altogether.    She  need  not  blockade  Mar- 
tinique or  Quadaloupe  in  future.    She  may  save 
the  expense  of  sending  her  fleets  against  the  ene^ 
mies'  colonies.    She  has  only  to  watch  the  ports 
of  New  York  and  Boston  with  a  few  frigates,  and 
the  thing  is  done.    Here  they  caA  prey  upon  your 
derenceless  vessels  with   the   greatest   facility. 
Tour  merchant  vessels  trading  with  the  enemies' 
colonies  and  to  Europe^  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
ductions, clearly  American  property,  fall  into  the 
hands  oi*  British  cruisers  without  any  trouble. 
This  takes  place  every  day.    What!  Shall  a 
neutral  ship  and  cargo  be  captured  and  condemned 
because  it  was  the  owner's  intention  to  send  the 
produce  to  Europe  to  a  better  market  than  his 
own  country  atforded  him?    The  principle  is^ 
monstrous.    I  revolt  at  it    It  sets  reason  and 
justice  at  defiance.    Great  Britain  condemns  both 
ship  and  cargo,  and  in  addition  seizes  our  sieamen. 
She  has  extended  the  ground  of  capture.    She 
has  condemned  our  property  coming  from  a  bel- 
ligerent nation  to  America,  or  when  destined  to  a 
neutral  country,  not  our  own,  on  the  pretext  of 
intention  to  trade  with  the  colonies.    I  assert  that 
ail  these  condemnations  are  illegal  and  unjust.    I 
say  the  trade  in  which  these  vessels  are  eneaged 
is  highly  valuable,  and  ought  to  be  protected.    It 
is  an  important  branch  of  your  iinport  as  wdl  as 
export  trade.    But  gentlemen  difier  on  this  sub- 
ject.   Comparisons  have  been  made  as  to  the 
di^erent  branches  of  our  commerce.    The  hon- 
orable Speaker  said,  when  he  was  up  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  th^  trade  which  he  considered  of  the 
most  consequeuce  was  the  coasting  trade.    This 
trade  is  valuable  in  a  certain  degree,  but  it  is  sub- 
ordmate  to  your  other  commerce.    Is  the  coast- 
ing trade  in  tar  and  turpentine  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Norfolk  and  New  York  of  so  much  con- 
sequence?  But  even  this  trade  is  put  to  hazard. 
Allow  the  British  doctrine  to  be  correct,  and  their 
seizures  will  soon  extend  to  this  trade.    They 
want  to  confine  you  to  a  mere  coasting  trade  from 
State  to  State.    I  am  not  contending  for  the  free- 
dom of  commerce  for  one  State  more  than  an- 
other.   The  Northern  and  Southern,  the  Eastern 
and  Western  States  are  all  interested  in  this  great 
question.    I  caanot  permit  the  insults  offered  to 
our  seamen  to  be  passed  over  without  some  re- 
marks.   Great  Britain,  whenever  she  finds  an 


American  seaman  without  a  proteetfon  seixo 
him^ — whenever  she  wants  men  to  man  her  ves- 
sels impresses  thera.    Something  has  falleo  from 
the  honorabre  Speaks,  in  which  I  understood 
him  as  saying  he  had  been  informed,  from  re» 
spectable  authority,  that  protectiom  are  ao  article 
bought  and  sold  in  the  nurkets ;  but  I  know  dial 
thht  is  not  the  fact ;  they  are  ma  article  which 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold  in  the  markec  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  there  may  not  haye  been  some 
abuses  in  the  protections,  but  the  instaiices  aie 
rare.    Under  a  law  of  the  United  States  the  ap- 
plicant is  obliged  to  apply  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  unless  he  proves  to  the  «atiafaetioB  of 
the  magistrate  that  he  is  a  citizen,  the  magis- 
trate does  not  give  him  a  certificate.     On  piorjiig 
this,  he  gives  him  a  certificate,  with  a  deserrptioo 
of  his  height,  complexion,  age,  and  place  of  birffa. 
With  this  he  applies  to  the  cnstom-hoose, and  re- 
ceives from  the  collector  his  protection,  as  it  is 
erroneouslj^  called,  for  it  is  no  protection  to  bin — 
it  a&rds  him  none.    Now,  it  is  impossible,  if  c&e 
man  felt  so  disposed,  to  Kell  this  protection,  as  it 
will  not  correspond  with  the  description  of  an- 
other person,    it  will,  however,  I   believe,  be 
agreed,  that  these  protections  are  totally  disre- 
garded by  Ghreat  Britain.    Has  she  then  a  right 
to  treat  our  citizens  in  this  manner?    Is  it  right 
for  a  belligerent  nation  to  have  three  tfaoasand  of 
our  citizens  on  board  of  her  ships  of  war.  fighting 
her  battles  against  our  friends  ?   i  hare  no  donlK 
that  at  the  battles  of  Abonkirand  Trafalgar  many 
of  yoor  seamen  were  engaged  in  her  service ;  I 
have  no  doubt  that  in  the  list  of  killed  at  Tiafi^- 
gar  are  to  be  found  the  names  of  hnndreds  of 
your  seamen  who  fought  and  bled,  not  in  defence 
of  yoor  liberties,  but  against  a  friendly  PoaFcr.' — 
seamen  impressed  into  the  service  of  a  forem 
nation,  witnout  receiving  any  compensation  for 
their  services — for  they  are  not  allowed  wrages 
unless  they  voluntarily  enter  into  the  service^  mad 
there  is  not  one  case  in  a  hundred  in  which  ther 
do  it  voluntarily.    No,  sir,  they  have  too  ranea 
respect  for  their  own  rights  and  the  honor  of  their 
country;  they  never  enter  into  the  British  ser- 
vice but  under  the  lash  of  a  boatswain.    Bat  the 
honorable  Speaker  thiniu  this  measure  mmj  be 
accommodated  by  resorting  to  another  prioci|pie, 
by  our  merchants  not  agreeing  to  employ  British 
seamen.    I  think  the  honorable  Speaker  said  chert 
was  no  other  way  to  save  our  seamen  than  ibr 
our  merchants  not  to  employ  British  seamen* 
But  this  is  impossible ;  it  cannot  be  done ;  they 
could  not,  they  ought  not  to  accede  to  such  a 
principle.    Would  you  wish  to  see  British  set- 
men  delivered  up  in  exchange  for  von r  own  citi- 
zens ?  They  are  not  numerous.    Our  seamen  ia 
the  Eastern  Slates  are  mostly  natives  of  the  cosa- 
try.    The  foreign  seamen  m  our  serrice  eaier 
freely.    They  come  voluntarily  among  as.    W^ 
pay  them  wages.    Would  you  seize  them  on  the 
wharves  or  in  the  streets  and  deliver  them  npf 
Do  you  recollect  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins^ 
which  excited  a  fermentation  in  this  conntry  al- 
most beyond  example?    Is  the  same  scene  to  be 
acted  over  again?    Upon  this  principle  yon  any 
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as  w«II  deliver  apjhe  ca^ivators  of  your  8oi],w)io 
are  British  subjects.  Yon  haTe  many  British 
subjects  in' the  couotrv  who  do  not  go  to  sea. 
Are  these  persons  to  be  deliyered  up  to  Great 
Britain  in  exchange  for  your  seamen?  I  trust 
DOt.  If  you  could  procure  the  release  of  your 
citizens  on  this  ground  k  shall  never  hare  my 
rapport. 

What  is  the  proposition  under  consideration  ? 
K  non-importation  of  British  goods  al  a  distant 
lay.  For  myself  and  my  friends,  who  are  in  fa- 
rour  of  this  resolution,  I  may  'say  that  it  is  not 
mr  wish  that  it  should  ffo  into  effect  at  all ;  we 
latter  ourselves  that  befnre  the  period  arrives  at 
vhich  it  is  to  take  eiect,  Oreat  Britain  will  do  us 
ustice.  But  genitemen  cry  out,  this  is  a  war  mea- 
ure.  This  is  their  constant  argument.  But,  sir, 
t  is  not  a  war  ineasure,  it  is  a  mere  commereial 
egulation,  which  we  have  a  right  to  pass,  amd  of 
vhich  Chreat  Brhain  cannot  justly  complain, 
jlreat  Britain  herself  adopts  cotemereial  regula- 
ions,  which  go  to  interuict  the  productioD«  of 
ther  countries.  This  she  is  in  the  claily  habit  of 
loing — her  whole  commercial  system  Is  a  system 
»f  monopoly  and  exclusion.  Her  East  India  trade 
I  a  monopoly ;  and  our  trade  to  her  West  India 
ilands  is  carried  on  as  a  favor.  In  peace  she 
ntirely  shuts  up,  and  in  war  opens  partiallv  her 
torts  in  that  quarter.  We  do  not  qunrrel  witn  her 
Q  this  account — we  d6  not  cry  out  it  is  a  war  Daca- 
ure.  Look  9t  her' navigation  act.  She  put^the 
ommerce  of  all  other  nations  in  chains.  Sbe 
rants  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  whole  civ- 
lized  world. 

If  we  concede  this  principle  to  Gh'eat  Britain 
re  must  make  a  like  conceasicm  to  France,  who 
rill  undonbtedlv  eapture  our  vessels  trading  to 
he  British  islands.  France  would  have  the  satne 
ight  to  do  it  that  Britain  has.  If  we  abandon  it, 
re  violate  our  neutrality,  by  giving  to  one  pf  the 
elligerent  nations  a  right  not  possessed  by  her  at 
he  oes inning  of  the  war. 

I  believe  these  unjust  aggressions  of  Britain 
lave  arisen  from  a  spirit  of  commercial  rivalry, 
rhich  is  alarmed  at  our  great  and  increasing  rev- 
nue.  In  1790^  oor  revenue  amounted  to  about 
wo  millions — in  1796,  it  amounted  to  six  miU 
ions — in  1804,  it  amounted  to  upwards  of  twelve 
ailtions;  and  for  the  last  year  it  may  be  esti- 
aated  at  thirteen  millions.  Our  trade  has  in- 
reased  beyond  all  calculation^  and  this  has  exci- 
ed  the  jealousy  of  Britain.  We  have  seventy 
housana  seamen,  and  a  million  tons  of  shipping. 
\,l  the  peace  of  1783,  we  did  not  possess  orer  two 
lundred  thousand  tons.  Our  exports  and  imports 
lave  increased  in  an  equal  proportion.  In  the  last 
eturns  they  are  stated  at  seventy-five  millions, 
ind  tiiere  can  be  no  doubt  of  a  great  augmenta- 
ion  for  the  present  year.  Great  Britain  makes 
hese  aggressions  on  our  rights,  calculating  on  our 
iivisions.  Let  us  be  united  in  resisting  them,  and 
we  shall  hear  no  more  of  her  injustice.  In  sup- 
X)rt  of  this  measure  I  will  endeavor  to  prove  that 
ibis  trade  is  carried  on  with  American  capital,  in 
)pposition  to  the  allegation  that  it  covers  enemies' 
[property.    If  it  can  tc  proved  to  be  American  pro- 


perty, I  suppose  gentlemen  will  be  willinff  to  pro* 
tect  it.  I  rely  on  the  documents  of  the  ^cretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  commercial  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McCreert)  has  proved  the 
trade  to  the  West  Indies  is  carried  on  with  Amer- 
ican capital.  He  has  shown,  from  the  Treasury 
statements,  that  21,371,311  dollars  worth  of  pro- 
duce of  the  West  Indies  has  come  to  this  country 
the  last  year,  and  that  an  equivalent  amount  was 
sent  from  this  country,  and  sold  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  calculation  is  sufficiently  correct.  I  hare  ex- 
amined it.  The  estimate  is  made  upon  the  sales 
of  the  outward  cargoes,  and  upon  the  fair  cost  of 
the  produce  in  that  country.  The  documents  on 
your  table  prove  this,  and  the  same  thing  may  be 
established  with  regard  to  the  trade  to  Europe. 
I  find  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, there  is  exported  to  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Holland,  to  the  amount  of  ft24,d59,114  in  foreign 
goods,  and  of  our  own  productions  we  export  to 
those  countries  $18,183,000.  These  two  sums^ 
added  together,  amount  to  $36,442,114.  Ail  these 
coontries  are  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  The 
amount  of  Importations  from  thesecountries  is  only 
$25,475^000,  the  balance  being  about  $11,006,000 
in  our  favor;  It  follows  that  we  import  from 
these  countries  eleven  millions  less  than  we  export 
to  them.  There  is  also  the  amount  gained  on  the 
sales  in  Burope.  This  may  be  fairly  estimated  al 
four  or  i^re  mtlfions  of  dollars.  What  becomes 
of  the  difference?  It  goes  to  Bneland  in  payment 
of  her  balance  against  the  United  States,  amount- 
ing on  an  average  to  fourteen  millions ;  this  bal- 
ance'exceeded  fourteen  millions  the  last  year* 
This  batance  is  tnade  up  by  remittances  from  the 
other  belligerent  countries.  You  could  pay  Britain 
this  balance  in  no  other  wav.  Could  you  get  the 
specie  i  n  sufficient  quantity  rrom  other  countries,  or 
fVom  your  own  to  pa.^  this  immense  balance  ?  Ton 
could  not  do  it.  It  is  impossible.  It  is  remitted 
by  bills  of  exchange  from  Italy,  from  Spain,  from 
France, and  particularly  Holland.  And  yet,  strangle 
to  tell,  this  is  the  very  fund  upon  which  Qreat  Bri- 
tain is  continually  making  depredations,  and  which 
some  gentlemen,  so  fond  of  the  trade  we  carry  on 
with  Britain,  are  anxious  to  destroy  by  withdraw- 
ingall  protection  from  it. 

The  nonorable  Speaker  does  not  seem  to  know 
how  this  balance  stands.  He  cannot  depend  on 
the  information  he  receives  from  your  custom 
houses.  But  though  he  may  not  rely  on  the  accu- 
racy of  your  export  to  particular  countries,  as  a 
vessel  does  not  always  go  to  the  port  for  which 
she  clears,  he  may  implicitly  rely  on  the  state  of 
the  imports;  there  can  be  no  deception  in  the  im- 
ports, and  the  value  of  the  exports  cannot  be  ma- 
terially erroneous ;  and  he  may  rest  satisfied  that 
if  Great  Britain  seizes  property  destined  to  bellig- 
erent nations,  your  merchants  will  be  unable  to 
pay  her  the  balance  they  owe  her.  But  it  is  said 
1  ao  not  understand  calculation  ;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  RANOOLpn)  has  made  an 
allusion  to  a  debate  on  a  former  occasion,  but  which 
has  no  possible  bearing  on  the  present  question. 
On  that  occasion  I  said,  that  if  I  were  to  buy  three 
per  cents.  I  should  be  obliged  to  give  for  them 


759 


HISTOBY  OF  CONGRESa 


m 


H.ofR. 


NimrMmportaHon  of  Goodnfiom  Great  firiiauL 


MABca,180S. 


more  than  oae  half  th^ir  oominal  amoi^t;  bat 
that  if  I  meant  to  keep  them  1  woald  not  choose 
to  give  more — and  I  say  so  still.  The  only  qaes- 
tioD,  however,  air,  before  us  is,  whether  we  will 
interdict  the  importation  of  British  goods  ?  We  are 
not  fizinfi^  the  value  of  three  or  six  per  cent,  stocks. 
We  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking  soo^e 
measures  to  compel  Great  Britam  to  do  us  justice. 
Her  friends,  however,  do  not  wish  the  non-impor- 
tation measure, ever  to  go  into  operation;  tney 
hope  that  Britain  will  do  us  justice,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  injuries  it  will  inflict  upon  her.  But 
if  she  will  not  release  our  sailors,  and  restore  or 
make  payment  for  our  ships,  I  do  wish  it  to  go  into 
operation,  and  to  continue  until  she  has  restored 
them.  The  luxury  of  a  woollen  blanket  is  not 
snch  as  I  wish  to  enjoy  at  the  expense  of  the  rishts 
and  honor  of  my  country.  The  gentleman  Kom 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nicbolbon)  mav  enjoy  it  if  he 
pleases,  and  be  has  told  yoa  he  does  not  wish  to 
relinquish  a  luxury  of  that  nature.  But  I  would 
rather  submit  to  be  clothed  in  a  bear  skin — rather' 
than  submit  to  this  degradation  I  would  agree  not 
to  wear  a  single  article  of  British  manufacture 
during  my  life.  Sir,  I  would  rather  go  naked.  I 
ask  pardon  of  the  Committee,  but  I  speak  the  hon- 
est sentiments  of  my  heart. 

I  will  not  however  detain  the  Committee  with 
many  additional  remarks :  I  will  only  call  on  gen- 
tlemen not  to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  com- 
merce, by  giying  way  to  the  principle  which  Bri- 
tain has  assumed.  In  sacrificing  them,  will  they 
not  at  the  same  time  sacrifice  the  interests  of  agri- 
culture 7  I  cannot  see  a  distinction  between  them. 
Without  we  protect  commerce,  what  can  we  do 
with  our  surplus  productions?  But  because  we 
call  upon  you  to  protect  commerce,  are  we  to  be 
stigmatized  as  the  friends  of  a  fraudulent  trade  ? 
No ;  we  are  willing  to  let  those  who  cover  enemy's 
property  with  a  neutral  flag  take  care  of  them- 
selves, I  am  further  charged  with  a  wish  to  meet 
Great  Britain  in  war.  But,  sir,  I  have  no  such 
wish :  my  only  wish  is  to  obtain  an  honorable  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  she  has  committed.  We 
are  charged  with  going  back  to  the  times  of  the 
Revolution,  and  comparing  the  temper  of  our  coun- 
try at  that  lime  witn  its  present  temper.  Sir,  I 
was  a  child  when  the  Revolutionary  war  com- 
menced— I  have  scarcely  a  recollection  of  the 
times  of  the  Revolution ;  but  would  such  language 
as  we  have  heard  on  this  occasion  been  then  tolera- 
ted ?  That  a  gentleman  should  get  up  and  tell  us 
we  ou^ht  to  succumb  to  Britain,  because  she  had 
800  ships  on  the  ocean,  is  astonishing  to  me.  lean- 
not  comprehend  its  tendency.  Such  sentiments 
were  not  uttered  during  the  Revolution.  Then, 
with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  millions,  we 
boldly  met  that  nation,  and  triumphed  over  her 
arms ;  and  if  necessary,  we  can  meet  her  again, 
or  any  other  nation  that  shall  treat  us  with  the 
same  injustice.  Under  like  ci  rcumstances  I  would 
meet  France,  Spain,  or  England — I  would  meet 
them  all  collectively,  if  necessary,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  would  be  a  match  for  them  all,  though 
for  saving  so  I  may  be  denominated  a  madman. 
I  would  hold  this  language  if  I  belonged  to  one  of 


the  tmalleat  nations  pf  the  earth — I  would  hold  it 
were  I  a  citizen  of  the  petty  Republic  of  St.  3Aar- 
ino, — were  my  rights  invaded  I  would  fight  till  I 
could  fight  no  lon^.    Do  you  want  to  daap  the 
ardor  of  the  Amfiricaa  people,  beeaoae  Gnat  fin- 
tain  and  France  are  powerful  natiooa^  and  the 
former  has  determined  to  annihilate  oar  com- 
merce?  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  no  public  weaker, 
and  I.  have  not  arranged  my  ideas,  or  clothed  them 
ia  the  language  I  could  hare  wished ;  bat  I  do 
say  we  have  reached  a  crisis  which  imperioosly 
demands  the  adoption  of  meftsmres  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  commercial  rights,  which  so  bt 
from  impairing,  will  promote  the  interest  of  agri- 
culture.   For,  sir.  they  are  inseparable ;  they  are 
twip-sisters — children  of  one  birth,  of  the  same 
parents^  begotten  by  one  common  father— chey 
must  live  or  die  together — ^you  caiuiot  separate 
them — by  sacrificing  the  one  yoa  sacrifice  the 
other.    More  than  this,  sir,  the  people  of  this  coua- 
try  will  not  submit  to  theise  aggressions  on  their 
rights.    The  people  are  both  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial, and  they  know  that  the  fail  of  commerce 
wiU  be  soon  followed  bv  the  destruction  of  agri- 
culture.   And  should  this  Congress  or  any  other 
abandon  their  commercial  rights,  they  will  send 
other  men  to  represent  them.    They  ought  to  do 
it,  and  you  may  be  assured  they  will  do  it.    Mr. 
Chairman,  what  is  to  become  of  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions, of  agriculture?    Shall  they  be  suffered 
to  rot  or  iierish  in  your  warehouses  or  on  yoat 
plantations  ?    If  they  cannot  be  sold  abroad,  and 
the  returns  be  permitted  to  be  nmde  to  this  coua- 
try,  and  afterwards  re-exported,  this  will  be  the 
case  with  a  large  part.    What  will  become  of  a 
number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture  1   Will 
you  dispose  of  the  slaves  in  the  Southern  States  J 
Glentlemen  will  not  consent  to  it     Then,  1  say, 
afibrd  a  reasonable  protection  to  commeice. 

Sir,  I  must  have  nitigued  the  Committee-^I  fmt 
I  have  been  troublesome  at  this  late  hoar  of  tite 
dav — I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned.  Weak  aod  feeble 
as  nas  been  mj  defence,  and  the  support  I  hare 
attempted  to  give  this  resolution,  I  hare  done  what 
I  considered  a  doty,  and  I  trust  my  motives  will 
not  be  called  in  question.  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
Committee  any  Airther  on  this  subject. 

[It  being  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  Mr. 
Smiub  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and 
said  that  he  would  to-morrow  agree  to  take  up  ia 
committee  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the 
House  adjourned.] 


Thubbo  AT,  March  13. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Sutes  ^ 
Whereupon, 

Orderidf  That  the  said  amendments,  tofsethet 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Yabmum,  Mr.  Sail- 
LT,  Mr.  Kenan,  Mr.  Covington,  Mr.  Kcllt, 
Mr.  GoonwYN,  and  Mr.  Tallmaoob. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee^  on 
their  part,  to  join  with  »uch,  committee  as  the 
Hoase  of  Represeniatives  majr  appoint,  to  cqd- 
sider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
done  by  Congress,  in  the  present  session. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
lo  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resohfed,  That  Major  Generd  Arthur  8t.  Clair  be 
leard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  iir  support  of  his  claim. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
able. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
)e  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  the  names  of 
he  persons  in  whose  favor  bills  have  been  drawn 
)n  the  Treasury  d(  the  United  States,  by  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  near  the  Govem- 
nent  of  France,  under  the  stipulations  of  the  Con- 
rention  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
:oncluded  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
housand  ei^eht  hundred  and  three,  specifying  as 
ar  as  possible,  the  amount  and  nature  of  each 
)articurar  claim  for  which  hilts  were  so  drawn. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved  That  the  Postmaster  General  bedirect- 
fd  to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  nai^es  of 
he  persons  who  have  made  contracts  for  carrying 
he  mail  of  the  United  States,  since  the  last  day 
»f  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
bur,  specifying  the  terms  and  duration  of  each 
!ontract,  respectively. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  OREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
ee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — Mr. 
jrREoa's  resolution  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Leib. — From  the  course  which  has  been 
)ursued  for  several  days.  I  am  induced  to  move 
hat  the  Committee  oi  tne  Whole  on  the  state  of 
he  Union  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
iration  of  this  resolution,  and  that  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  New  Jersey.  Without  entering  into 
he  merits  of  the  resolution,  I  will  confine  myself 
o  stating  the  reasons  on  which  I  make  this  mo- 
ion.  I  did  expect,  when  this  subject  first  came 
mder  discussion,  to  have  heard  something  re- 
ipecting  its  merits ;  that  a  comparison  would  have 
)een  drawn  between  the  advantages  and  disad- 
rantages  likely  to  ensue  to  the  United  States  from 
ts  adoption,  instead  of  which  I  found  m)r  col- 
eague  sailing  round  the  coast  without  examining 
its  tendency  or  bearins.  He  told  us  it  was  pacific, 
md,  in  the  same  breath^aid  it  struck  a  dagger 
nto  the  vitals  of  Great  jBritain.  If,  Mr.  Speaker, 
[  were  to  strike  a  dagger  at  you,  would  you  not 
consider  it  a  hostile  act?  And  yet  this  measure 
IS  said  to  be  pacific,  and  it  is  represented 'as  having 
ao  tendency  to  war.  When  this  measure  was 
Srst  proposed,  I  was  in  favor  of  it ;  I  was  impelled 
by  my  feelings  against  Great  Britain,  whose  inju- 
ries I  sensibly  felt.  But  I  have  since  listened  to 
the  arguments  adduced  in  Its. favor  by.  my  col- 
leagues. What  are  they  ?  Did  they  speak  of  its 
profits  and  loss ;  did  they  show  that  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  this  country  7    Instead  of  this 


they  talked  of  national  honor.    But,  on  this  sab- 
ject,  I  agree  with  the  poet : 

**  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  ties.'* 

I  am.  not  disposed  to  be  a  duellist  for  national 
honor.  I  am  disposed  to  view  this  as  a  question 
of  profit  and  loss;  and  if  the  loss  will  be  greater 
than  the'gain,  to  reject  it;  and  it  is  because  I 
think  that  the  United  States  will  incur  moxelosa 
than  profit  bv  it,  that  I  wish  to  get  rid  of  it.  I 
believe  it  will  have,  a  warlike  aspect,  and  there- 
fore I  am  against  it.  I  have  no  idea  of  fightin|^ 
all  the  world.  I  hope,  from  the  course  which  this 
discussion  has  taken,  and  from  the  conviction 
which  it  has  produced  of  the  inability  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  carry  this  measure  into  effect,  that 
we  will  enter  on  the  discussion  of  some  other 
measure  more  likely  to  be  effectuaL  I  am  willing 
to  set  rid  of  this  resolution  in  the  easiest  way,  and 
I  therefore  move  you  to  discharge  the  Committee 
from  its  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Alston. — The  g^entleman  .bottoms  his  mo- 
tion on  the  idea  that  this  is  the  most  ready  way 
to  get  rid  of  the  resolution ;  but,  on  this  motion, 
the  subject  remains  as  much  before  you  as  if  the 
discussion  were  on  the  resolution.  If,  howeveri 
we  are  permitted  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  we  may  there  refuse  to  take  it  up  without 
any  discussion,  and  we  may  then  take  up  any 
other  resolution. 

Mr.  LaiB. — There  is  no  doubt  the  gentlemau 
thinks  his  path  the  straightest,  and  bis  concep- 
tions the  most  luminous.  I  do  not  like,  however, 
this  resolution  remaining  on  the  table;  as  it  will 
still  remain  in  the  power  of  the  Committee  to 
call  it  up. 

Mr.  Smilie.—: Whether  the  course  recommend- 
ed by  my  colleague  be  the  best,  the  House  will 
judge ;  but  he  has  assigned  a  curious  reason  for 
It.  I  think  he  said,  at  first  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  LEia  explained,  by  observing  that  he  had 
said  his  impression  at  first  was  in  favor  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie. — That  was  just  what  I  stated. 
The  gentlemen  expected,  it  seems,  also,  to  have 
heard  wonders  which  he  has  not  heard.  It  is 
possible  ihat  that  (gentleman's  mind  may  take  a 
nigher  tone  than  mine ;  and  he  may  have  expect- 
ed a  superior  discjussion  to  that  which  thissuoject 
has  received  ;  but  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  that  I 
have  received  light  from  this  discussion.  I  think, 
indoed,  the  question  has  been  pretty  well  examin- 
ed. I  have,  in  this  business,  wished  for  peace— I 
have  hibored  for  it — and  though  I  approve  this 
resolution  above  any  other,  I  am  willing  to  part 
from  it  to  meet  those  of  my  brethren,  whose  sin- 
cere wish  it  is  to  do  something.  I  know  it  is  best 
to  do  something  that  shall  appear  to  be  the 
sense  of  the  nation.  I  am  willing,  therefore,  to 
meet  on  middle  ground.  I  have  another  objec? 
tion  to  the  course  recommended^  b^  my  colleague. 
Some  gentlemen  cannot  be  satisfied  without  en- 
joying a  triumph.  I  should  be  willing  to  indulge 
them  m  these  teelinffs  if  I  thought  they  deserved 
one,  but  I  do  not  tnink  they  do.    If  they  wish 
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petee  preservcfd^,  and  sre  de^lroas  of  serving  their 
couQtry,  they  will  depreeite  the  etfeets  of  a  mea- 
sure which  may  distress  and  divide  us. . 

Mr.  Early. — Irejuice  that  this  motion  is  made, 
as  I  had,  in  truth,  intended  to  make  it  myself.  It 
will  be  recollected  that,  when  in  Committee-of  the 
Whole,  I  made  a  motion  to  pave  i\it  way  for  sub- 
mitting to  the  House  this  motion,  in  part,  which 
I  ii] tended  to  make,  as  it  embraces  both  tne  reso- 
lutions of  the  gentlemen  IVom  Pennsvlvania  and 
New  Jersey,  i  consider  the  two  resolutioois  as  of 
the  same  family.  It  must  be  apparent  tO'  every 
member  of  the'  House  that  the  subject  is  exhaust- 
ed, sb  much  so  that  yesterday  we  were  entertain^ 
ed  for  several  hours  with  answer^  made  to  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  who  intended  to  vole  on 
th\e  same  side.  Ckntlemen  declare  themselvesin 
fiivor  of  air  accommodation,  who,  though  they 
OMnot  vote  for  this  measure,  are  willing  to  adopt 
Aome other.  It  was  in  this  spirit  that  I  made  a 
motion  yesterday,  and  it  is  in  the  same  spirit  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  course  now  proposed.  Let 
OS,  then,  take  this  business  out  of  the  power  of 
the  Committee,  and  place  it  under  the  control  of 
the  Hous6,  who  may  make  such  disposition  of  it 
as  they  may  think  proper.  I  do  not  feel  particu- 
larly anxious  as  to  the  course  which  shall  then  be 
^rsued.  If  any  gentleman  will  then  move  to 
postpone  the  resolutiott  to  a  day  certain,  I  will 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  considered  the  course  recommend- 
ed by  the  gisntleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Alston;)  most  correct.  When  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  we  may  agree  not  to  consider  the  rea- 
olution,  and  to  consider  some  other,  The  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  may,  in  the  meantime, 
remain  before  the  Committee,  subject  to  being 
aicted  upon  at  any  future  period,  should  we  agree 
to  no  other. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CAttPBELL. — I  feel  a  little  surprised 
at  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
€h?orgia,  as  1  did  understand  him  yesterday,  as 
Having  expressed  himself  willing  to  adopt  the 
course  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  I  do  believe  that  course  most  proper, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  a  different  course. 
I  avb  against  discharging  the  Committee  of  rhd 
Whole  from  the  consideration  of  this  resolution. 
I  can  see  no  use  in  this,  unless  to  give  gentlemen 
the  appearance  of  a  triumph.  Though  I  believe 
there  is  a  decided  majority  at  preteat  against  the 
adoption  of  either  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  or  that  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  week  hence  there  may  not  be'a  majority 
in  fkvor  of  one  of  them,  in  consequenee  of  receiv- 
ing further  information.  Under  this  impression,  I 
hope  the  resolutions  will  be  permitted  to  lie  on 
Che  table. 

Mr.  J.  RAifooLPR.-^I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  I  understand  the  question,  unless  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his  friends  are 
willioff  that  their  favorite  measure  should  be 
atrangied  in  the  dark^  from  an  unwillingness  that 
it  should  suffer  a  political  death.  The  two  gen- 
tlemea  from  Pennsylvania  haveprodueed  between 


Chem  a  bantling,  and  have  offered  it  to  the  Roase. 
We  do  not  Itke  it,  and  they  are  for  forcing- it  opoe 
ua.  We  revolt  at  this,  and  what  do  they  say? 
They  allow  they  cannot  carry  it;  but  aay  that, to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  ka 
further  consideration,  will  be  to  cover  eertaia  per- 
sons with  poiiiieal  disgrace.  They  are,  thenwre, 
for  going  into  a  Coi»aij|ttee  of  the  Whale,  and 
when  tl^y  get  io  Committee,  refttsisg  tbemteava 
to  act  upon  it.  Is  this  parliamentarv  ?  Is  it  leg* 
ular  for  a  Committee  to  refuse  to  oeeide  oa  iha 
business  submitted  to  them  by  the  Honae  %  Let 
us  either  adopt  er  reject  the  resolottoa^  or  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  ia 
further  consideration.  For  what  purpose  was  it 
referred  to  a  Committee?  «For  the  poipoae  of 
not  being  acted  on?.  For  the  purpose  of  oar 
going  into  Committee  and  then  refusiag  to  act 
upon  it?  Will  gentlemen  refuse  to  di^ckaiee the 
Committee  from  the  very  resolution  tbey  do  not 
mefin  Co  act  on  ?  I  do  not  understand  this.  It  is 
beyond  my  depth.  Gentlemen  should  have  pan* 
dered  well  before  they  brought  forward  ihisoMis- 
ure.  They  should  have  felt  for  the  support  on 
which  to  rest  it ;  and  if  thev  are  ashamed  of  now 
trying  this  support,  they  snoold  withdraw  thcit 
resolution.  They  ask  too  mnch  when  they  com- 
plain of  the  course  we  propose  to  pursue.  ShoaU 
the  resolution  continue  in  its  present  ^ate,  it  is 
liable  to  be  called  up  at  any  hour,  when  there 
may  be  a  thin  House,  and  after  eentiemea  say 
they  do  not  mean  to  act  upon  it.  If  the  House  do 
go  into  Committee,  1  hope  the  reaolutioa  wiR  be 
acted  on.  and  discussed — for  though  gentleaea 
have  saia  the  subject  is  exhausted,  I  do  aot  believe 
it  is  exhausted,  though  they  may  be. 

Mr.  Conrad  said,  his  wish  was  to  cultivate  2uir- 
mony  He  wished  tnis  was  the  sentiment  <^  every 
member— he  hoped  it  was.  If  those  who  were 
for  taking  stronger  ground,  were  willing  Co  accom- 
modate, he  hoped  they  would  be  met  in  a  sprrtroi 
amity*-he  hoped  there  would  be  a  stroajt  vote'ia 
favor  of  the  measures  adopted  to  convince  thia 
people  and  the  world  we  are  not  so  timid  w  somn 
gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine.  He  was  in  faTor 
of  th^  course  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Stantoit. — ^Mr.  Chairman,  the  Tesolntionoii 
your  table  is  considered^  by  the  enemies  o^  it,  a 
war  measure.  Is  it  possible  that  men  of  inform- 
ation or  cpmmoil  sense  should  view  it  as  a- hostile 
measure?  I  disavow  that  opinion.  The  idea  ii 
chimerical.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  commercial  measure ; 
the  regulation  of  which  ir  vested  in  Congress  by 
the  Constitution.  But,  We  are  told,  it  wiu  lead  m 
war.  Such  a  conHtrueiion  might  be  pur  on  our 
revenue  laws,  and  many  other  of  out  other  pohlk 
acts.  Such  itrferences  are  whimsical.  Sir,  tke 
honorable  member  from  Vir^nia  tells  the  Hdu?e, 
we  have  a  negotiation  pending  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  we  ought  to  wait  the  result  I  a»k  how 
long — ^seven  years — until  our  commerce  is  anni- 
hilated, and  tnree  thoutand  more  of  our  citizena 
impressed  into  the  service  of  Qreat  Britain  ?  The 

I'  Executive  has  repeatedly  remonstrated,  but  to  no 
purpose.    The  gentleman  hai  coitimenced  a  vol- 


766 


IED3T0KT  09  CONOBJBSS. 


7«6 


If  ARCS,  18061 


AfbM  MtupwtiUi&ii  ^  QmdB ffowk  QrwA.  Arilote. 


a*  OF  K(# 


!SB 


BttCeer  afpoiOffist  f»  Hiat  imf^rroeipled  Qerern- 
meot,  and  teus  the  House  we*  tried  Dpgotiaiioti 
with  Spaio,  and  failed — at  the  sarpe  time  a^ers 
there  is  do  Spain — it  is  France  and  BotiApllrte, 
ind  Talleyrand ;  they  hare  ballied  Spain  out  of 
!ier  existence.  He  proceeds,  and  aeks  the  House 
ills  question-— can  you  expect  Great  Britain  will 
'espect  OUT  neutral  flag,  at  the.  expense  of  her  ex- 
stence — is  she  not  fighi  ing  for  her  life  ?  and  telb 
IS  that  the  combined  fleefs  of  Holland,  France, 
lad  Spun,  are  bo  nore,  and  that  Great  Britain 
las  eight  hiMdred  ihipa-ol^tbe4iDe,  iodudiog 
>ther  snmller  vesstls  of  war;  and  Riisaia  is  thte 
«eood  Powet  of  oeotineatal  ]IHiro|ie^  wiih  half  a 
ntllioo  of  hardy  trot>ps^with  sixty  sail  o4wihe- 
ine  and  thirty  miiliona  of  subMOis ;  a  teiritory 
ftore  exteaaiiFethan  ottr  own ;  that  she  is  a  stone- 
lioase  ibr  the  British  oary,  and  solemDly  warns 
»  before  we  evter  into  a  contest  public  or  pnTat^, 
)e  sure  you  have  fortitude  enough  t0  go  through 
p^ith  it — if  you  mean  war,  say  so,  and  prepare 
or  it.  Behold  the  disrespect  in  which  France 
lolds  neutral  rights  on  land  I  as  though  we  were 
K>und  to  tamely  submit  to  the  unprovoked  in* 
ulis  of  Great  Britain,  because  France  is  playing 
he  same  game  on  the  continent  of  Burope-*-for 
le  smoothly  slides  over  the  nefarious  conduct  of 
jlreat  Britain^  to  the  impressment  of  our  cttixens, 
ind  dwells  with  auparenc  delight  on  the  omnipo- 
ence  of  the  British  navy.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ae- 
iount  for  ^Ss  miracuious  conversion  of  the  gen- 
ieman  to  the  British  interest.  I  am  ready  to  say, 
vith  asconishofient,  oh !  how  is  the  mighty  fkllenj 
low  is  the  fine  gold  become  dim,  tell  it  not  in  (he 
streets  of  Askelon,  lest  the  tyi^nts  of  Europe  and 
he  aristocrats  of  New  EUigland  rejoice  I  Pardon^ 
ir,  the  disression.  He  has  injudiciottsly  attacked 
he  official  invulnerable  character  of  the  BxacB>^- 
ive  and  Head  of  Department.  I  have  ^iiotld  a 
in*  or  two  from  the  best  of  hooka.  Sir,  it  is  to  be 
teplored)  that  a  nun  of  hrillianr  talents,«nd  great 
aerit  should,  bjbia  poignant  irony,  have  tnciensed 
henonaber  oi  hiv  ofponantavbot,  whf  shooM  I 
siMider  %  That  wnr  tbc'oaae  with  tlieP  eelebralrd 
^mneh  onMt,  MlrabeMi^  whosfe  predominam  pa»- 
ion^  and  itosaliabla  thirst'  for  pre-emiuenee  led 
lim  into  Bttftterouti  ei^ora  and  inconsisteneies ; 
idd  to  tfats^'the  fpendeman's  fonttness  fbr  Oabinet 
ank  and  Utopian  glory.  But.  notwithstanding^ 
his  dereliction  from  the  principles  of  the  Ai^eYi- 
lan  Revolution,  I  hope  he  will  not  long  continue 
enveloped  in  the  fog  of  aristocracy,  but  reassume 
lis  former  honorable  and  useful  station.  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  It  not  a  great  misfortune  that  a  gen- 
lemao  of  superior  talents  and  elegance  should 
tpeak  day  after  day  without  making  a  single  eon- 
rert  or  disciple  1  The  aeniieman  now  flatten 
^mself  that  toe  frtends  of  the  resoluiion  will  aban- 
too  it ;  and  he  affirms*  that  they  are  ashamed  of 
it,  and  despair  of  its  adoptioo»  Let  that  be  as  it 
nay,  I  can  assure  the  honorable  member!  am  not 
isbamed  of  it,  and  wish  to  occupy  higher  ground 
lad  stronger  measnres^^-even  a  non-intercourse* 
with  Great  Britain — unless  she  will  discontinue 
ber  piratical  measures  against  us,  by  a- restoration • 
af  property  and  a  Kb^mtion  of  America^  eitheens. 


A  gentleman  from  Pennsyl^ama,  on  ray  ri|;ht, 
who  is  in  unison  with  the  gentleman  from  Viv- 
ginia,  tells  you  the  eitixens  are  destitute  of  forti- 
tude sufficient  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  many  of 
the  articles  contained  in  the  resolution  on  your 
table-^partieolttrly  eoarse  woollen  cloths — the 
people  are  so  attached  to  them  by  habit,  sir,  if 


the  filling,  and  leave  but  little  remaining. 

Sir,  the  people  of  New  England  at  the  com^ 
mencement  of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Greift 
Britain,  and  previous-  to  an  open  rupture^  possess- 
ed fbrtifude  sufficient  to  tofaiUy  abstain  from  the 
use  of  British  manufactures  for  yean,  and  the 
ladies  voluntarily  discontinued  the  nee  of  thek 
fhvorite,  delicious  India  shrub,  in  order  to  obtniia 
liberty  and  independence.  Tne  gentleman's  age 
does  not  jwrmit  him  to  remember  these  noble  aeta 
of  patriotism,  which  are  fresh  in  my  recollection. 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  from  Virsjnia  ib 
fully  prepared  to  go  to  war  with  all  the  Powem 
of  Europe,  except  Great  Britain.  As  for  Spain, 
who  he  wishes  to  fight,  she  is  annihilated^  a«« 
cannot  be  fouiHl ;  she  has  suak  under  tbo  wing  of 
Talleyrand.  I  presume  the  gentleman  will  pos- 
sess prudence  enough  not  to  risk  himself  on  tha 
watery  element,  nor  near  the  seashore,  lest  the 
voracious  shark  should  attack  him,  and  deprive 
him  of  his  proboscis.  The  gentleman  generously 
cootinwes  to  give  you  wboieM>me  advice.  Gtot  rid 
of  your  national  debt  ;s  it  is  a  dead  weight,  thnt 
cramps  yoor  measoves^-1  am  free  to  QOMen,  tbia 
is  the  best  part  of  his  barancue,  and  the  only  pait 
that  has  weight  in  i^-*Hnd  then,  be  says,  you  may 
bid  defianoe  to  all  the  world.  Sir,  this  is  compre- 
hensive Mid  strong  language ;  it  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  young  man  who  expressed  ar  wish  to  hia 
father,  that  all  the  people  in  the  world  were  dead^ 
exeefit  himaalf  and  his  brother  Jonathan  \  for  then, 
he  said,  they  would  buy  and  sell  lami  and  got 
money  Uke  all  the  worlo. 

Where  a  nation  is  iosulted,  as  weere,  tlie  stale 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience  atfd  non*'resistaocb 
ill  becomes  an  independent  nation,  muoh  less*- the 
American  character,  Sucb  pusillanimous  ooBh 
duct  will  not  obtain  redress.  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
f  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  nefarious  co»- 
duct  of  the  British  Government  toward  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  and  consult  mjr  feelings,  my  very  soul 
ie  fired  with  just  indignation  at  the  unprovoked 
inanlts-oflbred  the  Ameraoan  flag,.and  the  nirati* 
eal  and  systanurioal  plundering  Avstem^  adopted 
by  the  Gbvammno/t  of  Great  tirimin  agntnit 
neutral  riglits.  I  am  almost  as  anxions  to  malm 
war  against  QreacBrtmin  as  the  honorable menb- 
ber  ft>om  Vingioiais  to  make  war  against  Spain,  if 
she  was  to  be  Ibond;  But,  sir,  in  cooler  momentt 
of  serious  reflection^  the  little  judgmeoit  !•  possesa 
dictateir  to  me  to  avoid  wnr,  as  one  of  the  worat 
evils  that  can  or  does  afflict  a  people.  Theealami- 
tiesinsepareble  from  war  are  incalculable.  Undet 
thn  view  of  tbe  subject,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  interest  of  mv  country,  and  the  bapptnesk 
of  the  State  I  have  the  bonor  to  represent,  will 
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DOi  permit  me  to  indulge  my  reseDtmeat  i  being 
persuaded  that  nalioDs^  as  well  as  individuals,  aie 
governed  by  interest,  I  am  led  to  hope  that  the 
measures  contemplated  in  the  resolution  on  your 
table  will  have  a  i'avorable  effect  on  our  negotia- 
tions now  pending  with  Great  Britain.  I  shall 
give  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GrRB«Q  said,  he  did  not  feel  in  the  least  hurt 
by  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 

gia.  When  he  had  laid  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
is  wish  was  that  it  might  receive  a  fair  discus- 
sion ;  and  he  had  undertaken  to  assign  his  reasons 
in  favor  of  it  He  should  consider  a  discharge  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  equivalent  to  a 
rejection  of  the  resolution.  He  should  not  con- 
sider the  friends  of  the  measure  involved  in  dis- 
Srace  if  this  motion  should  prevail.  They  had 
one  their  duty,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  disgrace  in  being  in  a  minority.  The  world, 
the  nation,  would  judge  whether  their  decision 
was  right  or  wrone.  He  felt  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  resolution  he  had  proposed  was  the  most 
proper^  and  ought  to  be  adopted.  Kntertaining 
these  ideas  his  conscience  told  him  to  vote  for  it, 
and  he  was  ready  to  discharge  that  sacred  doty. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  observed,  that  when  a  resolution 
on  a  similar  subject  was  before  the  third  Con- 
gress, which  was  considered  as  occupying  too  hish 
ground,  it  was  disposed  of  by  being  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  He  thought  this  was  tha  course 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  Blacklbdoe. — Although  I  am  opposed  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, under.tbe  belief  that  it  will  be  more  injurious 
to  US  than  others,  yet,  when  I  see  the  friends  of 
this  measure  willing  to  unite  with  those  who  are 
for  milder  measures,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  oug[ht 
to  meet  them.  In  this  stase  of  a  discussion,  in- 
volving the  first  interests  of  the  nation,  shall  we 
be  disunited  by  an  altercation  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  wnen  we  a^ec  in  the  substance?  For 
this  reason,  and  believing  it  of  importance  that 
the  measures  which  we  may  take  nuy  be  adopted 
by  a  stmng  vote,  I  am  against  discliarging  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ifrom  this  resolution^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  faken  on  tfiscfaaiig- 
ing  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further 
consideration  of  Mr.  Grsoo'b  resolution,  and 
were-^yeas  24,  nays  lOt,  as  follows : 

TxAS — BuTWell  Bassett,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Ca- 
sej,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Elias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gkmett,  Charles 
Ooldsboroogh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jodah  Masters,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Thomas  Spalding,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Daniel  C.  Veqilanck,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jon.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedtnger,  Sites  Bet- 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop,  WiUlam 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  George  CUnton,  jun.,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Ja- 
cob Crowninshieldy  Richard  Gutts,  Samuel  W.  Daasi 


Esra  Darby,  John  Davenpoit,  junior*  John  Dawen, 

James  ElUot,  Caleb  Ellis,  EbeneMr  Ehner*  WiUiw 
Ely,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler.  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Haor 
ilton,  Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Hoogh, 
John  G.  Jackson,  James  KellVi  Thomas  Kenao,  N»- 
hemiah  Knight,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Magm- 
der,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  NidM^  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Joaathan 
O.  Mosely,  Garden  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Helaon, 
Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Pngh,  Josiah  <)aincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 


John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Jacob  Richards,  John  RoisseU,  Peter  SaiOy,  ThosMs 
Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  Ebesieaer  Seavs, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smitie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jote 
Smith.  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Riehard  Stam- 
fi»rd,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stodman,  Lewis  B.Staf- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadgB,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompsoa,  Vn 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rbubm- 
laer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadawortb,  Matkhev 
Walton,  John.  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  EUphalsl 
Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  WiUiains, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Josepn  Winston, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharging 
the  Committee  from  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution,  bf 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  2C,  nays  98,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Barwell  Bassett,  John  Campbell*  Levi  Casey, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Ehai 
Earle,  Peter  Early,  John  W.  Eppes,  Jamas  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Golsborough,  Peterson.  Goodwyn,  Edwia 
Gray,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josiah  Masters,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Daniel  C 
Verplanck,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nats — WilKs  Alston,  jim.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bet- 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge,  John 
Bleike,  junior,  Thomas  Bionnt,  James  M.  Broom,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Campbell;  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claibone,  Geof^g« 
CItnton,  jun.,  Predeiick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook»  Leon- 
aid  Covington,  Jaoob  Otowmnriiield^  Riehard  Cntte, 
Samnel  W.  Danat  Barn  Dail^,  John  Davanpett,  jun., 
John  Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  Ebeneaer  El- 
mer, William  Ely,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk.  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  X«.  Green,  SUas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hoogk,  Joha 
G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiak 
Knight,  Duncan  MacFariand,  Patrick  Magruder,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mom- 
ford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideoa 
Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Jonah  Quincy,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Jaeob  Riehards,  John  Ruasdl,  Peter 
Saifiy,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Sdinneman,  £V- 
eneser  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  C. 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  Soulhavd,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Starges,  Samnel  Taggsrt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  8«n»> 
uel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  TboBpeoa, 
Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  CorUaadt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rem- 
selaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew 
Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet 
Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Wimajne.  AI- 
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milder  Wihont  Biebaid*  Wimi,  Joseph  WintlMi,  snd 
rhonnB  W  jniM. 

The  House  then  resolrod  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaion. 

The  Chairman  put  the  question  on  considering 
ilr.  Qrego's  resolution,  on  which  the  Committee 
livided-— yeas  47,  nsys  70. 

Mr.  J  Clay  morei  to  consider  the  resolution 
offered  by  himself,  and  that  of  his  friend  from 
ifarylancl,  (Mr.  Nioholbon.) 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  consider  the  iatter  reso- 
otion. 

Mr.  J.  Rajwolpb  said  he  would  maka  a  super- 
eding  motion^  which  was,  thai  the  Committee 
hoold  rise,  aad  he  wonld  assign  his  reasons  for 
his  motion.  I  am  well  aware,  said  Mr.  R.,  and 
!  consider  it  the  .happtesc  and  fairest  feature  of 
ar  policy,  that  in  a  deliberate  body  a  majority 
nust  goTem.  This  is  a  position  which  has  often 
leen  enforoed  on  me,  and  which  I  have  sometimes 
mforced  on  others ;  but  I  hope  no  majoritjr  will 
«  indisposed  to  act  honestly.  Though  a  msoority 
inght  to  govern,  it  should  not  be  on  motives  of 
aprice,  freak,  or  passion, but  wisely  ;  and  it  ought 
lot,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  feel  power,  and  forget 
ight.  The  reason  why  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
Committee  rising^  is  the  same  which  I  advanced 
he  other  day  agatsat  the  resolution  of  the  gentle* 
nan  from  Pennsylvania— a  reason  which,  it  ia 
Atonishioff  to  my  mind,  does  not  operate  on  every 
nember  of  the  Committee— the  state  of  things 
lere  and  abroad.  Is  there  a  member  prepared  to 
rote  for  the  resolution  of  my  excellent  friend 
rom  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J  Clay,)  or  of  my  wor- 
hv  friend  from  Maryland  ?  (Mr.NioBOLBON.)  I 
lelieve  not.  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared*  The 
itber  day^  when  I  said  1  was  disponed  to  treat  with 
street  Britain  for  the  very  reason  that  I  was  indis- 
losed  to  treat  with  her  in  1793^  I  perceived  a  sneer 
)n  the  faces  oi  gentlemen,  and  that  they  scorned 
he  idea«  But  what  ta  the  fact  1  The  gentleman 
lom  hlassachnsetts  %noifd  the  Message  of  the 
President,  showinff  that  this  business  ia  still  fwn- 
iente  Ute.  What  information  does  the  President, 
n  that  Metoace  give  us  ?  That  he  had  tried  ne- 
gotiation and  failed  ?  That,  as  in  another  quarter, 
mr  Mtniater  had.  been  shoved  neck  and  sluHildera 
mt  of  the  Cabinet?  No!  That  negotiation  is 
itill  pending  between  our  Minister  and  the  Min- 
ster of  Britain.  Can  then,  gentlemen,  while  the 
)usines8  is  re  tf^Bda,  feel  disposed  to  act,  either  on 
he reaolation of  thegentleman  from  Pennsvlva- 
lia,  or  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ? 

Again,  must  we  not  everir  day  expect  informa* 
ion  from  Europe  ^  and  ought  not  this  information 
to  have  an  influence  on  this  Assembly.  iK  indeed* 
pre  are  a  deliberative  assembly  ?  Surely  it  ought, 
[>n  political  empirics,  who  prescribe  the  same 
medicine  to  everv  disiease,  this  information  may 
kave  no  effect  Bat  on  the  minds  of  sober  men,  it 
Dttght  to  bave.  it  must  have,  en  effect.  The  situa- 
tion  of  the  rowers  with  whom  we  have  these 
momenlouadiscnssiona  may  have  been  materially 
ehanged  bv  the  eventa  of  the  last  ninety  days. 
Will  ||entlemen  undertake  to  say  that  motives 
which  inflneoced  the  mind  of  a  Beiaatoffi  ooght  to 
9th  Coir.  —25 


have  no  weight  with  as  7  Will  they,  under  theeo 
circomstances,  go  into  Committee,  tu  grope  in  the 
dark,  to  catch  at  something,  on  a  snbiect  of  which 
the)r  know  little— in  relation  to  the  events  of 
which,  they  know  less  ?  Nol  This  is  not  the 
moment  to  act.  The  Committee  have  declared 
that  that  moment  has  not  arrived.  They  have, 
in  their  capacity  of  a  House,  refused  to  discharge 
them  from  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  have,  in  the  same  capacity,  re« 
fused  to  act  upon  it.  And  what  does  this  prove, 
but  that  the  moment  for  action  has  not  eome-^ 
unless,  indeed,  this  venerable  Assembly  will  eon* 
descend  to  become  the  wet  nurse  of  the  bantling 
of  the  two  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  whog 
provided  they  can  maintain  it  at  a  distance,  hope 
their  indiscretion  will  be  overlooked— a  faux  pa»j 
which,  if  it  can  be  kept  in  an  obscure  farm-house, 
may  be  smothered  over?  I,  however,  am  not 
disposed  to  offer  it  the  pap-spoon ;  still  less  am  I 
disposed  to  be  disiorbea  by  lU  cries,  or  those  of 
its  brethren. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  is  not  the  fit  time  to  decide  on  our  British 
relatiens.  That,  while  there  is  a  pending  negotia* 
tion  with  her,  all  such  discussion  must  be  prema* 
tore.  These  resolutions  are  the  production  of  a 
political  hot-bed.  They  are  not  the  growth  of  a 
genial  sun,  but  reared  in  a  forcing-house.  And  I 
will  teU  genileipen,  that  politics  bear  forcing  aa 
little  as  the  physical  nroductioas  of  natore» 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusettfl^  whom  I  noyr 
see  in  bis  place,  offered  some  days  -ago,  to  this 
Commitiee,  a  string  oi  observations,  which,  he 
declared,  were  not  intended  either  for  a  resolutioo 
not  then  before  the  Committee,  or  for  that  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Now,  tha 
Committee  having  determined  not  to  discuM  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn« 
sylvania,  and  as  those  remarks  were  not  offered 
on  the  subject  then  before  the  Committee,  ther 
may  have  been  left  to  gitess  they  were  intendea 
for  the  subject  now  under  consideration  \  and  aa  I 
believe  they  were  full  as  applicable  to  this,  aa  any 
other  question,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  making 
a  few  remarks  relatiye  to  them.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  I  disclaim  the  preface  that  gentleman  pre- 
fixed to  his  remarks,  viz. :  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
examine  the  question  before  the  Committee.  I  do 
mean  to  examine  that  question,  to  show  why  thia 
ia  not  the  proper  time  for  acUny  on  this  subject, 
to  show  that  all  discussion  on  it  is  premature,  and. 
that  we  ought  to  abatain  from  acting  upon  it  until 
we  have  heard  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic* 

Aa  well  as  I  remember,  the  gentleman  set  oat 
by  recalling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
Message  of  the  President,  of  the  17th  of  January 
last.  Yes,  sir,  he  began  in  the  style  of  old  time^— 
iftfandum  renovare  dolortm — to  call  the  House 
back  to  the  Message  of  the  17th  of  January.  To 
what  part  of  it?  To  that  nart  which  is  public, 
or  to  tnat  part  which  is  locked  up  in  the  escru- 
toire  of  the  clerk— or  b  in  his  breeches  pocket| 
for  aught  I  know— that  port  which  it  is  his  bust* 
ocM  to  keep  from  the  eyes  of  the  nation  ?  NoW| 
wlmt  is  our  situation  7    A  brave  .3eBfitor|  with 
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aur  doors  opei»,  cilb  the  tflteation  of  the  Home 
10  An  amphibious  and  ambi^noos  Mesaa^,  pHirt 
secret  aoa  part  poblic.    And  is-  this  the  siraation 
m  whieh  gentlemeii  would  put  us?    Are  we  thus 
fo  be  irooelced  down  with  the  hammer  of  ExeetH 
threinfailibility?    I  hope  not.    When  that  Mes- 
sage came^  on  the  17th  t>f  January,  how  (ooj^  had 
we  been  in  conckve?     I  believe  a  fortnwht? 
When  did  the  despatches  arrive  ?    I  undertake  to 
say,  because  I  know  it,  it  was  prior  to  the  20th  of 
Deedmber,  because  I  made  pi^per  iii<|Qfry  tit  the 
office  of  I  he  Secretary  of  State,  where  I  bad  my- 
8^  received  deniatches  from  London.    Whatvre 
the  contents  of  those  despatches?    Bid  they  ad- 
vocate the  course  this  House  has  put«ued,  or  a 
coAorse  totally  different  ?    And  yet  that  very  Me»' 
sa^  has  been  quoted,  under  the  idea  that  no  man 
eotlld  say  to  the  contrary,  and  that  wewonld  sink 
beneath  the  weight  of  its  authority.    Tboee  de- 
spatches came  to  this  country  before  the  30tfa  dev 
of  December.    On  that  day  I  returned  from  Bal- 
timore, and  received  a  communication  fW>m  their 
author  of  a  contemporaneous  date.    I  have  called 
at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  was 
informed,  by  the  head  of  that  Department,  that 
thc^  had  both  arrived  at  the  same  time.    And  it 
Was  when  I  discovered  that  the  bend  of  the  second 
Department  unde^  the  Goverfimeiit  did  not  know 
they  Were  in  existence,  much  less  that  bis  opinion 
oh  them  had  not  been  consulted,  that  I  declared^ 
what  I  repeat,  that  there  is  no  Cabinet.    You 
have  ho  Cabinet.    What !  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department — a  vigorous  and  commanding 
Mte^man,  a  practi<^l  statesman,  the  benefit  of 
"^hose  wisdom  and  experience  the  nation  fondly 
believes  is  always  obtained  bdbre  the  great  mea9- 
*resof  the  Government  are  tak^-^-unacqoainted 
with,, and  unconsulted  on,  important  despatches, 
^nd  yet  talk  of  a  Cabinet !    Not  merely  uncon- 
sulted, but  ignorant  of  the  documents !   Well,  the 
act  passed,  and  on  the  I9th  of  January,  Was  sent 
to  the  other  House,  and  on  the  ITih,  despatches 
daihe  which  might  have  materially  changed  the 
diversion  of  the  House.    And  am  l,  feeling  this, 
ihd  knowing  the  House  had  been  trifled  with,  to 
ht  denotmced  for  telling  yon^  if  you  had  had  the 
necessary  information,  your  decision  would  have 
been  difibrent  from  what  It  was?    I  know  this; 
lor  'many  gentlemen  who  voted  fdr  the  measure 
adopted,  told  me  their  votes  would  have  been  dif- 
ftirent,  had  they  had  the  necessary  information.   I 
aav,  the  decision  of  the  Hoote,  if  we  had  known 
#hrft  we  ohght  to  have  knoWtf,  and  wWeh  hsfd 
been  received  fotir  weeks  befbre,  would  have  been 
diffirrent ;  and  I  hhve  no  hesitation  in  saying,  there 
!s  lio  Cabinet,  when  I  see  a  man.  second  to  none 
ibr  vigorous  understanding,  and  practical '  good 
sense,  ousted  from  it.    I  say,  as  I  have  said  Wore, 
If  the  Executive  wants  our  c<Mf}d<»n6e,  let  him 
^Ve  us  his.    But,  when  we  are  excluded  from  his 
confidence,  let  him  not  demand  ours.    I  wiH  not 

Sive  mine  On  these  terras,  and  I  haVe  no  hesita* 
on  in:  saying  so.  Yes.  sir.  1  now  say,  with  open 
doors,  What  I  said  when  yotir  doors  were  shot,  and 
^hat  I  believe,  that  it  is  not  fbr  the  master  ahd 
toatfe  (ahd  I  speak  ft  %Lthout  disparag^metrt  to 


any  mm)  itt  hkd  weathei,  to^  belod^,  and  leaira 
the  management  of  the  ship  to  the  cookadid  cahii^ 
boy.  The  natton  expects  to  kMiw,  the^  belieTe 
they  do  know,  the  opioion  of  the  Bxeeattve.  fiat 
do  they  know  it  ?  Wh«re  have  they  got  it?  Didcs 
it  appear  in  this  string  of  resolotiotM  ?  Have  we 
the  opinion  of  the  President  ?  Hav«  ^we  his  Cos* 
stitutional  reeommendatioti  ?  No !  yoa  have  no- 
tkin^.  Let  the  Clerk  produce  the  bttdjgiet!  B«,we 
shall  be  told  that  this  House  has  a  right  to  give  a 
direetkm  to  the  Prest^eot.  Thift  is  tJie  last  re&ie- 
ment  on  courtly  flattery.  Shall  the  Howe  ad 
on  infortnatioa  neither  ittteial  m  C<—timtional 
on  theetale  pietest  of  siviag  the  BiXeeaiive  a  d>- 
reetion,  when  they  -  believe  they  ave  acting  oa 
what  gentlemen  get  apu  and  give  ua  rraaaa  to  he* 
Iteve  are  the^seoiet  wisnes  of  the  fiSxaealive^  It 
is  out  of  the  qitestioo  for  any  perabns^  who  ana 
men  of  etanding,  to  eoadeacead,  under  aaahcip- 
cumstaaees,  to  do  the  work  of  the  CSahtaet  or  the 
water-closet.  No!  tools  must  be  found;  and  to 
such  tools,  soeh  work  wiU  be,  as  it  has  beea  nai* 
formly  committed,  i  do  not  only  aey  they  ttart 
be,  but  that  they  have  been  fooiM.  Bat,  at  die 
tbreshoAd  of  evervthiag  I  caa  efier,  i  am  nwt  by 
thetee  Nestote  of  tae  land,  by  these  cad  eoacham* 
who  love  the  saiack  of  the  whip,  who  talk  of  old 
times,  of  the  etamp  act,  of  the  DOi»-iaCetieoane. 
and  other  Revoltmoaary  acts«  Bat,  let  nae  trii 
gentlemen,  this  is  allvioldDee  and  deelamtica. 
You  would  not  suppose  that  the  mazhns  of  Chca* 
terfield  had  been  studied  by  the  ^entheiiMtt  from 
Pennsylvania — ^and  yet,  the  fiict  la,  that  aaaaaer 
is  everything.  Bat,  I  beg  ycm  to  compate  the 
^Hitter  1  have  ofiered,  with  the  miU,  xneek,  and 
peaceable  sentiments  of  gendemeu.  Bcoaiise  one 
gentleman  has  delivered  his  seothneale  in  a  aofca 
mat  freezes  before  it  reaches  this  i^aaiaet  of  the 
Hoase,  and  another  mumbles  out,  '^ confiscate  the 
national  debt,"  does  that  aflbct  the  principJe  at 
issue?  And  because  another  laaa,  wtih  soms 
warmth,  tecommends  a  differeiiteaiBPai^  aie  yoa^ 
therefore,  to  stone  aad  cnieity  him^ 

The  gentleman  frem  Massacimseits,  to  wtett 
I  have  allodtd,  has  told  us  what  th^qoe^tiim  b»* 
tWeen  tiilf  oofintry  and  Oreat  Britata  is.    Be  aaya 
it  does  aot  respect  eaemy^  property,  tat  the  on- 
oaial  tiade.    He  says  that  the  tobiccfo  -wad  floor, 
the  rice  and  ootcoa,  transported  hf  ear  vaassla^ 
eothe  as  aMeh  within  >the  question  quo  dtf  eaenf 
property,  as  th^  cekmial  trade*    Bm  is  them  any 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  nice,  the  eottaa,  the 
tobaoco)  or  atoy  mother  articles  of  Americangrowdt 
that  are  carried  by  eur  vessels,  are  eaemy^  P^P" 
erry  ?    There  is  none.    Now  take  the  <»»r  side 
of  the  question.    RecoUebt  that  Hciland,  Fnosce^ 
and  Spain,  have  nbta  shipon  theeeean;  that  the 
cofi*ee,  sugar,  and  ootion,  of  their  eoleaics^  whkb 
find  their  way  to  Europe,  mast  go  there  UMrtfae 
cover  of  a  neutralflag.    What  is^e  ^resmapboat 
That  a  large- (mrt  of  those  pTodaottoos,  thastnaa* 
ported,^  are  relitivei^  to  Britain  enemy  prayetty* 
How  is  a  discriininatioii  to  hemade  hetweea  tbaae 
products  which  are,  and  tiioae  which  are  sot  the 
property  of  a)i  enemy  1    Is  it  aet  a  fiwt  tiutt  a  flew 
disrepatable  neighbors ^ili  bringaadgtaia  oo  ai 
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wboU  Dfltgbbor^ood?  WiU  nfiy  mao  dony  the 
face  7  Are  the  Frenoh  and  Spanish  colonies  in- 
dependent ?  And  what  is  the  faot  ?  That  under 
the  Deutrai  flag  the  whole  of  the  immoneely  val- 
uable prodtMtions  of  those  colonies  find  a  conTey- 
anee.  What  do  we  aay  ?  That  we  have  a  right 
to  carry  those  productions  from  the  qolooies  to 
Uie  beUigereot  natiens  T  No— twe  say,  the  bring- 
iog  them  to  the  United  States  and  paying  duties 
00  them,  neutralizes  the  property.  iBut  &  they  T 
(ndiaputedly  not.  The  moment  you  concede  the 
point  thai  you  canoot  carry  on.  a  direct  trade,  it 
becomes  a  question  no  (onger  of  principle — kut,  a 
luestioo  ool .which  yojOc  must  treaijt  on  the  grou^i} 
)f  expediency.  Aod  tou  must  treat — you  wiU 
ireat-^reIatiT0  C<^  it.  There  is  o^tecfitnsideratiQn, 
vhich,  whether  it  hae  or  k^  i¥)t  engaged  the . at- 
lentionjof  gentlemen,  ought  oot  to  be  lost  sigbt  of, 
md  that  is,  that  our  bulky  productions  can  be  car- 
ried by  only  two  Bowers  in  the  world — hy  <fw 
tel  ves  or  Great  Bfi tain.  No  other  nation  possesses 
he  ton  nage.  Go  then  i  d  to  war  wi  th  Greal  Britain, 
ind  whore  will  you  fiad  the -tonnage  to  carry  your 
)roduct9  ?  You  cannot  find  it.  Sut,  on  the  other 
land,  the  British  fabrics  may  be  brought  in  Dan- 
sh  bottoms.  There  will  b^  neutral  toonage 
(Dou^h  to  bring  to  your  doors  the  produotiona  of 
iritaitt.  But  where  wiU  you  find  the  neutral  ton- 
lage  to  oarrv  your  produce  abroad? 

We  are  told  that  this  is  not  a  war  measure;  that 
xrotios  and  Puffeodorf,  and  other  distioguished 
iviliane,  have  decided  that  it  is  a  j^aciQc  meascue, 
3ut  it  unfortunately  happens  that  great  statesmen, 
10  the  theatre  of  active  life,  will  not  suffer  them- 
elves  to  be  diotated  to  by  the  mumhl.era  of  anti- 
[uity ;  and  gentlemen,  wno  will  not  be  governed 
y  circumstancea,  who  eaolaim  &{^/tia<i<ta  ruat 


if  he  was  a  ci^en  of  the  Republic  of  St.  Marino^ 
We  would  suppose  from  this  declaiation  that  he 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Blefusco,  abut  to  carry  on  war 
with  tiilliput^  Such  a  man  may  be  celebrated  aa 
a  seamen,  aod  may  be  able  to  malte  an  able  firs^ 
Lord  of  tne  Admir;ilt^  over  a  fleet  of  privateers  ; 
but  as  a  politician  be  u  a  Lilliputian  delegate. 

Bui  we.  are  told  again,  that  this  is  a  peace  mea- 
sure, and  that  we  ourselves  are  the  belligerent  par- 
ties, who  st^yle  it  a  war  measure.    One  of  the  pro- 
foundest  statesmen  told  Joseph  the  Second,  onc^ 
of  your  gimcrack  n^eu,  that  if  he  should  attempt 
to  force  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  the  fort 
would  fijre  upon  him.    What  said  Joseph  ?   I  will 
npt  stopp  to  time  and  circumstances — he  talked  o£ 
u^iurai  rights,   and  eo  he   would — the  Dutchj 
woyuld  never  dare  to  nre.    Compare  the  relative 
situation  of  the  little  Itepublic  of  Holland  when 
her  days  of  glory  havenassed  away,  when  shehaf 
(idlen  into, the  hands  oi  a  conquerer:— compare  her 
present  situation  with  that  she  enjoyed  beiore  the 
wings  of  her  pow^r  were  clipped  by  France.    The 
Emperor  Joseph  sent  out  his  deets,  and  the  only^ 
intelligence  he  received  of  their  fate,  was  that  the 
Dutch  had  fired    He  deemed  it  impossible — he 
could  not  believe  that  the  little  Republic  of  Hoi- 
land  should  fire  on  th^e  Austrian  Eagle.  He  though^ 
as  sentlemen  think,  and  he  was  deceived;  and  you 
wiu  be  deceived  too.    For  this  commercial  prin- 
ciple is  not  a  prinfciple  of  p^ace,  bu  t  of  war.    Genr 
tleipen  n^y  go  to  Carthage,  if  they  please,  s^op 
at  Genoa,  and  {lass  on  to  London,  and  they  wiQ 
invariably  find  it  so ;  and  they  will  find  each  of 
those  nations  commercii^l  in  proportion  as  they 
were  warlike,  and  warlike  in  proportion  as  thev 
were  commercial.    And  why  do  commerce  anq 
Wnr  gx)  hand  in  hand,  but  because  commerce  al* 


(a2ii77»,  mvst  be  Cientent  with  making  dif^rams in    ways  disposes  the  nation  tp  go  to  wer.  which  if 


beir  eloaeis,  while  these  active  state^^men  are  de« 
idiog  the  destiny  of  j^ationa.  The]r  letl  us  they 
laveGrotiousand  Pufiendprf  at  their  b<EM;ks;  but 
would  rather  hava  at  my  back  the  jMSpe  cothi^ot 
U8  of  the  tea  milep  sijoarev  weak  and  inefficient 
« I  know  it  to  be.  Yes,  it  is  too  true,  the  geotle^ 
Qf  n  will  not  listen  for  a  moment  to  circumstances, 
t  is  in  vain  that'We  say  Great  Britain  is  armed-— 
hat  she  has  a  fleet  in  the  West  Inidiet— -that  she 
las  a  ship  oirer  every  suftuare  league  ip  thjs. ocean. 
Chey  will  ao|  oonsider  ^\\e  pnnpenaity  ef  ea.arm- 
d  nation  to  strike.  Theiy  will  listen  only  tp  ne  ws^ 
apers  and  pamphlets^  and  cifcular  letters*  Futr 
ing  all  theee<  thia^ES  out  of  ooasi4erat,ion,  they  are 
or  playing  tiie  part  of  Bobadil*  They  will  not 
eflect  that  circuoiatances  always  govern  politioail 
nen — they  persist  in  theirahatcaot  Q^eocies.  Th^sp 
^aputiaa  aad  Lilliputian  politics  will  npt  dQ. 
Vhat  ai«  gentlemen  abou(  1  While  they  are  dis- 
wting  whether  the  egg  shall  be  broken  at<thebig 
ir  little  end,  and  whether  |he  Committee  shall  he 
lischarged  from  the  resolution  in  the  House,  or 
he  House  shall  first  go  into  committee,  and  the 
eeolution  be  there  discharged,  they  are  pursuing 
neasures  which  will  be  felt  in  Brita inland  which 
yill  foreibly  retaot  on  ourselves.  The  gentleman 
Vom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cnowiiiiiaiii£i«p)  has 
old  us  what  he  weul^j^i^nd  whet  be  weald jip^d^, 


not  disposed  to  give  up  a  hicraiive  trade  1  The 
idea  of  the  pacific  tendenc  v  of  cooimerce  if  a  mere 
ign^atuua.  We  find  I^Uaod  ceased  to  be  a ereat 
commercial  Power,  when  she  ceased  to  be  able  to 
4ght  the  copxbtined  fleets  of  France  and  England* 
B|Ut  I  sh^ll  be  ^o^d,  whithersoever  it  may  lead 
us,  this  spirit  of  commercial  ixibno{K>lY  o^ght  never 
to  be  extinguished^  shall  be  tpid  it  is  a  &se.prin- 
c^ipl^  to  crouch  even  in  necessity ;  that  w^  6ugh( 
.t9  set  not  only  res^so^  and  commqn  sense  at  defl- 
ance,  hux  Ukewise  nfvcessity,  which  knows  no  law, 
but  j^nescrih^s  law  to  aU^  Well,  I  am  free  to  con* 
f<^sS|.if  this  a^rtioojs  not  beyond  mv  compirel^nj* 
sion,  I  have  for  the  first  tiine  in  my  life  found  the 
^eaaup  pf  t^i^pl^n^ec^sservapt^who,  on  being  asked 
what  was  the  ipf^tter  with  his  Jiiorse^  said  ne  w§a 
ashamed  because  he  was  dead.  The  poor  animal 
had  iq^loriously  crouched  to  the  bfse  principle  of 
necessity,  a^d  na^  given  up  the  ghost,^when  he 
ought  to  have  kept  the  field.  And  this  is  what 
we  are  called  up9Q  to  do  by  gentlemen  who  will 
not  acknowledge  the  law  of  necessity,  and'  who 
scqut  it  as  a  principle  which  it  does  not  become 
us  to  act  upon.  If  these  notions  are, to  j^revail, 
let  us  take  jDon  Q^iixotte  as  our  first  minister  of 
State,and  SanchoPanza  as  the  second  in  command. 
These,  are  the  qatural  hands  to  bold  the  reins  of 
,Qovf^QZX|^t|  in  catp  all  re^d  to  the  principle ,^f 
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necessity  is  disclaimed.  I  hope  gentlemeD,  who 
hold  this  doctine,  never  mean  to  die,  to  sleep,  or 
to  weep  at  the  distresses  of  their  fellow  men,  or  in 
any  other  respect  acknowledge  the  base  principle 
of  necessity.  Bnt  I,  who  profess  to  yield  a  com- 
pliance  not  only  to  the  laws  of  necessity,  bat  of 
probabilities,  and  who  consider  politics  as  only  a 
acieoce  of  probabilities,  can  no  longer  find  a  me- 
dium between  myself  and  those  who  disclaim  all 
regard  to  the  laws  of  necessity,  and  am  obliged  to 
confess  that  I  am  amon^  the  number  of  those  who 
would  negotiate  with  (ireat  Britain. 

I  am  [Perfectly  aware  of  the  tedious  time  the 
Committee  must  have  bad  in  listening  to  my  re- 
marks— ^not  more  so,  I  assure  you,  to  them  than  to 
myself.    I  am  aware  of  the  arguments  ofiered  di- 
rectly  out  of  doors,  and  indirectly  in  this  House, 
against  the  course  which  I  believe  it  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  this  nation  to  pursue.    One  of  the  first 
causes  of  surprise  which  presented  itself  to  me  on 
coming  to  the  seat  of  Qovemment  was,  that,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  States  thought  all  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  all  eyes 
were  in  fact  fixed  on  the  half-way  house  between 
this  and  Georgetown — that  the  question  was  not 
what  we  should  do  with  France,  or  Spain,  or  Eng- 
land, but  who  should  be  the  next  President.    And 
at  this  moment,  every  motion  that  is  made — I  do 
not  mean,  in  the  parliamentary  sense  of  the  word,  at 
this  place — is  made  with  a  view  to  the  occupation 
of  that  House.    And  it  is  for  this  reason  that  cer- 
tain men  are  to  be  put  down,  and  certain  men  are 
to  be  put  up.    As  1  have  said  before,  I  have  con- 
ceived it  the  greatest  happiness  attendant  on  the 
Government  of  this  people,  that  all  their  political 
relations,  the  different  parties  and  their  connexions 
and  bearings  and  effects,  could  be  debated  in  the 
face  of  the  nation.    Now,  we  are  told  from  good 
authority,  that  there  is  a  certain  party  called  the 
Federal  party,  and  that  there  are  other  parties  in 
theUnitedStates,caIledRepublican parties.  Well, 
air;  certain  gentlemen  have  been  held  up  as  wil- 
ling to  court  the  attention  and  support  of  the  Fed- 
eral party — men  by  whom  no  villain  has  been 
spared,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  he  may — 
men  by  whom  no  villany  has  been  spared,  to  what- 
ever party  it  may  have  attached.    So  much  for 
Federalism.    There  is  another  question  relative  to 
what  is  generally  called  quiddism,    I  am  willing 
to  meet  gentlemen  on  that  ground.    If  we  belong 
to  the  third  party,  be  it  so.    I  am  willing  to  meet 
them  on  other  ffround. 

[There  was  Sere  a  loud  call  to  order,  in  which 
Mr.  Thomas  joined.  The  Spbakbr  decided  that 
Mr.  RANnoLPH  was  in  order.  An  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  House,  who  confirmed  his  decision.] 
Mr.  Randolph  proceeded.  I  am  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  for  the  respite  he  has  given  me,  as  I 
really  felt  much  exhausted.  I  knew  where  the 
shoe  pinched.  I  will  take  gentlemen  on  ano- 
ther principle--on  the  principle  of  Burrism,  as  it 
iscalled.  Will  gentlemen  attack  us  on  that  ground  7 
Will  they  say  we  are  the  rotten  part  of  the  Re- 
publican party— the  go-between  of  any  seeta— the 
solicitors  of  any  office-— the  tools  of  any  faction? 
Now,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  Federalism-— I  mean 


DO  imputation  to  anj  man  or  pany  of 
we  the  advocattt  or  Federalism  ?  Does  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  especially  the  Department  of  the 
Navv,  or  does  it  not,  administer  the  Goveroraeat 
on  the  principle  of  Federalism  t  Has  that  De- 
partment ever  been  administered,  or  can  it  be  ad* 
ministered  on  principles  more  Federal?  There 
is  another  defMirtment — the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment— ^tbe  sweetest  engine  ever  put  into  the  hands 
of  an  unprincipled  man.  Are  we  for  admioiiter- 
ing  the  Government  on  principles  of  Barmml 
This  is  a  delicate  subject — I  speak  with  a  fullcoa- 
sciousness  that  it  h.  Now  for  the  last  taai,  Yaxa^ 
tm.  Are  we  Yazoo  men  ?  Have  oar  enemiei 
ever  charged  us  with  thisS 

[Mr.  Randolph  here  made  an  nUnsioo,  whiek 
from  the  noise  in  the  House  was  not  heari  to  a 
misconception  by  Messrs.  Sdmtbb  and  Mabioh 
of  a  previous  remark  made  by  bim  relative  to  mi- 
litia generals— and  then  asked — Is  thereamaa  that 
would  disdaia  to  sit  aside  of  such  menl  The 
allusion  1  made  was  folly  understood ;  bvt  those, 
whom  it  fitted,  were  willing  to  shift  it  from  their 
own  shoulders  on  those,  whom  it  did  no  fit] 

I  am  really  sorrv,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  time  I 
have  occupied.    When  I  came  into  the  Hook 
yesterday,  it  appeared  to  me  as  if  the  propoutioa 
before  us  was  to  appoint  a  board  of  comraissioDen 
to  settle  the  account  current  of  every  member  with 
the  House.    We  heard  a  great  deal  of  palaver  aad 
blarney;  but  of  that  description  which  cmi  never 
take  me  in.    I  abjure  it.    1  mise  my  hnnd  a^iast 
it^-I  will  never  become  its  dupe.    I  am  wiiliag 
to  allow  that  in  the  heat  of  debate,  ezpresaioBs 
improper  for  me  to  use,  but  not  improper  in  tiwir 
application  to  those  to  whom  they  referred,  may 
have  escaped  me — :he  verba  ardentia  of  an  hon- 
est mind.    I  scorn  to  retract  them.    Theywett 
made  in  the  presence  of  the  nmtion,  and  in  their 
presence  1  will  defend  them.    1  will  never  snivel, 
whatever  may  be  the  result.    I  have  oM^ved  that 
the  Committee  rise,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  existing  eireumatanees.    I  knew  the  moment 
we  adjourned  over  on  Saturday,  that  the  old  story 
would  be  repeated,  that  gentlemen  woold  seek  the 
Lord — agree  upon  some  given  principle,  that  aU 
might  go  together.    And  I  have  not  be^i  disap- 
pointed.   But  it  is  for  you  to  say,  whether  at  this 
moment,  when  yon  are  watching  your  daily  and 
nightly  mails  for  news  from  Europe,  wlien  yM 
are  oscillating  between  Bonaparte  and  the  coali- 
tion—*yon  are  prepared  to  decide  ultimately  on 
this  subject.    I  feel  for  one  that  I  am  not.    As  to 
the  accusation  of  being  the  apologist  of  Britain, 
it  is  the  idlest  charjpfe  thatever  was  made.    Wkea  I 
first  took  a  seat  in  this  House  I  was  denonaeed 
with  being  a  French  partisan,  because  I  opposed 
those  men  who  then  held  the  reins  of  Govenment 
in  their  hands  in  their  mea.5ares  for  canjtag  as 
into  war  with  that  nation ;  and  now  that  I  am  for 
pursninn  the  same  course  towards  Great  Britain, 
which  I  was  then  in  favor  of  pursuing  towards 
France^  I  am  cbaiged  with  being  the  apologist  of 
Britain.    To  this  denunciation  I  am  willmg  to 
submit,  which  all  men  must  submit  to  who  are 
not.  williog  to  risk  the  paaoe  of  their  country. 


777 


mSTORT  OF  CONaRESS. 


778 


March,  1806. 


Nan-hnportcUum  of  Qcodsfrom  Great  Britain, 


H.  or  R, 


Mr.  Nicholson. — I  second  the  motion,  on  a 
principle  which  has  proverned  me  ever  siiiee  the 
bejrioning;  of  this  session.  This  subject  was  early 
re/erred  to  a  select  committee  on  a  motion  offered 
i>y  myself,  with  a  view  that  the  fullest  light  mi^t 
>e  thrown  on  the  subject  of  our  differences  with 
G^reat  Britain,  and  because  I  belieye  it  so  intimate- 
V  connected  with  the  revenue  and  prosperity  of 
he  nation,  it  was  that  I  wished  it  to  he  examined 
>y  a  committee  whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to 
)ay  a  particular  attention  to  the  fiscal  afiairs  of 
he  Government.  I  had  another  object  in  view, 
fvhich  was  ibatthe  subject  might  not  be  hurried! 
[  was  of  opinion  that  our  differences  with  Britain 
)ught  not  to  be  speedily  acted  upon ;  but  after  the 
iubject  had  rested  for  some  time  with  the  Com* 
nittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  they  were,  on  the 
notion  of  some  ^ntlemen  when  I  was  absent, 
lischarged  from  its  further  consideration.  On 
ny  way  to  this  place,  after  an  abseoce  for  which 
eave  bad  been  granted,  I  met  with  a  proposition 

0  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  goods  from 
3ritain.  I  was  never  so  struck  witn  astonish- 
nent  in  my  life.  If  I. had  heard  that  the  Capitol 
lad  tumbled  into  ruins,  I  should  not  have  been  so 
nuch  astonished. 

This  proposition  produced  several  others,  one 
»f  which  I  had  the  nonor  to  submit.  As  I  nave 
>efore  said,  I  submitted  this  proposition  to  meet 
hat  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
he  House  and  people  of  this  country  might  take 
nto  view  its  wnole  course  and  biearinff ;  and  that 
hey  might  see  the  manner  in  which  the  revenue 
^as  likely  to  be  affected  by  it.  I  am  happy  it 
las  produced  this  effect.  Gentlemen  after  debat- 
n^  this  proposition  are  willing  on  all  hands  now 
;o  lay  it  aside.  When  I  understood  it  was  to  be 
called  up.  I  beeged  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Jet  it  Tie — I  was  anxious  to  postpone  it  as 
oog  as  possible.  I  was  of  opinion  tbat  our  better 
iourse  was  to  rise,  if  we  were  to  meet  only  four 
nonths  hence.  It  is  on  the  same  principle  that  I 
low  advocate  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  and 
ihould  we  now  ri&e,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  consider- 
ed for  a  long  time.  I  have  been  uniformi|r  of  the 
)piaion,  tharf  if  we  take  measures  with  Britain,  it 
}ught  to  be  the  last  act  of  the  session.  1  think  we 
)usht  to  wait  for  news  from  Europe*  We  have 
lad  information,  though  in  some  measure  of  a 
;)rivate  nature,  affording  us  reason  to  hope  tbat 
there  will  be  no  occasion  to  proceed' to  extremi- 
ties. Knowing  this,  and  that  our  affairs  are  in  the 
iaads  of  a  man  of  eminent  talents,  second  to  none 
in  this  country,  I  cannot  believe  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity to  act  as  speedily  as  some  gentlemen  wish 
to  do  on  this  subject.  In  offeriof  these  observa- 
tions, I  mean  not  to  be  uoderstooa  as  abandoning 
the  proposition  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit. 
In  my  judgment  it  is  the  best  of  those  offered.  If 
we  do  anything  I  think  we  had  best  adopt  it,  but 

1  do  not  think  we  are  yet  prepared  to  act  on  it. 
We  have  at  least  six  weeks  yet  to  sit,  for  if  we 
adjourn  before  the  first  of  May,  it  will  be  the  short- 
est first  session  under  the  Government.  Why 
then  this  hurry — when  there  is  a  negotiation  de- 
pending, and  when  iafonnaiion  may  be  recaived 


within  ten  days,  which  may  entirely  change  ovr 
course  ?  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  am  tor  Ibe 
Committee  rising;  because  I  believe  that  the  late 
events  in  Europe  will  have  such  an  effect  oa 
Britain,  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  our  Minister 
to  settle  our  affairs  with  her  amicably ;  and  if  ao^ 
I  shall  be  verv  happy.  I  was  so  far  from  being- 
impressed  witn  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  aet 
speedily  on  this  subject,  that  I  was  prepared  U> 
fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  so  as  to  prevent  it 
from  taking  effect  before  the  fint  of  Jannaiy.  I 
flatter  myself  the  Committee  will  riae,  and  that 
we  shall  refuse  to  take  up  the  subject  for  some 
time. 

Mr.  Alston. — I  cannot  see  what  we  are  to  wet 
by  the  Committee  risinr.  If  I  entertained  toe 
same  ideas  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  1 
should  be  for  a  course  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
which  he  recommends.    He  says  we  have  an  im« 

Sortant  negotiation  depending,  and  that  we  may 
ally  expect  to  hear  from  our  Minister  on  that 
subject.  If  there  is  a  probability  of  a  successful 
termination  of  the  negotiation,  can  the  measureB 
we  now  take  have  any  bearing  upon  it  1  The 
gentleman  says  he  is  prepared  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  first  of  January.  What  effect  will  thii 
have  ?  If  the  negotiation  he  depending^  it  will 
show  our  Minister  and  the  British  Administration 
the  voice  of  the  nation.  It  is  no  matter  then  how 
soon  we  take  our  measures — the  sooner  the  better. 
I  have  no  idea  the  negotiation  has  terminated  at 
this  moment,  or  will  terminate  until  we  hare 
taken  our  measures.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  rise,  but  that  we  shall  take  up  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  whioh 
I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  approoation. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  then  withdrew  his  motion,  obserr- 
ing  tbat  he  was  not  anxious  that  the  resolntion 
he  had  offered  should  be  acted  on  immediatelf. 

Mr.  Alston  renewed  the  motion,  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Niobol- 
SON,  prohibiting,  after  a  particular  time,  the  im- 

girtatLon  of  certain  specined  articles  from  Great 
ritain. 

Mr.  J.  RaiIoolpb  again  moved  that  the  Com- 
mitte  should  rise.  Motion  lost^-yeas  56,  nays  63. 
The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Alston's  motiooi 
and  the  Committee^  without  a  division,  agreed  to 
take  up  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Nich- 
olson. 


Friday,  March  li, 

A  petition  of  Robert  Peters  and  others,  nroprie- 
tors  of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  that  an  act  may  be 
passed  to  authorize  the  recording,  in  the  Burreyor's 
office  of  the  city,  of  all  divisions  of  squares  into 
lots,  or  subdivisions  of  lots  already  laid  off;  and 
that  a  certified  transcript  thereof  may  be  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere. — Referred  to  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Ma* 
GRODBR,  and  Mr.  Van  Rbnssblabb. 

A  petition  of  Bushrod  Washin||[ton  and  Law- 
rence Lewis,  of  the  State  of  VirginiSi  acting  ez« 
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ecuton  of  the  will  of  Ckneral  George  Washing- 
ton,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  other  devisees 
under  the  said  will,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  an  act  mav  pass  for  the 

•^purpose  of  confirming  the  title  of  tne  said  ezecn- 
•tors  to  certain  lands  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 

.viver  Ohio,  on  or  near  thfe  Little  Miama,  granted 
to  their  testator,  in  the  Tear  one  thousand  seven 
hnndred  and  ninety,  by  the  said  State  of  Virginia, 
and  which  are  found  to  be  witbin  the  territory 
ceded  by  the  said  Smte  to  the  United  States, — 
Referrea  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion 
made  yesterday,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
«  That  Major  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  suppott  of  his  claim:" 
Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
salne,  and  that  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
be  assigned  for  that  par  pose. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appointment 

'of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
d^ne  by  Congress,  the  present  session:  Where- 
upon, 

BtBolvedf  That  this  House  doth  agree  tp  the 
said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Jobs 
Randou>b,  Mr.  Gncoo,  Mr.  Joaif  C.  SmTB^and 
Mr.  CaowNUiSBiELD,  be  appointed  a  committee, 

.  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

•  that  the  Senate  hate  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relid*  of  Peter  Landais."  with  an 

•  Amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  tne  concur- 
• .  Mice  of  this  Hoose. 

.     IMPdRTATIONS  FROM  ORE  At  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  Al8T0  j^  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  Hotise  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

•  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Clark  mored  to  postpone  this  order  till 
Monday. 

The  Spbakbr  declared  it  out  of  order  to  post- 
pone such  an  order  of  the  day. 

The  question  of  going  into  a  CoktuAitttfe  was 
thetf  put  and  carried— yeas  70.    . 

The  Committee  havhig  agreed  to  take  tip  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  NicaoLaaM — 

Mr.  MtTHFonn  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with 
great  diffidence  I  rise  to  speak  on  this  question.  I 
am  a  merchant,  unaccustomed  to  speak  in  a  pub- 
lic body.  But,  sir,  when  I  see  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  my  country  unjustly  attacked  by  a  foreign 
-  nation,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  this  Com- 
mittee while  I  eilpress  my  sentiments  on  the  se- 
rious aapeet  of  our  foreign  relations.  Sir,  I  do 
'  not  wish  to  extenuate  the  conduct  of  any'  nation. 
I  hsve  no  predilection  for  one  foreign  nation  more 
than  another.  I  shall  endtavor  to  speak  the  lan- 
gua^  of  an  independent  American. 

Sir,  I  had  indal^ed  the  hope  that  the  ninth 
'  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  assembled  to 
deliberate  on  the  momentous afiairs  of  their  coun- 
try as  Americans;  but,  siti  it  gives  me  pain,  and 
'    I  regret  extremely,  to  see  gentlemen  so  tar  forget 
' '  'Che  interest  of  their  own  country  in  defending  tne 


pretended  rights  of  others.  That  there  Aould  be 
a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  our  own  rcgo- 
lations,  was  to  be  expected,  but  when  yoor  lawful 
coOHneree  is  attacked  by  what  the  honorabJe  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  so  emphatically  terms  -*  the 
Leviathan  ol  the  Ocean,"  and  attacked,  too,  con- 
trary to  their  own  acknowledged  priiieiples,  as 
laid  down  in  the  correspondence  between  your 
late  worthy  Mioister,  Mr.  King,  and  the  Bhttah 
Minister,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
on  the  Clerk  to  read  that  fnirt  of  the  Boston  me- 
morial which  relates  to  that  correspoodenet. 
[The  Clerk  read  the  article.*] 

*  *<  lo  1801,  in  oo^seqoenos  of  a  deoree  of  the  Vice 
Admiralty  Coart  at  Nmbau,  condemning  the  eaigo  of 
on  Ameiican  teasel  gmng  firom  the  United  Stales  to  a 
port  in  the  SpaniBh  colonies,  with  a  cazgo  eondsling  of 
articles  the  growth  of  old  Spam,  our  ki^y  respecta- 
ble and  able  Minister  at  the  Court  of  IfOiiAm  imme- 
diatdy  addressed  Lord  Hawkeeboxy,  His  Majesty't 
Secretary  for  Foreign  AfbJn,  and  remonstrated  iot  re- 
spectful, but  firm  and  dignified  manner^  against  this 
infringement  and  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrals. 

"  The  remonstrance  met  that  prompt  attention  from 
the  British  Gorerament  whidi  its  merits  demanded; 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  ^ 
Advocate  General,  who  reported  that  the  sentence  of 
the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  at  Nassau  was  ibnnded  in 
eitor;  that  it  was  now  (1601)  distinctly  nndentooi 
and  bad  been  repeatedlj  so  deodedbj  the  Hi^  Court 
of  Appeals,  that  the  produce  of  ^e  ookmies  of  the 
enen^  may  be  Imported  by  a  nentral  into  his  own 
country,  and  mi^  bs  re-exported  Irom  thenoe  even  tP 
the  mother  country  of  such  colony ;  and  in  tike  stan- 
ner,  tiie  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  mother 
country  may,  in  this  circuitous  route,  legally  find  their 
way  to  the  colonies ;  that  a  direct  trade  had  not  been 
recognised  as  legal,  and  the  decision  of  what  was,  or 
was  not  a  direct  trade,  was  a  question  of  some  ^ffi- 
culty,  and  that  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  had  ex- 
pressly decided,  and  the  Adrocate  Skmeral  saw  no  rea- 
son to  expect  the  Court  of  Appeals  would  rmij  the 
rule,  that  landing  the  goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in 
the  neutral  country  breaks  Uie  continuity  of  the  voy- 
age, and  is  such  an  impoitatioa  as  legaliass  the  trade, 
although  the  goods  be  reshipped  in  the  ssme  ti.ainl, 
and  on  eeoount  of  the -ssme  neutral  propristefs, and 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  modier  country. 

"  The  report  of  Che  Advocate  General  was  accepted 
by  the  British  Government,  immediately  transmitisd 
by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Kiag,  and  by  His  Majes- 
ty's express  command,  communicated  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  the  princqwd  Secretary  of  Stete,  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  with  the  ia- 
fbrmation  that  it  was  His  Majesty^s  pleasure  that  dia 
doctrine  laid  down  In  the  Advocate  General's  report 
should  be  immediately  made  known  to  tbo  ttrmk 
judges  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  setting  fiirth  to 
them  what  is  held  to  be  law  upon  the  8ub)«;t  by  ifas 
superior  tr3>unab,  for  their  fhture  guidsnce  and  di- 
rection. 

«  Thus  are  obtained  so  recently  as  within  five  years 
the  deliberate  opinions,  on  the  snbject  under  tecus- 
sion,  of  the  moat  eminent  English  civilians,  and  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  oorroboiuted  (if  one  of  the 
first  law  oflkers  of  the  Crown  may  be  credit^)  by 
the  repeated  decisioas  of  the  same  court  of  iqipesis 
whidiB  by  ite  kto  and  oontrsdicteiy  decree  in  the 
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Thu  is  00  fiction,  nit  $  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 
fact.  After  all  this  I  qiast  confess  I  am  astOD- 
ifihed  to  find  g^lfeale^  io  an  Americaa  CoDgress 
pailiatiAg  the  impre^smeat  of  our  seamen,  end 
(he  indiaerimioate  oondeniBatioa  of  our  vesseb 
%od  cargoes*  Are  we  prepared  to  present  an 
Humble  address. to  his  most  sracious  Majesty  on 
iie  throae,  praying  he  woiud  voucbaaCe  to  take 
is  in  his  holy  keeping,  sardon  our  former  trans- 
rreasion6,«nd  accept  or  us  as  liege  subjects  who 
lare  erred  from  the  right  wayT  No,  sir.  We 
ire  Bot  colonists ;  weaj;:e  an  indepead^t  ^lation. 
STour  acts  and  laws  speak  of  thirty  years  of  iQ" 
iependence.  I  wish  wc  could  conquer  our  pre- 
iidlces  as  easily  as  we  did  our  enemies.  Shall 
FQ  oflTor  get  rid  of  the  idea  of  coioAista  and  de- 
i^ndeots  on  Qreat  Britain? 

I  shall  now  commence  my  ohserrations  on  our 
infortunate  fellow-citixens  in  British  bondage; 
md  in  anawer  to  tike  honorable  gentleman  from 
\faryland,  whom  Ivcf  y  much  respect,  J  do  frank- 
y  acknowledge  that  amongst  all  the  petitions 
^resented  tp  )roii  by  4he  memh^nts  of  the  United 
States,  these  is  not  one  woM  about  our  im^fcssed 
teamen,  Salem  and  anathfr  port  excepted.  Bu,t, 
lir,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  thi^  Committee,  and  thai 
lonorable  gentleman,  that  before  we  enter  our  ycs- 
lek  at  ihe  custom^onse^  we  are  called  upon  M>  wit- 
less the  recprdiogpf  ibia  tale  of  human  wo  before 
i  notary  publie,  stating  all  the  seamen  impressed 
luring  the  voyage^  This  i»  immediately  traps- 
aitted  to  the  Secretary  of  .3tate,  for  the  c.orrectp 
less  of  which  I  refiar  you  to  the  docuraeuta  from 
that  depailmeat  now  on  vonr  table.  Sir,  is  it 
lecorona,  is  ii'Oandid>  is  it  liberal,  is  it  respectful 

»■  ■  11  »■■■  ■■■■■■^■■■■,.»  mm  ^m  ■  ■■»  ■iMii.i  ■■» 

)f  the  £s8ex,  Orne,  has  caused  so  disaatrous  an  ar- 
«station  and  eondemnation  of  American  property. 

"  Judgment  thus  perspicuously  stated  and  enforced 
)j  this  high  authority,  it  was  fair  to  consider  as  in- 
ended  for  a  beacon  to  the  channel  through  which  neu- 
ral commerce  might  be  prosecuted  with  security.  It 
B  hoped  the  event  will  not  prove  they  were  a  meve 
ptU  faJtuvB  to  ensnare  the  innocent  and  nnstuipi- 
aous. 

**  At  any  rstey  whather  the  iocttiaa  wen  sound  ar 
tot,  or  whether  it  iigumd  Great  Britain  or  not,  it  can- 
lot  beooma  the  idtagnly  and  magnanimity  of  a  great 
okd  powerfiii  aatmn  at  ones,  and  without  notice,  to 
averse  her  mla  of  oond«st  towards  other  Statsa,  and 
0  ptey  upon  the  unpmtected  pn^perty  oi  a  friendly 
^ower,  the  extension  of  whose  commerqe  had  been  in- 
«ted  by  the  fomial  avpwal  of  har  intentions,  and  proa- 
icuted  under  a  reliance  on  her  good  laith,  and  from 
he  confidence  reposed  that  her  courts,  uniform  in 
heir  jM'inciples,  would  never  be  influenced  by  the 
ime-serving  politics  of  the  moment. 

"  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  for  the 
)roceeding8  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  effect  is 
lotorions.  From  her  recent  conduct  great  losses  have 
>een  sustained ;  our  commerce  has  been  checked  and 
nnbarrassed,  and  laiige  quantities  of  produce  are  now 
^maining  locked  up  in  this  country  which  were  pur- 
ahased  lor  foreign  markats,  because  oar  marehants 
cannot  send  it  abroad  withont  taking  riska  on  Ihsm- 
lelves  which  pmdsnce  would  net  justify,  or  without 
^ying  snah  rates  for  inamanca  as  the  trade  of  the 
Ba«&tqr.aMnolafad." 


to  the  Committee  to  impute  such  unworthy  mo- 
tives to  the  merchants  as  we  ha?e  heard  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor  7  They  are  men.  sir ;  and  I 
believe  candor  will  allow  them  their  sdare  of  sen- 
sibilityj  and  that  they  sympathize  for  suffering 
humanity  as  much  as  a  planter,  a  farmer,  a  law- 
yer, or  any  class  of  the  community.  Sir,  I  feel 
as  much  as  any  man  for  the  superings  of  this 
meritorious  class  of  citizens,  having  been  an  ey^ 
witness  to  the  barbarous  treatment  inflicted  by  the 
officers  of  the  British  Government  on  one  of 
them.  He  was  lashed  to  a  scafibld  on  the  gua* 
wale  of  a  boat^  and  whipped  from  ship  to  ship^ 
until  he  had  received  Ave  hundred  lashes.  Wihat 
was  the  conseqiiience?  He  euired  the  next 
miming.  What  was  his  crime  1  He  had  been 
impressed  into  their  cruel  bondage,  and  had  en- 
deavored to  regain  his  liberty  1  We  are  asked, 
what  is  the  remedy  for  this  outrage  ?  There  ia 
but  one,  sir.  Demand  satisfaction  for  the  past, 
and  in  future  make  yoqr  flag  protect  your  citi- 
zens, at  least  op  ik^  hiffh  seas,  the  common  high 
road  of  atl  nations.  Your  merchants  can  insure 
their  property  against  this  ^^  Leviathan  ot  th^ 
Ocean  j"  but  there  is  no  alternative  for  the  poor 
sailor,  he  is  inevitably  doomed  to  cruel  slavery. 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  foreign  nations.  We 
are  told  that  the. American  merchants  cover  Span* 
ish  proj>erty.  This  may  be  the  case.  I  beUere 
it:  out  it  is  to  a  very  limited  amount.  The  Span- 
ish merchants  have  little  capital  at  present  |e 
dispose  of.  Their  Oovernmeot  owes  them  coa- 
aiderable  sums  of  money,  and  the  paper  currenc|r 
of  that  Government  .is  at  such  a  discount  (I  m^ 
lieve  from  40  to  50  per  cent.)  that  they  are  not 
able  to  extend  their  coinmerce,  if  they  were  ever 
so  much  disposed  to  do  so. 

Respecting  the  French  merchants,  a  great  pro- 
portion of  them  in  France  are  baokrupts,tin  con- 
sequence of  heavy  taxes,  contributions,  forced 
Ipansj  and  all  the  iqa positions  of  imperial  ingenu- 
ity. That  country  depends  not  on  commerce  for 
her  revenue  \  abe  collects  one  hundred  and  twen* 
ty  millions  of  dollars  |)er  annum,  of  which  twelve 
inillions  only  are  levied  upon  comn^erce,  beio^ 
but  ten  per  cent,  on  the  whole  revenue.  Their 
merchants  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  extend 
their  business  for  want  of  a  capital,  which  is  a 
fact  that  will  be  acknowledged  ny  all  conuner- 
cial  men.  They  ace  by  no  means  the  favorites  of 
the  SmLperor ;  he  grants  them  no  indulgences^  of 
which  the  late  tranaactions  at  the  national  bank 
are  a  sufficient  evidence. 

Respecting  Holland,  every  pefson  conversant 
in  busmess  bows  the  cautious  calculation  of  the 
Dutch,  merchants  J  they  trade  very  little  on  their 
own  account  in  time  of  war.  but  are  constantly 
soliciting  the  American  mercnants  to  make  con- 
signments of  property  to  sell  on  commission. 
And  yet  ym  are  told  in  that  oracle^  the  celebrated 
pamphlet.  '^War  in  Disguise,"  that  France,  Spaing 
and  Holland,  carry  on  the  war  against  Gfreat 
Britain  witk  property  covered  by  Americana  I 
Will  any  rational  man  believe  them  ? 

I  now  come  to  Great  Britain,  sir;  not  one 
wof d  ^  bean  s^id  ^bout  property  covered  Ifff 
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her.  She  is  immaculate;  she  is  lonoceDt;  she 
can  do  no  wrong.  I  have  good  authority  for  this 
last  expression.  The  Kins  says  so,  and  others 
repeat  it.  Sir,  immediately  upon  the  coalition 
being  formed  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  she 
seized  upon  your  unsuspecting  commerce,  and 
surprised  it  with  new  principles  and  new  doc- 
trines in  her  Courts  of  Admiralty,  which  opera- 
ted with  her  ships  of  war  in  the  same  manner  as 
though  they  had  actually  received  orders  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  (how  insidious  1  but 
they  understand  decoy)  lo  capture  and  bring  in 
all  American  vessels  bound  to  enemy's  ports;  and 
if  by  chance  any  of  them  escape  their  fangs, 
after  a  mock  trial  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
enormous  charges,  trom  five  hundred  to  six  hun- 
dred guineas,  and  sometimes  more.  This  oper- 
ates as  a  premium  to  carry  in  all  your  vessels, 
knowing  beforehand  they  wilt  have  nothing  to 
pay;  for,  although  you  gain  your  cause,  you 
must  pay  the  costs.  This,  sir,  discourages  your 
cautious  and  best  merchants,  and  they  are  thus 
compelled  Co  abandon  and  decline  pursuing  a  lu- 
crative and  lawful  traffic. 

If  there  be  any  property  covered  for  Great  Bri- 
tain, I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  facts  I  will 
state  to  the  committee,  that  it  appertains  almost  ex- 
clusively to  some  British  merchants  lately  adopted 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  they  take  good 
care  to  keep  all  their  business  in  their  own  hands. 
They  are  the  honest  merchants  who  own  the  hon- 
est vessels  we  have  heard  so  much  about,  and  they 
are  engaged  In  exporting  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other 
produce  of  our  countrv.  Why  should  they  have 
the  preference  ?  it  will  be  asked.  I  will  not  tell 
you  what  I  do  not  know,  (as  has  been  said  in  this 
Committee,)  but  I  will  tell  you  what  I  do  know. 
Sir,  th^  real  American  merchants  cannot  enter 
into  competition  with  them.  They  have  their 
particular  friends  in  England,  who  are  interested, 
and  will  of  course  give  tnem  the  preference.  By 
a  variety  of  ways  they  obtain  all  the  freights,  to 
the  exclusion  of  your  vessels.  Sir,  we  are  often 
compelled  to  take  in  ballast  along  side  of  those 
Tery  ships  who  have  full  freights  engaged.  Thus, 
air,  the  real  American  merchant  is  the  dupe  of 
these  honest  adopted  British  citizens.  These  are 
your  sh'ppery-eel  merchants,  so  ju^^tly  denomina- 
ted by  the  honorable  geptleman  from  Virginia, 
whose  acme  of  mind  I  much  admire.  They  were 
indeed,  sir,  so  slippery  in  some  of  your  districts, 
that  it  was  founa  necessary  to  pass  a  law  exclud- 
ing all  of  them  who  resided  in  foreign  countries 
from  owning  anv  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the 
United  States;  tor  a  number  of  them,  after  hav- 
ing made  fortunes  out  of  your  neutrality,  had 
slipped  off  to  Great  Britain  to  spend  the  money 
and  the  remainder  of  their  days.  And  in  order 
that  we  might  not  compromit  our  neutrality  in 
this  deceptive  business,  our  National  Legislature 
has  been  careful  to  pass  a  law  in  the  first  session 
of  the  eighth  Congress,  dated  27th  March,  1804, 
to  correct  the  abuse,  wnich  has  in  some  measure 
put  a  check  to  it ;  and  yet  we  are  emphatically 
told  it  is  onlv  coffee,  sugar,  and  East  India  goods 
that  are  guilty  of  the  sin  of  interfering  with  Bri- 


tish merchants,  those  monopolizers  of  tke  cmi- 
merce  of  the  whole  world. 

I  mention  these  facts,  sir,  to  Tindieale  the  cha- 
racter of  the  real  American  merchants;  it  will 
stand  the  test  with  that  of  any  other  nation  in  iiiB 
world.  Sir,  look  at  y  our  re venuesyatem.  esamiae 
all  the  records  of  your  district  courts,  see  how  very 
few  fines  and  forfeitures  they  bare  inconed,  ana 
then  compare  them  with  any  class  of  ettiaeasyott 
please,  and  you  will,  I  am  confident,  Mr.  Chur- 
man  J  exculpate  them  from  such  disingenuous  ie- 
flections  as  have  been  animadverted  npon  ia  tte 
Committee.  Sir,  they  make  it  a  point  of  honor 
to  discourage  smuggling,  knowing  the  whole  rev- 
enue of  their  country  to  depend  upon  that  fidelitr 
which  they  have  never  ceased  to  incakate.  I 
cannot  but  persuade  myself  that  on  matizre  ra- 
flection^  gentlemen  will  not  withhold  firaNB  that 
class  of  the  community  the  protection  gvaiantied 
to  them  by  the  constitution  of  their  coaatry.  It 
is  a  fact  well  known  to  this  Committee  that  the 
Federal  Constitntien,  under  which  we  now  hold 
our  seats  in  this  Hous^,  grew  out  of  the  great  ia- 
conveniences  we  then  experienced  in  oor  coo- 
mercial  afbirs  with  foreign  nations.  Snrely  they 
are  not  outlawed.  I  trust  not  sir.  I  hope  better 
treatment  from  the  hands  of  my  country. 

I  now  come  to  the  true  hbtory  and  the  cause 
of  the  aggressions  of  Gkeat  Britain.  It  is  Tery  dif- 
ficult to  trace  her  in  all  her  ramifications  ctf  Inod 
on  your  neutrality  and  of  injustice  on  your  eom- 
merce.  Sir,  when  the  present  continental  coali- 
tion was  concluded,  the  *'  lords  of  the  ocean"  with 
that  colossus  the  East  India  Company,  the  mer- 
chants trading  from  London  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  the  West  India  merchants,  and  some  of 
our  honest  adopted  citizens  from  Great  Britain, 
all  agreed  with  common  consent  to  be  in  the  fash- 
ion; and  they  formed  a  coalition  against  your  com.* 
merce,  and  ordered  a  book  to  be  written,  in  which 
they  took  a  conspicuous  part,  called  ^  War  in  Di^ 
guise."  This  was  truly  on  their  part  soar ia<ft«- 
gtMAS,  and  the  first  act  of  hostility  they  commenced 
upon  your  unsuspecting  commerce;  and  I  hope 
thev  niay  ultimately  meet  the  fate  of  all  other 
coalition^  at  least  as  far  as  respects  our  country. 
Thev  had  ordered^  as  all  coalitions  dc^  a  large 
supply  of  amitiuoition ;  one  hundred  thousand 
copies  of  this  instrument  of  death  to  ytmr  coai* 
merce  were  distributed,  at  sixpence  each,  to  all 
parts  of  the  British  dominions,  m  order  that  yoor 
property  might  be  plundered  for  the  use  of  the 
naval  commanders,  who  could  no  longer  find  any 
other  property  on  the  ocean.  This  book  says, "  they 
must  retire  on  a  handsome  competency  at  the  dose 
of  the  war,"  no  matter  from  whom  it  is  taken. 

Next  comes  the  East  India  Company,  that  colos- 
sus  of  mercantile  avarice,  whose  monopoly  draws 
into  its  vortex  all  the  demand  for  East  India  jwj- 
duce  in  Europe.  Your  lawful  commerce  to  tiiose 
markets  interfered  with  them,  and  was  considered 
incompatible  with  this  monopoly  and  must  be 
doomed  to  destraction» 

Next  come  the  merchants  trading  from  London 
to  the  continent  of  EurOpe.  They  attend  the 
public  auctions,  purchase  your  condbmocd  Tends 
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and  their  cargoes,  proeure  a  license  from  their 
QoreromcDC;  and  send  tbe  same  cargo  on  their  own 
account  to  t&e  very  market  yonr  own  citizens  in- 
tended it  for. 

I  now  come  to  some  of  those  honest  adopted 
British  merchants;  and  in  order  to  elucidate  that 
subject,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  first  houses  of  respectahility  in 
London,  said  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  Min- 
ster: 

*^  This  Oovsmaent  has  granted  Ucenses  to  nentnl 
rsisels,  who  take  in  a  proportion  of  their  cargoes  in 
Sreat  Britain,  to  proceed  to  the  Spanish  ooloaieo  to  the 
louth  of  the  line,  provided  the  leturned  cargoes  are  to 
w  brought  to  this  ooontry ;  and  I  have  now  several  ex- 
>editioxis  of  this  nature  under  my  direction  for  the  ac- 
x>ant  of  houses  on  the  continent,  who  prefer  subjecting 
hemselves  to  the  conditions  Ministers  have  imposed 
or  the  toleration  of  that  trade,  to  the  risk  of  detention 
md  its  consequences  even  in  the  event  of  reititution." 

This  is  no  fiction,  sir,  it  is  .a  fact.  It  cuts  your 
•ommerce  like  a  two-edged  sword,  involves  your 
leutrality,  and  prevents  your  own  merchants  from 
^ing  to  the  same  market,  the  profit  on  which 
iltimately  centres  in  Great  Britain.  There  are 
It  this  moment  British  agents  in  two  ofyourcom- 
nercial  cities,  and  I  suppose  more  in  other  parts 
>f  the  United  States  as  well  as  in  Europe,  for  they 
iwarm  on  the  industry  of  all  nations.  They  are 
icting  in  concert  to  carry  on  thi5  licensed  trade 
ivith  the  Spanish  colonies,  their  enemies  jeopard- 
zing  your  neutrality,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the 
eal  American  merchants.  This  is  a  very  valua- 
>le  branch  of  commerce^  as  you  may  readily  sup- 
pose from  the  price  that  sagacious  calculating  na^ 
;iou  sets  upon  it.  What  is  the  result  of  all  this  ? 
Why^  sir,  if  it  were  not  for  the  interference  of  this 
rery  Government,  so  much  extolled  at  the  expense 
>f  your  own,  we  should  enjoy  the  benefit  ourselves, 
rhey  themselves  license  vessels  to  carry  on  a 
somnaerce,  which  if  pursued  by  your  citizens, 
without  their  permission,  is  sure  to  be  plundered, 
rUus,  sir,  that  Qovernment  assails  your  commerce 
It  home,  and  condemns  it  abroad,  on  the  most 
rexatious  and  unwarrantable  pretensions. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  an  important  fact.  Examine  your 
reaty  with  Spain,  your  treaty  with  France,  your 
reaty  with  Holland,  your  treaties  with  some  of 
he  Northern  Powers,  what  do  they  say?  "Free 
ihips  make  free  goods."  What  does  Great  Brit- 
lin  say  ?  "  Yon  shall  give  up  the  goods  of  my 
enemies,"  and  you  accede  to  it.  Is  this  recipro- 
cal ?  Is  it  just  1  Is  it  not  a  humiliating  conces- 
ion?  Is  this  cause  of  war?  What  says  that 
>racle,  that  celebrated  pamphlet,  on  this  occasion  ? 
Mot  a  word,  sir;  it  is  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Who 
low  has  the  greatest  cause  of  complaint  Great 
Britain  or  her  enemies?  Her  motto  is  "  Uniyer- 
tal  domination  over  the  seas" — the  common  high- 
way of  ail  nations — and,  unless  you  assert  your 
rights,  you  will  be  swept  into  the  general  vortex. 
We  are  told  that  this  is  a  war  measure.  If  it  be 
true,  and  commercial  regulations  are  of  that  na- 
ture, we  are  at  war  with  Great  Briuin  at  this 
very  moment  for  she  imposes  four  per  cent,  on 


her  exports  to  our  country.  You  cannot  impose 
any  on  your  exports  to  that  country ;  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional. 

In  the  course  of  debate  on  this  subject,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia  observed:  ''Is 
*  there  a  man  so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  we 
'  possess  a  capital  not  only  equal  to  what  may  be 
^  called  our  own  proper  trade,  but  large  enough 
<  to  transmit  to  the  respective  parent  States  the 
'  vastf  wealthy  products  of  the  French,  Spanish, 
'  and  Dutch  colonies  ?"  I  will  not  pretend  to  say 
how  much  of  this  wealth  we  do  carry  in  our  own 
vessels.  I  am  sure  we  do  not  transport  the  whole 
of  it ;  but  the  followio|^  statement  of  the  capital 
employed  in  the  carrying  trade,  (so  called,)  will 
show  that  we  have  sufficient  funds  to  load  oar 
own  vessels,  and  that  it  is  worth  our  while  togire 
it  protection : 

Agieeablj  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tieasary's  report,  H 
appears  we  had  the  last  year,  97S,000  tons  d  sUp- 
puig  esaplojed  in  foreign  commerce^  the  net  revenue 
of  which  has  been  called  the  cenying  timde 

•850,000 

Bednct,  to  make  it  average  with  the  tonnage 
of  the  last  thirteen  years  of  neutrali^      -    106,000 

746,000 


Five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons  of  American 
shipping  have  been  employed  in  foreign  commerce, 
per  Treasury  reports,  will  average  for  the  last  thir> 
teen  years  neutrality,  calculating  at  the  low  estima* 
tion  of  one  voyage  per  annum  (some  vessels  make 
two  voyages,  and  omen  are  lost,)  it  will  leave  an 
average  of  fourteen  dollars  per  ton  net  gain  to  the 
United  States  for  each  year,  is     -        -  97,700,000 


Freight  to  Europe,  average 

Bast  Indies,  do 60 

West  Indies,  do 15 

07 
Deduct  wages,  provisions,  commissions,  insurance, 
Sui. 45 

Average  per  ten  •       •  •  4S 

Calculating  thirteen  yean  of  neutrality,  from  Febma- 
zy,  179^  to  Febroaiy,  1806,  on  660,000  tons,  the 
average,  as  above  stated,  makes  $8,446,000  per  an- 
num, gained  in  the  carrying  trade.  It  must  be  un* 
derstood  that  the  freight  is  oilculated  on  the  produee 
of  our  own  soil,  as  well  as  the  foraign  produce  car- 
ried in  our  -vessels.  No  raforence  to  profit  is  made ; 
it  ii  uncertain,  but  may  be  presumed  to  bo  at  least 
as  much  as  the  freight      -        -        -  $104^446,000 

Add  to  this,  aboat  the  actual  capital  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  United  States  -     36,000,000 

To  this  must  be  added  fifty  per  cent.,  as 
most  of  the  banks  divide  from  eight  to 
nine  per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  as  they 
are  only  allowed  six  per  oent.  per  an- 
num on  the  capital,  they  most  of  ooune 
loan  out  this  amount  to  the  merchants 
and  others,  which  answen  all  the  puz^ 
poees  of  money         ....     17,600,000 

Total     .-..'..   166,046^000 
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Is  not  this  sufficient  capital  to  export  tbe  pro- 
-fluce  of  our  own  soil,  and  import  that  of  other 
nations,  at  least  so  far  as  our  tonnage  extends  ? 
There  may  be  some  inaccuracies  in  the  abore 
statements,  but  I  believe  they  are  substantially 
correct. 

That  celebrated  book,  "War  in  Disgvise''— the 
oracle  of  some  gentlemen — asserts  that  we  do  not 
use  sugar  in  this  country.  How  far  that  is  true, 
I  will  leave  the  Committee  to  decide.  I  believe 
when  the  premises  are  found  to  be  false,  we  may 
conclude  tnat  very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
the  other  assertions.  I  believe,  sir,  that  this  book 
was  designed  to  operate  a  double  purjpose;  first, 
to  attack  your  f  omoMree  with- one  hand,  and  with 
the  other  throw  the  firebrand  between  your  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  interests. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  about  a  foreisn  Gkivem- 
'men t  fighting  fo r  its  very-existence.  I  beli«ve  it ; 
'but,  sir,  I  entreat  them  to  look  at  home.  See  what 
this  book  and  the  emissaries  of  that  nraticfn  aim  to 
accomplish;  Beware  df  them !  I  believe  it  is  a 
deadly  blow  aimed  at  your  own  existence  by  pro- 
moting discord  and  dissensions  among  the  clash- 
ing interiests  of  your  extensive  country,  the  issue 
Qf  whicli  no  human  foresight  can  preaict. 

After  all  this,  shall  we  not  relieve  our  citizens 
who  are  held  in  slavery?  Shall  we  let  commerce 
protect  itself  9  Shall  we  do  nothing  t  Yes,  sir, 
we  will  demand  satisfaction.  The  love  of  coun- 
]try  is  not  yet  extinguished  in  the  breast  of  Amer- 
icans. No,  sir,  it  is  their  birthright;  it  is  inhe- 
rent in  their  very  nature. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deat<|bout  neutral  eights 
among  nations^.  There  is  no  such  ihing  at  this 
.4ay.  Sir,  I  consider  them  all  alike.  Power  is 
right.    The  following  will  show  it: 

The  ship  Little  Cornelia,  belonging  to  the  dis- 
trict which  1  haye  the  honpr  to  represent,  was 
.taken  and  carried  into  Great  Britain.    The  cap- 
•lain  informed  his  owner  she  was  likely  to  be  con- 
detaoed*    The  news  of  the  iMbpitMlaUonof  •UUn 
<mruves}  the  decree  of -the  Court  of  Admiradty  is 
•aiispended.    A  few  days  afterwards  Lord  Nelson's 
Yietory 4s  aimou need; -and,  when  the  vpnxt  met, 
'ahe  was  condemned,  vessel  and  cargo.    You  can 
^notadre  depend  vpon  fbediMnrtiies  df  :her  Couvis 
^f  Admiralty  then  fon  ean  ui^on  her  Ministry. 
'Witvess  the  correstwiidemce  between  your  late 
"MiirisUer,  Mr.  Kinflr,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury .   Sir, 
^here  is  a  ktnd  of  legerdemain  in  alt  this  business 
lo'fiJch  you  of  ytiur  property.  Sir  William  Scott, 
•  Whose  private  character  (out  of  office)  is  very 
mtich  respected,  is,  if  I  tim  correctly  informed, 
one  of  the  Privy  Council;  and  ills  there,  sir,  that 
your  neutral  rights  are  arbitrated,  according  to 
the  favorable  or  adverse  news  they  may  have  re- 
ceived. 

Sir,  I  will  not  pledge  myself  for  this  gentle- 
man's or  thjU  gentleiaao's  resolution;  but,  sir,  I 
will  agree  to  adopt  such  strong  imeasarea^as  shall 
command  redress.  I  will  Aot  tamely  ta«ihnitt  to 
such  lawless  aggrtteions.  Ko,  sir,  i  will  not. 
Wit  airetnotsent'Eere-to  legislate  for  aoy  pnniou- 
•4ar  seetion  of  our  country;  we  are  sent  to  promote 
4ke  geoetal^elAire.  -I  hope,  and  do  repose  that 


confidence  in  this  honorable  body,  that  we  shall 
unite  in  one  common  cause,  and  rally  round  oor 
Constitution;  ffive  protection  to  the  North,  to  the 
South,  to  the  Bast,  and  to  the  West ;  nod,  as  tbe 
storm  threatens,  pkce  fbtll  powers  in  the  bBads  of 
our  politieol  captain  to  guide  the  sbip^  weather 
out  the  storm,  and  conduct  the  bark  to  her  de* 
sired  haven. 

Mr.  OBANnLBR.'^Mr.  Ghairman,  vii«cc«ioiBed 
as  I  am  to  public  speaking,  it  is  with  extreme  dif- 
fidence that  I  rise  to  man  a  ftw  obom  anions  on 
the  raeasuree  now  under  consideralioo ;  boi  the 
subject  ts  so  imiNXtant  that  I  am  unwiUing  to 
give  a  ^ent  vote. 

It  appears  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  tlie  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  before  me,  that  we  hare 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  Great  Br/faia ; 
that  she  has  impressed  our  seamen  and  competed 
them  to  serve  on  board  her  ships  of  war,  to  the 
number  of  several  thousand;  that  she  holds  them 
in  the  most  -  degrading  servitude,  and  compeb 
them  to  fight  her  battles  against  a  nattcm  wrth 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  that  she  has  seized 
and  condemned,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  usage,  our  snips  and  property  to  a  very  large 
amount.  This  fact^  Mr.  Chairman,  is  so  evident 
and  notorious,  that  it  would  be  trifling  with  the 
time  of  this  Committee,  were  I  to  attempt  to  in- 
troduce new  evidence  to  prove  it. 

This  point  being  conceded^  it  then  remains  to 
be  determined  whether  we  will  tamely  sabrait  to 
these  wanton  aggressions  upon  our  rights  as  aa 
independent  and  a  neutral  nation,  or  have  recourse 
to  measures  of  some  kind  calculated  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  fntma. 
The  first.  Mr.  Chairman,  ought  to  be  pat  out  of 
the  question.  To  submit,  without  oppositioo,  Co 
so  wanton  and  so  flagrant  violation  of  oar  r^hts, 
would  Tender  us  unworthy  the  name  of  Ameri- 
cans. For  what  did  we  contend  with  this  same 
<lTeat  Britain  in  1775  and  the  succeedhig  years? 
When  we  were  few  in  numbers,  and  at  m  with- 
out arms,  without  ammunition,  without  nsoney, 
or  other  established  resources,  and  wrthont  allies  1 
Sir,  a  Warren,  a  McClary.  a  Mont|gofflery,  a 
Mercer,  and  a  host  of  heroes,  fone^t,  and  bled, 
and  died-^for  what  ?  For  the  rights^  the  libei^ 
ties,  the  freedom,  and  independence  or  our  coun- 
try. And  -shall  we,  Mr.  Chairmnn,  wttbont  one 
effort,  surrender  those  dear-bought  rights  and 
privileges,  the  price  of  which  was  the  best  blood 
of  our  countrymen?  No,  sir,  we  «hall  not,  we 
wfH  not  do  it;  our  faces  would  be  covered  with 
shame^  and  disgrace  as  well  as  iojury  descend  to 
our  children.  But,  sir,  this  Committee  w^i  11  not 
consent  to  a  surrender  of  those  rights,  which  ther 
are  constituted  to  guard  and  protect.  They  will 
I  presume,  at  least  a  great  majority  of  them,  be 
disposed  to  take  measures  sumctently  strong  to 
compel  that  haughty  nation  to  do  qs  jaatiee. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  only  diffifireaee  in 
opinion  with  most  of  us  is,  what  measvres  will  he 
most  likely  to  have  the  desired  effect,  with  the 
least  injury  to  ourselves.  For  my  own  pafn  I 
was  in  nivor  of  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  gentleman 'from  'Penneylvaaia.    I  aUodeto 
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the  oae  which  has  heen  several  days  under  dis- 
cussion. I  was  in  favor  of  it,  because  I  believe  it 
would  be  the  most  effectual ;  and  no  man  I  think 
can  doubt  our  right  to  adopt  such  a  measure,  it 
being  only  a  commercial  regulation,  such  as  every 
independent  nation  may  rightfully  make  when- 
ever her  interest  or  convenience  require  it.  It 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  likely  to  effect  our 
object,  because  it  would  most  deeply  touch  that 
tender  point,  their  interest;  and  it  is  their  in- 
terest which  governs  them.  If  we  forsake  their 
workdiops^  and  warehouses,  it  will  materially 
affect  their  mapulactures  and  trade.  Indeed,  to 
use  the  lanffuage  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, it  wDl  reach  the  vitals  of  her  commerce ; 
and  if  it  were  to  go  to  the  vitals  of  their  nation, 
the  fault  is  not  ours;  they  are  the  aggressors,  we 
act  on  the  defensive  only.  If^  sir,  that  nation  has 
two  million  of  pc;ople  employed  in  the  cloth  man- 
ufacture alone,  as  was  stated  by  a  gentleman 
from  Marvlanu,  (which  number,  however,  I  think 
too  large,^  she  must  at  least  have  four  millions 
ill  the  whde  employed  in  manufactui^s  of  all 
kinds.  We  take  rrom  her  of  these  manu&ctures 
to  the  amount  of  thirty  millions  aunually — a  mar- 
ket for  which  she  eannot  find  elsewhere*  Inter- 
dict the  importation  of  her  goods,  and  what  is  tlie 
consequence  ?  She  cannot  pay,  and  therefore  can- 
not employ  her  workmen.  She  will  not  find  her 
account  in  manufacturing  goods  annually  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
she  can  find  a  market  for;  therefore  her  work- 
men, at  least  one  million  of  theniy  will  be  out  of 
employment.  How  are  they  to  subsist?  How 
can  they.get  their  bread  ?  Other  means  they  have 
not;  they  cannot  fiAd  any  other  occupation;  and, 
if  they  could,  th^y  are  not  fitted  for  them.  This 
derangement  of  business  most  be  severely  felt; 
their  m^chantsandmanufacturenwiUjI  believe, 
be  persuasive  advocates  for  us.  They  will  feel 
the  evil,  and  will  powerfully  press  the  Goverti- 
ment  to  do  us  justice.  The  Minister  will  be  con- 
vinced of  the  danger.  |ie  will  be  careful  not  to 
suffer  our  custom  to  be  diverted  from  Eoj^land ; 
for  he  knows  if  the  ehannel  of  our  trade  is  once 
turned,  it  will  not  easily,  if  ever^  be  restored.  He 
will  pause  before  he  Qnally  drives  his  best  cus- 
tomer to  the  necessity  of  leaving  him ;  for  he  can- 
not be  ignorant  that  our  trade,  consisting  of  the 
exportation  of  raw  materials,  and  the  importation 
of  wrought  manufaotores,  will  be  courted  by  other 
nations,  who  will  soon -find  it  for  their  interest  to 
accommodate  us  with  a  supply  of  our  demands 
on  satisfactory  terms.  I  eonsider,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  oar  commerce  is  and  will  be  so  available  to 
the  nations  of  £^rope,  as  to  furnish  us  the  means 
of  commanding  respect  and  procuring  justice  by 
commercial  regtilations.  I  have  no  fear  that  Great* 
Britain  will  venture  on  a  war  with  us;  but  if, 
from  a  predetermination  to  quarrel  with  us  at  all 
events,  she  should  make  a  oommercial  regulation, 
or  any  other  of  our  measures,  a  pretext  for  hos- 
tilities, notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  by  certain  gentlemen,  to 
disparage  the  Iroops  or  militia  of  our  own  coun* 
try,  and  of  our  weaknessi  ia£i«iority,and  inability 


to  defend  ourselves,  and  to  prove  the  invincible 

Sower  of  Great  Britain,  yet  I  trust  she  would  still 
nd  us  Americans. 

Have  gentlemen,  who  speak  so  degradingly  of 
the  American  character,  forgoiteo  Buoker's  Hill, 
Bennington.  Semen's  HeignL  Saratoga,  Eutaw 
Springs,  King's  Mountain,  Torktown,  Tripoli, 
Derne,  and  many  other  places,  which  have  wit- 
nessed the  heroism  of  our  citizen  soldiers  and 
seamen  1  If  they  have.  Great  Britain  has  not,  nor 
has  the  American  nation.  Our  country  pos-. 
sesses  ample  means  of  defence,  and  will  be  found 
to  have  spirit  enough  to  use  them  when  necessity 
requires  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  measures  we  may 
adopt,  I  consider  it  of  importance  that  we  should 
enter  upon  them  with  a  majority  as  nearlv  ap- 
proaching to  unanimity  as  possible,  and,  tnere- 
fore,  although  I  should  prefer  a  total  non-importa- 
tion to  this  proposition  for  prohibiting  certain 
enumerated  articles  of  British  manufactures,  yet 
as  the  principle  is  the  same,  and  the  difference  is 
only  in  the  degree  of  its  application,  I  am  willing 
to  meet  other  gentlemen  on  this  middle  ground. 
Perhaps  this  measure  may  prove  efficacious ;  if 
so  we  shall  be  satisfied ;  if  not,  I  ];)resume  the  na- 
tion and  Congress,  at  another  session,  will  be  pre* 
pared  and  determined  to  have  recourse  to  such 
measures  as  the  Grod  of  .nature  has  placed  within 
our  power  to  protect  our  national  rights.  Under 
,  this  impression  I  shall  gi^t  my  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution, and  wait  the  event. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPfl.— I  should  have  been  better 
pleased  if  the  gentleman  who  has,  so  eloquently 
painted  the  wrongs  which  we  have  received  from 
Britain  had^  instead  of  tellins  us  of  the  disease, 
pointed  out  the  remedy.  The  gentleman  a  few 
days  ago  offered  himself  as  a  collateral  security 
for  the  facts  stated  by  the  {^resident  and  our  illus- 
trious Minister  at  the  Court  of  London.  Did  the 
gentleman  believe  that  what  we  could  not  take 
from  them,  we  should  accept  from  him  ?  That 
our  commerce  has  been  pirated  upon  and  our 
seamen  impressed  we  all  knew  before.  But  where 
is  the  remedy  ?  Gentlemen  say  they  are  for  taking 
commandinff  Aground,  that  will  insure  respect. 
Where  is  it  ?  Let  them  give  in  their  project.  Is 
this  the  remedy,  or  is  this  the  time  ?  Gentlemen 
tell  us  we  ought  not  to  stop  short  of  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future.  Are  they 
then  for  going  to  war  with  Britain  on  the  same 
ground  which  Mr.  Pitt  took  with  the  French  tie- 
public  ?  Do  they  expect  success  in  their  project  ? 
And  isrpeace  to  be  destroyed,' and  the  interests  of 
this  people  compromitted,  until  what  they  please 
to  call  indemnity  and  securitv  shall  be  obtained  ? 
Are  they  forgoing  to  war  with  Spain  and  France, 
and  making  a  similar  convention  with  them  that 
we  seme  time  since  made  with  Britain  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  our  commerce,  and  then  by  a 
kind  of  legerdemain  draw  from  our  own  pockets 
wherewith  to  pay  for  those  very  spoliations?  Is 
this  the  indemnity  they  expect  to  obtain?  I  want 
none  of  it,  I  ^almost  dread  to  see  a  convention 
with  any  Power  across  the  Atlantic,  with  a  stipu- 
lation to  pay  money,  as  I  fear  its  only  tendency 
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would  be  to  deprive  us  of  that  we  have  left. 
Make  any  sort  of  convention  vou  please,  and 
somethiug^  will  scarcely  fail  to  fall  out  between 
the  cup  and  the  lip,  by  which  you  will  have  to 
pay  the  debts  due  to  you  by  others.  By  some 
sort  of  legerdemain,  the  money  of  your  bona  fide 
citizens  will  get  into  the  pockets  of  your  di- 
plomatists or  their  creatures  on  this  and  the 
other  side  of  the  water,  into  the  hands  of  bureau 
men.  of  counting-house  politicians.  But  I  find 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say,  because  I  am  indis- 
posed to^o  to  war,  I  am  the  advocate  and  apolo- 
gist of  Qreat  Britain ;  and  because  I  quote  the 
able  pamphleteer,  who  stands  forth  the  godfather 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  I  abjure  them ; 
and  so  far  from  costing  me  six  cents,  they  cost 
me  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  I  consider  that  a 
better  bargain  than  the  other  pamphlet,  which  did 
not  co:it  me  a  sous.  Am  I  to  be  considered  as 
the  apologist  of  Britain,  because  the  defence  of 
this  country  has  been  committed  to  weak  advo- 
cates, or  because  its  cause  has  been  weakly  de- 
fended or  treacherously  abandoned?  No;  I  am 
the  advocate  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times — 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  people — of  common 
sense — of  expediency.  What  does  the  gentleman 
from  New  Y  ork  tea  you  ?  I  admire  the  resent- 
ment be  feels  for  the  wrongs  committed  on  our 
country,  and  I  entertain  a  respect  for  him.  He 
tells  you  everything  I  have  told  you*^that  Ameri- 
can merchants  are  employed  in  covering  enemy's 
property.  No,  he  draws  a  distinction  between 
native  and  adopted  merchants ;  and  says  that  he 
considers  the  latter  as  the  rpot  of  the  evil.  I 
agree  that  this  trade  is  carried  on  by  foreigners 
naturalized  among  us.  But  the  gentleman  says 
the  other  nations  of  Europe  treat  us  on  the  prin* 
ciple  that  free  ships  make  free  goods;  while 
Great  Britain  treats  us  on  the  opposite  principle, 
and  contends  for  the  principle  of  contraband  of 
war,  and  the  liability  of  enemy's  property  to 
seizure.  Why  is  there  this  difference  ?  Because 
those  who  treat  on  the  principle  of  the  mare  Zt- 
berum  find  it  their  interest  to  treat  on  this  prin- 
ciple. But  do  they  who  have  the  mastery  of  the 
ocean  consider  it  as  their  interest  ?  And  yet  the 
gentleman  arraigns  one  country  for  being  gov-> 
erned  by  her  own  interest,  while  he  applauds  an- 
other for  beinfif  governed  by  the  same  feelings. 

But  the  gentleman  says  the  Federal  Constitution 
grew  out  of  commerce.  Indeed !  I  have  always 
understood  it  grew  out  of  the  feeble  and  lax  state 
of  our  Federation.  I  have  no  doubt  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  and  the  hope  of  obtaining  an 
adequate  revenue,  aided  its  formation.  But  will 
the  gentleman  undertake  to  say  the  Constitution 
was  made  to  give  us  the  mastery  of  the  seas?  If 
so,  I  will  be  fflad  to  see  how  he  makes  it  out.  Will' 
he  say  the  finger  of  Heaven  points  to  war? 

The  gentleman  informs  us  that  Great  Britain 
lays  an  export  duty.    This  is  the  best  reason  the 

fentleman  could  have  urged  against  his  own  idea, 
t  proves  her  conviction  that  no  other  nation  can 
rival  her  in  her  manufactures.  But  it  is  said  you 
cannot  lay  such  a  duty  on  your  articles.  Thank 
God,  you  cannot— may  it  always  be  so.    In  the 


first  session  in  which  I  was  in  Congress,  I  heard 
a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  then  in  the  Cliazr 
of  this  House,  deplore  our  inability  to  carry  on 
war  measures  with  France,  when,  if  we  eooid  ooir 
have  laid  a  duty  of  one  or  two  dollars  a  hogsheady 
on  tobacco,  we  might  have  been  enabled  to  cany 
them  on.  I  said,  then.  I  was  glad  we  were  prohifcK 
ited  from  laying  such  a  duty.  I  now  say  so.  I 
think  it  the  wisest  provision  in  the  Constitstion. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
lived,  or  ever  will  live,  that  the  cause  of  the  lA- 
vantages  of  England  over  France  in  1796.  was, 
that  France,  instead  of  being  satisfied  witn  her 
superiority  on  the  continent,  by  attempting  to  par 
tect  commerce  and  distant  colonies,  strove  for  the 
mastery  of  the  sea.  This  infatoation  carried  her 
from  her  proper  element  and  enabled  Grrat  Brit- 
ain to  aggrandize  herself  on  the  ocean.  The  mo- 
ment that  France  attempts  to  cope  with  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  she  lays  bare  the  heel  of 
Achilles,  and  exposes  ner  most  vnlnerable  point  to 
her  adversarv ;  and  this  it  was  that  in  the  opin- 
ion  of  Chatham,  turned  the  fate  ox  that  war  so 
memorably  conducted  under  his  auspices.  Bat  it 
seems  the  late  news  from  Europe  is  to  have  some 
effects  on  our  discussions.  On  this  news  the  fate 
of  this  nation  is  to  be  suspended.  Bat,  from  iti 
complexion,  I  draw  a  conclusion  diametrically  op- 
posite from  that  inferred  by  sentlemen.  I  cannot 
nelp  it.  €kntlemen  may  call  me  a  British  parti- 
san, as,  when  the  doors  were  closed,  they  called  me 
a  Spanish  partisan  \  or  as,  when  I  first  came  into 
public  life,  I  was  called  a  French  partisan.  Be  it 
so.  I  cannot  ame  to  take  these  measures  for  the 
defence  of  a  trade  which  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  eiffht  per  cent,  upon  our  whole  commerce. 
For  sucn  is  the  state  or  oar  tonnage,  that  the  for- 
eign tonnage  does  not  exceed  fourteen  per  cent,  of 
the  whole.  What  is  our  fair  proportion  ?  Fifty 
per  cent.  Instead  of  this,  we  nave  eightjr-five  pear 
cent.,  and  for  the  other  fourteen.  For  this  grasp- 
all,  lose-all  principle,  the  nation  is  now  to  be 
plunged  into  a  war.  I%iy  I  am  unwilling  to  grasp 
at  a  shadow  and  lose  the  substance — to  jeop^ize 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
But,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  this  business,  I  hope  to  see  one  thing 
done  before  we  rise :  I  hope  to  see  the  resolution 
which  was  under  consideration  yesterday  acted 
on  affirmatively  or^negatively,  or  withdrawn;  aad 
not  for  a  light  reason.  It  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
on  the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce.  It 
has  already  depressed  the  prices  of  your  rice,  cot- 
ton, flour,  and  tobacco.  And  I  am  astonished  to 
see  measures  permitted  to  be  hung  up  tn  terrorem 
for  no  possible  good  purpose  whatever. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  given  os 
an  animated  picture  of  the  despotism  of  the  Brit- 
ish on  the  ocean.  Would  that  that  despotism  did 
not  exist!  But  will  the  gentleman,  supposing 
success  on  our  part  possible,  say,  that  if  we  suc- 
ceed in  breaking  down  the  tyranny  of  Great  Brit- 
Iain  on  the  ocean,  Another  Power  will  not  succeed 
to  its  mastery  ?  No ;  its  only  effect  will  be,  that 
the  same  Power  which  is  now  the  tyrant  ol  the 
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land,  will  be  then  also  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean.    It 
will  be  still  her  interest  to  drive  as  from  the  ocean ; 
to  yex  and  oppress  our  trade — there  will  be  only  a 
chsDge  of  masters— with  this  difference,  that  there 
will  remain  no  Power  to  balance  that  of  oar  ene- 
my.   But  gentlemen  reiterate  the  question,  Will 
you  do  nothing?    I  have  always  thought  it  better 
to  remain  idle  than  to  do  what  would  be  worse 
than  nothing.    But  I  would  take  this  course:  I 
would  remonstrate  with  Britain ;  I  would  tell  her 
of  the  wrongs  done  to  the  American  people;  I 
would  tell  her  how  absurd  it  was  for  her,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  compel  us  to  throw  oar 
weight  into  the  scale  of  her  enemy ;  I  would  put 
this  question  home  to  her,  Are  you  mad  enough 
to  increase  the  number  of  yoar  enemies  ?    Do  you 
ralue  public  opinion  as  nothing  1    This  is  the  lan- 
guage I  would  hold,  and  would  treat  with  her  on 
fair,  on  reciprocal  princinles ;  not  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Delphic  oracle— a  reciproeitjr  to  the 
ear,  but  not  to  the  sense.    Bat,  truly,  it  gentle- 
men are  for  going  to  war.  for  enforcing  a  right  bot- 
tomed on  the  principle  that  free  ships  make  free 
Ifoods,  they  may  make  war  till  there  is  not  a  Brit- 
ish plank  on  the  ocean ;  for  they  never  will  cede, 
they  never  ought  to  cede,  this  principle.    I  say 
they  ought  not,  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  na« 
tion  will  be  goremed  by  Ministers  of  common 
sense ;  and  no  such  Minister  but  must  see  a  death- 
blow to  British  greatness  in  the  establishment  of 
it.     Are  you,  therefore,  the  advocates  of  this  na- 
tion, because  you  say  they  ought  not  to  give  up 
what  they  never  will  surrender — what  they  can- 
not give  up  without  committing  a>^  de  $$7  Yes, 
sir.  1  have  said  what  I  am  willing  to  do.  '  There 
is  a  pending  negotiation :  and«the  late  evenu  in 
Europe,  while  they  will  greatly  facilitate  that 
negotiation,  make  it  your  interest  not  to  co-oper- 
ate in  putting  down  this  people,  unless  you  think 
it  the  safest  for  the  world  that  the  sceptra  of  the 
sea  and  the  land  should  be  in  the  same  bands. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  he  was  sorry  the  Committee 
were  determined  to  press  this  subject.  He  be- 
lieved a  delay  of  four  or  five  days  would  be  im- 
portant ;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  it  would  certainly  be  unne- 
eesaary  for  the  Committee  to  rise,  with  a  view  to 
decide  upon  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Orboo.)  The  Com- 
mittee having  refused  in  the  first  instance  to  take 
np  this  resolntion,  and  having  acted  upon  that 
-which  had  been  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Nioholson ,)  was  a  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  sense  of  this  House  as  to  its  final  adop- 
tion or  rejection.  The  newspapers  emanating 
from  this  place  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
would  convey  the  sense  of  the  House  as  fully  upon 
the  resolution  as  though  a  final  vote  sboala  have 
been  taken ;  and  should  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  be  now  decided 
upon,  and  agreed  to,  every  one  would  be  satisfied 
that  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  said  it  was  time— high  tim^-that  this 
Houaa  had  eoma  to  some  datamkiatioB  opon 


important  subject.    It  was  time  that  the  public 
mind  was  put  to  rest.    It  was  time  that  the  Amer- 
ican people  were  infonned  of  the  extent  that  we 
intended  to  go,  and  of  the  steps  we  intended  to  take 
towards  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  meet  the  ag* 
gressions  committed  by  that  Government  upon 
the  commerce  of  our  country.    He  verily  did  be- 
lieve the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  the  merits  of  which  it  was  in  order 
upon  the  present  motion  to  discuss,  better  calcu- 
lated to  have  the  desired  effect  upon  that  Govern- 
ment on  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate,  than 
any  other  plan  or  project  which  had  been  submit- 
teo  or  talked  of,  inasmuch  as  it  was  only  a  com- 
mercial regulation  or  restriction  acknowledged 
by  all  Governments  in  the  world  to  be  perfectly 
within  the  control  of  every  independent  nation* 
Some  gentlemen  had  thought  it  not  sufficiently 
strong— that  something  more  efficient  should  be 
adopted.    For  his  part,  he  did  believe  it  much 
stronger,  as  to  the  effeet  it  would  have  in  bring- 
ing Great  Britain  to  terms  of  amicable  adjustment| 
than  that  which  had  been  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  was  now 
sleeping  on  the  table.    This^  Mr.  A.  said,  was  that 
kina  of  commercial  regulation  that  carried  with 
it  the  appearance  of  a  aetermination  to  persevere 
in  it ;  and,  in  his  humble  opinion,  it  was  well  cal- 
culated to  distress  that  nation  who  had  so  long 
persisted  in  a  regular  system  of  aggression  towards 
us.    On  the  contrary,  that  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
such  a  one  as  Great  Britain  would  plainly  dis* 
cover  we  ourselves  did  not  mean  to  persevere  in, 
because  it  would  readily  be  seen,  that,  while  it 
distressed  her,  it  would  be  et^juall^  ioiurious  to  us. 
Another  reason  suggested  itself  why  he  would 
prefer  the  resolution  now  under  discussion.    It 
seemed  to  be  understood,  on  all  sides,  let  which 
should  be  adopted,  or  whatever  course  should  be 
pursued,  that  no  system  was  to  go  into  operation 
immediately— that  full  time  was  to  be  given  for 
an  attempt  at  friendly  negotiation.    It  was  intend- 
ed as  an  expression  of  public  sentiment.    It  was, 
therefore,  of  great  importance  to  this  nation,  that 
the  sentiment  expressed  should  be  with  as  much 
unanimity  as  possible.    It  was  evident  to  all  that 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylvania,  from  the  violent  opposition  it  had  met 
with,  could  not,  if  carried  at  all,  be  carried  by  that 
majority  that  the  one  now  under  discussion  could* 
if,  therefore,  he  in  the  first  instance  had  been  in 
fhvor,  he  should,  after  the  discussion  which  had 
already  uken  place,  think  himself,  for  the  sake  of 
harmony  alone,  penectly  justified  in  abandoning 
it.    The  resolution  now  under  discussion,  which 
was  offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland, 
could  not  be  obiected  to,  as  the  other  had  been,  on 
the  ground  of  lU  being  in  any  manner  whatever 
calculated  to  produce  war;  if  adopted  in  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  was  submitted.    The  object  of 
the  present  resolution  is  a  prohibition  of  certain 
articles,  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  from  being  imported 
into  the  United  States;  most  of  which  articles, 
Mr.  A*  said,  he  was  advised  by  those  better  ao- 
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^uainted  thao-  himself  with  m^reaodle  transae^ 
tiODs,coa]d  be  obtained  ffom  other  coantries;  and 
those  which  coold  not  be  obtained,  we  could  either 
do  very  well  without,  or  raise  wichta  ounelres. 
What  effect,  then,  would  this  measure  have  upon 
Great  Britain?  no  person  would  deny  (hat  it 
would  lessen  in  her  own  country  the  value  of  her 
manufactures^  Whilst  our  citizens  at  home  were 
perfectly  ooatent,  the  voice  of  the  ertima,  theman* 
ttfaeturer,and  the  laborer  in  Great  Britain,  would 
be  raised  agaiest  the  agressions  oommicied  by 
their  own  Uovernment.  whieb  caused  us,  and  in 
fact  compelled  us,  in  seif-clefeace,  to  enter  into  the 
regulation  proposed. 
It  has  been  said  by  the  geatleoMa  ftcm  Georgia, 

!Mr.  EAaLT,)and  also  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
and  (Mr.  Nioholsok,)  that  the  agriculturist  was 
not  interested  in  the  carrying  trade.  Although, 
Mr.  Ai^TON  said,  he  knew  very  little  about  comr 
mereial  matters,  never  having  been  concerned  in 
mercantile  transactions,  yet  he  thougtit  he  could 
prove  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the  world,  that 
they  were  inseparably  connected  together,  aad 
the  price  which  th«  agriculturist  obtuned  for  his 
produce  greatly  depended  upon  the  encourage- 
ment and  protection  given  by  Gh)vernmeot  to  this 
▼ery  carrying  trade.  Whether  the  produ(ce  raiaed 
b^  the  eonstitnents  of  the  gentfteooan  from  Qeor- 

fia  and  the  gentlemaa  from  Maryland  is  earricd 
rst  to  the  West  Indies,  and  ezchanaed  for  arti- 
cles the  growth  and  manufacture  of  thooe  islands, 
and  tben  brought  to  this  country  and  reshipped  to 
European  roaNrets^  he  would  not  pretend  lo  aay^ 
but  this  much  he  would  say,  and  say  it-traly,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  proauce  raised  by  his  co»- 
stituents  first  foand  a  market  in  the  West  Indies, 
was  there  exchanged  for  the  productions  of  those 
islands,  aad  then  carried  to  the  mother  countries; 
ky  which  means  tke  value  was  greailv  enhaoced^ 
On  the  contrary,  if  this  tarrying  trade  shall  not 
be  protected,  ana  this  node  of  eaobaiige  of  pro* 
doce  is  put  an  end  to,  what  will  become  ofUke 
large  quantity  of  oorn  and  pork  raised  in  *  this 
eountfy,  which  inds  a  nparkcc  nowhcse  else  ?*— 
Bverjpbody  knows  thene  i«  no«  specie  in  th«ae 
islands  sunclent  to  purchase  it,  ana  if  eaxshanged 
for  West  India  prodoee,  our  markets  axe  already 
overstocked;  no  merchant  will  bay  our  produce, 
to  exchange  for  an  artlole  that  most  rot  in  his 
warehonsew  It  mast,  thevefore,  «?idebtiy  appear 
to  everybody  that  unless  our  com  and  aur  potk 
are  ez<»,hanged  for  West  India  produce,  aad  that 
prodace  permitted  to  be  sent  aliroad  to  find  a  mar- 
Met,  large  quantities  mast  and  will  be  wasted  in 
Ihe  barns  and  granaries  of  those  who  mise  it. 

It  could  not,  therefore,  Mn  A.  said,  be  expected 
from  brm,  toaboodontoGreat  Britain  thepcincipie 
by  her  contended  for,  when  the  greater  part  of  the 
))rodnce  raised  by^hts  eonstitnents  consisted  io 
Ihe  articles  of'  oorn  and  pork.  He  believed  he 
might  say  with  saf^,  that  no  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  same  extent  of  territory,  raised  an 
equal  proportion  of  those  two  articles' with  that 
he  had  the  honor  of  Tepieeenting  upon  this  floor. 
He  thought  it,  therefore,  okaily  proved,  that  if 
piodnee  of  this  oDuntry  now  carried  to  tho  Watt 


India  islands  was  to  be  disposed  of  lor  nothbg 
but  specie,  and  for  articles  which  were  only  to  li 
consumed  in  the  United  States,  that  a  great  de- 
pression of  the  price  of  our  picodace  mnst  ineviu- 
bly  follow.    On  the  contrary,  Uy  affording  a  pro- 
per and  necessary  protectioa  to  the  cmirjiummde, 
our  prod  ace  would  be  exeliai^ed  for  tJbnt  oTothera 
whick  finds  a  mariKt  in  various  paru  of  the 
world,  where  the  enterprise  of  oar  coaalif«en 
oarries  it* 

It  had  been  stated  that,  notwithstanding  any 
prohibitions  or  restsiotioas  we  may  adopt,  the 
mnnofiiotnTes  of  Great  Britain  will  find  ihair  way 
into  Oflur  country.  This,  for  an^ht  we  kaov, 
migbt  be  the  ease,  either  by  taking  a  eireaitoos 
route,  or  by  being  smuggled ;  aa4  sboold  that  be 
the  case  the  same  thing  would  attend  your  pro* 
dnce,  should  its  importation  into  Great  Brioin 
be  prohibited.  He  could  not  see  but  that  the  ac- 
eoont  on  that  score  would  be  feirly  balaaced. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  think  ihia  measwe,  i£ 
adopted  and  persevered  in,  would  have  a  material 
effect  open  the  reveaue  of  our  oonntry.  Gentle* 
men  were  alarmed  lest  that  systemi  which  had 
been  in  his  opinion  so  wisely  established  by  this 
Gk>vernment  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  national 
debt,  should  be  broken  in  upon,  and  oonse<|ttently 
an  increase  of  the  national  debt  be  the  effect,  u 
in  his  opinion  this  measure  would  endanger  the  sys* 
temof  eztiosnishMDig  that  debt»  he  would  be  one  of 
the  last  men  found  in  supporting  it;  andhe  heUeved, 
weak  and  delicate  as  his  constitution  appeared  to 
be,  that  by  a  firm  adherence  to  the  sYsteo.  esub- 
Usiked,  he  should  live  to  see  the  debt  nanlly  wiped 
away.  The  system  for  extiogushing  the  national 
debt  had,  when  adpnted.  his  heaHv  assent,  and  it 
was  with  pleasure  tW  he  looked  back  to  the  vote 
he  had  given  upon  that  oecasioa* 

If  gentlemen  will  give  thom^ves  tk^  tcoohle 
to  examine  the  at^rerat  articles  oentemplated  to  be 
prohibited  by  this  iiesolution,  they  wtU  find  that 
on  the  snbjeel  of  wooUen-cloths  there  is  a  hlank  in 
the  resolttiion,  which  he  hoped  would  hi  fiUed 
with  such  a  earn  as  would  admit  the  inuwitation 
of  all  sAKch  woolken  cloths  ns  were  foand  amlmely 
necessary  for  clcthing  the  laboring  part  ef  the 
eommanity ;  fine  «lotbs  would  be  ohtainpd  horn 
oithei  countries  and  aa  theoft  no  dimincaion  of 
doty  wodld  tase  place;  the  re  venue  of  coarse 
wottkl  not  he  affected  oa  the  ertide  of  wooUea 
cloths.  He  Wt0uld  not,  however,  exanaioe  at  this 
time  tbeaeveialartscleasepaiately,  as  this  oould  be 
(better  attended  to  at,a  fntstte  stage  of  the  business, 
after  the  principle  ahonld  be  decided,  if  the 
other  hlajnk  iatfae  resohltion  shoaU  befilled  with 
the  first  of  December  or  January  next,  he  could 
sea  no  necessity  for  delaying  a  decision,  as  the 
time  for  the  eysteai^  to  go  into  operatioa  woold 
a£K>rd  ample  time  for  an  attcoBipt  at  negattation. 

Fsom  what  had  iallen  from  his  celleages^  the 
henerable  Speaker,  upon  the  other  resolution,  he 
supposed  he  was  against  the  one  now  nndei  dis- 
easstf)tt.  Although  the  honorable  Speaker  and 
himself  were  near  neighbors,  yet  the  interest  of 
those  they  represented  might  be  very  diffefenti 
and  Wiethe. i&peeker,  t»  pro(eaiag  the  imerfft 
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of  kiB  coostkvelits,  thoogbl  it  best  to  abtvdoa  the 
principle  cooteiHled  for,  he,  Mr.  A.,  thou^t  it 
all  important  to  his  constituents  not  to  abandon 
it ;  and  although  he  difS^red  rery  widely  from  his 
coI)ea£^ue  upon  the  present  question,  he  hoped  he 
shouJd  be  found  at  all  times  supporting  such 
measures  as  should  not  abandon  the  interest  of 
those  he  represented,  whatever  might  be  the  re- 
spect he  had  for  the  interest  and  opinion  of 
others.  He  thought  it  unnecessary  for  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  to  have  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
lefeofdiog  himself  against  a  eharse  oi  incoasis- 
;ency,  for  «Tery  person  knew,  without «  defence, 
hat  his  ikfonoiakle  eolleagne  waa  conMsteney  iv* 
lelf. 

Mr.  AiMPon  eoncladed  bf  obscrvinff.  (hat  ai- 
:hough  it  had  been  asked  in  tie  preeeat  diaciissios, 
f  we  were  ready  to  pfonge  the  natioa  into  war, 
16  he  did  not  beiiete  it  was  intended  to  apply  to 
:he  present  resolution^  he  thought  it  unneeessary 
o  make  any  remarks  m  reply  to  this  question. 

Mr.  Shili£  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
ise.  He  said  he  bad  heard  no  arguments  urged 
n  favor  of  the  motion,  which  bad  any  weight  | 
md  the  late  events  in  Burope.  sofarfVom  recom- 
aending  delay,  enforced  the  propriety  of  protnpt 
neasures.  This  was  the  auspicious  moment  for 
icting,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  seized. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Committee's 
ising,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  48, 
lays  o3. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — I  confess  for  my  own  part^  when 

see  men  possessed  of  so  little  information  so 
onfidept,  and  thus  determined  to  hurry  on  this 
liscussion.  I  feel  extremely  diffident  of  my  opin- 
on.  Wita  several  of  the  |;QoUemen  who  have 
(receded  me  in  the  debate,  I  have  considered  the 
esoiutioa  now  under  consideration  as  best  caicu-* 
ated  to  obtain  redresc  for  the  injaries  we  have 
eceived  from  the  eroisen  of  Great  Britain^  i 
«iieve  that  while  it  did  little  injnry  lo  crafeelvei 
t  woiold  bacve  a  very  different  operation  on  Gteat 
Britain.  I  was  also  in  41a vnr  or  it^  as  it  aointed 
mt  a  course  shovt  of  serious  oolhsion  with  her. 

had  also  toped  thM  the  Ooinmittee  would  bfave 
greed  to  have  taken  up  the  resolution  which  ! 
lad  the  honor  some  time  since  to  l^y  oh  the  table, 
s  the  ground-work  of  a  permanent  system.  Froiti 
be  course  this  discussion  had  taken,  1  bad  flaftter- 
d  myself  some  little  infofmsltfou  as  to  the  situa- 
ion  of  our  foreign  commerce,  wonld  have  been 
[iven.     1  am  no  merchant   myself,   nor   am 

acquainted  with  commercial  subjects*  I  did 
zpect  that  those  who  were  conversant  with  those 
ttojects,  and  parUenlarly  the  ffeadeoiao  firom  Mas* 
achusettsj  would  have  oendeseended  to  fpve  us 
ome  detaaled  inforoMtion.  As  I  have  \An  dis- 
rppoioted  in  tUs  ttapeet,  I  will  heinnfter  taJte  up 
ilittle^time  in  ehowing  that' as ^to  our  foreign  re-* 
atfons,  the:  gentletien  on  heth  sides  have  been 
^gregioutly  Misled  -by  inoonvet  smteaients.- 

In  these  remarks  1  do  not  mean  to  attach  any 
)1ame  to  the  document  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  statements  in  that  report  have 
lot  been  viewed  in  their  proper  light  by  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  a  pan  iti  this  debater  I 


might  here  dilate  upon  the  advantages  that  flow 
to  us  from  the  carrying  trade,  but  as  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment  is  approaching,  I  shall  avoid 
going  into  this  question. 

Instead  of  there  being  a  balance  of  six  or  seven 
millions  annually  against  us,  I  believe  it  can  be 
shown  that  there  is  a  balance  of  two  millions,  an- 
nually, in  our  favor.  We  have  670,000  tons  of 
shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  and  it  would 
not  oe  unfair  to  calculate  the  profit  of  this  freight 
at  eight  millions,  founded  not  on  war  prices,  bnl 
on  the  usual  peace  prices,  and  calculating  bat  on0 
voyage  a  year,  under  this  view  it  must  appear 
that  our  commerce  is  of  more  importance  than  it 
seems  to  be  in  the  opinion  of  those  with  whom  I 
have  the  honor  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  But 
there  is  another  question  worthy  of  considemtion. 
Is  there  no  course  which  we  can  pursue,  which, 
without  injuring  ourselves,  shall  induce  Great 
Britain  to  give  up  her  pretensioos,  and  her  unjust 
violation  of  the  law  or  nations?  Believing  that 
that  there  is,  I  opposed  the  resolution  of  my  col^ 
league  (Mr.  Orbqg;)  I  consider,  oh  the  other 
hand,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary^ 
land  as  well  calculated  to  answer  this  purpose.  I 
am,  therefore,  in  fhvor  of  acting,  but  not  now,  on 
this  subject;  and  1  am  of  opinion  that  by  the  be* 

finning  of  next  month  it  is  probable  we  shall 
ave  information  that  will  enable  us  to  act  decis- 
ively. It  beioi^  my  intention  to  remark  more 
fully  on  this  subject,  as  the  usual  hour  of  adjooriH 
ment  is  at  hand,  I  again  move  ^hat  the  OeWimit- 
tee  rise. 

Mr.  Earlt  advocatect  the  rising  of  the  Com"" 
mittee. 

Mr.  FmniBT  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  not,  however,  that  the  subject  be  post- 
poned, but  merely  beeanse  they  had  reached  the 
ordinary  time  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Lton  inquired  whether  the  object  of  the 
motion  was  postponeoftent.  If  so,  he  should  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  J.  CLATsaiitiis  object  was  to  postpone  Ae 
subject  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Lvoit  then  spoke  against  the  rking  of  the 
Committee,  and  took  occasion  to  assign  his  reason* 
for  being  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  resolncion  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  MuMroRO  opposed  the  rising  of  the  Com*- 
Mittee,  and  said  he  had  received  a.  very  import- 
ant letter  from  the  President  of  the  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company  of  New  York,  which  he  read. 
The  letter  expresses  the  deep  apprehension  enteiv 
tained  by  the  merchants  df  New  Yorjt,  that  Qon- 

?;ress  will  rise  without  adopting  effectual  measures 
or  the  protection  of  commerce  against  the  depre^ 
datioiks.df  the-biUig^ent  natiena,and  paxttcular- 
ly  thoee  of  Britain^ 

MesBr&  Stjmtom  and  Jaokboii  likewise  apoke 
against  the  rising  of  the  CoBianittee,  and  wgad 
the  strong  necenity  of  pBenapl.and  vigovont 
measures. 

Wken  Ae^neation  was  tiaken^^^eas  65,  nayat?, 
and  the  House  adjourned,  «  nictt  time  after 
a  d^ock)  to  Monday.      •     •      ^ 
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MoiTDAT,  March  17. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tenoessee  to  issue 

f  rants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  the  same;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States," 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  he  on  tbe  table. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
William  Eaton,  prayine  that  an  examination  may 
lie  had  of  the  several  documents  accompanying 
the  said  letter,  in  support  of  his  claim  against  the 
United  States,  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  consular  duties  at  Tunis;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  sent'from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  describ- 
ed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same;"  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  motion,  it  was 
JReBolvedj  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  post  route  from  Athens,  in  Greorgia, 
to  New  Orleans,  with  the  difficulties  and  obstruct- 
ions which  are  encountered  in  transmitting  the 
mail  along  said  route ;  and,  also,  what  will  be  the 
probable  expense  of  opening  a  horse  road  between 
the  above  named  points. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  (or  the  relief  of  Peter  Laudais :"  Where- 
upon, 

iMohedf  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 
Ruolved^  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  the 
said  bill,  as  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  doth  desire  a 
conference  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  John  C 
Smith,  Mr.  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  Smiub,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Betolvedy  That  tbe  order  of  the  day  to  hear 
Arthur  St.  Olair  at  tbe  bar  of  this  House,  in  sup- 
port of  his  claim,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

EXTENSION  OF  PATENT  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  Crowhinshibld.  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Mannlactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred th^  petition  of  Qeorge  Dodge  and  others, 
merchaou  of  Salem,  in  the  Sute  of  Maasachu- 
setts,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  petUionera  mm  tbe  pfoprielon  of  the  valuable 
Bail  factory  at  AmesbniT,  in  the  State  of  Massaflha- 
■•tiB,    Th^  have  owned  the  works  about  tbne  ymn. 


with  the  patent  granted  originally  to  Jacob  PcihiDs»flf 
Newburyporty  lor  a  new  and  naefoi  impiovemeBt  ia 
the  mode  of  manu&ctnring  nails ;  and  they  else  *n 
the  assignees  of  another  patent,  granted  to  Sarnnd 
Guppy  and  John  Warren  Armstrong,  lor  a  foftlicr  io- 
provement  in  the  manner  of  cutting  nails,  JSteorend 
by  the  said  Jacob  Perkins.    They  have  expended  Urge 
sums  of  money  in  repairs  and  additions  to  tbcii  boild- 
ings;  and  the  whole  was  in  a  capital  state  of  iaprore- 
ment,  when,  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  the  beiid- 
ings  accidentally  took  fire^and  were  entirely  ooaiSBed, 
with  all  their  tools,  machinery,  and  a  eonaidenUs 
quantity  of  stock  on  hand.    The  foee  is  eetimated  at  t 
snm  exceeding  $80,000.    This  was  a  meet  usefid  ce- 
tablishment;  it  sopped  the  neighboring  eemtiy  viik 
laige  quantities  of  nails  at  a  reasonable  price,  as  thcf 
could  be  sold  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  tbe  importad 
nails;  and  the  woiks  being  on  an  extenaive  piu,  the 
supply  was  abundant.    The  petitionen  aie  ilMfinanii  to 
rebuild  their  works  if  they  oonld  be  encoimged  to  pn»- 
oeed;  and  it  would  be  a  great  inducement  wiik  them 
to  commence  the  undertaking,  if  they  coold  be  pei^ 
mitted  to  renew  their  patent  rights  lor  a  period  of  seven 
or  fourteen  years  from  the  time  they  will  expire  hj  tbe 
present  limitation. 

The  first  |»tent  was  granted  on  the  20th  Deeember, 

1794,  and  will  expire  on  the  14th  December,  1806; 
and  the  second  is  dated  14th  February,  1799,  and  wiS 
expire  on  the  14th  February,  1813,  each  being  limited 
to  a  period  of  fourteen  y^^rs,  agreeably  to  the  act  au^ 
tied  "  An  act  to  promote  the  progreas  of  oaefnl  am, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  far  that  poipoee, 
passed  the  2l8t  February,  1798." 

In  considering  the  merits  of  this  application,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu&ctnres  will  not 
give  an  opinion  on  a  case  not  property  before  them ; 
they  may  be  permitted  to  obeenre,  that,  had  the  lev 
actually  happened  to  the  original  patentee,  tiiey  aboold 
probabhr  have  deemed  themadTes  jualiied  in  pvepos- 
mg  to  the  House  to  grant  the  extension  of  tiie  patents 
for  a  short  period  of  time,  widi  a  view  to  encevrsfe 
the  inventors  of  useful  madiines  to  proeeeole  and  ex- 
tend their  dieooveriea.  But,  although  die 
aeknewledge  the  preeent  pe^onen  have 
severe  loss,  they  do  not  seem  jualfy  eatided  ta 
newal  of  their  patenta  after  the  limilatiffn  bm^  expne. 
No  eonsiderstion  eould  hsTe  been  paid  to  the  inventor 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  patent  right  for  the 
use  of  it  beyond  the  stipulated  period  of  fourteen  yean. 
It  is  understood  that  the  right  will  then  be  in  the  peb- 
lic;  every  indiridual  in  the  community  ought  then  la 
be  entitled  to  make  use  of  the  machine.  Indeed,  sfia 
being  deprived  of  its  advantages  for  fourteen  yesn^ 
unless  under  a  title  acquired  bjr  purchase  from  a  pst^ 
entee,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  citixens  of  the 
United  States  have  a  lair  daim  to  partidpale  in  lbs 
enjoyment  of  a  right,  and  in  the  fiee  use  of  an  inrtar 
tton,  the  benefits  of  whidi  may  have  been  en  loog  ex* 
dorively  withhdd  Stom  them.  It  miglil  be  obfsctiJ, 
also,  that  other  applieatione  would  be  made  to  Csa* 
grsss  ahottid  the  nue  once  be  aetaWished  thai  the  per- 
chaser  of  a  patent  right  might  calenlaSe  on  in  esaen* 
wmt  although  no  oompensation  had  been  ailswed  at 
the  time  of  making  the  pun^aae,  for  the  use  of  it  be- 
yond the  period  fixed  by  law.  Under  this  visw  of  the 
subject,  the  committee  are  indneed  to  recommend  thai 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  peCitM 
and  the  documents  which  accompany  it. 

The  report  wni  agreed  to. 
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IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  Hoase  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
cnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on 
Mr.  Nicholson's  resolution,  submitted  on  the  10th 
}f  February. 

Mr.  Sloan  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  As  I  wish  always  to  do  to  oth* 
irs  as  I  would  be  done  unto,  and  as  I  do  not  lore 
o  be  kept  in  suspense  myself,  I  will  not  keep  this 
Committee  in  suspense  respecting  my  opinioo  of 
he  present  resolution.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  be- 
iause  it  does  not  mention  what  I  consider  the 
principal  cause  of  our  complaint  against  Great 
^ritain-^I  mean  the  impressment  of  o«ir  seamien — 
tt  the  same  time  declaring  that  I  will  eyentnally 
'ote  for  any  measure  that  I  shall  consider  better 
ban  none. .  This  is  a  line«f  conduct  that  I  have 
bought  it  my  duty  to  adopt  in  all  cases  since  I 
lave  had  a  seat  on  this  4oor.  From  the  course 
bat  other  members  have  pursued  in  this  debate.  I 
xpect  I  shall  be  permitted  to  give  my  reasons  in 
avor  of  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  in 
(reference  to  the  prohibition  of  certain  articles  of 
heir  manufactures,  contemplatecl  by  the  present 
esolution. 

Mr.  Chairmani  notwithstanding  I  am  conscious 
f  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  a  subject  of  greater 
Qagnitude,  as  it  respects  the  character,  the  inter- 
st,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that  beloved 
ountry  that  gave  me  birth,  than  any  that  has 
ver  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Jnited  States  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
n  this  floor,  I  say  I  am  happy,  nevertheless,  in 
aviog  an  opportunity  to  cast  my  mite  into  that 
reasurv  which,  having  been  instituted  uffotk  a 
irinciple  of  perfect  equalitv,  the  widow's  mite  is, 
>r  ought  to  be,  as  acceptable  as  the  neatest  gift 
rom  the  su()erabundant  treasures  of  the  rich.  In 
he  obeervations  that  I  shall  make,  it  is  not  my  in- 
entioo,  directly  or  indirectlv,  to  charge  those  who 
ifier  with  me  m  opinion,  whether  in  a  majority  or 
linority,  with  ignorance  or  evil  design,  much  less 
D  stigmatize  or  reproach  them  with  contemptible 
pithets.  ^o,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  nonsider  it  my  duty 
0  consider  many  members  on  this  floor  as  my 
Qperiors  and  none  as  my  inferiors.  I  consider  it 
ly  duty,  after  havinf^  given  my  reasons  for  or 
^inst  any  subject  in  discussion,  to  cheerfully 
ubniit  to  the  decision  of  a  majority ;  and  I  also 
onsider  it  my  duty  to  treat  every  member  of  the 
legislature  of  the  Union  with  tmit  respect  due  to 
Bllow-eitizens  standing  on  an  even  floor.  I  con- 
ider  it  my  duty  instead  of  holding  op  the  interest 
f  the  Northern  States  as  opposed  to  the  interest  of 
be  Southern,  or  the  Eastern  to  the  Western,  to 
lew  them  all  as  members  of  the  same  body ;  con- 
equently,  one  cannot  sufier  without  the  whole 
teing  aflected.  I  consider  it  my  duty,  instead  of 
aking  advantage  of  local  situations,  and  different 
iccupiations,  productive,  at  certain  times,  of  tem- 
jorary  jarring  interests,  to  array  one  part  of  our 
ellow-citiaens  in  opposition  to  another  part ;  con- 
rary  wise,  to  endeavor  to  show  that  such  tempo- 
ary  inconveniences  cannot  long  remain,  but  like 
vater  seeking  ito  level,  the  inequality  will  soon 
)e  removed.  This  I  eonceive  to  be  Ay  duty,  in 
9th  Con.— S6 


order  to  promote  that  love  and  harmony  amongst 
members  of  this  House,  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  general,  which  I  consider  as  the  only 
efficacious  cement  of  our  Union,  by  which  our 
present  happy  form  of  Government  can  be  con- 
tinued, and  the  rights  and  liberties  we  enjoy  hand- 
ed down  unimpaired  to  future  generations.  A 
contrary  line  or  conduct  is,  in  my  opinion,  derog* 
atory  to  the  character  of  any  person  honored  with 
a  seat  in  this  House,  and  injurious  to  the  peace, 
liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 

Having  briefly  proposed  the  premises  which  I 
mean  to  observe  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  I  shall 
offer  my  reasons  in  favor  of  non-intercourse  with 
Great  Britain,  in  case  she  persists  in  these  insults 
and  injuries,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
discussion,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  United 
States  has  already  suffered  too  lonff. 

In  offering  my  reasons,  I  shall  not  bring  into  view 
the  conduct  of  other  nations  to  justify  Great  Brit* 
ain ;  neither  shall  I  assert  that  Bonaparte  is  aa 
usurper  and  a  tyrant;  that  he  has  annihilated 
Spain,  and  is  now  aiming  at  the  conquest  of  the 
world ;  but  is  graciously  pleased  to  leave  the  Uni-* 
ted  States  for  the  last  victim  he  means  to  devour  1 
All  I  have  to  say  to  this  (if  it  be  true)  is,  to  ac- 
knowledge my  gratitude  for  his  having  determine 
ed  to  give  us  the  longest  time  to  repent  of  our 
sins,  of  which  there  is  great  need  ;  and  to  give  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  we  have  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  form  of  government  in  France;  the  peo- 
ple there  having  as  ^ood  a  right  to  choose  an  Em* 
peror  as  we  a  President. 

I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  reading  documents  to  prove  the  magnitude  of 
the  grievance,  (that  halving  been  done  in  a  former 
part  of  this  discussion  by  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  BiowELL,}  and  those  documenta 
having  been  long  in  the  possession  of  membera^ 
render  it  unnecessary ;  but  shall  first  endeavor  to 
prove  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  Representativea  of 
the  people,  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  exist* 
iQg  grievances,  and  to  prevent  their  repetition  in 
future ;  that  we  are  called  upon  not  only  by  the 
sufferings  of  our  constituents,  but  by  the  sacred 
obligation  we  owe  to  the  character  of  our  couii* 
try,  and  by  our  indispensable  duty  to  preserve  that 
character  without  spot  or  blemish,  in  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations ;  which  can  only  be 
done  by  a  system  of  justice  and  equality;  granting 
no  peculiar  favor  to  one  that  we  do  not  to  others; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  submitting  to  no  insult  or 
injury  from  one  nation  that  we  do  not  submit  to 
from  others. 

And,  secondly,  that  we  can,  at  this  time,  obtain 
redress  of  grievances  without  any  risk  or  proba* 
bility  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  because  it  would 
be  contrary  to  her  interest,  and  because,  in  case 
of  war,  she  must  eventually  oe  the  loser ;  and,  also, 
that  if  she  could  act  so  contrary  to  her  interest, 
as  to  sufier  a  non-intercourse  law  to  go  into  ope- 
ration, it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  United 
States,  by  encouraging  home  manufactures. 

And,  tnirdly,  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  sufferings  of  our  impressed  seamen. 

And,  fourthly,  endeavor  to  show  that  the  qpin- 
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ion  of  some  members,  who  are  opposed  to  noo- 1  to  prevent  war.    Injustice  and  oppression  I  coa- 


iDtercourse,  because  it  would  operate  partiallv 
on  different  sections  of  the  Union,  are  not  well 
founded. 

And,  lastly,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  lay  aside  all 
local  ideas,  and  consider  the  United  States  as  one 
body  oolitic,  and  that  if  but  one  limb  be  injured, 
the  wnole  is  bound,  both  in  interest,  in  justice,  and 
in  policy,  to  unite  in  the  means  of  obtaining  re- 
dress. 

If,  in  delivering  my  sentiments  on  this  subject, 
any  member  of  this  Committee  should  conceive 
that  I  discover  too  much  warmth,  I  desire  it  may 
be  attributed  solely  to  the  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion with  which  I  have  long  viewed  the  insolent 
and  injurious  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards 
the  United  States — not  to  her  suffering  subjects, 
them  I  love,  and  their  sufferings  I  pity ;  but  the 
deceptive,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical  administra- 
tion of  her  Government,  I  do  most  decidedly  and 
conscientiously  abhor  and  hate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  laid  a  resolution  on  the 
table  for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should  refuse  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  for  the  amicable  set- 
tlement of  existing  differences,  I  queried  what  was 
become  of  the  spirit  of  ^76,  because  I  considered 
a  portion  of  that  spirit  that  gained  our  liberty  ne- 
cessary to  retain  it.  I  renew  the  query :  What 
has  become  of  that  independent  spirit  that  chose 
rather  to  part  with  life  than  inherent  rights? 
Have  we,  with  the  merchandise  of  Great  Britain, 
imported  the  servile  disposition  of  her  oppressed 
ana  dei^raded  subjects?  Is  it  possible  tnat  her 
fascinating  gewgaws  and  fripperies  are  so  power- 
ful as  to  induce  the  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled,  rather  than 
suffer  a  temporary  privation,  to  permit  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  constituents  to  be  trampled 
on  with  impunity  by  that  haughty,  tyrannical  na- 
tion? I  say  the  Representatives  are  convinced, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  ffreat  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens are  not  barely  willing  and  reaoy  to  support 
mnyjust  and  firm  measures  that  Congress  snail 
adopt  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  redress  of  griev- 
ances and  support  of  their  just  rights,  but  anx- 
iously looking  out  for  the  adoption  of  decisive 
measures. 

Shall  we,  then,  chosen  by  them  as  temporary 
guardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  neglect, 
or  treat  with  indifference,  the  numerous  memo- 
rials that  have  been  presented  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union?  I  hope  not.  I  hope  we  shall 
adopt  such  firm  and  decisive  measures  as  will 
compel  the  British  Government  to  make  restitu- 
tion for  past  injuries,  and  enter  into  just  arrange- 
ments for  the  prevention  of  similar  injuries  in 
future. 

But.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  frequently 
told  that  such  a  plan  would  produce  war  with 
Great  Britain.  This  is  no  new  doctrine  to  me. 
I  have  been  frequently  chared  with  acting  con- 
trary to  my  peaceable  principles,  because  I  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  opposing  oppression,  in- 
justice, and  every  infrinsement  of  the  inherent 
rights  of  the  people ;  this  I  have  done  with  a  view 


sider  as  the  principal  predisposing  causes  of  war, 
and  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  the  effect  is  to 
remove  the  cause. 

Those  causes  I  have  lately  seen  raise  the  poliri- 
cal  thermometer  in  the  United  States  nesHy  to 
war  heat;  but,  thank  Gtod !  I  have  lived  to  see  it 
cooled  down  to  a  temperate  state,  and  the  cause 
greatly  diminished — not  by  those  destructive  wea* 
pons  that  spread  destruction  over  a  land,  and  mul- 
tiply the  tears  of  widows  and  orphans,  but  by  tke 
force  of  truth  and  reason,  those  bloodless  con- 
querors, more  powerful  than  the  sword !  1  wish 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  use  jus- 
tice, truth,  and  reason;  these  are  the  weapons  that 
become  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and 
the  only  ones  I  conceive  to  be  necessary  to  pre- 
berve  that  liberty  and  independence  latdy  par- 
chased  at  the  price  of  blObd. 

Separated,  by  the  Atlantic,  three  tboosaad 
miles  from  the  oppressive  Governments  of  Europe, 
which  originated  in  war,  and  can  only  be^snpported 
by  carnage  and  bloodshed — possessed  of  an  extea- 
sive  and  fertile  country,  embracing  so  many  cli- 
mates as  not  only  to  produce  all  the  necessaries, 
but  also  most  of  the  luxuries  of  life — what  have 
we  to  fear  from  Great  Britain?  What  can  she 
deprive  us  of?  What  but  gewgaws  and  frippe- 
ries, that  we  are  much  better  without,  which  teod 
to  promote  pride  and  idleness,  those  prolific  parenu 
of  a  numerous  train  of  attendant  vices,  contrary 
to  the  principle  of  a  Republican  GK>vemment,  and 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent nation? 

But  it  is  alleged,  that  non-interconrae  with 
Great  Britain  would  injure  our  revenue;  to  tbii 
I  answer,  that  I  have  no  apprehension  that  Gov- 
ernment would  act  so  contrary  to  her  interests,  as 
to  let  such  a  law  go  into  operation ;  bat,  admit- 
ting they  should,  for  every  million  of  revenue 
immediatelv  lost,  the  United  States  would  event- 
ually gain  nve,  and  probably  mach  more^  by  in- 
creasing home  manufactures,  which  can  only 
make  us  in  fact  a  rich,  free,  and  independent  na- 
tion. For  I  contend  our  independence  is  incom- 
plete, while  we  are  dependent  for  so  great  a  part 
of  our  clothing,  on  a  nation  possessed  oi  so  pow- 
erful a  marine,  as  to  assume  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  the  ocean,  and  that  envies  oar  liberty 
and  increasiuff  wealth. 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  rnnning 
counter  to  a  strong  current  of  public  opinion ;  that 
it  is  our  interest  to  pursue  agriculture  and  con- 
merce ;  leaving  manufactures  to  old  nations  whose 
numerous  population  reduces  tue  price  of  labor; 
but.  I  am  happy  in  beholding  this  false  theory 
daily  falling  before  the  irresistible  power  of  face 
The  cheapness  of  food  in  many  parts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  overbalances  the  htj^h  price  of  ktor 
so  much,  as  to  enable  various  kinds  of  home  man- 
ufactures to  be  sold  lower  than  those  of  theame 
quality  imported  from  Great  Briuin.  Witness 
shoes,  which  have  nearly  excluded  importation ; 
and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  coarse  home 
made  linen,  can  at  this  time  be  purchased  lower 
than  imporftd,  of  the  same  quality.    As  a  farther 
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proof  of  my  positioo,  I  will  detain  the  Committee 
with  but  one  more  fact.  Son(ie  time  after  the 
Revoluciooary  war,  when  large  qaaotities  of  cot- 
ton were  imported  for  our  own  consamptioo,  a 
manufacture  of  that  article  was  begun  at  Wii- 
niugton,  and  brought  to  such  perfection,  that  a 
nerchant  in  Philadelphia  informed  me,  that  he 
;ould  purchase  various  kinds  of  cotton  lower,  and 
»f  superior  quality  to  those  he  imported  from  En- 
gland ;  and  that  a  British  agent,  on  viewing  some 
\f  those  goods,  in  his  store,  observed,  that  would 
lever  do ;  we,  savs  he,  (meaning  the  merchants 
>f  Great  Britain)  must  put  a  stop  to  this— and 
ihortly  after  the  factory  was  burnea  down !  Here 
et  me  ask  the  members  of  this  Committee,  whe- 
her  if  at  that  time,  when  a  manufacturer  of  cot- 
on  had  to  import  it  under  a  heavy  duty,  and 
lould  nevertheless  rival  the  British,  he  could  not 
low,  when  manjr  millions  of  pounds,  the  growth 
)f  our  own  soil,  are  exported  annually,  which 
night  be  obtainea  free  of  duty ;  and  when  labor- 
laving  machines  are  brought  to  so  much  greater 
perfection  1  And  secondlv,  whether  any  free  and 
ndependeot  citizen  would  not  prefer  a  temporary 
acrifice  of  interest  to  a  servile  dependence  upon 
I  haughty  tyrannical  nation,  whose  influence  and 
fold  bave  not  ooly  greatly  injured  the  infant  man- 
ifactures  of  the  United  States,  but  ruined  many 
n  various  paru  of  the  world?  And  thirdly,  let 
ne  ask  yud^  my  Southern  brethren — who,  I  am 
old,  are  rapidly  making  fortunes  by  raising  and 
exporting  cotton — would  it  not  ^\m  you  adduional 
>leasure  to  sell  this  raw  material  (of  which  I  am 
nformed  five  thousand  dollars'  worth,  when  man- 
ufactured, makes  one  hundred  thousand)  to  your 
t)rethren  of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  and  re- 
ceive it  manufactured  from  them-^whereby  the 
ndu^itrious  poor  of  our  own  citizens  would  be 
supported— rather  than  from  a  foreign  nation?  I 
bave  no  doubt  but  that  you  would. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  let  me  ask  what 
aised  Great  Britain  to  affluence  and  power? 
IVas  it  not  by  giving  such  encouragement  to  man- 
ifactures  as  to  induce  manufacturers,  from  vari- 
lus  parts  of  Europe,  to  emigrate  to  that  island, 
¥hereby  their  internal  strength  has  been  greatly  in- 
^reaised,  and  their  fleets  and  armies  principally 
lupported  by  the  product  of  their  manufactures? 
These  are  facts  that  I  trust  no  member  on  this 
loor  will  deny. 

I  am  told  that  Great  Britain  charges  an  ex- 
>ort  duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  all  cotton  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  but  one  and  a 
lalf  on  those  exported  to  other  countries^  This 
uduces  me  to  renew  the  query,  where  is  the  spirit 
>f'76?  Has  it  fled  from  our  land  ?  Are  we  dis- 
posed cheerfully  to  submit  to  every  species  of  in« 
(ult  and  injustice  that  nation  chooses  to  impose 
upon  us  ?  What  peculiar  advantage  do  we  de- 
rive from  their  trade,  to  induce  us  to  submit  to 
higher  duties  than  any  other  nation  ?  Is  it  be- 
cause the  balance  of  that  trade  is  eleven  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum  against  us  ?  Or  'n 
it  because  the  credit  thev  give  has  induced  many 
of  our  farmers  and  mechanics  to  leave  their  use- 
ful occupatiooi  which  they  understoodi  and  flock 


into  populous  cities,  go  largely  into  trade,  and 
business  which  they  did  not  understand ;  and,  after 
living  in  pride  and  luxury  a  few  years,  prove  in- 
solvent, and  wrong  .their  creditors  out  of  many 
thousand  dollars?  Mr.  Chairman,  the  more  I 
consider  and  investigate  this  subject,  the  more  I 
am  astonished  at  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
towards  Great  Britain — the  more  I  am  astonished 
at  the  conduct  of  the  Representatives  in  Congress 
assembled.  In  this  astonishment,  bear  with  me 
while  I  address  this  Committee,  in  the  language 
of  one  formerly  to  the  Galatians.  Oh !  foolish 
Americans,  who  hath  bewitched  you,  thus  to  sub* 
mit  to  injury  and  insult,  from  a  nation  whose 
trade  subjects  you  to  a  loss  of  eleven  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  who  charges 
four  per  cent,  on  the  goods  you  import  from  her, 
and  but  one  and  a  half  to  all  other  nations  ? 

My  friend,  the  Speaker,  attempted  to  explain 
this  paradox,  or  rather  rejected  the  premises  aa 
an  impossibilitv.  that  the  United  States  should  in- 
crease  in  wealth,  when  nearly  one  half  of  their 
foreign  trade,  instead  of  producing  profit,  threw  a 
balance  oi  eleven  or  twelve  million  of  dollars 
against  them.  But,  he  might  have  avoided  the 
Herculean  task,  of  producing  to  the  Committee 
that  which  was  impossible,  because  it  never  ex- 
isted, by  recurring  to  the  fact  adduced  by  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bidwbll,)  and 
the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  our  ubles,  viz :  that  this  deficiency  was  over- 
balanced  by  our  more  profitable  trade  carried  on 
with  other  nations.  I  do  not  rely  barely  upon 
the  information  given  upon  this  floor,  or  the  doe- 
umenu  before  us,  to  establish  this  fact.  I  rely 
also  upon  preceding  documents,  and  the  informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  merchants,  and  others 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  trade  with 
Great  Britain.  All  agreeinj^,  that  with  some 
rare  exceptions,  the  balanee  is  so  much  against 
the  United  States,  that  were  it  not  for  the  more 
profitable  trade  carried  on  with  other  nations,  in- 
stead of  growing  rich,  we  should  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  poverty. 

For  tnis  reason,  I  am  in  favor  of  non-inter-> 
course,  rather  than  a  prohibition  of  her  manu&c- 
tures ;  because,  if  we  cannot  do  without  them,  we 
could,  in  my  opinion,  procure  them  from  other 
nations  second  hand,  upon  more  advantageoua 
terms  than  under  the  present  duties,  we  do  now, 
immediately  Irom  them ;  and  because  I  consider 
gratitude,  justice,  and  the  interest  of  our  country, 
obligatory  upon  us,  to  encourage  trade  with  those 
nations  who  deal  with  us  upon  fair  and  honora^ 
ble  terms,  and  to  discourage  it  with  those  who  do 
not.  And  lastly,  because  I  am  fully  persuaded 
it  would  soon  induce  Great  Britain  to  open  a 
fair  and  permanent  trade  with  her  West  India 
islands,  much  more  advantageous  to  the  United 
States  than  the  trade  to  the  mother  country.  I 
shall  conclude  this  subject  with  returning  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  for  the  very  able 
and  decisive  manner  in  which  he  has  supported 
my  premises  in  favor  of  American  manufactures, 
by  informing  the  Committee  that  they  do  not 
now,  as  formerly,  depend  on  a  great  number  of 
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ed  subjects,  instead  of  beiogf  peaceably  permitted 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  are  hired,  or  compelled  to 
leave  this  ioDocent  occupation,  and  imbody  them- 
selves for  the  purpose  of  learning  more  completely 
the  infernal  art  of  inhumanly  butchering  the  hu- 
man species,  and  to  destroy,  in  a  short  time,  the 
productions  of  great  and  fertile  countries,  where- 
by always  want^  and  sometimes  famine  is  pro- 
duced !  Thus  situated,  the  United  States  can, 
without  shedding  of  human  blood,  and  without 
permanent  injury  to  her  revenue,  or  citizens,  com- 
pel the  haughty  tyrant  of  the  ocean  to  do  us  that 
justice  which  several  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  Europe  have  long  strove  in  vain  to  effect, 
by  equipping  large  fleets,  and  raising  mighty  ar- 
mies. For  the  United  States  of  America  is  re- 
served by  the  A 11  wise  Disposer  of  Events,  that 
glorious  work  of  effecting  by  peaceable  means,  a 
cessation  from  injustice  and  injuries,  which  war 
meat  ures  have  only  tended  to  increase.  To  prove 
this  fact,  we  need  only  recur  to  the  history  of  the 
last  century;  there  we  find  three  of  the  most 
powerful  maritime  nations  of  Europe — Holland. 
France,  and  Spain — contending  with  England^ 
aererally  and  jointly,  for  the  sovereignty  of  the 
•eas;  and  what  has  been  the  effect?  Let  the 
blood-stained  ocean,  and  the  numerous  vessels  of 
war,  built  and  equipped  by  those  nations  that  have 
heretofore,  and  do  at  this  time,  make  component 
parts  of  the  British  navy,  answer  the  question. 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  tola  that  I  have  given  up  the 
argument,  by  acknowled£[ing  that  the  three  great- 
est maritime  Powers  durii^  the  last  century,  by 
opposing  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  only  increased 
her  power  at  their  own  expense  and  loss.  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  adduced  this  fact  to  show  that 
they  attacked  her  in  the  only  point  where  she 
was  invulnerable;  they  attacked  her  wooden 
walls,  raised  by  her  manufactures  and  supported 
in  part  by  the  plunder  of  foreign  nations ;  they 
attacked  the  effect,  let  us  attack  the  cause ;  re- 
move the  cause,  and  the  effect  will  cease.  This 
is  not  a  sentiment  peculiar  to  my  weak  brain  ;  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  sentiment  adopted  by  a  sreat 
majority  of  the  most  enlightened  and  best  inarm- 
ed citizens  of  the  United  States.  1  believe  so 
from  verbal  communications,  and  from  public 
prints'—an  extract  from  one  of  these  I  shall  now 
read: 

"  It  is  expected,  (says  the  Independent  Chronicle,) 
that,  on  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  important  busi- 
ness  of  national  commerce  will  be  adopted,  to  give  pro- 
tection to  our  property  and  seamen  ;  that  the  British 
nation  will  feel  the  force  of  our  trade,  not  only  within 
their  manufacturing  towns,  but  the  islsnds.  We  have 
a  strength  in  this  species  of  warfare,  which  would  com- 
mand the  attention  and  respect  of  that  nation.  Our 
imports  of  their  fantastical  articles  of  fashion,  which 
only  serve  to  vitiate  our  habits,  and  introduce  idleness 
and  dissipation  among  our  citizens,  are  the  mainsprings 
which  enable  them  to  enrich  themselves  at  our  cost. 
Let  us  only  cease  to  barter  our  national  honor  for  gew- 
gaws and  articles  of  foppery,  and  we  might  hid  defi- 
ance to  that  Power,  which  now  wantonly  sports  with 
our  sovereignty  and  independence.  The  suppression 
of  a  cargo  of  British  manufactures  would  be  more 
powerful  than  ten  sail-of-the-line;  for  the  latter  might 


be  captured,  and  occasion  a  loaa  of  millioiia,  bat  the 
former  would  enforce  its  operation  with  an  dficacy  too 
powerful  to  be  concealed,  attended  with  the  caviag  of 
millions  of  dollars,  which  are  yearly  remitted  irsuper- 
fluities.    Let  us  know  our  strength,  as  it  reJslef  te 
Britain,  and  we  should  not  hesitate  long  in  pattiDg  it 
into  operation.    Ships  of  war  are  the  streDgth  of  Brit- 
ain, but  a  non-intercottiae  would  soon  dWafnowit  eioy 
cannon  of  their  navy." 

Howerer  chimerical  this  may  appear  to  checTi- 
logists  of  Britain,  who  suppose  her  power  invia- 
cible.  and  her  resources  inexhaustible,  they  areas 
certain  and  inevitable  consequences  as  that  water 
will  quench  fire,  or,  that  taking  away  the  fod 
will  cause  it  to  go  out.  But,  suppose  Great  Brit- 
ain should,  contrary  to  her  interest,  refuse  to 
enter  into  just  and  amicable  arrangements  with 
the  United  States ;  should  let  a  non-intercoorK 
law  go  into  operation;  should  pat  forth  hec 
strength,  as  we  have  been  told  she  will  do,  and 
make  us  feel  it  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence? In  my  opinion,  a  horn-book  politician, 
that  has  only  learned  his  A,  B,  C,  (^if  he  has  not 
learned  them  in  the  school  of  a  British  Minister,) 
may  discover  the  certain  and  ineritable  conse- 
quence, that  as  their  oppression  and  injustice  to 
the  Colonies  produced  a  partial  independence, 
their  continuanoe  therein  would  complete  the  sys- 
tem. I  say  a  partial  independence,  and  conceive 
myself  fulfy  authorized  in  adopting  this  laDgnage, 
as  long  as  members  of  Congress  hold  up  an  idea 
that  we  cannot  exist  without  importing  British 
manufactures ;  that  non-intercourse  would  injure 
the  United  States  more  than  Great  Britain,  and 
that  if  we  offend  her  Minister,  he  will  put  forth 
his  strength,  and  make  us  feel  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  desire  not  to  frespas 
on  the  patience  of  this  Committee,  I  will,  in  a  few 
words,  state  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  real 
grounds  of  opposition  to  a  non- intercourse  law, 
which  I  consiaer  as  the  only  effectual  measure. 
One  member  has  told  us,  his  tobacco  is  not  sold. 
Another,  that  it  would  sacrifice  at  least  one  year's 
crop ;  and  a  third,  that  it  will  operate  harder  opou 
his  constituents  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Union.  And  here  I  must  anticipate  the  situation 
of  a  fourth  class,  that  has  not  sold  their  wheat. 
And  another  class  of  citizens,  I  should  hare  added, 
to  this  list  of  anticipated  sufferers,  if  we  had  not 
been  informed,  from  high  auihoritv,  that  they 
were  like  slippery  eels,  that  could  slip  round  and 
evade  any  law :  I  mean  the  merchants,  who, 
doubtless,  have  on  hand  lars^e  quantities  of  beefj 
pork,  dbc.  But,  as  we  are  told,  they  are  cool,  cal- 
culating rogues,  and,  therefore,  well  able  to  help 
themselves,  I  shall  leave  them  to  manage  their 
own  business  in  their  own  way,  and  close  the 
catalogue  of  sufferers  with  the  case  of  my  imme- 
diate constituents  in  New  Jersey;  they  are. many 
of  them,  poor  tenants,  who  depend  upon  paying 
high  rents,  and  supporting  their  families  by  nis- 
ing  produce  for  market,  and  can  only,  by  steady 
industry  and  rigid  economy,  pay  their  rents,  and 
support  their  families.  If  produce  falls  one  hun- 
dred percent,  what  must  their  situation  be?  Will 
not  they  merit  at  least  an  equal  share  of  commis- 
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eratioD  with  rich  laod holders,  who  clear,  by  rais- 
ing  tobacco,  cottoD,  or  rice,  irom  five  to  ten,  or 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  per  annum?  I  hope  no 
ooember  on  this  fioor  will  conclude  they  do  not. 
^et,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  bold  to  say,  on  their  be- 
lalf,  that,  if  it  depended  on  their  voice,  they  would 
ay,  pass  the  law.  They  would  say.  as  some  of 
heir  fathers  said  at  the  commencement  of  the 
ievoluiionary  war,  we  will  put  on  our  old 
iothes.  and  wear  them  over  a^ain ;  we  will  reject 
ler  manufactures,  and  forego  the  sweets  of  her 
slands.  rather  than  submit  to  her  insolence,  and 
he  cruelty  of  her  commanders  of  armed  vessels, 
>ressing  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  mouths  of  our 
larbors.  and,  by  stripes  and  cruelty,  compelling 
hem  to  assist  in  fishting  their  battles  against  na- 
ions  in  amity  and  peace  with  us  1  This,  I  be- 
ieve  would  be  their  language,  and  not  theirs  only. 
»ut  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unitea 
States.  So  far  am  I  from  believing  with  my 
riend  from  Gkor^ia,  (Mr.  Early,)  that  if  all  the 
>eople  of  the  United  States  were  fully  informed 
»f  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  nine-tenths 
v^oald  reject  the  present  resolution;  nineteen- 
wentieths  would  call  upon  us  to  pass  a  non-in- 
ercourse  law,  to  prohibit  trade  with  that  nation, 
intil  she  restored  our  seamen,  and  entered  into 
irrangements  to  trade  with  us  in  future  upon 
erms  of  perfect  reciprocity. 

A  peace  neutrality,  a  non-intercourse  law  to  en- 
orce  the  resolutions  sent  by  the  Senate  to  our 
President,  will  be  more  efficacious  than  fifty  ships- 
)f*the-line,  and  one  hundred  frigates.  The  voice 
)f  a  respectable  class  of  citizens,  (the  merchants,) 
who  more  immediately  suffer  loss  of  property; 
he  voice  of  humanity;  the  sighs  of  aged  pa- 
en  ts.  lamenting  the  at»ence  of  their  beloved  off- 
pring ;  the  heart-rending  cries  of  tender  females, 
or  the  loss  of  their  bosom  friends — all  supportea 
y  the  eternal,  immutable  principles  of  equal  jus- 
ice,  united,  call  aloud  to  the  Congress  of  the 
Jnited  States  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  this 
torrid  scene  of  injustice,  oppression,  and  tyranny ! 
jk>d  grant  that  we  may  no  longer  turn  a  deaf  ear 
ir  treat  with  indifierence  these  calls. 

As  I  do  not  intend  to  impose  upon  the  Com- 
nittee  by  frequent  communications,  I  must  beg 
heir  attention  a  few  minutes  longer. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  confident  declamation  of  a 
nember  (Mr.  Ranoolpb,)  who  has  taken  up  the 
ime  of  the  Committee  more  than  three  times  as 
ong  as  any  other,  has  brought  to  my  remem- 
>rance  the  language  of  one,  who,  in  his  day,  was 
lalled  the  wisest  of  men,  (Solomon :)  ^'  Wo  to 
hee,  oh  land,  when  thy  Kins  is  a  child."  Wo  to 
hese  United  States,  if  ever  that  day  should  arrive 
vhen  a  majority  of  her  Legislature  should  be 
children,  rocked  on  downy  pillows,  dandled  in 
he  lap  of  pleasure,  and  fed  at  the  table  of  luxury; 
nrhose  knowledge  is  all  theoretic,  acquired  by 
'eading,  seated  in  easy  chairs.  These  are  the 
mushrooms,  the  fungusses,  the  premature  hot- 
t>ed  productions,  that  we  have  been  so  often  told 
of;  notwithstanding  they  have  had  the  assurance 

Imay  1  not  more  properly  say  insolence  ?)  on  this 
^oor,  to  treat  the  arguments  of  all  who  differ  from 


them,  as  trifling,  and  unworthy  of  notice;  and 
those  resolutions,  which  other  members  have  in- 
,  troduced.  as  spurious  illegitimate  productions,  and 
their  authors  and  supporters  as  horn-book  politi- 
cians, not  having  learned  their  A,  B,  C,and,  what 
is  much  worse,  they  never  can ;  bein^  so  void  of 
reason,  that  they  ought  to  be  put  in  straight- 
waistcoats,  and  kept  in  dark  rooms.  But,  one  ray 
of  comfort,  doubtless,  strikes  every  honest  mina,, 
in  observing,  that  this  number  of  arrogant  dicta- 
tors is  small.  Qod  grant  that  they  may  not  barely 
remain  small,  but,  (If  they  continue  their  late 
insolent  conduct,)  at  tne  neit  election,  be  removed.. 

Mr.  Chairman,  members  of  this  House  who  fre* 
quently  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  Revola« 
tionary  war,  whereby  the  colonies  of  North  Ame- 
rica became  free  and  independent  States — who 
remember  the  time  when  the  American  Army* 
reduced  to  a  skeleton,  a  handful  of  men.  dispirited 
by  defeats,  and  hard  pressed  by  a  powerful  and 
victorious  army  crossed  the  Delaware  at  Trenton  ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  reduced  state  of  the  Army, 
a  mortal  disorder  raged  in  various  parts,  which 
caused  some  to  observe,  that  it  appeared  as  if  the 
hand  of  Providence  was  turned  against  us — but, 
in  the  sequel,  had  thankfully  to  acknowledge,  that 
not  by  their  own  power,  but  through  the  mercy 
of  the  AUwise  Disposer  of  Events,  this  powerful 
army  was  turned  back  again,  and,  finally^  obliged 
to  leave  this  lan4,  with  shame  and  disgrace! 
I  say,  those  members  will  pot  rise  on  this  floor 
and  assert,  that  that  Qovemment,  headed  by  the 
same  Monarch,  is  now  fighting  the  battles  or  lib- 
erty, and  is  the  only  barrier  we  have  against  Qal- 
lie  tyranny;  neither  will  they  pour  torrents  of 
abuse  upon  the  Government  oi  that  nation  which 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  their  freedom,  and 
still  manifests  a  friendly  disposition  to  treat  our 
citizens  with  respect,  and  our  commerce  with 
justice. 

No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  and  trust  there  yet 
remains  in  this  House,  and  in  this  nation,  a  great 
majority  who  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 
preme Omnipotent  Power,  that  not  only  reigns 
above,  but  doth  whatsoever  he  sees  meet  among 
the  children  of  men !  These  will  not  depend  upon 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great  Britain  to  defend 
us  from  Gallic,  or  other  tyranny ;  tliese  will  be 
concerned  to  act  justly  and  impartially  toward 
all  nations,  depending  upon  the  God  of  justice, 
truth,  and  mercy,  to  bless  their  honest  endeavors, 
and  to  preserve  tnem  and  their  constituents  from 
all  harm.  With  this  class,  however  they  may 
be  despised  by  the  wise  and  learned  in  their  own 
conceit,  it  is  my  joy,  my  comfort,  and  my  glory 
to  act.  These  I  salute  as  my  beloved  brethren, 
and  for  their  encouragement,  under  the  torrents 
of  abuse  that  they  have  received,  let  them  re- 
member that  the  just  man's  path  is  a  bright  and 
shining  light,  that  shines  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day,  and  that  all  who  walk  in  it  walk  safe- 
ly, and  have  nothing  to  fear!  I  shall  conclude 
with  recommending  to  the  perusal  and  attention 
of  those  wise  and  learned  members,  before  alluded 
to,  one  verse  of  that  justly  celebrated  prayer,com- 
posed  by  Alexander  rope : 
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"  Let  not  thii  weak,  unknowing  hand 
Presume  thy  bolta  to  throw, 
And  deal  damnation  round  a  land, 
On  each  I  judge  thy  foe." 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — Several  reasons  induce  me  to  ad- 
vocate the  resolution  on  your  table,  one  of  the 
principal  of  which  is,  that  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
best  means  of  vindicating  that  right  which  is  in- 
herent in  us  as  an  independent  and  neutral  nation, 
the  right  of  freely  navigating  the  ocean  in  our 
own  ships,  and  carrying  our  own  property.    A 
view  of  the  subject,  in  its  proper  aspect,  will  en- 
aUe  us  to  see  what  that  right  is,  its  real  and  legiti- 
mate extent,  and,  consequentljr,  wherein  it  has 
l>een  violated.    In  taking  this  view,  I  shall  be  led 
to  consider  the  doctrine  of  neutral  rights  in  a  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  in  which  some  gentlemen 
have  taken  it.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
original  ground,  of  free  ships  making  free  goods, 
has  ever  oeen  abandoned  by  us.    Had  this  doc- 
trine been  established,  an  end  would  have  been 
put  to  the  vexations,  and  spoliations  on  neutral 
oommerce,  which  have  been  committed  under  the 
pretext  of  covered  property.    As  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  would  have  insured  the  safety  of  the  ear- 
so,  no  temptation  could  possibly  exist  for  fraudu- 
lent practices — do  grouira  for  the  accusation.    I 
believe  this  doctrine  is  the  best  supported  by  rea- 
aon^  and  by  the  considerations  of  justice  aae  to 
neutral  by  belligerent  Powers.    Nothing  is  more 
fiertain  than,  that  a  nation  at  war  has  no  right  to 
take  enemy's  projierty  on  neutral  ground.    No 
nation  has  ever  claimed  a  right  to  violate  the  ter- 
ritory of  a  friend,  In  order  to  seize  the  property 
of  an  enemy ;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  ship, 
sailing  under  a  neutral  flag,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  same  lirht  as  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  nation  to  which  that  flag  belonffs.    The  only 
inquiry  which  a  belligerent  is  justified  in  making, 
is,  whether  the  ship  sails  under  false  colorsj  or 
sot?  and  this  would  be  sufficiently  shown  by  her 
pa|)er8.    I  believe  this  has  been  conceded  by  all 
nations,  at  least,  as  far  as  it  respects  ships  of  war. 
That  it  has  been  conceded  by  Great  Britain,  ap- 
pears from  the  celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Rod- 
Dins,  otherwise  called  Thomas  Nash.     By  the 
Treaty  of  1794,  a  person  committing  murder  in 
the  territory  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and 
fleeing  to  the  other,  was  to  be  fiven  up  to  the  na- 
tion in  whose  territory  the  murder  was  committed. 
Under  that  treaty,  this  person  was  claimed  as  one 
of  the  mutineers  on  board  the  '*  Hermione,"  and 
was  surrendered  to  the  British  by  this  Govern- 
ment.   He  could  not  have  been  aemanded  on  a 
charge  of  piracy,  it  must  have  been  on  a  charge 
of  murder ;  and  notbine  can  be  clearer  than  that 
he  was  surrendered  under  the  idea,  that  the  ship, 
on  board  of  which  the  murder  had  been  com- 
mitted, vras  British  territory.     If  the  act  had 
been  merely  a  piratical  one.  he  could  not  have 
been  demanded.    This  nation,  as  well  as  that, 
would  have  been  competent  to  punish  him ;  all 
nations  having  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  acts 
of  piracy  committed  on  the  higa  seas.    He  must, 
therefore,  have  been  demanded  and  surrendered, 
under  the  Treaty  of  17M,  on  the  charge  of  mur- 


der, and  both  nations  must  have  considered  the 
ship  as  British  ^^round.  This,  then,  I  take  to  be 
the  true  and  Intimate  extent  of  the  elaiin  oft 
neutral  nation :  that  her  ships  shall  be  eoosiderai 
as  a  part  of  her  territory,  and,  that  if  no  fnod  is 
committed  in  carrying  the  flag,  they  haveapei^ 
feet  rigb t  to  pass  unmolested.  But,  unfbrtnately, 
the  right  in  this  full  extent,  has  been  nfaaadoaed 
by  our  nation,  and,  however  we  may  regret  it.  we 
are  bound  by  the  surrender. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  by  mv  friend  fioai 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Ramdolpb.)  that  tne  nation  who 
has  the  mastery  of  the  sea,  always  finds  it  her  ia- 
terest  to  narrow  down  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
indeed,  attempts  have  been  made  by  dHTeient  na- 
tions totally  to  cut  ofl"  all  conn^ree  with  their 
enemies.  »o  with  Britain.  We  find,  nsesHyas 
the  year  1688.  that  this  was  insisted  upon  by  Great 
Britain.  In  her  treaty  with  Holland  of  that  year, 
she  agreed  to  prohibit  all  trade  with  Prance,  aid 
it  was  attempted  to  be  justified  upon  the  same 
ground  as  is  now  set  up  as  a  pretext  for  her  pres- 
ent aggressions — the  ground  of  necessity  and  the 
inordinate  ambition  of  the  French  Moaaieh. 
This  was  not  submitted  to  by  the  neutral  Powers 
Sweden  and  other  northern  nations  remooscraiei 
and  their  remonstrances  were,!  believe,  soccessfaL 

In  the  year  1757,  the  man  who  has  so  of^n  been 
alluded  to  by  the  epithet  of  **  back  sthirs,''  the  am- 
ent  Barl  of  Liverpool,  wrote  a  book  in  vindkA- 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  neo- 
tral  nations,  and  from  it  we  may  gather  his  seati- 
ments  on  the  treaty  just  mentioned.  After  qnodiig 
the  second  and  third  article  of  the  conventioB,  in 
which  it  was  agreed  that  they,  (Holland  and 
England,)  *'  would  take  any  ship  or  vessel,  what- 
'  ever  King  or  State  it  may  belong  to,  that  shaU 
*  be  found  sailing  into,  or  out  of,  the  ports  of 
^  France,  and  condemn  both  vessel  and  mercbaa- 
'  disc  as  legal  prize  \  and,  that  this  resolutkn  should 
'  be  notifidl  to  all  neutral  States,''  he  proceeds : 

"  8ach,  therefore,  at  this  time,  wss  ths  svswtd  ofm- 
ion  of  Holland,  snd  England  wss  induced  to  joinwitfi 
her  in  this  convention,  eireeding  therahy  these  boandt 
of  equity  and  moderstion  which  she  had  slaost  slvifi 
prsctissd,  in  this  point,  before,  and  which  sbe  will,  I 
hope,  most  foithfully  observe  for  the  iiitaie.  HmNot^ 
em  Crowns,  who  were  psrticulsrly  affM^ted  by  this  pro- 
hibition, contended  very  vehemently  against  it.  In  as- 
swer  to  their  objections,  were  urged  the  ciicomstsnoai 
of  sffiiirs,  the  dinger  of  Europe,  and  the  mi^Utf 
strength  of  that  ambitious  Power,  which,  if  some  ex- 
traordinary effort  was  not  made,  woald  bring  mankmd 
under  its  subjection.  It  is  remarkable  that  Puflendoit 
who  owed  his  fortune  and  employment  to  one  of  tfaosr 
Northern  Crowns,  was  of  opinion,  in  this  case,  sgaisist 
them,  and  thought  that  the  convention  might  be  josu- 
fisd.  It  is  not  meant  here,  st  present,  etthn  to  oencwe 
or  commend  it.  Circomstanoes  may  soraetimss  adbe 
a  thing  lawAil,  which,  considered  by  itseli;  weoU  be 
onjost  But,  such  times  are  traly  unhappy,  wfcfli  ■•- 
oessity  most  be  pleaded  in  support  of  a  right." 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool 
in  the  year  1757. 

But,  after  having  abandoned  the  doctrine  of  free 
ships  making  Aree  goods,  we  must  be  content  with 
endeavoring  to  examine  what  rights  ranain  to 
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neucrais.    Wrifers  apon  Dational  law,  who  have 
lupported  the  opposite  prioeiple,  have  attempted 
to  show  the  extent  of  neutral  rights  in  their  com- 
merce with  the  belligerent  nations,  and  the  prin- 
npai   restrictions  are,  that  they  eannot   carry 
snemy's  property,  or  goods  contraband  of  war. 
(Various  defiDitioBs  of  contraband  articles  have 
)een  given.    As  long  as  the  production  or  fabri- 
cation of  warlike  stores  and  arms  were  in  the 
lands  of  a  few  nations,  the  application  of  the 
>rinciple  to  them  might  have  been  just;  but 
^hen  they  have  become  common  to  almost  all 
lations,  they  are  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
>rovisions  and  other  articles  of  commerce,  and  it 
las  become  extremely  donbtfol  whether  toe  rea- 
loning  of  modern  politicians  in  regard  to  them  is 
torreci.  particulariy  when  nations  on  the  eve  of 
rar,  always  provide  themselves  with  sufficient 
nagazines  for  carrjfing  it  on.    But,  even  those 
vho  agree  in  the  principle  of  confiscating  contra- 
Mind  articles,  find  it  difficult  to  regulate  iu  extent. 
Vt  one  time,  it  is  so  restricted  as  to  exclude  from 
he  list  even  naval  stores  and  saltpetre  $  at  anoth- 
er, it  is  carried  to  a  ridiculous  extent.    Spain,  at 
»ne  time,  undertook  to  define  the  list  of  contra- 
band, and  declared  that  tobacco  should  be  included. 
[*his  became  a  ground  of  ofieoce  to  England,  and 
)ynkershoek,  who  mentions  the  fact  on  the  au- 
hority  of  Zouch,  says,  that  the  English,  on  this 
•ccasion.  granted  letters  of  reprisal  against  the 
Spaniards.    The  grave  Dutchman  then  conde- 
eends  to  be  jocose,  and  observes,  ^  whether  this 
controversy  about  tobacco  ended  in  smoke  or  no, 
I  am  ignorant.    This,  however^  I  know,  that  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  Spaniard  m  opinion,  as  no 
use  was  ever  made  of  tobacco  to  kill  an  enemy."* 
Now,  when  the  doctrine  of  contraband  may  be 
arried  to  such  dangerous,  and  even  ludicrous 
?n^hs,  does  it  not  appear  proper  to  abandon  it 
Itogether  ? 

But  recurring  to  the  same  authority  to  which  I 
ave  already  referred,  we  shall  find  what  Qreat 
(rttain  herself  understood  to  be  the  right  of  neu- 
rals  in  the  year  1757 : 

'*  It  cannot,  I  tfamk,  be  doubted,  that  aoeordiag  to 
loae  prineiples  4^*  natwal  equity,  wUeh  constatute 
le  law  of  natiens,  the  people  of  every  eoantiy  mast 
Iways  have  a  right  to  trade  in  general  to  the  porta  of 
ny  State,  thovgh  it  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war 
ith  another,  provided  it  be  in  their  own  merchan- 
iee»  or  on  their  own  account,  and  that  under  this  pre- 
mise they  do  not  attempt  to  screen  from  one  party 
10  effects  of  the  other,  and  on  condition  also  that  they 
iTTj  not  to  either  of  them  any  implements  of  war,  or 
hatever  else,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  respect* 
e  situations,  or  the  drcumstances  of  the  case,  may 

*  <<  De  tabaco  magnis  animis  inter  Hiq>ano8  et  An- 
los  qus  si  tum  esse  reiert  Zoucheus,  (part  2,  dt  jure 
ee..  Sec  8,  Q.  12,)  et  ab  Hispanis,  judicatum  inter  rea 
sritas  esse,  adeo  propterea  indignantibos  Anglis,  at 
:iam  contra  Hispanos  repressaUas,  conoeaserint  Sed 
1  ea  eontroTeisia  de  tabaeo  tandem  in  liimam  abterit, 
escio;  hoe  seio  me  Hispanis  non  eonscentire,  quia 
MTom  est  tabaoi  nullum  usnm  esse  ad  cadendum 
iMtem." — Bynkerakoek,  Qumai*  juris  pubHct^  Lib.  L 


be  necessary  to  them  for  their  defence.  As  clear  as 
this  point  may  be,  it  has  sufiicientiy  appeared  by  the 
facts  deduced  above,  that  amid  the  irregularitiea  of 
war,  the  rules  of  equity  in  this  respect  were  not  sl- 
ways  enough  regarded ;  and  that  many  Governments, 
ih  time  of  war,  have  often  most  licentiously  disturbed, 
and  sometimes  prohibited  totally,  the  commerce  of 
neutral  nations  with  their  enemies." — Discourse  on 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 

Here  is  no  mention  of  accustomed  trade.    En- 
emy's property  and  contraband  goods  alone  are 
mentioned  as  forbidden   to    be   carried  by  the 
neutral.     If  a  man  had  written  a  treatise  in 
defence  of  American  commerce  he  could  not 
have  been  more  explicit ;  be  could  not  now  have 
taken  a  different  ground.    We  claim  the  right  of 
carrying  our  own  property — the  products  of  our 
own  industry  and    enterprise — to  the  ports  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  in  our  own  ships, 
and  of  importing  goods  from  the  be! liferent  Pow- 
ers into  our  own  country.    This  is  aU  for  which 
we  contend.    We  send  money  to  the  East  Indies 
and  provisions  to  the  West  Indies,  and  we  re- 
ceive in  return   their  coffee  and  sugar,  which 
yields  us  a  nrofit,  and  of  which  we  obtain  greater 
quantities  than  are  reouired  for  our  own  con- 
sumption.   What  then?    Are  the  United  States 
bound  to  keep  on  hand  the  whole  surplus?    If 
so,  we  must  abandon  the  trade  altogether,  for  the 
accumulation  would  destroy  it.  No.  These  goods 
once  landed  become  part  oi  the  stock  of  the  na- 
tion, and  she  acquires  the  same  right  to  export 
them  to  foreign  countries,  that  she  has  to  export 
her  native  productions.    She  has  the  same  right 
to  send  them  to  Hamburg,  to  Holland,  to  France, 
and  to  Spain.    When  this  is  done  another  profit 
i.<:  obtained  by  our  merchants,  who  import  from 
Spain,  France,  and  Holland,  certain  articles  which, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States,  are  found  to 
be  beyond  our  wants,  or  better  suited  to  other 
markets,  and  are  aniin  exported.    Are  we  to  be 
deprived  of  this  right  too  ? 

Here  I  might  incidentally  notice  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  but  as  this  subject  has  been 
dilated  upon  verv  fully,  I  shall  make  but  a  sin- 
gle remarx.  Although  we  have  eiven  up  the 
doctrine  that  the  national  flas  shall  protect  bel- 
ligerent property  on  board  of  our  ships,  yet  no 
man  will  contend  that  this  relinquishment  has 
gone  so  far  as  to  admit  the  cruisers  of  a  nation  at 
war  to  take  from  our  ships  the  goods,  much  less 
the  persons  of  friends.  And  in  a  case  where  we 
find  a  British  officer  uniting  in  himself  the  char- 
acters of  party,  accuser,  and  judge,  I  do  think  the 
national  feelings  ought  to  be  called  forth.  Having 
thus,  as  I  think;  succinctly  stated  the  rieht  to 
carry  our  own  property  in  our  own  ships.  I  hope 
I  shall  be  indulged  in  making  a  few  remarks  on 
the  advantage  to  the  nation  of  that  species  of 
trade  roost  affected  by  the  principle  assumed  by 
the  British  Government. 

A  distinction  has  been  attempted  to  be  drawn 
between  the  agricultural  and  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  But  it  has  been  conce- 
ded, that  if  by  this  trade  the  national  wealth  has 
been  increased,  it  is  as  mDch  entitled  to  protec- 
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tioD  as  the  profit  which  spriogs  from  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil.  If  it  were  possible  to  eonfiae 
our  commerce  to  the  exportation  of  the  surplus  of 
our  agricultural  products,  and  to  the  introduction 
of  those  foreign  articlesof  which  we  are  in  want, 
there  is  no  man  but  would  aeree  that  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  carry  on  this  trade  by  our  own 
merchants,  and  in  our  own  ships,  as  both  the 
freight  and  the  profit  would  be  saved  to  the  na- 
tional stock.  For  instance,  cotton,  on  which  the 
averaee  profit  may  be  stated  on  ever^  pound  ex- 
ported at  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  cents,  and 
the  freight  at  three  cents.  If,  therefore,  the  car- 
riage ol  this  article  is  made  in  our  own  ships,  we 
save  on  every  pound  of  cotton  exported  five  and 
a  half  cents,  which,  if  transported  by  foreign 
merchants  in  foreign  vessels,  would  fo  into  the 
pockets  of  foreigners.  The  same  thing  may  be 
said  with  regard  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
commodities  xrom  foreign  countries.  There  can, 
therefore,  be  no  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
the  advantages  of  this,  which  may  be  called  the 
direct  carrying  trade. 

We  now  come  to  the  second  branch  of  the  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  been  so  much  reprobated ; 
this  consists  in  importing  foreign  products,  and 
re-exporting  the  surplus  of  those  products  be- 
yond our  own  consumption.  This  may  be  called 
the  circuitous  branch  of  it.  Independent  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  to  the  merchant,  there  are 
other  ad  vantafi^es  arising  from  it  to  the  consumer. 
Where  there  is  a  fair  competition  in  the  market, 
an  importation  of  any  article  much  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  people,  naturally  tends  to  reduce  the 
price,  even  altbouffn  it  should  be  intended  to  ex- 
port the  excess.  For  if  the  importer  can  get  a 
reasonable  profit,  he  will  prefer  selling  at  home  to 
encountering  the  perils  or  the  sea,  and  the  uncer- 
tainties of  a  foreign  market.  A  surplus  of  im- 
ported productions,  therefore,  is  a  circumstance 
which  naturally  brings  them  down  to  their  min- 
imum value.  This  is  the  first  advantage,  and  is 
sensibly  felt  by  the  planter.  The  second  arises 
from  the  peculiarity  of  our  own  situation.  Most 
of  the  manufactures  which  we  want  are  imported 
from  England ;  the  proceeds  of  our  exports  to 
other  countries  of  Europe  are  ordered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  there  constitute  a  fund  from  which 
the  importing  merchant  pays  debts  due  there. 
In  proportion  to  the  accumulation  of  this  fund, 
the  price  of  exchange  falls,  and  the  merchant  is 
enabled  to  import  more  with  the  same  capital ; 
the  quantity  imported  will  exceed  the  demand 
here,  and  those  manufactures  will  again  be  kept 
at  their  minimum  value.  These  are  the  advan- 
tages to  the  consumer,  and  are  but  slightly  con- 
nected with  the  mercantile  profit  on  the  trade. 
But  there  is  an  advantage  independent  of  mere 
profit,  which  I  have  hinted  at,  but  which  has  not 
been  noticed  in  this  debate — I  mean  the  freight. 
From  a  statement  on  your  table  it  appears,  that 
in  the  foreign  trade,  six  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  tons  of  American  shipping  are  annually 
employed.  The  price  of  freight  in  time  of  peace 
from  Great  Britain  to  America  might  be  estima- 
ted at  £2  sterling  per  ton.    Taking  this  as  an 


average  rate,  if  we  reckon  it  at  as  much  oat,  and 
calcuhte  upon  two  voyages  a  year,  this  would  be 
£8  sterling  per  ton ;  but  supposing  only  half  the 
shipping  to  be  employed,  and  reckooioff  at  this 
old  peace  average,  the  amount  of  freight  would 
be  upwards  of  eleven  millions  of  doUars;  sea- 
men's wages  may  perhaps  be  not  inaccorately  es* 
timated  at  about  three  millions  of  doUais,  de- 
ducting which,  it  will  be  found  on  this  moderate 
calculation  that  there  is  an  annual  benefit  drawn 
from  this  freight-trade  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars. I  ask,  then,  if  this  trade  is  not  worth  pro- 
tecting ?  I  might  further  show  the  advantage  of 
this  trade  to  the  agricultural  interest,  by  sutiag 
that  the  increase  of  capital  from  the  profits  of  it 
enables  the  merchant  to  give  a  higher  price  for 
the  productions  of  the  planter  and  fanner. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  cootm  con- 
templated by  the  resolution  will  be  adequate  to 
procure  a  redress  of  the  injuries  of  which  we 
complain.  In  every  discussion  of  this  kind  the 
first  consideration  is  whether  the  measure  which 
we  are  about  to  adopt  will  be  the  most  distreniag 
to  ourselves  or  to  our  adversarjr,  and  the  second, 
whether  it  will  be  such  as  to  induce  the  Power 
injuring  us  to  desist  from  her  agressions.  I  gave 
my  reasons  on  a  former  occasion  for  believiof 
that  a  total  prohibition  of  British  goods  will  not 
answer  our  purpose ;  I  believe,  however,  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  will.  By  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  that  in  the 
trade  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain 
there  is  a  balance  in  her  favor  of  twelve  millioDs 
of  dollars  per  annum.  There  are  some  consid- 
erations which  induce  me  to  think  this  estimau 
overrated.  All  goods  paying  ad  valorem  dotiei 
imported  from  the  East  Indies  are  estimated  at 
the  custom-house  by  adding  twenty  per  cent,  to 
their  original  cost,  and  those  imported  from  Eu- 
rope by  adding  10  per  cent  on  the  invoice  price; 
deducting  this  advance  from  the  am9unt  of  goods 

Saying  duties  ad  valorem,  imported  from  British 
ominionsy  and  the  sum  will  be  diminished  two 
or  three  millions.  The  true  balance  of  trade 
carried  on  in  our  own  ships  is  best  shown  by  the 
difference  between  the  amount  of  goods  imported 
at  the  cost  at  the  places  from  which  they  are 
brought,  and  the  amount  of  products  exported  at 
the  places  to  which  they  are  carried ;  and  the 
freignt  always  constituting  a  part  of  the  price,  a 
trade  mav  be  advantageous  to  a  nation  merely  oy 
saving  the  carriage.  But  the  profit  ought  at 
least  to  be  taken  into  view.  I  may  be  incorrect, 
but  I  believe  not  much,  in  supposing  the  profit  on 
cotton  exported  to  Great  Britain  to  be  two  cents 
a  pound,  it  would  amount,  upon  an  average  of 
three  years,  to  half  a  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num. This  ought  also  to  be  deducted  from  the 
balance  as  reported  by  the  Secretary.  In  this 
way  the  relative  difference  between  the  amount 
of  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the  Bcitish 
dominions  is  materially  diminished;  and  after 
this  calculation  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  this 
difference  does  not  exceed  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
This  excess  of  imports  over  exports  must  be  made 
up  from  our  trade  to  other  countries — ^from  our 
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trade  to  Hulland,  France,  Spain,  and  so  on.  Nor 
is  this  source  inadequate.  Taking  only  two  arti- 
cles of  our  export  to  those  countries — I  mean  cot- 
ton and  coffee — of  the  first  of  which  France 
takes  about  one-foarth  of  all  which  we  ship,  and 
making  the  same  deductions  which  I  haye  before 
stated  on  goods  imported  and  paying  duties  ad 
ralorem,  and  without  calculating  the  profit  on 
)ther  articles,  I  think  I  may  be  warranted  in 
stating  the  whole  amount  ot  our  exports  to  all 
)arts  of  the  world,  estimated  upon  the  Secreta- 
y's  report,  for  three  years,  at  an  arerage  of  sev- 
mty-two  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  our 
mports  at  seventy  millions,  leaying  a  balance  to 
he  United  States  of  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
ars.  This  sum  added  to  what  I  have  said  arises 
Vom  our  freight,  namely,  eight  millions  of  dol- 
ars,  produces  a  clear  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
ars  as  the  annual  average  profit  to  the  nation  on 
>ur  trade  with  the  whole  world.  This  is  the  fruit 
)f  thirteen  years  neutrality,  and  it  is  this  sum 
vhich,  accumulating  in  the  bands  of  our  mer- 
ihants,  has  formed  the  capital  which  enables 
hem  to  carry  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
effectually  contradicts  the  charge  of  covering 
property. 

If  I  am  right  in  stating  the  balance  of  trade 
tetween  us  and  Great  Britain  at  ten  millions  of 
loUars  in  her  favor,  every  step  which  we  may 
ake  tending  to  reduce  this  balance,  will  so  far 
operate  to  her  injury.  This  may  be  done  by 
idoptinff  the  course  recommended  in  the  resolu- 
ion  before  us.  In  doing  this,  it  behooves  us  to 
iingle  out  such  articles  as  we  can  do  without,  or 
^hich  we  can  procure  from  other  countries. 
This  will  affect  Ghreat  Britain  without  materially 
njurin^  ourselves.  The  prohibition  in  the  reso- 
ution  IS  confined  to  articles  which  may  be  got 
rom  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  manufactured 
iX  home.  In  this  way  we  may  diminish  the  bal- 
mce  against  us  in  our  British  trade,  and  if  we 
iould  so  far  reduce  it,  it  would  be  an  annual  loss 
0  that  nation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  while  it 
ivould  injure  us  but  little.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
ler  interest  to  prevent  the  effects  of  this  measure 
»y  desisting  from  her  aggressions,  and  by  adopt- 
ng  a  system  fountled  in  justice  and  mutual  ad- 
rantage  to  the  neutral  and  to  the  belligerent. 

But  while  I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  I 
vish  it  had  been  accompanied  by  some  measures 
ionnected  with  a  permanent  system  of  naviga« 
ion  laws,  such  as  I  had  the  honor  of  introducing. 


loes  not  flow  from  our  commercial  regulations. 
[t  arises  from  the  circumstances  of  the  times — 
!roro  the  war  between  the  great  maritime  nations 
>f  Europe.  Their  ships  must  be  armed ;  they 
DUst  have  more  men;  provisions  with  them  are 
iearer  than  with  us;  they  cannot  sail  as  cheap  as 
we  can,  and  to  this  inability  must  be  added  the 
difference  in  the  rate  of  insurance.  These  are 
the  causes  of  the  decrease  of  foreign  tonnage  in 
our  trade.  Another  consideration  shows  that  this 
effect  does  not  proceed  from  our  commercial  reg- 


ulations. Great  Britain  lays  higher  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  American  ships,  than  the  difference 
paid  in  duties  on  goods  brought  to  the  United 
States  in  foreign  and  American  vessels.  On  some 
articles  it  amounts  to  one-third  of  the  duty ;  add 
to  this  that  our  vessels  are  charged  port  duties, 
light-money,  and  other  duties  much  beyond  those 
which  are  paid  by  her  ships  in  our  ports.  Com- 
bining all  tnese  circumstances  together,  it  will  be 
found  that  American  vessels,  in  tne  trade  carried 
on  to  Great  Britain,  sail  under  great  disadvanta- 
ges from  commercial  arrangements,  and  are  ex- 
posed to  greater  burdens  in  her  ports  than  British 
vessels  are  in  ours.  The  same  observations  ap- 
ply in  a  ffreat  degree  to  our  intercourse  with  the 
other  beUigerent  Powers.  Besides,  we  are  pro- 
hibited from  trading  to  the  British  colonies  in  our 
own  ships.  We  are  not  permitted  to  go  there 
unless  by  proclamations  of  their  Governors,  dic- 
tated sometimes  bv  necessity,  and  often  by  ca- 
price. By  the  English  navigation  act  we  cannot 
c^rry  anything  but  articles  of  the  growth  or  pro- 
duct of  our  own  country,  while  we  permit  every- 
thing to  be  brought  from  Great  Britain.  I  should 
suppose  it  would  be  right  to  meet  her  regulations 
by  adopting  reciprocal  ones,  and  to  prohibit  any 
articles  being  brought  by  her  vessels  into  the 
United  States,  which  are  not  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  British  dominions. 
I  hope  a  provision  of  this  nature  will  at  some 
future  day  make  a  part  of  our  permanent  navi- 
gation system.  I  have  declared  myself  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table ;  yet,  however  in- 
consistent it  may  appear  to  some  gentlemen,  I 
must  be  indulged  in  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
final  question  will  be  delayed  for  a  few  days.  It 
has  been  already  said  that  a  great  length  of  time 
(nearly  four  months)  has  elapsed  since  we  have 
beard  from  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  and  from  the  importance  of  the  events 
which  are  passing  on  the  great  theatre  of  Europe, 
it  is  probable  they  will  have  no  inconsiderable 
effect  on  her  measures  towards  us.  Our  Minister 
is  now  engaged  in  a  negotiation,  the  result  of 
which  I  should  wish  to  know  before  we  act  on 
this  resolution.  I  therefore  hope,  that  after  we 
have  made  a  little  further  progress  in  this  discus- 
sion, the  Committee  will  rise,  and  take  some  fu- 
ture time  to  deliberate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eppes  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise.  The  subject  had  been  long  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  they  were  perfectly  ripe  for  a  decis- 
ion ;  tne  subject  pressed  for  a  decision.  After  a 
vote  on  the  resolution,  a  bill  must  be  brought  in, 
on  every  item  of  which  a  discussion  inay  take 
place,  and  then  it  will  still  remain  to  be  discussed 
in  the  other  branch.  As  to  any  change  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  they  ought  to  have  no  influence  upon 
our  affairs  in  this  decision.  I  wish  that  Great 
Britain  knew  at  this  moment  the  step  which  the 
nation  is  about  to  take,  that  she  might  learn  that 
when  our  rights  are  invaded,  we  will  not  hesitate 
to  take  measures  for  obtaining  redress. 

Mr.  Shilib  likewise  opposed  the  motion.  He 
asked  whether  it  became  them  to  wait  for  a  state 
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of  affairs  more  favorable  to  Britain  than  the  pres- 
ent, and  whether  the  United  States  would  then 
be  enabled  to  meet  her  on  better  ground.  Sup- 
posing even  there  was  a  probability  of  a  favora- 
Die  treaty  being  formed,  it  ought  to  have  no  in- 
fluence on  their  decision,  for  it  was  known  that 
as  soon  as  a  treaty  was  ratified,  it  became  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  repealed  all  interfering  laws. 
One  thing,  however,  was  important,  that  even 
supposing  a  treaty  to  be  formed,  Great  Britain 
should  see  we  were  determined  not  to  be  tram- 
pled on,  hot  to  resist  her  aggressions. 

The  motion  for  the  €k>mmitiee  to  rise  having 
been  rejected,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  res- 
oiution  originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholson, 
when  the  Uommittee  rose,  and  the  House  con- 
curred in  its  adoption — yeas  87,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiAS — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Bladdedge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bloant,  Robert 
Brown,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler,  Geoige  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clin- 
ton, jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
ard CutU,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms, 
David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ne- 
hemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lvon,  Duncan 
McFarland,  Patrick  Magrnder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Guidon  8.  Mnmford, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pagh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Penn^lvania,  J(^n  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Rassell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Martin  6.  Sdinneman,  James  l^oan,  John  Srailie, 
John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Yar- 
Bum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hiU,  Ehphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  WiUiams»  Manna- 
duke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Silas  Betton,  Phanuel  BiBhop,  James  M. 
Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey»  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Ihina,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  EUas  Earie,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richaid  Stan- 
lord,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samnel 
Taggsrt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Tenney,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Daniel  C.  VerplandL,  and  Peleg  Wads- 
worth. 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in 
a  bill. 

Messrs.  Alston,  Smilie,Leib,  and  Southard, 
opposed  this  reference,  and  advocated  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee. 

The  motion  of  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  disagreed  to  without  a  di- 


vision ;  when  the  reference  to  a  select  commiita 
of  five  members,  composed  of  Messrs.  Muarou. 
BiDWELL,  Smilib,  Eppbs,  and  Alston,  obiaiod 

Mr.  Early  laid  a  resdution  on  the  taUe, 
declaring  it  expedient,  in  the  opinion  oftlie  Hoose. 
to  adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  in  April 

Mr.  Grboo  observed  that  as  it  appealed  to  be 
the  sense  of  the  House,  not  to  go  further  thb  ses- 
sion than  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolsODn  just 
agreed  to,  and  as  it  was  the  wish  of  some  tnide- 
men  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Wkolf 
from  the  resolution  which  he  had  had  the  hour 
to  submit,  he  would  move  that  the  Conuaineetf 
the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  thai  ren- 
lution. 

Mr.  Sloam  having  acqaiesoed  in  the  mat 
course  with  regard  to  his  resolution,  tbeCoaiDit- 
tee  were  discuirged,  without  a  division,  fton  the 
further  consideration  of  both  those  propositias. 

These  resolutions  having  been,  by  diisfoft, 
again  brought  before  the  House,  Mr.  Sailt  mored 
to  postpone  them  indefinitely,  hot  withdiw  his 
motion,  on  Mr.  Orbuo  and  Mr.  Sloam  agneii^ 
to  withdraw  their  respective  resolotioas. 


Tuesday,  March  18. 

Mr.  jACKSOif,  from  the  committee  appoioted,ai 
the  twenty-third  of  December  last,  on  a  Mesaje 
from  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States,  trur 
mitting  a  report  from  the  Governor  and  Presidisf 
Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  relaQve  to 
the  state  of  that  Territory,  made  a  report  thereoo; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the  ubte. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  present* 
ed  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  litis  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  oext 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  coofereoce 
desired  by  thb  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  (he 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  LaodaU," 
and  disagreed  to  by  this  House;  aod  itarea^ 
pointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  oa  thor 
part. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  fourth  instant,  to  the  bill  aotbori* 
zing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Poto- 
mac, in  the  District  of  Columbia :  Wberenpoa, 
the  amendments  to  the  first,  third,  fourth,  fi^^ 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
said  bill  being  again  read,  were,  upon  the  qnes' 
tion  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bf  ^ 
House. 

The  amendment  to  the  last  proviso  in  theeler- 
enth  section  of  the  said  bill  being  under  coBsidet- 
ation,  the  said  proviso  was  read^  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

"  And  provided  Jurther,  TTist,  if  the  net  4B»«*1 
revenue  arising  from  the  said  tolls  shall,  at  inj  tiv^ 

exceed  the  average  rate  of per  centum  per  annus 

upon  the  capital  stock  actually  subwTibed  for,  a/lar  <i^ 
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ducting  the  annaal  expense  of  keeping  and  maintain- 
ing the  said  bridge,  properly  repaired,  and  fumiafaed 
with  all  necessary  attendance  and  implements,  of  com* 
pcDsating  the  officers,  agents,  and  servants,  of  the  said 
company,  and  other  incidental  anntial  expenses  in  car- 
jying  on  the  business  of  the  said  company ;  then,  and 
in  that  case,  the  rates  of  toll  may  be  uiereafter  altered 
and  regulated  as  Congress  may  judge  proper ;  and  the 
President  and  Directors  of  said  company  shmll  lay  before 
Congress  the  annual  aceounts  of  their  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, as  also  of  Ae  capital  employed  m  the  erec- 
tion of  the  said  bridge :" 

The  question  being  taken  that  the  House  do 
igree  with  the  Coraaiittee  of  the  whole  House  in 
tkeir  ameodmeBt  to  fill  up  the  blank  ia  the  said 
proTisQy  for  the  rate  per  cenlum  therein  to  be  al- 
lowed, with  tke  words  ^' tweBty-foiMr :"  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  49,  oays  53,  as  follows: 

YxAs — George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Jones  M. 
9room,  WiUiam  Butler,  Mattin  Chittendeii,  Chnsto- 
>her  Chirk,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Efias  Earle, 
uBteb  Sifis,  Bbenezer  Elmer,  James  M.  Gamett,  Pe- 
erson  €roodwyn,  Silas  Halsey,  8eth  Hastings,  Dairid 
Solmes,  David  Hough,  James  KeHy,  Thomas  Kenan, 
foseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Thomas  Mo«««, 
fonatfaan  O.  Mosely,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Josiah 
)uincy,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTsRiia,  Jacob  Riehards, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin 
}.  Schuneman,  J^ohn  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  l^raJd- 
Bg,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stec&nan,  Samuel  Tag- 
^rt,  Philip  R.  Thompson  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Jri  Tncy,  Abnan  Trigg,  Philip  Van  C<^andt,  Kiitian 
C.  Van  R^nsselser,  Peleg  Wadswortfa,  John  Wkitehill, 
SUphalei  Wiekes,  Dand  R.  Wfllioms,  Alexander  WU- 
on,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jesq^  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Da- 
id  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
}lake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  RobeK  Brown,  George 
^.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
tick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninahield, 
lamuel  W.  Dana,  Eara  Darby>  John  Davenport,  junk»v 
WiUiam  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  EUiot»  WiUtaai 
!:iy,  William  Findley,  James  Fuk,  Charies  Golds- 
*orongh,  Edwin  Gtay,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamil- 
on,  Michael  Leib^  Doncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
iruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Mor- 
ow,  Ghirdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin, 
Pimothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
iolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
ibenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
(mith,  Henry  Southard,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel 
Vnney,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Matthew  Walton,  Robert 
Yhitehin,  Maimaduke  WiUiams,  and  Nathan  Wil- 


ams. 


A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
Qg  pat,  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  said  proriso 
nth  the  word  "  twenty,"  it  was  resolved  in  the 
ffirmatire. 

The  other  amendments  to  the  said  eleventh 
ection  being  under  consideration,  were,  tipon  the 
[oestioQ  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
louse. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ng  put,  further  to  amend  the  xaid  bill,  bv  adding, 
It  the  end  thereof,  a  new  section,  in  the  words 
bllowing,  to  wit : 

**  And  it  itjurther  enaekdj  That,  in  case  said  bridge 
iioiildy  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  destroyed^  and  the 


corporate  property  of  the  said  company  ahould  thereby 
prove  insufiieient  to  pay  the  debts  owing  by  said  com- 
pany, each  creditor  of  sud  company,  after  having  ob- 
tained judgment  against  said  company  for  the  debt  ow- 
ing to  him,  may  levy  bis  execution  on  the  persons  or 
private  property  of  the  individuals  composing  said  com* 
pany  at  ^e  time  of  the  destruction  of  said  bridge,  and 
have  satiafiiction  from  each  of  said  individuals  for  a  snm 
that  shall  have  the  same  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
said  judgment  as  the  share,  or  number  of  shares,  in  the 
said  bridge,  owned  by  the  individual  upon  whom  the 
execution  be  levied,  bears  to  the  whole  aiunber  of  ao» 
tive  shares  in  the  same :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  44,  nays  65^  as 
follows : 

YiAB — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby, 
Peter  Early,  James  EUiot,  Caleb  ElUs,  WilUara  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  L.  Green* 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan 
MacFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
James  Sloan,  John  C.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Jo- 
seph B.  Vanram,  Peleg  Wadswortb,  Matthew  Waltooj 
John  WhitehUl,  Robert  WhitehSl,  David  R.  Wilkams, 
and  Marmaduke  Williams. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  BurweQ 
Bassett,  C^eorge  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William 
BlacUedge,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Clatbome,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun*,  Frederick 
Conmd  Richard  Cntts,  uSua  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Ebenexer  Elmer,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peters 
son  Gobdwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, William  Helms,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan^ ,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newton^Jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Qtnncy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  nussell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard 8tanft>rd,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee^ 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Philip  R. 
Thempson,  IM  Tzacy,  Philip  Van  Cortlaadt,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Eliphalet  Wiekes,  Nathan  Wil^ 
liams.  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winstou. 

The  Home  proceeded  forther  to  anentf  the  nid 
bill :  wbcn,  an  adjonnmieiit  heing  catted  for,  the 
House  adjovroed* 

Wbbivesdat,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Prince  William,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  expressive  or 
their  wishes,  and  praying  that  the  bill  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac, 
in  the  D4strict  of  Colnmbia,  may  be  passed  iiitoa 
law. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Staivton,  one  of  the  members  from  tite 
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Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  presented  to  the  House 
several  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembler  of 
the  said  State,  disagreeing  to  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Pennsylvania,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  ofthe  United  States,  so  as  to  confine 
the  judiciary  power  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stales  to  certain  cases  in  the  said  resolution  spe- 
cified ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  Gbego,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fourth  ulti-  opmionoi  me  committee,  psracoiany  mtowBngttiM 

mo,  the  memorial  of  the  regents  of  the  Uoiver-  United  States,  intsmnch  as  it  would  grestlj  obiaa 

sity  of  Orleans,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  the  yalueof  the  puUic  lands  noitbwMt of  the  (^ 


the  committee,  be  correctly  estimated  by  idbRBoe  ti  i 
draaght  of  part  of  the  river,  and  notei  explasilniy 
thereof  whidi  accompany  the  memonaL  Oif  the  is- 
meaae  utility  of  the  proposed  canal  no  one  on  doak 
who  reflects  for  a  moment  upon  the  vast  extent  oUb' 
tile  coontry  which  is  watered  by  the  Ohio  taiiistn!^ 
ntarv  streams,  and  upon  the  incalcolaUe  inooDt  of 
produce  which  most,  of  course,  necessarOy  iad  iti  vaj 
to  market  by  descending  that  river  and  encosoiaing 
the  danger  and  diffieolties  of  paaaing  iti  nfik  Bot, 
besides  the  general  advantages  which  would  molt 
from  the  oomj^etion  of  the  proposed  cansi,  it  ii,nLtk 
inion  of  the  committee,  particnlariy  interefCiDgtothi 


was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Saturday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  ^  as  relates  to  the  organiza- 
tion and  classification  of  the  militia,  and  to  the 
augmentation  of  our  land  forces,  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  declara- 
tory act  relating  to  the  exemption  of  mariners  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  sea  service  of  any  citizen 
or  merchant  within  the  United  States  from  mili- 
tia duty ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leare  to 
report  oy  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Potomac,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  been  informed  that  the 
honorable  James  Jackbon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  the  State  of  Georgia,  died  yesterday, 
have  appointed  a  committee  to  take  order  for 
superintending  his  funeral. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
message:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  unanimously^  That  t^is  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  Jambs  Jackson,  Esq.,  late 
a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  unanimously^  That  the  members  of 
this  House  do  wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  that  distinguished  Rev- 
olutionary patriot. 

CANAL  AT  THE  RAPIDS  OF  THE  OHIO. 

Mr.  BoTLB,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  tenth  ultimo,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  report 
therex>n;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted, on  the  fifth  instant,  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  of  the  practicability  of  opening  the  prc^MMed 
oanal,  and  of  its  prsierence  to  one  contemplated  on 
the  opposite  side  ofthe  river,  as  well  on  account  ofthe 
greater  fiicility  of  its  aecompludiment,  as  of  the  supe- 
rior advantages  that  would  result  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  when  accomplished,  may,  in  the  opinion  of 


There  can  be  hut  little  doubt  that,  hy  the  additioDil  tibt 
it  would  give  to  the  public  land^  the  United  Stun 
would  be  more  than  remunerated  lor  the  aid  viocklb 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  have  solicited. 

From  these  considerationB  the  committee  vnU  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  a  donation  or  snbaeri^of 
shsies  to  the  amount  oontempUted  by  the  lav  o(  ^ 
Legiilature  of  Kentucky  incorporating  the  OfaiDCuil 
Company,  if  they  believed  the  state  of  the  poii&e 
finances  was  such  as  to  justify  it.  But,  ban  tk  ip- 
plications  already  made  for  aid  in  opening  caniltiitii 
probable  that,  if  the  United  Sutes  enter  upon  eipma 
of  this  kind,  those  expenses  cannot  be  inoouideililei 
and,  as  the  revenue  of  the  United  Statei  ii  tlra^ 
pledged,  almost  to  the  full  amount,  for  puipoies,  tboogl 
not  more  useful,  yet  more  urgent,  the  oommittee  iff 
induced  to  submit  the  IbUovring  resolution: 

Resohed^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant,  at  piaetf, 
the  aid  solicited  by  the  Legislature  of  KeiitodT|& 
opening  a  canal  to  avoid  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio. 

Tbdrsoat,  March  20. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PresidcDttf 
the  United  States,  communicating  informadofiffi 
relation  to  innovations  of  Spanish  troops  oa  tke 
Sabine.  The  Message  was  read,  and,  toftths 
with  the  documento  transmitted  therevit^  9' 
dered  to  lie  3n  the  table. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ind 
renort  from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  tniumittug 
a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  who  hire  ib»k 
contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  of  the  Ufi»^ 
States^  since  the  last  day  of  December,  one  tiioQ- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four,  showiajf  theten^ 
and  duration  of  each  contract,  respectively;  o>^ 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  tK 
thirteenth  instant ;  which  were  read,  aod  ordeiH 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clabk,  from  the  committee  to  whom  f" 
referred,  on  the  fifth  instant,  a  letter  from  theSK- 
retary  of  the  Navy,  communicating  the  vni^ 
and  extent  of  the  serrices  rendered  to  die  capu^ 
crew  of  the  late  frigate  Philadelphia,  by  ius  1^ 
ish  Migestv's  Consul  at  Tripoli,  made  a^ 
thereon;  which  was  read  and  considered:  ^^|^ 
upon,  the  resolution  contained  in  the  stid^rp^ 
in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  twoHoQ^ 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  tables  in  the  worts 
following,  to  wit : 

Besokftd,  ky  the  Sentde  and  Bomn  rf  B^^*^ 
Hses  of  the  dmied  States  of  Anuriea  m  C^^Z 
sembkd,  That  the  Prendant  of  the  Uaitsd  fiw^  " 
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requested  to  caiue  to  be  made  known  to  Nteholas  C. 
Niflsen,  Eeq.,  hb  Danish  Majesty's  Consul,  residing  at 
Tripoli,  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  his 
disinterested  and  benerolent  attentions  manifested  to 
Captain  Bainbridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  during  the 
time  of  their  captivi^  in  Tripoli. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolation  be  engrossed 
md  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Fbidat,  March  21. 

Sereral  petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
)f  New  York,  si^ed  bv  sundry  of  the  said  in- 
labitants,  in  behuf  of  the  several  wards  of  the 
•id  city,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
)rayinff  that  permanent  defence  for  the  city  and 
)ort  of  New  York,  may  be  speedily  commenced, 
m  a  scale  that  will  insure  protection  against  na- 
ionai  hostilitv,  or  predatory  incursions ;  and  that 
he  harbor  of  New  York  may  be  made  the  station 
)f  such  ships  of  war  as  are  not  otherwise  em- 
ployed.— Referred  to  a  Committee  of 'the  whole 
Souse  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MuMFORD,  from  the  committee  appointed 
in  the  seventeenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
oerchaodise;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eom- 
aitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
donday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
)ffice  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  further  to 
iter  and  establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was 
ead  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
rhole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  SpBacfiR  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Postmaster  Gteneral,  showing  the  ob- 
troctioDs  to  the  transmission  of  the  mail  from 
Lthens,  in  the  State  of  Gkorgia,  to  New  Orleans ; 
nd  giving  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
pening  a  horse  road  between  the  same  points, 
oade  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
f  the  seventeenth  instant;  which  were  read,  ana 
eferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
rhom  was  committed,  on  the  twentieth  ultimo, 
he  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
government,  for  the  year  one  thotisand  eight  hun- 
ired  and  six. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for 
recting  certain  light-houses  in  tne  State  of  Massa- 
husetts,  and  for  building  a  beacon  or  pier  at 
Iridgeport,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  which 
ras  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
be  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  engrossed  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a  joint 
esolution  of  the  two  Houses,  expressive  ot  the 
ense  of  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and  benevo- 
rat  attentions  of  his  Danish  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Pripoii,  to  Captain  Bainbridge,  his  officers,  and 
rew,  during  their  captivity  at  Tripoli,  was  read 
he  third  time. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  resolu- 
ion  do  pass,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do 
«rry  the  same  to  the  SenatCi  and  desire  thir  eon- 
!Urreoce. 

Mr.  Earlt  offered  the  following  resolution : 


Raohed,  That  the  standing  and  select  committees 
be  directed  to  report  on  all  the  businesa  heretofore  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  now  depending,  before  the  last 
Wednesday  of  the  present  month. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  opposed  this  motion,  and  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  acting  on  the  resolution 
relative  to  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Earlt  withdrew  his  motion,  and  said  that 
he  would  pursue  this  course. 

Mr.  E.  then  withdrew  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  a  few  days  since,  relative  to  an  adjournment, 
and  substituted  in  lieu  thereof  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  the 
two  Houses  on  the  first  Monday  of  April. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  resolution  until  Monday  wee^ 
to  allow,  in  the  interim,  time  for  the  adoption  of 
the  national  business  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Early  disclaimed  any  intention  to  defeat 
the  measure  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

After  some  further  debate  the  motion  of  post- 
ponement prevailed. 

RULES  OF  TH£  H0U8E. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  motion 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House  and  he  would,  in 
a  few  words,  state  the  reason  which  influenced 
him. 

The  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  a  partial  non-importa- 
tion of  the  products  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain^  is  now  before  us,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
again  engaged  on  the  subject  of  our  differences 
with  that  nation :  a  subject  which  has  been,  and 
probably  will  be  again,  embraced  as  a  theme  on 
which  much  of  the  precious  time  of  this  House 
has  been  spent,  and  I  think  its  dignity  prostrated ; 
in  talking  about,  and  animadverting  on  all  the  lit- 
tle local  party  divisions^  which  have  been  artfuUy 
attempted  to  be  raised  in  different  sections  of  this 
Union  by  designing  individuals  and  newspaper 
writers^  but  which,  as  to  principle,  do  not  in  re- 
ality exist :  in  attempting,  by  low  epithets  and  per- 
sonal allusions,  to  criminate  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  this  country,  who  not  only  possesses  the 
entire  confidence,  and  is  the  pride  and  boast  of  al- 
most unanimous  America,  but  has  been  eulogized 
throughout  Europe, and  the  whole  civilized  world, 
for  the  salutary  measures  which  he  has  recom- 
mended and  adopted,  to  lessen  his  own  patronage, 
to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  to  preserve 
peace,  and  to  render  their  independence,  freedom, 
and  happiness,  permanent  and  secure,  and  whose 
political  life  will  be  transmitted  to  posterity,  in  the 
fairest  pages  of  history,  as  a  model  of  public  virtue, 
and  true  patriotism :  In  canvassing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  another  President;  in  attempting  to  excite 
jealousies,  and  disturb  the  harmony  and  unanmity 
of  the  nation,  at  this  momentous  crisis — besides 
the  low  personal  abuse,  which,  while  that  subject 
was  before  under  consideration,  has  been  levelled 
at  a  great  number  of  the  most  respectable  members 
of  this  House — all  of  which,  I  deem  a  gross  vio- 
lation of  its  dignity,  and  the  honor  of  the  nationi 
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and  which  I  will  set  my  face  agaiftsC,  while  I  am  |  hftve  such  coD6deiiee  ia  the  Presideot,  that  I  be- 

' '  '    -  Here,  if  he  had  received  this  iafonBation,  be  woaid 

Dot  hare  suffered  his  offieer  to  remain  a  moflMat 
in  place.  But  yood,  just,  and  honast  himseif,  he 
listens  to  earwigs  who  surrowid  bim,  who  extol 
this  officer^  and  whisper  sweet  thinicB  in  hit  hrot. 
I  think  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  GoTeranent  to 
take  this  step.  As  to  the  represeotatiFe  put  of  it 
I  have  little  apprehension,  as  I  know  that  ia  case 
•of  misconduct  tne  election  screw,  that  adminble 
feature  of  the  system,  will  apply  an  abaodantran- 
edy.  But  when  an  officer  in  the  BxecatiTe  De- 
partment is  found  to  be  undesenrtngof  oonfidesce 
It  is  right  that  the  people  should  know  it;  aa^ 
with  the  convictions  I  entertain,  I  shonld  aoc  do 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  make  this  motion^  befoce  ibe 
end  of  my  political  life,  which  ma^  in  a  few  days 
expire — I  therefore  submit  the  following  resolBiioo: 

Rtaohed,  That  a  eommsttee  be  appmnted  t»  iupirs 
into  Ae  condact  of  Gideon  Granger,  Postmaster  Gear 
eral  of  the  ymted  States,  and  rapoK  their  opiiiiM 
ther  the  said  Gideon  Gnager  hath  ao  aetad  m  \ 
padty  of  Postmaster  General,  ai  to  re^nive  tte 
poeitaon  of  the  Constitattanal  power  of  tfaaa  Hbqm. 

The  House  haviBg  agreed  to  consider  this  res- 
olution, 

Mr.  Dana  suggested  the  expediency  of  lettiaf 
it  lie  for  a  day,  as  an  important  principle  was  ia- 
volved  in  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Clabk  replied,  that  though  he  fdt  tbe 
strongest  disposition  to  be  oUiffing,  be  could  aot 
agree  to  the  postponement.  The  session  was  pres- 
sing towards  a  dose,  and  there  was  ao  time  to  be 
lost.  The  inquiry  ought  to  be  made,  that  the  o^ 
fioer  implicated  might,  if  innocent,  be  acquitted ; 
and  if  guilty,  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Mr.  JACK80N  hoped  the  resolution  would  aot 
be  permitted  to  Ke  unacted  on.  It  ia  certaialf  a 
duty  doe  by  gentlemen  on  thi8floor,aa  well  lotbek 
constitueats,  as  to  the  gentleauin  iaeo&pated.  to 
call  for  an  investigation.  This  duty  my  coftfeaiae 
has  now  undertsdbeo,  and  I  rejoice  at  it ;  for  wnea 
this  same  officer  was  accused  at  a  former  sesnoo, 
and  asked  an  inquiry  into  his  oondaet,  we  were 
told  he  should  not  be  indulged  in  that  high  honor. 
I  trust  his  conduct  will  now  he  in^ired  into ;  that 
if  guilty,  he  will  be  removed  from  offieei  or  if  ia* 
nocent,  henuiy  be  honorably  acqoitted. 

Mr.  Lyoic  was  likewise  in  lavor  of  aa  ioMoedi- 
ate  agfeement  to  the  resolntion,  and  remarfesd  thst 
it  was  exactly  the  thing  aolicited  the  ^t  aessioa 
by  the  Postosaster  General. 

Mr.  Bjaiua  said  it  was  proper  that  an  iaqutry 
should  be  made  whenever  there  were  any  aiiesr 
tions  of  criminality ;  without  aacb  aUi^iatiooslie 
was  not  ready  to  vote  for  diis  iaquir^^— ahoold  thef 
be  made  be  should  be  ready  to  voce  for  it. 

Mr.  CLAaK  said  he  had  slated,  what  he  thoufkc 
would  have  been  distiaotiy  heard  throaghoai  tU 
House,  that  he  had  been  well  informed,  and  which 
he  believed  could  be  established  by  unezcepciooable 
testimony,  that  the  Postaaaster  General  had  con* 
spired  a^inst  the  representatives  of  the  people  by 
attempting  to  seduce  a  press  in  favor  of  a  daim  he 
had  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Smiub  observed  that  he  had  not  before 


honored  with  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

Our  rules,  on  this  subject,  are  either  misconstrued 
or  they  are  defective — I  shall,  therefore,  propose 
an  alteration. 

But  by  this,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  wish  not  to  be  under- 
stood, ashavinganY  reference  to  the  low  invectives 
directed  at  mjrseli,  the  other  day,  by  a  member, 
whom  I,  exercising  a  Constitutional  right,  called 
to  order,  when,  in  my  opinion,  he  was  outraging 
decency  and  decorum— •tor  I  viewed  that  only  as 
a  stroke  in  the  desperate  struggle  of  one,  who^from 
disappointment  and  chagrin,  was  politically  stran- 

5:led  by  his  own  hands,  and  just  expiring.  I  feel 
ar  above  being  afiected  by  anything  of  this  kind, 
individually,  but  I  feel  for  the  dignity  of  this  House 
and  for  the  reputation  of  the  American  Qovern- 
ment — and  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  this 
kind  of  transgression  in  future,  by  bnaging  ques- 
tions of  order  fairly  before  the  Chair  and  the 
House,  I  will  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Regolved,  That  when  a  member  is  caHed  to  order  by 
another,  be  BhaD  immediately  sit  down,  and  the  mem- 
ber calling  the  other  to  order  shall  then  be  allowed  to 
state  the  points  which  he  objects  to,  as  being  out  of 
order,  so  that  the  decision  of  the  Chab  and  the  House 
may  be  taken  thereon. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Clark  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  lay  a 
resolution  on  the  table,  which  I  have  for  some  time 
past  kept  in  my  drawer.  I  will  do  this  with  a  view 
of  afibriiins  this  House  an  opportunity  of  exerci- 
sing one  of  its  Constitutional  powers.  I  consider 
the  House  of  Representatives  as  the  immediate 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent. They  are  more  dispersed  throughout  the 
United  States  than  any  other  class  of  public  men, 
and  from  them  on  their  return  home  the  people 
may  rationally  expect  a  more  complete  informa- 
tion of  what  is  passing  here  than  from  an^  other 
persons.  In  so  extensive  a  country  there  is  a  bet- 
ter chance  of  their  affairs  being  knowa  through 
this  organ  than  through  licentious  presses.  With 
regard  to  the  public  character,  who  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  I  have  long  had  suspicions,  and 
I  have  since  found^  from  what  I  consider  good  au- 
thority, these  suspicions  confirmed.  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  a  man  high  in  office,  no 
other  man  than  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  combining  and  machina- 
ting against  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
that  he  has  used  his  efforts  to  seduce  a  press  (Mr. 
Clark  is  understood  to  have  alluded  to  the  Au- 
rora) to  aid  him  in  a  claim  depending  before  this 
House.  I  know  of  one  authority  which  could  re- 
lieve this  House  from  the  necessity  of  discharging 
what  majr  be  considered  an  unpleasant  duty,  by 
getting  rid  of  what  may  be  called  a  public  nui- 
sance—I mean  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  because  1  believe  that  great  and  good  man. 
whose  greatest  fault,  if  he  has  a  fault,  consists  in 
his  goodness,  has  not  been  fully  informed  on  this 
8iih|ect,  that  this  course  is  renwred  necessary.    I 
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beard  this  allegation  stated  ;  having  heard  it,  he 
nras  ready  ro  vote  in  favor  of  the  inquiry. 

Mr.'SLOANsaid  the  resolution  ought  to  unite  all 
lescriptions  of  members  in  its  favor — thosefriendly 
:o  its  object,  tho«e  inimical  to  it,  and  if  there  were 
my,  those  neuter  to  it;  especially  after  the  request 
nade  by  the  Postmaster  Greoeral  at  the  last  session 
o  the  same  effect. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  a 
li vision,  and  a  committee  of  inquiry  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Clark,  Roger  Nblson, 
)iDWELi^  J.  Clat,  Pitkin,  D.  R.  Williams,  and 
[Clinton. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
iridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  in  the  District  of 
ISolambia.  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on  the 
[uestion  tnat  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
n  the  affirmative — yeas  61,  nays  52,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Eyan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Borwell 
iaaaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William 
ilackledge,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler,  Leri  Casey, 
»f  artin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris.  Clark,  Mat* 
hew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Elias  Earie,  Ebenexer  EI- 
aer,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett, 
'etertion  Goodwyn,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  Wil- 
iam  Helms,  Darid  Hough,  Waiter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
ifehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew 
jyon,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
If oore»  Jonathan  O.  Mosely.  Thomas  Newton,  Jan., 
oseph  H.  Nicholson,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
Phomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rassell, 
*eter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Sehuneman, 
lenry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford, 
Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R. 
Phompflon,  Uri  Tracy,  \bram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van 
lensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphaiet  Wickes,  Na- 
han  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Rtdiard  Winn,  and 
fosepb  Winston. 

Natb — ^Isaac  Anderson,  Darid  Bard,  Barnabas  Bid- 
veil,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
Seorgp  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
facob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
N>rt,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
lames  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Bindley,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin 
Sray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamil- 
on,  David  Holmes,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
dder, Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
ow,  John  Morrow,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
lideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Rea  of 
PennsyWania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sand- 
brd,  £beneier  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
fohn  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smitii,  Samuel  Smith,  Thom- 
is  W.  Thompson,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Matthew  Wal- 
x>D,  John  WhitehiU,  Dand  R.  Williams,  and  Marmaduke 
Williams. 

About  2  o'clock  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he 
liad  a  motion  to  make,  which  required  the  gaU 
leries  to  be  cleared.  They  were  accordingly 
cleared. 


Saturday,  March  22. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*Ad 
Mt  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
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officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives," with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  Louisiana  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  an  amendment  may  be  made 
to  the  act,  entitled  /*An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Louisi- 
ana," confirming  all  bona  fide  concessions  of  land 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  prior  to 
the  cession  thereof  to  the  United  States;  that  the 
benefits  contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  said 
act  may  be  extended  to  all  heads  of  families  who 
were  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  for 
themselves  and  others,  anterior  to  the  aforesaid 
cession ;  that  a  grant  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
may  be  made  to  each  person  resident  within  the 
said  District  for  sixteen  years  and  upwards;  and 
that  the  time  for  entering  and  recording  the  claims 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana may  be  extended  to  the  finst  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. — Referr- 
ed to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  on  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  for  claims  embraced  by 
the  convention  with  the  French  Republic,  of 
April  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three,  which  have  been  presented  at  the  Treasury, 
previous  to  the  fourteenth  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six ;  in  pursuance  of  « 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  thirteenth  instant ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMAnoB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  sixth  instant,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  relatiiiff  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  re- 
ported to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same, 
with  several  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments:  Whereupon, 

Reaolvedy  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolpb.  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  wnom  were  referred,  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  thirtieth,  and  thirty-first  of  De- 
cember, and  on  the  second  and  sixteenth  of  Jan- 
uary last,  sundry  petitions  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives:" Whereupon,  the  said  amendments, 
together  with  the  bill,  were  committed  to  Mr. 
Leib,  Mr.  Tbiqo,  and  Mr.  Sbavbr. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 

and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a 

statement  of  the  quantity  of  lands  sold  in  the  State  of 

Ohio,  in  each  year,  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jone^  one 
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Ihonnnd  cigbt  hundred  tnd  two,  op  to  the  petiod  of 
the  last  returns  made  to  the  Treasury  Departmenty 
with  the  amount  for  which  they  were  sold : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

RULE6  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventh  ultimOj  a 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  so  far  as  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  Journals ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  That  the  name  of  the  member  who  presents  a  pe- 
tition, or  memorial,  or  who  offers  a  resolution  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  be  inserted  on  the  Jour- 
nals." 

'*  That  every  written  motion  made  to  the  House  be 
inserted  on  the  Joumab,  with  the  name  of  the  mem- 
ber making  it,  unless  it  be  withdrawn  on  the  same 
day  on  which  it  was  submitted :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
report,  to  be  established  as  amendments  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

COAST  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  HoQse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape 
Fear. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  advocated  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  observed  that  he  hoped  the  mea- 
aure  contemplated  by  it  would  be  the  commence- 
ment of  a  system  for  surveying  the  whole  coast, 
by  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  many  lives  and  much 
property  would  be  saved. 

The  bill  appropriates  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  survey. 

No  opposition  having  been  made,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  House  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Tke  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  laying  out  a  road  from  Cum- 
berland, in  the  State  of  NUryUnd,to  the  State  of 
Ohioj  Mr.  Leu  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
defiiutely. 

Mr.CLABK  supported  this  motion.  He  thought 
there  was  not  sufficient  titne  to  act  on  the  Bill 
during  this  session.  He  declared  his  wish  to  be 
to  lay  out  three  roads,  one  from  some  point  in 
Pennsylvania,  one  from  some  point  in  Maryland, 
an4  one  from  some  point  in  Vicginia,  expending, 
in  the  first  instance,  an  adequate  sum  on  the  mid- 
dle road,  and  afterwards  appropriating  a  like  sum 
to  each  of  the  other  roads. 

Mr.  Jackson  gave  a  concise  history  of  the 
fund  from  which  the  making  of  roads  to  Ohio  is 
to  be  efiected ;  and  stated  His  opinion  that,  inas- 
much as  the  compact  with  Ohio  provided  for  the 
laying  but  ^,  turnpike  or  other  roads,"  it  would  be 


a  violation  of  it  to  lay  out  a  single  romd.  Mr.  J. 
regretted  that  the  subject  bad  been  so  long  de- 
layed, and  observed  tl*at  when  it  was  previouslf 
before  the  House,  he  had  meant  to  ofier  a  leaoia- 
tioo  calling  on  the  Secretajy  of  tlie  Tieassry  ibr 
the  amount  of  the  lands  sold  since  June  30,  i$Q2^ 
in  which  purpose  he  had  been  frustrated  by  an 
adjournment  Fearioff  that  the  sul;»iect  would 
not  this  session  be  ddiberately  ezaoiiiied,  from 
its  competition  with  other  important  objects, and 
believiog  that  the  bill  contained  an  exceptiflMhle 
principle,  he  abould  concur  in  the  motioA  of  pcal- 
ponement. 

Mr.  BEniNQsa  opposed  the  poscponement  tad 
advocated  the  bill.  lEIe  observed  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  route  contemplated  is 
the  bill,  and  he  considered  it  the  shortest  aiid  Iwst 
for  the  general  interests  of  the  Unfon. 

Mr.  R.  NEI.80N  likewise  opposed  the  postpcae- 
ment,  and  advocated  the  bill,  whose  object  wis, 
he  thought,  as  important  as  that  of  any  bosinea 
befoTfe  tlie  House.  He  viewed  the  idea  of  iht 
compact  being  violated  by,  in.  the  first  iosunce. 
laying  out  one  road  instead  of  three  as  stnnge 
and  unfo^nded — inasmuch  as  the  laying  oai  one 
road  did  not  supersede  the  ri^ht  of  auierwards 
laying  out  another.  Mr.  N.  fiuther  advoeatai 
the  bill  as  fixing  a  route  most  convenient  lo  ilie 
three  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  ui 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Jaokson  said  he  was  not  adverse  hiBseif 
to  acting  on  this  business  this  session,  if  he  cooU 
be  convinced  that  the  House  woold  pay  to  it  i 
full  and  dispassionate  attention.  He  was,  bow- 
ever,  persuaded  this  would  not  be  the  case.  Ifr. 
J.  spoke  also  at  some  length  against  the  rotiu 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  and  the  inadeqaacro: 
the  fund  to  forming  so  vast  and  diflicuh  a  nim- 
pike. 

Mr.  Lton  opposed  the  postponement,  aad  ad- 
vocated the  bill,  under  the  impression  that  the 
route  prc^xised  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  ih? 
Western  people. 

Mr.  CoNAAD  supportecj  the  matponmieaU  aa 
the  idea  that  the  proper  course  of  proceeding  w 
for  the  States  first  tp  lay  out  road^i,  and  for  Coa- 
gress  then  to  aid  them  by  appropriating  thisfaad. 
He  thought  it  was  desirable  that  them  should  be 
three  roads,  one  from  each  of  the  Statca  of  toe* 
sylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  Lbib  was  against  the  biM,  hrnamc  heesa- 
sidered  the  measure  contemplated  hj  it  ytmt 
ture.  What  authority  have  Gong^ress  to  ny  o« 
this  road  before  they  have  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  States?  Considering  the  expense  of  lay io( 
out  this  route,  he  looked  upon  the  bill  as  merely 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  coia^ 
missioners  and  chain-carriers. 

Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio,  believing  this  road 
would  be  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  West- 
ern people,  that  it  was  the  best  and  most  direct 
route,  and  that  the  fund  would  be  adequate  to  the 
object,  was  adverse  to  the  postponement,  aad  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  believed  the  best  way  was  to  tp* 
point  diainteiested  Commiasioneni  and  after  vt 
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eeivjog  their  report,  to  designate  the  roate.  He 
said  he  had  travelled  this  rocul,  and  helieved  that  a 
better  one  coald  be  designated.  He  ahould,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  postponement,  and  then  in  favor 
of  appointing  Commissioners,  should  that  mea- 
Bare  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Smflic  was  opposed  to  a  postponement. 

Mr.  Lewis  took  nearly  the  same  ground  with 

Mr.  FiNDLET. 

When  the  question  on  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment was  taken  bv  yeas  and  nays,  and  lost — yeas 
^1,  nays  59,  as  follows: 

YxAS^-Isaac  Andenon,  David  Bard,  Burwall  Bas- 
let,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Robert  Brown, 
IVilUam  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chria- 
topher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  FredeiidL  Conrad,  filiaa 
Barle,  Ebenezer  SImer,  John  W.  Eppea,  William 
Pindley,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwjrn,  Isaiah 
[m.  Green,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John  G. 
Yackson,  Walter  Jones*  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leih, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Josiab  Masters,  Thomaa  Moore, 
Grurdon  8.  Mumibrd,  Thomas  Newton,  jon.,  Gideon 
Oiia,  John  Pug^,  John  Randolph,  John  Biea  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
Peter  Ssiilly,  Thomas  SammonsjEbenezerSeaver,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stfin- 
on,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Robert  Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
inder  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Na.yb — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alatoo*  jun.,  Jo- 
leph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Wil- 
iam  Blackledge)  "jThomas  Blount,  James  M.  Brooffli 
lohn  Boyle,  John  CampbcdJ,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard 
Covington,  Jacob  Ciowmnahieid^  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Szra  Darby,  John  Davenport, jua.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Sarly,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WUiiam  Ely,  James 
Pisk,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Silas  Hal- 
(ey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough, 
fames  Kelly,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFaxland, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreexy» 
Nicholas  R«  Moorei  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Rofisr  Nelson, 
fosepb  H.  NichoUon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiab 
2atncy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russell,  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Smilie,  JohjD  Cotton  Smith,  Henry 
louthard,  TV>mss  Spalding,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
funin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
andt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Var^ 
lum,  Daniel  C.  VeipUuick,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Mat- 
hew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Bliphalet  Wicke%  and 
:)avid  R.  WiUkrns. 

Mr.  JacKBaM  mored  a  postponemeat  to  Mau- 
la'y^  with  tbe  view  of  obtaioisg  ioformatioa  from 
be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  t^  quantity  of 
and  sold  since  ihe  30th  of  June,  1802. 

Mr.  MoaRow,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  postponement 
i^ould  not  prevail.  He  stated  that  the  informa- 
ion  desired  was  before  the  House,  considered  it 
IS  sufficient  to  act  on,  and  remarked  that  tbere 
vould  exist  a  fund  of  near  forty  thousand  dollars 
m  the  1st  of  neit  October. 

On  postponing  the  bill  till  Moi^day,  the  House 
lividcd — yeas  51,  nays  66. 

Mr.  Claiboriib  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
Itili  to  a  select  committee,  considering  the  infor- 
nation  before  the  House  as  not  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Cl^rk  supponed  the  motion,  on  which  the 
House  divided — yeas  50,  nays  58. 


The  House  then  took  up  the  amendmenta 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jaokson  spoke  at  considerable  iength 
atfainst  the  route  designated  in  the  bill,  and  con- 
cluded by  oiering  a  proposition  amendatory  of 
an  amendment  of  the  Senate — allowing  a  discre- 
tion to  lav  out  the  road  at  any  point  betwcea 
Steuben vtUe  and  Grave  river,  on  the  Ohio — ^ao  as 
to  allow  a  like  discretion  with  that  coalemplated 
on  the  Potomac,  between  the  points  of  Cumber- 
land and  Western  Port. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  ibe 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  non-concurred  is 
that  of  Mr.  Jackson. 

Mr.  Clark  offered  a  motion  which  went  to 
modify  the  bill,  so  as  to  direct  the  laying  out  three 
roads  instead  of  one. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  out  of  ordet, 
as  it  affected  an  amendment  already  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  a  question  to  reconsider  the  amende 
ment,  in  order  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  ob 
Mr.  Clark's  motion,  was  taken,  and  lost— yeas 
44,  nays  47. 

Mr.  JAOKsoNmoved  to  recomnait  the  bill ;  whicb 
motion  having  been  negatived,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered -to  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 


MoNOAT;  March  24. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inforsaed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Liandais.^' 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  seventeenth  instant,  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  Senate  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment  depending 
between  the  two  Houses  to  the  last-mentioned  hil^ 
made  a  report ;  on  which,  the  House  proceeded  to 
reconsider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  diaagreed 
to  by  this  Honse  to  the  said  hill:    Whereupon, 

Ilestdved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

The  iifouse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"•  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  4he 
ffovernment  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  jSUatea: 
Whereupon, 

Remdvedj  That  this  Hou&e  doth  diaagiee  to  Iba 
ameodmeni  of  the  eighty-ninth  article  of  the  said 
bill,  which  proposes  to  strike  oat  the  word  ^Mj/* 
and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  ^'ooehun" 
dred ;''  and,  also,  to  so  much  of  the  last  amend*" 
meqt  of  the  said  bill  as  is  contained  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit :  '^  including  the  manner  of  wea|^ 
ipg  the  hair:  but  this  power  shall  not  be  ezercieed 
over  the  militia." 

Resolved,  That  this  Hoqse  doth  agree  to  ail  the 
other  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  thfi 
said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Housie 
that  the  Senate  asree  to  the  two  first  amendments 
of  this  House  to  the  amendment^  proposed  by  th^p 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
bonds  given  by  Marshals,"  and  disagree  to  thfi 
third  01  tha  said  amendraanta. 
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Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-second  instant,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  regulate  and  6x  the  compensation  of  the  offi 
cers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeotatires," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same, 
without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted  as  the  second 
section  of  the  said  bill. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  making  a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  south  wing  or  the  Capitol,  at  the  City 
of  Washington ;  whicn  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  effect  in  each 
State  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of 
the  courts  of  record  of  every  other  State.  The 
\  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  th^ 
further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sur- 
veyed, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed— ayes 74. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

A  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely, and  observed,  that,  if  this  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  offer  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners,  by  the  President,  to  explore  a  route. 

Messrs.  Sloan,  Bard,  Clark.  Olin,  Findlet, 
and  Jackson,  supported ;  and  Messrs.  McCrebrt, 
Bbdinoer,  Lton,  and  R.  Nelson,  opposed  this 
motion ;  which  was  disagreed  to— yeas  52,  nays  64, 
as  follows: 

Tbab — ^Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bas- 
aett,  Robert  Brown,  William  Batler,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat* 
thew  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchaid  Cook,  Elias 
Earle,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jack- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib, 
Joeeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeneser 
Beaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thoinpson, 
Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehill,RoliertWhitehill,  Eliph- 
alet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  WUliam 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Bioom,  John 


Boyle,  John  CampbeU,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  htauA 
Covington,  Jacob  Ciowninshietd,  Samnel  Vi.  Bus, 
Esra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Da«m,P«tff 
Eariy,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wiltiam  Elj.  Jiae 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsboroogh^aiisflil- 
sey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  hvH  Hoogji, 
James  Kelly,  Matthew  Lyon,  Dancan  McFiiiai  Pit- 
rick  Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Wilhaai  McGmij, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonthii  0. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  IfeiKn,BflgB 
Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkis,}t^i> 
siah  Quinsy,  Thomas  M.  Randol^  Thomu  Sut^ 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  SootkiiHs- 
mas  Spalding,  William  Stedman,  Lewii  6.  Stuia 
Samnel  Taggarl,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Stmod  Ta- 
ney, Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracjr,  PtufipVa 
Cortlandt,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rensaelaer,  Jo«pliB.yv 
nnm,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Pdeg  Wadswoith.lfidkr 
Walton,  David  R.  WHliams,  and  Nathan  WiSw. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  uknibit 
the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  reaolved  in  theaSm- 
ative — yeas  66,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  GcMf»  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwdl,  Wiffim 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Brooa  1^ 
Boyle,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Gtop 
Clinton,  jr.,  LeonanI  Corington,  Jacob  GrowniuiiK^ 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dswam,  Vl- 
liam  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EQ^ 
Ebeneser  Elmer,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Fidt,  Joho  Fil- 
ler, Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silaafiii' 
sey,  John  Hamilton,  SeUi  Hastings,  Jamei  Kdlj.Xsr 
thew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFariand,  PatridL  Magnet 
Robert  Marion,  WUliam  McCrecffy,  Nidiolss  R.  Man, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gtinka^ 
Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Joieph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jodah  QuiD(7,TlioBS 
M.  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smilie  JoboCsi- 
ton  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spaklisg,  W 
Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Smnfct,  8iaiM 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Teoney,!^ 
mas  W.  Thompson,  PhiUp  Van  Coitlandt,  Kiliitf  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Daniel  &  Vff- 
planck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walloo,])iniiK' 
Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams 

Nats— Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BnrweO  Bia* 
Robert  Brown,  William  BuUer,  John  Chandler,  m 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  CUj,  Mt«li^ 
Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchaid  CkxA,  Eliii  ^i 
William  Findley,  James  M.  Gamett,  Petsrsoo  Good- 
wyn, Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  WUliaBi  Hem 
David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomss  KesiB^ 
hemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib,  Joeeph  Lewie,  jr^^^ 
Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Monow,  Tbosiif  ^^ 
ton, jr.,  Gideon  Otin,  John  Pngfa,  John  ^^^^^ 
sylvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Jacob  Richmii^J^ 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Jsmei  S^ 
John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Richard  StanibH,  M  *- 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  John  WhitM 
Robert  WhitehUl,  Marmaduke  WiUiame,  f^«^ 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 


TuBBDAT,  March  25. 
Mr.  RoGBB  Nelson  presented  to  theHoQ^^ 
petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Armf,  ^}^ 
in  the  district  of  Louisiana,  which  was  r««*'*J 
and  read,  praying  an  aagmentatioa  of  Ibe  pJ 
allowed  them  by  law. 
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Ordered^  That  the  »aid  pet i lion  be  referred  to 
be  Secretary  of  War,  with  iDstructioD  to  exam- 
De  the  same,  aod  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to 
be  House. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to 
mend,  in  the  eases  therein  mentioned,  the  ^^  Act 
3  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  aod 
dnnaee;''  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
3  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
ext. 

A  message  from  the  Senatennformed  the  House 
hat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  Ad 
ct  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
Aq  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
eparate  governments;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
ODcurrence  of  this  House. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  David  R.  Williams, 
hat  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
ion: 

Resolved,  Ay  the  Senate  and  House  of  Renresentor 
toes  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembJed,  That 
he  Postmsfcter  General  be  directed  to  canie  the  Post 
>ffice,  ibr  the  City  of  Washington,  to  be  kept,  after 
he day  of  — -,  next,  at  or  near  the  Capitol. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
able. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
oent,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the  last 
imendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ict  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals:"  Where- 
ipon. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
(aid  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITiSH  GOODS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MuMFonn,  the  House  re- 
iolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
he  bill  prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain 
British  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

The  articles  enumerated  in  this  bill  are  the 
ame  as  those  contained  in  the  resolution  on 
¥bich  it  was  framed..  [See  ante,  page  451.] 

Mr.  MuMFoan  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  left  for 
he  time  when  the  bill  is  to  take  efiect,  with  the 
I5th  of  November  next.  • 

Mr.  J,  Clay  moved  the  first  of  January,  and 

Mr.  Crowninsbielu  the  first  of  July. 

Mr.  MuMFoan  said,  while  they  were  charging 
I  foreign  Gkivernment  with  surprising  their  com- 
nerce,  he  hoped  they  would  not  do  the  same 
hing  tbeoAelves.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
he  first  of  July,  aod  in  favor  of  the  15ih  of  No- 
rem  her. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  spoke  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank 
w'lih  the  15th  of  November,  aod 

Mr.  Blackledge  in  favor  of  the  1st  of  July. 

Oo  agreeing  to  the  first  of  January,  the  House 
divided — aves  37,  noes  67 ;  the  Federal  members 
voting  in  the  afilrmative. 

On  agreeing  to  the  15th  of  November,  64  mem- 
bers rose  on  the  affirmative  side — carried.    On 
this  question,  the  Federal  members  likewise  voted 
in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MuMFoan,  a  blank  was  fill- 


ed, so  as  to  make  the  section,  amended,  read  as 
follows : 

'*  Woollen  doth,  whose  invoice  price  shall  exceed 
five  shillings  sterling  per  square  yard." 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  to  add  to  the  enumerated 
articles  '^  blank  books ;"  which  motion  was  disa* 
greed  to — ayes  39,  noes  51. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Barker,  to  add  ^  iron 
hollow  ware,"  shared  the  same  fate — ayes  38^ 
noes  56. 

After  some  further  amendments,  not  touching; 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose  and. 
reported  tneir  agreement  to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  considered,  and  agreed* 
to  the  amendments,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  en- 

frossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  without  a 
ivision. 

DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARB0R9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  resolutions  for  the  better 
protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  referred  to 
them  by  order  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-third  of 
December  last,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  Ist.  Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  be  appro- 
priated to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  our  ports  and  harbors  to  be  better  fortified  and 
protected  against  any  insult  or  mjury. 

**  2d.  Resolved,  That  a  further  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollan,  be 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  a  number  of  gunboats,  not 
exceeding  fifty,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  harbors, 
ooasts,  and  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

«<  3d.  Resohed,  That  a  further  sum  of  money,  boI 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  b« 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  cause  to  be  built  six  line-of-batUe  ships,  to  be 
added  to  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
Sutes." 

The  first  resolution  for  appropriating  9150.000 
for  the  better  protection  of  ports  and  harl>orsy  wat 
agreed  to  without  debate— ayes  63,  noes  60. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  for  the  appro- 
priation of  $250,000  for  the  building  of  gunboats. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  strike  out  this  sum^^and 
leave  a  blank,  with  the  view  of  filling  it  with  a 
larger  sum  in  case  the  third  resolution  should  be 
disagreed  to.       % 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  36. 

When  the  resolution  was  agreed  to — ayes  72. 

The  third  resolution  was  read,  appropriating 
$660,000  toward  the  building  of  six  line-of-battle 
ships. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  to  strike  out  8660,000,  and 
line-of-battle  ships,  so  as  to  confine  the  resolution 
to  an  appropriation,  generally,  for  naval  pur- 
poses. 

This  motion  was  lost — ayes  10. 

Mr.  MASTEas. — When  the  resolution  brought 
before  this  House  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was  under  consideration,  I 
opposed  that  resolution,  because  I  thought  it  was 
a  system  we  could  not  abide  by,  and  oecause  it 
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weukl  in j are  tlrb  nation  more  than  Great  Britain, 
against  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate,  and  had 
a  natural  tendency  to  retaliation,  revenge,  and 
hostilities  between  the  two  nations.  When  the 
resolation  was  under  consideration  brought  for- 
ward by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
I  voted  for  it,  as  a  system  by  which  we  could 
«bide;  and  it  might  alarm  the  British  nation,  that 
ihe  course  of  trade  would  be  turned  into  other 
4fhanne!s;  though  I  thought  the  measure  taken, 
■abstractly  too  weak  to  have  the  desired  effect,  I 
▼oted  for  it  with  a  hope  that  the  measure  would 
be  strengthened,  by  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors, 
increasing  our  navy,  and  making  such  prepara- 
tions as  to  command  more  respect  among  foreij^n 
tiationa,  and  thereby  aid  and  assist  our  negotia- 
tions, and  have  a  tendency  to  preserve  peace. 
Such  is  the  course  I  wish  to  pursue  for  the  inter- 
est of  this  Bation,^  in  orckr  to  mvintain  our  inde- 
pendence which  we  have  aequired,  and  preserve 
national  security  and  existence,  and  prevent  our 
industry  and  capitals  employed  in  commerce, 
which  IS  the  resource  of  all  our  revenue,  from  be- 
ing swallowed  up  by  foreign  depredations :  but 
opposition  appears  from  various  quarters  of  the 
House.  I  have  heard  it  said  '^  if  you  build  seventy- 
fbuf-gun  ships,  you  must  build  enough  to  meet 
the  European  navies."  It  cannot  be  intended  for 
our  infant  navv  to  meet  them  in  fleets,  but  i(  will 
serve  as  an  additional  defence  to  our  ports,  and 
wevent  single  ships  or  a  number  of  snips  from 
Dlockacliii^  our  harbors,  impressing  our  seamen, 
end  hovering  on  our  ooasts,  search mg  and  plan- 
derin^  otiv  vessels  and  thereby  hinder  saeh  iniur- 
ievnnd  iB8nlts;.wfaielitheycaniK)t  commit  unless 
they  send  oot  fleets  for  that  parpose,  which  will 
aof  be  for  their  interest  to  doj  because  it  will  not 
quit  their  coatv 

I  htfve  also  heard  it  said,  <4f  yon  bnild seventy- 
fotir-'gim  ships  they  dare  not  p  out  of  port  be- 
canse  they  will  be  taken."  This  argument  re- 
minds me  of  a  boy  who  was  put  to  school  to  get 
sn  ednoction,  and  grow  up  in  learning,  and  be- 
eottte  tf  aneful  citizen  in  community.  After  being 
at  school  a  space  of  time,  he  ran  home.  He  then 
WA  asked  what  he  came  home  for ;  be  said,  he 
dld^  not  like  to  ^o  to  school:  was  asked  the  reason; 
he  replWd  he  did  not  like  to  be  whipped.  He  was 
asked  if  he  had  been  whipped ;  he  answered,  oh! 
noj  but  he  was  afraid  he  should  be.  Though  our 
navy  has  not  yet  been  whipped,  the  gentleman  is 
afraid  it  will  be;  therefore,  does  not  want  to  build 
seventy-foor-gun  ships,  nor  increase  our  navy  to 
j^ow  up  and  protect  commerce. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  from  the 
spirit  of  the  Message  of  the  Executive,  which  I 
TCiievethe  most  popular  Message  that  ever  came 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  spirit  and  zeal  both  out  of  doors  and  in  the 
House,  it  seemed  as  though  there  was  an  anzietv 
to  press  forward  to  the  charge,  and  fight  England, 
France,  and  Spain,  all  at  once.  When  we  come 
fdbrinff  energetic  measures  to  the  test,  how  are 
Aey  likely  to  turn  ouft?  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
^^ttlie  down  those  measures  into  contempt  and 
huMiiliation .    We  have  appropriated  only  the  sum 


of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dolhntoiff* 
tify  our  ports  and  harbors  on  an  exteosiTe  »9- 
coa!>t,  of  near  two  thousand  miles,  and  pined  t 
resolution  for  building  a  few  gunboats.  Tlis  is 
the  main,  unless  you  adopt  the  resolatioDioDe- 
diately  under  consideration. 

Our  farmers  will  begin  to  cofn|daia  ymndf 
as  well  as  the  merchants,  for  agriculture  vtU  ne- 
cessarily fall  with  the  ruin  of  commerce  ao^in^; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  neither  eoBflKictior 
agriculture  can  flourish  without  protectioo;  al 
the  increase  of  coormerce  is  the  increise  ef  ou 
revenue,  which  is  the  increase  of  natioiiaivali 
and  agricultural  indnstry  naturally  goesvitb  ii, 
and  cannot  possibly  increase  withont  it;  tkt  ii* 
terest  improves  in  proportion  to  the  eacoonie- 
roent  it  receives,  and  that  en eouragemniii  de- 
rived from-  the  libeial  price  cf  produce  «hic&  s 
derived  from  an  extensive  commerce,  whiek  krt* 
ters  the  condition  and  gives  a  spring  to  agiidi- 
tural  industry  and  mutual  encoorsgemeotioboiL 

The  progress  of  agricnltural  indnstry  is  ton- 
mere  ial  nations  is  ^nerally  proportioaste,  vbkk 
makes  ottr  large  cities  and  towns.  The  a^ 
employed  in  our  market  towns  must  be  in  pnptv- 
tiun  to  the  country;  otherwise  it  opersiestoite 
disadvantage  of  agriculture.  To  widen  the  av' 
ket  is  grenerally  for  the  benefit  of  the  publie.lot 
narrowing  the  competition  must  always  be  a^ 
iL  The  produce  of  the  farmer  is  limited  to  tk 
extent  of  the  market;  if  the  market  is  smaOtift 
price  is  low;  extend  your  commerce  snd  yooa- 
tend  the  market.  The  growing  improveiae&t  d 
cultivation  of  the  soil  advances  with  the  coffi* 
merce  and  wealth  of  the  country.  Artsaodia* 
dustry  of  every  kind,  with  oommeree,  combioeaM 
advance  together,  and  a  nation  grows  rich  bv it; 
and  the  price  of  agricultural  industry  is  more  lib- 
eral and  better  rewarded  in  a  society  advaDciof 
to  opulence  than  in  one  which  is  standing  siill ' 
decaying. 

A  nation  which  neglects  protection  tocooiDtfce 
and  despises  it,  cannot  transact  the  same  quanQty 
of  business  which  might  otherwise  be  dooe;ai» 
the  Government  ought  to  protect  snd  eocoonft 
the  merchant  to  poritue  his  own  lawful  iot^ 
according  to  his  own  judgment;  that  he  maf  a* 
joy  in  perfect  security  the  fnll  recompense  of bs 
industry.  It  never  can  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
farming  interest  to  discourage  or  distres  ihf  i^' 
dustry  of  the  mercantile  States,  becaoi*  ilserre 
to  sink  the  real  value  of  the  surplus  prodDce,aDj 
consequently  the  improvement  and  caltiraiionj" 
the  soil.  If  you  neglect  protection,  you  indirectlf 
invite  aggressions  and  discourage  that  very  io^ff* 
est  which  you  mean  to  promote.  How  are  oar 
citizens  to  procure  money?  It  is  ^^^^^ 
which  circulates  in  this  countrjr,  for  the  most  ^ 
and  not  our  own ;  it  is  that  which  regulates hk'^ 
or  less  the  whole  business  of  common  lif'l  *"* 
the  quantity  of  money  naturally  increases  inff*^^ 
counlfv  with  the  increase  of  the  wealth.  The  Jtir- 
plus  or  the  country  will  not  sell  without  a  capiwj, 
to  purchase;  on  this  depends  in  an  <»s'"^'*.*j!l 
great  degree  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Thoogb,^'^ 
superabundant  produce  of  the  country  isaa  a^}^ 
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of  foreign  commerce,  it  is  not  so  great  ao  object 
as  to  induce  olher  nations  into  our  ports  for  it, 
because  they  can  obtain  the  same  produce  else- 
where. 

It  has  been  observed  by  an  honorable  member 
m  this  floor  ^Uhat  he  conceived  the  increase  of 
Hir  navy  as.  the  beginning  of  the  hosiness;"  by 
vhich  I  understand  the  bi^inmog  of  the  biisines? 
inder  this  Adttiinistratibn;  aii4  I  never.  kneW 
hat  this  Admintstrationf,  or  any  other  Adteinia- 
ratron,  or  any  pbttticol  ptf^ty,  were  op|»o8ed  to 
rrotectidrg  coataierce,  affid  inereasing  our  nwvy 
br  tbflft  piir^Dtre,*  Whev^  it  beeume  necessary  for  the 
food  and  w«l'fftre  of  the  natjon.  Is  it  tfot  nOW  ne^ 
lessary — is  it  not  now  tfme  to  awaleik  troia  this 
polcfen  dreat^  in  which  we  have  &o  long  slept, 
vheh  foreign  nations  hare  biecome  so  jealous  and 
>nvious  as  to  depredate  and  attempt  to  annihilate 
■ur  commerce;  when  privateers  and  pirates  infest 
lur  coasts;  when  national  armed  vessels  blockade 
»ur  harborsj  and  drag  our  seamen  from  their  fami 
ies  and  country?  Must  we  look  calmly  on  and 
ay  protect  yourselves?  Is  this  th^ answer. |o  be 
:iven  to  our  citizens?  Commerce  protect  itself! 
s  this  legislating  for  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
his  nation?  Gk)d  forbid  1  It  is  uttsuliable  to  the 
ifttore  of  Gtovernroent ;  it  h  contrary  ta  the  law^ 
f  society,  and  th<^  very  principles  uponr  which 
octety  is  formed ;  and  I  hope  may  not  be  con- 
in  ued  in  any  longef. 

The  greatt  edd  and  intenYibh  of  revenue,  drawn 
rath  the  community^  is  not  only  to  support  the 
«ceshary  expenses  of  the  Govei'nnieiit,  but  to  de^ 
end  and  potect  every  part  of  that  comtbunity ; 
nd  I  have  afways  imderistood,  that  it  Was  the 
irst  and  great  doty  of  every  wise  and  good  Gov- 
rnnient  to  take  measures  for  thef  public  defence, 
nd  protect  itis  citizens  in  their  laWftil  pursuits, 
hir  navy  ought  not  to  be  enfeebled  and  weak  be- 
ow  the  proportion  of  our  natural  strength  and 
esources.  Ever^  individual  has  a  general  inter- 
St  in  the  prosperity  of  the  agriculture  and  com- 
nerce  of  the  country,  and  in  the  good  manage- 
a  en  t  of  its  resources  for  the  public  defence  and 
rotection;  to  withhold  that  aefence  and  protec- 
Ion  under  the  idea  of  economy,  if  it  is  not  a  sub- 
version of  the  term,  it  is  to  me  a  fallacious,  mis- 
aken,  sind  forced  economy.  The  great  object  of 
»olitical  econotny  in  every  country  is.  and  oiiffht 
o  be,  to  increase  the  riches  and  power  of  that 
ountry. 

Could  I  perceive,  by  increasing  our  navy,  in 
uiiding  seventy- four-gun  ships,  and  protecting 
ommerce,  it  militated  against  the  agricultural  in- 
erest,  I  should  be  among  the  last  to  advocate  it ; 
•at  1  think  it  iis  highly  proper  to  protect  it,  to  a 
ertain  extent,  and  that  extent  I  would  regulate 
iy  the  surplus  revenue  arising  from  commerce, 
vhich  I  believe  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  protect 
hat  commerce.  According  to  the  Message  of  the 
^resident,  there  is  one  million  of  dollars,  surplus, 
n  the  Treasury;  and  the  Mediterranean  fund  of 
ight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  may  be  liberated 
rom  that  object ;  and  I  hope  that  at  least  some 
)art  of  this  revenue  will  be  appropriated  to  the 
raildiog  of  seventy-four^giin  ships.    By  mixing 


of  such  ships  with  the  frizates,  our  navy  will  be- 
come much  more  powerful  and  respectable ;  and 
legislating  on  such  principles  is  giving  no  prefer* 
ence  to  the  commercial  interest  over  the  agri^ 
cultural ;  and  I  wish  to  be  expressly  understoodi 
not  to  increase  our  navy  beyond  the  means  arising 
from  the  surplus^  revenue :  neither  would  I  be  uia- 
derstood  as  advocating  unjust  monopolies,  prohib^ 
itioDS.  improper  bounties,  exclusive  charters  and 
compcmiesj  these  are  abuses  of  the  eommefciftt 
syadem. 

In  the  course  of  some  of  the  fdrmer  debates,- 
China  was  introduced  as  «  model  and  pattern.  It 
is  to  be  remarked  that  China  has  alrticles  of  mer- 
chai^drse  which  do  other  nation  has,  which  en* 
tilees  all  nations  to  carry  on  commerce  with  her. 
Though  Chiiiia  has  long  been  one  of  the  richest^ 
best  cultivated,  and  populous  countries,  yet  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  the  middling  and  lower  classed 
of  people  are  the  most  beggarly — thousauds  of 
fatnilies  have  no  other  habitations  than  in  fishing 
boats,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  community  are 
poor  and  miserable.    Such  is  the  China  sample. 

It  is  said  commerce  increases  and  promotes  pro- 
digality. Suppose  it  ^es.  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
add  to  it  if  you  piease  equipage,  luxury,  cariosity, 
Vanity,  and  ostentation;  and  what  does  it  prove?  It 
only  afgfues  that  the  principles  of  common  pnt- 
dence  do  not  always  govern  individuals;  never- 
theless it  promotes  iodostry  and  creates  a  fun  j 
for  the  sOpport  6f  society.  Besides,  it  seldom 
happens  that  a  hatioh  is  much  afiectea  by  the  pro- 
fusioii  of  a  feiir  individuals;  the  princi plea  of  fru- 
gality seem  to  pi'edominate  among  the  greater 
part  of  mankind,  taking  the  whole  course  of  theii 
lives  together ;  indeed,  nations  are  never  impover- 
ished by  private,  it  is  by  public  misconduct* 

Modern  Europe  furnishes  an  example  that  cooor 
merce  cannot  flourish,  without  some  naval  pro- 
tection, and  I  sincerely  hope  the  resolcrtion  will 
be  adopted. 

Messrs.  Lton  and  Cooic  spOke  at  considerable 
lenffth  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

The  question  Was  then  taken  on  thereAohittonj 
which  wav  rejected — only  30  members  rose  in 
fafvor  of  it. 

The  House  considered  the  report,  when  the  first 
resolution  wa!i  agreed  to — yeas  78,  nays  33,  as  161- 
lo>^s^ 

YxAS'— Bvan  Alexander,  Silas  BetCon,  BarniEibaf 
BidweU,  Willia^n  Bfackledge,  Johxi  Blake,  junior; 
'fhomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell, 
John  ChiBindler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claibonie, 
George  Clinton,  junior,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchvd 
Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Catts,  E^r* 
Daiby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  Jannea 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WUliam  Ely,  John 
W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldsborougb,  Andrew  Gre^,  Silas  Hal* 
sey,  Beth  Hastings,  Wiliiaxn  Helms,  David  Holmea,- 
David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomai 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Dimcan  Mc- 
Farland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Me» 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelsott» 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Thoiaas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russel]» 
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Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammone,  Martin  G.  Schune- 
man,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southanl,  Joseph 
8tanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  DaTid 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Vaninm,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bed- 
inger,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Barly,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  Michael  Leib,  Thos.  Moore, 
Roger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh,  John 
Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  SUnford,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

On  the  questioD  that  the  Hoase  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  agree- 
ment to  the  second  of  the  said  resolutions,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  91,  oays  21,  as 
follows : 

TiAS — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston, jun.,  Joseph 
Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount, 
James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Jos«ph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  junior, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Earlv, 
James  Elliot,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew 
Gf egg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  lioib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Duncan  Mac^ 
Farland.  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Mor- 
row, G.  8.  Mumford,  J.  Nelson,  R.  Nelson,  T.  Newton, 
jun.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh, 
J(^n  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Mai^ 
tin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett, Silas  Betton,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Da- 
na, John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  Edwin  Gray,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Richards, 
Thomas  Sandford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Joseph  B.  Vsmum,  John  WhitehUl,  Robert  WhitehUl, 
and  David  R.  Williams. 

Oo  the  question  that  (he  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  io  tn^ ir  disa- 
greement to  the  third  and  last  of  the  said  resolu- 
tions, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  72, 
nayb  34,  as  follows : 


Ykas — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  AIsU»,  Jul,  bue 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bonrdl  Bu* 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Wifliio 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blooot,  Wii- 
liam  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christo- 
pher Clarii,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrtd,  ]jmtii 
Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Ezra  Da%,  Jobs 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Jina  Effiot, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  fadkr, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Bdwm 
Gray,  Andrew  Cvregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  8ibi  Htlay, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,'Walter  Jones,  Tkons 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MacFaila&d,  Bobol 
Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jerauk 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Joseph  E  Nib- 
olson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  FeaMji* 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Ridiirdi.Jflbfi 
Russell,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  SchnocBiis,£l>- 
enczer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  JobSniith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomu  SpUiog, 
Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Abram  Tiigs Jo- 
seph B.  Vamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WMt^ 
David  R.  WiUiams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Joiepk 
Winston. 

Nats — Jam|^  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Gcop 
Clinton,  junior,^ Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dint,  Job 
Davenport,  junior,  Caleb  EUis,  William  Ely,  Chii)fl 
Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  Joie{* 
Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Joeiah  Mssten,  WiiliiB 
McCreery,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  MmM 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  TiBodtf 
Pitkin,  iun.,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Z4r 
ton  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  StaiKo,  8i» 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samael  TeoKyi 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  V«n  Cetr 
landt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C  ?«• 
planck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Williu»> 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bilk  be  broagbt  in, 

fiursuant  to  the  first  and  second  of  the  said  wo- 
utioDs ;  and  that  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Natbak  Wil- 
li a  mb,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Blodnt,  Mr.  Joseph  Gut, 
Mr.  Darby,  and  Mr.  Fisk,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 


Wbdn E8DAY,  March  26» 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'Ao ttt 
to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act^  entitled 'Ab 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  twosfp* 
arate  governments,"  was  committed  toaCooout' 
tee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Roger  Nelson, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appoioted^ 
bring  in  a  oill  supplementary  to  an  Bct.eDUU^ 
^'An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  tbe  o^ 
ganization  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.'^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roger  Nelson,  Mr.  Jobs 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Ely,  be  appointed  a  comi^ii^ 
pursuant  to  said  resolution. 

Mr.  John  Randolph  presented  to  the  1^^ 
two  petitions  of  sundrv  inhabitants  of  Raot^P^ 
and  Saint  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indiana  Territo* 
ry,  which  were  read,  praying  that  the  said  Terri- 
tory may  be  divided  into  two  separate  got^' 
ments ;  and  that  slaves  may  be  permitted,  bf  la^ 
to  be  brought  into  the  said  Territory.— R«f'f'^ 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  wboiA 
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nras  committed,  on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  the  re- 
port of  (be  committee  on  the  letter  of  William 
Heory  Harrison ;  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
[ndiana  Territory ;  and  several  petitions  of  sundry 
nhabitaots  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Greoo.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
LandSf  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  seven- 
eenth  instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
led "An  act  to  authotize  the  State  of  Tennessee 

0  issue  grants,  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
herein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  va- 
lant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same," 
eported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the 
ame,  with  several  amendments :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
^iih  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
he  whole  House  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
ee  appointed  on  the  fourth  of  Deceitaber  last,  on 

1  memorial  of  the  Lesislative  Council  and  House 
>f  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
iod  on  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
aid  Territory,  made  a  further  report  thereon; 
vhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
I  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
lext. 

Mr.  Pabkb  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
f  John  Clegborn,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
vhich  was  read,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  the 
ct,  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  tbou- 
and  seven  hundred  and  ninety  one,  entitled  "An 
ict  for  granting  lands  to  the  inhabitants  and  set- 
lers  at  Yincennes  and  the  Illinois  country,  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  tor  con- 
irming  them  in  their  possessions,"  may  be  ex- 
ended  to  the  petitioner,  tor  the  reasons  therein  set 
brtb. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
hat  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ct  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
*fficers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
ives,"  and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House  on 
he  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment;  to 
vbich  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed  man- 
gers on  their  part.  The  Senate  recede  from 
heir  first  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
o  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  establishing  rules 
ind  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
he  United  States."  and  insist  upon  their  second 
.mendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House  to  the 
aid  bill,  and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House 
m  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amekdment ;  to 
vhich  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed 
aanagers  on  their  part. 

CREDIT  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Blackleooe. — From  the  best  informatien 
!  have  b<'en  able  to  collect,  by  an  examination  of 
he  documents  laid  on  our  table,  as  well  as  by  con- 
rersation  with  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with 
he  subject  than  myself,  I  find  that,  from  the  sales 
>f  the  public  lands  already  made,  there  will  be 
X}  be  cuUected  in  the  course  of  about  four  years, 
ipward  of  two  million  of  dollars  j  from  the  same 


sources  of  information  I  likewise  learn,  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  only,  upward  of  two  hundred  thoui^and  dol* 
lars  are  to  be  paid,  or  the  lands  must  be  sold  to 
raise  the  balances  from  the  persons  owing  this 
enormous  sum,  and  that  sales  for  a  part  of  it  are 
to  commence  in  this  or  the  next  month.  The 
petitions  presented  to  Congress  at  this  session, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  credit  for  the  balances 
due  from  the  petitioners,  and  depicting  the  dis- 
tresses to  which  many  must  be  reduced  if  our 
laws  are  rigidly  enforced,  ought  to  draw  our  at- 
tention to  what  is  to  be  the  probable  consequences 
of  a  system,  which,  in  practice,  is  found  likely  to 
bring  largely  in  debt  to  the  Government  so  con* 
siderable  a  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  any  sec- 
tion of  the  tlnion.  To  my  mind,  there  is  nothing 
more  obvious  than  that  if  the  present  system  of 
selling  oar  lands  is  persevered  in,  the  peace  of  the 
Union  may  and  probably  will  not  be  prfterved* 
Men  who  have  paid  three-fourths,  or.  perhaps, 
more,  of  the  purchase  money  for  their  lands,  ana 
spent  several  years  hard  labor  in  improving  them, 
cannot  feel  very  strongly  attached — nay,  must 
feel  an  aversion — to  a  Qovernment,  whose  rigid 
policy,  in  consequence  of  their  having  failed  to 
pay  the  balance  which  may  be  due,  takes  from 
them  not  only  their  lands  and  improvements,  but 
even  refuses  to  refund  that  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  which  may  have  been  paid.  Let  the  num«> 
ber  of  persons  of  this  description  increase  to  that 
extent  to  which  our  present  system  naturally 
leads,  and  I  fear,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  to  en- 
force your  laws.  No  man  will  dare  to  bid  at  your 
sales ;  his  life  may  be  in  danger  if  he  does ;  and 
thooffh  the  lands,  in  such  cases,  would  revert  to 
the  Gk>vernment,  what  good  would  it  do  them  1 
The  first  purchaser  is  in  possession,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  is  in  favor  of 
his  holding  it.  To  evict'him,  you  must  resort  t^ 
force,  the  conse(]uences  of  which  are  too  obvious 
to  need  description.  A  committee  of  this  House 
has  already  aecided  the  principle,  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  grant  a  longer  indulgence  to  those 
whose  time  of  credit  has  expired.  To  have  de* 
cided  otherwise  would  have  been  to  adopt  toward 
poor  debtors  for  the  purchase  of  your  lands,  a 
practice  directly  contrary  from  that  which,  under 
similar  circumstances  of  hardship,  has  been  uni* 
formly  observed  toward  your  debtors  at  the  cus- 
tom-houses; a  distinction  which  cannot,  as  I 
conceive,  be  justified  by  ai»y  principle  of  policy 
or  justice.  I  know  of  no  way  by  which  the  evils 
to  be  apprehended  can  be  so  efiectually  averted  as 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  selling  the  public 
lands  on  credit;  and  with  the  view  of  bringing  the 
subject  before  Congress,  and  ascertaining  their 
opinion  upon  it,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblic  Lands 
Be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing all  such  parts  of  the  several  acts  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  as  authorizes  a  credit  on 
any  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and  that  they  report 
their  opinion  thereupon. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  an  amendment;  going  to 
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refer  this  resolation  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  which  did  not  prevail— ayes  13; 
^hea  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 
British  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  its 
passage. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  ww  about  myself  to  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  before  ttiey  are  taken  on 
the  hillj  I  wish  some  of  its  framers,  if  indeed  it 
has  any  within  these  walb,  would  step  forward 
and  inlorm  what  evidence  is  to  be  offered  to  a 
jury  to  decide  whether  a  given  yard  of  broad- 
cloth has  been  manu&ctured  in  Britain  or  Ireland. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  efficiency  and 
dignitf ;  but  never  in  the  course  of  my  life  have 
I  witnessed  such  a  scene  of  indignity  and  ineffi- 
ciency as  this  measure  holds  forth  to  the  world. 
What  is  it?    A  milk-and  water  bill,  a  dose  of 
chicken  broth  to  be  taken  nine  months  hence. 
Good  Gk>d !  is  it  possible  that  gentlemen  believe 
it  will  be  incompetent  for  Congress  at  the  next 
session  to  cook  up  such  a  dish  as  this?  for  I  hope 
Congress  will  meet  before  or  about  the  15th  of 
November,  and  that  an  adjournment  will  not  be 
made  to  the  beginning  of  December.  Is  there  such 
a  difference  of  time  J>etween  those  periods  as  to 
justify  a  resort  to  these  measures  now?    It  is  the 
merest  brtUum  ftdmen  I  ever  heard.    It  is  too 
contemptible  to  be  the  object  of  consideration,  or 
to  excite  the  feelings  of  toe  pettiest  State  in  £u* 
rope.    If  we  wish  to  throw  the  disffrace  off  our 
ahoulders,  let  us  throw  this  bill  on  our  tables. 
This  is  the  strong  measure !  this  is  the  imposing 
attitude  we  have  taken !    You  cannot  do  with- 
out the  next  Spring  and  Fail  importations;  and 
vott  tell  your  ad  versary  so.  You  multi  ply  custom- 
nouse  oaths,  and  give  a  bounty  to  perjury.    Ex- 
cept in  respect  to  costom-house  oaths,  there  is  not 
a  provision  in  the  bill  worth  a  fiarthing.    Is  it 
possible  for  a  deliberative  body  thus  to  trifle  with 
the  nation  ?— with  powers  with  which  they  have 
been  invested  for  wisest  purposes ;  and  to  hold 
oat  a  temptation  to  the  violation  of  laws?  for  it 
i    impossible  to  pass  a  law  more  teemina  with 
mischief— a  law  which,  while  it  opens  a  door  to 
perjury,  cannot  be  execnted,  and  than  the  execu- 
tion or  which  nothing  is  farther  from  the  minds 
of  its  ffumers.    It  is  indeed  inefficiency  itself;  it 
can  never  be  executed.    I  hare  heard  much  said 
in  the  lobby,  since  I  came  into  the  House,  of  giv- 
ing up  our  own  opinions  in  deference  to  those  of 
others.    Let  those  who  make  this  declaration  give 
up  their  opinions.    But  in  my  opinion  the  times 
call  for  a  far  different  thing  from  unanimity. 
They  may  indeed  call  for  union,  but  the  mea- 
sures proposed  ought  to  be  wise  and  efficient — 
they  ctill  for  principle — for  independence — for 
gentlemen  in  this  House  voting  in  correspondence 
to-  the  opinions  they  avM>w  out  of  doors,  and  not 
for  their  being  whipt  in  by  the  underling^  of  Qor- 
ernment — ^for  assuming  a  manly  attitude— for  a 


far  di^rent  procedure  frotn  the  bill  on  your  tahk 
Will  gentlemen  allow  nothing  to  m  change  of  ei^ 
cumstances  in  Europe  ?  We  faare  received  a  re- 
cent communication  from  that  quarter.  Wifl 
they  pay  no  attention  to  its  contents  ?  Will  tbej^ 
instead  of  this,  go  on  in  their  political  gooft.  itt 
one  incessant  rotrtid,  withont  actendiDg;  to  asie  or 
circumstance  ?  And  now  I  am  speaking  ot  this 
subject,  I  must  reqiiest  those  commnnif  iww  be 
read. 

Mr.  Speaybb  said  they  were  confidentiaL 

Mr.  J.  RAN00LPB.--I  hope  they  will  be  ic^ 
whether  they  be  confidential  or  ooc 

Mr.  Spbakbb.— They  are  not  ia  posaesaiaBif 
the  House. 

Mr.  J.  RAitnoLFH.— I  hope  thef  will  besotibr, 
and  that  they  will  be  read. 

The  Speakbb  repeated  that  they  were  aor  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Clopton. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  with  a  vi«v 
of  submittiog  a  few,  and  but  a  few  remarics  to  the 
House  on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  atn  afrai^ 
however,  that  my  voice,  naturally  feehle,  aad  ren- 
dered much  more  so  by  a  painrul,  excraetaUig 
indisposition,  which  has  detained  me  from  this 
House  many  weeks,  will  not  admit  of  a  degree  of 
utterance  sufficient  to  be  heard  throaghoat  the 
whole  even  of  those  few  remarks.  Until  yesierdaf 
I  have  not  been  able  to  come  to  theHoase  for  more 
than  seven  weeks ;  and,  on  that  day,  the  dehilitaied 
state  of  my  frame  admitted  not  of  my  continttaee 
at  the  House  but  for  a  ve^y  short  time.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  feel  the  more  thankfol  to  dte 
House  for  a  patient  attention.  During  part  of  the 
time  which  has  elapsed  in  my  absence  Irom  t^ 
House,  a  resolution  of  very  great  importance  was 
discussed  and  passed  by  withont  a  Toie.  The 
bill  now  before  you  is  one  brought  in,  as  I  under* 
stand,  pursuant  to  another  reaolatiott  which  has 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Hoose. 

Sir,!  shall  vote  for  this  bill,  not  becanae  I  be- 
lieve it  is  calculated  to  be  as  effectual  towards 
obtaining  the  objects  sought  for,  as  a  measore 
might  be,  grounded  on  the  resolution  which  his 
been  discussed:  I  mean  the  resolution  sohmitted 
by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Qaaoa) 
Nor  shall  I  vote  for  it  under  a  belief  that  it  will 
be  less  likely  to  give  offence  to  the  nation  on  when 
it  is  to  operate.  Every  argument  against  that  res* 
dution  predicated  on  apprehensions  of  its  ofta- 
sive  tendency  towards  that  natit>n,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  equally  as  proper  ajrainst  this  bill  as 
against  that  resolution.  But  afi  argument  of  this 
sort  I  utterlv  disclaim,  whether  applied  to  the  oae 
case  or  to  the  other.  However,  there  seems  to 
have  arisen,  from  apprehensions  of  that  kind,  a 
degree  of  reluctance  in  some  gentlemen  as  to 
resorting  to  any  measure  of  the  nature  of  tkit 
proposed  in  this  bill.  And  why  so 7  What  I 
would  ask,  is  the  situation  of  the  United  Slates? 
Are  they  still  in  a  state  of  colonization  to  Great 
Britain?  Are  they  under  subjection  to  the  ai^^ 
trary  rule  and  dominion  of  tnat  country?  Are 
they  bound  to  receive  law  from  the  British  Pa^ 
liament,  from  the  British  Ministry,  or  from  a  Brit* 
ish  Court  of  Admiralty  ?    Or  de  they  hold  a  rank 
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\fk  the  scale  of  rodependent  ttftti»iiS«?  If  ttiey  do 
hold  any  socli  rank,  baTe  thef,  or  have  they  not, 
a  right  to  make  rales  and  re^ollftfions  in  respeet 
to  their  commerce  with  other  couillrieB  ?  In  mak- 
ingr  their  commerctai  arrangements,  have^  they 
not  a  right  to  withhold  their  trade  either  in  whole 
01  in  part,  from  an^  ciotmtry  wbatev^,  if  tbef 
have  reason  so  to  do  ?  If  they  really  havef  ft  ckim 
to  be  eoDsideired  a«  a  nation;  if  they  d<^  exi«t  as  a 
people  hfltvinff  their  own  Goi^tfrtrarest  indepen- 
deiH  of  all  other  Gtoveromefits,  anck  a  ri|ght  cati-' 
not  be  dispttte^'j  it  ia  oleaY,  it  is  incontestable. 
What  caase  of  offfDce,  then,  cm  be  given  by  tiie 
exercise  of  saeh  a  rigbf  ?  What  cause  of  onenoe 
will  be  given  by  the  United  States,  sfaoold  they 
withhold  their  trade  from  any  nation  upon  earth  7 
None^  sir.  The  right  being  ctoir  And  irnqaestibn- 
tiooable.  suoh  an  exeroiws  of  it  csnnof  be  any  josf 
cause  ot  ofeice. 

It  see«i«^  however,  to  have  been  apprehended 
by  some  gentletten  tfaac,  whether  it  be  jn^t  cause 
of  offence  or  not,  Great  Britain  wiH  take  offemce 
should  any  such  measufe  be  adopted.  And,  sir, 
has  it  not  been  sugtf^t^  that  the  United  S^lates 
would  do  well  to  refrain  from  taking  such  a  meas- 
ure rather  than  incur  the  displeastffe  of  that  na- 
ttoni  If  such  suggestions  4m ve  transpiredv  I  must, 
with  all  the  powers  of  my  soul,  disclaim  the  senti- 
ment. What!  forbear  to  do  what  we  have  a 
kwfol  fiffht  to  do,  and-  what  does  liiot,  by  any 
manner  of  means,  interfere  With  the  rights  of  oth- 
ers, through  fear  of  offiendmff-Gveat  Britain  there- 
by !  Sir,  is  the  blood  which  fiowed  in  our  veins 
thirty  years  ago'  entirelf  dissipated  T  If  it  is  not, 
if  there  be  one  drop  remaining,  stnrely  that  drop 
is.  sufficient «to  eiA^ite  an  indignant  renuiiciatiott, 
an  utter  abhorrence  of  snch  a:  sentiment.  What 
is  fear?  Is  it  a  quality  or  a  .property  of  the  ho-: 
m«n  sout?  If  it  be  such  a  quality  or  propei^ty, 
0  let  it  beet)ernally  dncardedfrom  the  American 
breast  I  Let  it  bedriven  to  those  dark  and' gloomy 
regions  where  the  iron  hand  of  despotism  st¥ik^ 
to  the  ground  everything  which  Wotild  attempt  to 
raise  itMdf  abote  that  levell  There  alone  is  its 
proper  element;  there  it  is  a  principle  of  Govern- 
ment pervadinr  the  melancholy  groups,  who  drag 
on  through  life  under  a  load  of  wretchedness, 
marking  their  dismal  course  by  the  clanking  of 
their  chains.  Whererer  it  prevails  it  pollutes ; 
it  poferons  the  fouotatn  whence  fibws  everything 
noble  and  excellent  in  man.  Infeeted^ith  if.  his 
native  dignity  vanishes  from  hfmj  and  all  his 
gireatness  topples  downward  and  sinks  into  the 
dust. 

But  wherefore,'  sir,  for  what  purpofte^  should 
this  fear  of  offending  Great  Britain^  be  indul^^ed  ? 
It  should  be  indulged,  it  seems,  lest  Great  Britain, 
taking  offence  al  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure, 
should  wage  war  against  the  United  States.  Sir, 
that  nation  (it  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides)  has 
committed  manifold  outrageous  vit>lations  on  the 
rights  of  this  country,  and  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
and  continues  to  nursue  that  wrongful  course.  If, 
itk  vindication  of^ those  rights,  the  United  States 
should  adopt  a  measure  perfectly  lawful,  and  such 
UappeaEs  to  them  the  most  eligible;  and  if,  in 


consequence  of  that  measure.  Great  Britain,  tO' 
complete  her  system  of  iniquity,  should  choose  to 
go  further  and  make  war  against  this  country,  be 
It  so.  The  United  States  will  have  done  notning 
more  than  what  it  was  their  duty  to  do;  and,  in 
the  instance  of  thi^  bill,  perhaps  they  will  not 
have'  ddine  as  much.  The  measure  is  perfectly 
lawful,  perfectly  just,  and  contains  in  itself  noth- 
ing incompatible  with  principles  strictly  pacific. 
Should  such  be  the  consequence,  I  do  not  beKeve 
that  in  the  war  (Which  would  be  merely  a  naval 
one)  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  that  country 
would  be  so  great  as  seems  to  have  been  appre- 
hended by  ^ome  gentlemen.  I  rather  believe  that 
oar  commerce  would  not  be  aimoyed  in  a  greater 
degrete  than  might  be  retaliated  on  her  commerce. 
Here,  sir.  let  me  not  be  misunderstood ;  let  it  not 
be  thought  that  I  feel  a  wish  for  war.  Far,  very 
far  froin  it.  I  deprecate  that  gpreat  evil,  that 
scourge  of  the  human  kind.  I  entertain  a  pecu- 
liar aversion-  to  every  species  of  warfare,  as  f 
always  have  entertafiued  an  aversion  to  it.  But 
I  n^ean  here  to  make  a  distraction  between  a  dis- 

Sosttion  to  seek  aAer,  or  to  provoke  v^ar,  and  that 
isposition,  which,  although  it  wishes  to  avoid 
war,  is  not  afraid  to  meet  it,  should  it  be  wantonly 
and  unjustly  waged  against  our  country.  I  mean 
here  to  declare  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  ought  not  to  shrink  from  a  lawful  exer- 
cise of  their  own  rights  of  independence,  through 
fear  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  any  nation 
Upon  earth,  lest  that  nation,  under  the  influence 
ot  such  displeasure,  should  make  war  against  thi^ 
country ;  and  I  mean  here  to  express  my  wish 
and  my  h\Dpe  that  they  will  exercise  those  rights 
of  independence. 

But,  sir,  do  I  think  that  such  a  measure  (Mr. 
G.'s  resolution)  would  induce  Great  Britain  to 
wage  war  against  the  United  States  ?  No^  sir,  I 
am  as  far  from  thinking  so  as  I  am  from  wishing 
that  it  should  be  so ;  and  I  can  truly  say.  that  no 
man  upon  earth  can  be  farther  from  desiring  such 
an  event.  This  country  affords  a  great  market 
for  d  vast  portion  of  British  manufactures.  Ex- 
clude those  manufactures  from  this  market,  and 
the  effect  would  be  immediately  felt  throughout 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Such, 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  that  their  Gov- 
ernment would  feel  much  stronger  inducements 
to  relinquish  their  ag:gres8ions  thaii' to  pursue  theni 
or  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  Ehc- 
clude  those  manufactures  from  this  market,  and 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  their  manofac- 
turing  subjects  would  soon  be  seen  trembling  with 
awful  apprehensions  of  famine.  Volumes  of  re- 
monstrances, almost  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
winds,  would  be  poured  in  and  laid  at  the  foot  of 
the  Tnrone;  the  language  of  such  remonstrances 
would  ht  such  as  to  strike  the  souls  of  their  Min- 
istry wiih  terror  and  dismay.  To  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  discontent,  disaffection,  and  consequent 
insurrection,  \  do  believe  that  they  would  hasten 
to  relinquish  their  pernicious  and  iniquitous  sys- 
tem. Thus  the  commotions  of  their  own  subjects 
would  drive  them  from  the  pursuit  of  a  course  of 
aggression,  from  whkhj  scarcely  any  other  event 


855 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESfiL 


l^ 


H.  OF  R. 


Non-Jmpartaiuin  of  Goods  from  Great  Britam. 


BIascb.  19D6. 


could  divert  them ;  and  their  own  fears  would 
produce  that  justice  to  us,  which  might  perhaps 
ID  vaia  be  expected  to  be  brought  about  by  any 
other  means.  Thus  far  we  should  be  secured 
against  war,  from  causes  arising  among  them- 
selves. 

Among  other  obiections  to  such  a  measure,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  measure  would  aid 
the  ambitious  views  of  France,  by  throwing  the 
weight  of  the  United  States  in  her  scale.    How, 
sir,  would  this  be  done?    Nobody,  I  believe,  enter- 
tains a  thought  of  entering  into  an  alliance,  either 
offensive  or  defensive,  witb  the  reigning  Emperor 
of  France.    How,  then  would  such  an  event  be 
brought  about?    On  a  supposition,  it  seems,  that 
the  United  States  would  certainly  be  en^ged  in 
a  war  with  Great  Britain.    Eaually  foreign  is  it, 
I  believe,  from  the  intention  of  any  one  to  make 
war  against  that  nation,  and  thereby  increase  the 
weight  of  Bonaparte  in  the  scale  of  war  against 
his  great  antagonist.     In  what  manner,  then, 
would  this  accumulation  of  weight  in  his  scale  be 
effected,  by  which  he  would  be  enabled  more  easi* 
ly  to  crush  his  adversary  7    Why,  truly,  in  one 
and  one  only  way  (it  has  been  said)  it  would  be 
effected.    That  very  adversary  would  effect  it; 
that  very  adversary,  it  8eem«.  would  throw  our 
weight  into  his  scale  against  herself,  by  waging 
war  against  us ;  would  harself  be  the  immediate 
cause  of  facilitating  her  own  downfall.    If,  Mr. 
Chairman,  such  would  be  the  couKequenee,  are  the 
rulers  of  tnat  nation  so  stupid  and  blind  that  they 
could  have  no  idea  of  that  consequence?    And, 
while  it  is  plainly  foreseen  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, they  could  form  no  conception  of  it  ?    Is 
their  situation  better  known  here  than  it  can  be 
to  themselves  ?    Or  are  they  ready^  thus  violently 
and  ignorantly,  to  precipitate  their  own  fate  by 
taking  a  step  tending  to  produce  to  them  that  ca- 
tastrophe, but  which  tendency  they  cannot  per- 
ceive, while  it  is  clearly  comprehended  at  this 
place?    Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  make  use  of  a 
phrase,  which  has  been  before  made  use  of — 
Quern  Deu8  miU  perdereprius  demeniat.    Is  it 
ascertained  that  they  have  already  arrived  to  that 
state  of  dementation  ?    Is  it  ascertained  that  they 
are  completely  prepared  for  destruction,  by  hav- 
ing been  previously  rendered  completely  mad? 
But,  so  far  from  being  overwhelmed  and  sunk 
into  a  state  of  mental  derangement,  has  not  their 
wisdom  been  a  theme  of  high  eulogium?    I  be- 
lieve it  has.     Without  saying,  however,  how  far 
I  am  willing  to  concur  in  that  eulogium,  I  might 
safely  admit,  then,  that  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  would  afford  .to  her  ad« 
versary  a  considerable  advantage  in  their  contest; 
and  that  very  circumstance  secures  the  United 
States  from  war  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  she 
should  be  otherwise  disposed  to  wage  it  against 
them. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  important  subject,  two 
interests  have  been  taken  into  view — the  agricul- 
tural interest  and  commercial  interest.  I,  sir,  am 
no  stickler  for  commerce,  nor  am  I  an  enemy  to 
it.  My  own  individual  interest  is  agricultural; 
I  derive  my  subsistence  from  the  soil.    But  this 


is  a  commerciaL  a  great  conuDereimi  ccMwiry.as 
it  is  a  grcAt  agricultural  one.  The  agricultoral 
part  of  the  community  does,  indeed,  ontDumbet 
that  of  the  commercial ;  yet  I  leel  no  dispositioa 
to  shrink  from  a  vindication  of  those  rigbii  of  the 
nation  which  appertain  to  commerce.  As  a  na- 
tion, it  is  our  duty  to  vindicate  nil  its  ngiti^and 
the  rights  of  all  its  citizens*  So  long  as  com- 
merce is  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  ue  Qaited 
States,  it  is  their  duty  not  to  mbnndon  tlielawfal 
rights  attached  to  that  commerce  ;  nor  to  atea- 
don,  without  an  effort,  their  io^ored,  impresKA 
seamen,  to  the  fangs  and  lash  of  the  tyrants  vka 
have  outrageously  seized  upon  them  !  The  east- 
ern parts  of  the  Atlantic  States  are  addicted  to 
commercial  habits;  long  have  they  been  ioored 
to  them ;  we  cannot  break  them  off  fron  those 
habits;  we  cannot  change  the  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  the  West  we  |)erceive  the  dnwaiis  of  a 
great  day,  when  the  subjects  of  an  immense  inde 
will  be  wafted  along  the  stream  of  the  Misnsslp- 
pi — be  bunched  into  the  ocean — and  almost  wie^ 
in  magnitude  and  in  value,  with  those  of  the  At- 
lantic Sutea.  Sir,  we  shoold  legislate  for  this 
great  nation,  as  it  is;  we  shoold  assert  thevarioQi 
rights  appertaining  to  it  as  an  independent  natioa; 
andj  as  tar  as  we  can  foresee,  we  shoold  provide 
for  Its  future  interests  in  the  different  stages  of  its 
rising  and  progressive  state. 

I  had  intend  d,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  sook 
further  remarks  on  arguments  which  have  bera 
ad  vanced  in  su  pport  of  the  position,  that  war  wrald 
ensue  from  such  a  measure ;  that  the  eooseqaemee 
would  be  fatal  to  the  commerce  and  navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  a  tendency  to  at- 
cure  to  France  a  superiority  on  the  o^can.  I  had 
wished,  also,  to  make  a  few  observations  relatiie 
to  the  rights  attached  to  the  vessels  of  a  aeatial 
nation  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  notice  some  of  the 
pretexts  resorted  to  fas  it  is  said)  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, by  way  of  justincatioa  for  the  aggressioDs  on 
our  commerce,  and  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen.  But  my  present  bodily  infinnttiei  do 
not  admit  my  proceeding  as  far  as  I  wished^  I 
most,  therefore,  conclude.  As  I  said  before,  sir, 
although  I  do  not  believe  that  this  bill  is  as  well 
calculated  for  insuring  attainment  of  the  objects 
sought  for  as  might  have  been,  and,  therrfore.  my 
hopes  of  success  ar^  not  very  sanguine ;  yec,  be- 
ing not  entirely  without  hope  that  it  may  an- 
swer the  purpose,  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

[The  following  has  been  commonicated  by  Mr.  Cmf- 
Tos,  as  the  sabstsnoe  of  what  he  had  intended  to  sd- 
dress  to  the  Hooae,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  reBBiks» 
if  his  health  had  been  such  as  to  have  *wHf«<  him  to 
proceedvEoiToas.] 

The  resolution  which  has  been  discussed,  bar- 
ing  been  declared  to  have  a  warlike  tendency,  rto 
terrors  of  a  war  with  Oreat  Britain  have  been, 
therefore,  set  forth  in  frightful  colors ;  sad  we 
have  been  warned,  solemnly  warned,  to  be  cau- 
tious in  taking  a  step  so  much  affecting  the  toter- 
est9  of  a  nation,  the  thunder  of  whose  navy,  even 
in  contemplation,  is  awful  and  tremendoos.  Has 
it  not  been  brought  forward,  as  an  alarming  con- 
sideration, that  if  the  fleets  of  that  nation  shoold 
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>Dce  be  directed  against  this  country,  not  a  port 
rom  one  end  of  the  continent  to  theother  would  be 
eft  open  ?  That  oar  coasts  would  be  lined  with 
heir  ships,  and  not  a  single  American  vessel  in  port 
vould  be  able  to  steal  out,  while  all  on  the  ocean 
rould  be  captured  or  destroyed?  The  language 
•f  the  opposition  seems  to  have  breathed  sentt- 
aents  of  this  sort;  and  much  of  the  warning 
vhich  has  been  given,  appears  to  have  been  di- 
ected  entirely  to  these  points.  They  tell  us  that 
rar,  inevitable  war,  would  be  the  result ;  and  that 
D  the  United  States,  the  consequence  would  be 
nnibilation  of  their  commerce,  and  speedy  de- 
truction  to  their  little  marine.  In  the  warm  and 
oiemn  appeals  to  the  vast  naval  force  of  Eng- 
ind,  which  has  long  secured  to  her  the  dominion 
if  the  seas,  it  has  b^n  denounced  as  a  species  of 
oadness  to  attempt  such  a  measure.  Such  is  the 
licture  which  has  been  drawn  on  one  side  of  the 
lanvass.  To  the  correctness  of  a  part  of  the  por- 
rait  I  am  ready  to  subscribe.  I  readily  aamit 
hat  Great  Britain  does  maintain  the  dominion  of 
he  seas.  I  say,  further,  she  is  not  shy  nor  back- 
vard  in  manifesting  that  circumstance  to  the 
vorid.  Proud,  haughty,  domineering,  she  makes 
he  inferior  Powers  feel  her  weight.  She  gives 
aw  to  the  whole  maritime  world,  and  she  tyran- 
iizes  greatly  indeed.  Yes,  indeeu  !  she  plays  the 
yrant,  and  she  plays  the  tyrant  on  the  commerce 
»f  this  country ;  and  these  are  the  outrages  which 
re  complain  of. 

Let  us  now  turn  orer  and  look  at  the  other  side 
»f  the  canvass.  Let  us  see  what  is  there  portray- 
id.  We  there  see  it  sketched  out  that  this  same 
ittle  navy  of  ours,  although  it  is  to  be  destroyed 
It  an  early  stage  of  the  supposed  contest,  will, 
levertheiess,  enable  France  to  disconcert  all  the 
nighty  naval  machinery  of  England,  to  harass  it 
m  all  sides,  and  eventally  acquire  the  predomi- 
lance ;  that  the  great  ocean  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
ceive into  its  bosom  the  GhiUic  tyrant  in  place  of 
ts  old  master,  England;  that  this ffreat  leviathan 
>f  the  deep  will  be  obliged  to  yield  up  his  long- 
istablished  dominion  to  the  shark  of  France ;  and 
bat  new  monarch,  issuing  forth  in  the  vigor  of 
routhful  strength  thus  recently  aeouired,  will 
(nap  in  twain  everything  he  meets  with,  and  reign 
iie  terror  of  the  whole  watery  element. 

But  no  more  of  figures  and  allegorical  allusions, 
irhich  have  lately  become  rery  fashionable.  In 
slain  Enfflish,  the  scene  which  has  been  present- 
nI  to  us,  I  take  to  be  this :  The  opposition  com- 
menced on  the  assumed  position  tnat  the  meas- 
ire  was  a.  war  measure ;  that  a  war,  a  naval  war, 
nrould  inevitably  follow  its  adoption.  On  this 
ground  all  the  arguments,  mostly  relied  upon 
seem  to  be  predicated ;  and  are  precisely  adapted 
to  the  oppositiottj  if  the  resolution  had  contained 
I  direct  declaration  of  war.  In  this  apprehended 
war  we  are  told  that  Qreat  Britain,  by  her  im- 
mense navy,  must  maintain  an  incalculable  ad* 
Tantage  over  this  country ;  that  the  commerce 
and  the  navy  of  the  United  States  must,  almost 
immediately,  be  broken  up ;  that  indeed  we  should 
be  ''swept  at  a  blow  from  the  ocean ;"  and  at  the 
same  time  we  are  warned  agaioat  taking  such  a 


step  on  the  ground  that,  in  such  a  war,  that  is  to 
say,  a  naval  war,  the  Uoitel  States  being  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  France,  might  insure  its  prepon- 
derance, and  give  to  France  the  dominion  of  the 
seas.  This  is  to  me  a  paradox  totally  incompre- 
hensible. That  the  United  States  should,  at  the 
very  outset  of  the  contest,  be  rendered  totally  in- 
capable of  making  any  head,  a  single  effort  at  sea, 
and  vet  be  the  efficient  means  of  increasing  the 
naval  power  of  France  (now  comparatively  tri- 
fling) so  far  as  to  overbalance  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, are  positions  which  appear  too  opposite  and 
contradictory  to  be  reconciled.  What !  Totally 
incapable  ot  doing  anything,  and  yet  capable  of 
performing  the  wonderful  act  of  oringing  about 
the  subjection  of  eight  hundred  ships  to  the  do- 
minion of  a  few  dozen ! 

But  whether  there  be  war  or  no  war  with  the 
United  States,  if  there  be  any  persons  who  are 
anxious  that  the  great  overgrown  naval  power  of 
Oreat  Britain  should  not  be  reduced,  I  think  it  is 
very  probable  that  they  will  have  their  wish ;  at 
leaxt,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  human 
affairs,  no  ground  is  now  presented  whereon  to 
calculate  when  fuch  an  event  might  be  expected. 
Yet,  if  such  a  war  should  take  place,  I  have  no 
idea  that  the  commerce  or  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  would  be  annihilated,  small  as  that  navy 
is,  and  improbable  as  it  is  that  the  weight  of  it  in 
the  scale  of  that  war  would  be  such  an  accession 
as  to  enable  France  to  obtain  a  naval  predomi- 
nancy. I  believe  that  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
individual  adventurers  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  would,  as  I  suggested  before,  countervail 
all  opposing  difficulties,  and  maintain  a  heavy 
weignt  in  the  commercial  scale.  Other  channels 
would  be  found,  through  which  commercial  pur- 
suits would  be  conducted.  Small  would  be  the 
sacrifice,  if  any ;  but  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  not 
wilfully  made  at  the  shrine  of  vain  ambition,  nor 
proceeding  from  unlawful  pursuits.  It  would  be 
a  sacrifice  incidentally  resulting,  but  not  right- 
fully, from  a  cause  which,  to  maintain,  is  among 
the  noblest  acts  of  a  nation ;  a  manly  assertion  of 
its  legitimate  rights,  in  a  spirit  untinctured  with 
hostile  views. 

As  to  the  naval  armament  of  the  United  States, 
although  it  cannot  be,  and  has  not  been,  pretend- 
ed by  any  of  the  friends  of  the  measure,  that  it 
could  contend  with  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
ye.t,  that  it  might  afford  to  our  merchant  vessels 
considerable  protection  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
coasts,  and  the  West  Indies,  there  can  be  scarcely 
a  doubt. 

Whoever  he  is,  on  the  other  band,  who  wishes 
to  see  something  like  a  balance  of  power  on  the 
ocean — an  event  which  might,  very  prpbably, 
subserve  the  general  interests  of  manxina  and  of 
the  United  States,  tmich  better — I  cannot  perceive 
any  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  will  soon  be  grat- 
ified. If  Bonaparte  ever  destroys  the  naval  power 
of  Qreat  Britain,  or  weakens  it  so  far  as  to  acquire 
the  superiority,  and  succeed  to  the  dominion  of  the 
seas,  he  must  first  destroy  the  British  nation,  or 
conquer,  or  subject  it  to  his  own  terms.  Does 
it  therefore  follow^  from  these  sentimenta,  that 
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I  wish  for  »uoh  an  event.  No,  indeed ;  by  no 
means.  I  neither  wish  that  the  one  should  be 
destroyed,  nor  that  the  other  should  acquire  the 
superiority  at  sea,  as  he  now  holds  it  on  the  land. 
I  am  as  unwilling  that  the  United  States,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  lawful  pursuits,  should  be  in- 
sulted by  one  tyrant  of  tne  seas,  as  that  they 
should  be  insulted  by  another  tyrant  of  the  seas. 
No  matter  who  rules  the  ocean,  a  disposition  to 

Elay  the  tyrant  there  will  be  found.  Whoerer 
olds  dominion  on  that  element,  capricious,  inter- 
ested projects  will  mark  his  conduct  towards 
others.  The  best,  and  most  eligible  course  for 
the  United  States  to  pursue,  when  they  meet  with 
such  conduct,  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  are  calculated  most  to  affect  the  in- 
terest of  the  aggressors.  If  this  be  a  sound  rule, 
it  strongly  recommends  the  resolution  which  has 
been  discussed,  as  the  measure  proposed  by  it 
would  deeply  and  vitally  affect  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain ;  while,  as  I  have  said  before,  the 
saerifiee  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  I  really 
tfa^ink,  would  not  be  such  as  to  affect  their  inter- 
est in  any  very  considerable  degree. 

If  I  were  disposed  to  do  so,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary at  this  time  to  say  anything  as  to  the  aggres- 
sions complained  of,  whetner  they  are  unwarrant- 
able, and  contrary  to  what  is  called  the  law  of 
nations.  That  they  are  so,  is  a  point,  I  believe 
almost  universally  insisted  upon  by  the  people  of 
this  country.  But  here,  I  will  go  a  little  further. 
The  doctrine  which  admits  of  search  for  enemy^s 
goods,  on  board  (he  vesseb  of  a  neutral  on  the 
nigh  seas,  and  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  such 
goods  whenever  there  found,  ever  was,  to  my 
view,  a  doctrine  founded  in  power,  and  not  in 
tight — a  doctrine  which  all  the  musty,  volumin- 
ous compilations  of  the  civilians,  put  to|^ether, 
-ean  never  reconcile  to  the  priaciplps  of  lustiee. 
Within  whose  jurisdiction  is  the  vessel  or  a  neu- 
ral, when  sailing  on  the  high  seas  ?  Is  it  within 
the  jurisdiction,  not  of  the  nation  to  whom  it  be- 
longs, bat,  of  the  belligerent  who  happens  to  meet 
with  it  on  those  seas  1  Are,  or  are  not,  those  seas 
a  common  highway,  free  lor  the  use  of  all  nations 
who  may  choose  to  navigate  them  ?  It  is  univer- 
sally admitted  that  they  are,  for  it  would,  indeed, 
be  utterly  absurd  to  deny  it.  Equally  absurd  would 
it  be,  to  deny  that  a  vessel  sailing  on  those  seas 
is  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  nation 
to  whom  it  belongs.  What  right,  then,  has  a  bel- 
ligerent, because  he  happens  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  forcibly  to  invade  the  jurisdictional  limits  of 
a  peaceable  nation,  with  whom  he  has  no  difier- 
•eace  ?  The  state  of  war  in  which  he  is,  what- 
ever rights  it  mav  give  him  in  relation  to  his 
enemyt  cannot  enlarge  his  rifrhts  in  respect  to  a 
neutral,  cannot  diminish  the  right  of  that  neutral. 
Upon  no  principle  of  reas(A  or  justice  can  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  be  afiected  by  the  war.  His 
situation  cannot  be  rightfully  altered  by  either  of 
the  belligerent  parties,  and  neither  of  them  can 
have  any  more  rightiol  authority  to  enter  the 
jurisdictional  limits  of  a  neutral  in  time  of  war 
than  in  a  state  of  profound  peace^  for  he  is  in  a 
state  of  peace,  and  all  the  rights  of  peace  remain 


attached  to  htm  ia  that  state.  The  belUgereat  kas 
as  much  rig^ht  to  enter  the  warehouses,  or  otfaer 
places  withm  the  territories  of  the  DeatraL  seize 
and  make  prize  of  the  goods  of  his  enemy  ifound 
there,  as  he  has  to  enter  the  vessels  of  the  oealral 
on  the  high  «eas,  and  to  seize  and  make  prize  o{ 
the  goods  of  his  enemy  there  foaad;  becaose, 
the  neutral  nation  has  the  same  exciasiTe  juris- 
diction on  board  its  vessels  on  cbe  hi^  sns.  as  it 
has  within  its  territories.  That  jansdicsicia,  in 
both  places,  should  be  equally  saered  froia  isva- 
sion  by  the  belligerent,  and  sboald  equally  protect 
the  ffoods  within  it  If  snch  was  not  the  case,  it 
would  be  nonsense  to  talk  about  a  mare  kAeroL 
The  idea  of  a  Jree  tea  would  be  a  naere  babble. 
The  vast  expanse  of  waters  forming^  the  istmeose 
ocean,  different  parts  of  which  are  desigaatetf  by 
different  names,  and  all,  taken  together,  so  kHig 
aod  so  broad  as  to  encompass  two-thirds  of  thu 
globe  would  become  a  mere  mare  dausum  awa 
shut  up  within  the  jarisdictioo  of  that  nados. 
which  ever  it  might  be,  who  has  the  stroofest 
naval  force.  Of  all  the  groundless  doeoriaes 
which  ever  were  attempted  to  be  defended,  from 
the  days  of  Adam  to  the  present  time,  this  is  one 
of  those,  which,  I  do  believe,  can  be  sapported 
with  the  least  reason. 

But,  groundless  and  indefensible  as  thisdoetriae 
is,  it  has  been  recognised  by  the  unfortunate  tmtr 
between  the  United  States  and  Ckeat  Britsifi, 
commonly  called  Ja^'s  Treaty,  and,  therffere, 
while  that  treaty  exists,  the  United  Slates  are 
engaged  to  admit  the  practice  founded  on  tlat 
principle.  But  this  does  not  bind  the  United  States 
to  yield  to  the  new  principle  assumed  by  Grea: 
Britain,  on  which  her  cruisers  capture,  and  her 
courts  condemn,  American  vessels  and  eamei. 
when  those  cargoes  consist  of  the  product  of  bet 
enemy's  country,  although  they  have  hecmm 
American  property,  and  are  re-«hipped  for  a  laar- 
ket,  either  m  the  mother  country  or  in  a  etAoBjd 
that  enemy. 

I  have  noticed  the  principle  which  denies  notee- 
tion  to  the  property  of  an  enemy  on  board  the  ves- 
sel of  a  neutral,  as  a  prineiple,  which.  I  do  belicre: 
the  United  States  ought  to  reprolmte  and  resist,  d 
they  had  not  bound  themselves,  by  treaty,  toadnut 
it.  Much  more  ought  they  to  reprobate  and  react 
a  principle  on  which  a  right  is  claimed  by  Great 
Britain,  as  a  beliigerent,  to  seize  and  coodema 
bona  fide  American  property,  because  that  prop- 
erty, so  far  as  relates  to  tM  eai^^o,  was  of  the 
growth  or  mannlaclore  of  her  eneroy^s  country— 
was  brought  into  the  United  Stales  from  one  part, 
and  reshipped  for  another  part  of  the  domiaioBs 
of  that  enemy. 

But  the  aggressions  complained  of,  areeommk* 
ted,  it  seems,  on  the  ground  of  neeeastty.  It  is 
said,  that  Great  Britain  pleads  that  neeessity  as 
her  justification — that,  fighting  for  her  existence, 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  doin|^  what  she  does — 
of  violating  (we  say  )  our  neutral  rights.  This  plea 
appears  to  have  been,  in  a  manner,  admitted,  if 
not  as  a  full  and  complete  justification,  at  least 
as  a  decree  of  palliation,  and  therefore,  that  the 
principle  which  has  been  assumed  by  Great  Brit- 


661 


HI8T0ET  OF  COKOBSS0, 


m» 


March,  1806. 


Non-baporiaiUm  of  ^iwitfrom  Grtait  BrUam. 


H.orE< 


aiD,  should  not  be  so  stroogiy  resitted  by  this  coun- 
try. Here  the  admission  ot  the  plea  is  more  daa- 
irerous  than  the  admission  of  the  priaciple  itself. 
The  ground  of  necessity  is  a  ground  so  broad 
and  extensive,  that,  upon  any  occasion  whatever, 
some  foothold  maybe  found  on  it.  It  is  a  {dea 
vhich  eludes  all  investigation.  It  is  submitted 
to  no  tribunal  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  over- 
ruled, or  not.  It  is  of  that  singular  nature  which 
»nnot  be  judged  of  but  by  him  who  makes  it. 
fie  only  is  competent  to  know  what  his  situa- 
ion  renders  necessary  for  liim  to  do.  An  admis- 
sion of  the  plea,  then,  is  an  admission  that  he  has 
I  ri^ht  to  do  whatever  he  chooses  to  do,  since  his 
choice  is  pounded  on  what  he  deems  to  be  neces- 
ary  for  him  to  do.  It  is  the  plea  of  every  tyrant 
ipon  earth.  The  despot  who  wantonly  impales 
housands  of  his  miserable  subjects,  says — it  must 
)e  so ;  otherwise,  the  throne  would  totter  under 
ne.  I  shall  £edl  a  victim  to  the  fury  of  an  aggra- 
rated  populace,  unless  they  are  constantly  awed 
>y  extreme  severity.  A  system  of  tyranny  ises- 
ablished  then,  to  support  that  system ;  and  to  pre- 
serve the  tyrant,  tnousands  must  be  sacrificed, 
)ecause  the  existing  state  of  things  makes  such 
acrifices  necessary.  If  Caligula's  wish  had  been 
practicable,  and  every  Roman  neck  had  been  ham- 
aered  intp  one,  that  neck  would  have  b^n  too 
itrong  to  be  bent  under  him,  and,  of  course,  it 
vould  have  been  necessary  to  strike  it  off.  Once 
idmit  the  plea  as  a  ground  of  justification,  and 
10  outrage  whatever  will  want  support.  The  plea 
ivill  never  be  waqting.  It  will  always  be  neces- 
arv  to  do  something  or  other — ^right  or  wrong — 
ind  the  necessity  of  the  ease  warrants  it.  This 
loctrine  leads  to  evils,  the  extent  of  which,  baffles 
ill  human  calculation. 

The  plea  of  necessity  is  made  to  justify  the 
mpressment,  od  libiiumy  of  any  seamen  who 
peak  the  English  language.  It  is  alleged  as  ne- 
:essary  to  keep  up  the  complement  of  seamen  for 
heir  navy,  and  they  cannot  distinguish  between 
British  ana  American  sailors.  Having  extended 
heir  naval,  armament  so  far  as  to  become  the 
CO  urge  of  the  maritime  world,  they  must  keep 
i  up,  and  to  keep  it  up  they  make  such  indis- 
Timinate  impressments,  otherwise  some  of  their 
hips  must  be  hauled  into  dock  for  want  of  men. 
Phis  is  a  necessity  which  with  them  justifies 
!very  possible  means  made  use  of  to  procure 
nen,  and  on  this  plea  they  seize  American  sea- 
aen.  But  is  it  possible  that  this  doctrine  can 
lod  an  advocate,  except  among  themselves?  Or 
8  it  possible  that  the  enormity  of  the  outrage  can 
»e  palliated  in  the  smallest  degree  on  the  ground 
»f  such  a  plea?  It  cannot  afford  the  slightest 
hade  of  justification.  In  the  prosecution  of  this 
mtrage,  they  arrogate  to  themselves  a  right  to 
lispense  with  the  known  established  rules  of  de- 
cision, to  ascertain  the  truth  of  facts.  The  im- 
)ressinff  officer  seizes  any  seaman  who  speaks  the 
Snglish  language,  and  of  himself,  merely  upon 
hat  ground,  determines  that  he  is  a  British  sub- 
ject. If  he  could  acquire  a  right  to  make  the 
impressment  iii  any  case,  he  should  produce  proof 
3f  the  fact.    The  circomstaoce  of  the  seaman 


being  found  on  board  an  American  vessel,  is  jm- 
ma  Jucie  evidence  that  he  is  an  American  citi- 
zen. The  facility  afforded,  by  similarity  of  lan- 
guage and  manners,  to  the  British  sailor  of  enter- 
ing on  board  American  vessels,  and  the  difficulty 
of  producing  on  the  spot  evidence  of  his  subjec- 
tion to  Great  Britain,  cannot  be  rightfully  pleaded 
in  justification  of  the  violence.  These  are  cir- 
cumstances existing  independently  of  the  control 
of  either  of  the  nations;  and  if  some  British  sea- 
men do  avail  themselves  of  them,  the  inconveni- 
ence to  that  nation,  whatever  it  may  be,  relults 
from  those  circumstances.  To  remove  that  in- 
convenience, there  cannot  exist  anv  rightful  au- 
thority to  trample  on  the  rights  of  American  cit- 
izens, by  a  wanton,  indiscnminate  impressment 
of  every  seaman  speaking  the  £lnglish  language, 
whom  the  impressing  officer  shall  choose  to  seize. 
Even  on  their  own  principle  of  non-expatriation, 
without  positive  and  unquestionable  proof  that  the 
seaman  imp{jessed  is  a  British  subject,  there  can 
be  no  shadow  of  just  pretext  for  the  violence, 
even  if  committed  within  their  own  jurisdiction- 
al limits,  but  when  committed  on  the  high  seas 
the  outrage  is  aggravated  by  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  flag,  an  invasion  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  T.  Newton,  ir.— It  is  seldom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House.  I  am 
content,  in  most  instances,  in  giving  that  vote, 
which  appears  to  my  understanding  to  be  right 
and  proper.  Residii^r  in  a  part  of  the  United 
States  which  is  rapidly  progressing  to  the  first 
commercial  station,  and  representing,  as  I  have 
the  honor  to  do,  citizens,  respectable  in  their  dif- 
ferent vocations  of  farmers,  merchants,  and  me- 
chanics, I  consider  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
accompany  my  vote  with  the  reasons  for  it.  It 
becomes  my  duty,  peculiarly,  so  to  act,  as  I  have 
heard  opinions,  to  which  I  cannot  render  my  as- 
sent, and  which  have  touched  my  sensibility. 
On  a  great  and  interesting  crisis  in  our  national 
afiairs,  it  becomes  the  representative  of  a  free 
people  to  speak  what  he  thinks ;  firmness  and  in- 
dependence should  characterize  i|ll  his  actions. 
The  magnitude,  sir,  of  the  subgect  demands  a 
dispassionate  consideration.  I  will  endeavor  to 
^ve  it  a  deliberate  attention.  I  differ  on  this  sub- 
ject from  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  ag:ree  on  most  political  points  and  with 
whom  I  am  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  triendship. 
This  honest  diversitv  of  opinion  shall  never  les- 
sen my  respect  for  their  virtues.  It  is  my  desire 
to  discharge  with  fidelity  my  duty  to  my  country, 
and  with  approbation  to  my  conscience.  I  shall 
never  pause,  or  remain  inactive,  when  her  pros- 
perity IS  to  be  promoted,  or  aggressions  on  har 
rights  are  to  be  r-epelled. 

I  will  now.  sir,  offer  my  reasons  for  beinff  in 
favor  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  I  confess  it  does 
not  altogether  come  up  to  my  wishes.  But  as 
unanimity  is  more  likely  to  be  the  result  of  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  than  any  other  at  thb 
time,  I  am  willing  to  pare  away  something  from 
my  opinion  to  obtain  it  I  look  forward  to  strong- 
er toned  measures,  should  the  preteat  prove  incT- 
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ficient.  What  concurreDce  of  circamstances  and 
cFents  have  constraioed  us  to  take  this  measure? 
Let  facts  speak  our  justification.  Let  us  recur 
to  the  history  of  America,  and  inquire  whether 
we  have  received  from  Great  Britain  that  justice 
and  decorous  demeanor  to  which  as  an  independ- 
ent nation  we  are  entitled.  I  will  omit  insisting 
on  the  refusal  to  deliver  to  us  the  Western  posts, 
in  conformity  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
1783.  The  expensive  Indian  wars  which  grew 
out  of  that  act  of  violated  faith  I  will  likewise 
onoAt,  insisting  on  her  repeated  refusals  to  enter 
into  commercial  arrangements  with  us.  I  will 
also  pass  over  the  Treaty  of  17d4 — that  hydra  of 
all  our  calamities — without  a  comment.  It  is  to 
the  events,  since  the  year  1793.  at  which  time 
hostilities  commenced  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  that  I  shall  direct  my  attention.  I  ask 
gentlemen  to  recollect  the  orders  issued  at  differ* 
f^nt  periods  of  time  from  her  cabinet,  and  the 
clanaestine  manner  of  their  execution.  While 
the  ships  of  our  citizens  were  navigating  the 
ocean,  pursuing  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  neutral  flag,  a  just  and  rightful 
commerce,  they  were  captured  and  condemned. 
The  first  notice  our  merchants  and  navigators 
had  of  the  existence  of  such  orders,  were  from 
the  cruisers  that  captured  their  vessels.  Have 
not  our  citizens  been  subjected  to  the  most  degra- 
ding and  humiliating  insults  and  iniuries?  Have 
not  our  coasts  been  constantly  lined  with  cruisers 
of  every  description  ?  Have  we  not  had  spies 
in  our  seaports  to  give  information  of  the  desti- 
nation of  vessels,  and  the  value  of  their  cargoes  7 
Has  not  our  jurisdiction  been  invaded,  and  acts 
therein  performed,  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  nation  ?  I  refer  to  the  case  of  seamen  im- 
pressed in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  the  in- 
sult not  long  since  offered  to  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  by  the  commander  of  a  ship  of  war. 
Have  not  the  laws  of  national  intercourse  been 
wantonly,  and  without  provocation,  trampled 
under  foot,  and  unrestrained  plunder  made  the 
order  of  the  day?  Has  not  our  flag,  which 
gives  to  tts  jurisdiction  over  whatever  portion 
of  the  ocean  i4  covers,  and  ought  likewise  to 
give  security  to  our  citizens  and  their  property, 
received  every  indignity  and  outrage!  Has  not 
the  riffhtof  search  and  examination  in  the  most 
shameless  manner  been  abused,  and  our  mer- 
chants subjected  to  immense  losses,  and  their 
Tessels  to  vexatious  detentions'?  Are  not  our 
brave  and  generous  seamen  impressed  and  forced 
into  her  service  ?  And  have  not  the  late  decisions 
of  the  Admiralty  Courts  narrowed  and  pared 
away  our  commerce  to  a  skeleton  ?  Such,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  the  treatment  we  have  received,  and 
are  daily  receiving,  from  Great  Britain ;  we  have 
borne  such  for  years.  Under  these  oppressions, 
nrhat  has  been  the  conduct  of  America  ?  a  con- 
duct of  the  most  pacific  composition.  We  have 
permitted  her  vessels  to  enter  our  ports  on  the 
same  footing  with  those  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions— nations  that  had  entered  into  commercial 
stioulations  with  us  on  a  liberal  scale. 
We  have  preserved  good  faith  in  ail  our  trans-  j 


actions.  Ample  justice  has  been  rendered.  Tke 
properly  of  her  subjects  has  been  under  the  safe- 
guard of  the  law,  and  restitution  has  been  made 
when  illegally  seized.  I  speak  of  veseU  aod 
their  cargoes,  which  were  made  prizes  wiibio  oar 
jurisdiction  by  the  French  cruisers,  aod  prizes  to 
such  as  had  been  equipped  in  our  pom.  Tlie 
contrast  is  striking;  the  problem  to  beulTedis 
this:  whether  we  are  to  submit  to  deprektuns, 
or  to  assert  our  rights.  The  time,  in  myop^aioa, 
has  arrived,  which  imperiously  demascbikit 
vindication.  The  nation  expects  it,  and  «esh«Q\d 
not  disappoint  the  patriotic  wish.  Let  os,  iben, 
resort,  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  to eoa- 
mercial  prohibitions,  and  let  us  persevere  io  the 
course  we  have  taken,  till  ample  satisfactioQ  is 
rendered  for  past  injuries. 

This  measure  is  said,  among  its  other  deformi- 
ties, to  have  a  squinting  towards  war.  1  cannot 
consider  it  as  having  that  tendency.  I  am  ivene 
to  war;  my  constituents  concur  in  opinion wii 
me,  that  no  greater  evil  can  befall  or  scourge  man- 
kind. It  is  the  prolific  parent  of  every  riee,of 
debts  and  taxes ;  it  poisons  in  the  germ  the  lir- 
tues  that  are  vitally  essential  to  the  sanity  of  the 
Republic.  Shall  the  assumption  of  a  warlike 
attitude  be  ascribed  to  us,  becausce  we  assert  ike 
rights  of  neutral  navigation,  and  adopt  a  meu- 
ure  calculated  to  sustain  them?  The  oceao isi 
common  highway  to  all  nations;  our  citizensa/e 
entitled  to  use  it  as  such,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  use  the  common  highways  or  roads  throosh 
our  country.  Robbery  and  piracy  are  eqaauy 
base  and  criminal.  The  ocean  is  propertf  ia 
community ;  the  liberum  mare  has  been  ackoovi- 
edged  and  advocated  by  the  best  informed  civil* 
ians,  and  all  the  writers  on  the  law  of  naiiouL 
Every  efibrt  that  shall  be  made  or  exerted  to 
abridge  our  rights  should  be  repelled. 

It  is  immaterial  to  me  who  is  the  aggressor; 
whether  Britain  or  France,  Spain  or  Algiers. 
Pusillanimity  invites  aggression.    A  nation  tliat 
is  prepared  tor  defence  or  offence  is  seldom  oo- 
lested.    Let  the  secret  proceedings  of  Cooaros 
be  published,  whenever  the  wisdom  of  this  Hoose 
shall  deem  the  act  prudent ;  I  for  one  shall  never 
blush  at  the  votes  I  then  gave.    Were  I  permitted 
to  retrace  my  steps,  I  should  not  change  tbecooise 
I  then  took.    The  peace,  prosperity,  and  secoritf 
of  the  country,  are  objects  of  primary  importance, 
superior  with  me  to  every  other  consideraiiiMi. 
From  the  course  which  the  debate  has  taken, and 
from  opinions  advanced,  it  appears  that  coo- 
merce  is  not  deserving  of  holding  a  high  rank  ia 
the  public  estimation.  The  merchant — theAlne^ 
ican  merchant — is  a  citizen,  and  allegiance  and 
protection  are  reciprocaL    Let  us  recur  to  the 
history  of  America  for  a  solution  of  the  qoestiao. 
Whether  public  attention  has  ever  been  directed 
to  the  security  and  prosperity  of  com  merce?  Re- 
strictions and  prohibitions  on  trade  weregrieT- 
ances  loudly  declaimed  against,  anterior  U)  the 
American  war.    They  were  classed  among  the 

Erincipal  causes  that  led  to  it.    If  we  turn  to  the 
declaration  of  Independence,  we'shall  find  ^^' 
merated  among   the  misdeeds  of  that  oatioa: 
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^  The  cutting  off  cMir  inide  witb  tX\  parts  of  the 
world. '^  **  For  plundering  oar  seas  and  ravaging 
our  coasts.'*  Chir  freedom  to  trade  wherever  we 
please  is  asserted  in  that  instrument,  which  an- 
nouDced  to  the  world  our  independenee.  Since 
that  ever  memorable  and  {glorious  achievement, 
our  public  acts  and  institutions  have  been  framed 
with  a  view  to  the  extension  and  protection  of 
commerce.  If  we  turn  to  our  Constitution  we 
shall  find  powers  given  to  the  National  Govern^ 
ment  for  these  purposes.  If  we  will  carry  our 
minds  back  to  the  period  preceding  the  formation 
3f  that  CoostituUoD,  and  its  ratification  by  the 
States,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  the  languid 
ind  deranged  state  of  our  commerce  wats  not  the 
icast  powerful  of  those  reasons  and  iiiducem«nca 
evhifth  produced  a  revolution  in  our  Natiooal 
Qovernment.  If  we  hav<e  a  nHference  to  our 
sode  of  laws,  the  attention  and  solicitude  of  Con- 
gress are  manifest  liberally  and  beneficially  to 
;arry  into  efiect  the  powers  that  have  auy  rela- 
ion  to  this  subject.  The  protection  given  to  it 
n  the  Mediterranean  sea  is  another  evidence  of 
he  sentiment  of  the  nation.  These  facts  speak 
I  language  of  easy  comprehension.  It  is  free 
rom  ambiguity. 

Again,  sir :  If  we  cast  our  eyes  over  this  in- 
eresiin^  portion  of  the  globe,  and  survev  its  hap- 
>Y  position  and  natural  advantages;  if  we  coo- 
em  plate  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  diversity  of 
iimates,  aud  the  infinite  variety  of  productions; 
f  we  take  into  view  the  large  bays^  which  abound 
everywhere,  and  the  navigable  rivers  that  pene* 
rate  thousands  of  miles  into  the  interior,  we  shall 
ntuitively  feel  and  confess  the  powerful  excite- 
ments and  instigations  to  commerce.  The  benefi- 
ence  of  nature  is  wonderfully  displayed,  in  ren- 
leriog  the  onion  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
ndissoluble.  It  is  time,  sir,  I  must  repeat  it,  to 
irotect  our  commerce.  1  trust  we  shall  manfully 
rrest  the  hand  of  violence.  In  1776,  the  Amer- 
an  spirit  sustained  and  defended  our  rights  and 
iberties.  Shall  we  in  1806,  in  the  bloom  of  man- 
ood,  surrender  our  commerce  without  an  eflTort 
!>  protect  it?  I  trust  we  shall  not.  I  also  trust 
iAt  we  shall  tell  Great  Britain  in  plain  hinffuage, 
tiat  we  will  not  purchase  certain  fabrics  of  her ; 
bat  we  will  not  be  clad  in  her  broadcloths,  nor 
rear  her  hats.  We  demand  of  her  fair  pla^; 
lain  honesty ;  and  that  nothing  short  of  it  will 
itisfy  us. 

Let  it  not  be  understood,  Mr.  Speaker^  that  I 
m  the.  advocate  of  commerce  to  the  injury  of 
griculture.  I  profess  myself  to  be  the  warm  and 
iacere  friend  of  the  farmer.  Agriculture  never 
ad,  and  never  will  have  on  this  floor,  a  more  ar- 
ent  and  decided  advocate.  Thefarmer's  life  has 
Iwsiys  been  a  theme  of  admiration  with  me. 
?here  is  an  inexpressible  something  in  it  that 
sizes  upon  and  ravishes  my  affections.  In  sup- 
orting  the  freedom  and  protection  of  commerce, 
manifest  my  zeal  for  the  encouragement  of  ag- 
iculture;  representing  citizens  of  different  voca- 
ioQs,  it  is  my  duty,  and  1  will  add  my  determi- 
ation,  to  sustain  tneir  rights  and  interest  free 
rom  the  imputation  of  faroritism.    My  princi- 

9th  COK.— ;e8 


plea  forbid  me  to  sacrifice  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity to  the  other.    In  the  contemplation  of 
common  sense  and  common  justice,  in  the  Ian* 
guage  and  spirit  of  o«rr  State  and  National  Con- 
stitutions, equal  rights  and  privileges  appertain 
to  every  citizen.    The  point  must  oe  conceded. 
The  alliaace  between  agriculture  and  commerce 
is  too  intimate  and  close  to  be  denied — the  mo^ 
tuai  dependence  too  visible  to  escape  notice.    If 
thev  ahoold  ever  be  torn  a« under,  the  avulsion 
will  produce  a  fatal  lethargy.    What  eneouragpe- 
ment  would  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  have'  to 
produce  more  from  his  fiirm  than  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  suhsistence  of  his  family,  were  it 
not  for  the  certainty  that  the  surplus  products 
could  be  disposed  of  to  advantage?    I>oes  not 
commerce  stimulate  industry  ?    Has  it  not  car* 
ried  through  our  country  a  spirit  of  emulation 
never  before  felt?    Are  not  our  farms  in  higher 
cultivation^  and  our  farmers  richer  than  at  any 
fbrmer  period  ?    All  these  felicitous  effects  are 
derived  from  commerce,  subject  as  it  has  been  to 
plunder  and  piracy.    Were  it  protected,  its  ad* 
vantages  would  be  more  diffusive.  That  moment 
we  put  commerce  without  the  pale  of  our  pro- 
tection, that  moment,  I  repeat  it,  a  fatal  lethargy 
is  produced ;  that  moment  the  hand  falls  para- 
lyzed from  the  plough.    GHve  it  a  liberal  expan- 
sion, and  the  earth  teems  with  luxuriant  harvests. 
Great' objections,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  raised 
agaiast  the  carrying  traue.    I  do  not  entertain 
the  same  opinion  with  other  gentlemen  on  this 
point.    From  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  trade, 
my  mind  discriminat'ea  it  from  that  of  Venice, 
Genoa,  and  Holland.    Th^se  were  small  places, 
diminutive  when  compared  With  America.  They 
bad  little  ground  to  cultivate ;  their  supplies  were 
drawn  from  other  countries.    They  flourished  in 
commerce,  because  their  Governments  werfe  some 
shiades  more  free  than  those  of  surrounding  m^ 
tions ;  property  was  protected  by  the  laws.  Hence, 
moneyed  men  of  countries  where  commerce  was 
in  disrepute,  resorted  to  employ  their  capital. 
The  merchants  of  those  places  became  the  carri- 
ers of  other  nations,  and  enjoying  what  may  be 
aptly  denominated  the  freight  trade,  and  other 
advantages  from  their  capital,  became  celebrated 
for  their  wealth  and  power. 

There  is  no  similitude  in  onr  situations.  The 
basis  of  our  carrying  trade  is  agriculture^— the 
productions  of  the  soil.  In  the  same  proportion 
that  our  trade  is  extended,  and  new  markets  dis* 
covered  for  our  produce,  will  the  farmer  be  en- 
couraged and  rewardied  ?  Our  products  are  car- 
ried everywhere,  and  are  in  demand.  The  artt* 
cles  are  bulky,  and  require  for  their  transportation 
much  shipping.  Our  trade  to  the  West  Indies  is 
considerable.  Their  dependence  for  subsistence 
and  supplies  of  every  description  is  on  us. 

We  do  not  get  money  in  those  markets  for  our 
produce,  as  a  memorial  from  Connecticut  some . 
time  ago,  soliciting  the  time  for  paying  duties  on. 
spirit,  dtc,  dec.,  to  be  enlarged,  iustly  and  cor- 
rectly states ;  hut  the  produce  of  the  inlands  in  ex* 
change.  The  colonial  productions  thus  acquised, 
are  beyond  the  suj^ly  of  onr  wants )  our  GoYom- 
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meat  aware  of  this  fact,  long  prior  to  the  existing 
order  of  things,  from  the  naiare  of  our  com- 
merce, enacted  laws,  aotborizing  the  re-exporta- 
tion of  the  surplus  coloaial  products.    Did  not  the 
merchants  enjoy  this  privilege,  a  limitation  in 
the  exports  ot  our  produce  would  inevitably  en- 
sue.   The  farmer  would  of  course  be  limited  in 
his  sales  as  to  quantity,  and  sensibly  experience 
a  diminution  in  the  price  of  bis  floor,  and  of  other 
articles  the  produce  of  his  farm.    The  merchant 
must  have  a  profit  to  support  his  trade  and  credit. 
The  laws  of  our  Gkivernment  on  the  allowance  of 
drawbacks,  were,  as  they  appear  to  me,  evidently 
framed  more  with  a  view  to  encourage  agriculture 
than  to  accommodate  the  merchant.    The  same 
reasoning  applies  with  equal  propriety  and  force  to 
the  commercial  relations  we  have  with  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.   As  the  re-exportation  of  colonial 
produce  and  European  fabrics,  has,  and  still  pro- 
duces on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  embarrass- 
ments to  our  commerce ;  it  becomes  mv  dutv  to 
inspect  her  pretensions  on  this  head,  witn  deliber- 
ation and  dispassionate  research.    I  rejoice  that  I 
am  enabled  to  take  high  ground.    I  assert  it  then 
as  a  doctrine  that  has  been  established  and  pub- 
lished to  the  world  by  Great  Britain  herself,  that 
the  European  manufactures  and  colonial  produc- 
tions of  belligerent  nations,  when  brought  into  a 
neutral  country,  become  neutralized,  and  form  a 
part  of  the  stock  and  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, and  that  a  neutral  nation  thus  posssessed  of 
such  property,  has  an  undeniable  and  legal  right 
to  export  it  to  any  other  nation,  belligerent  or 
neutral,  free  from  the  clogs  of  any  limitation  or 
condition.    In  the  examination  of  this  subject.  I 
shall  refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  tribunals  ofGreat 
Britain.    I  will  not  tire  the  patience  of  the  House 
in  quotations  from  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
Great  Britain  concedes  every  point  necessary  to 
sustain  my  position.    The  Admiraltv  Courts  have 
decided,  that  merchandise  importea  in  our  ves- 
sels, and  which  has  been  landed,  and  the  duties 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid,  is  to  be  taken  as  so 
much  of  the  floating  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
tion.   If  gentlemen  have  the  curiosity  to  turn  to 
books  for  information,  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer 
them  to  the  case  of  the  Polly,  Laskey.  master.  2  vol. 
Robinson's  Reports,  page  268.    A  bonajide  im- 
portation is  held  by  the  judge  to  be  satisfied,  by 
the  landing^  the  goods  and  paying  the  duties. 
This  is  the  import  of  that  decision.  The  doctrine 
is  again  laid  down  in  still  more  explicit  terms 
by  the  British  Government  itself,  in  a  corres- 
^ndence  between  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  Mr. 
Kinj^,  stated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
British  Government,  September  23, 1805.    The 
part  of  that  letter  to  which  I  refer,  is  as  follows: 

<<The  case  was  precisely  similar  to  those  which 
have  been  lately  before  the  court.  Mr.  King  com- 
plained in  a  letter  of  March  18,  1801,  that  the  cargo  of 
an  American  vessel,  going  from  the  United  States  to  a 
Spanish  colony,  had  been  condemned  by  the  Vice  Ad- 
miralty Court  of  Nassau,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  of 
the  growth  of  Spain,  which  decision,  he  contended,  was 
eontnury  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  requesting  suitable 
kiatnietions  might  be  despatched  to  the  proper  officers 


in  the  West  Indies,  to  prevent  like  abiuea  in  futBreL 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  in  reply,  of  April  1 1,  commnmcaled 
the  report  of  the  King's  Advocate  General,  in  whkk 
it  is  expressly  stated,  that  the  prodooe  of  an  enemj 
may  be  imported  by  a  neutral,  into  faia  own  wmtij, 
and  re-exported  thence  to  the  mother  coiintfy ;  aod  in 
like  manner,  in  that  circuitous  mode,  that  the  prodace 
and  manufactures  of  the  mother  country  nngbt  find 
their  way  to  its  colonies ;  that  the  landing  of  the  ptodi^ 
and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neatral  oonntzj,Vnke 
the  continuity  of  the  voyage,  and  legalized  the  tnde, 
although  the  goods  were  re-shipped  in  the  aaaie  vc». 
eel,  on  account  of  the  same  neutral   proprieton,  sad 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  country  of  the  ooIobj. 
It  merits  attention  in  this  report,  (so  clearly  and  pot- 
itively  is  the  doctrine  laid  down,  that  the  landing  tke 
goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neatral  ooaatiy, 
broke  the  continuity  of  the  voyage)  that  it  is  fuced 
as  a  doubtful  point,  whether  the  mere  touching  ia  the 
neutral  country  to  obtain  finesh  dearancee  will  be  eoa- 
sidered  in  the  Ught  of  a  direct  trade,  that  no  poative 
inhibition  is  insisted  on  any  but  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  colonies.     This  doctnoe^ 
in  the  light  therein  stated,  is  also  to  be  found  is  die 
Treaty  of  the  17th  of  June,  1801,  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Russia." 

I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hare  succeeded  in  prov- 
in|[  the  legality  of  the  trade  contended  for.  Great 
Britain  has  unequivocally  pronouoced  oor  right 
to  enjoy  it.  To  surrender  it  is  forbidden  by  tke 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  carrying  uade 
is  a  fungus  of  war — that  it  is  not  worth  contending 
for — that- it  consists  in  tbe  carriage  of  enemies* 
property.  In  taking  a  further  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, it  becomes  necessary  and  importaut  to  ascer- 
tain a  previous  question;  whether  our  capital, 
composed  of  tbe  productions^ of  agriculture  and 
specie,  is  sufficient  to  neutralize  this  trade.  Of 
tne  exchange  of  our  productions  for  those  of  the 
colonies  and  of  the  carrying  trade,  in  its  trae  sense, 
I  have  spoken.  If  I  can  now  show  that  ihe  cur- 
rent floating  wealth  of  the  nation,  coDststiflg  of 
specie  and  mink  paper,  is  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  is  equal  to  the  support  of  oor  trade,  satisfac- 
tory evidence  will  be  obtained  that  our  flag  does 
not,  to  the  extent  spoken  of,  cover  enemies^  pro- 
perty. That  our  flag  is  dishonored  id  some  in- 
stances, is  true.  It  is  the  fate  of  all  countries  to 
experience  deviations  of  this  kind,  and  none  more 
so  than  Great  Britain.  But  that  all  our  merchant 
are  employed  in  this  covering  trade — its  proper 
name — is  without  proof.  I  trust  that  there  are 
few  indeed,  who  can  be  found  capable  of  passing 
through  all  tbe  preparatory  steps  that  would  qual- 
ify them  for  it.  The  more  I  reflect  oq  this  sub- 
ject, the  more  I  am  persuaded,  that  our  commerce 
rests  on  the  basis  of  American  capital.  The  cap- 
ital of  our  merchants  has  been  accumulating  sioce 
the  peace  of  1783.  The  times  have  been  pro- 
pitious. Subject  as  our  trade  has  been  to  inlerrop- 
tion  and  piracy,  our  merchants  have  increased 
their  capitals.  Ever  since  the  year  1789«  our  agri- 
cultural productions  and  other  articles  of  exporta- 
tion have  commanded  higher  prices  than  at  any 
precedioff  period.  Tbe  emigration  of  men  of 
wealth  from  Europe  and  elsewherei  who  have 
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fled  from  the  horrors  of  war  to  this  peaceful  asy- 
lum, has  added  to  it.  The  capital  of  our  banks, 
amouDting  to  more  than  forty  miliioos  of  dollars; 
the  annual  income  arising  trom  freights,  which 
a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J.  Clat.) 
pro?ed  to  be  eight  millions  of  dollars:  .if  we 
idd  the. value  of  near  seven  hundred  thousand 
tons  of  shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  esti- 
mating each  ton  at  thirty  dollars — and  also  the 
rapital  necessary  to  keep  this  quantum  of  tonnage 
employed,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  our  cap- 
ital is  sufficient  to  support  our  commerce,  with- 
3ut  foreign  aid ;  that  our  merchants  are  not  the 
Here  go-betweens  of  the  belligerent  nations — the 
puppetsput  into  motion  by  the  joggling  capital- 
ists of  Efurope.  It  would  puzzle  any  man  to  say 
Rrbat  is  the  commercial  capital  of  either  Hollaoa 
>r  France,  or  Spain ;  the  two  former  have  in  their 
sommerce  suffered  immensely  by  wars,  but  more 
from  the  shocks  of  frequent  revolutions.  France 
ind  Holland  have  long  ago  been  announced  to 


the  world  by  Great  Britain,  as  bankrupts  in  com- 
nerce.  Spain,  it  is  known,  never  ranked  high  as 
I  commercial  nation.  It  therefore  cannot  be  tairly 
mid  that  we  are  trading  on  their  capitals. 

Gentlemen  have  siided  into  another  mistake,  by 
iaiitiug  their  ?iews  of  this  subject.  They  state, 
hat  what  they  call  the  carrying  trade  yields  to  the 
jlovernment,  in  duties,  but  eight  hundred  thou- 
and  dollars.  This  is  true.  This  is  the  amount 
)f  duties  not  paid  by  consumers,  and  arises  from 
he  three  and  a  half  per  centum  paid  on  goods  re- 
exported— but  gentlemen  do  not  take  into  their  cal- 
culations the  immense  value  of  the  merchandise 
-e-ejtported.  amounting  for  the  last  year,  ending 
m  the  30th  of  September,  1805,  to  fifty-three 
niliions  of  dollar;^— and  the  profits  accruing  to 
be  merchants  on  the  same  in  foreign  markets. 
Chi 8  part  of  the  subject  has  not  received  that  at- 
ention  and  fair  discussion  it  merits.  Facts  are 
K>w^erful,  and,  when  calmly  and  dispassionatelj 
weighed,  will  establish  the  importance  of  this 
fade.  To  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  ability,  to  a 
rreat  degree,  of  paying  to  Great  Britain  more 
haD  eleven  millions  of  dollars — being  the  amount 
»f  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor,  against  the 
Jnited  Sutes. 

Circum.stances  and  events,  Mr.  Speaker,  not 
Qoral  principles,  influence  the  policy  and  dictate 
he  measures  of  the  Court  of  London.  In  1793, 
vhen  the  mo^t  powerful  nations  of  Europe  were 
;oofederated  against  France,  when  victory  and 
looquest  were  deemed  certain,  and  France  was  to 
»e  cut  up  and  partitioned,  according  to  a  secret  un- 
lerstanding,  adjusted  in  the  treaties  of  Pavia  and 
i'ilaitz — Great  Britain  issued  her  orders  for  the 
lestruction  of  our  trade.  The  effects  are  known 
lod  felt.  But  no  sooner  did  the  coalition  dissolve 
iway  before  a  brilliant  succession  of  victories, 
ban  a  relaxation  in  her  orders  and  practice  took 
>tace — a  relaxation  produced,  not  from  qualms  of 
conscience;  not  from  a  reviving  sense  of  justice, 
>ut  by  her  impotency;  by  her  want  of  power  to 
nflict  the  injuries  meditated.  A  new  coalition 
io4  naval  victories  have  again  brought  our  trade 
x>  the  brink  of  destruction.    The  oscillations  of 


the  Cabinet  have  been  communicated  to  the  judi^e 
of  the  admiralty.    On  cases  similar  in  all  their 
circumstances,  he  has  bad  the  hardihood  to  pro- 
nounce   dissimilar   and    conflicting   judgments. 
In  the  West  Indies,  some  of  her  judges  have 
stained  and  polluted  the  ermine  of  iustice  by  open 
and  unblushing  bribery.     The    late   disastrous 
events  on  the  continent  will  again  infuse  into  her 
councils  an  artificial  displav  of  prudence  and 
moderation.    The  Punic  taitn  of  the  Cabinet — ^I 
speak  not  of  the  people — is  without  a  parallel ; 
nothing  short  of  resistance,  proportioned  to  the 
violence  exercised,  can  confine  the  Cabinet  to 
proper  limits.    To  preserve  our  rights  and  to  pro* 
tect  our  citizens  are  duties  we  have  pledged  our- 
selves fo  perform.    It  has  become  important  to 
the  nation  to  know  what  security  in  ruture  it  is 
to  look  for,  in  its  intercourse  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations.    Our  patience  is  exhausted.    We 
cannot  anv  longer  suomit  to  the  capricious  whiou 
of  any  belligerent  Power. 

The  principles  of  justice  are  immutable — they 
are  the  same  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places — they 
are  not  liable  to  be  modified  by  the  fluctuation  of 
events.    The  law  of  nations  has  accurately  ascer- 
tained the  rights  which  respectively  appertain  to 
neutral  and  belligerent  nations — to  the  control 
of  that  law  we  are  willing  to  submit,  and  to  no 
other.    The  knowledge  I  have  gleaned  from  au- 
thors^ on  the  subjects  of  war  and  peace,  clearly 
convinces  me,  that  a  declaration  of  war  between 
two  nations  cannot  deprive  a  third  and  pacific 
nation  of  the  advantages  of  an  honest  neutrality. 
The  prohibition  to  carry  implements  of  war, 
dbc.,  dbc.,  commonly  called  contraband  articles 
or  goods — to  cover  enemies'  property — and  the  ex- 
clusion from  ports  actually,  not  constructively 
blockaded,  are  the  restrictions  on  neutral  com- 
merce.   The  British  Government  is  not  disposed 
to  stop  at  the  barrier  assigned  and  marked  out  by 
this  law.  But  non-resistance  to  insults,  aggravated 
by  wanton  insolence,  impresses  that  Government 
with  a  belief,  that  it  possesses  a  prescriptive  right 
to  oppress  us  ad  libitum — ^at  will.    The  old  colo- 
nial system  is  reviving  fast.    Great  Britain,  sir,  is 
contending  for  the  sole  right  of  altering  and  ab- 
rogating, adding  to,  and  modifying,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  her  monopolizing  views,  the  law 
of  nations.    All  trade  with  her  enemies  is  now 
prohibited,  unless  it  was  allowed  by  thtm  during 
peace.    Accede  to  this  doctrine,  and  we  shall 
next  be  inhibited  to  trade  with  any  nation  but 
herself.    It  is  impossible  to  avoid  expressions  of 
execration  at  her  shameless  abandonment  of  prin- 
ciple.   She  interdicts  trade  with  her  enemies,  on 
the  ground  that  it  furnishes  them  with  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war;  the  purchase  of  luxuries 
from  us  is  considered  as  enriching  her  enemies. 
She  lays  down  a  rule  to  regulate  our  conduct,  and 
absolves  herself  from  the  observance  of  it ;  she  de- 
nies to  us  the  right  of  trading  with  her  enemies, 
and  yet  it  is  notorious  that  she  trades  with  them 
herself.  The  British  merchants  have  never  ceased, 
notwithstanding  the  war  with  France  and  Spain, 
to  trade  with  their  colonies.    This  is  a  fact.    I 
appeal  to  the  documents  on  the  table  to  prove  it. 
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Great  Britain  likewise  conteDdff,  that  neutral 
nations^  subject  as  they  are  to  a  multitude  of  ia- 
coDveQiences  aod  privations,  from  the  conflicts 
of  belligerent  Powers,  are  not  to  be  compensated 
with  advantages  which  chance,  the  mutations  of 
trade,  or  the  state  of  hostilities  may  throw  into 
their  possession.  In  other  words — that  war  de- 
prives neutral  nations  of  many  benefits,  but  cannot 
confer  them.  Again,  sir — she  denies  that  any  ad- 
vantage or  accommodation  can  flow  to  neutrals 
from  the  relaxation  of  the  navigation  acts  of  a  bel- 
ligerent— and  yet  she  has  the  effrontery  and  bold- 
9ess,  in  the  teeth  of  such  a  declaration,  to  relax 
her  navigation  laws — deriving  from  such  a  meas- 
ure incalculable  advantages.  Her  manufactories 
are  supplied  with  raw  materials,  particularly  from 
her  enemies,  by  the  intervention  of  neutral  bot- 
toms; a  practice  in  direct  opposition  to  her  navi- 
gation acts  during  peace — by  it  the  navy  is  man- 
ned, and  trade  supported.  I  will  not  proceed 
furtner  on  this  head  to  tire  the  patience  of  the 
House.  The  letter  of  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr. 
King  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  new  doctrines. 
Commerce,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  ex^ierienced  many 
revolutions;  peace  and  war  alike  produce  them. 
Governments,  laws,  manners,  and  customs,  have 
a  tendency  to  control  its  operations.  It  would 
be  a  task  of  infinite  difficulty  to  enumerate  all  the 
causes,  which  elevate  and  depress  it.  Tempora 
mutanturf  et  nos  mtUamur  in  iUtM^  is  as  applicable 
to  commerce  as  it  is  to  man.  Nations,  once  re- 
nowned for  wealth  and  commerc*>,  are  now  poor 
and  without  commerce.  Tyre,  once  celebrated 
for  her  commerce,  opulence,  and  power,  is  now 
nothiog  but  a  heap  of  venerable  ruins.  Of  ancient 
Carthage,  the  rival  of  Rome,  scarcely  a  vestige 
remains.  Alexandria  has  seen  all  her  proud  ex- 
pectations transferred  to  happier  regions,*  and  Ve- 
nice, Genoa,  and  Holland,  retain  but  the  remem- 
brance of  their  pristine  splendor  and  glory.  Com- 
merce must  be  free ;  it  disdains  control.  Like  the 
sensitive  plan^t^  it  shrinks  from  the  touch. 

This  discussion,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  filled  me  with 
astonishment.  The  titnes  f^r^  changed ;  we  hear  no 
more  strictures  on  the  importance  Qind  advantages 
resulting  from  commerce,  and  the  nec^^.^itY  of  af- 
fording It  protection,  from  its  old  friends— a  dei^tb- 
like  si&nce  has  sealed  their  lips — the  articulation 
of  monosvllables  is  the  utmost  extent  of  their 
power.    "C^uantum  mutatusab  illo  Hectore!" 

From  the  year  1795  to  the  4ih  of  March  1801, 
the  inevitable  prostration  of  commerce  was  rung 
throughout  America  in  all  the  chimesand  changes 
of  eloquence — the  people  were  forewarned  in  sol- 
emn admonitions  of  it,  if  the  direction  of  our  af- 
fairs were  entrusted  to  the  Republicans. 

Behold,  in  1806,  a  silent  but  steady  opposition  to 
every  measure  calculated  to  violate  our  commer- 
cial rights!  Yes.  sir,  the  former  champions  of 
commerce  have  hung  up  their  coats  of  mail — the 
helmet  and  the  buckler,  the  sword  and  scabbard,are 
thrown  aside — the  prophetical  finger  no  longer 
points  to  war.  The  energy  of  1795  and  1800  is 
extinct— it  has  fled  <*  to  the  family  vault  of  the 
Capulets'' — from  my  heart  I  wish  it  an  uninter- 
rupted repose. 


This  bill  is  considered  by  some  geBtiemeB  as  i 
mere  milk-and-water  composition — ^aa  a  leniuvc 
too  mild  for  the  prognostics  of  the  case.    I  aa 
willing  to  try  its  efficacy — simple  prescripiioBs  aie 
generally  the  best  restoratives  to  health.    Weare 
told,  sir,  that  France  is  dominant,  aod  that  Great 
Britain  is  fighting  pro  arit  etfocis — for  hcralurs 
and  her  freehold  ;  but  this  is  no  reason  wk?  w« 
should  permit  Great  Britain  to  rob  and  pliodcf 
us  at  will.    France  is  indebted  for  her  povet  to 
the  folly  and  short-sighted  policy  of  GrreaiBhuia. 
It  is  not  my  wish  that  Britain  should  becone  a 
province  to  France,  or  that  France,  vrere  the  ihiig 
possible,  should  be  dependent  on  Britain. 

My  fervent  wish,  2)olitically  apemking,  it,  tkst 
they  should  remain  indepeaoent  of  each  other; 
and  that  they  should,  in  estimatiD|^  the  real  un- 
portance  of  things,  and  the  uncertainty  of  er«ot^ 
discern  that  there  is  more  real  good  and  tnieglanr 
in  the  practical  display  of  moral  virtues  than  au 
the  victories  that  can  oe  achieved  by  art  and  phy- 
sical power. 

I  am  favorable  to  the  bill  now  on  its  passag?,foi 
other  reasons,  which  have  great  weight  with  me. 
It  will,  if  carried  into  operation,  alienate  oar  at- 
tachments from  British  fabrics.  We  shall  acquire 
a  taste  for  those  of  other  countries — ^in  which  ve 
can  be  supplied  with  articles  necessary  for  ooi 
consumption,  equal  if  not  superior  in  quality  t« 
those  from  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  The 
insolence  of  Great  Britain  has  gathered  stresfik 
from  our  prejudices  in  favor  of  her  aianuikctQK& 
Show  her  that  it  is  our  determination  to  opea 
other  markets  for  supplies,  and  she  will  find  ii  ta 
her  profit  to  render  us  equivalent  advantages  for 
the  continuation  of  our  custom.  She  will  not  hai- 
ard  a  rupture  with  us  when  the  loss  to  her  is  cer- 
tain and  vital.  By  having,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  mul- 
titude of  markets  to  resort  to,  with  our  prodnctioGS) 
neither  revolutions  in  the  governmeiits  of  nations 
nor  thecapriciousness  of  events,  will  havetheppv- 
er  to  produce  commercial  derangements— and, 
what  is  a  consideration  of  the  first  magnitude,  our 
revenue,  derived  as  it  is  from  commerce,  wcmiU 
be  in  no  danger  of  such  a  diminution,  as  to  compd 
us  to  resort  to  direct  taxes — taxes  on  oar  laadi^ 
houses,  and  other  property,  for  the  support  of  the 
National  Gtovernmeat.  It  would  also  have  the 
tendency;,  at  all  times,  of  furnishing  markets  for 
our  produc^-T-thereby  keeping  its  price  np  ta  the 
maximum  poio^ — an  object  of  import^n^  to  the 
cultivator  oTthe  sf>iL 

The  ability  of  Grea/^  Britain  to  injure  o^  has 
been  insisted  on — bjut  the  power  of  America  to  in- 
flict a  deep  and  festering  wdi|iO,d  on  Brilauiy  has 
not  been  noticed.  No  country  aq  deoendeot  as 
Great  Britain  on  other  climes,  mora  uvored  by 
nature  for  raw  materials  essential  to  tlie  ^^ppart 
of  her  manufactures,  and  for  the  consumptiea  oS 
her  fabrics,  ought  to  assume  a  dictatorial  tone  to 
other  nations.  It  will  prove  fatal  to  her.  Triam- 
phant  as  her  fleets  have  been,  their  victories  can- 
not render  her  potent  enough  to  bind  in  chainsthe 
nations  of  the  earth.  Great  Britain,  in  the  intox- 
ication of  naval  triumphs,  should  not  forget,  that 
her  boasted  navy,  without  foreign  supplieS|  would 
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>e  bat  an  idsignificant  defence.  I  should  not  err, 
irere  I  to  sav,  that  it  woald  be  do  defence.  Its 
lependenee  is  likewise  on  commerce  for  support, 
rhich  cannot  be  carried  on  with  nations  without 
heir  assent.  Her  tyranny  and  depredations  on 
he  ocean  must  and  will  have  the  eonseqaence  of 
irecting  the  attention  of  nations  to  encourage  the 
lanufacture  of  their  raw  materials.  The  security 
nd  happiness  which  will  be  derived  to  them  from 
tie  adoption  of  such  a  plan,  will  stimulate  them 
I  persevere  in  it.  If  the  United  States  ehocild  be 
riven  to  a  noD^iniereoorse  with  Qreat  Britain, 
nd  her  impolitic  eondact  is  forcing  them  to  it 
he  will  be  probed  to  the  quick. 

As  her  manufacturers  cannot  be  supported  and 
absisted  without  foreign  trade,  they  Would  be 
lirown  as  pau{iers  on  the  community — without 
le  means  of  satisfying  the  common  and  necessary 
rants — desperation  would  produce  acts  of  vio* 
(Bce,  and  the  nation  tracing  abuses  to  their  cause, 
rouid,  by  the  force  of  revolution,  obtaiif  that  re- 
)rm,  which  it  has  so  long  sought  in  vain  from 
'arliament.  Far  otherwise  would  be  the  con- 
ition  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  They 
re  happy  under  governments  of  their  own 
boice — the  only  governments  in  the  world  whose 
irect  end  b  the  happiness  of  the  citizens.  They 
lay  be  forced  to  suflfer  privations,  but  they  can 
icounter  them  with  fortitude  and  eqoanimicy. 
'bev  may,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  deprived  of 
realtb  by  the  sale  of  their  productions — but  they 
!el  with  gratitude  the  benignity  of  Heaven,  in 
lakingthem  proprietors  of  a  country  that  abounds 
1  the  necessaries,  and,  I  might  add,  in  many  of 
le  luxuries  of  life. 

The  ReToiutionary  war  of  America  should 
ring  to  the  recollection  of  Gkeat  Britain  the  pow- 
r  and  resources  of  a  generous  and  a  brave  people, 
'he  gentleman  from  Georgia  f  Mr.  Early)  ob- 
;rvea,  when  he  opposed  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
eman  from  Pennsylvania,(Mr.QRBoo,)  that  were 
keat  Britain  to  declare  war  against  the  United 
tates,  she  wonld  incur  no  additional  expenset*. 
'he  calculations  of  that  gentleman,  how  accurate 
lever  they  may  be  on  other  subjects,  fell  short 
f  that  character  on  this.  Does  he  recollect  the 
roxiniiiy  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Uni- 
fd  States,  and  that  the  British  navy  cannot  pre- 
set them  ?  Does  he  liear  in  memt  iry  the  treasure 
r  blood  and  money,  lavished  and  expended  by 
freat  Britain,  in  wars  to  acquire  those  regions, 
airticulariy  the  cost  at  which  Quebec  was  obtain- 
1  in  1763?  Will  the  gentleman  also  advert  to 
ke  sol  icitudeand  exertion  of  that  Power  during  the 
.mericao  war,  to  retain  them  ?  Those  colonies 
re  important  to  her — Canada  puts  her  in  posses- 
on  of  the  fur  trade,  and  affords  a  passage  to  her 
lanufactares  through  the  lakes  into  out  Western 
Duntry. 

Nova  Scotia  is  advantageous  on  account  of 
le  harbour  which  Halifax  affordx  to  her  fleers 
D  the  American  coast,  and  of  the  fisheries.  With 
at  Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland,  the  fisheries 
rould  be  destroyed,  and  with  them  one  of  her  best 
urseries  fur  seamen.  The  dependence  of  those 
olonies  is  in  a  great  moasttre  on  ub  for  supplies  \ 


our  exports  to  them  amount,  according  to  the  doc- 
uments on  the  table,  to  more  than  a  million  of  dol« 
lars.  One  article  of  exportation  to  them  is  four 
hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour.  I  am  satisfied, 
sir,  that  the  defence  of  those  colonies  wonld  in- 
crease considerably  the  public  burden  of  Great 
Britain.  I  am  also  persuaded  that  a  formidable 
force  would  be  required  to  protect  them,  were 
Great  Britain  mad  enough  to  hazard  a  war  with 
us.  It  is  as  much  her  interest  as  it  is  ours,  to  let 
the  sword  rest  in  its  scabberd.  Forlorn  and  dis- 
tressing would  be  the  condition  to  which  her  WeaC 
India  islands  would  be  reduced,  were  we  to  with- 
hold our  supplies — they  would  not  be  worth  re- 
taining. Our  provisions  are  absolutely  necessliry 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  our  lum* 
ber  equally  necessarv  to  enable  them  to  carry  their 
productions  to  market.  If  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  should  drive  as  to  a  non-interconrse  with 
her,  and  her  dependencies,  the  mischief  to  both 
will  be  incalculable.  Her  colonists  will  be  shaken 
in  their  allegiance^  by  discerning  in  the  measures 
of  the  Cabinet  acnminal  disregard  to  their  intere^, 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  tired  your 
patience,  and  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  time 
of  the  House.  I  feel  myself  exhausted — yet  much 
more  could  be  said  on  so  copious  a  subject.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  connexion  and  mutual 
dependence  of  agriculture  and  commerce  on  each 
other,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  our  cominon  coun- 
try, which  I  wish  may  be  perpetual,  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  preservation  of  that  connexion, 
and  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  I  render  my 
thanks  for  the  polite  attention  I  have  experienced. 
I  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  lake  my  seat,  under  a  cott- 
vierion  of  mind,  that  the  interest  of  n^r  country 
calls  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  a$  that 
bill  embraces ;  and  that  the  first  and  most  hoiko- 
rable  duty  a  citizen  can  perform,  is  to  assert  and 
defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  conatry.  Such 
is  my  determination. 

Mr.  Ltoh  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  prin<!iple 
of  the  bill  though  he  believed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  that  it  was  too  much  of  a 
milk  and -water  measure.  He  was  not  however, 
for  throwing  it  under  the  table,  but  for  having 
it  amended.  He  would  wish  it  to  take  efieci  on 
the  1st  of  Julyj  instead  of  the  15lh  of  Novemberi 
and  to  authorize  the  President  to  dispense  with 
any  or  all  of  its  provisions,  in  case  of  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  ot  our  differences  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. For  the  purpose  of  so  modifying  the  bill,  he 
moved  a  recommitment  of  it  to  a  Cummttiee  of 
the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  said  he  was  sorry  this  motion 
was  made,  especially  at  this  stage  of  the  business. 
He  did  not  think  the  reasoning  on  which  it  was 
founded  correct.  The  principal  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  give  the  bill  an  earlier  effect.  It 
was  very  improper,  he  thought,  that  such  a  mea- 
sure should  go  into  immediate  or  sudden  opera'* 
tioo.  To  turn  the  current  of  trade  at  once  would 
operate  unjustly,  and  in  a  manner  hardly  consist- 
ent with  good  faith  to  the  merchants,  who  muat 
have  maiie  their  calculations  and  given  thdr 
orders  oa^he  existing  state  of  things.    The  tioM 
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when  sach  a  meaeare  takes  place  ought  to  be  so 
distant  as  to  give  a  reasonable  notice. 

There  appeals  to  have  arisen,  said  Mr.  B.,  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  precise  point  of 
time  when  this  bill  might  take  effect.  I  think,  all 
circumstances  considered,  the  time  fixed  a  reason- 
able time.  It  may  be  said  that  from  its  remote- 
ness an  unfavorable  inference  may  be  deduced  of 
our  intention  to  carry  it  into  effect.  I  think  not. 
I  think,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  carry  on  the  face 
of  it  a  disposition  to  make  it  part  of  a  permanent 
system  oi  measures;  and  that  this  will  be  more 
likely  to  be  inferred  from  the  deliberation  with 
which  it  is  taken  than  from  the  adoption  of  any 
sudden  measures.  I  trust,  until  circumstances  re- 
quire a  different  course,  it  will  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  it  will  be  but  the  commencement  of  a 
system  of  measures  which  we  shall  continue  to 
pursue  until  our  object  is  accomplished.  In  this 
Tiew  it  is  not  so  material  at  what  particular  mo- 
ment the  operation  of  this  system  begins,  as  to 
convince  Great  Britain  we  are  determined  to  per- 
severe in  it.  I  am,  therefore,  against  the  recom- 
mitment. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  barely  rose  to  observe  he 
was  In  hopes,  after  all  the  learning  and  eloquence 
of  the  members  had  been  exhausted,  there  would 
have  been  a  silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
but  in  this  hope  he  was  disappointed.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  particular  btomachs  in  the  House 
that  could  not  digest  milk-and-water  diet.  He 
was  of  the  number  of  those  who  wished  the 
adoption  of  something  stronger;  but  when  he  con- 
sidered milk  and  water  was  a  very  wholesome 
diet,  and  that  the  only  way  to  get  anything  was 
to  be  satisfied  with  this  measure^  he  was  against 
the  idea  both  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
throw  this  bill  under  the  table,  or  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  recommit  it. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb. — I  will  not  delay  the  ques- 
tion beyond  two  or  three  minutes.  From  some 
remarks  made  by  my  worthy  colleague,  (Mr. 
Newton,)  it  may  be  inferred,  perhaps,  that  I  said 
something  which  tended  to  wound  his  feelings. 
I  have  been  long  in  habits  of  friendship  with  that 
ffentleman,  and  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve that  I  had  no  such  intention  in  anything 
which  I  said. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  did  not  particularly  allude 
to  any  expressions  of  his  colleague,  but  to  expres- 
sions generally  made  use  of  in  the  course  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb. — From  some  remarks  of  my 
colleague  on  my  left  ([Mr.  Clopton)  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  a  disposition  had  been  manifested  in 
this  House  to  give  up  our  rank  and  standing 
amonff  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  true  these 
reniarks  were  not  directed  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, for  during  this  whole  discussion  not  a 
word  has  been  directed  to  the  merits  of  the  bill. 
All  that  has  been  said  has  been  directed  to  an 
imaginary  being,  and  reminds  me  of  some  expres- 
sions which  1  recollect  to  have  seen  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Thomas  Paine,  who  compared  the  obser- 
Yaiioos  of  some  political  writer  on  which  he  was 
animadverting,  to  a  particular  place  naar  Phila- 


delphia called  Point  no  Point.    Gentlemen  dar- 
ing this  debate  have  talked  a  great  deal  about  the 
spirit  of  1776.     With  what  view  ?  To  show  that 
we  are  an  independent  nation  ?    No ;  boi  to  offe 
the  United  States  into  a  foreign  war.    GeolJe- 
men  inquire  whether  we  will  give  up  the  ri^bls 
of  commerce — whether  we  have  a  riff  ht  to  protect 
commerce  ?  We  have  a  right;  bat  ine  oalf  qim- 
tion  is,  whether  we  have  the  ability.    Oscc  lei 
the  nation  launch  out  on  the  doctrine  of  project- 
ing commerce,  and  where  shall  we  go?   Are «e 
prepared  to  bay  we  will  protect  comiDerce  agsnsi 
all  rowers,  in  every  sea,  and  at  all  risks  ?  Asd  if 
we  do  not  disregard  every  dictate  of  prodence, 
what  must  the  nation  do  hot  saboiit  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  times,  to  which  the  second  rate  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  are  obliged  to  yield,  and  to  which 
we  are  told  by  gentlemen  themselves  Great  fin't- 
ain  will  soon  be  compelled  to  yield.     It  ooce  we 
establish  the  principle  that  commerce  mnsi  be 
protected  by  an  armed  force,  this  nation  is  ruiaed. 
We  must  build  fleets  and  raise  armies ;  we  most 
^o  on  the  principles  of  Britain,  who  is  now  ask- 
iQflr   under   the  weight  of   her  esiablishneats. 
These,  so  far  from  being  the  sood  old  doctrises 
of  the  Revolution,  are  political  heresies,  and  the 
exploded  doctrines  of  navies  and  standing  armies. 
We  are  willing  to  protect  commerce  in  the  ooly 
way  in  which  we  are  able,  by  discriminating  du- 
ties,* and  preserving  a  neutral  position  ;  for  ploage 
the  nation  into  war  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce,  and  commerce  instantly  vanishes.    Tbere 
is  no  man  who  doubts  that  the  people  of  the  Cid- 
ted  States  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  an  injory 
to  a  certain  extent  to  Qreat  Britain,  or  the  right 
of  the  Gbvernment  to  declare  war ;  but  rights  are 
correlative,    In  1708  you  had  a  right  to  declare 
war  against  France ;  and  you  did  so  to  your  cost 
This  is  not  then  a  question  of  right,  or  of  natiooil 
independence^  but  t)f  policy^  of  expediency.    Let 
us  suppose  this  to  be  the  initiative  of  strong  mea- 
sures, that  it  will  eventuate  in  war,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  all  the  calamities  to  Great  Britain  on 
which  gentlemen  calculate.    What  will  its  effect 
be  upon  us?    We  shall  adopt  it  at  the  expense' 
perhaps,  of  our  whole  revenue,  the  annihilation  « 
our  commerce,  the  enormous  augmentation  of  oar 
debt,  the  increase  of  Executive  patrons^  aad 
the  prostration  of  the  Constitution.     Is  it  worth 
the  purchase  ?    We  object  to  a  large  naval  estib- 
lishment — we  are  hostile  to  an  increase  of  Execo- 
tive  power — we  are  disposed  to  relieve  thepoUie 
burdens^and  to  diminish  the  national  debt.  Wbit 
was  our  situation  when  we  came  herel    Wbea 
was  the  country  ever  in  a  more  prosperous  state? 
We  were  treating  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  bad 
every  reason  to  believe  our  differences  would  hive 
had  an  ainicable  termination.    If  we  go  to  war 
with  Great  .Britain  where  are  we   to  get  the 
money  to  carry  it  on  ?   We  must  resort  to  direct 
taxes.    If  it  is  the  policy  of  this  country  hereaf- 
ter to  go  to  war  for  the  protection  of  commerce  in 
whatever  way  it  may  be  invaded,  every  measure 
of  this  Admioibtration  has  heretofore  been  de- 
I  cidedly  wrong.    If  this  new  principle  is  to  be 
I  acted  on,aada  naval  establishment  to  be  cherished, 
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what  can  yrou  do  1  By  ezacthig  from  the  people 
every  fartbiog  they  can  pay,  you  may  be  able  to 
support  thirty  ships  of-the-iiDe;  and  are  you  pre- 
pared with  that  force  to  carry  on  a  maritime  war 
m  defence  of  commerce?  it  is  mere  (Quixotism. 
As  well  might  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  with  his 
80,000  troops,  declare  war  against  France,  when- 
ever that  nation  should  undertake  to  march  troop 
through  his  territory.  There  is  a  physical  inabil- 
ity io  the  United  States  to  defend  commerce  in 
this  way.  It  is  attempting  to  assume  a  rank  which 
cannot  fail  to  degrade  us.  Are  we  an  indepen- 
dent nation  ?  Have  we  a  right  to  do  what  we 
please  ?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this ;  but,  does 
It  follow  that  we  are  to  throw  away  our  liberties 
and  the  Constitution  in  a  contest  which  can  only 
end  id  our  disgrace? 

Mr.  Clopton  said,  he  had  not  the  advantage  of 
hearing  the  previous  debate  on  this  subject.  He 
had  derived  his  information  from*  other  sources 
than  that  alluded  to  by  his  colleague ;  from  which, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  general  tenor  of  the 
opposition  arose  from  the  alleged  tendency  of  this 
measure  to  carrv  us  into  a  state  of  war.  Whe- 
ther in  making  tnese  remarks  he  had  been  correct 
or  not,  was  for  the  House  to  judge;  but  whether 
those  remarks  had  or  had  not  a  ^riog  upon  the 
subject,  he  was  sure  they  did  not  constitute  the 
irst  instance  of  an  aberration,  and,  he  would  add, 
I  wide  aberration,  from  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  did  not  allude  to  the 
l^entleman's  observations — he  did  not  hear  them. 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been 
disagreed  to,  it  passed — yeas  93,  nays  32,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston  Jr.,  Isaac  An- 
lerson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset, 
Greorge  M.  Bedinger, Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
edge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown, 
IVilliam  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
lohn  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat^ 
liew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Freder- 
ck  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob 
I^rowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Easra  Darby,  John  Daw- 
K>n,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James 
Biliot,  Ebencier  Elmer,  John  W.  Bppes,  Wm.  Findley, 
lames  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Sray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
Fohn  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  David  Hobnes,  John 
jr.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah 
Klnight,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wm.  Mac- 
;:;reery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Vforrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger 
Poison,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gid- 
son  Olin,  John  Pngh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
>f  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
irds,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
lohn  Smilie,John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  HeniySouth- 
ird,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip 
V^an  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton, 
lohn  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R,  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander 
WUson,  Richaid  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

NAT»-*8ilas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Camp- 


bell, Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Seth  Habtings,  David  Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Kil- 
lian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  and 
^Peleg  Wadswortb. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amend roents  thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  toconsider  the  said  amend- 
ments; and  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thdrsoay,  March  27. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  nineteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rinaldo  Johnson;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  the  Territory  of  Orleans ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole*on  Saturday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend-^ 
ment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
,"  Ao  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  ol  Represent- 
atives:" Whereupon, 

JResolvedy  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  a^ree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Leib, 
Mr.  Alston, and  MrfCaowNiNSHiELn,  be  appoint- 
ed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  second 
amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '^  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
Slates  :*'  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  aeree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  suhject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Var- 
num. Mr.  Tallmaoqb,  and  Mr.  Covington,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

•  Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  makinj?  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day nej^ 
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Mr.  J.  Randolph,  horn  the  same  eomraiuee, 
presented  a  bill  making  sppropriatiooa  for  the  sap- 
port  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution : 

"lUsoioed,  That  it  i»  expedient  to  amend  the  ad 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  passed  the  sixteenUi  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
-^ight  hundred  and  two,  so  iar  as  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Brigadier  General :" 

(hrdered^  That  thib  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
able. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  yesterday,  to  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  aod  six:  whereu()on,  the 
amendments  to  the  first  section  being  again  read, 
were,  on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  said  bill  being 
again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : 

"  For  expbring  the  waters  of  the  oountiy  ceded  by 
convention  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  and  establishing  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  same,  five  thousand  dol- 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  the^ 
aaid  aqiendment,and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — * 
yeas  97,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Bvan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Willkm  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  WUUam  Butler,  John  Chandler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Cluistopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  MatUiew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Qutts,  Esra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle,  Peter  £arly,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler.  James  M.  Gamett,  EdwinOray,  Andrew  Ghregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  SeUi 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  John  O.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Dnncan  McFar- 
land,  Patrick  Magroder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon-  8.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nich« 
oleon,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Tho- 
mas M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneier  Seayer,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
X*ewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  David  Thomas, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
MaUhew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehUl, 
David  R.  WiUiams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  -Nathan 


Williams,  Alexander  Wifaon,  Richard  Winn,  and  Js- 
seph  Winston. 

Nats — John  CampbeD,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonaid  Cor- 
ington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wd. 
liam  Ely,  Charles  Cioldsbonmgh,  Patervoo  Goodvyn, 
David  Hough,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Cotton  SfenilKBeB- 
jamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Abnun  Tngg,  Mad 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck. 

The  second  and  last  amend  men  c  to  thefimtee^ 
tion  of  the  said  bill,  reported  from  the  Commutse 
of  the  Whole,  being  again  twice  read,  was. oaibe 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameai* 
meats  agreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  ihixi 
time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  tlw 
support  of  Gk)vernment,  for  the  year  one  thousud 
eight  hundred  and  six,  was  read  tbe  thud  liaie 
and  passed. 


Fbidat,  March  28. 

Mr.  T.  M.  RANDOLpn.  from  the  eommittse  ap- 
pointed OB  the  sixth  of  January  last,  prceeaieda 
bill  incorporating  an  institution  ia  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  ColaiDbia,  for  the 
education  of  youth,  and  the  promotfoD  and  diSt- 
sion  of  learning  and  science,  end  granting  to  the 
same  certain  public  lots  within  the  said  city; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Mondav  next, 

Mr.  Roger  Nelson,  from  tne  comniittee  ap- 
pointed on  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  presented  a 
bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^Aa  aet  note 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  Diatrict  of  Colombia ;"  whieh  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  twenty-fifth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  forti- 
fying the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  building  gunboats ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eomtider  a  naotion  of 
the  twenty-flfih  in  the  words  following,  ro  wit: 

Reaohed,  hy  the  Senate  and  Hmtm  of  ffrjimssmfti 
/tees  of  the  Vnited  Siatee  of  America  in  Oongrrm  cs- 
aembled.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  diiecanl  ai 
cause  the  Poet  Office^  lor  the  City  of  Washington,  to 
be  kept,  after  the^— ^day  of— next,  at  or  aaer  lb» 
Caj^toK*' 

Ordered,  That  the  further  con sideiation  of  the 
said  motion  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

PLURALITY  OP  OFPICEa 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  foltowtog  resolutions  submitted 
some  time  since  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph: 

Meeolved,  That  a  contractor  under  the  Govemxasot 
of  the  United  States  is  an  officer  within  the  pui^pisw 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and,  as  sudi,  ii  iaca- 
pable  of  holding  a  seat  in  this  House. 

Reeolped,  That  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices  in 
the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  especially  of 
the  military  with  Uie  ctvil  authority,  is  repngaaot  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Oonatitotioa  of  the  United  dtatesr  and 
tends  to  the  introdneing  of  an  arbilraiy 
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Reaohedt  That  prorinoii  ought  to  bto  Budtf,  by  law, 
o  render  any  officer,  in  tiM  Army  or  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  incapable  of  holding  any  ciTil  office  under 
the  Uoited  dutea. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  these  resolutions 
withorQt  debate. 

The  first  was  agreed  to— ayes  54,  noes  37. 

The  seeond  was  agreed  to — ayes  75 ;  and 

The  third  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

When  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
ag^reement  to  the  resolutions. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report. 

On  coneorring  with  the  Committee  of^the 
Wtiole  in  their  agreeaient  to  the  fost  resolution, 

Mr.  FiBC  said  he  sineereiy  regretted  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  vote  for  this  resolution.  He  re- 
gretted there  was  no  each  prtncrpie  in  the  Con- 
stitution as  is  presoribed.  Such  a  prineiple  not 
being  in  the  Constitution,  be  did  not  coaeeive  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Hoose  to  make  the  provision. 
Il  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  in  their  power  to  say  a 
man  should  not  hold  a  seat  in  that  House  who 
was  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitation.  It  was 
oo  this  ground  only  he  was  against  th«  resolution 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH.— *I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  may  in  perfect  eonsistenee  with  the 
principle  he  baa  kid  down,  which  I  do  not  mean 
at  present  to  contest,  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  this 
Tesolution.  He  says  that  this  House  has  not  a 
ri^bt  to  make  a  disqaalifioation  which  the  Con- 
stitution itself  does  not  atUch  to  the  tenure  of  a 
seat  on  this  floor;  that  the  Constitotion  draws  a 
line  between  the  qualification  and  disqualification 
of  a  member,  and  that  this  House  has  no  rkht  to 
alter  them.  What  do  we  propose  to  do  ?  To  add 
a  new  disqualification?  rio;  to  do  that  which 
the  Constitution  put  in  our  bands,  which  it  not 
only  authorizes  but  enjoins  upon  us.  The  Con- 
stitution declares  that  each  House  shall  be  the 
judge  of  the  qualification  of  its  members.  It  is 
clearly,  then,  the  duty  of  the  House  to  expound 
what  is  or  is  not  a  disqualification ;  and  we  are  now 
only  about  to  declare  what  is  such  a  disqasUfiea- 
titm — merely  to  expound  the  Constitution  on  this 
bead.  I  know  some  gentlemen  are  startled  at  the 
idea  of  expounding  the  Constitution.  Bat  do  we 
not  do  this  every  day?  Is  not  the  passage  of 
every  act  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House 
that  a  decision  upon  it  is  among  their  Constitu- 
tional powers?  Or,  in  other  words,  is  it  not  an 
exposition  of  the  Constitution  ?  So.  in  this  in- 
stance, I  will  suppose  a  man  returned  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  he  is  declared, 
for  some  reasoi^,  to  be  disqualified  from  holding 
a  seat.  This,  according  to  the  gentleman,  would 
be  expounding  the  Constitotion.  We  propose 
doing  no  more  than  saying,  if  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  Chief  Justice,  should  come  here,  they 
cannot  hold  a  seat.  We  say  that  an  abuse  exists 
under  the  Constitution,  and  offer  a  remedy. 

I  have  beard  some  quibbling  a  bout  the  meaning 
of  the  word  *^  officer."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
office  ?  Agency  ;  it  is  the  office  of  a  man's  cook 
to  dress  his  dinner,  of  a  tailor  to  supply  him  with 
clothes ;  and  it  is  the  offiaa  of  a  oontractoff  to  fat- 


tea  on  the  land — to  acquire  lordships,  demesnes^ 
baronies — extensive  territory — by  tne  advanta|[e 
be  derives  from  holding  the  public  money,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  contract.  But  it  is  asked,  if  a  contractor 
is  an  officer  ?  and  whether  he  can  be  impeached  1 
because,  uoder  the  Constitution,  all  civil  officers 
are  liable  to  impeachment  Would  you  impeach 
the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia ?  It  may 
be  answered  that  you  may  impeach  him,  but  that 
vou  would  not  probably  do  so,  because  that  would 
be  breaking  a  butterfly  on  the  wheel.  Would  you 
impeach  a  deputy  postmaster  ?  And  yet  whcA 
the  postmaster  at  New  York  accepted  his  ap- 
pointment, did  he  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate? There  is  no  doubt  a^contractor  is  an  officer 
pro  tempore — it  is  not  an  office  in  perpetuity,  but 
created  for  a  time,  and  for  a  particuLsr  purpose. 
And  I  will  ask,  if  it  is  not  more  dangerous  to  the 
independence  of  the  two  Houses  to  admit  com- 
missioners and  contractors  within  their  walls 
than  officers  with  legal  salaries  and  appointments? 
If  we  are  to  admit  either,  I  say,  give  me  the  le^ 
officer,  with  a  determinate  salary  and  definite 
powers,  rather  than  the  contractor  who  may  gain 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  by  a 
single  job.  But,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
is  of  opinion  that  a  contractor  is  not  an  officer, 
under  the  Constitution,  I  hope  he  will  join  me  in 
aaOther  vote,  on  an  amendment  which  I  shall  hfg 
leare  to  offer — this  goes  only  to  purge  these  wallS| 
not  those  of  the  other  House.  I  mean  an  amend« 
ment  declaring  void  all  contracts  made  with  mem* 
hers  of  either  Hoose,  and  on  this  principle :  Be- 
tween the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  it  is  possi- 
ble for  a  member  to  receive  a  lucrative  job,  by 
which  he  may  put  thousands  in  bis  pocket,  and, 
which  being  completed  in  the  recess,  and  there 
being  nobody  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  apply  a  remedy.  But,  I  hope  this 
construction,  which,  so  far  as  relates  to  our  own 
House,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  make,  will 
obtain  as  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

But  it  is  said  that  this  House,  and  Houses 
which  may  hereafter  meet,  may  aive  the  Consti- 
tution a  different  construction.  No  doubt  of  it ; 
and  this  may  operate  .to  the  end  of  time.  A  form- 
er House  passed  a  Sedition  law ;  a  subsequent 
House  deemed  the  law  uDOonstitutional.  It  is 
true  they  did  not  declare  it  so,  and  I  am  sorry  for 
it ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  Now,  we 
may  pass  a  Sedition  law  a^in  to-morrow,  and 
the  people  rise  up  against  it,  and  send  different 
meipbcrs  to  represent  them.  The  people  may 
again  sluAober ;  as  long  as  you  keep  your  hands 
from  their  pockets,  they  will  keep  their  eyes  from 
yours ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  this  law  may  be 
repealed.  1  can,  therefore,  see  no  force  in  ^his  ob- 
jection. The  courts  of  justice  undertake  to  ex- 
pound the  Constitution,  and  shall  not  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  as  competent  to  do  this  as  any 
court  of  justice  ?  I  will  suppose  a  case,  that  ol 
a  man  condemned  under  the  Sedition  law  by  a 
tribunal  of  justice.  Suppose  men  of  different 
principles  come  on  the  bench,  would  they  hesitate 
to  reveraar  the  preeeding  deeiston  of  tiie  court? 
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Indispacably  not.    Here,  too,  then,  we  would  be- 
hold varying  and  repagnant  decisions. 

Mr.  Eppes.^ — I  have  no  doubt  that  every  objec- 
tion which  can  be  made  to  a  member  of  this 
House  holding  a  civil  office  during  his  continu- 
ance as  a  Representative  applies  with  equal  force 
to  his  holding  a  lucrative  contract.  The  framers 
of  the  Constitution  in  excluding  civil  officers 
from  the  floor  of  this  House,  most  certainly  in- 
tended to  prevent  any  species  of  dependence 
which  might  influence  the  conduct  of  the  Repre- 
sentative— to  prevent  his  looking  up  for  prefer- 
ment to  the  Executive,  or  being  biassed  in  bis 
vote  by  Executive  favor.  A  lucrative  contract 
creates  the  same  species  of  dependence,  and 
every  objection  which  could  be  urged  against 
an  officer,  applies  with  equal  force  against  con- 
tractors, who  are  dependent  on  the  Executive 
will,  and  particularly  carriers  of  the  mail.  While, 
however,  I  make  this  admission,  I  do  not  believe 
we  have  power  to  pass  this  resolution.  The 
words  of  tne  Constitution  are :  ^  No  person  hold- 
'  ing  an  office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a 
'  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance 
*  in  office."  These  words  are  plain  and  clear. 
Their  obvious  intention  was  to  have  excluded 
officers  and  officers  only.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  equally  wise  to  have  excluded  contractors, 
because  the  reason  for  excluding  officers  applies 
to  them  with  equal  force.  We  are  not,  however, 
to  inquire  what  the  Constitution  ought  to  have 
been,  but  what  it  is.  We  cannot  legislate  on  its 
spirit  against  the  strict  letter  of  the  instrument 
Our  inquiry  must  be,  is  he  an  officer  ?  If  an  of- 
ficer, under  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  he  is 
excluded ;  if  not  an  officer,  we  cannot  exclude 
him  by  law.  It  is  true,  as  nas  been  stated,  that, 
by  the  Constitution,  we  are  made  the  judges  of 
the  qualifications  of  our  own  members.  This 
judgment,  however,  is  confined  within  very  nar- 
row limits.  The  Constitution  prescribes  the 
qualifications  of  a  member.  We  can  neither  nar- 
row nor  enlarge  them  by  law.  Our  inquiry  can 
go  no  further  than  this :  has  the  Representative 
the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  ? 
An  exteusive  meaning  has  been  given  to  the  word 
"  office."  'How  far  such  a  construction  of  the 
meaning  of  this  word  is  warranted,  I  leave  for 
others  to  decide.  That  all  contractors  are  not 
officers,  I  am  certain.  A  man,  for  instance,  makes 
a  contract  with  the  Government  to  furnish  sup- 
plies. He  is  certainly  not  an  officer,  according  to 
the  common  and  known  acceptation  of  that  word. 
He  is.  however,  a  contractor,  and,  under  this  res- 
elutioUj  excluded  from  a  seat  here.  A  carrier  of 
the  mail  approaches  very  near  an  officer.  The 
person  takes  an  oath,  is  subject  to  penalties,  the 
remission  of  which  depend  on  the  Executive. 
His  duties  are  fixed  and  prescribed  by  law.  Near, 
however,  as  this  species  of  contract  approaches  to 
an  office,  I  do  not  consider  that  the  word  '^office" 
in  the  Constitution  can  include  even  this  species 
of  contract.  I  consider  the  word  '*  office"  in  the 
Constitution  ought  to  be  construed  according  to 
the  usual  import  and  meaning  of  that  term ;  and 
as  I  do  conscientiously  believe  that  the  word  "  of 


fice"  and  the  Word  **  contract''  caonot  be  tortored 
to  mean  the  same  thing,l  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Alston. — While  I  am  as  moch  opposed 
as  any  man  to  see  any  holder  of  poblie  mooey 
within  these  walls,  1  cannot  justify  myseU  ia  de- 
claring what  is  or  what  is  not  the  Coa^titntion. 
If  in  any  case  this  ought  to  be  done,  ihis  sorely 
should  be  the  last.  What  is  its  efifect  ?  To  de- 
prive a  member  of  bis  seat  on  the  vote  of  a  bire 
majority,  when  the  Constitution  has  declared  tbat 
"  no  seat  shall  be  vacated  but  on  the  Tote  of  iwo- 
thirds  of  the  members."  Let  this  House  say  so, 
and  what  becomes  of  a  contractor,  if  any  sack 
there  be  within  these  walls  ?  The  decision  of  ibe 
House  will  be  in  violation  of  the  Constiiotioa 
No  man  who  knows  me  will  icaa|riiie  that  I  tere 
any  partiality  for  contractors  holding  seats  witliia 
these  walls.  I  have  never  held  a  contract,  or  re- 
ceived a  cent  of  the  public  money  but  for  my 
wages  as  a  member  of  this  House.  I  am,  there- 
fore, as  disinterested  as  man  can  be  on  this  poioL 
If  there  is  a  contractor  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  let  him  be  pointed  out.  I  am  not 
certain  how  I  shall  vote  upon  such  a  proposiiioa. 
But  I  will  not  declare  beforehand  a  partieokr 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  If  I  believe 
the  case  comes  within  the  Constitution, of  vbick 
I  am  not  certain,  I  will  vote  for  clearing  the 
House  of  such  a  member.  But  I  will  not  cos- 
sent  to  a  majoritjr  declaring  in  this  way  viiat 
they  cannot  carry  into  efiect.  How  can  this  be 
done  ?  If  you  cannot  get  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  vacate  the  seat,  I  ask 
what  becomes  of  the  resolution  declaratory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  ?  But  it  is  idle  to 
pass  a  declaratory  resolution  unless  it  can  be  car- 
ried into  efiect.  One  thing  I  will  say,  if  th/t 
mover  will  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  impose 
a  penalty  on  any  officer  who  shall  make  a  coo< 
tract  with  a  member  of  Cangress,  I  will  give  it 
my  consent  For  1  wish  to  see  no  man  in  these 
walls  dependent  on  the  Government.  I  still  ad- 
here to  tiie- principle  which  I  set  out  with,  when 
I  entered  into  public  life,  for  I  became  a  member 
of  tHe  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  at  the  a^  of  twenty-one ;  bat 
there  was  no  office  in  the  gift  of  any  €h>veromeot 
which  I  would  possess.  This  is  a  principle  to 
which  I  strictly  adhere,  and  I  do  not  believe  I 
have  any  relation  on  earth  who  holds  an  offiee, 
numerous  as  my  relatives  are. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — The  gentleman  says  he  is  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  expulsion  of  any  member  on 
this  floor  who  holds  public  money^ 

Mr.  Alston  explained  by  observing  that  he 
had  ni)t  absolutely  said  so. 

Mr.  J.  OLat. — If  this  cannot  be  done  under  the 
Constitution,  with  what  consistency  can  the  gen- 
tleman vote  for  the  measure  he  proposes,  as,  under 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  alluded  to^  we 
have  no  right  to  expel  a  member  bat  for  some 
ofieoce  committed  by  him  ?  Ttie  judges  of  your 
courts  as  well  as  the  State  courts  h  ive  assumed 
the  right  of  expoundini;  the  Cunstiiotion,  loas- 
much  as  they  are  bound  on  oath  to  support  iL 
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Are  we  not  bound  by  the  same  oath  to  support  it  ? 
And  have  we  not,bv  parity  of  reasoning,  the  same 
right  to  construe  it?  Are  not  gentlemen  indeed, 
by  their  negative  vote,  ffiviug  the  Consiitution 
their  own  exposition  ?  1  have  no  doubt  of  our 
ri^ht  to  expound  the  Constitution.  Let  us  take 
thinfi:s  as  they  are.  What  is  an  officer?  A  mau 
holding  a  public  charge  or  agency.  What  is  an 
office  ?  A  public  charge  or  agency.  Is  not  a 
contract  an  agency  ?  A  man  contracts  to  carry 
letters  in  the  mail.  Is  not  that  an  agency  ?  So 
a  man  contracts  as  an  agent  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  carry  letters  from  Washington  to  Bal- 
timore; is  he  noft  as  much  an  officer  as  if  be  resided 
at  WashiugtOi^  or  Baltimore?  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  that  one  is  movinff  and  the  other  stationa- 
ry. Every  officer  under  the  Government  is  a  con- 
tractor, inasmuch  as  he  contracts  to  do  certain 
things  for  a  certain  sum  of  money.  I  believe, 
likewise,  the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  true, 
and  that  contractors  are  likewise  officers. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  said,  were  this  proposition  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  he 
should  vote  for  it ;  but  for  reasons  very  different 
from  those  which  had  been  assigned.     He  did 
not  believe  that  every  contractor  was  an  officer 
under  the  Constitution,  for  if  this  was  the  case, 
every  man  who  furnished  the  public  with  the 
least  article  of  supply  would  be  an  officer — the 
miller  who  sold  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  the  stationer  who  supplied  the  House 
>vith  paper  and  quills.    Every  man  who  sold  any- 
thing to  the  Government  must,  in  this  light,  oe 
considered  as  an  officer.    Would  gentlemen  be 
disposed  to  exclude  all  persons  of  this  description 
from  a  seat  in  this  House  ?    Grlat  weight  had 
been  attached  to  that  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  made  the  two  Houses  judges  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  their  members ;  but  it  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  argument  to  observe,  that  though 
the  Constitution  gives  the  two  Houses  the  power 
of  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  their  members,  it 
does  not  give  them  the  power  to  make  those  qual- 
ifications.   He  agreed  that  it  was  discretionary 
with  each  House  to  expel  a  member,  but  then 
the  act  could  only  be  effected  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members.    He  had  always  under- 
stood, and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  that  it  was 
an  essential  attribute  of  office  for  a  man  to  pos 
sess  some  power,  to  be  exercised  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.    Now  a  mere  contractor  receives 
no  such  power ;  he  only  enters  into  an  engage- 
ments to  perform  certain  specified  duties. 

Mr.  J.  Hanoolph  desired  that  part  uf  the  Con- 
stitution to  be  read,  which  authorizes  the  expul- 
sion of  a  member,  by  which,  he  said,  it  would 
appear  that  such  expulsion  could  only  be  made 
for  disorderly  behaviour. 
The  Clerk  read  the  article  as  follows : 

"  Each  Honse  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour, 
sod,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thiids,  expel  a 
member." 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  he  would  assign 
the  reasons,  on  account  of  which  he  could  not 
give  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution  under 


considerktion.  It  proposed  to  decide  what  shall, 
and  what  shall  not  be  the  true  construction  oi 
the  Constitution  as  to  the  term  office.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  cumpetent  for  that 
House  to  put  a  construction  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion, except  in  a  particular  case  under  their  con- 
sideration ;  and  that  they  could  then  and  then 
only  act  upon  it.  If  there  were  any  gentlemen 
upon  the  floor  of  the  House  who  were  contrac- 
tors, and  amotion  should  be  made  to  expel  them, 
he  would  then  be  ready  to  give  his  vote  upon 
such  a  motion  ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  give 
a  general  construction  to  the  Constitution  as  to 
the  existence  of  any  such  case.  With  regard  to 
the  case  under  cosideration,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  whether  a  contractor  was  an  officer  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitu- 
tion declared  that  no  Senator  or  Representative 
should  be  appointed  to  an  office:  when,  therefore, 
they  were  inquiring  what  constituted  an  office  un- 
der the  Constitution,  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  refer  to  the  Constitution  itself,  to  deter- 
mine the  meaning  of  the  word  office.  It  declares, 
in  the  third  section  of  the  second  article,  that  the 
President  shall  commission  all  the  officers  of 
the  United  States.  I  am  not  prepared,  said  Mr. 
C,  to  say  that  a  man  is  an  officer  who  is  not  so 
commisistoned  under  the  Constitution.  It  appears 
to  me  that  a  person  must  have  a  commission  be- 
fore he  can  be  considered  an  officer  under  the 
Constitution.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  a  provi- 
sion to  remedy  the  evil,  and  he  would  cheerfully 
acree  to  any  measure  which  would  have  this 
effect,  as  he  did  consider  it  extremely  indecorous 
for  any  man  holdinj^  a  contract  and  the  money 
of  the  public  to  participate  in  the  making  of  laws 
for  its  application. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  could 
not  on  this  occasion,  consistent  with  the  oath  he 
had  taken  to  support  the  Constitution,  advocate 
the  resolution  under  consideration.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  highly  improper  for  contractors  to 
hold  seats  in  tnat  House,  as  there  .were  many 
cases  in  which  they  could  not  give  a  free  and 
impartial  vote;  but  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 
power  to  exclude  members  from  a  seat,  unless 
that  power  was  contained  in  the  Constitution. 
He  said  he  would  give  his  idea  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  on  this  point.  They 
were  bound  by  its  letter — where  the  letter  and  the 
words  of  it  were  plain,  they  were  bound  strictly  to 
adhere  to  them ;  where,  irom  the  wording,  the 
meaning  was  doubtful,  or  difficult,  every  mem- 
ber was  bound  to  put  that  construction  which 
hi«  judgment  dictated.  But  where  there  was  no 
difficulty,  where  the  words  were  plain  and  ob- 
vious, he  would  ever  raise  his  hands  against  what 
was  called  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or,  in 
other  words,  giving  it  a  meaning  which  the  words 
would  not  bear.  If  this  power  existed  in  the 
Constitution,  it  must  be  found  under  that  section, 
which  declares,  that  "No  Senator  or  Represen- 

*  tative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was 
<  elected,  lys  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the 

*  authority  of^the  United  States,  which  shall  have 
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no  authority  from  Government ;  bis  contract  was 
derived  from  an  officer,  and  all  the  power  he  pos- 
sessed was  derived  from  him,  who  was  only 
amenable  for  the  performance  of  the  duty  to  the 
person  who  appointed  him.  A  contractor. could 
not,  therefore,  be  considered  as  an  officer  under 
the  Constitution,  amenable  to  the  United  States. 

Several  allusions,  said  Mr.  R.,  have  been  made 
to  cases  which  have  occurred  under  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  but  until  these  shall  be  particularly 
pointed  out,  it  will  be  impossible  for  os  to  decide 
how  we  are  to  act.  I  believe  that  it  does  not  be 
come  this  House  to  pass  declaratory  acts  relative 
to  the  Constitution.  It  ought,  in  my  opinion  to 
stand  on  its  own  footings;  and  every  case  that  is 
presented  ouffht  to  be  decided^  not  by  a  declaratory 
act,  but  by  the  Constitution  itself.  My  colleague 
says  that  the  judges  of  the  federal  as  well  as  State 
courts  take  an  oath  as  well  as  we  do,  to  support 
the  Constitution ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  they 
are  in  the  daily  habit  of  construing  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  their 
deciding  particular  cases  which  properly  come 
before  them,  and  this  House  going  into  a  general 
declaration  without  any  such  particular  case. 
Would  the  judges  undertake  to  declare  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Constitution  without  the  existence  of 
a  particular  case  calling  for  their  decision?  So 
that  the  very  thing  which  the  House  is  about 
doing,  has  been  invariably  avoided  bv  the  judges. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  when  toe  resolution 
was  offered,  he  had  voted  for  it,  because  he  ap- 
proved the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded.  He 
should  now  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it,  because 
it  tended  to  curtail  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
If  a  contractor  had  constitutionally  no  right  to  a 
seat  in  the  House,  the  proper  way  was  to  take  up 
the  case  and  act  directly  upon  it.  He  believed  that 
such  a  case  did  exist,  and  he  was  ready  to  say  if 
there  were  any  members  who  received  money 
from  the  public,  they  ought  not  to  hold  a  seat  on 
that  floor. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution— yeas  25,  nays  86,  as 
follows: 

YiA»— Evan  Alexander,  Barwell  Basset,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  Elias  Earle,  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray, 
Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  William  McCreary,  Thom- 
as Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  John  Randolph.Thom- 
as  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea,  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Samuel  Smith,  Thom- 
as Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jonior,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  John 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  CutU,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport, 
Jan.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  Charles  (Toldsborongh,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  HamUtoB,  Beth  Hastinga,  William  Helms,  David 


Holmes,  David  Hongb,  John  G.  Jac^M^n,  James  Ke9f, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Dancan  MacPsF> 
land,  Jotfiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeteaiiak 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Guidon  S.  Mumfiyrd,  Jeremiak 
Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin, Timothy  Pftkinjim. 
John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea,  of  Tcutesee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebenexer  Beavs,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soatkud,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Samael  Taggirt,Bea- 
jamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tennej,  David  IVNoaa. 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Trac^,  Abrmm  Trigg,  Pkilip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Renawlaer,  Jaae|ik  B. 
Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robot 
Whitehill,  Etiphalet  Wickes,  Marmadnke  WilliaBs, 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joscfk 
Winston. 
So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

FISHING  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  Cbowninsbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  petittoa 
of  Jonathan  Very,  of  Salem^  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sac basetts,  made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  year  1800,  mras  die  owner  of 
the  schooner  Edmund,  of  the  burden  of  fifty-one  tons 
This  vessel  was  licensed  for  employment  in  the  osd 
fiahery,  and  sailed  on  her  voyage  the  twenty-first  dij 
of  June,  and  returned  to  Salem  on  the  ninth  day  of  Aa- 
gust,  with  a  &re  offish,  of  three  hundred  and  aevcntr- 
two  quintals.  She  departed  on  the  second  ▼oyagi;  the 
twenty-first  day  of  August;  and  after  being  entployediii 
the  cod  fishery,  and  having  caught  upwards  of  forty  q^n»> 
tals  of  fish,  on  the  ninth  day  of  September^  ensoiag. 
the  said  vessel  met  with  a  severe  storm,  alkipped  a  set, 
and  was  so  wrecked  that  the  crew  deserted  her,  aadi 
ahe,  with  hel  whole  cargo  of  fish  and  salt,  was  thereof 
totally  lost.  In  consequence  of  this  loss,  the  petitioser 
and  the  crew  of  said  schooner  were  dejmved  of  the 
bounty  money  allowed  under  the  existing  laws  fiir  tht 
encouragement  of  the  fishery,  in  lieu  of  tlie  drawbsck 
on  the  salt  consumed  in  making  the  fish.  The  peti- 
tioner prays  that  he  and  the  crew  of  said  schooner  aiay 
receive  the  same  bounty,  which,  in  the  event  of  a  ssc- 
cessful  voyage,  they  would  have  been  entitled  to»  or  waxk 
proportion  t]^ereof  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  duty  paid  Is 
the  United  States,  on  the  quantity  of  salt  exported  ia 
the  schooner  Edmund,  amounted  to  an  equal  sum  witk 
ths  boonty  prayed  to  be  allowed  by  the  petitioner ;  it 
might,  therefore,  at  the  first  view,  seem  leaeonabfe  ta 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  existing  law  only  warrants  the  payment  of 
the  bounty  to  fialung  vessels  actually  employed  doriag 
four  months  of  the  fishing  season ;  that  is  aooonntsd  ts 
be  from  the  first  day  of  March  to  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember, in  every  year.  This  schooner  was  at  sea,  and 
actually  engaged  in  the  fishing  businesa,  for  seventy 
days  only,  during  the  two  voyages.  She  was  not  eas- 
ployed  longer  than  that  time  before  she  was  lost,  sad 
abandoned  by  the  crew.  No  provision  exists,  is  the 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fisheries,  vrfaich  is 
calculated  to  meet  a  case  similarly  ctrcumstaDoed.  It 
contemplates  the  employment  of  a  fishing  vessel,  for 
the  period  of  four  months,  and  leaves  no  discxeniHi  is 
be  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  customs.  It  a  regu- 
larly licensed  fishing  vessel  is  lost,  or  shipwrecked,  al 
any  time  within  the  four  months,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
the  bounty  cannot  be  paid.    The  oommittee 
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thu  u  a  haidahip  upon  the  fithermen,  and  the  ownen  of 
fishing  veaiela.  It  would  certainly  be  an  equitable  ar- 
rangement to  allow  them  to  receive  auch  proportion  of  the 
bounty,  as  the  time  employed,  previous  to  Uieloas  of  the 
vessel,  might  bear  to  the  four  months ;  and  where  the 
ressei  should  be  entirely  lost,  with  the  crew,  it  would 
be  only  a  fair  and  just,  encouragement  to  the  cod  fish- 
siy,  if  the  full  bounty  was  paid ;  and  such  a  provision 
M>uld  not  be  considered  as  operating  injuriously  to  the 
"evenue,  as  the  bounty  is^allowed  in  lieu  of  the  draw- 
Mck  to  which  the  salt  used  in  curing  fish  would  be  en- 
titled, upon  its  exportation  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  however,  are  not  permitted  to  vary 
he  law  to  suit  each  individual  case.  A  mere  infor- 
nality,  unintentionally  committed,  might  sometimee 
>e  dispensed  with ;  but,  where  the  principal  provision 
>f  the  law  is  not  complied  vrith»  there  can  be  no  rea- 
lon  to  induce  Con^^reas  to  fluctuate  in  its  decisions,  ao- 
iording  to  the  various  applications  or  views  of  individ- 
lals,  who  may  feel  themselves  injured. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  stated  in  this  case,  (al- 
hough  the  committee  are  fully  sensible  that  the  loss 
ails  peculiarly  hard  on  the  petitioner,)  they  are  of  the 
ipinion  that,  as  the  law  now  stands,  it  would  be  im- 
troper  to  allow  the  bounty  asked  for  by  the  petitioner ; 
ird  therefore  recommend,  that  he  have  leave  to  with- 
Iraw  his  petition,  and  the  documents  accompanying 
be  same. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Saturday,  March  29. 

Mr.  Thobias  M.  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
ee  appointed  on  the  fifth  instant,  presented,  ac- 
ording  to  order  a  bill  concerning  the  public 
grounds  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ngton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
ead  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
rbole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
m  the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  author- 
zing  the  proprietoiis  of  squares  and  lou  in  the 
yity  of  WashingcoD,  to  have  the  same  subdivided 
nd  admitted  to  record;  which  was  read  twice, 
lod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
be  twenty -third  of  December  last,  presented  a 
ill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
xtend  Jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Terri- 
Drial  Cuurts;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
ras  committed  on  the  eighteenth  Instant,  the  bill 
0  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  or  land  in 
be  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
ented  a  bill  toameod  the  act, entitled  ^'An  act  to 
ivide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
xovernments,  and  for  other  purposes;*'  which 
ras  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
»f  the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the 
ighteenth  instant,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
09tment  of  the  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
idichigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

PETITION  OP  JOSIAH  H.  WEBB. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
o  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josiah  H. 
(Vebb,  made  the  following  report : 


The  petitioner,  while  employed  in  carrying  the  mail 
of  the  United  States  in  August  last,  from  Coweta  to 
Fort  Stoddert,  was  shot  through  the  body  by  some  per* 
son  unknown.  He  is  now  in  a  languishing  condition, 
under  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Port  Stod- 
dert, destitute  of  the  means  of  present  subsistence ;  and, 
from  the  nature  of  the  wound,  it  is  not  probable  he 
will  be  able  to  provide  for  his  future  support 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  addressed  to 
the  Committee,  and  accompanying  this  report,  confirms 
the  foregoing  statement,  and 'recommends  the  petition- 
er's case  to  the  humane  provision  of  Congress.  And 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  petitioner  is  now  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  no  regu- 
lations are  yet  adopted  for  the  support  of  the  poor ;  &at 
he  is  under  the  immediate  charge  of  an  officer  of  the 
Government,  who  must  either  permit  the  petitioner  to 
suffer  for  want  of  the  necessariee  of  life,  or  maintain 
him  at  his  own  private  expense,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  National  Legislature  to  extend 
its  aid  to  an  individual  thus  circumstanced. 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  relief  which  ought 
to  be  afforded  to  the  petitioner,  your  Committee  are  not 
yet  fully  advised ;  at  present  they  respectfully  submit  to 
the  House  the  followmg  general  resolution  : 

Ruolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pur- 
uant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Newton  alluded  to  the  fate  experienced 
yesterday  by  the  resolution  declaring  the  tenure 
of  a  seat  in  the  House  incompatible  with  the  hold- 
ing a  contract  under  the  Gbvernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  From  the  fate  experienced  by  this 
resolution,  he  said  he  was  induced  to  oner  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  he  coosid- 
ered  as  of  great  importance.  He  said  he  would 
wish  to  see  an  American  Conirress  composed  of 
very  different  materials  from  a  British  Parliament. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  contractors  on  that  floor. 
When  the  Members  of  that  House  came  to  per^ 
form  the  duties  of  the  people,  they  should  pass 
themselves  into  oblivion.  No  suspicion  ought  to 
attach  to  them.  To  preserve  the  character  of  the 
Representative  body  from  reproach,  he  had  pre- 
pared an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which 
oe  would  submit  to  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

**  That  no  person,  holding  a  contract  under  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly  participate  in  the  emoluments  of  such  oon- 
tract,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion, also  to  amend  the  Constitution.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  districting  the  several  States,  for 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  Fresident  and  VicePres* 
ident  by  the  people. 

He^aid  he  had  had  the  resolution  for  some  time 
in  his  drawer,  waiting  for  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  bring  the  subject  forward.  He  would  not  say 
that  the  present  was  the  auspicious  mpmeat  to 
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call  the  atteDfioD  of  Congress  and  the  natioo  to 
alter  that  sacred  instrument,  for  he  beHeved  it 
oQght  not  to  be  approached  with  innovations,  but 
for  strong  and  cogent  reasons ;  nor  then,  only  when 
the  public  mind  was  free  from  collision,  and  un- 
embarrassed with  other  questions  of  great  nation- 
al policy.  However,  as  several  propositions  for 
amendments  were  before  theoa,  if  they  were  called 
upon  at  this  time  to  consider  any,  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  which 
experienee  had  proved  to  be  reaUy  neceasary  and 
proper. 

The  objeet  of  districtiof:  the  State,  and  resting 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres* 
ident  in  the  people,  wae  one  which  he  had  fre- 
quently urged  and  advticated  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent, under  the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands, 
which  left  it  optional  with  the  State  Legislature, 
either  to  appoint  the  Electors  themselves,  or  to  rest 
their  election  with  the  people  at  large.  Indeed, 
he  said,  he  always  did  think,  and  still  thought, 
that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for  the  Cbiet 
Magistrate  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  by  the 
people,  and  that,  too,  in  an  uniform  mode  through- 
out the  United  States.  This,  he  considered  the 
only  proper  way  to  obtain  a  fair  expession  of  the 
public  will  in  the  choice  of  this  hignly  responsible 
officer ;  and  in  order  to  have  this  subject  before  the 
House,  he  would  submit  the  following  resolution : 

<*  That  the  State  Legislatores  shall,  from  tiofes  to  time, 
divide  each  State  into  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Senators  and  Representatives  from  each  State, 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  shall  direct 
the  mode  of  choosing  an  Elector  of  President  and 
Vice  President  in  each  of  the  said  districts,  who  shall 
be  chosen  by  citizens  having  the  qualifications  requisite 
Ibr  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State 
Legislators,  and  that  the  districts  so  to  be  conetituted, 
shall  consist,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  contiguoos  terri- 
tory, and  of  proportion  of  population^  except  whevs 
theve  may  be  any  detached  portion  of  tenitoij,  not  of 
itself  sufficient  to  ibrm  a  district,  which  shall  then  be 
annexed  to  some  other  portion  neaiest  thereto ;  which 
districts,  when  so  divided,  shall  remain  unalterable  un- 
til anew  census  of  the  United  States  shaU  be  tstJEen^" 

Laid  on  the  table* 

FOREiaPr  AGGRESKONd. 

Mr.  Daha. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  well  known,  sir, 
how  highly  the  public  expectation  has  been  ex- 
cited with  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 
Before  we  assembled  in  tnis  place  there  eriated  a 
fttroog  sentiment  of  indignation,  in  consequence 
of  the  injuries  and  indignities  accumulated  upon 
the  United  States.  The  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent's communication  to  Congress  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  corresponded  to  this  tone  of  the 
public  mind.  The  sentiment  has  been  decidedly 
manifested  in  the  memorials  laid  before  Congress 
from  different  parts  of  the  Union.  The  frequency 
c^  our  deliberations  in  conclave,  the  speeches  de- 
livered in  public,  the  conversations  of  gentlemen 
without  the  bar,  all  might  be  mentioned  as  evin 
ctve  of  the  general  conviction^  that  the  state  of 
nublie  affairs  imperiously  required  something  to 
be  done;  something  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of 


our  peculiar  sitvatioo ;  aomethittg  woKhf  of  the 
moderation,  the  firmness,  and  the  wiadoiB,  which 
should  characterize  the  Representatives  of  a  free, 
enlightened,  and  magnanimous  people. 

From  the  interesting  nature  and  magoimde  of 
the  subjects  on  which  the  President  has  given  as 
information ;  from  the  genial  cnaraciet  of  the 
measures  which  he  has  officially  recoxQEBeaded  to 
our  consideration,  a  serious  weiekt  of  respoasi- 
bility  has  been  devolved  upon  tuis  House*,  lad 
an  ample  portion  of  it|  ia  my  api»rekeaaifln,  baa 
rested  oa  those  veoibeca  upon  wfaona  the  Ban^ 
meal  of  buaineas  haa  bee*  niar«  especiatty  de- 
volved in  the  coiina  af  policieal  erenta,  and  % 
the  peouliar  cinMimstanees  of  the  tinK.  Theses 
sioa  has  now  eoatinaed  for  more  riMD  stxtfea 
weeks.  ENtring  this  time  the  g<eii€tea:iei»  have  had 
opportunity  to  present  for  otnr  etm»ider«tiea  saeh 
measures  as  they  have  thought  piopei  for  liber- 
ating the  country  from  evils  which  are  expe- 
rienced, and  for  guarding  it  against  such  as  are  to 
be  apprehended.  After  all  the  patience  of  expec- 
tation, during  so  long  a  period,  in  waiting  for  the 
gentlemen  to  develope  whatever  of  system  they 
may  have  formed  or  adopted  for  the  public  we^ 
fare,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  judged  improper  if  I 
now  request  your  attention  to  some  of  the  subjects 
which  have  not  been  considered  in  the  House, 
although  they  are  mentioned  in  the  Presid«it^ 
communication,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  iiaiae' 
diately  interesting  than  others,  about  which  there 
has  been  so  much  said  in  the  form  of  pablic 
debate. 

With  the  exception  of  the  reference  to  a&in 
with  several  Indian  tribes,  and  the  measures  fot 
exploring  certain  parts  of  the  interior  of  this  con- 
tinent, the  communication  of  the  President  pna- 
cipaJly  regards  our  foreign  relations.  He  gives 
us  information  of  the  state  of  aflaira  with  the 
Powers  of  Barbery;  but  no  difficuitlea  on  that 
coast  are  mentioned  as  requirihg  the  particolar 
attention  of  Congress.  The  prominent  topics  are 
our  relations  with  some  of  the  greater  Powers  of 
Europe.  With  them  we  have  questions  of  seri- 
ous moment. 

We  have  controversies,  nominally,  with  Spain, 
on  account  of  territorial  claims  and  aggressions, 
and  for  spoliations  during  the  former  war.  With 
respect  to  these,  we  have  done  nothing  in  pohlic 
Of  what  has  been  done  in  secret,  I  tUMtain  from 
speaking,  as  the  majority  of  the  House  has  not 
yet  consented  to  remove  the  veil  which  bides  the 
proceedings  in  conclave  from  the  eyes  of  she 
people. 

Between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  there 
are  serious  questions  relative  to  the  impressment 
of  seamen,  and  the  trade  with  colonies  of  her  eoe- 
With  a  view  to  these  questions  we  have 


mies. 


had  various  propositions  before  us,  and  the  Hoose 
has  adopted  such  as  undoubtedly  seemed  to  the 
majority  roost  advisable. 

But  among  all  the  propositions  and  resolutions 
which  have  been  lata  on  your  table,  not  one  has 
cootaified  any  provision  relative  to  some  of  the 
grossest  otjftrages  mentioned  in  the  President's 
Message;  outrages  committed  by  persont  under 
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the  flajirs  of  various  belliffereot  Powers,  the  British, 
the  French,  the  Spanish.  I  speak  of  outrages  at 
the  entrance  of  our  harbors,  on  our  coasts,  and  in 
the  West  Indies: 

''Our  coasts  have  been  infested,  and  our  harbors 
iratched  by  private  armed  vessels,  some  of  them  with- 
out commissions,  some  with  illegal  commissions,  others 
with  those  o£  legal  forip,  but  committing  piratical  acts 
!)eyond  the  authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have 
;aptured,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  well 
18  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
»ming  to  trade  wiUi  us,  but  our  own  also.  They  have 
»rried  them  off,  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication ; 
)ut,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they 
lave  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  wav,  or  in  ob- 
(cure  places  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against 
hem,  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them,  in 
loats  in  the  open  sea  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food 
>r  covering.  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  un- 
eached  by  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  it 
lecessaiy  to  equip  a  force  to  cruise  within  our  own 
leas;  to  arrest  all  vessels  of  these  descriptions  found 
covering  on  our  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  the  Gulf 
tream,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  in  for  trial  as  pirates. 

**The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and 
larbors,  under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  hss  been  also 
arried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
nce  and  oppression  of  our  commerce." 

Such  is  the  language  of  the  President.  Some 
edress  for  these  enormities  is  demanded  by  a  re- 
gard to  national  honor,  justice,  interest,  humanity. 
iVbat  redress  is  provided?  On  this  subject  the 
;entlemen  have  cone  nothing,  proposed  nothing, 
loubtless  because  their  faculties  have  been  so 
Quch  absorbed  in  other  considerations  which 
hey  deemed  important. 

On  examining  the  documents  before  the  House, 
he  injuries,  the  insults,  the  barbarities,  which  are 
aentioned  by  the  President  in  general  terms,  will 
»e  seen  to  have  been  too  fully  realized  in  detail, 
f ou  have  decisive  proof  of  the  atrocious  practices 
Q  the  West  Indies.  Permit  me  to  turn  your  at- 
ention  but  to  a  single  page  of  the  oflBcial  doou- 
aents.  In  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  June,  1805,  from 
dr.  Blakely,  our  Consul  at  St.  Jago,  in  Cuba,  we 
lave  this  information:  "Since  the  last  evacuation 
of  Hispaniola,  more  than  one  thousand  American 
seamen  have  been  landed  in  this  port,  most  of 
them  without  clothes,  and  all  of  them  without 
any  possible  means  of  support,  but  such  as  they 
receive  from  their  own  Government."  In  an- 
ther letter  of  the  1st  of  July,  1805,  he  speaks  in 
hese  terms:  "  The  scene  of  robbery,  destruction, 
evasion,  perjury,  cruelty,  and  insult,  to  which 
the  Americans,  captured  by  French  pirates,  and 
brought  into  this  and  the  adjacent  ports,  nave 
been  subjected,  perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in 
a  century  past."  Shall  these  sufferings  of  our 
ountrymen  be  disregarded,  because  the  seamen 
lerhaps  were  not  employed  by  capitalists  engaged 
Q  a  trade  carried  on  in  distant  seas,  in  Europe  or 
Vsia?  Is  all  the  philanthropic  sensibility  which 
las  been  professed  in  debate  to  be  confined  exclu- 
ively  to  seamen  impressed  into  British  service? 
Some  portion  of  it,  I  hope,  will  yet  be  found  for 
)ur  own  countrymen  in  tne  West  Indies,  captured, 
obbed  of  their  property,  loaded  with  indignities, 
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and  abandoned,  in  a  sickly  climate,  in  a  strange 
land,  without  shelter,  without  clothing,  and  with- 
out means  of  subsistence.  What  can  justify  a 
desertion  of  the  cause  of  our  fellow-citizens  suf« 
fering  under  these  infamous  outrages?  With 
these  observations  respecting  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  and  the  suflerings  or  our  seamen 
in  the  West  Indies,  I  leave  the  subject  for  the. 
present  to  the  reflections  of  gentlemen.  It  is  my 
mtention  at  this  time  to  advert  more  particularly 
to  the  conduct  of  belligerent  cruisers  near  our 
ports  and  on  our  coasts. 

Of  the  violations  of  our  neutral  rights  by  these 
cruisers,  one  of  the  most  memorable  cases  has 
been  stated  in  a  memorial  from  South  Carolina. 
On  casting  an  eye  over  the  memorial,  I  find  it 
supported  ov  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
South  Carolina  Insurance  Companjr,  with  a  long 
list  of  names,  which,  as  I  am  well  informed,  are 
among  the  most  respectable  in  Charleston,  com« 
prehending  merchants,  and  planters,  and  profes- 
sional gentlemen.  Without  stating  the  whole  of 
the  memorial,  I  will  now  mention  only  certain 
parts  of  it  as  being  more  immediately  applicable. 
This  is  the  language : 

"  Your  memorialists  are  deeply  afiected  by  the  recent 
capture,  at  the  very  ratrance  of  this  port,  of  the  Ameri- 
can ship  Two  Friends,  by  a  French  privateer.  Thi» 
event  has  excited  among  all  classes  of  citizens,  the. 
strongest  sensations,  not  only  because  the  ship  was 
captured  without  any  color  of  pretence,  within  sight 
of  land,  but  because  she  is  our  only  regular  London 
trader,  and  had  on  board  a  full  supply  of  spring  and 
summer  goods. 

*^Thi8  most  extraordinary  o^tnre  has  already  been 
followed  by  events  no  less  alarming ;  our  harbor  being 
at  this  moment  completely  blockaded  by  three  French 
priTateers. 

"  These  just  alarms  and  apprehensions  of  your  me- 
morialists are  heightened  by  the  well  known  circum- 
stance of  many  of  the  cruisers  which  infest  our  shores 
belonging  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  and  Barracoa ;  in  which 
receptacles,  our  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  of  Cuba,  are  instantly 
sold,  without  any  condemnation  whatever,  or  even  the 
formality  of  a  trial,  thereby  precluding  every  future 
possibility  of  redress. 

**  Your  memorialislB  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion 
to  notice  a  late  decision  of  the  district  court  within 
this  State,  grounded  on  an  act  of  Congress,  whereby 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  is  lim- 
ited to  the  short  distance  of  three  miles,  or  a  marine 
league,  fnm  the  coasts  or  shores,  which,  by  the  said 
court,  is  construed  to  mean  three  miles  from  the  land ; 
consequently,  the  middle  diannel  of  our  bar«  being 
more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  land,  ia 
pronounced  by  judicial  authority  to  be  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  the  very  entrance  of 
our  harbor,  in  full  sight  of  the  city,  where  vessels  are 
frequently  obliged  to  anchor,  while  waiting  for  a  tide, 
and  with  a  pilot  on  board,  is,  by  our  own  tribunals,  ac- 
knowledged to  be  without  the  protection  of  our  Gov- 
ernment." 

The  seizures  of  merchant  vessels  on  our  c«>a8t| 
and  near  our  ports,  are  mentioned  in  memoriala 
from  other  ports  of  the  Union.  We  have  before 
us  cotpplai^ta  on  this  subject  from  Baltimqr^ 
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Philadelphia,  New  York,  New  Haveo,  aod  Salem. 
Indeed,  the  conduct  of  belligerent  cruisers,  in  the 
tracts  of  sea  adjacent  to  our  territories,  has  been  a 
subject  of  general  condemnation.  Persons  who 
have  differed  on  other  topics  have  agreed  on  this. 
This  sentiment  has  been  common  to  people  of  dif- 
ferent professions,  and  classes,  and  parties.  The 
main  facts  are  notorious.  Near  our  ports,  within 
the  recesses  of  our  coast,  almost  witnin  our  har- 
bors, beilieereot  cruisers  have  watched  for  oppor- 
tunities of  seizing  merchant  vessels  employed  in 
the  trade  of  this  country.  Need  I  mention  the 
indignation  excited  by  the  blockade  of  New  York. 
The  interruption  of  the  commerce  of  that  great 
port  is  well  Known.  British  vessels  of  war  were 
stationed  off  Sandy  Hook.  Among  them,  I  re- 
member the  names  of  the  Leander,  the  Cambrian, 
the  Driver;  there  may  have  been  others,  which  1 
do  not  recollect;  but  such  particulars  are  not  of 
consequence  in  the  present  estimate;  the  general 
fact  is  sufficient.  By  taking  such  stations,  belli- 
gerent cruisers  have  been  able  to  seize  our  mer- 
chant vessels  on  the  return  voyage  aod  carry  them 
in  for  adjudication,  under  pretext  of  being  em- 
ployed in  trading  directly  between  the  parent 
country  and  a  colony  of  the  enemy,  or  of  having 
violated,  in  the  outward  voyage,  some  regulation 
respecting  contraband  or  blockade.  Millions  of 
property  have  thus  been  exposed  to  seizure,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  added  to  the  cominer- 
•ciaT  stock  of  our  country,  and  swelled  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.  Such  stations,  too,  have  afforded 
opportunities  for  the  impressment  of  seamen. 

With  respect  to  these  outrages^  sir,  1  will  not 
fatigue  you  by  professions  of  patriotism ;  nor  will 
I  invoke  the  spirit  of  1776;  nor  will  I  declaim 
about  our  Revolution,  or  about  our  right  to  na- 
tional independence.  Such  observations  have  no 
specific  bearing  on  the  subject.    In  whatever  de- 

See  it  may  have  become  fashionable  to  occupy 
e  time  oi  the  House  in  this  manner,  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  supposed  to  manifest  any  want  of  re- 
spect to  the  understandings  of  the  House,  if  I 
attend  to  considerations  more  directly  applicable 
to  some  practical  purpose. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
causes  of  these  outrages,  with  the  view  of  providing 
some  effectual  remedy.  One  general  cause  is  to 
be  found  in  the  habitual  rapacity  of  those  who 
cruise  under  the  belligerent  flags.  But  we  must 
expect  the  rapacity  to  exist,  whatever  we  may  say 
about  justice  or  generosity.  The  men  who  roam 
the  seas  in  quest  of  prey,  will  not  be  deterred  from 
rapine  and  violence  by  general  declamations  about 
the  principles  of  virtue  or  the  rights  of  neutrality, 
while  they  can  seize  their  object  with  ease  and 
impunity.  Adopt  means  of  prevention,  which 
cut  off  their  hopes  of  success  I  These  will  be 
found  more  effectual  than  any  vague  professions 
of  patriotism. 

There  is  another  cause — the  defective  nature 
of  the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  This 
we  may  reform,  unless  restrained  by  some 
of  the  duties  of  neutrality.  In  June  1794,  was 
passed  *'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun- 
uhment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 


Slates.**    You  will  find  it  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  laws.    Originally  the  act  was  temporary ;  but^ 
after  being  once  continued  in  force  for  a  further 
term,  it  was  ultimately  made  permanent,  by  ao  act 
passed  in  the  year  1800.    By  the  sixth  seciioo  it 
is  provided,  that  the  district  courts  shall  uke  cog- 
nizance of  complaints,  by  whomsoever  instiicted, 
in  cases  of  captures  made  within  the  ivaters  of  the 
United  States,  or  within  a  marine  leagoe  of  the 
coasts  or  shores  thereof.     The   coropreheBsive 
form  of  expression  assigns  to  the  di&^trict  coons 
the  cognizance  of  libels  for  damages,  in  cases  of 
capture,  as  well  as  of  libels  for  restitution.    Before 
this  act  was  passed,  a    question   had    existed, 
whether  the  district  courts,  as  courts  of  admi- 
ralty, were  authorized    to  take    cognizance  of 
such  complaints,  even  where  the  capiared  prop- 
erty was  within  a  port  of  the   United  Siates, 
and  nothing  more  than  restitution  was  the  object 
of  the  complaint.    The  fact  may  be  ascertained  biy 
recurring  to  the  State  papers  of  the  time.    I  pre- 
sume, sir,  it  is  well  recollected  by  yourself.    The 
act  oi  June,  1793,  terminated  the  question  abont 
the  judicial  cognizance  of  sucb  cases^  bat  by  its 
very  terms  did  not  permit  the  district   cooru  to 
extend  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  from  the  shore  to 
a  sreater  distance  than  a  marine  league. 

In  the  case  decided  in  South  Carolina,  and  oo- 
ticed  in  the  memorial  from  Charleston,  it  woold 
seem,  that  a  considerable  dissatisfaction  had  bern 
felt  in  consequence  of  the  opinion,  judicially  girea 
by  the  district  judge:  and,  if  my  recollectiua  is 
not  fallacious,  some  censorious  remarks  were  pab- 
lished  in  a  paper  or  papers  of  the  day.  That  se- 
rious discontent  should  exist  when  the  very  en- 
trance of  such  a  harbor  as  that  of  Cbariestoa 
was  officially  pronounced  to  be  without  the  vei;ge 
of  territorial  protection,  ought  not  to  excite  sor- 
prise  in  any  reflecting  mind.  There  was  serioos 
cause  for  inquietude.  But,  if  I  understand  that 
case,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  my 
opinion,  that  in  his  construction  of  the  law,  which 
marked  the  extent  of  his  authority,  the  decisioa 
of  the  district  judge  was  correct.  And,  instead 
of  censuring,  wc  ou^ht  to  approbate  and  bold  ia 
honor  that  spirit  of  judicial  independence  which 
pronounces  sentence  according  to  the  existing  law, 
however  unacceptable  may  be  the  result  even  to 
persons  worthy  of  high  estimation.  If  no  relief 
IS  provided  for  cases  of  this  nature,  the  fault  is  not 
in  the  district  judge,  but  in  the  existing  law.  The 
evil  is  one  for  which  we  have  the  power  to  au- 
thorize a  remedy.  It  belongs  not  to  any  judge 
or  court  of  the  United  States  under  the  lavas 
now  existing;  and,  while  no  other  provision  it 
made  by  Congress  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  the 
territorial  protection  of  the  United  States,  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  the  President  will  assume  the 
responsibility  of  attempting  to  enforce  any  exten- 
sion of  the  principle  in  any  case  whatever  beyond 
a  marine  league  from  the  shore. 

Does  our  duty,  as  a  neutral  Power,  require  us 
to  submit  to  this  limitation  in  all  cases  ?  Accord- 
ing  to  my  apprehension  of  the  subject,  the  act  of 
June^  1794,  ought  to  be  considered  as  defining  the 
limits  within  which  this  country  would  assume 
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the  natiooal  doty  of  protecting  the  interests  of 
afl  in  friendship  with  us.  It  assumes  a  public  ob- 
ligation in  favor  of  foreigners  as  well  as  citizens : 
but  the  extent  of  that  obligation  is  not  the  whole 
extent  of  privilege  which  we  may  claim  for  our 
own  national  interest  and  security,  for  the  safe- 
^ard  of  our  commerce,  and  the  supply  of  our 
Treasury. 

Among  the  documents  laid  before  Congress,  I 
find  a  letter,  of  the  5th  of  January,  1804,  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  in  this,  there 
is  a  reference  to  the  British  extension  of  territorial 
jurisdiction  to  four  leagues  from  the  shore.  The 
Secretary  observes :  "  This  extension  of  the  Bri- 
'  tish  law  to  four  leagues  from  the  shore  is  infer- 

*  red  from  an  act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 

*  year  1736.''    The  fact  of  this  British  extension 
of  jurisdiction,  I  believe  to  be  unquestionable. 
According  to  the  view  which  I  have  entertained 
of  the  subject,  a  jurisdiction  to  this  extent  is  le- 
gally established  U)r  purposes  of  revenue,  and  not 
on  account  of  any  supposed  claim  to  the  honors 
of  the  flag  within  the  ^* narrow  seas."    One  thing 
at  least  is  certain.    A  like  extension  of  jurisdiction 
is  established  on  the  part  of  a  country  whose  Qov- 
ernment  makes  no  high  claim  to  honors  of  the 
flag  -within  any  seas  contiguous  to  the  territory. 
Allow  me,  sir,  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
Connate.    By  the  ninety-ninth  section,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue  cutters  are  required  to  go  on 
board  of  all  ships  or  vessels,  which  shall  arrive 
within  four  leagues  of  the  coast,  if  bound  for  the 
United  States,  to  search  and  examine  the  same; 
and  toaffixand  putproperfasteningson  the  hatches, 
and  to  remain  on  board  until  they  arrive  at  the 
place  of  destination.  The  102d  section  requires  the 
revenue  cutters  and  boats  to  be  distinguished  by 
a  characteristic  ensign  and  pennant;  and  in  case 
any  »hip  or  vessel  liable  to  examination  shall 
not  bring  to.  on  being  required  or  chased  by  any 
cutter  or  boat  having  displayed  the  pennant  and 
ensign  prescribed  for  vessels  in  the  revenue  ser- 
vice, it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  persons  having 
command  of  such  cutter  or  boat  to  fire  at  or  into 
such  vessels  which  shall  not  bring  to,  after  such 
pennant  and  ensi^^n  shall  be  hoisted,  and  a  gun 
shall  have  been  fired  by  such  cutter  or  boat  as  a 
signal.    Here  we  see  a  jurisdiction  asserted  by 
the  United  States  to  the  distance  of  four  leagues 
from  the  coast.    It  is  exercised  for  the  protection 
of  the  national  revenue.    Officers  in  tne  imme- 
diate service  of  the'  Qovernment,  with  a  body  of 
men  constantly  paid  and  supported  out  of  the 
products  of  the  customs,  are  employed  to  enforce 
the  law,  and  are  armed  with  a  power  to  wound 
or  kill    those   who    refuse   to  conform.      Mer- 
chant vessels  bound  to  the  United  States,  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coast,  are  to  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  public  officers,  who  are  to  remain 
on  board  until  the  arrival  in  port.     While  the 
vessel  is  thus  under  the  charee  or  the  officer,  within 
the  actual  jurisdiction  of  tne  United  States,  will 
yuu  permit  a  foreign  cruiser,  within  this  space  of 
sea,  to  bid  defiance  to  your  law.  to  seize  the  vessel 
With  your  officer  on  lloardj  ana  proceed  with  jes^ 


sel  and  cargo  and  officer  to  a  foreign  port  for  ad- 
judication? 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  French 
revolutionary  warfare,  the  captures  made  by  bel- 
ligerent cruisers  gave  rise  to  inquiries  with  re- 
spect to  the  extent  of  the  protective  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States.  Amidst  all  the  political 
agitations  of  the  time,  it  4>ecame  the  duty  of  the 
Admiofstration  to  fix  on  some  rule  for  preventing 
the  disturbance  of  our  public  peace  oy  foreign 
hostilities.  Under  the  existing  circumstances,  it 
was  determined  to  restrict  the  exercise  of  the  au- 
thoritv  of  the  United  States,  for  that  time,  to  thew 
least  distance  claimed  on  the  coasts  of  any  nation 
in  any  case.  That  this  was  the  fact,  may  be 
seen  by  examining  the  papers  laid  before  Uon- 
gress  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  near 
the  close  of  the  year  1793. 

With  respect  to  the  right  of  territorial  protec- 
tion along  the  coasts  of  a  neutral  Power,  the  gen- 
eral principle  is  clear.  Questions  have  been 
made  about  its  extent.  The  right  to  a  r^fasooable 
distance  is  admittted.  But  this  does  not  distinctly 
solve  the  difficulty.  What  is  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance? 

If  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  nature  of  our  coasts, 
and  to  our  distance  from  all  the  nations  of  the 
civilized  world,  the  general  principle  would  allow 
to  the  United  States  an  ample  extension  of  the 
territorial  immunity  from  hostilities.  A  right  of 
protective  jurisdiction  over  some  portion  of  ad- 
jacent sea  is  founded  in  the  general  right  of  a 
neutral  Power  to  provide  for  the  common  safety, 
prosperity,  and  tran(juillity.  It  b  essential  to  the 
neutral  character  of  a  country.  It  results  from 
the  principles  of  the  great  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion. It  IS  a  necessary  attribute  of  territorial 
sovereignty.  With  respect  to  the  practical  exer- 
cise of  this  right,  different  distances  from  the  shore 
are  mentioned  by  writers  on  public  law.  Where 
the  coast  is  prominent,  as  well  as  free  from  shoals, 
the  least  distance  towards  the  main  ocean  is  the 
full  range  of  a  bomb  or  cannon  shot,  estimated  at 
three  geographical  miles^  cr  a  marine  league.  Au- 
thorities might  be  mentioned  in  support  of  other 
distances;  two  leagues — three  leagues — the  dis- 
tance at  which  ships  may  be  dhscuvered.  and 
from  which  ships  may  discern  the  land — the  ex- 
tent of  soundings,  unle:$s  the  coast  be  so  steep  that 
soundings  cannot  be  found  near  the  land,  in  which 
case  the  measure  is  the  reach  of  a  cannon  shot 
supposed  to  be  fired  from  the  shore.  This  opin- 
ion was  entertained  by  Valin,  the  celebrated  com- 
mentator on  the  marine  ordinance  of  France. 
With  respect  to  the  United  States,  the  idea  has 
occurred  of  extending  the  protection  as  far  as  the 
Gulf  Stream.  From  the  President's  communi- 
cation at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  it 
would  seem  as  if  he  had  some  view  of  this  in 
equipping  a  furce  to  cruise  for  pirates  within  the 
limits  of  the  Quit  Stream  and  to  bring  them  in 
fur  trial. 

Amidst  all  the  variety  of  authorities  and  opin- 
ions on  this  subject,  the  general  principle  is  not 
in  dispute.  And  it  is  certain,  that  the  benefit  of 
the  principle  cannot  be  equally  enjoyed  if  any 
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specific  measure  be  assumed  for  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritorial protection  in  all  cases.  In  a  case  where 
the  coast  is  prominent,  where  the  passage  into  the 
harbor  is  free  from  obstructions  or  hazard,  and 
where  the  harbor  is  so  situated  that  a  vessel  may 
be  in  port  instantly  on  quitting  the  open  space  of 
the  main  ocean,  the  distance  of  a  marine  league 
from  the  shore  may  afford  ample  immunity  to  the 
navigation  of  such  neutral  port.  But  the  case  is 
materially  different  where  the  entrance  of  a  harbor 
is  rendered  difficult  or  hazardous,  in  consequence 
of  bars  or  shoals  or  other  causes,  where  the  prin- 
ciple of  safety  requires  vessels  enployed  in  the 
tk-ade  of  the  port  to  remain  for  any  time  in  a  road 
or  place  of  anchorage  at  a  greater  distance  than  a 
league  from  the  shore,  and  to  wait  for  the  wind 
or  tide,  or  pilot,  or  daylight,  or  clear  weather — in 
any  such  case,  if  the  marine  league  is  to  be  the 
uniform  measure  of  territorial  protection,  the  prin- 
ciple would  be  sacrificed  to  the  particular  rule ; 
whereas  every  rule  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  sub- 
servient to  the  principle.  Another  distinction  is 
to  be  made  with  respect  to  ports  and  harbors  sit- 
uate in  curvatures  or  recesses  of  the  coasts,  more 
than  a  league  from  the  open  space  of  the  main 
ocean  ;  any  specific  distance  from  shore,  if  made 
the  uniform  measure  of  protection,  will  not  allow 
to  them  the  degree  of  maritime  security  which 
they  mi^ht  fairly  claim  in  comparison  witn  others. 
In  principle,  sir,  the  rule  of  a  marine  league  or 
any  other  precise  measure,  is  applicable  to  coasts 
not  curved,  or  to  the  prominent  portions  of  coast. 
Places  of  anchorage,  s.uch  as  I  nave  mentioned, 
whether  called  roads  or  roadsteads,  or  however  de- 
nominated, are  to  be  regarded  as  appendages  of 
particular  ports,  and  as  such  are  within  the  pro- 
tective jurisdiction  of  the  country  to  which  they 
■belong. 

In  considering,  therefore,  the  protective  juris- 
diction of  a  neutral  Power,  as  a  privilege  which 
may  rightfully  be  claimed  for  securing  the  inte- 
rests of  its  commerce  and  revenue,  the  principle 
admits  an  extension  to  various  distances  from 
shore,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  coasts,  as  di- 
versified by  shoals,  bars,  curvatures,  recesses,  head- 
lands, or  small  islands. 

This,  in  effect,  agrees  with  the  opinions  of  writ- 
ers on  public  law,  in  relation  to  the  neutral  immu- 
nities of  havens,  roads,  gulfs,  or  bays. 

In  sui)port  of  the  sentiments  now  suggested  on 
this  subject,  I  do  not  rely  merely  on  the  abstract 
principle  of  right,  or  the  opinions  of  writers  on 

flublic  law.  In  national  usage,  it  is  already  estab- 
ished,  ^Hhat  in  places  where  the  land,  by  its  curve, 
*  forms  a  bay  or  gulf,  we  must  suppose  a  line  to 
'  be  drawn  from  one  point  of  the  enclosing  land  to 
'  the  other,  or  alon?  the  small  islands  which  extend 
<  beyond  the  headlands  of  the  bay,  and  that  the 
'  whole  of  this  bay  or  gulf  is  to  be  considered  as 
^  territorial  sea,"  The  principle  has  been  clearly 
recognised  in  the  practice  of  tne  predominant  ma- 
ritime Power  in  Europe.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
acted  uiK)n  in  England.  Two  centuries  have 
passed  since  it  was  unquestionably  holden  as  a 
rule  of  conduct  in  that  country.  The  tracts  of  sea 
"Within  the  recesses  of  the  coasts  are^distinguished 


by  an  appropriate  denomination  ;  they  are  called 
the  chambers.  A  particular  statemeaiof  them  was 
returned  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the 
year  1604. 

In  modern  times,  it  has  not  been  usual  for  Eng- 
land to  remain  neutral  during  maritime  wais  m 
Europe.    But  in  the  seventeenth  centory  there 
was  a  period  of  such  neutrality ;  when  vanoas  re- 
ports were  made  to  the  King  in  Council,  with  re- 
spect to  alleged  violations  of  the  immunities  of 
having  roads,  or  chambers.    They  are  to  be  fonsd 
in  the  works  of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins.     I  will  not 
detain  you  at  this  time  by  reading  those  reports  j 
as  the  uw  of  the  English  admiralty^  on  this  sub- 
ject is  distinctly  stated  in  a  charge  *^iven  at  the 
admiralty  sessions,  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty.    I  will  read 
those  parts  of  the  charge  to  which  I  refer.     After 
speaking  of  the  claim  to  the  honors  of  the  £bg 
upon  the  four  seas,  he  says: 

''  The  next  thing  is  the  right  of  sanctaaiy  and  safe 
conduct,  which  the  King  hath,  time  out  of  mind,  exo^ 
dsed,  not  only  in  its  harbors  and  ports,  bat  espedaUy 
in  his  chambers,  that  is  in  those  tracls  of  sea  whadk 
are  between  some  of  the  most  eminent  promontorieB  or 
points  of  land,  a  straight  imaginary  line  being  dnwa 
between  them;  for  instance,  between  PlambaatHigli 
Head  and  the  8pom,  between  the  North  Foreland  and 
the  South  Foreland,  between  Portland  and  tke  Start, 
between  the  Land's  End  and  Milford ;  theae  ckamJhefs 
being  so  reputed  time  out  of  mind,  and  so  retumed  ia 
the  year  1604,  about  seventy  years  ago,  bj  jutors  upon 
their  oath,  to  the  court  of  admiralty. 

'^You  are  therefore  to  inquire  if  any  n»en  of  wv, 
under  foreign  commissions  from  any  of  the  paities  nam 
in  war,  do  lie  hovering  near  any  of  His  Majeaty^spofts, 
havens,  or  harbors,  or  diulking  within  any  of  those  places 
called  the  King's  chambers,  in  order  to  snxpriee  raer* 
chant  ships  belonging  to  the  King's  friends  azid  aUiei, 
and  to  snap  them  as  they  are  coming  or  going  oat  of 
our  ports.  Ton  are  to  present  such,  if  jon  know  any ; 
and  the  King's  Majesty  is  to  be  informed  of  it  out  of  iit 
records  and  presentments  of  this  court ;  that  thej  may 
be  seized  and  arrested,  if  they  be  driven  or  do  come  in, 
or  else  may  be  fetched  in  by  His  Majesty's  ships,  and 
punished,  as  wilful  violators  of  the  treaties  His  Msjesiy 
hath  with  his  neighbors,  and  as  malicious  distiufoos  k 
our  trade." 

This  authority  is  full  and  decisive.     Possibly  it 
may  be  questioned,  as  being  of  ancient  date.  Howis 
the  case  in  modern  times  ?    To  prove,  sir,  that  the 
same  principle  prevails,  and  is  practicaUy  recog- 
nised as  a  rule  of  public  law  within  the  present 
ceutury,  I  may  appleal  to  the  authority  of  a  person 
distinguished  for  judicial  talent  and  eloquence, 
and  celebrated  by  his  countrymen  as  the  orade  of 
maritime  law  in  Europe :  it  is  the  authonty  of 
Sir  William  Scott,  the  present  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  Great  Britain.     The  prin- 
ciple was  brought  mto  view  in  a  case  before  him 
in  the  year  1801.    The  case  arose  on  a  captore 
made  by  a  detachment  from  a  British  squadron 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam.    The 
vessel  was  proceeded  against  for  breach  of  bloclL* 
ade.    It  was  claimed  as  having  been  taken  w^ithia 
the  territorial  protection  of  Prussia,  then  a  neutral 
Power ;  and  tne  claim  was  given  under  authority 
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of  the  Prussian  Minister.  On  the  part  of  the  cap- 
tors it  was  denied  that  the  vessel  was  so  taken. 
Sir  William  Scott  held  the  claim  not  to  be  es- 
tablished. In  speaking  of  the  place  of  capture,  he 
refers  to  the  principle  respecting  maritime  cham- 
bers, as  being  perfectly  understood  and  admitted. 
Witn  respect  to  the  place,  he  says,  ^  it  is  ouite  open 

*  and  patent  to  the  sea;  there  are  no  headlands  that 

*  shoot  beyond  so  as  to  make  what  are  called  cham- 
'  hers ;  no  shores  projecting  extra.'' 

After  a  principle  of  public  law  has  been  so  fully 
recogDised  in  practice,  on  the  part  of  the  bellige- 
rent Power  which  now  holds  the  decided  superi- 
ority on  the  ocean,  I  think,  sir,  We  may  fairly  claim 
the  benefit  of  it  for  our  country  against  the  cruisers 
of  that  and  every  other  maritime  Power. 

On  this  subject,  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood. Immunity  from  hostilities  may  be  claimed 
to  the  distance  of  a  marine  league  from  shore,  in 
any  case,  however  bold  or  prominent  the  coast. 
To  this  the  district  courts  have  cognizance  of  com- 
plaints. Beyond  this,  it  is  at  our  option  to  extend 
protection  along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States, 
over  the  roads  or  places  of  anchorage,  and  over 
the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  principal  headlands. 
This  is  a  privilege  appertaining  to  our  territorial 
Bovereigntj.  It  may  be  exercised  without  infrin- 
l^ing  the  rights  of  any  belligerent  Power :  it  is  ev- 
idently for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

To  enjoy  this  benefit,  some  legislative  provision 
is  requisite;  there  must  be  some  amendment  of 
the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  Without 
altering  the  act  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  dis- 
trict courts,  perhaps  the  main  object  might  be  at- 
tained by  vesting  a  discretionary  authority  in  some 
of  the  departments  of  Oovernment.  It  has  been 
supposed  that  the  repetition  of  outrages,  such  as 
have  lately  been  experienced  near  our  ports  and 
on  our  coasts,  might  be  essentially  checked,  if  not 
vvhoUy  prevented,  by  givite  effect  to  some  le|^is- 
lative  provision,  which  would  require  no  addition 
to  the  national  expenditure,  no  augmentation  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  beyond  what 
nay  be  judged  proper  for  a  Peace  Bstaolishment. 
The  Executive  might  have  a  discretionary  author- 
ty  to  be  e^^ercised  for  the  safej^uard  of  merchant 
ressels  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
ind  for  this  purpose  might  be  empowered  to  inter- 
net captures  within  the  roads  or  spaces  and  pre- 
cincts which  have  been  mentioned. 

Whether  these  sentiments  are  approved  in  their 
lull  extent  or  not,  the  House,  I  trust,  will  have  no 
lesitation  in  agreeing,  that  the  subject  is  of  such 
mportaneeas  to  deserve  the  examination  ofacom- 
nittee,  who  may  present  some  provision  in  a  de- 
:ailed  form.  For  the  purpose  of  having  this  ex- 
amination, I  propose  that  the  following  resolution 
>e  adopted  by  the  House  : 

Resolvedt  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 

*  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
;ed  States  as  relates  to  aggressions  committed  on  our 
coasts  by  foreign  armed  vessels,  to  the  defence  of  our 
joTia  and  harbors,  the  buHdingof  seventy-fonr-gun  ships, 
ind  preventing  the  exportation  of  aims  and  ammnni- 
uon/^  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
dding by  law  for  the  further  iaftguard  of  merchant 


sals  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States,  and  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Carried  without  division. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  *^Act  regulating  the  s^rants  of  land, 
an^  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  ot  Tennessee." 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time — 

Mr.  R.  Nblson  said,  he  should  not,  on  this  oc- 
casion, ^o  into  an  examination  of  the  principles 
of  the  bilL  as  they  were  well  understood  by  the 
House.  They  went  to  practise  one  of  the  gross- 
est impositions  he  had  ever  known.  In  order  to 
get  rid  of  what  he  considered  a  stkin  on  the  stat- 
ute book,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  nation,  he  moved 
that  the  Dili  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  from  the 
Chair,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  ?" 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lbib,  it  was  determined 
to  take  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Kellt  saidj  it  had  been  remarked  that  the 
principles  of  the  bill  were  well  understood  by  all 
the  members  of  the  House.  He  could  only  an- 
swer for  himself,  that  he  was  not  well  acquainted 
with  those  principles.  The  subject  had  been,  it 
is  true,  discussed  in  a  former  Congress ;  but  he 
had  not  tlfen  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  the  floor. 
He  had,  in  truth,  formed  no  decided  opinion  on 
the  subject.  He  was  not,  therefore,  at  present 
prepared  to  vote  for  rejecting  the  bill.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  suffered  to  take  the  common  course  of 
other  bills,  the  more  particularly  as  it  had  receiv- 
ed^ the  approbation  ot  the  other  branch  ofthe  Le- 
jrislature,  which  ought  to  be  treated  with  becom- 
ing respect.  He  trusted  a  short  postponement  of 
the  bin  would  take  place,  and  that  its  merits 
would  then  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Clark  observed  that  if  gentlemen  attend- 
ed to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  every  mind  would 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  rejecting  it ;  a  similar 
bill  to  which  would  not,  he  believed,  be  found 
upon  the  records  of  any  body  ;  a  bill  which  had 
no  specific  object.  He  did  not  know  which  most 
to  admire,  its  insidious  tendency  or  its  absurdity. 
It  declares: 

**  That,  if,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Januanr  next, 
such  sufficient  releases  as  aforesaid  shall  be  lodged  in 
the  said  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  shall  re- 
lease to  the  United  States  and  shall  discharge  all  claims 
to  the  said  lands,  which  have  been  exhiUted  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  or  which 
may  be  exhibited  and  recorded  agreeably  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act.  Congress  will  make  provision  by  law 
for  the  indemnifieation  of  such  claimants." 

What  is  the  bill  for  ?  What  is  its  object  ?  It 
only  enables  Congress  hereafter  to  pass  a  law ;  it 
only  declares  that,  on  the  event  of  certain  things 
happening.  Congress  will  pass  a  law.  But  wul 
this  obliffe  Congress  to  pAss  a  law?  Do  your 
seven  volumes  of  laws  furnish  a  sins^le  instance 
of  Congress  declaring  that  they  will  hereafter 
pass  a  law? 
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Again:  The  first  section  declares  that.  **a  law 
shall  not  be  passed,  except  in  case  of  a  sufficient 
legal  release  of  all  claims  to  the  United  States." 
NoW|  there  may  be  infants,  feme  coverts,  and  per- 
sons insane,  who  cannot  make  such  release.  How, 
then,  is  it  fiossible  for  this  provision  of  the  law  to 
be  carried  into  effect  ?    Shall  the  rights  of  these 

Persons  remain  unprovided  for  ?  1  see,  said  Mr. 
),j  no  other  view  in  the  passage  of  this  bill  than 
this.  Those  who  have  framea  it  are  afraid  to  face 
the  question ;  they  are  ashamed  to  meet  it.  This 
is  nothing  more  than  an  entering  wedge,  to 
strengthen  the  force  of  the  claims,  by  getting  the 
Government  to  pledge  itself  to  certain  acts. 
These  men  will  then  soon  tell  you,  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  record  their  claims;  that  their 
agents  have  been  obliged  to  attend  your  Depart- 
ments, to  receive  propositions  of  compromise.  Let 
this  act  pass,  and  you  will  add  an  ounce,  a  penny- 
weight, to  the  weight  of  that  testimony  by  which 
they  ultimately  expect  to  establish  their  claim. 
The  bill  in  itself  amounts  to  nothing.  But  pass 
it  even  in  this  harmless  form,  they  will  come  for- 
ward at  the  next  session,  and  say  you  are  pledged 
to  do  something.  There  can  be  no  other  view, 
in  this  bill,  and  it  is  a  view  which,  I  think,  it  be- 
comes the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  House  decis- 
ively to  reject. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  say  anything 
as  to  the  merits  of  this  bill.  He  rose  merely  to 
observe,  that  a  bill,  in  all  respects  similar,  nad 
been  on  their  tables  for  twenty  days.  He  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Greqo  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  stated,  in  some  measure,  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the 
bill.  The  bill  mt|st  be  considered  as  holding  out 
aome  encouragement  to  these  people.  He  had 
always  thought  it  best  to  meet  the  question  at 
once ;  for  which  purpose  he  had,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  brought  forward  a  resolution, 
which  he  had,  however,  been  so  unfortunate  as 
never  to  have  gotten  up.  He  hoped  this  bill  would 
be  rejected  ;  and,  if  the  bill  were  taken  up,  that  it 
would  be  on  the  resolution.  This  was  a  bill,  not 
makinff  any  provision,  but  only  telling  these  peo- 
ple to  bring  forward  their  claim. 

Mr.  Cook  hoped  the  question  would  not  be 
taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  heretofore  held 
seats  in  the  House,  are  not  adequate  so  instanta- 
neously to  judge  of  its  merits.  For  himself  he 
had  formed  no  decided  opinion.  He  was  willing 
to  give  his  vote  as  the  light  received  from  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  should  lead  him.  He 
was  against  precipitatini;  a  decision,  which  would 
not  be  treating  the  other  branch  with  proper 
decorum. 

Mr.  Spalding  called  for  the  reading  of  that 
rule  of  the  House,  which  prohibits  a  member  from 
voting  on  a  question  in  which  he  is  personally 
interested. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuoH  said  he  was  precisely  in 
the  situation  of  the  crentleman  from  I'cnnsylva- 
nia,  (Mr.  Kelly.)    He  had  never  investigated 


the  subject,  and  the  only  opinion  he  had  formed 
bad  been  on  prejudice.  Such  opinion  as  he  did 
entertain  was  hostile  to  the  Yazoo  claims;  bot 
he  was  against  precipiute  measures.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  the  further  considentioa 
of  the  bill  to  Monday. 

The  Speaker  declared   this  motion  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORouGH  said,  he^must  then  nqoest 
to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph. — I  hope  the  bill  vrill  be  re- 
jected. I  have  a  very  great  respect  for  a  faUaod 
fair  discussion  of  every  question  brought  befoie 
this  Assembly.  But  this  is  the  third,  and  1  do 
not  know  that  I  should  be  wrong  in  saying  it  is 
the  fourth  session  since  this  business  has  beta 
pending  before  Congress.  I  believe  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  has  been  printed  tvice, 
if  not  three  times,  for  the  information  of  mem- 
bers. This  bill,  we  are  told,  has  been  Uyiag 
twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But,  had  it  come  be 
fore  the  House  but  twenty  minutes  aso,  wheo  we 
advert  to  the  history  of  the  business.  I  am  willing 
and  anxious  to  give  it  a  positive  and  prompt  re- 
jection. My  memory  is  unfortunately  bad.  Ido 
not,  therefore,  recollect  when  this  subject,  sowdl 
denominated  the  Yazoo  subject,  was  first  brooght 
into  this  House.  I  know,  however,  it  was  sere- 
ral  sessions  ago,  and  I  recollect  that  it  was  attend- 
ed with  some  peculiar  circumstances.  I  recollect 
that,  important  as  the  subject  was.  the  discussioa 
was  smothered  at  the  outset ;  and  when  I  takeiato 
consideration  that  suppression  of  the  discnssoa, 
with  other  facts  in  m^  own  knowledge,  there  is  tbe 
strongest  prima  facie  evidence  that  it  was  de- 
signedly smothered.*    But  it  may  be  said  that  the 

*  This  unfounded  insinuation  has  been  sheady,  ons 
former  occasion,  abundantly  repelled.  W«  shall  tiesK 
it  on  this  occasion,  as  we  did  then,  by  a  repubUcaiMO 
of  the  foots  then  offer^  in  full  confidence  that  tbe 
public  opinion  will  be  just  and  unprejudioed.  Tbe  M- 
lowing  is  the  statement  which  was  then  ghren : 

**  At  the  last  session  of  Congresa  the  Georgia  daiais 
were  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Hoose  of  Re^n- 
sentatives  on  the  7th  day  of  Februaiy.     At  that  tiois 
tbe  editor  reported  the  debates,  and  was  at  hk  eeat 
The  discussion  which  took  place  was  extremely  desal- 
toiy  and  unimportant,  principally  involving   details, 
and  excluding  any  interesting  principle.    The  two  next 
days,  he  was  absent  from  the  House.     His  absence 
was  occasioned  by  a  severe  indisposition,  the  effect, 
probably,  of  excessive  occupation.     This  was  to  him, 
at  the  time,  cause  of  but  little  regret,  as  his  impreason 
was  that  the  discussion,  in   its  progress,  wonld  be 
equally  uninteresting.    He  had  not  the  least  idea  thai 
it  was  intended  to  contest  the  principles  of  compiamiae 
proposed  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners.    In  this 
he  was  mistaken.    It  so  happened  that,  on  these  two 
days,  those  principles  were  warmly  contested.    On  tbe 
last  day  of  the  debate,  he  attended ;  but  the  speeches 
delivered  being  altogether  replicatory  to  those  pievi* 
ously  pronounced,  he  did  not  report  them.    Coder- 
standing,  a  few  days  after,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  sev> 
eral  members  that  the  most  prominent  parts  of  the  de- 
bate shoald  be  given  to  the  public,  he  declared  his  vr3- 
lingness  to  publish  them,  provided  that  speeches  made 
on  both  sides  could  be  obtained,  that  the  report,  although 
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suppression  of  that  discussion  ought  to  render  it 
more  proper  to  discuss  the  bill  before  you.  Oo 
the  contrary,  the  act  of  suppression,  three  or  four 
years  ago,  drew  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the 
subject,  and  caused  the  report  of  the  Commi:$sion- 
ers  to  be  republished,  I  believe,  in  every  newspa- 
per in  America. 

Now,  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  this 
busineits,  after  having  received  the  attention  of 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  after  having 
been  slurred  over  by  the  other?  I  believe  it  would 
require  no  prophet  to  pronounce  on  the  event.  I 
have  heard  of  a  certain  machine,  which  always 
gains  and  never  loses — a  machine,  which  plain 
wagoners  call  a  sbuffliug  stick.  Every  step  it 
gets  up  bill  is  sure,  although  the  horse  be  restive, 
or  the  wai;on  be  loaded  too  heavily,  or  the  driver 
be  incapable — ^still  it  cannot  go  back  asain. 

I  am  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  another 
reason.  This  bill  may  be  called  the  Omejs^a,  the 
last  letter  of  the  political  alphabet ;  but,  with  me, 
it  is  the  Alpha ;  it  is  the  head  of  the  divisions 
among  the  republican  party  ;  it  is  the  secret  and 
covert  cause  of  the  whole.  This  is  the  subject 
which  has  been  shoved  off  from  day  to  day,  mere- 
ly that  we  might  eet  something  from  the  other 
Efouse,  where  its  friends  were  more  numerous. 
Yes,  a  union  has  been  formed  between  Cape  Ann 
and  Marblehead,  and  the  Rio  del  Norte,  a  union  of 
the  East  with  the  West,  which  makes  eentlemen 
mf»re  touchy  and  jealous  of  one  acre  ofthis  terri- 
tory than  of  all  the  real  land  of  the  United  States. 
This  has  been  seen,  and  the  nation  is  sold.  1 
say,  quo  ad  hos  or  Uloa,  the  nation  is  sold.    We 

imperfect,  might  be  impartial.    He  went  further,  and 
actually  applied  to  a  member  who  had  taken  a  conspic- 
uous part  in  the  debate  for  a  sketch  of  his  remarks,  j 
which  he  declined  giving. 

"  At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session,  the  debate 
was  resumed  on  Mr.  J.  'Randolph's  resolutions.  The 
whole  of  this  debate  was  g^ven  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, at  great  length.  On  recarring  to  a  file  of 
that  paper,  it  will  be  seen,  that  this  debate  occupies 
forty  columns ;  that  the  speeches  in  favor  of  the  claims 
fill  about  eleven,  while  those  against  the  claims  fill 
about  twenty-three  columns ;  that,  of  the  latter,  the 
speeches  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  about  eight  columns, 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Rodney  about  five,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Thomas  M.  Randolph  about  nine  columns ;  and  that 
of  the  former  the  only  speeches  of  considerable  length 
are  those  of  Mr.  Lyon,  occupying  about  six  columns, 
and  of  Mr.  Eustis,  occupying  about  two  columns. 

'*  So  far  from  there  having  been  the  least  indisposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  editor  to  give  publicity  to  every 
word  said  on  the  Georgia  claims,  it  has  been,  and  still 
is,  to  him,  cause  of  regret,  that  the  above  circumstan- 
ces occasioned  the  non-appearance  of  the  first  debate. 
He  has  no  interests,  no  prejudices,  or  biosses,  on  the 
subject,  other  than  those  which  flow  from  a  regard  to 
the  public  good. 

*  '*  These  are  the  facts  attending  this  affair,  They 
are  stated  to  remove  error,  and  to  show  that,  in  this 
instance,  as  in  every  other,  the  editor  has  been  guided 
by  principles  of  strict  impartiality  and  justice.  If  he 
knows  himself,  he  would  disdain  to  conduct  a  public 
print  upon  any  other  principles." — Editor  of  National 
intelligeneer. 


have  heard  of  this  thing  two  years  ago,  and  it  has 
come  to  pass.  No  prophets  so  true,  as  those  who 
have  the  means  to  bring  things  to  pass.  The 
Man  of  the  Mountain  is  the  truest  prophet  that 
ever  lived.  He  had  only  to  prophecy,  to  insure 
the  perdition  of  any  man. 

What  is  the  bill  on  which  this  House  is  called  to 
act  or  not  to  act?    If  the  gentleman  will  but  use 
half  the  intelligence  he  manifests  on  other  occa* 
sioos,  instead  of  asking  to  be  excused  from  giving 
a  vote,  he  will  vote  for  an  instantaneous  rejectioo- 
of  this  bill.    The  facts  are  simply  these:  That 
in  1794  and  1795,  a  project  was  set  on  foot  to  de- 
bauch and  corrupt  the  Legislature  of  Qeorgisi 
and  to  obtain  for  the  projectors  a  tract  of  coua- 
try  more  extensive  than  any  State  in  this  UnioOy 
and  more  fertile  than  most  of  them ;  that  tbia 
project  succeeded  ;  that  the  Legislature  of  Qeor- 
gia  was  bribed ;  that  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  to  be 
eaten  by  themselves,  they  transferred  the  birth- 
right of^  their  countrymen.    These  facts  are  in 
proof  to  the  House ;  and  instead  of  a  postpone- 
ment, gentlemen  who  want  information  have 
onlv  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  records  on  your 
table.    The  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the 
country  in  question,  embracing  at  the  least  forty 
millions  of  acres,  was  $500,000.    This  law  exci- 
ted, as  it  ought  to  have  excited,  in  the  people  of 
Georgia  one  general  sentiment  of  indignation. 
But  tne  corruption  had  pervaded  and  flooded  and 
overflowed  every  department  of  the  Government. 
Grants  were  made  out,  and  the  grantees  held  the 
parchment  in  their  hands.    The  people  of  Geor- 
gia resolved  to  resort  to  first  principles.    It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  corrupt  law  was  passed  la 
1795.    In  the  subsequent  Spring  the  grand  juries 
of  the  several  counties  maae  an  unanimous  pro- 
test against  its  passage ;  the  succeeding  Legisla- 
ture repealed  it,  burnt  the  parchment,  and  ex- 
posed iu  authors.    And  what  are  we  now  about 
to  do?^  Will  we,  after  followinjp  an  illustrious 
patriot  to  his  ^rave,  sully  the  fairest  page  in  his 
history  bv  giving  a  sanction  to  this  measure? 
The  people  will  say  you  are  mere  mummers,  act- 
ors that  put  on  fialse  garments  for  a  particular 
occasion,  and  the  moment  after  return  to  your 
original  insignificance.    The  law  was  burnt — it 
was  expunged  from  the  records  of  the  State,  and 
the  rescinding  act  incorporated  in  a  subsequent 
constitution  made  by  the  people.    But  the  grant- 
ees under  the  first  act — under  the  corrupt  act — 
had  their  post-horses  and  runners  ready,  who  flew 
to  the  East  aud  the  West,  the  North  and  the 
South,  and  made  sale  of  their  grants.    To  whom 
did  they  sell?    To  persons  apprized  of  the  origi- 
nal invalidity  of  the  act.    But  if  they  did  no^ 
does  that  change  the  question?    Who  are  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  ?    The  delegates  of  the 
people  of  Gkorgia.     Who  were  the  sovereigns  of 
the  several  State*  before  the  Revolution  ?    The 
representatives  of  the  Crown.    I  will  ask  you 
then  if  one  of  these  men  had  proceeded  to  give 
away  the  country,  whether  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  would  not  have  set  aside  the  srant  ?  They 
would.    Subsequently  to  this,  the  United  States 
received  from  the  State  of  Georgia  a  grant  of 
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the  country  in  question,  and  of  other  country  not 
in  question.  In  receiving  this  grant,  they  ac- 
knowledged the  validity  of  the  rescinding  act  of 
'Georgia.  The  United  States  when  ibe^r  received 
the  grant  were  apprized  of  the  preceding  trans- 
fers, and  the  acceptance  of  the  country  from  Geor- 
gia IS  unequivocal  evidence  of  their  opinion  that 
the  original  act  of  1795  was  null  and  void.  But 
in  a  country  so  extensive  as  this,  in  which  some 
^settlements  bad  been  previously  made  under  Brit- 
ish, Spanish,  and  other  grants,  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  than  those  of  1795,  it  will  be  readily  be- 
lieved there  were  many  antagonizing  claims  for 
land.  When,  therefore,  the  United  States-  re- 
ceived the  country  from  Georgia,  they  entered 
into  a  compact  with  Georgia,  or  obtained  permis- 
sion from  lier,  to  give  land  not  exceeding  five 
millions,  to  satisfy  claims  not  provided  for  m  the 
original  contract  with  her.  Now  the  bill  before 
you  proposes  to  give  thifi  land  as  far  as  it  goes, 
and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to 
that  particular  class  of  claimants  whose  preten- 
sions arise  under  the  act  of  1795.  These  claims, 
under  the  act  of  1795,  are  the  last  class  of  claims 
under  the  State  of  Georgia  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  United  States  are  bound  to  satisfy.  Tnere 
is  another  description  of  claims,  called  the  claims 
of  1789.  And  I  am  very  ^lad  the  claims  of  1789 
are  not  included  in  this  bill,  because  the  joint  in- 
terest of  the  two  classes  might  possibly  have  an 
effect  that  in  this  House  a  single  class  would  not. 
Well,  Congress  took  the  grant  of  country  in  ques- 
tion from  Georgia.  Thev  bound  themselves  to 
extinguish  tbe  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the 
existing  State  of  Georgia;  to  Georgia  they  stip- 
ulated to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  they 
reserved  tne  right  of  appropriating  a  quantity  of 
lands  not  exceraing  five  millions  of  acres  to  sat- 
isfy claims  not  speciallv  recognised  in  the  con- 
tract with  Georgia.  Tne  question  now  is,  as  I 
take  it,  whether  these  five  millions  shall  go  to 
satisfy  the  claims  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  if 
it  should  be  the  sense  of  the  House  that  the  bill 
includes  those  likewise  of  1789,  it  will  not  alter, 
in  my  opinion,  the  question. 

But  I  may  be  asked,  by  men  who  profess  not  to 
be  informea  on  this  subject,  what  is  this  act  of 
1789,  and  who  are  the  claimants  under  it,  and 
how  can  there  be  interfering  claims  for  the  same 
lands  ?  The  case  is  simply  this.  In  1789  two 
companies  were  formed,  under  the  names  of  tbe 
South  Carolina  and  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Compa- 
nies, who  contracted  for  a  great,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  country  afterwards  purchased  by  the 
claimants  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  Georgia 
alleges  that  they  did  not  comply  with  their  con- 
tract, and  that  it  was  therefore  set  aside,  and  the 
same  lands  subsequently  sold  under  the  act  of 
1795.  Be  it  remembered  that  the  purchasers  un- 
der the  act  of  1795  were  men  of  understanding, 
of  intelligence,  of  intrigue ;  designing  men ;  spec- 
ulators; not  bullies  but  swindlers ;  men  not  to  be 
imposed  on,  but  with  their  eyes  open.  They 
bought  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  equitable 
claims  of  1789.  When  I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean 
to  advocate  the  claims  of  1789.    When  put  to  the 


test,  one  description  of  claims  will  be  foond  as 
invalid  as  the  other.  But  to  whom  did  the  grant- 
ees under  the  act  of  1795  sell  ?  After  the  pre- 
sentments of  the  grand  juries— after  it  had  ru^ 
throughout  the  continent — that  the  wholewasiB 
imposition  of  corruption  and  fraud,  and  lAer 
there  was  every  reasoi  to  believe  they  vere  a^ 
quainted  with  all  the  circumstances,  deeds  vere 
given,  one  of 'Which  bears  cotemporaneofis  date 
with  the  rescinding  act  of  Georgia.  Afieitbk 
what  did  they  do  ?  They  went  Iraick  to  Georvk; 
there  the  money  they  had  paid  was  still  jyingifi 
the  treasury  of  Georgia,  with  which  Georj^a  svi 
she  would  nave  nothing  to  do;  after  barinf  soil 
the  lands  for  which  they  had  paid  this  half  mil- 
lion, they  drew  this  Yery  money  from  the  treas* 
ury  of  Georgia.  Is  this  the  say-so  of  ao  ifldirid- 
ual?  The  act  appears  in  tbe  report  ofyoor 
Commissioners,  composed  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  ihehte 
Attorney  General,  m  a  report  now  on  yoar  table. 
and  which  has  been  twice  published  under  (be 
authority  of  this  House. 

Now  the  question  simply  is,  willyoa  doafly* 
thing  to  give  any  further  countenance  to  these 
claims  1  Will  you  countenance  the  fraod  a  littk 
further?  These  men  have  agents  here,  within 
your  Government,  who  hold  great  offices  under 
It.  The  whole  weight  of  the  fixecutive  Gorenh 
ment  presses  it  on.  We  cannot  bear  up  agaiost 
it.  The  whole  Executive  Goyemmeotbasbd 
a  bias  to  the  Yazoo  interest  ever  since  1  had  a 
seat  here.  This  is  the  original  sin,  vhieh  b 
created  all  the  mischiefs  which  gendemeD  pre^ 
tend  to  throw  on  the  impressment  of  our  seamei^ 
and  God  knows  what;  this  is  the  cause  of  those 
mischiefs  which  existed  years  ago. 

I  hope  I  shall  receive  credit  when  I  say  thail 
never  rose  to  address  you  more  unprepared.  Tbe 
bill  has  been  iust  sent  down,  ana  I  hadnoisti* 
mation  of  such  a  discussion.  But  I  call  on  gen- 
tlemen— not  on  those  who  have  been  adroeatiaf 
this  measure  at  the  fireside  for  four  months  past- 
but  on  men  who  are  free  from  any  impressioiLto 
say  whether  they  will  give  their  sanction  to  tlu^ 
iniquity ;  whether,  after  officers  of  the  Goren- 
ment  of  the  United  States  have  tampered  witk 
members  of  this  and  the  other  House  for  yean 
they  are  prepared  to  take  that  step  which  will 
open  the  door  to  this  scene  still  wider  ?  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  a  postponement  ?  Gentle- 
men will  come  forward  and  say  the  Senate  hare 
passed  a  bill  in  favor  of  these  claimants ;  these 
men  will  inquiro  whether  this  is  not  a  counte- 
nance of  their  claims ;  they  will  tell  you  i&^f 
have  transferred  their  rights  to  A,  B,  and  C,  QQ^u 
at  last  resistance  will  fail,  and  you  will  gi^^^ 
handle  to  the  axe  which  shall  lay  the  whole 
woods  in  ruins. 

I  may  be  asked  about  this  tampering  of  Exec- 
utive officers.  At  the  last  session  I  had  the  honor 
to  carry  up,  and  conduct  an  impeachmeot  before 
the  other  House.  It  proved  unsuccessful,  and  one 
of  the  principal  causes  was  this  Yazoo  sin-  j 
overheard  a  conversation  between  a  worthy  fri^Q^ 
of  mine  from  Georgia,  who  has  gone  faofflc,  uo 
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a  great  officer  of  the  Goyernment,  when  they 
were  fittioe  up  the  green  boxes  for  the  magnates 
of  the  land.  I  heard  the  great  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment tampering  with  that  man  to  get  bis  vote. 
I  overheard  it.  Let  him  be  bron^^bt  to  your  bar 
to>morrow,  and  he  will  tell  vou  it  is  true.  Why, 
sir,  this  is  nothing;  it  is'  done  every  day,  and 
every  hour  of  the  dav.  It  is  there-<«t  the  fire- 
side— and  not  on  the  noor,  that  the  affiiirs  of  this 
country  are  discussed ;  and  should  this  question, 
as  a  gentleman  has  said,  be  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row— till  Sabbath  day,  on  which  holy  work  is 
generally  done — for  myself  I  would  not  give  one 
larthin^  for  the  question ;  if  an  adjournment  take 
place  till  Monday,  and  if  all  the  secret  mechan- 
ism, which  everybody  knows,  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  it,  I  woula  not  give  a  farthing  for  the  issue. 
What  have  we  seen  as  late  as  yesterday?  A 
vote  of  fifty-six  in  favor  of  a  resolution  dwindled 
down  by  conversation  in  the  lobbv  to  twenty-five. 
As  lonff  as  you  adjourn  and  prolonj^  this  discus- 
sion, what  do  you  do?  I  am  willing  to  allow 
that  what  I  have  offered  this  morninff  is  hardly 
wort  I)  an  answer.  But  gentlemen  will  come  in 
with  their  pieces  of  paper,  with  speeches  ready 
cut  and  dry  in  reply  to  what  I  have  now  saia. 
This  is  the  fashion  of  the  day — ^there  is  no  doubt 
of  it.  Yesterday  the  House  adjourned,  and  de- 
ferred the  consideration  of  a  resolution  declaring 
the  holding  of  civil  and  military  offices  in  one 
person  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Weil,  gentlemen  have  come  down  to- 
day with  their  an^uments.  How  comes  it.  they 
will  say,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  is  the  first  civil  Executive  officer? 
I  know  they  will — I  am  sure  I  am  correct.  And 
we  may  so  on  until  Executive  influence  shall 
become  like  a  bow,  which  you  may  turn  in  any 
way,  and  point  in  any  direction. 

Mr.  FiSK  said  he  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
men  who  were  not  informed  on  this  subject ;  he 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge,  and  if  he  were  thus 
precipitately  compelled  to  give  a  vote,  it  would 
be  against  the  rejection  of  this  bill.  And  yet  he 
was  free  to  declare  he  was  undecided  as  to  the 
final  vote  he  should  give  on  this  subject.  But  be 
would  never  consent  to  vote  awav  any  man's 
right  until  he  had  been  heard.  Tne  true  ques- 
tion at  nresent  before  us,  said  Mr.  F.,  is.  whether 
we  shall  be  allowed  further  time  to  make  up  our 
judgments  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  say  that  the  information  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  given  of  the  atrocious  frauds 
practised  in  this  business  are  unfounded,  though 
I  do  wonder  that  the  persons  concerned  in  them 
have  committed  them  to  his  keeping,  or  to  deny 
that  Executive  influence  is  so  dangerous  as  he 
represents  it  to  be,  though  I  confess  I  do  not  see 
it.  But  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  the  members 
of  this  House  are  not  of  such  a  cast  as  to  be 
bought  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  or  to  be  misled 
by  any  Executive  officer.  I  am  unwilling  so  far 
to  criminate  the  character  of  a  representative  of 
the  people,  as  to  admit  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
postpone  a  subject  for  a  short  time  for  fear  of  his 


corruption.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  so  vicious.  I  do  not  believe  thia 
portrait  correct.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  post- 
poned.  If  it  is  not^  I  shall  give  my  vote  against 
Its  rejection.  I  thmk  it  my  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  subject,  though  I  am  willing  to  say  my  im- 
pressions are  unfavorable  to  the  claims. 

Mr.  GoLnsBORODOH. — I  am  not  prepared  to  p^ive 
the  vote  of  an  honest  legislator  on  this  subject. 
Whatever  may  be  the  information  possessed  by 
other  gentlemen.  I  have  none  on  which  to  forma 
satisfactory  decision.  I  had  heard  some  time  since 
that  the  most  satisfactory  information  on  this  sub- 
ject was  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. But  I  must  remind  gentlemen  that  that 
report  has  not  been  laid  on  our  tables  this  session, 
when  I  learned  this  I  endeavored  to  obtain  a  copy, 
but  without  success,  and  I  yesterday  tried  to  get 
a  pamphlet,  which,  I  understood,  contained  con- 
siderable information ;  but  in  vain.  Thus  unin- 
formed, when  this  bill  came  under  consideration 
it  became  my  duty  to  devise  some  mode  of  gettinff 
that  information  I  wanted,  and  when  I  examined 
the  rules  I  found  one  which  I  thought  admitted  a 
motion  to  postpone.  This  motion  I  accordingly 
made,  without  any  view  to  an  injurious  delay — for 
my  prejudices  are  against  the  claims.  It  is  said 
ffentlemen  ought  to  Iw  prepared  to  vote  on  this  bill, 
for  it  has  been  twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But  I 
ask  gentlemen  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  examine  before  it  comes  be- 
fore us  every  subject  depending  before  the  Senate  ? 
Is  there  not  business  enough  ^fore  us  fully  to  oc- 
cupy our  attention  ?  The  motion  of  postponement 
the  Chair  has  declared  out  of  order.  I  then  only 
ask  the  House  to  excuse  me  from  voting  on  this 
bill.  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  a  subject  with 
which  I  never  had  anything  to  do,  and  that  I  know 
no  man  who  is  particularly  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  Saillt  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
be  excused.  He  said  he  stood  himself  in  the  same 
situation,  and  was  unprepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  question  was  tnen  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
GoLOSBORODOB  from  voting,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  58,  nays  oX. 

Mr.  Kellt  said  he  was  likewise  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  asking  to  be  excused.  It  was  true  the 
bill  as  offered  to  the  Senate  had  lain  some  time  on 
their  tables ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  bills  gen- 
erally underwent  considerable  alteration  previous 
to  their  passage,  and  there  had  been  no  reason  to 
infer  that  this  would  not  be  the  case  with  the  pre- 
sent bill.  He  said  that  he  had  some  time  since 
taken  considerable  pains  to  inform  himself  on  this 
subject,  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  its  being 
brought  before  the  House ;  but  the  information 
he  had  obtained  was  imperfect,  and  that  he  had 
not  had  tim  e  to  compare  the  facts  attend  ing  the  busi- 
ness with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  on  the  table, 
so  as  to  be  enabled  to  give  a  faithful  and  honest 
vote.  The  decision  being  thus  hurried,  placed  him 
under  the  necessity  of  asking  to  be  excused  from 
voting.  As  to  himself,  he  would  declare  that  he 
had  had  no  concern  in  this,  or  indeed  in  any  other 
speculation ;  nor  were  there  any  persons  interest- 
ed in  it  for  whom  he  felt  a  peculiar  regard. 
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Mr.  Thomas  said  he  should  7ote  against  ex- 
cu&iDg  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He 
observed  that  there  would  be  no  inconsistency  in 
YOting  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill}  and  after- 
wards against  the  bill  itself,  if,  on  consideration, 
it  appeared  improper  to  pass  it.  *In  the  exigency 
in  which  the  House  were  placed,  by  their  oeing 
forced  thus  precipitately  to  act  on  this  business, 
the  only  proper  course,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  vote 
against  rejecting  the  bill,  thereby  allowing  time 
for  examining  it.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
not  be  excused  from  voting,  or  any  other  member, 
unless  he  was  personally  interested. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he  should  vote  for 
the  rejection  of  this  bill  more  heartily  than  he  had 
ever  voted  on  any  subject  in  the  course  of  his  life. 
If  he  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  enormous  vil- 
lany  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  he  should  still 
vote  for  its  rejection,  because  it  carried  with  it 
one  principle,  which  he  could  never  agree  to  sanc- 
tion with  his  vote,  it  vested  the  House  with  both 
a  legislative  and  judicial  character. 

Mr.  Conrad  said  it  was  painful  to  him  to  hear 

gentlemen  asking  to  be  excused  from  voting  on 
lis  or  any  other  subject,  as  he  was  convinced  the 
correct  course  was  to  allow  time  on  all  subjects 
for  forming  a  dispassionate  judgment.  This  too, 
he  believed,  was  the  first  time  this  indulgence  had 
ever  been  denied  in  this  House.  For  himself,  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  vote  on  the  Yazoo  busi- 
ness in  every  shape  it  might  assume  ;  because  it 
was  among  the  most  odious  things  he  had  ever 
heard  of.  He  said  he  detested  and  abhorred  the 
whole  business.  But  he  was,  at  the  same  time, 
willing  to  ffive  other  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to 
make  up  their  minds.  He  concluded  by  saying 
he  considered  the  motion  of  postponement  strictly 
in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
Kelly  from  voting,  and  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  49,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Smilib. — The  question  returns  on  rejecting 
the  bill.  I  regret  that  this  decision  is  thus  pressed. 
It  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  seen  members  in 
the  situation  in  which  they  are  now  placed.  I 
wish  a  small  delay  had  been  allowed — but  Mr. 
Speaker  has  decided  a  oKition  to  postpone  to  be 
out  of  order,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  The  ques- 
tion being  to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  of  tiie  bill 
I  shall  vote  for  it.  I  never  had  but  one  sentiment 
on  that  subject,  although  I  never  could  consider  it 
of  such  magnitude  as  some  appear  to  consider  it. 
I  ever  believed  it  improper  for  the  legislative  body 
to  decide  on  these  claims.  But  that  this  question 
has  drawn  in  all  the  consequences  that  we  have 
heard  stated  to-day  by  thegentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  is,  has  influezwced  this  House  in  the  decision 
of  every  other  question,  I  cannot  believe — that 
the  representatives  of  the  American  people  are  so 
corrupt  that  in  the  courseof  a  single  evening  they 
may  be  made  by  the  Executive  to  adopt  anything 
they  please,  I  cannot  believe.  This  is  such  a  pic- 
ture of  the  members  of  this  House  as  I  do  not 
think  any  member  is  authorized  to  draw.  Nay, 
the  member  has  referred  to  a  case  in  which  a 


strange  influence  is  refM^seuted  to  have  been  ex- 
erted, where  there  was  not  a  minute  to  spare.  Mr. 
Speaker,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  members  of 
this  House  can  get  behind  their  seats^  and  a  fev 
influence  all  the  rest  on  a  question  of  the  last 
moment — on  a  question  on  which  the  Coastitatfon 
of  our  country  is  involved  ?  Good  CM !  b  the 
House  so  corrupt?  But  I  will  say  no  more oo  this 
subject — every  member  who  hears  me  knows  they 
are  not. 

Mr.  Conrad  said,  he  should  vote  for  rejecting 
the  bill.  He  thought  some  farther  time  ought  lo 
be  allowed,  and  if  any  of  the  yoaoger  memben 
would  appeal  from  the  decision  of  i£e  Chair,  lie 
would  second  the  motion. 

A  member  called  for  the  reading  of  the  hill  for 
information. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  opposed  the  call,  aad  asked 
whether  it  had  not  already  been  read  twice. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield  said  he  hoped  it  would  be 
read  twenty  times,  if  necessary. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  oa  its  being  read, 
which  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Kelly  said,  he  thought  there  ought  aot  to 
be  a  line  of  distinction  drawn  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  therefore  moved  a  recoih 
sideration  of  the  vote  excusing  Mr.  Gold8borou«h 
from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  res- 
olution to  excuse  him  rescinded — yeas, 64,  nays  44 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  hoped  the  bill  wo«iJd 
be  rejected,  and  that  an  end  would  be  put  to  the 
miserable  farce  of  begging  to  be  excused  from  vo- 
ting, when  gentlemen  could  answer  the  ^ame  por- 
pose,  a  thing  which  was  every  day  practised,  by 
stepping  aside.  He  hoped  that  if  they  did  not 
wish  to  vote  they  would  take  this  course,  and  thai 
the  House  would  no  longer  be  pestered  with  thek 
motions.  What !  are  gentlemen  afraid  to  lose  a 
Yazoo  vote  ?  They  first  excused  one  member  froa 
voting.  But  they  found  that  this  would  not  do, 
and  they  therefore  refused  excusing  another,  and 
not  satisfied  with  this,  they  must  reconsider  tbeir 
first  vote,  and  get  a  Yazoo  vote  back  ag^ain.  This 
is  the  plain  case*  I  hope  we  shall  not  rise  till  we 
have  tne  question.  Were  I  disposed  to  postpoee 
the  proceedings  of  this  House,  I  should  be  in  favor 
of  delaying  this  decision  till  the  gentleman  froia 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nioholson)  now  absent,  sboald 
return  into  the  House — that  is  an  anti- Yazoo 
vote ;  and  everybody  knows  it.  That  is  a  maa 
of  honorable  views,  who  having  at  first  been  ca- 

i'oled  into  an  acquiescence  in  the  claims,  wiihoac 
laving  sufficiently  examined  them,  had  afterwards 
virtue  and  magnanimity  enough  to  ackoowiedfe 
that  he  had  been  wrong,  and  to  declare  that  he 
would  not  commit  the  keeping  of  his  reputation  to 
Yazoo  men. 

When  I  was  up  before,  I  omitted  to  say  maov 
things  that  have  a  bearing  on  this  question,  is  I 
msLj  have  said  several  things  that  had  no  bearing 
on  it.  But  there  is  one  fact  which  I  omitted — 
that  a  man,  not  a  Georgian — he  lived  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Savannah  river — if  I  am  not  correct  ia 
my  statement  let  the  Georgia  delegates  correct 
me — this  man  happened  to  be  admitted  into  the 
secrets  of  the  Divan,  who  had  done  a  deed  without 
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a  Dame,  who  had  corrapted  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia.  He  went  home,  and  he  was  blockhead 
enough  to  speak  what  he  thought,  DOtwithstanding 
bis  principles  and  his  promises.  He  was  used  like 
1  grubbing  hoe  to  do  dirty  work  and  then  thrown 
iside  as  a  useless  engine.  He  told  others  what  be 
cnew.  Mark  the  catastrophe — at  a  still  hour  of 
he  night,  without  being  the  enemy  of  any  mortal 
nan,  he  was  shot.  And  it  is  from  this  fact 
bat  we  now  want  on  this  question  the  benefit  of 
I  witness,  who  was  murdered  in  cold  blood,  and 
vhose  testimony  has  thus  been  prevented  from 
>eing  brought  forward  to  this  or  other  tribunals 
»efore  which  these  claims  may  be  brought.  This 
act  is  a  truth  as  notorious  as  the  massacre  of  Bos- 
on or  the  battle  of  Concord. 

But,  we  are  told  by  some  gentlemen  that  this 
s  not  a  question  of  magnitude.  What  is  a  ques- 
ion  of  magnitude?  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  to  go  to  war  with  Britain  for  a  three 
)enoy  tax  on  tea,  is  not  that  a  question  of  mag- 
litude— -for  there  is  a  great  political  principle  in- 
rcUed  in  that  tax.  And  what  is  the  real  state 
»f  the  country  ?  The  quarter  from  which  we 
lave  most  to  dread  is  speculators — land-jobbers, 
ind  if  you  can  preserve  the  interests  of  the  com- 
Quoity  inviolable  against  them,  your  inferior  in- 
erests  are  safe.  And  where  do  we  find  every  land- 
obber,  in  ctctione  or  passu,  but  rallying  round  this 
niquity  1  And  what  will  be  the  event  if.  by  little 
nd  little,  you  sanction  these  claims — the  preten- 
ions  of  these  men — but  that  you  will  fall  beneath 
he  power  of  Yazoo  men — of  speculators  in  land 
nd  paper  serin?  Aud  is  not  this  a  question  of 
nasnitude,  Whether  a  country  embracinjg  forty 
nilTions  of  acres  shall  be  bartered  away  1  And 
s  it  not  a  great  principle,  whether  a  Legislative 
•ody  has  a  right  to  sell  their  votes*  and  whether 
he  rights  vested  by  them  shall  pass  ?  No,  the 
uestion  whether  you  shall  lay  a  dutv  of  two  per 
ent.  is  a  question  of  magnitude,  ana  is  reported 
t  full  length ;  but  this  is  not  a  question  or  mag- 
itude  !  Yes,  they  all  draw  together !  Yesterday 
ou  decided  that  contractors  were  not  officers. 
low,  mark,  if  the  contractors  and  Yazoo  men  do 
ot  draw  together,  to  pull  this  thing  out  of  the 
aire  ;  it  is  a  thing  well  understood,  and  we  well 
nderstand  the  men  who  advocate  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks, 
Ire  we  a  set  of  men  so  corrupt  ?  Is  this,  indeed, 
lie  state  of  things?  The  gentleman  ought  to 
now  there  are  different  sorts  of  corruption.  There 
i  a  corruption  of  interest,  that  is  number  one ; 
tiere  is  a  corruption  of  timidity,  which  consists 
1  roen  not  saying  what  they  think,  that  is  number 
wo  ;  there  is  a  corruption  of  Court  influence — 
f  party — and  there  is  a  corruption,  which,  thous^h 
ist  is  not  least,  the  corruption  or  irreconcilable, 
ersonal  animosity — a  corruption  which  will  en- 
age  a  man  to  go  all  lengths  to  injure  him  whom 
e  bales  and  despises,  or  rather,  whom  he  cannot 
espise,  because  he  bates.  And  when  we  take  all 
hese  considerations  into  question,  and  that  there 
re  men  now  ready  to  grasp  your  lands  in  Ohio, 
a  Indiana,  and  your  other  territories,  are  we 
villing  to  become  parties  to  this  solemn  league 


and  covenant?  If  we  carry  on  this  affair  one 
step  farther,  what  will  be  the  situation  of  the  na- 
tion ?  I  call  on  gentlemen  (whom  I  have  no  right 
to  consider  under  the  influence  of  personal  or  pri- 
vate interest)  to  vote  with  effect  this  day,  or  to  give 
up  their  country  to  the  fate  that  futurity  has  otber- 
w  ise  in  store  for  it — to  discard  all  idea  of  **  scratch 
me,  and  I'll  tickle  you."  It  is  out  of  the  chances 
of  i^uturity  for  this  Assembly,  or  this  nation,  to  be 
corrupted  from  any  other  source  than  land.  There 
i^  no  other  fund  can  do  it.  But  where  is  the  use 
of  taking  airs  on  ourselves,  and  pretending  to 
more  virtues  in  our  public  than  we  get  credit  for 
in  our  private  capacities  ?  Look  at  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia.  That  body  was  composed  of  men 
with  the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  ourselves. 
They  were  bought,  and  they  followed  the  fate  of 
every  political  body  under  the  sun.  They  died  a 
natural  death.  The  whole  question  is,  how  long 
you  shall  keep  this  period  off,  and  whether  ]rou 
will  take  poison  to-day,  or  live  out  the  time  which 
God  batf  allotted  to  you  ?  Yes !  who  were  the 
legislators  of  Georgia?  Thev  were  the  same 
men,  elected  by  the  same  freeholders,  possessed 
of  the  same  qualifications,  and,  in  many  respects, 
the  same  men,  who  are  now  on  this  floor.  I  ask 
if  my  excellent  friend  from  Georgia  is  more  in- 
corrupt than  the  Georgia  Legislature  were  pre- 
sumed to  be?  You  may  fix  what  stamp  you 
please,  a  garter  to  the  knee,  or  insignia  to  the 
breast,  men  are  still  liable  to  the  same  feelings, 
the  same  temper,  the  same  fallibility. 

We  are  told  that  this  is  a  question  on  which 
we  ought  to  have  a  dispassionate  discussion.  I 
am*  always  for  a  dispassionate  consideration  of 
every  important  question  before  it  is  acted  on; 
and  I  have  given  to  this  a  dispassionate  examina- 
tion. But,  I  should  despise  myself,  if  I  could 
come  into  this  Assembly,  and,  like  a  cold-blooded 
naturalist,  weigh  the  corruption  of  certain  indi- 
viduals or  G^rgia  against  the  corruption  of  offi- 
cers of  this  Government.  I  should  despise  myself, 
if  I  could  dispassionately  weigh  the  one  against 
the  other,  and  find  the  one  outweighed  the  other 
half  a  drachm.  The  whole  territory  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  is  at  stake.  Say  this  bill 
shall  not  be  rejected,  falter,  and  what  j^ill  be  the 
effect?  The  whole  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  will  follow  the  fate  of  the  Yazoo 
business.  It  most  certainly  will.  With  all  our 
virtue,  there  is  land  enough  in  the  United  States 
to  buy  us,  and  wo  be  to  him  that  is  put  into  this 
state  of  temptation.  Let  no  man  thiuK  too  highly 
of  his  own  incorruptibility.  There  was  a  Cato 
in  the  time  of  Rome,  and  I  am  willing,  if  it  will 
satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  to  allow 
him  to  be  the  man.  But,  what  will  become  of 
this  Assembly  when  you  bring  into  play  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres,  and  talk  of  the  fund  from 
which  the  British  Parliament  is  corrupted  ?  Once 
pass  this  bill,  and  the  lund  of  the  British  Ministry 
will  dwindle  into  insignificance.  Go  and  engender 
Yazoo,  and  this  curse  of  speculation,  like  the 
members  of  the  polypus,  cut  it  in  as  manv  pieces 
as  you  please,  will  appropriate  to  itselt  a  new 
body  ?    Where  are  you  ?   You  are  now  free.   But 
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how  long  will  you  remain  so,  after  givinff  your 
sanction  to  this  bill  ?  What  have  we  seen  ?  We 
have  seen  a  question  of  momentous  Constitu- 
tional importance  brought  forward  in  this  House. 
What  have  we  doneT  It  is  a  standing  Parlia- 
menlar)[  jest,  like  the  question  of  Parliamentary 
reform,  in  another  body,  after  the  accession  of  a 
great  political  reformer  to  the  Ministry.  I  speak 
of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  relative  to 
the  tenure  of  the  judicial  office,  and  the  propo- 
sition to  purge  this  Assembly  of  contractors.  It 
has  gone  to  the  family  vault  of  all  the  Capulets, 
and  a  requiem  has  been  sun^  over  them.    The 

Sentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
ave  chanted  repose  to  tneir  souls. 
But  (he  eentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks  if  it 
is  possible  that  in  half  an  hour,  or  m  a  few  hours,  at 
the  fire-side,  or  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  this  assem- 
bly can  be  changed? — are  we  indeed  so  corrupt? 
Why,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  and  I  believe  I 
am  not  out  of  order  in  saying  so,  the  cause  which 
principally  drew  my  attention  was  this:  When 
a  gentleman  who  uniformly  presides  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  with  great  dignity,  was  compell- 
ed to  have  recourse  to  strong  measures  to  preserve 
decorum,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  quitting  his  seat,  leaving  his 
own  province,  and  coming  over  to  our  fire-side, 
purposely  to  create  a  disturbance.  I  wish  to  be 
understood,  before  I  sit  down,  as  not  having  made 
a  single  allusion  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
(Mr.  FisK,)  I  abjure  the  idea.  But  I  did  hear 
gentlemen  who  are  the  most  eager  advocates  of 
the  Yazoo  claims,  declare  time  was  not  allowed 
to  consider  them,  and  when  I  witnessed  such  un- 
blushing efirontery.  I  could  not  withhold  the  re- 
marks f  made.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  sim- 
ple vote  of  this  House,  that  this  bill  shall  not  pass, 
taken  secundum  artem^  more  majorum?  It  will 
be  this,  that  the  House  are  of  opinion  that  there 
are  some  errors  in  its  details,  some  inaccuracy  in 
it  which  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  is  rejected.  And  what  will  this  prove  to 
men  who  will  not  see  the  sun  at  mid-day?  To 
Yazoo  men.  blind  to  ^all  iniquity  perpetrated  in 
Georgia?  They  will  tell  you  it  may  have  been  re- 
jected oPaccount  of  some  small  defect;  they  will 
come  forward  at  the  next  session  with  an  acces- 
sion of  strength,  and  you  will  have  the  same  around 
to  go  over  again.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the 
explicit,  prompt,  and  strongly  marked  inoignation 
of  this  House  in  its  immediate  rejection.  A  man 
who  shall  merely  vote  against  the  bill  in  its  last 
stage  shall  not  by  me  be  considered  as  merely 
committed,  we  shall  not  know  what  his  reasons 
are  for  his  vote;  but  a  man  who  votes  in  this  stage 
of  the  business  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  trimmer^  he  will  show 
himself  to  be  a  decided  man  against  it  under  all 
modifications.  Under  present  circumstances  it  is 
of  the  last  importance  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  do  what  they  have  a  legislative 
right  to  do — say  that  this  bill  shall  be  rejected ;  that 
the  hopes  of  the  claimants  may  be  crushed  as  far 
as  they  can  be  by  a  vote  of  this  House. 

Mr.  QoLDSBORouGH. — I  did  not  stand  in  need 


of  the  injunction  of  the  gentleman  from  Yiifioii, 
if  I  wished  to  decline  voting  on  this  oecisioa.to 
go  out  of  the  bar ;  but  so  long  as  I  hold  a  seat  ia 
this  House  I  will  never  consent  to  do  tbii  For 
I  should  think  myself  placed  in  a  most  cofltempti- 
ble  situation,  if  any  of  my  constitueots  shoolii  vk 
me  what  vote  I  gave  on  a  particular  oeea$ioo,  I 
should  be  obligecTto  tell  him  that  instead  ofgir- 
inff  a  vote  I  skulked  behind  the  bar. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  assured  the  |eBtl^ 
man  he  imputed  to  him  no  improper  motiTe.  He 
had  been  totally  misunderstood  if  the  ^ntlemu 
drew  any  such  inference  from  what  he  had  siii 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH  Said  he  was  gratified  br 
the  gentleman's  explanation,  bat  he  hoped  Ik 
would  be  permitted  to  eo  on.  When  he  oaddf 
sired  a  postponement  till  Monday,  it  was  from  tlie 
best  motives.  He  said  he  cared  nothing  for  the 
Yazoo  claims;  he  had  no  interest  in  them.  He 
was  sorry  the  vote  excusing  him  from  roting  bid 
been  re-considered.  He  deemed  himself  at  li^ 
erty  at  all  times  to  decline  voting  when  bevas 
not  duly  informed;  he  should  not,  therefore, rote 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  ^ELLT  said  he  should  vote  a^^ainst  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill,  to  allow  farther  time  for  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  without  pledging  himsel: 
how  he  should  vote  on  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  Sailly  said  he  did  not  wish  to  ^re arete 
without  information.  He  thought  this  bosioes 
unnecessarily  hurried.  He  considered  itthedatf  o( 
the  new  members,  who  were  not  informed  m  it 
to  vote  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  tc 
the  only  way  of  refuting  such  arbitrarf  eoodoei 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  ben- 
jected,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  61 
nays  54,  as  follows: 

Ysi.8 — ^Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BaiweQ  Btf- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  WUliam  Blackledge.  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  WHiifl 
Butler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher Clai 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fredentf 
Conrad,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  John  W.  l^ 
James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edsin  Gn^i 
Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  HsmittoD,  Dtm 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Midiad  Left, 
Duncan  McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  JosiahMis»i' 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Monov, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  ^^^^ 
Jan.,  Gideon  OUn,  John  Pngh,  John  Randolph,  Tii» 
as  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Pennsybania,  Jif«> 
Ridiards,  Thomas  8amm<ms,  Thomas  Sandforii^ 
nezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  JohnSoutti 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  8pi]<iai' 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  AbnmTn0> 
John  WhitehUl,  Robert  WKitehiU,  David  R.  Wfliw* 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Josepb  Win- 
ston. 

Nats— WiUis  Alston,  iun.,  Joseph  Barker.  Sil" 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Campbell,  John  Cluiv- 
ler,  Martin  Chittenden, 'Orchard  Cook,  JawbCrowii- 
inshield,  Richard  Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dans,  ^^nW 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Dickson,  J»ni«*,^f* 
Caleb  EUis,  Ebenczer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  WiUao 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  bsiah  t-Grea; 
Seth  Hastings,  WiUiam  Helms,  David  Hough,  J«w<|- 
Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  joa.,  MattB^ 
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Lyon,  William  McCreeiy,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin  jun.^ 
fosiah  Quincy,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  O. 
dchuneman,  Jbhn  Cotton  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eli- 
)halet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Nathan 
liVilliams. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
ourn.  He  said  that  a  few  days  ago  the  House 
tad  adjourned  on  account  of  the  death  of  General 
fackson.  He  hoped  they  would  now  adjourn  on 
iccount  of  his  resurrection.  For  he  had  told  him, 
bat  if  he  could  give  a  death-blow  to  the  Yazoo 
msiness,  he  should  die  in  peace. — Adjourned, 
^eas  58. 


Tuesday,  April  1. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
)D  the  third  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  of 
)ost  offices  and  post  roads,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
vhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
I!ommittee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
committed,  on  the  twenty  first  ultimo,  the  bill 
art  her  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
Vom  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  or  the 
)fficers  of  the  army  serving  in  Louisiana,  referred 
:o  him  by  an  order  of  the  House  on  the  twenty- 
ifth  ultimo;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Jommittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Early,  from  the  joint^committee  appointed, 
;o  consider  and  report  v^ni  business  is  necessary 
:o  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session, 
nade  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
;ases,  to  the  Territorial  courts."  No  amendment 
)eing  made,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
iod  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
:hat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
lot  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes, 
IS  is  contained  in  the  second  section  thereof^'' with 
leveral  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
toncarrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  recede 
rom  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
ind  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  to  reffulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." so  far  as  to  admit  a  modification  there- 
of, in  contormity  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Conference. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the^Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Rebecca  Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  de- 
ceased, made  the  following  report : 

That  the  petitioner's  husband,  when  living,  leased 
to  Samuel  Dexter,  as  Secretary  of  War,  a  dwelling- 


house,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  use  of  the 
War  Department :  that,  amongst  other  things,  it  was 
covenanted  by  the  lessee  to  surrender  the  demised 
premises,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  in  good  repair; 
ordinary  decay  and  inevitable  casualties  excepted :  that 
the  house  was  consumed  by  fire,  not  occasioned  by 
lightning,  nor  by  the  fault  or  negligei^  of  the  leasee ; 
but,  as  is  rendered  highly  probable  firA  the  evidence, 
by  a  serious  defect  in  the  original  construction  of 
the  building:  that  a  suit  was  instituted  against  Mr. 
Dexter,  upon  the  covenant  beforementioned,  which  ter* 
minated  in  his  favor,  on  the  ground  that,  if  any  liabil- 
i^  grew  out  of  the  transaction,  it  attached  to  him  in 
his  official,  not  in  his  individual  capacity;  in  which 
case  the  Government,  and  not  the  officer,  was  to  be 
considered  accountable:  that  no  other  question  relating 
to  the  merits  seems  to  have  been  agitated  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  where  the  cause 
was  ultimately  decided :  and  that  it  remsins  for  the 
Legislature  to  determine  whether,  from  the  foregoing 
statement,  the  (Government  is  bound,  in  justice,  to 
make  the  reparation  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  subject,  your 
committee  can  discover  no  sufficient  reasons  for  recom- 
mending the  desired  relief.  They  are  of  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  various 
bills  relative  to  the  Michigan  Territory.  Various 
amendments  were  made  to  these  bills. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Governor  from  2,000  to  3  500  dollars^  which 
motion  was  disagreed  towitnout  a  division,  as 
was  a  motion  to  augment  it  to  3,000. 

A  motion  to  allow  2,500  dollars  was  disagreed 
to — aves  18 ;  when  2,000  dollars  were  agreed  to. 

In  nzing  the  salaries  of  the  judses,  Mr.  Jack- 
son proposed  to  allow  the  chief  judge  1,600 
dollars — motion  lost. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  allow  1,000  dollars — ayes 
49  noes  35.  And  the  same  sum  to  the  associate 
judgea— ayes  42,  nays  40.  The  salary  of  the 
Secretary  was  fixed  at  900  dollars — ayes  53. 

The  Cfommittee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bills,  with  sundry  amendments^  in 
which  the  House  concurred. 

Mr.  Vabnuh  said  he  observed  a  provision  in 
one  of  these  biib  authorizing  the  admission  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Uoioo, 
whenever  their  numbers  should  amount  to  40,000. 
He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle  a  different 
rule  was  applied  to  this  Territory  trom  that  ap- 
plied to  the  other  Territories. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 
He  observed  that  when  their  population  amount- 
ed to  60,000  they  must  be  admitted.  Until  that 
period,  under  the  present  acts,  the  power  of  an 
earlier  admission  was  discretionary  with  Con- 
gress. He  thought  it  best  that  the  business  should 
rest  on  this  footing. 

Mr.  Jackson  advocated  the  section.  He  re- 
marked that  the  course  pursued  relative  to  the 
Northwestern  Territory  afforded  a  prudent  in 
point,  as  they  were  formed  into  a  State  when 
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their  numbers  bat  little,  if  at  all,  exceeded  40,000. 
Nor  could  it  be  consistent  with  republican  policy 
to  keep  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  in  a 
state  of  vasstalasre  to  the  longest  period  within  the 
power  of  the  United  States.  By  admitting  them 
into  the  Uoion^t  an  early  period,  we  should  most 
effectually  conciliate  their  affection  and  insure 
their  attachment  to  as;  whereas,  by  withholding 
this  privilege  we  may  proportionably  estrange 
their  regard.  This  provision  would  liltewise  su- 
persede the  trouble  of  acting  on  the  annual  me- 
morials which,  it  was  probable,  would  be  present- 
ed to  Congress.  It  would  also  promote  the  set- 
tlement of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and 
afford  it  a  protection  without  resort  to  a  military 
force. 

Mr.  Smilib  replied — when  the  question  was 
taken  on  striking  out  the  section  and  carried — 
ayes  71. 

The  bills  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

PLURALITY  OP  0PPICE8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Randolph,  the  House 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  sundry  resolutions  agreed  to  by  them  on  the 
28th  ultimo.  When  the  question  was  put  on  con- 
curring in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  second  resolution, 
as  follows: 

2tL  Ruolvtd — That  the  anion  of  a  plurality  of  offi- 
ces in  the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  espe- 
dally  of  the  military  with  the  civil  aathority,  is  repug- 
nant to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
States,  and  tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitrary 
Government 

^  Mr.  BiDWBLL  said,  he  would  very  concisely  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  voting  afipainst  this  resolution. 
It  declares  that  ^^  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
^  in  the  person  of  a  single  individual,  bat  more 
<  especially  of  the  military  with  the  civil  author- 
'  ity,is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
'  of  the  United  States,and  tends  to  the  introducing 
'  of  an  abitrary  Government."  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  not  a  correct  declaration.  If  the 
Constitution  itself  be  referred  to,  it  will  appear 
that  it  recognises  an  union  of  civil  and  military 
officers  in  the  same  person.  Such  an  union  is  to 
be  found  in  the  First  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  who  exercises  the  highest  Executive ^civil 
functions,  and  is  at  the  same  time  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  the  militia 
while  in  actual  service.  The  same  principle  per- 
vaded the  Constitution,  he  believed,  ot  every 
State.  There  was  also  an  union  of  civil  and 
military  authority  in  several  offices,  by  acts  of 
Congress.  This  was  the  case  with  the  marshals 
in  certain  cases,  and  officers  who  are  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  Territorial  affiirs.  If  it 
were  proper,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  I  do  not  think  it  is, 
by  a  vote  of  this  House,  to  undertake  to  define 
the  Constitution,  it  still  appears  to  me  that  we 
cannot  consistently  say  that  the  union  of  a  plu- 
rality of  offices  in  the  person  of  a  single  indivi- 
dual, but  #nore  especially  of  the  military  with 
Ihe  civil  authority,  la  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 


the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  A  deck' 
ration  of  that  kind  would  be  a  vote  of  ceDsoreot 
the  people  of  the  whole  United  States,  for  harin; 
adopted  the  Federal  Constitution,  on  ibe  peopie 
of  the  several  States,  for  having  adopted  their  con- 
stitutions, and  on  the  Legislatures  under  botbGor- 
ernraents,  for  having  passed  laws  which  nikr- 
ized  such  an  union. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said,  the  objections  of  the^otle- 
man  arose  from  not  having  properly  cooadeKd 
the  nature^of  the  union  of  civil  and  militiryof* 
fice  in  the  First  Magistrate.  By  the  CoostitDiioi, 
the  military  was  placed  in  strict  subordioaun 
to  the  civil  power.  For  this  reason  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States  had  placed  under  his  coDin! 
all  the  officers  of  the  Army  aoJ  Navy.  Tbeaoioo 
contemplated  in  the  resolution  before  ^w.  said 
Mr.  C,  is  that  which  gives  the  actual  duc&aigc 
of  civil  powers  to  an  officer  who  has  actual  com- 
mand of  your  army.  I  ask  if  it  was  erer  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Constitutioa,  ibat  the 
President  should  in  person  head  your  armies  tod 
command  your  fleets?  I  believe  not.  Tbere 
exists  in  one  of  the  Territories  such  an  aoioaas 
is  contemplated  in  the  resolution.  Id  Looisiioa 
a  fierson  holding  the  office  of  Cbveroor,  is  at 
the  same  time  Cummander-io-Chief  of  the  Anof 
of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  his  appoinunnt 
of  Brigadier  Qenerail.  Will  any  man  preteodio 
say  that  an  union  of  offices,  such  as  these,  t^e 
discharge  of  whose  duties  is  incompatible,  is  oeii 
an  union  as  is  contemplated  ia  the  Coo^titaiioal 
No  ;  the  union  in  the  Constitution  was  oolf  Id- 
tended  to  give  the  President  a  control  om  tat 
Army  and  Navy  ;  while  this  resolution  cootea- 
plates  the  positive  and  actual  anion  of  powers  ia 
the  same  person,  powers,  tlrhich  at  the  same  tioc 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  exercise  at  different  aa^ 
distant  places.  To  separate  these  powers  is  liie 
object  of  the  resolution.  I  hope  the  resolotiot 
will  be  agreed  to,  and  the  separation  uke  plicf- 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  did  not  know  thathesiioiilii 
have  any  objection  to  the  third  resolutiuD.  ij* 
though  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  opoait. 
But  with  regard  to  the  resolution  under  coosid- 
eration,  he  could  not  agree  to  it.  He  did  notkaov 
that  there  was  a  right  in  that  House  to  ddare 
what  the  Constitution  was.  The  Constiratioa 
must  speak  for  itself,  and  they  had  no  rigbtt^ 
supply  any  deficiency  in  it.  When  a  ptrticoitf 
case  occurred  they  might  construe  it.  bat  henerer 
heard  of  an  instance  where  a  Legislative  bo^f 
put  a  construction  upon  it  without  the  exi$>eo€< 
of  a  particular  case ;  nor  did  he  believe  tbef  p^* 
sessed  such  a  power.  The  resolution  dedared 
an  union  of  a  pluralty  of  offices  in  thesaDepe^ 
son  reougnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Coosiitotioi^ 
He  did  liot  know  where  to  find  that  spirit  '^'* 
in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  He  bad' 
ed  it  carefully  over,  and  had  not  been  able  to 
a  single  expression  that  warranted  such  ao  iDfa* 
ence.  He  called  on  gentlemen  to  point  their  da- 
srer  to  a  single  section  of  it  that  justified  !» 
inference.  If  at  this  rate  they  continued  tosirp' 
ply  its  defects,  he  did  not  know  where  the  tfara; 
would  end.    He  himself  thought  the  iiiJtrQ0e>^ 
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very  defective,  yet  he  never  thought  himself  at 
liberty  to  remedy  the  defects  but  in  the  wajr 
pointed  out  in  the  Constitution.  If  examined  it 
wouJd  be  found,  as  it  originally  i^tood,  to  be  ex- 
tremely defective.  In  providing  for  the  powers 
of  the  Government  it  had  almost  entirely  over- 
looked the  rights  of  individuals.  These  defects 
excited  great  objection  to  the  instrument.  They 
were,  however,  supplied  by  the  first  Coneress, 
Bind  gentlemen  would  find  that  almost  all  the 
imendments  which  have  been  incorporated  into 
It.  go  to  secure  the  rights  of  individuals.  Though 
these  amendments  constitute  what  might  be  call- 
ed the  marrow  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  S.  said, 
ie  should  not  have  considered  himself  authorized, 
if  they  had  not  taken  place,  to  remedy  the  evil  in 
iny  other  than  a  Constitutional  way.  But  he  did 
Qot  deny  that  it  was  a  defect  in  the  Constitution, 
that  the  military  and  civil  authorities  were  not 
kept  separate.  ]3ut  the  simple  question  was,  had 
ihey  a  ri^ht  under  the  Constitution  to  separate 
them  ?  He  thought  not.  In  every  point  of  view, 
lesaid,  in  which  he  contemplated  the  resolution, 
ie  thouirht  it  one  of  the  most  dangerous  attacks 
>n  the  Constitution  he  had  ever  heard  of. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — My  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  left  me  little*  to  say  on  the  ques- 
ion,  and  indeed  I  have  heard  nothing  in  the 
ihape  of  argument,  or  assertion,  but  what  I  was 
)repared  to  hear,  and  of  which  I  apprized  the 
Elouse  some  time  ago.  It  has  come  out  at  last 
rom  the  lips  of  a  man  who  has  prided  himself 
ipon  being  the  champion  of  the  Constitution  of 
;he  United  States  to-day,  although  but  a  few  days 
iffo  he  threatened  us  with  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Constitution  has  no  spirit  in  it. 
Ele  calls  on  any  man  to  lay  his  finger  on  that 
ipirit.  What  does  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  say  ?  Does  it  not  guarantee  to  each  State 
I  Republican  form  of  Government?  Is  there  no 
spirit  in  this?  Is  not  the  Constitution  then  de- 
rised  under  the  influence  of  a  Republican  spirit, 
!br  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  are  governed  by 
t,  and  not  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  those  who 
idminister  it  ?  Will  nny  man  pretend  to  say  that 
I  Republic  is  anything  or  nothing  ?  And  that  it 
.8  congenial  to  such  a  Government  that  the  civil 
ind  military  authority  should  be  vested  in  the 
laroe  hand»  ?  Is  it  not  of  the  very  essence  of  such 
I  Government  that  the  military  should  be  kept  in 
itrict  subordination  to  the  civil  power?  And  nave 
not  your  laws,  which  give  to  marshals  in  certain 
:ases  a  power  over  the  military,  been  passed  to 
keep  the  military  under  such  subjection  ?  How 
is  the  military  to  be  kept  in  such  subjection, 
when,  according  to  the  usap^e  of  the  Romans,  the 
leader  of  an  army  is  the  (governor  of  a  province? 
If  the  Constitution  has  no  spirit  in  it,  it  is  a  dead, 
lifeless  thing,  not  worth  the  ptotectioo  of  any  man 
of  sense.  But  I  am  happv  that  it  has  a  spirit, 
which  I  trust  will  save  this  nation,  even  if  its 
letter  shall  be  killed. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  declaratory  reso- 
lution. Gkntlemen  may  call  it  a  declaratory  res- 
olution,or  a  preamble  to  the  third  resolution,  which 
ever  they  may  see  fit,  bat  it  is  the  reasozuDg  oa 


which  the  third  resolution  is  founded.  What  is 
it  but  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
which  they  have  a  right  to  make,  that  a  certain 
principle  is  salutary,  because  it  is  consonant  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ?  Is  it  not  agreea- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  that  the  three 
freat  Departments  of  the  Government,  Executive, 
leffislative,  and  Judicial,  should  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct?  Is  there  a  man  fool-hardy  enough 
to  deny  the  proposition?  I  believe  not.  Nov, 
suppose  we  were  about  to  devise  a  form  of  Gov- 
ernment for  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  a 
member  should  propose  to  concentre  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government  in  one  and  the  same  body, 
and  a  resolution  shotild  be  laid  on  the  table  de- 
claring that  whereas  an  union  of  Executive.  Le- 
gislative, and  Judicial  powers  in  the  same  oody 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
should  go  on  in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  to  apply 
the  remedy — and  some  man  should  make  the 
wonderful  discovery  that  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  constitutionally  participators  of  the 
Executive  power  of  the  Government,  and  that 
in  case  of  impeachment  they  have  also  Judicial 
powers,  and  infer  from  this  that  such  an  union 
was  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— would  not  this  be  a  satire  on  the  Constitu- 
tion as  well  as  those  who  adopt  it  ? 

Suppose  all  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive 
Gh)vernment  were  united  in  one  man.  I  do  not  see, 
if  this  is  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  a  man  is  properly  qualified,  why  he  may 
not  unite  in  himself  the  powers  of  all  the  Depart- 
ments. The  Secretary  of  War  may,  on  the  same 
principle^  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army. 
No, — It  is  not  because  this  resolution  is  a  satire 
upon  the  people  who  framed  or  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, but  because  it  is  a  satire,  a  reproof  of 
which  tne  times  call  for,  that  gentlemen  are'so  ex- 
tremely tender  relative  to  it ;  and  the  question  now 
is,  whether  the  Hous^  ought,  in  tenderness  to  any 
man,  to  flinch  from  the  exercise  of  their  Consti> 
tutional  powers.  What  would  I  have  said  seven 
years  ago  to  any  man  who  should  have  told  me 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have 
been  found  in  opposition  to  this  measure — who 
should  have  predicted  that  the  rugged  patriot  of 
those  days  should  be  softened  by  Court  favor  into 
so  accomplished  a  courtier?  It  shows  that  what 
cannot  be  done  by  force  or  violence,  may  be  by 
influence.  This  question  may  be  put  into  a  short 
compass.  It  iit,  whether  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  a  republican  Constitution,  devised 
and  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  it  gov- 
erns, or  a  piece  of  mechanism,  to  be  tortured  and 
twisted  in  the  hands  in  which  chance  may  throw 
it,  for  the  benefit  of  a  temporary  incumbent.  If 
the  case  has  come  to  this,  that  the  Chief  Justice 
may  be  made  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armies, 
without  the  Constitution  being  violated,  it  is  time 
the  nation  should  know  their  situation. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  he  had  examined  the  resolution, 
and  would  cordially  give  his  assent  to  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  it,  provided  it  were  brought  for- 
ward in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution.   He  thought,  with  his  friend  from  Peon- 
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syUania,  that,  as  it  stood,  it  was  a  dangerous  attack 
upon  the  Constitution.  He  therefore  trusted  it 
would  be  rejected,  and  that  every  similar  attempt 
would  be  treated  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  GluiNGT  said  he  would  merely  observe,  that, 
though  it  were  true  that  an  union  of  civil  and  mil- 
itary offices  in  the  same  person  was  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  not  true  that 
an  union  of  different  offices  in  the  same  person 
was  repugnant  to  it.  They  had  to-day  united  two 
offices  in  the  same  person,  in  the  bill  relative  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They  had  heretofore 
constituted  several  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  He 
could  see  nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  inter- 
fered with  a  plurality  of  offices,  which  in  many 
instances  was  attended  with  great  practical  bene- 
fit. As  there  was  therefore  in  the  Constitution 
nothing  explicit  against  this  union,  he  could  not 
Tote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Qrego  said,  he  believed  it  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices  should  be  united  in  the  same  person; 
but.  he  would  ask,  what  benefit  would  result  from 
such  a  declaration?  The  power  of  appointing  to 
office  was  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate,  who 
were  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution.  Thev 
were,  therefore,  the  judges  of  the  powers  with 
'^hicn  they  were  invested.  In  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  they  have  actually  declared  that  they  do 
possess  it.  What  does  this  resolution  amount  to  ? 
If  they  undertook  to  declare  the  President  guilty 
of  such  a  flagrant  act  as  involved  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  it  was  their  business  to  impeach 
him.  Mr.  G.  said,  as  he  could  see  no  ffood  likely 
to  arise  from  this  resolution,  he  should  not  vote 
for  it.  The  practice  it  referred  to  was  not  new, 
though,  he  had  always  thought  it  wrong.  He  rec- 
ollected, that,  some  years  since,  the  Governor  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  likewise  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army,  for  all  which  appointments  he 
drew  pay,  though  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  it. 
Other  instances  of  the  same  kind  might  be  pointed 
out.  He  did  believe  this  union  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution — to  the  true  spirit  of 
a  republican  Government — and  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  bring  forward  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  prohibit  such  an  union,  he 
would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
language  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Spirit 
was  altogether  an  immaterial  thing — it  was  only 
when  connected  with  the  body  that  they  could  see 
it — and  with  regard  to  the  Cfonstitution,  it  could 
only  be  seen  through  its  letter.  How  long  is  it,  said 
Mr.  F.,  since  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
myself  agreed  to  unite  in  the  same  body  both  civil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers  1  We  did  so,  in 
forming  the  first  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  against  all  such  de- 
claratory resolutions.  They  did  not  bind  Con- 
gress, the  President,  or  even  the  next  House  of 
Representatives,  They  only  contained  an  expres- 
sion of  opinions  where  there  was  no  fiuthority* 


They  were  sent  here  to  pass  laws,  and  not  to  make 
declarations  relative  to  the  Constitutioo. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  considered  tbe 
Constitution  as  a  sacred  deposit  placed  io  tbdi 
hands,  and  not  capable  of  alteration,  except  io  th 
way  fixed  by  itself.  Every  resolutioa  suaibr  to 
that  under  consideration  operated  assnupatd- 
ment  to  it,  which  went  to  torture  and  tvistitoat 
of  i  ts  proper  shape.  He  should,  therefore. not  oilf 
vote  against  this  resolution,  but  against  erery res- 
olution which  appeared  to  him  to  haveaaaulat 
efiect. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb. — Six  years  ago,  there  eoola 
not  have  been  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  this  Hoox 
to  pass  this  resolution — now,  the  right  is  dispatei 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  pass  a  resolution  referring 
to  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  bring  io  s  iaw 
grounded  on  it?  Do  we  not  do  this  everydaj^ 
One  word  as  to  the  appointment  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. Gentlemen  are  fond  of  shelteriDgtbemr 
selves  behind  great  names.  I  have  no  hesiuticn 
in  saying  I  think  the  Executive  was  wroogia 
making  that  appointment.  I  have  no  b^iutioa 
in  saying  so  here,  though  gentlemen  who  joiame 
out  of  doors  are  reluctant  to  make  the  same  dec- 
laration on  this  floor.  I  do  not  think,  howem, 
the  persons  who  made  the  appointment  as  repre- 
hensible as  the  persons  at  whose  importanaie  soli- 
citation it  was  made.  I  believe  that  a  man  of  good 
sense,  and  of  upright  intentions,  may  be  iodac^ 
to  do  that  which  his  own  judgment  will  after- 
wards condemn.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  ute 
chambers  of  our  great  men  were  crowded  with 
applicants  for  offices  in  Louisiana*  I  have  aoder- 
stood  that  for  every  office  there  were  at  least  ose 
hundred  and  fifty  applications.  Thusmacbf(ff 
the  idea  which  has  been  thrown  out  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  scarcity  of  characters  to  supply  these 
offices. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  ourselves  have  done  as 
bad  as  this,  in  establishing  the  temporary  goren* 
ment  of  Louisiana  if  gentlemen  brioff  me  oujT 
more  precedents  on  this  subject.  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  say  that  purchase  was  the  greatest  ctti^ 
that  ever  befel  us.  What !  Shall  a  temporuy 
system,  formed  on  an  emergency,  when  it  was^ 
cessary  to  do  something  to  take  the  countrr  ioto 
our  hands,  be  compared  to  a  deliberate  aod  sfs* 
tematic  procedure  1 

But  there  is  another  reason  alleged  for  aoi^ 
a  plurality  of  offices  in  one  person,  and  that  istb« 
lowness  of  salaries.  I  do  not  know  any  specucK 
more  disgusting  to  a  man  of  unsophisticated  leo* 
ings,  than  that  of  men  hunting,  with  all  the  am- 
ity of  terriers,  after  appointments,  and  the  o^ 
moment  complaining  that  the  salaries  atucbedto 
their  places  are  too  low.  Before  they  &^  ^ 
office  they  have  no  objection  to  the  salary, hot ^^^ 
moment  they  are  on  the  saddle,  they  discover  toai 
thev  have  sacrificed  their  talents  to  the  ^^ 
good.  This  is  the  cant  of  the  whole  iribe-«»« 
slang  of  those  men  whose  last  object  is  to  li^e  ^'^ 
their  own  honest  exertions,  and  who  are  thereiote 
for  making  a  job  of  Government. 

One  observation  has  been  made,  which  sbo«^ 
that  the  meaning  of  this  resolution  has  oot  beea 
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proper! )r  understood,  wiiicb  relates  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking^  Fund.  But  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  not,  strictly 
speakiog,  officers.  The  duties  they  discharge  are 
ex  officio^  in  tirtue  of  their  holding  other  high 
offices,  and,  as  Commissioners,  they  receive  no 
salary.  I  will  go  further,  and  state  that  this  res- 
olation  does  not  contain  anjr  veto  on  the  union  of 
small  offices,  such  as  those  in  the  custom-houses, 
where  the  compensation  attached  to  each  appoint- 
ment is  too  small  to  support  the  officer,  and  the 
duties  too  inconsiderable  to  occupy  his  time;  in 
consequence  of  which,  several  small  appoiotments 
ire  united  in  one  man,  on  the  true  principles  of 
wonomy.  No ;  this  resolution  is  intended  for  great 
»sesf  such  as  that  which  has  been  alluded  to.  I 
>elieve  that  the  person  who  made  that  appoint- 
nent  is  himself  conscious  that  it  was  wrong,  and 
hat,  so  far  fh>m  entertaining  the  fet'lings  which 
gentlemen  have  imagined,  he  will  feel  a  sentiment 
>f  respect  for  this  I^use,  should  they  pass  it. 

Mr.  Varnum  considered  the  resolution  as  go- 
ng too  far,  and  said  it  was  a  very  common  thing 
or  two  offices  to  be  united  in  one  man.  It  had 
wen  usual  to  unite  the  diplomatic  character  with 
he  military  command  in  our  intercourse  with 
he  Indians,  and  a  diplomatic  character  had  like- 
rise  been  given  to  our  naval  commander  in  the 
if  editerranean.  Instances  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
ti  one  person  were  very  numerous.  If  there  ex- 
ited, at  present,  any  case,  in  which  such  an  union 
ras  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  official 
uties,  he  hoped  it  would  be  pointed  out ;  whe- 
her  there  was  or  was  not,  he  could  not  say.  But 
^here  did  th^  responsibility  for  such  appointments 
ie  1  Not  that  House,  but  the  other  branch  of  the 
legislature  was  responsible ;  for  the  correct  dis- 
harge  of  whose  duties  they  were  accountable 
3  the  peoj^e.  Where,  then,  was  the  propriery 
fan  interference  by  the  House?  If  the  Presi- 
ent  made  an  appointment  against  the  spirit  of 
[le  Constitution,  the  people  would  know  it.  Was 
:  presumable  that  if  a  law  was  to  ^ss  this  House, 
redicated  on  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
le  other  brahch  of  the  Legislature  would  agree 
>  it,  aft^r  having  sanctioned  the  appointments  at 
rhich  it  is  levelled  ?    Was  this  House  to  sit  as 

coart  of  censure  ?  The  Constitution  did  not 
elegate  such  a  power.  Our  "ttty  laws,  in  vari- 
as  cases,  direct  the  un\on  of  office  prescribed  by 
le  resoliition.  Ought  w^  not,  then,  in  the  first 
lace,  to  repeal  thosie  laws  before  we  pass  a  reso- 
ttion  in  direct  hostility  to  tb^ml 

Mr.  v.  said,  he  had  no  hesitation  to  obserre, 
lat  the  military  and  civil  office  should,  in  gener- 
l,  be  kept  distmet ;  but  he  believed  there  were 
ises  wheK  it  was  necessary.  He  was  perfectly 
illidg  to  leave  the  responsibility  where  the  Con- 
itation  had  placed  it — in  the  hands  o(  the  Pres- 
lent  and  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  union  of 
le  military  office  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  be  would 
ot  undertake  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  or  not. 
le  could  readily,  however,  conceive,  that  the  union 
rose  from  the  most  correct  motive,  as  the  coun- 
ty was  a  frontier,  which  might  be  menaced  with  I 
anger,  and  which  might  require  thfe  united  et- 1 
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ercise  of  the* military  and  civil  authority  to 
pel  it. 

Mr.  J.  CLAf  said,  he  would  ask  whether  the  or- 
dinary union  of  military  and  civil  powers  in^the 
Governors  of  the  Territories  was  such  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  resolution  4  The  case  of  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  bad  been  alluded  to,  where 
the  same  person,  he  believed,  received  the  pay  of 
Governor  and  brigadier.  Is  that  the  case  with 
the  other  Governors?  He  believed  gentlemen 
would  not  say  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Orleans  should  be  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  army ;  and  yet  they  allowed  that  to  ba 
the  most  vulnerable  point  on  the  frontier.  If, 
then,  they  say  that  the  union  is  neeetaary  in  one 
case,  tbe£wlll  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  in  the 
other.  When  the  marshal  executes  the  petty 
military  authority  with  which  he  is  invested,  does 
he  receive  additional  pay  ?  Does  the  Grovernor 
of  a  State,  being  commander  of  the  militia,  bear 
any  relation  to  the  Grovernor  of  Louisiana,  hold- 
ing a  high  rank  in  the  standing  army  ?  Suppose  the 
southern  frontiershould  beinvaded,and  itsnouldbe 
necessary  to  call  out  the  army  tp  defend  it,  where 
would  be  the  compatibility  of  these  two  appoint- 
ments? The  same  individual  might  be  called  at 
one  and  thesametimeto  St.  Louis  and  St.Mar^r's. 
He  would  ask  whether  it  was  compatible  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  for  a  man  to  enjoy 
a  sinecure?  and  whether  one  of  these  offices  was 
not  a  sinecure,  when  thei#discharge  of  its  duties 
was  inconsistent  with  that  of  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Leib  said  that,  viewing  the  resolution  as 
an  abstract  proposition,  he  had  no  objection  t(» 
giving  it  his  support ;  but  if  was  intended  as  a 
side  attack  upon  tne  Administration,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  it.  Before  he  was  prepared 
to  act  on  it  under  this  view,  he  wished  for  fhcts 
which  were  not  before  the  House.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  fi^as  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^eeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
31,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

TxAs — BarweU  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedlnger,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Levi  Casey,  Mardn  Chittenden,  ChristOH 
pher  Clark,  JToseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Dick* 
son,  SItas  Barle,  James  M.  Gameti,  Petenoti  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Maridh,  Jbsiah  Masters,  thoniia 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Joim  Randolph,  Thomas  Sam^ 
mons,  Thomas  Sandlbrd^  J<^n  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg,  David  R.  Willianuy  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

Nat^— Willis  Alston,  jun^  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Coving- 
ton, Jacob  Crowninahield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
son, Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUib,  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg, 
L.  Gieen,  Silas  Hs]sey,Jdm  Hamilton,  Setfa 
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of  th0  United  Statee,  is  retatauSAe,  ttd  .otfg&t  to  be 
granted. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McFadoa  and  Francis 
Johonnot. 

PLURALITY  OF  OFFICES 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  businea^  of 
yesterday,  being  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  afgreeing  to  the  following  re^lution, 
offered  by  Mr.  J  Randolpb  : 

Sd.  Reiohedf  I'hat  proTif^iou  onght  to  be  made,  by 
laW)  to  render  any  offieer,  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States  incapable  of  holding  any  dvii  office  un- 
der the  United  States. 

Mr.  FtsK  moved  to  postpone  this  resolution  in- 
definitely. 

Thia  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Fisk, 
ELH£n.  and  Cook;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J. 
Clay,  J.  Ranuolph,  and  J.  C.  Smith, 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  disagreed  to — yeas  43,  nays  72,  as 
fbllows : 

Yeas — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Aktim,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid- 
weU«  John  Chandler,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
CuttSy  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Peter 
flarly,  Ebeneaer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Andrew  Ghregg,  Isaiah  L.  Grreen,  Silas  Halsey,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  William 
ifcCreeiy,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Bhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailly,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Jc^n 
Smilie,  Heniy  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton  J^a^id  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  Eli- 
phalet  Wickes,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Nats — Buxwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thos.  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Jjcvi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Claric,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matlliew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawaon, 
WiUiam  Dickson,  Ellas  Earle»  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  WiUiam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Peterson  Go^dwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  David  Hollies,  David  Hough,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  MoOre,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.,  Timoihy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quin^,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penosylvar 
nia,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
dmith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallitaadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phi- 
lip R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Kiltian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Rot>ert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams.  Mannaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Thie  question  was  then  taken  that  the  Honse  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houa^  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmatiTe — yeas  94,  nays  21,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TsAs— Wilis  Alston,  Jun.,  Isaae  Anderson,  David 


Bard,  Burwell  Basaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  SihiBH^ 
ton,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  juniBr,  Tboiiv 
Bkmnt,  Robert  Bmwn,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  Cm^ 
bell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  duttenden,  John  ClMbona^ 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Claj,  Jela 
Clopton,  Frederiek  Conrad,  LcMmard  CovmgtM,Joba 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  PetnEirir, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WiUiam   Ely,  Jda  W. 
Eppes,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  JametllGii. 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Grk 
Silas  Halsey,  John  HamUton,  Seth  Hastiogi,  Utid 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.Jackson,  WsIterJom, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michad  Leib,  Jwfk 
Lewis,  junior,  Duncan  MacFariand,  Robert  Manu, 
Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomu  Moon^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Uostlf, 
Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  GSdeoo 
Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  JositfaQizsKT, 
John  RflOidoIph,  Thomas  M.  RandoI|^,  Job  Ra  d 
Pennsylvania,  Jaeob  Richard,  Peter  Sail^,  TImmdii 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  SdnmsBas, 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Sooith,  JiAn  Smith,  Smod 
Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Riehaid  Stanford,  ioMpb 
Stanton,  WUliam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  8targsi,8o1 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Snmuel  TeBney,Dvii 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.ThimqaDB, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  KUUan  K.  Van  ReowiMr, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, Marmaduke  WiUiams,  Nathan  Willism»,  Aki* 
ander  WUson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstoo. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Bimbu 
Bidwell,  John  Chandler,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Cron- 
inshield,  Richard  Cotts,  Ezra  Ds|^,  John  DaT^port, 
junior,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  JameiK^> 
William  McCreeiy,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Rhet  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  James  SIoib, 
Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whit^hHl,  and  Elzpbikt 
Wickes. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  broogfaiiO; 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  Mr.  David  R.  Williams,  uii 
Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  do  prcfpare  and  briit|  a 
the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiiieeof 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  alter  and  onV 
lish  certain  post  roads;  and, after  some  time speai 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  lieave  to  sit 
again. 

Tbubsdat,  April  3^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  (Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  set 
A)r  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  eitizeos  of  tbe 
United  States  on  the  GoTernment  of  Fnoee. 
The  bill  was  reported  Without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  tod 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  whoiD 
were  referred,  yesterday,  the  amendment  of  tij 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  rerireiBo 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  ^ 
pend,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regtlltti^ 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  rejwrtw 
their  agreement  to  the  same  with  several  amcBd- 
raents;  which  were  severally  twice  reid,  w« 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  agaiti  resolred  itself  into  t  GodbbiI' 
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tee  of  the  Whole,  oa  the  bill  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  several  amendiDents  thereto ;  which  were 
sereraily  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Sieoate  have  passed  a  bill,  eotitl«d  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  ftussdi  f  to  which 
thev  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  supplementary  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  the  tJnited  States  at  Paris, 
for  claims  embraced  by  the  convention  with  the 
French  Republic  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  aqd  three,  which  have 
been  presented  at  the  Treasury,  and  not  included 
in  the  Ii&(  transmitted  on  the  twentieth  ultimo ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mattdkw  Clay,  from  the  Committee  cm 
Public  Lands,  presented  a  hill  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  thegrants  of  (and, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  laad^of  the 
United  3tates  south  of  the  Stale  of  Teaoesaee;'' 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Ao  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  mto  two  8e|>- 
arate  gov^rameqts,  and  for  othec  purposes,"  was 
|-e«d  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  eagrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Miliuiry  Bstablishment  of  the 
United  States^  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  was  read  the  third  time.  When 
the  bill  was  reoommitfed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  immediately.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  the  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
done. 

Mr.  Varn0m  observed,  that  a  report  on  a  new 
organization  of  the  ipilitia  had  been  made,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  of  a  negative  kin^ ; 
that  a  bill  had  been  subsequently  i|cted  upon  iq 
thg  House  in  some  measure  implicating  the 
points  ta)(en  in  the  repof t }  aad  that  afterwards  a 
bill  on  the  subject  had  beea  brought  before  the 
Senate,  which  induced  him  to  suspend  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  report.  That  bill 
had  been  negatived.  His  object  in  rising  was  to 
atate  that^  as  the  r<tp.ort  was  of  a  negalive  charac- 
ter, he  should  not  think  of  tailing  it  op,  unless  it 
wa»  the  wish  of  gentlemen  that  it  should  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith;  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  agree  to 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  provision  for  persons  disabled,  by 
known  wounds  received  during  the  Reyolutionary 
war. 

Mr.  Blacklboge  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Davio  R.  Wit.LiAja0  moved  an  indefinite 
postponement. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Johh  C. 
Smith,  J.  Clay,  L^in,  Vaanom,  BsniiKiBR,  and 

Va24  CoaTLANOT. 

Mr.  Pa^viq  E.  W1LMAI10  withdrew  his  motianu 


when  it  was  agreed  that  the  hill  should  lie  on  the 

table. 


Frioay,  April  4. 

Mr.  John  RANnoi4i>H,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  second  instant,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office ;  which  was  read 
twice^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSRiBLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  biH 
laying  a  doty  on  copper,  therein  oescribed ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  presented  a  bill  concerning  the  further 
safeguard  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Coqtmittee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  refers 
red,  on  the  thirty-first  of  the  same  month,  a  reso- 
lution to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide, 
by  law^  for  fitting  aad  preparing  —  navy  yards, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  or  near  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  for  the  reception  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  war  or  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  aad  con* 
sidered:  Whereupon, 

Buolved^  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  any 
further  legislative  provision  on  this  subject. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  should 
the  Senate  think  prqper  to  appoint  such  commit- 
tee, on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
ouffht  to  adjourn. 

Qrdertd,  That  Mr.  Lain,  Mr.  Clabk,  and  Mr. 
Tbnnsy,  be  appoinied  a  committee,  pursuant  10 
the  said  resolution,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell,'^  was  twice 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  furth^  to  alter  apd  establish 
certain  post  roads,  was  read  the  tl^ird  timCi  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  qf  the  United 
Stales  on  the  Gk)vernment  of  France,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  The  bill  was  reporter 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House* 

Ord^redf  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  ba  engrossed,  and  read  tho  third 
time  to-day. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Sesolvedt  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  from  the 
aeveral  States,  and  present  to  this  House,  at  their  next 
session,  a  list  of  invalid  pensioners  who  have  been 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  respective  States,  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  noting  particularly,  as  far  as  the 
same  may  be  practicable,  whether  such  pensioners  serv- 
ed in  the  militia  or  in  the  line  of  the  regular  army  ; 
and,  also,  the  monthly  sum  allowed  to  each  pensioner. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be  '*An  act  for  erecting  certain  li{^ht- 
houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  Pamlico 
sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina." 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPB  said,  he  rose  merely  to  notify 
the  House  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  mo- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Journal  of  the  secret  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House.  On  Saturday,  he  believed, 
the  House  had  directed  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
to  be  taken  off^  and  the  Journal  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  be  printed.  In  a  few  days  after,  they  saw 
something  like  it  in  a  newspaper.  To-day,  for, 
the  first  time,  they  found  the  official  Journal  laid 
on  their  tables.  Last  session,  they  had  heard  a 
flourish  about  economy  in  the  printing  of  the 
House ;  and  this  session,  several  days  had  elapsed 
before  a  small  pamphlet  was  printed;  and,  he 
would  observe  that,  notwithstandinff  the  printinff 
had  been  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  he  found 
the  same  sum  appropriated  this  year.  He  said 
he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  Journal.  When  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy was  taken  ofi^  it  was,  he  understood,  to  en- 
able the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
House.  He  was.  however,  convinced,  that  very 
few  people  would,  from  its  perusal,  know  any- 
thing about  them. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  to  make  provision 
for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  bv  known 
wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  ot  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war."  And 
the  said  amendment  being  again  twice  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

*•  After  the  word  *that/  in  the  second  line  of  the 
first  section,  strike  out  the  residue  of  the  bill,  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  : 

''Any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
actual  service  af  the  United  States,  while  in  the  line  of 
his  duty,  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Revo- 
Intionaiy  war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  service ;  or 


who,  in  consequence  of  disability  as  aforesaid,  Ttrngotd 
his  commission  or  took  a  discharge ;  or  wbo«  after  ia- 
curring  disability  as  aforesaid,  was  taiken  captive  by  the 
enemy,  and  remained  either  in  captivity  or  on  parakv 
until  the  dose  of  said  Revolutionary  war  ;  or  who,  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds,  received  as  wSaremid^ 
has  at  any  period  since  become  and  continued  dinUed 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  him  unable  to  prmie  a 
subsistence   by  manual  labor ;  whether    such  a£eer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  served  as  \jq^ 
unteer,  in  any  proper  service  against  the  oommoa  ea^ 
my,  or  belonged  to  a  detachment  of  the  mibtia,  vtoek 
served  against  the  common  enemy,  or  to  the  regabr 
forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State ; 
he  shall,  upon  substantiating  his  claim  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  described,  be  placed  on  the  pension  Bst  of 
the  United  States,  during  life,  or  the  conttnoanee  of 
such  disability,  and  be  entitled,  under  the  regiihtioas 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive  snch  sum  n  diall  be 
found  just  and  proper,  by  the  testimony  adduced. 

**  Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That,  in  nb- 
stantiating  such  claim,  the  following  ndes  and  regula- 
tions shall  be  complied  with,  that  is  to  say :  All  evi- 
dence shall  be  taken  on  oath  or  affirmatioii,  belbie  the 
Judge  of  the  District,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Ter- 
ritoiy,  in  which  such  claimant  resides,  or  before  soae 

5 arson  specially  authorized  by  commiaston  from  taid 
udge. 

"  Decisive  disability ,  the  eftect  of  a  known  wound  or 
wounds  received  while  in  the  actual  service,  and  fins 
of  duty  against  the  common  enemy,  during  the  Rcnfa- 
tionary  war,  must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  tiie 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  corps,  oompisj, 
ship,  vessel,  or  craft,  in  which  said  claimant  served;  or 
of  two  other  credible  witnesses  to  the  same  eflect,  set- 
ting forth  the  time  when,  and  place  where,  sudiknova 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  particulariy  de- 
scribing the  same. 

**  The  nature  of  such  dts^Qity,  and  in  what  degree 
it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtaining  his  subsistence, 
must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  some  reputable  pkj- 
sician  or  surgeon,  stating  his  opinion,  either  from  hs 
own  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  the  claimant,  «- 
from  an  examination  of  such  claimant  on  oath  ot  sA 
firmation;  which,  when  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
shall  be  administered  to  said  claimant  by  said  Judge  or 
Commissioner.  And  the  said  physician  or  svngeoBtin 
his  affidavit,  shall  particularly  describe  the  wound  » 
wounds  from  whence  the  disability  appears  to  be  de- 
rived. 

'*  Every  claimant  must  prove,  by  at  least  one  cn&- 
Ue  witness,  that  he  continued  in  service  during  lite 
whole  time  for  which  he  was  detached,  or  for  which  he 
engaged,  unless  be  was  discharged,  or  left  the  aerrifxis 
consequence  af  some  derangement  of  the  army,  or  ia 
consequence  of  his  disability  resigned  his  commioion, 
or  was,  after  his  disability,  in  captivity  or  on  paxole, 
until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  And  in  tbe 
same  manner  must  prove  hi^  mode  of  life  and  employ' 
ment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  the  place  or  i^ace 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  his  place  of  resideDce 
at  the  time  of  taking  such  testimony. 

"  Every  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  ssts&c- 
tory  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  application  ibr  a 
pension  before,  and  that  he  is  not  on  the  pension  list  of 
any  State ;  and  the  Judge  or  Commissioner  shall  cer- 
tify, in  writing,  his  opinion  of  the  credibility  of  the  wit- 
nesses, whose  affidavits  he  shall  take,  in  all  those  csks 
where  by  this  act  it  is  said  the  proof  ahall  be  made  by 
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a  credible  witness  or  witnesses ;  and  also  that  the  ex- 
amining physician  or  surgeon  is  reputable  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

"  Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
Judge  of  the  District,  or  person  by  him  commismoned 
as  aforesaid,  shall  transmit  a  list  of  such  claims,  ac- 
companied by  the  evidence,  affidavits,  certificates,  and 
proceedings  had  thereon  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  not^ 
iog  particularly  the  day  on  which  the  testimony  was 
closed  before  him,  to  the  Secretary  for  the -Department 
of  War,  that  the  same  maybe  compared  with  muster- 
rolls,  or  other  documents  in  his  office :  and  the  said 
Secretary  shall  make  a  statement  of  all  such  cases,  which, 
together  with  all  the  testimony,  he  shall  ih>m  time  to 
time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  remarks  as  he 
may  think  proper,  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to 
place  such  claimants  on  the  pension  list  as  shall  be 
found  entitled  to  the  privilege.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Judge  or  Commissioner,  aforesaid,  to  permit 
each  claimant  to  take  a  transcript  of  the  evidence  and 
proceedings  had  respecting  his  daim,  if  he  shall  desire 
it,  and  to  certify  the  «ame  to  be  correct. 

"Sec  a.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
pension,  or  increase  thereof,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
commence  on  the  day  when  the  claimant  shall  have 
completed  his  testimony  before  the  authority  proper  to 
take  the  same. 

*<  Ssc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  an  increase 
>f  pension  may  be  allowed  to  persons,  already  placed 
ipon  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States  for  disabili- 
ies  caused  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Rev- 
>lutionaiy  war,  in  all  cases  where  justice  shall  require 
lie  same  :  Provided,  That  the  increase,  when  added 
o  the  pension  formerly  received,  shall  in  no  case  ex- 
seed  a  full  pension. 

«  Every  invalid  making  application  for  this  purpose, 
(hall  be  examined  by  two  reputable  physidans  or  sur- 
l^eonsy  to  be  authorized  by  commission  from  the  Judge 
>f  the  District  where  such  invalid  resides ;  who  shall 
eport,  in  writing,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  their  opinion 
»f  the  nature  of  the  applicant's  disability,  and  in  what 
legree  it  prevents  him  from  obtaining  a  subsistence  by 
nannal  labor ;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted,  by 
laid  physicians  or  surgeons,  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
department  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same  with 
he  documents  in  his  office,  and  shall  make  a  state- 
nent  of  all  such  cases,  which,  together  with  the  origi- 
lal  report,  he  shall  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  Con- 
fess, with  such  remarks  as  he  may  think  proper,  that 
hey  may  be  enabled  to  do  justice  to  such  pensioners. 
"  Ssc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  a  full 
tension  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  officer, 
hail  be  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  legally  allowed,  at 
he  time  of  incurring  said  disability,  to  his  grade  in  the 
brces  raised  by  the  United  States ;  and  the  proportions 
B88  than  a  full  pension,  shall  be  the  correspondent  pro- 
lortions  of  said  half-pay  ;  and  a  full  pension  to  a  non- 
ommissioned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  sea- 
aan,  shall  be  five  dollars  a  month,  and  the  proportions 
ess  than  a  full  pension,  shall  be  the  like  proportions  of 
ive  dollars  a  month ;  but  no  pension  of  a  commission- 
id  officer  shlJl  be  calculated  at  a  higher  rate  than  the 
lalf-pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

«  Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pen- 
ions,  or  increase  thereof,  which  may  be  allowed  by 
bis  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  pensions 
o  invalids,  who  have  heen  heretofore  placed  on  the 
tension  list,  are  now  paid,  and  under  such  restrictions 
md  regulations,  in  all  respects,  as  are  prescribed  by 


**  Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  sale,  transfer,  or  mort- 
gage of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  pension,  payable 
to  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  ma- 
rine, or  seaman,  before  the  same  becomes  due,  shall  be 
valid.  And  every  person  daiming  such  pension,  or  any 
part  thereof,  under  power  of  attorney  or  substitution, 
shall,  before  the  same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  aflirmation, 
before  some  magistrate  legally  authorized  to  take  the 
same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  said  magistrate, 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  person  who  pays  said  pen- 
sion, that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  part 
thereof.  And  any  person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall 
suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

*«  Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  heretofore  passed,  so  far  as  they 
authorize  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States,  for,  and  in  consideration  of,  disabilities 
derived  from  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed : 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  repealing  clause  shall 
injure,  or  in  any  way  afiect  those  persons  already  upon 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War  shall  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  transmitted  to  him  by 
any  daimant  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  this  act  had  never  passed. 

*•  Sec  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act, 
so  far  as  it  authorizes  the  admission  of  persons  upon  the 
pension  list  of  the  United  States,  shall  remain  in  force 
for  and  during  the  space  of  six  years  firotn  the  passage 
thereof,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  this  limitation 
shall  not  afiect  or  impair  the  right  of  any  invalid,  who 
may  have  completed  his  testimony,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  act,  before  this  limitation  commences 
its  operation ;  but  which  has  not  been  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War." 

*Mr.  Alston  m^ved  to  recommit  thia  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase.  • 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Alston, 
T.  Moore,  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Blackleoob, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Clay.  R. 
Nelson,  and  Van  Cortlandt;  and  was  disa- 
greed to — yeas  26, 

Mr.  Blackledoe  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
placing  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
all  such  wounded  or  disabled  persons  as  have  been 
placed  00  the  pension  lists  of  the  States  for  wounds 
or  disabilities  received  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  on  adducing  a  prescribed  proof. 

Messrs.  Blackledoe,  Blount,  Clark,  and 
Grego,  supooried,  aod  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Bed- 
iNOER,  R.  Nelson,  Varnum,  Southard,  Bid- 
well,  and  SLOAN,opposed  this  amendment;  which 
was  disagreed  to — veas  34,  nays  69. 

The  friends  of  tne  amendment  contended  that 
it  was  just,  that  a  full  and  liberal  provision  should 
be  made  for  all  the  militia  disabled,  as  well  those 
already  provided  for  by  some  States,  as  those  not 
provided  for  by  other  States. 

The  opponents  of  the  amendment  did  not  deny 
the  justice  of  such  a  provision,  but  contended  that 
it  would  not  probably  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  and  that  it  was  impracticable  to  make 
it  without  going  into  minute  details,  forbidden  by 
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syWania,  that,  as  it  stood,  it  was  a  dangerous  attack 
upon  the  Constitution.  He  therefore  trusted  it 
would  be  rejected,  and  that  every  similar  attempt 
would  be  treated  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  GIdincy  said  he  would  merely  observe,  that, 
though  it  were  true  that  an  union  of  civil  and  mil- 
itary offices  in  the  same  person  was  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  not  true  that 
an  union  of  different  offices  in  the  same  person 
was  repugnant  to  it.  They  had  to-day  united  two 
offices  in  the  same  person,  in  the  bill  relative  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They  had  heretofore 
constituted  several  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  He 
could  see  nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  inter- 
fered with  a  plurality  of  offices,  which  in  many 
instances  was  attended  with  great  practical  bene- 
fit. As  there  was  therefore  in  the  Constitution 
nothing  explicit  ag^ainst  this  union,  he  could  not 
TOte  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Greoo  said,  he  believed  it  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices  should  be  united  in  the  same  person; 
but.  he  would  ask,  what  benefit  would  result  from 
sucn  a  declaration?  The  power  of  appointing  to 
office  was  vested  in  the  President  and  Seoate,  who 
were  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution.  Thev 
were,  therefore,  the  judges  of  the  powers  with 
i^hich  they  were  invested.  In  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  they  have  actually  declared  that  they  do 
possess  it.  What  does  this  resolution  amount  to  ? 
If  they  undertook  to  declare  the  President  guilty 
of  such  a  flagrant  act  as  involved  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  it  was  their  business  to  impeach 
him.  Mr.  G.  said,  as  he  could  see  no  ffood  likely 
to  arise  from  this  resolution,  he  should  not  vote 
for  it.  The  practice  it  referred  to  was  not  new, 
though,  he  had  always  thought  it  wrong.  He  rec- 
ollected, that,  some  years  since,  the  Governor  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  likewise  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army,  for  all  which  appointments  he 
drew  pay,  though  no  notice  bad  been  taken  of  it. 
Other  instances  of  the  same  kind  might  be  pointed 
out.  He  did  believe  this  union  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution — to  the  true  spirit  of 
a  republican  Government — and  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  bring  forward  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  prohibit  such  an  union,  he 
would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
language  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Spirit 
was  altogether  an  immaterial  thing — it  was  only 
when  connected  with  the  body  that  they  could  see 
it — and  with  regard  to  the  Cfonstitution,  it  could 
only  be  seen  through  its  letter.  How  long  is  it,  said 
Mr.  F.,  since  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
myself  agreed  to  unite  in  the  same  body  both  «ivil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers  1  We  did  so,  in 
forming  the  first  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  against  all  such  de- 
claratory resolutions.  They  did  not  bind  Con- 
gress, the  President,  or  even  the  next  House  of 
Representatives.  They  only  contained  an  expres- 
sion of  opinions  where  there  was  no  authority. 


They  were  sent  here  to  pass  laws,  and  not  to  make 
declarations  relative  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  considered  the 
Constitution  as  a  sacred  deposit  placed  in  their 
hands,  and  not  capable  of  alteration,  except  in  the 
way  fixed  by  itself.  Every  resolution  similar  to 
that  under  consideration  operated  as  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  which  went  to  torture  and  twist  it  out 
of  i  ts  proper  shape.  He  should,  therefore,  not  only 
vote  against  this  resolution,  but  against  every  res* 
olution  which  appeared  to  him  to  have  a  similar 
effect. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb. — Six  years  ago,  there  could 
not  have  been  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  this  House 
to  pass  this  resolution — now,  the  right  is  disputed* 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  pass  a  resolution  referring 
to  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  bring  in  a  Jaw 
grounded  on  it  ?  I>o  we  not  do  this  erery  day  ? 
One  word  as  to  the  appointment  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. (Gentlemen  are  fond  of  sheltering  them- 
selves behind  great  names,  i  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  I  think  the  Executive  was  wrong  in 
making  that  appointment.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  so  here,  though  gentlemen  who  join  me 
out  of  doors  are  reluctant  to  make  the  same  dec- 
laration on  this  floor.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
the  persons  who  made  the  appointment  as  repre- 
hensible as  the  persons  at  whose  importanate  soli- 
citation it  was  made.  I  believe  that  a  man  of  good 
sense,  and  of  upright  intentions,  may  be  induced 
to  do  that  which  his  own  judgment  w^ill  after- 
wards condemn.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  ante- 
chambers of  our  great  men  were  crowded  with 
applicants  for  offices  in  Louisiana.  I  hare  under- 
stood that  for  every  office  there  were  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  applications.  Thus  much  for 
the  idea  which  has  been  thrown  out  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  scarcity  of  characters  to  supply  these 
offices. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  ourselves  haye  done  as 
bad  as  this,  in  estahlishing  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana.  If  gentlemen  or  ins  me  man  y 
more  precedents  on  this  subject.  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  say  that  purchase  was  tne  greatest  curse 
that  ever  befel  us.  What!  Shall  a  temporary 
system,  formed  on  an  emergency,  when  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  do  somethins  to  take  the  country  into 
our  hands,  be  compared  to  a  deliberate  and  sys- 
tematic procedure? 

But  there  is  another  reason  alleged  for  uniting 
a  plurality  of  offices  in  one  person,  and  that  is  the 
lo  wness  of  salaries.  I  do  not  know  any  spectacle 
more  disgusting  to  a  man  of  unsophisticated  feel- 
ings, than  that  of  men  hunting,  with  all  the  avid- 
ity of  terriers,  after  appointments,  and  the  next 
moment  complaining  that  the  salaries  attached  to 
their  places  are  too  low.  Before  they  set  the 
office  they  have  no  obiection  to  the  salary,  out  the 
moment  they  are  on  the  saddle,  they  discover  that 
they  have  sacrificed  their  talents  to  the  public 
good.  This  is  the  cant  of  the  whole  tribe— the 
slang  of  those  men  whose  last  object  is  to  live  on 
their  own  honest  exertions,  and  who  are  therefore 
for  making  a  job  of  Government. 

One  observation  has  been  made,  which  shows 
that  the  meaning  of  this  resolution  has  not  been 
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properif  understood,  which  relates  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Siokiog  Food.  Bat  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Siokinff  Fund  are  not,  strictly 
speaking,  officers.  The  duties  they  discharge  are 
ex  officWj  in  virtue  of  their  holding  other  high 
offices,  and,  as  Commissioners,  they  receive  no 
salary.  I  will  go  further,  and  state  that  this  res- 
olution does  not  contain  Rtxy  veto  on  the  union  of 
small  offices,  such  as  those  in  the  custom-houses, 
where  the  compensation  attached  to  each  appoint- 
ment is  too  small  to  support  the  officer,  and  the 
duties  too  inconsiderable  to  occupy  his  time;  in 
consequence  of  which,  several  small  Appointments 
are  united  in  one  man,  on  the  true  principles  of 
economy.  No ;  this  resolution  is  intended  for  grelit 
casesf  such  as  that  which  has  been  alluded  to.  I 
believe  that  the  person  who  made  that  appoint- 
ment is  himself  conscious  that  it  was  wrong,  and 
that,  so  far  from  entertaining  the  feelings  which 
gentlemen  have  imagined,  he  will  feel  a  sentiment 
of  respect  for  this  I^use,  should  they  (mss  it. 

Mr.  Varnum  considered  the  resolution  as  ^o- 
ing  too  far,  and  said  it  was  a  very  common  thin^ 
for  two  offices  to  be  united  in  one  man.  It  had 
been  usual  to  unite  the  diplomatic  character  with 
the  military  command  in  our  intercourse  with 
the  Indians,  and  t  diplomatiii  character  had  like- 
wise been  given  to  our  naval  commander  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Instances  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
in  one  person  were  very  numerous.  If  there  ex- 
isted, at  present,  any  case,  in  which  such  an  union 
was  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  official 
duties,  he  hoped  it  would  be  pointed  out ;  whe- 
ther there  Was  or  was  hot,  he  could  not  say.  But 
where  did  thie  responsibility  for  such  appointments 
lie  ?  Not  that  House,  but  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  was  responsible;  for  the  correct  dis- 
charge of  whose  duties  they  were  accountable 
to  the  people.  Where,  then,  was  the  propriety 
of  an  interference  by  the  House  1  If  the  Presi- 
dent made  an  appointment  against  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  the  people  would  know  it.  Was 
it  presuniable  that  if  a  law  was  to  pass  this  House, 
predicated  on  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  agree 
to  it,  aft^r  having  sanctioned  the  appointments  at 
which  it  is  levelled  ?  Was  this  House  to  sit  as 
1  coart  of  censure?  "the  Constitution  did  not 
lelegate  such  a  power.  Our  vdt^  laws,  in  v^ri- 
3113  cases,  direct  the  union  of  office  prescribed  by 
:he  resoltition.  Ought  wd  not,  then,  in  the  first 
;>lace,  to  repeal  those  bws  before  we  pass  a  reso- 
ution  in  direct  hostility  to  themi 

Mr.  v.  said,  he  had  no  hesitation  to  observe, 
:hat  the  military  and  civil  office  should,  in  gener- 
il,  be  kept  distmct ;  but  he  believed  there  were 
sases  where  it  was  necessary.  He  was  perfectly 
ivillitig  to  leave  the  responsibility  whei%  the  Con- 
itittttion  had  placed  it— in  the  htinds  of  the  Pres- 
dent  and  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  union  of 
;he  military  office  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  he  would 
lot  undertake  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  or  not. 
Ele  could  readily,  however,  conceive,  that  the  union 
irose  from  the  most  correct  motive,  as  the  coun- 
ry  -wBs  a  frontier,  which  might  be  menaced  with 
langer,  and  which  might  require  thfe  nnited  et* 
9th  Con.  —30 


ereiis^  of  th^*  military  fend  civil  authority  to  w- 
pel  it. 

Mr.  J.  CLAf  said,  he  would  ask  whether  the  or^- 
dioary  union  of  military  and  civil  powers  in^thti 
Governors  of  the  Territories  was  such  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  resolution  1  The  case  of  th^ 
Governor  of  Louisiana  bad  beeb  alluded  to,  where 
the  same  persoii,  he  believed,  received  the  pay  of 
Governor  and  Brigadier.  Is  that  the  case  With 
the  other  Governors?  He  believed  gentlemen 
would  not  say  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Orleans  should  be  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  army ;  and  yet  they  allowed  that  to  b^ 
the  most  vulnerable  point  on  the  frontier.  If^ 
then,  they  aay  that  the  union  is  necessary  in  one 
case,  tbe£  will  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  in  the 
other.  When  the  marshal  executes  the  petty 
military  authority  with  which  he  is  invested,  does 
he  receive  additional  pay?  Does  the  Governor 
of  a  State,  being  commander  of  the  militia,  bear 
any  relation  to  the  Grovernor  of  Louisiana,  hold- 
ing a  high  rank  in  the  standing  army?  Suppose  the 
sou  them  frontier  should  be  invaded,  and  itsnouldbe 
necessary  to  call  out  the  army  tp  defend  it,  where 
would  be  the  compatibility  of  these  two  appoint- 
ments? The  same  individual  might  be  called  at 
one  and  the  same  time  to  St.  Louis  and  St.  Mary's. 
He  would  ask  whether  it  was  compatible  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  for  a  man  to  enjoy 
a  sinecure  ?  and  whether  one  of  these  offices  was 
not  a  sinecure,  when  thei#discharge  of  its  duties 
was  inconsistent  with  that  of  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Leib  said  that,  viewing  the  resolution  as 
an  abstract  proposition,  he  had  no  objection  to 
giving  it  his  support ;  but  if  was  intended  as  a 
side  attack  upon  tne  Administration,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  it.  Before  he  was  prepiired 
to  act  on  it  under  this  view,  he  wished  for  fkcts 
which  were  not  before  the  House.  He,  therc^ 
fore,  moved  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  Ivas  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oh  a^eeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negativie — yeas 
31,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

TsAs— Burwetl  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedlnger,  Wll- 
liani  Butler,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  ClutteDden,  Christen 
pher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Dick* 
8onj  filias  Earle,  James  M.  Gameti,  Petersoti  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Pat* 
rick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  l^homai 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  8an^ 
mona,  Thomaa  Sandferd,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smithy 
Thomaa  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg^  David  R.  WiUiama,  and  Alesander 
Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covmg* 
ton,  J  acob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cntts,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
son, Peter  Early,  J^mes  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  WUIiam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Charles  Gotdaborough,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaey,Jo&  Hanillon,  Seth 
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Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Houghs  John  G.  Jack* 
son,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Duncan  McFarland,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon 
8.  Mumfbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  WhitehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston.      btSj^-V 

The  resolution  was  consequentlv  rejected.  And 
then,  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  2. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  thirty-first  of  December  last,  the 
petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of  lands 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  between  the  Miama 
rivers,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read 
and  considered :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  register  and  receiver  of 
public  moneys  of  the  land  office  in  the  district 
of  Cincinnati,  be  authorized  to  grant  certificates 
of  a  right  of  pre-emptioA  to  any  person  residing  on 
any  of  the  reserved  sections,  (other  than  the  re- 
served section  number  sixteen,}  for  the  tract  on 
which  he  resides,  on  the  applicant  producing  to 
them  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  claim  was 
within  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  **An  act  making  provision  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  provided  that  the  person 
shall  exhibit  the  evidence  of  his  claim  before  the 
first  day  of  August  next;  and  provided,  such  cer- 
tificate shall  not  be  granted  for  a  larger  tract  than 
a  quarter  section,  nor  for  any  other  tract  than  that 
on  which  he  resides. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay  presented  to  the  House  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  officers  who  served  in  the  British 
army  J  during  the  war  between  France  and  Qreat 
Britain,  in  America,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nfty-five,  which  was  received 
and  read,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  respect- 
ive titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  grant- 
ed to  them  by  the  King  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  con- 
sideration of  military  services  rendered  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  during  the  said  war  with  France. 
— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  feported  with  sev- 
eral amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  j 


Ordered  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  in  addition  to  ^An  act  to  make  provision  for 
persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war^"  with  sev- 
eral amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  modifica- 
tions of  the  amendment  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  ^  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,''  disagreed  to  by  this  House: 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  this  House  doth  disajrree  to  the 
modifications  by  the  Senate  of  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  acL  enutled 
an  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Josbpb  Clat, 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph, and  Mi. 

MUMFORD. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjtistment 
of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  sod 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled '*An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  stated  that  an  understanding 
had  taken  place  between  the  Minister  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  at  Paris,  and  the  French  Minister  of 
the  public  treasury,  as  to  the  payment  of  claims 
of  American  citizens,  generally  called  Bordeaox 
embargo  claims,  (the  payment  of  which  had  here- 
tofore been  suspended,)  by  which  it  was  agreed 
that  payment  should  be  made  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  Under  the  existing  provisioos^ 
this  authority  did  not  attach  to  the  treasury.  He 
had,  therefore,  been  instructed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  present  a  bill  to  give  this 
power.  lie  accordingly  offered  a  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  makinj^  provision  for  the  paymeot 
of  claims  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  Sates 
on  the  Groveroment  of  France;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Varnum  reported  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  such  measures  as  it  is  ex* 
pedient  to  adopt  for  the  complete  arming  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Siate.^,  giving  a  verj  interest- 
ing detail  of  the  extent  to  which  Uie  mUitia  are  at 
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present  armed ;  bv  which  it  appears  that  there  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  militia  250,000  fire  arms,  and 
120,000  in  the  public  magazines  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  report  recommends  an  Additional 
appropriation  of  961,000  toward  the  manufacture 
of  arms;  which  was  bubsequentlf  introduced  in 
the  military  appropriation  bill. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Sandpord  be  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Gideon  Grani;er,  Post- 
master General,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
who  has  leave  to  be  absent  from  the  service  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  supplementary 
Co  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  making  provision  for 
the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Basbett  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  Amelia  Eugene  Beaumarchais,  heiress  and 
representative  of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumarchais, 
deceased,  by  J.  A.  Chevallie,  her  attorney,  which 
was  received  and  read,  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  an  unfavorable  settlement  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  accounts  of  the  de 
ceased,  for  supplies  furnished,  and  services  ren- 
dered to  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  with  Great  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tlie  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  on  the  29th  ultimo,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  : ''  That  no  person 
'  holding  a  contract  under  the  Government  of  the 
'  United  States,  or  who  shall,  directly  or  indirect- 

*  ly,  particioate  in  the  emoluments  of  such  con- 

*  tract,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in  the 
^  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States — was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  military  appropri- 
ations fur  the  year  1806. 

Having  gone  throueb  the  same,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  House  ordered 
it  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

CHARLE8T0WN,  VA. 

Mr.  Jackson  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabit- 
ants of  Chariestown,  in  Virginia,  praying  that 
that  place  should  be  made  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Lbib  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Jackson  opposed  this  motion,  and  spoke  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  the  Constitutional  right 
of  the  petitioners  to  be  allowed  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSBiELn,  though  against  postpone- 
ment and  in  favor  of  discussing  the  principle,  con- 
tested the  right. 

Mr.  Leib  withdrew  his  motioa ;  when  the  mo- 
tion to  consider  the  report  was  disagreed  to — only 
13  members  rising  in  favor  of  it. 


RELEASE  ON  CUSTOM-HOUSE  BONDS. 

Mr.  Crowninsbielb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  4th  instant,  by  the  House,  the  peti- 
tion of  Francis  Barretto,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner  prays  that  Congress  woald  relieve 
him  from  the  payment  of  a  cnstom-house  bond,  where 
he  is  the  surety,  or,  if  this  is  deemed  improper,  as  he 
is  in  indigent  circumstances,  he  hopes  that  some  favor* 
able  arrangement  may  be  made  for  him,  whereby  his 
person  may  be  exempt  from  arrest,  iinder  the  judg- 
ment obtained  against  him,  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
States. 

The  following  facts  appear  in  this  case :  The  peti- 
tioner, on  the  17th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1795,  to- 
gether with  George  Arnold  and  James  Harrison,  be- 
came bound  to  the  United  States,  as  sureties  for  Joaa 
Joaquim  La  Costa,  for  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  brig- 
antine  Los  Amigos,  from  Madeira,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars.  The  person  who  signed 
the  bonds  as  principal  having  failed  in  his  business, 
and  neglecting  to  pay  the  debt,  suits  were  commenced 
for  the  recoveiy  of  the  duties,  upon  which  judgment 
was  obtained,  and  the  principal  debtor  was  a  long  time 
confined  in  the  jail  of  New  York,  and  •was  finally  lil^ 
erated  punraant  to  an  act  of  Congnnsss,  passed  sixth  of 
June,  1798,  upon  assigning  all  his  property  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  farther  sUted,  that  the 
other  two  sureties,  James  Harrison  and  George  Arnold, 
being  totally  insolvent,  have  departed  from  the  United 
States ;  and  the  petitioner,  unable  to  struggle  with  the 
difficulties  and  loss  of  mercantile  credit  which  he  had 
incurred,  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  bene- 
fit of  the  bankrupt  act.  Since  the  discharge  from  his 
privste  creditors,  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
the  New  York  district  has  recovered  judgment  against 
him  for  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  he  is  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  from  day  to  day. 

He  is  totally  destitute  of  property,  and  has  a  numer- 
ous family  of  young  children,  who  depend  upon  his 
exertions  for  their  education  and  support.  In  iku  dis- 
tressing situation  he  is  unable  to  pursue  any  business 
to  advantage,  and  can  only  expect  or  hope  for  relief 
firom  the  benevolent  interposition  of  Congress. 

The  comfliittee  remark,  that  the  petitioner's  misfor- 
tunes do  not  appear  to  be  owing  to  his  fault  or  neglect. 
He  placed  implicit  confidence  in  the  person  who  was 
principal  on  the  bond,  and  expected  he  would  pay  it; 
he  was  deceived  in  this  expectation.  His  own  funds 
were,  and  still  are,  inadequate  to  meet  the  payment. 
He  is  totally  destitute  of  property.  The  United  States 
cannot  expect  to  receive  anything  from  the  petitioner. 
Thus  circumstanced,  and  well  knowing  that  Congress 
have,  in  several  instances,  where  any  meritorious  cases 
presented  themselves,  maide  provision  for  the  relief  of 
persons  who  were  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  the  com* 
miltee  conceive  that  the  House  will  readily  agree  to 
exempt  the  person  of  the  petitioner  from  arrest  for  the 
debt  owing  to  the  United  States.  Similar  bills  have 
been  reported  during  this  session  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Johoiyiot  and  John  McFadon,  and  the  present  peti- 
tioner has  equal,  if  not  superior  claims  upon  the  human- 
ity of  Congress.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  so  far  as 
to  free  his  person  from  arrest  or  confinement,  on  ac- 
count of  any  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  behalf 
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of  the  Ufkited  States,  is  iMsomble,  end  ought  to  be 
gianted. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McFadon  and  Francis 
Johonnot. 

PLURALITY  OF  OFFICES 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  busineei  of 
yesterday*,  being  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  aigfreeing  to  the  following  resolution, 
offered  by  Mr.  J  Randolph  : 

^d.  Jteioltedt  that  piDTision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  to  render  any  officer,  in  the  Anny  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States  incapable  of  holding  any  dTil  office  un- 
der the  United  States. 

Mr.  FiSK  mored  to  postpone  this  resolution  in- 
definitely. 

This  motion  w^s  supported  by  Messrs.  FtsK, 
Slubh.  and  Cook;  ana  opposed  by  Messrs.  J. 
Clay,  J.  Randolph,  and  J.  C.  Saith, 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  disagreed  to — yeas  43,  nays  72,  as 
follows  : 

YsAS — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Dayid  Bard,  Joseph  Bariter,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  John  Chandler,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Leonard  CoTington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cults,  Esra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Peter 
l^aily,  Bbeneser  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  HaJsey,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  William 
McCreery,  Gurdon  8.  M.umford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailly,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Hennr  Southard,  Joseph  8tanton,DaTid  Thomas, 
Uri  Trscy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  Elir 
phalet  Wickes,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Nats — Buiwell  Baasett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Siks 
Betton,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thos.  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clarit,  Joseph 
Clay,  Mattliew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson, 
William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  James  EUiot,  Caleb 
Eltis,  WiUiam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gai^ 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Jirfui  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis, jr^ 
Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  MoOre,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quin^,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva^ 
nia,  Jacob  Richarda^  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallniadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phi- 
lip R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams.  Maimaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

The  (j^uestion  was  then  taken  that  the  Honse  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hons^  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  94,  nays  21,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YBjka-.Wi]is  Alilon,  Jnn.,  liaae  Audenam,  David 


Bard,  Borwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Sibi  Bet- 
ton,  WilKam  BlacUedge,  Jolui  Blake,  junisr,  Thomai 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Wiliiam  Butler,  John  Ctsp* 
bell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Cliibam^ 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Cltj,  Jolm 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  LeMiaxd  CovingtoSfJolm 
Dawson,  WUliam  Dickson,  BliasEarie,  Peter  Eai);, 
James  EUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WiUiam  Ely,  itbn  W. 
Eppes,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gii* 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Giegi, 
SUas  Halsey,  John  HamUton,  Seth  HastiDgi,  Diiid 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.Jackson,  Waher  Jodo, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Micha^  Leib,  Josepk 
Lewis,  junior,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Maiios, 
Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomu  Mooie, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Gideon 
Olin,  Thnothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah Qqzdct^, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Ret  e^ 
Pennsylvania,  Jaeob  Richards,  Peter  Saillj,  Tboms 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Sdnuentn, 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smitfa,  Stmel 
Smith,  Thomas  Spalding*  Riehard  Stanford,  Jowpb 
Stanton,  WiUiam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stargsi,  8sb1 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Dini 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.ThompnD, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  KUUan  K.  Van  Remaelur, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WO- 
Hams,  Marmaduke  WiUiams,  Nathan  Williams,  Akx* 
ander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  WinttoD. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnibas 
Bidwell,  John  Chandler,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Cron* 
inshicld,  Riehard  Cotts,  Ezra  Da^by,  John  DaTenpoit, 
junior,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jamet  Kelly, 
WUliam  McCreery,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Rhei  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  RusseU,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whttehill,  and  Eliphikl 
Wickes. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  broogbtifl, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  Mr.  David  R.  Williams,  aod 
Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  do  ptepare  and  brioij^  io 
the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Thdbsday,  April  3. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  suppiementaryr  to  the  set 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  citizeos  of  tbe 
United  States  on  the  Qovernnlent  of  Fruet. 
The  bill  Was  reported  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  m 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clat,  from  the  committee  to  wboD 
were  referred,  yesterday,  the  amendment  of  we 
Senate  to  the  Dill,  entitled  **An  act  to  reTireiod 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  ^ 
pend,  in  part  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regttii^i^ 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,**  reportw 
their  agreement  to  the  same  with  several  ameBi- 
ments;  which  were  sererally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  agahi  resolred  itself  into  t  CoffltDit' 
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tee  of  the  Whole,  od  the  bill  further  to  alter  and 
estabjish  certain  post  roadsu  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  several  amendroeats  thereto;  which  were 
aeveraily  twiee  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  IJoase. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell ;"  to  whieh 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traosroitting 
a  supplementary  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  the  tJnited  States  at  Paris, 
for  claims  embraced  by  (he  conyention  with  the 
French  Republic  of  the  thiriieih  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  which  have 
been  presented  at  the  Treasury,  and  not  inclpded 
in  the  list  transmitted  on  the  twentieth  uUimo ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mattqsw  Cl4Y,  from  the  Committee  on 
public  Lands,  presented  a  hill  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  ^'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  laadaof  the 
United  States  south  of  the  Slate  of  Teaoesaee;*' 
which  was  twice  read,  aod  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  tbeacf^  eotiiled  ^Aa 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  8e|>- 
arate  gov^rameqta,  and  for  othec  purposes,"  was 
read  toe  third  time,  and  passed. 

Aa  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  fbr 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States^  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  was  read  the  third  time.  When 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  immediately.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  the  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
done. 

Mr.  Varnum  obseryed,  that  a  report  ou  a  new 
organization  of  the  militia  had  been  made. at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  of  a  negative  Itin^ ; 
that  a  bill  had  been  subsequently  i^cted  upon  iq 
th^  House  in  some   measure   implicating  the 

eoint9  ta)ten  in  the  report;  aad  that  afterwards  a 
ill  on  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  the 
Senate,  which  induced  him  to  suspend  calling  the 
auention  of  the  House  to  the  rejport.  That  bill 
had  been  negatived.  His  object  m  rising  was  to 
state  that,  as  the  re^fMict  wm  of  a  negative  charac- 
ter, he  should  not  thiak  of  tollio^  it  op,  unless  it 
wa^  the  wish  of  gentlemen  that  it  should  be  dis- 
ctiased. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith;  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  agree  to 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  raakiDg  provision  for  persons  disabled,  by 
known  wounos  received  during  the  Heyolutionary 
war. 

Mr.  Blacklboge  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Davio  R.  WipLiAMS  amoved  aii  indefinite 
postponement* 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  John  C. 
Smita,  J.  Clay,  Lsib,  VAaifiiM,  psniNOBB,  imd 
Van  CoaTi«ANnT. 

Mje.  Pa^vaq  8L.  Wii.i«ujca  withdrew  hiamotiwi, 


when  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the 

table. 


Fbioay,  April  4- 

Mr.  JoBN  RAvnoLtf  B,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  second  instant,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  frood  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cbowninsbibld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill 
laying  a  duty  on  copper,  therein  described ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  presented  a  bill  concerning  the  further 
safeguaid  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, on  the  thircy-first  of  the  same  month,  a  res^ 
Intion  to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide, 

by  hiWj  for  fitting  and  preparing navy  yards, 

belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  or  near  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  for  the  reception  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  war  ot  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  coft* 
sidered :  Whereupon, 

Eeaolted^  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  any 
further  legislative  provision  on  this  subject. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbib, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Seaate,  should 
the  Senate  think  prqper  to  appoint  such  commit- 
tee, on  the  time  that  the  two  uoQses  of  Congress 
euffht  to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lbib,  Mr.  Clabk,  aad  Mr. 
Tennbt,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resoluuoii,  on  the  part  pf  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^  entitled  '*Ab  act 
for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  O.  Russell,'^  was  twice 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Mondajr  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  furth^  to  alter  ap4  establish 
certain  post  roads,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  tp  the  act  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  qf  the  United 
States  on  the  Government  of  France,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  The  bill  was  reporteq 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  be  aogrossed,  and  read  the  third 
tio^e  to-day. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Besoivedt  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  from  the 
several  States,  and  present  to  this  House,  at  their  next 
session,  a  list  of  invalid  pensioners  who  have  been 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  respective  States,  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  noting  particularly,  as  far  as  the 
same  may  be  practicable,  whether  such  pensioners  serv- 
ed in  the  militia  or  in  the  line  of  the  regular  army ; 
and,  also,  the  monthly  sum  allowed  to  each  pensioner. 

.   Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,and  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolvedj  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be  ^An  act  for  erecting  certain  li{^ht- 
houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  buoys  in  Pamlico 
soand,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina." 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH  said,  he  rose  merely  to  notify 
the  House  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  mo- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Journal  of  the  secret  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House.  On  Saturday,  he  believed, 
the  House  had  directed  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
to  be  taken  off|  and  the  Journal  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  be  printed.  In  a  few  days  after,  they  saw 
something  like  it  in  a  newspaper.  To-day,  for, 
the  first  time,  they  found  the  omcial  Journal  laid' 
on  their  tables.  Last  session,  they  had  heard  a 
flourish  about  economy  in  the  printing  of  the 
House ;  and  this  session,  several  days  had  elapsed 
before  a  small  pamphlet  was  printed;  and,  he 
would  observe  that,  notwithstanding  the  printing 
had  been  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  he  found 
the  same  sum  appropriated  this  year.  He  said 
he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  Journal.  When  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy was  taken  ofi^  it  was,  he  understood,  to  en- 
able the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
House.  He  was.  however,  convinced,  that  very 
few  people  would,  from  its  perusal,  know  any- 
thing about  them. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  ^An  act  to  make  provision 
for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war."  And 
the  said  amendment  being  again  twice  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

*•  After  the  word  *  that,'  in  the  second  line  of  the 
first  section,  stiike  out  the  residue  of  the  bill,  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : 

*'Any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
actual  service  af  the  United  States,  while  in  the  line  of 
hb  duty,  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  service ;  or 


who,  in  consequence  of  disability  as  aforesaid,  resgud 
his  commission  or  took  a  discharge;  or  wbo« after  in- 
curring disability  as  aforesaid,  was  tsiken  captxre  bj  tlie 
enemy,  and  remained  either  in  captivity  or  on  piFoie, 
until  the  dose  of  said  Revolutionary  war ;  or  vho^  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds,  received  as  tftfotid, 
has  at  any  period  since  become  and  oonttnocd  disabled 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  him  unable  to  poane  t 
subsistence  by  manual  labor ;  whether  sadi  flffieer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  served  u  i  vol- 
unteer, in  any  proper  service  against  the  common  ee^ 
my,  or  belonged  to  a  detachment  of  the  militis,  vbick 
served  against  the  common  enemy,  or  to  the  regular 
forces  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  any  particalar  State; 
he  shall,  upon  substantiating  his  claim  in  the  manoer 
hereinafter  described,  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  States,  during  life,  or  the  continiuoce  of 
such  disability,  and  be  entitled,  under  the  r^ttknif 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive  such  sum  » ahali  be 
found  just  and  proper,  by  the  testimony  addoced. 

**  Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacts  Thtt,  is  rab- 
stantiating  such  claim,  the  following  rules  and  rpgnh- 
tions  shall  be  complied  with,  that  is  to  say :  AH  evi- 
dence shall  be  taken  on  oath  or  affirmatioii,  before  the 
Judge  of  the  District,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, in  which  such  claimant  resides,  or  before  mne 
Jerson  specially  authorized  by  conunission  from  said 
udge. 

**  Decisive  disability ,  the  efiect  of  a  known  woaodor 
wounds  received  while  in  the  actual  service,  sod  fine 
of  duty  against  the  common  enemy,  during  the  Rerolo- 
tionary  war,  must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  corps,  companj, 
ship,  vessel,  or  craft,  in  which  said  claimant  served; « 
of  two  other  credible  witnesses  to  the  same  effect,  set- 
ting forth  the  time  when,  and  place  where,  such  koon 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  particolarij  de- 
scribing the  same. 

<*  The  nature  of  such  disi|bUity,  and  in  what  degree 
it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtaining  his  snbnsteace, 
must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  some  reputable  pbj- 
sician  or  surgeon,  stating  his  opinion,  either  from  \» 
own  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  the  dsimairt,  or 
from  an  examination  of  such  claimant  on  oad  or  af- 
firmation; which,  when  necessary  for  that  poipQMi 
shall  be  administered  to  said  claimant  by  said  Judge  or 
Commissioner.  And  the  said  physician  or  saigeoOtiB 
his  affidavit,  shall  particularly  describe  the  wound  «r 
wounds  from  whence  the  disability  appean  to  be  de 
nved. 

**'  Every  claimant  must  prove,  by  at  least  one  credi- 
ble witness,  that  he  continued  in  service  daring  tbe 
whole  time  for  which  he  was  detached,  or  for  whKh  be 
engaged,  unless  he  was  discharged,  or  left  the  serrierin 
consequence  af  some  derangement  of  the  army,  or  i& 
consequence  of  his  disability  resigned  his  comnu»i<n> 
or  was,  after  his  disability,  in  captivity  or  on  pvole, 
until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  And  in  tbe 
same  manner  must  prove  hi^  mode  of  life  and  employ* 
ment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  the  place  or  pi«c<f 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  his  place  of  resdeix* 
at  the  time  of  taking  such  testimony. 

"  Every  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  a^' 
tory  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  application  ^^ 
pension  before,  and  that  he  is  not  on  the  pension  listn 
any  State;  and  the  Judge  or  Commisi^ioner  sbal!  c^' 
tify,  in  writing,  his  opinion  of  the  credibility  of  thevit- 

Inesses,  whose  affidavits  he  shall  take,  in  all  those  caffS 
where  by  this  act  it  is  said  the  proof  shall  be  made  by 
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a  credible  witness  or  witnesses ;  and  also  that  the  ex- 
amining physician  or  surgeon  is  reputable  in  bis  pro- 
fession. 

'*  8bc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
Judge  of  the  District,  or  person  by  him  commissioned 
as  aforesaid,  shall  transmit  a  list  of  such  claims,  ac- 
companied by  the  eridenee,  affidavits,  certificates,  and 
proceedings  had  thereon  in  pursuance  of  tiiis  act,  not- 
ing particularly  the  day  on  which  the  testimony  was 
closed  before  him,  to  the  Secretary  for  the -Department 
of  War,  that  the  same  may  be  compared  with  muster- 
rolls,  or  other  documents  in  his  office :  and  the  said 
Secretary  shall  make  a  statement  of  all  such  cases,  which, 
together  with  all  the  testimony,  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  remarks  as  he 
may  think  proper,  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to 
place  such  claimants  on  the  pension  list  as  shall  be 
fi>und  entitled  to  the  privilege.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Judge  or  Commissioner,  aforesaid,  to  permit 
each  claimant  to  take  a  transcript  of  the  evidence  and 
proceedings  had  respecting  his  claim,  if  he  shall  desire 
it,  and  to  certify  the  «ame  to  be  correct. 

"Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
pension,  or  increase  thereof,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
commence  on  the  day  when  the  claimant  shall  have 
completed  his  testimony  before  the  authority  proper  to 
take  the  same. 

"  8bg.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  increase 
of  pension  may  be  allowed  to  persons,  already  placed 
upon  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States  for  disabili- 
ties caused  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Rev- 
olutionaiy  war,  in  all  cases  where  justice  shall  require 
the  same :  Provided,  That  the  increase,  when  added 
to  the  pension  formerly  received,  shall  in  no  case  ex- 
ceed a  full  pension. 

*<  Every  invalid  making  application  for  this  purpose, 
shall  be  examined  by  two  reputable  physicians  or  sur- 
g^eons,  to  be  authorized  by  commission  from  the  Judge 
of  the  District  where  such  invalid  resides ;  who  shall 
report,  in  writing,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  their  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  the  applicant's  disability,  and  in  what 
degree  it  prevents  him  from  obtaining  a  subsistence  by 
manual  labor ;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted,  by 
said  physicians  or  surgeons,  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same  with 
the  documents  in  his  office,  and  shall  make  a  state- 
ment of  all  such  cases,  which,  together  with  the  origi- 
nal report,  he  shall  fit>m  time  to  time  transmit  to  Con- 
gress, with  such  remarks  as  he  may  think  proper,  that 
Uxey  may  be  enabled  to  do  justice  to  such  pensioners. 
"  8sc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  frill 
pension  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  officer, 
shall  be  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  legally  allowed,  at 
the  time  of  incurring  said  disability,  to  his  grade  in  the 
forces  raised  by  the  United  States ;  and  the  proportions 
less  than  a  full  pension,  shall  be  the  correspondent  pro- 
portions of  said  half-pay  ;  and  a  full  pension  to  a  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  sea- 
man, shall  be  five  dollars  a  month,  and  the  proportions 
less  than  a  full  pension,  shall  be  the  like  proportions  of 
five  dollars  a  month  ;  but  no  pension  of  a  commission- 
ed officer  shall  be  calculated  at  a  higher  rate  than  the 
half-pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

"  Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pen- 
sions, or  increase  thereof,  which  may  be  allowea  by 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  pensions 
to  invalids,  who  have  been  heretofore  placed  on  the 
pension  list,  are  now  paid,  and  under  such  restrictions 
and  regulations,  in  all  respects,  as  are  prescribed  by 
law. 


**  Sbc.  8.  And  be  tt  further  enacted^  That,  frum  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  sale,  transfer,  or  mort- 
gage of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  pension,  payable 
to  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  ma- 
rine, or  seaman,  before  the  same  becomes  due,  shall  be 
valid.  And  every  person  claiming  such  pension,  or  any 
part  thereof,  under  power  of  attorney  or  substitution, 
shall,  before  the  same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  aflirmation, 
before  some  magistrate  legally  authorized  to  take  the 
same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  said  magistrate, 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  person  who  pays  said  pen- 
sion, that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  part 
thereof.  And  any  person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall 
suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

"  Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  heretofore  passed,  so  fiir  as  they 
authorize  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States,  for,  and  in  consideration  of,  disabilities 
derived  from  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed : 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  repealing  clause  shall 
injure,  or  in  any  way  affect  those  persons  already  upon 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War  shall  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  transmitted  to  him  by 
any  claimant  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  this  act  jiad  never  passed. 

*<  Sbc  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act, 
so  fiir  as  it  authorizes  the  admission  of  persons  upon  the 
pension  list  of  the  United  States,  shall  remain  in  force 
for  and  during  the  space  of  six  years  firotb  the  passage 
thereof,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  this  limitation 
shall  not  afreet  or  impair  the  right  of  any  invalid,  who 
may  have  completed  his  testimony,  in  the  maimer  pre- 
scribed by  this  act,  before  this  Umitation  commences 
its  operation ;  but  which  has  not  been  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War." 

liifr.  Alston  m^ved  to  recommit  this  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  * 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Alston, 
T.  MooRfi,  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Blackledgb, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Clay.  R. 
Nelson,  and  Van  Cortlanot;  and  was  disa- 
greed to — yeas  26. 

Mr.  Blackledge  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
placing  00  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
all  such  wounded  or  disabled  persons  as  have  been 
placed  on  the  pension  lists  of  the  States  for  wounds 
or  disabilities  received  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  on  adducing  a  prescribed  proof. 

Messrs.  Blackledge,  Blount,  Clark,  and 
Gregg,  supoorled,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Bed- 
iNGER,  R.  Nelson,  Varnum,  Southard,  Bid- 
well,  and  SLOAN,opposed  this  amendment;  which 
was  disagreed  to — veas  34,  nays  69. 

The  friends  of  tne  amendment  contended  that 
it  was  just,  that  a  full  and  liberal  provision  should 
be  made  for  all  the  militia  disabled,  as  well  those 
already  provided  for  by  some  States,  as  those  not 
provided  for  by  other  States. 

The  opponents  of  the  amendment  did  not  deny 
the  justice  of  such  a  provision,  but  contended  that 
it  would  not  probably  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  and  that  it  was  impracticable  to  make 
it  without  going  into  minute  details,  forbidden  by 
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th^  advaoced  stage  of  the  ses^oo,  and  r&om- 
meoded  that  it  should  be  made  the  s^bject  of  a 
^distinct  bill  at  a  future  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  98,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker, 
BurweU  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton, 
Barnabas  Bidwell,  WUIiam  Blackledge,  John  Blake, 
junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butier,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Ohandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninsfaield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
bavenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wiiltam  Ely,  John  W. 
Bppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Grar- 
nett,  Andrew  Gregg,  uniah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  Setib  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  D^vid 
Hough,  James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder, 
Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Pughy  losiah  Q^uncy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Jojbin  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
TFhomas'  Sandfbrd,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seavpr,  James  Sloan,  John  Smille,  John  C.  Smith,  John 
43mith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
6turges,  Samuel  Taggaii,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  l)avid  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  PhiHp  Van  Cortiandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
iaer,  Joseph  B.  Vtumum,  Peleg  WadsworCh,  John 
WhitehiH,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Mar- 
maduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
ton, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Thom- 
as Blount,  Levi  Casey,  Christopher  Clark,  Elias  fiarle, 
f^eterson  Goodwyn,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan, 
fitancan  MacFarland,  Robwt  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jofaa  Ha»dolph,  Abram  Trigg,  and  David  R.  WilUams. 


Satubdat,  April  5. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  of  the  twenty-sixth  ultimo,  "to  inquire 
{nto  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of 
the  several  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
pf  the  United  States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  lands,"  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
Qext. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameud- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes:"  Where- 
upon the  said  amendments,  together  with  the 
bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts,  as  au- 
jthorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt, , 


iq  payment,  for  lands  of  the  United  States, ud 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  tl^e  public  debc,^ 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  theydesin 
the  COP  currence  of  this  House.  The  Seo^t^  Iuti 
also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  cooriiipe 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  anilutnz«the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  ud  for 
other  purposes,"  with  several  ameDdneius;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Greqg,  from  the  Committee  on  thePoUie 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  respecting  the  claims  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  ana  State  of  Ohio; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  nexL 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
meats  proposed  by  the  Seiiate  to  the  bill,  eotitioi 
''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  aqy  act,  oract5as 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  pablic 
debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  rdi^tive  to  the  public  debt:" 
Whereupon,  the  said  amendiqeiits,  together  witii 
the  bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wajs 
and  Means. 

PAY  OP  WITNE88E8d. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making 
provision  for  the  compensatioB  of  witnesses  wm 
attended  on  the  trial  of  Samuel  Chase. 

The  Chairn&an  stated  that  the  araendmeDt,  oa- 
der  consideration  at  the  time  this  bill  was  bam 
the  committee,  was  to  insert  in  the  first  seetioa 
'^on  the  part  of  the  United  States"— UrQitiog  the 
provision  to  the  payment  of  witnesses  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

On  this  amendment,  the  Committee  divided- 
yeas  59  nays  35. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smitq,  a  new  sectin 
was  introduced  providing  for  the  payment  of  aaf 
ezpences  incurred  by  order  of  the  managers. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  villi 
these  amendments.  The  Hoose  iqim^iatelf  took 
up  the  report. 

Go  concurring  with  the  Conamittee  ia  thtii 
agreement  to  the  amendment  icstrieting  the  pro- 
vision to  the  payment  of  the  witnesses  samooQad 
"  on  the  part  oi  the  United  Statea,"  the  ycasaod 
nays  were  taken,  after  a  few  remarks  nude  bf 
Mr.  M.  Williams  against  the  amendment,  tad 
were — yeas  5l,  nays  54,  as  folio wu: 

Yeas — Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  BorveH 
Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  WUliam  Bltdde4s8^ 
John  Blake,  junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Batkr, 
Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  Leooiiii 
Covington,  Elias  Barle,  Bbeneaer  Elmer,  Jobs  ^' 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  M.  Gamett,  ti^ 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hilsef, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Thomas  KeosD,  J^ 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Mis- 
ters, Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Joha  Monpw, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Penosjffvu^f 
John  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Tbomaf  §«&• 
mons,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  James  Sloan,  John  SD>bCi 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  StanM* 
PhUip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vamoa, 
Robert  WhitehtU,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Aleisndkr  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
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Nat9— Willis  Alcton,  junior,  Di^Tid  B^  8Um  B«t. 
ton,  Thomfts  Blount,  Martin  Chittanden,  John  GUi- 
bonie,  Christopher  Clark,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dav«nport,jr. 
Wiiliam  Dickson,  Peter  Earlv  Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
8eth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Duncan 
McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Russell^  Peter  Sailly,  Martip  O.  Schuneman,  Ebene- 
ser  Seaver,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  WUUam 
Stedmau*  Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min   Tallmadge,  Samuel    Tenney,  David    Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  UH  Traey,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt|  Killian  K.  Van  Rei^Mwlasr,  P«leg  Wadfwortbf 
John  Whitebill,  Eliphalet  Wiek^s,  Mamiaduks  Wil- 
lian^,  and  Kat^^  WillwnSf 

The  H^oae  then  eoncnrrcd  in  the  aeco&d 
aroendinent,  when  the  bill  was  oidered  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday — yeas  62. 

IMPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cpmquittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the  eases  there^ 
in  mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonpage.'^ 

This  bill  establishes  the  town  or  landing  place 
Df  Darien  into  a  port  of  delivery;  and  contains 
^e  following  provision  in  the  third  section,  vi^ : 
^That  so  mach  of  the  18th  section  of  the  ^^act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,''  as  relates  to  the  entry  of  ships  or  vessels 
irriving  from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or  &om 
toy  place  beyond  the  same;  and  so  mooh  of  the 
77th  section  of  said  act  as  restcicts  the  allowance 
}f  drawback  to  goodsj  wares,  and  merchandise, 
sxported  from  the  districts  of  original  importation, 
>r  from  those  ports  at  which  vessels  from  the 
I)ape  of  Good  Hope  or  any  place  bevond  the 
«me,  are  permitted  to  make  entry,  shall  be,  and 
lereby  are  repealed." 

The  effect  *of  the  first  part  of  this  provision 
ivould  be  to  admit  to  entry  vessels  from  or  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope  at  any  port  of  entry 
n  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clar(:  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensuedj  in  which 
fessrs.  Clark,  Elt,  D.  R.  Williams,  J.  C. 
^M iTH,  GtciNcr,  and  Dana,  supported,  and  Mr. 
/ROWNIN8HIEL0  oppoHed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  striking  out 
he  residue  of  the  section^  which  prevailed  without 

division. 

Mr.  duiNCY  moved  a  new  section,  for  marking 
^ly  oiQuth,  in  Massachusetts,  a  port  of  entry  for  ves- 
?ls  from  or  beyond  the  Cspe  of  Good  Hope,  which 
ras  disagreed  to — ye^s  7. 

Mr.  Blount  offered  a  new  section  for  erecting 

district  to  be  called  the  district  of  Ocraeoke,  io 

forth  Carolipa,  into  a  port  of  entry,  which  was 

freed  to ;  wliien  the  Committee  roye  and  report- 
the  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  atQead- 
i^ates  do  li?  on  th#  lable. 


SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph. — I  rise  to  execute  the  pur- 
pose which  I  intimated  yesterday.    On  the  first 
page  of  this  Journal  (holding  in  his  hand  the 
Journal  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  House) 
I  find  it  stated  that  the  Speaker  laid  before  th^ 
House  a  Jetcer  and  communication  from  the  Pres- 
ideat  of  the  United  States,  which  were  read;  that 
tbev  were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  I 
find  that  then  follows  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee, without  any  notice  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  on  which  it  was  grounded.    This  I  take 
to  be  a  departure  from  the  regular  system  of  keep- 
ing[  the  Journal,  because  I  perceive  in  other  parts 
of  It  messams,  though  of  a  private  nature,  accom* 
panyifig  other  communications,  inserted.    I  deem 
It  not  less  important  to  the  character  of  those  who 
compose  the  select  committee,  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  one,  than  to  the  character  of  the  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  that  a  full  and  fair 
▼iew  should  be  given  to  the  public  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
Legislature  on  the  other,    i  beg  pardon  for  usinf 
the  term  ^  government ;"  by  government  I  meant 
the  Bzecative  department,    f  shall  feel  it  incuip- 
bent  on  me,  io  order  to  impress  on  the  House  the 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  importance  of  this  mo- 
tion^ to  enter  iqto  some  little  history  ot  the  tran-* 
sactions  which  have  taken  place  with  closed  doors, 
in  which,  thoueh  I  may  not  undertake  to  say  what 
the  Message  of  the  President  contains,  I  shall  feel 
myself  at  liberty,  according  to  the  course  pursued 
here,  to  say  what  it  does  not  contain. 

It  is  true  that,  on  the  6th  of  December,  that  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  a  select  committee.  That 
committee  met,  and  one  of  the  members,  a  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  whom  I  do  not  now  see 
in  his  place,  as  soon  as  the  committee  met,  pro- 
posed that  they  should  recommend  to  the  House 
the  making  an  appropriation  of  money  to  enable 
the  Bxeoutive  to  negotiate  abroad.  I  understood, 
thouffh  it  may  not  nave  been  so  expressed,  that 
the  oojeet  was  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas.  There 
was  a  great  variety  of  sentiment  in  the  commit- 
tee, and  other  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  of 
whom  I  was  one,  objected,  that  in  the  confidential 
Message  of  the  President,  there  was  not  a  sylla- 
ble about  the  purchase  o/  the  Floridas^  or  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  foreign  negotiation,  that 
there  was  not  a  word  in  it  to  induce  us  to  believe 
that  Spain  was  willing  to  make  the  sale  or  to 
come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  difference  with 
us;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  direct  and  oppo- 
site inference  could  only  be  drawn  from  its  con- 
tents. 

On  coming  to  town,  and  conversing  with  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House,  I  was  apprized  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  project  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas 
from  Spam ;  and  I  was  prepared  to  have  consid- 
ered any  expressions  in  the  Executive  Message  as 
having  this  meaning,  which  could  at  all  warrant 
it.  Tnere  was  such  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
committee  that  they  came  to  no  direct  conclusion. 
Circumstances  of  an  imperious  nature  called  me 
to  Baltimore,  where  I  staid,  I  think,  six  days.  On 
my  return  on  Saturday^  I  found,  from  the  infor- 
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znation  of  a  geDtleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Nicholson.)  that  there  bad  been  considerable  ez- 
citement  in  consequence'  of  the  committee  not 
reporting.  Without  even  changing  my  clothes, 
or  going  to  mv  lodgings,  I  immediately  met  the 
committee,  and  it  was  agreed  to  write  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  learn  from  him  the  qumberof 
troops  necessary  to  protect  the  Southern  frontier 
from  Spanish  inroad  and  insults.  But,  althouo^h 
in  the  public  Message  of  the  President,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  we  ht-ard  much  of  Span- 
ish outrages  and  insults,  and  though  the  private 
Message  of  the  President  held  a  language  in  con- 
sonance with  the  public,  I  found  a  backwardness 
in  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  and  of  the 
Executive  government,  generally,  on  taking  a  de- 
cided attitude  as  to  Spam;  and  I  found  what  was 
worse — before  I  left  town  to  go  to  Baltimore — 
from  a  conversation  with  what  hns  been  consid- 
ered the  head  of  the  first  Executive  department 
under  the  Government,  that  France  was  the  great 
obstacle  to  the  compromise  of  Spanish  differences; 
that  France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  come  to 
any  accommodation  with  us,  because  France 
wanted  money,  and  that  we  must  give  her  money. 
From  the  moment  I  heard  that  declaration,  ail 
the  objections  I  originallv  had  to  the  procedure, 
«  were  aggravated  to  the  highest  possible  decree. 
I  considered  it  a  base  prostration  of  the  national 
character,  to  excite  one  nation  by  money  to  bully 
another  nation  out  of  its  property,  and  from  that 
moment,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life,  my 
confidence  in  the  principles  of  the  man  entertain- 
inff  those  sentiments,  died,  never  to  live  again. 
Well,  sir,  during  my  absence  in  Baltimore,  the 
despatches  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  17th 
of  January  arrived.  This  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  mention  again.  The  House  began  to  act  on 
the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations.  Gentlemen 
who^  in  select  committee,  had  declared  that  they 
considered  the  Executive  Message  as  a  requisition 
to  buy  the  Floridas,  though  there  was  not  a  word 
in  it  about  the  Floridas,  or  about  money,  took  a 
different  ground  in  the  House.  They  said,  that 
though  the  Executive  did  not  recommend  to  Con- 
gress to  purchase  the  country,  yet  that  they  were 
adequate  to  give  the  business  this  direction;  that 
if  they  cha<$e,  they  were  ^  liberty  to  do  it.  But 
unfortunately  for  this  n^w  doctrine,  and  the  pre- 
vious one  broached,  and  unfortunately  for  the 
whole  system  that  gentlemen  stepped  forward  to 
enforce,  one  gentlemen  asserted  ihat  he  was  ready, 
in  his  own  person,  to  vouch  that  the  course  in 
question  was  in  consonance  with  the  secret  wishes 
of  the  Executive ;  and  this  is  one  of  those  reasons 
which  calls  most  imperiously;  for  the  motion 
which  I  am  about  to  make.  Wnat  was  afterwards 
done  the  House  will  perceive.  I  pass  over  the 
motion  made  to  restrict  the  purchase  to  the  coun- 
try not  in  dispute  with  Spain,and  to  exclude  from 
that  purchase  the  country  in  dispute,  thereby  test- 
ing the  principle,  whether  we  were  actually  buy- 
ing land  or  peace.  In  spite  of  every  obstacle,  of 
all  opposition,  and  the  contradictory  votes  given, 
the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  on  the  next 
day,  the  17th  of  January,  after  the  business  was 


out  of  our  possession,  we  received  despatches  from 
our  Minister  at  London,  which  had  arrived  before 
Christmas.  It  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  at- 
tempted to  be  insinuated  by  individual  mfmbeii 
that  inasmuch  as  we  received  the  origiosl  {nper, 
and  not  a  copy,  the  despatches  had  just  irrired, 
and  there  had  not  been  time  for  transcribing  tbem. 
But  in  returning  from  the  House,  I  was  so  well 
convinced  to  the  contrary,  for  I  had  mfsdf  re- 
ceived letters  from  London  of  a  cootemporucoos 
date,  that  I  madeioquiry  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  was  told  that  they  had  heen  receiTedtbe 
week  before  Christmas,  at  the  same  time  witb  my 
letters. 

While  I  am  up,  I  will  undertake  to  reeti/jra 
trivial  inaccuracy,  (for  I  wish  everythin;  which 
I  state  on  this  floor  to  be  literally  exact,}  wbich, 
on  some  former  occasion,  escaped  me.  1  said  tbat 
the  existence  of  these  despatches  was  onkDowii 
to  a  high  Cabinet  Minister;  although  it  iscertaia 
that  I  so  understood,  it  is  no  less  so  that  1  was 
mistaken.  But  though  their  existence  was  oot 
unknown,  yet  their  contents  were.  That  Minister 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  contained— oo 
the  contrary,  he  had  every  reason  to  beliere  tbit 
the^  did  not  contain — anything  relative  to  oar 
difierences  with  Spain ;  and  as  to  their  being  seat 
to  the  House,  he  Icnew  nothing  of  it  aotil  after 
they  had  been  received.  They  were  do  soooer 
opened  here  than  they  excited  an  instantaneoas 
sensation,  and  produced  a  declaration  that  the 
course  we  had  taken  was  wrong ;  they  prodoced 
also  an  impression  that  it  would  bie  in  vaiD,onthe 
subject  of  our  differences  with  England, to  assooe 
a  manly  attitude  towards  her,  if  we  becaiDe  the 
panders  and  caterers  of  the  lustful  appetite  of 
France. 

The  question  is  now  reduced  to  this  poiot, 
whether  the  public  shall  read  the  secret  joaroal 
without  understandioff  one  word  about  it,orsball 
read  it  intelligibly.  For  it  is  impossible  to  decide 
how  far  the  report  of  the  select  committee  is  con- 
sistent with  the  Message  of  the  Pi^sideol  unless 
that  Message  is  also  published.  A  difficoltj  may 
be  raised  by  saying  this  is  a  confidential  Mes- 
sage. But  this  IS  got  over  by  the  publicity  given 
to  the  proceedings  on  it.  It  was  confideoiitlf  be- 
cause the  proceedings  on  it  were  %o.  For  in- 
stance: Let  us  suppose  the  United  States  were 
preparing  for  some  strong  and  decisive  measore 
against  Spain,  which  it  was  politic  to  cooceil 
from  her  till  taken;  but  as  to  anything decisire 
in  the  Message,  no  man  can  contend  tbat  it  coo- 
tains  anything  of  this  nature.  When  I  spea^  of 
the  Message,  I  do  not  allude  to  the  comiDODiea- 
tions  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  Slates  vitb 
the  authorized  agents  of  Spain.  Though  I  see 
no  reason  why  even  those  should  not  be  publisl)4 
as  the  negotiation  has  been  entirely  closed  by  (be 
abortidn  in  which  it  has  terminated.  I  hoverer 
restrict  my  present  motion  to  the  Message. 

The  public,  from  this  vague  and  desultory 
sketch,  may  acquire  some  principles  by  which  to 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  members  in  tbisHoox. 
They  will  see  what  members  were  disposed  to 
have  adopted  that  course  which  the  mostaathefi- 
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:ic  information  from  Europe  recommended.  They 
teill  see  who  were  indisposed  to  acting  throngn 
;he  intervention  of  any  roreign  Power,  and  more 
^specially  in  the  shape  of  a  bribe,  and  when  such 
I  course  was  not  asked  for  by  the  Executive. 
Fhey  will  see  who  were  these  members,  and  I 
)elieve  there  are  now  but  few  who  would  be 
villing  to  take  the  responsibility  on  themselves 
which  properly  belonged  to  another  department 
)f  the  Gk)veroment;  and  to  do  all  the  dirty  work, 
rhich  would  otherwise  have  soiled  their  fingers, 
rhey  will  see  and  beware. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  concluded  by  moving  that 
he  Message  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  De- 
;ember  last  be  printed;  that  it  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal  of  the  secret  proceedings;  and  that  a 
lew  edition  of  that  Journal  should  be  printed  for 
he  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
I  majorit3r  of  this  House  will  be  disposed  to  take 
>ff  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  not  only  on  this 
locument,  but  on  all  their  proceedings,  that  the 
)eople  may  be  enabled  to  judge  for  themselves 
whether  the  representations  made  from  time  to 
ime  are  correct  ;*buf  I  submit  whether  it  is  cor- 
ect  in  point  of  order  to  act  in  this  way.  What 
8  the  resolution  adopted  by  this  House?  That 
he  injunction  of  secrecy  relative  to  their  pro- 
teedinffs,  not  the  messap^es  or  other  communica- 
ions  shall  be  taken  o£  This  is  not  the  proper 
course  to  effect  the  object  in  view.  I,  for  one, 
im  willing  to  go  into  conclave,  and  have  the  in- 
iunction  on  the  whole  taken  off.  It  is  not  my 
prish  to  see  the  eyes  of  the  people  hoodwinked 
iny  longer.  It  has  been  declared  by  the  gentle- 
nan  who  has  offered  this  resolution  that  we  have 
lot  an  inch  of  territory  beyond  the  Iberville.  It 
was  therefore  that  I  considered  it  all-important 
:o  have  the  Floridas,  and  it  was  therefore  I  voted 
IS  Congress  did  in  the  memorable  instance  of  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana.  And  it  was  the  fear  that 
taking  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy  might  affect 
the  issue  of  this  all-important  negotiation  that 
induced  me  some  time  since  to  vote  against  it. 
But  during  the  whole  of  the  discussion  we  have 
bad  on  this  subject,  no  proof  has  been  adduced 
that  the  money  we  have  appropriated  is  to  be 
riven  to  France,  although  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyre- 
nees ;  although  he  has  declared  that  Spain  is  con- 
fessedly merged  in  France ;  although  he  has  de- 
clared France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle 
ber  differences  with  us,  and  although  this  has  been 
adduced  as  an  argiiment  to  show  that  we  can  do 
nothing  with  Spain ;  and  although  the  gentleman 
has  further  said  that  if  we  could  see  the  despatch- 
es of  the  Spanish  Minister,  we  should  see  them 
signed  "  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand ;"  and  al- 
though he  has  alleged  that  a  negotiation  could 
not  be  opened  with  a  Government  reduced  to  a 
mere  nonentitv ;  as  I  did  not  anticipate  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague,  I  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
prepared  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  mo- 
tives, as  has  been  done  by  my  colleague,  which 
influenced  the  decision  of  the  House.  This  could 
not  be  done  unless  all  the  documents  on  this  sub- 


ject  were  printed.  Some  gentlemen  appear  to 
me  to  have  given  an  importance  to  a  certain  doc- 
ument which  it  does  not  merit ;  and  it  has  been 
said  it  was  withheld  until  our  vote  was  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  trepanning  us.  I  have  heard  of 
but  two  gentlemen  who  nave  declared  it  would 
have  affected  their  votes.  On  me  it  would  have 
had  a  different  tendency.  I  wish  it  published.  I 
will  say  for  one,  that  I  think  had  it  been  received 
before  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  the  majority/stupendous 
as  it  was,  because — but  I  am  not  at  Iibert>[  to  say 
why.  I  hope  the  Speaker  will  decide  this  ques- 
tion not  proper  to  be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb  said  that  he  had  to  bis  as- 
tonishment found  a  detailed  report  on  the  Journal, 
which  it  was  not  usual  to  enter  upon  It.  He 
found  also  three  Messages,  and  this  was  the  only 
instance  in  which  a  Message  was  not  entered  up- 
on it. 

Mr.  Leib  asked  whether  it  was  consistent  with 
the  rules  of  the  House*  to  have  the  Message  now 
read?  If  it  were  not,  he  could  not  concur  with 
the  jB^entleman  from  Virginia  in  voting  for  the 
motion  under  consideration,  though  he  agreed 
with  him  in  the  propriety  of  taking  off  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  from  ail  the  papers. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  asked  whether,  when  the 
Journal  was  read,  the  Clerk  had  not  began  to  read 
the  Messajge,  when  the  reading  was  dispensed 
with?  This  was  his  recollection,  and  if  so,  it 
must  be  considered  as  a  part  of  tne  Journal,  re- 
specting which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  had 
been  taken  off. 

The  Clerk  said  this  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  Lbib  then  said,  before  he  decided  on  the 
resolution,  he  wished  to  hear  the  Message  read. 
^  The  Speaker  said  it  would  be  most  accepta- 
ble that  the  House  should  decide  whether  the 
reading  were  proper. 

Mr.  Alston. — I  merely  rise  to  remind  the 
Speaker  of  the  decision  he  gave,  and  of  the  ques- 
tion I  put  to  him  when  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
was  removed.  I  well  recollect  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  that  the  Message  uf  the  President  and 
the  letters  of  our  Minister  were  not  embraced  in 
the  motion  for  taking  off  that  injunction.  And 
I  have  not  a  doubt  on  my  mind  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  that  decision  that  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  such  as  it  was.  As  to  the  publication 
of  the  Message,  it  is  immaterial  to  me.  I  voted 
against  giving  publicity  to  the  secret  Journal  un- 
til we  had  heard  the  result  of  the  negotiation. 
To  act  consistently  on  this  subject  with  that  vote, 
I  am  for  going  no  further.  1  believe,  however, 
for  the  justification  of  those  who  voted  as  I  did, 
the  publication  of  all  the  documents  will  be  ad- 
vantageous. In  voting,  therefore,  against  pub- 
lishing this  Message,  I  shall  make  a  sacrifice  of 
my  feelings  to  the  public  interest.  For  this  vote 
the  good  of  the  nation  will  be  my  only  motive. 
But  when  a  negotiation  is  about  to  be  opened  for 
an  object  so  important  as  the  Floridas,  I  ask  whe- 
ther it  is  not  riffht ;  I  appeal  to  the  American 
people  whether  they  do  not  ihink  it  right  to  use 
every  necessary  means  for  insuring  it  success? 
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With  re^rd  to  the  appropriation  ol  two  millioDs 
with  a  view  to  thi$  purchase,  I  roted  for  it  is  as  a 
set-off  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  select 
committee.  I  voted  for  it  in  preiereoee  to  a 
staoding  army.  I  would  rather  strengthen  the 
arm  of  the  Executive  with  money,  than  with  a 
standing  army  so  fatal  to  liberty.  And  I  believe 
^  maiqrUy  of  the  Republicans  in  this  nation  will 
uphold  me  in  this  opioioo.  Everybody  knows 
the  importance  of  this  country.  Has  it  not  been 
^id  on  this  floor  that  there  does  not  belong  to 
you  a  foot  of  ground  between  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Perdido  1  I  recollect  when  this  country  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  to  have  had  a  conver- 
sation on  the  subject  with  a  fentiemaa  from  Vir- 
ginia, fipr  whose  opinion  I  have  a  high  respect, 
IBind  he  was  of  opinion  with  me  that  it  was  very 
doubtful  whether  this  country  was  included,  in- 
deed we  rather  thought  it  was  not  in  the  treaty. 
Will  any  man  say  that  it  is  not  of  vast  import- 
ane?  to  us  to  have  the  small  territory  that  divides 
pur  people,  and  by  a  fai/  purchase  remove  all 
grounds  of  future  xiuarrels?  If  it  has  entered  in- 
to the  minds  of  jp^entlemen  to  make  other  than  a 
(air  purchase  of  this  country  from  its  rightfol 
owner,  this  is  not  my  opinion,  nor  have  I  any  rec- 
ollection that  any  such  motive  has  been  avowed. 
A  particular  document  has  beep  referred  to,  the 
receipt  of  which  I  have  beard  one  or  two  gen-f 
Uemeq  say  might  have  altered  their  votes  on  the 
bill  passed  by  the  House.  But  I  was  astonished 
to  hear  such  a  decUration.  It  could  iiot  have 
altered  my  opinion;  it  had  in  my  mind  no  bear- 
ing on  the  measure.  I  have  one  further  observa- 
tion to  make.  If  it  was  doubtful  whether  this 
country  beionced  to  us,  what  would  have  been 
the  effect  of  adding  one  or  two  additional  regi- 
ments to  your  standing  army,  and  placing  thegi 
on  a  territory  you  acknowlecfge  you  do  not  be- 
lieve to  be  rightfully  yours?  I  would  rather 
put  down  a  regiment  of  the  oreseat  standing 
army  than  add  one  man  to  it.  When  our  rights 
^,fe  invaded  we  shall  not  require  a  standing  army 
to  defend  them— it  will  b«  the  militia  that  wiU 
defend  them.  I  am  opposed  to  a  standing  army, 
find  ever  will  be  opposed  to  it.  For  these  rta- 
900S  I  was  in  favor  of  strengthening  the  arm  of 
the  Executive  by  a^  appropriation,  instead  of 
a^r«i(gtbening  it  by  a  standing  army. 

Mr.  Clark  reouested  the  Speaker  to  examine 
Mie  secret  Journal,  and  see  whether  this  Message 
were  in  it. 

The  Spisakbh  said  it  was,  and  might  therefore 
be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — I  was  astoeished  when  I  found 
thih  Journal  without  the  Message.  Five  Messa- 
ges appear  to  have  been  received,  all  oi  which 
appear  on  the  Journal,  excepting  this,  which  is 
toe  only  Message  of  any  consequence.  I  did  be- 
lieve, when  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  removed, 
it  apmied  to  all  the  |)apers  received  by  the  Housa 
and  1  did  not  conceive  myself  bound  to  eonoeal 
one  tittle  of  what  occurrea  while  we  had  locked 
doors.  I  should,  therefore,  wish  my  friend  from 
Virginia  so  to  amend  his  motion,  as  to  include 
plk  the  documents.     I  conaider  tUa  eaaentially 


necessary  to  elucidate  the  transactioas  of  iks 
House.  It  seems  to  have  been  fashiooiUe  fv 
gentlemen  to  declare  what  were  their  mociresfoi 
the  several  votes  they  have  given  dariD^thetioe 
our  doors  were  shu  t.  I  had  but  one  motire,  tiucb, 
I  hope,  will  contioue  to  govern  me  so  loaf  as  I 
have  a  seat  in  this  Honse.  My  object  wis,  to  be 
prepared  for  war^  while  I  endeavored  to  muDttifl 
peace.  I  voted  for  the  resolution  for  the  ioeretie 
of  the  Army,  because  everybody  knowi,vikois 
acquainted  with  the  state  ot  the  south  sod  soatli- 
western  frontiers,  that  the  militia  ia  that  qoana 
are  not  able  to  defend  it.  They  are,  iodeed,  k 
a  people  of  yesterday — aliens  to  your  hihits  id 
language— and,  indeed,  aliens  in  every  seaae  of 
the  word.  We  had  seen  that  frontier  ioraiied  hf 
Spain.  I  was  not  willing,  therefore,  to  withhrn 
from  the  Executive  the  means  of  ckaitisiaf  this 
aggression — I  therefore  voted  for  the  molatioQ. 
I  &o  voted  for  the  apmopriation  of  Doaey,  be- 
cause I  was  willing  to  uio w  Spain,  that  wbue  «c 
were  prepared  to  chastise  her  aggressions,  we  wen 
also  willing,  by  amicable  negotiatioa,  toadjiut 
our  differences.    I  therefore  voted  for  aa  appro- 

Eriation  to  purchase  a  country  which  1  deemed 
ighly  valuable  to  us.  Whether  the  BioDCf  ip> 
propriated  wu  to  go  to  Frmnce,  or  Sptis,  didDtf 
influence  the  vote  I  gave.  I  did  not  koowiba, 
that  any  circumstances  were  concealed  from  ili 
Houae  oalcalated  to  throw  liffht  npoo  the  sob 
ject,  and  of  the  contenia  of  the  Message  of  liu 
17th  of  January,  I  was  totally  igaoraat— «s  h  vv 
handed  in  the  day  I  went  to  Philadelphia,  w 
waa  immediately  aiiterwards  returned  to  ike  Prai' 
dent  I  could  have  wished,  that  beiweea  the  m 
of  December  and  the  17th  of  Jaanary,  there  kii 
been  found  time  to  make  an  official  eopf  ofi^ 
aince  we  have  heard  that  it  would  hareaeooad- 
erable  bearing  on  the  votes  of  the  members  of  thu 
Houae ;  and  I  should  conceive  that  it  vooid  m 
very  important  as  forming  an  item  ia  the  tnst* 
actions  of  the  aeasion.  When  we  came  heie,  the 
public  expectation  was  highly  excited.  We  had 
been  injured  and  insulted  by  Spain  on  lasi  w 
by  Bnfffand  at  aea.  The  nation  required  the  m 
tion  of  measures  to  procure  redress,  and  to  prerat 
similar  aggressions  in  future.  What  bare  been 
the  consequences ?  Wo  have  passed  a°»^ 
propriating  two  millions  to  purchase  the  Ewitf 
and  to  chastise  Spain,  and  we  have  P^^^^ 
prohibitinjg  the  importation  of  certau  goods  nea 
Grant  Brilaia,  aa  a  peace-offering  to  her.  vj^ 
not,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  all  thedQet* 
ments  should  be  oublished,  to  give  the  peojitf  » 
opportunity  of  judging  whether  their  B«P[*'"* 
tives  have  been  faithful  to  their  trust  ThcffUj 
parts  of  those  docomenla,  which  I  ^P^^ 
never  be  published,  which  had  a  eonsideraliK^ 
fluence  on  my  mind  on  the  votes  which  if>' 
I  allnde  to  the  threat  of  hostility  by  Fitoee. 

Mr.  &FBM,%SM.  here  called  to  order.  . 

Mr.  Ci*AY  concluded  by  observing  that,  »«2 
had  published  Ave  Messages  which  had  coi»»« 
nothing,  be  hoped  titey  would  publish  die  (v 
that  contained  something.  ^       .  ■_ 

Mr.  DAwaon  ecpiened  hiinaelf  in  (aror  ofF 
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log  pnblicity^  to  the  Message,  wbicb,  he  belteTed) 
coaid  do  DO  possibles  iniurv.  So  far  as  it  went, 
he  tboDght  it  favored  doid  the  r^solutiods — as 
well  that  for  raising  an  army,  as  that  for  conduct- 
ion a  negotiattoD  by  the  appropriation  of  money. 

The  reading  of  the  Message  being  called  ror, 
Mr.  Speaker  said  he  thought  it  was  in  .order  to 
read  it,  as  it  was  inserted  on  the  private  joornal. 

Mr.  Blacklbo6e  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr  Alston  observed  that  bis  coUeague  would 
better  set  at  his  object  by  takitiff  a  question  on 
the  reading  of  the  Message ;  aikd  Mr.  BLACKLtioOB 
K)  modified  his  motion. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  a  regard  to  consistency  would 
prevent  him  from  voting  to  give  publicity  to  the 
Message.  He  Could  not  vote  for  it,  because  he 
lid  not  wish  to  take  cm  himself  that  responsibility 
Evhich  might  flow  from  the  publicity,  defeating 
he  negotiation.  It  rested  with  tho^  who  voted 
'or  taking  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  to  take 
iiat  responsibility  on  themselves.  At  tne  same 
ime,  however,  that  he  must  vote  against  it,  be 
loped  a  majority  would  be  found  in  its  favor,  b^ 
Ause  he  saw  it  would  be  neeessary  to  oublish 
his  document  in  order  to  place  their  conduct  in 
I  proper  point  of  light*  80  far  was  the  Message 
)f  the  17th  of  January,  which  had  been  alluded 
0)  from  having  any  influence  in  changing  his 
rote,  that  it  tended  strongly  to  confirm  him  in  the 
)ropriety  of  it. 

On  the  Spbakbr  reminding  Mr.  Smilib  of  the 
[uestion  before  the  House,  he  declined  saying  any- 
hing  further  than  requesting  the  yeas  and  nays 
0  be  taken. 

Mr.  Elsbr  satd  if  he  imderstood  the  decision 
)f  the  Speaker,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  altogether  useless.  *  He  bad  under- 
tood,  from  a  former  decision,  that  the  Journal 
lid  not  include  the  Message;  but  other gentle- 
nen  appeared  to  have  considered  it  in  another 
vay.  He  was  pierfectly  wilitn^  that  it  shouM  be 
mblished,  and  be  did  not  think  an^r  ill  conld  ikri^e 
rom  it.  For  reason*  already  assigtt^  by  other 
(entlemen  he  had  b^n  against  taking  off  the  in- 
unction of  secrecy  at  this  time.  He  should, 
herefore,  vote  agaitafst  every  questi<m  of  this  kjnd. 

Mr.  Jacicson.— I3  it  not  the  right,  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  any  member  to  demand  an  official  copy  of  the 
dessaite?  Yott  have  decided  it  to  be  a  pbtt  of 
be  public  journal,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  tn 
ppeal  has  been  made  from  that  decision ;  how  can 
i  then  With  propriety  be  said,  it  shall  not  be  Vead, 
lecause  the  rMing  of  it  will  give  it  publicity? 
Is  so  much  has  been  said  of  the  importbut  bear- 
us  of  doctknents  seat  to  txky  aud  we  hhve  pub- 
isoed  dUr  proceeding,  it  is  my  #ish  to  see  tnenn 
dl  exposed  to  public  scrutiny.  I  am  not  now 
irepared  to  make  a  motion  which  I  shall  ofier 
It  a  proper  timci  unless  anticipated  by  some  other 
j^eotimuan^  that  the  President  be  requested  to  lay 
before  the  Hou«e  ail  the  papera  heretofore  com- 
municated by  hiiA,  with  a  view  of  giving  them 
publicity.  I  wish  bn  all  occasions  to  give  pub- 
licity to  my  conduct  as  well  in  conclave  as  when 
these  doors  arA  open^  aud  I  will  take  this  occasion 


to  repel  au  iUsin nation  made  the  other  day  in  thie 
debate  on  the  Yazoo  question,  by  a  ^entlemau 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Randolph,)  which  I  have 
heard  was  applied  to  me :  That  I  left  tny  seat 
for  fear  of  votmg  on  it,  ^nd  removed  to  a  differ- 
ent part  of  the  House.  Sir,  I  will  candidly  con- 
fess, that  although  the  ^^ar  before  the  last,  I  bad 
declared  I  considered  it  for  the  interest  of  this 
country,  thiit  tho^e  claiu^s  should  be  compromised, 
and  voted  for  the  compromise  of  them ;  yet  last 
year,  when  I  found  j^entlenien  in  whom  I  had  great 
confidence  of  opinion  that  such  a  measure  would 
tend  to  sanction  a  scene  of  nefarious  swindling: 
I  was  induced  to  determine  then,  &nd  so  expressed 
myself,  that  I  ivould  not  vote  a^ain  upon  the 
question,  and  I  was  ibore  inclined  to  pursue  this 
course  from  a  supposition  that  my  knowledge  of 
the  vital  injury  wnich  my  district  had  sustained 
by  the  existence  of  ^  claim,  called  the  Indiana 
purchase,  which  hovers  over  their  heads,  and  in 
consequence  of  its  recent  resuscitatiaU,  landk  had 
been  sold  at  one-fourth  of  their  value,  and  which 
claim  is  certainly  more  exceptionable  than  that  of 
the  persons  who  purchased  fVom  the  Yazoo  men, 
mi^ht  produce  a  bias  in  favor  of  compromise 
which  was  improper,  and  I  was  willing  to  think 
that  my  opinion  was  incorrect  But  at  the  same 
session  wneA  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  charg- 
ed all  who  had  voted  for  the  compromise  with 
corruption,  and  threatened  them  with  the  ven- 
g[eance  of  the  people,  and  when  it  was  declared 
that  no  member  from  Virginia,  whb  had  the 
temerity  to  vote  for  it,  should  be  re-elected,  I 
was  driveu  from  the  neutral  ground  I  had  taken, 
and  thus  borne  down  by  the  impetuous  intemper- 
ance of  the  gentleman,  I  thought  it  became  ttie 
not  to  shrink  from  the  VQte  I  had  given.  The 
reasons  on  which  I  acted  were  made  public.  I 
brought  the  question  fairly  before  my  constituents, 
and  they  re-elected  me  by  a  greater  majority  than 
formerly.  I  could  not,  therefore,  declibe  to  vote 
for  a  measure  Which  they  and  my  judgment  ap« 
proved,  and  which  I  believe  the  faitn  of  Conp^ress 
had  been  pledged  to  sanction.  As  an  individual 
I  cared  not  what  was  the  fate  of  the  bill  from  th)^ 
Senate.  As  a  judge  to  whom  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  was  presented,  I  wished  that  it  should  be 
ea^j^fuo  tt  &cmo. 

The  gentteihau  frbm  Virginiii  knows  I  refused 
bv  mv  vote  to  give  leave  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  be  excused  frofi  voting,  as  I  not  only 
stoou  up  when  a  division  was  called  for,  but  m&dc 
the  remark  which  he  repeated,  that  he  was  not 
c^mp^iled  to  vote,  but  might  retire.  After  giv- 
ing this  rote  I  wetat  across  the  House  to  ask  a 
friend  from  Nonh  Carolina  to  speiid  a  social 
evening  with  me.  He  is  now  in  nis  seat,  and  I 
appeal  to  him  that  I  did  not  even  mention  the 
subject  before  the  House.  When  the  same  ques- 
tion occurred  I  voted  by  hiu^,  as  I  had  before 
voted ;  I  knew  of  nothing  that  could  drive  me 
from  my  purpose,  or  from  my  seat.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt  to  scan  the  feelings  which  predominate  in 
the  mind  so  illiberal  as  to  attribute  unworthy  mo- 
tives to,  and  manifest  a  jealousy  of  everv  man 
that  differs  from  it;  it  is  a  topic  fruitful  0/  com- 


955 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  OF  R. 


Spanish  Affain. 


Apbiu180$. 


mentary,  it  involves  considerations  whicii  I  will 
not  delineate;  for  my  part  I  cannot  envy  those 
feeliogti,  I  thank  God  such  is  not  my  nature.  It  ix 
always  unpleasant  to  me  to  engage  in  controver- 
sies which  have  a  tendency  to  excite  the  malig- 
nant passions.  1  wish  to  avoid  them  as  much  as 
any  man  living,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  my 
honor  and  reputation,  but  I  never  will  shrink  from 
a  contest,  political  or  personal,  in  this  House  or 
out  of  it,  at  the  sacrifice  of  either. 

Mr.  Blackusdqe  said  he  was  astonished  at  the 
course  which  this  debate  had  taken.  The  ques- 
tion is  this,  shall  a  paper,  heretofore  secret,  be 
made  public  ?  And  the  Chair  has  decided  that 
this  very  paper  is  already  public.  Let  the  question 
then  be  decided  which  way  it  may,  the  paper  eoes 
to  the  public.  My  object  is  to  get  a  vote  which 
shall  decide  whether  this  question  shall  be  debated 
with  closed  doors  or  in  public. 

Mr.  Speaker  said  it  was  in  order  to  appeal 
from  his  decision. 

Mr.  Blackledqe  then  said  he  would  appeal  from 
that  decision. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Black- 
ledge  withdrew  his  motion,  which  was  renewed 
by  Mr.  J.  Clay. 

The  Speaker  then  said,  the  reading  of  the 
Messaffe  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  December 
is  called  for ;  the  Speaker  has  decided  that  that 
document  is  a  part  of  the  Jouroal  ordered  to  be 
published,  and  may  be  read.  From  this  decision 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  House,  on  which  appeal 
there  can  be  no  debate. 

When,  without  takine  a  question,  two  succes- 
sive motions  were  made  to  adjourn,  the  last  of 
which  prevailed. 


Monday,  April  7. 

Mr.  Qreqq,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  fifth  instant, 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled,  '^An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the  bill 
to  compensate  the  witnesses  who  attended  the 
trial  of  Samuel  Chase  was  for  a  third  reading,  on 
which, 

Mr.  Leib  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  a  motion 
to  make  on  the  subject.  It  was  that  the  bill 
should  be  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  com- 
pensation was  to  be  made  to  the  whole  of  the  wit- 
ness.es  who  attended  the  trial,  on  behalf  of  the 
accused  as  well  as  of  the  prosecution,  and  to  this 
he  iiever  could  or  would  consent.  It  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  principle,  which  did  not  obtain 


in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  nor  he  beliefed 
in  the  courts  of  the  respective  States,  and  io  tke 
case  of  a  great  culprit.  He  had  been  pronoooced 
guilty  by  a  great  majority  of  the  Hoase,  tod  t 
majority  of  the  Senate  had  concurred  in  tJie  de- 
cision, and  to  make  this  provision  for  the  pij- 
ment  of  his  witnesses,  indicated  a  consctooiaea 
that  the  decision  had  been  unjust.  To  ikis  be 
was  not  willing  to  subscribe.  He  was  lot  dis- 
posed to  libel  the  House  by  any  act  of  thisnrt; 
for  it  was  a  libel  on  themselves  for  the  members 
who  accused,  to  manifest  their  conscioos&ess  of 
having  acted  unjustly  by  a  provision  to  nwi 
the  culprit  by  the  payment  of  his  witnesses.  If 
it  is  just  thus  to  provide  in  the  case  of  Chase,  ve 
ou^ht  to  travel  back,  and  commence  thebosioes 
of  J  ustice  in  cases  of  inn ocence.  It  cannot  be  for- 
^tten,  that  an  insurrection  was  said  to  bare  ex- 
isted in  the  jrear  1794,  in  the  western  coantles  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  for  certain  purposes  tda 
insurrection  was  produced.  Victims  were  then 
required  by  certain  members  of  the  GoTeraiDeQi, 
and  among  them  was  a  member  of  this  House 
(Qeneral  Hamilton.)  He  was  dragged  from  bb 
home  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  incarcerated. and 
a  bill  against  him  sent  to  the  grand  jur^.  It  was 
returned  ignoramus,  and  notwithstanding  the  ia- 
nocence  of  this  gentleman  was  thus  estabiisbdl; 
he  was  put  to  an  expense  of  between  fire  and  six 
hundred  dollars,  not  a  cent  of  which  was  em 
refunded  to  him !  Are  we  then  disposed  to  pro* 
vide  for  an  acquitted  felon,  to  remunerate  him^to 
^ive  him  a  premium  for  his  iniquities, and  toleiTe 
innocence  unnoticed?  He  trusted  not.  Hebope^ 
the  House  would  not  dishonor  itself  by  sncb  u 
act,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  a  reeoaunitmentoi 
the  bill  would  take  place. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  t^ 
committed. 

SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioa  o(  the 
question  depending  at  the  time  of  their  adjoarn- 
ment,  on  Saturday  last,  on  an  appeal  from  ibede 
cision  of  the  Chair  respecting  a  point  of  order  is 
therein  stated. 

Mr.  Blackleoob  moved  thatthegalleriessbosld 
be  cleared.  The  House  continued  in  secreuit* 
tiog  for  a  short  time,  when  the  doors  were  opeaed 
and  the  question  taken  by  yeas  and  nafs  oo  J^ 
point  of  order,  whether  the  decision  of  the  Spean 
was  correct,  viz : 

<<Tfaat  the  said  Memige  being  oo&tained  in  dia 
joumal  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  ths  Hoiueitodw 
same  had  been  read  in  the  House,  it  was  now  in  ^ 
to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  said  Mesnge." 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative — yets  4%  ^P 
59,  as  follows : 

TxAS— Oeorge  M.  Bedmger,  Silas  Bpttos,  1^ 
Chittenden,  John  OUibome,  Christopher  Claxk,  J«^ 
Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  Jaffl«  ^ 
WiUiam  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler.  Jiib^J* 
Gamett,  Charies  Goldshorough,  Edwin  6n;,  ^ 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jm»m* 
Thomas  Kenan,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiab  f^f^ 
Timothy  Pitkin  Jun.,  Joaiah  Qnini^,  John  Basdo^' 
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rhomu  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennaylvania, 
Fhomu  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Sted- 
nan,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip 
K.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Pe- 
eg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander 
iVilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
)ard,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas 
Slount,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Ghand- 
er,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
acob  Crowninehield.  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby, 
Slias  Earle,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenecer  Ehner,  WilHam 
Tindley,  James  Fiak»  Peteiaon  Goodwyn,  Andrew 
^gg,  Isaiah  L.  Ckeen,  Silas  Halsey,  Jolm  Hamilton, 
Salter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan 
tfcFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
if  cCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
)lin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
lichards,  John  Russel,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Sbenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
oseph  B.  Vamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
ill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  made 
ly  Mr.  J.  Randolph  on  Saturday,  as  follows: 

'<That  the  printed  supplemental  journal  of  secret 
nroceedings  be  amended,  by  inserting  afler  the  word 
'read"  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Message  of 
he  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  6th  of  December 
ut,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  said  journal,  thus 
jnended,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members." 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  happy  they  were  enabled 

0  take  a  direct  rote  on  the  publication  of  the  Mes- 
age.  On  the  vote  just  taken  be  had  felt  himself 
wund  to  consult  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  who 
hought  when  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  taken 
)fir,  it  did  not  apply  to  the  publication  of  the  Mes- 
ag6.  The  question  now  presents  itself  directly 
or  consideration,  whether  it  would  be  most  ex- 
)edient  to  publisn  it.  It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
3ana,  that  there  will  be  no  breach  of  confidence 
n  publishing  it.    If  in  private  life  one  man  makes 

1  communication  to  another,  aud  the  person  who 
eceives  it  says  he  will  not  pledge  himself  to  keep 
t  secret,  there  is  no  obligation  on  him  not  to  dt- 
rulge  it,  and  should  he  divulge  it  there  will  be  no 
[uesi  ion  about  the  violation  of  confidence.  Uuder 
ivhat  form  then,  was  the  communication  of  the 
President  made  to  this  House  ?  Is  there  anything 
n  the  Constitution  relatire  to  the  President's  com- 
nunicating  anything  to  either  House  in  confidence, 
ind  absolutely  prohibiting  either  House  from  dis- 
closing it  ?  jff  there  is  no  such  thing  in  the  Con- 
stitution the  disclosure  must  be  left  to  our  discre- 
tion, of  the  propriety  of  which  we  must  be  the 
iudges.  In  the  first  place,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  for  such  communications 
to  Congress  as  the  President  may  see  fit  to  make, 
it  also  declares  that  each  House  shall  be  governed 
by  such  rules  as  they  shall  make.  Now  when  this 
Message  was  received,  the  rules  of  the  last  House 
Were  adopted,  and  are  such  as  are  now  in  force. 
What  is  the  rule  applicable  to  the  present  point  1 


**  Whenever  confidential  communications  are  receiv- 
ed from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members  and 
the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  ^e 
communications,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  member, 
shall  inform  the  House,  that  he  has  communications  to 
make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shaU,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared  till  the  com- 
munications be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  determine 
whether  the  matter  communicated  requires  secrecy  or 
not,  and  take  order  accordingly." 

The  President  can  make  no  communications  to 
us  except  under  this  rule.  It  was  under  this  rule 
that  this  Message  was  communicated.  What  is 
the  inference  ?  The  rule  was  peremptory,  so  far 
as  it  required  the  communication  of  the  President 
to  be  read  with  closed  doors ;  but  after  having  been 
so  received,  it  is  strictly  within  the  |>ower  of  the 
House  to  decide  whether  it  shall  continue  private, 
or  be  published.  The  President  must  have  com- 
municated the  Message  under  this  impression.  No 
obIip;ation  of  confidence  can  be  infringed  by  pub- 
lishing it.  Believing,  therefore,  that  the  publica- 
tion will  be  no  violation  of  confidence,  and  believ- 
ing that  it  will  be  for  the  public  good,  I  shall  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Sloan. — I  shall  as  decidedly  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  vote  against  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Message ;  and  on  a  principle  which  it 
behooves  me  never  to  abandon  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
seat  on  this  floor.  If  I  understood  anything  of  the 
matter,  it  was  communicated  to  the  House  by  the 
President  in  confidence  that  it  would  nor  be  pub- 
lished ;  and  if  I  have  any  idea  of  proprietv,  it 
ought  to  be  still  kept  secret,  and  the  reasons  which 
first  made  it  &o  still  continue.  If  we  are  not  Con- 
stitutionally bound  to  keep  the  communications 
made  by  tne  President  secret,  I  do  conceive  we 
are  under  an  obligation  of  respect  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Grovernment,  not  to  betray  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  us ;  and  should  this  communi- 
cation be  published  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  first  to  sanction  it.  Such  a  course 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
destroy  our  confidence  in  the  President,  and  our 
diplomatic  character  abroad. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph. — Before  the  question  is  taken 
I  have  a  few  observations  to  offer  in  addition  to 
those  which  I  submitted  the  other  day  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  secret  proceedings,  to  show  that  the 
Messa&^e  of  the  President  ought  to  be  published, 
not  only  in  justification  of  tbe  report  of  the  select 
committee  which  has  been  publisned,but  in  justice 
to  tHe  Government  itself.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  in  the  public  prints,  and  on  this  floor,  to  give 
a  color  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  when  in 
conclave,  totally  inconsistent  with,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  truth.  It  has  been  intimated  that  the 
minority  were  in  favor  of  war ;  or  by  intimating 
that  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  specific  mea- 
sures, the  inference  has  been  drawn  that  the  mi- 
nority were  in  favor  of  war.  The  fact  is  tbis — 
and  as  the  Message  of  the  President  has  been  read 
as  a  part  of  the  journal  ordered  to  be  published,  as 
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the  Speaker  and  Clerk  haVe  attested,  I  willniider- 
take  to  state  what  it  contains.  udIiksb  prevetited  by^ 
the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  Mr.  R.  by  obserying 
that  such  a  statement  would  not  be  iii  order. 

Mr.  RAND0Lt>B. — r  will  coiifine  myself  to  stating 
that  the  division  of  sentiment  in  the  House,  was 
whether  we  should  have  a  territorial  acconamoda- 
tion  of  our  di€*erences  with  Spain,  whether  we 
should  have  an  accommodation  which  did  not 
merely  suit  Spain  and  us,  or  a  moneyed  accom- 
modation which  neither  suited  us  or  Spain,  but 
France.  A  recurrence  to  the  journals  will  show 
this  to  have  been  the  priuci|)al  diJSerence  that  sub- 
sisted within  the  walls  of  this  House.  There  was 
no  party  of  men  in  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  in 
favor  of^war — for  I  beg  leave  to  call  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  to  witness  that  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  select  Committee  was,  that  we 
should  neither  give  money  nor  make  war ;  but  that 
we  should  defend  the  limits  of  the  old  United 
States  and  the  territories  acquired  from  Spain. 
What  were  the  facts?  Our  army  was  dispersed 
in  cantonments,  Qod  knows  where.  The  country 
to  be  protected  was  far  removed  from  any  consid- 
erable surrounding  population — a  country  which, 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed,  must 
be  kept  and  held  bv  military  force.  When  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  from  the  modt  conti- 
guous States  to  New  Orleans  were  deputed  to  take 
possession  of  the  country,  events  prorcd  that  it 
could  nbt  be  defended  by  militia  unless  indeed  by 
the  militia  of  the  Chickasaws.  the  Creeks,  and 
Choctaws.  It  is  not  only  cut  off  from  the  populous 
parts  of  the  United  States  but  it  is  protruded  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  also  surrounded  by  ex- 
tensive iharshes,  which  do  not  admit  of  its  being 
defended  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  So  much  with  regard  to  a 
standing  army.  The  committee  applied  to  the 
head  of  the  proper  department  to  know  what  force 
would  be  required  to  defend  the  frontier^.  Our 
report  has  been  published.  Why  have  not  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  his 
report  been  likewise  published  ?  If  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  will  take  upon  itself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  defending  the  country  with  a  single 
granadier,  be  it  so.  But  it  was  saia  there  was  not 
soffieient  force  to  defend  the  country ;  and  krt  we 
not  now  attempting  by  a  landed  bounty  to  generate 
this  force  ?  Tnese  circumvtances  prove  bur  views 
in  committee,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  all 
the  force  we  have  should  have  be^n  placed  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Orleans— that  was  the  \teak  point 
which  ou^ht  to  have  been  ffaarded. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subject.  Against 
SjMiin,  with  whom  we  had  tried  the  fair  experi- 
ment of  negotiation,  and  which  had  totally  foiled. 
we  took  no  manly  attitude ;  while  we  reserved  alt 
our  energy  for  Great  Brttaiti,  and  determined  to 
coerce  her  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  her 
millinery.  Yes, against  Spain,  when  oor  negotia- 
tions had  totally  failed,  and  under  circumstances 
of  disgrace  to  the  United  States,  we  took  no  man- 
ly ground,  but  begged  her  to  take  money  ;  while 
wiui  Great  Britain,  with  whom  negotiation .  had 


not  foiled^  while  a  negotiation  was  depesdiiij, 
we  declared  ourselves  in  fator  of  ttkiog  a  dni- 
sive  and  hostile  attitude.  Here  is  the  real  dilTer- 
ence  of  opinioki.  In  the  oile  case  we  had  a  pend- 
ing ne^ciation.  In  the  other  it  bad  beeo  tried 
and  failed.  But  that  is  not  all.  Because  ve 
bought  Louisiana  from  France,  it  was  cooteoded 
that  we  should  be  following  the  old  preeedeai  b^ 
buying  the  iF'loridas  of  Spain.  Bat  in  aasvait 
was  observed  that  in  the  first  case  we  made  an 
offer  to  purchase,  as  a  prelude  to  aegotiatie&iud 
ii  was  declared  that  the  misconduct  ol  the  Spu- 
isb  ageats  was  unauthorized.  But  here  the  cue 
was  completely  revened.  Tiaert  was  fio  doobi 
of  the  miaootiduetof  the  Spanislt agents  betngao* 
thorioed,  and  negottatiou  had  been  tried  aod  had 
failed.  There  was  another  differeaee.  la  ooe 
case  we  made  a  fttir  and  honorAble  putdosefroiii 
France  who  owned  fhe  property ;  but  ia  ibb  ease, 
we  observed  that  we  were  about  to  make  a  dia* 
honorable  purchase  of  a  highwayman  of  propeity 
taken  from  its  rightful  owner,  or  to  obtain  his  ser- 
vices to  bully  itrrom  its  rightfVil  owner ;  tnd  it 
was  known,  the  declaration  had  been  repeatedly 
m^de,  that  a  high  officer  of  the  Goveromeotofibe 
United  States,  the  head  of  the  Department  of  Sute. 
I  avowed  that  th6  money  was  for  France.  Where 
has  the  Hornet  sailed  ?  To  Coronna  or  to  Cidii? 
No.  to  NantZj  the  high  road  to  Paris.  It  vt»  oot 
because  there  was  a  party  in  the  House  indisposed 
to  the  honest  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  but  be- 
cause there  was  a  party  indisposed  to  Acquire theoi 
at  the  expense  of  the  national  treasure  and  honot. 
that  opposition  originated  to  the  measures  jsfl 
have  taken.  No,  sir,  we  were  not  for  war,  we 
were  for  peace — ^for  acting  on  true  policy,  on  ^ 
principle  of  taking  firmer  ground  thaa  has  bea 
taken — that  ground  which  we  thought  was  called 
for ;  and  not  for  endeavoring  to  curry  favor  with 
one  of  the  European  Powers  by  throwing  ^ 
weight  in  her  scale,  and  thus  prodticiog  a  cao^ 
of  quarrel  with  another  nation  during  a  peodiiig 
negoilatioii.  This  is  the  fact.  We  told  gentle- 
men, that,  aAer  Prance  had  said,  if  yongireSptm 
one  Mow  I  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  I  do  not  I^ 
collect  which,— after  she  had  told  you  that  m 
claims  against  Bpain  must  be  abandoDed,-tit<t 
she  had  in  the  most  insulting  and  degrading min* 
ne^  interfered  in  your  differences  with  Spain,- 
that,  under  these  circumstances  to  put  money  mtf 
thfc  hands  of  EVanee  was  not  only  a  violation  m 
your  neutrality  With  Great  Britain ;  hut  that  the 
ground  subsequently  taken  towards  Qreat  BiittiB 
wasamost  dastardly  accommodatioo  to  thewisfa« 
of  France,  in  order,  by  putting  on  a  hostile ««»' 
tude  to  QtetLl  Briuin,  to  curry  favor  with  theBm- 
peror  of  France ;  and  Which  was  not  dtffl»n«» 
by  the  situation  of  our  affairs  with  Oxeat  Briun|' 
What  is  our  true  policy  ?  To  take  part  ]r« 
neither  of  those  nations— to  let  neither  of  th«n 
finger  one  dollar  of  our  money — to  resist  thewj^^ 
pretensions  of  all.  This  policy  we  have  abaBdooed 
and  what  is  the  consequence  1  The  natioo" 
honor  has  received  a  stain  which  all  the  wai(^^' 
the  Potomac  cannot  wash  out.  It  is  on  ^J"^^ 
of  history,  and  cannot  now  be  taken  ofil   The  di- 
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tion  is  stigmatized — it  has  received  a  blot,  which 
edl  your  India  rubber  cannot  efface. 

Bat  it  has  been  represented  that  I  took  part  with 
the  Spanish  against  the  American  Government  in 
relation  to  the  disputed  territory  between  the  Per- 
iido  and  the  Mississippi.  I  took  part  so  far  as  this : 
[  did  not  wish  to  see  the  American  honor  aacri- 
iced  in  a  contest  with  Spain.  I  took  part  so  far 
15  to  be  called  a  Spanish  partisan  by  seme  gentle- 
nen,  while  others  charged  me  with  being  willing 
o  kindle  a  war  with  Spain.  I  stated  that  we  had 
lever  received  copies  of  the  instraotions  of  the 
Minister  delegated  to  negotiate  with  the  Spanish 
orovernment ;  and  that,  if  we  should  call  lor  the 
locumenis,  we  should  find  that  the  business,  from 
he  first  to  the  last,  had  been  managed  in  the  most 
mbecile  manner.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  negotia- 
or — Gk>d  forbid ! — but  of  those  who  drew  the  in- 
tructions  of  the  man  who  negotiated.  We  bought 
!jOuisiana  from  France,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  According  to  the  Exec- 
itive  understanding,  that  country  extended  to  the 
?erdido  and  the  Rio  Bravo,  We  immediately 
egislated  on  our  first  claim,  and  passed  a  law  erect- 
Dg  the  bay  and  shores  of  the  Mobile  into  a  reve- 
lue  district.  What  was  the  fact  ?  That  we  were 
egislating  without  information.  We  had  never 
leen  told  that  Laussat  had  been  directed  to  receive 
be  country  only  to  the  Iberville  and  the  Lakes. 
Ve  consequently  Wislated  in  error,  for  want  of 
orrect  Executive  ijuonnation.  This  was  the  be- 
;inninar.  We  then  sent  Commissioners  to  Mad- 
id. These  Commissioners  had  various  causes  of 
om plaint  against  Spain.  One  was  for  the  injury 
ve  had  sustained  from  the  suspension  of  the  right 
»f  deposit  at  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  to  this 
lay  been  satisfied ;  another  was  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce  in  the  West  Indies ;  an- 
ther for  spoliations  committed  by  France ;  and 
notber  relative  to  boundaries.  We  claimed  to 
be  Rio  Bravo,  but  our  Commissioners  declared 
bemselves  ready  to  agree,  in  case  Spain  ceded  the 
isputed  country  to  the  east,  that  the  Colorado 
hould  be  the  boundary  line ;  and  to  make  even 
his  offer,  our  agents  were  obliged  to  exceed  their 
nstructions.  This  iaformatioa  is  not  drawn  from 
ocuments  before  the  House — it  is  not  eonfiden- 
lal.  If  gentlemen  doubt  its  correctness,  let  them 
all  for  official  documents.  We  wanted  the  ter- 
itory  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  offered  to 
ay  for  it  with  territory  west  or  the  Mississippi; 
ut  Spain  replies.  That  territory  belongs  to  me; 
nd  as  I  am  able  and  willing  to  aefend  both,  I  will 
lOt  give  up  one  to  pay  for  the  other.  And  so  far 
rom  making  the  Colorado  river  a  boundary — be- 
ig  a  great  concession,  the  present  actual  bound- 
iv  is,  I  know  not  how  many  hundred  miles  this 
ide  of  it.  Could  such  a  negotiation,  tbu»  con- 
ucted,  fail  to  succeed?  The  sreat  wonder  with 
ae,  is,  that  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  made 
ut  to  continue  their  exertions  so  loofi^  as  they 
lid,  in  pressing  such  a  proposition.  At  last,  some 
if  Uie  X,  Y,  and  Z  men  go  to  our  Ministers,  and 
ay,  Put  on  a  hostile  attitude  towards  Spain,  and, 
rhen  things  are  coming  to  a  rupture,  refer  Spain 
0  our  mediation — give  us  a  round  sum,  and  we 
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will  dictate  the  terms  on  which  an  accommoda- 
tion shall  take  place.  When  the  fact  came  out, 
a  general  astonishment  prevailed  ;  and  my  worthy 
friend  from  Maryland,  who  no  longer  holds  a  sead 
in  this  House,  told  you  that  he  hoped  in  Gk)d  the 
negotiation  would  fail.  I  have  said  so  much,  that 
at  least  that  portion  of  the  public  in  our  hearing 
may  be  undeceived  in  respect  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  when  in  conclave,  and  may  give  due 
information  to  their  constituents  when  they  go 
home ;  for.  situated  as  we  are,  in  this  remote  cor^ 
ner  of  the  Union — in  a  wilderness  and  desert,  with 
but  a  single  press — it  is  impossible  that  anything 
like  a  correct  transcript  of  our  proceedings  can  go 
to  the  public.  I  make  this  statement,  that  it  may 
be  known  that  we  felt  no  indisposition  to  respect 
the  national  honor,  either  as  to  Britain  or  Spain, 
and  that  we  were  for  no  half-way  measures  with 
either  nation.  We  were  willing  to  try  negotiation 
with  Britain,  and  when  that  had  failed,  we  were 
willing  to  20  to  the  requisite  length. 

I  hope,  tor  the  honor  of  the  Executive  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States,  the  Message  of  the 
President  will  be  published.  With  regard  to  any 
effect  it  may  have  on  the  negotiations  at  Paris,  it 
is  the  most  idle  thing  in  the  world  to  talk  of  any 
effect  being  produced  there  by  anything  but 
money.  They  will  look  at  your  cash — if  it  is 
enoush  you  will  have  your  business  done ;  if  not, 
it  will  not  be  done.  On  this  point,  I  will  add  a 
sinsle  word.  I  am  prepared  to  hear  it  said  that, 
if  this  negotiation  fails,  it  will  be  in  consequence 
of  the  secret  journal  being  published.  But  it  re"* 
quires  no  wizard  to  foretell  that  it  will  fail.  It 
must.  The  battle  at  Austerlitz  has  settled  that 
question.  It  cannot  succeed.  It  is  impossible; 
and,  were  it  possible,  the  success  of  the  negotia- 
tion would  depend  on  nothing  done  in  this  Iiouse, 
save  the  sum  of  money  given  to  France  to  com- 
pel Spain  to  do  so  and  so.  What  will  be  the  con« 
sequence  of  your  measures  ?  If  there  shall  be  a 
peace  in  Europe,  you  will  expect  a  strong  Span* 
ish  squadron,  aided  perhaps  by  a  French  force,  in 
the  bay  of  Pensacola,  and  you  may  be  glad  to  get 
off  with  a  loss  of  two  millions^-you  may  be  glad 
to  ffet  off  with  a  loss  of  twenty  millions.  France 
sold  Louisiana  to  the  United  States  for  so  many 
millions ;  $3,750,000  of  which  were  to  be  paid  to 
our  citizens.  We  have  been  gulled  out  of  that. 
But  the  last  thing  that  has  entered  into  the  mind 
of  France  is  to  settle  anything  definite  with  fixed 
metes  and  boundaries.  Her  object  is  to  deal  with 
you  for  money.  She  means  to  sell  by  thedegreey 
and  every  time  you  apply  to  her  for  a  settlement 
of  bouaoaries,  she  will  call  upon  you  for  more 
money.  We  were  indisposed  to  give  into  these 
terms. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY  said,  that  the  question  before  the 
House  was  only  a  motion  for  amending  the  secret 
journal  from  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was 
Uiken  off,  by  inserting  the  President's  confidential 
communication.  Yet,  by  attending  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) it  would  appear  that  he  was  engaged  in 
supporting  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
higb  officers  of  the  Qovemment,  and  not  against 
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them  only,  but  also  against  a  respectable  majority 
of  this  House,  as  if  he  had  been  vested  with  au- 
thority to  censure  and  denounce  their  legislative 
ipeasures  on  their  own  floor,  when  the  subjects 
were  no  longer  before  the  House. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  motion  has  been  laid  on 
your  table  for  impeaching  the  conduct  of  these 
nigh  Executive  officers,  nor  can  any  motion  be 
admitted  to  enable  a  member  of  the  minority  to 
impeach  the  majority.  It  is  contrary  to  good  or- 
der, it  is  an  outrage  on  decency,  to  defame  the 
character,  or  impeach  the  conduct,  in  this  way,  of 
public  officers  or  citizens  on  this  floor,  where  they 
cannot  answer  for  themselves.  It  has  never  been 
admitted  in  other  public  bodies  in  the  United 
States,  nor  in  Congress,  till  it  was  introduced  hj 
the  member  from  Virginia;  and,  fortunately,  it 
is  peculiar  to  him  alone  to  entertain  the  House 
with  tales  brought  from  out  of  doors,  or  from  the 
whispers  behind  our  bar,  and  with  unsupported 
slanders  on  the  Administration,  and  officers  of  the 
Government. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  R^  has  at- 
tacked the  respectable  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  this  rude  manner  on  this  floor.  This 
manner  of  doing  it  is  entirely  improper.  If  Mr. 
R.  had  a  charge  against  him,  he  ought  to  have 
moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  that 
high  officer,  as  had  been  done  not  long  since  with 
another  respectable  head  of  a  Department;  but 
this  would  not  have  answered  the  gentleman's 
purposes  of  slander.  The  Secretary  of  State 
would  have  had  the  opportunity  of  defending  his 
own  character. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  charge  for  which 
the  Secretary  is  so  vehemently  denounced  ?  It 
is  some  sentences  of  a  confidential  conversation, 
told  in  Mr.  R.'s  own  manner.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  that  gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of  entertaining 
the  House  with  scraps  of  confidential  conversa- 
tions, but  surely  he  knows  that  the  House  cannot 
take  his  statements  for  vouchers.  He  knows,  and 
this  House  knows,  that  he  has  already  had  to  cor- 
rect on  this  floor  a  statement  which  he  had  rudely 
made,  of  part  of  a  confidential  conversation  he 
had  had  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but 
even  the  correction  is  justly  presumed  to  have  been 
defective ;  it  was  not  the  whole  truth.  The  House 
does  not  jfeceive  the  assertion  of  any  member,  in- 
stead of  vouchers,  not  even  on  a  motion  for  im- 
peachment, or  a  complaint  of  contempt.  In  such 
cases,  testimony  is  required.  When  the  gentle- 
man's habits,  in  this  House,  are  considered,  and 
the  evident  resentment  which  he  declares  to  be 
irreconcilable,  and  which  he  expresses  in  a[manner 
not  to  be  mistaken,  against  the  Secretary  of  State, 
we  are  justified  not  only  in  receiving  his  asser- 
tions with  some  abatement  of  confidence,  but  with 
suspicion. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
this  day,  as  on  former  days,  said  a  great  deal  about 
France;  that  we  were  about  to  give  money  to 
France ;  to  give  a  bribe  to  France,  dbc.  Does  the 
gentleman  dream  about  France  at  nights,  and  re- 
tail his  dreams  in  this  House  in  days,  or  is  his 
imagination  always  in  a  dreaming  state?    If  we 


are  to  judge  from  the  desultoriness  of  his  arge* 
ments,  perpetually  wandering  from  the  subject 
before  tne  House,  dragging  in  subjects  that  uve 
no  bearing  on  the  question,  flying  from  ooe  sob- 
ject  to  another,  without  coherence;  we  mi^k 
justly  presume  that  the  last  and  manyotberof^is 
arguments  were  the  dreaming  effusions  of  i  mid 
imagination,  higblv  disordered. 

Mr.  F.,  taking  the  secret  Journals,  now  otde 
public,  in  his  hand,  read  the  resolution  agreel  to 
with  shut  doors,  declaring  that  the  approprittwa 
was  made  toward  defraying  the  expense  whieh 
may  be  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spinbk 
territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  tbe 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi 
This  resolution,  he  said,  was  the  founditioaof  die 
bill  nuw  enacted  into  a  law,  with  such  a  ekuige 
of  language,  as  has  been  usually  made  hitherto  in 
such  cases  respecting  our  foreign  relatioot  Mr. 
F.  turned  to  another  resolution,  moved  aad  sup- 
ported and  voted  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  authorizing  the  President  to  mite 
a  settlement  of  existing  differences  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  the  Court  of  Madrid,  bf  mik- 
ing an  arrangement  between  the  two  GoTettt- 
ments,  which  shall  secure  an  ample  barrier  to 
Spain  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  Umted 
States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi, 
and  to  the  eastward  of  it.  Both  these  resolotiou 
were  carried  to  the  President,  agreeablf  to  tbe 
order  of  the  House,  by  the  gentleman  from  Tir- 
gtnia  himself,  and  another  member. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  voted  against  the  second  resolo* 
tion,  because  the  subject  belonged  to  the  treaty- 
maktne  power,  over  which  the  House  had  go 
control,  except  where  ^nts  of  money  were  r^ 
quired  ;  but  it  was  carried,  and  it  was  Mr.  R.  win 
prepared,  moved,  supported,  and  presented  to  tlie 
President  both  resolutions.  The  same  geotlemii 
who  has  so  frequently,  on  this  floor,  in  hisrereries 
about  France,  asserted  that  there  was  do  ^^r^^ 
no  Pyrenees,  that  Spain  was  in  France,  ftc^ud, 
on  this  wild  assertion,  he  grounds  his  stiU  more 
wild  assertions,  that  we  are  giving  money  for  i 
bribe  to  France.  Does  he  never  reflect,  in  bis 
dreams,  that  he  has  given  from  under  his  ows 
hand,  conflrmed  by  his  official  vote  in  the  Hoose. 
that  there  is  a  Spain  with  whom  the  United  States 
should  make  an  exchange  of  territory,  and  to 
whom  we  ought  to  grant  an  ample  barrier  on  the 
side  of  Mexico ;  that  there  is  a  Court  of  Midr» 
with  whom  it  is  competent  for  the  United  Suts 
to  make  arrangements?  There  is  not  a  won 
about  France  in  either  of  the  resolutions,  dot  a 
the  law,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  proceedinffs.  Tk0 
is  evident  to  every  citizen  who  reads  tbeJoiuw* 
of  the  secret  proceedingK.  Mr.  F.  asked,  bov 
will  the  gentleman  reconcile  his  frequent  and  bw 

assertions,  that  there  was  no  Spain,  no  Sp**^ 
territory,  dbc.,  with  his  deliberate  and  solemn  un- 
cial act  directly  in  opposition  to  his  assertnas . 
How,  at  this  time,  with  these  Joumab  before 
him,  could  he  have  the  effrontery  to  declare  ibat 
the  United  States  were  irrecoverably  dishonored 
by  these  transactions  ?  , 

Bat,  he  aays,  in  proof  of  this  astertioii,  tb>t^ 
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shipwith  the  instructions,  dbc,  has  gone  to  Nantes, 
in  France,  instead  of  Corunna  in  Spain.  What 
sort  of  proof  is  this?  Why  did  he  not  te)l  the 
whole  truth  ?  Why  did  he  not  tell  the  House 
that  the  ship  carried  the  appointment  of  Envoy 
Extraordinary,  and  instructions  to  our  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  France,  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Spain 
to  assist  our  Ministers  at  Madrid,  in  negotiating 
at  that  Court,  agreeably  to  the  gentleman's  own 
resolution,  and  the  law  passed  for  that  purpose  by 
Congress  1  No.  So  much  candor  would  not  have 
U25wered  the  gentleman's  purposes. 

But  a  few  days  since,  that  gentleman  informed 
;he  House  that  the  ship  had  sailed,  and  taken  the 
noney  with  her  before  the  appropriation  was 
made,  &c.  Presently,  it  got  into  the  newspapers, 
:hat  a  ^eat  many  tons  of  specie^  he  believed 
ibove  sixty,  were  .carried  away  in  that  ship. 
Bvery  member  who  understood  the  subject  knew 
;hat  the  assertion  was  wholly  unfounded.  They 
Icnew  that  money  was  never  sent  in  this  way  for 
mch  purposes.  They  knew  that  the  object  was 
ilways  accomplished  by  providing  a  credit  for 
}ills  to  be  drawn  when  the  negotiation  was  com- 
>leted.  That  this  was  the  case  at  present,  any 
neoiber  may  be  informed  by  inquiring  at  the 
)roper  source ;  but  he  would  take  no  notice  of 
leveral  other  such  misrepresentations,  calculated 
o  impose  on  the  House,  and  to  occasion  false- 
loods  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  be  was  opposed  to  publishing 
he  secret  Journals,  though  he  knew  they  would 
)perate  to  correct  numerous  unfair  allusions  that 
lad  been  made  to  them  by  the  gentleman  from 
i/'irginia,  on  some  occasions  with  open  doors,  that 
;hey  would  convince  the  citizens  that  the  proceed- 
ngs  with  respect  to  Spain  had  no  analogy  to  or 
>earin^  on.  our  commercial  relations  with  Britain, 
md  will  snow  what  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in 
he  gentleman's  assertions.  But  the  unprecedent- 
ed publication,  not  onl)r  while  the  negotiation  was 
lepending,  but  before  it  had  commenced,  being 
calculated  to  defeat  it,  agreeably  to  the  gentle- 
nan's  wish,  so  frequently  expressed,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
roted  against  taking  off  tne  injunction  of  secrecy 
intil  the  issue  of  the  negotiation  was  known, 
iffteeablv  to  all  former  precedents  in  similar  cases. 
•le  said  he  would  also  vote  against  publishing  the 
'resident's  communications,  not  only  because  the 
lesign  was  to  defeat  the  negotiation,  but  to  de- 
tToyr  confidence  between  the  Executive  and  the 
Liegislature,  and  between  our  Government  and 
breien  nations ;  but,  for  this  reason,  be  said,  he 
vould  wish  them  published,  to  correct  the  disor- 
lerly  misrepresentations  made  of  them  by  the  gen- 
leman  from  Virginia,  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  has  charged  the 
najority  of  this  House  with  giving  money  to  pur- 
chase peace  with  Spain,  who  refused  to  negotiate 
with  as,  and  took  measures  that  would  lead  to 
war  with  Great  Britain,  while  negotiation  with 
that  nation  was  depending.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
ventleman  gives  a  mistaken  view  of  the  case. 
With  Spain  there  was  no  negotiation  depending 
for  the  purchase  of  Florida.  A  negotiation  had 
:akea  place  about  settling  the  boundaries  of  Lou* 


isiana;  but  the  parties  had  differed  in  opinion. 
The  President  might  have  very  properly  negotia- 
ted for  the  purchase  of  the  territory  so  very  de- 
sirable to  us,  and  might  have  laid  the  treaty  befoHl 
Congress  for  their  approbation  and  provision ;  and 
in  so  doing,  have  tnrown  the  responsibility  on 
them.  But  he,  no  doubt  for  good  reasons,  cnose 
to  have  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  provis- 
ion for  the  object  before  he  commenced  the  nego* 
tiation.  This  he  has  obtained,  but  not  in  time  for 
the  negotiation  to  have  yet  been  begun. 

It  is  well  known  that,  with  respect  to  the  im« 
pressmen t  of  our  seamen,  a  real  and  unequivocal 
act  of  hostility,  negotiation  has  been  attempted 
with  Britain  during  the  whole  course  of  the  former 
and  present  European  war,  but  without  effect. 
At  one  period  it  seemed  to  be  apeed  upon;  but 
it  was  afterwards  clogged  with  inadmissible  ex- 
ceptions. Last  summer,  after  the  new  and  ruin- 
ous aggressions  on  our  commerce  had  been  author- 
ized, the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  London,  after  other  attempts  to  negotiate 
had  failed,  gave  into  that  Court  a  sensible  and 
spirited  memorial,  to  which  no  answer  was  siven 
when  we  received  the  latest  information.  There- 
fore the  whole  extent  of  negotiation  with  Brit- 
ain on  those  subjects  amounts  to  this,  that  the 
United  States  perseveringly  endeavored  to  nego- 
tiate, and  Great  Britain  as  perseverin^y  declined 
negotiation.  Mr.  F  concluded  by  saying,  that  as 
he  had  no  intention  when  he  rose  to  follow  the 
gentleman  through  all  his  extravagant  wander- 
mgs,  he  would  detain  the  House  no  longer. 

Mr.  FisK. — I  shall,  with  some  reluctance,  vote 
asrainst  amending  the  Journal.    It  is  my  wish,  at 
ail  times,  to  bring  before  the  public  eye  whatever 
is  done  by  its  public  agents,  whenever  the  good 
of  the  country  admits  of  it.    I  conceive,  however, 
this  communication  to  be  confidential,  and  that  it 
would  involve  a  breach  of  faith  to  the  other  de- 
partments now  to  publish  it.    We  are  told  to-day. 
for  our  consolation,  that  some  members  have  votea 
with  their  eyes  open  to  truckle  to  France,  in  order 
to  coerce  Spain,  and  that  others  have  voted  to  the 
same  effect  ignorantly.    I,  however,  am  one'of 
those  who  remain  obstinate  in  my  conviction,  in 
spite  of  all  the  information  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.    I  believe  we  have  acted  as  our  duty 
required,  and  a:^  justice  to  our  constituents  de- 
manded.   We  are  asked  what  is  the  situation  of 
this  country  with  regard  to  Spain  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  where  the  injury  towards  us  lies?    Is  it 
with  Spain?    If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
speaks  the  truth,  we  have  no  around  of  complaint 
against  Spain  as  to  territorial  aggressions;  for,  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  that  sentleman,  when 
our  doors  were  shut,  said  that  tne  boundary  line 
claimed  by  Spain  was  on  this  side  of  the  country 
where  those  aggressions  took  place,  and   that, 
when  the  negotiation  took  place  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  Spain  entered  a  caveat 
against  our  acquiring  this  country;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  treaty  with  France,  we  acquired 
no  territory  east  of  the  Iberville.    There  was,  it 
is  true,  an  outrage  committed  by  officers  of  Spain 
within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni* 
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ted  States.    But  what  are  the  facts  attending  this 
affair?    The  moment  representation  was  made  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  he  declared  the  ag- 
gression unauthorized,  and  promised  to  make  a 
mil  aBd  strict  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it.    Does  this  look  like  settled  hostility  on 
the  part  of  Spain  ?    No,  it  ought  to  he  received 
as  a  sufficient  disavowal  of  any  such  l^ostile  in- 
tention.   This  information  we  have  from  official 
documents  on  our  tables.    Let  me  now  ask,  what 
is  our  situation  relative  to  Gb'eat  Britain  ?    Has 
she  not  committed  lawless  aggressions  on  our 
commerce,  and  continued  to  impress  oar  seamen 
for  years  past?    Under  these  circumstances,  what 
ougnt  to  be  the    policy  of  this  Government? 
Ou^bt  we  forthwith  to  declare  war  against  Spain 
while  we  negotiate  with  Great  Britain?    The 
ffentleman  from  Virginia  says  he  is  not  for  declar- 
ing war  against  Spain ;  but  the  resolution  which 
he  proposed  contained  a  proposition  lor  raising  a 
number  of  troops  to  repel  the  aggressions  of  Span- 
ish subjects.     Let  me  ask,  then,  whether  it  is 
probable  that  the  raising  additional  troops  would 
be  less  likely  to  produce  war  tban  a  mere  com- 
mercial regulation  ?    But  it  is  said  that  Spain  is 
under  the  control  of  France;  that  she  is  indeed 
in  a  state  of  bondage  to  France,  and  it  is  inquired 
whether  it  would  be  just  to  receive  this  country 
from  a  Governcnent  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage? 
But  if  Spain  is  in  this  state,  are  we  therefore  to 
xenounce  our  own  interest  ?    Or,  is  our  obligation 
to  pursue  that  interest,  by  the  means  in  our  power, 
to  be  lessened  ?    If  Spam  sees  fit  to  suffer  herself 
to  be  controlled  by  France,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  are  for  crossing  the  water  to  be  the  guardian 
of  her  rights,    i  am  not  so  much  of  a  republican 
yet.    In  this  country  this  species  of  republican- 
ism belongs  exclusively  to  that  gentleman,  though 
he  has  not  the  honor  of  being  the  original  in- 
ventor.   The  despots  of  Europe  have  long  under- 
stood it.    The  Emperors  of  Germany  and  Rus- 
sisL,  with  the  King  of  Prussia,  were  actuated  by 
it  in  the  conquest  and  division  of  Poland,  and  the 
same  would  have  led  us  to  war  wiih  Spain,  and 
a  oonquest  of  the  Floridas.    It  is  said  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  raise  an  army,  as  the  frontiers 
could  not  be  defended  by  militiai    But  I  believe 
that  this  is  not  true.    I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  militia  are  able  and  ready  to  defend  the 
oountry  whenever  it  shall  be  in  danger.    As  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  told  we 
have  assumed  a  hostile  attitude  to  her.    How? 
By  barely  going  into  commercial  reeulations? 
Bfave  we  not  a  right  to  do  this — and  nas  Great 
Britain  a  right  to  comolain  of  what  she  herself 
daily  practises  ?    But  tne  gentleman,  it  seems,  is 
principally  against  the  negotiation  with  SpaiU) 
Decause  of  the  effect  it  will  have  on  our  affairs 
with,  Great  Britain. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  gentleman  is  not  dis- 
posed to  shrink  from  war  when  it  would  carry 
Lim  to  his  true  point.  With  Great  Britain  he 
sees  war  in  all  its  horrors ;  but  when  we  come  to 
Spain,  he  says  that,  unless  we  take  hostile  meas- 
ures towards  her,  Great  Britain  will  take  umbrage. 
The  gentleman  says,  that  he  and  bis  friends  wish, 


and  are  perfectly  ready  to  resist  the  aggressioos  of 
both  Powers.  But  let  me  ask  how  ?  When  meas- 
ures were  proposed  to  be  taken  with.  Oreat  Brit- 
ain, he  deprecated  her  power  and  the  dasger  of  a 
conflict  with  her ;  witk  a  prophetic  spirit  asd  in 
glowing  colors,  he  painted  the  disoial  scene— oar 
coasts  inva^d,  our  towns  in  flames,  and  o«  citi- 
zens flying  to  the  mountains  for  shelter.    Shoald 
we  realize  this  prediction,  I  can  tell  the  geotknaa 
for  his  consolation,  that  undoubtedly  some  gaai^ 
dian  British  aogel  will  protect  him  from  hana^ 
and,  by  the  hand,  conduct  him  from  the  scene  of 
destruction  to  some  place  of  safety. 

I  was  really  al  a  loss  to  discover  the  motives  of 
the  gentleman,  when  he  brought  so  often  to  our 
view  the  egregious  lolly,  weakness,  or  w^ickedaess, 
of  one  of  the  heads  of'  departments.  At  every 
turn  of  his  discourse  we  met  with  a  complaiat 
against,  or  a  denunciation  of  this  officer.  If  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  charses  he  has  preferred,  he 
ought  to  bring  them  fiiirly  before  the  House  and 
institute  an  io<|uiry.  But  to  assault  the  char- 
acter of  a  man  m  this  side  way,  is  a  piece  of  era* 
elty  and  breach  of  good  conduct,  which  ocght 
not  to  he  suffered.  If  that  character  be  guUty, 
his  conduct  ought  to  be  properly  inq aired  into; 
but  I  fear  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in 
these  remarks,  had  a  different  view.  The  other 
day  much  was  said  by  that  gentleman,  of  the  half- 
way house.  I  believe  that  he  has  engendered 
ideas  on  this  subject  in  his  own  brain,  until  act 
being  any  longer  able  to  keep  them,  he  has  di- 
vulged them  to  the  House.  I  will  say  that  he  is 
the  only  man  whom  I  have  heard  say  a  word  oa 
the  subject. 

The  present  question  is  to  publish  the  Messagt 
of  the  President.  This  once  e&cted,  other  dc«- 
umenls  may  be  called  for.  We  shall  be  told  that 
it  will  be  incomplete  without  the  docameats  froia 
our  foreign  agents.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  branch 
of  one  and  the  same  systent,  the  effect  x^w^ck 
will  be  to  destroy  the  harmony  essential  to  the 
Government*  When  the  President  made  this 
communication  to  the  two  Houses,  he  informed 
us  that  it  would  not  in  his  opinion,  be  prudeat  to 
communicate  it  to  the  public  while  great  aatioaal 
affairs  were  depending ;  nor  would  we  be  author- 
ized to  do  it,  in  my  opinion,  without  consoltisf 
tbe  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Under  these 
impressions  I  am  decidedly  against  puUishiag  it 
at  present 

I  have  heard  with  regret  the  remarks  of  the 
sentleman  from  Virginia  made  this  and  the  other 
day ;  and  particularly  the  denooeiatloa  of  one  d 
our  heads  of  departments,  relative  to  a  prodectioa 
which  we  have  just  reason  to  admire,  ajid  re- 
specting a  man  who  has  served  his  country  for 
thirty  years  in  various  high  stations.  I  \kM  a 
very  different  opinion  on  this  point  from  thegea- 
tleman  from  Virginia.  My  confidence  is  uo^- 
ken  in  the  gentkmati  he  denounces ;  nor  do  I 
believe  the  confidence  of  the  nation  is  shaken. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell. — Before  the  question  is 
taken,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  a  few 
remarks  to  the  House.  I  understand  the  question 
to  be,  to  insert  the  Message  of  the  Prcudent  of 
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the  6th  December,  fn  the  Journal.  In  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  on  the  question, 
the  proceedtngrg  of  the  House  while  tn  secret  sit- 
ting hare  been  brought  into  riew.  I  was  op- 
posed to  making  those  proceedings  public ;  I 
thought  then,  and  I  still  thmk.  that  weivere  there- 
by committing  the  honor  or  the  nation.  I  did 
think,  when  the  majority  had  sanctioned  a  nego- 
tiation, that  no  measure  calculated  to  frustrate  it 
should  hare  been  taken,  until  the  negotiation  had 
been  fairly  tried.  It  was  for  this  reason  I  was 
opposed  to  removing  the  injunction  of  secrecy ; 
and  not  because  I  was  unwilling  that  the  people 
of  this  country  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  proceedings  which  -took  place  in  this  House 
with  closed  doors.  My  object  was  to  prerent 
the  interference  of  forei^  nations,  who  might 
feel  an  interest  in  defeating  the  measure.  The 
public  will  judge  of  the  propriety,  under  these 
circumstances,  of  making  these  proceedings  pub- 
lic. But  as  a  part  of  them  has  been  made  public, 
f  wish  the  whole  could  be  made  so,  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  the  nation  ;  though  I  enter- 
tain strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure, I  shall  not,  however,  oppose  tne  motion  be- 
fore you.  But.  before  the  question  is  taken.  I  beg 
leave  to  remark,  that  so  fan  as  relates  to  tne  ob- 
seryatibns  between  the  gentleman  froih  Virginia, 
fMr.  RANnoLPH,^  and  the  head  of  one  of  the 
departments  of  this  Grovernment,  they  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  businesiB ;  and  they  can  have  no 
inflaence  on  the  decisions  of  this  House.  I  did 
Dot  expect  to  have  heard  any  such  conversation 
introduced  on  this  floor.  We  did  not  come  here 
to  hear  such  conservation  or  to.actupon  commu- 
nications of  that  kind.  What  may  be  the  private 
opinions  of  a  particular  head  of  department,  it  is 
aot  for  this  House  to  know ;  they  cannot  officially 
;ome  before  us ;  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
It  is  said,  sir,  that  a  certain  communication 
^hich  was  calculated  to  afiect  our  votes  relative 
:o  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase 
)f  the  Flortdas,  was  detained  some  weeks  after 
t  was  received  from  our  Minister  abroad,  before 
t  was  laid  before  us.  I  f>ay.  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
lo  communication  made  to  this  House  was  cal- 
mlated,  in  my  opinion,  to  alter  the  votes  of  the 
nembers  of  the  House  on  that  subject — certainly 
lone  that  would  have  changed  mine;  but  whe- 
;her  that  communication  was  or  was  not  made 
to  us  in  due  time  after  it  was  received,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say.  I  do  not  know,  however,  that  we 
lave  any  elaim  to  it  from  the  head  of  depart- 
nent.  It  was  not  his  duty  to  communicate  it  to 
IS,  that  belonged  to  the  Executiye ;  and  why  the 
sircumstance  has  been  mentioned  here,  I  cannot 
>retend  to  sav.  With  regard  to  some  other  re- 
narks  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  J.  Clat,)  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  there 
's  no  communication  before  this  House  which 
tuthorizes  the  assertion  that  a  threat  has  been 
nade  by  France  against  the  United  States.  I  deny, 
tir,  that  there  is  any  document  which,  if  properly 
mderstood.  can  be  construed  to  have  such  a  mean- 
ing. I  say,  likewise,  that  there  is  no  document 
t>efore  the  House  which  authorizes  the  assertion, 


that  France  told  us,  if  you  give  Spain  one  blow 
we  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolph.) 
There  is  no  such  expression,  nor  any  other  that 
would  countenance  the  idea.  France  was  not 
hrought  into  the  question  as  being  concerned  in 
our  differences  with  Spain.  She  has,  indeed, 
been  lugg^ed  in.  in  the  place  of  argument ;  and 
we  have  been  charged  with  truckling  to  France, 
when  in  all  dur  proceedings  the  name  of  France 
has  hardly  ever  been  mentioned,  except  by  gen- 
tlemen in  debate  who  will  not  admit  that  Spain 
exists  as  a  nation.  I  deem  it  proper  also,  to 
say,  that  the  assertion  that  any  meo^ber  of  this 
House  voted  for  a  measure  calculated  to  bribe 
one  nation,  to  induce  another  to  give  up  her 
rightful  property,  so  far  as  it  may  be  apj;)lied  to 
me,  is  without  foundation,  and  not  authorized  by 
any  act  of  mine,  and  that  no  man  will  undertake 
to  say  so.  The  word  bribery  ought  not,  indeed,  to 
enter  the  walls  of  this  House,  as  applicable  to  any 
of  its  measures  or  proceeaings.  It  will,  Mr. 
Speaker,  appear  from  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
now  made  public,  who  have  or  have  not  support- 
ed the  interest  or  this  country ;  who  are  willing 
to  support  just  measures  calculated  to  maintain 
peace,  and  are  disposed  to  take  a  manly  attitude. 
a|;ainst  those  who  violate  our  rights ;  and  it  will 
also  appear  who  th*ey  are,  whose  proceedings 
t^nd  to  embarrass  the  nation,  to  brin^  the  Gbv- 
emment  into  contempt,  to  produce  schism,  and  to 
impair  the  confidence  of  the  nation  in  the  Admin- 
istration, at  a  time  when  I  believe  it  is  as  high  as 
it  ever  was ;  and,  I  apprehend,  deservedly  so.  I 
belieye,  too,  the  nation  will  not  be  found  ready  to 
withdraw  that  well-placed  confidence  from  the 
head  of  department  who  has  been  Uenounced  in 
this  House.  It  will  appear,  too,  who  have  taken 
measures  calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  and  to  produce  an  alarm  or  danger  for 
which  there  is  no  foundation.  I  solemnly  wish 
that  not  only  the  Message  of  the  President,  but 
every  document,'and  every  word  uttered  in  secret 
might  be  made  known  to  the  people,  I  wish  it, 
because  I  think  it  would  not  then  be  practicable 
to  impose  on  the  nation  by  a  coloring  given  to 
those  proceedings,  unauthorized  by  the  facts  that 
took  place. 

I  wilt  state  to  the  House,  while  I  am  up,  that  I 
yoted  apiinst  increasing  the  army,  because  I  be- 
lieved that  no  emergency  existed  to  require  it.  I 
saw  no  call  for  it,  either  in  t)ie  information 
contained  in  the  public  Message,  or  in  the  other 
communications  made  to  the  House.  In  the  pub- 
lie  Message,  we  were  told  that  Congress  would, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  be  enabled  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase 
our  land  force,  by  the  events  which  would  prob- 
ably take  place.  No  events  had  taken  place,  when 
the  measure  in  question  was  before  the  House, 
that  changed  the  former  state  of  things.  It  was 
also  my  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  on  every  trivial 
occasion,  to  increase  our  present  Military  Estab- 
lishment, and  abandon  the  ground  we  had  taken, 
of  reducing  the  number  otour  regular  forces — 
acting  on  the  principle  that  standing  armies  are 
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danserous  to  liberty,  and  are  the  most  fatal  scourge 
in  the  hands  of  an  usurper  or  a  despot.    On  this 
ground  I  have  been  always  opposed  to  them,  and 
ever  shall  be,  unless  an  extraordinary  emergency 
should  render  it  indispensable  to  resort  to  them. 
I  was  of  opinion  that,  even  on  an  emergency,  the 
militia  were,  in  the  first  instance,  to  l^  resorted 
to,  not  only  as  the  Constitutional,  but  as  the  most 
competent  and  safe  defence  that  we  could  pro 
vide.    I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  should  think 
them  not  competent,  as  we  have  always  heretofore 
found  them  to  be  so.    For  these  reasons,  amongst 
others,  I  was  opposed  to  an  increase  of  the  army. 
I  was  also  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  from  the 
documents  on  your  table,  from  which  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  Spain  had  any  serious  intention 
to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  or 
that  her  Government,  or  commanding  officers,  had 
authorized  any  in  the  territory  of  which  we  had 
taken  possession.    The  inconveniences,  with  re- 
gard 10  our  undefined  limits,  and  the  embarrass- 
ments attending  the  passage  of  our  commerce 
down  tlie  Mobile,  tosether  with  the  necessity  of 
having  those  other  difierences  existing  between 
us  and  Spain  amicably  adjusted,  induced  me  to 
TOte  for  the  principal  measure,  adopted  by  this 
House  with  closed  doors.    I  voted,  sir,  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  two  million  of  dollars,  to  authorize 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  with  Spain  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Floridas.    In  doing  so,  I  did  not  au- 
thorize the  Government  to  bribe  France  to  coerce 
Spain  into  this  measure,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
there  is  the  least  ground  for  any  such  allegation, 
with  regard  to  any  member  of  this  House.    No, 
sir,  our  object  was  to  obtain  a  fair  purchase  of  the 
Floridas.    We  believed  it  important  to  acquire 
them  ;  because  the  acquisition  would  connect  our 
disjointed  territory,  would  give  us  the  command 
of  an  extensive  seacoast,  including  the  outlets  of 
many  large  rivers  and  some  good  harbors,  and  free 
<us  from  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  were 
exposed  by  neighbors  who  were  likely  to  become 
more  and  more  troublesome.    In  the  vote  I  gave, 
I  contemplated  the  measure  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect only  in  a  just  and  legal  manner,  by  a  fair 
purchase.    I  know  no  other  way  in  which  a  terri- 
torv  can  be  acquired,  consistent  with  common 
rignt  and  principle.    It  was  intimated,  it  is  true, 
to  us,  that  it  would  be  easy  to  take  possession  of 
this  country  by  force,  and  that  it  would  be  always 
in  our  power  to  take  it  whenever  we  should  wish 
to  become  the  owners  of  it ;  but,  for  one,  I  disclaim 
all  disposition^o  wrest  tiiat  country  from  its  right- 
ful owner  without  anv  other  ground  of  claim  than 
superior  force.    So  far  as  the  country  is  ours  by 
purchase,  I  am  disposed  to  claim  and  nold  posses- 
sion of  it,  but  no  further. 

But  suppose,  sir,  we  take  possession  of  this  coun- 
try by  force;  we  should  not  thereby  acquire  a  just 
right  to  it.  Such  a  measure  would  not  be  con- 
sistent with,  or  authorized  by,  the  law  of  nations, 
and  could  vest  in  us  no  valid  title.  It  was  for 
these  reasons^  that  I  considered  the  only  effectual 
way  of  acquiring  a  just  title  to  this  country  was, 
by  entering  into  a  fair  and  honorable  compact 
for  it  with  its  rightful  owner.    The  measure  was 


agreed  to  by  a  large  majority,  made  by  two-thirds 
of  the  meinbers  of  this  House.  It  seemed  to  be 
agreed  by  all,  we  ought  to  acquire  this  country, 
and  the  principal  question  was,  how  shall  we  px 
it,  or,  what  shall  we  give  for  it  ?  I  was.  sir,  of 
opinion  that  it  would  bie  best  to  giv^e  money  for  ii  f 
that  we  should,  in  this  way,  get  it  cheaper  than 
by  resorting  to  any  other  means.  That  it  was 
much  cheaper  to  pay  for  it  with  money  than  with 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  I  considered  that  the 
land  would  r.epay,  and  more  than  repay  as  for  the 
purchase  money^  and  that  the  additional  revenue 
we  should  acquire,  would  give  us  a  still  farther 
compensation  for  our  trouble,  and  adrance  made 
in  acquiring  the  country. 

A  proposition  was  onfered  about  the  same  Hm^ 
to  exchange  territory  to  the  west  of  the  Mtsstssippi 
for  the  Floridas.  I  was  decidedly  opposed  to  that 
proposition.  I  protested  against  it  tneo,  and  shall 
ever  oppose  it. 

I  conceived  it  contrary  to  the  Constitutional 
right  of  the  people  at  larpe,  that  Congress  shooid 
assume  the  power  of  giving  away,  or  disposing  of 
a  single  acre  of  our  territory  to  a  foreign  nation. 
I  considered  that  the  territory  in  qaestion  was 
part  of  the  Union^  and  if  so,  that  we  might  as 
well  attempt  to  give  away  a  part  of  a  Sute.  I 
considered  this  as  establishing  a  principle  of  a 
most  dangerous  kind,  which  might,  in  time,  lead 
to  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union. 

If  you  can  dispose  of  this  territorr  to  a  foreign 
Power,  you  can  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  a  Suite. 
You  may  transfer,  at  one  time,  a  portion  of  coun- 
try to  the  east,  and  at  another,  a  portion  to  the 
south,  as  well  as  to  the  west ;  and  by  this  means^ 
a  designing  majority  would  be  enabled — if  appre- 
hensive of  rivaiship  in  power  or  influence,  from 
the  increasing  population  of  any  part  of  your 
country*— to  round  off  the  Union  at  pleasure,  so  as 
to  suit  their  own  particular  views.  I  did,  therefore, 
call  upon  this  House  to  guard  against  such  danger- 
ous consequences.  I  also  considered,  that  the 
country  in  question  would  be  settled  by  people  oC 
some  nation.  I  preferred  it  should  be  possessed 
by  those  of  the  United  States  and  their  posterity, 
forever — that  they  might  form  but  one  great  faoi- 
ily,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean — and 
I  did  not  wish,  on  the  contrary,  to  enable  the  sub- 
jects of  a  foreign  nation  to  increase  and  strengtbeD 
themselves  in  our  neighborhood,  who  might  at 
some  future  day,  not  very  distant,  become  oar 
rivals  and  our  enemies. 

It  was  observed  that  this  money  would  go  to 
France.    It  was  then  stated^  and  it  has  been  re- 

Eeated,  that  there  was  nothing  to  authorize  tbe 
elief  that  France  was  to  get  this  money  from 
us.  It  IS  true,  it  was  well  known,  if  we  believe 
the  public  prints,  that  France  had  got  money  from 
Spain ;  that  Spain,  previous  to  her  being  engsfed 
in  the  present  war  as  the  ally  of  France,  had  to 
purchase  her  neutrality  from  France  with  mooey, 
and  that  the  treasury  of  Spain  was,  in  a  gtfat  de- 
gree, the  treasury  of  France.  And  suppose  this 
to  be  the  case,  what  have  we  to  do  with  it  %  Is  it 
material  to  us  what  Spain  does  with  the  money 
after  she  gets  it  ?    And  if  Spain  consults  France, 
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who  is  her  ally,  with  rei<ard  to  the  sale,  has  she 
not  a  right  to  do  it  ?  Has  she  not  a  ri|;ht  to  be  as 
submissive  to  France  as  she  pleases?  Woald 
that  be  any  objection  to  our  acquiring  the  terri- 
tory from  Spam?  I  can  see  no  objection,  even 
should  we  believe  that  France  would  eventually 
get  the  money  we  pay  to  Spain,  to  our  making 
the  purchase'  in  question.  But  is  it  unusual  for 
two  nations,  in  close  alliance,  to  consult  each 
other  as  to  their  transactions  with  a  third  Power  1 
Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  constant  practice  to 
do  so  ?  The  alliance  may  be  such  that  Spain 
cannot  alter  her  territorial  situation  without  the 
consent  of  France.  And  is  this  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  make  a  fair  proposition  Co  Spain  to 
purchase  territory  which  she  has  and  we  want  1 
It  cannot  be ;  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  proper  here  to  state,  that 
there  was  no  part  of  my  conduct  such  as  to  au- 
thorize any  man  to  say  the  measure  1  voted  for 
was  calculated  to  bribe  any  nation.  This  was 
not  my  intention ;  it  was  not  the  intention  of  a 
majority  of  this  House ;  and  such  an  allegation 
cannot  be  believed  by  the  public  or  by  any  unpre- 
judiced or  candid  individual.  I  have  only  one 
other  remark  to  offer,  in  regard  to  an  observation 
made  by  the  same  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Ranoolph,)  that  the  ground  we  have  taken  is 
calculated  to  show  a  dastardly  spirit  towards  Spain 
or  France,  and  to  present  a  noatile  attitude  to- 
wards Britain.  I  do  not  consider  it  in  that  point 
of  view.  I  do  not  think  the  conduct  of  Spain  re- 
quires from  u^  the  manifestation  of  any  hostile 
intention.  That  Government  does  not  appear  to 
have  authorized,  and  her  public  officers  have  dis- 
avowed, the  aggressions  alluded  to.  It  is  well 
known,  however,  that  we  did  take  an  attitude  to- 
wards that  nation  calculated  to  show  a  determin- 
ation on  our  part  to  repel  aggressions.  Our  sol- 
diers were  ordered  to  patrol  the  country,  and  they 
did  soj  without  meeting  with  any  hostile  opposi- 
tion from  Spain.  There  is  no  ground,  then,  to 
believe  that  either  Spain  has  a  hostile  intention 
towards  this  country,  or  to  say  that  we  have  been 
disposed  to  shrink  from  taking  a  manly  position, 
or  that  we  have  manifested  a  dastardly  conduct 
towards  her.  With  regard  to  France,  I  will  only 
say  that  I  know  of  no  differences  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  that  nation.  And  so  far  as 
regards  Great  Britain,  it  is  fully  known  to  the 
puolic  what  her  conduct  was  towards  us,  and 
what  measures  we  have  adopted  in  this  House,  in 
regard  to  her,  on  which  I  have  already  delivered 
my  sentiments,  and  shall  not  here  again  repeat 
them. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  did  not  expect  to  offer  any  ar- 
guments either  in  favor  of,  or  in  opposition  to,  the 
decisions  lately  made,  from  which  there  has  been 
an  appeal ;  but,  as  that  appeal  has  been  made,  I 
rise,  not  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  any  wide 
argument,  or  of  accusing  any  set  of  men,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  myself  and  the  vote 
which  I  shall  now  give,  as  well  as  that  which  I 
have  given.  It  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  with 
open  doors,  that  the  reason  of  giving  money  was 


to  prevent  the  necessity  of  raising  a  standing 
army ;  and  that  it  was  better  to  strengthen  the  arm 
of  the  Executive  with  money  than  by  a  standing 
force.    From  this,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the 
reasoning,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  went  to 
raising  a  standing  army.    As  I  voted  with  the 
minority  on  this  occasion,  I  will  briefly  state  some 
of  the  reasons  which  influenced  my  vote.    It  is 
not  in  order  to  say  anything  relative  to  the  con- 
fidential message,  but  it  is  perfectly  in  order  to 
speak  of  the  message  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
the  session ;  and  I  believe  it  is  perfectly  fair  to 
say  that  there  was  no  occurrence  between  the 
third  day  of  December,  when  the  public  message 
was  delivered,  and  the  sixth,  when  the  confiden- 
tial message  was  received,  to  change  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  were  previously  placed.    I 
shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  publication  oi  this  mea- 
sage  as  being  the  ground-work  of  the  proceed^ 
ings  we  have  adopted  in  secret.    I  wish  it  pub- 
lished, that  the  public  may  judge  whether  those 
proceedings  were  consonant  to  this  message  or 
not.    I  should  wish  the  public  to  see  whether  the 
part  taken  by  the  minority,  or  the  measures  of 
the  majority,  are  the  most  consonant  with  it.   To 
enable  the  people  accurately  to  ^udge,  I  think  it 
essential  that  it  should  be  published,  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government  is  presumed  to 
be  the  best  acquainted  with  our  foreign  relations. 
The  Message  of  the  President,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  specially  mentioned  and  designated 
Spain.    It  intormed  us  that  "  Inroads  have  been 
<  recently  made  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and 
^  the  Mississippi ;  our  citizens  have  been  seized, 
^  and  their  property  plundered,  in  the  very  parts 
*  of  the  former  which  had  been  delivered  up  by 
^  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
'  diers  of  that  Government."    The  message  also 
advised  us  that  something  was  necessary  to  be 
done.    It  said  that  some  of  these  agflrressions 
might,  perhaps,  admit  of  a  peaceable  remedy,  but 
that  others  could  be  met  by  force  alone.    That 
message,  it  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  called 
loudly  for  efficient  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Gk)vernment;  for  taking  against  Spain,  if  not  a 
hostile,  at  least  a  defensive  posture ;  and  I  will 
undertake  to  say  that  nothing  which  has  occurred 
in  secret,  tended  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  a 
different  course;  nor  could  there  be  anything, 
for  the  one  message  so  quickly  followed  the  other, 
as  not  to  allow  time  for  any  intervening  circum- 
stances.   What  followed  ?    A  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, stating  the  aggressions  of  this  Power  to  be 
of  a  most  atrocious  nature ;  not  recommending  a 
war  to  check  the  rising  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  country,  but  recommending  that  a  certain 
number  of  troops  should  be  raised,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  repel  the 
insults  that  might  be  offered,  and  to  chastise  those 
who  offered  them.    This  measure  appeared  to  be 
proper  in  itself,  and  it  appeared  likewise  to  be  recom- 
mended by  the  tenor  of  the  message.  It  appeared  to 
be  the  more  necessary,  as  we  had  information  of 
the  collecting  of  a  considerable  force  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Spain,  and  at  Pensacola.    For  these  rea- 
sons, it  appeared  to  me  desirable  that  such  a  force 
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should  be  raised,  as  the  President  might  deem  ne- 
ceseary.  This  was  not  creatio^  a  standing  army. 
The  number  of  troops  to  be  raised  was  to  be  left 
entirely  to  his  discretion.  The  resolution  propos- 
ed is  as  follows : 

Eeaoived,  That  such  number  of  troops,  not  exceed- 
ing   ,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 

deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  southern  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  fix>m  Spanish  inroad  and  insult,  end  to 
cbastise  the  same,  be  immediately  raised. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  militia  would  have 
been  competent  t3  defend  the  frontier;  but  this 
could  not  prevail  on  me  to  abandon  the  measure, 
aa  I  could  not  think  it  proper  that  the  militia,  even 
if  competent)  should  be  forced  out  into  so  un- 
healthy a  service.  The  resolution  embraced  no 
•other  idea  but  that  the  standing  force  in  that  quar- 
ter should  be  strengthened.  I  considered  this  safe 
and  proper,  to  make  provision  for  cases  which 
might  arise.  I  could  not  believe  that  the  militia 
would  be  competent  to  defend  the  country.  They 
are  too  remotely  situated,  and  the  country  too 
sickly  ;  and  the  only  just  calculation  was,  that  they 
would  have  found  their  graves  there.  It  was  not 
contended  that  a  large  army  was  necessary,  but 
that  it  would  be  requisite,  m  case  the  Spanish 
troops  should  be  superior  to  ours,  to  raise  a  few 
recruits. 

These  are  the  reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote 
for  the  resolution.  I  had  others.  We  were  in- 
formed of  the  necessity  of  having  additional  land 
batteries,  of  putting  our  ])orts  and  narbors  in  a  state 
of  defence,  and  of  building  an  additional  number 
of  gunboats.  U  these  measures  were  carried  into 
effect,  I  thought,  as  fnilitia  would  not  be  compe- 
tent to  these  objects,  it  would  be  requisite  to  have 
an  addition  made  to  our  troops.  Under  all  these 
circumstances,  I  was  in  favor  of  empowering  the 
President  to  raise  a  small  number  of  troops.  But, 
while  I  was  in  favor  of  this  measure,  i  was  as 
strongly  opposed  as  any  man  on  this  floor  to  any- 
thing like  a  large  standing  army.  I  will  never 
consent  to  such  a  measure,  without  an  urgent  ne- 
cessity for  it. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  measure  adopted  by  the 
House  on  many  grounds.  It  appeared  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  there  was 
tiot  in  the  Treasury  more  than  a  surplus  million 
of  dollars.  I  considered  it  improper,  when  we 
were  threatened  from  every  quarter,  to  lay  a  magic 
hand  on  the  two  millions  appropriated — to  antici- 
iNite  the  receipts  of  revenue  by  a  million  of  dol- 
lars—^nd  thus  drain  the  Treasury,  when  money 
might  soon  be  wanted  for  the  most  urgent  pur- 
poses. 

I  was  opposed  to  it  on  another  ground — it  did 
not  appear  for  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  applied. 
It  is  true,  I  heard  one  gentleman  say,  it  was  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  secret  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but  I  could  pay  no  regard  to  that  declaration. 
We  had  before  u«  no  communication,  either  pub- 
lic or  private,  which  declared  that  it  was  either 
with  Spain  or  France  that  the  negotiation  was  to 
be  earned  on ;  nor  had  we  any  reason  for  enter- 
taining the  idea  that  the  two  millions,  whether 
they  are  gone  or  not,  would  make  one  mrthing's 


difference.  It  was  necessary  for  me,  voting  oa 
this  occasion,  to  see  the  uecessitr  and  propriety  of 
the  measure.  We  had  been  told,  io  the  Messa^ 
of  the  President,  that  the  negotiation  iritfa  Spain 
had  come  to  an  issue,  and  that  that  issue  was  not 
favorable;  but  we  had  received  no  infonaatloo 
that  Spain  was  disposed  to  adjust  her  diflbcoees 
with  us  respecting  boundaries.  We  bad.  oo  the 
contrary,  different  information.  Neither  ha^  we 
any  intimation  that  the  contemplated  aqeotiafkRi 
would  be  agreeable  to  Spain,  or  to  the  Presiieat 
of  the  Unitdl  States.  Was  it.  then,  proper  for  the 
House  or  myself  to  vote  for  apnropriating  t«o 
millions  of  collars — for  the  Lora  knows  what^ 
when  it  neither  appeared  from  any  commuoia- 
tion  from  the  President,  or  from  any  other  aScial 
source,  to  be  desirable?  If  we  had  had  soeli  ioft- 
mation  from  the  President,  what  security  was  there 
that  the  negotiation  would  have  been  made  1  And 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  I  should  have  ben 
opposed  to  its  having  been  entered  upon.  W)ux 
gave  rise  to  the  first  purchase?    The  right  of  de- 

fosit  stipulated  by  treaty  to  us  had  been  ttkscL 
t  is  well  known  that  a  considerable  number  of 
vessels  came  down  the  Mississippi,  which,  froa 
their  peculiar  construction,  could  not  reach  the 
ocean ;  and  thence  resulted  the  necessity  of  a  place 
of  deposit.  The  refusal  of  that  righ  t  first  gave  rise 
to  the  idea  of  a  purchase.  We  got  pc»ssesstoB  of 
New  Orleans,  and  of  the  river,  and  found  ouisdres 
also  possessed  of  a  strip  of  land  on  the  other  side 
of  it,  after  having  thought  we  had  purchased  West 
Florida.  And  when  1  find,  instead  of  this,  we 
have  been  swindled  out  oi  our  money,  1  am  ua- 
willing  to  negotiate  asain,  and  give  away  the  pab- 
iic  treasure.  Even  after  this  shall  have  been  (tee. 
it  will  be  extremely  easy  for  Fiance  or  aome  other 
Qovernment  to  raiee  a  difficulty,  and  claim  aa 
additional  sum  for  its  adjustment.  Was  it  net 
believed,  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  that  we 
had  made  a  fair  purchase,  not  only  to  the  Rh 
Bravo  in  one  direction,  but  to  the  Perdido  in  the 
other? 

I  had  another  reason  against  this  measure.  I 
thoup^ht  this  an  improper  time  to  accomplish  it 
Having  already  got  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  island  of  New  Orleaaa,  I  thooght  it 
most  advisable  to  delay  the  negotiation  till  a  gea- 
eral  peace^  when  we  might  make  an  engagemeat 
with  Spam  as  an  independent  nation,  and  have 
some  assurance  that  the  nation  which  aold  would 
be  able  to  guarantee  the  countr  jr.  On  these  grouads 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
select  committee,  and  against  the  measure  adopted 
by  the  House. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  assign  these  reasons, 
that  all  may  understand  the  grounds  on  which  1 
voted.  And  this  consideration  will  justify  ne  ia 
voting  to  give  publicity  to  the  Message^  that  the 
public  may  see  what  is  the  ground*work  of  the 
measures  we  have  taken.  I  wi«h  the  natioa  to  see 
whether  that  Message  recommended  ti^ag  the 
ground  which  we  have  assumed,  or  that  which  we 
refused  to  take. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — I  must  say  that  the  ofaservatioas 
which  have  fallen  from  my  eoUeagne,  and  other 
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gentlemen  who  have  taken  a  part  in  the  debate^ 
have  strongljr  irapresseH  rae  with  the  propriety  of 
the  motion  under  consideration.  There  appears 
to  be  a  material  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  Message  and  the  docaments 
communicated  by  th«  President.  It  is  apparent 
that  I  understand  those  communications  in  one 
way,  and  my  colleague  in  another.  We  have  been 
tola  that  one  nation  (France^  has  been  improp- 
erly dragged  into  this  discussion.  The  Message 
of  the  President  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  puo- 
(ished,  to  show  that  this  is  not  so.  There  are  other 
sources  of  differences  of  opinion  which  can  only 
be  understood  by  giving  publicity  to  the  Message. 
Grentleman  have  gone  into  a  long  detail  of  the  mo- 
tives which  governed  them  in  the  votes  which 
they  have  given.  It  is  not  necessary  lor  me  to  imi- 
tate the  example  they  have  set.  I  nope,  when  my 
motives  are  called  in  question,  it  will  foe  before  the 
public,  and  not  here.  I  shall  be  ready  to  defend 
them  by  all  the  means  I  possess,  the  vote  of  this 
House  notwithstanding.  I  believed,  when  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  was  removed,  it  was  removed 
from  our  proceedings ;  and  I  considered  all  that 
was  laid  beiore  this  House  as  so  far  my  property 
that  I  had  a  right  to  use  it  in  my  defence.  We 
^ave  been  told  there  is  one  for  voting  against  the 
resolution — 'that  a  standing  army  was  proposed  to 
}e  raised  by  it,  while  the  militia  would  have  an- 
swered every  useful  purpose.  This  may  be  a  very 
rood  and  popular  argument,  but  we  have  been 
p^itbin  a  few  days  told,  from  the  same  quarter,  that 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  Brigadier  General  in  the 
Armies  of  the  United  Skates,  to  defend  one  of  these 
rery  Provinces  attacked  by  Spain.  Some  allu- 
sion has  been  made  to  a  conversation  held  out  of 
loors,  and  my  colleague  has  shown  some  squeam- 
ishness  to  act  on  such  authority.  But  I  will  ask 
lim,  if  he  invariably  makes  up  his  votes  from  offi- 
cial documents  laid  on  this  table,  and  whether  he 
loes  not  sometimes  travel  out  of  the  record?  When 
I  gentleman 'tells  you  such  and  such  a  thing,  in 
pvhich  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  implicated,  ought 
le  to  be  considered  as  out  of  order?  Was  it  not 
lis  duty  to  give  that  information  to  the  House? 
;  will  say,  if  I  had  been  acquainted  with  these 
hin^,  my  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  appro- 
)riation  of  two  millions  would  have  been  much 
ncreased.  Permit  me  here  to  observe,  that  when 
I  gentleman  intimated  that  the  money  was  already 
rone  out  of  the  country,  no  man  in  his  senses  eould 
lave  dreamt  that  it  was  intended  to  assert  that  it 
)vas  sent  out  in  so  many  actual  Spanish  milled 
loUars. 

Does  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  he 
nforms  us  there  are  so  many  dollars  in  the  Treas- 
iry,  mean  to  say  there  are  so  many  round  silver 
loliars  there?  No ;  he  only  means  to  say  we  have 
i  credit  to  such  an  amount.  So,  with  regard  to 
)ur  transactions  with  Spain;  I  understand  that 
)ur  credit  is  in  Holland,  and  that  the  fund  is  ere* 
ited  there  from  which  we  are  to  draw.  Is  not 
;his,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  tmns- 
nitting  the  money  to  Holland  ?  When  a  man 
)ays  a  debt,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  carries 
he  actual  dollars  with  him?    To  say  the  least  of 


such  an  objection, it  is  a  mere  quibble.  As  there 
is  a  material  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  documents  and  the  Message  of  the 
President,  it '  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
to  lay  before  the  people  all  the  information  on 
whicn  we  acted,  that  we  may  stand  justified  or 
condemned  by  it  before  them. 

Mr.  Epp£8. — I  rejoice  that  the  period  has  at 
length  arrived,  when  our  puMic  conduct  is  to  be 
submitted  to  tne  people — when,  what  has  been 
done  in  our  Representative  capacity  is  to  be  col- 
lected, not  from  eloquent  representations  on  this 
floor  of  what  other  gentlemen  would  not  do,  but 
from  the  record  of  our  proceedings.  The  secret 
is  out — ^the  bubble  has  burst — and  gentlemen  find 
themselves  and  the  public  disappointed.  I  con- 
sider the  publication  of  the  Secret  Journal  as  an 
appeal  to  tne  people.  I  am  willing  to  indulge  gen- 
tlemen in  making  it  as  perfect  as  they  can.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  or  for  any  other  calculated  to  bring  this 
subject  fairly  before  those  to  whom  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  our  conduct.  The  Journal  is  the  best 
answer  to  their  speeches.  Amend  it  as  they  will, 
they  cannot  realize  the  public  expectations.  Its 
publication,  I  firmly  believe,  will  excite  no  senti- 
ment but  surprise.  On  the  day  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  taken  off*,  your  doors  were  crowded 
with  persons  anxious  to  hear  this  tremendous  secret. 
I  witnessed  nothing  but  disappointment.  Congress 
has  appropriated  two  millions  of  dollars  to  buy 
Floriaa !  Is  this  all?  Have  you  not  confiscated 
the  public  debt,  or,  at  any  event,  the  Louisiana 
stock?  Most  certainly  you  have  voted  money  to 
bribe  Talleyrand.  No,  I  assure  you  we  have  aone 
nothing  more  than  appropriate  two  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  in  a  law  tanr 
taining  precisely  the  same  words  with  the  one 
passed  for  that  purpose  in  the  year  1603,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  very  persons  who  have  denounced 
this  measure.  Qentiemen  have  attempted  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  the  situation  ot  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1803  and  in  the  year  1806.  I 
am  not  so  uncandid  as  to  say  that  the  present  dif- 
ferences with  Spain  are  precisely  such  as  we  had 
in  the  year  1803.  This,  however.  I  will  say,  that 
every  objection  urged  against  the  present  appro- 
priation applies  with  equal  force  to  the  measure  of 
1803.  Let  us  examine  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  United  States  with  Spain  at  these  two  periods. 

In  the  year  1803,  Spain  had  committed  spolia- 
tions on  our  commerce  to  a  considerable  amount, 
the  payment  of  which  had  been  either  wholly  or 
in  part  refused.  She  had  cut  off"  the  whole  West- 
ern country,  from  an  outlet  to  the  ocean,  by  pro- 
hibiting a  deposit  at  Orleans,  and  refusing  to  assign 
an  equivalent  one  elsewhere,  as  stipulated  by  treaty. 
The  remedy  adopted  by  the  collected  wisdom  of 
the  nation,  was,  holding  in  readiness  a  detachment 
of  militia,  and  making  a  secret  appropriation  to 
buy  Florida. 

In  the  year  1806.  Spain  had  refused  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  limits — had  refused  to  pay  spo- 
liations on  our  commerce — ^had  in  one  instance 
violated  our  territory.  The  remedy  resorted  to, 
has  been  to  hold  in  readiness  a  detachment  of 
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militia,  aod  to  appropriate  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Florida. 

This  was  the  situation  of  the  nation  at  these 
two  periods.  Whether  at  either  period,  the  wisest 
course  has  been  pursued,  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
prove.  In  both  cases  the  nation  adopted  the  same 
principle.  To  avoid  war  if  possible,  and  to  pur- 
chase territory,  rather  than  to  fight  for  it.  All 
the  strong  objections  urged  against  the  measure 
at  present  adopted,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803.  The  two  laws  contain 
precisely  the  same  words,  and  neither  specify  the 
object  of  appropriation.  The  law  of  1803  was  pass- 
ed in  secret,  with  closed  doors.  The  law  of  1806 
was  passed  in  the  same  manner.  The  appropria- 
tion in  1803.  was  not  recommended  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, but  founded  on  a  resolution  submitte^l  by 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
appropriation  in  1806,  was  not  recommended  by 
the  Executive,  but  founded  on  a  resolution  submit- 
ted by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
also.  The  object  of  the  appropriation  in  the  year 
1803.  concealed  from  the  people  twelve  months;  in 
the  year  1806,  made  public  in  a  few  weeks !  Gen- 
tlemen may  draw  nice  distinctions,  but  they  will 
find  it  difficult  to  make  the  people  believe,  that  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803,  was  wise  and  virtuous, 
and  the  same  measure  in  1806,  infamous.  I  ap- 
peal with  confidence  to  the  people :  they  will  and 
must  see,  that  this  is  the  very  same  measure 
adopted  three  years  ago,  without  noise,  in  a  law 
containing  the  same  words,  passed  in  secret  in 
the  same  manner,  and  supported  by  the  very  per- 
sons who  have  denounced  this  measure. 

When,  however,  this  measure  shall  be  fairly 
brought  before  the  public,  it  will  be  found,  that 
notwithstanding  the  noise  and  clamor  which 
has  been  made,  the  difference  between  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority  on  this  question  is  not 
yery  considerable.  Every  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  admitted  the  necessity  of  do- 
ing something.  What  were  the  remedies  within 
our  reach  1  1st.  To  declare  war.  2d.  Either  to 
increase  our  standing  army  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  our  posts,  or  holding  in  readiness  a 
detachment  of  militia.  3d.  To  exchange  territo- 
ry, or  to  purchase. 

As  to  the  first  of  these,  declaring  war,  no  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  wished  to  pursue 
that  course.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  cer- 
tainly did  not.  His  report  speaks  only  the  lan- 
guage of  peace ;  all  the  evils  of  war  to  this  coun- 
try, are  dwelt  on  in  that  report  with  care  and 
labor.  If,  however,  we  had  not  this  proof,  that  he 
did  not  wish  for  war  with  Spain,  he  has  given 
unequivocal  proofs  of  it  in  his  arguments  on  ano- 
ther question.  A  war  with  Spain,  we  know,  must 
be  a  war  with  Spain  and  France  combined. 
They  are  joined  by  alliance  offensive  and  defen- 
sive. To  a  war  against  France  and  Spain  com- 
bined, all  the  objections  urged  against  war  with 
England,  would  apply  with  full  force.  If  war 
with  England  would  have  increased  Executive 
patronage,  and  endangered  the  Constitution  and 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  so  also  would  war  with 
France  and  Spain  combined — we  put  war  aside, 


therefore,  as  a  course  which  no  man  wished  to 
pursue.  The  next  course  was  either  to  increise 
our  standing  troops,  or  to  hold  io  readiness  i  de- 
tachment of  militia.  Here  was  room  for  an  boa- 
est  diversity  of  opioion.  A  majority  of  the  House 
preferred  depending  on  a  militia.  I  wasoftiiat 
number.  I  thought  the  standing  troops  io  that 
country  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  it.anles8 
Spain  determined  to  force  a  war.  Sob«qoent 
events  have  shown  the  correctness  of  that  opin- 
ion. No  violation  of  territory  has  taken  piaoe 
since  the  case  of  the  Kemplers,  except  by  twenty 
Spaniards,  who  crossed  the  Sabine,  aod  were 
driven  off  by  the  American  troops.  The  next 
course  was  either  to  exchange  territory,  or  t» 
purchase.  A  majority  of  the  House  ^v^ere  in  fkra 
of  both.  I  was  of  that  number.  On  the  east  side 
of  the  Mississippi  there  was  territory  to  wbich 
Spain  had  an  undoubted  right ;  there  was  terri- 
tory to  which  the  United  States  had  an  undoabted 
right;  and  there  was  territory  which  Spain  and 
the  United  States  both  claimed.  On  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  the  situation  was  the  same. 
Each  nation  had  an  undoubted  right  to  territory, 
and  there  was  territory  claimed  by  both.  It  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  Spain,  while  she  held  the 
territory  to  the  east  of  the  Perdtdo,  would  be 
disposed  to  relinquish  the  claim  which  she  sets 
up  to  the  country  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi. It  was  necessary  to  purchase  the  rer  - 
ritory  to  the  east  of  the  Perdido,  to  which  Spain 
has  an  undoubted  ri^ht,  and  after  disposii^  of 
which,  it  would  certainly  be  her  interest  to  re- 
linquish her  claim  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi, on  obtaining  an  equivalent  sorrender  oe 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  claims  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  I  see  nothing  d ishonorable  in  this 
transaction,  and  really  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
difference  between  the  majority  and  minority  ts 
narrowed  down  to  this:  The  majority  were  in 
favor  of  militia.  The  minority  of  standing  troops. 
The  majority  were  in  favor  of  exchange  and  of 
purchase.  The  minority  in  favor  of  exchange 
only. 

On  the  importance  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  I  shall  not  say  anything.  The  foes  to  this 
measure  have  admitted  its  importance  in  the  full- 
est extent,  and  their  willingness  to  acquire  it  oa 
fair  aod  nonorable  terms.  All  their  objectioos 
have  been  made  not  to  the  purchase  bat  to  tke 
mode.  It  is  said  we  have  appropriated  mooef 
not  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  but  to  indace 
France  to  bully  Spain  out  of  her  right. 

On  this  subject,  i  have  never  had  but  one  opia- 
ion.  I  have  always  believed,  and  I  still  beliere. 
that  the  money  will  be  (airly  employed  in  par- 
chasing  Florida  of  the  riffhful  owner.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virffinia  wul  do  me  the  justice  to 
recollect,  that  I  lield  this  language  with  closed 
doors.  I  hold  it  now  in  the  presence  of  the  peo- 
ple. That  France  may  ultimately  get  the  money 
IS  highly  probable^  and  why  ?  Has  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  told  us  the  sovereignty  of 
Spain  is  annihilated,  that  the  powers  of  her  Min- 
ister are  signed  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand? 
But  of  what  importance  is  it  to  us  what  becomes 
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of  the  money  we  jpay  Spain  ?  Are  we  to  become 
the  guardians  of  Spain  1  Shall  we  not  purchase 
dL  territory  important  to  the  United  States^  because 
Spain  may  be  bullied  or  cheated  out  of  the  mo- 
ney she  receives  from  us  1  If  Spain  is  really  in 
;uch  a  degraded  state  that  she  has  no  will  of  her 
}wn,  has  her  conduct  towards  the  United  States 
)eeD  such,  as  to  induce  us  not  to  avail  ourselves 
)f  the  situation  in  which  we  find  her  ?  For  my 
>wn  part,  I  cifte  not  what  use  Spain  makes  of  the 
noney  paid  to  her  for  Florida.  It  is  of  no  impor- 
a  nee  to  me  as  a  Representative,  nor  to  the  peo- 
)le.  That  the  purchase  will  be  fairly  made  of 
Spain,  I  have  no  doubt.  The  Government  dare 
lot  employ  it  in  any  other  way. 

I  shall  vote  for  amending  the  Journal,  by 
nsertioff  the  Message.  I  know,  however,  that 
his  will  mt  satisfy  the  gentlemen.  They  will 
lezt  want  the  correspondence  of  our  foreign  Min- 
sters, and  this  they  know  cannot  be  printed.  I 
im  willing,  with  these  observations,  to  trust  my 
conduct  with  those  by  whom  I  am  elected.  A 
Representative  is  not  responsible  for  the  wisdom 
»f  measures.  All  he  is  answerable  for,  is  an  honest 
exercise  of  his  judgment  On  the  present,  as  on 
•very  other  occasion,  I  am  certain.  I  have  hon- 
tstly  exercised  for  the  public  gooa,  that  under- 
tandiog  which  Qod  and  nature  bestowed  on  me. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb. — It  is  not  my  wish,  Mr.  Speak- 
r,  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  But  I 
hink  it  necessary  to  explain  what  I  am  sure  the 
louse  have  not  well  understood ;  for  my  positions 
lave  been  grossly  perverted,  whether  intentionally 
>r  not  I  will  not  undertake  to  say.  Qentlemen 
apposed  to  us  act  a  very  strange  and  inconsistent 
»rt.  They  will  not  give  credit  to  a  private  in- 
lividual  as  |o  a  conversation  had  with  a  bead  of 
lepartment.  I  do  not  wish  them.  I  only  stated 
hat  conversation  as  a  reason  for  saying  that  I  had 
rithdrawn  my  confidence.  And  will  gentlemen 
ay  I  am  bound,  when  evidence  has  come  to  my 
private  knowledge,  which  is  sufficient  to  damn 
oy  man,  to  legiblate  on  a  principle  of  confidence  1 
Vhen  I  find  misrepresentations  made  to  the  pub- 
ic and  insinuations  of  the  most  despicable  kind  on 
his  floor.  I  come  out,  and  call  on  any  man  to  deny 
rhat  I  nave  stated.  They  cannot — they  dare 
lot — for  I  take  it  for  ^[ranted  no  man  will  declare 
n  the  face  of  the  nation  a  wilful  falsehood.  But 
vhile  eentlemen  will  not  give  credit  to  what  has 
BtUen  from  one  iodividualj  they  have  no  hesita- 
ton  in  giving  credit  to  an  individual  member  for 
be  whole  course  of  the  Qovernment.  M  y  opinion 
s,  that  the  Government  knowing  the  caveat  enter- 
ed by  Spain,  and  that  Laussat  was  not  authorized 
o  receive  the  country  from  Spain,  which  they 
laim,  and  that  France  refused  to  deliver  it  by 
aetes  and  boundaries — I  say,  my  opinion  is  that 
be  claim  of  Spain  to  the  country  between  the 
dississippi  and  the  Perdido  is  a  good  claim ;  and 

adduce  this  as  one  instance  of  misconduct  on 
he  part  of  the  Government.  But  this  is  only  an 
(pinion  of  my  own.  The  Government,  on  the 
ontrary,  lay  claim  to  the  cuuntry,  and  press  their 
;laim  abroad.  When  the  Executive  say  we  have 
L  right  to  the  country,  the  question  is,  whether, 


when  they  have  taken  that  ground,  you  will  give 
them  money  to  buy  the  country,  or  in  other  words, 
to  buy  peace  ?  I  say  no.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Government  had  shown  the  validity  of  the  claim 
of  Spain,  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  hesitiiced  to 
give  the  money.  ^  I  do  not  absolutely  say  that  I 
should.  While  gentlemen  say  the  opinion  of  an 
individual  is  not  to  be  relied  on,  they  justify  the 
Government  by  that  opinion,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Gk)vernment  tell  yon  their  opinion  is  directly 
opposite.  If  the  Gk>vernment  had  acted  on  those 
principles,  the  case  would  be  directly  the  reverse 
of  what  it  is.  But  they  decided  that  the  country 
did  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  they  are  bound 
to  act  on  this  principle,  or  magnanimously  aban- 
don it.  I  hope,  therefore,  hereafter,  that  gentlemen 
will  justify  tne  Government  in  its  foreign  relations 
on  the  principles  avowed  by  it,  and  not  on  princi- 
ciples  of  a  hostile  nature. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that 
Ihe  Message  should  be  published,  from  a  material 
fact  which  took  place  in  this  House.  A  member 
in  his  place  told  you  that  the  course  recommended 
by  a  particular  individual  was  consonant  with  the 
secret  wishes  of  the  Executive.  I  did  then  repre- 
hend that  lanj^uage,  as  the  most  unconstitutional 
and  reprehensible  ever  uttered  on  this  floor.  I  did 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  possess- 
ed as  free  a  constitution  as  the  British  people,  and 
I  had  hoped  more  free;  and  I  knew  that  sucbi  lan- 
guage had  in  the  British  Parliament  been  consid- 
ered as  reprehensible,  and  had  brought  forward' a 
vote  of  indignation  in  that  body.  I  allude  to  the 
case  where  the  King's  name  was  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  throwing  out  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill.  I  then 
reprobated  this  back-stairs'  influence,  this  double 
dealing,  the  sending  one  Message  for  the  journals 
and  newspapers,  and  another  in  whispers  to  this 
House.  I  snail  always  reprobate  such  language, 
and  consider  it  unworthy  of  any  man  holding  a 
seat  in  this  House.  I  had  always  before  flattered 
myself  that  it  would  be  a  thousand  years  hence 
before  our  institutions  would  have  given  birth  to 
these  Charles  Jenkinsons  in  politics.  I  did  not  ex- 
pect them  at  this  time  of  day,  and  I  now  declare  it 
important,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  Message  should 
be  published,  that  the  public  may  be  enabled  to 
compare  the  official,  with  the  inofficial  Message 
which  decided  the  vote. 

There  is  another  reason  for  its  publication.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said  there  is  no 
mention  of  France  on  the  journals ;  and  that  we 
have, no  cause  of  complaint  against  France.  I 
wish  the  publication  of  the  Message  to  prove  what 
causes  of  com  plaint  we  have  against  France.  Let 
men  of  sense  take  a  view  of  all  the  papjers,  and  I 
am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  It  is  said  France 
has  done  us  no  i  nj  ury — that  the  bubble  is  burst.  We 
are  told  that  this  is  a  plain  answer  to  all  the  speech- 
es made  on  this  floor.  Permit  me  to  say,  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Eppes)  has  given  a  plain  answer  to 
all  the  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor — it  was  im- 
possible to  have  given  a  plainer  answer  to  them. 
He  says  I  will  vote  with  you,  but  I  will  make  a 
speech  against  vou.  Permit  me  to  say,  this  is  the 
first  time  I  would  not  rather  have  had  his  vote  than 


988 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


m 


H.  OF  R. 


Spanish  Affairs, 


April,  1606. 


his  speech.  After  this  speech  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  issue  of  the  question.  I  will  go  fur- 
ther— ^after  the  adjournment  on  Saturday  there 
could  be  no  doubt.  Saturday,  it  seems,  is  an  un- 
fortunate day,  on  which  no  expedition  is  to  be 
undertaken,  no  forlorn  hope  oonducted. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said  that  we  pursued 
precisely  the  same  course  in  1803  as  in  1806,  an4 
tor  obtaining  the  same  object.  He  says  the  same 
course  is  now  pur&ued — and  yet  he  says  he  will 
not  undertake  to  say  the  cases  are  not  dissimilar. 
Put  this  and  that  together,  and  what  do  you  mdce 
of  it?  The  cases  are  decidedly  dissimilar.  In 
1803  there  was  no  existing  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  American  and  French  Governments 
with  regard  to  our  differences  with  Spain.  Those 
differences  had  started  up  like  a  mushroom  in  the 
night.  We  made  /in  appropriation  to  purchase 
the  Floridas — to  buy  them — from  whom  ?  from 
their  rightful  owner.  The  circumstances  would 
have  been  similar,  if  the  United  States  had^iven 
money  to  France  to  compel  Spain  to  form  a  trea- 
ty with  us,  then  the  national  honor  would  have 
received  a  deadly  wound.  But  there  was  nothing 
of  this  sort  in  the  formation  of  the  treaty  then 
made.  Spain,  under  the  operation  of  causes,  in 
which  we  had  no  agency,  transferred  Louisiana 
to  France,  and  France  transferred  it  to  us.  But 
this  is  not  now  the  case.  We  are  told  that  Spain 
is  no  loDger  an  independent  Power,  but  is  under 
the  control  of  France.  What  follows?  That 
France  is  the  affgressor  on  us,  which  proves  every 
thinff  I  have  aUeged* 

There  is  another  thing  to  be  observed.  The 
public  have  been  given  to  understand  that  two  mil- 
lions have  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Floridas.  This  is  not  so — the  appropriation 
is  only  towards  doing  somethin^r ;  but  what  that 
is,  is  not  defined  bf  law.  Now  if,  in  1803,  we  ap- 
propriated two  millions  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas,  and  did  not  ^ et  them,  what  security  is 
there  now  that  by  makmg  an  appropriation  in  the 
same  language  we  shall  obtain  tnem  1  Although 
the  persons  making  the  appropriation  are  not  the 
same  identical  beings,  those  applying  the  sum  ap- 
propriated are.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  shall  get 
the  Floridas.  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  hope 
I  shall  be — for  after  having  descended  to  prosti- 
tute the  national  character,  let  us  at  least  receive 
the  wages  of  iniquity. 

But  gentlemen  inquire,  will  you  become  the 

guardians  of  Spain?  This  is  a  mistake  which 
as  run  through  every  attempt  at  argument  J  have 
heard.  We  never  professed  to  be  the  guardians 
of  Spain.  We  professed  to  be  the  guardians  of 
our  own  honor.  We  care  not  for  France  tramp- 
ling on  Spain.  Let  her  pick  her  pockets  for  what 
we  care ;  but  if  we  instigate  her  to  it,  it  is  no  long- 
er a  mere  question  between  France  and  Spain, 
but  a  question  in  which  our  own  honor  is  engaged, 
which  is  at  once  mortgaged  and  gone. 

Until  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  got  up,  I 
confess  that,  what  with  my  exhausted  state,  the 
badness  of  the  air,  and  the  tenuity  of  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen — so  excessively  light  that  they 
at  once  vanished  in  thin  air, — that  I  had  not  a 


word  to  say ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in- 
tended to  reply  to  anything  offered  by  the  gtsdf 
man  behind  me.  If  t  am  to  fall,  let  me  fall  is  tk 
face  of  day,  and  not  be  betrayed  by  a  kiss— laeH 
no  profane  allusion.  I  shall  do  my  duty  as m  i<n- 
est  man.  I  came  here  prepared  to  co-opence  with 
the  Government  in  all  its  measaies.  1  toki  tirem 
so.  But  I  soon  found  there  was  no  dniee  left, 
and  that  to  co-operate  in  them  would  betftiestrojr 
thenational  c  haracter.  I  found  I  irilgfat  c(ho^te, 
or  be  an  honest  man — ^I  have  therefore  oppMi^ 
and  will  oppose  them.  Is  there  ao  booesi  Bum 
disposed  to  be  the  ^o-between,  and  to  carry  doi& 
secret  messages  to  this  House  i  No— it  is  beaK 
men  of  character  cannot  be  found  to  do  this  bos- 
ness,  that  affents  must  be  got  to  carry  tbiop  m 
effect  which  men  of  uncompromitted  ehneter 
will  not  soil  their  fingers  or  suUy  their  dimmers 
with. 

One  word  on  the  subject  of  voting  on  inobral 
notice,  on  the  representations  of  indiTidoak  is 
the  place  of  communications  officially  mdnd 
from  the  officers  of  the  Executive  depijrtaeat.  I 
have  always  considered  the  Executive  iotliiteovB* 
try  as  standing  in  the  same  relatioa  to  tke  t«i 
Houses,  that  the  minister  or  admiobtratorborelD 
the  legislature  under  governments  similar  to  on 
own.  I  have  always  considered  that  the  respos- 
sibility  for  public  measures  rested  more  partkth 
larly  on  them.  For  those  measures  they  tffu- 
swerable  to  the  people— and  to  me  it  has  beras 
subject  of  peculiar  recret  (I  do  not  speak  of  ^« 

feneral  character  of  the  Constitutioo)  that  ibef 
ave  not  a  seat  on  this  floor.  For  wfaiteTer  ffliy 
be  supposed  to  be  my  feelings  as  to  the  membin 
of  the  Administration,  I  am  ashamed  when  I  set 
their  fame  and  eharaoters  eoiamitted.to  saeb  hao^ 
as  we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  witnessinf.  u 
their  measures  are  snsceplible  of  justifieadoo,  I 
should  like  to  have  a  justification  at  their  o«i 
hands,  instead  of  hearing  Yaxoo  men  defcaii  tii^* 
Much  less  did  1  expect^  on  such  an  oeesstoQ.to 
hear  a  Yazoo  man  assigning  his  motives  for  a 
vote  on  a  totally  different  subject  and  this  a 
iustification  of  a  man  with  whom  beiscoooecM 
by  ties  of  eoneanguinity.  This  reminds  me  of  w 
intention  imputed  to  me  to  bring  forward  as  is- 
peachment  against  a  great  officer  of  State.  TU. 
however,  is  so  far  from  betng*the  trath,  thatltp' 
peal  to  those  who  heard  me,  whether  I  dtdflotfl^ 
clare  that  I  washed  my  hands  of  impeachmea^ 
that  I  was  done  with  them.  No— I  will  oeitii^ 
directly,  nor  indirectly,  have  anything  to  do  vitii 
them.  But  I  will,  in  all  questions  that  shall  cooe 
before  this  House,  discuss  the  public  characters'"^ 
conduct  of  any  public  agents,  from  a  secreury^ 
a  constable;  and  I  will  continue  to  do  it  uduI^ 
shall  beadmiued  by  theConstitution,  that  the M 
can  do  no  wrongs  I  say  I  wish  the  heads  0"^ 
partments  had  seats  on  this  floor.  Were  i^»"^ 
case,  to  one  of  them  I  would  immediately  ^ 
pound  this  question :  Did  you,  or  did  yoQ  ^^~  ^} 
your  capacity  of  a  public  funettonary,  ^^'^J^JJ 
my  capacity  of  a  public  functionary,  that  Firt«<* 
would  not  suffer  Spain  to  settle  her  difft^f^o^ 
with  us;  that  she  wanted  money,  that  we mo<^ 
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give  her  money)  or  take  a  Spanish  or  French  wiCr  ? 
And  did  not  I  answer,  that  I  was  neither  for  a 
vrar  with  Spain  or  France,  but  in  favor  of  de- 
fending ray  country?  I  would  put  that  question 
to  him.  I  would  put  this  question  to  another  head 
}f  department:  Was  or  was  not  an  application 
nade  to  you  for  money  to  be  conveyed  to  Europe 
0  carry  on  any  species  of  diplomatic  ne^tiation 
here  ?  I  would  listen  to  bis  answer,  and  if  be  put 
lis  band  on  bis  heart,  and  like  a  man  of  honor 
aid  no,  I  would  believe  him,  though  it  would  re- 
quire a  great  stretch  of  credulity.  I  would  call 
Qto  my  aid  faith,  not  reason,  and  believe  where  I 
ras  not  convinced.  I  would  then  turn  to  the  First 
ila^istrate  of  the  nation,  and  say,  did  you  not  buy 
Louisiana  of  France  ?  Has  France  acted  in  tbat 
transaction  in  a  bona  fide  manner?  Has  she  de- 
ivered  into  your  possession  the  country  you  be- 
ieved  you  had  boup^ht  from  ber  ?  Has  she  not 
quivocated,  prevaricated,  and  played  ofif  Spain 
igainst  you,  with  the  view  of  extorting  money? 
will  answer  for  the  reply.  There  cannot  be  tne 
mallest  doubt  about  it.  I  will  put  the  whole  busi- 
less  on  this  issue.  All  the  dimculty  has  arisen 
rem  that  quarter. 

Yes,  the  bubble  bas  burst !  It  is  immaterial  to 
is  whether  you  publish  the  President's  Message 
r  not.  But  it  is  material  to  others  that  you 
hould ;  and,  let  me  add,  the  public  will  not  rest 
fttisfied  with  the  conduct  of  those,  who  profess  to 
rish  it  published,  while  they  vote  against  the  pub- 
ication.  The  public  will  not  confine  in  such  pro- 
essions.  Gentlemen  may  show  their  bunch  of 
ods,  may  treat  them  as  children  and  offer  them  su- 
;ar  plums;  but  all  will  not  avail  them,  so  long 
s  they  refuse  to  call  for  the  despatches  of  our  Min- 
sters, and  other  documents,  which,  if  published, 
rould  fix  a  stain  upon  some  men  in  the  Govern- 
Qent  and  high  in  office,  which  all  the  waters  in 
he  ocean  would  not  wash  out.  Gentlemen  may 
alk  of  our  changing,  and  chopping  about,  and  all 
hat.  What  is  the  fact  ?  We  are  what  we  pro- 
ess  to  be — not  courtiers,  but  repuUicansp  acting 
n  the  broad  principles  we  bave  heretofore  pro- 
essed-^ap plying  the  same  scale  with  which  we 
leasured  Jonn  Adams  to  the  Administration.  Do 
entlemen  flinch  from  this,  and  pretend  to  be  re- 
•ublicans?  They  cannot  be  republicans,  unless 
bey  agree  that  it  sball  be  measured  to  tnem,  as 
tiey  measured  to  ethers.  But  we  are,  perhaps,  to 
e  told  that  we  bave  all  become  federalists — or 
bat  the  federalists  have  become  good  republicans. 
I'bis,  however,  is  a  charge,  which,  I  am  convinced, 
he  federalists  will  notl)e  more  anxious  to  repel, 
han  we  to  be  exonerated  from.  No,  tbey  will 
lever  become  good  republicans.  They  never  did, 
hey  never  wilFact  with  us.  What  bas  happened  ? 
They  are  in  opposition  from  system,  and  we,  quo 
\d  hoc,  as  to  tnis  particular  measure.  Like  men, 
vho  have  ruffed  it  together,  there  is  a  kind  of  fel- 
ow-feeling  between  us.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 
But  as  to  political  principle,  we  are  as  much  as 
!ver  opposed.  There  b  a  most  excellent  alkali  by 
vhich  to  test  our  principles.  The  Yazto  business 
s  the  beginning  and  the  end,  the  alpha  and  ome- 
^  of  our  alpluibet.    With  that  our  differences 


began  and  with  that  they  will  end,  and  I  pray  to 
God  that  the  liberties  ot  the  people  may  not  also 
end  with  them. 

Mr.  Varnum. — I  am  not  about  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  any  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion before  them,  which  has  already  been  delated, 
three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and  pvinci pally  occupied 
by  the  declamation  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
I  think  it  my  duty,  however,  to  give  a  short  his- 
tory of  the  circumstance  from  which  has  arisen 
the  celebrated  story  of  backstairs  influence,  Charles 
Jeokinson,  ^.  Gentlemen  declared  there  was 
nbthinff  in  the  Message  of  the  President  that  jus* 
tified  the  measure  before  the  Committee,  that  it, 
on  the  contrary  proved  and  pointed  out  as  most 
proper  the  measure  reported  by  the  select  commit- 
tee. I  did  not  believe  that  it  pointed  out  that  mea- 
sure, or  that  there  was  any  cause  to  believe  that 
anything  had  occurred  between  the  3d  and  6th  of 
December,  which  could  haveinduced  the  President 
to  change  the  opinion  he  entertained,  when  he 
coB^municated  the  first  message.  In  the  Message 
of  the  3d  of  December,  he  says — ^'  Whether  it 
will  be  necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will 
be  decided  by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course 
of  your  session."  No  such  occurrences  bad  taken 
place  between  the  3d  and  the  6th  of  December* 
Taking  this  into  view^  and  also  taking  into  con- 
sideration what  I  considered  to  be  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  Message,  I  said  that  I  would  venture  to 
assert  as  my  opinion,  that  the  measure  of  the  ap- 
propriation was  agreeable  to  the  Executive }  and 
that  I  formed  this  opinion  from  documents  on  the 
table.  On  this  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  rose 
and  commenced  a  violent  attack  similar  to  that 
we  have  witnessed  to-day.  I  asked  leave  to  ex- 
plain. I  did  explain;  and  I  now  appeal  to  the 
House,  whether  I  did  not  observe  at  that  time,  that 
the  measure  of  the  appropriation  I  considered  to 
be  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the  Executive,  and 
whether  I  did  not  support  this  opinion  from  doc- 
uments before  you ;  and  added,  that  if  any  other 
idea  had  escaped  me,  or  could  be  attached  to  what 
I  said,  that  ibis  was  my  explanation,  and  that  it 
was  not  my  intention  that  what  I  had  said  should 
go  farther *thah  intimate  this  opinion,  and  that  I 
did  believe  I  had  not  said  anything  that  could 
fairly  be  construed  to  have  a  diflerent  meaning. 
It  is  a  fact,  that  it  has  been  published  in  some  pa- 
pers to  the  Eastward,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  expressed 
to  me  his  secret  wish  that  a  resolution  should  be 
brought  forward  contrary  to  his  Message.  I  say 
this  rej)resentation  is  contrary  to  fact.  I  say  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  never  mentioned  any  such  thing  to 
me ;  and  if  I  had  made  such  a  statement,  I  should 
have  wronged  the  First  Magistrate.  Why  these 
observations  are  again  brought  forward  at  this  time 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say;  but  what  I  have  stated 
are  the  facts  connected  with  this  business,  I  be- 
lieve such  an  attack  as  this  has  never  been  made 
before,  in  the  face  of  an  explanation  made  at  the 
time,  which  I  did  believe  would  have  been  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH.— When  the  veracity  of  a 
man  is  called  in  question  it  is  a  serious  business. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  appealed 
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to  the  House  tor  the  correctness  of  his  statement. 
I  too  appeal  to  the  House  whether  this  was  not 
his  expression,  when  he  undertook  to  explain  away 
what  he  had  said,  for  he  did  not  deny  it — ^that  he 
would  vouch  that  such  were  the  secret  wishes  of 
the  President ;  and  whether  I  did  not  observe  that 
his  attempt  to  explain,  was  like  Judffe  Chase  at- 
tempting to  draw  back  a  prejudicated  opinion  in 
the  case  of  Fries ;  that  he  might  take  back  the 
words,  but  not  the  effect  they  had  made  on  the  as- 
sembly:  that  the  Constitution  knows  only  of  two 
ways  oy  which  the  Executive  could  influence  the 
Legislature;  the  one  by  the  recommendation  of 
such  measures  as  he  deemed  expedient,  the  other 
by  a  negative  on  our  bills ;  and  that  the  moment 
it  was  attempted  to  influence  the  House  by  whis- 
pers and  private  messages,  its  independence  was 
gone.  I  stated  the  proneness  of  Legislative  bodies 
to  be  governed  by  Executive  influence,  and  in  il- 
lustration referred  to  the  Senate,  who,  nrom  its  as- 
sociation with  the  Executive  and  the  length  of 
time  for  which  its  members  hold  their  seats,  was 
necessarily  made  up  of  shaping  expectants  of  oflSlce. 
And  there  can  be  no  ooubt  of  the  fact.  It  must 
be  so  from  the  nature  of  things.  Now,  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary, let  the  House  appoint  a  committee  of  in- 
quiry to  ascertain  what  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts did  say,  and  let  us  see  who  can  adduce 
the  most  witnesses  and  swear  the  hardest.  No— 
the  gentleman  from  Mas.sachusetts  had  on  that  oc- 
casion so  different  a  countenance,  dress  and  address, 
that  I  could  not  now  recognise  him  for  the  same 
man.  He  seemed  thunderstruck — and  to  be  in  a 
state  of  stupefaction  at  his  indiscretion.  He  ap- 
peared humbled  in  the  presence  of  those  who  heard 
what  he  had  said  and  beheld  his  countenance.  His 
words  were  these — my  life  on  it:  "I  will  vouch 
that  such  are  the  secret  wishes  of  the  President — 
or  the  Executive" — I  do  not  know  which. 

Mr.  Varndm. — I  must  deny  that  I  made  use  of 
the  words  vouch  or  secret,  t  stated  what  I  have 
declared.  As  to  being  thunderstruck,  if  that  was 
the  case,  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  And  as  to  being 
humbled,  I  have  never  felt  humbled  by  any  man. 
I  have  never  felt  or  shall  feel  afraid  at  the  face  of 
any  mortal  man.  I  have  been  in  the  service  of  my 
country  for  many  years,and  I  have  never  heard  any 
argument  but  what  I  should  be  willing  to  meet, 
if  It  was  not  too  indecent  to  require  an  answer — I 
have  done  my  duty,  and  am  not  conscious  of  hav- 
ing injured  any  man. 

Mr.  Jackson. — In  consequence  of  the  ground- 
less and  illiberal  allusions  which  have  been  made 
to  me,  I  have  felt  myself  under  the  obligation  of 
rising.  I  had  hoped  that  an  adjournment  would 
have  allowed  me  time  to  have  examined  the 
voluminous  notes  I  have  taken  of  the  former  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to 
have  presented  to  the  people  some  criterion  where- 
by to  judge  of  their  accuracy:  But  as  I  am  thus 
called  upon  in  such  an  illiberal  manner,  and  the 
question  is  to  be  decided  to-day — although  not  ex- 

Eecting  to  rise,  and  being  totally  unprepared,  I 
ave  no  choice  left  me.  Sir,  the  assertion  is  un- 
true, that  I  have  attempted  to  vindicate  the  char- 
acter of  the  Secreury  of  State  against  the  vari- 


ous charges  exhibited  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  against  him.  I  should  have  been  deter- 
red from  such  an  attempt  by  many  con siderat iocs. 
1st.  Because  the  even  tenor  of  his  well  spent  life 
is  a  complete  answer  and  refutation  of  the  maiig- 
nant  calumnies  which  disappointed  ambirioo  and 
prejudice  have  given  rise  to;  and  secondly,  for 
the  reason  that  the  charge  of  indelicacy  wbich 
had  been  urged  against  the  remarks  of  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Eppes,)  from  the  relation  in  wbich 
he  stood  to  the  Executive,  would  applf  with  c^^oal 
force  to  me.  I  never  deemed  such  vindicatioQ 
necessary;  however  competent  I  might  be  to  the 
task,  I  did  not  consider  the  conduct  and  character 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  as  requiring  any  sap- 
port;  they  have  made  an  impression  on  the  Amen- 
can  people,  not  to  be  erased  by  declamao'oo  un- 
supported by  fact.  In  relation  to  the  principal 
charge  made  against  him,  his  having  attempted 
to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  without  an  ap- 
propriation bylaw,  it  is  not  true;  nosach attempt 
was  made.  I  happened  to  see  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  near  the  door  of  this  House,  and 
asked  him  whether  it  was  true  that  such  an  at- 
tempt was  made,  and  he  told  me  it  was  not;  that 
it  was  proposed  in  the  Executive  cabinet  before 
Congress  met,  to  instruct  our  Minister  to  open  a 
negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  upon 
the  supposition  that  Congress  would  appropriate 
the  money  when  they  met ;  but  that  he  remarked 
it  was  not  certain  that  Congress  would  make  the 
appropriation,  and  he  added  that  this  proposition 
did  not  come  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  but 
from  the  President  himself.  This  has  been  tor- 
tured by  misrepresentation  into  an  attempt  to 
draw  money  out  of  the  Treasury  without  the 
sanction  of  an  appropriation  by  law.  When  the 
main  charge  agamst  the  Secretary  of  Sute  is 
so  destitute  of  troth  and  foundation — mark  the 
expression,  I  say  it  is  destitute  of  truth — it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  other  should  be  repeiied, 
namely,  that  he  told  my  colleague  [Mr.  Raxdolph 
interrupted,  ^4  am  notthegentleman's  coUeagne."] 
Very  well,  that  he  told  John  Randolph— [The 
Speaker  said  it  was  out  of  order  to  call  gentlemen 
by  name.]  Sir,  I  know  of  no  more  appropriate 
appellation  unless  it  isthe  descendant  of  Powbatao, 
whom  he  told  that  France  would  not  permit  Spaia 
to  settle  her  differences  with  us;  that  France 
wanted  money,  and  if  we  did  not  give  it  we  should 
have  a  Spanish  and  French  war.  Now  admit- 
ting for  argument,  what  I  do  not  admit  in  fact, 
that  the  prejudiced  mind  of  the  gentleman  wis 
not  controlled  by  a  determination  to  miscoastrae 
what  he  had  heard ;  and  that  he  was  informed 
there  was  no  doubt  France  would  get  the  money, 
has  he  not  said  the  same  thin^  in  eflfect  ?  He  repeat- 
edly  declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyrenees — tbat 
France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle  her  dif- 
ferences with  us;  and  if  the  despatches  of  the 
Marquis  Yrujo  could  be  drawn  from  his  pnvate 
pocket,  thev  would  be  found  with  the  signature 
of  C.  M.  Talleyrand— he  has  declared  that  it  is 
evidence  oi  political  weakness  to  act  on  things  as 
they  ought  to  be,  disregarding  the  knowledge  of 
what  they  are.    Weilj  u  all  this  was  known,  that 
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>paiii  had  placed  herself  under  the  protection  and 
:ontrol  of  France,  would  it  not  have  been  pre- 
losteroos  to  speak  of  Spain,  as  if  she  were  totally 
ndependent  of  her  allyl  Would  it  not  have 
teen  absurd  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  truth?  But 
7as  it  ever  suggested  by  tne  Secretary  of  State? 
t  has  not  even  been  ur^ed  on  this  floor,  that  it 
iras — and  I  should  not  believe  it  if  it  were  so 
irged,  that  we  were  to  give  this  money  to  France 

0  coerce  Spain.  The  gentleman  has  declared 
hat  France  can  compel  Spain  to  take  such  mea- 
tires  as  she  sees  fit,  and  that  it  is  dishonorable  in 
s  to  take  advantage  of  the  humiliation  of  Spain. 
7his  is  a  complete  vindication  of  the  conduct  of 
he  Bxecutive  and  of  Congress  in  the  measures 
hey  have  taken  to  purchase  this  country,  which 
5  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be  so  important  to  us; 
s  it  is  surely  more  honorable  to  buy  than  to  take 

1  by  force  from  its  enfeebled  miserable  owner,  in- 
apable  of  protecting  it.  Although  it  has  been 
lecided  to  be  out  of  order  to  disclose  the  secret 
oiumunications,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Mr.  J.  Randolph)  has  declared  that  France  said 
fwe  gave  Spain  one  blow,  she  would  give  us  two 
•r  ten  in  return,  and  others  have  declared  France 
hreatened  us  with  war.  Sir,  I  assert  there  are 
10  such  facts  contained  in  the  secret  despatches 
ent  to  us.  I  regret  I  cannot  pursue  the  course  in 
rhich  other  gentlemen  have  been  indulged  by 
latin g  what  are  the  facts  in  contradiction  of  what 
hey  are  declared  to  be;  and  though  this  should 
le  a  violation  of  order,  it  would  perhaps  be  pro- 
ber, as  a  disclosure  has  been  provoked  by  gross 
aisrepresentations,  to  repel  tnem,  and  justify 
ourselves  to  the  people  by  stating  the  information 
tself.  I  will,  therefore,  undertake  to  say  that  all 
he  information  we  received  from  the  documents 
m  this  point,  was  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what 
heir  conduct  would  be,  if  we  declared  war  against 
^pain,  to  which  they  replied  they  were  compelled 
0  take  part  with  Spain.  [There  was  a  loud  call  to 
irder  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph  and  others.]  Mr.  J, 
;on tinned :  I  shall  always  respect  the  calls  to 
irder  from  the  Speaker  and  the  House,  but  not 
rom  that  person  (J.  Randolph.)  After  some 
ionversation  relative  to  the  point  of  order,  Mr.  J. 
proceeded — Sir,  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  in 
»rder  for  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  affirm 
hat  France  declared  she  would  lor  every  blow 
we  gave  Spain,  give  us  two  or  ten  in  return?  It  is 
lot  in  order  for  me  to  correct  the  misstatement, 
md  it  neither  is  in  order  to  ask  where  was  the 
restal  vigilance  of  the  Speaker,  when  he  (Mr. 
EIandolph)  prostrated  every  rule  of  order  and 
iecorum.  Mr.  Sneaker,  I  have  said  and  I  repeat 
t  to-day,  I  shoula  rejoice  if  all  the  secret  commu- 
lications  could  be  made  public,  and  not  such  parts 
>nly  as  the  opposition  wish ;  tney  would  then  af- 
ford to  our  constituents  not  a  garbled  but  a  complete 
7iew  of  our  conflict,  and  they  would  then  justly 
stppreciate  the  assertion  that  France  threatened  us 
with  war;  and  the  charges  of  our  giving  money 
to  conciliate  France.  But  when  we  perceive  in 
the  Message  of  the  President,  a  reqUlfst  that  it 
should  be  kept  secret,  I  much  doubt  the  right  of 
withdrawing  the  confidence  thereby  reposed  in  as 


at  this  time.  If  when  the  Messages  were  received 
we  had  determined  not  to  hear  them,  and  with- 
hold iheir  contents  from  public  view,  we  should 
have  returned  them  with  their  seals  unbroken ; 
but  it  is  too  late  after  getting  them  into  our  pos- 
session under  the  injunction  of  secrecy  to  divulge 
them  without  permission.  I  admit  there  are  ex- 
treme cases  in  which  we  ought  to  communicate 
what  we  may  confidentially  acquire;  cases  involv- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  Constitution  itself;  but 
this  is  not  such  a  one.  It  may  be  likened  to  the 
case  of  an  individuaL  who  would  be  scouted  as  a 
dishonorable  man,  if  when  he  received  informa- 
tion in  confidence,  he  afterwards,  without  permis- 
sion from  his  informant,  divulged  it.  This  House 
I  repeat  it,  did  not  vote  for  the  appropriation  under 
the  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  make  use  of 
France  to  coerce  Spain  into  any  measure.  On 
the  contrary^  instructions  have  been  sent  to  our 
Minister  resident  at  the  Court  of  France,  who  is 
appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  negotiate  with 
the  Court  of  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  this  coun- 
try ;  the  idea  of  coercion  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  France  was  repelled  by  the  eeutlemaa 
himself;  he  declared  that  Bonaparte,  with  a  reve- 
nue of  100  millions,  besides  what  he  could  squeeze 
from  his  dear  allies,  would  disdain  to  be  bribed  by 
a  sum  only  equal  to  two  weeks  expenditures. — 
There  can  be  nothing,  therefore,  exceptionable  in 
the  measure,  and  if  the  assertion  made  were  cor- 
rect, and  our  candid  opinion  was,  that  the  money 
thus  appropriated  would  ultimately  go  into  the 
coffers  of  France,  there  would  be  nothing  impro- 
per in  it  as  far  as  we  are  concerned.  France  and 
Spain  are  connected  together  by  a  Treaty  of  Al- 
liance, offensive  and  defensive.  The  one  cannot 
go  to  war  without  involving  the  other.  France 
would  be  compelled  to  take  part  with  Spain  unless 
she  violated  her  faith  to  her ;  and  I  believe  Bona- 
parte has  never  been  charged  with  a  want  of  faith 
to  his  allies;  and  this  well  accounts  for  the  answer 
to  our  Minister,  that  they  were  bound  to  take  part 
with  Spain.  Sir,  this  is  national  honor  accoruinff 
to  the  British  doctrines,  and  the  gentleman  wiU 
admit  them.  The  Ministry  frequently  boasts  in 
Parliament,  that  their  continental  allies  will  not 
forsake  them,  and  that  no  separate  treaty  will  be 
made,  no  settlement  of  differences  nor  arrange- 
ment of  territorial  limits  will  be  entered  into, 
without  their  approbation.  There  can,  therefore, 
be  nothing  improper  in  Spain's  consulting  France 
in  this  business,  which  relates  to  the  transfer  of  a 
domain  as  large  as  Spain  itself;  and  if  she  pleases, 
giving  France  the  price  of  the  purchase.  The 
proposition  was  for  the  purchase  of  a  country  all 
important  to  us.  So  important  as  to  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  this  House  in  1802,  under 
a  consideration  that  we  must  have  it  by  conquest, 
or  purchase  at  a  fair  price.  It  was  determined  to 
pursue  a  pacific  course  then — the  character  of 
the  nation  required  it,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  For  if  we  had  determined  to  make  inter- 
est the  rule  of  national  right,  and  resorted  to  force, 
because  our  interest  dictated  it,  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  justly  alarmed  by  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizement  which  threatened  themselves  and 
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their  dependencies  with  destruction,  would  have 
made  a  common  cause  to  crush  us.  The  same 
course  has  been  resolved  on  now,  for  the  same 
wise  reasons  j  and  we  determined  to  purchase 
such  a  [)art  of  the  Floridas  as  did  not  belong  to 
us;  for  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  R.)  that  we  have  not  a  foot  east  of  the  Iber- 
Tille  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchar train. 
But  admitting  this  point  to  be  questionable,  there 
was  no  impropriety  in  purchasing  the  territory 
acknowledged  to  belong  to  Spain,  and  settling  the 
boundaries  and  extent  of  a  doubtful  right  in  the 
bargain.  For  my  part,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
measure  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  can 
be  placed  was  recommended  by  the  soundest  policy 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  But  we  were 
told  amongst  other  strange  assertions,  that  by  this 
vote  of  money  we  have  violated  our  neutrality, 
that  a  neutral  nation  can  do  nothing  beneficial  to 
a  belligerent,  and  as  money  is  the  sinews  of  war, 
we  cannot  on  any  account  supply  it.  Whether 
this  is  not  advancing  British  pretensions  under 
British  influence,  it  is  for  the  sober  sense  of  the 
community  to  determine. 

I  consider  the  report  of  the  select  committee  as 
the  best  justification  of  the  opposition  made  to  the 
measure  it  recommends,  and  the  severest  commen- 
tary upon  the  conclusions  which  are  proposed  to 
be  drawn  from  it.  It  speaks  of  ihe  ^^  piratical  dep- 
redations upon  our  commerce ;  of  obstructing  the 
navigation  of  the  Mobile,"  and  in  the  daring  vi- 
olation of  our  undisputed  limits,  dbc.  afibrding 
"  ample  cause  for  a  formal  declaration  of  war." 
Sir,  the  exactions  of  duty  on  the  Mobile,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  continued  so  long  as  Spain  holds  the 
country;  the  right  is  not  settled  bv  the  laws  or 
usages  of  nations ;  and  thus  indeed  the  exported 
products  of  the  finest  regions  of  the  United  States 
may  be  subjected  to  duties,  as  well  as  those  im- 
ported into  it,  and  the  travellers  returning  on  the 
high  road  from  New  Orleans  will,  by  engaging  in 
broils  with  the  Spanish  subjects,  eternally  endan- 
ger the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  States; 
so  that,  instead  of  war,  sound  policy  dearly  dicta<- 
ted  a  purchase.  And  what  is  the  daring  violation 
spoken  of?  A  molehill  converted  into  a  moun- 
tain— gigantic  names  given  to  pigmy  events.  It 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  arrest  of  the  Kem- 
pers.  Is  that  "ample  cause  of  war  ?"  A  few  neo- 
ple  beaded  by  these  men  raised  the  standara  of 
rebellion  in  the  territory  of  Spain,  from  whence 
they  fled  within  our  limits,  and  were  seized  by  our 
citizens,  carried  within  the  Spanish  lines  and  there 
delivered  to  a  Spanish  party.  And  this  is  what 
is  declared  in  the  report  to  be  an  ample  appear- 
ance of  war.  After  urging  that  we  are  ^^  too  far 
removed  from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth 
for  our  safety  to  be  endangered  by  their  hostility," 
that  ^'  peace  must  always  be  desirable  so  long  as 
it  is  compatible  with  the  honor  and  the  interest 
of  the  community" — that  "  we  are  heavily  bur- 
dened with  debt" — and  the  best  intertsts  of  the 
nation  cry  aloud  for  ^'  peace — that  when  the  debt 
is  discharged,  and  not  till  then,  may  we  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  world" — that  "the  present  moment  is 
peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great  and  desirable , 


work" — that  "now  if  ever  the  national  debt  is  to 
be  paid  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of  neotralitTj^ 
the  report  concludes  with  reeom mending  a  war 
measure — the  raising  a  number  of  troops  to  ^  chas- 
tise Spanish  inroad  and  insult."  I  sboold  have 
been  convinced  had  I  voted  for  such  a  pFowstxioo, 
and  for  such  reasons,  that  the  people,  as  toey  for- 
merly have,  would  withdraw  their  confidcsee  and 
dismiss  from  office  an  Administration,  fosmuiag 
national  irritation,  and  adopting  war  measure  for 
such  miserable  reasons,  founded  on  snch  in^sigmf- 
icant  causes.  I  had  another  reason  for  opposiag 
this  standing  army  measure.  I  believed  the  oi- 
litia  of  the  Unitea  States  were  most  grossly  tra- 
duced by  its  friends — they  were  represented  as 
inefficient,  and  not  to  be  relied  on.  I  belieredL  oa 
the  contrary,  that  they  were  equal  to  any  e/sieTgen- 
cies  that  could  arise,  and  would  defend  their  coun- 
try with  more  bravery  than  mere  mercenaries.  I 
feared  that  as  in  other  countries  so  in  this,  this 
pretext  might  be  made  use  of  to  get  a  standing 
army,  the  most  potent  engine  in  the  hands  of  a 
despot,  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  will.  Aad  al- 
though cajses  may  arise  when  it  is  necessary  to 
raise  armies — if  it  is  recollected  that  the  aggres- 
sion most  complained  of  was  officially  disavowed 
by  the  Spanisn  authorities,  and  satisfaction  pro- 
mised— this  cannot  be  of  that  description. 

A  high  officer  of  the  Govern  men  t  has  been  ckar«- 
e  1  with  an  unconstitutional  attempt  to  draw  money 
from  the  treasury  without  an  appropriation  hy  law; 
but,  on  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  deny  it.  The  charge  therefore  reverberates 
on  its  author,  unless  he  justifies  himself  for  mak- 
ing it.  I  will  conclude  my  remarks  by  repeating 
what  I  commenced  with  declaring^  that  I  did  not 
mean,  nor  do  I  think  it  incumbent  on  any  one.  t4» 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  charges  have  been  reiterated  from  day  to  day, 
and  his  friends  repeatedly  challenged  to  come 
forward  and  justify  nim.  But  when  the  prfoeipal 
allefi^ation  is  totally  untrue,  the  others  will  aad  most 
be  duly  appreciated.  Those  who  make  mere  as- 
sertion for  fact  will  believe  them,  but  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  of  this  country  will  require  more  chaa 
iadividuai  assertion  before  they  withdraw  their 
confidence,  and  condemn  the  m dividual  wb<^ 
whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  and  whose  services  are  known  and  ac- 
knowledged by  every  liberal  man — they  wiU  not 
consent  to  believe  charges  without  the  least  proof. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  y«as  and  nap 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  '*tbat  the  print- 
ed supplemental  Journal  of  secret  proceedings  be 
amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word  ^read,'  in 
the  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  dth  of  De- 
cember last,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  said 
journal,  thus  amended,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members";  and  decided  in  the  nc^tire — 
yeas  44,  nays  74,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinser,  Silas 
Betton,  George  W.  Campbeli»  Martin  Chitteiideii,Chi»- 
topher  Olark,  Joseph  Qlay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joba 
Davenport,  junior,  John  DawsOBy  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
EUia,  William  £ly,  John  W.  fi^es,  Jamas  M.  Gamett, 
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Dharles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  8eth  Hastings, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hoogh,  James  Kelly,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Fimothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
Fohn  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
Dotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Wil- 
iam  Stedman,  Levris  B.  Stnrges,  Samnel  Taggart, 
ienjamin  Talhnadge,  Philip  B.  Thompson,  Thomas 
V,  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Cillian  K.  Van  Bensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  David 
I.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  ran.,  Isaac 
Inderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Wilham  Black- 
sdge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Irown,  William  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
f atthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leon- 
rd  Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts, 
Szra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early, 
Sbenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
^owler,  Peterson  Croodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
rreen,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  John  G.  Jackson, 
A^alter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
jeib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Robert 
(farion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas 
I.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
lorrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
f ewton,  junior,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M. 
tandolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
ohn  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
r.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Imille,  John  Smith,  Henyy  Southard,  Richard  Sand- 
nd,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jo- 
eph  B.  Yamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
SUphalet  Wickes,  Marmadnke  Williams,  Nathan  WU- 
iams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstcfn. 

[Note. — On  a  subsequent  day  Mr.  Jackson  made 
he  folio  wing  explanation :  Heobseryed  that  he  had 
leen  misunderstood  in  the  remarks  he  had  made 
Q  relation  to  the  conversation  had  with  Mr.  Qal- 
ATiN,  or  in  the  warmth  of  his  feelings  had  ex- 
iressed  himself  difierently  from  his  intentions, 
le  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  repeating  the 
7ords  of  Mr.  Q.  when  he  said  the  charge  of  at- 
empting  to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  was 
lot  true,  but  as  stating  the  inference  he  drew  from 
be  expressions  of  that  gentleman,  for  which  he, 
if  r.  J.,  held  himself  responsible.  Indeed,  he  wish- 
d  to  be  understood  throughout  as  repeating  the 
nbstance  of  the  conversation  only,  rfor  did  he 
dean  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  G.  had  given  a 
Icense  or  authority  to  him  to  repeat  the  conver* 
ition.  He  asked  Mr.  Q.,  as  a  public  man,  re- 
pecting  the  charge,  and  received  the  answer  as 
Bch — he  therefore  was  authorized  to  repeat  it.] 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tne  House 
bat  the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appointment 
f  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
bis  House  on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  ought  to  adjourn. 

Tuesday,  April  8. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
be  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  establishing  trading- 
louses  witn  the  Indian  tribes.  The  bill  was  re- 
[>orted  with  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Elouse. 

9th  Con.— 3d 


Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Earlv, 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenia- 
tiwee  of  the  Untied  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as* 
sembted.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  Wednesday,  the  sixteenth  of  April  in* 
sUnt.'' 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  agreement  to  tbeisame,  without  amendment. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agreement 
to  the  said  amendments,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  on  Sat- 
urday last,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  repeal  the  act 
to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  thepublic 
debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  several  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Senate :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  first, 
second,  ana  third  of  the  said  amendments ;  and 
do  agree  to  the  fourth  of  the  said  amendments, 
with  an  amendment. 

Resolved^  That  [this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
fifth  and  last  of  the  said  amendments,  and  do  de- 
sire a  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Messrs. 
John  Randolph,  Qoinct,  and  Joseph  Clat,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, referred  to  them  on  the  thirteenth  of  Febru- 
ary last ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  commit- 
ted the  bill  respectinff  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  sundrjr  inhabitants  of 
Washington  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
referred  to  them  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Jan- 
uarv  last ;  and  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is.  com- 
mitted the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^*Aa. 
act  regulating  the  grants  of  laud,  and  providing 


096 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESa 


996 


H.  OF  R. 


Tennemee  IdxndM. 


Apkil,  1806. 


lor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
aouth  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee." 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  John  Randolph,  that  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
twentyrserond  of  December  last,  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
cage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
aizth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  an- 
swer of  the  said  Secretary  thereto,  of  thetwen- 
ly-foorth  of  the  same  month,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members,  and  that  the  said  letters  be 
inserted  in  the  printed  Journal  of  secret  iM'oceed- 
ings. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  said  motion, 
and  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JacksoMi 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  commonicate  to  this  House  any 
information  which  be  may  possess  in  relation  to 
an  application  said  to  have  been  made  to  draw 
mont-y  from  the  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas,  before  an  appropriation  made  by  law, 
lor  that  purpose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled '*An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see." The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  hill,  with  the  amend- 
menu,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory;"  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  referred 
tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  on  the  twenty-second  ultimo,  on  the  petition 
of  Nundry  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiaoa  Territory. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  00  Friday  last,  to  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the 
eases  therein  mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regulate  tbe 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage^' 
and  the  same  being  severally  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
Hou<e. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to* 
morrow* 


Wednbsdat,  April  9. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  a  letter  from  William  Baton,  late  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Tunis,  address«ed  to  the 
Speaker,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read 
and  considered :  Whereupon, 

Beaolve4,  That  the  proper  aeeoimting  officers 


be  authoriaed  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  «euk 
the  accounts sobsistina  between  the  United  Stale 
and  William  Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  opot 
just  and  equitable  principles,  under  the  direetioa 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  bnofbtfa, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  do  prepare  aud  hnng  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Commioee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  between  the  United  Sutestod 
William  Eaton ;  which  was  read  twice,  aad  eooi- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrov. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inforoied  the  Houk 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  confercoce  de- 
sired by  this  House  on  the  sahjeet-mataef  of  tJic 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Hooses 
to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  oC  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpoees  lelativc 
to  the  public  debt;  and  have  appointed  maaagen 
at  the  said  conference,  on  their  part. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  establish tngtrading-hooses 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  wa«  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  CD  grossed  bill  to  amend,  in  the  cases  thereii 
mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  collectioa  cf 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  md  the  thai 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,entitM 
^An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  pro- 
viding for  tne  disposal  or  the  lands  of  the  Uoked 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,''  wasresd 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letts 
from  Joseph  Hoppsa  Nichoi^son,  &<«q.,  one  of 
the  members  from  tbe  State  of  Marvund,  coa- 
taining  the  resiffoation  of  his  seat  in  this  Hou«; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coauaittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Stau  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  and  perfect  tithes  to 
certain  lands  therein  described ;  and  to  seule  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  laads 
within  the  same. 

Mr.  Blocnt  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sk- 
tion. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  BLomrr: 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gaaoo,  AlpStom.  G.  W. 
Campbblu  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  and  Pmua. 

Messrs.  Beoingsh,  Blacklbuob,  and  Albxas- 
deh,  spoke  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill  gen- 
eral 1  v. 

Tne  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  oat 
the  first  section,  and  passed  in  the  negative  vitii- 
out  a  division. 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  some  of 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to, 
after  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  Blacklbdgb  moved  a  new  section,  dee\a^ 
ing  that  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  shall  give  their 
assent  thereto. 
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This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Blount, 
f  Acoif.  and  Alexander,  and  opposed  by  Mesisrs. 
fREGG,  and  G.  W.  Campbell,  and  disagreed  to — 
yes  22. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
rith  sundry  amendments ;  when  the  House  ad- 
)urned. 


Thursday,  April  10. 

On  motroD  of  Mr.  McCaEBinr, 
Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  in- 
rm  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  of 
le  resignation  of  Joseph  H.  Nicholsoic,  one  of 
it  Representatires  from  that  State. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
lat  the  Senate  ha?e  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 
:t  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
id  for  other  purposes  f  to  which  they  desire  the 
)ncarrence  of  this  House. 

TENNESSEE  LANDa 

The  House  took  into  eonsideratioo  the  amend- 
ents  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
itborizing  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
\d  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein'  deiicrib- 
I ;  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  unappropriated 
od  within  the  same. 

These  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
LACKLfiDGi  offered  a  new  section  : 


**  That  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the 

tare  of  North  Carolina  shall  pass  an  act  giving  their 

wat  theretOb" 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  con- 

jerable  length,  to  show  that  the  bill  would  be 

i  infringement  of  the  compact  between  the  (Joi- 

d  States  and  North  Carolina,  without  this  pro- 

sion. 

The  adoption  of  this  section  was  also  supported 

'  Messrs.  Blount  and  Alexander  ;  and  opposed 

'  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith  and  Alston. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  it,  were— 

!as  21,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

Teas — Evan  Alexander,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Wil- 
m  Biackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Claiborne,  Ja- 
b  Crowninshield,  James  Elliot,  David  Holmes,  Thos. 
man,  Duncan  MacFarland*  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
jnow,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
litb,  Thomas  Spaidmg,  Richard  Stanford,  Abram 
igg»  David  R.  Wilhams,  Marmaduke  Williaffls,  and 
leph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jttnior,  David  Bard,  Joseph 
rker,  Silas  Bettoa,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
lior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  George  W. 
gnpbelly  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Chfi^pher 
ark,  Joseph  Clay,  Jtfatthew  Clay,  John  Clopion, 
cbard  Cntts,  Ssmnel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
tia  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Eaiiyr  Caleb  Ellis, 
»enezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fiik,  John 
•wier,  Pstsnon  Goodwyiu  Andcew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
een«  Silas  HaUsy*  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings, 
ivid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Joneti^  Michael 
ib,  Matthew  LyoOy  Robert  'Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
illiam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
K»re,  Jonathan  O.  MosSly,  Gunlon  9.  Mumfoid, 
»ger  Nelson,  Timoihy  Pitkin,  junior,  Thomas  M. 
umloiphy  Mux  Bsa  of  Penasylvanis»  John  R^sa  of 


Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rossell,  Peter  »««>hbj9 
Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezei 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smtthf 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis 
B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadlge^ 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Pluiip  R.  Thompson^ 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  KilHan  K.  Vaa 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Pelsg  Wadsworthy 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  EUphalet  Wickes, 
Nathan  WilUams,  Alexander  WilsoUt  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  the  following  proviso: 

"  Prwfidid,  nnertkdtsB,  That  nothing  in  this  sot 
oontsinsd  shall  be  so  construed  as  ts  impsir  thepis^ 
visions  of  the  set  of  North  Csrolins,  ceding  to  ths 
United  Stales  certain  western  lands.*' 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to— «yes  34;  whsft 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to*moffrow« 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aiul 
six. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

The  Chairman  having  read  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  makes  an  appropriation  *^for  repair  of 
vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and 
other  contingent  expenses."* 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$411,950. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  and  other  contingent  expenses."  He  ^aid 
he  made  this  motion  witn  a  view  of  ascertaining 
for  what  objecu  these  contingent  expenses  were 
intended  to  provide.  He  would  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  infor- 
mation on  this  poinL  He  believed  the  sum  con- 
templated to  be  appropriated  unnecessarily  large. 

Mr.  J.  Rah DOLPH  said  the  gentleman  had  asked 
for  information  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
give.  He  was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the  gen- 
tleman as  to  the  items  of  contingent  expenditure; 
and  he  should  not  have  moved  to  fill  this  blank 
with  so  large  a  sum.  but  from  the  conviction  that 
whether  they  provided  the  money  or  not,  it  would 
be  spent,  and  an  additional  appropriation  be  made 
the  next  session.  Mr.  R.  saiu  he  viewed  an  a{H 
propriation  bill,  under  present  circumstances,  a 
mere  matter  of  form;  he  believed  also  all  the 
items  of  appropriation  might  as  well  be  lumped 

*The  item  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy,  com- 
prises commissions  to  agents  to  foreign  countries  and 
in  the  United  States,  officers'  travelling  expenses,  ex- 
pense of  conveying  seamen  from  one  port  to  another,  as 
for  instance  where  seamen  are  entered  in  Philadelphia 
or  Baltimore  to  join  a  vessel  fitting  out  at  Washington, 
the  expense  of  nautical  instruments,  such  as  compasses^ 
qnadrantfl,  spy-glasses,  &c.,  diarts,  books,  models,  draw- 
ings, signals,  lanterns,  oil,  candles,  clamps,  fuel,  ham- 
mocks, trumpets,  glass,  cisterns,  cases,  mess  kids,  axes, 
gridirons,  tea  kettles,  galleys,  shovels,  tongs,  charcoal, 
sulphur,  saltpetre,  fira  engines,  fire  buckets,  bread  bags, 
and  an  infinite  variety  of  other  such  articles,  not 
expressly  provided  by  lew. 
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together,  and  it  might  be  declared  that  a  million 
ofaollars  were  appropriated.  Had  he  been  gor- 
erened  by  his  own  opinion,  instead  of  the  forms 
which  had  been  observed,  he  woOld  have  been  in 
£ivor  of  draughting  the  bill  in  this  way,  for  this  rea- 
son. If  the  expenditures  of  the  Navy  exceeded 
this  sum  by  $600,000  there  was  no  doubt  the 
next  Congress  would  make  eood  the  deficiency 
without  any  inquiry.  He  believed  this,  as  what 
had  taken  place  once  miffht  take  place  again. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  head 
of  the  department,  stating  that  on  such  a  day  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  the  ap- 
wopiation  bill  to  be  taken  up^  and  expressing  a 
jiesir^  that  he  would  give  them  information  of  the 
items  of  contingent  expenditure,  as  they>con8ider 
the  sum  required  unnecessarily^  large.  He  had  re- 
4)eived  an  answer  to  this  eftect — the  Secretary 
said  he  did  not  think  the  sum  too  large,  without 
entering  into  anv  explanation.  Mr.  R.  added, 
gentlemen  may  fill  the  blank  as  they  please ;  it 
will  be  no  check  on  the  expenditure. 

The  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  the  sum 
named  by  Mr.  Randolph — ayes  46,  noes  37. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  *'and 
other  contingent  expenses."  He  had  before  said 
that  he  had  oeen  impelled  to  make  this  motion 
f^om  a  sense  of  duty.  This  impression  had  been 
strengthened  by  the  statement  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  could 
not  think  it  proper  to  make  an  appropriation  to  so 
laige  an  amount,  when  the  proper  organ  of  the 
House  had  without  success  required  information 
from  the  head  of  the  deparment,  from  whom  he 
had  only  received  a  mere  opinion.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  strike  out  this  general 
appropriation,  that  all  the  items  of  contingent  ex- 
penditure might  be  stated  to  the  House,  and  there- 
oy  form  some  check  on  the  expenditure. 
*  Mr.  Leib  said  he  perceived  in  another  part  of 
the  bill  other  mention  made  of  contingent  ex- 
penses. He  would  be  glad  to  know  what  they 
were.  The  House  ousht  to  know  the  various 
items,  or  otherwise  make  a  general  provision  for 
contingent  expenses,  and  leave  it  to  the  head  of 
the  department  to  apply  the  money  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  nrst  contingent  appropriation 
was  for  the  navy,  the  second  for  the  marine  corps. 
If  striking  out  tne  proposed  words  would  enable 
the  Committee  to  ootain  the  information  sought, 
he  should  vote  for  the  motion.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  voting  liberally  for  a  navy ;  but  he  thought 
the  Legislature  ought  to  be  well  informed,  as  they 
would  otherwise  scarcely  discharge  their  duty  to 
their  constituents. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  to  strike  out  'Hind 
other  contingent  expenses/'  was  disagreed  to — 
ayes  32. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  ''for  complet- 
ing the  marine  barracks  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton." Mr.  R.  said  this  object  appeared  to  require 
a  standing  appropriation ;  and,  though  the  build- 
inff  was  finite,  the  appropriation  appeared  to  be 
infinite. 

Motion  agreed  to— ayes  ^« 


The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill.  The 
House  having  taken  the  report  of  the  Committee 
into  consideration, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  called  for  the  reading  of 
a  document^  stating  the  annual  expcDditores  on 
the  Navy,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  tipendi- 
tures  had  bcien  as  follows : 

For  1798 ^7MH  S4 

1799 2,848,187  36 

1800 S,386;M0  48 

1801 -  2,117,«»  74 

1802 946^13  U 

1803 1,107,935  » 

1804 1;M6,502  74 

1805 1,409,949  €7 


Total 


13,6SI,8»  06 


Mr.  D.  R.  W.  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  oat 
"and  other  contingent  expenses."  He  thought 
the  House  ought,  under  existing  circumstances, to 
show  a  disposition  to  economise,  and  to  curtail 
the  expenses  of  the  Navy.  What  is  the  necessity 
for  this  expenditure  ?  why,  the  Constitution  is 
in  the  mud,  and  the  President  on  her  beam  ends! 
Thirteen  millions  and  a  half  have  been  alresdj 
expended,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  add  $411,0U() 
for  contingent  expenses.  In  makine  this  motios 
I  have  no  object  but  to  confine  the  Navy  Depan- 
ment  to  proper- expenses;  but  let  them  first  stale 
what  they  are. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  this  motion  coaU 
not  be  received  until  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  '-'for 
ordnance  $50,000."'^  He  did  not  perceive  tlie  uie 
of  this  appropriation.  No  gentlemen  accustomed 
to  travel,  but  must  have  seen  the  unprotected 
state  of  the  ordnance;  look  at  the  Turk's  hoase, 
you  will  there  see  it  lying  exposed.  To  his  knowl- 
edge it  was  in  many  other  instances  in  the  same 
situation. 

This  motion  was  lost — ayes  33. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  to  fill  the 
blank  with  <'  $50,000.''  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
division. 

.  Mr.  Eppes  offered  a  proviso  declaring  that  a 
larger  sum  than  $30,000  shall  not  be  expended  oa 
the  repairs  of  any  one  frigate. 

Mr.  J.  Ramdolph.^I  shall  vote  against  this 
motion  on  the  same  principle  that  I  voted  to^ 
the  blank  relative  to  contingent  expenses,  wiib 
$411,000.  If  we  cannot  restrain  the  expenditures 
of  the  Navy  Department  within  the  sum  anauailj 
fixed,  after  givinp^  as  much  as  is  asked  for,  U  it 
not  the  idlest  thing  to  attempt  to  restrain  them 
by  giving  less  ?  The  princij^  on  which  I  voted 
for  filling  that  blank  was  this:    To  ^ve  to  tht 

*  The  itsm  for  ordnance  comprises  ^^■^■vMi  etno- 
nades,  swivels,  hlundeibosses,  muskets,  pi8loli,sirords, 
bosiding-pikes,  cntlssaes,  cannon  ball  of  tnmj  descrip- 
tion, mnsket  and  pistol  bsU,  cannon,  muskci,  pistal 
and  priming  powder,  powder  horns,  priming  borsi, 
flannel  and  paper  cartridges,  cartridge  boxes,  «Jov 
match,  lint  stocks,  worms,  rammers,  sponges,  wa^ 
gun-locks,  8erew.idriv«s,  flints,  caitridgs  thiewl,  dee. 
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Navy  Department  what  it  asks,  that  if,  at  the  end 
j(  the  year,  more  shall  be  expended,  the  blame 
may  fall  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Secretary,  and 
lot  on  us.  The  sum  appropriated  for  contingent 
expenses  amounts  to  ^11,000  j  this  is  not  the 
!ialf,  but  it  is  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  sum 
ippropriated,  and  it  may  be  expended  on  repairs 
>r  any  other  item  of  contingent  expenditure.  It 
s  enormous.  But  withhold  the  appropriation, 
md  where  are  you?  The  expense  may  be  in- 
lurred,  and  the  QoFemment  called  on  to  make 
rood  the  deficiency ;  and  there  the  business  will 
!nd. 

With  regard  to  the  sum  requisite  for  the  repair 
>f  a  frigate,  her  situation  between  this  and  the 
text  year  cannot  be  foreseen.  The  Secretary  may 
lave  estimated  $30,000  as  sufficient  to  repair  any 
me  frigate  as  they  now  stand ;  but  they  may  be 
)laced  in  such  a  condition  as  to  require  a  much 
arger  sum.  But  I  am  against  the  amendment, 
»aid  Mr.  R..  not  only  for  these,  but  for  other  rea- 
sons. I  will  never  consent  to  legislate  in  such  a 
waj  as  to  make  it  appear  that  we  did  legislate  in- 
elhgently,  when  in  fact  we  do  not.  If  I  can  be 
mtisfied  that  930,000  will  be  sufficient  for  the  re- 
mv  of  a  fri^te,  I  may  be  ioduced  to  rote  for  it. 
Bat  even  this  would  be  unnecessary.  For,  after 
ill  the  business  must  be  confided  to  the  Head  of 
;hG  Department ;  and  he  will  be  a  better  judge  of 
:be  sum  required  for  the  repair  of  a  vessel  than 
(re  are.  U  he  cannot  be  trusted,  we  ought,  in 
ny  opinion,  either  to  refuse  the  appropriation  alto- 
gether, or  take  a  very  different  step  from  that  now 
)roposed.  For  these  reasons  I  am  unwilling  to 
ippear  to  act  understandingly  on  a  subject  which 
[  know  nothing  about. 

Mr.  Eppbs. — When  I  made  this  motion,  it  was 
mder  the  impression  that  what  is  correct  in  pri- 
rate,  is  also  correct  in  public  conduct.  We  know 
;hat,  when  a  vessel  ownid  by  a  merchant  sets  in 
I  certain  state,  it  is  more  advisable  to  sell  than  to 
repair  her.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  fixed 
:he  proper  sum.  All  I  wish  to  try  is,  whether  the 
United  States  are  disposed  to  repair  at  all  events 
heir  frigates,  whatever  their  state  may  be.  or 
imit  the  sum,  after  expending  which  they  snail 
re  abandoned.  I  confess,  however,  that  I  am  not 
mxious  on  this  point.  I  merely  wish  to  try  the 
ense  of  the  House. 

On  agreeing  to  Mr.  E.'s  motion,  the  House  di- 
ided — ayes  38,  noes  67. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams. — The  curtailing  Navy 
ixpenses  may  be  unpopular,  but  I  conceive  it  to 
«  right.  For  that  purpose  I  will  renew  the  mo- 
ion  I  offered  in  committee.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
ill  the  expenditures  of  this  department  should 
nss  in  review  before  the  House.  When  I  first 
^ame  to  Washington,  I  went  to  the  navy  yard. 
i  there  saw  an  elegant  building  going  on.  I  in- 
quired under  what  appropriation  this  was  author- 
i2ed,  and  vras  answered,  under  the  appropriation 
tor  contingent  expenses.  I  remarked  other  ex- 
penditures, and  received  the  same  information. 
These  expenditures  may  be  all  proper ;  but  I  think 
that  every  gentleman  on  this  floor  ought  to  be 
enabled  to  tell  his  constituents  how  tae  public 


money  is  expended.  Talk  to  them  of  contingen- 
cies, and  they  will  understand  as  little  of  the 
term  as  of  land  in  the  moon.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  moving  to  strike  out  ^'and  other  contingent 
expenses,'°and  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  against  the  motion,  as  an 
agreement  to  it  would  not  lead  to  the  obtaining 
any  further  information,  and  as  he  was  convinced 
it  was  impossible  to  specify  every  item  of  expen- 
diture. 

Mr.  FiSK  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  best 
to  agree  to  the  motion  as  tne  means  of  obtaining 
a  detailed  estimate.  His  confidence  in  the  Heaa 
of  the  Department  was  not  diminished ;  but  it 
was  their  duty  to  be  fully  informed  on  whatever 
respected  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 

Mr.  Shilib  said,  that  no  gentleman  would  cen* 
sure  him  for  attaonment  to  the  Navy.  He  nevec 
had  been,  nor  was  he  now  attached  to  a  Navy. 
But  the  situation  in  which  they  were  placed  was 
well  known.    If  there  was  time,  he  should  be 

flad  to  have  every  item  of  expenditure  produced 
y  the  proper  officer,  that  they  might  know  how 
to  act.  He  was  fully  aware  that,  in  the  ■  Nary 
Department,  it  was  more  difficult  to  anticipate 
the  expenses  than  in  any  other.  Though,  there- 
fore, he  was  no  friend  to  a  Navy,  as  it  had  not 
been  thought  proper  to  abandon  the  establish- 
ment, he  considfered  it  right  to  make  such  grants 
as  were  necessary  for  its  support.  If  it  was  early 
in  the  session,  or  if  he  thought  it  possible  to  get 
the  information,  he  shfould  vote  for  calling  for  iL 
But  fU  they  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  say* 
ing  at  once  whether  they  would,  or  would  not 
support  the  Navy,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  mak- 
ing this  grant. 

Mr.  Elmer  did  not  see  the  least  good  which 
could  result  from  the  motion.  If  it  would  pre- 
vent  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  he  would  vote  for  it  But  the  nature  of 
the  service  was  such  as  rendered  it  impossible  to 
foresee,  or  provide  with  precision  for  expense* 
which  might  become  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  Ranuolfh  said,  it  had  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  it  was  too 
late  to  get  this  information.  The  gentleman  wae 
mistaken.  Any  information  could  be  had  now 
which  could  have  been  got  three  months  a^« 
Mr.  R.  then  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the  next 
day,  that  gentleman,  who  said  they  wanted  in- 
formation might  obtain  it  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  pronounced  this  motion  not  to 
be  in  order,  as  the  Clerk  had  previously  com- 
menced the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken  on  Mn 
D.  R.  Williams's  motion,  were — yeas  35,  naya 
86,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Burwell  Bassett,  Christopher  Clark,  Josepli 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Ezra  Darby, 
Peter  Early,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwui 
(Tray,  Michael  Leib,  Doncan  MacFarland,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Gideon  Olin,  Thomas  8aa- 
mons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Henry  Southard,  Rich* 
ard  Stanfiird,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  rhilip  B.  ThoBip- 
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flOD,  Abram   Trigg,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Alexander 
'Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  I)avid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blount,  Wm. 
Bnder,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chan- 
dler, John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cults,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
enport, inn.,  John  Dawaon,  William  Dickaon,  Elxas 
Earle,  James  Elliott,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
WiUiam  Ely,  John  W.  £ppee»  WiUiam  Findley,  Chas. 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
laaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsev,  John  Hamilton,  Sefii 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
son, Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jon.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jnn.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Ren  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richaida,  John  Rossell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sand- 
find*  Ebcneier  Seaver,  Jolm  Smilie,  John  C.  Smith, 
ioha  Smith,  Samnel  South*  Thomas  Spalding,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samnel  Taggart,  Samuel 
Teaney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tra49y,  PhiUp  Van  Cortlandt*  KilJian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wadswocth,  John 
WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marm- 
•duke  Wi^ams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  mored  to  recommit  the 
Mil  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  information  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary  before  it  was  definitively  acted  on. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to-^yea  41,  noes 
56 ;  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  without  a  division. 

Mr*  Jackbom  hoped  it  would  not  be  read  a  third 
time  until  Saturday,  that  information  might  be 
previooslv  obtained  from  the  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ttient.  Ii  it  should  not  be  then  obtained,  he 
would  he  the  foremost  in  voting  for  a  recom- 
mitmeat. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  hoped  it  would  be  read  to* 
morrow.  The  bill  had  been  delayed  much  longer 
than  wafi  usual,  and  great  inconveniences  had 
been  experiencea  fron^  the  delay  which  had  at- 
tended iu  Should  the  third  reading  be  delayed 
till  Saturday,  it  might  be  late  in  the  session  betore 
it  was  conclusively  acted  on.  The  other  House 
might  take  time  to  discuss  its  provisions.  As  all 
gentlemeo  were  anxious  speedily  to  close  the  ses- 
sion, be  hoped  it  would  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. I  should  coincide  with  the  genileman 
from  Virginia  in  the  course  proper  to  m  pursued, 
if  I  thought  we  oould  by  a  delay  of  a  few  dayn 
get  any  important  ioformatioD.  But  I  have  been 
told,  and  I  cannot  doubt  it,  that  it  would  lake  an 
immense  length  of  time  for  the  clerks  to  make  out 
a  complete  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  last  year.  I  have  been  told  that  it  would  take 
months,  even  with  the  aid  of  additional  clerks. 
I  have  been  told  so  by  a  sentleman  whose  vera- 
city I  cannot  doubt,  and  whose  knowledge  on  this 
point  must  be  correct.  Putting  off  then  this  bill 
to  Saturday  cannot  be  the  m^aos  of  giving  us 


any  correct  information  not  already  io  oar  p» 
session.  If  I  thought  otherwise  I  woM  willui|- 
ly  wait  till  Saturday.  But  when  I  reflect  odijk 
facts  I  have  stated,  and  see  that  it  is  impoisihie:^ 
get  this  detailed  information  in  anyrtiaw^e 
time,  I  think  it  best,  in  this  instance,  to  do.  is  re 
have  done  heretofore^^o  vote  oa  the  infooDauott 
of  the  Head  of  the  Departmeftt. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoou^b  said  he  felt  himself  oDed 
upon  to  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gniifisaD 
who  had  just  sat  down,  who  bad  said  thiLttou 
some  cause  or  other,  this  bill  had  beea  mwmj 
delayed.  He  would  tell  the  gentleman  oneciase 
of  this  delay.  This  very  item  of  appropnatk& 
which  the  gentleman  bad  just  agr»Ni  ta  vn 
part  of  the  cause.  But  be  wished  iL  at  tk5iDu 
time,  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  ihnwu 
no  disposition  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  tad 
Means  to  delay  this  bill.  It  was  long  sioa  it- 
ported  to  the  House,  and  he  had  before  olied  fa 
taking  it  up.  The  committee  bad  neirer  leceiTed 
any  intimation  from  the  Head  of  the  Jkfvtaeatf 
stating  tb«  passage  of  the  bill  to  beaDiserof 
urgency;  which  had  heretofore  beeocoDBOBio 
case  a  department  required  an  earlyr  appiopraud 
of  money.  Had,  then,  the  Committee  ot  Wap 
aud  Means  any  right  to  suppose,  aAer  bvii| 
voted  $600,000  in  addition  to  the  approphatia 
for  the  last  year,  that  this  depanmeot  coold  »X 
wait  until  the  other  denartm^nts  had  beeoitrTei 
The  truth  was,  that  the  civil  list  appropiiiuoD 
had  been  the  oiily  one  uonecessarily  delayed.  »o 
that  delay  had  not  arisen  in  this  House.  M 
they  heard  any  complaints  relative  to  the  Wir 
Department  ?  Had  it  made  a  demaod  of  siity  ot 
seventy  per  cent,  on  the  regular  appropriauoa^ 
while  this  department  was  swaUowisgapooa^ 
faster  than  they  could  provide  it  ?  He  bad  heu4 
it  insinuated  out  of  doors.that  there  existed  a  d^ 
position  to  distress  this  department  If  dvK  baa 
been  such  a  dispoaitioo,  was  it  not  in  thepo^^ 
any  member  to  call  up  the  bill?  He  appeakd  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania  if  he  J»"  mJ 
asked  him  to  call  it  up  in  ais  ab«eQoe,tfiiu  trt 
had  not  replied,  that  he  would  as  sooa  as  kecoou 
get  the  floor.  ^. 

Mr.  R.  Nblsom  said  the  gentleman  froo  Vl^ 
ginia  had  grossly  misunderstood  him.  ^'^f  f[ 
said  that  this  bill  had  been  unusuaUy  deiaye<Mie 
had  had  no  disposition  to  insinuate  that  it  v6 
been  designedly  delayed,  nor  bad  be  meaotaay 
reflection  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mea^ 
or  on  the  gentleman  from  Virgioia.  . 

Mr.  D.  R.  Willi  AM8  said  hw  object  was  w^ 
information.  He  hoped  the  demaod  of  ^^^^j. 
to  give  the  general  items  would  be  compl>efl  ^ 
He  wanted  no  deuils;  all  he  wished  wast^'*'^ 
ment  of  general  items.  . 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  remarked  ibatsuchaatairt^* 
could  be  of  no  use.  The  cootingcot  f^^\°l^^ 
Navy  embraced  articles,  the  extent  of  •**'?  JJ^i^i 
not  be  calculated  with  any  prtC'.'Jo""''^^^ 
only  be  founded  on  past  expendituresr-u  ^ 
known  that  the  last  year  there  was  ao  eiI*V, 
ture  of  $600,000  beyond  the  sum  apP^Pf^^ 
The  whole  expenses  of  the  Navy  coold  not  w  »» 
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;ulated  at  the  begioniog  of  the  jear  with  cer- 
ainty,  particalarljT  when  our  affairs  were  unset- 
led  m  the  Mediterranean.  During  the  last  year. 
:bree  hundred  of  our  captive  seamen  had  been 
i berated,  and  to  each  seaman  arrearage  wages 
lad  been  paid  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  hun- 
Ired  dollars.  In  consequence  of  this  and  other 
ircumstanees,  he  presumed  that  neither  the  Secr- 
etary of  the  Navy,  nor  any  other  mortal  man, 
ould  have  known  the  expenditure  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  year.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
dere  was  all  the  economy  in  the  Navy  that  should 
e;  but  if  they  got  any  information,  it  cotild  only 
«  a  statement  of  what  had  been  laid  out  in  par- 
icular  years. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  would  state  a  fact,  to 
tnable  gentlemen  to  ascertain  whether  there  had 
»een  any  extraordinary  delay  on  this  occasion. 
Such  an  insinuation  had  been  thrown  out,  and 
his  was  the  place  any  insinuation  of  this  kind 
)Ught  to  be  made  and  met,  and  not  at  the  fire- 
ides  or  in  the  i^^ewspapers.  By  recurrence  to  the 
ournals,  it  would  appear  that,  in  the  first  year  he 
tad  had  a  seat  in  thie  House,  the  act  makinsr  an 
ippropriation  for  the  Navy  had  been  passed,  on 
be  10th  of  May;  and  that,  in  the  first  year  he 
tad  had  the  honor  of  being  on  the  Committee  ot 
»Vays  and  Means,  the  bill  making  appropriations 
or  the  Navy  had  passed  on  the  1st  or  May.  He 
aid  he  had  not  had  time  to  turn  to  the  Journal 
>f  other  sessions.  But  the  truth  was,  a  spendthrift 
tever  could  be  supplied  with  money  fast  enough 
0  anticipate  his  wants. 

The  motion  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time  on  Sat- 
irday  was  carried — ayes  55.  when  the  following 
notion,  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  was  agreed 
0  without  a  division : 

Ruohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
0  lay  before  this  House  an  estimate  of  the  respective 
Qms  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  repair  of  vessels, 
tore  rent,  pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and  contingent  ex- 
enses  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1866. 

PLURALITY  OP  0PPICE8. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the 
Lrmy  or  Navy  from  holding  or  exercising  any 
ivil  office. 

The  bill,  having  been  read,  was  reported  to  the 
louse  without  amendment. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  observed  that  when  this  bill 
ras  first  read  he  had  remarked  that  he  thought 
;  contained  a  principle  not  to  be  found  in  the  reso*> 
ition  on  which  it  was  predicated — a  principle, 
rhich  appeared  to  him  to  be  new;  which  would, 
r  adopted,  prove  extremely  pernicious,  and  which 
rent  to  the  removal  of  an  officer  in  the  eoioyment 
f  an  office  Constitutionally  holden  by  him.  It 
id  not  belong  to  the  Legislature  to  give  to  any 
ftw  a  retrospective  operation, or  that  would  affect 
officers  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  Constitutional 
privileges.  If  they  did  so  they  would  assume  the 
iffht  oT  removing  an  officer  from  his  office.  The 
till,  therefore,  as  it  stood,  struck  him  as  altogether 
inconstitutional.  The  Legislature  was  not  the 
)roper  department  for  the  exercise  of  this  power. 


The  Constitution  had  provided  a  particular  mode 
in  whieh  officers  could  be  removed  from  office  ; 
and  the  Legislature  had  no  power  to  over-rule 
this  provision.    It  mav  be  said  that  we  are  only 
making  a  regulation  that  officers  of  a  certain  do* 
scription  shall  not  hold  another  office.    Mr.  Wil-> 
LiAMB  said  he  agreed  to  the  correctness  of  this^ 
principle ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  they  were 
assuming  a  power  which  the  Constitution  did  not 
give.    He,  tnerefore,  hoped  that  gentlemen  favo- 
rable to  this  principle  would  so  amend  the  bill  as 
to  remove  theobjeciion  he  had  stated.    If  it  should 
be  so  amended  as  to  confine  its  operation  to  aU 
future  appointments,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  it.    But  if  it  were  to  affect  existing  officers- 
constitutionally  enjovmg  their  offices,  he  consid- 
ered it  dangerous  and  should  vote  against  it.    Nol 
having  the  bill  before  him,  he  could  not  slate* 
what  amendment  would  be  satisfactory  to  him«. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  printed* 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  the  bill  was  very  short,  and 
contained  no  new  principles  whatever.  This 
was  an  age  of  discoveries,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  discovered  that  the  bill  to  ^  pro- 
hibit officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office,"  is  at  war  with 
the  resolution  which  declares  **  that  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  to  render  any  officer  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  in* 
capable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States." 

This  is  really  a  discovery,  said  Mr.  C. ;  and  how 
the  gentleman  can  vote  for  the  one  and  not  for  the 
other,  is  a  most  extraord  inary  thing.  But  the  gen- 
tleman has  doubtless  made  a  Constitutional  dis* 
covery — that  when  a  man  holds  an  office  the  office 
cannot  be  destroyed.  But  had  not  officers  under 
the  excise  law  been  destroyed,  and  have  thejr  not 
been  removed  by  the  abolition  of  their  offices  1 
And  have  not  the  commissions  of  the  iudges  been 
revoked  ?  And  I  see  nothing  which  shall  prevent 
us  from  saying  the  Gh)vernor  of  Louisiana  or  Indi- 
ana Territorv  shall  not  be  a  mihtarv  officer.  As 
to  printing  tne  bill,  as  it  consists  ot  but  three  or 
four  lines,  I  can  see  no  occasion  for  it  whatever. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  notwithstanding  his  extraordinary  modesty, 
had  certainly  made  a  great  discovery,  viz:  that, 
passing  a  general  law,  which  is  a  general  rule,  is 
similar  to  legislating  on  a  particular  case;  that  a 
law  declaring  that  certain  officers  shall  be  appoint* 
ed  for  four  years,  is  equivalent  tu  A,  B.  and  C  being 
turned  out  at  the  end  of  four  years.  The  bill,  Mr. 
R.  said,  was  strictlv  conformable  to  the  resolu* 
tion — there  was  no  aifference  between  them,  how- 
ever the  gentleman  might  be  for  throwing  an  an- 
chor to  windward  to  claw  off  a  lee  shore.  Are 
we  about  to  say  that  A,  or  B,  holding  a  military 
office,  shall  be  removed  from  the  civil  offices  they 
now  hold  ?  No— we  are  merely  saying  thev  shall 
not  be  both  held  by  the  same  person,  wliich  u 
surely  a  legislative  act.  If  we  violate  the  Constitii* 
tion  and  trench  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Execu- 
tive, has  not  the  Constitution  armed  the  Execu- 
tive with  a  power  to  defend  itself?  If  we  pass 
such  a  bill«  will  not  the  Executive  return  it  to 
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118,  if  it  be  not  preriously  arrested  in  the  other 
House  ?  Are  we  a  Legislatire  body,  with  the  pow- 
er of  binding  by  our  acts  the  whole  Government, 
or  a  mere  Chamber  to  register  edicts  and  pass  sup- 

Elies?  I  bad  always  supposed  that  we  were  a 
legislative  body,  and  I  had  hoped  an  independent 
Leffislatnre.  It  we  are,  we  have  a  right  to  pre- 
scribe rules  for  the  government  both  of  the  Ex- 
•ecntive  and  the  Judiciary ;  for,  be  it  remembered, 
that  before  a  bill  becomes  obligatory,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  the  assent  of  the  other  branches. 
But,  on  the  construction  we  have  heard,  I  adc  the 
gentleman  why  we  have  not  the  same  right  to  de- 
clare a  man  after  a  certain  day  shall  not  exercise 
both  a  ci  vil  and  military  office,  as  to  say  that  no  mil- 
litary  officer  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  a  civil 
office?  The  gentleman's  ideas  will  apply  to 
one  ease  as  wdl  as  the  other.  If,  however,  gen- 
tlemen choose  to  vote  out  the  bill,  they  will  do  as 
they  please.  It  will  be  extremely  easy  for  them 
to  find  a  pretext;  but  they  will  not  be  able  to 
assign  reasons  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  man 
possessed  of  a  clear  head  and  a  souna  con- 
science. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
lesolution  on  which  this  bill  was  bottomed,  be- 
eause  be  thought  it  had  a  squinting  at  a  particu- 
lar ease,  and  because  he  thought  they  had  no  right 
to  pass  such  a  law.  It  was  a  sound  doctrine  that 
the  laws  of  the  land  ought  to  be  general,  and  that 
they  ought  not,  under  the  cover  of  a  general  law, 
to  provide  for  a  particular  case.  Mr.  N.  said  he 
should  not  have  supposed  that  this  was  the  case  in 
this  instance,  had  not  some  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  mentioned  the  man  against  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  operate.  He  had  another  reason  against 
the  measure.  He  thought  they  had  no  Uonsti- 
tutional  right  to  pass  such  a  law.  As  the  case 
of  the  Governor  ot  Louisiana  had  been  mention- 
ed, he  would  likewise  notice  it.  He  would  ask 
whether  the  Gbvernor  of  Loubiaoa  held  his  office 
of  Governor  under  a  law  of  the  United  States  or 
under  the  Constitution  ?  If  he  held  it  under  a 
law,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  point  it  out.  He 
believed,  however,  there  was  no  such  law ;  but 
that  he  neld  his  office  under  the  general  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution.  If  he  were  correct  in 
this  opinion,  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  com- 
petent to  Congress  to  alter  the  tenure  by  which 
the  office  was  held  without  first  altering  the  Con- 
stitution. If,  under  the  Constitution,  the  Presi- 
dent had  a  right  to  appoint  a  military  officer  Gk>v- 
ernor  of  Louisiana,  he  would  ask  whether  they 
had  the  power  by  law  of  abridging  this  right  ?  He 
apprehended  not,  as  it  required  as  great  a  power 
to  undo  as  to  create  a  Constitutional  provision. 
The  case  had  been  likened  to  the  case  of  an  ex- 
cise officer.  But  the  excise  offices  were  held 
aoder  a  law,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  repeal 
the  law  to  abolish  the  office.  So  with  regard  to 
the  judges.  When  the  law  establishing  them 
was  repealed  they  fell  with  it.  But  is  this  a  simi- 
lar ease?  Are  we  about  to  repeal  a  law?  No. 
We  are  about  making  a  law,  the  efi*ect  of  which 
is  to  drive  a  man  from  an  office  which  he  now 
holds  under  the  Constitution.    Mr.  N.  said  these 


were  the  principal  reasons  which  induced  kimio 
vote  against  the  bill  as  well  as  the  reaotution. 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  the  bill  would  be  priated.  Ii 
certainly  contained  a  principle  w^faich  it  vas  ihox 
duty  carefully  to  examine  before  they  adpptetf  il 
He  would  confine  his  remarks  to  one  poiis— the 
Constitutional  principle  implicated  in  tAc  uL  If 
it  provided  that  after  a  certain  day  no  ap^t- 
ment  should  be  made  of  a  military  man  totdril 
office,  the  case  would  be  diffierent.  Bat  it  dcelces 
that  alter  a  certain  day  no  man  shall  hold  b^^a 
civil  and  military  office.  The  <»aes  which  hid 
been  mentioned  were  not  analogous.  The  ie»> 
val  of  officers  by  disbanding  the  army,  and  tka: 
of  the  judges,  had  been  mentioned.  What  were 
these  cases?  In  both  instances  a  iaw&ad  been 
passed  abolishing  the  establish naent  of  which  tbey 
formed  a  part.  Was  that  the  case  here?  No. 
On  the  contrary  they  were  aboat  to  pas  a  kw 
removing  a  man  from  office,  writhout  abolishiaf 
the  office.  Could  any  gentleman  show  aoy  pow- 
er possessed  by  Congress  of  remoTing^a  mu  fiom 
office  without  abolishing  it  ?  Mr.  8.  said  beslioald 
adhere  to  the  Constitution  in  good  as  well  as  bid 
times,  and  deeming  this  meaaare  a  direct  viob- 
tion  of  it  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Clark  said  the  gentleman  from  Marylud 
had^leclared  the  officer  alluded  to,  a  Constitotioiai 
officer,  created  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  by  Iir. 
He  wished  the  Territorial  law  might  be  reti 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  replied  that  he  had  sud  bo 
such  thing.  He  knew  full  well  that  there  vas  a 
law  for  the  appointment  of  a  GoYernor  of  Loobi- 
ana.  If  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  ^^nn  Uiej 
should  repeal  that  law.  He  had  said  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  under  the  Constitution,  which  \x- 
ing  Constitutionally  made,  there  was  no  pom 
in  the  Legislature  to  remove  him. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  the  objections  raised  by  gea* 
tlemen  to  this  bill  appeared  to  him  very  strange. 
Several  acts  had  been  passed  by  the  L^islsmre 
establishing  various  offices.  Gentlemca  all  ae- 
knowledged  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
destroy  these  offices  by  repealing  the  laws  that 
create  them,  and  yet  tney  deny  that  it  is  in  their 
power  to  modify  them.  It  is  within  the  power 
of  the  Legislature  to  say  that  a  man.  thoogh  ap- 
pointed for  three  years,  shall  vacate  his  ^ceac 
the  expiration  of  one  year.  So  it  is  in  their  powa 
to  say  no  military  officer  shall  be  appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  a  Territory.  If  they  have  power  to  re- 
peal a  law  and  destroy  the  office  created  by  ic 
there  can  be  no  question  of  their  having  the 
power  of  modifying  the  office.  Your  law,  said  3lr. 
C,  constitutes  the  Governors  of  the  Territories 
commandants  of  the  militia.  Surely  then  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  law  to  say  they  shall  no  loader 
be  commandants  of  the  militia.  So  with  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Army,  you  have  a  right  to  destroy  tiie 
office  of  Brigadier  General,  or  to  say  it  shall  not 
be  held  by  a  Governor  of  a  Territory. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  enmity  to  the  person  al- 
luded to.  He  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  him. 
But  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  man  appointed  to  a 
civil  office,  which  was  from  its  nature  local,  ought 
not  to  hold  a  military  office,  which  might  cany 
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him  from  the  place  where  the  first  was  exercised. 
It  had  been  remarked,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  that  this  officer  had  been  appointed 
under  the  Constitution,  by  the  President  and  Sen- 
ite,  and  that  it  would  require  as  ffreat  a  power  to 
repeal  as  to  make  this  provision.  He  agreed  to  the, 
iccuracy  of  this  remark;  but  would  answer  it  by 
stating  that  ihe  proposed  law,  before  it  became 
binding,  would  require  the  concurrence  of  the 
President,  the  Senate,  and  that  House. 

The  House  dividea  on  the  motion  to  print  the 
)ill — yeas  46  nays  52. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  then  moved  to  amend  the 
)ill  by  adding  to  it  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  affect  any  officer 
low  holding  an  office  under  the  Constitution  or  any 
existing  law  of  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  N. 
(ViLLiAMs,  R.  Nelson,  and  Smilib  $  and  opposed 
>y  Messrs.  J.  Randopb,  R.  Whitsbill,  Dawsoii, 
Tackbon,  and  Quinct. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  both  the 
imendment  and  the  bill. 

When  the  question  waa  taken  by  yeas  and 
lays  on  the  proviso,  which  waa  negatived — yeas 
t6,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

Ybab — Joaofdi  Barker,  Barnabas  BidweU,  (George 
V.  Gampbell,  John  Chandler,  Jacob  CrowninshieU, 
Uchard  Catts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  Peter 
Sarly,  James  Elliot,  Wiltiam  Ely,  William  Findley, 
ohn  Fowler,  Silas  fialsey,  John  Hamilton,  Joseph 
jowis,  junior,  William  McCreeiy,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
bnathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah 
tfelson,  Roger  Nelson,  John^  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
lolph,  Peter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
k>uthard,  Joseph  Stanton,  D&vid  Thomas,  Philip  Van 
^orUandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  WhitehiO, 
Sliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Nathan 
Williams. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac 
inderson,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedinger,  John 
Uake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  William  Butler,  Levi 
?asey ,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay, 
4atthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Elias 
Sarle,  Caleb  £l!ii,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Oamett, 
/harles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
}ray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth  Histings,  David  Holmes, 
ohn  G.  Jackson,  Water  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew 
^yon,  Duncan  MacParland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R#  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
borrow,  Thomas  Newton,  junior»  Gideon  Olin,  Tim- 
)thy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Qninqr,  John  Randolph, 
^ohn  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Kbea  of  Tennessee, 
acob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneser 
leaver,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Imith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Iturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  BenjamuEi  Tallmadge,  Philip 
L  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Vbram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
lobert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
ion,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  messi^e  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled 
'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 


of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,'' with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


FaioAT,  April  11. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  in- 
stant, the  memorial  of  Amelia  £ugene  Beaumar- 
chais,  made  a  report^  thereon ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
in  relation  to  sundry  claims  to  land  for  military 
services  rendered  in  the  late  Revolutionary  War, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  nineteenth  of  March, 
one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  ^^An 
act  granting  farther  time  for  locating  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  an 
act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  five,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoBif  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  effect  a  tre&tv  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Chicksaw  trioe  of  Indi- 
ans ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, {presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prbbiosnt 
OF  TB£  United  States,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  returns  last  received  from  the  several  Stafea 
and  Territories.  The  Message  was  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  documents  transmitted  therewith, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Qovernment,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  prescribing  the  ef- 
fect in  each  State  of  the  records  of  judgmenta 
and  decrees  of  the  courts  of  record  of  every  other 
State. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  arose  on  this  bill. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr*  G.  W.  Campbell  to 
postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  was  lost ;  when  it 
waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on 
Monday — yeas  63. 

The  Speaker  Uid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  an 
estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
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for  repairs  of  vessels,  store-rent,  paj  of  armorers, 
freight,  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 'Navy,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  tenth  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  landsthere- 
in  described  ;  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  unap- 
propriated land  within  the  same,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  Alston  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducittff  an  amendmemt,  declaring  that  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  the  cession  act  of  North  Carolina. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Alston, 
»Bd  Alexanobr  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Orsqo^ 
J.  C.  Smith,  and  G.  W.  CampbelLi,  and  disagreed 
to.  yeas  28 ;  when  the  bill  was  passed*— yeas  63, 
Bays  28,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Dsvid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton, 
John  Blake  Jun.,  WilUam  Butler,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, I^vi  Casey,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Olsy,  Mat^ 
liiew  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Esrie,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  6.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Maskers,  William 
McCreeiy,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Gordon  S.  Mumford, 
TimoUiy  Pitkin,  jun^  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsyWanIa,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Pe- 
ter Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  James  Sloan,  John  Smi- 
lie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis.B*  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
Whitehili,  Eliphslet  Wickes,  Alexander  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Bur^ 
well  Bsssett,  George  M»  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Willism  Blackledge,  Thomas  Bknint,  Esra  Darby» 
James  Elliott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Patrick  Magruder,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams,  Marmadttke  Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams, 
Joseph  Winston. 

PLURALITY  OF  OFFICE& 

The  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States  from  holding  or  exer- 
eising  any  civil  office,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Grbgo  said  he  never  found  himself  in-" 
Tolved  in  greater  difficulty.^  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  principle  involved  in  the  bill,  and  yet  he 
could  not  vote  for  its  passaffe.  He  believed  that 
it  was  a  correct  principle  that  civil  and  military 
offices  should  be  kept  distinct,  and  he  wished  the 
Constitution  had  prohibited  the  union.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  individual  on  whom  it  was  mentioned 
yesteiday  this  law  was  to  operate,  he  was  satis- 


fied it  would  be  best  if  he  could  be  remoTed  froQ 
one. of  the  offices  he  held,  and  if  saeh  a  courw 
had  been  pursued,  he  should  have  been  in  fivor 
of  destroying  the  office  of  brigadier  fmenl  to 
?et  rid  of  the  officer.    The  effisct  of  tbis  nsola- 
tion  would  be  to  take  from  a  man  an  office  which 
he  held  under  the  Constitution.     This  power 
they  did  not  possess.    The  only  Constinsioaal 
way  to  effi?ct  the  object  was  to  destroy  the  sice. 
He  would  agree  likewise  to  amend  tbe  Coasiita- 
tion,  so  as  to  declare  the  union  of  civil  and  m^ 
tary  office  incompatible,  or  to  a  law  providing 
that  after  a  certain  time  no  person  should  hoM 
two  such  offices;  and  he  should,  if  praecicabie, 
be  for  doing  away  the  office  of  GrOTemor  of  Lob- 
isiana,  because  ne  believed  the  person  kMing 
that  office  was,  by  his  course  of  proeeedisffs,  pro- 
ducing a  disturbance  in  the  Territory.   But  al- 
though he  entertained  a  faverable  opinioa  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  would  wish  to  remove 
that  gentleman  from  one  of  the  offiees  he  held, 
yet  he  must  vote  against  the  bill,  as  it  west  lo 
the  unconstitutional  remoral  of  an  oflker. 

Mr.  Smilib  thought  the  passa^  of  this  bill  ia- 
v(^ved  a  principle  of  a  very  sertoQs  nature.  As 
to  the  abatraet  principle  involred  in  the  bill  he 
did  not  dispute  its  correctness,  or  that  it  oogbt  to 
have  been  a  part  of  the  Conetitatkm.  Bm  the 
question  was,  whether  they  had  a  riffht  by  a  legis- 
lative act  to  prejudice  any  other  brandi  d  tke 
Qovemment.  They  were  not  in  his  opiatosm^ 
ranted  in  travelling  out  of  their  ovm  sphere  to 
remove  existing  ctus.  There  was  bot  one  w&y 
in  which  the  Constitution  provided  for  tbe  rexao- 
val  of  a  public  officer.  It  says  "  the  Prestdest, 
'  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  Uai- 

*  ted  Slates,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  im- 
'  peachment  for,  and  conviction  of.  treason,  bri- 

*  oery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeaoocs.' 
Here  was  the  true  and  only  sphere  in  which  the 
House  could  move.  If  the  Constitution  did  aoi 
give  the  right  of  removal  in  any  other  way,  it 
did  not  exist,  and  if  they  undertook  by  a  legisla- 
tive act  to  remove  a  man  constitutionally  ap- 
pointed, who  would  pretend  to  say  what  miicbief 
might  not  result  from  it  ?  For  these  teasoos  he 
should  vote  against  the  bilL 

Mr.  CiaiNCT  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  one  of 
the  arguments  Urged  by  gentlemen  aaainst  thb 
bill  was  falUieioo»*— that  which  considered  H  aa 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  Executive.  Thb 
argument  went  on  the  assumption  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  necessarily  sign  the  bill  sent  to  him, 
which  might  or  might  not  be  the  fact.  If  he  ac- 
cedes to  it,  the  argument  of  gentlemen  falls  to  rte 
ground ;  and  if  it  shall  be  returned,  it  wiU  then 
be  time  enough  to  discuss  the  Coostitutioosl 
principle.  With  regard  to  the  general  expediescy 
of  passing  such  a  bill,  the  s^'ongest  argunwsis 
would  be  found  in  favor  of  it  on  the  page  of  J»i»* 
tory.  If  history  proved  anything,  it  was  tkst  the 
condition  of  those  was  most  degraded  who  lived 
under  the  colonial  governments  of  RepobUcs. 
This  was  amply  proved  by  tbe  annals  of  the  Car- 
thaffenian  and  Komao  Republics.  The  territory 
under  contemplation  was  a  kind  of  colonial  gov- 
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eroment,  aod  oii^iu  in  the  coarse^of  time  be  a 
powerful  eDgine  m  the  hands  of  the  Ezeeuiive. 
tie  wished,  therefore,  for  a  separation  of  the  civil 
and  military  powers  which  m^ht  arise  under  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  if  the  question  was  what  was 
most  convenient  or  best,  he  should  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  agreeing  with  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. But  it  rested  on  higher  ground — on 
what  was  Constitutional.  If  he  had  a  right  to 
make  the  Constitution,  he  would  have  no  hesita- 
;ioQ  in  separating  the  civil  and  military  powers. 
But  he  could  not  forget  the  occurrences  which 
lad  taken  place  in  th^  State  he  had  the  honor  to 
-epresent  in  part.  In  that  State  there  bad  been 
but  a  single  branch  of  the  Legislature  without 
my  Executive  veto  on  the  passage  of  the  laws, 
fie  bad  seen  that  Government  destroyed  by 
(weeping  away  the  Executive  power  before  the 
rresistible  authority  of  the  Legislature,  and  he 
lad  seen  the  people  obliged,  from  this  circum- 
Uance,  lO  ffive  up  that  constitution  and  frame  a 
lew  one.  The  measure  uader  consideration  was 
)f  the  same  kind.  The  Constitutional  powers  of 
he  Executive  ought  apt  to  be  encroached  upon, 
inless  the  object  was  to  produce  confusion.  He 
lad  seen  the  effects  of  such  measures,  and  depre- 
sated  them.  You  may.  said  Mr.  S.,  abolish  the 
office,  and  the  officer  falls  with  it,  but  in  no  other 
iray,  while  the  office  continues,  can  you  remove 
he  officer  except  by  impeachment.  Shall  we, 
hen,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  man  who  may  not 
lave  done  right  (and  as  for  myself  I  am  ready 
o  answer  I  have  no  afl^tion  for  the  man)  go  in- 
o  a  new  scene,  the  length  of  which  we  cannot 
bresee?  This  principle  once  established  may 
ead  to  anything;  it  may  lead  to  a  destruction  of 
he  powers  of  the  Executive  altogether.  I  am 
IS  tenacious  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  as 
my  man,  but  I  believe  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
ive  to  be  equally  necessary.  Indeed  I  think  there 
s  more  danger  ta  be  apprehended  from  the  over- 
vbelming  power  of  the  Legislature,  than  from 
he  powers  of  the  Executive.  For  the  Legisla- 
ure  is  so  powerful  that  there  can  be  little  danger 
rf  the  Executive  encroaching  upon  it. 

Mr.  Eppes. — If  I  took  the  same  view  of  the 
iperation  of  this  law  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  I  should  certainly  give  ft  mj  neg- 
itive.  As,  however,  I  voted  for  the  resolution  on 
irhich  it  is  founded,  and  consider  the  law  in  con- 
brmity  with  the  resolution,  I  will  assign,  in  a 
ew  words,  the  reasons  which  will  gorern  my 
rote. 

We  have  been  told  thai;  all  the  deparimc&ta  of 
jk>yernment  are  independent  of  eaeh  other.  No 
nan  denies  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  Let 
IB  not  interfere  with  the  Constitutional  rights  of 
be  other  departments,  nor  abandon  oor  own. 
The  Executive  has  by  the  Constitution  the  right 
\i  nominating  for  office  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  whether  an  officer  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
NT  not.  This  being  a  Constitutional  right,  he 
certainly  cannot  be  deprived  of  it  by  law ;  the 
'ight  remains,  and  may  be  exercised  if  the  law 
[Msses ;  the  law  merely  severs  the  eivil  and  mili- 
tary offices,  and  leaves  the  military  officer  to  de- 


cide whether  he  will  vacate  his  military  command 
by  holding  or  accepting  a  civil  office ;  the  Exec* 
utive  will  have  the  same  right  to  appoint — the 
individual  will  have  the  same  right  to  accept  the 
civil  office  as  heretofore,  but  the  acceptance  va- 
cates his  command  in  the  Army  or  Navy.  If, 
then,  the  Executive  right  to  appoint,  and  the 
right  of  the  officer  to  accept,  remains  after  the 
passage  of  this  law,  how  can  gentlemen  contend 
that  the  Constitutional  right  of  appointment  is 
narrowed  ?  All  the  difficulty  on  the  present  occa- 
sion arises  from  the  law  being  made  to  bear  on 
the  Constitutional  right  of  appointment.  It  ia 
intended  to  operate  only  on  offices  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  which  are  created  by  law,  to  the  tennre 
of  which  we  may  annex  such  conditions  as  the 
poUic  good  may  require.  Under  the  Constitu- 
tion we  have  a  right  to  prescribe  rales  for  the 
government  of  the  Army  or  Navy,  in  passing 
this  law  we  add  a  new  clause  to  the  articles  of 
war,  vis:  That  an  officer  of  the  Army  or  Nayy 
shall  not  hold  or  accept  a  eWil  office.  Do  j^ntle- 
men  really  suppose  that  we  have  no  right  to 
make  this  rule?  If  we  can  say  that  an  officer 
shall  Qot  get  drunk,  that  he  shall  have  short  hair, 
a  coat  of  a  certain  form ;  that  he  shall  not  absent 
himself  from  his  dut]^;  or  if  we  can  ia  fact  an- 
nex any  other  condition  calculated  to  insure  to 
the  public  his  services,  whv  may  we  m^t  declare 
by  law  that  he  shall  not  nold  or  accept  a  civil 
office,  he  shall  forfeit  his  military  command  1 
The. public  welfare  is  the  basis  of'^the  rules  for 
the  govemment'of  the  Army  and  Navy ;  we  have 
a  right  to  prescribe  sttch  r«ues  as  the  public  good 
requires,  and  it  is  oor  duly  to  establish  such  aa 
will  insure  to  us  the  services  of  our  military  offi- 
cers iathat  station  to  which  they  are  appointed. 
Bat  we  are  told  we  are  abbut  to  remove  from 
office  a  civil  officer  by  law.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  read  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  provides  for  the  removal  of  civil 
officers  b]r  impeachijient.  This  law  is  not  to  ope- 
rate on  civil  but  on  military  officers;  civil  officersy 
it  is  true,  are  removed  by  impeachment — military 
officers  by  such  forms  as  we  think  proper  to  pre- 
scribe by  law,  the  operation  of  this  law  will  be 
precisely  the  same  with  any  other  new  rule  pre- 
scribed for  the  government  of  the  Army  or  Navy. 
Suppose  we  were,  to  pass  a  law  that  any  officer 
found  drunk  after  the  Ist  of  July  next  shall  for- 
feit his  office — his  having  been  drunk  before  would 
not  subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  the  law — but 
bis  being  drunk  after  the  first  of  July  next  would 
deprive  him  of  his  office.  Apply  thiato  the  case 
of  a  civil  officer.  An  officer  of  the  Army  or 
Navy  having  accepted  a  civil  office,  or  holding  a 
civil  office,  does  not  at  present  vacate  his  military 
office ;  the  reason  is  obvious — there  is  no  law 
against  it.  If,  however,  after  the  first  of  July 
next,  he  accepts  or  continues  to  hold  a  civil  office, 
he  forfeits  his  military  command  under  the  new 
article  of  war  which  this  law  establishes.  The 
law  severs  the  two  offices,  declares  them  incom- 
patible with  each  other,  and  leaves  the  individual 
free  to  make  his  election.  Ae  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  the  civil  and  military  ought  to  be  sep* 
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arate  and  distinct,  I  ha^  no  doabt.  If  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  the  law  ought  to  extend  to  all 
cases,  not  only  such  as  may  hereafter  arise,  but 
to  those  which  at  present  exist. 

Mr.  Stanford  supported,  and  Messrs.  Find- 
ley  and  Sloan  opposed  the  bill ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  'the  passage 
of  the  bill — yeas  64,  nays  34,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — WiUis  Alston,  Isaac  Anderson,  Burwell  Bsb- 
sett,  George  M.  fiedinger,  Silas  Betton,  John  Blake,  jr., 
Thomar  Blount,  William  Bntler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Clai- 
borne, Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Earie,  Peter  Early,  James  EUiot, 
Caleb  EUis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Peterson  Goodw3rn,  Edwin  Chay,  8eth  Hast- 
ings, David  Holmes,  John  6.  Jackscm,  Waker  Jones, 
Michael  Lieb,  MatUiew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
TThomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gux^ 
don  8.  Mumf<ttd,  Thomas  Newton,  jr^  Gideon  Olin, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randoph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stur* 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin^Tallmadge,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  IVacy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexan- 
der Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid-, 
well  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowiiinshield,  Richard 
Cutto,  Ezra  Darfoy,  Ebeneser  Ehner,  William  Fisd^ 
ley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Greenj 
James  Kelly,  William  McCreery,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Ten* 
nessee,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiUy,  Ebeneair  Seaver, 
James.  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  PhiUp  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  WhitehtU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke 
Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  to  the  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts,  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States;  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the 
public  debt — made  a  report. 

The  House  took  up  this  report,  which  recom- 
mended to  the  House  the  receding  from  their 
amendment,  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the^original 
bill  which  authorized  the  appointment  of  an  agent, 
with  power  to  make  purchases  of  the  public  debt 
by  open  purchase,  ana  allowing  him  one  quarter  of 
one  per  cent,  on  all  purchases  made  by  him. 

A  short  debate  tooK  place  on  receding — Messrs. 
J.  Clay,  and  dnmcY  supported;  and  Mr.  J.  C- 
Smith  opposed  receding — which  was  disagreed 
to— yeas  35,  nays  38. 

When,  on  motion  ofMr.  J.  Randolph,  theHouse 
resolved  to  insist  on  their  amendment. 


SATuauAY*  April  12. 
Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aoa  Means,  to  whom  were  referred,  yesterday,  the 


amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  makiof  ip- 
propriations  for  the  support  of  Ooveroment,  fa 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  iDade 
a  report  thereon :  Whereupon, 

IcMhed,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  tbe£n( 
of  the  said  amendments. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  disa^toall 
other  of  the  said  amendments,  and  desire  leon- 
ferenee  with  the  Senate  on  the  subjeet-BiBtr 
thereof;  and  do  appoint  Mr.  Jobsph  Cut, Mr. 
MoBELY,  and  Mr.  Roobr  Nelson,  maoigesit 
the  said  conference,  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Comoittttof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  further  approprii- 
tion  towards  completing  the  south  wio^  ot  tht 
Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington.  Tfce  Ml 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto;  whkk 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  tiic  ime&d- 
ment,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time u>4ay. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Seiute,eo- 
titled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Ro«lL' 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendmeot.  a&d 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committeeef 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  approprittioosfir 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties.  Tk 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  aodofderd 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Ufor 
day  next. 

The  Housie  resolved  itself  into  a  Comminttof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriatioDsfQi| 
csrrrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  UoiM 
Statesand  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians.  Thebul 
was  reported  with  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bf 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameoi- 
ments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comiaiftee<^ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  claims  f^^ 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amendmenB 
thereto  j  which  were  severally  twice  read,  m 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  . 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  oa 
Monday  next. 

An  engrosaied  bill  making  further  proTisioo^ 
wards  completing  the  south  wing  oi  the  CaM 
at  the  City  of  Washinglon,  was  read  the  thud 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ia 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  aale  of  ee^ 
tain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  1^^ 
ritory. 

The  bill  suspends  the  sale  of  lands  on  wm^ 
stalments  are  due,  until  the  first  of  October  oeti. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon  io  extend  the  tiffituu 
February  the  first,  Was  lost  •  .. 

The  Cfommittee  rose,  and  reported  the  hiil  witfl- 
out  amendment,  which  was  read  a  third  time  aao 
passed— yeas  66. 
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COURTS  OF  REeORD. 

A  bill  prescribing  the  effect  in  each  State,  of 
;he  recoras  of  jadgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
)f  records  Of  every  other  State,  was  read  the  third 
ime. 

Messrs.  Kelly  and  Rhea  of  Tennessee  opposed 
ts  passage ;  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
»ill  passe4^yeas  67,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Evan  Alexander,  WIUIb  Alston,  jun.,  laaac 
k.ndexBon,  Joaeph  Barker,  Borwell  Bauett,  Barnabas 
lidwell,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
ohn  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
ohn  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
'ohn  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  EUasEarle,  Peter 
Sarly,  James  EUiot,  Caleb  EUis,  WSfiam  Ely,  William 
''indley,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson 
voodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings, 
>ayid  Houghs  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
!jewis,  jr.,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magrtider, 
Robert  Marion,  WilHam  McCreery,  Nicholas  B.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jarmniah  Monow,  John  Morrow,  Gurr 
Ion  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy 
Aitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob 
lichards,  Peter  Sailiy,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
^ohn  Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  8mit|i,  Heniy  Southard, 
rhomas  Spalding,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Ten- 
ley,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W. 
rhompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Y  amum,  PelegWads- 
vorth,  John  Whitehill,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard 
^inn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Georgre  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Matthew 
^lay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby^  Charles  Goldb- 
loroDgh,  Andrew  Gregg,  James  Kelly,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Sehuneman, 
fohn  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Killian  %. 
iTan  Rensselaer,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphal^t  Wickes, 
ind  Alexander  Wilson.' 

PROTECTION  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 

The  House  went  intoa  Committeeof  the  Whole 
>n  the  bill  concerning  the  further  safeguard  of 
nerchaot  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United 
States.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  was  read  as 
bllows : 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  an4  Ihtue  of  Repre- 
\entatives  of  the  united  States  cf  America,  in  Con^ 
XrcM  aMcmbkd,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Pr»- 
rident  of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it 
expedient,  to  prohibit  tlbs  exercisa  of  hostilities  against 
merchant  Teasels  in  any  of  the  roads,  or  places  of  an- 
chorage, near  Ae  ports  and  harbon  of  the  United  States, 
ind  also  in  any  of  the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  princ^ 
ieadlands  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  re* 
juire  all  foreign  armed  ships,  or  Tessels  of  whatever  de- 
icription,  to  abstain  firom  seising,  annoying,  or  molest- 
ing, any  merchant  Tessels,  within  any  of  the  spaces 
uid  precincts  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Cro.whinshibld  moved  to  amend  the  sec-> 
tion  b]r  extending  the  contemplated  protection  to 
'* American  citizens  or  other  persons.'' 

Mr.  Dana  considered  the  amendment  aoperflu- 
ous,  as  the  section  provided  against  molesting  mer- 
chant vessels;  he  was  of  opioion  that  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  would  be  a  mdestation. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSRiEtD  held  a  difierent  opinion  as 
to  the  construction  of  the  section — which  only  pro- 
vided against  molesting  merchant  vessds. 


Mr.  Ely  expressed  himself  of  the  same  opinion 
with  Mr.  Dana. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Crownin- 
8HIEL0  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  submitted 
it  under  a  new  modification ;  in  which  shape  it 
was  disagreed  to,  under  the  idea  that  it  was  su- 
perfluous. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaokson,  the  section  was  so 
amended,  as  to  apply  the  provision  to  all  vesseb 
whatever. 

After  some  other  amendments,  the  committee 
n»e,  and  the  bill  as  amended  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  ordered  ton  third  reading  on  Monday. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Ifavy  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  J.  p.  Smith  moved  to  recommit  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  provision  for  completing 
the  marine  barracu  at  tne  City  of  Washington, 
the  amount  of  expense  attending  which,  he  un- 
derstood, had  been  already  partly  expended. 

Mr.  CoNBAD  hoped  the  oiU  would  not  be  re- 
committed, as  he  believed  the  provision  unnecea- 
sary,  and  as  it  had  been  struck  out  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said,  he  presumed  if  the  ex- 
pense had  been  already  incurred,  the  House  would 
not  object  to  providing  for  it.    . 

Mr.  CluiNOT  said,  he  had  received  like  informa- 
tion. He  had  not  conversed  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  had  with  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  had  found  them  all  of  opinion  that 
this  item  ought  to  be  restored.  He  understood 
that  a  part  ofthe  sum  had  been  already  expended. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  having  ob- 
tained— yeas  54 — the  House  went  into  a  Commit- 
tee ofthe  Whole,  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  CiJiT  observed,  that  since  the  House  had 
agreed  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  completing 
the  'barracks,  he  had  understood  that  more  money 
had  betti  applied  to  this  purpose  than  had  been 
appropriated^  and  that  it  hao  been  drawn  from 
the  private  funds  of  one  of  the  officers,  under  an 
understanding  with  tiie  Head  of  the  Department. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  restore  the  item  '^for 
completing  the  marine  barracks  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  should  not  make 
any  objection  to  this  motion.  He  would  only 
eaU  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  regard  they 
had  heretofore  manifested  to  specific  appropria- 
tions, under  the  hope  that  somethiuff  would  be 
done  to  circumscribe  contingenciea.  He  believed 
that  this  particular  sum  had  been  expended  maoh 
to  the  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Leib  said,  he  was  not  very  fond  of  making 
appropriations  in  this  way — for  particular  officers 
to  run  into  unauthorized  expenditures,  and  then 
to  call  on  Confess  to  make  ffood  the  deficiency. 
Is  this  a  provision  for  completing  the  honse  for 
the  commandant  1  Is  that  the  marine  barracks  ? 
If  not,  then  under  what  appropriation  is  it  made? 
Is  it  under  that  of  contingencies?  Look  at  the 
buildings  at  the  navy  yard ;  is  all  this  ezpense  in- 
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curred  oot  of  the  cootiogent  fund  1  .  If  it  is  not, 
it  is  Dot  authorized  by  law.  Mr.  L.  said,  be  did 
not  know  that  he  should  make  any  objection  to 
this  item ;  but  he  thought  it  full  time  to  check 
this  loose  mode  of  procedure. 

Mr.  R.  Nblbon  said,  he  did  not  understand  the 
force  of  the  reasoning  of  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania.  Bath  had 
made  a  great  show  of  liberality,  by  8ayin|f  they 
would  not  oppose  this  particular  appropriation, 
at  the  same  that  they  condemned  the  covne  of 
poceeding,  and  represented  the  eoantry  as  cry- 
wg  aloud  at  this  kind  of  expenditure,  before  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  cover  it.  He  believed, 
however,  that  it  was  almost  next  to  impossible 
that  the  money  should  be  misapplied.  The  esti- 
mates were  made^  the  money  appropriated ;  and 
when,  in  the  application  of  it,  either  from  the  rise 
of  materials,  or  other  unexpected  circumstances, 
thejr  found  a.  particular  object  unfinished,  was 
it  right  to  suffer  it  to  be  exposed  to  the  weather, 
and  not  done  for  the  want  af  a  few  thousand 
dollars;  and  like  a  young  spendthrift,  only  half 
build  his  bouse,  and  let  it  fall  in  ruins  ?  Mr.  N. 
said,  he  should  rather  suppose  the  gentleman  de* 
served  credit  for  asking  a  less  sum  than  was  ne- 
cessary, and  trusting  to  the  honor  of  Congress  to 
supply  any  deficiency  that  might  arise. 

it  had  been  inquired,  if  the  expense  of  this  build- 
ing was  not  paid  out  of  the  continent  fund  ?  Mr. 
N.  said,  he  did  not  know  how  this  was;  but  he 
did  know  that  a  fte^t  part  of  the  work  bad  becm 
done  by  the  soldiery ;  and  for  that  he  thought  the 
officer  deserved  the  applause  of  the  House  and 
the  nublic,  instead  of  their  censure. 

Mr.  D.  K.  Williams  said,  he  had  not  dropt  any 
such  expression  as  had  been  intimated.  He  had 
felt  no  censure ;  he  bad  expressed  none.  If  he 
had  expressed  any  opinion  of  this  <^cer,  it  was 
that  this  sum  had  been  economically  expended. 
He  observed  that  much  noise  had  oeen  hereto- 
fore made  about  expenses  incurred  before  an  ap- 
propriation for  them ;  and  he  was  much  misia- 
ken  if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nil- 
son)  had  not  assisted  in  making  it. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  he  was  in  flivor  of'  this  appro- 

Sriation.  But  he  believed  the  gentleman  (rem 
louth  Carolina  was  correct  in  saying  that  much 
noise  had  heretofore  been  made  about  adhering 
to  specific  appropriations.  He  had,  however,  never 
had  much  faith  m  this  doctrine.  And  as  to  the 
Navy,  especially,  he  believed  the  thing  was  unat- 
tainable; and  lees  money  was  rehired  for  sen- 
eral  than  for  specific  appropriations.  He  believ- 
ed, however,  tnat  there  need  not  be  much  talk  on 
this  appropriation,  when  they  had  recently  made 
an  appropriation  of  two  millions  of  dollars  with- 
out any  specification  of  the  object. 

The  question  was  then  pnt^  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  Clat  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  wished  so  to 
modify  that  part  of  the  bill  which  appropriated 
four  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  '*for  repair  of  vessels,  store  rent, 
pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and  other  contingent  ex- 
peases,"  as  to  separate  the  itesM;  to  give  ths  De« 


partment  all  it  asked,  bot  fix  a  particolir  iqdio 
each  item.  He  held,  he  said,  the  report  of  tbe  See- 
retarv  of  the  Navy  in  his  hand,  and  if  be  vasdn* 
posed  to  be'  ill-natured,  he  could  make  i  budle 
of  it.  But  his  opposition  was  to  the  systeo,  sof 
to  the  man ;  for,  if  he  was  correctly  ioforawLtie 
motives  on  which  the  gentleman  went  iBtooice 
were  honorable  to  him.  To  gain  bit  o^k 
would  move  to  strike  out  this  piovisioo. 

Mr.  CoNRAo  opposed  the  motion,  and  reasM 
that  the  expenditure  noder  one  item  mifliti|l 
short  of  the  sum  appropriated,  which  would  reqain 
that  the  deficiency  snould  be  made  up  from  thi 
suri^us  of  another. 

Mr.  Dam  A  said,  this  amendt&ent  wu  winotfld 
by  the  former  usage  of  the  House,  aB^t&efflo- 
sageof  the  President  of  the  United  Suiei.  At 
the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Coagr«itkPte»' 
ideat  had  observed  thai-* 


**  In  •ur  eare^  toe,  of  the  poblie  ( 
to  onr  dirsettOD,  it  woald  be  pmdsnt  to  aalapljknin 
against  their  diasipatioB,  by  appfefiriatiBf  ipKificiiai 
to  every  spedfie  pnrpose  siisoeptible  sf  ddbutia;  bf 
disallowing  mil  applications  of  moaev,  vsi^  fr*  ^ 
appropriation  in  object,  or  tranerending  it  in  mmS,^ 
Tsaaoing  the  undefiood  field  of  oontinssiuMii  •■^  ^ 
by  dreamsaribing  discretionary  powsis  owr  noief*" 

Thb  opinion  had  been  giren  five  fetnifo; 
and  they  might  now  infer  that  it  had  beeoliow 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  is  to  liie 
military  or  naval  service.  Mr.  D.  said,  kreon- 
sidered  the  gentleman  frook  South  Carollus 
brinffing  up  this  questioo  directly  before  theHooej 
\fm  you  adhere  to  specific  approprittioos,  or  vill 
you  abandon  them  7  Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  o<fe 
been  m  favor  of  them  in  relation  to  (he  Xa^o 
Army. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  that,  like  the  gstiitm 
fVom  South  Carolina,  he  haii  been  verf  eirif  u 
favor  of  specific  appropriations.  The  aessaft 
which  had  been  rea4,  was  founded  '^^S^^ 
and  met  his  approbation ;  but  ithadoer?'^ 
intended  to  apply  the  recommendatioas  it  €<|^ 
tained  to  such  a  case  as  this ;  and  it  wasuwlj 
impossible  to  make  the  navy  efitcieot  if  ^^^ J^ 
sp«K:ifioatioa  were  to  be  made.  DidthegeQi^ 
man  know  how  the  accounts  of  the  public  fesKB 
at  a  disunce  were  kept?  He  bad  gs'O^^ 
information  on  this  point  from  navy  oeo.  i>* 
vessels  in  the  Medilertaneaa  were  exposed  to  n- 
rious  expenses.  The  captain  drew  a  bill  oa  ^e 
navy  agent  in  London,  or  at  some  other  pw*- 
This  tree  sent  to  the  Secreury  of  the  NirytV^ 
did  not  know  for  what  the  amoaat  had  btn^ 
pended,  till  the  vessel  retamed  lo  the  uaiw 
States,  when  the  account  was  settled.  ^^ 
was  impossible  for  them,  sitting  here  io  "j^ 
ington,  to  tell  for  what  the  amounts  of  ^hcf^ 
bad  been  expended.  If  they  appropriated  tff^ 
cally  for  every  object  of  expenditure,  tb«  'J*J 
sum  for  each  object  must  lie,  although  fi"^ 
for  another  object,  for  which  a  sufficieotfl>&^ 
not  been  appropriated.  Thus  much,  r^°'!^ 
be  done,  must  remain  undone;  for,  r  vjt 
money  enough  might  have  been  ftpp'^"|!v'-. 
could  not  be  got  at  for  the  porposc  for  wiu» 
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67as  wanted.  This  result  woald  be  inevitable. 
Besides,  in  military  affairs,  it  was  impossible  to 
salcolate  with  precision.  Ten  thousand  things 
migbt  arise  which  could  not  be  anticipated  bv 
Lny  human  wisdom.  It  followed  that,  althougn 
in  adherence  to  specific  appropriations  was  highly 
iesirabie  in  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable,  as 
D  meeting  civil  expenses,  yet  that,  for  military 
Yurposes,  tney  must  necessarily  go  on  in  the  old 
vay. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
dr.  D.  R.  Williams,  which  was  disagreed  to— 
'eas  32,  nays  51-^when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
eported  the  bill,  which  was  passed  without  a  di- 
dsion. 

[The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
he  Navy,  alluded  to  in  the  above.] 

Navt  DbfabtxxVt»  Apfil  U,  1806. 

Sib  :  In  oompliaziiae  with  the  resolntion  of  ths  House 
Kf  RepresentatiTes,  I  herewith  tnammit  to  you^to  be  hud 
wfore  them,  paper  A,  whidi  ipeeifiea  the  severai  sums  of 
aoney,  respectively,  wanted  Ibr  repairs  of  veaaels,  for 
itore  rent,  for  pay  of  armorers,  for  freight,  and  for  con- 
ingent  ezpenaes  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1806. 

The  estimate  for  lepaurs,  as  well  as  for  the  other 
terns  in  this  statement,  is  obviously  altogether  eonjec- 
ural.  Universal  experience  has  ascertained  that  prao- 
ical  men,  however  conversant  in  naval  architecture, 
:an  form  no  precise  opinion  ftom  any  previous  survey 
^f  a  ship  requiting  repair  of  consequence,  as  to  the  ex- 
ent  and  cost  of  such  repair.  The  sum  stated  as  ne- 
«88aiy  may  not,  and  I  hope  will  not,  be  wanted.  In 
mch  case,  it  of  course  will  not  be  expended.  But  I. 
lave  deemed  it  expedient  to  estimate  for  the  laigelt 
lum  that  I  have  reason  to  apprehend,  in  any  state  of 
lungs,  may  be  raquired.  Tlus  I  have  done  ai  a  meas- 
m  of  precaation,  and  under  an  impreasion  that,  at  all 
unes,  and  especially  ^X  a  crisis  like  the  present,  all  the 
rigates  and  ciher  vessels  of  the  Navy  ought  to  be  com- 
»ietely  prepared  for  senrioe  at  any  mosMnt  Govem- 
aent  may  have  occasion  for  them. 

I  am,  respectliinjr,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBERT  SMITH; 

Hon.  NATSAirixL  Macov. 

SrfwiMrfe  ofihs  WW  nuu&m/y  to  be  approprintid  for 
npain  ofoetethy  Hon  rent, pay  o/tarmorerw^freight, 
and  eontmgent  esfpentee  i/  the  Navy,  for  the  year 
1806,  prepared  m  obedienu  to  the  reeolutkn  of  the 
House  ofR^freemtathes  of  the  lO^A  AprU,  1806  .* 

For  repabs  of  vessels— This  item  eomprises  the  ex- 
lense  of  procuring  the  necessary  timber,  masts,  yards, 
topper,  iron*  an^ors,  cables,  standing  and  running 
iggiiig,  canvass,  dec,  the  making  and  repairing  the  ne- 
lessary  boats  of  a  ship,  water  casks,  dice,  and  the  pro- 
Bssional  and  manual  labor^  required  for  the  purpose  of 
apairing,  and  keeping  in  repair,  all  the  vessels  of  what- 
ever description,  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 

Hates -   303,300 

Tot  store  rent,  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Uni>- 

ted  States,  and  elsewhere,  ...  3,500 
for  pay  of  armorers    ...        -        -  650 

P'or  freight — This  item  comprises  the  expense 
of  transporting,  in  the  United  States,  and 
from  the  United  Sutes  to  the  Mediterrane- 
an, timb^y  masts,  yards,  plank,  cordage, 


canvass,  powder,  ball,  beef,  pork,  floor,  bread, 
spirits,  molasses,  peas,  suet,  butter,  and  ev- 
ery other  description  of  articles  required, 
either  for  the  repsirs  of  vessels,  or  the  main- 
tenance of  the  crews  of  vessels  -  -  -  60,000 
For  contingent  expenses — This  item  com- 
prises commissions  to  agents  in  foreign 
countries  and  the  United  States,  officers' 
travelling  expenses,  the  expense  of  nsuti- 
cal  instruments,  chests,  books,  models,  draw- 
ings, signals,  lanterns,  lamps,  oil,  foel,  can- 
dles, hammocks,  trumpets,  glass,  cisterns, 
cans^  mess  kids,  buckets,  axes,  gridirons, 
tea  kettles,  shoveb,  tongs,  charcoal,  sulphur, 
saltpetre,  fire  engines,  bread  bags,  and  an 
infinite  variety  of  other  sudi  articles  -       -   '  46,000 
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Monday,  April  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  piassed. 

An  eni^rossed  biU  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  ^he  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  eighth  instant,  fixing  a  day  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
with  an  amendment;  to  whioh  they  desire  the 
con currenceofth is  House.  The  Senate  have  agreed 
to  the  conference  desired  by  this  House  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  amendments  depending  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qo7- 
ment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^ 
six,"  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 
The  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled^** An  act 
authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  Slates,"  with  an  amendment ;  to  which 
thev  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution 
fixing  a  aay  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  the  said  amendment 
being  to  strike  out  the  words  '* Wednesday,  the 
sixteenth,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  words 
Monday,  the  twenty-first,"  was,  on  the  qu^tioa 
pot  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  eommoiucattog  information  in 
relation  to  our  affairs  with  Tunis.  The  Message 
was  resd,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  ^eRns. 

PROTECTION  OP  MERCHANT  YESSELa 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  further  safe- 
guard of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on 
the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  87,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

YsAB^ Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Ba» 
ker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jr.|  Thomas  Blunt,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Caasy 


102T 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBESS. 


im 


H.  OP  R» 


PubiicDebt. 


Apjul,  1806. 


WillUm  Ely,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Sath 
Hastings,  David  Hoiigfa,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelsont  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  /osiah  Quincy,  John  Buasell,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Tagf  art,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  Samud  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Tho- 
mas W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and 
Nathan  WilMams. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  makisff  prorisioft  for  the  redemp^ 
tionof  the  whole  public  deht  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  VAiiMnM  isonsidered  the  objects  contempla- 
ted by  this  bill  too  important,  and  the  subject  too 
abstrtise,  to  be  likely,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  command  that  attention  they  merited ;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise, 
with  a  view  to  postponing  the  farth^  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  next  session. 

Messrs.  Tallmauos  and  CIuinct  supported,  and. 
Messrs.  J.  Clay  and  J.  Randolph  opjposed  this 
motion,  which  was  disamed  to—yeas  32,  nays  42 ; 
when  the  bill  was  considered  by  sections,  and  some 
progress  made  in  it,  when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
nad  leave  to  sit  again. 

TuESDAT,  April  15. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^Aa  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  States:"  Whereupon, 

R^otw^  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
eltena  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial Courts,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '|An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  tne  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  VU,  entitled 
**An  act  suppleinentary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  Courts :  Whereopott} 

Buolved^  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amend  meats. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act 
for  the  reffulation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  twice  and  eonimitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
othe  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  appropriations 
or  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one 


thousand  eigpht  hundred  and  six,"  niade  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  oo  the 
Uble. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  (he  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  aiTaB|enieot 
proposed  by  the  joint  eomioittee  of  ceamnce 
touchittff  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Grovemroent  for  the  year  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  six ;"  they  recede  frooi 
their  fourth,  sixth,  seventh^  eighth,  tenth,  aad 
twelfth,  and  insist  on  their  nfth,  ninth,  elevenih, 
thirteenth,  four  teen  th|  and  fifteeftth  amendmeati 
to  the  said  bill. 

The  House  ^^oceeded  to  consider  the  said  mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

Retohed,  That  this  House  do  recede  iron  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  insiated  on  by 
the  Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendment  and 
modification  of  all  the  other  amendmenu  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  td 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  treaty  condnded 
with  the  Piankeshaw  Indians,  for  extingoishiaf 
their  claim  to  the  country  between  the  Wabaal 
and  Kaskaskia  cessions. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  tW 
treaty  transmitted  therewith,  refemd  to  the  Con- 
mi  ttee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  at 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled ^^An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compeiisstiaa 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  bill  mi 
exported  with  several  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments^  tqgcikr 
with  the  bill,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolpb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  hill  repealing  the 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continatngia  fores 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  ^et,  en- 
titled ^An  act  further  to  protect  the  eooineree 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoaae  to- 
morrow. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  the  foUov- 
inff  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarj; 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

TasAsvav  DBPAamirr,  Aprii  1&,  1806. 

6ia:  In  answer  to  the  reqnest  Contained  in  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  M 
instant,  I  have  the  honer  respcxtfnlly  to  sute,  that  **m 
implication  has  been  made  to  draw  money  fren  thf 
Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floiidas  before  en  ip 
propriation  made  by  law  for  that  pnipoee.'' 

The  circumstances  whidi  may  have  prodnced  ta 
impression  that  snch  an  application  had  HMen  nnk, 
being  urieonneeted  witili  any  matter  pertsming  t»  tbe 
duties  of  the  oflke  of  Seeivtsiy  of  the  Trearay,  ere 
not  prasnmed  to  oome  within  the  scope  of  the  iafeana- 
tion  reoeived  from  this  Depaitment  by  the  Heese. 

I  have  the  hopor  to  be,  with  great  jespoct,  m,  yov 
obedient  aervanty 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  the firsAKBa^lfte  Home  rf 
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DEFENGB  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORa   . 

The  House  resolved  itself  iDto  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole  on  the  bill  *'  for  fortifying  the  ports 
md  harbors  of  th«  United  States,  and  for  building 
[UD  boats." 

The  first  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

Ssc.  1.  Thst  a  sum  of  money  not  ezcoediBg  9150,- 
00,  in  addition  to  the  eums  heretofore  appropriated, 
!iall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  enable 
ie  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  ports 
nd  harbors  of  the  Uriited  States  to  be  bet^r  fortified 
ad  protected. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMB  mored  to  strike  oat  the 
irst  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McCreery. — Mr.  Chairman :  I  shall  not 
nly  vote  against  striking  out  the  first  section  of 
bis  bill,  but  mean  to  renew  the  motion  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  by  the  gentleman^ from 
(Virginia,  (Mr.  Dawson,)  to  appropriate  $500,000 
or  the  building  of  three  frigjates. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  present 
insettled  state  of  Europe,  the  great  and  growing 
mportance  of  our  commecce,  and  the  defenceless 
tate  it  is  in,  can  any  man  think  of  lessening  the 
ery  small  protection  afibrded  to  it  hj  the  nation? 
Vill  our  constituents  not  be  shocked  at  the  small 
ttention  that  is  paid  to  such  an  immense  property? 
Sir,  the  stake  is  too  great  to  be  trifled  with.  Ae- 
ording  to  the  report  laid  on  your  table  a  few  days 
go  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our  exports 
mounted  to  upwards  of  ninety-fi?e  millions  of 
oUars  for  the  last  year,  but  as  they  commonl)(| 
zceed  our  exports,  both  together  must  amount  to 
learly  two  hundred  millions,  to  which  I  add,  for 
ne  million  tons  of  shipping,  fif|y  millions,  which 
ives  an  active  property  of  near  two  hundred  and 
ifty  millions  of  dollars  belonging  to  our  fellow- 
itizens;  the  greater  part  of  which  b  almost  con- 
tantly  exposed  to  depredations. 

Now,  sir,  according  to  an  estimation  which  I 
lave  made  of  fifteen  per  centjeain  on  our  imports 
nd  exports,  and  of  twenty  dollars  per  ton,  carried 
nnualiy  by  our  shipping,  it  appears  that  our  toer- 
hants  ha?e  brought  more  wealth  into  the  nation 
1st  year,  than  all  our  native  produce  and  man- 
ifactures,  which  were  exported  the  same  year, 
mounted  to«  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  good  sense 
nd  candor  of  this  House,  wnether  it  is  consistent 
rith  the  duty  we  owe  oujr  constituents  to  abajndon 
ach  an  interest. 

When  this  subject  of  our  carrying  trade,  as  it  is 
ailed,  was  lately  before  the  House,  some  gentle- 
men gave  it  credit  for  about  $800,000.  which 
rose  from  the  system  of  debentures.  Tne  same 
tem  in  the  last  report  is,  I  believe,  stated  at  one 
Qillion  and  a  halt.  But  this,  sir,  in  comparison 
0  the  other  immense  advantages  of  our  trade,  I 
ionsider  as  mere  drippings  in  tne  pan;  and  I  only 
neotion  it  now  in  order  to  show  to  the  House  the 
nanner  in  which  it  arises,  because  it  will  be  a 
lomplete  refutation  of  all  those  little  insinuations 
ind  gross  charges  lately  uttered  on  this  floor 
igainst  that  part  of  the  community. 

Agreeably  to  the  system  of  drawback,  all  goods 
mported,  which  pay  a  duty,  are  entitled  to  deben- 


ture on  being  re-exported,  provided  they  remain 
in  the  same  package,  and  are  not  altered.  There- 
fore, if  a  merchant  on  examining  his  goods,  which 
he  commonly  does,  is  tempted  to  dispose  of  a  piece 
of  linen,  a  pair  of  gloves,  or  a  piece  of  ribbon,  he 
loses  the  drawbacE  on  the  entire  package;  and, 
therefore,  because  he  will  not  take  a  false  oath, 
the  nation  ^ins  these  sums  of  money. 

I  know,  sir,  that  custom-house  oaths  are  prover- 
bial in  Europe;  but  they  are  not  so  here  yet;  and 
I  think  it  wUl  depend  on  this  House  that  they 
never  shall. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  great  extent  of  our 
trade,  we  have  th^  means  of  extending  it  much 
further  from  oUr  increased  circulating  medium; 
and  this  will  certainly  take  place  should-  Europe 
remain  in  its  present  situation.  It,  therefore,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  wisdom  in  this  House  to  afibrd 
to  our  commerce  the  necessary  protection  it  re- 
quires. So  much  wealth  pouring  in  will  soon 
lower  the  interest  of  mdney.  Banks  are  multi- 
plying, but  their  dividends  are  lessening  so  fast, 
that  tnese  riches  must  soon  be  applied  to  agricul- 
ture and  to  manufactures. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  which  was  disagreed  to— ayes  20. 

Mr.  MASTfias  moved  a  new  section,  appropri- 
ating a  sum  not  exceeding  ——  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
port  and' harbor  of  New  York  to  be  better  fortified 
and  protected. 

Mr.  Smilie  opposed  the  motion,  under  the  lm« 
pression  that  no  sum  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
give  would  accomplish  this  olgect. 

Various  motions  were  made  to  incorporate  in 
the  section  a  provision  for  fortifying  the  several 
ports  of  Charleston,. Norfolk,  New  Orleans,  Balti- 
more, and  Georgetown. 

Mr.  (^iNCY. — Mr.  ChavrmHn^  eentlemen  seem 
disposed  to  treat  this  subject  lightly,  and  to  in- 
dulge themselves  in  pleasantries  on  a  question 
very  serious  to  the  commercial  cities  and  to  the 
interests  of  those  who  inhabit  them.  It  may  be 
sport  to  you,  gentlemen,  but  it  is  death  to  us. 
However  well  disposed  a  majority  of  this  House 
may  be  to  treat  tnis  bill  ludicrously,  it  will  fill 
great  and  influential  portions  of  this  nation  with 
very  different  sentiments.  Men  who  have  all  that 
human  nature  holds  dear^ — friends,  fortunes,  and 
families — concentrated  in  one  single  spot  on  the 
seacoast,  and  that  spot  exposed  everv  moment  to 
be  plundered  and  desolated,  will  not  highly  relish 
or  prize  M  an  extreme  value  the  wit  or  the  levity 
with  which  this  House  seems  inclined  to  treat 
the  dangers  which  threaten  them;  and  which  are 
sources  to  them  of  great  and  just  apprehensions. 
I  do  not  rue,  Mr.  Chairman  merely  to  support  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York* 
tt  is  not  the  fortification  of  this  or  that  particular 
city  which  I  mean  to  advocate.  I  should  have 
preferred  a  general  appropriation,  leaving  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  to  apply  it  to  those 
ports  and  harbors  which  are  either  most  eiposed 
or  most  important.  And  if  by  anything  that  shall 
occur  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the  House 
shall  be  induced  to  change  what  at  present  seem 
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to  be  its  disposition,  I  hope  the  augmented  appro- 
priation will  be  made  in  that  form.  It  is  to  the 
general  duty  which  is  incumbent  upon  this  Le- 
gislature to  protect  the  commercial  cities,  that  I 
would  call  its  attention.  This  duty  is  so  plain 
and  imperious,  that,  in  ray  opinion,  an  awful 
weight  of  responsibility  rests  upon  this  House. 
Every  class  and  collection  of  citizens  have  a  right 
to  claim  from  Government  that  species  of  protec- 
tion which  their  situation  requires,  in  proportion 
to  their  exposure,  and  to  the  greatness  of  the  stake 
which  society  has  in  their  safety.  Our  obligation 
to  protect  the  commercial  cities  does  not  result 
from  the  particular  exigency  which  at  present 
impends  over  our  nation;  but  from  the  nature  of 
those  cities.  The  duty  is  permanent,  and  ouf  ht 
to  be  fulfilled  by  a  permanent  system.  A  regular 
course  of  annual  appropriations  may  in  a  very 
few  years  put  all  our  capital  cities  m  a  state  of 
reasonable  security,  and  at  no  very  distant  period 
of  time,  without  any  additional  imposition  on  the 
people,  give  every  city  on  our  coast  an  adequate 
defence.  It  is  in  this  lijght  that  I  consider  the 
question  now  before  the  Committee  to  be  import- 
ant. Not  that  any  sum  which  may  be  inserted 
will  be  immediately  sufficient  for  all  the  objects 
for  which  we  have  to  provide.  But  that  any  aug- 
mentation of  the  appropriation  will  be  a  pledge 
to  the  nation  of  the  disposition  of  this  House  to 
commence  a  system  of  defence  for  our  cities. 
Any  evidence  of  which  will  give  just  satisfaction 
to  great  masses  of  your  citizens,  as  an  appearance 
of  a  want  of  it,  will  fill  them  with  no  less,  discon- 
tent and  dismay.  In  this  point  of  view  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  to  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  importance  of  fortifications,  their 
utility,  and  practicability. 

As  to  the  importance  of  the  objects  for  which 
we  ask  a  defence,  it  seems  to  me  either  not  under- 
stood or  not  realized.  Almost  all  who  have  spoken 
upon  the.  subject  have  dwelt  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, on  the  amount  of  revenue  drawn  from  the 
commercial  cities ;  as  if  their  value  were  to  be 
appreciated,  or  our  duty  to  defend  them  measured, 
by  the  annual  product  they  yield.  This,  it  is  true, 
makes  a  natural  part  of  the  estimate  of  th^ir  worth, 
but,  as  I  apprehend,  by  no  means  the  most  impor- 
tant. Their  situation,  the  number  of  their  inhabi- 
tants, the  great  portion  of  the  active  and  fixed 
capital  of  society  which  they  contain,  are,  in  a 
national  view,  standards  much  more  just  ana  more 
elevated  by  which  to  ascertain  their  value  and  our 
obligations.  I  ask,  sir,  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
capital  of  this  nation  which  is  invested  in  the  sin- 
gle city  of  New  York?  The  annual  product  it 
yields  to  our  revenue  is  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Now  suppose  the  average  of  import  duties  is  only 
ten  per  cent.,  od  valorem,  (a  sum  certainly  below 
the  real  average,)  the  annual  amount  of  capital 
deposited  in  imports,  is,  then,  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  The  amount  of  value  in  exports  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  twenty  millions.  If  to 
these  be  added  the  capital  of  its  banks,  the  amount 
of  stock  always  on  hand,  and  that  of  its  shipping 
and  other  personal  property,  all  of  which  no  one 
can  rate  below  another  fifty  millions,  the  result  is, 


that  there  is  in  annual  deposit,  within  the  city  of 
New  York  alone,  one  hundred  millions  of  the  ac- 
tive capital  of  this  nation !  I  know  how  far  this 
is  below  the  real  estimate,  but  I  state  this  sum 
that  no  one  may  hesitate  to  admit  my  ra»uofl. 
I  ask,  then,  what  is  it  worth  to  insure  ikis  sum 
against  the  risk  of  an  invasion,  not  on  cakalations 
on  the  great  national  scale,  but  on  a  mere  insu- 
rance omce  arithmetic?  I  have  been  told  tbtt  to 
insure  that  city  against  such  risk,  for  one  aogle 
year  of  war,  with  any  of  the  great  maritime  na- 
tions of  Europe,  would  be  worth  fire  per  t^L 
That  is,  the  insurance  for  a  single  year  of  wu 
would  repay  the  expense  of  fortifiaatioos,  even 
should  they  cost  five  millions  of  do/Iars.  Bot^ 
.suppose  this  calculation  extra va|rant,  can  any  one 
doubt  that  s^ch  an  insurance  in  time  of  peace 
against  the  double  risk  of  war,  and  of  attack  in 
case  of  war,  is  worth  one  half  per  cent.1  Kven 
.at  this  pfemium,  six  years  of  insurance,  in  time  d 

fieace,  would  repay  the  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
ions — a  sum  more  than  adequate  to  the  defeace  of 
that  city.  In  making  this  statement  I  would  not 
be  understood  to  pretend  nor  to  propose  soeh  &a 
appropriation ;  it  is  not  asked.  My  object  is  to  call 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  is  the  market  worth  cf 
security,  and  thatlhey  may  not  deem  the  moneys 
they  apply  to  the^e  objects,  as  they  seem  wiDio^ 
to  deem  themj  absolutely  thrown  away.  This 
great  mass  of  the  national  wealth,  thus  cooeeo- 
trated  on  the  banks  of  one  of  the  most  exposed 
harbors  in  the  world,  is  liable  to  the  insali  tad 
^epredation  of  the  most  despicable  force.  Tvo 
^eventy-four-gun  ships  may  at  this  moment  laj 
that  city  under  contribution  or  in  ashes,  altogether 
with  impunity.  They  might  make  it  the  iDtere<: 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  to  pay  an  amoant 
equal  to  the  whole  annual  revenue  we  derive  frtn 
it.  rather  than  submit  to  the  hazard  and  miseries 
01  bombardment  and  conflagration.  For  ia  such 
case  the  mere  destruction  of  property  ts  hat  an 
item  in  the  account  of  anticipated  misfortune. 
The  shock  to  credit ;  the  universal  stagoailon  of 
business;  the  terror  spread  throuarh  every  class, 
age,  and  sex ;  the  thousands  who  have  no  refage 
in  the  country,  but  must  take  the  fate,  and  be 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  their  city — all  these  ci^ 
cumstanoes  would  enter  into  a  consideratioa,  and 
make  the  pecuniary  sacrifice,  however  great,  ap- 
pear trifling  in  comparison. 

I  have  uaed  the  city  of  New  York  only  by  wif 
of  example.  The  same  observations  are  appliea- 
ble  to  every  other  commercial  city  in  the  United 
States,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  tk 
nature  of  its  situation.  Two  seventy-fours  might 
sweep  the  coast  from  Savannah  to  FortJand,  asd 
levy  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  annual  reveaae 
of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  better  for  any 
city  voluntarilv  to  pay  a  contribution  equal  to  its 
proportion  of  tnat  amount,  rather  than  to  take  the 
alternative  of  that  destruction  to  which,  on  refu- 
sal, it  would  be  obliged  to  submit  Is  such  a  state 
of  things  as  this  a  light  and  trifling  concern?  Are 
such  portions  of  the  wealth  of  the  community  to 
be  left  exposed  to  the  caprice  of  every  plunderer; 
and  are  propositions  to  protect  them  to  be  treated 
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with  coDtempt  or  with  ridicule?  Can  any  duty 
he  more  solemn  or  imperious  than  that  which  has 
for  its  object  a  rational  degree  of  security  for 
those  points  ia  the  United  States  which  are  be- 
yond all  others  exposed  to  hostile  attack,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  comprise  within  the  sniallest 
possible  compass,  immense  masses  of  the  national 
wealth  and  population? 

The  importance,  then,  of  the  objects  to  be  de- 
fended will  he  admitted.  But  the  utilitjr  of  forti*- 
cations  as  a  mean<  of  defence,  and  their  practi- 
cability in  certain  ports  and  harbors  are  denied. 
With  respect  to  the  ffeneral  utility  of  fortifications, 
[  ask  by  whom  it  is  denied?  by  men  interested  in 
that  species  of  de^fence?  by  the  inhabitants  of 
cities?  by  those,  the  necessity  of  ^hose  situation 
has  turned  their  attention  to  the  nature  of  fortifi- 
cations and  their  efficacy?  No,  sir;  these  men 
solicit  them.  They  are  anxious  for  nothing  so 
much.  They  tell  you  th^  safety  of  all  they  hold 
dear,  their  wives,  their  children,  their  fortunes, 
and  lives,  are  staked  upon  your  decision.  They 
So  not  so  much  ask  fortifications  as  a  favor;  they 
i;laim  them  as  a  risht;  tliey  demand  them.  Who 
ire  they,  then,  who  deny  their  utility?  Why, 
nen,  from  the  interior;  men,  who  in  one  breath 
:ell  you  they  know  nothing  about  the  subject,  and 
ii  the  next  pass  judgment  against  the  adoption  of 
my  measures  of  defeivce.  It  is  true,  sir,  to  men 
fvho  inhabit  the  White  Hills  of  New  Hampshire, 
)r  the  Blue  Ridge  of  Virginia,  nothing  can  appear 
nore  absolutely  useless  than  appropriations  for 
he  defence  of  tne  seacoast.  In  ttus,  as  in  all  other 
;ases,  men  reason  very  coolly  and  philosophically 
;oncernin^  dangers  to  which  they  are  not  them- 
lelves  subject.  All  men,  for  th6  most  part,  bear 
¥ith  wonderful  composure  the  misfortunes  of 
)ther  people.  And,  it  called  to  contribute  their 
elief,  they  are  sure  to  find  in  the  cold  suggestions 
)f  economy,  enojugh  apologies  for  failure  in  their 
ocial  duties.  The  best  criterion  of  the  utility  of 
brtifications,  is  the  practice  and  experience  of 
ither  nations.  Now,  I  ask,  was  there  ever  a  na- 
fon  which  did  not  defend  their  great  commercial 
le posits  by  either  land  fortifications  or  sea  batte- 
ies?  All  history  does  not  exhibit  such'  an  in- 
tance.  Are  we  wiser,  then,  than  all  other  nations? 
re  we  less  exposed  than  they?  are  we  alone  to 


•r  a 


scape  the  common  lot  of  humanity?  can  we  ex- 
pect to  be  rich  and  not  tempt  the  spirit  pf  avarice? 
0  be  defenceless  amid  armed  pirates,  and  in  no 
langer  of  robbery  or  insult?  I  ask  again,  sir,  how. 
s  the  inutility  of  fortifications  proved?  Suppose, 
or  the  sake  of  argument,  it  should  be  admitted, 
irbich,  however,  I  deny,  that  they  cannot  be  erect- 
d  in  sufficient  force  to  defeat  very  great  arma- 
ments ;  yet  is  it  nothing  to  prevent  tne  piratical 
ttempts  of  single  ships?  Is  it  nothing  to  deter  an 
Qivader?  nothing  even  to  delay  an  attack?  Is  it 
vorth  nothing  to  have  the  cnance  of  crippline 
n  assailant?  The  only  argument  I  have  heard 
irged  against  the  utility  of  fortifications,  is,  that 
he  whore  coast  cannot  be  fortified,  so  that,  protect 
s  strongly  as  you  will  particular  points,  the  in- 
vader will  land  somewhere  else.  Sir,  this  is  the 
'ery  object  of  fortifications.  No  man  ever  thought 


of  building  a  Chinese  wall  along  all  the  indenta- 
tions of  our  shore,  from  St.  Mary's  unto  St.  Croix. 
The  true  object  of  fortifications  is  to  oblige  your 
enemies  to  land;  it  is  to  keep  them  at  arm's  length. 
If  they  cannot  reach  your  cities  with  their  batte* 
ries,  and  would  attacK,  they  must  come  on  shore. 
They  are  then  only  a  land  force,  and  our 'militia 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  giving  a  good  account  of 
them.  The  only  remaining  evidence  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  House,  against  the  utility  of  fortifi- 
cations', are  the  opinions  of  various  gentlemen, 
delivered  on  this  floor;  and  that  of  the  Secretary 
of  War, as  stated  in  his  report.  As  to  the  former, 
they  certainly  do  not  merit  a  serious  refutation, 
because  no  gentleman  who  has  spoken  has  pre- 
tended to  a  practical  or  even  theoretical  know- 
ledge of  the  subject;  but,  on  the  contrary,  most^  if 
not  all,  of  them,  have  candidly  confessed  their  ig- 
borance.  It  is  of  more  importance  to  consider  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  That  part  of  his 
report  which  relates  to  the  harbor  of  New  York 
contains  his  general  opinion  against  the  practica- 
bility of  defending  such  an  harbor  by  land  batte- 
ries, and  two  facts  in  support  .of  that  opinion. 
Now,  as  to  the  general  opinion  of  the  Secretary, 
I  am  willing  to  allow  it  whatever  weight  any 
gentleman  may  choose  tp  attach  to  it;  out  cer- 
tainly it  ought  not  to  be  conclusive  in  an  afiair  of 
such  immense  importance;  especially  when  it  is 
contradicted  by  the  tenor  of  the'  applications  on 
your  tMfj  and  by  the  opinions  of  other  individa- 
als  bf  as  high  military  and  scientific  reputation  as 
the  Secretary.  Much  less  does  this^  his  opinioui 
daim  from  us  implicit  confidence,  since  the  only 
two  facts  he  has  chosen  to  adduce,  are  very  far 
from  beinff  a  sufficient  basis  for  the  broad  opinioa 
he  has  built  on  them.  The  first  fact  is  one  which 
occurred  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  1776.  A 
British  ship  of  forty  gons  passed  the  batteries  on 
the  Hudson,  under  circumstances  favorable  to  the 
efiect  of  the  batteries,  and  sustained  a  tremendous 
qannofpadey  without  being  sensibly  incommoded. 
Allowing^  this  fact  its  full  force,  it  can  weiffh  but 
little  against  the  utility  or  practicability  of  fortifi- 
cations. That  was  the  second  year  of  the  war ; 
our  batteries  were  erected  on  suaden  emergency; 
our  artillerists  had  probably  little  experience. 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  batteries  this  na- 
tion, in  its  present  state  of  affluence  and  experi- 
ence, can  erect,  will  not  exceed,  both  in  location 
and  power,  those  which  at  that  time  protected  the 
Hudson  ?  Besides,  to  draw  from  a  particular  in- 
stance a  general  conclusion,  is  contrary  to  all  rules 
of  just  logic.  Various  circumstances,  altogether 
accidental,  mieht  have  occurred  to  have  produced 
that  result,  which  miffht  n^ver  occur  again.  If 
this  instance  be  a  good  argument  against  the  util- 
ity of  land  fortifications,  there  is  an  equally  strong 
argument  in  the  history  of  our  Revolution,  against 
the  fashionable  mode  of  defence  by  gunboats.  I 
take  the  fact  only  from  verbal  information^  and  if 
I  am  incorrect,  there  are  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
who  can  set  me  right.  During  the  war,  a  British 
frigate  of  forty-four  guns,  called  the  Roebuck, 
took  ground  in  the  Delaware;  and  thoogh  we  had 
gunboats,  quantum  siifficU^  who  pelted  her  to  their 
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Iieart's  content  during  one  whole  ti4e.  she  received 
no  manner  of  injury,  at  least  none  or  any  import- 
ance. If  I  have  this  fact  correctlv,  it  is  just  as 
strong  against  the  efficacy  of  gunboats,  as  that 
produced  by  the  Secretary  is  against  land  batte- 
ries. One  word  here  concerning  this  mode  of 
defence  by  ffunboats,  which  seems  to  concentirate 
all  the  naval  affections  of  our  rulers,  and  to  have 
on  freight  all  their  military  hopes.  It  is  not  de- 
fied that  these  are  weapons  of  considerable  effect, 
or  thai  in  certain  situations  they  are  useful,  or 
that  in  aid  of  other  and  heavier  batteries,  taey 
may  not  sometimes  be  important.  It  is  only  when 
they  become  the  favorites,  to  the  total  exclusion 
of  more  powerful  modes  of  defence,  and  draw 
away  to  the  less  power  appropriations  that  are 
wanting  for  the  greater,  that  the  system  which 
upholds  them  becomes  an  object  of  contempt  or 
of  dread.  Now-a-days^  sir,  put  what  you  will  into 
the  crucible,  whether  it  be  seventy-fours,  or  frig- 
ates, or  land  Datterie&  the  result  is  the  same;  after, 
due  sweltering  in  tne  legislative  furnace,  there 
comes  out  nothing  but  gunboats.  I  ask,  if  our 
cities  are  attacked  by  any  maritiine  nation,  will 
It  not  be  by  liae-of-battle  ships?  And  who  ever 
heard  that  a  line  of-battle  ship  was  defeated  by 
gunboats?  I  do  not  pretend  to  oe  learned  in  these 
matters,  but  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gain 
information,  it  is,  that  when  there  is  anything  of 
a  heavy  sea,  even  such  as  is  often  in  the  haroor 
of  New  York,  gunboats  are  of  very  little  efficacy. 
It  is  true,  in  case  of  a  calm,  if  they  can  get  their 
object  at  rest,  they  have  great  advantage;  that  is, 
if  you  can  get  the  bird  to  stand  still  until  you  can 
put  salt  upon  its  tail,  you  can  catch  the  bird.  But 
the  worst  of  it  is,  that  it  is  too  cunning  for  that. 
The  ship-of-the-line  chooses  its  own  time  for  the 
attack,  and  will  always  select  that  which  is  least 
fiivorable  to  its  adversary,  r 

But,  to  return  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  at 
War,  The  next  fact  it  states  is  the  battle  of  Co- 
penhagen. Now,  if  this  be  admitted  merely  as  an 
evidence  of  a  particular  instance  of  the  inefficacy 
of  land  batteries,  I  do  not  think  it  important 
enough  to  take  the  time  to  examine.  The  true 
question  is  not  whether  New  York  can  be  defend- 
ed in  a  particular  way,  but  whether  it  is  capable 
of  defence  at  all,  by  combining  land  with  fioatins^ 
batteries  ?  In  this  point  of  view,  the  instance  ad- 
duced by  the  Secretary  is,  perhaps,  the  most  mem- 
orable on  record,  and  ,the  one,  of  all  others,  in 
which  those  who  advocate  a  defence  of  oqr  com- 
mercial cities,  ought  to  exult  as  in  an  incontro- 
Tertible  evidence  of  the  truth  of  their  system. 
What  was  the  fact  ?  One  of  the  best  appointed 
naval  armaments  of  the  most  powerful  maritime 
nation  in  the  world,  under  her  most  favored  and 
fortunate  commander,  was  sent  to  attack  Copen- 
hagen. The  Danes  were  taken  by  surprise,  liv- 
ery thin^,  apparently,  was  in  favor  of  the  assailant 
gnd  against  those  who  acted  on  the  defensive.  To 
fteen  line-of-battle  ships,  the  Danes  had  nothing 
to  oppose  but  their  land  and  harbor  batteries,  for- 
tifications, and  block  ships.  And  what  was  the 
result  1  Why  that,  after  a  most  bloody  and  well- 
contested  battle,  the  British  first  asked  a  truce. 


To  this  day  the  Danes  claim  the  victory.  Olfert 
Fischer,  the  Danish  commander,  in  his  c^ial 
statement  of  the  battle,  declares  that,  before  the 
flag  of  truce  was  offered,  two  of  the  British  sbips- 
of-the-line  had  struck  their  colors,  and  thst^  for 
some  time,  their  whole  force  was  so  weakened 
that  it  fired  only  single  guns.  lotelli^entEaro- 
peans  assert,  and  even  candid  EDg^lishmen  will 
allow  thatj  if  ever  Nelson  was  beaten,  it  was  on 
that  occasion.  But,  suppose  all  this  to  be  erro- 
neous. Suppose  that  Nelson  obtained  a  roliic- 
tory — does  it  thence  result  that  the  (brtificatuas 
and  block  ships  with  which  Copenhagen  was  de- 
fended were  useless?  By  no  means.  Still  that 
battle  is  an  illustrious  and  irrefragable  instance  c^ 
their  utility.  It  is  a  fact  on  record,  worth  a  mil- 
lion theories  in  favor  oT  the  efficacy  of  a  harbor 
defence  against  a  maritime  force.  Sir,  the  end 
for  which  those  batteries  was  erected  is  asuined. 
Copenhagen  is  defended.  The  storm  which 
would  have  desolated  the  city  has  spent  iu  force 
on  the  artificial  shield.  Let  gentlemen  ^eoiate 
the  probable  cost  of  those  batteries';  and  suppose 
by  expending  a  similar  sum  in  the  harbor  otNew 
York,  that  city  might  be  defended  as  Copenha- 
gen was,  and  from  a  like  danger — is  there  a  man 
that  can  hesitate  as  to  the  wisdom  of  such  an  ex- 

Senditure?  Sir,  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  on  that 
ay,  was  preserved  Ceom  a  devastation,  which  the 
cost  of  twenty  such  batteries  would  not  have  re- 
paired! I  conclude,  then,  that  oar  commeicial 
cities  can  be  defended.  I^nd  batteries  combiMd 
with  harbor  batteries  are  e^ual  to  the  objecL  To 
this  question  of  practicability,  concerning  which 
so  much  is  ;said,  I  humbly  conceive  this  is  not  the 
place  where  it  ought  to  be  decided,  it  belongs  to 
the  Executive ;  that  is  the  proper  departmeat  t& 
examine  it.  Our  duty  is  to  maike  the  appropria- 
tions ;  to  show,  at  least,  a  disposition  to  deitoL 
If  New  York  cannot  be  defended,  is  it  the  sane 
case  with  Charleston.  Savandah,  or  Korfoik'i 
Shall  we  leave  the  wnole  defenceless,  because  a 
particular  part  is  vulnerable  ?  Sir,  let  ns  confess 
the  trutji.  The  limit  of  our  power  to  defend  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  cities,  but  in  oar  dispo&i> 
tion  to  appropriate ;  not  in  the  inefficaey  of  Uad 
or  harbor  batteries,  but  in  our  insensibihty  to  the 
danger  of  the  commercial  cities  and  nnwilliBf- 
ness  to  make  the  pecuniary  sacrifices  their  pcth 
tection  requires.  On  all  sides  we  are  met  with 
the  objecti6n,  **  where  are  the  means?"  "How 
is  the  public  debt  to  be  discharg^,  if  we  incar 
such  an  expense  ?"  Mr.  Chairman,  none  of  these 
difficulties  are  insurmountable  when  Sonihera 
land  is  to  be  purchased,  or  when  our  new  territo- 
ries on  the  Missouri  and  Red  river  are  to  be  ex- 
plored, or  when  Indian  titles  in  the  Western 
country  are  to  be  extinguished.  We  have  paid 
within  these  two  years  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
for  Louisiana,  and  have  sent  off  two  millions  aiore 
to  purchase  the  Floridas.  I  ask,  on  what  princi- 
ple can  either  of  these  purchases  be  made  palata- 
ble to  the  people  of  the  United  States  1  Do  they 
want  more  land,  or  wider  dominions  ?  On  either 
of  these  considerations,  would  they  for  one  mo- 
ment have  submitted  to  either  purciiase  1    It  was 
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because  tbe  poasetsioD  of  the  MlMissippi  tbroagh 
ts  whole  coarse  was  essential  to  the  security  aud 
liappiness  of  our  brethren  beyond  the  mountaias, 
;bat  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  sanctioned  by 
>ublic  opinion ;  and  if  ever  that  of  the  Floridas  re- 
leive  the  acquiescence  of  the  people,  it  will  only 
»e  from- the  conviction  that  the  possession  of  those 
!OUQ  tries  is  necessary  for  th«  tranquillity  of  our 
outhern  frontier.-  All  this  we  have  done  for  the 
ecurity  of  the  South  and  West.  We  now  ask  for 
eciprocity ;  grant  us  something  for  the  security 
f  the  Nortk  and  East.  Let  not  the  people  see 
hat  all  the  incomes  proceed  from  one  quarter  of 
he  Union,  and  all  the  expenditures  are  made  in 
nocher.  Let  theoi  not  learn,  from  experience, 
hat  the  ball  of  favoritism,  and  that  of  empire,  is 
ravelling  south  and  west.  I  ask,  what  are  the 
^loridas,  or  whfit  is  Louisiana,  in  comparison  with 
lie  sioffle  city  of  New  York  ?  This  city  alone 
}  worth  forty  Louisianas.  Yet,  when  Louisiana 
ras  purchased,  did  the  increase  of  the  pubUc 
ebt  prevent  the  Twrgain  ?  Or,  of  late,  was  the 
uestion  of  "means"  an  obstacle  to  the  appropria- 
OQ  for  the  Floridas  7  The  seventeen  millions  of 
olJars  thus  expended  for  the  security  of  the 
iouth^  would  have  put  every  commercial  city  of 
le  United  States  into  a  complete  state  of  defence, 
do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  introduce  the  purchase 
f  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  in  this  connexion 
ghtly,  pr  without  antecedent  reflection.  I  would 
old  up  to  this  House  a  mirror,  in  which  it  roiy 
ontem plate  itself,  asrd  see  its  own  features.  It  is 
npossible  not  to  remark  that  the  sympathies  of 
le  majority  of  this  Legislature  do  not  extend  to 
leseaooast.  But,  Whatever  will  meliorate  the 
ondition  of  the  interior,  excites  all  its  sensibilities 
nd  awakens  all  its  anxieties. .  Look,  at  this  mo- 
lent,  on  your  table;  there  are  no  less  than  four, 
believe  five  Indian  treaties,  which'  have  been 
ilified  the  present  session,  the  appropriations  for 
hich,  occasion  no  alarm  about  the  public  faitb  or 
le  public  purse.  It  is  worth  our  while  to  notice 
lie  particulars: 

y  these  treaties  the  United  States  agree  to 

pay  first,  cash  down        -        -        -        •  $87,600 

ext,  the  following  annuities : 

$1,600  for  ten  years        -        -        -  16,000 

12,000  for  eight  years     -        -        -  06,000 

11,000  for  ten  years        -        -        -  110,000 

250,600 


I  addition  to  which,  we  are  to  pay  other  annuities, 
amottnting  to  $4,000  forever.  These  last  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less  in  any  market  than  $50,000,  bat 
which  I  rate  OBly  at        ....    $40,400 

259,600 


300,000 

asides  which,  our  appropriations  for  the  In- 
dian  department  and  for  the  support  of 
the  civU  government  of  Lonisiana,  and 
our  other  Southwestern  teiritoiy,  exceed      150,000 

$450,000 


Thus,  in  thb  single  session,  we  shall  appropri- 
ate four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  security  and  the  protection  of  the  Southwest. 
But,  for  our  ports  and  harbors,  an  appropriation  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
mere  repair  of  old  fortifications,  is  thought  to  be 
an  enormous  expenditure.  Even  this  is  violently 
opposed.  But  any  additional  sum  to  begin  new 
works,  is  not  only  hopeless,  but  cannot  be  even 
named  without  exciting  a  smile  of  contempt. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  (he  ac- 
count. It  will  be  found,  by  the  report  on  your 
tabl&  that  the  nine  capital  cities  of  the  Union-*^ 
Portland,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  Newport.  New 
Yofk.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore^  Norfolx,  and 
Charleston — have  had  expended  m  fortifications^, 
for  their  defence,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Goverument,  only  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars !  That  is  to  say, 
your  appropriations  in  one  session  for  the  security 
and  comfort  of  the  Southwest,  is  more  than  haiif 
the  whole  amount  expended  during  sixteen  years 
for  the  security  of  all  these  great  commercial 
cities,  which  contain  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  which  paididto  your  Treas- 
ury the  last  year,  upward  of  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars ! !  It  is  impossible  that  this  state  of  things 
should  not  be  understood  and  realized  by  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States,  and  that  at  no  very  distant 
period.  It  requires  only  some  actual  sufiering, 
some  real  misfortune,  resulting  from  your  ill-timed 
parsimony,  pr  misplaced  anections,  to  rouse  a 
spirit  in  the  commercial  States  which  will  shake 
this  Union  to  its  foundation. 

Of  all  times,  those  wiU  be  the  most  dreadfoL 
and  the  most  to  be  deprecatejd  by  every  real 
lover  of  his  country,  when  the  party  passions 
shall  run  parallel  to  local  interests.  Whenever 
any  great  section  of  the  Union  shall  deem  itself 
neglected,  and  the  opinion  becomes  general  among 
the  people  that  they  are  sacrificed  or  abandoned  j 
that  they  have  not  any,  or  their  just  weight,  in 
the  national  scale,  a  series  of  struggles  must  com- 
mence, which  will  terminate  either  in  redress  or 
in  convulsions.  Events  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be 
prevented  by  common-place  declamation  about 
submission  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  A  real 
reciprocity  must  exist.  Intelligent  men  must  see 
and  feel  that  a  regard,  propoi'tionate  to  their  real 
interest  at  stake  in  society,  is  entertained  for 
them  by  their  rulers.  With  such  perception  and 
experience  your  Union  is  a  bond  of  adamant, 
which  nothioff  can  break.  Without  them,  I  will 
not  say  it  will  be  dissolved,  but  this  I  will  say,  it 
cannot  be  happy,  even  if  it  should  be  lasting. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  our 
obligations  to  defend  the  commercial  cities,  with- 
out naying  a  right  idea  of  the  nature  and  import- 
ance of  our  commerce  to  the  Eastern  States,  and 
attaining  a  just  apprehension  of  its  influence  over 
every  class  of  citizens  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  From  what  has  fallen  from  various  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House,  it  is  very  apparent  that  they 
do  not  appreciate  either  its  nature,  its  power,  or 
the  duties  which  result  from  our  relation  to  those 
who  are  engaged  in  that  pursuit.  The  gentleman 


1039 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


\m 


H.  OF  R. 


Defence  of  Ports  and  Harbors, 


Apbil.  1806. 


irom  Virginia  (Mr.  John  Randolph)  told  ui  the 
■other  6b,y  "that  the  United  States  was  a  great 
'  land  animal;  a  great  mammoth,  which  ought  to 
^  cleave  to  the  land,  and  ndt  wade  on:  into  the 
<  ocean  to  fight  the  shark."    Sir,  the  fiffure  is  very 
happy  so  far  as  relates  to  that  quarter  of  the  Union 
^ith  which  that  gentleman  is  chiefly  conversant. 
*Of  Che  Southern  States,  the  mammoth  is  a  cor- 
«ect  type.    But,  I  ask,  sir,  suppose  the  mammoth 
bas  made  a  league  with  the  cod,  and  that  the  cod, 
emerprising,  active-,  and  skilful,  spreads,  himself 
over  every  ocean,  and  brings  back  the  tribute  of 
all  climes  to  the  feet  of  the  maminotb ;  suppose 
he  thereby  enables  the  unwieldy  animal  to  stretch 
his  huffe  limbs  upon  cotton,  or  to  rub  his  fat  sides 
along  his  tobacco  plantations,  without  pajfing  the 
tithe  of  a  hair?    In  such  a  case,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
honorable,  is  it  politic,  for  that  mammoth,  because 
by  mere  beef  and  bone  he  outwei^s  the  cod  in 
the  political  scale,  to  refuse  a  portion  of  that  rev* 
enue,  which  the  industry  of  the  cod  annually  pro- 
duces, to  defend  him  in  his  natural  element  \  if 
not  against  the  great  leviathan  of  the  deep,  at 
least  against  the  petty  pikes  which  ^prowl  on  the 
ocean;  and  if  not,  in  the  whole  coarse  of  his  ad- 
Tenturous  progress,  at  least  in  his  native  bays  and 
harbors,  wnere  his  hopes  and  wealth  are  deposit- 
ed, and  where  his  speoies  congregate? 

Other  gentlemen  have  shown  an  equal  want  of 
a  just  apprehension  of  the  naiure  and  effects  of 
eommefce.  Some  think  any  of  its  great  channels 
oan  be  impeded  or  cut  off  without  important 
injury.  Others,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  so  much  in- 
difference, that  we  can  very  well  do  without  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smii4e) 
told  uasome  days  since,  V  thaifor  his  part  fie  wish- 
ed that  at  the  time  of  our  BevokUion  there  had 
beenno  commerce^*  That  honorable  gentleman,  I 

2 resume, is  enamored  with  Arcadian  scenes,  with 
appy  valleys.  Like  a  hero  of  pastoral  romance, 
at  the  head  of  some  murmuring  stream,  with  his 
crook  by  his  side,  his  sheep  feeding  around,  far 
from  the  temptations,  unseduced  by  the  luxuries 
of  commerce,  he  would  "sport  with  Amaryllis  in 
the  shade,  or  toy  with  the  tangles  of  Nerea's  hair." 
I  will  not  deny  that  these  are  pleasant  scenes. 
Doubtless  they  are  well  suited  to  the  innocence,  the 
purity,  and  the  amiable  unobtrusive  simplioi<(^  of 
that  gentleman's  mind  and  manners.  But  he  must 
not  expect  that  all  men  can  be  measured  by  his 
elevated  standard,  or  be  made  to  relish  those  sub- 
lime pleasures.  Thousands  and  ten  thousands  in 
that  part  of  the  country  I  would  represent  have 
no  notion  of  rural  felicity,  or  of  the  tranquil  joys 
of  the  country.  They  love  a  life  of  activity,  of 
enterprise  and  hazard.  They  wouM  rather  see  a 
boat-hook  than  all  the  crooks  in  the  world ;  and 
as  for  sheep  they  never  desire  to  see  anything  more 
of  them  than  just  enough  upon  their  deck  to  give 
them  firesh  meat  once  a  week  in  a  voyage.  Con- 
eeroing  the  land  of  which*  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  RanoolphJ  and  the  one  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  thinks  so  much, 
they  think  very  little.  It  is  in  fact  to  them  only 
a  shelter  from  the  storm  ;  a  perch  on  which  they 
build  their  eyrie,  and  hide  their  mate  and  their 


young,  while  they  skim  the  surface  or  hnnt  in  tbe 
deep.  The  laws  of  society  and  the  views  of  ea- 
lightened  politicians  ought  to  have  reference,  aot 
to  any  ideal,  theoretic  state  of  human  perfeetioa, 
but  to  the  equal  protection  and  encourtLgemeat  of 
every  species  ot  honorable  industry.  I  ksow  it 
has  been  said  brway  of  apology  for  not  doia^iny- 
thin^  more  in  oefenee  of  commerce,  that  it  a&esdy 
was  indebted  for  its  prosperity  to  oar  laws  aid  reg- 
ulations. Theeentleman  from  Yirg^Dta  (lir.J. 
Ranoolpb)  told  us,  expressly,  "'that  the  votaof 
Southern  men  had  given  us.our  drawbacks  ani 
discriminating  duties."  whence  he  woold  coDclode 
that  our  commerce  and  navigation  had  oothiag 
more  to  ask  at  their  hands.  The  honorable  Speak- 
er, too,  referred  the  prosperous  condition  of  our 
commerce  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constiiotion, 
and  to  the  provisions  established  aodec  iL  I  am 
the  last  man  in  the  world  ,to  deny  tbe  happy  in- 
fluence of  that  insMiiment  in  meiionuing  tWecoor 
dition  of  this  nation.  But  oar  commercial  pioft* 
perity  is  owing  much  more  l^  accident  and  na* 
ture,  and  much  less  to  law,  than  we  are  apt  to 
imagine,  or  axe  willing  to  allow.    Bvery  year  we 

Sit  togethtt.on  this  floor  to  consult  coBcemiag 
e  public  ^ood..  The  state  of  commerce  makes 
a  capital  object  in  all  our  deliberations.  We  have 
our  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactores, 
and  a  ^reat  part  of  every  sesaion  is  exhaosted  ta 
discussing  their  provisions^  limttatioos,  and  re- 
strictions, until  at  last  we  slide  into  tbe  belief  tbaC 
commerce  is  of  our  creation ;  that  it  has  iti  root 
in  the  statute  book ;  that  its  sap  is  drawn  hom 
our  parchment|  and  that  it  spreads  and  floorisbei 
under  the  direct  heat  of  the  legislative  ray.  Bat 
what  is  the  fact  1  Look  into  yoor  laws.  What 
are  thev?  Nine-tenths — I  should  speak  ncaier 
tbe  truth  should  I  say  ninety-nine  bondredtks  of 
them,  are  nothing  more  than  means  hj  which  yea 
secure  your  share  of  the  products  or  commerce; 
they  constitute  the  machinery  bf  which  yoa 
pluck  its  Hesperian  fruit,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  root  that  supports  it,  or  with  the  native 
vigor  which  exudes  into  thb  rich  luxninnce. 
Sir,  the  true  taproot  of  commerce  is  found  ia  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  people  which  carry 
it  on.  They  and  their  ancestors,  for  nearly  two 
centuries,  have  been  engaged  in  it.  The  industry 
of  every  class  of  men  in  tne  Eastern  States  has 
reference  to  its  condition,  and  is  affected  by  it 
Why,  then,  treat  it  as  a  small  concern ;  as  u 
afhir  only  of  traders  and  of  merchants  ?  Why 
intimate  that  agriculture  can  flourish  without  it? 
When,  in  fact,  the  interests  of  these  two  branches 
of  industry  are  so  intimately  connected  that  the 
slightest  affection  of  the  one  is  instantly  commu- 
nicated to  the  other.  I  know  very  well  that  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  the  relations  of  coia- 
merce  and  agriculture  in  the  Southern  and  in  the 
Eastern  States:  and  this  is  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  that  diversity  of  sentiment  which  now  prevails 
among  those  who  dwell  in  these  different  psrtsof 
the  Union.  In  the  Southern  Sutes  thete  are 
comparativelv  few,  if  anV)  who  depend  on  com- 
merce altogetner  for  subsistence.  Wbaterer  affects 
commercial  prosperity,  produces  no  general  dis- 
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ess  or  disconteDt^    Perhaps  insarance  or  freight 
ay  advance  a  litthe  in  consequence  of  its  em- 
trrassment.    Perhaps  one  or  other  of  their  great 
aples  roa^  find  not  so  ready  or  so  high  a  market, 
ut  these  ineonyenrences  throw  none  out  of  em- 
oyment,  or  out  of  hread:    Very  different  is  the 
ite  of  tbing9  in  the  Bastem  State».    Their  com- 
erce  is  not  merely,  as  the  honorable  Speaker 
lied  it,  ^'a  wagon — ^a  mode  of  convejance  of 
oducts  to  the  consumer."    It  is  more,  infinitely 
ore;  it  estahlishes  within  the  country  an  im- 
ense  fund  of  internal  consumption.    All  its  de- 
udants — merchants,  tradesmen,  mechanics,  sea- 
en,  and  laborers  of  every  class  and  description — 
ok  to  it,  either  for  that  profit  which  makes  a 
eat  portioA  of  their  .happiness,  or  for  that  em<r 
oyment  on  which  their  subsistence  depends, 
he  state  of  agriculture  is  adapted,  and  has  been 
f  centuries,  to  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  this 
iternal  consumption.    The  farmer  is  botind  to 
)mmerce  by  a  thousand  intimate  ties,  which, 
hile  it  is  in  its  ordinary  state  of  prosperity,  he 
Mther  sees  nor  realizes.    But  let  the  current  stop, 
id  the  course  of  business  stagnate  in  consequence 
'any  violent  affection  of  commerce,  the  effect  is 
it  as  much,  and  in  some  cases  more,  by  those 
ho  inhabit  the  mountains  as  by  those  who  dwell 
1  the  seacoast.    The  country  is  associated  with 
le  city  in  cme  common   distress,  not  merely 
iroQgh  sympathy,  but  by  an  actual  perception  of 
union  in  misfortune.    It  is  this  indissoluble  com- 
lunity  of  interest  between  agriculture  and  com- 
lerce.  which  pervades  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
ntted  States,  that  makes  our  treatment  of  the 
>n)mercial  interest  one  of  the  most  delicate,  as 
ell  as  important  questions  Uiat  can  be  brought 
tfore  this  Legislature.    That  interest  is  not  of  a 
ature  long  to  be  neglected  with  im|>unity.    Its 
Dwer,  when  onoe  brougbt^into  action  by  the 
ecessity  of  self-defence,  cannot  but  be  Irresistible 
1  this  nation.    Sir,  two-fifths  of  your  white  pop- 
lation  are  cfommereial;  or,  what  is  the  same 
ling,  as  to  its  political,  effect,  have  their  happi- 
ess  so  dependent  upon  its  prosperity,  that  they 
mnot  fail  to  act  in  concert,  when  the  object  is  to 
rush  those  who  oppress,  or  those  who  are  willing 
>  destroy  it.    Of  the  five  tnillions  which  now 
institute  the  white  popiilation  of  these  States, 
vo  millioiM  are  nortn  and  east  of  New  Jersey ; 
lis  great  mass  is  naturally  and  indissolubly  con- 
ected  with  commerce.    To  this  is  to  be  added 
le  like  interest,  and  that  of  no  inconsiderable 
'eight,  which  exists  in  the  Middle  and  Southern 
tates.    Are  these  powerful  influences  to  be  for- 
otten  or  desoised?    Are  such   portions  of  the 
fnion  to  be  told  that  they  are  not  to  be  defended, 
either  on  the  ocean,  nor  yet  on  the  land?    Will 
ley,  ought  they  to,  submit  to  a  system  which,  at 
le  same  time  that  it  extracts  from  their  industry 
be  whole  national  revenue,  neither  protects  it 
broad  nor  at  home?    It  needs  no  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy to  say  that  they  will  not.    No  power  on 
arth  can  prevent  a  party  from  growing  up  in 
hese  States  in  support  of  the  rights  of  commerce 
0  a  sea  and  land  protection.    The  state  of  things 
rhich  must  necessarily  follow,  is  of  all  others  to 


be  deprecated.  As  I  have  said  before,  when  party 
pas9ioQ9  run  parallel  to  local  interests  of  ^reat 
power  and  extent,  nothing  can  prevent  national 
convulsions;  all  the  consequences  of  which  can 
neither  be  numbered  nor  measured.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  introduce  this  idea  to  threaten  or 
terrify.  I  speak,  I  hope^  to  wise  men,  to  men  of 
experience,  and  of  acquaintance  with  human  na* 
ture,  both  in  history  and  by  observation.  Is  it 
possible  to  content  great,  intelligent  and  influen- 
tial portions  of  your  citizens,  by  anything  short 
of  a  real  attention  to  their  interests,  in  some  de- 
^ee  proportionate  to  their  magnitude  and  nature? 
When  tnis  is  not  the  case,  can  any  political  union 
be  either  happy  or  lasting?  Now  is  the  time  to 
give  a  pledge  to  the  commercial  interests,  that 
they  may  be  assured  of  protection,  let  whatever 
influence  predominate  in  the  Legislature.  A  great 
majority  of  this  House  are  from  States  not  con- 
nected intimately  with  commerce.  Show,  then, 
those  who  are,  that  you  feel  for  them'as  brothers: 
that  you  are  willing  to  give  them  a  due  share  or 
th6  national  revenue  for  their  protection.  Show 
an  enlightened  and.  fair  reciprocity.  Be  superior 
to'  any  exclusive  regard  to  local  interest.  On 
such  principles,  this  Union,  so  desirable,  and  so 
justly  dear  to  us  alt,  will  continue  and  be  cher- 
ished by  every  member  of  the  compact.  But  let 
a  narrow,  selfish,  local,  sectional  policy^  prevail, 
and  struggles  will  commence,  which  wilt  termi- 
nate, throuffh  irritations  and  animosities,  in  either 
a  change  of  the  system  of  Government,  or  in  its 
dissolution. 

Mr.  I^AWSON  said  he  was  sorry  the  motion  was 
made.  He  did  not  believe,  from  the  discussion 
the  subject  had  undergone,  that  the  House  would 
undertake  to  say  on  what  objects  the  sum  appro- 
priated should  be  applied.  The  sum  proposed  to 
be  appropriated  by  the  bill  was  $150,000.  He 
was  averse  to  going  beyond  that  sum,  and  he  was 
well  persuaded  that  any  attempt  to  go  beyond 
it,  would  have  a  tendency  to  defeat  the  bill  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  Smilie  declared  himself  against  the  amend- 
ment, but  willing  to  grant  the  sum  applied  for  by 
the  proper  officer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Masters' 
motion,  and  lost — only  twenty-one  members  ris- 
ing in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Dawson  stated  that  the  fate  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia  was  well  known,  and  added  that  the 
frigates  coston  and  General  Greene  had  been  con- 
I  demned  as  unfit  for  service.  To  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  Naval  Establishment,  he  offered  a 
new  section  appropriating  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$500,000,  to  enable  the  President  to  cause  three 
additional  frigates  to  be  built. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  add,  after 'frigates,  ''or  two 
seventy- fours." 

Mr.  Lton. — Ignorant  as  I  may  be  supposed 
with  respect  to  nautical  affairs,  it  will  no  doubt 
be  thought  presumptuous  for  me  to  join  in  this 
debate,  or  to  offer  my  crude  opinions  to  the  Com- 
mittee. I  can  assure  you,  sir.  that  so  fully  am  I 
persuaded  of  this,  and  so  little  hope  have  I  that 
anything  I  can  say  on  this  subject  will  alter  the 
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opinion  of  one  gentleman  on  this  floor,  that  I 
would  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  extremely 
important  question,  did  I  not  know  that  this  is  a 
question  of  the  first  magnitude,  as  it  respects  the 
interest  of  the  Western  country,  and  did  I  not 
feel  it  my  duty  to  attempt  an  explanation  of  that 
interest. 

The  question  before  us  I  view  to  be  merely 
this,  will  the  nation  afibrd  the  reasonable  encour- 
agement and  protection  within  her  power  to  her 
own  coramerecj  carried  on  in  the  vessels  of  her 
own  citizens,  built  of  her  own  materials,  and  by 
her  own  artificers  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  will  you 
afford  a  ifeasonable  share  of  that  revenue  which 
you  derive  from  commerce  to  its  protection? 
While  commerce  is  paying  your  national  debt ; 
while  she  supports  your  civil  list  and  your  War 
Department;  while  she  pays  immense  sums  under 
the  heads  of  foreign  intercourse,  and  Mediterra- 
nean and  Indian  tributes ;  while  she  is  adding  to 
your  dominion  the  finest  rivers  on  the  globe,  with 
numberless  millions  of  the  richest  acres,  and  while 
she  furnishes  you  with  the  products  of  every 
other  country  at  a  reasonable  price,  thereby  creat- 
ly  enhancing  the  value  of  jthe  produce  ofyour 
own,  at  the  same  time  increasing  her  own  power 
of  serving  you  in  a  compound  ratio  of  about  ten 
per  cent.,  will  yousuffer  her  wings  to  be  clipped, 
and  her  vitals  to  be  struck  at  by  every  foreign  rob- 
ber who  can  set  afloat  a  bark  able  to  carry  agun? 
The  documents  laid  before  you  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  show  that  I  am  within  bounds 
when  I  thus  describe  the  powers  and  the  utility 
of  this,  I  had  almost  said,  omnipotent  handmaid — 
commerce.  While  the  petitions  from  the  mer- 
chants all  along  the  seikooard  with  which  your, 
tables  have  been  loaded,  together  with  the  news- 
papers you  every  day  rea<^  portray  a  share  only 
of  the  mjuries  commerce  sustains,  and  -the  dan- 
gers to  wnich  she  is  exposed,  they  justify  me  in 
askine  the  question :  Will  gentlemen,  I  say,  sir, 
like  the  avaricious  boy  in  the  fable,  kill  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg  ?  Or  shall  the  ox  that 
treads  out  the  corn  be  muzzled,  and  starved  in  the 
midst  of  surrounding  plenty  ? 

I  know  very  well  I  am  addressing  two  classes 
of  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  habit  of  viewing 
this  subject  in  a  light  very  different  from  myself. 
The  first  class,  the  largest,  and  very  respectable 
they  are  indeed,  consists  of  back-country  gentle- 
men, who  live  inland,  all  along  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Georgia:  being  but  little  interested  In 
commerce  themselves,  many  of  them  believe  that 
by  the  destruction  of  foreign  .commerce,  their 
constituents  will  be  driven  to  provide  their  own 
necessaries  by  their  own  industry^  and  that  it  will 
be  a  blessing  to  them.  I  fear,  sir,  these  gentle- 
men do  not  reflect  with  due  consideration;  if 
they  did,  they  would  see  that  by  the  destruction 
of  foreign  commerce^  they  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
cur to  internal  taxation,  at  a  time  when  every 
souree  is  dried  up  from  which  the  people  have 
been  in  the  habit  oT  receiving  moqey  to  pay  their 
taxes.  I  fear,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  have  not 
sufficiently  examined  the  truth  of  the  position, 
that  the  necessity  of  satisfying'  the  mere  wanu 


of  nature  seldom  excites  industry,  and  tbat  indas- 
trjr  is  produced  only  by  a  desire  to  obtain  those 
things  which  meet  the  artificial  waats  of  maa. 
I  fear,  sir^  they  disregard  the  weli-ffHwded  max- 
im, that  in  proportion  as  a  nation  aeglecls  aad 
daises  commerce  she  approaches  to  barbiflSBL 
To  ^his  class  of  gentlemen  permit  meiosay, 
that  when,  by  my  situation,  I  was  exposed  to  all 
the  preiudlces  which  back-country  peopk  bave 
imbioed  on  this  subject,  I  saw,  as  clearly  as  I  bow 
do,  the  prospect  and  the  necessity  of  this  natka 
becoming  a  great  maritime  Power.  IsawtW 
the  industry  of  the  nation,  and  her  first  iaCerest, 
I  mean  the  agricultural  interest,  wodJd  he  best 
promoted  by  providing  for  the  defence  at  the 
general  conunercial  enterprise  of  onr  /ellow-citi- 
zenjs,  who  ventured  to  build  vessels  and  embark 
their  property  on-  the  ocean ;  I  voted  aecording*- 
ly,  under  the  former  Administration,  nattl  I  foaad 
the  land  was  to  be  taxed  to  build  ships  of  war. 
I  thought  it  time  then  to  pursue  a  difierent course, 
and  althouffh  we  have  now  an  Administratioa  in 
whom  I  pbce  the  most  unbounded  eonfidencey 
and  my  geographical  situation  is  changed  to  a 
part  of  the  united  States  by  far  the  most  iatei- 
ested  of  any  in  the  protection  of  the  commercial 
ente^'prise  of  the  nation,,  as  I  shall  hereaiter  show, 
I  would  not  vote  for  money  for  the  Navy  which 
is  to  be  drawn  from  a  land  tax,  or  which  u  waat- 
ed  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the  GoTersmeat 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  To  the 
other  class  of  gentlemen  who  look  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  a  light  different  from  n^e,aad  wbo  lift  oa 
or  near  the  seacoast,  in  the  Middle  and  Sootheca 
States,  let  me  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  sel- 
dom seeing  the  waiit  of  shipping  to  carry  awsy 
the  produce  of  their  lands,  I  tear  they  fc«^  but  bi> 
tie  for  those  who  are  differently  situated.  Ihaie 
often  heard  those  ^ntlemen  say,  that  'hreasa 
^  nation  have  no  business  on  the  ocean ;  there  are 
<  foreigners  enough  who  wish  to  carry  oar  piro- 
^  duce  to  their  own.countries ;  let  them  do  so^  we 
'  ha,ve  employment  enough  for  our  people  on  the 
^  land ;  let  them  till  the  ground."  Bat.  sir,  the 
Western  people  cannot  say  that  foreigners  will 
carry  away  their  produce;  and  as  for  oar£asiera 
brethren,  who  have  not  the  most  productive  soil, 
they  are  blteed  with  industrious  haiuis  and  pro- 
lific wives ;  they  have  already  a  plentiful  pope- 
lation,  whose  adventurous  and  enterprising  genias 
has  led  them  to  be  fiimiliar  with  the  seas,  froai 
the  neighborhood  of  the  north  to  that  of  the 
south  pole.  To  the  northwest  coast  of  America 
they  are  no  strangers.  Kamschatka,  Japan.  Chi- 
na, and  the  Indian  seas,  are  nearly  as  familiar  to 
them  as  the  Mediterranean,  the  Baltic,  the  Bsy 
of  Biscay  or  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  In  the  coostroc- 
tion  of  ships  they  stand  behind  no  people  oa 
earth.  They  claim  a  riff ht  peaceably  to  navigate 
the  seas  in  all  their  lanmil  and  honest  pursoiu ; 
they  have  a  claim  on  the  nation  for  every  reason- 
able support  of  that  right.  It  is  enough,  sir,  that 
they  have  to  encounter  the  danger  of  the  boister- 
ous elements,  on  which  they  toil  for  our  comfort 
and  accommodation.  It  is  too  much  for  os  tame- 
ly to  suffer  to  be  added  to  those  dangers  the  dep- 
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redatioQs  of  robbers  and  freebooters.  We  ought 
surely  to  be  prepared  to  protect  them  on  our  own 
coasts.  In  the  mouths  of  our  own  harbors  our 
own  fellow-citizens  have  been  robbed,  of  their 
bard  earned  pittance,  and  within  a.  few  hours' 
travel  of  their  wives  and  their  families,  the  very 
nen  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  having  procured 
he  luxuries,  and  I  may  say,  the  necessaries  with 
vhich  our  tables  are  provided,  have  been  dragged 
)y  a  cruel  banditti  into  the  service,  and. compelled 
0  fight  the  battles  of  those  whose  tender  mercies 
ire  cruelties — the  very  nation  whoee  soul  burns 
xrith  envy  at  the  prospect  of  the  rising  glory  of 
his.  How  lonff  is  all  this  to  be  borne  with  7 
flow  long  ought  it  to  be  borne  with,  sir?  On 
he  other  hand,  I  may  be  asked,  how  is  it  to  be 
-emedied  1  In  that  case  I  will  answer,  it  may  be 
ong  before  it, can  be  com nletely  remedied;  in  the 
neantime  every  reasonable  effort  in  our  power  is 
iue  from  us.  Some  gentlemen  say,  let  us  defend 
}ur  commerce  by  treaties;  we  will  refuse  our 
custom  to  Britain ;  we  will  not  receive  her  unne- 
cessary manufactures,  unless  she  will  give  up  oar 
teamen  and  recognise  our  rights.  I  also  say,  treat, 
(ir  ;  I  say  punish  those  .who  invade  your  riffhts 
)y  non-importation  laws,  as  far  aa.  that  willga 
)ut  with  all  the  treaties  we  can  make,  I  should 
ike  to  see  a  demand  made  by  a  commander  of 
in  Ai^erican  ship  of  superior  force,  on  our  coast, 
>n  a  commander  of  a  British  ship,  for  the  sur* 
ender  of  the  American  citizens  on  board  his 
ihip  who  had  not  voluntarily  enlisted.  In  that 
sase,  with  a  treaty  on  your  side,  y<fu  might  look 
!br  a  compliance.  Some  gentlemen,  who  place 
:heir  confidence  in  treaties,  expect  that,  mna- 
[)arte  having  reduced  the  British  pride  by  his 
conquests  in  Germany,  the  British  Uourt  will  be 
3bli^ed  to  acknowledge  the  principle  of  free  ships 
nakmg  free  goods.  I  have  heftra  talk  of  a  con- 
vention of  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Powers  whose 
commerce  is  endangered  by  the  pernicious  prtn- 
nples  and  the  powerful  grasp  of  Britain,  and  that 
iiis  nation  ouffht  to  have  a  representation  in  that 
convention,  which  is  to  force  on  Britain  the  prin< 
•iples  of  the  armed  neutrality  of  1780.  If  ever 
;here  is  to  be  such  a  convention,  it  must  consist 
>f  those  nations  who  can  compose  an  armed  neu- 
trality. If  the  Legislature  of  this  country  set 
their  faces  against  the  increase  of  their  naval 
strength,  what  pretensions  can  we  have  to  a  rep- 
resentation in  the  convention  sitting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  agreeing  on  and  demanding  the  princi- 
ples of  the  armed  neutrality  ?  I  confess  in  that 
case  I  see  none.  But,  sir,  let  it  be  known  that 
you  have  determined  to  increase  your  naval 
strength,  with  the  increase  of  your  means,  and 
your  representative  will  stand  on  a  very  respect- 
able footing  in  such  a  convention,  if  there  should 
be  any  such.  I  have  but  little  bope  of  such  a 
convention.  I  believe  Bonaparte  thirsts  for  uni'* 
versal  dominion ;.  now  he  has  got  the  wav  open 
for  such  a  convention  we  hear  nothing  or  it.  I 
believe  he  will  let  conventions  talk  while  he  acts, 
and  I  believe  he  will  attempt  to  possess  himself  of 
the  British  navy,  by  seizing  on  their  uMisters  in  i 
London ;  and  should  he,  under  the  smiles  of  for- 1 


tune,  who  has  hitherto  proved  his  friend,  be  able 
to  get  possession  of  that  navy,  he  will,  in  defi- 
ance of  conventions  and  armed  neutralities,  dic- 
tate to  the  nations  of  the  earth  terms  more  se- 
vere than  that  nation  now  does  who  claims  to  be 
mistress  of  the  ocean.  But,  sir,  this  is  taking  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  with  mere  conjecture ; 
I  will  talk  of  reality.  It  is  really  well  under- 
stood at  this  day,  that  treaties  unsupported  by 
power  are  no  longer  regarded  by  the  nations  who 
make  them  than  they  comport  with  their  interest. 
Either'party  will  break  them  when  interest  dic- 
tates. jEIow  many  evidences  have  we  had  of  the 
truth  of  this  position  during  the  little  tin^e  this 
nation  has  existed  ?  The  very  statute  book  on 
your  table  contains  a  law  of  the  United  States 
entitled,  "An  act  to  declare  the  treaties  hereto- 
fore concluded  with  France  no  longer  obligatory 
on  the  United  States."  Has  it  not  during  this 
session  been  proposed  to  repeal  the  British  treaty  7 
If  it  has  not  been  proposed  in  due  form,  it  has 
been  much  talked  about,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  those  who  sanc^ 
tioned  that  treaty,  by  a  vote  for  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  give  it  effect.  He.  I  believe,  has  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  repealea. 

I  say,  make  treaties,  sir,  but  after  making  trea- 
ties, the  sure  way  to  have  them  respected  is  to 
be  abl^  in  some  degreej  to  enforce  them.  It  is 
certainly  in  our  power  to  give  that  protection 
to  our  commerce  on  our  coast,  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring  seas,  whicl|  can  suppress  and  keep  in  awe 
all  pirates  and  robbers,  let  their  ships  be  large  or 
small.  I  am  far  from  expecting  that  this  young 
nation  can  meet  the  whole  British  force  on  the 
element  they  have  long  called  their  own ;  but  I 
wish  the  Legislature  to  dispose  of  a  considerable 
share  of  the  present  and  the  future  increasing 
surplus  of  the  revenue  in  providing  for  that  de- 
fence which  our  commerce  stands  in  so  much 
need  of.  But  some  gentlemen  say,  if  we  build 
74-gun  ships,  we  build  them  for  the  British ;  have 
we  not  built  frigates  without  building  them  for 
the  British  ?  Have  we  not  safe  harbors  for  our 
ships  to  retire  to  whenever  a  superior  fleet  of  any 
nation  visits  our  coast?  Visit  it  is  all  they  can 
do,  and  while  they  are  uncomfortable  abroad,  our 
naval  force  may  be  comfortable  at  home,  and  out 
again  when  the  superior  force  retires.  Can  wa 
be  excused  in  doing  nothing  at  all,  because  wa 
cannot  do  everything,  because  we  are  not  able  im» 
mediately  to  create  a  fleet  superior  to  that  of  any 
other  nation  1  Shall  we  sit  down  with  folded 
hands,  determined  to  bear  every  insult,  every  in- 
iury,  and  every  degradation  that  shall  be  offered  ? 
No,  sir,  I  hope  not.  1  believe  this  nation  is  des- 
tined, at  some  future  day,  to  wrest  the  trident 
from  the  very  same  hand  that  now  holds  it.  It 
is  my  wish  to  see  my  coadjutors  of  this  day  pos- 
sessed of  a  share  of  that  patriotic  enthusiasm 
which  will  prepare  the  way,  and  lead  to  the 
speedy  completion  of  that  glorious  event.  But. 
sir,  it  has  been  often  said  that  the  maintenance  or 
a  naval  force  is  impracticable  in  a  free  country ; 
that  impressment  must  be  resorted  to,  and  impress-^ 
ments  constitute  slavery. 
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Are  not  many  of  the  principles  of  oar  Gonsti- 
tutioD  new,  as  tbejr  respect  ancient  or  modem 
republics  ?  Has  not  our  own  experience  and  pro- 
gress in  the  business  of  government  been  a  con- 
stant contradiction  to  theories  and  theorists? 
Are  you  not  told  at  this  day  that  a  republican 
form  of  government  cannot  be  supported  in  Bu- 
rope,  notwithstanding  the  example  of  this  nation 
before  th^ir  eyes? 

Because  Britain  is  obliged  to  make  use  of  a 
press-^ng  to  man  her  fleet,  which  goes  abroad  in 
pursuit  of  conquests,  in  which  the  lives  of  poor 
fellows  are  sported  awa]r,  who  have  no  interest 
in  the  Issue,  shall  it  be  said  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  press  our  gallant,  our  patriotic  sea- 
men? No,  sir.  Our  sailors  are  the  children,  not 
the  outcasts  of  the  nation :  they  will  volunteer  to 


gallant  comrade,  and  the  property  of  the  men 
who  give  them  employ.  No,  sir,  we  can  never 
have  occasion  to  press  sailors.  The  same  fishe- 
ries which  have  long  been  the  boasted  nursery  for 
British  sailors  lie  at  your  door,  and  will  always 
give  employment  in  time  of  peace  to~  our  sea- 
men ;  we  have  an  immense  coastinff- trade,  whioh 
is  a  school  for  seamen  ;  we  shall  find  seamen  as 
fast  as  we  shall  build  ships,  and  so  far  do  our  sea- 
men exceed  all  others,  that  American  ships  are 
navigated  with  abopt  half  the  hands  that  are  em- 
ployed by  any  other  nation  to  navigate  ships  of 
equal  burden.  But  suppose,  sir,  that  iQl  the  Amer- 
ican seamen  should  be  regularly  registered  and 
arranged  into  divisions  and  subdivisions,  on  a 
well-regulated  marine  militia  system,  subject  to 
be  called  upon  to  do  their  respective  tours  of  duty 
as  the  land  militia  are.  For  my  part  I  wish  this 
may  be  done ;  no  man  can  doubt  the  justice  or 

Sracticability  of  such  a  measure.  If  this  should 
e  called  impressment,  then  ordering  out  the  land 
militia  may  be  called  impressment.  If  it  is  a 
hardship  for  tf* sailor  to  be  obliged  to  ffo  a  three  or 
four  months'  cruise  in  defence  of  his  and  his 
country's  rights,  for  wages  fixed  on  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, is  It  not  also  a  hardship  for  a  militia- 
man to  be  ordered  out  and  obliged  to  march  five 
hundred  or  one  thousand  miles  m  defence  of  his 
own  and  his  country's  rights?  I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  judge  with  regard  to  what  sized  vessels  are 
best  for  the  defence  of  our  commerce,  but  that 
we  ought  to  attempt  to  defend  it^  I  most  reli- 
giously believe.  One  reason  that  mduces  me  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  now  under  consideration 
is,  that  I  incline  to  think  it  may  be  well  to  have 
some  ships  of  all  sizes ;  another  is,  the  resolu- 
tion comes  before  us  sanctioned  by  the  opinion  of 
a  respectable  committee  of  this  House,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
whose  iud^rment  in  matters  of  this  kind  I  confide 
more  than  in  my  owo.  In  his  communication  to 
this  House  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  after 
brioginff  to  our  view  the  pillaged  and  exposed 
state  of  our  commerce,  he  expressed  himself  in 
these  words :  **  Considerable  provision  has  been 

•  made  under  former  authorities  from  Congress 

*  of  materials  for  the  construction  of  ships  of  74 

'  guns ;  these  materials  are  on  hand,  subject  to  the  | 


'  future  will  of  the  Legislature.     An  immediate 
'  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  arms  is  also 
*  submitted  to  your  determination.^'     I  am  son 
that  no  member,  who  considered  the  latter  mea- 
sure as  recommended  by  the  President  of  the 
Doited  States,  can  say  the  former  clause  is  not 
also  a  modest  recommendation  of  the  Presidedt 
to  use  the  materials  and  build  the  74's.    Consid- 
erable of  those  materials  spoken  of  by  the  Presi- 
dent are  unfit  for  any  other  use  than  74-gnn  skips. 
This  I  have  from  the  best  authority. 

This  nation,  sir,  has  been  called  a  great  laad 
animal,  and  it  nas  been  wittily  said,  that  she  most 
keep  out  of  the  water  lest  the  shark  bite  off  her 
proboscis ;  but,  sir,  if  I  may  be  indaJged  in  pro- 
phetic allegory,  I  will  say  this  nation  sHmU  be 
like  unto  a  grand  mammoth  beaver,  the  wisdom 


cruise  in  the  neighboring  seas  to  defend  their  own.  of  her  sagacious^  head,  and  the  industry  of  her 


powerful  claws,  shall  raise  her  agriculture  and 
manufactures  to  grandeur  indescri&ble ;  her  riv- 
ers directed  into  canals,  flowing  regularly,  like 
the  blood  in  the  veins  and  arteries  of  a  great  ani- 
mal, shall  waft  to  and  from  the  centre,  and  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  her  internal  commerce, 
created  and  supported  by  bee  highly  improved 
arts  and  manufactures ;  her  broad  hack,  extending 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  upholding  one 
thousand  fine  towns  and  cities,  painted  with  all 
the  variegated  colors  of  a  landscape,  shall  teem 
with  all  the  richest  productions  of  the  globe;  it 
shall  be  intersected  with  useful  roads  and  most 
magnificent  causeways ;  she  shall  support,  hi  a 
style  of  comfort  and  accommodation  heretofore 
unknown  to  any  nation,  one  hundred  miiiions  of 
people,  free  ana  happy.  In  those  days  she  shall, 
by  the  exercise  of  her  mighty  and  piscatory  tail, 
sweep  from  the  ocean  the  pirate^ofererynatioa, 
and  she  shali  give  the  grateful  and  consenting 
world  a  commentary  on  the  laws  of  nations,  con- 
tained in  six  words,  namely :  Man  shall  peacea- 
bly occupy  the  seas. 

I  believe,  sir,  I  have  as  great  a  desire  to  deserve 
and  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  this  Hoose  as 
most  members'  in  it ;  but  unfortunately  my  zeal 
in  whatever  I  deem  important  to  the  natioa,  has 
led  some  gentlemen  at  times  to  attribute  to  me 
motives  which  never  govern  me.  On  this  occa- 
sion I  will  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  the  Com- 
mittee with  an  explanation  of  that  high  interest, 
which,  in  the  outset,  I  observed  the  Western 
country  had  in  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee. When  I  have  done  this  I  will  re^t  on  the 
candor  of  every  gentleman  to  attribute  my  zeal 
to  the  true  motive — ^the  interest  of  the  people  1 
have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  neither  wish  nor  expect  to  have  seventy-four- 
gun  ships  built  on  the  Western  waters.  The 
shoals  kt  the  qiouth  of  the  Mississippi  will  oof 
suffer  them  to  go  to  sea  if  they  were  built  there; 
besides  which,  I  think  they  ought  to  he  beilt 
nearer  to  the  eye  of  the  Government ;  but,  sir,  I 
have  a  more  powerful  motive — I  mean  the  in- 
terest the  Western  country  has  in  the  sale  and 
the  price  of  inerchant  ships. 

It  is  too  well  known  to  need  proof  or  explana- 
tion, that  the  Weatem  country  baa,  for  -some 
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irears  past,  raised  more  produce  for  exportation, 
iccordiDg  to  the  number  of  working  hands,  than 
my  other  part  of  the  United  States,  and  that  ex-^ 
}ortation  from  that  country  is  increasing  in  a 
atio*  nearly  eqnal  to  its  population.  It  is  also 
V'ell  known  that  neither  foreign  nor  domestic 
bippers  will  come  to  purchase  our  produce  at 
mr  warehouses.  No,  sir,  we  do  not  boast  of  being 
ible  to  get  rid  of  our  produce  with  the  same  con- 
^eoience  the  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States 
an.  We  have  to  carry  it  ourselyes  many  thou- 
and  miles  before  we  can  find  a  purchaser,  and 
hen  too  often  to  a  very  low  market^  for  want  of 
hippinff  at  New  Orleans  to  carry  it  uom  there. 

Flat-bottomed  boats  of  fifteen  tons  burden  have 
generally  been  used  for  carryring  this  produce 
(own  ;  the  average  price  of  whieh  i^one  hundred 
loKars;  five  men  are  employed  at  the  average 
>rice  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  ;„  it  costs  at 
east  one  hundred  dollars  to  support  the  hands 
lown  and  to  support  the  supercargo  while  at 
!>rleans.  and  one  hundred  dolUrs  more  may  be 
et  down  for  insurance.  This  is  eight  hundred 
lollars  for  the  freight  of  fifteen  tons  ;  the  flatboat 
s  set  adrift,  or  sold  for  the  price  of  firewood  at 

QOSt. 

Within  a  short  time  ship  building  has  been 
lommenced  on  the  Western  waters.  It  is  found 
hat  ten  hands  can  navigate  a  ship  of  two  or  three 
lundred  tons  burden  easier. and  with  more  safety 
ban  five  hands  can  navigate  a  flatboat  of  fifteen 
oDs.  There  is  now  a  ship  of  450.  tons  at  the  falls 
if  Ohio;  she  will  carry  as  much  as  thirtjr  flatr 
>oats  wheih navigated  by  twelve. hands;  this  will 
ave  in  the  ccmstruction  of  flatboats  $3,000 ;  she 
ivill  save  the  wages  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
iighi  men,  which  is  $13,800  more,  besides  the 
taving  to  the  country  of  the  labor  of  one  hundred 
md  thirty-eight  men  three  months  at  least,  who 
nay  be  usefully  employed  in  raising  another  crop. 
She  will  save  $6,000  in  the  provision  for  the 
lands  and  in  the  insurance.  Suppose  this  ship  to 
)e  loaded  with  4,500  barrels  of  floor,  and  suppose  we 
;hrow  ofi'from  the  $22,800  calculated  to  be  saved, 
$4,800  for  the  extra  wages  of  the  ship's  hands 
lown  and  for  insurance.  The  saving  between 
carrying  down  a  barrel  of  flour  in  this  way  and 
in  toe  usual  way  of  flatboats  is  four  dollars  at 
least — a  very  pretty  saving,  indeed,  sir,  in  a  coun- 
try where  flour  has  often  been  sold  under  three 
lollars  a  barrel.  A  proportionate  saving  will  be 
raade  in  the  carriage  of  beef,  pork,  cotton,  hemp, 
tobacco,  and  almost  every  other  article  that  we 
tend  to  marker.  If  the  Government  extends  that 
protection  to  commerce,  which  will  hold  up  the 
price  of  Americaa  built  ships,  this  saring  will  be 
continued ;  if  that  protection  is  withheld,  this  im- 
portant saving  must  be  lost  to  us ;  and  althouprh, 
lit  the  outset^  a  considerable  share  of  the  saving 
goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  merchant,  it  most,  if 
the  business  of  ship  building  increases,  as  we 
would  fain  fat>pe  it  will,  it  must,  I  say,  eventually, 
by  the  enhancement  of  the  price  oi  produce,  go 
into  the  pocket  of  the  farmer. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  itself  could  have  very 
eon veaietitly 'spared  500.000  bashela  of  Indiao 


com  last  year,  to  be.sent,  at  a  great  profit,  to  the 
Atlantic  States,  where  it  seems  it  was  muck 
wanted,  had  she  had  sea  vessels  to  send  it  in. 
She  could  do  the  same  this  year;  yet  some  per- 
sons who  ventured  to  take  corn  down  in  flat- 
boats  last  year  to  New  Orleans,  could  find  no  ves- 
sels to  ship  it  in,  and  it  was  there  sold  for  less 
than  half  a  dollar  a  bushel,  while,  in  some  of  the 
Atlantic  ports,  it  sold  for  more  than  two  dollars, 
and  many  of  them  but  little  short  of  it.  Thus 
some  of  our  adventurers  were  ruined,  and  all  in- 
jured in  a  very  laudable  enterprise. 

The  State  m  whose  representation  I  have  the 
honor  of  bearing  a  part,  includes  the  river  Ohio 
for  near  nine  hundred  miles;  it  borders  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  includes  one-half  of  that  river, 
about  seventy  miles;  scarce  a  mile  the  whole 
length  this  way  but  a  site  for  a  ship  yard  can  be 
found ;  from  the  ()06om  of  that  State  seven  fine 
large  rivers  discharge  themselves  into  the  Ohio; 
on  all  which  sea  vessels  may  ^e  built,  and  from 
thence  floated  into  the  ocean.  Our  white  oak, 
walnut,  mulberry,  cedar,  and  locust  timber,  of 
which  we  have  an  inezbaustible  supply,  .is  ex* 
ceeded  by  none  on  the  continent.  The  timber 
on  our  best  lands,  which  are  to  be  speedily  culti- 
vated, will  be  destroyed,  and  no  benefit  derived 
from  it,  unless  used  within  a  feV  years.  Our 
mountains  abound  in  iron  ore  and  stone  coal,  to 
which  there  are  fine  streams  for  water-'Works  ad* 
iacent.  No  State  in  the  Union  at  this  time,  I 
believe,  produces  half  as  much  h.emp  as  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  culture  of  that  ajrticle  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  niany  parts  of  the  Western  country. 

If,  sir,  tne  statements  I  have  made  are  correct, 
and  I  believe  no  one  can  doubt  their  authenticity, 
it  DQust  be  seen  that  no  portion  of  the  nation  is 
so  deeply  interested  in  the  protection  of  its  com* 
merce  as  the  Western  people.  The  la.ws  and 
regulations  of  other  commercial  nations  not  al* 
lowing  American  built  ships  to  be  naturalized, 
their  subjects  or  citizens  seldom  buy  our  ships; 
the  strong  current  of  the  Mississippi  does  not 
allow  them  to  come  back  to  us,  ana  without  the 
aid  of  Government  in  protecting  the  commerce  of 
the  nation,  the  American  merchant  canuot  afford  to 
buy  them ;  so  that  just  as  we  have  entered  on  the 
ship  building  business,  and  beginning  to  see  its 
utility,  without  that  aid  and  protection  we  shall 
be  thrown  back  on  our  flatboat  system,  by  which 
one-half  the  value  of  our  produce  is  expended  in 
carrying  it  to  a  place  of  shipment. 

In  another  and  more  important  point  of  view 
the  people  of  the  Western  country  are  more 
deeply  Interested  in  the  nation's  having' some  line- 
of-battle  ships  than  any  part  of  the  Union.  The 
produce  of  that  whole  country,  watered  by  one 
one  hundred  navigable  rivers,  must  empty  into 
the  Bay  of  Mexico  at  one  narrow  pass.  Any  na- 
tion with  whom  we  have  a  diflerence,  possessing 
a  single  lioe-of-battle  ship,  may  blocx  up  that 
pass ;  our  frigates,  whose  timbers  and  whose  metal 
are  inferior  to  those  of  a  seventy-four,  cannot 
meet  her  on  .equal  terms.  Thus,  while  the  na- 
tion is  without  ships-of-the-line,  as  they  are 
called,  the  merchants  who  export  the  produce  of 
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the  Western  eoantry  are  momentljr  exposed  to 
rain,  and  our  produce  is  subject  to  perisn  on  the 
bAnds  of  the  farmer  for  want  of  a  marlret.  This 
argument  may  be  said  to  apply  to  New  York  or 
some  other  Atlantic  port ;  but,  sir,  it  applies  in  a 
tenfold  ratio  to  the  Western  country ;  the  block- 
ing up  of  one  of  the  Atlantic  ports  would  in- 
crease the  business  of  another,  and  although  there 
might  be  great  injury  done  by  such  blockade,  it 
would  not  ruin  the  whole  Eastern  country,  as 
must  be  the  case  with  the  Western  country  in 
blocking  up  the  month  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  sunbeams  of  commerce  have  just  began 
to  bless  the  Western  hemisphere  with  her  genial 
and  fascinating  smiles  by  the  introduction  of  ship 
building;  but  the  late  depredations  on  the  com- 
merce of  this  country^ cause  a  darkening  cloud 
to  hmigoTer  our  prospects,  and  all  our  fond  hopes 
are  in  danger  of  being  blasted  by  what  I  call  a 
narrow  and  illiberal  policy.  I  pray  God  most 
ferrently  to  open  the  hearts  and  eyes  of  gentle- 
men on  this  important  subject. 

Mr.  Ltor'b  amendment  was  disagreed  to^— 
yeas  2a 

When  the  section  offered  by  Mr.  Dawson  was 
likewiire  disagreed  to— yeas  40,  nays  54. 

A  new  section  offered  by  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  sell  such  of  the  national 
▼essels  as  in  his  opinion  shall  be  in  such  a  situa 
tion  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
not  to  repair  the  same,  was  agreed  to— yeas  63 
nays  35. 

The  Committee  then  ra<ie  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  the  Honse  took  into  consideratroa. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  mored  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

Messrs.  J.  Clat,  R.  Nelson,  and  BGDiNofia, 
sapported  j  and  Messrs. Dawson,  Vabncm^Greqg, 
Dana,  and  Elmbb,  opposed  this  motion,  which 
was  disagreed  to-*yeas  24,  nays  76,  as  follows: 

TsAS— Isame  Andeison,  David  Bard,  Geotge  M.  Bed- 
kigBf,  Robert  Brown,  Ghristonher  Clark,  Jowph  Clay, 
Matthew  Chty,  Xeonard  Covuigton,  Peter  Eariy,  Pc- 
teason  Goedwrn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  HamUton,  Michael 
Letb,  Pittick  Magnider>  Roger  Nelson,  John  Rea  of 
Penasylvania,  Jacob  Riehaids,  Thomas  dandlbrd,  Sam- 
aei  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  PhUip  R.  Thomp«>n, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

Nats— 'Evan  Alexander,  WilKs  AislMi,  jr.,  Joseph 
Baikor,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas 
Blount,  htm  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad.  Orchaid  Cook,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Eva  Darby,  John  Dav-  I 
enport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  E1-' 
lis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WiUiam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles 
Goldaboroiigh,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Hataej,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
JohnG.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josidi  Masters,  Wil- 
liam McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jerenifah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jona^an  O.  Mosely, 
Ooidon  S.  Mumfoid,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton.  mnior,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  PitMn,  junior,  John 
*;nah,  Josiah  Qainev,  John  Rossell,  Peter  Saiily« 
ThMMs  fiofflaen^  JibatiA  G.  SohmiemaB,  Jaa.  SkMttI 


John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soufiiard,  Jesifh 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaJImadge,  San* 
uel  Tenney,  David  ThomsB,  Tfaomaa  W.  Thoapna, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Kifiaa 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yamom,  Peleg  Itjii- 
worth,  John  WhitehiU,  Mannaduke  WiUJMuaa,  ICadhsa 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winatoa. 

Mr.  Mabtbbb  then  mored  to  anaend  tke  hflL  by 
striking  out.  in  the  third  line  of  the  aforesaid  irst 
section  of  tne  bill,  the  words  *^  one  Imadred  sad 
fifty  thousand,"  and  inserting  in  lien  thereoC  the 
words  "  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ;"  whkk 
passed  in  the  negatirc — yeas  31,  nays  71,  ws  fol- 
lows: 

Teas — John  Blake,  junior,  Orehaid  Cosk,  Sbnmej 
W.  Duna,  John  DaTenport,  junior,  Caleb  ^m^  WB^ 
fiam  Ely,  SUas  Halsey,  Seth  HastinB«,  David  Hovgii, 
Matthew  Lyon,  RebCTt  Marion,  Joeiah  MaaUn,  J«b»> 
than  O.  Mciaely,  Gnrdoa  S.  Mnmfiiid,  JensuahNflbon, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Qnin^,  Join  Rnaafll, 
Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas  Saounons,  Martin  6.  Sebone- 
man,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samad 
Tenney,  DaWd  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompaoo,  Uii 
Traey,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Kiliian  K.  Van  Rcnw. 
laer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  WUUaoM. 

NATS-^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Akton,  jon^  laae 
Anderson.  David  Burd,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.Bcd- 
inger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Chiborac, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Jsha 
Clopton.  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Sitb- 
ard  Cutts,  Etra  Darbj,  John  Dawson,  Peter  BuIt, 
James  Elliot,  Ebeneser  Efaner,  John  W.  Ef^ies,  Wa- 
Uam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Jas.  M.  Gu- 
sett,  Chailes  Goldsbonmgh,  Petetaoa  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gfay,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jolin  Haa- 
illon,  David  Hofanea,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambot, 
Midiael  Leib,  Joasph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Patrick  Mi^ivdsi, 
WiUiam  McCreeiy,  Nkhcdas  R.  Moor»,  Thoa.  Moen^ 
Jeremiah  Moirow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tbaa. 
Newton,  junior,  Gideon  Oiia,  John  Pogh,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pennsj^lvaaia,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jaoob  Richaids,  Thomas  Sandfcrd,  Jm.  Ifloan, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smi&,  Samuel  Smith,  Heuy  South- 
ard, Richard  Sunford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Fhihp  R. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  WhitehiD,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  David  R.  Wflliams,  Marmadnke  Wittiami^ 

Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 
ston. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wbombsoat,  April  1^ 

An  engrosaed  bill  for  for^fying  the  pMts  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for  boildi^ 
gunboats,  was  read  the  third  timei  atkd  paased. 

Mr.'TnoiiAB  M*  Ramoolph,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  fifth  nlti mo,  presented  a 
bill  adding  to,  and  amending  the  dittereat  acts  of 
Febraar?  tweniT-tferenth,  and  March  third,  oae 
titousand  eight  nundred  and  one,  and  May  Uiird, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  *'  coBC^ft* 
iog  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  net  o£ 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  handred  and 
five,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of 
GeQi;0etown ;  whkh  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
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nitted  to  a  Covvnittee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
norrow* 

REDEMPTION  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
:he  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
mtitled  **An  act  makiuff  provision  for  the  re- 
lemption  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
Jnited  States." 

The  Chairman  proceeded  to  read  the  bill  until 
le  came  to  tbe  fourth  and  fifth  sections,  Vbich 
tu thorite  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fuiid 
o  appoint  one  agent  in  Loudon,  and  another  in 
imsterdam,  to  receiye  sdbscriptions  and  transfers,' 
ikid  to  issue  uew  certificates ;  and  to  enable  the 
koiders  of  old  six  per  ce&t.  deferred,  or  three  per 
*ent.  stocks,  who  may  become  subscribers  to  the 
lew  stock  either  in  the  Ijfoited  States  or  in  Eu- 
rope, and  who,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and 
>n  the  day  of  the  subscription,  shall  be  resident 
n  Europe,  to  receive  the  interest  on  their  stock, 
iither  in  the  United  States,  or  at  London,  or  in 
Imsterdam. 

Mr.  Varndm moTed  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sec- 
ion. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Davenport. 
tad  opposed  by  Mr.  J.  Randolpb,  and  disagreed 
0— ayes  34,  noes  4S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  compen- 
ation  allowed  to  each  of  the  above-agents  was 
lied  at  ^aOOO-rayes  48. 

The  eighth  section  was  read  a^  follows  : 

8bc.  8.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  Thtt,  from 
ind  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  whenever  it 
hall  be  necessary  to  issue  tiew  oertificates,  either  in 
tea  of  sach  eertifiqites  of  old  six  per  eent;  or  de- 
erred  stock,  as  may  be  loet  or  destroyed,  or  by  rea- 
ion  of  a  transftr  of  such  stock  ftom  a  stockholder  to 
mother,  or  Ihun  the  books  of  an  office  to  those  of  ano- 
her  office ;  the  new  oettificales.  Instead  of  stating  the 
leminal  amount  of  stock  which  onginally  was,  bat  is 
lo  longer  the  snm  actually  due  by  the  United  States, 
ihail  express  the  tme  amount  of  the  annuity  due,  at  the 
mte  of  eight  per  cent  on  the  original  amount  of  prin- 
apal,  at  the  time  when  it  shall  cease.  Bat  all  the  other 
iroTisions  heretofore  made  by  law,  and  now  in  ibrce, 
elative  to  the  said  stocks,  shall  remain  in  full  force,  as 
fno  alteration  h»d  been  made  in  the  form  of  the  cer- 
Lficates ;  and  such  new  certificates  may  be  subscribed, 
Q  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  according 
0  the  then  unredeemed  amount  of  the  principal  stock 
riginally  due. 

Mr.  QuiRCT  nu>ved  to  strike  this  section  out. 
inder  the  impression  that  it  impaired  tbe  original' 
on  tract  between  the  United  States  and  the  pub- 
ic creditors. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  vindicated  the  section  against 
his  charge. 

Mr.  Dana  did  not  think  it  impaired  the  original 
iontract,  but  considered  it  superfluous,  as,  in  his^ 
>pinion,  the  power  given  by  it  wae  already  vested' 
)y  law  in  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
vheo  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  lost, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
hac  part  of  the  bill  which  provides  for  the  con- 
rersien  of  thxee  per  cent*  stock  into  six  pec  cent. 


with  "$izty-two-aBd-a-ha)f  ;'*  by  which  the  holder 
of  every  hundred  dollars,  in  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  is  entitled  to  receive  sixty-two-and-a-half 
doUafs  of  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  CaowNiNaHiELD  opposed  this  motion,  ae 
Well  as  the  provision  for  converting  the  three  per 
cent,  ikito  six  per  cent,  stock,  under  the  idea  tout 
it  would  he  injurious  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  defended  the  provision,  and  made 
a  detailed  argument|  to  show  that  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dana  declared  himself  lo  fav(»r  of  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Jackson  spoke  against  it. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  advocated  this  part  of  the 
billi  and  Mr.  Crowninshigld  replied ;  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  John 
Randolph  and  agreed  to — ayes  51,  noes  34. 

A  motion,  mad^  by  Mr.  Mdmford,  requiring 
the  agents,  before  they  enter  on  the. execution  of 
their  offices,  to  take  an  oath  or  aflkmation  for  the 
diligent  execution .  of  their  trusts,  and  requiring 
them  to  give  bonds  in  one  or  more  sureties,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollatS'--wu8 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  quoted 
in  the  following  section,  with  a  view  of  resttain- 
ing  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  present  three 
per  cents,  and,  tinder  the  hnpression  that,  in  the 
new  stock  prcmosed  to  be  created,  the  Government 
liberated  iiselr  from  the  obligation  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain part  of  theprineipal  and  interest  herttofore 
stipulated : 

Sxc.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bimee  of 
Repreeeniativee  of  the  ImUed  States  of  America,  m 
Cor^rest  fueembied.  That  a  subscription  to  the  Ml 
amount  of  the  ^  old  six  per  cent,  deferred  and"  thiee 
per  osntslodte  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  proposed ; 
for  which  purpose  books  shaU  be  opened  at  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  several  Comaie- 
sioners  of*  Loans,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  con- 
tinue open  until  the  seventeenth  day  of  December 
next  following,  inclusively,  the  fourteen  last  days  of 
each  quarter  excepted,  for  such  parts  of  the  above-men- 
tioned descriptions  of  stock  as  snail,  on  the  day  of  sub- 
scription, stand  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  of 
the  several  Commissioners  of  Loans,  respectively ; 
which  subscription  shall  be  efiected  by  a  transfer  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  sndi 
transfers,  of  the  credit  or  credits,  standing  on  the  said 
books,  and  by  a  surrender  of  the  oertificates  of  the  stock 
subscribed. 

Mr.  John  Randolph  and  Mr.  J.  Clay  opposed 
this  motion,  and  denied  the  justice  of  the  observa- 
tion made  hy  Mr.  Dana;  when  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section  was  lost  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with 
several  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  Ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow — ayes  56. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 

• 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  nit,  and  continuing  in  force  for  a  cer- 
tain time  the  firet  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
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act  farther  to  protect  tbe  commerce  and  seamen 
of  tbe  United  States  against  the  Barhary  Pow» 
er^"  as  follows : 

Sxc,  1.  Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That,  itom  and  alter  the 

■■    '  ■  day-of next,  so  nradi  of  any  act,  or  acts,  as 

lays  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by is,  repealed,  and.  from  and  aiier  the  day  aftresaid, 
salt  shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States  firee  of 
duty. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  as  allows  a  bounty  on  exi>orted  salt  provisions, 
and  pickled  fish,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of  the  duties  on 
the  salt  employed  in  curing  the  same,  and  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  makes  an  allowance  to  the  owners 
and  crews  of  fishing  vessels,  in  lieu  df  drawback  of 
the  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  by  the  same,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of 
the  act,  passed  on  the  25th  dsy  of  March,  1B04,  entitled 
An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,  as  is 
contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  continued  in  force  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  QrUiNCY  moved  so  to  amend  the  first  section 
as  to  repeal  the  act  laying  a  duty  o^  salt,  additional 
to  that  originally  impost,  so  as  to  take  off  at  pres- 
ent theduty  of  eight  cents  a  bushel.  He  said  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  taking  off  the  whole  duty 
on  salt  woald  have  an  injurious  effect.  A  differ- 
ence of  twenty  cents  on  the  bushel  would  oper- 
ate very  seriously  on  those  who  bad  already  made 
shipments.  It  was  part  of  tjie  duty  of  a  Legisla- 
tor to  avoid  making  such  sudden-changes  as  tended 
to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  mercaatila  world 
in  the  stability  of  the  laws.  Whenever  changes 
were  made,  they  ought,  in  his  ojiinion,  to  be  grad- 
ual. Although  he  considered  the  general  effect  of 
this  measure  most  important,  yet,  by  too  sudden 
an  operation,  it  mi^t  affect  a  respectable  class  of 
individuals  very  injuriously.  He  would  state  the 
effect  which  he  apprehended  it  would  have.  Sup- 
pose the  repeal  should  take  effect  on  the  first  day 
of  Jul  V.  A  cargo  of  salt  generally  averages  about 
four  thousand  bushels ;  the  prime  cost  at  Liver- 
pool was  i^bout  eleven  cents  a  bushel.  Tbe  cost  of 
the  cargo  would,  therefore,  be  only  $440 ;  the  duty 
would  amount  to  $800 ;  toe  freight,  dbc.,  to  about 
$1,000 ;  makiug  an  aggregate  of  $2,240,  which 
would  be  the  cost  in  this  country,  on  a  mercantile 
calculation,  supposing  the  present  duties  to  remain 
in  force.  The  present  price  of  salt  in  thi^  country 
was  about  fifty-three  cents  a  bushel,  which  would 
produce  something  less  than  92}240.  l^he  reason 
of  the  sum  for  which  it  Is  sold  being  less  than 
that  it  costs  is,  that  salt  is  merely  made  use  of,  in 
most  cases,  as  a  return  cargo.  Taking  off  the 
duty  of  twenty  cents,  would  reduce  the  price  to 
thirty-three  cents  a  bosheli  which  would  detrapt 
$920  from  the  value  of  the  cargo,  and  would  be 
more  than  double  the  prime  cost  of  the  salt.  To 
80  great  a  reduction,  so  suddenly  made^  Mr.  QrUiN- 
CT  said  he  objected.  He  had,  he  said,  another 
reason  for  being  against  the  section  as  it  stood. 
The  doty  on  salbwas  amon^  the  duties  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.    At  the  | 


time  this  pledge  was  made,  tlie^dotv  was  twdve 
cents.  The  additional  duty  of  ei^ht  cents  was 
afterwards  imposed.  His  object  ^nts,  to  redaee 
the  existing  duty  eight  cents,  and  to  Id  the  origt- 
nal  duty  of  twelve  cents  stand,  at  least,  oetii 
some  notice  had  been  given  to  the  mcicaotile 
world.  He  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
was  highly  desirable,  and  would  be  verf  popoltr. 
He  might  not,  perhaps,  object  to  an  entiie  lepnl 
if  time  were  allowed  him  to  coosiik  his  eoiauta- 
ents,  some  of  whom  might  possibly  be  mined  by 
it.  All  things  considered,  he  thoo^ht  it  would  be 
best  to  reduce  the  duty  at  present  eight  ceotk 
This  would  leave  Congress  at  Uberty,  at  dieir 
next  session,  to  take  the  eoUre  repeal  into  con- 
sideration, which  might  be  done,  in  eaae  tikey  coa- 
sidered  it  eligible. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  aheali  piafei  the 
taking,  off  eight  cents,  rather  than  wifeting  the 
duty  to  remain  as  it  stood-  at  present;  but  he 
hoped  the  whole  duty  would  be  taihen  off  One 
of  tbe  objections  of  the  gentleman  to  taking  off 
ihe  whole  duty  was,  that  the  merchants  who  have 
imported  salt  may  be  injured  bv  it,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  compete  with  those  who  have  imported 
it  duty  free.  But  this  argument  operated  two 
ways.  Did  it  not  spply  ditterently  w^hen  the  dutf 
on  salt  was  first  laiaf.  At  that  time,  the  rerf 
man.  who  now  loses,  ffained  in  a  correspoodeat 
ratio.  To  hb  mind,  Mr.  R.  said,  it  wa&  the  strae- 
^t  reason  on  earth,  if  this  nation  wre  in  a  situs 
tion  to  give  up  all  its  taxes,  that  it  should  be  laid 
by  any  gentleman,  don't  repeal  the  laws  imposia^ 
them,  because  my  constituents,  the  mercbaats, 
have  paid  duties  on  some  of  them.  If  so,  yoor 
taxes,  so  far  .from  being  diminished,  maygooa 
increasing  ad  in^nium.  But,  the  uuth  is,  we 
ha  vie  the  same  right  now  to  take  off  the  dntf  oa 
salt  as  our  predecessors  had  to  lay  it  on. 

But  it  seems  that  the  original  daty  of  tvelre 
cents  was  put  into  pledge  for  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt.  We  were  told  the  same  thing  five 
years  ago  wheA  we  proposed  to  repeal  the  internal 
taxes.  They  were,  however,  repea  led  without  any 
violatiop  of  the  public  faith, and  wherefore ?  The 
nation  has  contracted  a  debt  to  the  poblic  creditor, 
and  so  lon^  as  the  Government  finds  funds  where- 
with to  pay  |t.  the  public  creditor  has  no  right  to 
ask  whether  we  take  it  from  oar  coat  or  breeches 
pocket  ?  Whether  from  a  land  tax,  an  excise, « 
tirom  d u ties  on  imported  articles  ?  The  pledge  oa 
our  side  is,  to  find  money.  If,  aAer  the  repeal  of 
this  duty,  the  ways  and  means  for  the  payment  of 
this  debt  are  found  deficient^  I  agree  that  we  are 
bound  to  niake  good  .the  deficiency.  Bot  what  do 
we  propose  ?  The  amount  of  the  duty  oa  salt  is 
less  than  $600,000^  and  at  the  same  time  that  we 
take  this  off,  we  impose  a  duty  which  will  pro- 
duce a  million.  We  take  off  a  duty  on  a  neces- 
sary of  life,  which  falls  peculiarly  heavy  oa  the 
poor,  and  on  agriculture,  and  lay  an  ad  valorem 
duty  on  gauze,  catgut,  and  the  Lord  knows  what, 
which  produces  from  three  to  five  thousand  dol- 
lars more. 

Mr.  Q^mNCT  asked  whether  a  datjr  whieh  pro- 
daced  $650,000,  a  year,  which  was  limited  to  the 


1057 


mSTORT  OF  C0NGRBS8. 


1058 


Apbil,  1S06. 


Duiy  an  SM. 


H.  OF  a, 


end  of  thencilt  session,  add  which  was  not  pledged 
to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  could  be  con- 
sidered as  equivalent  to  a  permanent  duty  of  half 
a  million,  imposed  by  an  act  which  could  not  be 
repealed  until  the  debt  was  paid  ?  He  did  not 
thiDJc  the  new  tax  was  a  substitute  of  equal  value, 
and  he  considered  it  one  of  the  objects  of  this 
bill  to  ffet  rid  of.  the  pledge  to  pay  the  debt* 

Mr.  J.  Cult  felt  dispo^Ml  to  give  fevery  credit 
to  gentlemen  in  their  professions  of  regard  to- 
wards the  public  debt.  The  answer  to  the  ob- 
jection was  this:  A  certain  fund,  arising  from  the. 
impost,  was  pledged  to  the  payment  and  interest 
>f  the  debt,  An  act  had  passed  the  last  Congress 
increasing  the  fund  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
from  $7,§00,00d'  to  98,000)000.  Jf  the  duty  on 
salt  was  not  a  component  part  of  this  sum,  the> 
objection  of  gentlemen  was.  futile.    Now  it  was 

I  fact,,  that,  so  much^  asthis  sum  was  diminished 
by  taking  off  the  $520,000  arising  from,  the  doty 
on  salt,  so  much  was  it  ittcreas«d  by  the  other 
duty  proposed  to  be  laid  by  this  act.  So  long  as 
the  taxes  pledged  exceeded  eight  millions,  the 
G^overnment  sacredly  regards  their  engagenients. 
&s  an  answer  to  all  the  sensibiliiy  disp&yed  -by 
[gentlemen  for  thie  public  ftfitb,  permit  m^ ,  said 
Sdr.  C.«  to  refer  them  to  a  retolution  proposed  in 
the  seventh  Congress,  on  the  25th  of  January, t 
L802,  instructing  the  Comjnittee  Of  W&ys  and 
Ideans  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taiciag 
>ff,  or  reducing,  the  duty  on'  brown  sqgar,  coffee, 
lad  bobea  tea.  Another  objection  urg^  by  gen^ 
lemen  is,  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  tlie  merchants. 
There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  eonsequeooe  of  it  the 
vice  of  salt  will  fail;  but,  would  not  this  have 
leen  the  effect  on  bohea  tea,  had  tiMir  measure 
leen  successful?  The  effect, . however,  will  be 
{Tadoal,.and  there  will  be  but  little  loss  sustuned 
}Y  anf  one  individual^  as  the  price  will  fa^in  to 
all  immediately  on  taking  off  the  duty.  I  believe 
t  is  not  a  material  error  to  say,  that  the  traffic  is 
tretty  much  in  the  hands,  of  those  men  wiio  en- 
oyed  it  when  the  duf y  was  laid ;  and  if  so,  those 
vho  now  los^  will  omy  lose  as  much  as  they  be^ 
ore  sained.  I  hope  the  blank  in  the  bill  will  be 
0  filled  as  to  give  six  months  notice  of  the  ira- 
iQsition  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  Lton.— When  tUs  pro|»OBition  for  eom- 
nnting  the  Mediterranean  fnad  for-  the  salt  tax 
ras  first  introduced,  I  thought  favorably  of  it. 
haTo  always  riewed  the  duty  on  salt  nmong  the 
aost  oppressive  taxes  invented  by  man,  although, 
ince  the  purchase  of  Loaisiana,  the  people  I  have 
lie  honor  to  sepresent  are  ho  longer  burdei^d 
rith  that  tax,  aod  the  rervenne  derived  from  it, 
rhen  it  ceases,  must  be  made  good  by  burdening, 

II  some  way  or  other,  my  constituents.  I  votml 
or  committing  the  proposition ;  bnt^  sir,  wlien  I 
effect  on  the  subject,  and  inquire  from  whence 
omes  this  proposition,  I  am  compelled  to  hesit- 
te,  to  look  at  it  a^in  and  again,  and  ask,  (I  will 
ay  it  in  plain  English,)  whence  comes  this  thing  ? 
^r  hat  is  iti  May  it  not  be  a  gilded  pill,  with  a 
rery  fair  outside,  but  containing  rancorous  poi- 


sir,  it  comes  from  a  gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Randolpb) 
who,  in  the  presence  of ,  this  House,  and  of  the 
whole  nation,  has  declared  himself  an  enemy  to 
the  present  Administration  ;  one  who  has  declared 
that  his  opposition  to  that  Administration  should 
cease  only  with  his  breath.    And  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  on  this  same  sub- 
ject, (the  salt  tax,)  while  he  was  a  iiiend  to  the 
Adminiatration  ?    A  proposition  was  brought  for- 
ward, not.  long  since,  by  another  gentleman,  a 
gentlenun  from  New  York,  and  one  whom  I  very 
much  respect,  (Mr.  Thomab:)  but,  says  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  I  have  thought  <^  the  sub- 
ject, the  Speaker  and  myself  have  talked  it  over, 
and  it  will  nut  do,  we  ought  not  now  to  act  iipon  it. 
This  was  sufficient,  for,  at  that  time,  it  was  in- 
deed, a  knock-'em-down  argument.    What  wa^ 
the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
1802,  when  a  motion  was  before  the  House  for 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  duty 
on  salt  1    He  would  not  suffer  the  question  to  pe 
put,  and  urged  the  previous  question;  and  so 
much  opposed  was  he  to  touching  the  salt  tax,  that 
he  injudiciously  called  the  membej  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  BATiiiD)  to  order,  when   speaking 
against  the  previous  question.    Injudiciously,  1 
say,  because  the  Speaker  thought  so,  and  the 
Journal  says  the  Speaker's  opinion  was  confirmed 
by  the  House.    If,  sir,  I  was  opposed  to  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  intrasted,  and  i^aa  possessed  of  what 
i»  called  by  some  talents,  without  consistencVi 
without  patriotism,  and  without  regard  to  truthi 
I  wonld  endeavor  to  wrench  from  the  Executive 
tbe  means  of  paying  off  the  national  debt,  and 
then  I  would  exclaim  against  the  Executive  for  not 
doiae  it.    I  would  take  from  them  the  means  of 
fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors,  and  of  defendiia[ 
the  cooBimerce  of  the  nation,  and  then  I  would 
encourage  another  set  of  the  enemies  of  the  Ex- 
ectttive  to  make  an  upi'oar  about  the  protection  of 
commerce,  and  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  iia- 
tion,  while'  I  bawled  out  let  commerce  defend  it- 
self, and  opposed,  by  every  art  in  my  power,  even 
the  means  of  their  obti^ining,  by  negotiation,  any 
redresd  for  the  grievances  complained  of.    But, 
I  may  be  told,  air,  that  this  measure  oomee  re- 
comiafnded  by  the  Committee  6f  Ways  and 
Means.    Is  not  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
(Mr.  J.  Randolph)  the  very  member  who  told  us 
a  few  days  ago  that  the  Hornet  could  not  sail  for 
the  want  of  a  stinff  in  her  tail-— for  want  of  aland 
breese;  and  had  toe  hardihood  to  inainuate  to  as, 
tlult  ke  had  kepit  ba^k  the  navy  appropriations,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  constituted  aathor- 
ities  of  the  nation,  respecting  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas?    I  do  not  speak  of  this  insinuation  on 
the  bare  evidence  of  my  own  ears,  or  my  own 
understanding ;  many  gentlemen  who  were  pres- 
ent, have  assured  me  tney  understood  the  insinu- 
ation as  I  did.    I  am  well  aware  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  has  condescended  to  excul- 
pute  himself  on  the  score  of  holding  back  the  ap- 


on  within  1    When  I  answer  to  myself  the  ques-  propriattons,  and  in  a  way  that  looked  more  like 
ion,  where  it  comes  from  ?  I  am  obliged  to  say,  j  awKwardness  than  anything  I  ever  saw  done  by 
9th  Con.— 34 
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that  gentleman.  I  am  well  aware  that  he  has  en- 
deavored to  get  round  the  insinuation  that  I  spjeak 
of,  but  I  have  set  all  this  down  on  the  same  side 
of  the  book  of  my  memorv  that  I  do  oiany  other 
things  which  come  from  tne  same  quarter. 

Since  the  proposition  for  substituting  the  Med- 
iterranean fund  was  proposed  in  this  House,  a 
Message  has  been  receivea  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  informing  us  that  the  Tunisian 
Ambassador  has  made  a  demand  of  tribute,  on  the 
refusal  of  which  he  has  declared  that  war  must 
ensue,  which  tribute  has  been  refused^  so  that  we 
have*  a  Tunisian  war  on  hand.  Believing,  as  I 
now  do,  sir,  that  the  Mediterranean  fund  is  want^ 
ed  for  the  same  use  it  was  originally  created, 
namely,  the  keeping  up  the  force  necessary  to  re- 
pel the  Barbary  Powers,  it,  therefore,  caqnot  be 
considered  as  a  substitute  fot'  the  salt  tax ;'  and 
determined,  as  I  am,  not  to  withhold  the  means 
from  an  Executive  that  I  confide  in,  an  Execu- 
tive more  popular  than  any  who  have  ever  had 
die  guidance  of  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  and.  iq 
my.  opinion,  most  deserving;  however  mucn  I 
wish  to  reduce  or  altogether  do  away  the  duty  on 
salt,  I  will  not  vote  for  it  until  I  can  fairly  see 
that  so  much  of  the  revenue  as  it  produces  has 
become  unnecessary,  or  until  I  see  a  substitute, 
until  I  see,  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  an  equal 
portion  of  revenue  coming  into  the  Treasury  from 
another  quarter  less  burdensome  to  the  poorer 
sort  of  people.  *  Let  me  see  gentlemen  bring  for- 
ward a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on  green  teas, 
on  high  priced  wines,  on  cambrics,  on  laces,  on 
silks,  on  china  ware,  and  on  high  priced  linens 
and  woollens,  which  wUl  be  an  equivalent  to  the 
duty  on  salt,  with  a  section  at  the  bottom  repeal- 
ing the  duty  on  salt,  and  I  will  surely  vote  for  it. 
But,  I  conclude,  the  gentlemen  will  not  have 
time,  within  the  two  or  three  days  they  have 
given  themselves  to  stay,  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject properly.  I,  for  myself,  wonder  why  gentle- 
men, who  feel  so  much  interested  in  this  subject, 
had  not  concerted  to  bring  the  thing  forward  ear- 
lier. There  certainly  has  been  time  enough ;  1 
cannot  think  it  can  receive  4ue  attention  at  this 
time,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  brought  forward  earlier 
in  the  next  session.  I  really,  sir,  should  not  dare 
to  go  home  and  tell  my  constituents  that  I  had 
Toted  for  a  measure  which  was  calculated  to  leave 
the  Treasury  without  the  means  of  euabling  the 
Executive  to  discharge  all  the  engagements  of 
the  Government.  To  the  present  executive  the 
Western  people  impute  their  being  relieved  from 
the  odious  and  most  troublesome  of  all  taxes— ^the 
stamp  act  and  the  excise  act.  The  present  Ex- 
ecutive they  consider  as  an  inseparable  barrier 
between  them  and  land  taxes  and  sedition  laws. 
To  support  that  Executive  is  their  main  object 
at  present  in  electing  members  of  Congress.  So 
popular  is  the  present  Administration  in  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  most  influential  man  in  that  State 
could  not,  after  deserting  the  Administration, 
much  less  after  having  vowed  his  opposition 
should  cease  only  with  his  breath,  get  an  hundred 
votes  for  member  of  Congress. 

Whenever  a  man,  who  has  been  suspected  of  fed- 


eralism, offers  there  as  a  candidate,  the  first  thxag 
he  says  in  his  circular  letter  is,  that  he  is  a  friend 
to  the  present  wise  and  rirtuoas  AdmintsiratiaB, 
and  he  pledges. himself  to  support  the  Execudre. 
I  am  apprehensive  that  the  present  Elxecntire  k 
as  popular  in  some  other  States  as  in  Kettaekf, 
and  tnat  the  election  screw,  if  I  may  be  penait- 
ted  to  use  the  phraseology  of  another  member 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Clark,)  so  mueh  talked  of 
in  this  House,  will  squeeze  some  ffentlemcn  as  flat 
as  a  pancake,  before  the  first  of  May,  1807.  I  iia 
sorry,  sir,  to  have  occasion  to  say  so  mach  ak»t 
the  Executive.  It  is  well  known  to  erery  gea- 
tlemaa,'that  I  vote  as  independently  as  any  mia; 
but,  sir,  I  have  had  some  small  share  ia  eroctisg 
the  change  Vhich  brought  forward  the  present 
men  and  measures.  I  have  never  repeated  of  it ; 
I  feel  interested  in  their  success,  and  so  long  as 
they  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation,  with  the 
same  shareof  wisdom  and  energy  they  have  done, 
thejr  shall  not  want  for  the  small  mite  of  support 
which  I  can  give  them  in  their  exeeotive  f ooe- 
tions.  r  I  can  view  this  business,  brooch t  forward 
at  this  time,  in  no  other  light,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, than  an  ineffectual  grasp  at  popoLari- 
.ty,  and  an  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Ghiv«imieaL 
i  shall,  therefore,  oppose  it  in  every  stage  of  iti 
progress. 

Mr.  Bi DWELL  said  that,  on  a  snbjeet  so  iBte^ 
esting,  and  which  had  been  viewed  in  serend 
lights  by  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  offering  a  few  ideas. 
One  objection  to  the  measure,  wnieh  had  beea 
fully  answered,  was,  that  the  repeal  of  this  doty 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith.  ILsfter 
the  taking  off  this  duty,  there  was  not  a  fui  ud 
complete  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
creditor,  there  might  be  some  weight  in  this  ob- 
jection; but,  as  there  was  a  full  and  eompieie 
provision,  that  circumstance  furnished  a  sofficieat 
answer.  Another  objection  wa^  that  the  repeal 
would  operate  injuriously  to  the  mereaaeile  ioter- 
esu.  This  applied  more  to  the  timc^  than  the 
thing.  He  was  aware  that  any  change  which 
affected  the  commerce  of  the  country,  ought  aoc 
to  be  instantaneous,  as  it  might  a^Bct  exi^s| 
speculations;  therefore,  when  the  question  wis 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill,  he  should  be  ia  it- 
rot  of  a  day  considerably  distant.  A  duty  on  sak 
was  considered  by  everybody  as  an  iojorioui  aa^ 
burdensome  tax,  and  the  only  serious  qaesuoa  he 
had  ever  had<on  the  subject,  was,  at  iraat  tioe  it 
would  be  safe  to  discontinue  it.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  this  was  a  convenient  time.  Being  sat* 
isfied  of  this,  he  should  vote  for  it,  and  agaisit 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the 
section.  He  believed  not  only  the.  genmi  ex- 
pectation of  the  revenue  would  justify  the  repod, 
but  that  it  would  operate  in  a  salutary  manner  oa 
all  classes  of  the  community.  It  was  burdeasoaae 
in^he  interior,  more  so  thf  n  on  the  seaboard ;  and 
it  was  on  the  agricultural  interest  that  the  prin- 
cipal weight  fell;  it  had  been  cheerfully  bone 
only  under  the  impression  that,  as  s«>on  as  cir- 
cumstances would  justify,  it  would  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  if  gentlemen  were  disposed 


L061 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1062 


^PRiL.  1806. 


Duty  on  8aU. 


H.  or  R. 


o  diminish  the  revenue,  to  screw  up  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  they  were  satisfied  the  Administra- 
ion  could  get  along  without  this  tax,  it  would 
weigh  much  in  his  mind  in  favor  of  repeal ;  and, 
IS  they  were  disposed  to  grapple  with  difficulties 
md  gain  popularity,  he  believed  he  would  gratify 
hem  by  votmg  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  ClniNGY  said,  he  oppbsed  such  an  excessive 
eduction  of  thia  duty^at  once,  not  only  on  the 
Tounds  he  had  ttated,  but  on  other  ff rounds.  In 
(fassachusetts,  in  the  neij^hborhood  of  Boston, 
ery  extensive  manufactories  of  salt  had  been  es- 
iblished,  under  the  idea  that  the  duty  would  be 
ontinued.  The  immediate  effect  of  this  measure 
night  be  to  destroy  and  ruin  them. 

Mr.  Klmer  was  opposed  to  both  motions  under 
onsideration.  It  was  no  good  reason  for  contin- 
dng  a  ta:x,  because  particular  individuals  would 
le  injured  bv  its  repeal^  as  they  knew,  at  the  time 
hey  entereuon  the  busmess,  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
trnment  to  take  off  the  tax,  and  the  probability 
hat  they  would  do  it  as  soon  as  the  public  exi- 
gencies would  admit.  He  should  give  his  voice 
iecidedlv  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  it  had  always 
teen,  in  nis  opinion,  a  desirable  object,  when  it 
ould  be  dope  yriih  safety,  to  dispense  with  the 
ax :  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  it  could  be  safely  dispensed  with,  he 
bought  it  ought  now  to  be  done. 

The  House  divitied  on  Mr.  Lton's  motion  to 
trike  out  the  first  section,  which  was  disagreed 
0 — yea  1. 

Mr.  Quincy's  motion  to  .amend  the  section  was 
ikewise  disagreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  blank,  rel- 
tive  to  the  time  when  the  dutv  was  to  take  effect, 
ras  filled  with  the  first  day  or  October. 

The  third  section  was  then  read,  Which  con- 
inued  the  Mediterranean  fund  till  the  next  aes- 
ion  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Alston  observed  that,  from  the  present  ai>- 
learance  of  things,  he  did  not  think  it  advisable 
bat  this  section  fhould  remain  as  it  was,  as  in  six 
T  eight  months  they  would  have  again  the  same 
round  to  travel  over.  His  object  was  perma- 
ently  to  substitute  the  Mediterranean  fund  for  the 
lit  tax.  He  had  no  objection  to  make  the  ex- 
hange ;  to  take  off  the  perpetual  tax  on  salt,  and 
ly  it  on  these  articles.  He  thought  there  was 
0  danger  in  trusting  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
le  discontinuance  of  the  act  imposing  them;  and 
lat  as  long  as  there  was  a  necessity  for  taxes, 
lese  subjects  of  taxation  were  as  unexoeptiooa- 
le  as  any  that  could  be  laid.  When  they  were 
bout  to  strike  so  deeply  at  the  revenue,  they 
oght  to  be  certain  that  the  substitute  offered 
rould  justify  the  meajure.  For  these  reasons  he 
abmitted  a-  motion  to  make  the  Mediterranean 
and  perpetual.  He  thought  this  expedient,  as 
be  tax  on  salt. was  perpetual,  and  the  substituted 
ax  was  not  so  certain  as  that  on  salt.  With  re- 
gard to  the  one,  very  little  variation  could  take 
ilace;  while  the  other  might  materially  change 
vith  the  times. 

On  this  motion  the  Committee  divided^-yeas 


36,  nays  60 — when  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill. 

The  House  immediately,  took  the  report  into 
consideration. 

After  a  short  conversation,  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  first  sec- 
tion with  the  first  of  October,  was  carried  with* 
out  a  division. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  then  moved  to  amend  the 
last  section,  so  aa  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fund  for.  three  years.  H^  said  that  the  duty  on- 
salt  fell  with  peculiar  hardship  on  those  who  were 
obliged'  to  consume  it,  either  in  providing  for  their 
fadiilies  or  cattle.  It  amounted  to  two  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  this  article.  As  there 
.  was  liot  a  more  oppressive  tax  in  the  country,  he 
•had  always  wished  to  see  the  revenue  in  sucn  a 
situation  as  to  justify  its  repeal.  He  thought  this 
was  the  case  at  present,  as  he  was  indirectly  in- 
formed that  the  revenue  for  the  present  vear  would 
exceed,  by  a  million,  the  amount  at  which  it  had 
be^n  calculated.  He  was,  however,  of  opinion 
that  it  became  the  Government,  in  the  present 
posture  of  afiairs,  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fund  for  two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.    It  would  be  remembered  that 
the  right  of  giving  the  public  money  was  the 
sole  exclusive  right  of  that  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture j  and  that  when  they  made  grants  for  a  long 
term  of  years,  it  would  not  depend  on  them  alone 
whether  they  should  be  revoked.    In  his  opinion, 
if  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  prac- 
tised on  its  trUe.  principles,  that  House  ought  not 
to  give  the  public  money  out  of   its  control.' 
There  was  no  existing  cause  for  continuing  this 
fund  for  three  years,  or  for  a  longer  period  than 
that  contemplated  by  the  bill.    During  the  next 
session  there  would  be  a  better  view  of  the  re- 
sources and  expenditures  presented ;  and  it  might 
then  be  determined  what  arrangements  were  ne- 
cessary for  providing  the  ways  and  means  for 
paying  the  interest  and  principal  on  the  Florida 
stock.    If  it  were  contemplated  by  gentlemen  to 
continue  this  fund  to  eke  out,  and  by  anticipation 
to  provide  for  the  defalcation  of  that  day,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  five  his  consent  to  such  a  mea- 
sure.   Let  gentlemen  then  devise  the  ways  and 
means  for  the  additional  expenses  they  may  have 
incurred.  It  is  not  a  true  principle,  said  Mr.  R.,  for 
this  branch  to  vote  money  in  this  way :  I  was 
going  to  say  ad  infinitum.    Let  us  recollect  how 
the  additional  duty  only  on  salt  was  laid.    Eight 
or  ten  yearn  ago  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a  duty  of 
so  many  cents  on  salt,  which  failed ;  afterwards,  at 
the  heel  of  a  session,  when  there  was  a  thin  House, 
it  was  proposed  to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  eight 
cents.  This  proposition  succeeded.  I  had  the  honor 
oi  being  a  member  when  the  law  passed  for  contin- 
uing this  duty  for  ten  years.    I  do  not  now,  and  I 
trust  in  God  I  never  shall  forget  the  circumstan- 
ces attending  this  measure.    1  held  up  my  hands 
against  it  as  an  oppressive  tax,  and  said  I  hoped 
the  time  would  come  when  it  would  be  taken  off. 
That  time  has  come.    Let  us  not  now,  under  the 
pretence  of  uking  off, half  a  million,  lung  round 
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the  neck  of  the  people  a  duty  of  neatly  double  the 
amount.  So  that  trie  Government  gets  the  mo- 
ney they  care  not  from  whose  pockets  *  they 
take  it.  The  question  now  is,  is  this  Mouse  in  a 
state  of  pupilage?  Will  we  not  be  at  the  next 
session  as  able  to  say  this  fund  shall  be  continued, 
as  we  are  now?  It  is  proposed  to  continue  this 
tax  for  three  years;  but  what  reason  hare  we  to 
legislate  for  tne  tenth  House  of  Representatim  ? 
Suppose  they  declare  it  oppressive  and  pass  a  bill 
for  its  repeal,  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
will  send  it  back  with  a  civil  message  that  they 
have  postponed  it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
It  is  true  that  we  have  some  check  in  liiaking  ap- 
propriations;  but  appropriations  have  become  a 
matter  of  form,  or  less  than  the  shadow  of  a  shade, 
a  mere  cobweb  of  defence  against  expenditures. 
Tou  have  fixed  limits,  btit  the  expenditure  ex- 
ceeds the  appropriation ;  and  those  who  disburse 
the  money,  are  like  a  saucy  boy  who  knows  that 
his  grandfather  will  gratify  him,  and  over-runs 
the  sum  albwed  him  at  pleasure.  As  to  appro- 
priations I  have  no  faith  m  them.  We  have  seen 
that  so  long  as  there  is  nioney  in  the  Treasury, 
there  is  no  defence  against  its  expenditure. 
There  is.  one  mode  of  defence,  seized  in  happy 
times,  1o  sequester  in  the  hands  of  a  particular 
body  so  much  of  the  revenue  as  to  leave  but  a 
scanty  surplus  to  the  Executive  departments;  but 
if  this  system  is  shaken  by  votin?  vast  sums  be- 
yond the  ordinary  expenditures,  there  is  an  end 
to  economy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Crown- 
iNBHiELo's  motion,  whibh  was  disagreed  to — 
ayes  28.  When  the  question  was  taken  on  engros- 
sing the  bill,  which  was  carried — ayes  83. 

Thursday,  April  17. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  farther  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  and  for  otherpurposes,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  which  tliey  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
and  the  District  of  Louisiana ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint, 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States ;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ely, 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  take  effectual  measures  to 
cause  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  accommodation  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  the  commencement  of  jthe 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Ely  and  Mr.  Dawson  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  the  aforegoing  resolution  to 
the  Presidient  of  the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  In- 


dians, concluded  at  Washington  ob  the  seveatk 
day  of  January  last,  for  the  cession  of  their  rishi 
to  the  tract  of  country  therein  described.  Tke 
Message  was  read,  and,  together  wkh  the  conrn- 
tion  transmitted  therewith,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  that  the  Hotse  do 
come  to  the  following  resolatioas : 

lUiohed,  That  provuion  ought  to  be  madelv  lfa« 
better  protection  of  the  comaierce  v^d  -mernmen  tf  the 
United  States  against  aggreMiona  and  ontng^Bi^^ 
seas  of  the  West  Indies. 

Heaohedy  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  fi>r  regiAsU 
ing  tibe  condnct  of  snch  merchant  veeBeb  ■%  bj  agree- 
ment of  the  respective  owners,  may  aail  in  concert  far 
mutual  assistance  and  defence  in  any  lawlb/oommeree ; 
and,  also,  for  settling>  according  to  tlie  eome  of  pto- 
oeeding  in  Conrts  of  Admiralty,  tiie  les^UiiJ  rales  of 
contribution  to  be  made  between  them,  on  aecovnt  of 
any  loss  or  damage  which  may  be  tbewsby  incvicd. 

Rt^ohed,  That,  for  the  t^^cimtm^aaifmX  and  aeeonlf 
of  seameii  of  the  United  States,  it  is  expediaDtio  maks 
pronrion,  that  registered  shipa  or  ^vesaek  wUdi  anjbo 
employed  in  voyages  to  foreign  potta,  after  the  — 

day  of neait,  shall  nol  continoe  to  enjoy  the  beae- 

fits  and  privilegee  appertaining  to  afaipa  or  vcaads  of  tht 
United  Btataa,  unless  some  praportion  of  the  amiacis 
on  bcMid  the  same  shall  be  dtizena  of  the  Unitfii 
Sutas. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  con^der  a  modoa  of 
the  fourth  instant,  viz : 

Beaoked,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Dqpaitacat  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  froca  tbt 
several  States,  and  present  to  this  House,  at  thecr  next 
session,  a  list  of  the  invalid  pensioners  who  have  bees 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  reapectiTe  Butet, 
during  ihe  late  Kevolutionaiy  war  with  Great  BntiiB, 
noting  particularly,  as  iRiff  as  the  same  may  be  pncti- 
cable,  whether  snch  pensionem  served  in  the  mifitis^w 
in  the  line  of  the  Army ;  and,  also,  the  nwmUy  torn 
aUowed  to  eadi  pensioner :" 

And  the  said  resolution  being  agnta  twice  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  op  the  queacioB  pat  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Hoasa 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Coraoaitteeof 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appro* 
priations  for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  tk 
Cherokee  tribe  or  Indiaqs ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  cbif 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amesd* 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entidei 
*^An  act  further  to  aher  and  establish  certain  poit 
roads,  and  for  other  purposes  :*'  Wfaereopon, 

Orderedj  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tke 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bUl,  entitled  *Aa 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  ladian 
tribes,"  with  an  amendmeint;  to  which  they  desire 
the  coucurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  .the  Senate,  entitled  ''Aoact 
in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  reg^ 
ulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States/'  was  read 
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:wice,  and  committed  to  a  Commii(ee  of.  the 
Whole  to-m6rrow. 

The  bill  seat  irom  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^Ao  act  for  as- 
certaining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
and  within  the  Territory  of  Or  leans,  and  theDis- 
rict  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
0  the  Committee  on  the'Puhlie  Lands. 

The  House  resohred  itself  into  a  Conmittee  of 
he  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriationa  for 
:arryinjg^  into  effect  a.  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
ribe  orindians.  TJie  bill'  was  reported  without 
imendmen^,  and  wa?  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  and 
ead  the  third  time  on  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  that  the  House  do 
(ome  to  the  following  resolution : 

B^Bohedt  That  ii  ut  aiywlinnt  to  optake  nnmaioa, 
ly  law,  for  allowkig  tba  military  coznmanmtSt  ap- 
NMAted  undar  an  act»  entitled  *'An  act  for  erecting 
uoakiana  into  t^o  TcEdtofies,  and  proriding  for  the 
amporaiy  GovemoKant  thereof/'  three  months'  pay, 
ifter  the  term  fn  which  they  ware  ai^MNjiuad  ahidl 
lave  expired,  to  esMUe  them  to  letom  to>their  seireral 
lemes.  Except  such  of  them  aa  ^hall  at  that  time 
lave  been  appointed  to  some  other  oftce  under  the 
Sovemment  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Tenritoiy  of 
iiOuiaiana. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
o  the  said  resolution,  and  passed  in  the  negatire. 

Ordered^  That  the  order  of  the  day^  lot  the 
House  to  resolve,  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
vhole  House  on  the  biU  8U[>plefnentary  to  an  aet, 
entitled  ^^An  act  more  effectually  to  proTitle  for 
he  organization  ,of  the  nailitia  or  the  District  of 
I/olumbia,"  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  that  the  Uousa  do  eome 
;o  the  following  resolution: 

Jie9oh>edr  That  the  Oieik  of  thia  Houer  be  aattior- 
sed  and  jdiiected  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fiind  of 
he  aaid  House,  the  ama  of  two  handled  deUam  to 
M^athaniel  Gregory  and  Samuel  Boieh,  eadi,  t^o  of 
ke  engrossing  Cieika  in  his  office,  in  conndaratien  of 
ixtra  sernosa  performed  by  th^m  during  the  last  sea- 
ion  of  Congress,  the  like  sum  hanog  bean  granted  to 
iVilliam  Lambert  and  Jonah  W.  King,  the  other  Gierke 
rho  aerred  ia  the  office  of  the/  said  Clerk  at  that  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole  on  the  biU  in  addition  to  ah  act,  enti- 
led "Aa  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
br  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other 
aurposes^"  and,  ^fter  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
^lommittee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

POSTMASTER  OBNERAL. 

« 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee,  who  were  ap- 
}oiDted  on  the  21st  of  March,  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Postmaster  General 
sf  the  United  States,  and  report  whether,  in  their 
>piDion,  the  said  Gideon  Granger  has  so  acted,  in 
bus  capacity  of  Postmaster  General,  as  to  require 
the  interposition  of  the  ConstttutioDal  powers  of 
this  House,  submit  the  following  report: 

''That  the  committee,  without*  loss  of  time,  eng^ed 
in  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  have  made  some  pro- 
grew  therein.  It  was  the  sincere  desire  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  inquiry  should  be  concluded  during  the 


present  session,  as'well  as  the  wish  of  the  Postmaster 
General ;  but  from  the  distance  and  dispersed  situation 
of  the  witnesses,  whose  testimony  was  deemed  neces- 
sary, and  the  ^iproaching  dose  of  the  session,  it  is 
found  impracticable.  While  the  committee  regret  the 
situation  of  a  public  officer  laboring  under  tli^  suspi- 
cious appearance  of  a  CoWitutional  scrutiny  into  his 
conduct,  yet  in  a  Government  like  ours,  where  watch- 
fulness of  men  in  office  is  the  surest  guarantee  of 
the  preservation  of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  the  pub- 
lic mnctionaries  must  yield  their  feelings  to  the  gen- 
eral benefit,  and  endure  a  temporary  inconvenience  m 
an  honorable  sacrifice  to  the  freedom  of  our  institutions. 

<*  That  a  hasty  and  premature  result  is  less  to  be  de- 
sired on  the  part  of  an  officer  supported  by  a  conscious- 
ness of  the  mtegritv  of  his  conduct,  than  the  suspen- 
sfon  of  an  inquiry  that  may  terminate  in  a  satisiactoiT 
leAitatiDn  of  chaigea,  which,  on  the  part  of  the  accused, 
are  affirmed  to  be  without  foundation^  the  oommittee 
have  no  hesitatioB  in  believing. 

^'^  Justice  tooths  public  as  watt  as  to  the  individual 
requires  a  thorough  investigatimi,  whi^  is  found  to  be 
impossible  before  the  final  adjoumment* 

**  The  ososmittee,  Aenfore,  reoommcnd  a  poetpoae- 
meat  of  the  fother  inqoiry  nnltl  the  next  aeesiott  «f 


Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  bill  eiipplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
a0t  making  pj-ovisaon  for  ihB  redemption  of  the 
whole  of  ute  publio  debt  of  the  UoUed  States," 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tallmadcw  moTed  to  postpone  this  bill 
rndefiaitely,  and  supported  the  moiioti  is  a  speech 
of  considerable  length. 
.  Mr.  J.  Clay  replied. 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken— yeas  49, 
nays  45,  and  the  motion,  consequently,  obtained. 

Tais-*:JQseph  Barker,  Baraabss  BidweO,  John 
Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Darby,  John  Davenport  junior,  James  ElKot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Ebeoessr  Elmei^  WiUiam  Bly,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Uoldsborougb,  Isaidi 
li.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastmgs,  David  Bough* 
John  O.  Jackson,  John  Lambert,  Josenh  Lewis,  junior* 
Matthew.  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josian  Masters,  Jona- 
than 0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  I'^elson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jlinior,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Russell,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  6.  Schuneman* 
James  Slotm,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracv,  J<Meph 
B.  Yamum,  Pekg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  WilUs  Alston,  iun^  Bur- 
well  Baasett,  Geoife  M.  Bedinger,  John  Blake,  juniory 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Biown,  Levi  Casey,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  Peter  Early* 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nefoon,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph* 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee* 
Jacob  Richards,  Peter  SAillyi  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Jossfih 
Stanton*  PhUip  R.  Thompson,  John  Whi^ull*  fiavid 
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R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 
The  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  further  to 

grotect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Itates  against  the  Barbary  Powers,"  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Masters  moved  to  recommit  thje  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  modifying  its  details. 

Air.  Q,uiNQY  supported  the  tnotion ;  which  was 
lost— ayes  37,  noes  49. 

When  the  yeas  add  nays  were  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill— yeas  84,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

Tbis — ^ETan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac 
Andetwan,  Burwell  Basiett,  Gedrge  M.Bediiiger,John 
Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robeft  Brown,  hen 
Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Ja- 
cob Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutto,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  DaTenport,  junior,  John  Dawson, 
Ellas  Earie,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James 
Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gra^,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jackson,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Thoma*  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,. 
Junior,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jumor,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quin^>  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Petmsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Marthi  G. 
Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jo- 
sef^ Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmaidge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Wliitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

'  N  ATS— Joseph  Barker,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Russell,  Peter 
SaiUy,  and  Uri  Tracy. 

PAY  OF  WITNESSES. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ^^ An  act  making  provision  for  the  com- 
pensation of  witnesses  who  attended  ihe  trial  of 
the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase."  The  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amendmentfthereto. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment,  and  the  same  being  again  read,  as 
follows : 

After  the  word  "summoned,"  in  the  second 
line  of  the  first  section^  insert  "  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,"  was,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House — yeas  51, 
nays  40,  as  follows : 

TsAs — Isaac  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Robert  Brown,  I<evi  Casey, 
John  Chandler,  Josrah  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederi^ 
Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Elias  Earle,  Ebenexer 


Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Bindley,  James  X. 
Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  lauah  L.  Gnea, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  HoinoMc,  JGchsd 
Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masterv,  MidfeolH  JL 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Moivow,  Roger  Ndng, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rmndolpli,  Joha  Reg  at 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenne— oc,  ThoBasSua- 
mens,  Thomas  Sandlbid,  James  Sloan,  Joha  SaOie^ 
John  Sopth,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  8oothaid,l4Mf)h 
Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Abram  Trigg,  J«k^ 
B.  Vamum,  4ohn  WhitehiU>  Robert  WhitahiL  Disii 
R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wilsour  and  Jos^ih  Wmsta& 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Silas  BeCton,  Bamabv 
Bidwell,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Claiborne,  Chrutapbet 
Clark,  Johh  Clopton,  Jacob  Crowninahieh!,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Cafeb  EUk, 
William  Ely,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peteaan  Good- 
wyn, Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  Jekn  6.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  Jolm  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  WilHam  McCmry, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  juA^  JoaisliQmBcy, 
Thomas  M.'Randolph,  idm  Ruase^  Mmitin  G.  Schmi^ 
man,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  CJri  Traf^,  PhilipVan  CorU 
landt,^ian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadewoa^ 
Marmaduke  WiUiams,  and  Nathan  Winiama. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Fbiday,  April  18. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Comouttee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  were  referred, 
yesterday,  the  amendmcaits  proposed  hy  the  Seie 
ate  to  tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  farther  to  alia 
and  establish  certain  post'  roads,  and  for  otber 
purposes,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which  vas 
reao  and  considered:  Whereuoon, 
-  Resolvedy  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  fint, 
second,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  eighth,  nintlu  tenth, 
eloTenth,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  of  the 
said  amendments. 

Besohedj  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  third 
of  the  said  amendments,  with  an  amendment. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
serenth  of  the  said  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^Asl 
act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats,"  with 
an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  conGQ^ 
ence  of  this  House:  Also,  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  making  appropriation  for  carrying  Into  effeei 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Chida- 
saw  tribe  of  Indians,"  with  an  amendment;  to 
which  theyr  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House: 
And  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend,  in  tke 
cases  therein  mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  wick 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  tht 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  pro' 
posed  b^r  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  '*An  act  making  provision  for  tbe 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase^''  and  desire 
a  conference  with  this  House  on  the  subjectHOUt* 
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:er  of  the  said  amendments;  to  which  conference. 
:hey  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

ORGANIZATION  OP  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Vabnum. — Mr.  Speaker :  It  will  be  re^sol- 
ected  by  the  House,  that ^arly  in  the  session,  that 
)art  of  the  Messaj^e  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  third  of  December  last,  which  re- 
ates  to  the  classification  and  organization  of  the 
ailitia,  and  to  the  augmentation  of  our  land  forces, 
¥as  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  select  com- 
nittee.  Several  other  subjects  relative  to  the 
>hysical  strength  of  the  nation  have,  subsequent 
o  that  time,  been  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
They  have  attentively  considered  the  several  sub- 
ects  refen^ed  to  them,  and  have  reported  to  the 
^ouse  the  result  of  their  deliberation  on  each  of 
hem.  The  suspension  of  a  report  on  thesubject 
>f  our  land  forces  to  this  titoe,  has  necessarily 
)een  occasioaed  from  the  nature  of  the  reference. 
That  subject  was  submitted  to  the  committee  in 
he  words  of  the  Message,  which  are  as  follows : 
'  Whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  augment  our 
land  forces  will  be  decided  by^  occurrences  pro- 
bably in  the  course  of  your  session."  Hence  the 
committee  have  deferred  their  report  to  this  time, 
vith  a  view  that  it  might  be  made  coincident 
¥ith  the  existing  state  of  our  country,  at  the 
(lose  of  the  session,  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
uples  on  which  .the  subject  vras  submitted.  ' 

jBut,  sir,  at  a  timei  when  the  ffreat  Powers  of 
Surope  are  engaged  in  war,  devastation,  and 
>loodshed,and  at  a  period  when  there  aresuojects 
>f  difference  existing  between  the  United  States 
ind  several  of  the  European  Powers,  it  may  not 
3e  improper  to  state  to  the  House,  the  outlines 
>f  the  physical  strength  of  the  country,  which 
nay  be  drawn  into  operation,  in  case  of  an  inva- 
tion  by  any  foreign  nation ;  which  view  of  the 
(ubject  has  induced  the  committee  to  make  the 
eport  now  submitted  to  you.  And,  sir,  in  order 
;o  exhibit  in  its  true  point  of  light,  the  present 
ttrength  of  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  im- 
>roper  to  take  a  cursor v  view  of  the  situation  of 
;he  United  States  at  the  commencement  of  the 
R,evolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
mportant '  stand  which,  in  that  situation^  was 
nade  against  the  strong  arm  of  Great  Britain.  I 
Bvill  then  state  to  you.  in  a  concise  manner,  some  of 
:he  present  means  or  defence  within  the  power  of 
the  United  States ;  and  leave  it  to  the  House  to 
Iraw  the  contrast,  between  our  situation  for  de- 
fence at  that  time,  and  at  the  present  time. 

At  the  commencement  of  tnat  war,  the  peopjle 
3f  the  United  States  were  subiects  of  Great  Brit- 
lin ;  thev  were  in  a  state  of  disorganization.  I 
believe  there  was  not  a  sin^e  company  of  the  mil- 
itia under  lejnil  organization ;  you  had  no  stand- 
rng  army.  There  had  been  a  kind  of  organization 
under  the  recommendation  of  illegal  associations, 
in  a  part  of  the  Union  y  but  no  commissions  had 
been  issued.  One  class  of  your  citizens  were  so 
much  attached  to  royal  government  that  they 
either  withheld  their  aid  from  the  cause  of  the 
country,  or  went  over  to  the  enemy  and  fought 
against  us;  there  were  another  class  who  from 


pecuniary  views  took  side  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish, and  armed  themselves  against  the  country  i 
a  third  class  were^  from  apprehensions  of  feeling 
the  weight  of  British  ven|[eance  in  case  the  coun- 
try should  be  conquered,  induced  to  take  part  on 
the  side  of  the  enemy ;  and  a  fourth  class,  from 
conscientious  scruples  as  to  the  justice  of  oppos- 
ing their  King,  were  induced  to  withdraw  their 
aid  from  the  cause  of  their  country.  These  sev* 
eral  classes  of  opponents  were  very  numerous  in 
some  of  the  States,  and  such  were  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  country  at  that  time,  as  to  permit 
them  to  take  the  side  they  chose  without  even 
branding  them  with  the  appellation  of  traitors* 
The  whole  population  of  the  country  did  not  con* 
sistofmore  than  2^500,000  souls.  Thus,  sir,  did 
those  patriots,  who  justly  appreciated  the  blessing 
of  a  iree  Government,  put  their  lives,  aAd  theiK 
all  at  stake,  to  procure  tor  themselves  and  for  pot' 
terity  the  blessmgs  of  independence  and  free  eov^ 
ernment,  in  opposition  to  a  large  portion  of  tneir 
countrymen,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  Britisb 
nation.  It  is  well  known  by  those  gentlemen 
who  were  on  the  staj;e  of  action  at  that  time^  that 
the  means  for  carrying  on  a  war,  then  in  posses- 
sion of  the  people,  were  very  small.  We  were 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  cannon ;  very  few  (Mf 
the  fire>arms  were  such  as  are  generally  consid- 
ered the  best  calculated  for  defence  against  an 
enemy:  they  were  fire-arms  generally  used  by 
hunters,  and  most  of  them  without  bayonets:  we 
had  very  little  powder  or  ball' in  the  country.  In 
this  uQpromtting  situation  of  our  country,  com- 
menced the  Revolutionary  waT  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. But  these  gloomy  prospects  did  not  prevent 
the  people  from  pursuing  tneir  object.  At  the 
first  batue,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1775,  the  Brit- 
ish lost  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  three 
times  the  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side 
of  the  Americans.  At  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
Hill  ope  thousand  five  hundred  American  militia 
twice  repelled  three  thousand  British  regulars,  and 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  defeated  them  ulti- 
mately, had  not  their  ammunition  been  exhausted 
soon  after  the  Brltbh  made  the  third  attack.  When 
the  British  entered  the  flimsy  works  which  they 
had  thrown  up  the  night  before,  not  having  bay- 
onets, they  were  obliged  to  fight  them  with  the 
butts  of  their  muskets,  and  fioallv  kUled  and 
wounded  more  than  one  thousand  tnree  hundred 
before  they  began  their  retreat.  The  English 
opened  the  campaign  of  1776,  with  sixty  thousand 
regular  troops,  including  seventeen  thousand  Ger- 
mans, probably  with  an  idea  of  completing  the 
subjugation  of  the  country  that  summer ;  but  the 
intrepidity  of  the  American  patriots  convinced 
them  of  their  mistake;  our  principles  were  de- 
fended ;  add  the  famous  battle  of  Trenton  closed 
the  operations  of  the  year.  The  battle  of  Prince- 
ton soon  succeeded;  and  in  the  same  month, 
General  Dickinson,  with  a  party  of  New  Jersey 
militia,  after  crossing  a  river,  in  that  inclement 
seasonr  of  the  year,  woere  the  water  was  up  to  the 
middle  of  the  men,  attacked  an  equal  number  of 
British  troops,  beat  and  entirely  routed  them. 
In  the  year  1777,  many  memorable  battles  were 
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fought,  in  the  Middle  and  Northern  States,  in 
which,  taking  them  altogether,  the  patriots  had 
much  the  advantage.  The  whoie  of  Burgoyne's 
^rmj^  consi^ing  of  more  than  10,000  men  was 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  The  battle  at  Benning- 
ton, fought  entirely  by  militia,  and  commanded  by 
H  militia  general  on  ^he  side  of  the  Americans, 
must  remain  on  the  pages  of  history  as  an  indeli- 
ble mark  of  fortitude  and  patriotism^  on  the  char- 
acters of  those  heroes  who  fought  and  eonqnered 
on  that  day.  In  1778  happened  the  famous  bat- 
tle of  Monmouth.  Thus.  sir.  the  patriots  of  Ameri- 
t^a,  without  allies,  baffled  tne  most  strenuous  at- 
tacks of  the  w^ole  British  nation,  aided  by  17,000 
foreign  mercenaries,  for  more  than  three  years. 
After  that  period  we  bad  the  aid  of  France,  which 
no  doubt  hastened  the  close  of  the  war,  and  which 
tsannot  fail  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance 
by  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the 
Revolution  from  proper  principles.  Many  impor- 
tant engagements  in  the  Southern  States,  clearly 
tsianil^sted  the  prowess  of  the  militia  in  that  part 
of  the  Union.  And,  sir,  by  the  exertion  of  those 
who  dared  to  put  at  defiance  every  danger,  in  sup- 
port of  the  cause  of  God  and  their  country,  we  do 
now,  by  the  blessing  of  Hekven^  enjoy  the  inesti- 
mably privileges  ofliberty  and  independenee. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  take  a  cufsorv  viewof  thepre»- 
en t  means  of  defence  within  tne  control  of^the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States.  The  produc- 
tions of  the  fiscal  arrau^menis  of  the  Govern- 
ttent,  and  the  facility  with  which  those  produc- 
tions have  been  placed  in  your  treasury^  afford 
striking  evidence  of  the  wealth  of  your  eitizens, 
ftn<}  their  ability  to  yield  tha^  pe.ouniary  aid  which 
will  enable  the  Government  to  put  in  operation 
liny  measures  of  defenee  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  United  States  are  now  composed  of  more 


than  6,000,000  inhabitants ;  yon  have  regular oreaa- 
ized  State  Governments,  and  an  energetic  Gfa- 
eral  Government,  calculated  to  call  into  operatioa 
all  the  resources  of  the  nation,  when  the  sa/efr  c^ 
the  people  may  require  it.  There  are  io  tie  timr 
ted  States^  of  free  whKe  male  citizeos^  between 
the  ages  of^ sixteen  and  forty-fire,  871,336  penoas. 

The  General  Government  passed  a  Jaw  la  1792 
for  organizing  the  militia  of  the  United  Sam; 
under  that  law,  the  militia  have  been  formed  ins 
divisions,  1)rigades,  regiments,  aod  corapaoiei', 
these  several  corps  have  been  offieered  under  ik 
State  Crovernments,  agreeably  to  the  directioa  eC 
the  law  of  the  United  States.  So,  sir,  yoo  have 
in  the  United  States  a  militia,  comple^f  organ- 
ized and  offieered,  consisting  of  more  than  600,000 
men.  And,  sir,  in-order  to  show  the  eomparafive 
strength,  and  more  particularly  the  eompaiaUve 
laudable  exertions  or  each  State,  to  provide  t\»em- 
selves  With  the  means  of  defence,  I  will  ask  the 
patience  of  the  Houses  while  I  nencion  in  6HaiL 
the  numbers  of  enrolled  miKtia  in  each  State, 
with  the  ptomfnent  itnplements  of  war  in  their 
hands.  In  doing  this,  I  shall  state  the  Dumber  of 
major  generals  cfommanding  divisions,  the  nem- 
ber  of  brigadier  generals  commanding  brigades, 
the  number  of  lieutenant  colonels  eommandantj 
commaodtag  regiments,  the  number  of  artillerisisi 
the  number'of  cavalry,  and  the  number  of  infiutry, 
including  officers  ia  each  State,  tfce  numbet  of 
field  artillery,  the  number  of  fire  arms,  the  aam- 
ber  of  horsemen's  sabres  and  pistols,  and  the  qaaa- 
tity  cif  powder  and  halls.  I  shall  not  detail  the  mt- 
nor  articles  of  equipment ;  hot  will  observe,  gen- 
erally, that  the  sui^ly  of  theee  artidea  is  Jess  at- 
merous  than  those  which  I  shall  state  in  detail. 

[Mr.  YaainTM  here  oE&nA  to  the  Hoaae  the  ia* 
formi^tion  exhibited  ta  the  following  table.] 
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ConmcUcut   • 

VarmuA 

New  York 

New  JBtwy    • 

PeoDiQrlvainia 

Virginia         -      • 

N<Hth  Carolina 

South  CaroKii* 

Georgia 

Kentucky       •  •    • 

Tenneeaee 

OMo  -      - 

District  of  Columbia 

mlMisstppi  TeiTltorj 

Indiana  Territor/  • 
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61,503 
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33,176 
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18,863 
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1,960 


I. 


&48,^S 


S3,9S9 

66»821 

6,333 

S0,935 

18481 

76,836 

26,690 

96,448 

73,798 

42,956 

3J,7SS 

19,394 

38,176 

16,863 

15,976 

2,091 

i,S43 
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^.^^?''~^^'^"''^  Maryland,  Delaware,  Orleana,  Louisiana,  and  MIchigaa,  there  are  no  general  returns:  but  yet  the  whole  Bamberof 
tftiUerlflta,  cavalry,  and  infitntnr,  belonging  to  Maryland,  is  staieil  at  Sai90,  and  that  of  miMlkets  and  riW  at  7,O00l 


given  to  Delaware;  of  the  nme  rfBsoriMion  (ST  tnm  and  i,8»o  oiusi:eis'aad  mm,   Makwg  the 

cavalry,  and  iniantiy,  and  267,328  muskets  and  rifles,  for  all  the  States  and  Territoriei  mentlonedaboT*. 


oril^4f9 


107S 


HDSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1074 


April,  1806. 


of  iht  AfOaia. 


H.  OP  R« 


And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  obserre,  in  regard 
to  the  State  wbibh  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
in  part  on  this  floor,  that  by  a  law  of  the  State 
eacn  town  is  compelled  to  be  constantly  provided 
with  a  quantity  of  powder,  bails,  and  flints,  at 
least  eqnal  to  one  pound  of  powder,  three  poniids 
3f  balls,  and  three  flints,  to  each  man  enroUedin 
:he  militia;  also,  a  proportionate  quantity  of  en- 
Irene hing  tools;  this  town  atock  is  pfaoed  und^ 
:he  care  of  the  selectmen  of  their  respective 
;owD8,  and  <he  brigade  inspectors  are  by  law  also 
nade  inspeelors  of  the  town  stock  within  their 
espective  brigades..  If  any  detket  is,  suffered  by 
he  towns,  the  inspectors  are  bound  to  report  it  to 
i  county  court,  and  such  deficient  town  is  sub- 
ected  to  a  heavy  penaky.  Add  then  the  town 
itock  of  amttoaitiaa  to  that  in  the  hands  of  Indi- 
riduals  oi  the  milida,  aad  it  will  be  found  that  in 
hat  State  aloftc  diere  is  more  tkam  forty  tons  of 
Mwder,  and  more  ihan  one  hundred  mm!  forty 
ons  of  leaden  balls,  conetantly  kept  in  readiness 
or  public  use  in  defence  of  our  rights.  -  It  is  also 
I  fact,  that  several  other  States  have  public  stocks 
)f  ammunition,  but  in  wbat  quantities  I  have  not 
tad  an  opportunity  to  procure  the  means  of  a4- 
lertaining. 

The  artillerists  and  the  cavalry,  as  well  as  a 
rreat  prc^ortioa  of  the  hifantry,  in  Massachusetts, 
ire  in  complete  cloth  uniform^  and  this,  together 
ivith  the  fire-arms  and  other  equipments,  each  in- 
livid  ual  has  provided  at  bis  gwa  expense.  Many 
»f  the  officers  honored  with  important  ccmoiaads 
n  the  militia  of  Massaohuseilei  are  bmd  who  kmte 
men  service;  tbey  are  jncn,  sir,  whodated  to  step 
orth  ID  defence  of  .their  coootry  ^t  ^imas  wfuco 
:ried  men's  souls;  tbey  have  6ee»  the  glorious 
>fiectv  of  their  exartictts,  and  lael  the  importance 
}f  order  a«d  discipline  ia  the  militia ;  uie^  spirit 
)f  discipline  acquired  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
las  been  difliksed  among  the  mililie,  and  a  laud- 
tble  spirit  of  emnlattOD  pervades  every  corps; 
hey  are  competent  to  the  performance  of  any 
! volution  requisite  in  the  science  of  tactics,  even 
D  the  field  of  actidn,  and  are  at  ali  times  ready  to 
Kit  their  lives  in  jeopardy  in  defence  of  our  lib- 
erty, independence,  and  Government,  a^iast  the 
nvasion  of  any  foreign  enemy,  or  the  violeQce  of 
iny  internal  usurpation. 

Many  gentlemen  Who  were  acquainted  with 
lervice  in  the  Revolutionary  war  now  hold  im- 
)ortant  ofilces  in  the  militi»— in  several  of  the 
States  to  my  own  knowledge,  and  I  presume  this 
s  the  case  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  all  the 
States. 

Military  discipline  is  making  rapid  progress  in 
nany  of  the  States. 

In  justice  to  Pennsylvania  it  is  proper  to  state 
hat  it  is  said  that  the  return  of  fire-arms  exhibited 
ire  comprised  of  those  only  which  have  been  dis- 
ributed  among  the  militia  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  and  that  a  ^reat  pro[>oition  of  the  militia 
n  that  State  are  m  posaenion  of  ire^rms,  but 
from  some  unknown  cauee  they  have  not  been 
returned.  The  same  observation,  it  is  believed, 
(rill  apply  in  a  considerable  degree  to  the  State 
)f  Virginia.    From  the  best  information  I  have  I 


been  able  to  obtain,  I  ^are  no  doubt  that  there 
are  many  thousand  of  fire-arms  in  the  United 
States,  equal  to  BMuiy  of  those  with  which  we 
commenced  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  have 
not  been  returned.  The  States  of  Maryland  and 
Delaware  hare  made  no  return ;  but  I  have  en- 
deavored to  avoid  exaggeration  in  their  numbers 
and  eqi^ipments. 

Sir,  in  addition  to  the  force  and  implements  of 
defence  which  t  have  named,  you  have  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  men,  officers  in* 

eluded     *       -. 3,345 

In  the  marine  corps,  who  are  liable  to  do 

duty  on  land  as  well  as  sea  *       .       -       550 

■■■  -  ■  ■  - 
Making^  a  regular  land  force  of        -       -     3^896 

I  had  the  honor,  sir,  early  in  the  session  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  detaching  from  the  militia  100,000 
men  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  raarcb  at 
a  moments  warning,  whenever  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  think  it  necessary ;  this 
bill  has  been  passed  into  a  law,  and  is  calculated 
to  lessen  the  inconvenience  of  marchine  the 
whole  of  the  militia  from  any  one  section  of  the 
Union,  if  an  invasion  shoula  take  place.  You 
have,  sir,  in  the  public  magazines,  the  property 
of  the' United  States,  in  addition  to  the  cannon 
provided  for  the  navy  and  those  in  the  forts  and 
fortifications  on  your  extensive  seacoast  and  fron- 
tiers, 1,400  iron  cannon  of  difif^rent  calibers,  and 
500  brass  cannon  of  different  calibers.  In  the 
same  deposits  you  have  118,197  muskets,  with 
bayonets,  and  ri^es,  fit  tor  use,  and  12,000  which 
need  some  small  repairs,  1,958  pairs  of  pistols, 
500,000  pounds  of  gunpowder,  500  tons  of  salb- 
petre,  and  suAcieaf  quantity  of  sdtphur  to  mix 
with  it  in  the  maauiactory  of  it  into  gunpowder ; 
and  you  have  all  kinds  of  balls,  shot,  and  shells^ 
in  abundance.  I  have  also  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House,  from  the  same  committee  wha 
have  directed  me  to  make  the  report  now  before 
yoUj  a  proposition  §or  extending  the  manufacture 
ef  nie^raM,  as  far  as  the  capaotty  of  the  present 
armoiies  of  the  Unked  States  will  permit,  which 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  appropriations  bare  been 
mede  for  carrying  the  proposition  into  effect; 
from  that  source  you  wtU  add  11,000  stands  of 
fire-arms  to  your  stock  annually. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  given  you  a  cursory  state- 
ment ox  the  weak  ana  divided  situation  of  our 
country  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutio»- 
ary  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  have  mentioned 
^mething  of  the  prowess  of  the  patriots  of  those 
times^  which  baffled  th«i'  exertions  and  produced 
our  iodepeadence ;  and  i  have  stated  ia  contrait 
the  outliaes  of  the  present  strength  of  the  Uoiled 
States  tnd  their  means  of  defence.  And  it  may 
he  said  without  exaggeration  that  the  diftrenoe 
is  incalculahle.  Wul  aay  man,  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  state  of  the  country  at  that  period, 
and  of  the  stand  which  was  made  against  the 
whole  stren^h  of  the  British  nation  which  was 
brought  against  us,  and  whose  ideas  of  the  present 
strength  and  prowess  of  the  United  States  are  not 
entirely  local,  pretend  to  insinuate  thet  we  are 
not  in  a  capacity  to  contend  for  our  most  impor- 
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tant  national  rights  1  If  a^  that  time  we  were  able 
to  meet  and  defeat  the  armies  of  Qreat  Britain, 
with  what  kind  of  prospect  can  any  nation  assail 
Bs  at  this  time  ?  iVith  this  view  of  the  sabject 
the  committee  hare  submitted  the  report  before 
you ;  the  House  will  judge  of  its  correctness.  I 
am  well  aware  that  should  we  be  iuTolved  in  a 
war  with  a  nation  which  might  have  it  in  her 
power  to  pour  in  upon  a  remote  part  of  our  ter- 
ritory a  large  number  of  troops,  and  should  so  do, 
and  keep  possession  for  any  leneth  of  time,  an 
armv  during  the  continuance  of  such  invasion 
mignt  be  necessary;  but  at  present  this  is  not  to 
be  expected,  and  unless  we  should  be  involved  in 
a  war,  I  am  unable  to  see  any  necessity  of  aug- 
menting our  standing  army,  and  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  report  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  VARNini  then  submitted  a  report  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABUSHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole|on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act 
entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the  'Act  pro- 
viding for  the  Naval  Peace  Esublishment,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
several  amendments  thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill, 
when  the  first  section  thereof  being  again  read, 
in  thfe  words  following,  to  wit: 

"That the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  'An  act 
providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establiahment,  and  for 
odier  poiposes/  be,  and  the  same  a^  hereby  repealed." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  David  R.Williams, 
and  the  que^tron  being  put  to  amend  the  same,  by 
strikioff  out  in  the  nrst  line  thereof,  the  Words 
"and  fourth."  it  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  37, 
nays  52,  as  tollows : 

Tbas— Evan  Alexander,  David  fiard,  Geoorge  M. 
Bedinger,  Chiistopher  Clark,  Joseph  Claj,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Cioptout  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Peter  EarW,  James  Blr 
liot,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  6an|ett»  Edwin  Gray, 
David  Hohnes^  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewii,  Jan.,  Robert  Marion,  Thobias 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moiely,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  SanuDons,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  SmiUi,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Burwell  Bassett,  Bto- 
nabas  Bidwell,  John  Bldce,  junior,  Thomas  Blount, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Exra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  Ely,  Charies  Golds- 
borough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
aey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  Matthe^  Lyo6, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCree- 
ly,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  SmiUe, 
Heniy  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  V^- 


num,  Peleg  Wadsvrorth,  Jehn  WhiteldU,  RolMrt  WUte- 
hill,  Marmadnke  Williams,  Natbtti  WiU^as,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Caowaia- 
SBiELD,  and  the  questioo  being  pat  Cmher  lo 
amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  tnereto  a  aew 
tion,  in  the  words  following,  to  wil : 

«Sxc.  4.  And  he  ii  furiker  etUMcUdy  That  a 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  doUan  aksit  bs^ 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  fo  coabk  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  bnflttwe 
frigates  for  the^Navy  of  the  United  States,  to  sapptf 
the  place  of  others  wluch  have  been  lost  or  eondemned  T 

It  passed  in  the  negatire — yeas  4J^  na/s  54,  n 
follows : 

Tsis— Joseph  Bariier,  Silas  Bettoa,  Raraahas  Bid- 
well,  Jehn  Blake,  junior,  Jacob  CrowuisBhBcId,  Ridi- 
ard  Cutts,  Samuel  w.  Dana,  Jehn  Dawenpett,  jjonior, 
John  Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WUbam  £ly, 
Charies  Goldshon>ugh,  IsdahL.  Gieen,  Selh  HMlingi, 
Datid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jonior, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Jonah  Masten,  Wi^ 
liam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie,  Jonathan  O.  Moa- 
ely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quim^,  Hiomas  HI. 
Randolph,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sameri 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompaon,  Uri 
TVacy,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yaraim, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  WilUams. 

Nats— ^hran  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jmk,  Isaac 
Andersoil;  David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedfinger,  TVpbus 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Cbni&r, 
John  Claibome,  Christopher  Cla^  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Jfiha  Clapton,  Leonard  Covington,  Ess 
Daiby,  Peter  Eariy,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  John  W.Eppa^ 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andivw  Giegg,  SAm 
Halsey,  David  Holmea,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambot, 
Michael  Leib,  Robeit'Marion,  Thoo.  Moore,  Jerenaisk 
Morrow,  John  Monow,  Gideon  Ohn,  John  I^igh,  Jobs 
Randolph,  John  Rea  ik  Pennsjylvania,  John  Rhes  sf 
Tennessee,  Thomss  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schnneoiaa, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard^  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whit^uU, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Maimadnkv 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Leib,  and  the 
question  being  put  further  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  out,  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  lines  of  the 
third  section  thereof,  the  words  "thirteen  captains, 
nine  masters  comniandant,  serenty-two  lieutea- 
ants  f 

And  debate  arising  thereon,  a  division  of  ck 
question  on  the  said  motion  was  called  for  by  31r. 
Blount  :  Whereupon,  the  question  was  uken  ot 
striking  out  the  first  member  of  the  motion,  cos- 
taining  the  words  "  thirteen  capuins ;''  and  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  37,  nays  60,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Isaac  Anderson,  George  M.  Bedingw,  Leri 
Casey,  John  Chandler,  Chriatcmher  Glaik,  Jowpk  Clay, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Cbpton,  Leonaid  CovinJtan,  P#- 
^r  Early,  James  EUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebens^  Ebnet. 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray, John 
HamUton,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lais- 
bert,  Michael  Leib,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeiemiah  Morov, 
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Fohn  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
>f  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Vlartin  G.  Schuneman,  Samhel  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
brd,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Ahram  Trigg,  David  R. 
ifVilliams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wil- 
ton. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Akton,  inn.,  Jo- 
eph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Jetton,  Barnabas 
)idwell,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
)rown,  John  W.  Campbell,  John  Claiborne,  Jacob 
yrowninshield,  Richard  Units,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Kzra 
)arby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  William 
Sly,  Charles  Goldsborough,  A.ndrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
rreen,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough, 
^ohn  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
'atrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Williain  McCk-eery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah 
kelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Tim- 
ithy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Joaiah  Quiney,  Thomas 
tif .  Randolpl^John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rnssell, 
'eter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
foseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benj.  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  D^vid  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
on,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Re^nsselaer,  Joseph  d, 
^amum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
^hitehiU,  Na&an  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  iljid  Jo- 
eph  Winston. 

The  question  was  th?D  taken  on  striking'  ont  the 
econd  member  of  th^  motion,  containing,  the 
rords  "nine  masters  commandant,"  and  passed 
n  the  negative — yeas  37)  nays  52,  as  foUows : 

TxAB — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isiiac  Anderson,  David 
)ard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomte  Blount,  Robert 
irown,  Levi  Casey,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay, 
ohn  Clopton,  Ezra  Darhy,  Peter  Bariy,  James  Elliot, 
Sbenezer  Elmer,  John.  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Sdwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter 
Tones,  Michael  Leib(  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
eremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin^  John 
'ugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
rhomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schu- 
leman,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford^  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  David  R«  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson, 

Nats— Joseph  Barker,  Bitrwell  Bassett^  Silas  Bet- 
on,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Gec^ge  W. 
Jampbell,  John  Chan<Uer,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
jrd  Cutts,  Sapiuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
ohn  Dawson,  Caleb  EUis,  William  Ely,  Charles  Golds- 
lorough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
ey, Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
foseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
dder, Josiah  Masters,  William.  McCieery,  Nidiolas 
i.  Moore,  Jona^an  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Xoger  Nelson,  Timo^y  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quiney, 
fhoraas  M.  Randolph.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee^  James 
Jloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Sam- 
lel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
3avid  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  TJri  Tracy, 
!Ciliian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  Peleg 
iVadsworth,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan 
lA^illiams,  Richard  Winn,  ai^d  Joseph  Winston. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  third  member  of  the  motion,,  containing  the 
(7ords  '^seventy-two  lieutenants,"  and  passed  in 
the  negative— yeas  34,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

YxAB — David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  John 


Clopton,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
Jolm  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion, 
Thomps  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gid- 
eon Olin,  J<^n  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Sdin- 
neman,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  David  R.  Willianis,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Natb^* Willis  Alston,  jr«,.  Joseph  Barker,  Burwdl 
Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  BidweD,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  George  W.  Campbell,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Da^ 
venport,  jr.,  John  Dawfon,  William  Ely,  John  Fowler^ 
Chailes  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Timothy  PitUn,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quiney, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart, Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Davil 
Thomas,  Thomss  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian 
K  Yaip.  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  Wads* 
w<»th,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams. Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bill  was  then  en^pcossed  and  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass, 

Mr.  Cbanolbb  spoke^  in  favor  of,  and  Messrs. 
J.  Clat  and  J.  RANnoLPH  against,  its  passage, 
whith  was  carried — yeas  58,  nays  28,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph 
Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richaid  Cutts,  fixra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  janier, 
John  DawBOttK  Ebeneser  Elmer,  William  ifly,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Groldsborougfa,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Se^  Hasting^ 
David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quin- 
ey, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  SaiHy,  James  Sloan,  John  SmUie, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadswortfa, 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  WUfiams, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nai^s — ^Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Thcmas  Bloun^  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  .Clopton,  Leonasd  Covingw 
ton,  Peter  Early,  James  ElHot,  John  W.  Eppes,  James 
Fisk,  James  M*  Gamett,  John  Hamilton,  Walter  Jones, 
Michael  Leib,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  John 
Randolph,  John^  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,^  Philip  R.  Thompson,  and 
David  R.  WUUams. 


SATDRnAT,  April  19. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  provision  for  the 
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compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase :"  Where- 
upon, 

Reiolvedj  That  thiii  House  do  insist  on  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Resolved^  That  Uiis  House  do  agree  to  the  con- 
fcreDce  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject-malr 
ter  of  the  said  amendment ;  ami  that  Mr.  Johh 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Roger  Nelson  be  ap|M>inted 
managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate- have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Canmalli  $'' 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menls  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  fifteenth  in?tant,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  tne  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for  other  pur-^ 
poses  :*'  Whereupon,  the  said  amendments  being 
aysain  read,  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  the  ques- 
tion severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Grboq,  from  tht  (jomn^hee  on  the  PaUie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventeenlh 
instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
elaims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
Bind  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  made  a  repoK 
thereon ;  which  was  read^  and  ordered  to  be  eom- 
miMed  to  a  CommittaB  <H  the*  whole  House  this 
4ay. 

The.  House  proceeded  to  conaider  the  amende 
sients  j^posea  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  fortifying  the  pofts  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  for  building  gunbo^its:" 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bjll,  be  comifiitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  HoUse  this  day. 

A  messagefrom  the  Senate  ihformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Micnigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses/' with  an  amendment  i  to  w^ich  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  thi^  House.  Also,  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  regulating  the  grants  oif  land  and  provid- 
ing for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,''  with 
aereral  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  t^is  House. 

GH£BOK££  INI)IAN& 

An  en^frossed  bill  oMtking  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the  CHerokee 
tribe  of  Indians^  was  read  the  third  time :  Where- 
upon, on  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  47,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

TsAs— Evan  Alexander,  Lnmc  Andenoa,  David 
Bird,  George  M.  Bedingec,  8Uaa  Betton,  John  Blake, 
Jumor,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey, 


John    Claibomei  Chmtopher  Clark,    Matthew  Cb.j, 
John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Eliaa  Earte,  James  X. 
Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  Hamiltoo, 
David   Holmes,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  joiikic, 
Robert   Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholaa  S.  Afooro, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelsoa,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  OUn,  John  Pogh,  John  Randoiph, 
Thomas  M.    Randolph,   John  Rea   of  Penasflrania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandibrd,   John  &i&iie, 
Samuel   Smith,  Henry  Soudianl,  Ridiaid  Stu^bid, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompeon,  Akini 
Trigg,  John  WhitehiU,   Robert  WhitehiJl,   David  R. 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstoii. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph  Barker,  Baraahu 
Bidwell,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  KdiMid  Cutu, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra,  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr^ 
James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WHliam  Pindley,  JohA 
Fowler,  Isaiah  L  Green,  Silas  fi[a!8ey,8eth  Hastings, 
David  Hough,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Guidon 
8.  Mumford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Qaincj,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell,  Peter  Saflly,  Mai^ 
tin  G.  Sdhuneman,  James  Sloan,  Joseph  Btiaitoa, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samod  Ten- 
ney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rena- 
selaer,  Joseph  B,  Yamum,  Peleg  Wadswoith,  and  Na- 
than Williams. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  CmCKASAWa 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amead- 
taents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bilL  ealitied 
"An  act  nna king  appropriations  for  canTii^into 
effect  a  treaty  between  the  United  8tali»  and 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  indiaas ;  and  the  said  amend- 
ment  beiog  again  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  tal^ 
in  the  woras  foUowing,  to  wit: 

**  Strike  oQt4»0tiMia  second  and  thiid* 

« Sisc.  S,  Andb^itfyrther  enaeted.  That  h  A^  fee 
the  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  die  pnbtic  lands  sobA  «f 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  cause  to  be  snrvvyed  aad 
laid  out,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  kw  fia 
the  other  public  lands  in  the  Miasiasippi  T^mnary,  m 
much  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  8latesl|y  i&e 
Oherokees  and  Ohickasaws  as  lies  within  the  ssidTci^ 
xitoiy ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  is  luEre- 
by  att&crized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to 
establish  a  land  office,  for  the  salf^  of  the  said  hmds,  sod 
to  appoint  %  register  of  the  same,  and  a  receiver  of  te 
public  monejTs  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the  said  lan^ 
whose  respective  emoluments  and  duties  shall  be  die 
same  as  those  of  the  legistera  and  leeeivers  of  theodw 
land  offices  in  the  said  Territory. 

**■  Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeteds  Tbat,  if  saf 
person  shall  make,  or  attempt  io  make,  a  settlement  ss 
any  of  the  lands  thus  Ceded  by  the  Oherokees  sod 
Chickasaws,  and  lying  vrithin  the  Miaatseimii  Temt»- 
ry,  or  shall,  unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  awvfysr 
o^  the  puUie  lands  south  of  the  State  of  TenaesKe, 
survey  or  attempt  to  survey  audi  lands,  or  desigttsti 
boundaries  by  marking  trees  or*otherwiee,  eoch  ofte^ 
er  shaH,  on  conviction  d&eteof,  in  any  court  of  reeoid 
of  the  United  States,  er  of  any  of  theTenritortecef  <he 
aaina^  forfeit  a  sum  notiees  than  two  hoadnd  dolusv 
nor  exceeding  one  thousand  doUan,  attd  ea&r  inpris- 
enment  for  a  term  not  less  than  six  months,  aor  ex- 
ceeding three  yeajn ;  and  it  riiall,  moreover,  be  lawfol 
for  the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  and  he  is  hsp^ 
required,  to  employ  such  military  foroe  as  hemay  judgs 
necessary,  to  remove  from  the  eaid  ^anda  any  peisaa 
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nrho  shall  make  or  attempt  to  make  any  settlement  as 
ifbresaid  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
ihall  afleot  persons  making  setttemeots  on  lands  por- 
ihased  from  the  United  States,  in  oonformity  with  the 
preceding  section  of  this  act." 

The  question  was  stated  that  the  House  do  agree 
prith  the  Senate  in  their  said  araendmeDt ;" 

On  which  a  division  of  the  said  question  was 
»lled  for ;  and,  on  (he  question  that  the  House  do 
igree  with  the  Senate  in  so  much  of  their  said 
amendment  as  proposes  to  strike  out  the  second 
lection  of  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in  thenegatire — 
reas  33,  nays  57,  as  follows  : 

TsAB — ^WiUis  Alston,  junior,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas 
Jetton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Chandler,  Kichard 
jvitta,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  James 
Slliot,  EbenezerBlmer,  William  Ely,  Williatn  Fmdl^, 
fohn  Fowler,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hoogh,  John  6. 
fackson,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Out- 
lon  S.  Mnmibrd,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josfah  Qnincy, 
Fohn  Rnseell,  Martin  G.  mvneman,  Samuel  Taggail, 
Senjamin  Tallmadge, 'Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thom«i, 
Thomas  W.  Thorapwrn,  Uri  Tracy,  Kiltian  JL  Van 
iiens^elaer,  Joseph  B.  Vaninm,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
md  Nathan  Williama 

Nats — £van  Alexander,  Isaac  Anderson,  BurweU 
Basset,  David  Bard,  Greorge  M.  Bedinger,  Jc^  Blake, 
unior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey, 
^ohn  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay, 
fohn  Clopton,  Frederick  Cpnrad,  Leonard  Covington, 
Szra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  James  M. 
jarnett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, '  David  Holmes,  Walter 
fones,  John  Lambert,  Michael  L'eib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
lobert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
rhomsjB  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro- 
rer  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gidfeon  Olin,  John 
Pugh,  John  RanA>lph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Elea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Samaaelw,  Thomas  Sattd- 
brd,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
^uihard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jose{>h  Stanton,  Philip  R. 
rhompM>n,  Abrara  Trigg,  John  WUtelHll,  Robert 
^hitehUr,  David  R.  WUliama,.  Richaid  Winn,  and  Jo- 
leph  Winston. 

And  then  the  question  being  taken  that  the 
HEouse  do  agree  with  the  Senate  in  such  other 
Mrt  of  their  said  amendnent  as  proposes  to  strike 
mt  the  third  section  of  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in 
he  negative — yeas  35,  nays  63,  as  ibUows : 

YmAS-»Joseph  Barker,  SUas  Bettdn,  Barnsdbas  Bfd- 
rell,  John  Ohandler,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dan% 
lohn  Davenport,  jun..  Jamas  Blliot,  Ebensaar  EteMr, 
WmiBm  Ely,  WilUam  Findlsy,  James  Fisk,  John 
P*owler,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  JoaaAhan  O. 
Mosely,  Guidon  S.  Mamfbrd*  Gideon  Olin,  T.  Pitkin, 
r.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Russell,  Peter  Ssilly,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
amin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Etensselaer,  Joeef^B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wftdswofth»and 
I^athan  WilUun» 

Nats — Evan  AleModer,  Willts  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burw^  Bassett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Thomas  Bkmnt,  Robert 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Chrk, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leon- 
aid  Covington,  John  Dawson,  James  M.  Cbmett,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Andrew  Qiegg,  kaiali  L.  Oresn,  SUas  Hal- 


sey, John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones, 
John  Lambert,  Michnel  Iieib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro- 
ger Nelson,  Tkromas  Newton,  jun.,  John  Pngh,  John 
Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn^ 
sylvania,  Thomas  Samtnons,  Thomas  Sandford,  James 
^  SkMU,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  WhitohUI,  David  R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

JUadwed,  That  this  House  do  adhere  to  its  di»- 
agreement  to  the. said  amendtaent 

Ordered,  That  the  engrossed  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  earrytog  into  effect  a  treaty  witk 
the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  be  recommitted  to 
a  Oomoittae  «f  the  Whole  this  day. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  Of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  settlement 
of  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  Wil- 
liam Eaton.  No  amendment  having  been  made 
to  the  bill,  the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 
said  bill  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  ^ame  being 
again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Be  it  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprO' 
stntatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemokdf 
That  the  projper  accounting  officers  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  accounts  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and 
William  Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  upon  just  and 
equitable  principles,  under  the  direction^  of  the  Secr^ 
t«ry  of  State."  , 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Randolph, 
and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  out,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words  ''un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ^"  it 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  43^  nays  48,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YxAs^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  David 
Bard,  BurweU  Bawett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Greorge  W.  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Leonard  Covington,  Peter  Early,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Michael 
Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  MoTTCiw,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  junior, 
John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Samuel  Smidit, 
Henry  8outliayd,IHsharid  Stanford,  PhSip  Ri  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg,  lohn  WhitehUl,  Robert  WhitehiH, 
Daffid  U.  Williams,  Rkdivrd  Winn,  and  ioseiph 


Nats  laaan  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Bs^ 
Ion,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  .John 
Chandler,  Jacob  Crswninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  8aa». 
uel  W.  Dana,  Exra  Darby,  John  Daienport,  jr.,  James 
EUiot,  Ebenexer  Elmer,  WUliam  Ely,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andnrw  Gregg,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
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Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenner,  David  Thomas,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracj,  Killian  K.  Van  Bensselaer, 
Joseph  B.  yamnm,  Peleg  Wadswortht  and  Nathan 
WUliams. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Mondajr  next. 


Monday,  April  21. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Cararoalii," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to'  a  Cotnmittee 
of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  aettlement  of 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  IVillhua 
Eaton,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  fable. 

The  SPEAKBJt  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  Com- 
missioners under  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  passed  the  seventh 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  covering  a  list  of  names  of  claimants  to 
lan4  under  the  said  act ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
^An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  and  the  same  being  sevierally  twice 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementarv  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing the  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, and  the  District  of  Louisiana."  The  i)ill 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The 
bill,  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  acts  layinj^  duties  on  salt,  and 
continuing  in  force,  for  a  fprther  time,  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  Airther  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  pass- 
ed the  bill,  entitled  '^'An  act  respecting  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio," 
with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House  $  and  the  bill,  entitled 
^^An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  SAn  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  fortifying 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  ana 


for  building  gunboats,"  and  no  ameadments  beitf 
made,  the  House  proceeded  to  eoaaider  the  sad 
amendment,  and  the  same  heitLg  again  twice  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was  agreed  to  by^  Che  Home. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  Che  ameod- 
ments  proposed  by  (he  Senate  to  the  bill,  entided 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'As  act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  proTidisg  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stiles 
south  of  the. State  of  Tennessee;"  and  thew&e 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were.oatltt 
question  severally  pat  thereopoo,  agreed  to  by  tlie 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  btO,  entitled 
"An  act  in  aiddition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  parpooes:" 
Whereupon, 

Buoived.  Thtt  this  House  do  disagree  to  l\ie 
said  amendment;  EeKlved,  That  this  House  do 
insist  on  their  said  disagreement;  that  a  eon/er- 
ence  be  desired  with  the  Senate  on  the  snbject- 
matter  of  the  said  aqeadment ;  and  that  Mr.  om- 
LiB,  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Mr.  E^aLT,  be 
appointed  mapagerd  at  the  said  conference  oo  the 
part  of  this  House. 

.  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  conference 
desired  by  this  Hoose  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  repeaiiae  the 
acts  Uying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force, 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled *An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  tad 
seamen  of  the  United  States  againal  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  and  have  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  their  part 

PAF  OF  WITNESSES. 

.Mr.  Joaw  Randolfh,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  con- 
ference with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendments  depoading  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^*Aa  act  making  provisti^n  for  tbe  compensanoaof 
witnesses  who  attended  the  -trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,"  reported  that  the  eoo- 
ferees  t>n  the  part  of  this  House  had  met  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  hat  had  come  to 
no  agreement  thereupon. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port :  Whereupon,  a  motion  ^as  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  this  House  doth  adhere  to 
its  amendment  to  the  said  biU,  disagreed  toby  the 
Senate^  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  39,  ntys 
42,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Evan  Alexander*  Isaac  Andetaon«  Band 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  J9bn 
Blake,  jr^  Robert  Brown,  Frederick  Qonrad,  Em  Jhzbf, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fm^jt 
James  M..Gamfitt,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  I«i^ 
L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Michael  Leib, 
Patrick  Magmder,  Josah  Masters,  Nicholas  H.  Moorc^ 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Monow,  Gid- 
eon Clin,  John  PugW  John  Randolph,  John  Rheacf 
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Penneflwe,  ThomM  Sunmans*  Thomas  8andibrdy  John, 
Jmilie,  Henry  Bonthard,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Ahiam 
Trigg,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R 
iVlBiams,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Ghris- 
opher  Clark,  John  Clopton,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
lichard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
ohn  Dawson,  Peter  Early,  James  ElUot,  Caleb  EUis, 
William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Pavid  Hough, 
Salter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gur^ 
Ion  8.Mumibrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
osiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russell, 
*eter  Sailly,  Martin  O.  Schnneman,  James  81oan,  John 
SmiUi,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tdlmadge,  Samuel 
["enney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.Thompson,  Uri 
[Vacy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnmi 
'eleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  ques- 
ion  being  pat,  that  this  House  doth  recede  from 
ts  amendments  to  the  bill,  it  passed  in  the  affirm- 
itive — yeas  42,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Chris- 
opher  Clark,  John  Clopton,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
lichard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
ohn  Dawson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,'  Caleb  £llis, 
William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  David  Hough, 
Salter  Jones,  Joseph  liowis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  Jonathen  O.  Mosely,  Our- 
Eon  S.  Mumfoid,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
osiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russell, 
*eter  Sailly,  Martin  O.  Sehuneman,  James  Sloan,  John 
)mith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel 
Penney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri 
[Vacy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vaznum, 
?eleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathkn  Williams. 

Nats — ^Isaac  Anderson,  Burwell  Basset,  .George  M. 
3edinger,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Frederick 
i^onrad,  Ezra  Darbv,  Ebeneyer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes» 
William  Findley,  James  M.  Qamett,  Edwin  Gray,  An- 
Irew  Gregg,-  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamilton^  David 
lolmes,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Mas- 
ers,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
l^orrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pu'gh,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sammon^, 
phomas  Sandford,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Jos. 
Stanton,  Phil^  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John 
^VThitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R..  Williams,  Rich- 
ixd  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

CASE  OF  THE  LlSANDER. 

Mr.  QrUiivcT  presented  to  the  House  two  seTcml 
nemorials  of  Samoel  O.  Ogden,  and  of  William 
3.  Smith,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  Wtere 
received  and  read,  respectively  stating  that  they 
ire  under  a  criminal  prosecution,  now  depending 
D  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
listrict  of  New  York,  for  an  alleged  offence 
i^inst  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  which, 
f  guilty,  they  hare  been  led  into  error  oy  thecon- 
luct  of  officers  of  the  Executive  QoTemment,  who 
Qow  intend  to  bring  upon  the  memorialists  the 
penal  ties  of  the  laws,  to  sacrifice  their  characters, 
Portanes,  and  liberty,  in  expiation  of  their  own  er- 
rors, or  to  deprecate  the  vengeance  of  foreign  Gk>T* 
emments,  by  offering  the  memorialists  as  a  victim 
to  their  resentment :  that  they  h&ve  also  experi- 
enced great  oppression  and  injuatice  in  the  man- 


ner of  conducting  the  said  prosecution ;  and  pray- 
ing such  relief  therein  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
maiy  think  proper  to  grant. 

'  The  memorials  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Lyojf  moved,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petitions. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  tendency  of  these  memorials  was,  by  ob- 
taining the  sanction  of  the  House  to  their  con- 
tents, to  throw  the  blame  and  censure  on  the  prose- 
cutors. It  appeared  to  him  proper  to  arrest  such 
a  mode  of  proceeding,  especiallV  while  the  busi- 
ness to  which  the  memorials  referred  was  mubji^ 
dice.  Thev  contained  accusations  against  the 
judge,  who  nimself  was  under  a  prosecution.  He 
did  not  see  the  object  of  the  petitions,  unless  it 
was  to  excite  a  clamor  and  indignation  against 
the  court.  It  was  improper  that  they  should  be 
sanctioned  by  being  printed  under  the  direction 
of  this  Hou8&  whue  the  cause  was  depending, 
and  it  was  uncnown  whether  the  court  had  actea 
properly  or  improperly.  Suppose,  previously  to 
these  triab  .coining  on,  a  censure  should  be  cast 
on, the  court;  would  not  this  i)e  a  novel  kind  of 
proceeding'— would  it  not  be  wresting  justice  from 
Its  due  course,  and  be  degrading  to  the  Legisla- 
ture 1  Such  a  procedure  would  likewise  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  principles  of  justice.  Shall  we  per- 
mit a  person  under  accusation  to  prefer  a  charge 
against  the  tribunal  before  whom  he  is  summoned 
to  appear  ?  Suppose  we  declare  the  court,  and 
not  tbe  criminal  guilty,  shall  we  not  thereby  pros- 
trate every  principle  of  justice,  and  set  a  prece- 
dent never  known  in  any  country^  as  dangerous 
to  the  liberty  of  the  subject^  as  violative  of  the 
Constitution?  In  my  opinion  the  Legislature 
ought  not  in  this  sta^  of  the  business  to  mtefere. 
Suj^h  interference  will  b^  premature.  If  hereaf- 
ter the  prosecution  appears  to  have  been  impro- 
perly conducted,  it  will  be  time-  enough  to  make 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  prosecutor  and 
the  court ;  but  before  that,  such  an  inquiry  wiU 
be  premature,  and  will  be  a  prejudging  of  the  case* 
From  the  moment  I  heard  these  petitions  read, 
they  struck  me  as  bein^r  of  a  most  dangerous  ten- 
dency. If  at  all  sanctioned  by  this  Eu>use,  they 
will  tend  to  incense  not  only  the  country  against 
the  Administration^  but  against  the  tribunals  of 
justice.  We  find  it  asserted  io  them,  that  the 
Administration,  and  particularly  the  Secretary  of 
State,  had  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  transactions 
cofinected  with  the  fitting  out  the  Leander.  This 
charge  has  been  already  made  in  the  newspapers — 
it  has  gone  abroad,  and  been  contradicted ;  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  in  my  place  that  the  ac- 
cusation is  false,  that  it  is  a  calumnjT)  tbat  there 
is  not  a  word  in  the  petition  charging  the  Ad- 
ministration with  this  fact  that  is  founded  in  truth. 
I  think  the  proper  course  is  for  the  petitioners  to 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions.  Not  that 
I  am  for  a  denial  of  justice.  It  the  petitioners  fail 
in  their  application  for  justice  to  the  court,  it  will 
then  be  time  enough  for  us  to  interfere.  Indeed 
it  is  a  thing  unheard-of  in  this  nation,  while  the 
accused  are  under  prosecution,  that  they  should 
be  suffered  to  come  tor  ward  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
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resentatives  with  charges  against  the  court  and  the 
Gkiyeroinent.  The  memorialist^  not  only  charge 
the  Gofernment,  bat  the  magistrates,  with  corrupt 
motives.  Shall  we  permit  the  Government  to  be 
thus  treated,  and  the  tribunals  of  justice  to  be  thus 
calumniated ;  and  give  a  sanction  to  the  charges 
by  printing  a  paper  that  contains  tlirem?  I  hope 
we  shall  have  virtue  and  firmness  enough  to  re- 
sist such  a  procedure.  I  think  we  have  gone  far 
enough  in  patiently  Fistening  to  petitions  which 
have  no  legal  object  in  view,  which'  not  only 
charge  the  Departments  of  the  Executive  Qov- 
ernment  with  improper  views,  but  which  contain 
accusations  against  tne  tribunals  of  justice ;  what 
8carcel)r  merit  to  be  called  accusations-^bnt  base 
calumnies.  The  manner  too  in  which  these  me- 
morials have  been  presented  U  most  extraordi- 
nary, in  point  of  lime,  this  being  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  it  must  have  been  known  that  it  was 
out  of  our  power  to  investigate  their  contents.  It 
is  also  very  unfortunate,  when  the  citizens  of  New 
York  are  so  ably  represented  on  this  floor  that 
the  petitioners  have  been  obliged  to  travel  to  Bos- 
ton, in  order  toobtaih  a  gentleman  to  present  their 
memorials.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  vote  de- 
cidedly against  the  printing. 

Mr.  Q^DiNCT  said  that  the  observations  which 
were  made  were  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
to  be  offered,  had  it  been  proposed  to  go  into 
an  inquirv  on  these  memorials.  I  do  not  say,  said 
Mr.  Ct.j  that  the  information  contained  in  tne  pe- 
titions IS  true.  All  I  say  is,  that  as  a  high  officer 
of  the  Government  is  implicated,  justice  requires 
that  an  inquiry  at  some  time  should  take  plaoe. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  now  to  take  place.  The 
question  at  present  is,  whether^  this  mformation 
snail  rest  on  our  tables.  Gentleman  say  no — throw 
it  off*.  But  I  say  inouire ;  because  I  believe,  when 
an  examination  shall  be  made,  a  part  of  the  state- 
ment at  least  will  be  found  to  turn  out  correct. 
It  is  said  that  the  memorialists  are  under  accusa- 
tion ;  but  have  they  not  therefore,  a  right  to  peti- 
tion this  House  ?  But  so  fkr  as  relates  to  the  judge, 
there  is  only  an  information  by  the  Grand  Jury^ 
not  a  prosecution.  Whoever  he^rd  of  a  man  ac- 
cused before  himself?  Gentlemen  may  throw 
these  petitions  under  the  table,  but,  if  they  do  so, 
they  will  do  a  ff  reat  disrespect  to  the  House.  My 
only  object  is  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  at 
a  coiivenient  season  into  the  mcts  alleged  in  these 
petitions.  The  information  contained  in  some  of 
those  statements  is  corroborated  by  information  | 
known  to  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor-^that  the 
Executive  had  been  advised  of  the  fitting  out  of 
the  Leander  time  enoiigh  to  have  prevented  her 
sailing.  By  throwing  these  petitions  tinder  the 
table  gentlemen  will  show  that  they  ai'e  not  dis- 
posed to  investigate  these  facts. 

Mr.  Shilig  believed  the  House  were  to  blame 
in  permitting  these  petitions  to  be  presented.  It 
was  a  rule  of  the  House  that  every  member  pre- 
senting a  petition  should  first  generally  state  its 
contents.  The  member  who  presented  these  pe- 
titions, having  made  this  statement,  I  think  the 
House  ought  not  to  have  permitted  them  to  have  I 
been  read.    I  will  call  to  the  recollection  of  gen- 1 


tlemen  a  transaction  whieli  took  place  two  yean 
ago.    A  petition  was  then  presented  frpin  ccnaB 
aliens  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York;  and  be- 
cause they  reflected  on  a  former  Admiaisfratioa. 
the  House  would  not  hear  them.     I  never  did.  smid 
Mr.  S.,  witness  such  an  attempt  as  this ;  aad  could 
such  attempts  be  sustained,  they  would  sobrertalj 
government  whatever.    Shall  a  person  aecmed  of 
a  crime,  while  his  trial  is  dependinji^  bong  for- 
ward complaints  against  his  judges  7    If  so,  we 
have  no  resrular  government.    Thu  is  tamia^  the 
House  of  liepcesentatives  into  a  judiciaf  y  body, 
and  authorizing  them  to  wrest  all  other  bu&ii^ 
from  the  triUuMis  of  jnstice. 

Mr.  Albtoh.-*!  would  not  rise,  bet  for  the  ex- 
traordinary deelamtioB  of  the  gemieman  frooi 
Massachusetts,  who  says  members  of  the  House 
knew  that  the  President  was  possessed  of  know- 
ledge of  the  Leander's  sailing,  time  enough  to  have 
prevented  it.    He  says  he  knew  it.    If  so,  this 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  course  now  proposed 
to  be  taken.    If  the  fitting  out  and  the  desiinatioa 
ofv  the  Leander  were  known  to  any  member  of 
this  House^  I  pronounce  that  member  equally 
criminal  with  the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Presi- 
dent.   For  my  part  I  had  heard  a  eentlemen  (^re- 
spectability f)rom  New  York  say,  though  some  peo> 
pie  were  prepared  for  the  saiiinff  of  the  Lesader, 
he  did  not  think  twenty  men  in  New  York  koeW 
the  place  of  her  destinatioo.    As  to  the  cosrae 
pursued  by  the  Hoiiae,  it  is  perfectly  imsaterial 
to  oie,  whether  the  petitions  he  on  the  taUe,  or  are 
returned  to  those  from  whom  they  came-^^my  only 
if'uh  is,  that  we  do  not  aaaction  a  thing  of  uis 
kind  without  knowing  more  about  at. 

Mr.  jAOKSONi — The  gentleman  irani  Musa- 
ehusetts  has  toid  as  of  mformation  possessed  is 
this  House  of  a  most  exiraordiaar  j 


thinly  the  most  eztraonlittary  in  the  anoak  of  ja> 
risprudence ;  that  Government  hftd  a  knowledge 
of  this  case,  and  that  they  are  afmid  to  tnzst  tht 
decision  of  a  jury  of  their  countrf .  This  is  most 
ezjtraordinary  indeed.  For  my  part,  I  regret  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  so  far  for- 
got his  own  dignity,  and  the  duty  he  oves  ha 
country,  as  to  have  permitted  hima^f  to  have  be- 
come me  organ  of  these  charges.  He  has  told  cs 
we  will  discredit  oiirselves  by  rejecting  these  peti- 
tions. But  permit  toe  to  say  he  has  already  mm 
diaeredited  hiouslf  by  presenting  thcoi.  The  pe 
litioners  say  this  expedition  has  fecetv«d  the  af 
plaase  and  eacoar^^ement  of  ikt  Qoveraiaeii^ 
and  the  gentleman  stifs  this  h  known  lo  tbe 
Hoose.  1  proBonncethisfahiew  I  say  it  is  a  btae 
calumny,  of  whioh  the  gendeman  has  made  hin- 
salf  the  org[an;  and  in  saying  so,  I  hold  mjseif 
responsible  in  any  place  the  gentleman  pleases. 

Mr.  CIdinot.**-!  deemed  it  my  dnty  to  pieseit 
a  petition  handed  to  me,  let  it  come  from  whit 
quarter  it  mightr-«nd  in  this  instance  befsre  i 
presented  these  memorials  I  made  a  correct  state- 
ment of  all  their  contents,  which  the  House  keaid, 
and  having  heard,  received  them.  As  to  the 
harsh  things  which  have  been  uttered  by  the  gea- 
tleman  from  Virginia  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
hurt  my  repotation.    I  said  some  informatioi^ 
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itated  in  the  memorials,  was^  correct  I  say  so 
tK)w.  But  did  I  ss^y  the  whole  iaformatioo  con- 
tained jn  them,  with  the  colpriog,  was  true? 
QeQtlemen  will  bear  me  w^loess  that  I  said  I  did 
lot  believe  the  facts  could  be  proved ;  bat  that 
;here  was  grotind  enough  to  justify  the  goioff  into 
in  inquiry.  Now,  as  to  the  information  vlludkHl 
o:  I  received  ao  iofonoatioo  myself  iVom  New 
ITork — the  iafonnaiioii  eame  to  a  gentleman  oa 
bis  floor.  Was  k  for  me  to  biiog  this  ii^forma- 
ion  before  the  House  ?  Other  genilenen  had  the 
ime  informatioB.  I  have  said  these  things  as  a 
eason  for  not  bettfg  to6  precij>it»te.  Such  con- 
ilct  win  look  as  1?  we  were  iniSuieiieed  br  im'' 
roper  nfotLves.  In  wiiat  I  l^are  said,  rbyno 
leans  mean  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  memorials; 

Mr.  MtJWPOHD.-rOh  the  first  ofFebniary  I  appli- 
)  the  Collector  of  New  York.  He  declared  h* 
[^  not  know  the  real  destination  of  the  Leander 
-she  had  cleared  out  for  JacmeL  The  2d  Feb- 
jary,  the  Leander  sailed  from  the  watering  place 
t  Staten  Island.  Her  4^i^o&tion  Was  the-coia- 
ton  subject  of  conver^tion.  Some  supposed  it 
as  to  one  plsc^  and  some  to  another ;,  but  it  was 
inerally  conjieetated  .to  be  a  Britisli. expedition. 

was  common  conversation  that  Miranda  lutd 
ought  with  liim  a  aredit  on  Great  Britain,  and 
have  since  been  inlbnived  he  drew  a  bill  on  one 

the  late  British  Administration.  Shortly  after, 
heard  of  theprosecutioo,  but  I  nerer  imaging 
e  Administration  had*  anytl^ag  to  do  with  the 
:peditioD.  ,     ,         *.     \ 

Mr.  Q^cTiNCT  said,  in  the  f emarks  he  had  offered, 

had  only  meant  to  say  that  thefe  had  been  an 
traordinary  equipment  and  Arining^in  the  h'ar- 
r  of  New  York.  He  did  not  mean  to  pledge 
QQself  as  to  the  knowledge  of  the  destination, 
to  the  other  fact,  whether  there  was  tinfe  for 
?  Administration  to  have  prevented  it.  . 
Mr.  Jackson. — The  fl^entleman  did  say  so. 
Mr.  CiuiNCT. — Such  IS  my  impression  at  pres- 
t,  but  I  am  not  eerlaia  bf  it.  -  Since  I  rose,  I 
ve  undevetood  that  After  this  inforjoiatiott  was 
eived,  an  attenapt  was  made  b^  the  Bxecutive 
stop  the  vessel.  In  making  the'iremarks  I  haVe 
?red,  I  did  not  mean,  to  criminate  the  Adminis- 
tioD.  If  my  words  bore  stich  a  meaning,  I 
thdraw  them^  Snob  was  not  my  intention. 
At.  BtnwBLL  said,  the  memotiak  referred  tor 
>  subjects.  On  the  first,  the  memorialists  state 
t  they  have  been  'indicted  for  am  c^enee,  and 
resent  certain  facts,  ^hich  they  say  are  in  their 
or ;  they  say  the  indictment  is  dependlng-^this 
»egging  the  case.  That  while  tnese  facts  re- 
ia  to  be  tried  before  a  tribunal  of  justice,  where , 

whole  benefit  of  evidence  may  be  made  use  of 
ler  in  justification  or  destruction  of  the  charges, 
t  the  memorialists  should  resort  to  ,a  petition 
this  nature  en  the  last  day  of  the  session,  is 
5t  extraordinary^  and  for  the  Hovse  to  under* 
e  to  decide  a  question  now  pending  before  a 
rt  and  jury,  before  whom  any  witnesses  may 
lummoned.  would  be  still  more  extraordinary; 
e  other  subject  relatea.  to  the  conduct  of  the 

r\  in  this  particular  case.    If,  when  this  ease 
be'ultimately  decided,  the  memorialists  shaU 
9ih  Con. — 35 


think  themselves  aggrieved,  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  come  forward  with  their  complaint. 

Mt.  fiABLT.— 'The  memorials  have  been  pre* 
sented  at  a  time  and  under  eireumstances  so  e9* 
'tmocdinarv«  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  call  for,  at  the 
hands  of  tnis  House,  something  noore  than  is  con- 
tained in  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  ^en- 
tiicky.  These  pecoliarilies  of  time  and  ciroum- 
stance  haVe  been  already  Doticed  by  different  sen- 
tlemen,  and  ire  of  a  nature  so  striking,  that  tliey 
eannQt  escape  the  attention  of  any.  1  aball  not) 
thereforei;  detain  the  House  with  any  argunienta^ 
or  with  a  detail  of  them.  1  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  offering  a  resolution  which  I  think  the  occasion 
calls  for,  and  in  favor  of  which  I  hope  the  gentle* 
man  from  Kentucky  will  withdraw  his  motion. 

'  Mr.  Eaalt  then  offered  the*  following  resokn 
tiou! 

.  Heaohedf  That  the  diarges  contained  in  the  memo- 
rials of  8.  G.  Ogden  and  William  Smith  ere,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  unsupported  by  any  e^enee 
whichi  in  the  least  degree^  oriminates  the  Efzeeutive 
]goveniment4>f  this  coontiy  ^— that  the  said  memorials 
appear  to  hare,  been  presented  at  a  time  and  under 
drcnmstancea  insidiously  oalcnlaied  to  excite  unjost 
suspicions  in  the  mHads  of  the  good  people  of  this  na* 
tion  agsiost  the  exiating  Administration  of  the  General 
G^overnxnen^  and  that  it  woald  be  highly  improper  in 
this  House,  to  take  any  step  which  might  influence  or 
prejudice  a  cause  now  depending  in  a  legal  tdbanfd  of 
thelJnited  States.  Therefore,  Ruolved,  That  the  said 
memorials  be  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  returned  to 
those  from  whom  they  came. 

Mr.  LtoN  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Clabk  said  this  resolution,  was  suscentible 
of  Id i vision.  He  had  ^o  objection  to  the  latter 
part  of  it,  but  he  did  not  .wish  to  give  a  hasty  dc" 
cision  pn  the  former^  as  be  was  not  acqnaanted 
with  all  the  circumstances  referr^  to.  He  would 
therefore  move.to  strike  oat  the  fiirst  part  of  the 
TesbHation. 

Mr^>S]ifLiB.rT^We  are  now  to  give  a  vote  whe* 
ther.  these  eharges  i|re  true  or  not.  Believing 
them  to  be  untsn^  I  shall  rote  against  the  mo* 
tion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Clark. — I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  tme; 
But  it  is* not  proper  to  condemn  a  cause  unheard. 
These  men  think  themselves  aggrieved ;  they  set 
forth  eertain  charges,  and  we  at  oince  give  out 
opinion  that  they  aire  false.  I  ean  never  agree  to 
this  course.  ,      , 

Mr.  DANA.^^These  i^umorials  oowlain  a  state* 
ment  of  certain  facts  in  the  nature  of  allegations 
•gainst  certain  bfl^rs  in  this  Govern oaent.  When- 
ever .allegBtions  of  this  kiud  are  made,  such  lau'* 
gnage  ought  to  be  used  as  is  best  adapted  to  con- 
vey the  ideas  of  the  petitioners.  These  memo* 
rials  contain  two  things.  In  the  first  place,  they 
ebarge  the  Ex^utive  of  the  United  States  with 
a  participation  in  Miranda's  expedition.  As  to 
this  charge,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  House  interfering.  Under  a  htw  of  the 
United  States  theequipment'of  a  vessel  against  a 
Power  wi^  which  we  are  at  peace,  is  considered 
OS  a  misdemeanor,  punished  bv  fine  and  imprison- 
ment: and  if  General  Miranda  ousled  these  men 
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under  A  belief  that  the  President,  or  Secretary  of 
State,  did  countenance — though  in  fact  they  did 
not— this  enterprise,  they  may,  if  found  guilty  by 
a  jury,  avail  themselves  of  this  circumstance,  in 
mitigation  of  their  fine  and  imprisonment.  It 
does  not  become  this  House,  by  any  declaration, ' 
to  give  an  opinion  on  this  point,  either  one  way 
or  another.  On  the  other  point,  relatiye  to  the 
conduct  of  the  judge,  I  am  not  so  satisfied  rela- 
tive to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Is  not  every 
man  accused  entitled  to  a  fair  trial  ?  And  if  the 
charges  are  true,  and  the  man  guilty,  ttnd^et.the 
judge  has  erred,  he  has  abused  his  authority.  I 
will  not  say  perverseljr,  but  he  has  not  pursued 
the  usual  course  of  administering  criminal  justice. 
As  to  this  part  of  the  memorial,'  therefore,  I  am 
willing  it  saould  lie  on  the  table ;  while  I  am 'per- 
fectly ready  as  to  that  part  which  respects  the 
EUecutive,  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  ALEXANuca. — ^I  wish  to  be  informed  of  the 
correctness  of  my  impression,  that  the  mover  of 
the  memorial  prayed  it  should  be  printed.  ^Before 
the  House  give  their  consent  to  publish  isuch  « 
voluminous  piece  of  calumny,  I  should  be  glad  to 
hear  some  reason  assigned  for  it.  At  first  blush, 
as  has  been  represented  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  this,  appear^  to  be  an  unjust  and  un- 
candid  attempt  to  obtain  the  interference  of  this 
House.  I  should  be  glad  gentlemen  would  show 
us  any  case  in  which  it  would  be  right  for  this 
House  to  interfere  while  it  is  coram  fiidice. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  with  suggesting  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Early,  which  he  after- 
wards withdrew.  *      "^  . 

Mr.  Clabk  likewise  withdrew  his  amendment, 

Mr.  Ma8T£Rs. — It  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard 
of  a  defendant  under  an  indictment  for  a  public 
offence,  petitioning  the  JR.epresentatives  of  the 
people  to  interfere  and  arrest  him  from  public 
mstice.  It  is  a  kind  of  imputation  on  this  House. 
The  petitioner  is  accused  of  a  breach  of  the  law, 
and  IS  called  on  to  answer  that  accusation  before 
the  proper  forum.  It  does  not  belonc  to  this 
House  to  interfere  with  that  tribunal.  The  Con« 
stitution  has  set  apart  apd  defined  the  different 
powers. 

The  memorialists  attempt  to  criminate  the  Ad- 
ministration. The  Administration  is  hot  on  trial 
before  this  House.  If  the  district  JH.dge,  in  the 
course  of  the  examination. and  trial,  acu  corrupt^ 
ly,  there  is  a  proper  time  and  manner  of  bringing 
him  constitutionally  before  this  House.  We  ought 
not  to  countenance  the  defendant's  endeavors  to 
cast  an  odium  on  the  court  before  whom  the  trial 
if  depending,  and  the  petition  ou^^ht  to  be.  dis- 
missed in  stronger  language  than  is-ezpressed  in 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
resolution  down  to  the  word  ^^country,"  preceding 
the  first  dash.  c 

Mr.  CLARKsaid  he  really  felt  for  the  dignity  of  the 
House.  He  had  no  hesitation  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tion was  unsupported  by  evidence.  But  the  jour- 
nals would  show  that  this  was  not  the  firet  in- 
stance that  similar  petitions  had  been  acted  uix>n. 
A  he  peuuonera  thought  thematlves  injued,  and 


had  a  ri^t  to  call  for  redress.  In  order  to  get 
rid  of  this  difficulty,  lie  moved  the  previous  qset- 
tion. 

Mr.  Jackbon  asked  tbe  yeas  aod  iuiy%  which 
were  taken  on  ^he  previous  question,  *^Siall  the 
main  question  be  now  put,"  and  decided  in  tht 
affirmative — yeas  74,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

YsAS — ^Evsn  Alei^snder,  Willis  AJston,  js^  Isssc 
Andeown,  David  Bard,  Josejrti  Barker,  Bmwdl  Bss- 
sett,  George  Ml  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidw^  Mm 
Blake,  jon^.  Robot  Brown,  Levi  Cssej,  John  OsbAs, 
John  CUibonie,  Matthew  Clay»  John  Cloplon,  Ficdo^ 
ick  Conrad,  Leonsid  Covington,  Jacob  Civwaindiidi 
Richsfd  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  Elias  Eaile,  Pefer  Eirif, 
James  Billot,  Ebeneaer  Elmer,  William  Flndfey,  Jama 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gameti,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  8ilat  Halsetr,  John  HamiHao,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
John  Lambert  Matthew  Lyon,  JPatnck  Mmgroder, 
Robert  Marios,  Josiah  Masters,  WHUsm  McCreeiv, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jenaish  Mot- 
row,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  &  Mumlbni,  Thomss  Xrv« 
to6,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  John  RsndoJph, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PcBBsjhami, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Bnsfill.  Peter  dsiDj, 
Thomss  Sandlbni,  Martin  6.  Sdraneoiaii,  James  SSaaa, 
John  Bmilie,  John  Smith,  damnel  Smith,  Hcoiy  8ovik> 
ard,  Jose^  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thoa^ 
s6n,  Uri  Trscy,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Vsnnaa, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUits]^ 
Nathan  Wilhams,  and  Joseph  Winaton. 

N4Ts--Sil8s  Betton,  Christopher  Cliik,  Ssmiiel  W. 
Dana,  Caleb  Ellis,  WiUiam  Ely,  Joseph  Le«»,  jun^ 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Po- 
kin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quinor,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Ssavl 
Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Killian  K.  Tan  Rcm- 
selaer,  and  Peleg  Wadswoith. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  stated,  '*Tbi 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,"  a  din»-  I 
ion  of  tbe  said  question  was  called  for:  Where- 
upon, the  first  member  thereof  being  again  read. 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

*^,Radhed,  That  the  ohaigescontuiiedm  the  mcms-  i 
rials  of  Samuel  G.  Ogden  and  of  WOliam  &  Smiik. 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hoiisa,  unsappactodtfy  ssy 
evidence  whidi,  hi  the  least  degree,  criminates  Iks  £x* 
ecutive  Government  of  this  country." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  da 
agree  to  the  said  first  membet  of  the  motion,  aai 
resolved  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  75^  nays  8,  v 
follows : 

YxAs— Evan  Alexander,  Wilfie  Alston,  Jnn.,  Imsc 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Geoige  H. 
Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun^  Ro^ 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  ClsibsiBB. 
Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Jdm  Ctopton,  FW- 
erick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Ciowma- 
shield,  Richard  Cntts,  Ezra  Darby,  Elias  Bark,  Pdec 
Early,  James  Elliott,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Fffi^ 
ley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gan«a,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaey,  Jska  Ham- 
ilton, David  Holmes,  David  Hoagb,  John  G.  Jsckasn, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyea,  Patri^ 
Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCrmiy,  TTxho- 
las  R.  Moors,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Menow,  Jeka 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newton,  jvsr 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Roidolph,  Thamm  IL 
Randolpby  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jc^  Rbm  d 
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Pemieflseey  John  RrnseU,  Peter  Sully,. Tbomae  Sain- 
Qons,  Thomaa  Sandferd,  Martin  G.  Sdiuneman,  James 
Uoan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy. 
touthard,  Joseph  Stanton,  I>avid  Thomas,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Uri  TracjT,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
lum,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehUI,  David  R.  WU- 
iams,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Wjinn,  and  Joseph 
Vinston. 

Nats— Bnrwell  Bassett,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  William 
My,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun^  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jerc- 
liidi  Nelson,  Josiah  Quincy,  and  KiUian  k.  Van 
lensselaer. 

The  second  member  of  the  said  motian  being 
gain  read  iathe  words  foUowingjto  Wit; 

"  That  the  said  memorials  appear  to  have  been  pre- 
ented  at  a  time,  and  under  circumstances  insidiously 
alculated  to  excite  unjust  suspicion  in  the  minds  of 
lie  good  people  of  this  nation,  against  tiie  existing 
Ldministration  df  thW  General  Government." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  a^ree 
0  the  said  second  member  of  the  motion,  and  re- 
el ved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  70,  nays  13,  as 

bliows:  •       •  .      . 

YsAs-^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac- 
Anderson,  Dayid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BurweU  Bas- 
ett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bf^nabas'  Bidwell^  John 
Hake,  jun.,  Robert  Brovrn,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chan- 
ler,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clinton, 
'rederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crown- 
ishield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  Ellas  Earle,  Pe- 
sr  Early,  James  Elliat,  Ebenezer  Elmer,''  William 
^indley,  James  Fisk,  Johii.  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg, 
saiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton;  David' 
lolmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Joihn  Lam- 
ert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert  Ma- 
ion,  Josiah  Masters,  WilUan  MeCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
4oore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Ourdon  S. 
4umford,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Otin,  John 
^ugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylv$p 
lia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rtossell,  Peter 
)ailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Marjtin 
h  Scbuneman,  Jaipes  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph.  Stantbnr  Da- 
id  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  John 
^hitehiU,  Robert  Whitehilf,  David  R.  WUliams,  Na* 
han  WiUiams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Christopher  Clark,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Wil- 
iam  Ely,  James  M.  Gamett,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jon- 
Lthan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Ttmo&y  Pitkin, 
un.,  Josiah  Quiney,  John  Randolph,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
lon,  Abram  Trigg,  and  Gillian  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  third  member  of  the  ^aid  motion  being 
igain  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

<*  And  that  it  would  be  highly  improperin  this  House, 
o  take  ai\y  step  which  might  influence  or  prejudice  a 
»use  now  depending  in  a  legal  tribunal  of  the  United 
Jtates." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
;o  said  third  member  of  the  motion,  and  anan- 
imously  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by. yeas  and 
nays,  ever^r  member  present  voting  in  the  affirm* 
itive,  to  wit: 

Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac  Ander- 
lon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BurweU  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jun.,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
ClaOwme,  Ohristophar  Clarke  Matthew  Clay,  John 


CFopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob 
Crownlnshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Sam^ei  W.  Dana,  Eira 
Dar^,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebene- 
zer iflmer,  William  Sly,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  James  M.  Garnet^  Andrew  Grigg,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thom- 
as Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvanta,' John  Rhea  of  Teiinessee,  John  Rus- 
sell, Peter  SaiUy,^  Thomas  Samttions,  T^mas  Sand- 
ford, Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smi- 
He,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smithy  Henry  Sonthard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  ThomaSt 
PhiUp  R..Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abiam  Trigg,  Killian 
K.  Van  RetiBselaeic  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  John  White- 
hiU,  Robert  ^hitehill,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph-  Winston. 

.  The  fourth  and  last  member  of  the  said  motioa 
being  again- read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

**  Therefore,  Reaohed,  That  the  said  memorials  be, 
by  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  returned  to  those  from 
whom  they  came:" 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  a|p:ee 
to  the  said  fourth  and  last  member  of  the  motion, 
and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

YsAs— >*Eyan  Aleztoder,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BurweU  Bas- 
sett, Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  Robert 
Briown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,.  John  Clai- 
borne, Matthow  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Con- 
radr  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crownlnshield,  Riehaxd 
Cutts,  Esra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  James  EUiot,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes» 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  Ji.€rreen,  Silas  Halsey^ 
John  Hamilton,*  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Jolm 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  OUn^  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
James  6|Ioan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Jose^  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Phil- 
ip R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  John 
Whit^hill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Na- 
than Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston* 

I  N  ATB — George  Mi  Bedinger,  Christopher  Clark,  Sam* 
uel  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Timothy  ritkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Russell,  Samuel  Thompson,  Tho- 
mas W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  and  Killian  K.  Van 
Risnsselaer. 

DUTIES  ON  6ALT. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
SenatQ  to  the  bill  repealing  the  acts.layiog  daties 
on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force  for  afurther  time, 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Barbary  Fowera." 
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These  ameniSnients  proposed  striking  out  all 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
the  duty  ion  salt.  ' 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  believed  it  would  be  in  or- 
der to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  If  n't 
were,  he  would  offer  an  amendment,  which  would 
go  to  take  off  the  duty  on  salt  to  the  amount  of 
eight  cents. 

The  Spbaker  considering  the  amendment,  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  business,  not  in  order,  the 
question  was  put  on  ccmcurrinj^  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate* 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb. — I  understand  this  House  to 
have  sent  a  bill  to  the  Senate  repealing  the  exiat- 
iDg  duty  on  salt,  and  contingiogfbra  further  tittie 
the  tax  imposing  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  p^r 
cent,  on  articles  prev^iously  charged  with  ad  vAio* 
Hem  duties.  The  Senate  have  returned  the  bill, 
retaining  the  supply  we  Toted,.as  well  as  the  tax 
jyroposed  by  us  to  be  repealed.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  agree  to  their  amendments,  and  the  reasons  t . 
flball  ofier  will  not  be  those  drawil  from  expedi^ 
eAcy,  but  from  my  idea  of  the  Constitutional 

£>wers  of  this,  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
tnre — which  is/that  it  is  the  sole  and  indisputa- 
ble prerogative  of  this  House  to  grant  the  money 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.    It  is  here 
only  that  a  grant  of  monev  can  originate.    It  is 
true  that  the  Senate  have  the  power  of  amending 
money  bills,  but  my  fdea  of  the  extent  to  which 
that  power  can  go,  accordion  to  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  is  this:  While  the  Senate  may 
amend  money  bills,  to  facilitate  the  collection  of 
duties,  or  in  other  respects,  as_to  their  details,  they 
do  not  possess  the  Constitutional  power  of  var^r- 
ing  either  the  Quantum  of  tax  proposed  in  t)rt» 
House;  or  the  object  on  which  it  may  be  levied. 
I  hope  the  House  will  never  consent  to  give  up 
this  mraluable  privilege  of  saying  what  supplies 
they  will  grant,  and  the  object  on  which  they 
^hall  be  levied*    But,  even  supposing  this  objec- 
tion nugatory,  I  hope  this  House'  will  not  suffer 
itself  to  be  trapped,  on  the  last  day  of  the' session, 
in  agreeing  to  a  grant  it  was  never  in  their  con- 
templation to  make.    When  we  sent  a  bill  to  the- 
other  branch  to  continue  the  Mediterranean  daty, 
we  sent  at  the  same  time,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  salt.    The  amendment  from  the  Senate  can  be 
Tiewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  originating  a 
aioney  bill  in  the  Senate.    It  goes  to  originate  a 
tax  on  salt.    Such,  in  effect,  will  he  the  object 
and  tendeney  of  the  measure.    Let  us  supppae, 
ioatead  of  eendtng  to  the  Senate  a  bill  imposing  a 
new  tax,  we  had  sent  a  simple  bill  to  i^peal  this 
aame  tax  upon  salt-HSould  the  Senate,,  by  an 
amendment,  rivet  and  continue  the  Meditelrrar 
Btan  fund  ?    And  if  the^  oould,  would  not  that 
be  orijE^inating  a  money  bill  ?    I  hope  the  House 
will  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sloan. — However  I  may  expose  myself  to 
the  censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I 
think  it  my  doty  to  say  something  on  a  subject 
highly  interesting  to  my  constituents.  Notwith- 
atanding  the  talents  and  eloquence  of  that  gentle- 
man, I  differ  from  him  on  this  subject.  I  will  ask 
what  chance  there  was  of  obtaining  the  repeal  of 


this  tax  upon  salt,  when  the  ibeasiire  ims  proposed 
at  the  heel  of  a  sesstoii,  when  1c  mig^t  have  beea 
offered  three  months  ago;  an^  cooneeted  with 
another  thing  which  compelled  me  to  Tote  for  hi 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  as  Const iturional  for  as  to 
.agree  to  an  amendment  of  the  Senate  ssif  the 
thing  originated  with  u&,  I  hope  the  Hoose  will 
anee  to  the  amendment  The  satuatlon  of  oor 
affairs  requires  it,  and  I  trust  we  shall  treat  with 
contempt  the  attempt  to  force  down  so  impomia 
a  bill  at  the  end  of  a  session. 

Mr.  Alston  thought  it  would  be  adrisaUe  to 
accommodate  with  the  Senate.  In  order  Co  ob- 
tain an  accoihmodation,  he  should  vote,  m  the 
first  iiistance,  against  the  amendments  of  tfae  Sen- 
ate. On  a  conference,  they  may  agree  to  strike 
off  the  duty  of  eight  cents  on  salt,  and  the  next 
year,  when  we  shall  better  undisrstand  the  ^und 
on  which  we  stand,'  the  House  may  be  dispoKd 
still  further  to. lessen  the  burden. ' 

Mr.  Rhea,  ,  of  Tennessee. — I  do  not  consider 
this  bill  as  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  ori^nating  reve- 
nue, but  as  one,  on  the  contrary,  detractiag  from 
the* revenue.  I  contend  that  tfaie  Semite  have  the 
power,  at  any  time,  to  say  they  will  not  eonseot 
to  the  repeal  of  a  revenue  law,  else  they  are  a 
trifling,  insignificant  body. '  Are  they  not,  as  well 
as  we^  to  judge  of  the  exigency  of  the  country  ? 
This  is  not  a  question  of  expediency,  but  of  ae- 
cessity.  Though  we  are  desirous  of  takuig  off 
the  duty  on  salt,  such  is  the  situation  of  the  cdua- 
trjr,  menaced  with  foreign  danger,  and  particoiaily 
with  a  war  with  Tunis,  that  the  revenue  o«ight  not 
to  be  diminished.  Fc^r  these  reasons  I  sJmiI  coa- 
ciir  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate^  ^ 

The  yeas  aad  nays  were  then  taken  on  agrc«ag 
to  the  ameftdment  of  the  Senate— yeas  24^  nap 
56j  as  follows  r 

TrA»^j6hn  BiBke,  jr.,  Riehaid  Cotia,  X»a  BaAy, 
Jtmes  Fisk,  laatah  L.  Green,  Walter  Jones,  Mi^mI 
Leib,  Matdiew  Lyon,  Joeiiiir  Maaten,  ITirftirlnr  JL 
'Moore,  Gurdon  8.  liumford,  Thom'M  Newlsa,  jnaior, 
Thomas  M.  Randc^ph,  John  lUiea  of  Tenmaw,  Joha 
Koisell,  Pe<ter  Sailly,  Thomas  Suuiioav,  TboBasdazid- 
ibrd,  Martin  O.  Schnneman,  Jas.  Stoan,  DaTiii  ThooHs, 
Uri  Tracy,  John  WhitehiU,  and  Nadua  WiUiflBk 

Nats — Svan  Alexander,  Willis  AIbIod»  jmu  B«r- 
well  Baaaitt,  Gisorge  M.  Bediager,  8ilaa  BcMon,  Bana- 
bas  BidweD,  Robert  Brown,  I^  Casey,  Joika  Ghaa^ 
ler,  John  Claibonie,  ChziatopherGhudk*  ifmtdiew  Clar, 
John  CkiptOB,  Jacob  Crtwninafaield,  John  DaTcnpact^ 
junior,  Joha  Dawaon,  Bliaa  Barie»  Peter  Eaiiy,  Janci 
Blliot,  Sbaneser  Ehner,  Waiiam  Ely,  John  W.  Emm, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gi^gTsilai 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Darfd  Hongl, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  J«&- 
athan  O.  Moeely,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Gideon  Olin,  Tier- 
othy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pngh,  Joaiah  Qnincy,  Jo^ 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylnuiia,  John  Smile* 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph  Staaton,  Bci^bbioi 
Talhnadge,  Samael  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Tboa^Ma, 
Thomas  W-  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  ^ar- 
nnm,  Pel^  Wadftworlh,  Robert  WhitehUi,  Band  R. 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn*  aad  io» 
seph  Winston. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb. — I  hope  we  shall  now  ad- 
here to  oar  disagreement  to  the  amendment  ofthe 
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Senate.    I  hope  we  shall  not  conctir  wi|h  the  Sen- 
ite^  under  the  idea  of  reducing  the  duty  on.  salt 
from  twenty  to  twelve  centsf.    Notwithstanding 
t  fear  etitertaitfed  by  some  gentlenaen  of  a  defi- 
:iency  in  the  reTeooe,  the  House,  by  a  vast  major- 
ty,  passed  the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  salt.  The 
Message  of  the  President  was  referred  to  the  Oom^ 
nittee  of  Ways  and  Meatts,  and  that  Committee 
nade  a  report  recommending  the  taking  off  the 
loty  on  ^It,  and  contihuing  the  two  and  a  haliT 
>er  cent.  d«ty.    Every  objection  to  the  measure 
hat  DOW  exists  thien  existed,  and  ought  then  to 
lave  been  offered.    We  then  sent  to  the  other 
ff  ouse  a  supply  of  money — a  tax  yielding  $900,» 
)00,  with  the  probability  of  its  amounting  the 
msuing  year  to  a  mJUiott ;  in  this  same  bill  we 
>roposed  taking  off  a  tax,  which  does  not  yield 
^600,000;  we  therefore  made  a  grapt  of  $4O6,00D 
iDDuaHv.    It  is  aaid  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  docs  not  go  to  the  imposition  of  a  new  tax, 
rat  that  it  continues  the  reVentre  as  it  i8%    There 
s  some  plausibility,  but-no  solidity  in  tbis  remarks 
f  it  goes  to  continue  the  revenue  as  it  now  is,' 
vhere  is  the  necessity  of  continuing  tile  duty  of 
wo  and  a  half  per  cent.  ?    It  os  therefore  iti  fact 
I  new  money  bill.    Let  me  urge  one  thing  to  the 
House.    If  we  ever  mean  to  strike  off  the  doty  on 
alt,  we  must  cling  to  the  Mediterrakiean  fund  as 
he  lever  to  lift  this  load  from  the  shoulders  of 
he  people.    It  will  be  reoolteoted'that  within  five 
rears  we  have  taken  off  the  internal  taxes.    I  am 
;lad  of  it ;  fo9  I  fear  it  weald  not  now  be  done. 
They  produced  about'  $800,000,  indtisive  of  ti^e 
axes  which  na^  expired,  and  9*^40,000  exclusive 
)f  them.    But  we  nave  granted  a  supply. of  two 
\ii6  a  half  percent,  doties,  which  yield  amually, 
rom  nine  nundrtd  thousand,  to  a  million  ooilars. 
Phis  is  a  complete  offset  lo  the  repeal  of  the  in- 
ernal  taxes.    What  we  have  losi  by  their  repeal 
ve  have  gained,  with  the  addition  Of  oile  or  two 
mndred  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  sum  we 
hould  have  received,  had  they  been  buffered  to 
emain,  and  no  addition  been  made  to  the  duties 
m  imports  and  tonnage ;  and  yet  we  hear  of  the 
;rowing  demands  of  the  Government.    But  the 
growing  demands  of  all  Gk>verament9  are  alike, 
io  gentlemen  recollect  the  growing  state' of  the 
lation?    When  this  Qovernment  was  first  put  in 
notion,  the  duties  on  imports  were  not  more  than 
our  or  five  millions.    These  resources  are  daily 
^rowin^,  and  a  fund  aeoming  from  the  increasing 
irospertty  of  the  people,  which  their  guardians  are 
>ound  to  account  for.    Though  we  haye  contract- 
id  a  debt  for  New  Orleans,  we  have  gained  a  rev- 
enue of  not  less  than  $300,000  a  year.    From 
hese  circumstances  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our 
lisagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
tnd  that  they  will,  in  their  justness  and  gracioOs- 
less,  yield  a  tax  ot  half  a  million  for  a  tax  which 
)roduce8  a  whole  millfon.    It  is  a  new  atretoh  of 
Senatorial  prerogative. *fbr  that  body-^— 

The  Bpb&kbb  s|iid  the  House  had  nothing  to  do 
viih  the  conduct  of  the  Senate — it  was  therefore 
)ut  of  order  to  make  such  remarks. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — l-woold  wish  to  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  Senate  $  and  am  therefore  in 


favor  of  adhering  to  our  vote — though  I  believe, 
when  there  is  a  Constttntional  question  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  two  branches,  we  may  very  properly 
examine  their  proceedings.    It  is  said  tne. Senate 
may  strike  out  all  but  the  title  of  your  bills.    In- 
disputably;' but  will  this  House  submit?    Sup- 
pose you  send  a  bill  to  the  Senate  laying  a  dutj 
of  two  per  cent,  on  saltpetre,  and  they  send  it 
back  to  veu,  striking  out  this  provision,  and  giving 
you  a  bill  in  lieu  of  it,layiDga  tax  of  four  fihtllings 
in  the  pound  on  all  the  lands  oT  the  United  States. 
Is  that,  under  the  Constitution,  a  fair  exercise  of 
their  power  ?  •  To  my  mind,  if  the  position  be  ad- 
mitted^ that  it  is  the  sole  privilege  of  this  House 
to  grant  the  public  money,  it  is  extremely  indecent, 
to  say  nO  more,  for  that  branch  of  the  Legislature 
to  tell  the  United  States  they  will  get  all  the 
money  they  can,  whatever  may  be  the  disposition 
of  this  House.    Recollect  how  the  salt  tax  was 
laid  before— on  the  last  day  of  an  expiring  Con- 
gress, after  a  proposition  to  lay  the  tax  had  been 
rejected,  and  members  had  gone  home,  under  the 
persuasion  that  no  suph  tittempt  would  be  renews 
ed.    By  some  little  modification  of  that  proposi- 
tion, a  tax  of  twentv  cents  was  laid  on  every 
fifty»six  pounds  of  salt,  and  riveted  on  the  people 
forever.    When.  I  say  forever,  I  mean  the  period 
cff  its  being  taken  off  depends  on  a  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  over  which  the  people  have  but  little 
control,  who  are  the  representatives,  not  of  the 
people,  but  of  the  State  sovereignties.   Now,,if  the 
House  do  wish,  as  surely  they  must,  to  get  irid  of 
this  tax,  and  if  they  believe,  as  they  must,  that  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country  admit  of  its 
repeal,  else  the  bill  would  not  have  passed  by  so 
large  a  majority;  I  hope  they  will  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate^ 
and  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  other  branch  to  take 
80  much  of  the  public  money,  as  it  is  our  pleasure 
to  grant,  and  not  ene  cent  more. 
-Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee. — As  I  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  understood,  it  is  necessary  that  I 
should  say  a  few  words  in  exnlanation.    I  said 
nothing  ot  the  Mediterranean  fund.    I  said  theUi 
and  I  still  say,  I  do  not  contemplate  this  bill,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  imposing  a  duty  on  salt,  as  a 
money  bill;  andl  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  only  a  negation  to  the  repeal  of  laws 
affecting  the  revenue.    I  said  that  House  had  a 
right  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  a  repeal  of  a 
revenue  law,  and  I  say  so  still.    We  aay  we  are 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  law  imposing  a  dutyron 
salt--they  say  they  are  against  it.    What  has  that 
to  do  with  originating  a  money  bill  ?    One  is  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  other  as  the  effect  from  its  cause. 
I  agree  that  this  House  has  the  right  to  originate 
revenue  laws;  but,  once  enacted,  they  have  an 
equal  right  with  us  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 
reseinding  them.    With  regard  to  this  law,  wnen 
1  came  here,  I  found  it  in  existence,  and  I  think 
in  the  present  fttate  of  the  country  it  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued.- Have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  we  shall  be  embroiled  in  a  war  with  Tunl<(? 
Will  not  this  take  all  the  revenue  we  have  to 
spare?    I  shall  be  glad  if  it  will  not  take  more. 
We  have  no  information  from  the  Executive 
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GoTeroment,  thatthk  duty  can  be  dispensed  with. 
We  have  seen  no  report  on  the  subject  from  the 
Secretary  of  the.  Treasury.  It  is  not  my  duty  to 
sit  here  and  disarm  the  Goyernment  of  the  power 
of  promoting  the  public  interest.  You  may  go 
on  repealing  one  law  after  another,  until  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  but  the  mere  name  of  authority  left. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  demands  on  the  Treasury 
may  increase— I  believe  they  may  justly  increase; 
we  know  indeed  they  have  mcreasedi  Since  the 
meeting  of  Congress  we  have  taken  measures 
which  may  increase  them  for  eventual  good,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  community.  Being  ofj 
this  opinion,  I  must  vote  against  thi^  bill  in  every 
shape  in  which  it  comes  before  me. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH.— I  understand  that  if  the 
House  do  adhere,  all  conference  with  the  Senate 
will  be  at  an  end.  If  they  prefere  to  keep  the 
duty  on  salt  to  having  the  Mediterranean  fund, 
they  will  refuse  to  recede  from  their  amendments. 
But  I  have  no  idea  tbey  will  refuse  a  revenue  of 
a  million  for  half  a  million.  I  am  as  anxious  as 
any  man  to  vote  the  necessary  supplies  of  the 
Government,  and  perhaps  my  vote  might  have 
been  materially  innuenced^  had  a  different  vote 
prevailed  on  the  bill  relaUve  to  the  public  debt, 
which  has  been  postponed.  But  when  I  find  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
tied,  and  that  there  is  a  probability  that  they  will 
be  obliged  to  pour  back  into  the  Treasury,  a  part 
of  the  fund  vested  in  them,  I  feel  altogether  indis- 
posed to  this  amendment.  If  all  the  surplus  reve- 
nue could  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  ^ebt, 
I  might  be  as  liberal  as  any  man  in  granting  it; 
but  as  it  cannot,  I  am  for  adhering  to  our  vote. 

Mr.  CoNRAO.—- 1  hope  we  shall  adhere,  but  try 
a  conference.  It  will  then  oe  time  enough  to 
consider  whether  we  will  adhere.  Anxious  as  I 
am  to  get  rid  of  this  odious  tax,  I  will  agree  tp 
reduce  the  duty  to  12  cents,  or  keep  the  Mediter- 
ranean fund,  and  next  session  judge  whether  we 
are  able  to  take  off  the  whole  of  it.  ' 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  barely. rose 
to  set  thegentleroan  from  Virginia  right,  by  stating 
that  the  hands  of  theCommissioners  of  tne  Sinking 
Fund  would  not  be  tied  for  several  years  to  come, 
and  that  Congress  would  be  in  8e8$ion  before  any. 
such  great  sum  would  be  accumulated  in  their 
hands. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  be  felt  as  great  an  aversion  to 
the  salt  tax  as  any  other  man,  but  his  strong  wish 
was  to  act  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Executive 
Government  might  not  be  distressed  in  discharg- 
ing the  duties  devolved  on  it  by  the  Legislature. 
He  should  vote  against  adhering^  that  a  confer- 
ence might  be  had  with  the  Senate.  He  should 
vote  for  taking  off  the  salt  tax,  if  he  thought  the 
Government  could  do  without  it;  and  he  bad  no 
doubt  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  were  under  the 
impression  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
thought  we  could  do  without  it.  He  said,  for  his 
own  satisfaction,  he  had  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  had  told  him  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  do  without  it. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  then  disagreed  to — 
yeas  36,  nays  42.    When  the  House  agreed  to 


insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  and  appointed  a  commiuee  of  coofe^ 
ence. 

And  then,  on  a  motion,  made  and  seconded,  cht 
House  adjourned  untH  half  past  six  o'doci:,  post 
meridiem. 

Eodem  Die^  half  pott  6  o*ciodL 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  confereDce  de- 
sired by^  this  House  On  the  subject-maiter  of  the 
amenament  depending  between  the  two  Hoqbb 
to  the  bill,  entitled  '^A^  act  in  addition  to  an  set, 
entitled  ^An  >ct  supplementary  to  the  aec  provi- 
ding for  a  Naval  Peace  EstablishmeBt,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  hare  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part    The  Senate  have  ap* 
pointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly,  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appfointed  on  the  part 
^  of  Oiis  House,  to  wait  on  the .  President  of  the 
I  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  pcopoaed  re- 
cess of  Congress. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ao  muth  of 
the  af^egoing  messaee  of  the  Senate  as  relates 
to  th^  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  tht 
two  Houses  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  reeen 
of  Congress:  Whereupon, 

Removed,  That  this  House  doth  afree  to  the 
same{  and  that  Mr.  Eablt,  Mr.  Thomas  }iLRa»' 
noLPH,  and  Mr.  Cutts,  be  appointed  of  the  sud 
committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameni- 
ment  propoKd  by  the  Senate  to  the  biil^  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned, 
the  act  to  regulate  the  bollectioa  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage:"  Whereupon. 

^eso/ved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  House,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  ea-     ^ 
titled  "An  act  for  the  nunishment  of  cooaierireil- 
ing  .the  current  coin  or  the  United  States,  and  for     I 
other  purposes.    The  bill  was  reported  without 
ameadment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  said  bill 
at  the  Clerk's  table :  Whereupon,  the  biU  was  resd 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The.  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  Senate  to 'the  bill  eniitied 
*lAn  act  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory  and  State  of  Ohio:"  Wherenpoa. 
Besolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  tk 
said  amendment. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  «■- 
titled  '*An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  times  d 
holding  the  Courts  of  the  District  of  Coiumltf? 
and  for  other  purposes.  The  bill  was  reponed 
withput  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill 
at  the  Clerk's  table:  Whereupon,  the  biU  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smilib,  from  the  managers  appointed  this 
day,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  coa- 
terence  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter 


1101 


^pRiu  1806. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 

Naval  Peace  EHablishment. 


1102 


HofR. 


}f  the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses. to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  'Aq  act  supplementary  to  the 
ict  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment, 
ind  for  other  purposes." .  reported  that  they  had 
net  the  managers  on  tne  part  of  the  Senat^  and 
lad  come  to  no  agreement  thereupon.^ 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
bat  the  Senate  recede  from  their'  amendment  to 
he  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  supplementary,  to  the  act  provi- 
ling  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for 
)ther  purposes,"  to  their  disagreement  to  which 
his  House  hath  insisted.  The  Senate  adhere 
o  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
epealin^  the  acts  layihg  duties  on  salt,  and  con- 
inuing  m  force*  for  a  further,  time,  the  first  sec- 
ion  of  the  act,  entitled  *Ah  act/urthe^  to  protect 
,he  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  Uuited.  States 
igainst  the  Barbary  Powers." 

Mr.  Grbgq,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
m  the  same  bill,* observed  that  the  conferees  on 
he  part  of  the  Senate  did  not  discpver  any  dis- 
position to  recede  from  their  amendments.  The 
ionferees  on  the  part  of  ihe  House  stated  the  dan- 
ger of  losing  the  Dill  if  the  copferees  did  not  relax, 
tod  proposed  to  meet  them  on  the  ground  of  com- 
promise, by  taking  off  the  duty  of  eight  cents  im- 
K>sed  on  salt.  To  this  proposition  the  conferees 
>n  the  part  of  the  Senate  declined  acceding. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  inoved  that  the  House  adhf  re 
o  their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of.  the 
Senate.  '^ 

Mr.  Smiue.— I  shall  now  be  against  this  bill, 
:hough  I  was  originally  in  favor  of  it.  •  T^e  Sen- 
kte  having  adhered  to  their  vole,  to  repeal  the 
iuty  on  mt  is  out  of  the  question.  .  The  only 
[uestion  now  is.  whether  we  shall  continue  the 
Mediterranean  tui^d  independent  of  the  other. 
Seeing  that  1  cannot  get  the  first,  I  will  not  on  that 
icconnt  lose  the  last ;  foF  I  do  believe,  under  present 
iircumstanees,  it  would  be  unwise  to  divest  our- 
elves  of  the  Mediterranean  lund. 

Mr.  Alston.— Having  done  everything  in  our 
>ower  to  reptol  the  .duty  on  salt  or  to  lessen  ity 
he  only  question  is,  whether. we  shall  continue 
he  Mediterranean  fund  until  the  next  session  or 
lot.  I  call  on  gentlemen  to  take  a  review  of  the 
lifferent  estimates  from  the  Treasury  during  the 
3resent  session,  and  to  consider  the  expenses  they 
Krarrant — I  allude  particularly  to  the  appropria-. 
ion  of  two  millions  towards  the  purchase  ot  the 
^loridas.  to  decide  whether  we  can  do  without 
he  Mediterranean  iand.  The  great  object  with 
ne  in  advocating  the  repeal  oi  the  dnty  on  salt 
ipas  to  obtain  the  Mediterranean  fund.  We  have 
lone  our  part  to  effect  this  object.  I  believe  with 
he  aid  of  that  fund,  though  the  duty  on  salt  hfid 
)een  taken  off,  our  revenue  would  have  been  suf- 
icient ;  though  even  the  greatest  econoa);y  would 
lave  been  requisite  iu  the  disbursement  of  the 
)ublic  money.  Official  documents  on  our  tables 
from  the  proper  departments  will  show  that  we 
:annot  do  without  the  Mediterean  fund ;  provided 


the  objects  for  which  we  have  made  appropria- 
tions be  earned  into  effect.  At  the  next  session, 
however,  we  shall  know  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Executive,  and  what  our  wants  will  be.  Thia 
bill  only  extends  the  continuance  of  the  fund  to 
the  next  session,  which  will  be  on  the  third  of 
March ;  and  since,  as  it  now  stands,  it  will  not 
expire  unttMhree  months  from  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  this  bill  will  q^lj  continue  it  for  a  pe- 
riod ef  SIX  or  seven  months. 

Mr;  FiNDLCT. — Though  I  represent  a  distriof 
which  suffers  more  perhaps  than  any  pther  in  the- 
United  States  from  the  duty  on  salt^  yet- 1  confeto- 
mysdf  astonished  at  the  mannner  m  which  thi» 
bill  has  been  brought  before  us.  We  have  heard 
on  a  former  occasion  much  about  a  cabinet.  I> 
this  instance  no  cabinet  has  been  consulted — but 
the  measure  has  been  smuggled  in  at  the  last  pe- 
riod of  the  session.  Are  we  sitting  here  to  em- 
barrass the  character  and  credit  of  ,the  United 
States?  I  thought  the  iHeasure  had  come  in  on 
calculation :  but,  I  fiiid  since  that  it  is  founded 
on  miscalculation  $  and  that  it  is  a  putt  of  the 
system  to  throw  the  gauntlet,  to  destroy  the  Ad- 
ininistration.  I'he  people  have  offered  us  no 
petitions  to  repeal  this  tax.  What  have  we  done? 
The  Mediterranean  fund  is  about  to  cease,  and 
it  is  now  proposed  to  give  up  the  salt  lax  for 
it.  Thb  mode  of  bargaining — this  system  of  cor- 
ruption, I  bare  always  been  averse  to.  Looted 
for  the  bill,  because  I  thought  it  came  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  but  instead  of  this.  I  find 
it  pact  of  a  system  to  embarfass  |he  Admtnistfa- 
tion.  I  will  agree  to  continue  the  Mediterraneaii 
fund,  for  I  a(n  not  at  war  with  the  Government 
or  any^part  of  it.  I  know  I  am  risking  my  popu- 
larity as  much  as  any  man ;  but  I  am  not  afraid 
of  this,  as  I  am  convinced  in  a  good  cause  I  shall 
never  suffer.  There  can  be  no  good  argument 
for  the  motion  to  adhere,  but  a  desire  to  destroy  the 
Administration. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams. — No  man  can  be  more 
earnestly  impressed  with  the  proverbial  duty  of 
paying  respect  to  age  than  myself;  but  my  reel- 
ings have  never  been  more  hurt  than  by  the  gen- 
tlen^an's  impeaching  the  motive  of  tnose  who 
have  acted  a  patriotic  part.  The  |;entleman  has 
avowed  the  idea,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  been  actuated  by  the  view  of 
embarrassing  the  Administration.  I  abhor  and 
detest  such  an  imputation.  [Here  was  a  loud  cry 
of  order  by  a  number  of  gentlemen,  and  among 
others  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Randolph.] 

Mr.  Findl£T  said  he  hopea  the  gentlemen 
would  be  permitted  to  go  on.  He  wished  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Government  to  speak 
oat.    [The  call  to  order  was  again  repeated.] 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
our  vote,  and  I  will  give  my  reasons  for  indulg- 
ing this  hope.  1  do  not  protess  to  be  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  subjects  of  finance  as  some 
other  gentlemen  on  this  floor.  But  if  the  Medi- 
terranean fund  is  to  be  continued  lor  so  short  a 
time,  it  is  obvious  that  the  revenue  to  be  gleaned 
from  it  will  be  proportionally  small.  The  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  therefore  rebut  themselves. 
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They  declare  that  they  want  a  revenue,  while 
they  acknowledge  that  the  ooDtinuance  of  this 
tax  will  produce  bat  a  small  one.  I  hope  that  we 
shall  keep  the  Mediterraoean  fund  as  a  hostage 
for  the  salt  tax.  If  between  this  and  the  next 
session  a  deficiency  shall  occur  in  our  wteys  and 
means,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  GtoTeromeikt, 
^t  will  not  be  the  irst  time,  as  I  knowit  will  not 
^be  the  last,  in  which  I  sliall  step  forward  to  vote  a 
supply  to  meet  every  honorable  demand.  If  there 
shall  be  deficit,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
there  will  be,  I  pledge  myself  as  one  of  thoae  who 
will  meet  it.  t  wish  to  adhere  to  our  vote,  that 
the  Mediterranean  fund  may  be  lost ;  for  we  have 
been  told  by  those  who,  I  presume,  are  well  ac- 
qiiaiiited  on  such  points,  that  such  a  course  will 
enforce  economy,  and  I  wish  I  could  add,  in  the 
words  of  an  honorable  friend  who  has  no  longer  a 
seat  here,  would  insure  economy..  Bui  what  has 
Ihibwn  tts  intp  this  heat?  Is  it  the^inner  we 
have  just  eaten  ?  I  hope  no  honorable  gentleman, 
who  has  heretofore  kept  the  noiseless  tei^or  of  his 
way)  because  weliave  adjourned  for  halfan  hour, 
has  permitted  his  passions  to  indulge  in  an  asper- 
ity not  shown  on  any  former  occasion*  I  did  hope 
that  whatever  contumely  or  hostility  may  have 
been  manifested  during  the  earUet  period  of  the 
session,  we  would  have  thrown  in  the  last  m<^- 
ments  of  it,  neither  the  splenetic  temper  of  age  or 
youth ;  but  that  we  should  have  parted  like  men 
not  ashamed  (if  what  we  had  done,  or  afraid  to 
meet  the  public  award. 

The  qQestioi\was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  adhering — yeas'  40,  nays  47,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bsasett,  George 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Levi  Casey,  damsel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Peter  Early,  James  BUiot, 
Caleb  EUiB,  Bbenecer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  'W. 
Bppea,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Otty,  Andrew  (hegg, 
David  Hohnes,  David  Hongh,  Joseph  iSewis,  jank>r, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
eidesn  OUon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jonah  'Qomcy, 
Jshn  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn^lvania,  Thomas 
dammons,  Samuel  Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bei^smla 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,) 
Thomas  W.  ThompsoUr  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Pekg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Is&ac  Anderson,  Joseph 
Barker,  Barnabas  ^idwell,  John  Blake,  jr.,  John  Chand- 
ler, John  Claiborne  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Ellas  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  Isaiah  X.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah'  Masters,  Wil- 
liam McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  MumfitrdyTliomas  Newton, 
jr.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of 
TeanesBee,  John  Rossell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,.  Hemy  South- 
ard, David  Thomas,.  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varaum, 
John  Whitehill,  R.  WhitehiU,  and  Nathan  WiUiama. 

Mr.  T.  M;  Ranuolph; — It  is  trus,  as  the  gen^* 
(leman  says,  I  have  not  made  jnuch  noise  this 
season,  and  it  is  as  true  that  he  has  made  more 
than  has  been  usefuK    I  believe  in  the  pitaeat 


stace  of  it  that  the  advantage  is  on  ay  side.   I 
go  home  with  a  more  contented  mind,  more  tria- 
quil  feelings,  and  I  may   add  also,  I  believe,  i 
better  heart,  for  not  having  eoga^ed  in  the  maa- 
net  he  has  done,  or  in  the  eharacter  he  kas  as- 
siimed,  in  the  scenes  exhibited  before  me  is  thU 
House.    Between  the  gentleman,  from  Vii|ifiia 
and  myself  I  acknowledge  there  is  in  point  of  tal- 
ents an  immeasurable  distance.     I  can  never  nope 
to  attain  that  infellectnal  elevmcion,  which  ke  has 
long  since  reached..  At  my  inferiority  in  thtf 
respect  I  do  not  repine.    I  am  wiiat  natoie  muk 
me,  and  I  am  perfectly  aatisfied  with  my  cooAl* 
tion.    But  although  -there  is  this  iatcUeccuaJ  dif> 
ference  between  the  'gentlemaa  and  Btfself.  xU 
the  superiority  i»aofifreat  on  his  pMt  in  thai  poiat 
I  maintain  that  in^the  point  of  tme  paoriottsm  he 
is  my  inferior*    I  do  not  hesitate  to  praaonaea 
that  myself,  and  I  do  not  fear  the  trnpalation  of 
vanity  for  so  doing.    With  respect  to  the  usclal- 
ness  of  either  to  the  pnUic,  there  is  no  saeh  dif- 
ference in  reality  between  us  as  oaay  appear  to 
exist.  .  I  insist  that  the  tenor  of  the  geatleaBcn's 
recent  conduct  has  been  saeb,*  that  with  aU  Us 
extraordinary  powers  and  the  eztraofdtoary  exo^ 
tion  of  them  he  has  made«  his  utility  lo  hia  coaa- 
try  this  session  has  not  been  superior  to  miaci 
The  difference  between  us,  in  the  effeet  piodaced 
by  either  upon  the  public  affairs,  has  heoi,  ts 
speak  the  favorite  language  of  the  gentlemea  him- 
self, the  same  with  that  between  ^^MdUm  oatr* 
and  "^mtos  tm^er"  upon  the  fielda.    To  tnaslaie 
into  the  language  of  the  ^ntleman'^  consiitaeBtSt 
my  influence  on  the  national  prosperity  thb  ses- 
sion has  been,  when  corn-pared  to  his,  what  a  d^ 
summer  is  to  a  fresh,  what  a  scanty  crap  is  to  aa 
overwhelmiag  inundation,  ecafiHindiiig,  sallying 
impairing  all  things.    The  sendeaian  made  at 
of  the  term  "  contumely."    To  this  and  other  €& 
fensive  terma,  with  an  allusion  which,  as  tome,  ii 
as  unjust  as  it  is  insulting,  I  am.aotry  to  think 
mvself  obliged  to  reply  in  other  laagvage  than 
what  I  ever  expected  to  use  towards  hina.   I  have 
long  observed  that  this  gentleman  is  apt  toiadtdge 
himself,  while  he  has  (ne  shield  of  the  dignity  of 
this  Hootfe  extended  over  him,  while  he  feeb  lie 
is  standing  in  the  centre  of  this  sacred  asyltim.  ia 
language  to  his  eooals  upon  this  floor,  which 
would  be  inadmissible  in  society ;  which  hewoaU 
not  venture  to  make  use  of  elsewhere.    Whik 
saving  this,  lam  fully  aware  of  the  coase^iieacet 
which  may  resultfrom  itay  eapreasions.    My*miad 
is  arranged  to  meet  them.    I  know  the  exiMt 
irritability  of  the  gentleman's  temper;  I  knowss 
well  the  principles  which  govern  niin  npon  oces- 
sions  of  this  kind.    I  know  the  point  to  wliieh  bt 
is  disposed  to  carry  disputes  with  sone  penoai 
I  inform  him  that  I  have  the  same  principles  aatf 
sentiments  myself  unon  such  subjects.    I  aercr 
will,  nnprovoked,  seek  a  quarrel  #ith  any  aoe; 
this  |s  entirely  unsought  and  unde^red  by  aie; 
but  I  have  always  thought,  and  always  shall  ikiok, 
that  lead  and  even  steel  make  very  prc^r  iagie- 
dients  in  serioas  quarrels,  and  I  shall  never  he  ua- 
willing,  when  honor  refuires,  to  mix  either  or 
both  in  such  as  «e  faroed*iipon  me. 
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I  have  been  hitherto  a  great  admirer  not  only 
of  the  tatents  but  of  the  otuity  of  the  gentleiban  in 
his  pablie  sphere.  I  am  so  no  longer ;  the  former 
are  perverted,  the  latter  has  ceased.  Tbisj^entle- 
man  has  been  from  his  first  entrance  into  the  public. 
councHs  a  kind  of  industrious,  skilful,  steady,  and 
usefal  kitchen  gardener  in  polities.  His  labor  was 
constantly  emmoyed  for  the  benefit  of  his  conntrr ; 
it  produced  abundance  of  rich  fruits  and  whole- 
some nulrtment  for  tts^onor,  its  sustenance,  and 
rrowth.  He  was  beloted  and  cherished  by  it. 
suddenly,  last  year  he  grew  fond  of  the  business  of 
he  florist,  and  took  a  distaste  to  the  spade  and 
nanure  by  which  he  had  come  tosuchezfraordlna- 
j  thrift.  He  became  tackled  wiih  the  splendors 
nthat  new  calliog,a|id  not  only  reaolyed  tp  change 
lis  trade,  and  set'  up  in  it,  but  oonceiired  a  strong 
ton  tempt  and  arersioii  to  such  as  followed  the  old. 
behold,  in  one  short  season  he  has  reached  the 
"erge  of  baokniptcy !  For'  mTself,  I  pronounce 
iim  bankrupt  forever  as  a  popular  stalesmaa. 

The  tenor  of  my  course  has  been.  I  confess,  lit- 
le  noisy.    I  have  been  encourageu  in«i^king  it 

0  by  the  improper  length  to  which  the  gentleman 
imself  has  gone  to  the  othef  extreme.  If  I  were 
>  say  it  was  the  unlucky  example  he  has  given 
le,  which  alone  induced  me  to  rolbw.a  contrary 
ourse,  I  should  hot  speak  the  trulh.  My  diffidence, 
bd,  no  doubt,  incapacity  for  such  exertions,  haVe 
een  the  main  reasons ;  and  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
snfess  it,  for  Tbave  no  hope  to  make  myself  abler 
lan  nature  intended  I  should  be,  and-  no  shame' 
)  appear  as  I  am.  I  acknowledge  that  the  gen* 
eman's  example  and  the  situation  to  which  he 
IS  brought  himself,  influenced  my  conduct,  by  re- 
ressin^  my  desire  to  be  active  in  the  House.  When 
saw  bim,  like  a  ship  at  9ea^  without  compass  or< 
(dder,  tossed  on  the  surtfes.of  his  passions,  driven  at 
ndom  by  furious  Quails  which  continually  arose 
om  unexpected  quarters  of  the  boundless  horizon 

'  his  fancy ;  when  I  saw  the  weather-beaten  ap- 
(arance  his  public  character  began'  to  wear — 
s  political  honors,  which  I  had  been  accustomed 
look  on  with  clannish  feelings  of  delight,  bleach- 

1  and  fluttering  like  tattered  canvass  in  the  winds ; 
'oye  all.  when  I  heard  it  whispered  that  he  had. 
come  leaky,  I  confess  my  want  of  boldness  was 
creased.  I  feared  to  trust  tny  Httle  bark  to  the 
de  sea  of  debate,  with  the  tenipest  he  had  raised 

it.  I  made  a  determination  'that  I  would,  to 
iploy  an  apt  term  in  use  among  seamen,  hug  the 
id,  and  hold  a  safe  though  inglorious  course. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  recede  from  their  dis- 
reement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate — 
OS  45j  noes  36. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Randolph,  a  short  time  after  this, 
ie  and  made  the  folio  wing  remarks: 

MLr.  Speaker^A  little  while  since  I  made  use  of 
ne  very  severe  and  harsh  language  towards  a 
acleman  of  this  House,  such  as  I  acknowledge 
ogether  improper  to  be  used  in  it.  I  did  BO,be- 
ise  I  believed  that  certain  expressions  of  a  clis- 
peetfnl  nature  which  dropped  from  him  were 
ected  to  me.  It  struck  me  that  they  were,  if 
t  intended  to  iosuic,  at  leaac  an  nnpardonabie 


freedom  with  me.  By  a  rapid  movement  of  my 
miod,  I  came  to  a  resolution  not  to  go  home 
with  such  a  load  on  my  feeliogs  as  was  imposed 
by  the  recollection  that  the  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived was  In  the  face  of  a  ooropany  of  a  hundred 
men,  who  were  to  disperse  to-morrow,  and  spread 
my  disjirrace  throogh  all  quarters  .of  the  Union. 
I  took  uie  resolution  to  run  all  ri^k ;  to  brave  any 
danger  which  I  might  possibly  incur,  and  by  a  se- 
vere retaliation  to  shake  off  the  load  which  oppress- 
ed my.  spirits.  I  made  use  of  the  language  you 
heard,  and  I  addressed  it  particularly  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  I  conscientiously  believed  had  injured 
me.  Since  that  I  have  been  told  by  six  or  seven 
different  gentlemen,  that  I  was  mistaken ;  ^that  the 
words  were  not  directed  to'me;  that  they  were 
meant  for  another.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
one  who  would  agree  with  me  that  I  was  the  ob- 
ject of  them.  I  have  even  bad  the  mortification 
to  be  a^ked  if  it  was  not  a  studied  attack  on  my 
part  on  the  gentleman,  for  the  course  he  has  taken 
this  session.'  I  disclaim  such  an  intention.  What- 
ever may  have  been  my  secret  thoughts,  I  had  no 
^ish  to. utter  them  here.  I  could  not  have  done 
so  with,  honor,  unprovoked,  for  private  reasons. 
I  have  never  i  manned  sucn  a  design,  nor  could 
I  to  answer  that  end  have  used  such  language  as 
part  of  what  1  uttered.  I  am  conscious  of  the  dis- 
respect I  have  phown  the  House,  and  it  appears 
that  it  is  not,  as  I  supposed,  jiutified  by  the  neces- 
sity  of  the  case.  My  mistake  was  honest  and  nat- 
ural— ^I  regret  it,  and  the  expressions  I  used  in 

consequence  of.  it. 

.•    .  »       * 

HAMET  CARAMALLI. 

The  House  respired  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled '*An  act  .for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet 
Caramalli.'^  Thel»ill  wasreported  without  amend- 
ment, tesid  the  third  time,  and  plissed — yea^  71, 
nays  6,  as  follows: 

Tbas; — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jmi.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  BtirweU  Bastett,  Geoi^  M. 
Bedin^er,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  J<An  Claiborne,  Joto 
Oloptoii,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield^  Sam- 
«el  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jc.^  John  Dawson,  Peter 
.JBarly,  Caleb  SUis,  Ebeneser  Ehner,  William  Ely,  John 
W.  Eppes,  WiUiani  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  David 
BSlmes,  David  Hoagh,  John  Q.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones» 
John  Xambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  JR.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moorsy  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gar- 
don  S.  Mumford,  Jereaiiah  Nekon,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samael  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri,  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  Wifiiams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Na78 — Ezra  Darby,  Josiah  Masters,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Smi^i^  sad 
David  R. 
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COMPENSATION  OF  DOORKEEPER,  ^bc 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  tb<  foilowins^  resolations, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Accoaots  be 
authorized  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  T. 
Ciaxton,  jr.,  for  his  servjces  rendered  this  House 
during  th^  present  session,  and  allow  such  sum  as 
they  may  deem  due  him,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House:  provided  the  same  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  allow  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
this  House,  for  the  services  and  attendance  of  a 
laborer  to  attend  the  Clerk's  office  and  Library  of 
Congress,  not  exceeding  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month  for  the  said  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Hous^  be  au- 
thorized to  continue  the  eontrttcts  for  the  supply 
of  stationery  and  printing  for  the  present  session, 
for  the  like  supply  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
if  the  i)resent  contractors  shall  agree  thereto;  or 
otherwise,  that  he  advertise  for  the  same  in  man- 
ner directed  by  the  resolution  of  twenty-eighth 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hrundred  and  five. 
And  that  he  be  moreover  directed  to  adyertise  and 
contract  with  (he  lowest  bidder  for  the  supply  of 
fuel  for  the  next  session. 

AP?OiNTM:ENT  OF  COMMITTEES, 

Mr.  Sloan. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  offer  two 
resolutions  which,  if  adopted,  will  remove  some 
existing  difficulties,  and  greatly  expedite  business. 

Introductory  to  offering  these  resolutions,  I  ask 
the  indulgence  and  attention  of  this  House  to  a 
brief  recital  of  some  focts,  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  adopting  them.  ^  If,  in  statmg  these  factff.  any 
member,  or  other  person,  should  conceive  tkat  I 
speak  too  plain  a  language,  or  discpver  too  much 
warmth,  1  beg  them  to  consider  the  magnitude 
of  the8ubject-—that  it  is  toeounteract  a  deadly  blow 
aimed  at  the  vitals  of  our  Government,  under  which 
we  have  enjoyed  near  thirty  years  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, and  prospered  in  a  manner  unparalleled 
m  history ;  and  that  upon  a  just  and  true  state- 
ment of  facts  being  laid  before  this  House,  and 
the  public,  and  passing;  a  just  sentence  thereupon, 
depends  the  Continuation  of  that  happiness,  peace, 
and  prosperity,  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  I  also 
ask  the  attention  of  the  citizens  in  the  galleries, 
in  which  I  include  both  the  Yazoo  speculators, 
and  other  dishonest  citizens  (if  any  there  be)  in 
the  green  gallery,  and  the  honest  citizens  in  the 
upper  or  white  gallery — in  doing  which  I  thus 
publicly  declare,  -  that  I  disclaim.  I  detect,  and  I 
abhor  all  such  invidious  distinctions  as  were  lately 
applied,  by  a  iperpber  from  Virginia,  to  the  citi- 
zens in  the  gaiUeries ;  and  which  he  has  so  fre- 
quently applied  to  members,  within  these  walls, 
during  the  present  session,  as  evidently  tending  to 
destroy  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  citizens  of 
these  united  States. 

Shall  mortal  man,  shall  inexperienced  youth, 
urged  on  by  a  vindictive  spirit,  and  the  most  im- 
petuous and  ungovernable  passipns  that  ever 
were  permitted  to  rage  to  such  a  height,  in  any 
Legislative  body,  composed  of  freemen,  standing 


on  an  even  floor,  in  any  civilized  eoaotry — invade 
the  jud^ent  seat  of  the  Most  High,  and  onder- 
take  to  judge  the  secrete  of  the  hearts^  <^  not  calf 
th«  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislatore 
of  the  United  States,  but  also  of  the  citizens  in  the 
galleries  ?  Shall  any  member  of  this  Hoase  be 
permitted  to  declare  that  Yazoo  princi|dcs|orers- 
ed  the  hiffh  court  of  impeachment,  in  thai  deci- 
aion  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase;  and  also  tke  de- 
cisions of  this  House  during  the  present  sesaoa  1 
Shall  that  member's  multifarioas  deelamatioai, 
and  groundless  accusations,  against  the  first  cS- 
cers  of  the  United  %iates^  and  a  large  majority  of 
their  representatives,  (after  being  so  molilaied  ti 
scarcely  to  resemble  the  original,)  go  forth  withom 
any  investigation  :0r  contradiction,  to  deceive  the 
innocent,  and  unsuspecting, — ^to  hold  op  that  mem- 
ber as  the  invincible  champion  of  liberty, and  that 
his  opposition  to  (he  present  Administration  flows 
from  the  same  pureSnotives  that  hb  opipontioii 
to  the  fdrmer  Administration  did?  They  shall 
not. 

I  conceive  It  tp  be  the  duty  of  the  rcpresentatire 
of  the  people,  to  give  them  a  jast  and  impartial 
account  ot  the  conduct  of  their  public  servants,  it 
their  Executive  and  Legislative  capacities;  tinder 
this  impression,  I  am  perfectly  in  unison  with  that 
member,  in  his  anxious  desire  for  publicity,  so  ^ 
as  it  can  be  done  without  invading  the  rights  of 
the  Executive^^or  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
Uture,  and  soTar  as  it  can  be  done  withoot  com- 
mitting the  interest,  safety,  and  peace,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

He  shall  be  gratified — he  shall  have  publicity^ 
his  portrait  shall  he  drawn  to  the  life,  mccompa- 
nied  with  explanatory  labels,  and  sent  to  every 
part  of  the  Union,  that  the  people  may  not  onlf 
snow  the  substance  of  his  declaaiatory  aceosi* 
tions,  but  be  presented  with  a  view  of  his  atti- 
tude, and  that  unparalleled  arrogance  with  whiek 
they  were  imposed  upon  the  members  of  this 
House,  hv  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  judge 
whether  ne  has  been;  and  still  remains,  the  cham* 
pion  of  liberty  and  nonesty ;  or,  whether  he  is  a 
disappointed  vindictive  declaimer  and  nnjost  ac- 
cuser of  ojur. Executive  and  members  of  dongres 
who  believe  it  their  duty  to  support  them  I 

We  are  told  in  a  good  old  book,  ( which  that 
member  frequentljr  quotes,  but  how  far  his  hk 
and  conversation  is  consonant  with  its  ezcellcBS 
precepts^  I  leave  for  others  to  determine,)  that  tke 
tree  is  known  by  its  fruiL  I  trust  I  shall  not  be 
contradicted  when  I  say  that  this  criterion  is  i^e 
best  that  ever  has  or  ever  can  be  given  wherpbj 
finite  beings  can  ju^ge  with  propriety  the  coodact 
of  their  fellow  mortals.  A  sample  of  bis  fnii^ 
shall  be  handed  to  the  public,  that  the^  may  see 
and  taste,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  judge  ^ 
themselves  whether  they  are  good  and  whole- 
some—-yea  or  nay. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  are  alarmed,  thfy  are 
astonished,  to  hear  that  a  member  of  Coagress, 
who,  in  1803,  was  not  barely  a  supporter  (S*  tbe 
present  Administration,  btit  one  of  its  warmest 
advocates,  in  the  year  1806  declare  in  the  House 
of  Representativesi  that  the  conduct  of  that  saae 
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AdministntioD  evinces  either  ffross  igDoranee  or' 
evil  desiffD,  and  that  a  prineipaT  part  of  the  ingre- 
iients  of  which  his  multiform  harangues  are 
composed  are  a  compound  of  insinuations,  inuen- 
ioes,  and  positive  invectives^ against  some  mem- 
i)ers  of  the  Executive  and  their  supporters.  Hence, 
I  most  important  question  arises :  Are  those  h^h 
>fficers  (alluding  to  the  President  and  Secretary 
)f  State)  in  our  Executive  department  cbanffed  ; 
)r,  is  the  member  from  VireiQia  ?  It  is*  of  the 
lighest  importance  to  these  United  States  that 
his  question  should  be  iustljr  and  speedily  de- 
tided  ;  for  that  purpose,  let  me  ask  what  proof 
las  he  brought  to  substantiate  his  charges  against 
he  Administration?.  He  has  be^n  called  upon  in 
his  House  to  bring  forward  an.  impeachment; 
his  he  has  declar^  he  will  not  do;  but  still 
continues  his  declamatory  accusations,  jmd  pro- 
luces  no  kind  of  testimony  to  support  his  qharges ; 
le  stands  alone  a  public  accuser  and  witness., 
^ill  the  people  df  the  United  States,  the  tribunal 
;o  whom  he  appesilsy  pass  sentence  of  condemna- 
ion  upon  the.  two  first  officers  of  the  Qbvern- 
nent,  and  upon  a  great  majority  of  their  repre- 
entatives,  vho,  having  the  same  opportunity  of 
mowing  the  conduct  of  those  officers,  and  from 
I  conviction  that  they  have  faithfully  dischai^d 
heir  duty,  still  continiu  their  full  confidence ai|d 
lUpport  ?  I  trust  they  will  not. 

Mr.  Speaker  as  the  people  of  the  United  States 
8  the  tribunal  tO  whom  the  meo^ber  from  Vir- 
ginia has  appealed,  and  to  whom  he  has  pres^n^ 
lis  multiform  harangues  and  declamatory  accu- 
ationsy  (I  will  not  call  them  speeches ;  I  think 
hem  as  unworthy  of  that  title  as  he  can  possibly 
hink  his  fellow  Kepresentative  of  the  same  Slate 
>f  beiag  styled  his  colleague ;)  I  conceive  it  ue- 
lessary  through  the  same  medium  (that  is  to  say 
ly  a  member  of  Congress- in  the  House  of.  Rep- 
esentative&),  to  present  at.  least  a  brief  statement 
if  the  defence  .of  the  accused  and  the  conduct  of 
he  accuser.'^  In  doing  this,  I  shall  not  pursue  his 
course  by  invading  the  judgmei|t  seat  of  Him 
vho  only  knoweth  the  secret  imaginations  of  all 
learts,  and  boldly  assert  what  were  his  motives ; 
mt  as  he  has  adduced  no  proof  but  his  own  as^ 
ert ions,  common  jreport,  and  hearsay  testimony 
rom  those  few  that  ne  yet  styles  his  very  worthy 
riends,  I  trust  I  am  correct  in  adducing  the  same^ 
und,  to  enable  the  public  to  jud^e  for  themselves 
vhat  are  his  motives,  which  1  will  now  proceed  to 
\o,  with  the  addition  of  some  incontrovertiole 
acts,  which  I  am  persuaded  ^ill  carry  conviction, 
o  every  impartial  mind. 

Report  says  that  the  member  from  Virginia  con- 
em  plated  a  'voyage  to  the  south  of  France,  or 
Sngland,  for  his  health.  Did  he  wish  to.  have 
leeo  appointed  Minister ao  otie  of  those  Courts^ 
hat  he  might  have  had  a  chance  of  increasing 
lis  property  as  welt  as  his  health  ?  or,  is  he  so 
mamored  with  the  spark  that  has  emanated  from 
;he  British  Court,  and  now  glitters  in  this  city, 
that  he  is  anxious  to  behold  with  what  effulgence 
the  source  from  which  it  proceeded  slows?  Is  it 
from  this  source  that  he  has  received  information 
that  Great  Britain  stands  now  precisely  in  the 


same  situation  that  republican  France  did  in  179S^ 
that  she  is  fighting  the  battles  of  liberty,  that  her 
fleets  are  our  only  protection  from  Gallic  tyi^anny, 
and  that  she  has  a  ship  of  war  for  every  square 
league  of  the  ocean ;  but  that,  if  we  offend  her 
Minister,  he  will  not  barely  withdraw  his  former 
most  gracious  protection,  but  wreak  his  vengeance 
upon'  us  by. capturing  all  our  vess^els.  burning  all 
our  seap6rt  towns,  and  ..driving  ys  from  the  sea- 
coasts  over  the  mountains?  Is  it  from  that  source 
that  he  has  received  information  that  the  conduct 
of  Our  Executive  evinces  either  gross  ignorance, 
or  evil  design,  which  has  induced  him  to  with- 
draw his  conndence  from  them  forever,  and  that 
he  is  theonly  true  patriot,  the  only  honest,  inflexi- 
ble member  of  Congress  that  remains  uncontami- 
nated?  or.  to  use  his  own  metaphorj  that  is  not 
yet  melted  down  by  the  powertul  sunbeams  of 
Executive  fators  ? 

While  contemplating  the  invincible  power  of 
the  British  tiavy,  has  he  also  been  euamored  with 
the  insolent  tyranny  of  the  commanders  of  her 
armed  vessels,  and  has  that  induced  him  to  pour 
forth  torrents  of  abuse  upon  those  members  of 
Congress,  who  will  not,  in  all  cases^  agree  to  see 
with  his  eyes,  to  hear  with  his  ears,  and  to  under- 
stand with  his  heart  ? 

Hashe^been  so  enamored  with  the  conduotof  the 
once  patriotic  statesman,  but  afterward  apostate 
Burke,  as  to  induce  him  to  make  a  puerile  attempt 
to  exhibit,  on  the  floor  of  this  House^  his  impresn- 
ive-and  energetic  mode  of  delivery,  by  exerting 
his  weak  nerves  and  feeble  arma,  to  cattse  the 
pens,  the  papers,  the  books,  and  the  hats,  to  fly  in 
everv  direction,  insomuch  that,  if  (hey  had  been 
musket  balls  instead  of  those  light  materials,  the 
American  patriot  would  soon  have  been  left  \o 
exhibit  the  remainder  of  his  superlative  eloquence 
within  empty  walls  ? 

Upon  this  subject  an  rail-important  question 
arises,  in  which  the  interest,  the  peace,  and  the 
happiness  of  these , United  States  are  deeply  in- 
volved. •  Can  you.  my  brethren,  members  pf  this 
House,  who  have  heen  witnesses  of  those  scenes, 
represipnt  to  your  constituents  the  actor  as  an  in- 
flexible.patriot,  of  a  sound  mind,  influenced  by 
pure  motives,  and  vie.ws,  solely  directed  to  the pro- 

Sotion  of  the  interest,  peace,  and, happiness  oitbe 
nion ;  or,  as  a  petted^  vindictive  school-boy,  in 
the  absence  of  his  roaster ;  or  as  a  ipaniac  in  his 
straight-jacket,  accidentally  broke  out  of  his  cell  ? 
Can  you,  after  being  charged  by  that  member 
with  refusing  to  take  a.  question  on  Saturday,  in 
order  that  you  might  serve  the  Lord  on  Sunday, 
by  holding  a  caucus,  and  thereby  be  corrupted — 
nay,  further,  that  you  have  been  swindled  out  of 
your  opinion  in  half  an  hour  bv  a  few  individu- 
als round  the  fires,  and  after  his  charging  you  with 
having  your  eyes  fixed  on  the  half-way  house,  be- 
tween the  Capitol  and  Georgetown,  and  your 
views  directed  toward  our  next  Presidential  elec* 
tion,  instead  of  the  great  business  of  the  nation; 
and  that  you  would  attend  to  nothiog  but  writing' 
circulafrs and  newspaper  accounts;  that  is  to  say^ 
you  were  not  disposed  to  hx  your  whole  attention 
upon  him— to  implicitly  obey  his  mandates,  or 
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tacitly  acknowledge  him  as  sole  dictator — can  you, 
I  say,  subscribe  to  the  troth  of  those  assertions  ? 
Are  you  prepared  to  acknowledge  that  yonth 
the  political  saviour  of  his  country,  and  to 
sanction  his  language  and  behaviour  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  when  you  heard  him  ex- 
claim on  this  wise :  Away  with  him,  away  with 
him,  clap  on  the  crown  of  thorns,  (clapping  his 
hand  on  the  top  of  his  head,)  crucify  him,crucifv 
him,  (whirling  his  feeble  arna  round  his  head,) 
therebv  placing  yoarselvea  in  a  similar  sitnation 
to  the  hard-hearted  Jews  ? 

Are  you  prepared  to  permit  that  member  to  in- 
vade the  Speaxer's  chair ;  to  behold  him  shutting 
his  fist,  and  pointing  directly  to  another 'member, 
in  an  imperious  tone  of  voice,  not  only  order  him 
to  sit  down,  but  to  go  down  the  back  stain — de^ 
daring  that  was  the  place  for  him  ?  Abd,  finally, 
have  you  heard  him,  with  approbatidn,  charge  an 
aged  member  of  this  House.  (Mr.  Findlbt,)  with 
mumbline  out  his  words  in  such  manner  that 
none  could  understand  him;  and  call  him  an  old 
toothless  driveller,  superannuated,  and  in  his  sec-^ 
ond  dotage ;  more  especially  when  you  Recollect 
that,  but  a<  short  time  pa«t,  he  styled  that  member 
his  venerable  friend,  his  political  father,  and  ac- 
knowledged it  an  honor  to  act  with  him  ? 

I  trust  you  aire  not ;  you  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
see  order  and  decorum  trampled  on  by  an  indi- 
Tidual ;  nor  common  decency,  and  that  respect 
for  age,  so  strongly  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  Q6d. 
and  man,  and  even  by  the  savages  <^  the  wilder- 
Bess,  bihished  from  these  walls,  I  doubt  not'vour 
beholding  the  ibregoinje:  scenes,  as  I  have  ao&e, 
with  detestation  and  abhorrence,  and  will  repre- 
sent, them  in  that  point  of  view,  to  your  constitu^ 
cuts,  when  you  return  home ! 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  thai  member's  patriotic  and  paternal 
care  over  his  horn-book  scholars,  which,  immedi- 
ateljr  on  hearing  that  the  House  had  taken  up  the 
British  business,  raised  him  from  a  sick  bed,  wing^ 
ed  his^speed  to  the  Capitol,  and  overcame  the 
weakness  of  his  feeble  frame  in  so-  admirable  a 
manner  as  to  enable  him  to  occupy  the  floor  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  two  first  days'  debate,  dis^ 
playing  a  degree  of  zeal  unparalleled  by  any  other 
American  patriot,  to  guard  our  weak  minds  from 
being  deceived  by  the  tools  of  that  Administration, 
which  hfs  penetratin|:  genius  alone  had  discov- 
ered, was  governed  either  by  gross  ignorance  or 
evil  design.  To  do  this  would  be  to  write  a  volume. 
The  foregoing  brief  recital  of  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  that  member's  general  con- 
doct  during  the  present  session,  wilK  I  conceive, 
be  sufficient  to  enable  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  decide,  with  propriety,  the  all-important 
question,  is  the  fizecutive  or  the  member  from 
Virginia  changed  ?  Are  his  charges  against  the 
Eteeutive  founded  in  ftict,  or  is  he  a  disappointed 
decUiqi6T,  and  his  accusations  unfounded  ? 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state  tbie  facts  which  I 
premised,  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  will  be  presented  with  indubitable  proof, 
that,  in  two  very  important  eases,  he  has  been  the 
principal  if  not  the  sole  ^ause  of  greatly  embar> 


rassiag  the  Executive,  wherebr  eonaiderafaie  loa 
has  b^n  sustained,  and  probably  much  more  m^ 
be,  and  the  inferior  officers  aad  ibeir  clerks  mat^ 
rialljr  injured  by  being  unjust! t  kept  out  of  tbcii 
salaries  for  a  considerable  time  after  thej  bfcame 
due. 

Ist?  It  appears  by  the  seeret  Jaarnal,  hbAw  psb- 
iished,  that  a  Message  of  the  Preaideac  of  the  6th 
of  December  last,  was  commitfed  Co  a  coanittee 
of  seven,  of  whom  the  neziiber  from  Viifuua 
was  chairman ;  that,  notwithstandtDg^  the  crkieal 
situation  of  the  beliigeroDt  Power*  of  Earopc^ 
which  rendered  it  essentially  aecessary  that  Ca^ 
grress  should  act  immediately  apen  the  importut 
anbjeets  contaiaed  in  the  Meaasge,  wJMi  did  not 
admit  of  a  raonoent's  delay ;  yet,  notwitkuandia^ 
the  urgency  of  the  occasion  end  magnitude  i 
the  object,  jxo  report  w«s  made  by  thai  eonmittee 
until  the  third  at  January,  a  spece«f  lour  weeks. 
For  the  traih  of  this  assertion,  I  appeal  to  the 
members  of  this  Houie ;  and  riso  for  the  gietf 
delay  and  ^mhamssment, •«  biU  predicated  oa  the 
aforesaid  Message  met  with  io  its  pesaa^  priaci- 
pally  from-the  eoainnaii  ef  tbaC  ooaiaiuee,  vKo^ 
I  am  fnllv  persuaded,  occupied  the  floor  at  least 
nine-tentns  of  the  whole  time  of  the  debate  oa 
said  bill ;  by  which  meatta  its  passage  was  delayed 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  uotil  the  16th  sf 
January  ;  wherea?,  on  the  lUh  of  February,  ISGS^ 
a,  repoK  of  a  committee  for  appropriatiag  two 
million  of  dollars  for  a  ^milar  purpose  wasmadci 
and  a  bill  predicated*  thereon  passed  the  Soor  of 
Representatives  on  the  l^h  of  the  same  aonth; 
that  menber  was  then  a  zealous  advocate  ef  the 
measure.    It  nefds  no  comment. 

2d.  The  seeodd  case  I  shalleddlise^  is  hisdclaf 
in  bringing' forward  the  approprtMioa  WUs  fsr 
the  support  of  QoverMuent,  Army,  SHsd  Navy,  sf 
the  United  States ;  the  appropriatios  for  the  Wat 
Department,  passed  in  1804,  on  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary ;  and,  in  1805^  on  the  14th,  end  forthe i^ry 
in  1804.  oa  the  dlst  of  January ;  and,  in  1805,  on 
the  25tii  6f  the  same  month }  1806,  twomoatb^ 
or  more,  later. 

Notwithstanding  which,  that  member  has  »• 
serted  on  this  floor  that  it  is  too  late  for  the  biU 
appropriatiagtWo  millions  of  dollars  for  the  pai^ 
chase  of  the  Flbridas  to  have  the  desired  efmt ; 
that  the  batt-le  of  AusCerlitz  will  prevent  a  &rof* 
able  issue  of  our  ne^tiatton  wttn  Spaiu  ;  or,  ts 
use  his  own  langua^,  with  France;  aed  basahs 
charged  the  fiiecuttve  with  being  ueablc  to  sesd 
off  the  sloop  Horaet  with  despatches,  for  want  sf 
ihoney ;  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  diseoait 
notes  at  a  very  great  loss ;  that,  in  so  doing,  ihef 
have  acted  worse  than  the  former  Administratioa, 
who  resorted  to  eiffht  per  c^t.  loans.     Heie,  let 
me  ask,  if  ever,  before  this  session,  there  was  soeli 
an  insult  offered  to  the  House  of  Repraseotatires, 
and  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  Stales^  » 
for  an  individual  member,  whose  businea  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wave  and  Mans, 
it  was,  to  brinff  forward  and  attene  to  filiiag  up 
the  blanks  in  all  appropriatioii  balls— «Aer  having 
neglected  or  refused  to  do  his  duty  in  the  pn^ 
and  usual    time— rise  from  bis  seat,  near  two 
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months  after,  and,  with  a  ctfntenfptud^js  smile,  in* 
form  the  House  that  All-fools'  day  was  at  hand, 
nrhen,  if  we  did  not  pass  the  bill  for  the  support 
}f  Govemfneut^  we  should  look  like  fools  it^deed  ? 
Thus  adding  msult  to  injury,  by  charging  his 
)wn  mal-conduct  to  the  account  of  injured  inno- 


lence. 


3d.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  third  and  last 
charge  whicbf  I  shall  at  this  time  adduce^*  which 
las  been  exhibited  by  tbfit  member  agamst  our 
Sxecutive  for  applyinfi^  to  draw  mouej  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  Flondas,  previ- 
»us  to  an  appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  pur- 
pose; whicK  is  reifutted  by  that  veiPy  respectable  of- 
icer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whose 
estimony  that  member,  after  publicly  declaring 
bat  he  was  inferior  to  none — notwithstanding 
vhich  he  had  been  scouted  from  the  Cabinet — is 
K)UDd  to  give  full  faith  and  credit.  It  is  in  a  let- 
er  addressed  to  the  honorable  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Rebresentativies,  bearing  date  April  15, 
.806,  in  the Jfollo wing  words: 

*'  Sib  :  In  anfw«r  to  the  refueat  ^ntoined  in  the 
esoluUan  of  jthe  Upaie  of  Hepreseatathrei,  of  the  8th 
Qstant,  I  have  the  honor  reepectfuUy  to  state,  that  no 
pplication  has  been  made  to  draw  money  iiconi  tho 
Preasuiy,  for  the  parehase  of  the  Floridas,  before  an 
ppropriation  made  by  law  for  that  purpose."   .<  * 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  contradioted, 
rhen  I  assert,  that  it  is  a  sound  principle,  both  in 
»w  and  ecjuity,  that  proving  one  part  of  the  te&- 
imony  of  a  witness  false j -greatly  inyaiidatea,  if 
lot  wholly  destroys  all  credibility  of  the  other 
arts.  This,  to  use  thai  member's  iarorite  pfa<ra«e- 
lo^y,  ^^  being  indisputably  don«;"  the  other  inain- 
atioDs,  inaendoes.  and  direct  charges  of  malcon- 
Hct  agpainst  the  Bixecutire,  and  a  majority  of  the 
lembers  of  Congress,  consequently  fall»  into  that 
on  tempt  which  ail  groundless  accusation^  againat 
lie  innocent  jnatly  merit. 

I  shall  at  tbta  time  present' to  view  but  one 
lore  of  (hose  extraordinary  prodoctiooa  whieh 
are  so  frequently  and  so  greatly  retarded  the 
ecessary  business  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
ives  during  the  present  session. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  one  of  the  rhap- 
Ddies  of  the  member  from  Virginia,  after  inform- 
)g  the  House  that  he  had  read  a  pamphlet,  called 
Vvar  in  Disguise,"  supposed  to  be  written  by  some 
f  the  Britisn  Ministry,  or  their  hirelings,  m  sup* 
ort  of  their  unjust  and  tyrannical  conduct  to 
^ards  neutral  nations,  he  took  up  a  pamphlet, 
allied  "An  Exftminaticm  of  the  British  Doctrinej 
rhicb  subjects  to  capture  a  Neutral  Trade,  not 
pen  in  time  of  Peace,''  and  with  as  much  ap- 
arent  violence  as  he  could  possibly  have  exerted 
»  prevent  an  assassin  from  taking  his  life,  threw 
lose  hated  pages  noon  the  floor  of  the  House,  to 
e  trodden  under  foot  by  men,  declaring,  that  of 
lis  pamphlet,  which  contains  204  pages,  his  ab- 
orrence  of  its  contents  permitted  him  to  read  but 
1.  This  needs  no  further  Comment  than  barely 
)  observe,  that  the  pamphlet  which  he  had  pe- 
Qsed,  and  of  which  he  expressed  his  approbtition. 
ras  written  to  support  injustice  and  tyranny  i  ana 


the  other,  which  so  highly  excited  hisindtgnationi 
to  show  the  baseness  of  such  doctrines,  and  to 
support  Justice,  eq>}al  liberty,  and  the  inherent 
rights  of  man;  which  will  cause  the  author  of 
that  pamphlet,  and  his  supporters,  to  shine  aa 
stefs  of  the  first  magnitude,  when  the  admirers 
and  supporters  of  British  Ministers  and  their  hire* 
lings  snail  be  consigned  to  eternal  contempt ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  amr  bearing  so  many  insinua- 
tions, inuendoes,  and  direct  accusations,  thrown 
out  agaitaet  our  Executive,  and  a  majortty  of  the 
n^embers  of  Congress,  which,  .rf  believed,  must 
alienate  the  affections  and  finally  .destroy  the  eon- 
fidence  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I  con-' 
ceive  it  a  duty*  enjoined  on  me  by  my  present 
station  to  lay  before  this  Hbuse  the  foregoing 
brief  statement  of  faets^  in  order  that  they  may  be 
'  published  for  the  perusal  of  the  public^  and  to  op- 
pos^  my  opinion  to  that  of  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia.   My  opinion  most  decidedly  and  unequivo- 
cally is,  that  all  the  declamations  and  accusations 
we  have  heard  from  him  against  any  branch  of 
our  Bxecutive,  so  far  as  h  ^oes  to  impeach  their 
knowledge,  prudence,  or   integrity,  is  entlrelf 
groufidless  and  contrariwise ;  that,  as  far  as  has 
come  to  my  knowledge,  our  Bxecutive  in  all  its 
departments  has  discharged  its  duties  in  such 
manner  aa  fo  merit  the  approbation  and  entire 
confidence  of  th^  people  of  these  United  States. 
To  their  g^d  sense  and  impartial  judffipent  I  leave 
to  determine  whether  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  a  majority  of  the  Rouse  of  Representa- 
tives, has  fixed  on  them  a  stain  of  so  deep  a  die 
that  all  the  waters  of  the  Potomac  can  never 
wash  it  off;  or  wbet^r  the  groundless  accusation 
of  that  member  hM  not  indelibly  stamped  him.  not 
barely  With  a  stain,  bota  deep  sable  hue,  whicn  all 
the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  that  great  parent  of 
floods,  even  if  connected  with  the  most  powerful 
fuller's  soap,  can  ever  cleanse  or  change  to  its  na- 
tive color ;  and,  fioelly.  whether  a  me^iber  of 
Congress  who  has,  t6  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
fixed  in  battle  array  the  citizens  of  the  South 
against  those  of  the  North,  and  the  West  against 
the  East,  or  those  members  who  uniformly  en- 
deavored to  nromote  love  and  harmony  auaong 
aU  classes  of^  citizens,  as  children  of  one  family, 
are  the  real  friends  of  the  interest,  liberty,  peace, 
and  happiness  of  these  United  States. 

I  shall  conclude  with  offerioff,  if  seconded,  two 
resolutions,  which  I  do  with  a  desire  to  have  them 
placed  on  the  Jouriiai,  intending  to  call  them  up 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  I  offer  these . 
resolutions  for  the  purpose  hereafter  of  keeping 
the  business  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
within  its  own  power,  and  to  prevent  in  future 
the  most  important  business  of  the  nation  from 
being  retarded  by  a  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other  committee, 
from  goiuff  to  Baltimore  or  elsewhere,  without 
leave  of  absence,  and  stayin|[  six  days  or  more, 
either  for  his  pleasure  or  nis  interest;  to  prevent 
the  members  of  this  House  from  being  hereafter 
insulted  by  chairmen,  or  other  members  of  the 
committees,  for  calling  business  out  of  their  bands, 
after  having  kept  it  either  from  negligence  or 
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knium, 


evil  design  more  week?  than  they  ought  to  have 
dune  days.  To  prevent  in  future  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means-from  keep- 
ing for  months  the  estimates  for  the  appropriations 
necessary  for  the  ensuing  year  in  his  pocket,  or 
locked  up  in  his  desk,  whereby  the  different  ap- 

eropriation  bills  may  be  kept  back  (as  they  have 
een  this  session)  to  the  great  injury  of  the  na- 
tion, as  well  as  individual ;  and,  finally,  to  pi'e- 
▼ent  hereafter  bills  of  importance  being  brought 
forward,  and  forced  through  the  House,^near  the 
close  of  a  session,  when  many  members  are  gone 
home,  and  the  minds  of  those  who  remain  are 
necessarily  turned  homeward  to  their  domestic 
concerns,  and  when  there  is  not  time  for  that  full 
investigation  and  cool  deliberation  necessary  to 
decide  with  propriety  on  important  ^bjeets,  by 
which  means  laws  may  be  passed  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  derogatory 
to  the  character  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  t^ust  every  member  of  this  House,  after  ex- 
periencing the  embarrassments  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, will  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting them  in  future ;  for  that  purpose  I  offer 
these  resolutions.  - 

Mr.  Sloan  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

JRaohedt  That  hereai^r  all  standing  committees  of 
the  House  of  Repvesentativei  shall  be  appointed  by 
ballot,  and  shall  choose  their  own  chairman. 

JUsohed,  That  all  committees  of  the  Hoiute  of  Rep^ 
resentalives  be  called  upon  by  the  Speaker  every  Mon- 
day to  report,  unless  dispensed  with  by  the  unanimoos 
consent  of  the  ^o^se. .  ,    . 

Ordered^  That  the  aaid  motion  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy 
.  of  the  United  States,"  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 


itself  into  a  Comniittee  of  the  Whole  oq  the  biS 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  eipiiii 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 'An  ut  to  fr 
vide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sepinteGor- 
erhments,"  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  order  of  thr  day  for  the  House  to  resolre 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tke  bill 
sent  froo)  the  Senate,  entitled  '^Anactioidditioii 
to  the  act  establishing,  a  Mint,  andT€g:aiitiiftbe 
ooins  of  the  United  States/ was  postpondiih 
definitely^  ^ 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  re^re 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  1»& 
for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges,  tod  Seen- 
tary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  was  JNstpoDedi^ 
definitely. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  tbe  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  rejport  of  tM  coomittee 
appointed,  on  the  twenty-arst  ultimo,  to  inqoire 
into  the  conduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Postsosiet 
General  of  the  United  States,  be  postponed  in- 
definitely :  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 
"  Mr.  EARitT,  from  the  committee  aDpointedon 
the  part  of  this  House,  jointlv,  with  iheeoDOut- 
tee  appointed  on  the  part  or  the  Senate,  to  viit 
on  the Tri^sident  of  the  United  States,  tod  notifr 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  performed  that  serriee; 
and  that  the  President  signified  to  them  he  W 
no  farther  communication  to  make 


present  session. 

A  messagefrom  the  Senate  infonnedtkHop 
that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the  le;i^tiTe 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjoaa 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  senttoiieSa- 
ate  to  inform  them  that  this  House,  i^«T">ff^ 
pleted.the  business  before  them,  are  now sboottt 
adjourn  until  the  first  Monday  in  December Defl; 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoase  dogovttMK 
said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  With  ^^^^ 
sage;  and.beiBgremroed,Mr.8piAXBa>^}<'<^^ 
the  House  until  the  first  Monday  iflD««>^ 
next. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 


OF  SUCH  PB0GEBDIN6S  OF  THB  FIRST  SlSSSION  OF  THB  NINTH  00NORES3,  AS»  DUBINO  THE  TIME  THEY  WERE 

PSPENDINO,  WERE  ORDERED  TO  BE  KEPT  SECRfeT,  ANl>  RESPECmNQ  WHICH  THE  INJUNCTION 

OF  8SCRBCT  WAB  AFTERWARDS  TAKEN  OFF  BT  ORDER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


Friday,  December  6, 1805. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  H^ase  a  letter 
and  communicatioD  from  the  PREsiDaNT  of  the 
United  States,  which  were  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  communica- 
tion, together  with  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  be  referred  to  Mr.  John  Randolph, 
Mr.  NiOBOifSON,  M^.  Jo^n  C.  Smith,  Mr^  Mum- 
ford,  Mr.  Williams  of  South  CaroitDa,  Mr.  Bid- 
well,  and  Mr.  Brown. 


Friday,  January  3, 1806. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  ihe  Message  and  -communica- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
sixth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  san^e,  .made  &  report 
thereupon^  as  follows : 

Report  of  til&e  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  sixth  Decembeiv  1806.  ' 

The  committee  h^To  beheld,  With  jnst  indignation, 
the  hostile  spirit  manifested  by  the  Court  of  Madrid 
towards  the  Government  of  the  United  Staies,  in  with- 
tiolding  the  ratification  of  its  convention  wiUi  us,  al- 
though signed. by  its  own  Minister,  under  the  eye  of 
lis  Soterdlgn,  unless  with  alterations  of  its  terms  af- 
fecting daimk  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the 
express  condition  of  the  instrument  itself^  were  reserV- 
sd  for  future  discussion :  in  piratical  depredations  upon 
mr  fair  commerce;  in  obstrupting  the  navigation  of 
he  Mobile ;  in  refusing  to  come  to  any  finir  and  ami- 
cable adjoBtment  of  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana ;  and 
m  a  daring  violation,  by  persons  acting  under  the  an- 
iiority  of  Spain,  and,  no  doubt,  apprixed  of  her  senti- 
ments and  vievrs,  of  our  undisputed  limits,  which  she 
lad  solemnly  recognised  by  treaty.     -> 

To  a  Goremment.  having  interests  diatinct  firom  those 
>f  its  people,  and  disregarding  their  welftre,  here  is 
imple  cause  for  a  formal  dedaimtion  of  war  on  the  part 
>f  the  United  States,  and  such,  did  they  obey  the  imr 
poise  di  theis  leeiiags  alone,  Is  the  couise  which  the 
x>mmitteevrould  not  hesitate  to  recommend ;  but,  to  a 
Grovernment  identified  with  its  citizens,  too  far  removed, 
from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  for  its  safety  to 
lie  endangered  by  their  hostility,  peace  must  always  be 
ieeirable,  so  long  as  it  is  compatible  with  the  honor 
ind  interest  of  tho  community* 

Whilst  the  United  States  continue' burdened  with  a 
lebt  which  annually  absorbs  two-thirds  of  their  rave- 
nue,  and  duties  upon  imparts  constitute  the  only  re- 
louroe  from  which  that  revenue  Can  be  raised,  without 
rasorking  V>  systems  of  taxation  not  more  ruinous  and 
appreasiTelhaa  they  aie  uncertain  and  precanousi  the 


best  interests  of  the  Union  cry  aloud  for  peace.  When 
that  debt  shall  have  been  disdiarged,  and  the  resources 
of  die  nation  thereby  liberated,  then  may  we  rationally 
expect  to  raise,  even  in  time  of  War,  the  supplies  which 
our  ^gal  institutions  require,  without  recurring  to  the 
hateful  and  destructive  expedient  of  loans ;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  may  wa  bid  defiance  to  the  world.  The 
present  moment  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great 
and  desirable  work.  Now,  if  ever,  the  national  debt  is 
to  be  paid  by  such  financial  arrangements  as  will  ac- 
celerate its  extinction,  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of 
neutrality,  and  thus  providing  for .  that  diminution  of 
revenue  which  experience  teaches  us  to  expect  on  the 
general  pacification  of  Europe.  And  the  committee 
indulge  a  hope  that,  in  the  changed  aspect  of  afl^irs  in 
that  quarter,  Spain  will  find  motives  for  a  Just  fulfil- 
ment of  her'stipulations  with  us,  and  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  limits,  upon  terms  not  more  beneficial  to 
the  United  States  than  advantegeous  to  herself;  secu- 
ring to  her  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico, 
and  to  us,  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  the  eastward  of  it.  But,  whilst  the  committee  per- 
ceive, in  the  general  uproar  of  Europe,  a  stote  of  things 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  our 
best  intereste,  th^  are  neither  insensible  to  the  indig- 
nity which  has  been  oflered  on  the  part  of  Spain,  nor 
unvriHing'to'repel  isimflar  outrage.  On  the  subject  of 
self-defonce,  when  the  territory  ^  ths  United  States  is 
insult^  there  can<  be  but  one  opinion,  whatever  differ- 
ences may  exjst  on  the  question,  whether  that  protec- 
tion which  a  vessel  finds  in  onr  harbors  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  her,  by  the  nation,  in  the  Indian  or  Chinese 
seas  1  Under  this  impression,  the  oommittee  submit  the 
foUovring  resolution : 

*'  Ruohed,  That  such  number  of  troops  Oiot  exceed- 
ing   )  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 

deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  southern  frontiers  of  the 
United  Stetes  firom  Spanish  inroad  and  insult,  and  to 
chastise  the  same,  be  nnmediately  raised." 

The  said  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houaeon  Monday  next. 
'  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  Hodse 
do  coma  to  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Ruohedt  That  $ be  appropriated  by  law  for 

the  purpose  of  defi»ying  any  extraordinary  expenses 
which  may  be-incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  authority, 
if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  there- 
of, in  behalf  of  the  United  Stetes,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  shall 
cause  an  account  of  the  expenditure  thereof  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 
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Resolved,  That  the  additional  duty  of  two  and  a  half 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  imposed  by  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  protect  me  oonimeroe  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Baibazy  Powers,"  be 
continued  for years. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Com.miUee  of  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  before  mentioned  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  Message  and  com  muni- 
cation  of  the  President  of  the  United  Btates,  of 
the  sixth  of  December  last. 


Monday,  Janiiary  6. 

The  Bouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Gomniittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  conimittee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  Message  ai^d  com  muni- 
cation  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  as  also  the  resoldttons  re- 
ferred to  the  said  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  Friday  last ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

TctflDAT,  January  7. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedf  That  any  arrangement  of  limits  .between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  which  shall  secure  to  her 
an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  the  eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the  approbation  and 
support  of  this  House ; 

Ordered,  That  the  eaid  roaolalioa  be  comtnit- 
ted  to  the^  Committee  of  tiie  whole  House  to 
whom  19  referred  the  report  x)f  the  committee  on 
the  Message  and  oommunieation  from  the  Pteai- 
dent  of  Che  United  States,  of  the  sixth  of  Deeem-* 
ber  last,  and  the  doooments  accompanying  the 
same,  as  also  two  resolntions  referred  4o*1he  9tme 
Committee  of  the  wliole  House  on  Fridaj  last. 

The  House  then  again  resolred  Itselt  inter  u 
Coiinmittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  report  and 
resolutions,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Wbdnb8»at,  January  8. 

The  House  agam  revived  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole  6n  the  report  of  the  oomnuC-^ 
tee  to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  eom- 
munication  from  the  Prestdeat  of  the  Untied 
States,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the 
documents  aeeompanyiag  the  same ;  as,  also, 
on  two  reaolutioBs  referred  to  the  same  Comrnit-* 
lee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  la^t,  and  one  other 
resolution  referred  to  the  same  Coiptt|ittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  last;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
pirogress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


tee  to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  eon- 
munication  from  the  President   of  the  Uoiied 
States,  of  the  sixch  of  December  last,  and  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  same  ;  as,  also,  on  rwo 
resolutions  referred  to  thesameCommitteeof  tJie 
Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  one  other  resolodon 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on 
Tuesday  last;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thenio, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progrress,  aai  bid 
leave  to  sit  agaia. 


Friday,  January  10. 

The  House  again  reaolvacl  f carif  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  coamit- 
tee  to  whom  were  referred  a  Mc— agt  and  cooh 
munication  from-  the  President   of  the  Uoiied 
States;  of  ttie  sixth  of  Deeember-laat,  and  the  doc- 
uments aeeonipanyiog  the  same ;  as,  ate,  on  two 
resoluttoDsreterred  to  the  same  .Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  last,  ami  on  tme  ocher  MsolutMa 
referred  to  the  s^ae  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  oa 
Tuesday  last ;  and,  after  sooe  time  spent  ihcrna, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  disagreement  to  the  reisolntion  cootained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  aforesaid ;  also,  their 
agreement  to  the  first  of  the  two  resolutions  re- 
ferred to  them  on  Friday  last,  with  saqdry  amead- 
ments;  and,  further^that  the  said  Committee  of  the 
Whole  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  wMe 
of  the  bu^ne$s  referred  to  them,  ask  for  letre  to 
sit  agafn. 

On  the  qfuestion  that  the  Commkiee  «f  the 
Whole  have  leave  to  sit  again,  it  passed  ia  the 
negative. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  report  of  the  Cominittat  of 
the  Whole  do  lie  on  the  tables 


Tbuaboat,  January  9. 
The  Honse  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  -Com- 
mittee of  the  Wb^e  on  the  report  of  a  commiv 


SjkTunoAT,  Jaaaary  II. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  t^  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  yesteraiy,  on 
the  report  of  the  cpmrnittee  to  whom  was  icferred 
the  Message  and  commonicatidn  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  tbe  sixth  of  Decem- 
ber last,  and  dundryresolutions  of  the  third  and 
seventh  instants. .  Whereupon,  the  reaolutioa  con- 
tained io  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Piast- 
deo^s  Message^  afoffeaaid,J)etag  read,  in  the  voids 
following,  to  wit : 

**iUiiehed,  Thai  aadi  number  of  tiseps,  net  soeeeed- 

ing ,  as  the  FMAdeot  of  the  UBJied  QiaiMshsa 

deem  Miflldent  te  pvoleet  the  8«olh«m  floatiw  ef  *• 
United  Stales  from  Spaaiih  fauoad  sad  iasalt,  ma4  lo 
ehsstiie  the  ssm,  be  umiediaiely  laismL" 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same,  and  resolved  in  liM 
affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jan^  Isaac  Andcrsoa, 
David  Bardf  Joseph  Bavkar,  George  M.,Bedinger. 
Barnabas  Bidwelh  Phanoet  Bishop,  John  Bkke, 
run.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown^  John  Boyle. 
William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbetl,  Levi  0^ 
sey,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cloptoa, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown* 
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_  _  _  > 

inshield,  Richard  Catts,  Ezra  Darbf,  William 
DicksoDf  Elias  EUrle,  James  EIHot,  Eb«nezer  Bl- 
mer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley.  James 
Fisk,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Qregg^  Isaiah.  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Jdo.  Hamilton*  Jas*  Holland, 
Da  rid  Holmes^  John  Q.  Jacfrson,  Toomas  Kenan, 
^fehemiah  Knisht,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Robert  Marion. Josiah  Masters,  Darid  Meriwether, 
Vicholas  R.  Moore,  Iphomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Vf orrow,  John  Morrow,.  Qideon  Olin,  Jbhp  Pugh, 
rhomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rca  of  Pennsylva- 
kia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee^  Jacob  Richards^ 
fohn  Ras^ell,  Martin  Q.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Jatpes  Stoao, John  Sr!iilie,'0'Brien  Smith, 
fleorv  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stan- 
on,  Darid  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
)um,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitebill,  Darid 
I,  Williams,  Marmaduke  WiHiams,  Nathan  Wil- 
iams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Navs— John  Archer,  Borwell  bassett,  Silas 
3etton,  James  M.  Broom,  Joseph  Bryan,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne, 
I)hristopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Qeorge  Clinton, 
Samuel  W.  Dan^.  John  Darenport,  Jun., 


un. 


'  Second,  Stnke  out  the  words,  **  any  extraordinaiy 
expenses  which  may  be  incumd  in  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  and  in- 
sert *'  &e  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  the^mr- 
cha^e  of  the  Spanish  tenitofies  lying  on  the  Atlantie 
ocean  and  Galf  of  Mexico,  and  eastwazd  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi." 

iTtmL  After  the  words  *<  per  annum,"^  insert  <^re- 
deemaMe  at  win." 

The  first  of  the  said  amendments,  to  fix  a  pre- 
amble to  the  resolution,  being  again  read,  it  was 
mored  to  amend  the  said  preamble  by  preceding 
it  with  the  following  woras : 

"  France  having  transferred  to  the  United  States  the 
Boreiipignty  of  Louisiana,  embracing  extensive  bnt  Un- 
deffned  countries,  contignons  to  the  Spanish  province 
of  New  Mexico,  and  Spain  retaining  the  sovereignty  of 
territories  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexioe^ 
detached  from  her  other  American  possessions,  bat 
whoee  local  pesitkm  render  them  desirable  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales;  and," 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  resolred 
in  the  affirmatire=— yeaa  74,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Isaac  -Anderson,  John  Archer,  Darid 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger.  Silas 
Bettoti,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Leri 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden^  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun., 
John  Ciopton,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daren- 

Jort,  Jan.,  Peter  Early.  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
ohn  Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Golda- 
boroUgh,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  Darid 
Holmes,  Darid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael 
,Leib,  Joseph  Lewis^  jun.,  Henry  W.  Liringston, 
Robert.  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCree^ 
ry,  Darid  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.Moolre,  Thom- 
as Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  juo.,  Joseph 
H.'NichoUon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  JK)siah  Ctnm- 
cv,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylrania, 

Vinston.  '       Thomas  Stoimons,  John  C^  Smith.  John  Smith, 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  considet  the    O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 

mendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the   ing^  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman.  iJewia 

Vhole  to  the  first  resolution  referred  to  them,  on    B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tagsart,    Benjamin  TaU- 

be  third  instant,  which  resolutioa  and  amend-   madge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompeon 

lents  being  read,  as  follows :  Thomas   W.  Tliofmpson^  Abram  Trirg,  Philip 

Resolved,  That dollars  be  appropriated,  by  law,  |  VanCortlandt,  KilUan  B^.^Van  Rensselaer,  Daa- 

>r  the  purpose  of  defraying  ai^  extraoroinary  etpensee 

^hich  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the 

Tnited  Skates  and  foreign  nations,  to  be  paid  out  of 

ny  moneys  in  the  Treasnry,  not  otheiwiie  appropria- 

Hi,  and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  ol  the  ntn- 

snt  of  the  United  States,  who  diall  have  autiiority  to 

mow  the  said  wua,  or  any  part  tfaereoi;  on  behalf  of 

ie  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  net  «xeeediag 

X  per  centnm  per  aatntm,  and  shall  cause  an  aooount 

rthe  expenditure  thereof  to  be  iaid  before  Congresis, 

I  soon  ae  may  be. 


*eter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John.  Pow- 
er, James  M.  Garnets  CharW  Goldsborough, 
Seth  Hastings.  Darid  Hough,  Walter  Jones.  Jus, 
Celly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Henry  W.  Liringston, 
datthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Macruder,  William  Mp- 
5reery,  Jonathan  O.  Mose^,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
loger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newtpn,  jun.,  Joseph  H. 
■Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Cluincy, 
bhn  Randolph,  Peter  Saill]^,  Thomas  Sandford, 
ohn  C.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samnel'  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Jturgcs,  Samuel  Ta^gart,  Benjamin -Tallmadge, 
Jamuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thomjison,  Thomas 
V,  Thompson.  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 


Firet  Prsfiz  a  preamble,  in  the  words  following,  to 
rit :  «  Whereas,  in  the  settlement  of  our  differences 
nth  Spain,  it  may  be  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
■tates  to  procure  a  cession  of  the  Spanish  territories 
sstward  of  the  river  Mississippi,  by  purchase  to  en- 
ble  the  President,  in  effecting  such  purchase,  to  secure 
9  the  United  States  the  moat  adrantageout  terms.^ 

9th  Con.— 36 


n 


iel  C.  Verplanek,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet 
Wick^s,  Darid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thomas  Wynns.  r 

NA78-^WillJs  Alston,  jun'.,  Joseph  Barker,  Bar- 
nabas Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jvln., 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Jo* 
seph  BryaUi  William  Butler,  Greorge  W.  Camp- 
bell, John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick 
Conrad.  Orcbard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richaru  Cutts,  Ezra  Darbr,  William  DicksoBj 
Elias  EarlC;  James  Elliot,  Eoenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk.  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,' John 
Hamilton,  James  Holland,  Nehemiah  Knight, 
John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magrti- 
der,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roeer  Nelson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
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Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  Kbenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehiil, 
and  Nathan  Williams. 

And  then  the  said  preamble,  as  amended,  being 
under  consideiatioUf  it  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  January.  13. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  of  Friday 
last :  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  said  report  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

And  then  the  second. amendment,  reported  by 
the  said  committee,  to  the  first  resolution  referred 
to  them,  being  again  read  as  follows : 

Btiike  out  the  words  **  any  extraordinary  expenses 
whidi  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  Ibreign  nations/*  and  msert  *'the 
expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  the' purchase  of.  the 
Spanish  Territories  lying  on  the  Aihmtic  ocean  and 
C/ulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi  f* 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  con* 
cur  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  re-i 
solved  m  the  affirmative — yeas  74,  nays  58,  as 
follows : 

YsAB— Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David 
Bard,  Bur  well  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Bettoo,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George 
Clinton,  jr^  John  Clopton,  Leonard  "Covingtoo, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleq 
Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  Fowler.  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether^ 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Q^uincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons^  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
ding, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedmaik,  Lewis 
B.  Sturff es,  Samuel  Tacgart,  Benjamin  Tall madge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Phiup  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  yanCort- 
landt,Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
planck,  Pelec  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays — Willis  Alston,  jr..  Joseph  Barker,  Bar- 
nabas Bid  well,  Phanuel  Bisnop,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  W^illiam 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell.  John  Chandler, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 


shield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dick- 
son, Elias  Earle.  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot  Ebe- 
nezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Grreen.  Silas 
Halsey,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Pat- 
rick Magruder  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Ifelson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seayer,  James  Slosn, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Sootbaid, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jos. 
B.  Vamum,  Matthew  Walton^  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Nathan  Witlifimsjanrf  Thomas 
Wynns. 

The  third  and  last  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  the  said  first 
resolution,  to  insert  after  the  words  '  per  annum,'' 
the  words  "  redeemable  at  will,"  was,  on  the  ques- 
tion put -thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

TnBSDAT,  January  14. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Fridav  last :  Whereupon^  the  first  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  said  Comnutte^  as  amended,  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  qoestioa 
being  put,  further  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking 
out,  m  the  first  line  thereof,  the  words,  '^for  the 
purpose  of,*'  and  inserting,  in  lieu  theieo^  the 
word  "  toward :''  it  was  resolved  in  the  alErmative 
— yeas  62,  navs  44,  as  follows : 

I SAB-^  Willis  Alston^ r..  Isaac  Anderson.  Da vii 
Bard,  George  M.  Bedmger,  Barnabas  Bidwdl, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bloom, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan,  Wiliam  Butlo; 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Josenh  Clay, 
George  Clinton,  jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacw 
Crowninshield,  E^ra  Darby,  Elias  £ade,  Peter 
Early,  Jan^es  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WDliam 
Findiey,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Grregg'.  Isaiah  L. 
Green.  SiUs  Halsey,  James  Holland.  John  G. 
Jackson,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert, Mieb- 
ael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion.  Nicb- 
olas  BL.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Roger  Nelsoa, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin^  John  Pogk 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  J<3ui 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martii 
G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie;,  O-Brica 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  R  Vtf* 
num,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Rotat 
Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes^  Nathan  Willtaai 
Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats— ^ James M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Msrtia 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark. 
John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covingtdn,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  JaoesM. 
Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Bdwin  Gray, 
David  Holmes,  Dftvid  Hough,  James  Kdly,  Jos. 
Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W;  Livingston,  Josiah  Muters, 
William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin.  jr« 
Josiah  Q,uincy,  John  Randolph,  John    Rea  o^ 
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PennsylTaoia,  Thomas  Sammoos,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
ding, William  Stedmap,  Lewis  B.  Sturees,  Ben- 
jamin TaUmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson^  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Killlan  E.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck,  D&vid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams, and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Another  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  further  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by 
idding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  prqvisd: 

^  Profvided,  That  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid, 
shall  not  exceed dollars :" 

It  passed  in  the  negativer-yeas,  57,  nays  62,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Jas. 
Vf.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
C^asey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
:opher  Clark,  John  Clopton.  Leonard  Covington, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr»  Caleb 
BUis,  William  Elv,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gar- 
lett,  Charles  Goldsborough.  Edvi^in  Gray,  Seth 
flastiogs,  David  Holmes,  David  Hou^h,  Jaittes 
iCelly,  Thomas  Kenan.  Joseph  Lewis,  ir.;  Henry 
iV.  Livingston,  Josiah  Masters.  William  M'Creery, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
tfosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
fosiah  duincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
'ennsylvania.  Thbmas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Sjml- 
ling,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
3.  Sturges.  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Tht^mas 
iV.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
andt,  Kiilian  K..  Van  Rensselaer^  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
ilanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth.  David  R.  Willikms^ 
darmaduke  Williams,  ana  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nays-*- Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Ircber,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Pbanuel 
3ishop,  John  Blake,  jr^  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
$rown.  Joseph  Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell,  John 
!^ handler,  Joseph  Clay^rederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
l^rowninshield,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
i^lias  Barle.  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer 
Clmer,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew 
>regg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  yV^illiam 
lelms,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson^  Nehemiah 
Cnight.  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick 
ilagruaer,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
eremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
on,  jr.,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of 
["ennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Jonn  Russell,  Peter 
iailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
i^benezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
>'Brien  Smith,  Henty  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
>avid  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Joseph  B«  Varnum, 
iatthew  Walton^  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
ill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Joseph 
Vinston.  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

And  tnen  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
louse  do-  affree  to  the  first  resolution,  amended 
3  read  as  foUows : 

Resohed,  That  —  dollars  be  approi^ated,  by 
iw,  towards  deftmving  the  expenses  whidi  may  be  in- 
arred  in  the  purohaae  of  the  Spanish  territories  lying 
n  the  Atlantieocean  and  Golf  of  Mesico»  and  eastward 


of  the  Mississippi,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  applied 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  have  anthorityy  if  necessary,  to  borrow  the 
■aid  sum,  or  any  part  thereof  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  at  a  rate  of  mterest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  will ;  and  shall  caose  an  ae- 
oonnt  thereof  to  be  laid  before  Congieai,  as  soon  as 
may  be : 

.  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative-^yeaa  77,  nays 
54,  as  follows : 

Ybas—' Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Joha 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burweli  Baa* 
sett,  JGrdorge  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  BidweU, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  Blount,. Robert  Brown, 
John  Boyle.  Joseph  Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell, 
JohD  Chandler,  Jdseph  Clay,  Geo^  Clinton,  jr., 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad^  Orchard  CooL 
Leonard  Cbvington^Jacob  Crownmshield^  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Johh 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gk«gg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  James 
HoUand,  Jbl^n  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehe- 
'miah  Knight,-  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  Id.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Teni\essee,  Jacob  Richards,  Jona 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer >  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jos. 

B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,.  John  Whitehilt, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nays — Silas  Biettoh,  James  M.  Broom',  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Canspbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Matthew  Clay«  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Ghir- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Euwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings.  David  Holmes,  David  Houf  h,  James 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  ir.,  Henry 
W,  Livingston,  Matthew  Lvon,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jona- 
than 0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  Josiah  duincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Saminons,  John 
Cotton  Smith.  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thos. 
Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
TaUmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg.  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel 

C.  Verpianck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  D.  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following 
resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  an  exchange  of  territoiy  between  the 

United  States  and  Spain  is  deemed,  by  this  House,  to 

be  the  most  advantageous  mode  of  settlement  of  exist- 

J  ing  diArences  lespecting  limiti  between  the  United 
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8tct6«  and  the  Comt  of  Madrid,  and  that  any  arrange* 
mant  between  the  two  Government!  which  shall  secure 
to  Spain  an  ample  barrier  on  the  aide  of  Mexico,  and 
to  ike  United  States  the  coantries  watered  by  the  Mis- 
aissippi*  and  to  the  Eastward  of  il,  will  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  this  Houee : 

It  was  re«)lved  in  the  affifmiliTe— yeas  80,  nays 
5d,  as  follows: 

Yeas— John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Ba»- 
settfQeorge  M.  Bedtpffer,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
M.  Broom,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Leri  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
teacten,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark.  Joseph 
Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Cbpton,  Leonard 
OoTinftoD.  Peter  Barly .  James  E^iot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  John  W/Eppes,  John  Fowler,  Jaa. 
M.  Garisett,  Charles  Goldsborougfa,  Edwin  Gray, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth 
Hastings,  Da?id  Holmes,  David  Houffb,  John  €L 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Robert 
Manon,  Jpsiah  Masters  JViiliam  McCreery,  David 
Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Penasylvaqia,  Jacob  Richards. 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Gammons,'  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  John  Smith,  O'Brien  Smith.  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spaldinff,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Ta§[gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas* 
W*  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  PhilTp  Van  CorN 
landt.  Kilhan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  O  Ver* 
plancK,  Peleff  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
Dbvid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas 
Wynns. 

Nays — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jos. 
Barker,  Silas  Bet  too,  Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanuel^ 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Gkorge' 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
ittshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Dicksonj 
Elias  Earle,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  William  Helms,' 
James  Holland,  Neheoriah  Knight,  John  Lambert, 
Joeepti  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder^onathan  O.  Mosely,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
01  in,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Mattia  G.  Schuneman,  Ebe- 
nezer Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Cotton  Smith.  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
William  Stedman.  David  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  White- 
hill,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  first  resolution  agreed  to;  and 
that  Mr.  BiDWfit.u  Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Rogbr  Nel- 
son, Mr.  GcoRQE  W.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Clai- 
borne, do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same* 

A  m^otion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  resolution  last  agreed  to.  On  which 
motion  debate  arising,  it  was  moved  to  postpoaa 


the  consideration  thereof  until  Moadayaextjud 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Wbdnesdat,  January  15. 
Mr.  Biowell,  from  the  committee  ajfoiflted 
yesterday,  presented  a  bill  making  proTmoa  for 
defraying  the  expense  which  tnay  oe  iocorrtdiii 
the  purchase  of  the  Spani&h  territories  Iji&son 
the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  asd  on- 
ward of  the  Mississippi ;  which  was  read  if« 
aad  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ite 

day. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  qaesdon  be- 
ing put,  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so  fir « 
respects  the  proceedings  of  this  House  od  the  said 
bill,  be  taken  off,  it  passed  in  the  negatiif-yeas 
49,  nays  78.  as  follows: 

Yeas— John  Archer,  Georee  M.Bedingei,8du 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Baikr,  oha 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  ChiiieDJo,  Mai- 
ttew  Clay,LeQnard  Covington^Samuel  W.Dm, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  WitoKly, 
Jas.M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborou£h,S«li  Has- 
tings, David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  JameKrtrt 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W.  LinDgston,Matihef 
Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore  Jo* 
than  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  PJ- 
kin,  jr.,  Josiah  Cluincy,  John  Randolph.  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  ^m^.f' 
uel  Smith.  Thomas  Spalding  Richard  SwmJ 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Siffl^ 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  T«^ 
Philip  R.  TRompson,  Thomts  W.  Tbooi^ 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,kilUanK.V.nBeDsieta«, 

Daniel  C.  VerpUnek  David  R.  W}'*'"^  ^ 
tnaduke  WiUiams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

NAYS-WiUis  Alston,  J'ua-ri^SrS 
David  Bard,  Joseph    Barker,  BorweUtt^^ 
Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanuel  Bishop,  JohDlW^y' 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Bo^^ 
firyan,  George  W.  Campbell,  JohnO^^^ 
John  (buiborSe,  Christopher  Clark,  W 
George  Clinton,  jr.,  Jgba  Clopton,  Fredenct 
rad,  SrcMrd  ciik^cob  Crowiunshielgg 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  WilKam  Dickson,  B^^^; 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Kimer, 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  {^^^^  sil» 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isawb  ^-J^j^ofs 
Halsey,' John  Hamilioo,  William  Hel"^^;^ 
HolUnd,  John  G.  Jaekson,  Thomts  li^ens^  p^^, 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Micbad^^^^^ 
rick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josian^^^^^ 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moow,  J     . 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Ne'^Yjoin 
H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  OUii,{ot^\[i^^^ 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Joh"^,?"^  °CaillT,Mtf' 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  P«««^°^g/^l()ii», 
tin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  peaver,  j"      0, 
John  SmUie,  O'Brien  .Smitb,  l^^PS^..^ 
Joseph  Stanton, David  Thomas,  Uri  A" .^  ^ 
Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  n     ^^ 
WhitehiU,  Wert  Whitehill,  ^^IZl'i^^ 
Nathan  Williams,  Joseph  Wia»»»J*" 
Wynns.  ^^^d  i 

Th«  House  then  immetotelf ««" 
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into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
said  bill;  and,  after  some  time  sf^nt  thereiD^-Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gbeoo  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  b»li  pnder  consideration,  and  gone 
thcough  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereto, 'w hick  be  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments:  whereupon,  the  first  amendiQent 
to  the  first  section  for  nllio^  up  the  blank  ^herein 
vfith  the  words  "two  millions  of,"  was,  op  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  second  amendment  td  the  same  section,  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "the  expense  which  may  be 
incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  teirrito* 
Ties  lying  on  the  Atlao^tic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,"  and  to 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  "between  the  United  States 
and  ioreign  nations/'  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agree^  to  by  the 'House — yeas^Tl,  nays 
57,  as  follows :  ' 

Yeas — Wiilis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Atiderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker.  Bunnell  Bassett,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Pnanuef  Bisnop,  John  Blakejun.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryati,  Greorge 
W.  Cam]^bell,John  C  handler,  Joseph  Cflay.  George' 
Clinton,  jun..  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dickson,  Ellas  Earle^  Peter  Early,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Jam^  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
William  Helms,^  James  Holland,  John  G.  JacksoO', 
Walter  Jones,  John  Lattibert,  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Marion.  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
J^elson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomais  M.  Ran- 
dolph^ John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell.  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford^ 
Martin  G.  Scnuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  White- 
hill.  Robert  Whitehill)  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Jo)ia  Archer,  George  M.Bedinffer,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
James  M.  Uarnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth 
Hastings.  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James 
Eelly^  Tnomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David  Merir 
wether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jer- 
emiah Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah 
duiney.  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Thomas  Sammons.  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford.  William  Stedman,  Lewis  fi. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Ta^gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadffe, 
Samuel  T<»ney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  Ahram  Trigg,  Philip  Yah  Cortlandt, 
i^illian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C  Verplanck, 


Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Marma- 
duke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

'  The  last  amendment  to  the  same  section,  to 
strike  out,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  ^  cw  soon 
ca  may  ht^  and  to  insert,  in  Hen  thereof,  the 
words,  "«o<  or  hfffifrt  the  next  seasicnofCcngreBs^^ 
was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  second  section,  to  add, 
to  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  ^and  it  AaU  be 
IcMfid  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend 
the  whoky  or  any  part  of  the  eame^^^  was,  oo  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The- last  amendment  to  the  said  bill  to  add,  to 
the  end  thereof,  a  new  section,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

Section  3.  And  be  it  Jurther- enacted,  That  so  maoh 
as  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnaget,  beyond  the  permanaat  appropria- 
tion heretofore  barged  upon  them  by  law,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  pledged  and  appropriated  lor  the  pay- 
ment of  the  iatexest,  and  reimbursement  of  the  pnnci- 
paly  of  all  such  moneys  as  may  be  borrowed  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  according  to  the  terms  and  conditiouf 
on  which  the  loan  or  loans  may  be  effected : 

was.  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  tnie  House — yeas  74,  nays  53,  as  follows: 


Yeas — Willis  Alston,  ijia,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett. 
G^rge  M.  Bedinger^  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  junior.  Thotnas  Blount,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan.  George 
W.  Csimpbelli^  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay, 
George  Clinton,  junior,  John  Clopton,  Frederidc 
Conrad.  Orchard-  Cook,  Jacob  Crdwninshield, 
Richard  Catts,  £zra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
EUias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Jamas 
Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^ 
Jeremiiih  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson^  Thomas  New- 
ton, jun.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin.  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jacob  Richards,  John  RasseU,  P^ter  Sail- 
ly. Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
O'Brien  Smithy  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whit^hilL  Robert  White- 
hill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Watiams,  Joseph 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 
^  NAYs^Silas  Betton,  James  M,  Broom.  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Claik, 
Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana.  John  Davenport,  junior.  James  Elliot,  Ca- 
leb Ellis,  William  uly,  Jfames  M.  Gkimett,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastinffs,  David  Holmes, 
David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  Junior, 
Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyoif,  David 
Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josian 
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Q^uincy,  John  RaDdolph,»JoIui  Rea  of  Pensfl- 
Ttnia,  Thomas  Sammoos,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  SpaJdinjF, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman.  Lewis  B. 
Storges,  Samuel  Ta^gart,  Benjamin  Talimadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  U.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson/  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
land t,  Rilhan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
Slanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williama, 
larmaduke  Williams  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  wrth  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


TfliTitsDAT,  January  16. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Spanish  Territories  lying  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  -East- 
ward of  the  Mississippi,  was  read  the  third. time; 
and,  on  the  question  tnat  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays  54,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell.  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  Gteorge  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  George 
Clinton,  junior.  John  Clopton,  Fredericx  Conrad. 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crgwninshield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey^  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehe- 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  K.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  junior.  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennesse^  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas,  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,^David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Joseph 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Silas  Betton.  James  M>  Broom,  William 
Butler,  John  Campben,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Leon- 
ard Covinston,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  uharles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings,  Dayid  Holmes,  David  Hough,'  James 
Eelly^  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston^  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCree- 

8,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  mlson.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Josiah  Cluincy,  John  Randoiplh  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 


Richard  Stanford,  William  StednoAO.  Lewis  fiL 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tagsart,  Benjamia  Talloiadge, 
8am\i^  Tenqey.  Philip  R.  TooDxpsoo,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trige,  Phuip  Vaa  Cort- 
land t,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
Slanck,  Pelee  Wadsworth,  Da^id  R.  WiUiaou^ 
f armad'uke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wiboa. 

It  was.then  taioved  to  amend  the  title  of  thestid 
bill  to  read  as  follows :  "  An  act  makings  provisknfof 
defraying  any  extraordinarv  expenses  attendisg 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  foc- 
eign  nations ;"  and  on  the  question  therenpon,  it 
was  resolved' in  the  affirmative — yeas  81^  oap  46 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Barnabas 
Bidwdl,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake  jr.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bry- 
an, jGeorffe  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Gleorge  Clinton,  jun^ 
Jonn  Clopton,  Frederick  Uonrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield^  Richard  Cotts,  Ezra  Ihrby, 
William.  Dickson,  BUas  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Rppes  William 
FindleVi  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gtegg^ 
Isaiah  L. 'Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Jobin  Hamiltoe, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  DaTid  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knighc, 
John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magrodtf, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCree- 
ry,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.  Gideon  Olin,  Jolm 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randdph,  John  Rea  of  Pena- 
sylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Saad- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezer  Searer, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O^Brien  Smith,  Henry 
Southard.  Joseph  Stanton.  David  Thomas,  Uii 
Tracy,  Aoram  Trigg,  Josepn  B.  Varnam,  Mittbew 
Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ei/ph- 
alet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  WillianOis,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thomas  Wynns. 

.    Nays  — George.  M.  Bedineer,    Silas  Bettoa, 
James  M.  Broom,  William  Buiier,  John  Campbell, 
Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden^ohn  Claiborne, 
Leonard  Covington,    Samuel   W.   Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  Jams 
M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastings, 
David  Hou^h,   James  Kelly,    Thomas  Kenaa. 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew LyoUj  David  Meriwether;,  Thomas  Mo«e, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,    jun.,  Josiah   CluiDcy,   John    Randolph, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard   Stanford.  Williani 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Taggart 
Benjamin  Tallmadge^ahiuel  Tenney,  Philip  It 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  DanieiC. 
Verolanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,   and  Darid  K. 
Williams. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  carry  to  the  Senate  the  following 
message!    ' 
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By  the  Jhuee  of  MepruenUMveiy  January  16, 1806. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  .• 

We  tranamU  you  a  bill  which  has  panad  tiiis  House, 
entitled  "An  act  making  provinan  for  defraying  any 
Bxtraordinaiy  expenses  attending  the  interooune  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  and  in 
which  we  request  your  concurrence.  This  bill  has 
!>een  passed  by  us  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  commence,  with  more  effec^  a  neootiation 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  Territories  lying  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico*,  and  eastward 
>f  the  river  MisBissippi.  The  nature  and  importance 
>f  the  measure  contemplated  haye  induced  us  to  act 
apon  the  subject  with  closed  doors.  You  ^1,  of  con- 
tequence,  consider  the  communication  as  confidential. 

To  which  motion  an  amendmeDt  was  moved 
to  strike  oot,  in  the  proposed  message,  the  words 
*  River  Mississippi,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
:he  words  *'Bay  of  Perdido;"  and  on  tlie  question 
:hereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  59, 
lays  68j  as  follows : 

Yeas — BurweQ  Bassett,  Silas  BettoD,  James 
Vf .  Broom,  Wrlliam  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Dasey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  John 
Z^lopton,  Leonard^  CovingtoD,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
fohn  Davenport,  jun.,  James  Elliot^  Caleb  Ellis, 
iVilliam  Ely,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Golds- 
)orough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
S!enaD,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Liv- 
ngston.  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCreery, 
3avid  Meriwether^  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
3.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
un.,  Josian  Q,uincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
SI.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
Saudford.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
lel  Smitn,  Thomas  Spalding.  Richard  Ste^nford. 
(Villiam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges.  Samuel 
Taff^art,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
?hflip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
llbram  Trigff,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Krllian  K. 
ITan  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Pel^g 
(Vadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Macmaduke 
iVilliams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Josiah  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Tohn  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishofr,  John  Blake, 
uD.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle, 
foseph  Bryan,  Greorge  W.  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
er,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Greorge  Clin- 
on,  jun.,  Frederick  Cpnrad,  Jacob  Cfownin- 
hield,  Richard  Cutti^  Ezra  Darby,  William 
3ickson.  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Ei- 
ner,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  FijidUy,  James 
risk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gre^g,  Isaiah  L. 
>reen,  Silas  Halsey«  John  Hamilton,  William 
ilelros,  James  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  James 
^elly,  Nehemiah  Knieht,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
ueib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Jcsiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremihh  Morrow, 
iioger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John 
iihea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell, 
?eter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
leaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie:  O'Brien  Smitb^ 
fienry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton.  David  Thomas, 
Jri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.Varnttm,  Matthew  Walton, 


John   Whitehill,    Robert   Whitehill,   EUphalet 
Wickes,  Nathan  Williame,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  motion  to  send  to  the  Senate  the  said  mes- 
sage, as  originalljr  proposed,  and  resolve4  in  the 
affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bidwell  and  Mr.  Early 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  thereto.  Aa- 
other  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  to  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so- 
far  as  respects  the  repoit  of  the  select  committee^ 
made  to  this  House  on  the  third  instant,  on  the 
letter  and  communications  from  the  President  or 
the  United  States,  referred  to  them,  on  the  sixth 
of  December  last,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas- 
46,  nays  71,  aii  follows: 

Yeas — Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  James- 
M.  Broom,  William  Butleij  John  Campbell,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M. 
Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastiuj^s, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon.  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters, 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Gluincy, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  SammoDs,  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Thomas  Spaldinig,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Ta^gart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Phil- 
ip Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Win- 
ston. 

Nat6 — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Gteorge  M.  Bedinger,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Barnabas  Bidwell.  John  Blalce,  junior,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  George 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,-  Jotm  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  John  Clopton. 
Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninsbield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dicks(Mi,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer^  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,* James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton^James  Holland,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Wajter  Jones.  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemt- 
ah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Gideon  Olin, 
John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsvlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  John 
RusselL  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Eb- 
enezer Seaver^  James  Sloan^  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  --  •  ■  - 
David 

Matthew  . ,.. « ^«.... *ww«v...  t,ui»^ 

hill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams, 
Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Frioay,  January  17. 
On  a  motion  made  that  the  resolution  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 
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Reaolved,  That  an  exchange  of  territory  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  is  deemed  by  this  Honae 
Ao'be  the  moat  advantageous  mode  of  settlement  of  ez- 
iflting  difierences,  respecting  limits  between  the  United 
'Stateil  and  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  that  any  arrenge- 
jnent  between  the  two  Governments  which  shall  se- 
eure  to  Spain  an  ample  banier  on  the  side  of  Mexico, 
and  to  the  United  States  the  countries  watered  by  the 
Mississippi,,  and  to  the  eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the 
approbation  and  support  of  this  House, 

be  now  made  public:  it  passed  in  the  Degatire— r 
L  navB  64  as  follows : 


De  now  cnaae  puDiic:  ii  passf 
yeas  46,  nays  64  as  follows : 


Yeas — John  Archer.  George  M.  Bedii^er,  Si- 
las Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell, 
Martin  Chittenden.  Christopher  Clark,  Leonard 
'Covifigtoa,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Darenport, 
juaior.  Caleb  Ellis,  Williaip  Elv,  James  M.  Gar- 
iKlt,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hasting,  David  Hough,  ^  James  Kelly^  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters. Wm.  McOreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  I^itkin,  jr.. 
Josiah  Ctuipcy,  Joha  Randolph',  John  Rea  of 
Peonsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  Samuel  Sn^ith,  Thomas  Spalding.  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
§es^  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjainin  Tallmadge, 
lamuel  Teoney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompon,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cott- 
landt.  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
plaacK,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Nays — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanuel  Bishop, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount;  Robert  Brown, 
John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William  Butler,  Qeo, 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  George  Clinton^  jr.,  J^n  Cloptoa, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownmshield,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  BUiot,  Bo- 
anezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Bppes,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisji,  John  FV)wier,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah 
L.  Gkeen,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Jamea^ 
Holland,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nebemi* 
aJb  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Miohael  jLeib.  Patrick 
Magruder,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Koger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin, 
John  Pagh.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rua- 
cell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebene- 
zer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien 
£mith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph. Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Un  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat- 
thew Walton,,  John  Whitahill,  Robert  WhitebiU, 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prssimhiit 
OP  THE  United  StatbA)  as  follows : 

To  ike  Senate  and  Houeeof 

Repreaentativea  of  the  United  States  .• 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  Miniiter  Plenipotenli- 
aiy  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  London,  eon- 
tmms  interesting  information  on  the  subjects  of  my 
other  Message  of  this  date.  It  is  sent  separately  and 
eonfidentially,  because  its  publication  may  discourage 
frank  communications  between  our  Ministers,  gener- 


ally, and  the  CiovenimeiiftB  wi$h  -mhiek  Ibqricade,  sad 

especially  between  the  same  MijalatexB. 

JAVUAar  17«  1806.  TH.  JBFFEEBON. 

The  letter  refinred  to  In  the  k>regou»gMtamgt 

was  read. 


TaDReD4.T,  February  6. 

A  Message  was  received  from  t|ie  Prebobr 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representativei  of  the  United  States,- 

Since  the  date  of  my  Message  of  Janoazj  aerea- 
taenth,  a  letter  qf  the  twenty-sixth  of  November  has 
been  received  from  the  Minister  PlenipotenCiaij  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  covering  one  from  6m  See- 
i^tary  for  Foreign  Affiiirs  of  that  Govenuaent,  idiich, 
being  on  the  suhject  of  that  Message,  b  bqiv  tnaamit- 
ted  fyf  the  information  of  Googreea.  Altfanv^  luidk- 
ing  foihids  the  sabstance  o^  these  lett«rs  torn  faeiasg 
.  communicated  without  reserve,  yet  so  many  lU  effedi 
proceed  from  the  publication  of  conespondaices  be- 
tween Ministers,  remaining  still  in  office,  that  I  canaot 
but  recoiiunend  that  these  letters  be  not  pennitud  to 
be  formally  published. 

PaaairAaT  6,  1806. 

The  said  Message,  and  letters  accompanying  it 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made  to  amend  the  secret  Journal 
of  the  House,  in  the  manner  foilowiog,  to  wit; 

TvEB^AY,  December  31,  VSfUL 
The  following  motion  was  laid  oa  the  takk; 

Hesoked^  That dollars  be  appropriated  byhw, 

for  the  purpsee  of  defraying  any  axtraoTdinaiy  cxfMa- 
ses  which  may  be  incnrred  in  the  inte^eoune  bct«ea 
the  United  States  and  foreign  natiotti,  to  be  paido^ 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  aot^  oUierwin  sppM- 
priated,  and  to  be  applied  under  the  dmetion  of  thi 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  who  shall  have  «akir- 
ity,  if  neq^Bsary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum,  or  any  sait 
thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Stalaa,  mt  a  rats  of 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  oentnm  per  saniHa; 
and  shaU  cause  an  account  of  the  expen^itaie  themof 
to  be  laid  before  Oongress  as  soon  as  maj  be. 

Resohed,  That  the  additional  duty  of  two  and  t 
half  per  centuin  ad  valorem,  imposed  by  m  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerae  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Baibair  F^« 
ers,**  be  txmtkiued  for  — *  yearn. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Journal  be  so 
amended,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmatire,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  every  member  present  votiiiff  in  the  aP 
nrmatire,  to  wit: 

Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  Dayid  Bard  Jo- 
seph Barker.  Burwell  Bassett,  Qeorae  M.  B«ha- 
ger,  Silas  Betton,  Barni^has  Bidwell,  Wiliiaa 
Jlackledge,  John  Blajkc,  jjv  Robert  Brown,  Johi 
Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William  Butler.  Jolt 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Marda 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Cbrt 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clintoa,itn 
Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covm^ton,  Jacob  Crowa- 
inshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby  Joha 
Davenport,  jr.,  Waiiam  Dickson,  James  Sllioc 
Caleb  £llls,  Eb^nez^  Elmer,  William  Ely  John 
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W,  Eppes,  Willtam  Findtey.  James  Fisk,  John 
fowler,  James  M.  Gkirnett,  Peterson  Goodwjrn, 
Sdwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg)  Isaiah  L.  Qreen, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hainihoa,  Sech  Hastings, 
William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  Darid  Houi^h, 
bbn  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lam- 
lert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 
jivingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder, 
lobert  Marion,  Jostah  Masters,  William  Mo- 
yreery,  David  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow.  John  Morrow, 
onathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr«,  Josejih  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin  jr.,  John  Pugfa,  Jesiah  Uuiney, 
ohn  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  J^hn  Rea 
f  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
licfaards,  John  RasseM,  Thomas  Sandford,  Mar- 
in G.  Schnneman,  Bbeneser  Seaver,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  J.  G.  Smith,  J.  8mith,0'Brien 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Tkomas  Spalding.  Rieh- 
ird  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  a.  Star- 
ves, Samnel  Taggart.  Benjamin  Tallmadffe,  Sam- 
lel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.Thomp- 
on,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KUliaa  K.  Van 
lensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnnm,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
ilanek,*Peleg  Wadsworth.  John  Whitehill,  Rob- 
rt  Whitehill.  EUphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Wll- 
iams,  Marmadi^e  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
liexander  Wilson,  Joseph  WinstOQ)  and  Thomas 
iVynns. 
A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
ppointed  to  present  to.  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States  the  resolution  agreed  to  by  this  House, 
m  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  in  the  words  following, 
0  wit : 

Ruohed,  That  an  exchange  of  territoiy  between 
be  United  States  and  Spain  is  deemed  by  this  Hcinse 
»  be  the  meet  adrantageocts  mode  of  settlement  of  ex- 
iting difficulties  respecting  the  Hmits  between  the 
United  States  snd  the  Court  of  Madrid ;  end  diat  any 
irrangament  between  the  two  Ooremmsnts,  which 
ball  aecvre  to  Spain  an  ample  barriet  on  the  side  of 
ilexico,  and  to  Ae  t7nxt^  States  the  countries  w«> 
sred  by  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  eastward  of  it, 
riU  meet  tiie  approbation  of  this  Honse. 

On  which  motion^  debate  arising,  it  was  moved 
0  postpone  the  consideration  thereof  until  Thiirs- 
hiy  next,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  57, 
lays  d4,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
eph  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,,  jr.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bry- 
m,  Georg^  W«  OampbelL  John  Chandler,  George 
Clinton,  jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob' Crown in- 
hield,  Richard  Cntt^,  Ezra  Darby  William  Dick- 
on, Peter  SMy,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Pind- 
ey,  John  Fowler^  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
hlas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms, 
Barnes  Holland,  Walter  Joiie8,'Neheniiah  Knight, 
^ohn  Lambert,  Patriek  Magrvder,  Robert  Marion, 
Vich<rias  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  GKdeon 
31in,  John  Pogh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jobn 
^hea  of  Tennoseec,  Jaco^  Richards,  Johii  Rus- 


sell, Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Scfanneman,  Eben- 
exer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,'  Uri 
Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Marraaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nays— David  Bard,  Barwell  Bassett,  George 
M.  fiedtnger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler.  Levi 
Casey, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay.  Matthew  Clay,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Setn  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,'  Thomas 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joeepb  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  duincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania.  Thos. 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sanford.  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  -  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman.  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taegart.  Benjamin  Tallmadge^ 
Samuel  Teoney,  Phiup  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer.  Dan'i  C.  Verplanpk,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  EUphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

.Another  motion  was  jhen  made  to  amend  the 
said  original  mptiou,  by  instructing  the  same  com* 
mittee  also  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  another  resolutio|c^  agreed  to  by  this 
House,  on  the  aaid -fourteenth  ultimo,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"-Ruoked.  That dollars  be  appropriated*  by 

law,  towards  defraying  the  expense  which  may  be  !»• 
cuired  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  territories  lying 
on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Golf  of  Mexico,  and  east- 
ward  of  the  Mississippi,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  ttie  I^esident  of  the  Um- 
ted  States,  who  shall  have  authority,  if  necessaiy,  to 
borrow  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding 
six  per  centom  per  annum,  redeemable  at  will ;  and 
shall  cause  an  aoeooiit  tiiereof  to  be  lud  before  Con- 
greis  as  soon  as  may  be :"  - 

On  which  motion  tp  amend,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  then  die  «iain  question  betn^  taken,  that 
t(|e  House  .do  agree  to  the  said  ori^nal  mofioUi 
aa  now  amendM,  it  waa  resolved  m  the  affirm- 
ative.« 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  J^bn  Randolph  and  Mr. 
Qiisoo  be  appointed  acommittee  pursuant  thereto. 


TuMDAT,  February  11. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  Thursday  last,  to  present  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  two  resolutions  of  this 
House,  of  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  performed  that  service. 
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Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  Commit- 
tee for  EoroUed  Bills,  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee bad  examined  an  enrolled  bill^  to  wit :  "An 
act  making  provision  for  defraying  any  extra- 
ordinary expenses  attending  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations.'' 
and  had  found  the  same  to  be  truly  enrolled! : 
Whereupon,  the  Speaker  signed  the  said  en- 
rolled bill. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 


Wednesday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from, the  Joint 
Committee  for  EoroUed  Bills,  reported  that  the 
committee  did,  yesterday,  present  to  the  Pre«dent 
of  the  United  States  for  his  approbation,  an  en- 
rolled bill,  entitled  **An  act  malting  provision  for 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations." 

Tuesday,  Febtuary  18. 

The  following  Message- was  received  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

^^  »  • 

To  the  Houu  of  RepreHntatvHB 

of  the  United  StaUe  .• 

On  the  4hirteenth  instant,  I  approved  and  signed  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  making  provision  for  defraying 
any  eztraordinaiy  expensei  attending  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,'*  which 
miginated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  I  diall, 
in  due  season,  deposit  it  among  the  rolls  in  Uie  off  ce  of 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FsBBUAav  18,  1806. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Friday,  March  21. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

JRe0okfedf  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  on 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  transacted  with  cloeed 
doors,  during  the  present  session,  be  removed. 

On  the  question  that  the  forther  consideration 
of  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  until  the  last 
Monday  in  the  present  month,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  69,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  ir.,  Isaac  Anderson.  Da* 
vid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  BlouQt, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Camp* 
bell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jaeob 
Crowninshield^  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dickson^  Eiias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley.  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Andrew 
Oregg.  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Ham- 
ilton, William  Helnib,  John  G.  Jackson,  Waiter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiab  Knight,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
Wilham  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremi- 


ah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelsoe, 
Thomks  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pog^ 
Thoynas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tenoessee. 
Jacob  Richards,  Joon  Russell,  Martin  6.  Sebih 
neman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jaaies  Sloaa,  Joha. 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soatliari  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  JoBeph  B. 
Varnom,  Matthew  Walton,  John  WhttekilL  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathaa  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Bnrwdl  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedioger, 
Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  WiUtam  BaUcr. 
John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samnd 
W.  Dana,  John  .Efavenport,  jr^  James  Ellioc  Ca- 
leb Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James 
M.  Ghirnett,  Qharles  GUildsborough,  ^win  Grar, 
Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hou^ 
James  Kelly,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jonathan  Q.  Mostly,  Jereiqiah  Nelson,  Joseph  H. 
Nicfholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr.,  Josiah  Qniocy. 
John  Randplph,  John  Rea  oilreansylTania.  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thos.  Sandford,  3oha 
Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaidinc 
Riehani  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewb& 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tanart  Benjamin  Tanmadge. 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompsoa,  Thoiaas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trige,  Philip  Van  Cori- 
iapdt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Yer- 

aani^k,  PeleeWadsworth,  Darid    R.  WiUiams, 
^armaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 


MoNOAT,  March  24. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESIOENT  OF  THE  UnITBO  StATBS: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

R^eeentaiivee  of  the  Vmted  SiaUe.' 
I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  zeooitlvreccivpi 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Uniied  StstM 
at  London,  stating  some  circumstazioes  which  betr  i«- 
lation  to  the  subject  of  my  Messages  of  Jannazy  «va- 
teenih.  This  paper  being  original,  said  to  be  oMnma- 
nicated  to  both  Houses,  the  return  of  it  is  raqaestad. 

TH.  J^FFBBSON. 

Mabch  24,  1806. ' 

The  said  Message  and  documeot  aocompaay- 
ing  it,  were  severally  twice  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  referred  to  in  the  sui 
Message  be  returned  to  the  President  of  the  Ubi- 
ted  States,  agreeably  to  his  request. 


MoNOAT,  March  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  House  do  cocae 
to  tlie  following  resolution : 

Reeohed,  That  the  injunction  of  aeciei^ 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  transacted  ... 
doeri  during  the  present  session,  be  raaaved  c 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolntioo,  by 
adding  to  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  ''from  and 
after  this  day  fortnight :"  And,  on  the  qnestioa 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  n^atire — ^yeas  61, 
nays  62,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Wiliia  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Dt- 
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^id  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid  well.  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Tfaos.  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  Geo.  W.  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
ler, John  Claiborne.  John  Ulopton,  Frederick 
Donrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Blias  Earle,  Peter  Early;,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Wil- 
iam  Findley,'  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Ctoodwyn, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Greei^  Silas  Halsey, 
fohn  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Walter  Jones, 
^ohn  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  Mac- 
<*arland,  Robert  Marion,  William.  McCreery, 
^icliolas  R.  ^oore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
).  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson.  Gideon  Oiin,  John 
?ugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolpn,  Jobp  Rhea  of  Ten- 
lessee,  John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Schunemab, 
Sbenezer  Sealer,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie  JFohn 
Bmith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John 
iVhitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes, 
Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Wind,  and  Joseph 
iyinston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Bur  well  Bassett, 
i^eorge  M.  Bedinger,  SHas  B'etton,  Willis^ 
Sutler,  John  Campbell,  Xievi  Casey,  Martm 
I^hittenden,  Christopher  Clark^  Joseph  Clay. 
»latthew  Clav,  Leonard  Covinc^ton,  Samuel 
N^.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawsoii, 
ames  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Elv.  John  W. 
Sppes,  James  M.  Garnet t,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Sdwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes, 
!)avid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  L(*ib,  *  Joseph  Lewis, 
un.,  Patrick  Magruden  Josiah  Masters,  Thomaa 
iloore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mpsely,  Jere- 
niah  Nelson^  Thomas  Newton, Jun;.  Timothy 
'itkin, Jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
leaof  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
iUottoD  Smith  Samuel  Smlth»  Thomas  Spalding, 
lie  hard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tagf^art,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
V.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg.  Killian  K.  Van 
lensselaer,  Pelee  Wads  worth.  David  R.  Williams, 
liarmaduke  Wuliams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  the 
aid  resolution,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  *^that," 
n  the  first  linej  the  words,  '*  from  and  after  the  end 
if  the  present  session  of  Congress :"  And  on  the 
[uestion  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative — 
'eas  59,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
eph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
edge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount.  Robert 
^rowo;  Georee  W.Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fred- 
rick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 
hield,  Richard  Cutts,  Kzra.  Darby,  William 
>ickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early.  Ebenezer 
illmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson 
j^oodwyn,  Andrew  Ofegg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Idoore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gkirdon  S.  Momford, 


Roger  NelsoUi  Gideon  01  in,  John  Pugh^  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton.  David  Thomas,  Un  Tracy,  Joseph 
B.  Varnum, 'John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill. 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats  — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassetl, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  fietton,>William  But- 
ler,. John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
gher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington, 
amuel  W.  Dana.  John  t)avenport,  iun.,  John 
Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Edwin  Grav,  Seth  Hastings  Da- 
vid Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Michael  Leib,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Manuder,  Josiah  Mas^ 
ters,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,'  Jeremiah  'Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Gtuincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  TJiomas 
Sandford.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smithi  Sam- 
uel Smitn,  Thomas  Spalding.  Ri<;hard  Stanford. 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel 
Ta^gart,  Benjaimin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thoinpson, 
Abram  Trigg^illian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Feleg 
Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmadul^e 
Williams^  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  resolution  be  postponed  uDtit,this  day  week, 
it  passed  In  the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  62,  as 
follows  i 

Yea&— Willis  Alston,  jun.^  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield, Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle.  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  El« 
mer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk.  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms.  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pogh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
ver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Ilenry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num, John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Elipha- 
let Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Geo. 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton^  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Jas. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Gtoldsborough,  Edwin 
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Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James 
Kelly,  Thomas  R>nan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  juD.,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Master?, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ly.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  Jan.,  Josiah  Quincy.  John  Randolph, 
John  Reaof  Fennsylvania,  Jacoh  Richards,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Samraoos,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Sinith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
8  ted  man,  Lewis  B.  Sturg^s.  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  Samuel  Tennev,  Phiup  R. 
Thompson,  Thon^asW.  Thomson.  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  $.  Van  Rensselaer,  PeleglVads  worth. 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  ana 
Alexander  Wiiso^. 

And  then  t&e  main  question  beinff  taken,  that 
the  House  do  a^ree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  ori- 
ginally moved}  in  the  words  following^  to  wit: 

"  iUiobud,  That  the  injimcttoB  of  secrecy  imposed 
4m  the  moceedinjis  which  haTe  4>een '  tranncted  with 
doaed  doon,  dunng  the  present  ■eMion,  be  removed.*^ 


It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  63, 
nays  56,  as  follows: 

Yeas— ^Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Geo. 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell.  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonajd  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Jas. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis.  Wm.  Elyi  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peter^ 
son  Goodwin,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jonei,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenao,  ML 


chael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Ma^Je 
Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  Joha  Morrar 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Ihinjt 
Newton,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jao.,  Josialite 
cy,  John  Randolph,  Johfi  Rea  of  PeusjlraBJi. 
Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Suuqods! 
Thomas  Sandford,  John  C.  Smit)i,  John  Soiii 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  SpaldingjRiclidSuB- 
ford,  William  VBtedman^lJewis  B.  Stai^Sitn- 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  SamotlTee- 
ney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thom^ 
son,  Abram  Tri^g,  Killian  K.  Vao  Reosselie 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  E.  Williams,  Mana*- 
duke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wllsoo. 

Nays— Willis  Alston,  Jun.,  Isuc  kndem 
Joseph  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  WOliafo  Black 
ledge,  John  Blake^n.,  Thomas  Bbiai  Roben 
Brown,  George  W.  Caimpbell  Job  Cbadler 
John  Claiborne,  John  Cloptoo,  Frederick  CoBtii 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  CrowninsliieU,  RicW 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dicksoo,Elift$Earii 
Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  FIimII^ 
Jaijdes  Fisk,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  LGrcaw 
las  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  HeliDs.JQiit 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFaiim 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  M^^ 

goore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mamfin 
3ger  Nebon,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugb,  Tkou 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  o(  Tennessee.  Jou 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schunetnan,  Ebeaeier  S» 
ver,  James  Sloan,  John  SmiUe,  Henry  So«b«i 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas.  Josepii  B.\>^ 
num.  John  WhitehilL  Robert  WhitM  S# 
let  Wlckes,  Nathan  WiHiams,  Bichwl  Wini 
and  Joseph  Winston. 
'  And  then  the  House  adjoomed. 


APPHIJII 


,     TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS. 

>MPRI8ING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  D0CUMKKT8  miGINATINO  PURING  THAT  CON- 

6R£8S,  AND  THK  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSSID  BY  IT.  . 


to,  1 54,6^ 
11,306/130 


12,678,333 


8TATB  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

rCommimicated  to  the  Seaate^  Deeanber  (>,  1806.] 
In  obedience  to  th«  directions  of  the  act  9up- 
ementary  to  the  act/ entitled  "An  act  to  estab- 
>h  the  Treasury  Department,'*  the  Secretary  of 
e  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following 
port  and  estimates: 

JUvenue  and  ttehnpU. 
le  net  reTenue,  arishig  from  daties  on  meichandSse 
and  tonnage,  which  accrued  during  the  year  1801, 
amounted  to      -        -        -        -    "    •  ^12,020^2^/9 
be  net  revenue,  arising  from  the  same 
source,  which  accrued  during  the  year 
1805,  amounted  to    -        -        -        - 
bat  which  accrued  during   the  year 

1803,  amounted  to    -        •. 
nd  that  which  accrued  during  the  year 

1804,  amounted,  after  deducting  that 
portion  which  arose  from  the  %dditionaI 
duties^  constituting  the  Mediterranean 
fund,  as  will  appear  by  the  statement 
A,  to        -        --        -        -- 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  net  reTenue  which  has  ae- 
ued  during  the  three  first' qnsrters  of  the  year  1806, 
les  not  fall  short  of  that  of  the '  corresponding  quar- 
rs  of  the  year  1804.  And  that  branch  of  revenue 
ay,  exclusively  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  be  safely 
timated,  for  the  present*  at  twelve  millions  of  doUan, 
hich  is  nearfy  the  average  of  the  two  years  1803  and 
504. 

The  defalcation  which  took  place  in  the  year  1802, 
id  the  increase  in  the  next  following  years,  suffi- 
ently  show  that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  that 
"anch  of  the  revenue  is  due  to  the  neutrality  of  the 
nited  States,  during  the  continuance  of  war  in  Eu- 
tpe.  Tet,  if  the  reyenue  of  1802,  tfie  xnAy  year  of 
uiopean  peace  since  1792,  be  considered  as  the  best 
isis  on  wnieh  to  fimn  an  estimate,  this,  vrith  an  addi- 
on  of  ten  per  cent,  on  account  of  the  increase  of  pop* 
lation  for  three  years,  and  of  near  800,000 dollars,  the 
mputed  revenue  of  New  Orleans,  will  give  a  result 
fnear  eleven  millions  and  a  half.  The  statement  B 
fhibita  in  detail  the  several  species  of  men^anifise 
ad  other  sources  from  which  that  revenue  was  collects 
d  during  the  year  1804. 

The  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands 
as  been  greater  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
leptember,  1806,  than  that  of  any  preceding  year.  It 
ppears  by  the  statement  C  that,  during  that  period, 
esides  146,000  acres  sold  to  ponons  claiming  a  right] 


$12,600,000 


of  pre-emption,  $474,000  acres  have  been  diapoeed.of, 
at  the  oidinazy  sales;  maldng,  allogetlier,  with  tlie 
preceding  sales,  from  the  time  when  the  land  offices 
Wflke  opened  in  1800  and  1801,  an  aggregate  of  near 
two  millions  of  aerss.    The  actual  payments  by  pur- 
chasers, which,  durinflT  the  year  ending  on  the  80th 
September,  1804y  had  aasonnted  to  482,000  doUars;  and 
,had  net,  in  any  one  previous  year,  exceeded  260,000 
dollais,  have>  during  tbe  year  ending  en  tile  90th  Sep* 
tember,  1806,  amowtte^  to  blh/M  dollan;  of  which 
som  686,000  dollars  were  paid  in  ■Pfoie,  and  the  resi- 
due in  stodc  of  thf  public  debt    The  specie  receipta 
from  that  source  may,  for  the  ensuing  year,  be  safoly 
estitaated  at  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  receipts  arising  from  the  pensMaent  revenue  of 
the  United  States  may,  therefore,  without  even  in- 
dodhig  the  duties  on  postage  and  other  small  inci* 
dental  brandias,  be  cenqputod,  for  Oe  year  1806,  at 
twelve  millioai  aad^ve  hundrsd  ikum* 
sand  dollars      .        .        -        -        . 
The  payments  in  the  Tleaeary, during  the 
same  year,  ott  account  of  the  tempoia^ 
ry  loans  constituting  the  <*  Mediterra* 
nean  fund"  which  will  have  aoemed 
to  the  31st  day  of  March  next,  are  es- 
timated at  nine  hundred  thovaanddel- 
lais,  and  about  one  hundred  thousand 
may  be  expectsd  from  the  arrears  of 
intsnisl  duties  and  of  the  direct  tax, 
and  from  ether  incidental  branches; 
making  ^  temperarr  and  iBcidsatal 
leesiptei  one  million  dollars 
The  balance  of  necie  in  the  Treasury, 
which,  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
Jest,  amounted  to  4,675,664  doUa;s, 
will,  as  the  receipts  and  current  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  quarter  may 
be  considered  as  neariy  equal,  be  di- 
minished at  the  end  of  this  year,  only 
by  the  payments  on  account  of  the 
American  claims  assumed  by  the  con- 
vention   with   France ;    and   as  the 
whole  amount  of  Ihose  claims  which 
remained  unpaid  on  the  30th  day  of 
September  last,  will,  in  this  estimate, 
be  stated  amongst  the  erpenditures  of 
1806,  die  whole  of  ^e  above-mention- 
ed balance  may  be  added  to  the  re- 
ceipts of  that  year,  vis:     -        .        • 


1,000,000 


4,676,000 


Making,  in  the  whole,  an  aggregate  of 
more  than  eighteen  millions  of  doDars   918,076,000 
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ExpenditurtB, 
The  expenses  of  the  year  1806,  whidi  mwt  be  de- 
frayed out  of  tboee  resources,  are,  like  Uie  revenue, 
either  of  a  permanent  nature  or  tqinporary. 

The  permanent  expenses  are  estimated  at  ll,460,r 
000  dollars,  and  consist  of  the  ibUowing  items,  viz : 
1.  The  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt,  of  which  more  than  4,000,000  dol- 
lars will  be  appUcable  to  the  discharge  of  the  piinci<* 
pal,*  and  the  residue  to  the  payment  of 

intezeat -     $8,000,000 

8.  For  the  civil  department  and  all  do- 
mestic exjpensea  of  a  ciTil  nature,  in*' 
cludhig  mvalid   pensions,  the  light- 
house and  mint  establishments,  the 
expenses  of  surveying  public  lands, 
the  third  instalment  of  the  loan  due  to    • 
Maryland,  and  a  sum  of  150,000  dol- 
lars, to  meet  such  misDelliuieouii  claims  * 
or  grants  as  may  be  allowed  by  Con- 
gress       -        •        -        -        -      '•        1,160,000 
8.  For  expenses  inddekit  to  the  inler- 
ooqrse  with  fOTvign  nations,  including 
the  permanent  appropriations  for  Al- 
giers        -        •        -        ....  900,000 
4.  For  the  Military  and  Indian  depart- 
ments, including  the  jpermaaent  apphi- 
priations  for  certain  Indian  tribes        -        1,080,000 
8,  For  the  Naval  establishment,  (exdu- 
•ively  of  deficiencies  for  the  service  of 
the  yearn  1804  and  1806,  which  «re 
estimated  at  $600,000)     •                *        1,070,000 


The  extraordinaiy  demands  for  tiie 
year  1806  amount  to  foqir  miHiims  «f 
doUam,  vix : 
The  Navy  defidenctee  for  1804  and  1806, 

as  above-mentioned  -        -  $600,000 
And  the  balance  of  the  Amer^ 

lean  claims  assumed  by  the 

French  convention,  whidi 

remained   unpaid    on   the 

thirtieth  of  September  last, 

amounting  to    •       ^       *  8,400,000 


$ll,460jOOO 


4,000,000 


altogetlnr 


$16,460,000 


It  appears  from  the  preceding  'statement,  that  the 
permanent  revenues  of  the  ''United  States  wOl,  during 
the  ensuing  year,  exceed  the*  permanent  expenditures 
more  than  one  milliop  of  dollars;  and  that  the  mon- 
eys already  on  hand,  together  with  tiie  temporary  re- 
sources of  the  year,  will,  after  leaving  die  sum  which 
it  is  always  necessary  to  keep  in  the  Treasuvy,  be  suf- 
ficient to.  discharge  the  Navy  deficiencies,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  the  claims  assumed  by  the  conven- 
tion with  France,  the  large  receipts  of  last  year  ren- 
dering it  unnecesary  to  recur  for  that  object  to  the  loan 
authorised  by  the  act  of  the  10th  of  November,  18p3. 

Mediterranean  FuntL 
It  appears  by  the  statement  B  that  the  additional 
duty  of  two-and-a-half  per  cent,  on  goods  paying  duti^s 
ad  valorem,  which  constitutes  the  "  Mediterraneaii 
fund,"  amounted  during  the  last  six  months  of  1804,  to 
663,038  dollars.  And  it  is  ascertained  that  the  amount 
of  daty  aMEued  during  the  year  ending  on  the  dOth 


day  of  June,  1806,  was  990,000  doDsaa.  This  appszfst 
product  will,  it  is  true,  be  diniinished  by  mibeeqiieat  G- 
(lortations ;  but  it  is  believed,  from  a  view  of  the  vitee 
of  the  goods  imported  in  1803  and  1804,  whkh  m 
charged  with  that  duty,  that  the'frmd  maj  bealnated 
as  producing  nearly  900,000  dollars  a  year.  If  tlist 
estunate  be  correct,  the  fimd  will  nlffinatriy  podaoe, 
during  the  one  year  and  nine  montlu  ooauacadng  en 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1804,  and  ending  on  the  Slit  day 

of  March,  1806 $1,575,000 

The  expenses  herett^bre  charged  on  that 
fond,  have  been,  viz : 

Paid  in  1804,  to  the  Navy  Department,  un- 
der the  act  constituting  the 

fond $536,000 

Paid  in  1806,  to  the  said  De- 
partment, by  virtue  of  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of 
86th  January,  1806     -        -       690,^ 


Makingt  altogether, 

« 

And  feaving  an  unappippriated  snrphis, 
tlqaatedat    ..... 


i,usjMe 


460/100 


But  which  will  be  more  than  absoibed  biy  fbie  Navj 

deficiencies  above-mrationed. 

The  moneys  actually  received  or  tp  be  received  isn 
the  Treasuiy,  on  account  of  that  fond,  prior  to  the  M 
day  of  January,  1806,  are  estimated  at  about  600,0Qi 
doUaiB.  The  residue  will  be  received  betwaea  tint 
day.  and  the  81st  of  March,  1807,  and  credit  lias  beee 
taken  for  a  sum  of  900,000  dollars  on  that  sooraat,  in 
the  preceding  estimate  of  the  receipts  of  the  yetr  1806. 

PvbkeDebt. 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  principal  of  ^  pnV 

lie  debt  have,  during  the.  year  ending  on  the  36ck 

.  September,  1806,  exceeded  four  millioiis  thm  hsM- 

dred  and  seventy-seVen  thousand  dollars,  as  appcan 

by  estimate  D        -        •        .        -   $4^77,8^  63 

The  two  last  instalments  due  to  Great 
Britain,  imd  amounting  to  one  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  and  seventy*six 
thousand  dollars,  have  also  been 
discharged  during  the  smne  period,       1,776,060  61 


Making,  in  the  whole,  a  reimburse- 
ment  of  more  than  six  millions  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 


(^153,8»€3 


As  the.  exportation  of  the  specie  neceasary  to  ds* 
charge  the  last-mentioned  instalment,  would  lire 
been  sensibly  folt,  it  was  found  eligible  to  pay  k  m. 
London,  in  conformity  with  the  authority  given  bf  tk 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1806;  and  the  operatkui  W 
e£bcted  at  par,  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
It  appears  by  the  same  statement  D, 

that  the  payments  on  account  of  the 

public  debt,  from  the  Ist  April,  1801, 

to  the  30th  September,  1805,  have 

amounted  to  almost  $18,000,000    -     17,954,790  49 
During  the  same  period  there  have 

been  paid  to  Great  Britldn,  in  satia- 

foction  and  discharge  of  the  money 

which  the  United  States  might  have 

been  liable  to  pay,  in  pursuance  ol 

the  provisions  of  the  6th  article  of 

the  Treaty  of  1794        -        -        •      8^661^  ^ 


L49 


APPENDIX. 


1150 


Btridencei  of  Fubiic  Debt. 


t&e  balance  in  the  Treaaoiy  amounted, 
on  the  1ft  day  of  April,  1801,  to 

91,794,063  59 
nd  on  the  80th  day  of 
September,  1806,  to    4,575,664  87 

aking  an  increaae  of.  1^,781,601  78 

>om  which,  deductinf 

the  proeeeds   of  the 

sales    of    the    Bank 

aharee       -      .  •        •  1,287,600  00 


saves  for  the  increase  arising  from 
the  ordinary  revenue    r       '        ' 

flJung,  in  the- whole,  a  difljerenoe  of 
more  than  twenty-two  millions  of 
dollars  in  isTor  of  the  United  States, 
during  thtt  period  of  timryem  and 
ahalf 


1,494,001  78 


•18,113,79$  Vr 


In  order  to  give  a  more  general  and  concise  riew  of 
e  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  *United  States, 
iring  the  four  years,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of 
pril,  1801,  and  ending  on  the  *81st  day  of  March, 
(06,  than  can^  deriTod  from  the  annual  printed  ac- 
»ttnts,  a  statement,  marked  H,  and  isveral  explana- 
fy  statements^  ma^ed  H  1,  to  H  8,  haVe  been  added 

those  which  usually  accompany  this  r^pont. 

From  those  it  appe^rs^  that  a  sum  of  fifty  millions  tax 
andred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
xty-seven  dollars  and  four  cents,  has  t>een  paid  into 
16  Treasuiy  during  that  period,  viz : 
rom  duties  on  tonnage,  and  on  the 

importation  of  foreign  metebandise  $46,174,887  23 
rom   all  othir  lources,    (including    i 

$1,596,171  43  cents,  arising  from 

the  sales  of  Bank  shares  and  of  pub- 

Uc  ve«els>    -  •        -        -      6,492,629  82 

60,667,467  04 


And  that  the  expenditures,  during  the  same  period, 

avo  amounted  to  forty  nine  millions  rix  hundred  and 

ixty  five  thousand  five  bundled  and  twenty-seven  dol- 

trs  and  filty-six  cents;  whidi  have  been  disbursed  fi^ 

!ie  following  purposes : 
L  Less  than  ono-third  of  the  whole  has  been  suiB* 

lent  to  defray  all' the  eonent  expenses  of  the  United 

Itates,  vis: 

^or  the  civil  list,  and  all  domestic  ex-, 
penses  of  a  dfil  na- 
ture ...  3,786,114  79 

i^or  Uie  ffiilitaiy  estab- 
lishment and  Indian 
department       -        -  4,405,192  26 

'*or  the  naval  establish- 
ment       ...  4,842,636  15 

^or  the  expenses  attend- 
ing intercourse  with 
foreign,  nations  -  1,071,437  84 


Amonnting,  altogether,  to        •    14,106,380 
t.  Near  one-third  was  neoeasaiy  to  pay 

the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  vis :     16,278,700 

On  which  subject  it  may  not  be  im- 
[m>peT  to  observe,  that  a  part  of  that 
lum,  amounting  to  92,160,000,  was 
paid  on  account  of  the  interest  on  the 


04 
96 


deferred  stock,  a  charge  which  com- 
menced only  in  the  year  1 801 ,  afid  was, 
therefore,  in  addition  to  the  annual 
sum  wanted  before  that  year,  for  the 
pf^rment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 
3.  More  than  one-third,  and  which 
may  be  considered  as  the  surplus  rev- 
enue of  the  United  States,  during  that 
period,  has  been'  applird  toward  the  re- 
imbursement and  extinguishment  of 
the  debt,  viz : 

On  account  of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  proper    «    ^16,817,663  92 
hi  payment  of  debts 
contracted     before 
the  Ist  day  of  April, 
1801,  and    arising 
under  the    British 
Treaty  ^nd  under 
the    French    Con- 
vention of  the  30th ' 
September,  1800  *-      2,963,782  65^ 

■ 19,281,446  67 

$49,666,627  66 

It  is  sufficiently  evidiint,  that,  while  one*third  of  the 
national  revenue  is  necessarily  absorbed  by  the  pay* 
ment  of  interest,  a  persevering  s|)plication  of  the  re* 
sources  aflbrded  by  seasons  of  peace  and  prosperity,  to 
the  discharge  of  ^  principal,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  Legislature,  is  the  only  eflectual  mode  by  which 
the  United  States  can  ultimatelv  obtain  the  full  com- 
mand of  their  revenue,  and  die  nee  disposal  of  all  their 
resoarees.  Every  year  produces  a  diminution  of  interest, 
and  a  positive  increase  of  revenue.  Four  years  more 
win  be  sufficient  to  discharge,  (in  addition  to  the  annual 
reimbuisements  on  the  6  per  cent  and  deforred  stocks,) 
the  lemainder  of  the  Dutdi  debt,  and  the  whole  of  the 
eig^t  per  cent.  Navy  six  per  oent.,  five  and  a  half  per 
cent*  and  four  and  a  half  per  cent  stocks.  .  As  the 
portion  df  the  public  debt  wnich  shall  thea  remain  un- 
paid, will  consist  of  the  six  per  cent  deferred,  and  Lott« 
ijiana  stocks,  neither  of  which  can  be  leimbursed,  ex« 
oept  at  the  periods,  and  in  the  proportions  fixed  by  oon^ 
tract,  and  of  the  three  per  cent  stock,  which  its  low 
rate  of  interest  will  render  it  ineligible  to  discharge  at 
ito  nominal  value,  the  rapidity  of  the  reduction  of  the 
debt,  beyond  >the  annual  reimbursements  permitted  by 
the  contracts,  will,  after  the  year  1609,  depend  on  tM 
price  at  which  purchases  may  be  elfoeted.  And,  riteuld 
dreumstances  render  it  eligible,  a  consider^le  portion 
of  the  revenue  .now  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  may 
then,  in  oonfonntty  with  existing  provisions,  be  applied 
to  oUier  objects. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Seeretmry  qf  the  Treasury. 

TaxABuaT  DxPAaTXxjrT,  Dec  9,  1806. 


EVIDENCES  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Dec.  28,  1806.] 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  28, 1805. 

I  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  <encIo8e  the  copy  of 
the  extract  of  a  letter  poiDtiog  oat  certain  abuses, 
which  are  said  to  arise  from  (he  operation  of  the 
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law  authorizing  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  passed  on  the  8d  day  of  March,  aeren- 
teen  hundred  and  ninety*sef  en. 

Although  the  letter  having  been  received  only 
a  few  days  ago,  it  has  not  yet  been  ascertained 
whether  the  facts  alluded  to  are,  in  this  instance, 
truly  stated,  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  abuses 
may  take  place,  and  that,  whilst  the  law  continues 
in  K>rce,  it  will  be  difficult  to  prevent  them. 

Indeed,  it  cannot  be  dcmbted  that^  with  iFery 
few  exceptions,  the  law  is  of  no  utility  taactml 
purchasers.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt,  the  act  is  useless,  since  the  annual 
i4>propriation  of  eight  millions  of  dothirs  has  been 
made ;  and  it  may,  on  the  contrary,  by  creating  a 
competition  in  the  market,  impede  the  obiect 
whenever  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  apply  a 
wti  of  the  appropriation  to  purchases  of  the  debt. 
To  this  may  be  added,  that  the  uncertainty  result- 
ing from  the  provision  of  the  payments  in  specie, 
which  might  otherwise  be  relied  upon,  deranges 
tiie  geaeral  operations  of  the  Treasury. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  by  the  act  of 
the  8ih  of  May,  1792,  aiid  all  the  subsequent  acts 
contain  a  similar  proTision,  the  OoamiifliBioiiers  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  are  authprind  to  purchase  the 
debt  of  the  United  States  at  its  market  price,  if 
not  exceeding  the  par  or  true  vaKie  thereof. 

This  last  limitation  does  not  s&em  sufficiently 
explicit ;  but  the  construction  heretofore  adopted, 
and  which  will  be,  of  course,  adhered' to.  unless 
altered  jby  aa  explanatory  act, .  is,  that,  oy .  true 
value,  is  meant  the  nominal  valua  or  amount  of 
the  stock.  It  follows,  that,  on  the  one  faaad,  the 
CMnmissioners  may  give  one  hundred  dollars  for 
et«ry  nominal  boiulred  dollara  of  the  three  per 
eent.  stock,  provided  they  shall  not  gite  ukore 
than  the  marxet  price;  whilst,  on  the  ciher  hand, 
they  are,  in  fiKt,  precluded  from  ^making  any 
purchases  of  the  eight  per  cent,  stock,  a«  its  mar- 
let  must  necessaHly  exceed  Its  nominal  value. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  respectfully  to  subnut  the 
propriety  of  nxLng,  absdutely,  by  law,  the  price 
which  the  Commissioners  may  give  for  stock. 
That  for  the  sic  and  deferred  «tock  nMyreaaaia 
as  it  now  stands,  thai  is  to  say,  not  to  exeeed  the 
Bomtnal  value  of  its  unredeemed  amooAi;  the 
limitatiim  in  relatton  to  the  three  per  eenl.  scook 
Bwy  be  easily  fixed,  at^aay  r«te  whioli  Coogrtai 
may  think  proper. 

That  for  the  eight  per  cent,  stock  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  fix,  because  its  sinks,  every  quarter,  in 
value,  and  will  continue  so  till  the  first  day  of 
January,  1809,  when  it  becomes  redeemable,  and 
therefore,  equal  to  its  nominal  value.  It  may,  in 
the  mean  while,  be  considered  as  consbting,  first, 
of  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  payable  at  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  and  worth  par;  secondly,  of  an  annuity 
of  two  per  cent,  a  year,  (or  rather  at  the  rate  of 
half  per  cent,  quarterly)  which  will  cease,  also, 
on  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, and  when  the  stock  will  be  paid  on. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  true  value  of  the 


stock,  calcuhited  on  that  priseifiley  and  cm  a  laf- 
position  that  a  sa  per  cent,  stow  is  at  par.  for  tke 
first  day  of  every  qimrter  from  the  1st  of  Jtaoarr, 
1806,  (o  the  1st  of  January,  1809.  It  mmL  hov* 
ever,  be  observed,  that,  ibom  tlie  first  diy,  ^ 
within  fourteen  days  of  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
the  stock  will  progress  a  little  in  valoe,  astiiettme 
of  receiving  tne  dividend  approaches.  Bat  on 
that  account,  and  because  the  rariatioos  ia  the 
prices  of  stock  do  not  ascend  to  such  minms  fiac- 
tions  as  are  exhibited  in  the  table,  it  may  be  more 
simple  to  fix  the  limitation  hj  the  gross  amooai 
of  the .  two  per  cent,  annuity  which  may,  at  tk 
time^  be  still  demandable,  without  makiagany  de- 
duction for  the  discotml.  The  eommisaoaen 
would,  on  that  princi^,  be  autkoriaed  to^ve  no 
more  that  106  per  eeaL  dmrias^  the  first  ^aarier 
of  the  year  1806,  ao  more  thiui  105^  per  cent  do- 
rtae  the  jensaing  quarter,  and  so  oa,  dimiiMahiag 
half  per  eeat  each  quarter,  so  as  to  give  ao  more 
than  lOO^  per  cent,  duniig  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1808^  and  paying  at  par,  aeeocdiag  to  eon- 
tract^  the  residae  of  the  unparehased  priacipai^on 
the  Xst  of  January,  18Q9l  These  ^ne  two  o^Cux 
limitatioBs,  in  the  powefe  of  the  eonamnsaoaeiB 
to  purchase  stock,  which  may  reqaire  some  modi- 
flicatioas.  By  the  first,  no  porcmne  eaa  be  mada 
except  during  the  first  thirty  days  cyf  each  qoarter 
-^-a  provision,  the  object  of  whieh  I  eaanot  per- 
ceive; as  '.the  situation  of  the  Treasury  ao^  (fie 
price  of  stock  may  often  render  another  more  eligi- 
ole.  The  other  directs  the  purchases  to  be  made 
by  a  known  agent,  and  by  open  purchase,  ot  by 
receiving  si^l^  proposals;  and^  al though  it  may 
be  more  eligible  for  to^  commissioners  themselTes 
to  make  the  purchase  in  that  way,  because  it  vill 
prevent  any  improper  impntatioa  attaching  to 
their  conduct,  it  is  not  less  true  that  that  mod« 
must  necessarily  raise  the  price  of  stoc^  aad  jve- 
vent  any  purchases  on  favorable  terms. 

Although  there  are  yet  coasidetahle  aarti  <^ 
the  public  debt  ^hich  may  he  retmborse^jas  pur- 
chases may,  however^  be  found,  tmder  ccrttis  cir- 
cumstances, aiofe  advaatageoDB,  to  the  Uaiisi 
States,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  these  oh- 
servatioas  before  we  Ctmuaittee  oi  Ways  aai 
Meaiis.  But  I  beg,  at  theaaacie,  time  to  be  iada^ed 
in  expressing  my  opinion,  that  a  sinkiag  tei 
which  acts  by  pw^haee  is  better  ealealated  tDnaa 
the  prices  of  stock,  and  as  an  eaffiae  to  foror  loav 
and  an  increase  of  debt,  than  for  the  purpoee  d 
redeeming  it  on  reasonable  terms.  And  as  ek 
nature  of  the  exisiini^  species  of  stocks  will  offr 
a  powerful,  perhaps  msuperable  obstacle,  to  die 
whole  redemption,  within  the  time  contemplated 
by  the. Legislature,  I  intend,  in  a  subsequent  com- 
munication, to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  tke 
committee,  a  plan  for  the  conversion  of  the  oii 
six  deferred  and  three  per  cent,  stocks  into  a  su 
t^r  cent,  stock,  which  may  be  redeemed  withiat&e 
expected  period, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  du:. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  the  Hon.  Joaa  Randolph, 

Chairman  of  the  Commiiiee 

^  Waiif9  a9id  Mtaim, 
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kn  estimata  exhibiting  the  trne  valae  of  one  hundred 
doUflo-i  eighl  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  after  tlie 
year  1808,  on  the  snmMMition  of- six  per  centatock 
being  at  par»  for  the  firat  day  of  each  quarter,  from 
the  l0t  January,  1806|  to  the  lat  Jannaiy,  1809. 


•  $105  46 

-  108  74 

-  101  98 

-  100  00 

-  106  04 

-  103  ao 

•  l6l  46 


104  61 

103  86 
100  98 

104  18 

105  39 
100  49 


[n  the  year  of  1806,  January  1 
[n  the  year  of  1807,  Januaiy  1 
(n  the  year  of  1808,  Januaiy  1 
in  the  year  of  1809,  Januaiy  1 
n  the  year  oi  1806,  April  I 
n  the  year  of  1807,  Apnl  1 
h  the  year  of  1808,  April  1 
n  the  year  of  1809,  April  I. 
n  the  year  of  1806,  July  1  • 
n  the  year  of  1807,  July  1  • 
Ji  the  year  of  1808,  July  1  - 
n  the  year  of  1809,  July  1. 
In  the  year  of  1806,>  October  1 
in  the  year  of  1807,  October  1 
In  the  year  of  1808,  Ojctober  1 
[n  the  year  of  1809,  October  1. 

Extract  of  a  letter,  d^. 
"  The  clerks  in  that  office  are  engaged  in  what 
they  call  the  stock  business.  They  get  stock 
ransferred,  in  payment  for  the  lands,  of  such 
)eopIe  as  will  pay  them  their  money  without  ta* 
ung  an  office  receipt.  Now,  the  ^  grievance  that 
[  would  complain  of  is,  that  it  ia  almost  impossi- 
)le  to  get  business  done  in  *that  office,  unless  the 
)erson  -  applying  will  .consent  to  let  them  have 
their  money  that  they  may  pay,  in  stock;  A»  for 
ny  part,  I  bad  rather  do  my  own  business.  .When 
1  man  goes  into  the  office,  one  of  the  cierks  ad- 
Iresses  him,  that  he  cannot  hare  his  business 
lone,  unless  he  waits  two  or  three  days;  and  re- 
iommends  to  him  to  leave  his  monev  with  ano- 
her  one,  which  I  suppose  to  be  a  ^lerk  also,  who 
offers  to  do  the  business  for  him,  provided  he  will 
et  him  transfer  stock  for  his  pavment ;  and  thus 
liey  worry  many  people  out  or  their  money.  As 
o  this  stock  business,  I  know  nothing  about  it  i 
lad  as  it  is  no  advantage  to  me,  I  had  rather  pay 
ny  money  and  get  my  receipt  without  furtner 
rouble." 


SINKING  FUND. 

(Communicated  to  die  Senate,  Feb.  6, 1806.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
pectfuily  report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
>T  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  5th  of 
i'^ebruary,  1805,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
)leted,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
vtary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated  the 
ourth  day  of  the  oresent  month,  and  in  thestate- 
aents  therein  referred  to^  which  are  herewith 
ransmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
Us  report 

Q.  CLINTON.  PreiiderU  of  the  Senate. 

J.  MARSHALL,  O^JiuHce. 

JAMES  MADISON, Secretaryof  Stait. 

A.  GALLATIN,  Secretary  of  TVeaeury. 

J.  BRECKENRIDGE,  Attorney  Gen'raL 
Washington,  Feb.  5, 1806. 

9th  Cow.— 37 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfuUr  reports 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Funa: 

That  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  at  the  doaa 
of  the  year  1808,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  aner  that  year,  which  balance,  as  appears  by 
the  statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty- aix  dollars 
and  fifty  one  cents  ....  $1,349,136  61 

Together  with  ttie  disbursements  made 
dunng  the  year  1 804  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  account  of  the  princqxal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  which  dis- 
bursements, as  appears  by  the  state- 
ment C,  annexed  to  the  last  annual 
^  report,  amounted  to  eight  millions  two 
'  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and 
fifty-fi^e  cents  •        -        -        -    8,259,846  55 

And  with  a  further  sum  arising  fi^m 
profit  on  the  remittances  from  Amer- 
ica to  Europe,  purchased-  in  the  year 
1804,  which  profits,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  P,  annexed  to  th^  last  an- 
nual report,  amounted  to  forty^five 
.  thousand  forty-nine  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-five isenU     45,049  35 


And  amounting,  altogether,  to  nine  mil- 
lions six  hundred  and  fifty-four  thou- 
sand and  thirty-one  dollars  and  thirty- 


one  cents 


9,654,031  31 


HsTe  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  via : 

1.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year  1804,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  protested 
bills,  and  of  advances  made  to  Commissioners  of 
Loans,  as  appears  by  the  statement  E»  annexed  to 
the  last  annual  report,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand,  fi>ur  hundred  and  forty-six 
doUsra  and  fifty-one  cents         -        -    $121,446  51 

2.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 
the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as  aseettained  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amount,  as  will,  appear  by  the  state- 
ment A,  io  seven  millions  two  hunr ' 
dred  and  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  nine  dollars  and  sixty-aix  oents: 
1st.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the 
prnidpalofthedebt  •  8,207,587  65 
2d.  Paid  on  aeeount  of 

the  interest  and  chaiges 

on  the  same       •       -  4,008,022  01 

7;il5,609  66 

8<  The  balanoe  remaining  unexpended 
at  ti^e  doae  of  the  year  1804,  and  ap- 
plicable to  payments  falling  due  after 
that  year,  afcertained  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasttiy  Department* 
amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment B,  to  two  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars  and  four- 


teen cents 


2,316,975  14 
9,654,081  81 
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UmA,  during  the  yew  1806,  the  foUowinflr  dkbume- 
ineDte  were  made  out  of  the  Tieaeuiy,  on  aooount 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pubUc  debt : 

1,  On  account  of  the  reimbonement  and  interest  of 
the  domestic  debt     ....  $4,583,960'  54 

8.  On  account  of  domestic  loans,  ob- 
tained from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  viz:  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal  .  -  -  -  700,000  00 
On  account  of  the  interest    66,170  U 


8.  On  account  of  the  domestic  unfund- 
ed debt    ----.- 

4.  On  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest  of  the  fi»reign  debt,  and  of  the 
interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock 


766,170  12 
8,061  71 


-    1,980,316  70 


Amounting,  altogether,  as  will  appear 
bj  the  annexed  Ust  of  warrants,  C, 
to  seven  millions  three  hundred  and 
twen^-eight  thousand  five  hundred 
and  nme  dollars  and  soTon  cents      •    7,328,609  07 

"Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  billowing 

funds,  viz: 
1.  From  the  fund  constituting  the  annual  ^>propna. 
tien  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  year  1806, 
yu  I  from  the  fund  arising  from  interest  on  the  debt 
transferred  to  the  Commiasioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  as  per  account  I  •     711,737  41 
Prom  the  funds  arising 
from  the  sales  of  publm 
lande,  being  the.emount 
of  moneys  paid  into  the 
Treasury  from  1st  July, 
1804,  to  the  30th  June, 
1806,  as  per  account  K     668^21  63 
From  the  proceeds  of  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  im- 
jK»rted,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels  5,904,839  37 


7,170»098  41 


Which  sum  of  $7,17<M)98  41,  together 
with  the  sum  advanced  during  the 
year  1804,  on  accoa&t  of  the  appro- 
priation fi>r  thi  year  1806^  amoQAl- 
ing,  as  appeeft  by  the  last  sAnual 

Xrt,  to  #880,901  60,  mafase,  in  tho- 
le, the  amiaal  ^ipHipriatibn,  ht 
the  year  1806,  el     -       $8^000|000 


=xc 


2.  From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  impovtod,  aind 
on  the  tonnage  of  ahq[ie  or  vessels,  ad- 
maneed  in  part,  and  on  account  of  tiie 
annual  appropriatioja  for  the  year  1806 

3.  From  repayments  ii\  the  Treasury,  on 
•ocount  of  remiltaaees  purchased  fiMr 
providing  for  the  fbreign  debt,  and  of 
advances  made  to  Cemmiasiotters  of 
Loans,  as  wiH  appear  by  the  statement 
E,  via:  Repayment  of  the  purchase 
money  and  advances  *  .  66,708  02 
Damages  and  intereet  recov- 
ered      -        -        -        -  20,781  20 


67,716  Of 


4.  From  the  mon^s  appropriated  by  law, 
ftv  paying  oommissions  to  agents  em* 


87,434  22 


played  in  the  purchase  of  remittaiioea, 
for  the  foieign  debt,  being  the  iWMniit 
paid  at  the  Treasuiy,  during  the  year 
1806,  forthst  objeet,  ae  will  appear  bgr 
thestatemanlC          ....      9^26042 
,  That    the   above-mentioiiod 
ments,  together  with  the 
boUnce  of  dollars   ...         -t^UilKhH 
Which .  remained  unexpended  nl  tbo 
dose  of  the  year  1804,  and  wilk  a 
further  sum  arising  from  piofit  cna  re- 
mittances from  America  to  Esrofe, 
purchased  in  the   year   1806,  and 
•mounting,  as  will  appear  Iff  the  atete- 
montD,  to U7,137a 


And  amounting,  altogether,  to  nine 
Uons  seven  hundred  and  eix^r-iwo 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twentyHmo 
doUam  and  seventy-three  cents         -  9,161,1611 73 

^  ■■~~~~~"^"~" 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  aaaoal  rqxirt,  in 
conformi^  with  the  aocounte  which  ahall  then  have 
been  rendered  to  the  Treasury  Deportment.  That,  in 
the  mean  while,  the  manner  in  wfaidi  the  aaid  sum  bsi 
been  applied  is  estimated  ae  follows: 

1.  The  repayments  into  the  TVeaemy,  on  eeoooat  4f 
principal,  have,  during  the  year  1805,  anMnrated,  at 
Inr  the  above-mentioned  etateaent  £,  te  966,76301 

2.  The  sums  aetnally  apfdied,  during  tiie 
year  1806,  to  the  pajmont  of  the  pdnc^ 
pal  and  interest  of  the  public  dsht,  are 
estimaledae  foUow%viB:  1st  Paid  in 
reimbuisisnent  of  the  piincqiai  of  the 
puhUo  debt  -  -  -  8,306,201  61 
2d.  Paid  on  aocou|it  of  in- 
terest and  .chtfgoa  on 

Um  same    -        •        -  4,142,853  18 

8,048,144  W 

As  wiU  appear  by  the  estimate  F.  '  - 

3.  Th9  balance  remaining  unexpended  at 
the  dose  of  the  year  1806,  and  applica- 
ble to  payments  fiJling  due  after  that 

yeer,  is  estimated,  as  per  eetimate  G,  at  9,781,621  79 

e  *^*^^"^^^^*^ 

'  That  no  purchases  of  the  pubHe  debt  have  bes 
made  sinoe  the  date  otthe  lest  report  to  Congiesi. 

And  that  the  statement  H.  exhibita  tfie  aaoont  sf 
stock  transferred  to  the  Cdaniiaakinata  of  the  Si^m 
Fund,  in  trust  for  the  United  States,  to  the  31st  Df 
comber^  1806^  indndnr  the  enm»ef  f0a,8<P  41,  beav 
the  aggregate  of  the  eeveral  speciea  of  atedLtnar 
ferred  in  the  year  1806,  in  payment  for  pnhlk  lands. 

All  which  IS  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATDT, 
Seeretmy  ofikt  TWaaio^ 

TnxAtirmr  DxrABTxiirr,  Feb.  4,  1806. 


8PAIIC. 


[Communicated  December  10,  1805»] 
To  Ifo  Smaie  and  Htnm  of 

lUprmniathm of  th€  IMudStmieB.' 

The  enclosed  documents  relatinj^  to  mj  Mes- 

sage  of  the  6th  instant,  not  being  ready  at  tkit 

date,  I  thought  It  better  not  to  detain  the  Mcss^e. 

but  to  commanicate  these  papers  aftownrds)  as 
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supplementary  to  those  then  sent.    They  are  not 
of  a  nature  to  be  deemed  confidential. 

TH.  JEPPBRSONi 
DbcbmbAr  10, 1805. 

Extract  of  a  letter  £rom  Charles  Pinckney,  Bs^.,  Min- 
ister at  Madrid,  to. the  Secretary  of  State  dated 

AucRlST,  1805. 

I  hare  written  to  ^ou  lately  very  often,  inform- 
ing yon- of  the  Spaniarids  being  now  in  the  habit 
of  capturing  our  vessels  as  much  as  during  the 
last  war.  The  following  i9  the  list  transaiitted  to 
me  of  American  vessels  taken  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  seat  into  Algeziras  for  adjudication,  since  my 
last  to  you : 

Brigantine  Ann  Isabel^  of  Virginia,  Williams, 
master;  brigantine Verenes, Pisa ;  brigantine^ Di- 
do, Shail,  master,  from  Marblehead ;  ship  Mary, 
Robert  Stevenson ;  ship  Eagle,  Nehemech  Bha- 
ler,  last  from  Liveri)Ool;  brl^ntine  Jefferson, 
Simon  Buhmond ;  brigantine  Polly  and  Nancy.' 
of  BaltimOTe,  John  Qroan;  schooner  Molenttue, 
John  Waterman,  of  New  York;  schooner  Lef- 
fen,  William  Maret,  of  Virginia ;  brigantine  Di- 
ana, Sylvaatec  Simmons,  of  ^ew  Haven. 

extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Plnckney,  Esq.,  Min- 
iBtfii  at  Madrid,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  . 

SBrrmBBR^,  1885^ 

My  last  informed  you  I  was  sti!!  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  remaining  here  until  the  22d  October, 
on  accontir  of  all  the  mules  being  embargoed  for 
the  King's  service  until  that  day,  so  that  I  could 
not  before  go  to  the  Sitio  to  tMke  leave;  th«r  I 
had  still  been  without  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr. 
Erving,  or  Mr.  Bowdoin;  and,  that  not  being  able 
to  wait  for  them'  any  longer,  I  should,  when  I 
went  away,  leave  Mr.  Young  charged  with  our 
afllairs,  until  they,  or  one  of  them  eame;  that,  du- 
ring this  timcL  and  constantly,  I  have  been  busily 
employed  with  this  Court  in  endeavoring  to  ar- 
rest the  numerous  depredations  of  their  priva- 
teers on  our  commerce,  and  their  condemnations  of 
our  vessek,  and  that  to  do  this  my  exertions  have 
not  only  been  unceasing,  but  more  than  twenty 
letters  have  passed  between  Mr.  Cevallos  and 
myself  on  the  subject.  I  have  now  the  pleasure 
to  send  you  the  result  by  enclosing  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  have  just  receiv^  from  Cadiz, 
and  which  I  have  received  in^sach  an  unquestion- 
able shape  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  iu  authenticity* 
By  this  It  appears  my  exertions  have  been  effec- 
tual, and  will  probably  prevent  captures  on  that 
ground. 

From  the  Secretary  of  SUte  and  the  Marine  to  the 
Dhector  General  of  the  Fleet. 

St.  iLoeroNso,  Sept^  3,  ISOS^ 

Sir  :  The  Minister  of  the  United  States,  com* 
plaining  of  new  injuries  and  captures  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  by  Spanish  cruisers,  has  eiven  infor- 
mation of  the  carrying  to  Algeziras  of  eleven  ves* 


sels  of  his  nation,  under  pretext^  as  Jie  says  of 
their  carrying  English  merchandise.  '  The  King, 
being  made  acquainted  with  it,  has  been  pleased 
to  determine,  that,  if  there  be  no  other  cause  for 
the  capture  of  these  vessels  than  that  alleged  by 
the  Minister^  they  should  be  put  at  libertv  again ; 
since,  according  to  the  fifteen tn  article  of  toe  Trea- 
ty with  the  United  States,  "  the  American  flag 
secures  the  freedom  of  the  merchandises,  although 
they  may  be  enemy's  property."  But  if  the  cause' 
of  the  detention^  be  any  other.  His  Majesty  requires 
that  they  be  decided  in  due  course,  and  with  as 
little  delay  as  poiuible.  -  J.  CQmmunicate  it  to  yoa 
by  the  Rojrai  order,  in  ordelr  that  you  may  com*" 
municate  it  to  the  Generab  of  the  Departments 
of  Marine,  in  order  that  they  may  make  it  known 
to  the  commandante  of  marine  m  every.  distriQt, 
and  to  the  owners  of  privateers,  informing  them 
that  they  will  be  responsible  for  the  injuries  they 
may  occasion. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Joeiah  Blakely,  Esq.,  Consul  of 
the  United  States  at  St  Jago,  in  Cubai  to  the  Sec* 
retary  of  State^  dated 

JtJNfi  7,  1805; 

The  brig  Trio,  of  New  York,  from  Liverpool  for 
New  Orleans,  cargo  dry  goods,  has  been  wholly 
unloaded,  and  is  now  ofiered  for  sale.  AfUr  taking 
all  the  dry  goods  out  of  the  ship  Governor  Strong, 
of  Alexandria,  Clark,  master,  her  captors  have 
returned  her  to  the  captain. 

Since  the  last  evacuation  of  Hispaniola,  more 
than  one  thousand  American  seamen  have  been 
landed  in  this  port,  most  of  them  without  clothes, 
and  all  without  any  possible  means  of  support  bat 
such  as  they  receiveTrom  their  own  Gtovernment 

Bztract  from  the  samrto  the  same,  dated 

July  1,  1805. 

The  scene  of  robbery,  destruction,  evasion,  per- 
jury, criMltSr,  and  Insult,  to  which  the>>Americafia 
ciffttil'ed  by  the  French  pirates,  aud  brouttlttinto 
this  and  the  adjacent  ports,  have  been  sonjected, 
perhaps  haa  not  been  equalled  in  a  century  past. 

r^ere  foUows  a  list  of  nineteen-  captured  vea* 
sen,  with  their  cargoes.] 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  John  Stinson,  Com* 
mander  of  the  ship  Huntress,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy."  •■ 

LoNDOHy  August  20jlB05. 

S»:  On  my  arrival  at  Liverpool  I  wrote,  A)r 
the  informatiott  of  Gh>veTnmettt,  ffiving  a  slate* 
meat  of  the  capture  of  the  shlp^  Huntress,  laden 
with  Government  stores.  On  my  arrival  here  Mr* 
Lyman  informing  me  he  had  not  written,  indueed 
me  to  forward  this,  lest  the  first  should  tnisoafvy. 

On  June  the  firati  latitude  36^  20^  north,  longf- 
tttde  74^  50^,  I  was  brought  to  by  a  Spantflk 
schooner  privateer  called  La  Maria,  commanded 
by  Antonio  Lobo  from  Perto  Rico.  The  reason' 
Lobo  gave  for  detaining  the  ship  was  her  being 
bound  for  a  British  port,  and  not  naving  a  Span*' 
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hah  passport.*  After  robbing  the  ship  of  ten  bar- 
rels of  oread,  one  barrel  of  tar,  and  sundry  other 
articles,  took  all  my  crew  out  excepting  the  cabin 
boy;  put  a  prizemaster  and  eleven  Spaniards  on 
board,  and  ordered  the  ship  for  Porto  Rico.  On 
June  9th.  in  sight  of  Bermudas,  was  retaken  by 
two  English  Guineamen;  after  taking  the  Span- 
iards out,  put  a  prizemaster  an<f;  crew  on  board, 
and  ordered  the  ship  for  Liverpool,  where  she  ar- 
rived 16th  ult.  mucn  damaged. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  humble  servant, 

J.  STiNSON. 

Qgpj  of  «  letter  from  Lisvtenant  Joieph  J.  Maxwell 
to  hk  ExceUency  Gsaeral  Caatanio,  Algeoiu. 

'  U.  S.  QUNBOAT,  No.  3, 

Harbor  op  Alosziras,  ,hme  15, 1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acauaint  your  Excel- 
lency that  I  was  this  morning  brought  to  by  four 
Rrmed  boats  uqier  Spanish  colors,  whb^  after  ax- 
ercising  the  utmost  insolence,  and  without  as^ 
signing  the  smallest  Reason,  conducted  me  to  thi^ 
port. 

The  orders  received  from  my  Qoverilment  were 
to  proceed  with  all  possible  desnatch  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  American  squadron  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. The  serious  consequences  attending 
this  unwarrantable  detention  must,  be  too  obvious 
to  your  Excellency  to  require  a  remark.  I  shall 
onljr  observe  that,  if  your  Government  authorizes 
indignities  of  this  nature,  to  my  own  I  roust  ap- 
peal for  redress.  I  am  sensible,  however,  this 
cannot  be  the  case,  and  persuade  myself  that  your 
Excellency  will  readily  redress  the  insult  offered 
the  American  flag  in  this  instance,  and  take 
measures  to  prevent  a  repetition. 

Under  this  impression,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  MAXWELL. 

His  Exoellenoy  General  Cabtanio. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Joseph  J.  Maxwell, 
commanding  Gunboat.  No.  8»  to  Commodore  Jdin 

U.  S.  QONBOAT  No.  3, 

Harbor  op  Syracuse,  July  8. 1805* 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acquaint  yon  that,  on  tne  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  Jun&last,  Gibraltar  oearing  north- 
west, distant  two  leagues.  I  was  brought  to  by 
fdur  Spanish  gunboats,  who,  without  examining 
a  paper,  or  assigning  any  other  reason  than  their 
suspicion  of  mv  being  an  Englishman,  took  charge 
and- conducted  me  into  Algeziras. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  my  guns  were  at 
that  time  in  the  hold.  Immediately  on  my  ar- 
riral,  I  stated,  officially,  the  circumstance  to  the 
Gkneral  of  Marines,  wnich  lalso  enclose  for  your 
perusal.  The  boat  was  instantly  discharged,  with 
-• ' '"  • 

*  She  had  on  board,  besides  the  ordinary  marine 
MpevB,  a  Bpedal  passport  from  the  President  of  the 
Unitad  States,  reciting  the  nature  of  her  cargo,  and  its 
destinaUon  for  the  supply  of  the  Mediterranean  sqnad- 

'?V*'i?*?.^"****^  ®**^-    ^^  ^•^  «!*»  the  passports 
«f  the  British  and  Frendi  Itfinistew. 


many  apologies,  and  offers  of  supplies  said  assist- 
ance, should  I  stand  in  need  of  th^tn.     I  was  re- 
jQuested  to  wait  a  short  time  the  CSeneraPs  answ. 
I  did  so  till  4  P.  M.    ApprehenstTe  1  migbr  be 
detained  much  longer^  and  knowing  the  mport" 
ance  of  the  boats  joining  you  with  oat  theimaJl- 
est  delay,  I  weighed  without  it,  and  stood  orer 
to  the  rock,  where,  fpr  the  first  time  since  our 
separation  on  the  15th  May,  I  foond  the  John 
Adams. 

I  should  have  waited  on  tke  General  of  Mariee 
personally,  but  could  not  procure  pratique. 

I  proceeded  immediately  to  moan  ting  mjgumf 
and  sailed  from  GKbraltar  the  18ili  June. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  air,  yoor 
most  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  MAXWELL. 
'    Commodore  RonoERs. 

Consulate  op  the  U.  S.,  ItiandqfCuba: 

I,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  said  island,  residing  at  the  city  of  Hava- 
na, do  hereby  certify  that  the  docnncients  herenato 
annexed,  marked  with  the  letters  A  to  G  iadn- 
sive,  and  stamped  with  my  >Consalar  seal  are 
true  and  faithful  copies  of  the  originals  lodged 
and  recorded  in  my  office,  having  been  by  me 
therewith  carefully  collated  and  compared. 
'  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  sobscribed  my 
name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office  at  Hanoa 
aforesaid,  the  30tb  day  of  August,  one  thoosand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  in  the  vear  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  tne  thirtieth. 

HENRY  Hn.L,Jf. 
A. 
Consulate  of  tbe  U.  S.,  hland  qf  Ouba: 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  unto  all 
whom  the  same  doth,  shall,  or  may  conoero,  that, 
on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  m^  Henry 
Hill,  jr..  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  Amenca 
for  the  island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  per- 
Aonally  came  and  appeared  Wiiliaia  Cory,  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  master  of  the  brig 
Ann,  and  Caleb  Cory,  mate  of  said  brig,  who  be- 
iuff  severallv  sworn  on  the  Holy  Erangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose  ana  declare, 
that  TOing  at  the  port  of  Cavafias,  in  this  island! 
in  the  month  of  May  last,  where  they  were  load- 
ing  said  vessel  with  a  cargo  for  the  United  States, 
they  saw  lyioff  there  an  American  scbooner  called 
the  Betsey,  of  New  Bedford,  taken  bv  a  Freack 
privateer  called  the  Eugene,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Dumas,  some  time  previous,  and  seat 
into  port,  which  said  schooner  had  a  cargo  is. 
consisting  of  about  seventy-six  puncheons  of  nni 
and  seven  or  eight  barrels  of  sugar. 

That,  during  their  stay  there,  thejr  frequeotff 
saw  the  people  belonging  to  said  prirateer  taking 
out  the  cargo  of  the  said  captured  schooner  sad 
carrying  it  on  shore  and  selling  it. 

Tnat  the  said  privateersmen,  to  their  knowledge, 
took  out  the  whole  of  the  said  vessel's  carm,  ud 
carried  it  on  shore,  where  it  was  sold.  That  it 
was  so  taken  out  and  carried  on  shore  in  opea 
day,  without  any  appearance  of  opposicion  irm 
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the  officers  of  the  said  port  of  Cavafias;  that,  af- 
ter the  said  privateersmen  had  plaodered  the 
whole  of  the  car^o  aforesaid,  aod  taken  it  from 
the  said  vessel,  and  all  her  yaloable  rtggia;  and 
aails,  they  took  the  said  vessel  off  the  month  of 
the  said  harbor  of  Cavafias  and  sunk  her. 
.  And  the  deponent,  William  Gory,  farther  saith, 
that  the  said  privateersman  offered  to  sell  him 
mm  from  the  said  cargo  at  thirty  dollars  a  pun- 
cheon, which  this  deponent  refused  to  buy,  even 
at  that  low. price,  well  (cnowing  they  had  no  title 
to  it,  and  that  in  them  to  dispose  of  it  was  rob- 
bery and  piracy. 

That  he  was  informed  by  the  guard,  which 
was  on  board  his  vessel,  that  said  privateersmen 
had  bribed  the  principal  officer  of  said  port,  by 
giving  him  fonr  puncheons  of  rum,  to  consent  to 
-the  landing  and  sale  of  siiid  cargo;  and  farther 
the  deponent  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  CORY, 
CALEB  CORY. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 

hand  and  affixed  my  consular  seal  this  eighth  day 

•of  August,  in  the  year  of  pur  Lord  one  thousand 

eiffht  hundred  and  five,  and  of  the  Independence 

of  the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

B. 

K^ONSULATB  OP  THE  U.  S.,  Island  qf  Cuifa:^ 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  unto  all 
whom  the  same  shall,  doth,  or  may  concern,  that 
J.  Henry  Hill,  k.,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Ha- 
vana, do  hereby  certify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared Jacob  R.  Valk,  late  master^  and  Qeorge 
AUcockjlate  mate  oT  and  belonging  to,  the  schoon- 
er Sea  Hprse,  of  Charleston,  who,  on  their  sol- 
emn oaths^  which  they  then  took  before  me  upon 
iheHoly  Evangelists  of  Almightv  Gtod.  did,  sev- 
erally, solemnly  depose  and  declare,  that  they, 
ihe  deponents,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  said  schooner  laden 
with  a  cargo  of  flour  and  Cxerman  linens  from 
.Charleston  aforesaid,  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Span- 
ish America ;  that  the  said  schooner  at  the  com- 
mencement thereof  was  tight,  staunch,  and  strong, 
^nd  in  every  respect  well  fitted,  furnished,  foand,. 
manned,  and  equipped,  for  the  dae  performance 
of  the  said  voyage,  with  variable  winds  and  wea- 
jther,  and  without  any  particular  occurrence  until 
the  13th  day  of  July,  when  they  made  the  island 
of  Blanca,  on  the  14th,  the  Tortugas,  and  on  ihe 
next  day  arrived  off  Laguira.  That  they  lav  off 
and  on  Laguira  aforesaid^  until  the  20th  follow- 
ing \  in  the  course  of  which  time  he,  t^  dejx)^ 
nent,  Jacob  R.  Valk,  made  application  for  admit- 
tance to  entry,  and  being  informed  that  that  port 
as  well  as  otners  on  that  coast  were  shut  against 
neutrals^  he  proceeded  agreeably  to  his.  orders  and 
instructions  for  this  port  of  Havana.  And  the 
said  several  deponents  did  further  depose,  that  in 
proceeding  for  the  said.port  nothiiig  material  hap- 


?ened,  until  the  24th  following  of  said  month  of 
uly,  when  beinff  off  the  island  of  Jamaica  they 
were  brought  to  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  armed 
schooner  Superior,  and  upon  being  examined  and 
found  to  ba  neutral  were  politely  dismissed.  That 
they  prosecated  the  said  voyage,' in<iking  the  best 
of  their  way  for  this  said  port,  and  experienced 
nothing  remarkable  until*  the  4th  of  August  in- 
stant, when  doubling  Cape  San  Antonio,  in  this 
island  of  Cuba,  thev  were  brought  tohy  a  schoon- 
er under  French  colors,  and  boarded  by  an  officer 
and  four  men,  who  took  possession  of  said  schoon- 
er Sea  Hotse,  and  sent  the  deponent,  Jacob  R; 
Valk,  and  two  of  his  crew,  on  board  the  said  pri- 
vateer, with  the  said  schooner's  papers.  That 
the  officer  on  board  said  schooner  Sea  Horse 
hailed  the  commander  of  said  privateer,  and  sai'^ 
that  as  he  knew  her  to  be  a  good  prize  he  would 
bring. her  to.  anchor,  immediately. upon  which 
both  vessels  bore  away  for  Puerta  Foera,  about 
four  leagaes  from  Cape  San  Antonio. 

That  the  commander  of  said  privateer,  aided 
by  several  Spaniards,  who  came  on  hoard  her  in 
canoes  from  their  habitations  on  that  coast,  began 
rummaging  the  Sea  Horse,  opening  the  hatches, 
and  breaking  open  the  packaj^es  and  cases  of  dry 
goods,  principally  consisting  of  Gkrman  linens, 
whibt  the  crew  of  the  said  privateer  were  con-^ 
tinually  passing  and  repassing  from'  one  of  the 
said  vessels  to  the  other,  and  most  of  them  in  a 
slate  of  intoxication. 

And  the  said  deponent,  Jacob  R.  Valk,  did  for^* 
ther  depose,  that  being  detained  on  board  said 
privateer  from  the  4»h  to  the  6th,  he  had  ample 
opportunity  of  observing  and  examining  her,  and 
found  her  to  be  an  American  built  vessel,  having 
i>ainted  on  her.  stern,  CaroHne  of  CharieHon, 
which  was  verv  visible,  notwithstanding  some 
black  paint  had  Seen  put  on  it  to  efface  it,  Which 
was  not  done  effectually.  That  she  was  mounted 
with  one  carriage  gun,  and  one  swivel,  and  sup- 
plied with  small  arms,  and  manned  witn  ten  men, 
and  two  negro  boys,  exclusive  of  the  captain,  who 
said  his  name  was  Paul,  and  the  privateer  the 
Volante.  And  the  said  deponent  did  further  de- 
pose, that  the  said  Paul  told  Mm  that  he  should 
be  sent  in  an  open  boat  to  Havana,  and  upon  his 
answering  that  he  was  determined  to  remtim  with 
his  vessel  wherever  she  went,  the  said  Paul  re- 
plied that  4f  he  again  opened  his  mouth  he  woald 
set  him  ashore  in  the  woods,  and  leave  him  to 
perish*  And  the  said  several  deponents  did  fur* 
ther  depose,  that  on  the  same  evening  they  were 
all  embarked  in  an  open  boat,  under  the  eondoct 
of  a 'Spanish  fisherman,  to  go  to,  a  place  about 
seventeen  leagues  distant  called  Mantua,  whera 
they  received  their  clothes,  which  had  been  pre* 
viouslv  taken  from  them. 

And  the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  did  further  depose^ 
that  the  said  captain  of  said  privateer,  after  hav- 
ing robbed  anu  plundered  nim  of  all  his  sea- 
charts,  his  vessel's  and  his  own  private  paperSk 
and  also  his'  perspective  fflass  or  telescope,  ana 
twenty-oh^  ounces  in  g^old,  returned  him  six  of 
said  ounces  to  defray  his  expenses  to  this  said 
port.    And  the  said  aeveiai  deponents  did  sever* 
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ally  further  depose  tllat  James  Richardson  and  |  bein^  very  much  split,  and  the  iresael  otherwise 
Jacob  Shoemaker,  both  citizeos  of  the  United 
States^  and  seamen  belongiofir  to  said  schooner 
(Sea  JEiorse,  conducted  themselves  upon  the  cap- 
ture aforesaid  in  a  very  mutinous  manner,  and 
remained  with  their  own  voluntary  will  with  the 
said  privateer. 

And  I,  the  said  Consul,  do  farther  certify,  that 
the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  did,  upon  his  arrival  nt 
Havana  aforesaid,  in  due  time  and  form,  note  and 
enter  with  me  his  protest  in  all  the  premises  afore- 
said, and  now  requires  of  me  to  extend  the  same 
and  make  this  public  act  thereof,  reserving  to 
hiinself  the  privilege  of  making  any  other  protest 
in  the  premises  as  occasion  may  reouire. 

Wherefore,  the  said  Jacob  R.  Yalk  doth,  and  I, 
tile  said  Consul,  at  his  request  do,  by  these  pres- 
ents most  publicly  and  solemnly  protest  as  well 
tgaiast  the^<2k)temor  at  Laguira  aforesaid,  and 
nB  oiher  public  officers  whom  it  may  concern,  for 
the  refusal  of  admittance  to  entry  as  aforesaid  at 
ihat  pcwt,  as  against  the  commander  and  officers 
lOid  crew  of  the  said  privateer  ibr  the  capture, 
and  detention,  and  robbery,  and  plunder  of  the 
said  sohooaer  Sea  Horse,  and  Jier  cargo,  and 
|gainst  all  and  every  person  a&d  eersons,  whom 
It  shall  or  may  concern,  for  all  damages^  costs, 
charges  and  expenses,  already  suffered,  or  which 
abtll  or  may  be  hereafter  sunered  and  sustained 
in  the  premises  on  account  thereof,  that  the  same 
be  borne  by  those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall  ap- 
pertain) to  be  adjusted  .and  recovered  in  time  and 
plaeeiConvenient. 

Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 

JACOB  R.  VALK, 
GBO&GE  ALLCOOK. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  L  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal  this  twenty-first  day  of  Ausust^ 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  hill,  Jr. 

ConauuiTB  OF  TBJB  U.  S.,  Jtlsmd  qf  Cubai 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  the  same  doth  or  may  concern,  that  I, 
Henry  Hill,  jr..  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  Island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Ha- 
vana, do  hereby  certify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared John  L.  Cranston,  late  master  of  the 
•ckoonar  Caroline,  of  Charleston,  who,  being  by 
me  duly'  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evaofelist^  of 
Almighty  God.  did  solemnly  depbse  and  declare 
ifaat,  on  the  13th  da^  of  Apnl  last,  he  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  sai^r-echooner  from 
Charleston  aforesaid,  with  passengers,  bound  for 
St.  Thomas^  where  he  arrived  on  the  1st  day  of 
May  followmg ;  that  he  sailed  from  thence  on 
the  4th,  with  ballast,  bound  to  Laguira,  and  ar- 
rived off  the  said  port  on  the  10th,  and  continued 
laying  off  and  on  natil  the  14th;  that  hissails 


in  a  bad  state,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  enter  said  port,  he  determined  to  iai 
away  for  the  fi^t  port  he  could  make,  and  oo  ^ 
day  following  was  captured   by  His  BritiMoic 
Majesty's  ship  of  war  Fortune,  lieDry  Taaattart^ 
commander,  who  took  out  him,  the  deponestud 
his  crew,  and  took  possession  of  the  said  schooaer, 
which  he  ahned  as  a  tender  to  cruise  off  Congou 
That  on  the  25th  the  said  schooner  was  deiivezcd 
up  to  him,  being  plundered  of  the  boat,  oan.  ts- 
chors,  stores,  &e.   That  being  very  moch  in  wast 
of  repairs  he  thought  it  most  prudent,  as  well  for 
Che  preservation  of  the  said  vessel  and  their  own 
lives,  as  to  procure  supplies,  which  they  Ukewise 
stopd  very  much  in  need  of,  to  bear  away  for  Ja- 
maica ;  and  on  the  29th  of  May[  arrived  at  Kiog- 
stqn  in  the  said  island,  where  he  in  due  form  made 
hisprotest. 

That  he  sailed  from  thettce,after  having  rceaTed 
the  necessary  repairs  and  supplies ;  and  haviii^ 
on  board  twenty  puncheons  of  rum,  the  propeitr, 
as  he  verily  believes^  of  Andrew  Ker,  of  Char- 
leston aforesaid,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  oa 
the  'Oth  July  tollowing,  bound  for  Charlestoa 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  15th  was  boarded  by  a  fe- 
lucca pirate,' commanded  by  one  Paul  Cazafiacca, 
who  took  from  him  all  the  vessel's  papen,  and  all 
his  letters,  dbc.,and  also  possession  of  said  schoooer 
as  a  prize,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  Poerto 
Fuera,  |ibout  four  leagues  from  Cape  AntoaicL 
where  he  came  to, Anchor;  that  he  there  unload«i 
said  vessel,  and  supplied  the  fishermen  who  were 
there  with  some  of  the  rum  belonging  to  the  ss^ 
cargo.  That  they  continued  there  until  the  33d 
following,  when  he  (tent  the  said  schooner  with 
the  said  deponent  and  crew  to  Mantua  Pavoh, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  same  day.  And  he^tse 
deponent,  with  said  crew,  remained  there  uotii 
the  9tb  dav  of  August,  instant,  without  clothes  or 
money,  all  of  which  and  eveiything  else,  except 
two  or  three  shirts,  they  were  robbed  of  by  thesaid 
captors ;  that  he  tnere  procured  a  boat,  and  apon 
the  promise  of  paying  one  hundred  dollais,  was 
brought  to  this  port  of  Havana,  where  they  airired 
on  the  14th  instant. 

That  he,  the  depopent,.immediately  despatched 
9  memorial  to  his  Kxcellency  the  Governor,  stating 
the  circumstances,  and  praying  for  the  restoration 
of  said  vessel  and  cargo ;  to  which  Mid  memorial 
he  has  received  no  reply,  and  is  of  opinion  that 
the  same  will  be  taken  no  notice  of. 

And  on  this  same  day  also  personally  appearri 
before  me,  Andrew  Ambre,  mate,  ana  Willism 
Wood  and  John  Judson,  seanieD,  late  of,  and  be- 
longinff  to,  said  schooner,  who  beiuat  by  me  sere- 
rally  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Svangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose,  that  ail  as^ 
every  the  matters  and  fkcts  relating  to  the  voysse 
aforesaid,  and  the  capture  aforesaid,  are  in  er&y 
respect  tru^. 

And  the  said  deponent,  John  L.  Cranston,  did^ 
upon  his  arrival,  in  due  time  and  form  note  ssd 
enter  with  me,  the  said  Consul,  his  protest  in  the 
premises,  and  now  requires  of  me  to  make  this  pub- 
lic act  thereof  reserving  to  himself  thm  privilege 
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of  further  eztcBding  the  mne,  or  to  make  any 
oibef  in  the  pr^miBes,  as  occasion  may  reqoire. 

Wherefore,  th^  said  John  L.  CraQston  doth,  and 
{,  the  saJd  Consui.  at  his  request,  do  by  thew  pres- 
ents most  puUiely  and  solemnly  protest,  as  well 
igainst  the  seas,  ^les  of  wind,  and  bad  weather, 
&  said  schooner  ezperieneed  on  theeaid  voyage, 
w  against  ihe  commander,  offioeve,  and  crews  of 
iie  said  ship  of  war  Fortune  and  felneea  pirate, 
br  the  cantunts,  plunder,  ai|d  detention  afpresaid, 
ind  for  all  costs,  damages,  losses,  and  expenses 
dready,  and  which  shall  «r  may  be  hereafter,  sus- 
ained  on  aeeonnt  thereof;  to  the  end.  that^  the 
ame  be  borne  by  those  to  whonr  of  right  it  shall 
lelong  to  be  adjosted  and  reeoireved,  in  time  and 
^ce  conTenient. 

Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 

JOHN  L.  CRANSTON, 
ANDREW  AMBRBE,  his  x  -auLtk. 
WILLIAM  WOOD,  his  x  mark. 
JOHN  JUDSON- 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
bereuntb  subscribed  their  qames,  and  I,  the  said 
I)oDsul,'haTe  hereunto  set  my  .hand  and  affixed 
ny  consular  seal,  this  qinteenth  dav  of  August, 
n  the  y^r  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  nun* 
ired  and  five,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HEJSRr  HILL,  Jr. 

isLAND. OF  CuAA-— Havana: 

By  1^  puWic  insirumeat  of  protest,  be  it  made 
mown  and  manifest  unto  all  whokn  the  same 
loth,  shall,  or  maj  -eoacavn,  that,  on  tb^  day  of 
he  aate  heveof  befoteme,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consol 
»f  the  United  Statca  of  AoMtiea  for  the  island  of 
3aba,  resident  at  Havana,  petaonally  came  and 
ippeared  John  Dade,  late  m^te  of  the  brig  Suqcess 
»f  fiew  Yoak,  whneof  Nicholas  fiiom  waa  master, 
fohn  Fuller  and  Josiah  Felt,  late  seamen,  belongs 
ng  to  said  brig,  Jame^  Ferguson  and  John  8mi£, 
ate  passengers  in  said  bra,  who,  bemg  sevemlly 
Ittly  sworn  on  4he  Holy  Ehrangelists  of  Almighty 
j^od,  did  solemnly  depose  and  say,  that  they  sailed 
rom  Kingston,  (Jamaica,)  on  the  6th  dffyi«f  the 
)resent  month  of  July  in  the  said  bri^  ■  eacoess, 
KHind  to  New  York,  (where  tha  said  brig  is 
iwned,)  With  a  cargo  on  board  consisttni^  of  fifty 
mncheons  gf  rum;  that  nothing  material  bap- 
leaed  them  until  the  12th  day  of  the  same  moatn, 
irhen,  beinpp  in  sight  of  CSape  Antonia,  (the  west 
ind  of  the  island'  of  Cuba,)  aboat  four  milea  dis- 
ant,  thev  were  met  with,  and  the  said  4iriff  was 
)oarded  by  a  small  felucca  privateer  unAer.opan- 
ah  eolors,  which  these  deponents,  upideratood  to  'be 
he  Buena  Union,  Captain  Ulariago,  from  this 
MTt  of  Havana,  (then  under  Iba  eanniand  of  the 
Bate,  the  said  Captain  Ularia^  as  diese  depo- 
lents  nnderstood,  being  in>the  csty,)  ww,  withont 
my  examination  into  the  said  vessel's  papers, 
saptured  her,  nat  a  piiie  master  and  crew  on 
iioavd,  and  took  the  whole  crew,  ineiodiag  the 
nid  master  and  die  said  pawBUgerii  (sKoept  six 


Frenchmen,  who  were  passengers  in  said  brig,) 
on  board  the  said  privateer.  That  the  said  mas- 
ter of  the  said  brig  was  cruelly  flogged,  beaten^ 
and  otherwise  abused  on  board  the  said  privateer, 
and  was  then  sent  on  board  of  his  said  brig.  That 
these  deponents  were  also  cruelly  fiosged  and 
beaten  on  board  the  said  privateer,  ana  at  night 
thrown  into  the  hold  and  placed  in  irons,  where -- 
they  lay^  without  having  liny  sustenance,  nntfl^ 
tbe  day  following,  when  they  were  liberated  from 
the  irons  and  suwxed  to  come;  upon  deck. 

That  the  said  brig  was  not  then  to  be  seen,  aaA' 
these  deponebts  were  told  by  the  prtvateersmen^ 
that  they  had  sent  her  to-Campeacny.  That  the 
said  privateer  two  days  afterwards  came  to  anchor 
iff  a  small  bay  near  said  cape,  when  these  depo- 
nents were  tufoed  ashore,  (after  being  robbed  of 
aiany  articles  of  their  personal  apparel,)  and  the 
mate  iof  the  said  brig  of  his  booics,  charts,  and 
quadrants,  without  any  snftenaace  or  the  means 
of  obtaining  it;  and  were  left  tp  wander  in  an  in- 
hospitahie  part  of  the  island,  far  removed  from 
any  town  or  inhabitattt^'  and  to  support  their iivea 
in  tbe  best  manner  they  could. 

That  being  desirous  of  finding  some  town  or  in- 
habitants, amongst  whom  they  might  procure  tiie 
neeesaanea  of  liie,  they,  wandered  iribnt  a  day  or 
two,  and  at  length  came  to  a  small  nUase,  where 
th^  were  taken  up  before  the  cammaadi^t,  who 
eoaoeivied  them  to  be  Englishmen,  and  forwarded 
them  to  Mb  plae^  (Havana)  as  such ;  whither 
they  arrived  on  the  30th  instant,  and  were  eon«- 
veyed  iirst  to  the  gtmrd-house,  and  afterivards  to 
the  common  prison  of  the  city.  Habere  they  remain- 
ed ontil  this  d^,  when  they  were  liberated  by  or- 
der of  the  Governor,  and  paid  to  the  .jailer  seven* 
lean:  dollafs  and  a  half  jail  fees. 

And  thereupon  the  said  seveml  deponents  did, 
in  behitlf  of  the  said  ifiaacer,  the  owners,  freight- 
ers, and  all  others  t^oneerneu  in  the  said  cargo,  re- 
qofst  of  me  to  make  their  protest  and  this  puMio 
act  thereof.  Wherefoie,  the  ^id  deponents  do, 
and  I,  the  said  Coasu),  attheir  request  also  do  by 
these  presents,  most  pdhlicly  and  solemnly  pro- 
test as  well  a^nst  the  commander,  officers,  and 
CT0W  of  the  said  privateer  and  the  owners  thereof 
as  against  all  and  every  other  person  and  persons 
whom  it  shall  or  may  concern,  for  the  capture 
and  detention  of  the  said  brig  and  cargo,  and  the 
subsequent  circumstances,  ami  for  all  costs,  daom- 
ges,  charges,  and  expenses  attending  the  same,  to 
the  end  that  the  isame  be  sufiered  and  borne  by 
those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall  af^rtain,  te  be 
adjusted  and  recovered  iu'timeand  place  conve- 
nient 

Done  tind  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 

JOHN  DADE, 
JOHN  FULLER, 
JOSIAH  PELT, 
JAMES  FERGUSON, 
JOHN  SMITH. 

In  teetinKNyy  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  snbaeribed  cbeir  names,  and  tbe  said 
Consul  halve  henonto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  «oniiilar  aeal,  thia  thirty-Mrst  day  of  July,  A» 
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iD.  eighteen  bundted  and  five,  and  of  ihe  inde- 
j)endeAce  pf  the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HEN^Y  HILL,  Jr. 

E. 
Island  of  Cuba — Havana : 

By  this  public  instrument  of  protest  be  it  made 
-known  and  manifest  unto  all  whom  the  same 
shall,  doth,  or  may  concern,  that,  on  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof,  before  me.  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Con- 
sul of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  pe^sonaliv  came  and 
^appeared  Henry  Palmer,  master  of  the  brig  Jason, 
•of  Philadelphia,  who,  being  bv-me  duly  sworn 
upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Alffiightv  God,  did 
'^olemnlv  depose  and  declare  that,*  on  tne  7th^v 
^f  April  last,  he  sailed  and  departed  in  and  witn 
ich«  said  brig,  laden  with  a  carffa  of  salt,  earthen- 
ware, porter,  dry  gooda,  &e.,  from  Liverpool,  in 
JSDgland,  and  bomid  to  New  Orleans,  consi^ed 
40  different  persons -there,  and  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  property  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

.    That,  in  the  prosecution  ^f  the  said  voyage, 
nothing  material  hapi>eiied  until  the  20th  dav  of 
June,  when  being  in  sight  of  Cape  Antonio,  four 
<»  five  leagues  d&Mnt,  he-  discovered  two  sail  at 
About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  which  ap- 
peared in  chase  of  his  said  vessel.   That  one  of 
4hem  eame  up  with  his  vessel  about  half  past  four 
i)'clock,  when  she.hoisted  English  colors  and  fired 
4wo  guns,  on  which  he  hove  to,  and  waited  her 
4M>miag  up  with  him.    That,  ajfter  having  come 
.within  hail,  he  was  ordered  by  a  person  on  board 
said  privateer  to  come  on  board  with  his  papers, 
which  he  did ;  after  this  deponent  was  on  board 
the  said  privateer,  fhe  English  ccrfors  were  taken 
down  and  Spanish  hoistra;  and  this  deponent 
.understood  the  said  privateer  to  be  called  the  Bu- 
ana  Union,  commanded  by  Ij^  Antonio  Ulari- 
ago ;  the  captain  of  which  immediately  after  or- 
dered the  people  of  this  deponent  out  of  the  boat; 
and  sent  tour  men  in  his  said  boat  on  board  his 
said  brig,  and  detained  this  deponent,  virtth  two 
men  who  had  come  with  him,  on  board  said  pri- 
vateer. 
.  That,  after  the  people  had  ffot  on  board  said 
vessel,  some  conveesation  passed  h^ween  the  cap- 
tain of  the  privateer  and  the  people  he  had  sent 
on  board  the  brig ;  and  immediately  after  they 
altered  the  course  of  his  said  brig,  and  stood  in 
towards  tbe  Island  of  Cuba ;  soon  after,  the  other 
vessel  which  was  in  sight  came  up,  which  he,  the 
deponent,  understood  was  the  French  Privateer 
Napoleon,  commanded  by  one  Pierre   Liquet, 
which  also  changed  her  course,  and  stood  in  to- 
wards said  island,  in  company  with  said  Span- 
ish privateer  and  the  deponent's  brig.    That,  on 
the  same  day,  at  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the 
three  vessels  aforesaid  came  to  anchor  near  Cape 
Antonio,  where  the  best  bower-anchor  was  lost 
.  and  a  part  of  tbe  cable  belonging  to  said  brig; and 
where  was  also  lying  at  anchor  a  small  £3uctea 
French  privateer.    The  morning  following,  the 
2l8t  ultimo,  the  privateersmen  proceeded  with 


his  said  brig  to  a  small  bay,  wheve  there  are  a 
number  of  small  islands  about  six  leagues  frcm 
where  the  said  brig  haa  beeii  anehived,  and  tbe 
said  privateers  accompanied  her.  '  la  wbieii  bsy 
the  said  brig  was  brought  to  aacbor,  wliere  aJjo 
the  said  privateers  cSme  to  anchor.  That,aBioitgst 
these  islands,  there  was  lying  an  American  schoon- 
er, called  the  Mary  of  Uamdeo.  wrbieh  bad  be^ 
taken  some  time  previous  by^  the  small  £ebeca 
aforesaid,  Which  accqmpanied  the  other  primeen 
from  Cape  Antonio. 

.  That  this  deponent  wan  sufiTered,  in  tbeevcniaf 
after  coming  to  anchor,  to  go  ob  board  his  aid 
vessel,  where  be  discovered  that  all  his  papefs^cf 
every  description,  as  well  as  tho^  leklxi^  to  tk 
vessel  as  to  the  cargo,  and  his  own  private  papers 
were  tt^ken;  and  that  the  privateenoDen  had 
broken  into  the'  hold  of  his  vesseL  aad  taken  out 
of  a  cask,  which  they  had  broken  open,  a  number 
of  bottles  of  porter  whij^h  belonged  to  the  eaxgo 
of  said  vessel ;  that  two  days'  ailer  their  arrinl 
at  said  bay,  to  wit,  on  the  2Zd.^  the  privateersmai 
opened- the  hatches  of  his  said  vessel,  and  took 
several  packages  of  .dry  goods  upon  deck  whea 
they  descried  a  sail  ih  the  offing,  on  which  tiie 
^oods  were  put  below,  and  the  hatches  sbut^  and 
the  said  three  privateersmen  went  out  in  parsoit 
of  said  sail,'  but  soon  after  returned ;  that  on  tlie 
day  followioff,  the  24th,  the  privateersmen  again 
opened  the  hatches  of  his  said  vessel,  and  cook 
out  all  the  dry  goods,  being  abont  thirty-two  pack- 
ages; also,  one  caslL  containing  twenty  hi^di 
shot,  aind  also  a  number  of  casks  of  porter,  wliek 
they  sent  on  hoard  the  different  privateer^  and 
a)so  nut  on  board  the  French  privateer  Zlapoleon 
all  the  drv  goods  and  the  said  cask  of  shot,  aad 
nineteen  half-barrels  of  salt,  and  likeww  robbed 
and  plundered  the  said  vessel  of  a  eonsidenbie 
-quantity  of  her  rigging,  furniture,  and  appaieL 

And  the  s^id  deponent  doth  further  d^ose  aid 
say,  that  they  put  on  board  the  said  sebooaec 
Mnry  twenty  casks  of  porter,  some  crates  of  eartli- 
enware.  and  other  articles. 

Tha^  on  the  28(h,  the  said  brig  ^was  got  under 
'way^  with  ^a  prizemaster  on  board  from  the  said 
Spanish  privateer,  and  eight  men  to  her  also  be- 
longing, together  with  this  deponent  and  three  of 
his  men,  the  mate  having  been  put  on  board  ef 
the  privateer,  with  three  others  of  the  crew  of  tk 
said  brig;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  infomed 
they  were  coming  with  said  brig  to  Havana,  brt 
after  coming  to  anchor  at  various  plaees  on  tbe 
const,  at  several  of  which  a  quantity  of  porter  aad 
salt  was  taken  out  of  said  brif  and  given  to  difis- 
eiK  people  on  the  coast ;  ana,  on  the  9th  instut 
they  came  to  anchor  with  said  brig  in  the  haiboi 
of  Cavafiaa. 

•  That,  the  day  foiiowingy  this  deponent  demaadid 
leave  to  go  on  shore  in  order  to  make  his  situaM 
known  to  the  commandant,  but  was  refused,  aid 
kept  prisoner  on  board  his  said  vessel  until  Saa- 
dav.  the  15th,  when  he  was  taken  .oat  with  one 
of  his  men  and  put  on  board  a  small  open  boat,ia 
which  also  embarked  th^  prizemaster  and  fov 
men  belonging  to  the  said  pr«rateer,  and  was  ia- 
formed  by  the  prizemaster  they  ware  coming  is 
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this  port;  that,  on  thedaj  foUowiUff,  they  arrived 
at  this  said  port,  and  Ibis  deponent  was  forcibly 
taken  to  the  gnard-bouse,  and  not  permitted  to 
have  any  oommnnication  with  any  pel'son ;  and 
was  so  kept  m  prison  until  the  next  day  about 
ten  o'clock,  when  he  Vas  taken  to  the  marine 
offiee  and  qoestioned  relative  to  his  capture,  and 
was  there  set  at  liberty;  that  he,  the  de|>onent. 
Frequently  demanded  his  papers  of  the  said  pti- 
rateersmen,  which  eonMsted  of  the  papers  of  the 
said  brig,  invoices,  and  bills  of  lading  of  cargo, 
ibout  two  hundted  and  twenty  letters,  and  Va- 
rious other  papers,'  but  was  uniformly  refused 
them. 

And  on  this  same  day,  before  me  also  person- 
lily  appeared  Nathaniel  Houston,  chief  mate,  late 
)f,  and  belonging  to,  the  said  jbrig  Jason,  who, 
3eing  by  me  duly  sworn  unon  the  Holy  Eyange- 
ists  of  Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose  and 
leclare,  that  al)  and  sinjrular  the  matters  and  facts 
>efore  slated  and  set  torth,  are  in  every  jespect 
Tue. 

Whereupon,  the  said  Henry  Palmer  doth,  and 
[,  at  bis  request,  do  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
)rotest,  as  well  against  the  commanders,  officers, 
;rews,  and.owners,  of  the  said  Spanish  and  French 
)rivateer8,  as  against  all  and  every  other  person 
md  persons  whom  the  same  shall  or  iday  con- 
tern,  for  the  unlawful  capture  and  detention  of 
he  said  briff  whilst  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful 
royage,  ana  the  depredations,  robber yj  and  plun- 
ler,  committed  upon  the  said  vessel,  her  ringing, 
urniture,  and  cargo,  and  for  all  damages,  Tosses, 
losts,  and  ezpensesj  which  shall  or  may  be  sus- 
ained  in  the  premises  on  account  thereof.  And 
he  said  Henry  Palmer  doth  hereby  reserve  to 
iimself  the  privilege  of  marking  any  other,  or 
idditional  protest,  as  need  and  occasion  may  re- 
[uire. 

This,  done  and  protested  at  Havana}  as  afoie- 
aid. 

HENRY  PALMER, 
NATH.  HOUSTON. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
land  and  affixed  my  consular  seal,  this  20th  day 
>f  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
light  hunared  ana  five,  and  of  the  independence 
(f  the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jn. 


P. 

I!oii8ULATB  OF  TBB  U.  S,,  AUuid  (fCuba: 

By  this  puUic  instrument  of  protest,  be  it  known 
tnto  all  whom  the  same  shall,  doth,  or  may  con- 
tem,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  plerson- 
lUy  appeared  before  me  Jacob  Paiddriek,  a  citi- 
;en  or  the  United  States,  bom  in  the  county  of 
I^amdeu,  State  of  North  Carolina,  late  mate  of 
he  schooner  Mary  of  Camden,  aforesaid,  Stephen 
Charles,  master ;  also,  John  Davie  and  Jeremiah 
Graves,  both  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
ate  mariners  on  board  of  said  schooner ;  who.  be- 
ng  severally  duly  sworn  oa  the  Holy  BvaAfeuMs 


of  Almighty  God,did  depose  and  say,  that  they 
sailed  from  Jamaica  on  board  of  said  schooner, 
bound  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina ;  and  that, 
while-lawfnlly  and  peaceably  pursuing  their  said 
voyage  on 'board  said  vessel,  with  a  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  thirty  puncheons  of  rum  and  five  hogs- 
heads of  molasses,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United.  States,  they,  together  with  said  vessel  and 
cargo,  on  the  23d  of  May,  aforesaid,  were  cap- 
tured by  a  felucca  privateer,  under  French  colors, 
one  Paul,  conunander,  who.  took  possession  of  said 
vessel  and  cargo,  and  brought  her  to  an  anchor 
the  same  day,  near  Cape  Antonio ;  that  the  afore- 
said Stephen  Charles,  master  of  said  schooner 
Mary,  was  forcibly  taken  out  of  his  said  vessel, 
and  put  on  .board  of  an  American  vessel  bound  to 
Charleston  ;  that  these  deponents,  after  remaining 
six  or  seven  days  on  board  said  schooner,  during 
which  time  she  continued  at  anchor,  were  forcibly 
taken  out  of  said  vessel,  and  put  on  shore  at  Cape 
Antonio^  without  any  sustenance  or  means  of  od- 
taining  it,  and  told  to  stay  th^re  and  die,  or  go 
where  they  pleased ;  that  they  found  several  fisn- 
ermen  near  the  place  aforeaaid,  who,  pitving  their 
distressed  situation,  hospitably  supplied  them  with 
provisions  during-  six  or  seven  days ;  at  the  exni* 
ration  of  which  time,  Anselmo  Henrique,  who 
had  a  canoe,  and  was  fishing  on  the  coast,  was 
prevailed  upon,  at  the  instance  of  these  deponents, 
to  brinsr  them  ta  this  city  of  Havana,  on  con^i* 
tion  of  their  giving  him  their  clothing,  which 
they,  these  deponents, 'were  obliged  to  do;  that 
the  said  Anselmo' Henrique,  having  received  their 
clothing,  took  them  on  board  his  canoe,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  them  on  their  way  hither,  as  far  as 
the  port  of  Cavafias ;  the  commandant  of  which 
port  would  not  suffer  them  to  proceed  further 
in  said  canoe,  declaring  them  to  be  English* 
men  and  spies,  and  placed  them  in  the  stocks  ai 
prisoners^  and  kept  them  there  about  fourteen 
hours,  when  they  were  liberated  and  suffered  to 
proceed  to  this  place  by  land,  with  the  said  An- 
selmo Henrique,  where  they  arrived  this  day. 

And  thereupon  the  said  deponents,  in  behalf  o^ 
themselves,  the  said  Stephen  Charles,  and  aU 
others  concerned  in  said  schooner  and  cargo,  doj 
by  these  presents,  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  and  requite  of  me  to  protest.  Wherefore, 
at  the  request  aforesaid,  I,  the  said  Consul,  do 
protest,  as  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  said  felucca  privateer,  (the  name 
of  which  is  at  present  uDknown.)  Paul,  command- 
er, and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  for  the 
illegal  capture  of  the  said  schooner  Mary  and 
cargo,  ana  the  treatment  of  the  said  master,  Ste- 
phen Charles,  and  they,  the  said  several  deponents^ 
experienced  as  aforesaid,  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships they  encountered  in  consequence  thereof, 
ana  for  all  damages,  losses,  costs,  and  charges,  at- 
tending the  same. 

I^his  done  and'  protested  at  the  said  city  of 
Havana. 

JACOB  PAIDDRICK, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  QRAVES. 
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Id  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deposents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  n»mes,'aDd  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  the  14th  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  pf  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  twenty<-ninth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

G. 

Declaration  of  John  Evans,  master  of  tiie  shiD  Elixa,  of 
NorfoU^  and  of  Charles  Simmons,  Jan.,  and  Edward 
Lowrie,  seamen  belonging  to  said  ship. 

Before  me,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  .Consul  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  for  the  ishind  of  Cuba,  res- 
ident at  HaTana,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
personally  came  and  appeaced  John  Evans,  mAs- 
ter  of  the  ship  Eliza,  ot  Norfolk,  and  Charles  Sim- 
mons,  jun.>  and  Edward  Lovrie,  seamen  nelonf- 
iog  to  said  ship,  who,  being  by  me  severally  duly 
sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
Gkx),  did  depoee  and  say,  and  first  the  said  John 
Evans: 

That  he  sailed  fromi  Norfolk  in  the-'said  ship  on 
or  about  the  12th  day  of  October  last,  with  a  car- 
fO  PQ  board,  consistmg  of  staves  and  provisions, 
ootind  for  Kingston,  Jamaica,  the  said  cargabeing 
the  sole  property  of  Conway  and  Fortescue  Whit- 
tle, merchants  of  Norfolk,  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
tod  States;  that  he  arrived  in  and  with  said  ship 
on  or  ^bout  the  6ch  day  of  November  following, 
when  the  said  cargo  was  sold  for  account  of  the 
aaid  Messrs.  Con'vmy  and  Fortesque  Whittle; 
that  from  Kingston  he  proceeded  in  and  with  said 
ship  to  Anotta  bav,  on  the  north  side  said  island 
of  Jamaica,  for  tne  purpose  of  loading  his  said 
ship  with  a  cargo,  where  he  aotually.  purchased 
and  loaded  on  board  said  ship,  a  cargo,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  seventV-^nine  puncheons  of 
rum,  for  the  sole  account  and  risk  ofthe  aforesaid 
Messrs.  Conway  and  Fortescue  Whittle;  that  he 
sailed  thence  in  and  with  said  ship  with  said  car- 

So,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  March  following, 
ound  to  Norfolk  aforesaid,  wilh  all  the  necessary 
and  usual  documents  on  board^  to  prove  the  said 
ship  and  cargo  bona  fide  American  property,  be- 
longiog  to  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that  on 
the  27th  day  of  same  month,  while  peaceably  and 
lawfully  navigating  his  said  ship  for  tbe  port  of 
Norfolk  aforesaid,  then  beine  in  sight  of  the  Isle 
of  Pioesj  on  the  south  side  of  this  island  of  Cuba, 
he  was  met  with,  boarded,  and  unlawfully  cap- 
tured ^by  a  privateer  under  French  colors,  called 
the  Vigilant,  commanded  by  one  Amado  Dejan, 
as  he  understood,  who  forcibly  and- unlawfully 
deprived  this  deponent  of  the  possession  of  his 
said  ship  and  cargo,  and  placed  a  prizemaster  and 
men  on  board  thereof,  from  the  said  privateer, 
and  with  force  and  violence  took  this  deponent 
out  of  his  said  ship,  together  with  Onis  Danion, 
first  mate,  and  Richa^  Thomas,  second  mate 
thereof,  and  six  of  the  seamen  of  his  said  ship, 
and  Janded  tbem  on  the  west  end  of  said  Isle  ot 
Pines,  with  only  one  day's  provisions,  and  with- 
om  the  means  of  proouring  further  sustenance; 


that  this  deponent,  wUh  his  aiud  oaalM  and  crew, 
remained  at  said  port  of  said  island,  which  is  es- 
tirely  uninhabited,  about  two  w«eks,  and  sop* 
ported  themselves  on  fish  whieh  they  cangfai, 
there  being  no  other  food  or  suscenance  lo  be  pro- 
cured; at  the  expiration  of  wbich  tioc^tlnt  he^ 
with  his  said  mates  and  crew,  took  pitmgt  ia  a 
Spanish  vessel,  which  caaoallj  toqebed  tbera, 
and  were  transported  to  the  east  end  afsmdubad 
of  Pines,  where  there  aresomc  iohahita  wts,  wheaee 
this  deponent,  with  his  said  mates  and  ccev,ahei 
remaining  four  or  five  days,  took  lMU>ag«  a « 
Spanish  ressel,  and  proceeded  to  Batabano,  ii 
this  island  of  Cuba,  whence  thej  proceeded  ^ 
land  to  the  city  of  Hatana;  that,  after  being  some 
days  in  this  cityj  this  deponent  heard  his  said  sbip 
had  been  taken  into  Batabano,  and  aooaa/ter  saw 
the  prizemaster  here  who  was  i>at  on  board  bi^ 
said  ship,  who  gave  to  this  deponent  the  fbttowing 
papers  or  said  ship,  declaring,  «U  the  same  time, 
that  he  considered  tne  said  ship  and  cargo  Ameii- 
can  property;  that  the  captain  of  said  priraceer 
had  absconded  and  leA  him  without  support,  and 
that  he  had  no  idea  of  pursuing  her  as  a  lawfol 
prize,  and  had  abandoned  her ;  that  the  ^pen 
which  were  delivered  to  this  deponent  were  die 
following:  1st,  the  Meditermnean  pass  of  said 
ship;  2d,  sea-letter;  3dj  clearance  from  Norfolk; 
4tb,  articles  of  agreement  between  master  sad 
mariners  of  said  ship;  5th,  certified  list  of  oewj 
6th  bill  of  health,  dbc;  7th,  ship's  lo^  hook.  Tbst 
the  said  ship  had  a  register  and  certificates  of 
property  ot  cargo,  bills  of  ladin|r,  inToices,^^st 
the  time  of  capture,  which  were  taken  from  Hot, 
and  which  were  not  delivered  np  with  the  otber 
papersj  and  which  this  deponent  anderstooliad 
nas  reason  to  believe,  were  unlawfully  and  wair 
tonly  destroyed ;  that  this  deponent,  after  msco- 
tainmg  that  his  said  ship  was  in  Batabano  af<He- 
said.  and  after  receiving  the  said  papers,  did,  a 
on  tne.  7th  day  of  May  last,  present  to  hisenel- 
lency  the  Marquis  of  Someruelos,  Captain  Oa* 
eral  of  said  island  of  Cuba,  a  memorial,  wherein 
he  stated  the  capture  ofthe  eaid  ship,  and  prayed 
that  she  diight  be  restoied  to  the  rishtfaJ  owners, 
from  whom  she  had  been  unlawfolly  captured; 
that,  not  having  any  replf  to  his  memorial,  ke. 
shortly  after,  again  memorialized  his  Excelleaef . 
praying  that  ne  would  order  his  ship  to  be  restored; 
that  not  having  any  reply  to  this,  his  second  m^ 
moriai,  and  understanding  that  a  part  of  his  erev 
who  were  suffered  to  rasMin  on  board  at  the  tine 
of  capture,  were  detained  as  prisoners  on  board  ii 
the  said  port  of  Batabano,  and  were  sofiering  fa 
the  ttrant  of  the  neeessaries  of  life,  and  that  tk 
Frenchmen  wharemained  on  board^and  the  Spu* 
iards  from  shore,  were  daily  plundering  from  \m 
said  ship  and  cai^,  and  wishing  to  know  the  stsu 
thereof,  and  to  grant  some  relief  to  his  crew.Jtf 
proceeded  to  Batabeno  wtthont  a  paasport  (^ 
Captain  General  having[  r^sed  hina  one,)  wick 
intent  to  go  on  board  his  sai<(  ship,  and  was  or* 
dettd  bv  him  immediately  to  retora  to  this  eicyi 
or  that  he  would  send  him  back  priaoiner  nnders 
guard  of  soldiers,  wherefore  this  deponent  «>■ 
obliged  to  return;  -that,  oa  the  14th  day  of  Jane, 
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le  again  Bienioriaiized  his'Bzcell6ney,preteDtiiig 
herewith  all  the  papers  of  the  aforesaid 'ship,  de- 
ivered  up  to  him  by  the  prizemaster  aforesaid, 
except  the  sea-letter,  which  was  presented  with 
lis  first  memorial,)  in  consequence  of  which,  on 
he  dav  following,  a  decree  was  given,  ordering 
lis  said  ship  and  cargo  to  be  restored  and  delir- 
ired  him,  and  a  passport  granted  for  him  to  pro- 
ved to  Batahano  and  take  possessioa  thereof. 

That  for  this  purpose. he  proceeded  to  Batahano, 
iBd  on  his  arrival  there,  the  24th  of  Jane,  he  pre- 
ented  his  passport  and  order  to  the  commandant 
here,  who  sent  with  him  an  officer  and  two  sol- 
liers  to  execute  thje  said  order  and  give  him  pos* 
ession  of  his  said  ship.  That  accordingly^on  the 
{5th  day  of  June,  he  received  possession  of  his 
aid  ship,  and  on  examination  thereof,  and  of  her 
;argo,  there  was  a  deficiencv  of  the  following 
irticles,  which  had  been  plundered  from  her  since 
he  capture  aforesaid,  to  wit :  two  boats,  a  string 
:able,  three  anchors,  two  new  top-sails,  a  new 
bresaii,  four  studding  sails,  two  royals,  several 
;par8,  all  her  spare  running-rigging,  all  her  cabin 
urniture  and  water  casks,  besides  blocks,  and 
nany  other  small  articles,  and  from  h^r  cargo, 
linety-six  whole  puncheons  of  rum,  |h/ere  bekig 
*nly  eighty-three  remaining  on  board,  and  many 
»f  these  wanting  from  ten  to  fiAy  gallons,  so  th&t 
his  deponent  conceives  that  the  contents  of  the 
aid  eighty-three  puncheons  woul^d  not  more  than 
ill  sixty.  '' 

That  an  account  was  presented  to  him  atBata- 
>ano,  against  said  ship,  of  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
Ired  dollars,  for  various  articles  which  had  been 
aken  up  upon  the  credit  of  the  said  shi^  bv  the 
frenchman  who  captured  her,  which  this  aepo- 
lent  was  obliged  to  satisfy  before  he  was  suffered 
0  depart  with  his  said  ship.  That  on  the  12th 
lay  of  July  instant,  h^  departed  in  and  with  the 
md  ship  from  the  bay  of  Batabano,  and  arrived  at 
;his  port  of  Havana  on  the  26th  day  of  July  in* 
itant,  withont  any  material  accident  happening^ 
ind  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  Of  the  harbor, 
lot  being  permitted  to  come  on  with  said  ship  for 
:he  purpose  of  supplying  himself  with  the  neces- 
iary  stores,  cables,  £c.,  to  proceed  on  his  voyage 
:o  Norfolk,  aforesaid,  whither  he  is  bound. 

And  the  aforesaid  Charles  H*  Simmons  and 
Sdward  Lowrie,  depose  and  declare  that  all  and 
ivery  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  apd  declared 
!>y  the  said  John  Evans  in  the  preceding  declara- 
:ion,  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  said  ship,  and 
the  deficiency  therein  stated  of  her  cargo,  apparel, 
furniture,  ^.,  are,  to  their  knowledge,  just  and  true. 

That  they  were  detained  on  TOard  said  ship 
ifter  the  capture,  and  held  prisoners  on 'board. 
Frequently  wanting  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  un- 
til she  was  given  up  to  the  said  Capuin  Evans, 
as  slated  in  his  declaration. 

That  before  the  said  ship  was  taken  into  Bata- 
bano,  she  was  brought  to  anchor  by  the  said  pri- 
vateersmen  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  about  ten 
leagues  to  the  west  end  of  the  said  port  of  Bata- 
bano,  where  4b  ey  look  from  her  cargo  a  number 
of  puocheooa  of  rtim^  and  put  them  on  boaid  of 
asaifeOQAes. 


That  the  said  ship  waf  again  brought  to  anchor 
before  her  arrival  at  Batabano,  about  one  league 
from  the  port,  where  the  said  privateers  men  also 
took  from  her  cargo  a  nqmber  of  pnncheons  of 
mm,  and  put  them  on  board  a  Spanish  sloop,  which 
these  deponents  understood  belonged  to  the  King's 
pilot  at  Batabano,  who  assisted  the  said  privateers- 
men  in  the  robbery. 

That  OB  the  said  ship's  arrival  at  Batabano,  a 
nomber.of  puncheons  of  rum  were  then  taken  out 
of  said  ^ip,  and  carried  on  shore  fiy  the  said  pri- 
vateersmf  n,  assisted  bv  some  Spaniards  on  shore, 
who,  dming  the  said  ship's  remaining  there,  night 
after  nij|ht,  smuggled  on  shore  from  the  said  ship 
quantities  of  rum,  which  they  drew  from  the  pun- 
cheons on  board  into  small  kegrs.  That  the  said 
Frenchmen  and  Spaniards  daily  plundered  the 
rigging  and  furniture  of  said  ship  and  were  very 
abusive  and  gave'  much  ill  treatment  to  these 
deponents. 

JOHN  EVANS, 

CHAS.  H.  SIMMONS,  Jr. 

EDWARD  LOWRIE. 

And  the  said  John- Evans  having  applied  tfi  me, 
the  said  Consul,  to  make  bis  protest  m  the  prem- 
ises, I  hare  granted  this  public  certificate  thereof, 
to  serve  and  avail  him,  and  all,  in  the  premises 
aforesaid,  as  occasion  may  requircr 

WhereforOj  the  said  John  Evans,  in  behalf  of 
hims.eif^  the  freig^bters,  owners,  and  all  others  con- 
cerned m  tfad  said  vessel  and  cargo,  doth,  and  I, 
the  said  'Consul,  at  his  desire,  do,  by  tnese  presents, ' 
protest,  as  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  crew,  of  tbe  aforementioned  privateer,  as 
against  evefy  person  and  persons  c6ncerned  there- 
in, for  the  capture  of  the  said  vessel,  and  the  rob- 
beiy  and  plunder  committed  upon  tne  said  vessel 
and  cargo,  for  all  damages  losses,  costs,  and  ex« 
penses  already  sustained,  or  which  shall  or  may 
bereaft^  be  sustained,  suffered  and  incurred  in  the 
premises  ok  aecount  thereof. 

Done  and  protested  in  the  city  of  Havana,  agree- 
ably to  mercantile  laws  in  such  cases  used  and 
approved  of. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  this  second  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  of  our' Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,  and  of  the  independence  olthe  United 
States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

* 

St.  Jimtn,  (Porto  Rico,) 

September  12, 1805. 

Sir:  When  depredations  on  neutral  property 
by  Powers  at  war  becomes  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  no  respect  is  paid  to  existing  treaties,  I  con- 
ceive it  a  duty  incumbent  on  every  individual  to 
note  every  such  infringement,  and  to  give  advice 
of  it  to  the  Executive  of  that  Qovernment  to 
which  he  belongs. 

As  I  am  unaccustomed  to  a  forensic  style,  I 
shall  simply  relate  my  own  case,  and  whatever 
hasoome  under  my  immediate  observation  during 
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my  short  stay  in  this  i^aod.    I  left  Norfolk  on 
the  first  of  June  last  in  the  briff  Catharine,  bonDd 
for  the  island  of  Antigua,  laden  with  a  cargo  of 
provisions  and  lumber,  where  I  arived,  and  sold 
said  cargo.    I  left  Antigua  on  the  29th  of  July, 
with  a  return  cargo,  bound  back  to  Norfolk;  on 
the  4th  August,  in  latitude  23  deg.  10  mio.  north, 
longitude  65  de^.  west,  was  captured  by  the  French 
brig  called  General  Blanshot,  John  Baptiste  de 
Brun,  commander,  and  sent  into  one  of  the  porta 
at  the  west  end  of  this  island.    The  privateer 
plundered  me  of  my  stores  and  ship's  provisionB 
and  part  of  the  cargo.    Th«  vessel  was  immedi- 
ately stripped  of  her  sails  and  rigging  and  sent 
ashore ;  my  people  taken  out,  put  on  board  of  an- 
other vessel,  and  sent  out^of  the  island.    Under 
these  circumstances  I  came  to  the  city  and  ap- 
plied to  the  Gk)vernor,  requesting  his  interference ; 
stating  to  him  that  my  papers  were  perfectly  xee- 
ular,  and  that  my  capture  was  of  course  illegal; 
and  I  likewise  requested  him  to  order  security  to 
be  given  for  the  amount  of  my  brig  and  car^o,  as 
the  agent  of  the  said  privateer  was  a  resident 
merchant  of  this  city.    jBut  ail  my  representation 
has  been  to  no  effect :  he  has  allsolutely  refused 
to  take  cognizance  of  mv  business.    My  papers 
remain  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Daubon,  the  agent  of 
the  captors.    I  may  be  detained  here  many  months 
to  come,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  exposed  to  a 
total  loss.    My  trial,  if  any  I  am  -  to  have,  must 
be,  by  the  determination  of  this  Gtovernment, 
,  either  at  Martinique  or  Ghiada loupe ;  thus,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  this  island  may  become 
the  asylum  of  j^irates  and  robbers.  No  pretence Jias 
been  given  for  my  capture ;  as  I  came  from  an 
English  island  I  might  have  English  property  on 
board.    At  the  time  of  my  capture,  my  cabin  boy 
was  carried  on  board  the  privateer  and  pot  in 
irons,  threatened  with  severe  chastisement  unless 
be  would  declare  that  specie  was  deposited  in 
some  part  of  the  vesseL    This  attempt  proving 
fruitless,  I  now  (ia  all  probability)  must  be  the 
victim  of  measures  dictated  by  men  without  ptia- 
ciples  of  honesty  or  honor.    Thus  far^as  relates 
to  myself.    I  shall  now  take  the  Liberty  of  relating 
to  you  some  other  particulars  that  have  come  un- 
der my  observation.    At  my  arrival  at  the  port 
of  my  entry  on  the  west  end  of  the  island,  I  found 
at  anchor  the  brig  Susanna,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
the  captain's  name  I  do  not  recollect ;  said  bri^ 
arrived  the  day  before  and  prize  to  the  same  pri- 
vateer ;  she  was  from  Portland  bound  to  Jamaica, 
and  was  taken  on  her  outward  bound  passage, 
with  a  cargo  of  fish  and  lumber ;  said  brig  was 
immediatJy  unloaded  and  ballasted  with  sand, 
and,  without  more  ceremony,  the  captain  and 
crew  of  said  vessel  were  shipped  off,  with  a  very 
scanty  supply  of  provisions,  and  left  to  search  for 
the  first  port  they  could  make.    On  the  4th  in- 
stant, arrived  the  brig  Polly,  of  Tiverton,  Rhode 
Island,  Captain  Trip ;  and  on  the  &th  instant,  the 
schooner  Mary  Ann,  of  Boston,  Captain  Anthony, 
and  bound  to  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  leaded  with 
cattle  and  horses,  and  provisions  on  the  deck. 
They  are  prizes  to  a  Spanish  xebeck,  from  Cadiz, 
hound  to  Vera  Cruz.    The  captains  live  atiil  on 


board  with  their  crews,  and  may  remais  lofc 
many  days  to  come;  while. the  captor  ud It 
agent  are  prosecuting  every  measoie  toeffeeitk 
condemnation  of  said  vessels  as  lawfa)  ftiits. 
I  am,  dbc 

JOSEPH  LEO!(iRD. 
James  Madison,  Esq.,  Seentani  cf  Sink. 

U.  S.  CoNStJLAR  Office,  GibraUar: 
r  -,  On  this  13th  day  of  September,  m pa- 
l^^'j  sonally  appeared  in  my  Consulir  oittol 
the  United  States  of  America,  JohaAlkcon 
mander  of  the  sloop  Ranker,  bclonjifl^  lo  ik 
Government  of  the  aforesaid  Uaited  States,  ni 
John  Thompson,  master's  mate  on  board  si^ 
sloop  Ranger,  who,  after  being  swore  on  the  Hoij 
Evangelists,  did  declare  jointly  aodseTunll^eacJ 
speaking  for  himself,  that  they  sailed  iBwdwiUi 
said  vessel  from  Boston  in  America,  oa  or  aboii: 
the  21st  day  of  July  last,  on  the  serrice  of  s^ 
Government,  in  company  with  tiie  sloop  fnf* 
^'ler,  commanded  ^y  Captain  Bcnjamiii  Pnact 
with  whom  they  parted  company  a  few  «ys«B 
their  leaving  Bostop,  by  stress  of  weatijer. 

That,  on  the  23d  of  August  last,  being  i^"^ 
tude  40**  82^  north,  and  longitude  30°  w»®» 
schooner  came  up  wUh  them,  moanungsiiF 
with  sixteen  blunderbusses,  and  about  eignw 
men,  who,  although  the  American  cok^ «« 
flying  on  board  the  Ranger,  and  }^^^l 
to,  fired  three  broadsides  at  her  wiiiioot  ^ 
any  colors,  ordering  Captaio  Allen  logoM ^J 
them,  which  he  did;  they  then  ame"  wm 


any  colors^ 

them,  whic.  — ^  -— ,  — ^  ^  .  .,,.-5 
the  s'loop  Ranger,^  broke  open  Capujf^ 
chest  and  trunk,  taking  from  iheni  twdreft^J 
shirts,  a  suit  of  uniform,  six  pa\r '»1*^  »7  Xya 
cotton  stockings,  twelve  handkerchief,  «w^ 
jackets,  three  white  dimity  waistcoats,  two ^ 
hats,  two  pair  new  shoes,  and  t*®??;^i.-j^c 
pantaloons,  a  spy-glass,  sixtythrce  fS^^f^^ 
butter,  ch^se,*^pork,  ind  other  articles jW 
stores ;  likewise,  the  doctor^s  box,  tUe  n^^^ 
some  of  the  men's  clothes  and  money,  »»"',^ 
ter  from  the  Governor  of  Malta,  and  sercm 

That  the  commander  and  crew  of  t  e^^ 

jchooner  .privateer  t^^/t.^^.^^V^^^  ^^ 
knd  abusive  manner,  and  tney  *"*"  -  liiuR 
appearance,  language,  dress,  and  man  ^ 
beS  Spaniards  r  wSerefore,  they  niaie  JM 

ration  and  protest,  not  only  for  tiiew^/^Lsr 
mitted,  but  also  for  the  insult  shown  tue  m 

der  which  they  sailed.    ,^„._  .t  t  PN 

Sworn  and  declared  the  day  wd  r«'"  q 
written  before  me,    .J^^J}!^ 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Go^e""  Y^'JI'Itei 

borne,  to  the  Secrctwy  of  w^*  *    0 

NBW0aLBAH8,JI«»<*^i'^|^ 

Sir:  In  consequence ofaletiw  I  wV^j^^ it 

Mr.  Joseph  Chambers,  the  S^^'^±^!l^^  lirf« 
Fort  St.  Stephens,  infonnwg  ma  "»•* 
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luantity  of  peltry,  ftc,  Teadyfor  exportation,  and 
lesiring  that  I  woqld  make  arrangements  with 
he  Spanish  authorities  to  secure  to  articles  to 
ind  from  the  factory  a  passage  free  from  inter- 
ruption or  duties,  I  addressed  to  the  Goyemor  of 
fVest  Florida,  (who  is  now  in  this  city,)  a  letter 
)f  which  the  enclosed  No.  1  is  a  copy,  and  on  this 
lay  I  receiyed  an  answer,  of  whicn  No.  2  is  a 
;opy.  From  these  documents,  you  will  discover 
hat  the  interest  of  the  factory  is^  in  a  measure, 
ubjected  to  the  caprice  of  a  Spanish  oflcer. 

No.  1. 

jOfy  of  a  letter  fioom  GoYemor  Clsibome  to  Goremor 

Folch,  dated 

Nbw  Orlbanb,  March  7,  ISDIb 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  United  States,  with 
I  Tiew  to' preserve  a  good  underdtandioff  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  has  established  a  factory  or 
radiog-house  at  Fort  St.  Stephens,  on  the  Tom* 
Hgbee  river.  The  goods  transmitted  to  this  fac- 
ory,  and  the  peltry,  &c.,  exported  therefrom,  are 
he  property  of  the  United  States,  and  I  persuade 
oyself  that,  on  their  passage  by  way  of  Mobile, 
K)  duties  will  be  exacted,  or  interruption  offered, 
)y  the  authorities  of  Spain. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  that,  by 
I  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Hia  Cath- 
ilic  Majesty,  they  are  mutually  bound  to  restrain 
he  Indians  within  their  respective  limits  from 
:ommittin^  hostilities  against  th^  adjacent  settle- 
nents  of  either  Power. 

The  prosperity,  therefore,  of  the  factory  at  Fort 
3t.  Stephens  is  interesting  to  both  our  nations, 
ince  the  influence  which  the  American  Qovern- 
nent  may  acquire  in  the  Choctaw  councils  will 
)e  used  not  only  to  secure  peace  and  safety  to 
>ur  own  frontiers,  but  to  the  dominions  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  great  respect  and 
ugh  consideration. 

WM.  a  C.  CLAIBORNE. 

His  Ex'cy  Gov.  Folgh. 

No.  2. 

yopy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Folch  to  Governor 

Claiborne,  dated . 

March  15, 1804. 

Sir:  In  order  to  answer  your  letter  of  the 
'th  instant^  with  due  propriety,  and  according 
o  the  spirit  of  the  Roval  orders  prevailin|r  on  the 
ubject,  I  consulted  the  Intendant,  Mr.John  D. 
ilorales,  who  has  given  me  his  opinion  in  the 
olio  wing  terms: 

"  My  opinion^  sir,  respecting  the  particulars  re- 
ated  m  Qovemor  Claiborne^s  letter  to  you,  is, 
hat  we  cannot  deviate  fVom  the  order  given  to 
IS  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  which  I  have  trans- 
cribed to  you  in  mv  last,  of  the  8th  instant.  For 
;he  same  reason,  woen  His  Elccellency,  General 
Wilkinson,  requested  to  allow  the  pass*  of  two 
American  vessels,  one  in  the  Spring,  the  other  in 
:he  Fall,  which  I  did  not  grant,  ana  His  Majesty 


approved  4ny  eondact,  and  caused  the  treaty  to  be 
carried  into  execution." 

These  circumstances  will  convince  your  Ex- 
cellency that  it  is  not  in  my  power  tocomply  with 
your  request;  however,  I  will  represent  the  case 
to  the  King,  and  inform  you  of  the  result  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  respect  and  consider- 
ation. >»F.  FOLCH. 

His  Ex'cy  Gov.  Claiborn b.  -. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Joseph  Chambers,  United 
States  &ctor,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Choctaw  trad i no-house, 
Apra  11, 1804. 
"  It  may  not  be  improper  in  me  to  state,  that  it 
will  be  imtK)ssible.for  me  to  continue  the  tfading- 
house  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  to  afford  to 
the  Indians'that  friendly  accommodation  intended 
by  Jhe  Government,  without  incurring  certain 
loss,  unless  we  are  speedily  freed  from  the  heavy 
exaction  of  twelve  per  centum  demanded  by  the 
Spanish  officers  at  Mobile,  on  all  exports  that 
pass  this  port,  and  the  same  on  imports,  making 
together  nearly  one-fourth  per  cent." ' 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Claiborne  to  the 
SecMaiy  of  War,  dated  '  « 

New  Orleans^  April  20, 1804. 
it- In  conformity  with  my  advice.  Joseph  Cham- 
bers, United  States  factor  for  theUhootaw  nation, 
has  flfhipped  a  quantity  of  peltry  forPhiladelphia, 

ivia  New  Orleans.)  On  the  passage  of  the  peltry 
own  the  Mobile  river,  a  dnty  was  demanded  by 
the  Spanish  officers  at  the  town  of  Afobile,  and 
which  Mr.  Chambers  paid,  not.  however,  without 
entering  a  protest  against  the  proceeding,  a  copy 
of  which  I  now  enclose  you. 

"  Some  provisions  sent  by  the  contractor  from 
this  city  to  Fort  Stoddert  were  also  detaitfed  at 
MoHle,  until  a  duty  of  twelve  per  cent,  was  paid 
thereon ;  duties  are  also  exacted  on  all  exports 
plassittg  down  the  Mobile,  and  paid  very  reluct- 
antly by  our  citizens. 

"  The  Spaniards  are  fortifying  Pensacola  and 
the  towa  of  Mobile ;  at  the  former  place  there  ia 
to  be  stationed  five  or  six  hundred  men,  and  at  the 
latter  a  battalion  of  artillery,  and  one  company 
of « dragoons  are  now  employed.'' 

Pro^t  of  Joseph  Chambers,  United  SUtes  &ct^ 

Whereas,  by  the  order  of  the  proper  officers  of 
the  QoveruBent  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
sixty  bales,  three  hogsheads,  and  one  barrel  of  pelr 
tries  and  fnrs.  the  property  of  said  Government, 
cdlected  at  tne  Governmental  trading-boose,  es- 
tablished by  attthotity,  for  the  friendly  accommo- 
dation of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  was 
directed  to  be  tranaported  from  the  said  trading^ 
house,  in  the  county  of  .Washington,  Mississippi 
Territory,  by  descending  the  Tombigbee  or  Mo- 
bile river,  and  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  Atlantic  part  of  the  United  Slates, 
(via  New  Orleans.)    The  said  cargo  of  peltries 
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asd  furs,  being  oa  its  passace  as  aforesaid,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  said  river  at  the  post  of  Mobile,  the 
officers  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty  the  Baoff  of 
Spain  did  at  that  post  demand  a  dutf  of  twelve 
per  centum  upon  their  estimated  value  of  said 
cargo,  to  be  paid  for  the  nse  of  His  Majesty,  and 
it  was  then  made  known  and  properljf  eertiied  to 
the  said  officers,  that  the  said  peltries  and  ftirs 
were  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
then  on  its  passage  from  one  part  thereof,  to  ano- 
ther. Notwithstanding  which,  the  said  officers 
did  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  detain  and  stop 
the  said  cargo  at  the  said  post  of  Mobile,  and  did 
then  and  there  refiise  to  permit  it  to  proceed  on 
its  passage,  until  the  said du^  of  twelve  per  cent- 
um, amounting  to  one  hunored  and  eighty-two 
dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents,  was  paid. 

Now,  the  undersigned  agent  of  the  United 
States,  having  paid  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eiehty-two  dollars  sixty-eight  cents ;  not 
admitting  the  right  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's officers  to  exact  or  impose  the  hforesaid  duty 
in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  cannot  suffer  a 
proceeding  so  unaccommodating^  and  apparently 
unjust^  to  pass  with  tacit  acquiescence,  and  in 
compliance  with  his  obligations  he  enters  this  his 
remonstrance  and  solemn  nrotesL 

Because,  theexaetio&ior  aditty  upon  the  pron- 
erty  of  a  Government  passing  upon  natieable 
waters,  (which  are  the  common  highways  of  na- 
ture,) from  one  part  of  its  territories  to  another, 
although  this  passage  flight  intersect  the  limits 
of  a  different  Government,  is  in  violation  of  a 
right  which  ought  not  to  be  questioned  by  na- 
tions friendly  to  each  other. 

Because,'  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty  has  mffiii- 
fested  a  disposition  friendly,  liberal,  and  just,  to- 
ward the  Gfovernment  of  tne  United  Stales,  and 
the  Chief  Magistrates  of  each  nation  have-muia- 
ally  cultivated  peace,  harmony,  and  gpOKi  .will|  be- 
tween their  respective  citizens  and  sabjects,  it  is 
therefore.sapposed  that  this  proceeding  is  without 
fiis  Maiesty^s  orders  or  his  knowledge,  and  that  it 
has  probably  emanated  from  the  sanae  source  from 
which  the  unautho^iwd  act  of  shotting  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  against  the  United  Sutes'  rightof 
deposit,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  proceeded.  That  the  proceedings  afore- 
said may  be  duly  made  known  to  His  Most  Cath- 
olic Majestv  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  U  nited  States  of  America,  and  thereby 
become*  the  subject'  of  proper  investigation,  this 
xsmonsiranee  and  protest  is  made  and  delivered 
to  Colcuel  Maximilian  Maiaant,  comnandMitpo- 
Uticai  and  military  at  Mobile; 

Done  at  Mobik,  this  13th  April,  18M: 

JOSEPH  CHAMBBRS, 
AgmU  to  the  CSwcUgm  tradiiing'hoiMt, 

Copj  of  a  letter  from' Joseph  Ohsnbeii,  UnHed  States 
factor*  to  the  B&aAuej  of  War,  dated 

Choctaw  TRADiiro-BO0SB, 

HoBfUKtifTooPA,  Dec,  12. 1B041 
Sir  :  Bnclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  or  a  letter 
from  Micha^  Aelava,  collector  of  the  customs  at 


the  port  of  Mobile,  to.  me,  and  my  reply  tbovts: 
bis  letter  and  the  vessels  with  the  goods  I  met  s; 
Fort  Stoddert.  on  my  way  to  Mobile  I  \m 
eamestif  to  solicit  you  will  direct  mehovtopnt 
ceed  in  the  particalar  business  to  which  tkese let- 
ters relate,  alto,  to  give  instructions  forDj^or- 
eniment,  generally,  in  my  intereoane  vitk  tbe 
Spanish  oracers  at  Mobile,  for  your  'nmim 
would  relieve  me  from  much  anxiety,  oecssaned 
by  my  fears,  that,  by  acting  from  my  ovo&ere- 
tion,  I  may  comeait  errors,  ordo  things  thttaifkt 
not  meet  your  approbation  \  increised  hiodnKs 
and  obstacles  are  given  by  the  Spnuh  offieeni: 
Mobile  to  this  house ;  although  justice  demands 
that  Ishatl'state  that  Michael  Aelin,  cdte. 
has  been  very  civil  and  respectful  in  theezecDtioi 
of  vrhat  he  staces  to  be  the  dnties-of  his  Qfiee,aiid 
the  orders  of  hie  supeuor  oflkets. 

There  will  be  a  considerable  qoinutyoipdtij 
and  fur  to  remit  the  ensning  Sprio^froo^ 
house;  if  a  duty  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  SpiBni^ 
upon  its  passage  by  Mobile,  I  most  befsnislKd 
with  the  meana  to  meet  it.  I,  howeTo,iit» 
myself  that  we  will  in  a  very  short  timetoTetk 
free  and  imfettered  navigation  of  the  Mobile  nra 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  wiA  perfeei  respect 
and  attachment,  your  most  obedient  liMljIe«' 
vant,  .  JOSEPH  QHAMBm 

Gen.  Dbabbosn,  Secretarf  cf  War, 

Copy  of  a  letter   fiom  Michael  AeUn  to  Jflsp^ 

Cbamben,  dated 

MoaiLS,i^.^l^ 
Sir:  Prom  what  Mr.  Smith  gave  ineiowii«^ 
stand,  I  hav«  cziweted,  since  Suodsy  h«^«2 
seen  you  here  -,  the  weather  now  »  a'JI"*!^ 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  vesael.  M/.  ^ 
has bonnd  himseif  to  me  topey  the dniKs « w 
goods  at  the  end  of  the  year  if  ^^^K'Z 
does  not  (Vee  them  s  ia  fell  asswanee  tWl^ 
to  do  with  a  man  of  honor,  and  thttjoQWJ"^ 
quieace  to  the  above  conditioas;  ^d  u  J^"^ 
venient  for  you  ta  come  down  yourseU,  p 
make  -out  an  obligation,  (ia  tjie  fM«  ^ 
Smith  has  done,)  for  what  goods, '*ff."S 
and  send  It  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  form  p 
lie  officer  I  must  always  have  docomentews^ 
I  am,  with  consideration  and  esteem,  fow"» 
obedittt  servant,  u.ASU^^ 

mikeMfbib. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Joseph'  Ch»°^^.  ditti 
AeUva,  CoUector  of  the  Cartoms,  »t  *«"•. 

FoRTSTODDBBT^^^•^^^^3o( 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  Ifl'^ 
the  20th  curreiit,  yesterday.  .It  ^^fuJ^rft0^ 
known,  that  I  did  at  Mobile,  in  Apn^Ttaiwi 
against  the  right  to  exact  duties  Irom  J  ^^^j^goi 
States,  for  its  property  passing  Jjr.wa*  ,  ^ 
of  its  ports  to  another,  although,  ^J  ^^^.jjj;  Go^ 
it  miglit  intersect  the  territory  ol  mu  ^^^ 
emment  J  therefore,  there  was  no  groon" 
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ranee  ot  ereii  probftble  ezpeclatipn, .  that  I  woald 
consent  to,  or  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  Gkiver- 
nor  Folch,  onlv  on-thtsqneMbii.  Further,  it  will 
be  recollected  njr  the  eommaiiiant*  CapC.  OsonM^, 
Colonel  Mazeki^.  and  Mr.Sinipson,  thait  I  did  lat 
that  time  refuse  to  aigo  a  bond  for  duties,  (but  the 
necessity  of  the- eat*  only  induced- me  to  pa«  the 
duties  then  demanded,)  consequently,  a  oond 
could,  or  ought  aot  to  be  expected  from  me  in  this 
instance^  to  authorize  the  passage  of  public  goods, 
for  the  Indian  trading-hous^  and  the  Indian  pres- 
ents, and  more  especially  when  we  take  into  riew 
the  fifth  article  ol  the  Treaty  of  San  Loren;?o  de 
Real  of  the  27th  October,  1795,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  King  of  Spain,  and  which  the 
stoppage  of  these  goods,  might,  perhaps,  ha^e 
tended  to  counteract.  Here  I  quoted  the  article. 
Vide  treaty,  article  5. 

The  Umlfd  States  hare  suflfered  Spanish  sub- 
ject^ for  their  own  private  account  and  interest, 
lo  furnish  the  Indians  "within  their  limits  with 
oaerchandtse  without  tax  or  hindranoeb 

The  Spanish  GoVernment,by  its  officers  at  Mo* 
tule,  have  levied  and  demanded  oppresam  ^es 
}n  the  propertv  of  the  United  States,  which  pro- 
perty or  merenandise  was  expieuly  intcndaa  by 
;he  American  Gk)yemment  for  the  humane  and 
)eaeToient  purposes  of  cultiTating  peace,  friend- 
ihip,  and  good  will,  betweea  the  Indians  within 
iheir  limits  and  the  white  people;  and  also  to 
>romote  the  civilisation  ana  happiness  of  these 
indians. 

Under  the  foregoing  circumstances^  no  bond 
iwAdj  or  win  be  given  by  me,  without  expresa 
>rders  from  the  Government  under  which  I  have 
he  honor  to  act.  No  great  public  aocommoda- 
ion  f  for  it  is  the  Qovernment  oiUy  that  is  inter- 
!8ted)  is  received  by  the-  nermissioa  fyr  these 
foods  to  pass;  after  some  or  them  had  been  de- 
ained  one  month,  or  thereabouts,  without  any  no- 
iee  being  given  for  what  cause,  and,  knowing,  as 
presume  was  known  and  well  understood,  tnat 
hey  were  the  property  of  the  United  Statesj  and 
onsequently,  taey  must  have  been  permitted  to 
lass  as  their  property  only,  without  any  relation 
0  my  individual  honor  or  interest,  and  upon  the 
^Governmental  responsibility.  I  feel  confident  that 
he  American  Gbvernment  wlU  cause  justice  to 
le  done  toward  you  as  an  oflker,  for  the  friendlv 
ccommodation  intended  them  by  the  forwara- 
aent  of  their  vessels.  I  shaU  senda  copy  of  your 
Hter,  and  of  this,  to  the  proper  officers  of  Gov- 
rnment.  also  inform  them  of  the  respectful' man* 
er  in  wnichyou  have  exercised  the  dnties  of  your 
flKce  in  your  concerns  with  me.    I  am^  Ac. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBBRS. 


Governor  ClaiboTne  to  the  Secretaiy  of  8tate« 

N*w  OaLCAMiaj  Aug,  7. 1805. 
Sir  :  In  my  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo. 
ma  enclosed  a  letter  to  me,  from  the  Marquis  or 
/asa  Calvo,  (soliciting  that  Spanish  (^cers  now 
1  this  territory  may  m  eorempted  from  the  pay- 
lent  of  the  municipal  tax,)  together  with  a  copy 
f  my  anawer  thereto. 


I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  second 
letter  from  the  Marquis  on  the  same  subject,  to- 
l^ther  with  a  list  of  the  officers  alluded  to,  and  if 
U  be,not  impropei,  I  sbeold  be  glad  to  hear  your 
sentiments  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  exemption 
solicited ;  my  own  opinion  is,  "  that  the  officers 
generally  who  poMCss  property  within  this  territory 
are  liable  to  taxation ;  nor  l»n  exeeoption  be  made 
in  favor  of  the  Marqois  and  the  members  of  hie 
familv,  until  he  shall  have  been  recoj^ised  by  the 
President  as  an  agent  of  Spain."  You,  no  doubt, 
will  be  surprised  to  find  so  many  foreign  officers 
in  this  city ;  the  fact  is,  sir,  they  are  wedded  to 
Louisianai  and  necessity  alone  will  induce  them 
to  depart.  I  have  repeatedly,  by  letter  and  verlnl* 
IVf  informed  the  Marquis,  that  theooatinuaaceia 
tnis  territory  ''of  ao  many  Spanish  officeisy  so 
long  beyond  the  right  occasion  for  it,''  was  not 
seen  with  approbation,  and  urged  their  departure* 
The  Marquis  haaas  often  assured  me  of  his  dispo- 
sition to  comply  with  my  wishes,  but  you  will 
pereeiTe  that  the  inoonvenience  is  not  yet  reme- 
died. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  reapeet, 
your  humble  servant, 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNK* 

Jamm  Mfniaoii,  SecnUny  ofskaie. 

To  Iha-OcweaMr  of  the  Territesj  of  New  Orleans. 

Naw  OauiAifa^  At^.  2, 1805; 

Sib:  Inconsequence  of  the  letter  your  Excel* 
lencv  has  been  pleased  to  write  to  mi^  relating  to 
the  aoubt  wbien  I  manifeated  ceneerning  the  per* 
sons  employed  in  the  commission  of  limits  and 
other  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majeaty,  who  ase 
yet  iOf  bui, about  to  depart  from  this  province  I 
enaloee  to  youi  Eicellenoy  thelist  of  persons  wi&o 
now  compose  the  said  commission,  tt^ether  witk 
that  of  the  individuals  who  are  uoot  to  depart 
from  this  country,  as  soon  as  their  businesa  theM<*' 
in  shall  be  terminated,  and  also^  that  of  the  retired 
individuals,  and  of  the  widows  on  pensions,  who 
may  remain  in  thia  proviaoe*  May  your  Mxcel- 
leacy  live  many  years. 

DS  CASA  CALVOi 

I  do  oertify  the  above  translation. 

MOREAU  USLEY,  MOetpreier. 

A  list  of  the  individuala  composing  the  erpedTtlon  of 
the  limits  of  the- Province  of  Looieianat  as  approved 
by  His  Catholie  Maiesiy'e  order  el  tbs  SOth  Auaust, 
1804. 

Pirineipal  CeoMiuasianer^The  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo. 

Associate  Commissionef-^Lieutenant  Colonel 
Don  Joseph  Martinez  de  Croza,  brigadoviiu^Qr.  in 
the  corps  of  enaineers. 

Secretary — The  Commissary  at  War  ad  hono^ 
m.  Dob  Andrew  Lopez  Armesto. 

Clerk — The  first  sergeant  of  the  regiment  of 
the  Havana,  Antonio  Martinez. 

Captain--4>on  Nicholas  Piniel. 

Captain  in^the  arm]r-*-Don  Stephen  Minor. 

^ — '-  '^  ^^  0uiiiift«-.Do&  Thomaa  Pdwer. 
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MeiaHmu  with  Spain, 


Chaplain — "Don  Sebastian  OUi. 

Surgeon — Don  Joachim  Ablandedo. 

Commander  of  the  eseordng  troo|>9 — Don  Be- 
niffno  Gareior  Calderon,  adjutant  in  the  regiment 
ofLjOuisiana. 

Sergeant  of  the  same-— John  B.  Dela  la  Cruz, 
with  a  corporal  and  ten  ^nadiers. 

Adjutant— rDon  Ignatius  Fernandez,  adjutant 
of  the  regiment  of  Louisiana. 

Officer  of  the  revenue-rDon  John  Tala. 

Clerk  of  the  same — Don  Felix  Tala,  his  son. 

Surgeon  of  the  HospUal — Don  Fernando  Mo- 
reno. ^ 

Commander  of  the  galliot  and  smaller  boate — 
Don  Anthony  Molina. 

Carpenter — lufonuel  Quillemain. 

Note.— That,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
of  timber  for  the  navy,-  the  fourth  omcer  of  the 
naval  administration  Don  Anthony  de  J.  Cam, 
and  his  clerk  Don  John  B.  Bernendez,  are  ii)  this 
place. 

A.  LOPEZ  ARMESTO,  Secretary, 
MOREAU  LISLEY,  IrUerpreter. 
New  Oelbamb,  Jufy  30, 1805. 

A  Ust  of  penons  employed  by  Hie  Catholic  Majesty, 
who  are  to  depart  as  seen  as  their  bnsineBs  is  ter- 
minated. 

Apministration  of  the  King's  rbtenue. 

1.  Don  John  Ventura  Morales,  paymaster  gen- 
eral of  the  army,  late  Intendant  pPo  tempore  in 
this  pro7ince. 

2.  Don  Gilbert  Leonard,  treasurer  of  the  arm^. 
late  paymaster  general  pro  tempore  in  the  said 
province. 

3.  Don  Manuel  Armirez,  treasurer  j»ro  tempore* 

4.  Don  Cayetano  Valdez,  secretary  of  the  In- 
tendency. 

5.  Don  Francis  Arroya,  destined  by  a  royal 
order  for  Porto  Rico. 

6.  Don  Joseph  Ruida,  w)&o  is  to  go  to  Cam- 
peachy. 

CnSTOM^BOUBB. 

1.  Don  Joseph  Anthony  de  Hoa,  administrator. 

2.  Don  Anthony  Morales,  treasurer. 

8.  Don  Af  annel  Toledano,  officer  of  the  gnard 
of  the  custom-house. 

ROTAL  HoePITAL. 

1.  Don  Joseph  Trustas,  surgeon,  who  has  order 
of  the  King  to  retire  into  PensacoU.  . 

SUBYBTOR  QbNBRAL. 

1.  Don  Charles  Trudeau.  . 

LOPEZ  ARMESTO,  Secretary. 

I  do  certify  the  above  translatioiu 

MOREAU  UBLEY  ,Itiierprtter. 
Nbw  Oblbans,  Jttly  30, 180d. 

A  list  of  the  officers  in  His. Majesty's  serrice,  who  are 
to  depart  immediately  after  having  tenninated  their 
'  bosineas. 

OrFtCBRe  WHO  BBtoMOBn  TO  THB  LATB  BTAFF  OF 

TBIS  PLAOB. 

Town  Major-^Liieuteaant  Colonel  Don  Qil« 


berto  Gkiillemard,  who  is  on  tbe  point  of  gom^  to 
Pensaeola. 

Adjutant — Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Pael  ic 
Blanc,  who  is  to  go  to  the  same  place. 

Adjutant — Captain  Henry  Mentzinger,  viw  is 
ordered  to  go  to  the  said  place. 

Ofpicbbb  of  the  BBeiMBirr  op  Lomsuii. 

Ccmiams, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Zenon  Tradeso. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  IgnaCias  Delino, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Joseph  le  Blanc, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  John  Ltsssae, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Felix  Trndeao* 

Note. — They  ought  to  have  joined  ther  eorpfi, 
and,  for  not  having  yet  done  it,  are  exposed  to 
lose  their  commissions. 

Militia. 
Captain — Don  Lewis  de  Clonet,  late  comioand- 
er  of  the  same. 

Abmt.- 
Lieutenanit  Colonel — Don  Pelex  Ronsaeao.  who 
has  solicited  his  retreat. 
Captain— Don  Henry  Peyronx. 

Posts. 
Don  Peter  Marin,  late  adoninistntor  oi  the 
same. 

ANDREW  LOPEZ  ARMESTO. 

I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

MOREAU  LISLEY,  BUerpreUr. 
New  pBLEANS,  Jidy  30, 1805. 


A  list  of  the  retired  officers,  and  of  othar 
ployed  in  tho  service  of  His  Citholic  Majoaj,  who 
remain  in  this  ProTince  in  order  to  settle  their  \nH- 
ness»  or  on  account  of  their  old  age  or  iiifin?i*^*«- 

1.  Don  Nicholas  d'Annoy,  colonel  of  tke  royal 
corps^f  artillery. 

2.  Don  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  colonel. 

3.  Don  Peter  Fayrot^  lieutenant  colonel  and 
captain  of  grenadiers,  with  a  royal  penaiissida  for 
two  years. 

4.  Don  Manuel  Panzos,  captain. 

5.  Don  Francis  Rivas,  captain. 

6.  Don  Joseph  Barmonde,  captain. 

7.  Don  William  Dupare,  captain. 

8.  DonLewisTudice, lieutenant, with thegrada 
of  captain. 

9.  Don  Stephen  Lamorandier,  lieutenant,  witk 
the  grade  of  captain. 

10.  Don  Charles  Morant,  adjutant  general  of 
militia.    . 

11.  Don  Charles  de  Villiers,  first  lieutenant  d 
militia,  with  a  royal  permission  for  three  years. 

12.  Don  John  Vives,  first  lieutenant  of  militii, 
with  a  royal  permission  for  three  rears. 

13.  Don  Peter  Faillon,  second  lieutenant  of 
militia. 

14.  Don  Joseph  Piernas,  second  lieotenantof 
militia. 

15.  Don  Manuel  Soilleau,  second  lieatenat  of 
militia. 

16.  Don  James  Fernandez,  second  lieotenantof 
militia. 

.    17.  Don  Silvestre,  second  lieatenant  of  mihtia 
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18.  Don  Henry  Darcaneel,  officer  of  adminis- 
tration. 

NoTE.-^By  ft  partienlar  fiiTor  of  Hi§  Majesty, 
the  widoi^s  of  the  persons  employed,  who  are  en- 
joyiDg  of  pensions,  though  they  are  miable  to  gt> 
toPensacofa,  are  the  following: 

1.  Donaa  Marquisite  Waths,  widow  of  the 
Brigadier  0on  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  lale 
jfovernor  of  this  province. 

2.  Mrs.  Villemont. 

3.  Mrs.  Bonligny. 

4.  Mrs.  Panis; 

5.  The  Baronefts  de  Bronner. 

6.  Mrs.  Trevino* 

7.  Mrs.  Causat. 

8.  Donna  Fran9oi9  Trudeau. 

9.  Mrs.  Zespedes. 

Note. — There  wa^  a  small  number  of  retired 
ergeants  and  privates  who  are  to  go  to  Baton 
louge  or  Pensacola. 

A.  L.  ARMESTQ. 

I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

M.  LISLEY,  JbUerpreter. 
Nbw  Orleans,  July  30, 1805. 

120  MiLi^s  FROM  New  Orleans, 

Augugt  26, 1805. 

Sir  :  The  report  of  the  retrocession  to  Spain, 
f  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  had  also 
revafled  in  New  Orleans. 

The  evening  prior  to  my  departure,  beine  on  a 
isit  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  I  asked  him  if 
e  knew  upon  what  authority  that. report  was 
rcuiated;  he  answered  in  the  negative,  and 
Ided,  that  he  had  understood  the  negotiation 
as  suspended,  and  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  left 
[adrid;  he  further  •  said j  that  the  Minister  of 
tate  (Cevalloa)  had  informed  him,  the  Marquis,' 
tat  the  desire  of  the  Conrt  of  Spain  Was  to  make 
the  Mississippi  river  the  boundary,  and  in  time 

was  expected  that  that  object  would  be  attain- 
I."  The  Marquis  delivers  himself  in  the  French 
agoage.  From  my  irapetfeet  knowledge  of 
renoh,  it  is  probable  I  may  have  misunderstood 
«nc^of  his  expressions,  but  I  am  sure  I  have  given 
>u  the  subsuaee  of  what  he  said.  The  prospect 
•  a  retrocession  of  the  ivest  bank  of  the  Missis^ 
ppi,  now  is,  and  has  always  been,  the  theme  of 
lie  Spanish  officers  who  remain  in  tUs  territory, 
id  many  citizens  seem  to  view  it  as  an  event 
kely  to  nappen — an  inmcession  which  I  greatly 
gret,  since  it  tends  to  lessen  their  confidence  in 
le  American  Government,  and  to  cherish  a  Soan- 
h  party  amonff  us.  Next,  therefore^  to  a  nnal 
Ijastment  of  Rmits  with  the  Spanish  €k>vem- 
ent,  I  most  desire  to  see  every  Spanish  officer 
moved  from  the  ceded  territory.  There  cer- 
inly  must  be  a  power  somewnere  vested,  to 
use  to  be  executed  the  clause  in  the  treaty  which 
rects  *'the  Spanish  forces  to  be  withdrawn,  with- 

three  montns,  from  the  ceded  territory,"  and  I 
;oald  indeed  be  pleased  to  have  it  hinted  to  me, 
at,  in  my  character  as  Commissioner  or  Gtov'- 
nor,  I  could,  on  this  occasion,  take,  if  necessary, 
^mpukory  measures. 

9th  Con. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  si^,  very  reepecfftdty, 
your  hnmMe  servant, 

WM;  O.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Hon.  Jambs  Maoison, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Claibonie  to  ikt 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 

N£W  OfiLEANs,  October  ^4, 1805. 
Sia :  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  embar- 
rassments* to  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  subjected  who  navigate  the  Mobile 
river.    All  American  vessels  passing  by  the  town 

of  Mobile  are  brought  to,  and  a  duty  of per 

cent,  exacted  both  on  imports  and  exports.  These 
duties  are  even  required  on  articles  passing  to  and 
from  the  garrisons  and  factories  oljthe  United 
States.  I  have  addressed,  on  this  occasion,  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Morales,  by  whom,  it  is  said,  this  pro- 
ceeding was  authorized ;  but  in  his  answer,  whicli 
was  this  morning  received,  he  professes  to  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  particulars,  and  declines  any 
interference  until  he  should  advise  upon  the  suIh 
ject  with  the  Governor  of  West  Florida. 
'  I  have  certain  information  of  the  arrival  at 
Pensacola  of  four  hundred  troops  from  Havana, 
and  that  a  much  larger  number  is  d^ily  expected. 
I  al^o  learn  from  a  source  entitled  tp  credit,  that 
three  hundrird  men  are  ordered  from  Pensacola  to 
Baton  Rouge,  and  that  eight  hundred  Spanish 
troops  have  lately  been  posted  on  the  frontier  of 
^he  Province^  of  Texas,  it  is  a  fact  known  to  me, 
that  a  Spanish  agent  has  contracted  with  a 'mer- 
chant of  this  city,  for  the  delivery  at  the  town  of 
jSiobple)  of  four  thousand  bairels  of  flour ;  and  that 
this  saiae  agent  not  being,  able  to  effect  a  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  four  tnousand  pair  of  shoes  at 
Mohiie,  has  nurehased  a  quantity  o£  leather.  Thei 
Marquis -of  Casa  Caivo  being  absent  from  this 
city,  it  is  mv  inteotton  to  require  of  Qovernoc 
Foloh  an  explanation  of  the  object  oi  these  mili- 
tary movements.  I  flatter  myself  that  hostilities 
between  the  United  Sutes  and  Spain  may  be 
avoided)  and  that  an  honorable  adjustment  of  oui 
di^rcncee  may  ensue.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  Spanish  aj^ants  calculateon  a  speedy  rup*^ 
tuce,  and  are  making  all  the  preparations  whicli 
their  means  permit,  to  cominence  the  war  in  this 
<|UArter  to  advantage*  New  Orleans  would,  un- 
questionably)  be  the  first  object  of  attack;  and 
with  a  view  to  its  security,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
see  Fort  St.  John  repaired,  and  put  in  a  state  of 
defisnee^  that  fortcommanda  the  mouth  of  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  and,  if  strengthened,  would  pre- 
sent a  ffreat  impediment  to  the  passage  of  troops 
from  Pensacola  and  Mobile  by  the  way  of  the 
lakes  to  this  city  ^  the  works  are  in  ruins,  but 
might  readily  be  repaired  and  nmde  defensible 
without  any  considerable  expenditure. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Harry  Tonlmin,  Bsq.,  Judge 
in  the  MissWppi  Tcfrit6ry,  to  the  Secretary  of  StatCi 
dated 

Jolt  6, 1805. 
'*  You  are  informed,  no  doubt,  that  all  the  ves- 
sels to  and  frotn  this  country,  even  though  bound 
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to  Fert  Stoddert,  and  clewing  out  from  Fort  Stod- 
dert.  are  obliged  to  come  to  at  Mobile,  and  to  pay 
twdfve  per  ceotum  ad  vklorem  on  their  cargoes, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Spanish  officers. 

"  Such  an  exaction  as  this,  ^ ou  majr  well  con- 
ceive, must  be  ruinous  to  this  country,  and  is, 
moreover,  the  source  of  perpetual  heart-burnings 
and  contention  between  our  citizens  and  the  sub- 
jects of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

^^  There  are  two  vessels,  which  have  lately  un- 
dertaken, as  I  am  told,  to  pass  without  calling  at 
Mobile,  from  this  country,  laden  with  cotton.  I 
cannot  but  anticipate  unpleasant  consequences, 
but  will  inform  you  of  the  result  when  acquaint- 
ed with  it.»» 

Extract  firom  the  saine  to  the  nme. 

AnoDST  8,  1805. 

*^  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  letter  some  time  since, 
that  I  understood  that,  a  vessel  then  lying  in  the 
river  was  about  to  pass  the  Mobile  without  call- 
ing. Captain  Schuyler,  who  is  just  now  from 
Orleans,  tells  me  that  .she  passed  Mobile  in  the 
night ;  that  the  Spaniards  were  exceedingly  irri-. 
tated,  and  threatened  to  imprison  the  owner  of 
the  cargo  on  his  return  from  Orleans,  and  to  con- 
fiscate tne  vessel,  if  she  erer  appeared  there  again. 
They  also  talked  of  building  a  gunboat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  vessels  to  stop." 

Extract  from  the  same  to  the  same. 

October  11,  1805. 

"  Duties  are  still  rigorously  insisted  upon  at  Mo- 
bile, cargoes  unlad^  and  inventories  taken  of 
them,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  duties  to  be|iaid. 
The  schooner  Cato,  which  went  down  the  river 
without  calling,  is  still  detained,  and  will  proba- 
bly be  confiscated,  if  not  her  cargo.  I  could  not 
even  get  a  few  articles  belobffing  to  the  United' 
States  from  on  board  of  her.  wnicm  I  had  been  re- 

J nested  to  apply  for  when  tnere,  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Hnsmoor  and  Mr.  Chambers.  If  they  continue 
their  exactions,  this  countrv  must  inevitably  be 
rained.  I  mean  that  the  settlements  will  be  aban- 
doned. Many  are  now  preparing  to  go ;  some, 
probably  for  other  reasons,  but  the  greater  part,  I 
believe,  on  this  accounts  And  most  who  go,  will 
become  subjects  of  the  Spanish  Government." 


The  Governor  of  MiabiSBtppi  Territory  to  the  Secretaiy 

of  State. 

Mississippi  Territory, 
Thvm  of  Washington^  Sept.  14,  1805. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  affidavits,  marked  No.  1  to  11 
inclusive,  will  inform  you  of  some  outrages  com- 
mitted within  this  Territory  by  two  Spanish  par- 
ties. The  letters  marked  No.  1  to  5,  an^  an  order 
to  Colonel  Ellis,  will  inform  you  of  the  steps  which 
I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  take.  The  mes- 
senger with  mv  letter  to  Gk>vernor  Qrand  Pr6  has 
not  returned,  although  he  was  requested,- and  un- 
dertook to  be  back  by  this  morning.    I  have  not 


received  any  answer  to  my  despatck  to  yon  « 
this  subject  of  the  14th  June. 

If.  sir,  I  am  to  risk  any  thioff  on  this  occasko,  it 
shall  be  in  defence  of  the  liberties  and  the  profh 
erty  of  the  citizens,  and  in  support  of  the  ikoaor 
and  independence  of  my  CroverDroent;  ud  I 
hope  the  measures  taken  and  adyised  by  me,  will 
not  be  found  adverse  to  the  view^s  of  the  Exeea- 
tive  or  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  with  respect,  yours, 

ROBERT  W^ILXIAMS. 

Hon.  James  Maoison,  Sec  StcUe. 

ApnoAviT,  No.  1. 
Misssmppi  Territory ,  tViUanMon  Comitf: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  said  county,  Arthur  Cobb^ 
inn.,  and  being  dulv  sworn,  aecording  to  law,  on 
his  oath  deposeth  tnat,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of 
September,  1805,  being  at  the  house  of  Samnd 
Kemper,  or  otherwise  the  tavern  of  the  Kemoers, 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  be  vakea- 
ed  from  his  sleep  by  the  cry  of  murder  and  rob- 
bers. On  leaving  his  bed,  he  saw  a  man  in  actual 
contest  with  Samuel  Kemper;  on  proceeding  for- 
.ther,  he  saw  another  man,  and  afterwards  oae 
more,  and  all  being  armed  with  instrumentt  of 
death,  such  as  guns  and  pistols,  he  thought  proper 
to  retreat  to  call  assistance  ;  that  afterwards  a  pis- 
tol was  found,  which  must  have  belonged  to  oae 
of  those  men,  and  from  every  appearance,  he  be- 
lieved it  to  belong  to  Ira  Cook  nlneeland. 

ARTHUR  COBR  Jr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  this  3d  day 
September,  JOSHUA  BAKER,  J.  P. 

Affidavit,  No.  2. 

Likewise,  as  sheet  No  1,  appeared  Williaia 
Westbery,  and  deposeth,  that,  at  the  same  time, 
))eing  awakened  froni  his  sleep  by  the  breakiaf 
op^n  the  door — that  on  rising  ne  saw,  he  thxDks^ 
five  men;  in  the  act  of  beating  with  a  stick,  Sam- 
uel Kemper,  of  the  town  of  Pin ckneyville— that 
he  saw  them  drag  him  by  the  bands,  beard  the 
men  give  orders  to  tie  his  hands  with  a  rope- 
that  said  Samuel'Kemper  gave  the  crv  of  marder. 
and  that  was  theia»t  he  saw  or  heani  of  them. 

WILLIAM  WESTBERY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn 'before  me.  this  3d  day  cf 
September.  JOSHUA  BAKER,  J.  P, 

Affidavit,  No.  3. 

Likewise,  at  the  same  time  appe&red  before  me. 
James  Latta,  who  deposeth  on  oath,  that,  at  tkc 
same  hour,  being  just  awakened  by  some  man  re- 
questing to  see  Samuel  Kemper,  he  heard  then 
ask  for  whiskey,  and  being  asked  who  he  was, 
said,  a  friend;  that  they  then,  being  in  the  boa^ 
broke  open  the  door  of  said  Kemper^s  priraie 
lodgiuffrbom ;  that  he.  Latta,  attempting  to  rise, 
was  thrown  back  on  the  bed  by  two  men,  who 
said  they  would  take  his  life  it  he  spoke;  that 
there  appeared  to  be  five  men  in  number,  and  all 
disguised  in  black  paint ;  that  after  some  short 
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ime  he  got  an  opportanitv  of  escapiDg,  when  he. 
v^ent  for  assistance,  and  before  his  return  they  had 
>orne  off  the  said  Samuel  Kemper,  and  he  saw 
hem  no  more.  JAMES  LATTA. 

Subscribed  and  /iworn  before  me.  this  3d  day  of 
September.  JOSHUA  BAKER,  /.  A 

APFtDAVITi  No.  4. 

Wilkinaon  County,  Missusippi  Territory : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  just- 
ces  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  John  Atkinson, 
fleory  Gkimheart,  Richard  Richardson,  and  John- 
^hitaker,  who,  beioff  duly  sworn,  according  tQ 
aw,  on  their  oaths,  depose,  that,  on  the  night  of 
he'  3d  September,  1805,  being'at  the  house  of  Na- 
han  Kemper,  in  the  yicinity  of  Pinckneyville, 
between  the  nonrs  of  elev^i  and  twelve,  they 
leard  some  person  hail  the  house,  and,  on  being 
isked  two  or  three  times  who  thej  were,  they' 
iteadfastly  affirmed  it  was  Captain  Abraxns.  Jm- 
nediately  afterwards  they  opened  the  door,  which 
wung  on  the  inside  of  the  house  and  was  fastened 
)y  a  strinff  on  the  inside..  Immediately  on  this, 
fCeuben  £mper  appeared  to-be  only  at  that  ipo- 
nent  awaked  from  his  sleep,  asked  who  was 
here?  when  they  immediately  seized  him,  draj;- 
;ed  him  out  of  the  house  and  tied  him^  after  bruis- 
ng  him  very  much  with  a  club  or  clubs. 

Almost  at  the  same  time,  .they  dragged  Nathan 
[temper  from  the  bed  wherein  he  lay  with  his 
nrife.  and  tied  him  also,  but  did  not  beat  him  as 
nucn  as  they  did  Btcuben.  Said  Nathan  Kem- 
per requesting  to  see  his  wife,  was  refused  iu 
rery  rough  language;  she  likewise  was  refused 
n  her  request  of  seeing  her  husband.  On  Nathan* 
BLemper's  asking  what  they  had  done  to  deserve 
iuch  treatment,  was  answered.  *'  God  damn^  you 
lave  ruined  our  coantrv  !"  which  he,  Atkin^n, 
}eUeyes  to  be  the  American  territories  of  S[iain. 
That  the  said  Nathan  Kemper's  wife  received 
considerable  injury  from  the  violence  oC  these 
nen,  who  all  appeared  armed  with  guns,  pistols,- 
>r  clubs.  That  in  the  act  of  confinios  the  above 
;wo  men,  the^  cocked  and  uncocked  tneir  ^ns  a 
rreat  manv  times,  and  ordered  erery  man  in  the 
louse  to  tell  his  name,  and  keptf  a  strict  guard  at 
x>th  the  iloors  of  the  bouse,  and  would  not  admit 
>f  any  one  of  the  family,  or  any  one  that  did  not 
^elone  to  their  party,  parsing  and  repassing,  as 
they  frequently  presented  their  guns  cocked,  and 
laid  ttxey  would  blow  the  first  one  through  who 
ittempted  to  oppose  them.  That  they  then  gave 
I  regular  military  word,  forward  march,  and  at 
ihe  second  word  of  command  they  proceeded  on 
their  way,  and  bore  off  both  Reuben  and  Nathan 
temper. 

The  next  morning  they  saw  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood,  apparently  issuing  from  the 
wounds  of  Reuben  Kemper. 

JOHN  ATKINSON. 
HfiNRY  QAMHEART, 
RICHARD  RICHARDSON, 
JOHN  WHITAKBR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  third  day  of 
Sepumber.  JOSHUA  BAKER,  /.  P. 


Affidavit,  No.  5. 

Tcrriiory  of  Orleans,  County  of  Point  CoujpSe: 

September  5,  1605. 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  a  justice  or  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Couple,  Nathan  iLempcr.  who  bein^  duly 
swoYnj  declared  that^  on  the  nignt  of  the  third  in- 
stant, as  he  believed,  between  tne  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  the  doors  of  his. house  were  forced 
open  by  a  party  of  armed  men,  amounting,  as 
nfell  as  he  could  ascertain,  to  the  number  of  eigh- 
teen or  twenty ;  that,  as  soon  as  the  party  had 
entered,  they  cried  surrender ;  seized  his  brother 
Reuben,  ana  dragged  him  out  at  the  door ;  after  a 
struggle,  during  which  they  had  beat  him  with  a 
club,  and  so  choked  him  that  he  had  barely  power 
to  say,  '^  I  surrender !"  During  this  time,  ft.j^rt 
of  the  same  party  seized  the  deponent  by  differ- 
ent parts  of  tne  body  and  dragged  him  from  his 
bed,  where  he  lay  with  his  wife  and  child,  out 
through  the  door ;  after  which,  he  heard  some  of 
the  party  who  remained  in  the  house  cry  out,  ^  If 
the  oitcn  utters  another  word,  put  her  to. death!" 
Whereupon,  he  heard  a  blow  given  at  the  bed, 
and  thoueh  he  frequently  called  to  his  wife,  to 
know  if  she  was  still  alive,  could  get  no  answer. 
After  the  deponent  and  his  brother  Reuben  had 
been  fast  bound.,  they  were  conducted  along  the 
road  leading  to  Hinckney  ville,  as  far  as  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  Abraham  Horton,  being  still  within 
the  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  thence 
down  the  main  road  leading  towards  the  line  of 
demarcation.  At  some  small  distance  above  the 
line  they  were  conducted  a  short  way  into  the 
woods,  where  they  halted  a  considerable  time, un- 
til he  heard  a  detachment  of  the  same  party  com- 
ing along  the  main  road,  to  which,-  they  were 
again  led  back  from'  the  wood,  and  discovered 
their  brother,  Samuel  Kemper,  in  the  custody  (^ 
the  said  detachment.  From  thence,  they  were 
conveyed  across  the  line  of  demarcation,  and  de* 
livered  to  Capuin  Solomon  Alston,  by  whose 
party  they  were  put  on  board  a  pirongue,  at  Tu- 
nica landing,  under  a  guard  of  six  armed  men, 
who  said  their  orders  were  to  take  them  to  Baton 
Rouge,  and  there  deliver  them  at  the  fort.  From 
Tunica,  they  departed  about  daybreak,  and  as 
they  passed  along  by  the  shore  of  Point  Conp6e. 
called  out  that  they  were  American  citizens,  and 
clandestinely  taken  from  their  habitations  within 
the  Mississippi  Territory.  After  which,  they 
were  rescued  by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  command- 
ant of  the  garrison  at  Point  Coup6e.  The  de- 
ponent further  says,  thatj  among  those  who  sur- 
rounded bis  house,  he  recognised  the  following 
persons:  Minor  Butler,  and  his  brother-in-law 
Kitchie,  Abraham  Horton.  and  several  of  said 
Hor ton's  negroes,  all  inhabitants  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory.  NATHAN  KEMPER. 

Sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  December, 
1805.  EBENEZER  COOLEY.  /.  P. 

Affioavit,  No.  6. 

Th'ritory  of  Orleans^  County  of  Point  Coupie: 

September  5,  1805. 
On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Bbeoe^er  Pooley 
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Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Point  Cou- 
ple, Samuel  Kemper,  who.  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
clared, that  on  the  night  or  the  3d  instant,  about 
the  hour  of  twelve,  as  he  believed,  beine  at  his 
house  in  the  town  of  Pinckneyville,  in  the  Mis- 
sissif^pi  Territory,  be  heard  a  knocking  at  the  door, 
and  asked  who  was  there  ?  An  answer  was  qiade, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  and  the  onter  door 
burst  open..  The  door  of  the  bedroom  was  then 
forced,  and  a  blow  made  at  the  bed  with  a  double- 
barrelied  gun.  Depon^t  was  then  seized,  and 
dragged  out  of  the  bed  by  a  number  of  men,  who 
drew  him  into  the  room  which  they  first  entered, 
and  from  thence,  after  a  struggle,  into  the  street. 
He  was  then'  thrown*  on  the  ground,  and  a  rope 
was  tied  round  bis  neck,  by  which  he  was  dragged 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  He  was  then 
sufiTered  to  stand  upright,  and  attempted,  by  crying 
out,  to  give  an  alarm,  upon  which  he  received  a 
stroke  of  apistul  on  the  head,  by  which  he  was 
stunned.  •  The  rope  being  removed  from  his  neck 
to  his  arm,  he  was  compelled  to  run  for  the  space 
of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  after  which  he. was 
forced  to  get  up  behind  a  man  on  horseback ;  a 
Begro,  who  ran  on  foot,  still  holding  the  rope  by 
which  his  wrist  was  tied.  He  was  then  led  along 
the  main  road  across  the  line,  and  delivered  to  a 
party  of  men,  who  conducted  him  to  the  landing 
of  Bayou  Tunica.  Then  he  wa»  put  on  board  a 
pirogue,  with  his  two  brothers.  Reuben  and  Na- 
than Kemper,  and  conductea  down  the  river 
towards  Baton  Rouge.  When  opposite  Point 
CoupN&e  they  gave  the  alarm,  and  were  received 
by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garri- 
aon  of  Point  Couple.  ^ 

SAMUEL  KEMPER. 

Sworn  before  me.  this  5lh  of  September.  1S05. 
EBENEZER  COOLEY,  J.  P. 

Ajvwavit,  No.  7. 

TBrriUny  of  Orleans,  Cknmty  qf  Point  OoupSe: 

September  5, 1805. 
On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  Justice  of  tne  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Couple,  Reuben  Kemper,  who,  beine  duly 
8Wom,  declares,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  third  in- 
stant, about  the  hour  of  twelve,  being  at  the  house 
of  Nathan  Kemper^  within  about  two  miles  of 
Pinckneyville,  within  the  limits  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  the  house  was  surrounded,  and  the  doors 
thereof  forced  open,  by  a  party  consisting  of  at 
least  nineteen  persons,  whereof  some  were  neeroes, 
and  some  were  white  men  in  disguise.  That, 
among  the  latter,  he  recognised  and  personally 
knew  the  following  persons :  Louis  Ritchie,  Minor 
Butler,  Abraham  Horton.  James  Horton,  and  two 
others,  whose  names  he  aid  not  recollect,  but  ex- 
pected soon  to  be  able  to  ascertain,  all  of  whom 
are  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and 
Marcus Carr.Jas.  Say,  Philip  Say,  and  others,  resi- 
dmgwithin  the  Spanish  lines.  Oftheneeroes,  whose 
number  amounted  to  seven,  at  least  three,  whose 
names  are  William  or  Bill,  Nat,  and  Moses,  and 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  he  knew 
tobetheproperty  of  the  above-mentioned  Abiaham 


Horton.    That  the  said  party,  all  of  wbom  woe 
well  armed,  after  having  forced  their  wmy  into  the 
house,  violently  forced  him  from  his  bedroom,  after 
a  struggle  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  doriu  witieh 
he  received  several  violent  blows  on  the  hnivad 
face;  and,  after  having  torn  off  his  shirt  ani  tied 
him  with  cords,  forced  him  over  the  line  into  tk 
Spanish  territory,  where  they  delivered  him  8^ 
with  his  two  brothers,  Nathan  and  SmmoelKcB* 
per,  bound  in  the  same  manner,  to  Solomon  Alstoa. 
who  commanded  a  large  party  of  armed  moL 
That  said  Alston  received  tnem  within  tea  or  fif- 
teen feet  of  the  line,  on  the  Spanish  siiie;  that 
from  thence  they  were  conveyed  to  the  Bayou  of 
Tunica  landing,  bound,  as  already  tnentiowN^  and 
nearly  naked,  where  they  were  put  on  board  a 
pirogue,  and  there  tied  all  three  tqgethcr,  bf  orderr 
of  said  Alston.    That  said  pirogue  was  eomnkan- 
ded  by  William  Barker,  and  manned  by  Charies 
Stewart,  Adam  Bingaman,  John  RatclioJ  George 
Rowe,  and  John  Morris ;  that  tbe]^  departed  from 
the  Bayou  Tunica  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  day-hreii^ 
where  said  William  Barker  had  orders  to  delirer 
the  prisoners  up  to  Governor  Grand  Pr6.    That, 
as  they  passed  along  the  shore  of  Point  Conp^ 
the  prisoners  found  means  lo  declare  their  sitna^ 
tion  to  Doctor  Powles^  who  immediately  gave  in- 
formation thereof  to  Lieutenant  Wilson,  comman- 
dant of  the  sarrison  at  Point  Couple.     That  Lieo- 
tenant  Wilson  immediately  manned    his  boat, 
boarded  the  pirogue,  and  took  the  prisoners,  with 
those  who  conducted  them,  into  custody,  about  the 
hour  of  twelve  the  same  day. 

REUBEN  KEMPER. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  September,  190^ 
EBENEZER  COOLEY,  J.  P. 

AmoAvrr,  No.  8. 
TarriUMy  o/Orieans^  Counipof  Point  Compie: 

Sbptcmber  5,  1905l 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  Justice  or  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Coup6e,  Adam  Bingaman,  who,  being  doly 
sworn,  declared,  that,  on  the  night  of  thedd  in- 
stant, at  a  very  late  nour,  he  was  one  of  a  party 
commanded  by  a  Captain  Alston,  and  stationea 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  line  of  demarcation,  at 
the  Spanish  side,  for  the  purpose,  as  declared  by 
Captain  Alston,  of  seizing  the  Kempers,  who  were 
expected  to  come  from  the  American  territory. 
Tbatj  at  the  distance  of  about  fiftv  yards  above 
the  Ime,  he  'saw  a  party  approach,  who  were 
hailed  by  Captain  Alston,  to  whom  they  delivered 
three  prisoners.  The  party,  to  which  deponent 
belonged,  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Alston  to 
conduct  the  prisoners  to  Bayou  Tunica,  where  the 
prisoners  were  put  on  board  a  pirogue,  and  order- 
ed off  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  about  day-break  on  xht 
4tb.  That,  as  they  were  passing  opposite  the  post 
at  Point  Couple,  their  pirogue  was  boarded  bf 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  with  a  party  of  his  men, 
who  took  the  prisoners  and  their  conductors  into 
custody.  ADAM  BINGAMAN. 

Done  before  me, 

EBENEZER  COOLEY.  J.  P. 
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Ayhbavit,  No.  9. 
Terriiory  of  OrUoM,  County  of  Point  Oaupde : 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1805/ 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Oooley,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Uoup^e,  William  Barker,  who,  being  duly 
aworn,  deposed  and  declared  : 

That,  on  the  ni^htof  the  3d  instant,  he  trasobe 
of  a  party  of  militia  commanded  by  Captain  Als* 
ton,  which  party  was.  stationed  for  about  two 
hours  within  a  few  paces  of  the  line  of-  demarca- 
tion, ^on  the  Spanisn  pde*  That  they  heard  a 
noise' which  was  made- a  short  distan<^  abpye  the 
line,  and  soon  after -saw  a  party  cross  the  line, 
who  delivered  to  Captain  Alston  three  prisoners, 
whose  names  were  Reuben^  Nathan,  ana  Samuel 
Kemper.  Captain  Alston  ordered  the  prisoners 
to  be  immediately  conducted  ^o  the  Bayou  Tu- 
nica, where  they  were  put  in|o^a  pirogue,  to  be 
conveyed  to  Baton  Rouffe;  that  deponent  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Alston  to  keep  a  strict 
watch  on  them,  and  to  give  them  no  opportunity 
of  eaeaping  until  he  should  deliver  them  at  the 
fort  of  Baton  Rouge;  that, As  deponent  was  pass- 
ing dpposite  the  garrison  -of  Point  Couple,  his 
pirogue  was  taken  by  a  superior  force  conimanded 
oy  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garri- 
son of  Point  Couple',  who  took^into  custody  the 
prisoners  and  the  party  by  whom  they  were  con: 
ducted.    * 

WILUAM  BARKER. 

Sworn  before  me  this  5th  day  of  September, 
1805,  -    .     ' 

EBENEZER  OOOLEY, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Affidavit^  No.  10. 

Munesippi  Territory,  ee : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  William  Flanagan,  jr., 
of  Wilkinson  county.  In  said  Territory,  person- 
ally appeared  be&re  the  uadorsigtted,  one  of  the 
superior  jadgea  for  said  Territorv,  and  being  of 
lawful  age,  upon  his  oath  depoaeth  and  sakh,  that 
I^ieutenant  Qlascock  and  a'  party  of  twelve  light 
horse,  beiaf  a  p«rt  of  Captain  Jones's  conmny  or 
aquaaron  <m  Spanish  light  horse,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  21st  day  of  August  last,  came  over  the  line 
of  demarcation  to  this  deponent's  house,  which  is 
on  the  Tiehfau  creek,  about  two  miles  above  the 
line,  and  took  hinii  and  his  wife  and  carried  them 
about  five  miles  below  the  line,  and  kept  them 
under  guard  all  qight,  and  next  morning  dismiss- 
ed his  wife,  who  was  taken  home  by  her  brother, 
who  had  been  sent  out  after  them  by  her  father. 
That  after  she.  was  dismissed,  they  carried  this 
deponent  fifteen  miW  further,'  and  told  him  he 
must  go  to  iail  or  give  up  his  hgrse.  He  nefused 
to  give  up  his  horae,  till  they  cocked  their  guns 
and  pistols  all  round  him,  tbare  being  eight  of 
them  then  present,  and  said  he  must  pay  them 
their  expenses,  sive  Up  his  horse,  or  go  to  jail. 
He  replied  that  he  had  rather  lose  his  horse  than 
go  to  jail.  Whereupon  tbey  took  his  horse,  bridle. 
and  saddleiand  diamiwod .  him,  and  he  returnea 


home  on  foot^  The  names  of  the  men  who  eom- 
posed  said  party  of  ei^ht  horse  were,  John  Qlas- 
cock Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Le  Near,  also  an  offi- 
cer, Abraham  Jones,  son  of  the  Captain,  Kennady, 
William  Lee,  John  Bates,  *-—  Hale.  Ohiel  Brew- 
er, -*-—  Connor,  and  the  names  of  tne' others  he 
doesuuot  recollect;  and  further  says  that  most  of 
the  party  were  formerly  American  refugees,  who 
fled  to  the  Spanish  country,  and  further  saitji  not. 

WIL)L.IAM  FLANAGAN, 

his  X  mark. 

Taken  this  seventh  day  of  September,  180$,  at 
the  town  of  Washington,  in  the  Territory  afore- 
aani,  oeiore 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

NoTi.-^The  within  depofient,  Thomas  HoMen, 
says,  that  it  was  reported  that  William  Flanagan, 
sr.^  iiad  killed  a  certain  John  Sharp,  as  within 
mentioned,  and  had  fled  from  the  Spanish  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  his  wife,  after  he  had  fled, 
also  left  the  country,  and  brought  their  stock  and 
goods  above  the  linc^  and  left  mm  in  the  care  of 
William  Flanagan,  jr.,  who  is  nephew  to  Wil- 
liam' Flanagan,  sr.,and  son-in-'law  to  said  Thomas 
Holden,  and  that  this  was  the  only  pretext  the 
Spanish  light  horse  had  for  coming  above  the 
line  and  behaving  as  they  did. 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

Affidavit,  Nd.  11. 
'Mimsrippi  TerrUory^^^: 

fie  itremembered,  that  Thomas  Holden,  sr*,  of 
the  county  of  Wilkinson,  in  said  Terntory,  par- 
sooally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of 
the  sDperior.  judges  of  said  Territory^  and  beiag 
sworn,  depoaeth  and  saith,,  that  he  lives  in  aaid 
county,  on  the  Tiehfau,  about  half  a- mile  above 
the  line  of  demarcation,  upon  land  which  he 
claims  by  pre-emption,  and  now  cultivates;  that 
on  the  anernoon  of  the  dlst  day  of  August  last, 
Lieutenant  John  Qlascock  and  twelve  men  of  the 
Spanish  light  horse,  part  of  Captain  Jones's  com* 
panyi  or  squadrqn  of  West  Florida,  came  over 
the  Ime  of  demarcation  to  this  deponent's  hou^e. 

find  inquired  for  William  Flanagan,  sr.,  who  haa 
ived  about  sevea  miles  below  the  line,  in  the 
Spanish  t^ritory,  and,  as  they  said,  had  killed 
a  certain  Joseph  Sharp,  also  a  Spanish  subjeat, 
and  said  they  were  in  pursuit  of  said  Flanagan, 
and  inquired  of  this  deponent  if  he  had  seen 
Flanagan,  or  if  he  knew  where  he  was.  This 
deponent  replied,  that  he  had  not  seen. him  for 
six  months,  but  heard  that  Flanagan andhia fam- 
ily had  gone  up  the  Bayou  Pierre.  When  said 
company  came  up,  this  deponent  was  sittii^  on 
his  fence,  about  fifty  yards  from  his  house,  and 
after  what  had  passed,  as  before  related,  an  officer 
among  them,  by  the  name  of  Le  Near,  ordered 
this  deponent  to  yo  to  his  own  house,  saying  that 
he  should  put  him  and  his  family  under  guard. 
To  which  this  deponent  replied,  that  he  would 
not  be  put  under  guard  by  him  unless  he  had  au- 
thority from  the  United  States  or  the  officers  of 
this  Territory  to  do  so.  Whereupon  the  officer 
drew  bia  sword,  or  dirk,  and  thc^Ooed  lo  run 
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this  deponent  through  in  an  instant  if  he  did  not 
submit.  Then  one  of  the  company  cocked  his 
pistol,  but  said  nothing.  Then  Glascock  came 
up  with  a  rifle  in  his  hand,  and  oitlered  this  de- 
ponent to  go  along  instantly,  or  he  would  make 
nim.  This  deponent  replied,  that  he  would  not 
go;  that  they  bad  no  business  above  the  line,  and 
ordered  them  to  go  helow,  where  they  belonged. 
Le  Near  replied  to  this,  that  his  authority  w^s 
above  the  line  as  well  as  below.  Damn  the  line, 
he  did  not  regard  it,  and  other  words  to  that  pur- 

Sose.  After  this,  the  party  went  ofil  and  left  this 
e^nent;  But  before  they  went  onl  two  of  this 
deponent's  sons  came  up,  and  he  tolaihem  what 
had  passed,  and  ordered  them  to  go  to  the  house 
and  get  the  ^uns,  and  thev  would  kill  all  the 
damned  Spaniards,  for  they^ad  no  business  above 
the  line ;  and  upon  saying  this  the  party  left  him. 
And  he  further  saith  not. 

THOMAS  HOLDEN,  Sr. 

Taken  this  7th  day  of  September,  1805.  at  the 
town  of  Washington,  in  said  Territory,  before 

THOMAS  BROWN. 

No.  1. 

Grovemor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  his  ExcoUen- 
cj  Charles  de  Grand  Pr6. 

Town  op  Washington, 
Muais9ippi  Territory^  Stpt,  6,  1805. 

Sir:  I  was  informed  that  a  number  of  armed 
men,  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  on  the  3d 
instant,  entered  this  Territory,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pinckneyville,  and  there  with  force  and 
violence  seized  three  persons  by  the  name  of  Kem- 
per, abused  them  in  an  inhuman  manner,  tied  and 
carried  them  into  your  territciry,  and  threatened 
considerable  outrages  to  others  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood. This  conduct,  sir,  does  not  comport 
with  -that  good  understanding  and'  friendly  dispo- 
sition supposed  to.exist  between  our  Governments. 
Neither  is  such  conduct  to  be  tolerated  by  a  Gov- 
ernment which  is'  influenced  in  all  its  relations 
with  others  by  a  regard  to  justice  and  national 
faith,  especially  one  so  ample  in  resources  to  do 
justice  to  itself,  and  to  command  respect  from 
others,  as  the  United  States. 

This  letter,  sir,  is  despatched  to  you  by  a  spe^ 
cial  messenger,  in  order  that  yodr  Excellency  may 
be  speedily  advised  of  this  unaccountable  trans- 
action, and  provide  against  similar  outrages  and 
their  consequences;  as  also  to  aflbrd  me  someex- 
planation  of  the  one  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
letter.    lam,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

R.  WILLIAMS. 

No.  2. 
Lieutenant  Wilson  to  Governor  Williams. 

Point  Coupee.  Sept,  5, 1806. 
Sir:  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  you  a 
statement  respecting  the  rescue  of  the  Kempers 
from  a  party  of  Spanish  subjects.  Information 
was  given  to  me  that  Kemper  and  several  Ameri- 
cans were  taken  by  force  of  arms  from  their  resi- 
dence at  Pinckneyville,  by  a  party  of.  Spanish 


subjects,  and  were  on  their  way  to  Baton  Roan. 
I  immediately  manned  the  boat,   and  took  tie 
Kempers,  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  SaniQel,  together 
with  the  ffoard;  prisoners,  who  I  have  in  a»£oe- 
ment.  ana  shall  keep  them  so  until  I  receive  or- 
ders jfrom  the  proper  authority  for  their  reksse. 
I  have  had  taken  the  depositions  of  the  Reapers, 
and  two  of  their  guards,  which  I  enclose  too. 
My  force  is  weak,  and  I  expect  an  attack  noa 
the  other  side  of  the  river.    I  shall,  however. gtTe 
them  as  heart j  reception  as  the  situation  of  bt 
force  will  admit  of.    As  Governor  Ciai borne  is.t 

E resume,  with  you,  I  hope  yon  will  coosoll  with 
im,  and  let  me  know  as  speedily  as  possible  what 
is  to  be  don^.  ,  I  have  wrote  Cfaptain  Sparks^  at 
Fort  Adams,  to  send  a  reinforcement,  ms  I  think 
the  good  of  the  service  really  requires  it 
I  have  the  honor,  d^., 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
.    Lieutencmt  CommaadanL 

No.  a 

Captain  Spaiiu  to  the  Governor  of  the  MGmmfpk 

Territoiy. 

FoBT  AoAMS,  Sepi.  7, 1605u 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  yon  despatches 
from  Captain  Wilson,  at  Point  Coap6e.  If  it 
should  be  your  wish  to  have  the  party  therein  re- 
ferred to  taken  to  this  place,  to  he  deliveral  over 
to  the  civil  authority,  the  Command  of  one  subal- 
tern and  twentyrfive  men  I  have  sent  Irom  tkis 
post  to  reinforce  Captain  Wilson  will  be  instructed 
to  execute  it.    I  am,  dbc., 

R.  SPARKS, 
Capiain  OammiouUaU. 

No.  4. 

The  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  (o  Lieatea- 
ant  Wilson,  commandant  at  Point  Coop^ 

WAsaiNOTON,  Mississippi  TsRRttoaT. 

Sepicmdter  9, 1B05. 

Sir:  I  this  moment  received  yoar  despatch, 
dated  the  5th  instant,  informing  me  of  your  hav- 
ing taken  and  confined  a  Spanish  party,  which 
had  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant  forcibly  taka 
from  this  Territory  the  three  Kempers,  whom  the 
party  had  in  their  possession  when  yon  took  them. 
Tour  conduct,  sir,  on  this  occasion,  merits  appro- 
bation,  so  far  as  I  am  informed  of  it. 

I  request  that  you  will,  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch, have  conveyed  to  this  Territory  the  whole 
of  the  offending  party,  to' be  delivered  over  to  the 
civil  authority  5  also  the  Kempers.  I  request  yoa 
will  deliver  them  at  Fort  Adams^  where  fartbef 
orders  will  remain.  Captain  Sparks  has  informed 
me  the  reinforcement  he  sent  you  will  act  akoss 
a  ffuard  for  the  above  purpose. 

1  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  an 
order  which  I  have  this  day  issued  in  consequence 
of  these  outrages,  and  others  committed  on  the 
line  eastwardly  from  Pinckneyville. 
I  am,  dbc. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMa 
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No.  6. 

The  Ooveraor  of  the  MissuBsi]^!  Territory  to  Gaptdn 
Sparkfl,  commanding  at  Fort  Adams. 

Natchez,  September  9, 1805, 

jHm  o^dock  at  night. 

Sir:  As  I  was  starting  from  Washini^oii  to 
this  place,  I  reeeiTed  yourTettei*  of  the  7th  instant, 
with  a  despatch  from  Captain  Wilson. 

My  answer  to  Captain  Wilson  I  hare' sent  open 
for  yotrr  perusal,  which  I  pray  you  to  forward 
immediately. 

I  reqaest  that  you  will  retain  and  safely  keep 
under  military  authority  the  party  that  may  be 
sent  to  you,  agreeably  to  my  directions  to  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  until  they  are  received  by  the  civil 
authority.  *  Accept  my  hearty  approbation  of  your 
and  Captain  Wilson's  attention  on  this  occasion. 
1  am,  dbc* 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

No.  e. 

The  Qoremor  of  the  Missiasippi  Territoiy's  orders  to 
Colonel  Ellis,  of  the  5th  regiment  of  the  militia  of 
said  Territory. 

HbAD  dUARTERS,  WaSBINOTON^ 

Miaansippi  Tbrritory, 
September  9, 1805. 

Sir:  You  will, on  the  receipt bf  this  order,  im- 
mediately assemble  from  your  regiment  the  fol- 
lowing detachment  for  duty,  viz:  two  captains, 
two  lieutenants,  two  ensigns,  eight  sergeants,  eight 
corporals,  two  drummers,  or  bugle- horsemen,  and 
eighty-two  prirates,  to  compose  two  equal  com- 
panies. They  are  to  ht  well  armed,  and  supplied 
nrith  twelve  rounds  of  ammunition  per  fnan.  Not 
tiayiog  the  state  of  your  regiment  by  actual  re- 
;nrn,  it  must  rest  with  yourself  from  which  bat- 
tallion  you  are  to  detach  them.  This  detachment 
s  to  act  as  a  patrol  near  and  alon^  the  line  of  de- 
narcatioD.  to  prerent  or  check  irregularities  of 
>very  kind.  They  are  to  rendezvous  at  Pinek- 
leyville,  from  whence  they  will  be  detached  to 
heir  different  posts.  As  soon  as  they  are  assem- 
)led,  a  return  of  them  will  be  made,  naming  the 
commissioned  officers,  and  reporting  the  strength 
ind  the  state  of  arms,  dbc.,  and  forward  to  the 
nspector  at  this  place,  when  you  will  receive  far- 
her  orders.  In  the  mean  time,  the  detachments 
^111  be  active  as  patrols,  eiamining  all  equivocal 
characters  passing  the  line  below,  and  especially 
f  by  night,  stopping  and  securing  any  armed  par- 
ies improperly  passing  the  lines,  as  in  some  late 
nstances ;  and,  in  short,  affording  all  proper  pro- 
ection  in  their  power  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States  and  their  property.  The  better  to  effect 
his,  one  captain,  and  nis  command,  will  be  de- 
ached  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  line  to  be  guard- 
!d,  and  take  post  on  or  near  the  Tiehfau,  from 
V hence  the  communication  must  be  kept  up  to 
aeet  the  patrol  detached  from  post  near  the  west 
md  of  the  line. 

Every  occurrence  worthy  of  note  can  and  must 
»e  communicated  in  this  way  to  the  setiior  cap- 
ain,  whose  post  will  be  in  or  near  Pinckneyville ; 


and  who  will  report  eithjer  direct  to  head-quarten, 
or  to  the  inspector's  office.  Should  any  hostile 
attempt  be  made,  either  on  the  citizens,  property, 
or  the  detachment  on  duty,  force  must  be  repelled 
with  force.  R.  WILLIAMS. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Williams,  Esq.,  €rOV- 
emor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Miasiseippi  Territory, 

Washington,  Oct.  1, 1805. 

.  By  my  communication  of  the  14th  ultimo,  yoi» 
were  informed  of  some  outrages  committed  within 
this  Territorv,  near  the  Spanish  tine,  and  of  the 
steps  I  had  taken  in  relation  thereto. 

1  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  yonr  far- 
ther information,  Governor  Grand  Pr6's  letter  in* 
answer  to  mine  of  ths  6th  ultimo,  and  my  replyr 
to  him,  marked  and  numbered  1  and  2;  also  the' 
documents  marked  1,  2,  and  3,  which  will  inform 
you  of  the  further  steps  taken  in  this  affair. 

The  military  patrol  which  I  ordered  out  on  the 
line  were  organized  and  disbanded,  on  holding 
themselves  in  readiness,  and  places  appointed  to 
rendezvous  under-  a  standing  order  to  the  officers 
commanding,  to  check  any  disorders  that  might 
appear. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  things 
in  that  quarter  have  become  very  quiet  and  settld, 
which  1  believ,e  would  not  have  been  the  case  but 
for  the  measures  which  were  pursued. 

Some  of  our  citizens  were  concerned  in  this 
business,  and  are  bound  over  ta  court  for  prose- 
cution. 

[Endosnre^  accompanying  the  above.] 

QQvemor  Grand  Pf6  to  Governor  WilUanu. 

Batoii  Rouob,  Sept.  9, 180&- 

Mr  DfiAR  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter, 
dated  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  extraordinary 
event  that  happened  at  Pinckneyville,  on  the  3a 
instant,  viz:  tne  assault  on  the  three  hrothers, 
Kemp^Sj  hy  persons  unknown,  and  disguised,  it 
is  said,  jn  black,  who  con  d  he  ted  them  on  t^at 
part  of  the  Territory  which  it  has  pleased  His 
Majesty  to  commit  to  my  charge.  The  occur- 
rence is  singular,  and  of  which  I  had  no  informa* 
tion  till  the  night  between  the  7th  and  8th,  by  one 
of  the  commanders  of  the  patrols,  who,  since  the 
inroads  committed  by  that  turbulent  banditti, 
headed  by  the  Kempers,  have  been  stationed  near 
the  frontiers  and  within  the  interior  settlement  of 
Feliciana.  The  first  gave  me  information  under 
date  of  the  5th,  that,  by  night,  he  met  with  a  party 
of  men  disguised  aod  armed,  who  were  conduct- 
iog  three  others,  whom  they  immediately  aban- 
doned, and  retired  with  precipitation  the  same 
way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come,  without 
uttering  a  single  word;  his  first  care  was  to  se- 
cure the  persons  of  the  three  men,  whom  he  found 
to  be  the  Kempers,  and  immediately  had  them 
conducted  to  Bayou  Tunica,  there  to  be  embarked 
under  an  escort,  and  delivered  at  my  disposal ;  he 
added  that,  on  the  way,  the  escort  was  stopped  by 
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actual  force,  on  the  rirer,  yery  near  the  eastern 
shore,  by  Captain  Wilron,  militarv  commandaat 
at  Point  Coupte,  where  il  is  said  toe  eseort  is  de* 
tained,  and  also  the  Ken^pers.  The  commander 
of  the  ]iatrol  also  declares  that  it  was  impossiUe 
for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  persons  who 
brought  and  abandoned  the  said  Kei^pers^  owinff 
to  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  their  disguise,  and 
their  yery  prompt  departure. 

This  is  all  the  information  I  have  as  yet,  but 
bave  despatched  an  express  to  procure  a  more 
ample  knowledge  respecting  this  strange  and  mys- 
ferioQs  violation. 

It  is  not  necessary,  I  flatter  myself,  that  I  should 
express  what  pains  our  GbVemment  has  taken, 
and  how  unceasingly  scrupulous  it  has  been  to 
maintain  and  constantly  to  preserve  with  .that  of 
the  United  States  that  good  understanding  and 
IsArmony,  which  it  ought  to  be  impossible  for  a 
few  intriguing  perfidious  adventurers,  thirsting 
after  revenge  for  private  animosities,  to  intemtpt 
Of  this  I  hope  your  Excellency  is  fully  convinced, 
and  upon  this  principle  you  will  approve  the  effi- 
cacious measures  I  am  ai)out  to  lake  for  the  extir^ 
Sation  of  this  disorder,  which  has  risen  to  its  full 
eight  on  the  territory  of  this  Government — dis- 
order, confusiohj  violations,  outrages,  plunder,  in- 
sult to  the  magistrate ;  dragging  him  by  a  rope 
round  his  neck;  attempts  on  the  flag  of  the  Kinff 
-my  master,  and  now  the  violation  committed  with 
the  Kempers,  (authors  of  all  the  above  mentioned,) 
on  the  Government  of  your  fixeelleney. 

After  this  explicit  narrative,  I  hope  yoor  Ex- 
cellency will  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for 
the  return  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  escorting 
the  three  prisoners,  as  thev  are  absolute  strangers 
to  all  the  circunistances  or  this  business.  I  claim 
them  from  your  Excellency's  justice,  considering 
their  detention  as  illegal,  as  lAso  that  of  the  pris- 
oners they  were  condoeting,  these  having  been 
,takfln  witnin  this  Territory,  where  a  most  sinffo- 
lar  event  had  broiwht  them,  and  I  cannot  imaaine 
what  could  have  been  the  design  of  the  autaors 
of  this  plot ;  saving,  however,  for  a  subsequent 
(deteffmioation  respecting  the  Iqiality.of  a  capture 
tioade  under  such  singuutr  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

CHARLES  DE  GRAND  PRE. 

Most  Excellent  R.  Williams. 

Ctovsmor  Wfllisms  to  Oovemor  Grand  Pr6,  in  answer. 

WAaBiMGTON,  SfffL  30, 1805. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  Gth^  I  received  some  days  ago ;  but 
the  equivocal  manner  with  which  you  treated  the 
subject  of  my  letter  afibrded  little  or  no  informa- 
.tion,'and  rendered  it  expedient  to  delay  an  answer 
until  I  should  obtain  suoh  information  relative 
thereto  as  would  enable  me  to  treat  the  subject 
with  that  candor  which  our  respective  situations 
require,  and  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  Gov- 
ernments demand. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  under- 
stood that  the  three  tempers  were  retaken  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  near  Point  Coup6e,  where 


they,  together  with  (he  Spanislt  guard,  were  de- 
tained. I  gave  orders  for  the  removal  of  them 
and  their  escort  to  Fort  Adams,  within  this  Ter- 
ritory. They  have  all  been  delivered  orer  to  the 
civil  authority  for  examioationj  ms  to  ikeir  sop- 
posed  offences  committed  within  this  Toritory, 
or  that  might  be  cognizable  by  the  oivil  saihority 
thereof;  and  I  now  have  tlie  hosor  to  iifam 
you,  that  the  outrages  whidi  were  t^aobjcctof 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  inatant,  appear  toUre 
been  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  Stties, 
in  combination  with  the  subjects  of  Rpaia,  resii- 
iog  within  the  mrisdictioa  of  oar  respective Gof- 
ernments,  all  of  whom  are  liable  to  be  poniiM 
under  the  authority  and  laws  of  the  Uniled  States 
and  of  this  Territory.  It  alao  appeals  that  the 
six  persons,  sobjects  of  fipain,  composiBa  the  es- 
cort, to  wit :  WiUkm  Barker,  Chades  &cwart 
John  Morris,  John  Ratcli^  Qoorge  Row,  and 
Adam  Bingaman,  were  accessories  and  confeder- 
ates with  the  ofiending  party,  and  might  hare 
been  Ic^Uy  treated  as  such  by  this  Gh>vcfnineiit; 
but  being  oesiroas  to  keep  alive  and  promote  that 
harmony  and  good  understanding  tetwecn  the 
Govertiment  of  the  United  States  and  that  c^  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  and  also  becatise,  from  theseep> 
tical  style  of  yonr  letter,  it  is  not  clear  whether 
the  act  was  authorized,  1  have  eaosed  those  six 
composing  the  escort,  to  be  liberated,  and 


men. 


safely  condactea  to  the  territory  possessed  by  flis 
•Catholic  Majesty*  The  Kempers,  of  whom  year 
Excellency  complains  as.  having  been  the  origaal 
authors  or  these  outrages,  I  have  eaosed  tf>  he 
bound  to  their  good  behavioaf ,  and  to  keep  the 
peace  towards  your  Government,  its  sQbjectsJkc 

It  is  also  proper  I  should  inform  yoorfiaceOca- 
cr,  that,  ia  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  letter 
of  the  6th  instant  to  you,  I  received  informatisB 
that,  sone  days  before,  a  party  of  twelve  nea, 
armed,  commanded  by  Lieatenant  Glascock,  pait 
of  Captain  Jones's  company  of  Spanish  light^heoe. 
entered  this  Territory  in  the  neighborhood  o^ 
Tiehfrtt  creek,  and  there  threatened  ooosidBiyile 
abuse  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  i  seised  aad  car- 
ried by  foroe;  from  their  honsesof  d welliag,  a 
by  the  name  of  William  Flanagan,  jr^  and 
wife,  into  the  territory  possessed  by  His  CaiJh 
Majesty,  whom  they  dekined  a  eoodderaUe  tine: 
and,  on  their  releasement,  took  and  kept  a  h<H«; 
bridle,  and  saddle,  belonging  to  die  said  Flass- 
gan,  and  which  I  am  informed  have  been  sinee 
sold  under  t^e  orders  of  an  officer  of  yoar  Gor- 
ernment  I  request  your  Excellency  will  inqaift 
into  this  affair,  and  give  me  an  answer  as  sooa  ai 
oonvenient. 

I  trust  the  lenient  measuies  which  I  have  caa«( 
to  be  pursued  upon  this  occasion  will  be  duly  a^ 
predated,  and  attributed  to  the  proper  motiTV, 
and  that  your  fixeelleney  will  unite  with  aicii 
adopting  such  measures  as  will  prevent  simibr 
occurrences  in  future. 

Your  Excellency  demands  of  me  the  three  Kemy- 
ers  as  your  prisoners,  taken,  as  you  aav,  'Svithio  this 
luriadiction,  where  the  most  siagular  event  had 
hrought  them."  Permit  me,  sir,  witbooc  critics- 
i^g  on  the  merils  of  thisdemand,  which  it  is  so 
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tiseeptiUe  of,  to  bfttdy  suggtst,  as  a  reMOo  for 
ay  DonHSompliaoce,  the  eooteiiueiiees  whteh 
roald  necessarily  flow  from  a  conplianoe  with 
lemaii<|8  made  under  soch  circumstances,  and 
bunded  on  transactions  of  this  kind. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ROBBRT  WILLIAMS. 
Ezc'f  Cbas.  Ds  QaAMD  Pre. 


Washinoton,  Sept.  23, 1606. 

Sir  :  Finding  you  had  left  this  when  I  returned 
rom  Natchez,  Mr.  Shialdtf  follows: with  my  orders 
D  Captain  Sparks.  oommancUog  at  the  fort.  En- 
bsed  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him,  indicative  of 
be  wish  of  the  Executive  of  this  Territory  on 
be  occasion,  which  I  trust  will  be  compatible 
nth  the  civil  authority. 
I  am,  8bc. 

ROBBRT  WILLIAMS. 

Judl^  RODNST. 

WABHfNQTON,  Scpt.'^Z,  1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  the  20th 
AstanL  informing  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  pris* 
ners  from  Point  Conp^e,  at  Fort  Adams. 

I  request  tkat  they  may  all  be  delivered  over  to 
udge  Rodney,  ofsoae  jostieeof  the  peace,  to  he 
zaminedas  toapy  bffeiices  they  may  have  com* 
litted  within  the  limits  of  this  Territory,  or  that 
aaj  be  cognizable  by  the  civil  authority  thereof. 

The  Spanish  subjects,  to  the  number  of  six,  as 
am  informed,  should  they  be  diaoharged  by  the 
ivil  authority.  I  request  that  you  will  cause  them 
3  be  escorted  by  a  sufficient  guard,  to  the  line  di- 
iding  this  Territory  from  that  nmsessed  by  His 
yEthoIic  Majesty,  there  liberated,  and  suffered  to 
ass  into  his  jurisdiction. 

As  to  the  Kevpers,  I  presume  they  will  be  dealt 
rith  as  the  law  will  authorize;  ana  my  hofie  is, 
aat  they  may  be  bowsd  so  their  good  Mfaavioor, 
nd  to  keep  the  peace,  as  well  towards  the  citizeUs 
f  the  United  States  as  the  subjects  of  His  Catho- 
c  Majesty. 

Ae^cept  my  faflest  respects,  ^. 

ROBBRT  WILLIAMS. 

Capt.  RtCHARD'SrARVB, 

MilUary  Commaxidanit  at  Fori  Adams. 


Town  op  Washington,  &ft.  90, 1805. 

Dbar  Sib:  On  the  25th  or  26th  of  this  inetant) 
made  examination  into  the  truth  of  the  outrage 
9mmitted  in  this  T^ritory,  at  and  near  Pinck* 
eyville,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  this. instant,  on 
le  personaof  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
er.  Thisontrage  appears  to  have  been  eommtt- 
sd  by  a  coaJnnation  of  persons,  eome  reaiding 
tiove,  and  some  below,  the  line  of  demarcation. 
Linong  them  was  a  Doctor  Bonner,  a  Henry 
'lower,  son  of  Doctor  Flower,  and  a  Mr.  McDer- 
lot,  who  were  active  above  the  line,  and  are  said 
»  reside  below.  The  party,  composed  of  timlve 
rhite  men  and  seven  .negroes,  fii»t  assaulted  and 
roke  the  house  of  Nathan  Kemper,  and  seized 
nd  tied  hin.  nod  Us  brother  B^m^i  tbea  a 


part  of  them  went  to  the  house  of  Samuel  Kem- 
per, broke  into  his  room,  and  took  and  tied  him 
also;  and-  the  two  parlies  met  acain  near  the 
line,  and  went  in  eomnany  on  the  high  road 
till  thev  got  a  few  feet  below  the  line,  where  Cap- 
tain Alston,  with  a  party  of  twelve  men,  lay  m 
wait,  and  marched  out  of  the  bushes  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  Kempers;  ^t  the  instant,  all  the 
other  party  dispersed  and  run  ofL  Alston  and 
his  party  then  conducted  the  Kempers  down  to 
Bayou  Tunica  landing,  and  put  them  on  board  of 
a  boat,  and  ordered  six  of  his  men,  to  wit,  Wil- 
liam Barker,  Charles  Stewart,  John  Morris,  John 
Ratcliff,  George  Rowe,  and  Adam  Bingainan,  to 
take  them  down  to  Baton  Rouge.  On  their  way 
down,  when  they  got  opposite  the  American  gar- 
rison at  Point  Couple,  the  boat  was  taken  by 
Captain  WilsoU)  the  Kempers  released,  and  the 
Spanish  subjects  made  prisoners.  It  appearing, 
on  examination  of  the  Kempers,  that  the  six  per- 
sons last  mentioned  had  not  acted  above  the  fine, 
they  were  liberated,  as  will  appear  by  a  document 
f  enclose.  None  of  the  Spanish  subjects  that 
were  active  in  the  outrage  above  the  line  were 
taken  into  custody ;  but  if  they  bad  been  in  cus- 
tody, they  would  have  been  detained  for  trial. 
And,  indeed,  it  was  so  evident  that  the  party  be- 
low the  line  were  acting  confederate  with  those 
above,  had  they  not  been  the  subjects  of  a  Grov- 
ernment  in  amity  with  us.  the  six  persons  db- 
charged  mi^ht  have  been  leeally  detained  until 
due  satisfaction  was  made.  I  was  careful,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  anything  that  would  in  the  least 
tend  to  violate  the  amity  of  the  two  nitioas,  and 
therefore  thought  proper  to  liberate  tbem,  though 
I  thiok  our  uitiitary  officers  fully  justified  in  de- 
taining them  till  legally  disoharged* 
I  am,  respectfully,  ftic. 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

P.  S.  Justice  Baker  was  also  directed  to  re- 
quire bail  of  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
peX)  respectively,  to  keep  the  peace,  especially 
towards  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to 
do  ho  injury  to  any  one  below  the  line  of  demar- 
cation. T.  R. 


DoenmenU  nkdive  to  the  deieniian  of  puhUc  bmld- 
ing§  ai  New  OrkmUf  4«* 

Extracts  of  letten  ^m  General  James  Wfikinson  to 

the  Secreiaiy  of  War. 

Nfiw  ORLaANS,  December  27, 1803. 

.  Oar.troops  are  not  yet  in  quarters,  but  continue 
to  occupy  the  redoubts  which  surround  the  town, 
under  tneir  tents,- which  has  occasioned  great  dis- 
eootent  «nd  produced  much  sickness;  nor  have 
we  be6tt  able  to  get  possession  of  a  single  store- 
house or  magasine  for  the  reeeption  of  our  tools, 
implemenls,  stores,  baggage,  ana  proviaixuis.  I  am 
now  working  on  a  partition  of  the  barracks,  to 
separate  our  troops  from  those  of  Spain,  and  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  get  our  men  under  eover  to- 
naoirow;  but  I  am  reduced  to  the  painful  neces- 
sity, after  waiting  thus  long,  lo.hire  stores  for  the 
jceqieption  of  our  proviaionsi  hospital  stores,  ammu- 
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nition,  arms,  and  other  articles,  wiiieh  expense  | 
should,  in  tny  judgment,  be  charged  to  th^  French 
Republic^  and  therefore  a  separate  account  wil 
be  Kept  of  it,  and  all  other  expenses  which  may 
accrue  in  consequence  of  the  incomplete  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty. 

New  Ohleans,  March  2, 1804. 

It  pains  me  still  to  be  obliged  to  write  you  from 
this  place,  but  the  causes  which  have  prevented 
my  departure  still  exist.  The  Prefect  of  France 
and  the  Spanish  troops  are  still  in  town^  and  the 
magazines  and  store-nouses  still  in  their  posses- 
sion, while  we  are  obliged  to  payr  rent  for  our  own 
accommodation.  My  patience  is  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  I  shall  not  be  detained  many  davs  longer, 
unless  something  very  unexpected  should  occur  to 
make  it  my  duty. 

We  have  appearances  of  the  Prefect's  intention 
soon  to  depart,  though  they  are  contradicted  by 
other  circumstances.  As  to  the  Marquis  de  Casa 
Calvo,  and  the  Spanish  officers  generally,  they 
indicate  no  intention  whatever  of  moving. 

Governor  Folch  sailed  three  days  since  for  Pen- 
sacola,  but  he  was  not  accompanied  by  anjr  troops ; 
it  is  now  said  that  they  will  follow  nim  in  a  few 
days.  Yet  I  suspect  tne  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo 
will  keep- a  detachment  here  for  his  accommoda- 
tion. 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  list  of  guards,  which 
the  Spaniards  mounted  in  the  city  yesterday,  but 
you  must  not  believe  that  this  singular  spectacle 
IS  permitted. by  my  consent. 

A  return  of  guards  mou$Ued  in  New  OHeans  by 
the  troops  of  i^poin,  March  24, 1804. 

Sergeants.  Goiporals.  Privates. 

1.  Marquis  de  Oasa  Calvo  1    ,         -  9 

2.  Governor  Salcedo         1-9 

3.  Intendant  Morales         -  1  6     ' 

4.  Auditor      -       .  -  1  3 

5.  Magazine   -       -  -  1  6 

6.  Hospital     .       -         -  1  3 

7.  Dragoons  of  Mexico     -     .        1  3 

2  _5  39 

New  Orleans,  ilpri^  15, 1804. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  about 
three  hundred  Spanish  troops  embarked  for  Pen- 
sacola  on  the  8th  instant,  but  I  am  informed  that 
twelve  or  fifteen  officers,  and  between  sixty  and 
one  hundred  men,  will  continue  in  this  city. 

They  have  delivered  up  the  barracks,  but  occu- 
py the  hospital  and  several  detached  buildings. 

The  Prefect  made  his  cong6  to  our  Commis- 
sioners on  the  12th  instant,  but  is  still  in  town 
exercising  his  prefectorial  and  commissarial  func- 
tions, yet  I  look  daily  for  his  embarcation. 

The  arrival  of  our  ordnance  stores  from  Fort 
Adams  commenced  a  few  days  since,  but  we  have 
as  yet  neither  stores  nor  magazines  for  their  re- 
ception, these  being  still  occupied  by  the  French 
and  Spanish  Gbvernments. 

New  OaLSANs,  AprQ  25,  1804. 
The  Prefect  of  France  embarked  on  the  2l8t 
instant.  Yesterday  the  Commissioners  of  the  Uni- 


ted States  took  leave  of  the  CommissioocR  of 
Spain,  and  I  numbered  twenty-^five  Spaaish  of- 
cers  at  the  audience. 

Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Lientenant  Cotoacl  Catmtat 
Freeman  to  General  Wilkiiuoiiy  dttod 

New  OBLBAirSy  Juiy  14,  im. 

On  the  9(h  instant,  sir,  the  powder  ma^izine, 
opposite  to  this  city,  was  deliVered  to  me. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  WiHubmb  tothc  8» 

retary  of  War,  dated 

Npw  Orleans,  Jbol  16, 1804. 

We  did  not  until  this  day  receive  the  orders  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Commissiooers  for  the 
delivery  of  the  posts  in  upper  LtonisiaDa. 


Doeumenii  relatitfe  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Louitianai  establishment  ofnempoetM';  resmfitO' 
meniefOndr^MrtS'ofarqfHfueMnonofthaiemMlnf. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  C^itain  Tamer  to  (ScboiI 
James  Wiikinaon,  dated 

Natchitochbs,  Anff.  I,  IBOL 

Since  I  last  wrote,  nothing  of  mocii  imporaace 
has  transpired.  Our  neightors  atill  keep  op  ditt 
sort  of  conduct 'towards  us,  which  a  state  w  wv 
alone  would  justify.  Every  person  who  goo 
from  here  i»  strictly  examined  and  searched,  aad 
all  letters  found  in  their  possession  are  brokra 
open  and  perused  with  an  expectation  of  fiadiof 
them  big  with  treason,  stratagema,  and  criaes. 

Copy  of*  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  earner  dsted 

Natchitoches,  Oct,  15, 180i 

The  Spaniards  are  undoubtedly  meditating  mis- 
chief in  this  quarter;  their  emissaries  have  beea 
at  work  among  the  Indians  and  ne^roes^  The 
night  before  last,  nine  of  the  latter  ran  off  for  Na- 
cogdoches,  who,  it  has  been  ascertained,  have 
been  persuaded  so  to  do  by  a  Spaniard,  inhihitaat 
of  Nacogdoches,  telling  them  that,  on  their  ar- 
rival there,  they  would  be  made  free.  Upwards 
of  thirty  are  at  this  moment  known  to  have  be<£ 
in  the  plot  of  elopement ;  and  intelligence  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  plan  is  momently  ceai- 
ing  to  light  To-day  it  is  discoyered  that  fonr  ot 
the  nine  have  returned,  to  rouse  and  stimniaie 
their  confederates  and  others  who  were  not  ia- 
plicated ;  an  Indian  boy,  who  was  in  one  of  the 
cabins,  gives  the  intelligence.  He  says  those  wk 
returned  were  instilling  into  the  others,  that,  siace 
the  plot  has  been  discovered,  it  should  stimntatt 
ihem  to  be  more  determined,  dkc  dbc.  The  whflk 
district  is  in  the  most  alarming  state,  and  inevia- 
ble  ruin  to  it,  and  perhaps  all  Iiouisiana,  most  be 
the  consequence,  unless  prompt  measures  tic 
taken  to  stop  the  infamous  proceedings  of  the  in- 
fernal Spaniards. 

I  received  a  message,  the  other  day,  from  the 
Cousadee  or  Alabama  Indians,  informtv  that 
other  Indians,  stimulated  by  the  Spaniards,  had 
desired  them  to  move  over  the  line^  (^^f  liviag 
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)n  this  side  the  Sabine,  within  the  dtstriet  of  Ope- 
ousas,)  and  informed  them  that  tbey  wished  them 
o  join  a  war  against  the  Americans ;  upon  refus- 
Dgc,  they  threatened  to  cat  them  off  wherever 
:hey  should  meet  with  them.  Further,  that  a 
l^reat  council  was  about  to  be  held,  to  which  all 
he  Indians  were  invited^  and  the  Spaniards  were 
0  have  large  presents  there  for  them.  This  intel- 
igence  has,  within  a  few  days,  been  corroborated 
ly  a  white  man  livinfl^  near  tne  Sabine,  whom  the 
ndians,  being  friendly  towards,  desired  to  quit,  as 
bortly  depredations  were  to  commence  on  the 
Imerican  frontier. 


Sztract  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  Jehn  SiUey  tq  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

-    Natcbitocbgb,  May  1, 1805. 

The  Choctaw  chief,  at  the  same  time,  reported 
o  me,  that  a  party  of  his  people  bad  lately  re- 
urned  from  a  nun  ting  voyage  on  the  bay  of  St. 
Bernard,  and  that  tbey  there  fell  in  with  two  par- 
ies of  Spanish  troops,  who  bad  lately  arrived 
here  by  water,  and  had  their  shipping  then  lying 
here ;  that  tbey  were  building  two  forts,  and  had 
rot  them  considerably  advanced ;  one  or  them  at 
ne  mouth  of  Trinity  river,  at  the  Oekekesaws, 
he  other,  further  to  the  westward,  near  the  Ca- 
aukuas ;  they  did.  not  know  by  wnat  name  they 
•ailed  the  place,  but  I  take  it  to  be  Matasordo : 
hat  the  Spanish  officer  at  Oekekesaws  had  com* 
nissioned  one  of  his  hunters  as  a  chief,  and  told 
lim  the  Americans  holding  this  country  were  all 
vind  ;  that,  if  they  were  wise,  they  would  aban* 
Ion  us  and  attach  themselves  to  them,  (the  Span- 
ards,)  for  their  old  friends  would  not  forsake 
hem ;  but  that  they  were  advancing  against  the 
Americans,  and  should  soon  build  a  fort  in  Ope* 
ousas,  and  another  at  Attakanas,  .and  one  at  or 
lear  Natchitoches,  and  proceed  on  towards  New 
Orleans  ;  and  that  the  officer  told  him  he  was  in 
vant  of  spades  to  go  on  faster  with  the  works; 
ind  that,  if  the  Indians  would  come  in  among  the 
Americans  aod  buy  what  thev  could  aod  bring  to 
lim,  he  would  give  them  a.norse  for  each  spade 
hey  would  bring. 

This  hunter,  on  his  arrival  at  Bayou  Chero,  at 
he  Choctaw  village,  finding  the  chief  absent,  sent 
}S  a  runner  to  notify  him  of  it,  and  to  be  on  his 
(uard  against  the  Americans,  for  all  Louisiana 
i7ould  soon  belong  again  to  Spain. 

Mr.  Fulsome,  who  I  occaaionaliy  employ  as  an 
nterpreter,  was  present  when  the  chiei  received 
his  messajg^i  and  came  in  with  him  to  me,  who 
ike  wise  said  that  there  was,  at  the  same  time,  a 
Spaniard  in  the  Choctaw  camp  asleep,  aod  that 
lUer  the  runner  had  delivered  his  message,  he 
[Fulsome)  awakened  the  Spaniard, .  and  asked 
iiro  if  he  knew  anything  of  a  Spanish  force  hav- 
ing arrived  at  the  Oekekesaws,  and  he  said  he  had 
heard  so. 

An  American  gentleman,  a  Captain  Fristo,  of 
Tennessee,  wils  with  me  a  few  hours  ago.  He  is 
lately  from  Nacogdoches,  and  informs  me  that  he 
understood  the  same  when  he  was  at  that  place. 


Extract  of  a  latter  from  Caplam  Tomer  ta  General 
James  Wilkinson,  dated 

Fort  Claiborne,  (NatchUoche$,) 

May  3, 1805. 

Within  these  two  days  I  have  received  infor- 
mation that  the  Spaniards  have  absolutely  estab- 
lished themselves,  both  at  Matagorda,  and  the 
Orcoquisas.  They  came  by  sea,  and  immediately 
commenced,  fortifying.  The  informer  is  an  In- 
dian chief  of  the  uhoctaws.  who  says  that  a  war* 
rior  of  his  nation,  who  has  Ipieen  hunting  with  the 
Caraukuas'  on  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  has  re- 
turned loaded  with  Spanish  presents  and  caresses, 
«nd  says  that  the  commanding  officer  told  him 
tl^at  he  and  his  people  bad  better  abandon  the 
Americans,  and  come  under  the  protection  of  the 
Spaniards,  who  would  never  forsake  their  old 
frienus ;.  and  bid  him  witness  their  present  pro- 
ceedings, givinff  to  understand  that  it  was  only 
preparatory  to  their  taking  possession  of  the  coun- 
try again,  which  v^ould  not  remain  long  in  the 
hands  of  the  Americans,  as  they  meant  to  edge 
themselves  along  till  they  gpot.to  Qrleans;  that 
the  warrior  appeared  to  believe  what  was  told 
him,  and  had  returned  with  diffisrent  ideas  respect- 
inff  the  Americans  than  he  possessed  before.  The 
informer  further  savs,  that  the  Spanish  troops 
were  in  want  of  spades,  and  told  this  Indian,  and 
those  who  were  with  him,  that  if  they  would 
bring  come  from  this  place*  or  Opelousas,  he  wguld 
give  them  a  horse  for  every  one  delivered. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  John  Sibley  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

Natchitochks,  May  31. 1805, 
I  sent  Mr.  Fulsome  to  bring  in  the  chier  and  the 
party  of  Choctaws,  who  had  lately  returned  from 
the  bay  of- St.  Bernard,  and  had  given  an  account 
of  the  nost»  of  Matagordo  and  the  -Oekekesaws 
being  lately  taken  possession  of.  Mr.  Fulsome 
found  them  and  brought  them  in.  He  can  give 
no  certain  account  of  any  troops  beuig  at  Mata- 
gordo, but  he  was  at  the  Oekekesaws,  and  saw 
them ;  they  were  building  a  fort :  but  a  small  Lum- 
ber of  soldiers.  The  chief  says,  the  Spanish  offi- 
cer advised  him  and  all  his  nation  to  come  to 
them ;  that  their  great  father  over  the  water  had 
not  forgotten  them,  and  gave  them  not  only  his 
hand  but  bis  whole  arm.  ,He  says  the  party  be 
saw  came  there  by  land:  but  the  evening  he  left 
the  place,  he  saw  a  vessel  in  the  bay,  that  the  offi- 
cer said  was  coming  to  them  with  a  reinforcement. 
He  likewise  says,  he  heard  they  intended  to  build 
forts  soon  at  Opelousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchito- 
ches^ but  he  did  not  hear  the  officer  say  it. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  John  Sibley  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War^  dated 

Natchitoches,  July  2, 1805. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  St.  Prie  arrived  here  yes- 
terday from  the  Spanish  country.  He  speaks 
French :  I  have  bad  some  conversation  with 
him.  He  says  that  there  are  fire  hundred  fami- 
lies arrived  at  St.  Antonio,  settlers,  with  a  con- 
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«id0itble  remforecMMOt  of  troop» ;  and  that  one 
hundred  soidtert  were  eoming  to  Nacogdoches; 
fifty  of  whom  were  to  be  there  by  the  15th  inst. 


Extract  of  a  letter  Ihan  the 


to  the  aame,  dated 


Natchitoobbs,  AugM§t  8, 1605. 

Ckeat  oains  ere  certainly  taken  by  people  liviag 
here,  and  strangers  passing  through  the  country  to 
and  from  toward  Mexico,  to  freshen  and  keep  aii^e 
the  leoort  and  belief,  that  this  part  of  the  covotry 
is  not  long  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  jUnited 
States. 

The  day  before  yeetevday  the  Baron  Bastrop, 
an  intimate  acquaintance  of  the  Marquis  de  Can 
Calvo,  passed  through' this  place  fr6m  Orkans  on 
his  way  to  Mexico ;  en  that  way  he  look  great 

Eains  to  circulate  the  report,  and  to  iell  alt  the  in- 
abitants  he  spoke  with,  that  the  country  woi^d 
ere  long  be  again  under  the  QoVtemmant  nf  Spain, 
&c.  He  speaks  French,  English,  and  S^ish. 
Assurances  of  that  kind,  from  a  charactm  like  the 
Baton,  make  a  strons  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  the  uninformed  inhabitants. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Turner  to  General 
James  Wilkinaon,  dated 

Fort  CLAJBORNfi,(NATCBtTOCH£a.) 

September  3, 1805. 
About  a  month  ago  Mr.  Shabus,  of  this  place, 
received  a  letter,  dated  St.  Antonio,  from  Padre 
Puellet,  telling  him  that  the  Commandant  Gene- 
ral, Mr.  Grimare,  direct  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
was  expected  in  August  at  the  Rio  Grand^  where 
a  great  number  of  the  people  of  the  pro?mce  of 
Texas  was  to  meet  Jbim;  tinit  he  was  accompani- 
ed by  seren  companies  oominfr  to  St.  Antonio, 
which  place  he  was  to  make  liis  residence,  and 
that  Captain  Amangual  was  to  he  stationed  with 
his  full  company.*  at  Nacogdoches*  Mr.  Shabas 
received  a  passport  from  the  Governor  of  Sl  An- 
tonio, and  a  letter  from  the  Bishop,  requesting  him 
to  come  on  immediately  tomake  WepvAtions  for 
.the  Commandant  General.  Said  Shaous  says  that 
he,  (the  Commandant  General^)  was  high  in  the 
oonndenqe  of  the  Court  of  Spam,  and  sent  on  ac- 
count  of  the  limits.  Six  hundred  fiimiiies  coming 
from  Spain  to  settle  Matagordo  had  put  into  the 
Canary  islands.- 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same. 

Natcbitocbbs,  Fort  Claibobnb/ 

September  BO,  1805. 

The  new  Governor,  Antonio  Cordero,  has  ar- 
rived at  Sl  Antonio. 

Two  men  have  just  arrived  from  Nacogdoches, 
one  of  whom  says  he  saw  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barr 
<o  Davenport,  wrhten  at  St.  Antonio,  saying  that 
he  was  waiting  to  set  out  with  the  Colonel,  who 
was  to  take  the  nomnmnd  at  Nacogdoches.  He 
was  to  have,  two  companies  with  ham,  one  of 
which  was  to  reinforce  the  Orcoquisas,  and  the 


otiwr  to  be  dtvided  batwiAJi  NaftogdoUwiiri 
Adeis. 

The  white  men  emploYed  by  the  ladiao  agot 
are  now  with  me,  and  rMte  the  foUowiof : 

At  abottt  aix  days'  mavBh  nearly  sooikwestfna 
here,  thev  caaae  in  sight  of  a  aort  of  itoekadMi 
well  as  they  eould  jud^  from  the  diauee  thej 
saw  it.  They  were  discovered  by  tk  funase. 
and  a  number  of  honemen  (to  the  anseKof  tt 
least  fifty)  immediately  sallied  from  odi  a  Mti 
the  picket  work  in  line,  and  gmwe  them  ckas.  Ai 
chey  approached  they  formed  a  half  cireipj  iaorir 
to  enclose  them.  They,  the  AaMricaas,  oofi^ 
to  the  woods,  which  were  within  a  leagoe;  tie 
Spaniards  continued  die  pursuit  about  fitea 
miles. .  They  laMgined  the  fort  orfidDet  woAt 
be  about  one  hmidEed  and  twenty  nmei  from  tb 
place,  and  is  eitMted  in  open  ground  in  tke  bottoa 
of  a  prairie,  at  tSe  confluence  of  the  Txinitf  ui 
Snow  rivers.  Iibout  twenty  miles  from  tbe  sa 
Thev  wei^e  further  informed  that  the  place  wlies 
the  fort  is  was  called  Oreoquisas. 


A  full  company  consists  of  a  captain,  Usutenanty 
<»mnuadaat,  ajid  one  hundred  and  fifteen." 


Eztoact  of  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Jt^uaeoa.  isacf  iCkb- 
nel  MuMon,  of  Kentacky»  to  Dr.  aUty. 

.  NACooaooass,  Oct  a,  IdQi 
t  have  chosen  this-method  of  ioformiaf  too* 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Baor,  but  a  frf 
minnter  since,  which  mentiona,  chat  he  will  h 
here  the  day  after  to-morroWiaecompaaicd^^ 
new  eommandant,.  who  had  under  his  cbasvtas 
companies  of  one  hundred  and  ten  eack.  Tbe 
one  IS  to  be  stationed  at  the  Trinity  tiatiJ  ftitkr 
orders,  the  other  is  for  this  phtoe,  with  ate  la 
make  it  a  phuw  of  defoaoe. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Bowyer  to  liesleHBt 

Colonel  Freeman. 

Op£L0U8Aa,  OdU  13. 1905. 

Yesterday  Judge  Collins  waited  on  me  sad  a 
formed  me  that  the  minds  of  the  eitizeas  cf  tie 
district  were  considerably  agitated  on  a  Tf^on 
being  in  circulation  that  a  number  of  Spaost 
troops  have  taken  post  on  the  Kelqueshoes.  scse 
distance  on  this  side  the  Sabine.  Report  sqi 
the  number  does  not  fall  short  of  eight  hnodrci 
I  have  no  idea  the  force  is  as  strong  as  repoitet; 
but  that  there  are  same  Spanish  troops  u  tk 
quarter  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt. 

Some  time  before  Capt.  Scille  left  Attakam 
he  had  certain  information  that  a  regular  paca 
was  kept  up  on  the  Sabme,  and  were  rene^ 
weekly  from  the  post  of  Naeogdochea.  Since  tie 
I  have  been  informed  (how  truly  I  cannot  af) 
that  two  of  the  inhabitants  of  ttiis  eoontry  cc 
prisoners  at  that  poet 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Goremor  QaHMme  to  At 

Secretary  of  War. 

New  Oblramb^  Oct.  30, 1S(& 

Six  hundred  troopa  have  arrived  at  PeoMCoh 

from  the  Havana ;  and  it  is  reported  that  the  gl^ 

risons  of  Mobile  and  Baton  Rouge  are  to  rcccia 

consideimhle  reinforcemenia,    A  Governor  G» 
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tal  for  the  pionooe  of  Texas  h«ii  arriFed  at  &u 
atonio ;  he  is  «  Brigadier  Gkaeial,  and  said  to 
36seas  miiitarf  talents* 

A  fort  is  ereeted  on  Trinity  river,  and  about 
TO  hnadred  oien  (the  greater  part  caralrf)  are 
lere  stationed. 


ocumenti  to  show  thai  the  adthmmt  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  on  the  Red  ritfer,  at  which  a  principal  ag- 
gression took  place,  was  originally  made  by  France, 
while  possessing  Louisiana,  and  eame  to  tkeposses" 
sion  of  Spain  only  by  the  general  dfiUvery  of  Lou* 
isiana  to  her,  ana  as  apart  of  it, 

Campti,  in  the  Di8T*RICT  o,p 
Natchitocbes,  SeatAi,  1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joqd  Sibley,  one 
'the  magistrates  for  the  county  of  Natchitoches, 
ary  Pulogia  Grappe  Fontioeau,  aged  46.  who. 
ang  duly  cautioned  and  sworn,  deposetn  ana 
ith,  that  she  believes  she  was  born  at  the  ancient 
addo  village,  where  was  an  establishment  of 
rench  inhabitants  and  some  soldiers;  and  that 
e  perfectly  recollects  descending  the  ri?er  with 
;r  rather.  She  was  then  six  years  of  age }  and 
at  her  mother  remained,  behind,  to  collect  some 
rfots,  and  came  down  about  six  .weeks  after;  and 
at  she  had  iilways  understood  her  family  had 
red  there  for  a  considerable  number  of  years ; 
id  that  there  were  a  number  of  French  families 
ho  had  lived  there  for  many  years. 

FONTINEAU,  Veuve. 
Swern  to  before  me, 

J0HN.StBLEY,7.P. 

I.  John  Horn,  being  duly  sworn  as  interpreter, 
iclare  that  the  above  decUcation  of  MaryPulo- 
a  Grappe  Fontineaa  is  truly  interpreted  as 
lOve.  written.  J.  uORN. 

Natchitoches,  Sept.  15, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joha  Sibley, 
te  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
atehitoches^  Jolien  Besson,  an  inhabitant  -of 
ampti,  in  said  county,  aged  57,  who,  being  duly 
rorn,  depoaeib  and  saitti^  that  ne  well  recollects 
ling  carried  from  Natchitoehesi,  by  his  father,  to 
m  ancient  Caddo  village,  coan&ooly  oalled,  by 
e  course  of  thfe  river,  about-  one  hnndfed  and 
venty  leagues  abo?e  Natchitoches,  on  Red  river; 
id  that,  at  that  tkne^there  were  livinff  several 
rench  faniilies  and  some  soldiers:  the  nfnm- 
T  of  soldiers  he  does  not  remember,  but  only 
At  it  was  a  sergeant's  eommaod,  (which -ser- 
vant was  then  his  father ;)  and  that  his  father, 
f  order  of  the  then  French  Governor  Greneral  of 
ouisiana,  bnilta  small  fort  at  said  place,  ereeted 
flag  stafl^  on  which  the  Frenoh  flae  used  to  be 
nsted :  the  name  of  the  fort  was  called  St.  Louis 
I  Carloretto ;  and  that,  from  the  appearance  of 
m  place,  and  everjfthinff  he  had  heara  and  under- 
ood  about  it,  the  estabHshment  had  been  made 
ir  a  considerable  nomber  of  veats  before -he  went 
lere,  which  is  mote  than  fiftv  years  ago ;  and 
lat  he  lived  there  fourteen  or  firteen  years,  during 
H  which  time  there  was  ooaftiniied  a  detachmeni 
f  Freneh  soldieis  there^  with  a  number  of  French 


»i.«.».«.,  wbo  continued  to  cultivate  corn,  tobacco,, 
and  gaiden  vegetables ;  and  tiiat  he  recollects  two 
sbmIT  pieces-  of  cannon  being  there,  and  one  of 
them  bursting  by  firing ;  and  he  believes  the  other 
slipped  into  tne  river,  by  an  excavation  of  its  bank, 
as  it  lay  near  the  edge  of  the  bank;  and  that  he 
reoellocts  tkcae  being  some  mill-stones  there,  but 
has  no  remembrance  of  seeing  them  in  use.  And, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  lived  at  the  above-men* 
tinned  plaee^  some  Fr«ich  famtiies  were  settled 
at  the  lattasae  point,  so  cadled,  being  a  part  of 
what  is  now  eaUed  tne  Bayou  Pieire  settlement ; 
and  that:  the  samepbiee  has  continued  to  be  occu- 
pied'by  French  mailies  ever  einee,  and  which  is 
now  under  the  jurisdietion  of  .the  Spanish  GK>V'« 
ernment^ia  the  province  of  Texas;  and  that  said 
Yattasse  point  need  to  be  a  place  of  great  deposit- 
by  Ikidian  traders,  before  Louisiana  was  ceded  ^to 
&[pain :  and  further,  that  he  haa  knawledge  that 
some  Freacb  hunters,  while  Louisiana  belonged 
to  France,  planted  several  crops  of  corn  tnore 
than  fifty  leagues  above  the  ancient  Caddo  vil- 
lage, on  Red  river,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Boffgy 
river,  (or  the  Vassures,  as  it  is  called ;)  and  that 
the  settlement  at  the  old  Caddo  village  was  aban* 
doned  about  thirty-eight  years  ago ;  and  he  be* 
lieves  the  cau$e  of  their  removal  was,  having 
large  familtes  of  children  i^rowing  up ;  and,  after 
the  cession,  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  the  settletnent 
did  not  appear  to  augment,  and  the  families  were- 
desirous  their  children  should  have  the  benefit  of 
a  better  society :  but  that  the  country  is  exceed* 
ingly  pleasant  and  fertile,  and  capable  of  becom* 
iog  a  rich  and  populous  settlement.  -  And  further 
the  deponent  $aith  not. 

JULIBN  BESSON. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Natchitoches,  the  16lli  of 
September,  1805. 

JOHN  SffiLEY,  J.  P.    . 

I;  the  subscriber,  being  duly  sworn  as  an  inter* 
preter  of  the  French  language,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  above  or  foregoing  deposition  of  Julien 
Besson,  is  truly  interpreted. 

J.  HORN. 

Natchitoches,  Sept.  16, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  SiUejr, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  said  county, 
Loufs  Lamalaty,  Esq.,  of  Campti,  in  said  county, 
who, being  dnlysworn^depoeeth  and  saith,  that 
he  is  now  sixty-six  years  oa  age;  and  thataewaa 
born  at  .the  plane  now  oalled  r^atchitoches.  Al- 
though he  was  never  at  the  place  where  the  an- 
cient Caddo  village  was,  he  was  in  the  constant 
habit  of  seeing  the  ^French  inhabitants,  and  the 
soldiers  who  were  then  living  and  stationed  there, 
and  has  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  though  he 
had  seen  it ;  he  saw  Mr.  Ghrappe  and  his  family 
when  they  returned  from  there ;  and  further,  that 
he  has  knowledge  of  theanoient  French  esta^ish- 
m^ftt  at  Yattasse  noint,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bayou 
Pierre ;  and  that  tnese  French  families  lived  there 
befm'e  Louisiana  was  oeded  to  Spain ;  and  that 
Mr.  Vene  lived  there  for  a  number  of  years ;  and 
that  saia  pLaee  was  usually  a  place  of  deposit  for 
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th^  lodfan  traders,  dbc.  And  further,  that  he  has 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Bourne,  formerly  commandant 
at  Natchitoches,  having  had  a  trading-bouse  es- 
tablished on  tbe  southwest  side  of  the  Sabine  river, 
and  distant  from  that  river  about  six  leagues,  and 
from  Natchitoches  about  fifty  leagues,  and  about 
northwest  from  it ;  which  establishment  was  an- 
tecedent to  the  Spanish  Gk)vemment  taking  place 
in  Louisiana ;  and  that  the  same  place  was  occu- 
pied by  sundry  persons  afterward,  as  well  before 
as  after  the  change  of  Governments ;  and  that  he 
has  been  informed  that  the  mill-stones  that  were 
at  the  old  French  establishment  at  the  Caddos, 
had  been  brought  down ;  and  that,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  reeojlection.  it  is  now  about  thtrty- 
eight  years  since  the  saia  settlement  was  aban- 
doned.   And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

LOUIS  LAMALATY. 

.  Sworn  to,  the  16th  of  September,  1805.  before 
me,  J.  SIBLEY,  >.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  duly  sworn  as  interpre- 
ter of  the  French  language,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  declaration  of  Louis  Lamalaty, 
Esquire,  is  truly  interpreted  and  translated.     , 
^  J.HORN. 

Natchitoches,  Sept  1%  18Q5. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Peace  for  wA  county, 
Mary  Senes  Brevell,  widow  of  Antoine  Grillettej 
deceased,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith,  that,  after  she  married  Mr.  Griliette.  she 
went  with  him  to  the  ancieiit  Caddo  village, 
where  she  remained  about  eighteen  months.  At 
that  time,  there  were  a  few  French  inhabitants 
who  settled  and  lived  there,  and  a  French  com- 
mandant, who  was  Mr.  Grappe,  and,  as  near  as 
she  recollects,  four  soldiers ;  tnat  the  French  in- 
habitants cultivated  everything  that  was  com- 
mon for  the  French  in  other  parts  of  Louisiana ; 
and  thfit  she  does  not  recollect  the  exact  number 
of  years  that  hav^  elapsed  since  she  was  there, 
but  believes  it  was,  at  least,  ten  years  before  the 
Gk>vernment  of  Spain  took  place  in  Louisiana; 
and  that  she  always  understood,  by  her  parents, 
she  was  there  when  a  child^  but  she  was  too  young 
to  have  remembrance  of  it.  Further  the  depo- 
nent saith  not. 

M.  S.  BREVELL,  herx  mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Natchitoches  aforesaid, 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber  dulv  sworn  as  interpreter  of 
the  French  language,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
above  depositiqn  of  Mary  Louisa  Brevell  is  truly 
interpreted. 

J.  HORN, 

Natobitocbeb,  Seja.  16, 1805. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley,  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Natchitoches,  John  Baptiste  Ghrappe,  an  inhabi- 
unt  of  Campti,  in  said  county,  and  likewise  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  same,  ag«d  1 


42  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeik  ui 
saith,  that,  thirty-five  or  ihirtf-siz  yeais  t^u 
went  with  his  father  from  Natchitoches  loUeti- 
cient  Caddo  village,  where  he  leRuioed  abcut 
four  months.  At  that  time,  there  urn  oo£iau- 
lies  or  soldiers  there,  but  the  houses  ofikFreod 
families  who  had  lived  there  but  a  fevjeus  be- 
fore, together  with  the  fort,  flag  slafijud  tie  bir* 
racks  or  house  occupied  by  the  8oldie(vT&ta& 
standing  entire ;  and  that  his  &tber  tok  \m 
which  of  the  ^elds  and  houses  his  family  bi  oc- 
cupied for  a  number  of  years ;  aDdlikewue,k(n> 
members  to  have  seen  in  the  fort  the  m\m 
and  platform  where  the  cannon  were  placed;  d 
that  he  recollects  his  father  used  \ociJiitk&r 
tance  from  Natchitoches  to  said  plue  ^  va» 
about  the  same  as  from  Natchitoches  to  Net  0^ 
leans,  viz*  about  one  hundred  andseTeatyleagaes; 
and  further,  that  he  well  recollects  saoKFieocli 
families,  particularly  a  Mr.  Verge  and  Mi.de  Co- 
to,  living  at  the  VatUssee  point,  so  ctlled,a!u 
that  he  always  understood  tbejr  bad  lired  diert 
for  many  years  before  Louisiana  wis  ceded  u 
Spain;  and  that  the  same  place  has  alwiyscoa- 
tinued  to '  be  occupied  by  some  French  inlafr 
tants,and  is  situated  on  the  western  dirbjiM « 
Red  Kiver  about  twenty-five  leagues  aboTe.NiKa- 
iipches,  and  is  now  part  of  what  is  called  the  »• 
you  Pierre  settlement,  under  tbe  jarisdiciicii  fi 
the  Spanish  Government,  in  the  pro?inceof  Ta 
as;  and  that  he  has  been  several  times  at  a  p^ 
called  the  Dout,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Wuw 
river,  at  a  prairie,  and  towards  the  hcadof at 
river,  where  there  was  the  appearance  tf  »ia| 
works  having  been  erected  by  the  FrtKi « i 
trading  establishment,  and  where  his  fi»fl  J" 
many  Indians  had  told  him  the  French  JM^ 
been  hoisted,  and  the  arms  of  tbeKinsorFiua 
buried.    Further  the  deponent  aaiih  not. 

BTB.  GRAPPA 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Natcbitoclies,ilKl*^ 

day  of  September,  1805,  „,„m? 

JOHN  SIBLEY.K- 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  duly  sworn  »« "J? 
preter  of  the  French  Ungusgc,  do  hf^^l^ 
that  the^  forgoing  deposition  of  ^f^f^ 
Grappa  is  t^uly  interpreted  and  ^'•^J^qj^v 

Natchitoches,  &p«.^* 

Personally  appeared  before  m^MnS^^ 
of  the  Justices  oflhe  Peaee  for  ^^^^IJf.^ 
chitoches,  Fran9ois  Grappe,  of  Om^r^, 

county,  aged  57,  who,  beiag  duiy  »jMif 
and  saith,  that  to  the  best  ot  bis>povl^» 
lief,  he  was  born  near  the  ancient  (f^'^^^ 
on  Red  river,  which,-by  the  coui«ol  iw  n^^ 
believes  to  be  upwards  office  ^^^^f^X^^ 
Natchitoches,  where  his  parents  ^^^^"^^ 
had  lived,  he  believes,  a  number  o  yew>^  ^^ 
he  was  born,  and  where  ^^^l^^^^^^d^ 
uota  he  was  sixteen  or  ^^^^^i^^LJ^coiJ*'** 
As  long  ago  as  be  can  ^^c!inLaJh^^ 
Mr.  Fi5ii9ois  Harvey,a  French gcoUtf*", 
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:here,  and  who,  he  UDdentood  was  the  fiivt  white 
nan  that  settled  there ;  and  that  his  father  settled 
there  about  two  years  after.  Bat  he  alwajs  un- 
lerstood  there  had  been  a  company  of  Frefich 
:raders  settled,  for  a  number  of  years,  about  forty 
Biles  higher  up  the  riTer,  and  that  Mr.  Harrey 
vas  one  of  them ;  but  they  were  broken  up  before 
16. was  bom ;  it  was  always  called  the  Company: 
!lDd  that,  during  the  whole  time  he  liTed  at  the 
incient  Caddo  viNagej  there  were  three  settled 
amilies,  besides  a  number  of  single  persotis,  and 
I  detachment  of  soldiers ;  and  that  the  number  of 
oldiers  assigned  by  the  French  Grovemment  for 
hat  post  was  always  fifteen,  but  he  never  knew 
he  number  complete ;  and  that  his  father  was 
tommandant  of  the  place  for  many  years^  and 
wtLs  succeeded  by  a  Mr.  Closo,  who  continued 
0  be  a  commandant  until  it  wais  abandoned,  after 
he  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain ;  and  that  his 
at  her,  by  order  of  thef'  Governor  of  Louisiana. 
Hiilt  a  small  fort  there,  in  which  were  two  small 
)ieces  of  cannon,  and  in  which  was  a  flag-sta^  on 
vhich  the  French  flag  was  occasionally  hoisted ; 
le  believes  that  the  whole  time  that  that  place 
vas  occupied  by  the  French  as  a  military  post 
ind  a  settlement  of  families  was  about' thirty 
rears ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  pursued  the  same 

fricalture  that  was  then  common  in  other  parts 
the  French  settlements  .  of  Louisiana,  Viz. 
;orn,  tobacco,  indigo,  cotton,  and  garden  Vegeta- 
)[es^  with  some  wheat,  which  grew  well;  but, 
lanng  no  way  of  manufacturing  flour,  there  was 
mt  little  wheat  raised,  though  there  was  a  pair 
if  excellent  European  mill-stores  and  mill-irons 
here,  but  were  not  in  use  in  his  time  $  the  stones 
le  himself  brought  down  in  the  year  1778,  and 
hey  were  carried  to  Opelousas;  he  understood 
hey  had  been  carried  to  the  Caddo  country  by 
he  Company,  as  it  was  called :  And  that  he  has 
knowledge  of  a  French  trading  establishment  be* 
Dg  at  a  place  called  the  Dout,  on  the  Sabine  river, 
lear  where  the  Nandaco  Indians  now  live ;  ana 
hat  it  was  an  ancient  establishment,  and  a  place 
)f  great  trade  and  resort  at  the  time  his  father's 
amily  lived  at  the  Caddos;  and  that  he  has  sev- 
iral  times  been  at  the  place ;  the  French  flag  used 
0  be  hoisted  there,  and  there  are  the  remains  of 
he  buildings  and  works  now  to  be  seen ;  and  that 
be  Dout  is  about  one  hundred  and  fiftyLmiles 
lorthwest  from  Natchitoches.  And  that  there 
vas,  at  the  same  time,  a  similar  trading  establish- 
nent  and  a  number  of  settled  French  families 
It  the  Yattasse  point,  on  the  southwest  division 
)f  Red  river,  ahout  twenty-five  leagues  above 
Natchitoches,  in  what  is  now  called  the  Bayou 
i^ierre  settlement,  which  is  now  under  the  jnris- 
liciion  of  Spain,  and  which  place  is  now.  and 
>ver  has  continued  to  be,  occupied  by  Frencn  in- 
habitants, and  some  of  whom  have  ancient  French 
'rants  or  titles  for  their  lands;  and  that  Mr. 
^erge^  who  lived  there  for  a  number  of  years  be- 
bre  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  Spain,  had  the  ex- 
clusive Indian  trade  granted  him,  by  the  French 
Governor  General  or  Louisiana,  of  Troiscannes 
>r  Tauacanos,  the  Reychies,  Yattasses,  and  sev- 
eral other  tribes  that  then  lived  on  the  river  Sa- 


bine, and  southward  and  westward  of  it,  in  what 
is  now  called  the  province  of  Texas. 

FRANCOIS  GRAPPE. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  30th  of  September, 
1805. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  /.  P. 

The  subscriber  being  dulv  sworn  interpreter  of 
the  French  language,  does  nereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  declaration  of  Fran9oi8  Grappe  is  truly 
interpreted  and  translated. 

J.  HORN. 


Doeament  relative  to  robbeiiss  committed  by  the  Span- 
iards in  liomsiana. 

Natobitocbbs,  October  2, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Natchitoches, '<  Gkispard  Bodin,  Lewis  Bodin,  and 
Andrew  Chamar,  all  of  Natchitoches  aforesaid, 
wha  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on 
the  8th  day  of  September  last,  they,  the  deponents, 
were  all  travelling  in  .company  from  Natchitoches 
to  Opelousas,  on  the  usual  road;  and  that,  when 
within  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  of  Opelousas 
church,  they  were  met  by  Aire  armed  Spanish  sol- 
diers on  horseback,  who  drew  their  arms  upon 
them,  and  ordered  them  to  stop.  One  of  the  de- 
ponents. (Madam  Bodin,)  who  speaks  Spanish 
well,  asked  the  one  who  appeared  to  be  the  com- 
mander of  the  party,  what  business  he  had  to  order 
them  to  stop,  that  tney  were  all  of  them  Ameri- 
cans, and  that  was  American  ground.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Spanish  party  renlied,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  command  there,  and  would  do  as  he 
pleased,  and  that  he  must  nave  such  a  horse  for 
the  use  of  the  King,  (pointing  to  Mr.  Chamar's 
best  horse)  which  he  immediately  took  possession 
of,  and  took  awav  with  them,  proceeding  on  the 
Nacogdoche  road,  and  the  deponent  Chamar  has 
never  seen  or  heard  of  his  horse  since. 

GASPARD  BODIN, 
LEWIS  BODIN,. 
ANDREW  CHAMAR. 

Sworn  before  me  the  day  above  written. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

Natchitoches,  Oct,  3, 1805. 

Perronally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Natchito- 
ches, Francis  Roban,  of  said  Natchitoches,  aged 
twenty-one  years,  who.  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseth  and  saith,  that,  aoout  the  10th  of  Septem* 
ber  last,  himself,  being  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Oliver  and  Case,  of  Natchitoches,  was,  with  Jo- 
seph Lucas,  coodacting  from  the  Caddo  nation  to 
Natchitoches  eighteen  horses,  packed  with  about 
eleven  hundred  deer  skins;  and  in  the  Bayou 
Pierre  settlement  they  stopped  for  the  nighty  at 
the  plantation  of  a  Mr.  Poisot.  Next  morning, 
the  deponent  had  occasion  to  go  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  de  Soto,  about  a  half  a  league  distant,  who  is 
a  syndic,  and  at  whose  house  the  detachment  of 
Spanish  soldiers  on  guard  is  stationed;  soon  after 
his  arrival  atde  Soto's  houae,  a  corporal  of  the 
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gvard  called  him,  the  deponent,  into  a  saaU  i^mrt- 
xnent,  in  de  SoCo's  housa,  under  the  pretence  of 
speaung  to  him;  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  roonL 
tne  corporal  told  him  he  was  a  prisoner,  ana 
placed  a  sentinel  at  the  door;  then  told  him  they 
wanted  to  take  OliTer  and  Case^  or  either  of  them, 
and  that,  if  they^did  not  find  Oliver  and  Case,  that 
he,  the  deponent  should  pay  for  it*  They  kept 
him  then  confined  in  the  room,  from  about  eight 
in  the  morning  till  one,- afternoon;  they  then  re- 
mored  the  deponent  on  his  owo  horse,  with  one 
armed  soldier  before  him  and  another  behind, 
and  ordered  him  to  show  Oliver  and  Case.  He 
conducted  them  in  this  maanef  about  eight  miles^ 
where  he  understood  Mr.  Cuse  bad  b^n  to  Mr. 
Dolev's.  Arriving  therC)  aod  not  finding  him, 
the  aeponent  was  left  at  Mr.  Doley's  under  a 

fuard,  and  the  corporal  went  to  some  bouses  near 
y  in  the  neiffhborhood,  to  search  for  him,  but 
could  not  find  him;  aAer  which,  they  set  off  in 
the  same  order  in  which  they  cam^  to  return 
back  to  de  Soto's.  On  their  way  they  discovered 
a  fresh  trail  of  horses  crossing  the  road,  and  lead- 
ing from  Mr.  Poisot's  plantation  towards  the 
plantation  of  Mr.  Robleau,  which  they  coachided 
to  be  the  trail  of  Lucas,  with  the  packs,  dbc.  The 
deponent  then  attempted  to  escaiw  from  them,  bat 
was  overtaken^  and  ti^d  with  his  hands  behiud 
him,  with  a  coarse  hair  rope;  they  then  put  him 
on  nis  horse,  one  of  the  Spaniards  leMtng  his 
horse  by  a  rope  and  another  loUowing  behind  and 
holding  the  other  end  of  the  bait  rope,  with  which 
the  deponent's  hands  were  tied.  .  tt  was^  at  that 
time,  towards  eicht  o*clock  in  the  evenmg;  the 
moon  shone  bright,  th^y  followed  the  trail  lead- 
ing towards  Robleau's  plantation  about  two  and 
a  half  miles,  and  found  all  the  pMsk-horses  graz- 
ing. The  Spaniards  went  immediatelv  to  gather^ 
ing  them  up,  and  took  poasession  of  them  all, 
drove  them  mto  a  pen  belonging  to  the  plantation, 
and  placed  a  guard  over  them ;  after  which  they 
untied  the  deponent,  and  drove  him  into  the  pen 
with  the  horses,  where  they  kept  him  under  guard 
among  the  horses  the  remaioder  of  the  night. 

After  the  horses  and  deponent  were  thus  pen- 
ned up  together)  the  corporal  armed  himself  with 
a  pair  of  pistols,  and,  with  a  rope  under  his  coat, 
sat  off  for  Lucas's  camp,  the  liffht  of  which  was 
in  sight,  saying  he  woula  go  and  tie  Lucas.  .He 
was  gone  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  he 
came  rimninff  faaok  much  out  of  breath,  and  ex- 
claimed :  <' Blast  the  Indian,  he  wanted  to  shoot 
me  with  his  arrow."  Soon  after,  the  Indian  came 
up;  the  corporal  took  his  gun  and  preaented  it  at 
the  Indian,  who  replied,  "^  You  haa  best  be  easy, 
for  I  am  not  a  child ;  you  may  thank  me  that  you 
are  here  now."  The  corporal  then  spoke  to  the 
Indian,  told  him  he  was  sorry  for^wbat  he  had 
done,  it  was  in  passion,  shook  bauds  with  him, 
Ac.  The  Indian,  who  was  a  Yattaase,  then  told 
the  deponent  to  tell  the  corporal  that  he,  the  Span- 
iard, had  wanted  to  take  Lucas,  but,  if  he  had  have 
taken  him,  he  should  not  have  tied  him  or  taken 
him  off.  The  Indian  afterwards  related  to  him, 
the  deponent,  how  the  corporal  eame  to  the  fire, 
where  Lucas  and  himaeif  were  eneamped ;  Lucas  I 


saw  iiim  earning  and  rosa up;  tbe  corporal  ctlM 
out  to  him,  and  told  him  he  wanted  to  speak  to 
him ;  Lucas  saw  him  armed  and  aaw  ths  ro^ 
ha  bad^aod  retreated  a  few  at^ia  from  the  §n\ 
the  corporal  told  him  to  stop^  or  he  wsoid  liioat 
him;  Lucas  ioid  him,  he  wotild  not  Aopi  sad 
ran  off.  The  Indian'^  at  the  sama  oiomcBt,  drew 
his  bow  to  shoot  the.  corporal,  vrJio  likeviR  laa 
and  hid  himself  in  the  cornfield.  The  deyoKat 
further  saiih,  that,  while  he  was  imfrboaed  ia 
the  horse-pen  with  the  horses,  the  Indian  csae 
into  the  pen  to  him,  and  remained  with  him  t^ 
remainder  of  the  night.  Some  tinae  in  the  ai^ 
he  proposed  to  the  deponent  taasaisi  hi0,u4 
they  would  tie  the  two  Spaaiarda,  aad  take  of 
the  horses,  but  if  he  was  afraid  to  attenpt  that, 
he,  the  Indian,  would  kill  them  both,  if  the  de^ 
ponent  would  consent  to  it.  The  depoacot  fur- 
ther said,  that,  the  next  moraing^,  the  Spaaisrds 
sat  off  with  him  and  all  the  horaes  for  de  Soto^s 
house ;  and  as  they  were  goinar  hj  Mr.  Poisot's 
house,  on  th^r  way  he  requested  leave  to  go  in  to 
get  a  drink  of  water,  aad  made  his  eacnpe  ootof  a 
back  door,  hid  himself  in  a  cotton  field,  from 
thence  into  a  thicket,  where  he  reoiaiBed  hid  iiU 
ni^t,  leaving  his  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle  at  Mi, 
Poisot's  gate,  which  the  Spaniards  took  possessioa 
of.  In  the  eveaiogyhe  came  into  Mr.  Poisot^ 
bouse/ Mr.  Poisot  ^ve  him  ssome  victuals,  aoi 
advised  him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  toNadk- 
itoches,  for  the*  Spaniards  were  determined  m 
catch  him.  and  had  ffiven  •  him  positive  instrnc- 
tipua  to  take  him  if  he  could,  and  bind  hiaif  and 
bring  him  to  the  guard ;  and  that  all  the  horKr 
they  had  started  off  for  Nacogdoche.  The  depo- 
nent sat  off  immediate y,  and  travelled  all  aiqpit, 
avoiding  as  much  as  he  c0uld  the  naaia  road,  lu- 
derstaading  that  there  were.  Spaniards  posted  oa 
the  road  to  wmykv  him.  About  an  hour  bd«c 
daylight  he  amved  at  Mr.  Doley^  and  UmuA  tke 
Spaniards  had  arrived  there,  with  all  the  hones 
before  him,  and  sentinel  guarding^  them ;  hs  own 
horse  among  the  rest.  And/urther  the  depoaent 
said  not.  FRANCIS  ROBAN, 

Sworn  before  me,      JOHN  SIBLBY,  J.  P. 

[The  foregoing  papers  were  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  oa  tke 
6th  December,  1805.  The  Committee  made  a 
report  to  the  House,  Januanr  3, 1806,  for  whick 
see  supplemental  Journal  to  Hoaae  Debates,  aik, 
pi»gelll7.]  

FRANCE. 

[Commumcated  to  Ck>ngreB8,  January  10, 180&] 
To  tJu  SenaU  oftht  VtUM  SUOmc 

In  eompliance  with  the  request  of  the  Seoaie. 
expressed  in  their  resolution  of  December  27,  1 
now  lay  before  them  such  documents  and  papers 
(there  being  no  other  information  in  my  posses- 
sion)  as  relate  to  complaints  made  by  the  GorecD- 
ment  of  France  against  the  commerce  carried  oa 
bv  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  Ftenek 
islands  of  St.  Domingo. 

Jan.  10^  ISOe.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 
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Gttieral  Tofreau  to  the  S^mtaxy  of  Stato. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  P}enipotentiarv  of 
His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  to  His  Excellen- 
cy the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
has  testiBed,  in  his  conversations  with  the  Sec- 
TeiRTy  of  State,  his  just  discontent  with  the  com- 
raerciai  relations  which  many  citizens  of  different 
States  of  the  Utrion  mmintain  With  the  rebels  of 
every  colorvWho  have  momentarily  withdrawn  the 
colony  of  St.  Domingo  fronMhe  legal  authority. 

The  pri&eiple^  iajuriofiflly  afteied'  by  such  a 
corainesce,.or  rather  by  rach  a  system  or  robbery, 
(brigandage,)  are  so  evident,  so  generally  acknow- 
ledged, and  adopted,  not  only  by  all  nations  who 
have  a  colonial  system  to  defend,  but  even  by  those 
who  have  none,  and,  moreover^  even  by  every 
wise  peoj]Je  to  whatsoever  political  agaregation 
they  may  belong,  that  the  statesman,  irSe  has  not 
lost  every  idea  of  justice,  df  humanity,  and  of  pub- 
lic law,  can  no  more  contest  their  wisdom  than 
their  existence.  And  certainly  the  undersigned, 
in  finding  himself  called  by  his  duty,  as  well  as  by 
his  inclination,  in  the  bosom  of  a  friendly  people, 
and  near  the  respectable  Chief  that  directs  its  Qov- 
emment;  certainly  the  undersigned  ought  not  to 
have  expected  that  his  first  political  relations' 
would  have  for  their  object  a  complaint  so  serious, 
an  infraction  so  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacked 
and  the  best  observed  by  every  nation  under  the 
dominion  of  civilization. 

But  it  was  not  enough  for  soma  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  convey  munitions  of  everv  kind 
to  the  rebels  of  St.  Domingo^  to  that  race  of  Afri- 
can slaves  the  reproach  and  the  refuse  of  nature ; 
it  was  moreover  necessary  to  insure  the  success  of 
this  ignoble  and  criminal  traffic  by  the  use  of  iTorce. 
The  veissels  destined  to  protect  it  are  constructed, 
loaded,  armed  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Union,  under 
the  eye^  of  the  American  people,  of  its  particular 
authorities.  And  of  the  Feoeral  Government  itself: 
and  this  uovernment,  which  has  taken  for  the 
basis  of  its  political  career  the  most  scrupulous 
equity  and  the  most  impartial  neiurality^  does  not 
forbid  it 

Without'  doubt,  and  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
found consideration  with  which  the  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  French  Empire  Is  penetrated 
for  the  Government  of  the  Union,  be  might  enlarge 
still  further  upon  the  reflections  suggfested  by  sucn 
a  state  of  things — a  circumstance  so  important, 
so  unexpected.  But  it  would  be  equally  as  affiict- 
ing  for  him  to  dwell  upon  it,  to  state  its  consequeik- 
ces,  as  it  would  be  for  the  Oovernmcnt  to  hear 
them. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  who  perfectly  knows, 
the  justice  of  the  principles,  and  tne  legittmacy  of 
the  rights  referred  to  in  this  note,  will  be  of  opin- 
ion, that  neither  are  susceptible  of  discussion ;  be- 
cause, a  principle  universally  assented  to,  a  right 
generally  established,  is  never  discussed,  or,  at  least, 
18  discussed  in  rain.  The  only  way  open  for  the 
redress  of  these  complaints,  is,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
tolerance  which  produces  them,  and  which  daily 
aggravates  their  consequences. 

Moreover,  this  note,  lounded  upon  facts  not  less 
evident  than  the  principles  which  thty  infract, 
9tb  Coir.— 39 


-does  not  permit  the  undersigned  to  doubt  that  the 
GK>vernment  of  the  United  States  will  take  the 
most  prompt,  as  well  as  the  most  effectual  prohibi- 
tory measures,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  its  cause ; 
and  heseizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  of  renew- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his 
high  consideration. 

•  TURREAU. 

General  Taireau  to  tb»  Secntaiy  of  Stale. 

WABHiNcrroir,  Janwaify  3, 1806. 

BiR :  FoffDial  orders  of  my  Gh>'veroment  obHge 
me  to  insist  upon  the  contents  of  my  oflieiat  note  of 
the  14th  of  October  last,  relative  to  the  commerce' 
>rfaich  some  inbabitantaof  the  United  States  main- 
tain  with  the  rebels  of  St.  DoauiiM. 

Not  receiYingany  answer  to  that  note,  I  had' 
room  to  hope  that  the  GkiTemment  of  the  Union 
would  take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  to  pot 
an  end  to  the  causes  which  produced  it;  but  yomf' 
silence  towftrds  me,  especially  in  relation  to  St. 
Domingo,  and  that  of  yonr  Granreroment  towanla' 
Ck>ngte8s,  impose  upon  me  the  duty  of  reealiin|r. 
to  yoar  recollection  the  said  official  noM,  and  of 
renewing  toyou  my  complaints  upon  tht  tueranee 

E'ven  to  an  abase  asahoeking',  as  contrary  to  the 
w  of  nations,  as  it  is  to  the  treaties  of  peaee  and 
friendship  eziating  between  France  aatt  the  V^u* 
ted  States. 

I  will  not  recur,  sir,  to  the  different  cicnmstan- 
cea  which  have  attended  the  commerce  with  the 
revested  part  of  St.  Domini^  y  to  the  scandahmr 
publicity  men  to  its  shameful  success ;  to  the  re- 
wards and  encomiums  prostituted  uppn  the  crews 
of  armied  vessels,  whose  destinatioii  is  to  protect 
the  voyages  te  carry  munitions  of  every  Kind  to' 
the  rebeby  and  thus  to  nourish  rebeUion  and  rob« 
bery. 

You  ought  not  to  be  surprised,  sir,  that  I  dall 
anew  the  attention  of  the  Ameriaen  Government 
to  tfaia  subject.  His  excellency  M.  Talleyrand 
has  already*  testified  his  discontent  toGkweml  Aim^ 
string,  your  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Perls; 
and  you  will  be  of  opiinion,  that  it  is  at  length 
time  to  pursue  formal  measures  against  every  ad^ 
icenttiie  to  the  potts  of  St.  Domingo  ocedpied  by 
the  rebels.  The  system  of  tolerance  which  pn>> 
duces  this  commerce,  which  suffers  its  bang  arm«- 
ed,wkich  eocowages,  by  impunity,  its  eztensioB 
and  its  excesses,  cannot  longer  remain  |  and  the 
Emperor  aiid  Iking  my  master  expeeu  from  the 
dignity  and  candor  ,or  the  Gbvernment  of  the 
Union  that  an  end  b«  put  to  it  promptly. 

I  add  to  this  despatch  a  copy  of  the  official. note 
which  has  been  already  transmitted  to  you.  I 
enmestlf  request,  sir,  that  you  acknowledge  the 
rebetfit  of  both ;  aad  receive  anew  assurances  of 
my  high  ebnnderatibn. 

TURRBAU. 

[Ehiddsed  in  €tonetd  Armstrcmg's  letter  to  the  Soere* 
V   tarf  of  State,  of  the  10th  August,  1806.] 

From  M.  TsUeyrand  to  General  Armstrong. 

Sir:  I  have  several  times  had  the  honor  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  commerce  carried  on  from 
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the  ports  of  the  Uoited  States,  to  those  of  St.  Do- 
mingo occupied  by  the  rebeb.  The  commercial 
communications  would  appear  to  be  almost  daily 
increased.  Iq  orcjer  to  cover  their  true  destination, 
the  vessels  are  cleared  for  the  West  Indies,  with- 
out a  more  particular  designation  of  the  place ; 
and,  with  the  aid  of  these  commissions,  provisions, 
arms,  and  other  objects  of  supply,  of  which  they 
stand  in  need,  are  carried  to  tne  rebels  of  St.  Do- 
mioffo. 

Although  these  adventures  may  be  no  more 
than  the  result  of  private  speculations,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  not  the  less  en- 
gaged to  put  an  end  to  them,  by  aconsequenee  of 
the  obligations  which  bind-together  all  the  civi- 
lized Powers,  all  those  who  mre  jn  a  state  of  peace. 
No  Government  can  second  the  spirit  of  revolt  of 
the  subjects  of  another  Power;  and,  as^in  this 
state  of  things  it  cannot  maintain  communications 
with  them,  it  oa^ht  not  to  favor  those  which  its- 
own  subjects  maintain. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  Goverpment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  longer  shut  its  eyes  upon  the 
communications  of  their  commerce  with  St.  Do-" 
mingo.  The  adventures  for  that  island  are  making 
with  a  scandulous  publicity.  They  are  supported 
by  armed  vessels.  At  their  return,^  feasts  are  ^ven 
io  order  to  vaunt  the  success  of  their  speculations; 
and  the  acknowledgment,  even  the  eulogies  of 
Government  are  so  much  relied  upon,  that  it  is  at 
these  feasts,  and  in  the  midst  of  an  immense  con- 
course, where  are  found  the  first  authorities  of  the 
country,  that  the  principles  of  the  Government  of 
Hayti  are  celebrated,  and  that  vows  Jire  made  for 
its  duration. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir.  to  transmit  to  your  Excel- 
lency an  extract  of  an  American  journal,  in  which 
are  contained  sundry  details  of  a  fBast  given  in  the 

Eort  of  New  York,  on  board  of  a  convoy  which 
ad  arrived  from  St.  Domingo. 
The  ninth  toast,  j^iven  to  the  Government  of 
Hayti,  cannot  iail,  sir,  to  excite  your  indignation. 
It  is  not,  after  having  covered  everything  with 
blood  and  with  ruins,  that  the  rebels  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ought  to  have  found  apologists  in  a  nation 
the  friend  of  France. 

But  they  do  not  stop  at  their  first  speculations. 
The  company  of  merchants,  which  gave  a  feast 
on  the  return  of  their  adventure,  is  preparitig  a 
second  convoy,  and  proposes  to  place  it  under  the 
escort  of  several  armed  vessels.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  call  the 
most  serious  attention  of  your  Government  to- 
wards! a  series  of  Tacts,  which  it  beccmies  its  dis- 
nitv  and  candor  no  longer  to  permit.  The  Fed- 
eral Government  cannot  so  far  separate  itself  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  as  to  permit 
to  them  acts  and  communications  which  it  thinks 
itself  bound  to  interdict  to  itself,  or  as  to  think 
that  it  can  distinguish  its  own  responsibility  from 
that  of  its  subjects^  when  there  is  in  question  an  un- 

Earalleled  revolt,  whose  circumstances  and  whose 
orrible  consequences  must  alarm  all  nations,  and 
who  are  all  equally  interested  in  seeing  it  cease. 
France  ought  to  expect  from  the  amity  of  the 


Unite^  States,  and  His  Majesty  cbarges  me,  sir, 
to  request,  in  his  name,  that  they  interdict  every 
private  adveinure,  which,  under  any  pretext  or 
designation  .whatever,  mxf  be  destined  to  tkt 
ports  of  St.  Domingo  occupied  by  the  rebels. 

Receive,  Greneral,  the  assurances  of  ay  k^h 
considertflion.  C.  M.  TALLEYRAND. 

To  His  Exc'y  Gen.  Abmstroiio, 
Minigter  Plerdpoteniiary  4^  the  Ui  & 


From  M.  TsUeyrsnd  te  General 

Fabib,  (29t^  T^ermidar,  I3tk  year,) 

Attguat  13, 1806. 

Bii^i :  Since  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write 
to  you,  on  the  2nd  Therm idor,  conceraiog  the 
armaments  which  were  making  id  the  pons ^ the 
United  .States  for  the  western  part  of  St^DotBingo, 
fresh  information  upon  this  point  confirms  every- 
thing which  had  been  received.  The  adreattiTes 
for  St.  Domingo  are  publicly  made ;  vessds  ace 
armed  for  war  to  protect  the  convoys ;  and  it  is 
in  virtue  of  contracts  entered  into  between  Des- 
salines  and  American  merchants,  that  the  latter 
send  him  supplies  and  munitions  of  war. 

1  add,  sir,  to  the  letter  which  I  have  the  booor 
to  write  to  you,  a  copy  df  a  seatence  given  at  Hah- 
faz,  in  the  matter  ot  a  merchant  of  New  York, 
who  had  conveyed  into  the  revolted  part  of  Sl 
Domingo  three  cargoes  of  gunpowder,  and  wiio 
was  taken  on  his  return  by  an  English  frigate. 

If  even  in  the  English  tribunal,  where  this  prize 
was  condemned,  the  whole  island  of  St.  Domioio 
was  considered  as  a  French  colony,  how  ess  the 
Federal  Government  tolerate  that  the  rebels  of 
this  colony  should  continue  to  receive  from  Amer- 
ica succors  against  the  parent  country  ?  It  is  im- 
possible that  that  Gk>vernment  should  be  igaoraat 
ofihe  aro)#ments  making  in  its  ports.  Too  modi 
publi(;ity  is  given  to  them  not  to  render  it  respoa- 
sible ;  and  it  ought  to  perceive  that  it  is  contrary 
to  every  system  of  peace  and  good  friendship  to 
suffer  longer  in  its  ports  armaments  evidentiy  di- 
rected against  France. 

Without  doubt  the  Fedeial  Qovermmeat  would 
not  wish,  in  order  to  favor  certain  private  specu- 
lations, to  give  new  ihcilities  to  rebellion  and  rob- 
bery (brigandage:)  the  tolerance  of  a  commerce 
so  scandalous  would  be  unworthy  of  it.  Neither 
your  Government  nor  His  Majesty  can  be  any 
longer  indifferent  to  it ;  and,  as  the  seriousness  i 
the  facts  which  occasion  this  complaint  obli|^ 
His  Msjestv  to  consider  as  good  prize  everything 
which  shall  enter  the  port  of  St.  I>omingo  occo- 
pied  by  the  xebels,  and  everything  coming  out,  be 
persuades  himself  that  the  Gk>vernmeot  of  tb« 
United  States  will  take,  on  its  part,  against  this 
commerce,  at  once  illicit  and  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  all  the  repressire 
and  authoritative  measures  proper  to  pot  an  tai 
to  it.  This  system  of  impunity  and  tolerance  can 
no  longer  continue ;  and  His  Majesty  is  convinced 
that  your  Government  will  think  it  due  from  its 
frankness  promptly  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Keceive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consid* 
eratioQ.  CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
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CSorreapomUnee  cfihe  Seer^ary  of  Slate  with  the 

Marquude  Yrujo 

n6  Secr^taiy  of  State  to  the  Marquis  do  Tnijo. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  Statb,  Jati,  15, 1806. 

Sir :  In  cooseqaeoce  of  the  jast  objections  which 
your  conduct  had  furnished  against  your  counte- 
nance here,  as  the  or^n  of  communication  on 
the  part  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  it  was  signified  - 
at  Madrid  in  the  month  of  April  last,  through  the 
mission  of  the  United  States  there,  that  the  •sub- 
stitution of  an6ther  was  desited  by  the  President. 

In  reply  it  was  intimated  by  Mr.  CeTailos,  that 
as^  you  had  yourself  expressed  a  wish  and  ob- 
tained penaission  to  return  to  Spain,  the  purpose 
might  be  accomplished  without  the  necessity  of  a 
recall,  and  that  such  a  change  in  the  mode  would 
be  agreeable  to  your  QoTcrnment ;  in  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  the  arran|^ement  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cevallos  was  admitted ;  and  it  was  not  doabtexL 
that  it  would  without  deiaj  have  been  carriea 
into  effect.  It  is  seen,  therefore,  not  without  sur- 
prise, that,  at  this  late  day,  you  should  have  re- 
pairer to  the  seat  of  Gk>vemment,  as  if  nothing 
had  occurred,  rendering  such  a  step  improper. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  nas 
charged  me  to  signify  to  you,  that  your  remain- 
ing at  this  place  is  dissatisfactory  to  him,  and  that 
although  he  cannot  permit  himself  to  insist  on 
your  departure  from  the  United  States  during  an. 
inclement  season,  he  expects  it  will  not  be  un- 
necessarily postponed,  after  thisobstacle  has  ceased. 

I  am  cnarged  by  the  President,  at  the  same 
time,  to  let  it  be  fiilly  understood  that  the  coasid- 
erationa  which  have  led  to  this  explanation,  Imh- 
ing  altogether  personal,  they  are  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  the  ready  admission  of  a  succesior,  and 
with  all  the  attention,  which  ean  be  doe  to  what- 
ever communications  His  Catholic  Majesty  may 
please  to  make,  with  a  view  to  cultivate  harmony 
and  friendship  between  the  two  nationa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  due  consider- 
ation and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Maiqnis  de  CaaaTnyo  to  Mr.  Madiaoii. 

WASHiifOTON,  Jan.  16, 1806. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, in  which  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me,  that  from 
the  President  of  the  united  dutes  having  solicit- 
ed my  recall  to  Madrfd,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,  he  has  hear^  with  surprise  my  arrival  in  this 
city,  the  residence  of  Government,  and  that  he 
thinxs  this  step  of  mine  improper,  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  that  my  stay  here  would  be  dissatis- 
factory to  him.  As  the  obiect  of  my  journey  is 
not  With  the  view  to  hatcn  plots,  to  excite  con- 
spiracies, or  to  promote  any  attempt  whatever 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
as  hitherto  I  have  not  either  directly  or  indirectly 
committed  acts  of  a  similar  tendency,  which  alone 
would  justify  the  tenor  and  object  of  your  letter; 
to  which  I  reply,  my  arrival  here  is  an  innocent 
and  legal  act,  which  leaves  me  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  my  rights  and  privileges,  both  as  a 


Sublic  cha*racter,  or  as  a  private  individuaL 
faking  use,  therefore^  of  these  rights  and  privi- 
leges, f  intend  remaining  in  this*  city,  four  miles 
square,  in  which  the  Government  resiaes,  as  long  as 
it  may  suit  the  interest  of  the  King  my  master,  or 
my  own  personal  convenience ;  I  must  at  the  same 
time  add  that  I  shall  not  lose  sight  of  these  two 
circumstances,  as  respect  the  period  and  season 
in  which  our  mutual  desires  for  my  departure 
from  the  United  States  are  to  be  accomplished. 

In  regard  to  the  objections  which  this  Govern- 
ment, in  its  wisdom,  u  pleased  to  call  just,  respect- 
ing tne  demand  of  my  removal,  I  shall  take  the 
liMrtyof  observing  that  although  this  Government 
no  doubt  may  have  had  their  reasons  to  solicit  it, 
they  hitherto  have  forgotten  to  communicate  them 
to  mine ;  for  Mr.  Monroe's  official  letter  to  Mr. 
Cevallos  on  this  subject  merely  contains  vague, 
undetermined,  general  assertions,  destitute  of  any 
proof  whatever.  It  is  true,  that  he  alludes  to  an 
attempt  of  mine  to  bribe  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  is  equally  so  that  as  this  assertion  of 
Government  is  grounaed  on  a  reference  to  a  testi- 
mony already  proved  incorrect,  I  may  without 
wounding  the  feelings  of,  or  be  wanting  in  that 
respect  wnich  I  owe  this  Administration^  permit 
myself  to  call  it  false  and  calumnious. 

Independent  of  that,  in  the  letter  I  had  the  hon- 
or of  writing  to  you,  sir,  early  in  Sept.  1804,  in 
which  this  business  was  completely  and  satisfac* 
torily  explained,  if  in  fact  the  editor  of  the  Com- 
mercial Register  could  ever  be  considered  as  an 
organ  of  truth,  what  would  the  American  people 
think  of  their  chief  magistrate,  of  the  heads  of  the 
departments,  and  of  the  actsof  tnis  administration? 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  endeavor  to  change  by 
this  explanation,  the  disposition  of  this  Govern- 
ment towards  my  person ;  my  object  is  solely  to 
fulfil  the  duty  my  situation  imposes  on  me  of 
again  repelling  an  imputation,  which  is  as  impro- 
bablein  itself  as  it  is  calumnious  against  both 
my  public  and  private  character. 

I  shall  there/ore,  sir,  communicate  your  letter 
of  yesterday,  to  my  Government:  I  shall  also  in- 
form it  of  my  answer,  thereto ;  and  whenever  by 
order  of  the  Kin^  my  piaster.  I  am  to  return  to 
Spain,  I  shall  quit  the  Unitea  States  with  senti- 
ments of  affection  towards  a  virtuous  people,  in 
whose  bosom  I  have  lived  ten  years,  with  tne  in- 
timate testimony  of  having  never  committed  any 
grounded  offence  against  tneir  Government ;  and 
above  all,  with  the  consoling  satisfaction  of  hav- 
ing employed  all  my  zeal  and  feeble  talents  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  the  best  of  Kings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  dbc. 

M.  DR  CASA  YRUJO. 

Jambs  MiDiaoii,  Esq. 

M.  de  Ctsa  Trajo  to  the  Secrataiy  of  State. 

Washinotom,  Jan.  19, 1806. 

Sir:  Having  gone  through  the  personal  ex- 
planations, which  for  just  motives  I  was  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  in  my  first  answer  to  your 
letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  must  now  Inform 
you,  sir,  what  otherwise  would  then  have  consti- 
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toced  mj  >ole  rcnif ,  iiamd|r,  that  the  RaYoy  Kz- 
traordJBarj  and  Minister  rlcnipoteBtiarr  <»  Bk 
Catholic  Majesty  near  the  United  States  receJTcs 
no  orders  eieept  from  his  Sovereign.  I  most 
also  declare  to  yoo,  sir,  that  I  coqsi&r  both  the 
style  and  tenor  of  yonr  letter  as  indeeoronS|  and 
its  object  an  infraction  of  the  privilefa  attached 
to  my  pobUe  character.  Thu  violation  of  the 
diplomatic  ri^ts  and  privileges,  jm  ineaplicable 
in  itself  as  it  u  ill  groiuded,  reqnires  on  mv  part 
the  most  solemn  protest  against  yonr  said  letter, 
its  style,  and  the  intent  with  which  it  is  addressed 
to  me.  I  do  therefore  protest  in  the  moat  solemn 
manner  I  possibly  can  acaiast  this  improper  step 
of  yonri;  sir ;  a  step  which,  under  the  existing 
circumstances^  is  as  contrary  to  the  diplomatie 
laws  and  usa^^  as  it  is  to  the  spirit  of  tne  Con- 


th 


in  Older  that  yonr  fmnanrf,  ssr,  im  una  case,  may 
not  in  any  manner  aHeet  the  privileges  of  tie 
body  to  which  I  have  the  hmflr  to  bek^^  I  ^afl 
immediately  transmit  to  the  other  memben  there- 
of accredited  near  the  United  States  a  eny  ^f 
yonr  said  letter,  of  my  first  answer,  and  ^  tkis 
my  protest,  that  on  their  part  they  miay  make  le 
proper  use  thereof,  and  also  thai  it  aany  aimys 
appear  that  if  there  has  existed  on  the  part  tf 
this  Administration  an  arbitmry  detcrmiaatioa  n 
violate  the  rights  of  embass]^  respected  by  every 
civilized  nation,  there  did  auo  exist  in  me  tkie 
jnst  resolation  of  repelling  any  similar  attempt 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

M.  D£  CASA  TRFJO. 

JjjfBS  IfAninoH,  Esq. 
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PA88BD  AT  THE  FIB8T  SE88I0N  OP  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 

AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  2,  isas. 
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^N  ACT  making  an  ad<litional  appropriation  for  the 
Naval  Mrvice,  daring  th«  year  ope  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fiTe.. 

Be  t<  emacUd  by  the  Senate  ctnd  House  ofRepre-' 
^sentativeB  of  the  United  Statet  of  AmericcL  in  Oon- 

fren  assembled^  That,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
eretofore  approfirfated  for  that  object,  the  sum  oi 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  towards  defray* 
*ing  the  expenses  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 
fire. 

Sco.  3.  And  be  UJitriher  enacted^  That  the 
aforeMi.id  sum  shaltbe  paid,  first,  o^t  of  the  moneys 
^accruing  at  the  end  of  tne  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fi^re,  from  the  duties  laid  by 
the  atft,  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Match, 
one  thousand  efght  hundred  and  four,  entitled 
-^An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  Btates  against  the  Barbary. 
Powers ;"  and,  secondly,  pat  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

NATHL.  MACON, 
Speaker  of  the  Bouse  qfJRepreeentaHvei. 

S.  SMITH, 
Presiclent  of  the  Senate,  pr6  tempcre* 
Approved,  December  11, 1805. 

TIT.  JEFPERtSON. 


An  Act  fupplementaxy  to  the  **  Act  makmg  provi- 
sions for  the  payment  of  olaims  of  citiaEons  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Government  of  France,  the 

gayment  of  which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United' 
itates,  by  virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  Airtieth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
betvfeen  the  United  Statee  and  the  Frendi  Re- 
paWic" 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  three  millions  seven  hundred  and 
ififty  thousand  dollars,  made  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  which  may  remain  unex- 
pended on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  five,  shall  not  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund,  but  shall  remain 
appropriated  to  the  same  purpose  for  which  it 
was  originally  appropriated^  any  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Apptored,  December  31, 1805. 


.An  Act  te  ptotide  for  Ligbt-houMs  hi  Long  Island 
Sound ;  and  te  deokura  Roabnry,  hi  the  Stole  of 
Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery. 

Be  U  enaciadi  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
'TreaMry  slMdi  hif  and  ke  herehf  1%  authorized' 


and  requiried  to  cause  two  ffood  and  sufficient 
light-houses  to  be  erected  in  Lon^  Island  Sound, 
one  to  be.  placed-  on  Watch  Hill  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Westerly,  «nd  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  other  on  Sands's  o^  .Watch  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Northampsted,  on  Long  Island,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  to  appoint  the  keepers 
of  the  said  light-houses,  (under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,)  and  other- 
wise provide  for  such  li^ht-houses,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States :  T^vided,  That  sufficient 
land,  for  the  accommodation  of  such  light-houses, 
can  be  obtained,  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  the 
Liegislatures  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  Tork  shall 
cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same  to  the  United 
States.  And  a  suqi  not  exceeding  six  thousand 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  the  said  light- 
houses, to  be  paidrbbt  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
surVi  not  otherwise  appropnated. 

Sso.13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  ihe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  said  light-houses  so  to  be  constructed 
that  their  lights  on  being  discovered  may,  with 
certainty,  be  distinguished  from  those  of  all  other 
ligbt-houses,  heretofore  erected  in. their  neigh- 
borhood^ 

S)Bc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
town  or  landing  place  of  Roxbury,  m  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charlea- 
town,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations 
and  restrictions  as  other  ports  of  delivery  in  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  Januiiry  2Z,  IB06. 


iMm* 


An  Ael' making  m  addilioiMl  apprapriitioB  to  enpply 
the  deficiency  in  the  apfitopriation  Ibr  the  Naval 
■erfice^  donng  the  year  one  Uumsand  eq|ht  haadred 
and  five. 

JId  it  enaetedf  ^c,  That,  for  supplying  the  de- 
fieieney  in  the  appropriation  for  the  navu  service, 
daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 
five,  the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  fifty  tfaoa- 
sand  dollarsi  to  be  paid  out  of  any  nfoneys  io  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appopriated^  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is  appropriated. 

Approved^  January  28, 1806. 


An  Act  making  ptovision  fbr  defrayhig  kaj  ettnuft* 
dinary  expenses  attending  the  intercouiee  hetweeli 
the  United  Statee  and  ftteign  nsfions. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  a  sum  of  two  mflHoD* 
of  dollars  be.  and'theeame  ie  hereby  approptitted 
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towards  defrayiDg;  unj  extraordinary  expenses 
which  may  be  mcarred  in  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  to  be  vpplied  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  cause  an  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  said  sutn, 
or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
at  a  tate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  And  irshall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  'l*hat  so  much 
as  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyooci  the  permanent 
appropriation  heretofbre  charged  upon  tbetn,  by 
law,  snail  be,  and  hereby  is.  pledgeci  and  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal,  of  all  such  moneys  as 
may  be  borrowed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the 
loan  or  loans  may  be  effected. 

Approved,  February  13, 1$06. 

An  Aet  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  snpport 

of  a  Libmy. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  former  appropriation 
made  to  purchase  books  for  the  use  oi  Congress* 
which  is  hereby  revived  and  continued,  there 
shall  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dolla^  yearly,  for  the  term  of  five  years;  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  joint  committee,  to  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  and  three  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  be  appointed  every  session 
of  Congress,  during  the  continuance  of  this  ap- 
propriation. 

Approved,  February  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  foarfh  secUon  of  an  act, 
entitled  <<An  act  to  ctiihorice  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
Fxeaeh  inhabitants  of  GWIiopalisi  and  for  other 
porposes  therein  mentioned." 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  fourth 
aection  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Qalli- 
opolis ;  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
as  imposes  the  condition  of  an  actual  settlement 
on  the  said  inhabitants,  or  any  of  them,  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
And  in  every  case  where  a  patent  has  issued,  in 
conformity  with  the  said  fourth  section,  to  any  of 
the  inhabitants  aforesaid,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
the  conditions  aforesaid,  inserted  in  any  such  pat- 
ent, shall  be  considered  null  and  void  i  and  the  fee 
.aimple  be  vested  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the 
person  to  whom  such  patent  has  been  issued,  his 
or  her  heirs  or  assigns. 

Approved,  February  21, 1806. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Hie  Governor,  Secrelnj,  and 
Judges  of  the  bOe  Territory  of  die  United  Stsfees  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio. 

Be  it  enactedjjfi^,^  That  the  proper  aecoontiog 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  herel)y  are, 
authorized  and  directed  to  settle,  at  the  rate  of 
compensation  heretofore  established,  the  aecoaats 
of  the  Grovemor,  Secretary,  and  Judges  of  the 
late  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  for  their  services  while  acciDgia 
those  capacities,  respectively,  at  any  time  betwea 
the  twenty-nintn  day  of  November,  one  thonsaod 
ei^ht  hundred  and  two,  and  the  first  Toesday  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 
Approved,  February  21,  180Q. 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  commercial  intcieom»  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  idand 
of  St.  Domingo. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  conamercial  inter- 
course between  any  person  or  persons  resideot 
within  the  United  States,  and  anr  person  or  per- 
sons resident  within  any  part  of  toe  island  of  Su 
Domingo,  .not  in  possession,  and  under  the  ac- 
knowledged Government  of  Krancey  shnli  he,  and 
is.  hereby  prohibited;  and  any  ship  or  vessel, 
owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  port,  by 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United 
States,  and  sailing  from  anv  port  of  the  United 
States,  after  due  notice  of  this  act  at  the  costaa 
houses^  respectively,  which,  contrary  to  the  iateat 
hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  shall  be 
destined  to  proceed,  whether  directly,  or  fromaay 
intermediate  port  orj)lace  within  the  island  of  Sl 
Domingo,  and  not  in  posssessjon,  and  under  the 
acknowledged  Government  of  France ;  and  also 
any  cargo  which  shall  be  found  on  board  oi  soch 
ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  intermpted  ia 
such  unlawful  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from  sock 
voyaffe,  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  competent  jff- 
risdictfon. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  after 
due  notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses, 
no  ship  or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clear- 
ance for  any  port  or  i^lace  within  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  not  m  the  aotual  possession  of 
France;  nor  shall  any  clearance  be  £^ranted  for  a 
foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned,  hired, 
or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  person  or 
persons,  resident  within  the  United  States,  until 
the  owner  or  the  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  his 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  shall  give  bond 
to  the  United  States,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  valae 
of  the  vessel  and  of  her  cargo,  with  condition  that 
the  ship  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be 
required,  is  destined  to  some  port  or  place  without 
the  limits  of  soch  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domin- 
go, as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  possesiiion.  aad 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  France, 
and  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  not  be  vol- 
untarily carried,  or  permitted  to  proceed,  whether 
directly  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to 
any  port  or  place  within  such  {lart  of  the  island 
of  St.  Domingo,  aa  ahall  not  be  in  Iha  actval  poa- 
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aessioD,  aod  uodef  the  acknowledged  QoTcmineiit 
of  FHinee ;  and  in  case  of  being  forced  by  any 
casualty  into  any  port  or  place  hereby  interdicted, 
shall  not,  at  any  such  port  or,  place,  Voluntarily 
sell,  deliver,  or  unlade  any  part  of  such  cargo,  ex- 
cept so  much  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
defray  the  expenses  r^uisite  to  enable  such  ves- 
sel to  proceed  on  her  intended  Toya£[e ;  and  gen- 
erally, that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such 
voyage,  ^hall  i^ot  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or 
commerce,  with  or  for  any  person  re8taett.t  within 
any  part  of  the  isU^nd  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  the 
actual  possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
Government  of  France. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  tbis 
act,  and  vfhich  may  be  recojered,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  day/of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  atid  may  be  miti- 
gated and  remitted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  mitigating  and  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and.  disabilities, 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned  j" 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual 
by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  of  February,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  one  year, 
and  no  longer. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  at  any 
time  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the.  President  of  the  United  "States^  if  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  and  consistent  with  the 
interests  of  th»  tTnited  States^  by  his  order,  to  re- 
mit and  discontinue  the  restraints  and  p|:ohiottions 
on  the  commerce  aforesaid.  .    ^^ 

Approred,  February  28, 1806.' 


An  Act  aUthoKking  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  ladd,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc^  That,.for  the  di^osai  of  a 
certain  tri^ct  or  lot  of  land,  bebnging  to  th^  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the'^town^ of  Cincinnati,  on  the 
Ohio,  being  the  same  on  which  Fort  Washington 
was  erected,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
cause  the  said  tract  tQ  be  surveyed  and  laid  off 
into  town  lots,  streets,  and  avenues,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  of'such  dimensions,'  as  he  may  judge  pro- 
per, conforming  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  original 
plan  of  the  town:  when  the  survey  is  completed, 
a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  thd  surveyor 
general,  pn  which  the  lots  shall  be  denominated 
by  progressive  numbers,  who  shall  therefrom 
cause  two  copies  to  be  made,  one  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other 
to  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Cincinnati:  on 
the  receipt  of  which  plat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  the  said  town  lots  to  be  of- 
fered to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sale,  to  be 
held  at  Cincionati,  under  the  superinteodeoce  of 
.the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in  the 


district  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been  provided  for  the  publie 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States*  . 
Six  weeks  notice  shall  be  giveti  of  the  day  of  sal^  , 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  published  in  the  Statt  ^^ 
of  Ohio, 
Approved,  February  28, 1806. 


Ab  Act  extending  the  powers  of  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana ;  and  lor  other  ^ 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  powers  vested  \ifr 
law  in  the  Surveyor  General  snail  extend  oret-' 
all  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States^  in  th^ 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been^  or  hereafter  shall  be,  extinguished.  It 
shall  be  the  dutj  of  the  said  Survevor  General  to 
appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful  surveyors, 
as  his  deputies,  in  the  said  Territory,  one  of  whom 
he  shall,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  designate  as  his  principal  deputy^ 
foi:  the  same.  Which  said  deputies  shall  severally 
take  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  truly  and  faithfully 
tp  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 
The  said  principal  d^uty  shall  reside  andkee^ 
an  office  in  the  said  Territory,  and  shall,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the -Survevor  Gh^neral,  exe- 
cute, pr  cause  to  be  executed  by  the  other  deputies, 
such  aorvevs  as  may  hereafter  be  authorized  by 
law,  or  as  ne  may  be  directed  to  execute  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  titles  and  claims  to  land  .within  the 
Territory  aforesaid ;  and  shall  generally  perform 
therein,  in  conformity  vifith  the  regulations  and 
instructions  of  the  said  Surveyor  General,  the 
deities  imposed  by  law  on  t)ie  said  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the 
plots  of  aurveys,  and  all  x>ther  papers  and  docu- 
ments pertaining,  or  which  did  pertain  to  the  of- 
fice of  Surveyor  General^  under  the  Spanish  Grov- 
ernment,  within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  afore^ 
said,  or  to  any  other  office  heretofore  established 
or  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  executing,  or  re- 
cording surveys  of  lands  within  the  said  limits, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  principal  deputy  afore- 
said ;  and  no  plot  of  survey  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence,  in  any  court  of  justice,  unless  certified 
by  the  said  principal  deputy,  to  ne  a  true  copy  of 
the  record  in  his  office. 

Sfic.  3.  Andbieit  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting^  the  titles,  and  claims  to  land  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  district  of  Loui- 
siana," as  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  claimant  to 
lands,  within  the  Territory*  of  Louisiana,  to  deliver 
to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  a  plot  of  the  tract,  ot 
tracts,  claimed  by  him,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed,  so  far  as  relates  to  claimants  whose  tracts 
had  not  been  surveyed  by  the  proper  officer,  under 
the  Spanish  Government,  prior  to  the  twentieth 
day  ot  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three.  And  the  commissioners  appointed  for  as- 
certaining the  titles  and  claims  to  lands,  within 
either  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  or  that  of  Or- 
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leans,  are  authorized  to  direct  the  officer  exercis- 
ing the  powers  of  Surveyor  General,  within  the 
same,  to  execute  such  suryejs  as  they  may  think 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  claims 
presented  for  their  decision :  Promdei^  That  the 
expense  of  executing  snch  surveys  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  parties  claiming  the  land,  nnless  the  same 
be  claimed  by  a  legal  r*rehch  or  Spanish  grant, 
made  and  completed  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, ope  thousand  eight  hundred:  And  prooided 
ss^  Q»di  U  ia  hsrdbyjurther  enacted,  That  every 
such  survey,  as  well  as  every  other  sarvoy,  by 
^Rhatever  autl^ority  heretofore  executed^  those  of 
tne  abovemencioned  legal  and  complete  titles  only 
^excepted,  shall  he  held  and  considered  as  pcivaie 
^surveys  only  \  and  all  the  tracts  of  land,  the  titles 
tp  which  mi^Y  be  ultinuUelr  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress, in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the' 
^ct  aJ)ov,ementionea,  shall,  prior  to  the  ^uing  of 
patents,  be  re-surveyed,  if  judged  necessary,  under 
the  authority  of  the  person  exercising  the  powers 
of  Surveyor  General,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
piirties. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
Surveyor  General  shall  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  deputy  surveyors,  chain  carriers,  and  axemen, 
in  thjc  Territory  of  Louisiana:  Provided^  That 
the  whole  expense  of  sujrveyin^  and  marluag  the 
lines,  whether  paid  by  the  United  States,  or  by 
individuals,  shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  mile, 
for  every  mile  that  shall  be  actually  run,  or  sur- 
veyed and  marked.  And  the  principal  deputy^ 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fjrom  mdi- 
viduals  the  followinf^  fees,  that  is  to  say ;  for  ex- 
amining and  recording  the  surveya  executed  by 
any  of  tne  deputies,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents 
for  every  mile  of  the  boundary  line  oi  suft;h  suir- 
Tey,  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  of  a  suf- 
Tey  in  his  qffioe,  twenty-five  cents. 

Approved,  February  28, 1806. 

An  Act  Ibr  dteriiigthe  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court 
in  &e  district  ofjNorth  Carolina ;  and  for  abolishing 
•   tiie  July  term  of  the  Kentucky  Strict  court. 

Be  it  enaciedj  ^c.  That  the  June  term  of  the 
circuit  court  how  holden  for  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June^  shall  com- 
mence and  be 'holden.  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
same  month,  anything  contained  in  any  iformer 
act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And 
that  all  actions^  suits,  process,  pleadings,  aud  other 
proceed  ingri,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  civil 
or  criminal,  commenced  or  to  commence  in  the 
said  court,  and  all  recognizances  returnable  to  the 
said  court  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  shall  be 
continued,  returned  to.  and  have  day  in  the  sesr- 
sion  to  be  holden  by  this  act,  and  the  same  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  thereoa,  a^  heretofore,  and 
ahs^U  have  all  the  efiect^  power,  and  virtue  as  if 
the  alteration  had  never  been  made;  Provided, 
nevertheksa^  That  when  the  twentieth  day  of  June 
shall  happen  on  Sunday,  the  next  sha,ll  be  the  first 
Juridical  day. 

Sec.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thet,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  August  ne^^  so  9i^ch  of 


all  and  every  act  or  acta,  as  direeta  that  a  &inet 
court,  for  the  Kentucky  district,  bImU  be  hdda 
on  the  first  Monday  ia  July,  in  every  year,  shaiJ  be 
apd  the  same  is  heteby  tepealed. 
Appzoved,  Febf oary  28,  I806u 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congreea  to  sa  tot  of 
the  State  of  Fennsyhranxa,  entitled  "An  act  t*  em- 
power the  Board  of  Wardens  for  die  port  ofPbia- 
delphia  to  ooUect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for  the 
paipoaes  theNtm  mentioned." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^  That  the  consent  of  Coa- 
gress  be.  and  it  is  nereby  granted  and  declared  id 
the  operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Peoa- 
sylvan  ia,  passed  on  the  first  day  of  Aprils  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nv^  entitled 
^^An  act  to  emjpower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  ceruia  duty 
ou  tonnage,  for  the  pnrposes  therein  menttoned,^ 
so  far  as  to  enable  tne  State  of  Pennsylvania  to 
collect  a  du  ty  of  four  tents,  per  ton,  on  all  vesseh 
which  shall  clear  out  from  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia for  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  to  be 
expended  in  building  piers  in,  and  otherwise  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  rrver  Ddaware, 
agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  said  act. 

Approved,  February  28, 1806. 


An  Act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in 

JudK<9  and  State  Goiiita. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  re^iectiTe  eooty 
courts  within,  or  next  adjoining,  t&e  teTeaoe  dis- 
tricts hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  beandaielMfe- 
by  authorized  to  take  cpgaixaneeof  all  ooaslaiaii 
and  prosecutions  for.  fiinea,  penalties  nndloifot- 
ures,  arising  under  the  revenue  lairs  of  tlMUniiei 
States,  in  the  districts  of  OhHaafilain,  Sachtf 
Harbor^  Oswego,.  Genesee,  Niagara^  and  Befilf 
Creek,  m  the  State  of  New  York,  aad  in  thedis' 
trict  of  Pres^ue  I^e,  in  the  Stable  of  Peaasylvaaii; 
and  the  district  attorneys  of  New  York  and  Pesa- 
sylvauia,  respectively,  are  hereby  auth<^iztd  and 
directed  to  appoint,  by  warrant,  an  attorney  as 
their  substitute  or  deputy,  respectively,  to  prose 
cute  for  the  United  Stales  ia  eaoh  of  tlie  aaid 
qounty  courts,  who  shall  be  sworn  or  afiroied  is 
the  faithful  execution  of  his  duty,  as  a  prosecutflr 
aforesaid :  Promded^  That  this  aothoiity  ahaM 
not  be  oonstru^  to  extend  juriadiciioa  to  the 
county  couru  aforesaid,  orer  any  cilrii  eaass, 
which  may  arise  in  any  of  those  revenae  distriea, 
for  the  collection  of  duties  payable  to  the  United 
States ;  or  bonds  or  securities  given  for  the  seei^ 
rity  and  payjuent  of  duties  to  the  United  State. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaded.  That  the 
county  courts  aforesaid,  or  the  first  jud^  ofeaok 
of  said  courts,  shall  be,  aod  hereby  are^tortiier  an- 
thorized  to  exercise  all  and  every  power  in  ca0 
of  a  criminal  nature,  cognizable  before  tfaembf 
virtue  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  for  the  p«- 

Sose  of  obtaining  a  mitigation  or  remission  of  aay 
ne,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  which  aiay  be  exec^ 
ciseo  by  the  judges  of  the  district  coOrts,  in  caan 
depending  before  them,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  tfe 
United  States,  passed  oa  the  third  of  Maiiali,  ms 
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tbousasd  st^eb  hundred  9if^d  iMiiety<«eMO,  eoti- 
tied  ^'Aa  actto  pro¥idefor  mitigating  or  renting 
the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  aceniiog 
IB  certain  caaes  liiereift  fttentioaed*''    And  in  the 
exercise  9f  the  autboritf,  by  this  section,  givea  %a 
said  county  courts  or  tQ  the  first  judg^  thereof^ 
they  shall  be  governed  iii  everf  respect  by  the  reg* 
ulations,  restrictions, and  previeioas  of  (he  lair  of 
the  United  States,  passed  on  the  third  of  March,: 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
aforesaid ;  with  thied&fiWtmee  oaly,  tet  tnateadofi 
notifying  the  district  attorneys,  respectively,  said 
county  courts,  or  the  first  judges  tikereof,  as  the 
cose  may  be^  ahali,  before  exerpising  aaid  autbori- 
ties,  cause  reaeonabie  tiojiiee  to  be  given  to  the 
attorney  who  may  have  been  appointed  and  stwanii 
or  affirmed  to  pfoseeate  for  the  United  Stales,  in 
such  court,  that  he  may  have  an  opportiMiiy  o^ 
showing  cause  agatoet  the  mitifpatioa  or  remis- 
sion of  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeitmre. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  it  fwiher  fnacUd^  That  this 
act  shall  remain  in  fbroe  dormg  the. term  of  one 
year,  from  its  passage,  and  from  tbeoee  to  the  eod 
of  the  aezi  aeseion  of  CdBgreas  thereafter,  aod  no 
longer.  .    '.  •  » 

Approved,  March  8, 1806^ 


An  Act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  detivery ;  and  for  erect* 
ing  a  light-house  on  Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's 
Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Be  U  enacttd^  fc.y  That  the  town,  or  landing 
place  of  Jersey,  shan  be  a  par^  of  delivery,  to  be 
annexed  to  the  district  of  Perth  Amboyj  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  regalatioQs  and  restrictions 
a^  other  i^rtaof  delivery  in  the  United  States, 
And  there  shall  he  appointed  a  sucvevov  to  reside 
\t  the  said  port  of  delivery,  who  shall  be  entitled 
Co  receive,  m  addition  to  the  other  emolumenta 
flowed  bylaw,  a  aalaty  of  one  hundred  doUaO} 
tuioually* 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be^  and  be  is 
lereby,  authorized  and  required,  to  cause  a  good 
uid  auf&cient  lightrhouse.  to  be  ereoted  on  Wood 
[sland,  or  Fletcher's  Neck^  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
selecting  either  place,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  deem  most  eligible^}  and  -to 
ippoint  a  keeper,  and  otherwise  provide  for  such 
iglit-house,  at  tl^e  ex|>ense.of  the  United  Statea; 
^rovtdedy  That  sufficient  land  for  the  aceommo- 
lation  of  such  light-house  can  be  obtained  at  a 
easonable  price,  and  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts shall  cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the  saoM 
o  the  United  States.  And  the  sum  of  five  thou* 
and  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  erec* 


Peter,  Joshua  Dawson,  James  Calder,  Qeocge 
ThmniKon,  Richard  Elliott,  Ebivid  Wiiey,  md 
Andrew  Ross,  and  their  an.oeessors,  duly  elected 
or  appointed,  in  maoner  hereinafter  directed,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  aaade,  deelared,  and  constitu- 
ted a  eorporatioD  and  body  politic,  in  law  and  in 
fact,  to^  hate  continuance  foraver.btf  the  name, 
style,  and  titte  of  "  the  TD«ateea  of  the  Pfesby tt- 
rian  Coogregauon,  in  Gkoigeiown.'* 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U  Jwrther  enacted^  ThntaJland 
aingnlar  the  lands,  tenements,  reots^  aaaiiities, 
rignta,  privileges,  goeda,  and'  chnitels,  heretofore 
given,  granted  devieed,  oir  bequeathed  to  the  said 
congregation,  or  to  any  person  or  persona,  for  the 
use  therec^,  or  that  h%ve  been  piu chased  for,  or 
on  aceoant  of  the  same,  he,  and  are  heveby,  vested 
in  and  eonfliaed  to  the  said  etA'pdratioa :  And, 
JurUyar,  That  the  said  cerporaAion  may  purchaae, 
take,  receive,  and  enjoy,  any  lanife,  te^menliB, 
rents,  anaoities,  rights,  or  privilege^j  or  any  goodsi 
chattels,  or  other  effects,  of  what  kind  or  nataie 
soever,  which  shall  or  may  hereaiiter  be  given, 
granted),  9old,  beqaeathed^  or  devised,  utto  them 
by  any  person  or  persona,  bodies  politic,  or  corp^-' 
rale,  capable  of  making  shch  gift^  ^nl,  sale,  or 
begueat;  and  the  aaid  property,  real  or  personal, 
to  rent,  sell,  convey,  and  confirm,  or  otherwise 
dispose  of,  aa  filUy  and  effectually  aa  any  person, 
or  persons,  bodies  politic,  or  corpc^le,  may  or  can 
do:  Promdedf  That  the  clear  annual  income  of 
aU  such  property  may  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars ;  that  no  part  of  the  ground  a»w 
appropriated^  and  enclosed  for  a  grave^yard,  be 
dtaposed  of  for  any  other  purpose ;  and  that  the 
aforesaid  property,  feal  anci  pmonid,  be  consider- 
ed as  held  in  the  trueti  under  the  maoiagement, 
and  at  the  disposal  of  aaid  corfwration,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying,  the  expensca  incident  to  their 
mode  of  religious  worship ;  of  enclosing  and  keep- 
ing in  decent  repair,  their  grave  yards  and  other 
lo«^  wrfh  fbe  building^  thereon  ;  and  of  affording 
such  relief  to  the  poor  as  their  funds  may  from 
time  10  time  allow,  and  ftov  no  other  purpose. 

Si:c.  3;  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
corporation,  bvtl^e  name,  st vie, and  title  aforesaid,, 
be,  and  shall  oe  hereafter  forever,  able  aiid  capa- 
ble in  law,  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend 
and  be  defended,  in  an^  court  or  courts,  or  other 
places,  and  befbre  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or 
luatices,  or  other  person  whatsoever,  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  in  all,  and  all 
manner  of  suits,  actions,  complaints,  pleas,  causes, 
matters,  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  kind  or  na- 
ture they  may  be,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  man- 
ner, as.  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic, 


said  corporation  stiali  have  full  power  and  an- 
'  ihority  to  make,  have,  and  use  a  coiiimon  seal  | 
with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew,  at 
pleasure ;  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  secretary,  and 
such  other  officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
and  proper;  to  assign  them  their  duties,  and  fix 


aoneys  in  tins  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro 
iriated. 
Approved,  March  8, 1806. 


Lik  Act  to  inempaiatB  th&TnwIaes  of  the  Presbj^erian 
Coagragation  of  Gnoigetown. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  Stephen  B.  Baloh,  Wil-* 
mm,  Whaan,  Jamea  Molvtn,  John  Mafit,  Jnhi^ 


their  compensation,  and  to  remove  any,  or  all  &f 
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them  from  office ;  appoint  an  other,  or  others  in 
their  place,  as  ofteo  as  tbef  shall  think  fit ;  to 
make,  ordain,  establish,  and  ezecate,  such  by*lawB 
and  ordinances,  of  a  secular  nature,  as  may  be 
deemed  useful  ibr  their  own  government,  and  the 
same  to  alter,  amend^  or  abrogate,  at  pleasure ;  to 
fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happoi  in  their  num- 
ber, between  two  annual  elections;  and  to  deter- 
mine upon,  do.  and  transactall  bosiness,  and  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  the  said  Corporation,  and  to 
the  secular  affairs  of  said  congregation,  agreeable 
to  the  rules,  ordinances  apd  by-laws  thereof,  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  office :  Provided^  That 
not  less  than  five  trustees  be  a  quorum  to  do  bu- 
siness I  that  no  by-law.  rule,  or  ordinance,  shall 
be  made,  repugnant  to  tne  laws  of  this  District. 

6ec.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacM,  That  there 
shall  be  an  annual  meetinj?  of  the  members  be- 
longing to  said  congregation,  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  in  every  year  hereafter,  at  the 
church  or  usual  place  of  puUic  worship:at  which 
time  and  place  the  said  members,  or  such  of  them 
as  may  be  present,  shall  elect  and  choose,  by.  bal- 
lot, from  their  own  number,  nine  trustees,  to  serve 
for  the  year  ensuing  their  election-,  and  until  others 
•hall  be  elected  or  aj^inted  lo  serve  in  their 
place. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  miacted,  That  the 
trustees  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  b0  kept,  in  suitable 
books  for  the  purpose,  just  and  proper  efi tries  of 
nil  the  proceedings  and  accounts  of  said  congre* 
gation  and  corporation,  and  have  them  laid  be- 
fore the  members  at  every  annual  meeting,  previ- 
ous to  taking  the  votes,  and  shall  always  deliver 
the  said  books,  together  with  all  the  property  of 
said  congregation  and  corporation,  in  good  order, 
to  their  successors  in  office,  whenever  required. 

Approved  March  28, 1806. 


An  Act  dadmring  the  consent  of  Congvsss  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolins,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  au- 
Aorizing  the  City  Council  Of  Charleston  to  impose 
and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from 
foreign  ports. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  it  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
the  operation  of  an  act  of  the  Gteneral  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled' 
*^An  act  to  authorize  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, with  the  consent  of  Congress,  to  impose  and 
levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels, 
for  the  purposes  therein  -mentioned,"  so  far  as  the 
same  extends  to  authorizing  .the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  not  exceed- 
ing six  cents  per  ton,  on  all  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  arrive  and  be  en- 
tered in  the  port  of  Charleston  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place  whatever. 

Seo.  2.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
collector  of  Charleston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
collect  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  pay 


the  same  to  such  persons  as  aim  11  be  aathonxd 
to  receive  the  same  by  the  City  Coancil  rf 
Charleston. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjkrther  tnretei^  That  thii 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  threo  ye«rs,  and  froa 
thenee  to  the  end  of  the  next  sessioD  of  Cengiess 
thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  28, 1806. 


An  Act  to  regnlate  the  laying  out  and  makiBg  %md 

from  Cumberlandy  in  the  State  of  Maiylaad,  la^ 

State  of  Ohio. 

'  Be  it  enacted^  ^c^  That  the  Prestdent  of  tk 
United  States  b^  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  ts 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  aad  cooaent  (tf 
the  Senate,  three  discreet  and  disinteKsted  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  to  lay  oat  a  read  from 
Cumberland,  or  a  point  on  the  nor<1iefn  bank  of 
the  river  Potomac,  in  the  Slate  of  Bftarylaad, be- 
tween Cumberland  and  the  place  where  the  mala 
road  leading  from  Gwinn's  to  Winchestef,  io  Vi^ 
ginia,  crosses  the  river,  to  the  Sute  of  Ohio; 
whose  duty  it  shall  he,  as  aoon  as  may  be,  after 
their  appointment,  to  repair  to  Cumberland,  afore- 
said, and  view  the  ground,  from  the  points  oa 
the  river  Potomac,  hereinbeiore  designated,  to  tke 
river  Ohio;  and  to  lay  out  in  such  direetioo  ss 
they  shall  judge,  under  all  circumstances,  tbe 
most  proper,  a  road  from  thence  to  the  rirer 
Ohio,  to  strike  the  same  at  the  most  conrenieat 
place,  between  a  point  on  its  eastern  bank,  oppo- 
site  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Steubeariik. 
in  said  State  of  Ohio, and. the  month  of  Gfrarc 
creek,  which  em|>ties  into  the  said  river  a  Utile 
below  WhediDg,  in  Virginia. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jkirthtr  enacted^^  That  tke 
aforesaid  road  shall  be  laid  out  foar  rods  in  widtk 
and  designated  on  each  side  by  a  plain  and  dtscin- 
guishable  nurk  on  a  tree,  or  hy  the  erectioo  of  i 
stake  or  monument,  sufficiently  conspicooos,  ii 
every  garter  of  a  mile  of  the  distance,  at  least, 
where  the  road  pursues  a  straight  coarse  so  &r  or 
farther,  and  on  each  side,  at  every  point  where  ia 
angle  occurs  in  its  course. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enactid^  That  the 
commissioners  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  aftff 
they  had  laid  out  said  road,  as  aforesaid,  preseat 
to  the  President  an  accurate  plan  of  the  same, 
with  its  several  courses  and  distances,  accompt- 
nied  by  a  written  report  of  their  proceedings,  de 
scribing  the  marks  and  monuments  by  which  the 
road  is  designated,  and  the  face  of  the  couoin^ 
over  which  it  passes,  and  pointing  out  the  parties- 
lar  parts,  which  they  shall  judge  require  tbemo< 
and  immediate  attention  and  amelioration ;  sad 
the  probable  expense  of  making  the  same  pass- 
able in  the  most  difficult  parts,  and  through  tiie 
whole  distance :  designating  the  State  or  Sttta 
through  which  said  road  Ium  been  laid  out,aA^ 
the  length  of  the  several  parts  which  are  laiiost 
on  new  ground,  as  well  as  the  length  of  litose 
parts  laid  out  on  the  road  now  traTelled.  Wtiitk 
report  the- President  is  hereby  aothorized  to  ac- 
cept or  reject,  in  the  whole,  pr  in  part.  If  be  a^ 
ceptSy  he  is  hereby  forthec  aathormd  and  reqae^ 
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Bd  to  pureae  such  measures,  as  in  his  optoion 
shall  be  proper,  to  obtain  consent  for  making  the 
road  of  the  State  or  Stat^,  through  which  the 
same  has  been  laid  out.  '  Which  consent  being 
3btainf  d,  he  is  further  aothori2ed  to  take  prompt 
ind  effectaal  measures  to  cause  said  rbad  tone 
nade  through  the  whole  distance,  or  in  any  part 
)r  parts  of  the  same  as  he  shall  judge  moit  con- 
Sucive  to  the  pulSlic  good,  havmg  reference  to 
:he  sum  appropriated  mr  the  purpose. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  all 
)arts  of  the  road  which  the  President  shaM  direct 
;o  be  made,  in  case  the  trees  are  standing,  shall 
)e  cleared  the  whole  width  of  four  rods ;  and  the' 
road  shall  be  raised  in  the  middle  of  the  carria^ 
Bray  with  stone,  earth,  or  mrel  and  sand,  or  a 
;ombioation  of  some  or  all  of  them,  leartng  or 
naking,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  ditch  or  water  course 
)o  each  side,  and  contiguous  to  said  carriage-way; 
md  in  no  instance  shall  there  be  an  elevation  in 
;aid  road,  when  finished,  greater  than  an  angle  of 
ire  de^reees  with  the  horixoa.  Bdt^the  manner 
)f  making  said  road,  in  erery  other  particular,  is 
eft  to  the  direction  of  the  President. 

Sec.  5.  AM  be  U  further  enacted^  That  said 
iommissioaers  shall  each  reeeire  ftrar  dollars  per 
lay,  while  employed  as  aforesaid,  in  Aill  for  their 
!ompeDsation,  includiug  all  expenses.  And  they 
lie  oereby  authorized  to  employ  one  surreyor, 
wo  chainmen,  and  one  marker,  for  whose  faith- 
fulness and  aecuratr  they,  th«  said  coaimi8don«> 
irs,  shall  be  responetble,  to  attend  them  in  laying 
)ut  said  road,  who  shall  receive  in  full  satisfac- 
ion  for  their  wages^  including  all  expenses,  the 
toiveyor  three  dollars  per  da v,  and  each  chain- 
nan  and  the  matker,  one  dollar  per  day,  while 
.hey  shall  be  employed  in  said  business ;  of  which 
act,  a  certificate  signed  by  said  commissioners 
ihali  be  deemed  sufficient  evidence. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fwrthtr  enacted,  That  the 
mm  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
s  hereby,  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
ay  IDC  out  and  making  said 'road.  And  the  Presi- 
lent  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw,  from  time  to 
ime,  on  the  ^reasnrv,  for  such  parts,  or-  at  anv 
>ne  time,  for  the  whole  of  such  sum,  as  he  shall 
adge  the  servioe  requires.  Which  sum  of  thirty 
housand  dollar^  shall  be' paid  first,  out  of  the  fund. 
>f  two  per  cent,  reserved  for  laying  out  aqd  inak* 
ng  roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the 
ieventh  section  of  an  act  passed  on  the  thirteenth 
lay  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
wo,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the- 
Histern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
iver  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  ^ov- 
^rnment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  purposes."  Three  per  cent. 
>f  the  appropriation  contained  in  said  seventh 
lection,  being  directed  hy  a  subsequent  law,  to  the 
laying  out,  opening,  and  making  roads  within  the 
said  State  of  Ohio.  And  secondly^  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, chargeable  upon,  and  reimbursable  at,  the 
Treasury  by  s«id  fand  of  two  per  cent.,  as  the 
same  shall  accrue. 


Sec.  7.  And  be  it  finiher  enaeted;  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  as  con  venieilee 
will  permit,  after  the  commencement  of  each  ses- 
sion, a  statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this 
aet,  that  Congress  nkay  be  enabled  to  adopt  such 
further  measures*  as  may,  iVou  time  to  time,  be 
proper,  under  existing  circumstances. 

Appiovvd',  March  29, 1806. 

An  Act  for  establfthing  rales  and  articles  for  the  gov 
erome^tof  the  Armies  of  the  United  Btstes. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passibg  this  act,  the  following  shall  be  the  rules 
and  articles  by  which  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  governed : 

Article  1.  Bvery  officer  now  in  the  armv  of  the 
United  States  shall,  in  six  months  from  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act;  and  every  officer  who  shall  here- 
after be  appointed,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  nis  ofl^e,  subscribe  these^rules  and  reg- 
ulations. 

Art,  2.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  diligently  to  attend  divine  ser- 
Tice ;  and  all  officers  who  shall  behave  indecently 
or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  worship, 
shall,  if  commissioned  officers,  be  brought  before 
a  general  court  martial/there  to  be  publicly  and 
severely  reprimanded  oy  the  president ;  if  non- 
commissioned officers  or  soldiers,  every  person  so 
tufieoding  shall,  for  his  first  ofience,  forfeit  one- 
sixth  of  a  dollar,  to  he  deducted  out  of  his  next 
pay;  for  the  second  ofience,  he  shall  not  onlyfor- 
fbit  a  like  sum.  but  be  confined  twenty-four  hours ; 
and,  for  every  like  ofience,  shall  suffer  and  pay  in 
like  manner;  which  money,  so  forfeited,  shall  be 
applfed  by  the  captain  or  senior  officer  of  the  troop 
or  company,  to  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the 
company  or  troop  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  3.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  use  any  profane  oath  or  execration, 
shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  forgo- 
ing article ;  ana  a  commissioned  officer  shall  fer- 
feit  and  pay  for  each  and  every  such  ofience  one 
dollar,  to  be  applied  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

Art.  4.  Every  chaplain,  commissioned  in  the 
army  or  armies  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
absent  himself  from  the  duties  assigned  him,  (ex- 
cepting in  cases  of  sickness  or  leave  of  absence,) 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  a  court  martial, 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month's. pay,  besides 
the  loss  of  his  pay  during  his  absence;  or  be  dis- 
charged, as  the  said  court  martial  shall  judge 
proper. 

Art.  5.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  use 
contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words  against  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  against  the  Vice 
President  thereof,  against  the  Cfongress  of  the 
United  States^  or  against  the  Chief  Magistrate  or 
Legislature  orany  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
he  may  be  quartered,  If  a  commissioned  officerj 
shall  be  cashiered,  or  otherwise  punished,  as  a 
court  martfal  shall  direct ;  if  a  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier,  he  shall  suffer  such  puoishment 
as  shall  be  infiicted  on  him  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court  martial. 
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ArL  (k  Any  officei^  or  aoldier  wkO'^atl  bdktve 
himself  with  costempt  or  dwrespect  towar^ls  bb 
eommandiiig  oiwer,  shall  be  poaisbed  aooordiog 
10  the  oatvre  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a 
oonrt  SMfftiak 

Agri.  7.  Any  offieer  or  soldier  who'sball  begin, 
axcite^  eanse,  or  join  in  aov  mniiay  or  sedition  in 
anv  troop  or  company  in  the  serTice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  any  narfty^.poBi,  detaehmenty  or 
guard,  shall  suffer  deaWf  or  such  other  punishment 
%8  by  a  court  martial  shall  be  inflicted. 

ArU  &  Any  offieev,  non-qommissioned  oflb^er  or 
soldier,  who,  beiog  present  at  aoy  mutiny  or  sedi- 
tion, does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavor  to  suppress 
the  same,  or,  coming  to  the  knowledge-  of  any 
intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without  delay,  give 
information  thereof  to  his  commanding  o&er, 
shall  be  punished  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  mar^ 
tial  with  death,  or  otherwise,  according  to  thenar 
ture  of  his  offence. 

Art,  9.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike 
his  superior  officer,  or  draw  or  lift  up  any  weapon 
OE  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever, or  shall  disobey  any  lawful  command  of  his 
superior  officer,  shsll  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
nunishment  as  shall,  according'  to  the  nature  of 
ois  offence,  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  10<  Every  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  enlist  himself  la  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  so  enlisting, 
or  within  six  days  afterwards,  have  the  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  axnues  of  the  United 
States,  read  to  him,  and  shall,  by  the  officer  who 
enlisted  him,  or  by  the  commanding  officer. of  the 
troop  or  company  into  which  he  was  enlisted,  be 
taken  before  the  next  justice  of  the  peace,  or  chief 
magistrate  of  any  qity  or  town  corporate,  not  be- 
iog an  officer  of  the  army,  or  where  leconrse  can- 
not be  had  to  the  civil  magistrate,  before  the  jud« 
advocate,  and,  in  his  presence,  shall  mka  theioi* 
lowing  oath,  or  affirmation : 

'*  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  ot  affirm,  (as  the 
case  msiy  be,)  that  I  wUl  bear  true  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  tlut  I  will 
serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  affaiostall  their 
enemies  or  opposers  whatsoever,  and  observe  and 
obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  orders  of  the  officers  appointed 
over  me,  according  to  the  rules  and  articles  (or 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States:'*  Which  justice,  magistrate,  or  judge 
advocate,  is  to  give  the  officer  a  certificate,  signi* 
lying  that  the  man  enlisted  did  take  the  said  oath 
or  affirmation. 

Art,  11.  After  a  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  have  been  duly  enlisted  and  sworn, 
he  shall  not  be  dismissed  the  service  without  a 
discharge  in  writing ;  and  no  discharge  granted 
to  him,  shall  be  sufficient,  which  is  not. sinned  by 
a  field  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  Belongs. 
or  commanding  officer  where  no  field  oflSuser  ot 
the  regiment  is  present ;  and  no  disoharge  shall 
be  ffiven  to  a  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  i 
before  his  term  of  service  has  expired,,  but  by  Order  I 


of  the'Preeident,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  tot 
mantling  officer  of  a  department,  or  ik  »nm 
of  a  gegmal  court  martial ;  nor  shtD  a  eomot 
sioned  officer  be  discharged  the  acrrite,  boi  i 
order  of  thft  President  of  the  United  Smci,  or  b 
sentence  ef  a  general  court  aaartiaL 
-  ArL  12,  Bvery  colonel,  or  other  oito.  eon 
■Mading  a  regiment,  troops  or  coBipai)[,iaiii 
tnaliy  quartered  with  it,  mnf  give  foibo^  i 
noa- commissioned  officers  or  soldienk  it  w 
nnmbein,  and  for  solongn  time  as  he  skll  ja^ 
to  be  most  oonabtent  with  the  good  of  tlit  k 
vice ;  and  a  captain,  or  other  inferior  ofi£er,(ei 
mandinn  a  troop  or  compmy,  or  in  any  lansi 
fort^  or  barrack  of  the  United  Stales,  (hii  ie 
officer  being  absent,)' may  ^e  farioagluttM 
ooiimissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  for  a  ue  k 
oieeeding  twenty  days  In  six  moatbs,kiiB£ti 
more  than  two  persona  to  be  absent  al^  as 
time|  exeept  some  extraordinary  oecaaoa  ^ 
rei|Uire  it. 

Art.  13.  At  every  muster,  the  eoDUDaifa|4 
oer  of  each  regiment,  troop,  or  compnT^ 
present,  shall  give  to  the  commissary  of  aeei 
or  other  ofltoer  who  mnslem  the  asid  np» 
troo|i,  or  oomi»any,  certifleaiea  signed  by  M 
stgaify ing  how  long  such  officers,  as  akall  t^'tf 
pear  at  rbe  said  muster,  havie  been  absaia'fe 
reason  of  their  absehee.  In  Rke  maBner.tbe*'* 
manding  officer  of  every  troop  or  coapur.di 
give  oertifieales,  signifying  the  reasoosofK*^ 
sence  of  the  nontcommiseioned  offieent^K^ 
valiB  soldiers,  which  reasons,  and  tiaieofii)^! 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  mast»  rolli,  off"^'^ 
nameof  the  lespeoiiveabo^t  officers siivi^ 
The  certificates  shall,  together  with  the  m 
rolls,  be  remitted  by  the  oommissary  of  a*^ 
or  other  officer  mustering^  to  the  Depim^J 
War^  as  speedily  as  the  distiinee  of  the  i^" 
admttb 

Astt%  14.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  eei^ 
before  a  general  court  martial,  of  having  ^ 
false  certifloate,  ralaiiag  to  the  absence  e(^ 
officer  or  private  soldier,  or  relative  id  bis^" 
pay,  shall  be  cashiered.  I 

ArL  15«   Every  officer  who  shall  kuci 
make  a  false  muster  of  man  -or  hone,  tf^i 
officer  or  c'oeamissary  of  nrasters,  who 
lingly  sign,  direct,  or  allow  the  aignisgofi 
rods,  wherein  socu  false  muster  is  conuir'' 
upon  proof  made  thereof  by  two  wil 
a  general  court  martial,  4)e  cashiered,  anl  i 
therebv  utterly  disabled  to  have  or  bddai 
or  emplovaxent  in  the  service  of  the  Uoiiedl 

Art.  16.  Any  commissary  of  musters, 
officeri  who  shall  be  convicted  of  ksriB 
money,  or  other  thing,  by  way  of  gratif 
mustering  any  re^imen^  troops  or  compai 
signing  muster,  rmls^  shadl  be  displaced  ' 
office,  and  ahall  be  thereby  utterly  di 
have,  or  hold  any  office  or  employ  meat  iai 
vice  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  17.  Any  officer  who  shall  presamtl 
ter  a  person  as  a  solditt,  who  is  not  af 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  maiiti 
muster,  and  shall  suffer  accordingly. 
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Art,.  18.  Sfery  oficcr  who  Utati  knowiagiy 
lake  a  faJse  return  to  the  OepaitiiMnt  of  War,  or 
I  any  of  hit  sapeitor  officen,  «uthori0gd  to  call 
Mr  such  retornt,  of  tho  slato  of  the  te^vm^t^ 
rooa  or  compaay,  or  garriioB,  under  hn  cvm* 
lapd;  or  of  the  arma,  aflMBOiiition,  elothSiig,  or 
ther  stores  thereiurte  heloDgio^,  shall,  oft  cod  Vic* 
on  thereof  b^»  a  eourt  martial^  be  caahierod. 

Art,  19.  The  commanding  officer  of  amy  regi^ 
lent,  treop,  or  iDdepesHleiit  cempaay,  or  gairiioD 
r  the  United  States,  ahail,  in  dw  bcgnmiag.af 
rery  month,  remit,  through  ihe  profier  chaosela, 
\  the  Departmeai  of  War,  aa  exact  feturn  of  the 
gimeftt,  troo]^,  indepead«Dt  company,  or  ga«ri- 
m,  under  his  command,  tpecifjring  the  mmes  of 
le  officers  then  ttbaent  fiocn  their  ]»oats,  wich^  the 
iasoBs  for,  and  the  time  of  theit  ahance*  And 
ay  officer  who  shall  hecoiiyieted  of  h»Til»f, 
iroogh  neglect  or  design,  omitted  aenditig.  euch 
(turn9,  shall  he  punished  according  lo  the  natore 
r  his  criBoe  hy  the  judgment  of  a  general  eonrt 
lartia]* 

Art.  20.  All  officers  aad  soldsera,  who  have 
seeired  pay,  or  have  been  dnir  enlisted  in  s^-^ 
ice  of  the  unttod  States,  atad  shall  be  coavicled 
r  having  deserted  the  same^  shall  suffer  death, 
r  such  other  punishipent  as  by  sentence  of  a 
rart  martial  shall  be  inflieted.  ' 

Art,  2L  Any  nMHsomauasiooed  oflicer  or 
ildier,  who  ^shall,  without  leave  from  his  comr 
landing  officer,  absent  himself  fwtk  his  troop, 
irapanv,  or  detachment,  shali,  upon  .beinff  eoa« 
icted  thereof,  be  punished  aoooidiiig!  td  me«a- 
ure  of  his  ofienoe^at  the  discretioaof  a  oean 
lartial. 

Art.  22.  No  non-cemmisstoned  officer  er  sol^ 
ier  shall  enlist  himself  ia  any  other  ^reginwot, 
oop,  or  company,  without  af  regular  discharge, 
om  the  regiment!  tioofi,  or  company,  in  which 
e  last  seryed,  on  the  penalty  of  beins  refrnfed^a 
aserter,  and  suffisring  aeeordiagly.  And.  in  case 
ny  officer  shall  knowingly  leoeaveaDd  entertam 
leh  non«commissioaed  cffioM^^or  soldier,  or  shall 
Dt,  after  his  being  discovered  to  be  a  deeertef)  im- 
lediately  confine  him  aad^giTe  notice  thereof  to 
le  corns  in  which  he  last  served,  the  said  ofi»* 
3r  shall,  by  a  court  martial,  be  casfateied. 

Art.  23b  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be 
^nvicted  of  having  advised  6r  ixersMded  any 
ther  officer  or  soldier  to  desert  the  service  of  the 
fnited  States^  shall  aafier  death,  or  sneh  other 
noishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  upmi  him  hy  the 
mtenee  of  a  court  martiaL 

Art,  24.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  aoy  fc»* 
roachful  or  provoking  speeches  or  gestunh  to 
Bother,  upon  pniii)  if  tm  officer,  of  beinj^  put  in 
nrest ;  if  a  Soulier^  confined,  and  of  askmg  pai&» 
ftn  of  the  party  offended,  in  the  presenccNof  his 
tmmandinff  officer* 

Art.  25.  No.  officer  or  soldier  shall  send  a  chaK 
Age  to  another  offiycer  or  soldier,  to  fight  a  duel, 
r  accept  a  challenge,  if  sent,  upon  pain,  if  a  com^ 
lissioned  -ofltoer,  of  being  cashiered;  if  a  a<M;i- 
ommissioncd  officer  or  soldier,  of  suiering  cor* 
oreal  punishment,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court 
UtttiaL 


Art  2|K»  If  jitiy  eommiHioned  dr  noo^oommtt*' 
siened  officer,  eommandiBg  agoard,  shall  know>« 
ingly  cdr  wiUioffly  sufier  any  person  whatseeirdr 
to  go  forth  to  fight  a  d«el,  he  shall » be  punished 
as  a  chaUengerj  and  all  seconds,  ptomelers  and- 
cafriers  of  challenges,  in  order  to  duels,  shall  be 
decayed  ptincipals,  and  be>pimitbed  aecording^yi. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  e(f  every  officer  coos*^ 
mandisg  m  army^  leginBait,  eem|Mtty«  post^  or  de- 
tachment, who  IS  knowing  to  a  challenge  beings 


g^en,  or  aceapted^  by  any  officer,  nonnsommis- 
Mued  officer,  or  aiE>ldier,  under  hb  ebmmaod^  or 
haa  reason  to  believe  the  sanae  lia  ht  the  cue,  no* 
mediately  to  turoest  and  bring  te  tiiai  such  offend** 


Art.  27.  All  oficers,.of  what  ooaditioBi  soever^ 
have  power  te  pait  and  ^oell  all  quairds,  fraysy 
and^isovders,  though  the  persoasooiloenied  should 
b^oaj;  to  aseiher  rMriUBentj  troops  or  company; 
apd  either  to  order  oflmrs  into  arrett,or  non-eosar 
miaaioned  offiecars  or  soldicra  into  ooafiheBaenl^ 
uflftil  their  proper  superior  officers  shall  be  ac«< 
qnainted'  tMoswith ;  and  whosoever  shall  refuse 
to  obev  anch  officer,  (though  of  an  iaforior  rank,) 
or  shall  draw  his  sword  rxfoik  him,  shall  be  pun- 
ished at  thtf  discretion  of  a  general  oourt  martkd.^ 

Art.  28.  Any  offi^r  or  soldier  who,  shall  up* 
braid  another  for  refusiag  a  ehaflenge,  shall  htoH 
self  <he  punished  as  a  ehallcager,  aad  aM  officei* 
and  soidien  are  hereby  diBcharged  from  any  dia- 
grB<^e  or  opiniei^  of  oisadvaatage,  which  night 
arise  from  their  havia*  refoaed  to  accept  of  chai*^ 
lengfcs,  as  they  will  only  have  acted  in  obedience 
to  the  law9i,  and  done  their  duty  as  good  soldiers, 
who  aubjeet  themsdveatQ.disdplfBek 
rAH,  29l  No  suttler  shall  be  permitted  «a  sell  aaf 
kind  of  liquors  or  victuals,  or  te  keep  their  houses 
or  shop  open  for  the  entertainment  ef  seldieva^ 
after  nine  at  night,  or  before  the  beaiiait  ^  ^1>* 
reveilles,  or  upon  fifnadays.  during  divine  service 
<3fr  eermen,  on  the  penalty  of  being  diamisaed  froua- 
all  future  suttiinff. 

AtL  30.  All.mcers  eomtoandtna  la  the  fieldy 
fortsu  bamcksy  t»r  garrisons  of  the  United  States^ 
are  nereby  requiDra  to  see  that  the  persons  per* 
ehitted  to  sutue,  shall  supply  the  soldiers  with 
good  and  wholesome  provisions,  or  other  articles} 
at  a  reasonable  priee,  as  tney  shall  he  ansiverable 
for  their  negleet. 

Art.  31.  No  office  commanding  in  aay  of  the 
garrisons,  forts^  or  barranka  of  the  united  States^ 
shall  exact  e^od>itaat  prices  for  hooaes  or  stalls 
ktt  oat  to  suttlera^  or  coonive  at  the  like  exaelioaa 
inotheraf  nor  by  hie  owa  authority^  and.  for  hia 
private  advantage^  lav  toy  duty  or  ^npoeitioiB 
upon,  or  beintereated  in,  the  aale  of  Any  victuai8| 
liquors,  or  other  aeceaaariea  of  life,  brought  into 
the  garrison,  fort,  or  barraekB,  for  the  use  of  the 
seliurs,  OB  the  penalty  of  being  discharged  from! 
the  service. 

Art.  32»  Every  officer  commanding  in  quartersi 
garrisons,  or  on  the  inarch,  shall  keep  goojd  order, 
and,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  redress  all  abosea 
or  disorders,  which  may  be  committed  by  any 
officer  or  soldier  under  his  command;  if  upon 
eamplaantmade  to  him  of  officera  «r  aoldierabeaft* 
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iag.  or  otherwiM  ill  .treatiof  ,  any  penoD^  of  dU- 
tarDiDg  fairs  or  maiiLets,  or  of  committing  any 
kinds  of  riots,  to  tlie  disquieting  of  the  citiaeas  of 
the  United  States,  he,  the.  said  commander,  who 
shall  refuse  or  omit  to  see  justice  done  to  tae  of- 
fenders^ and  repara;tion  made  to  the  Jg>ity  or  par- 
ties injured,  as  fiur  as  part  of  the  offender's  pay 
shall  enable  him  or  them,  shall,  upon  proof  there- 
of, be  cashiered  or  otherwise  punisoed  as.a  general 
court  mrartial  shall  direct. 

Art*  33.  When  any  commissioned  officer  or 
aoldier  shall  be  accum  of  a  capital  crime,  or  of 
httfing  used  Tiolence,  or  committed  an^r  offence 
against  the  persons  or  property  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  such  as  is  punishable  by  the 
known  laws  of  the  laadj  the  cooAmanding  officer, 
and  officers  of  erery  regiment,  troops  or  company, 
to  which  the  person,  or  persons,  so  accused,  shsill 
MoUg,  are  hereby  required,  upon  application  dufv 
made,  or  in  behalf  of  the  party  or  parties  injured, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeaTors  to  deliver  over  such 
accused  person,  or  persons,  to  the  civil  magistrate,. 
«ad  likewiee  lo  he  aiding  and  assisting  to-thoof* 
fieera  of  justice  in  appramnding  and  securing  the 
Derson  or  persons  so  accused,  in  order  to  bring 
Aim  or  them  to  irf  al.  If  any  commanding  ^officer, 
or  officers,  shall  wilfully  neglect,  or  shall  refuse, 
Qpon  the  application  aforesaid,  to  delrver  over 
aueh  accused  person,  or  persons,  to  .thecivil  magis- 
trates, or  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  offi* 
eers  of  justice  in  apprehending  such  person,  or 
persons,  the  officer,  or  officers,  so  offending,  shall 
be  cashiered. 

Aii.  34.  If  auT  officer  shall  think  himself 
wronged  by  his  colonel,  or  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due  applica- 
tion being  made  to  him.  be  refused  redress,  he  may 
complain  to  the  general  commaading  in  the  State 
or  Territory  where  such  regiment  shall  be  station- 
ad^  in  order  to  obtain  justice  i  who  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  examine  into  the  said  complaint,  and 
take  proper  measiires  for  redressing  the  wrong 
complained  of,  and  tnuwmit  as  soon  as  possibje,  to 
the  Department  of  War,«  trnestate  of  such  com- 
plaint, with  the  proceedings  had  thereon. 

Art*  35.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier  shaU 
think  himself  wronged  br  his  captain,  or  other 
officer,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  regiment,  who  is  hereby  required 
to  summon  a  regimental  court-  martial,  for  the 
doing  justice  to  the  complainant;  from  which  re- 
gimental ooart  martial,  either  party  may,  if  he 
thinks  himself  still  anrieved,  appeal  to  a  geneml 
court  martial.  But  uj^upon  a  second  hearing,  the 
^peal  shall  appear  vexatious  and  groundless,  the 
person,  so  appealing,  shall  be  punished  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  said  eoiirt  martiaL 

Art.  36.  Any  commissidned  officer,  store- 
keeper, or  commissary,  who  shall  be  convicted  at 
a  general  court  martial,  of  having  sold,  without  a 
proper  order  for  that  purpose,  embezaled,  mi^p- 
plied,  or  wilfully,  or  through  neglect,  suffered  any 
of  the  provisions,  forage,  arms,  clotmng,  ammu- 
nition, or  other  military  stores,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  spoiled,  or  damaged,  shall, at 
his  owA  expense,  make  good  the  loss,  or  damagi^ 


a^  shall  moreover,  forfeit  all  hia  pay,  and  br£»- 
missed  from  theeeirviee. 

ArL  37.  Anv  aoo-eomaaiaaioBei  cffieer  « 
soldier  who  shall  be  convieteci,  ac  a  iigiracniil 
court  martia^  of  having  sold,  or  dBB|MdJy,  or 
throeigh  neglect,  wasted,  the  ■nunnwnss  deUr- 
ered  out  to  him,  to  be  employed  in  the  wemot  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  poniahed  at  the  &ero- 
tion  of  such  court. 

Art*  3&  Bverv  non-eomaaiaaioiied  ofictt  or 
soldier  who  shali  be  eoavieted,  before  a  eovt 
martial,,  of  having  sold,  lose,  or  apoiled,  thnafk 
neglect,  his  horse,  aiins,  clothea,  oreaeoutremesti. 
shall  undergo  such  weeUy  stoppages  (not  exeeei- 
ing  the  half  of  his  pay)  as  suck  eoortaartiaisksll 
judge  sufficient,  for  repairxng'  tlie  losi  or  damage ; 
and  shall  sufier  conftnemeat  or  aoch  other  corpo- 
real punishment  as  his  crime  sliall  dmerve. 

Art.  30.  fivery  officer  who  akall  he  eoavict- 
edy  before  a  court  martial,  of  haring  embesM,«r 
nusapplied  any  money,  with  wkicE  he  maj  hin 
been  entrusted  for  the  payment  of  the  mes  endei 
his  command^  or  for  eoltstioy  tteniatothesn- 
vice,  or  for  other  purposes,  if  a  eonamisBioaed  oft- 
cer,  shall  be  cashiered,  and  compelled  to  refis^ 
the  money}  if  a  noa-commisioned  offieer,  skaJi 
be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  be  pat  under  stoppsga 
until  the  money  be  miude  good,  and  safo  ssd 
corporeal  punishment  as  saclt  coart  martial  shd 
direct. 

Art.  40.  EiVery  captain  of  a  troop  or  coops- 
ny  is  charged  witli  toe  arms,  aeeotttreawati,  am- 
munition, Qlothing,  or  other  warlike  sorm  be* 
longing  to  the' troops  or  company  tmdcr  Hi  con- 
mand,  which  he  in  to  be  accountable  Ibi  to  his 
colonel,  ia  case  of  their  being  lost,  spoilei  or 
damaged,  not  by  unavoidable  accidents^  oron  acoii 
service. 

Afi.  4L  .  All  non-commissioned  officen  ui 
soldiers,  who  ehall  be  found  one  mile  froa  tk 
camp,  without  leava  in  writing,  from  their  eo» 
manding  officer,  shall  suffiBr  aneh  pnnishmat  a 
shall  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  senteaee  of  a 
court  martial. 

ArL  42b  No  officer  or  soldier  abali  beoatcf 
hu  quarters,  ^rrison,  or  camp,  without  kafe 
from  hit  auperior  officer,  upon  penalty  of  beiif 

gunished  according  to  the  natare  of  his  offesci^ 
y  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 
ArL  43.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  aai 
aoldier  shall  retire  to  his  quarters  er  tent,  at  ^ 
beating  of  the  retreat ;  in  deAinlt  of  vriuch  k 
shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  ki 
oifooce. 

ArL  44.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  ofr 
cer,  or  soldier.  shaU  fail  in  repairing,  at  the  tiae 
fixed,  to  the  placpof  parade,  of  exercise,  orocber 
rendezvous,  appointed  by  his  commanding  ofieer, 
if  not  prevented  by  sickness,  or  some  other  efid«a( 
necessity ;  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, without  leave  from  his  commaadisf  offi- 
cer, before  be  shall  be  regularly  dismissed  ^r  re- 
lieved, on  the  penalty  of  being  punislied  accsrdinf 
to  the  nature  of  his  offence  by  the  aentence  of  s 
couit  martiaL 
Art.  45.  Any  commissioned  officer  whoshtft 
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be  foand  drunk  od  his  gatrd^  partjTi  or  olh«r  <laty, 
shall  be  cashiered.  Aoy  non-eominisaiooed  om- 
ser  or  soldier  so  ofiendins,  shall  suffer  such  cor- 
poreal puaishmeat  as  shall  be  iAflicted  by  the 
sentence  of  a  court  martial* 

ArU  46.  Any  sentinel  who  shall  be  found 
deeping,  upon  his  post,  or  shall  Iteve  it  before  he 
•ball  be  r^ularlr  relieved,  shall  suffer  death,  or 
iuch  other  punisnment  as  shall  be  inflicted  hy  tl^B 
tentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  47.  No  soldier  helonging  to  any  regi- 
aent,  troop,  or  company,  shall  hire  another  to  do 
lis  duty  tor  him,  or  be  excused  from  duty,  but 
n  cases  of  sickness,  disability,  or  leave  of  absence ; 
ind  every  such  soldier  found  guilty  of  hiring  his 
luty,  as  also  the  partv  so  hiAd  to.  do  anocher's 
iuty,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  regi- 
nental  court  martiaL 

Art.  48.  And  every  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer conniving  at  sucii  hiring  of  duty  aforesaid^ 
ihall  be  reduced :  and  every  commissioned  officer, 
mowing  and  allowing  such  ill  practices  in  the 
ler? iccL  shall  be  pnnisned  by  Che  judgment  of  a 
i;eneral  court  martial. 

Ari^  49.  Any  .officer  belonging  to  .the  service 
)f  the  United  States,  who,  by  discharging  of  fire 
irms,  drawing  of  swords,  bsating  of  drmns,  ot*  by 
iny  other  means  whatsoever,  sludl  occasion  false 
darms  in  camp,  earrison^  or  quarters,  shall  suffer 
leath,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  bis:  or- 
lered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art,  50.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  ehall, 
vithout  urgent  necessity,  or  without  the  leave  ^f 
lis  superior  officer,  quit  nis  guard,  platoon,  or  di- 
rision,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature 
»f  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art,  51.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  vio- 
ence  to  any  person  who  brings  provisions  or  other 
lecessaries  to  the  camp,  garrison,  or  qoartecs,  of 
he  forces  of  the  tJnitea  States,  employed  in  any 
Arts  out  of  the  said  States,  upon  pain  of  dea^,  or 
uch  other,  punishment ^as  a  court  martial. shall 
tirect. 

Art,  53»  Any  officer  or  soldiei',  who  shall 
nisbehave  himself  before  the  enemy,  run  away, 
)t  shamefully  abandon  any  fort,  post,  or  guard, 
vhich  he  or  they  ma]r  be  commanded  to  defend, 
\x  speak  words  inducing  qihers  to  do  the  like;  or 
hall  cast  away  bis  arms  and  ammunition,  or  who 
hall  quit  his  post  or  colours  to  plunder  and  pil- 
Bge,  every  such  offender  being  dulv  convicted 
hereof,  shall  snfier  death,  or  such  other  punish- 
aent  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  gen- 
rai  court  martiaL 

Art,  53.  Any  person  belonging  to  th^  armies 
f  the  United. States  who  shaU  make  known  the 
ratch-word  to  any  person  who  is  not  entitled  to 
eceive  it,  according  to  the  ^  rules  and  discipline 
f  war,  or  shallpresume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch 
rord,  different  from  what  he  received,  shidl  9^S^t 
eath,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  or- 
lered  by  the  sentence  of>a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  54.  All  officers  and  soldiers  are  to  be- 
lave  themselves  orderly  in  quarters,  and  on  their 
narch ;  and  whosoever  shall  commit  any  waste 
»t  spoil,  either  in  walks  of  trees,  parks,  warrens, 


fish  ponds,  houses,  or  gardens,  cornfields,  enolo* 
sures  of  meadows,  or  shall  maliciously  destroy 
any  property  whatsoever, helongins  totne inhab- 
itants or  the  United  States,  unless  by  order  of  the 
then  eommander-in-«hief  of  the  armies  of  the 
-said  States,  shall  (besides  such  penalties  as  they 
are  liable  to  by  law)  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  tne  offence,  by  the  judgment 
of  a  regimentajf  or  general- court  martial. 

ilr<.  55.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  the  anniea 
of  the  United  States,  employed  in  foreign  parts^ 
shall  force  a  safe-guard,  shall  sufiex  death. 

Art,  56.  Whosoever  shall  r^ieve  the  eneoMr 
with  monev,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shall 
knowinffly  narhor  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suf- 
fer death,<  or  such  other  punishment  as  ah^  be 
ordered  by  the  sentence  oi  a  court  martial^ 

ArU  57.  Whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of 
holding  correspondence  with  or  giving  intelligciiee 
to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  ahaU. 
suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  l^ 
ordered  by  the  sentence^of  a  court  martiaL 

Art,  58.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's 
camp,  towns,  forts,  or  magazines,  whether  of  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  clothing,  forage  or  niovisions. 
shall  be,  secured  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates ;  for  the  neglect  of  which  the  commanding 
officer  b  to  be  answerable. 

ArL  59.  If  any  commaader  of  any  ganison,. 
fortress^  or  post,  shall.be  compelled,  by  the<^era 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  give  up  to  the 
enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commissipned  officera. 
non-commissioned  officers,  or  soldiers,  who  shaU 
be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  suffer 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  in- 
flicted upon  them  hy  the  sentence  of  a  eonrt-mac* 
tial. 

ArL  60.  All  suttlers  and  retainers  to  thecamp^ 
and  all  persons  whatsoever,  servitig  with  the  ar/- 
mies  of  the  United  States  in  the  field,  though  not 
enlisted  soldiers,  are  to  be  subject  to  orders,  aeeoid* 
ing  to  the  roles  and  discipline  of  war. 
^  Art,  61.  Officers  having  brevets,  or  commissionS| 
bf  a  prior  date  to  those  of  the  regiment  in  which 
they  serve,  may  take  place  in  court-martials  and 
on  detachments,  when  composed  of  different  corpe, 
according  to  the  ranks  given  them  in  their  bre- 
vets, or  dates  of  their  (ormei  commissions ;  but 
in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  to  which.such 
officers  belong,  they  shall  do  duty  and  take  rank, 
both  in  courts  martial  and  on  detachments,  which 
shall  be  composed  only  of  .their  own  corps,  ac- 
cording to  the  comiQissions  by  which  they  arc 
mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

Art,  62.  If  upon  marcnes,  guards,  or  in  quarters, 
different  cojrps  of  the  armv  shall  happen  to  join, 
or  do  duty  together,  the  officer  highest  in  rank  of 
the  line  of  the  army,  marine  corps,  or  militia,  by 
commission  there,  on  duty^  or  m  quarters,  shall 
command  the  whole,  and  give  orders  for  what  is 
,  needful  to  the  service,  unless  otherwise  specially 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cord iog  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Art.  63.  The  functions  of  the  engineers  being 
generally  confiaed  to  the  most  elevated  branch  of 
military  science,  they  are  not  to  aasuole,  nor  are 
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they  subject  to  be  ordered  <Ni  any  duty  beyond  the 
line  of  their  immediate  profession,  exee^^t  by  the 
speeial  order  of  the  Presiaeiit  of  the  United  Slates; 
bat  they  are  to  reeeire  every  mark  of  respect,  to 
which  their  rank  in  the  army  may  entitle  them*, 
respectively,  and  are  liable  to  be  transferred,  at 
the  disoretioB  of  the  President,  from  one  corps  to 
thfe  other,  ranrd  being  paid  to  rank. 

Art,  64*  Oeaeral  courts  martial  may  consist  of 
aoy  anmber  of  commissioned  officers,  from  five  to 
thirteen,  inclasively.  but, they  shhU  not  consist  of 
less  than  thirteen,  where  that  number  can  be  con- 
veiied)  without  manifest  injury  to  the  service. 

Art.  65*  Any  general  officer  cdmmanding  an 
army,  or  colonel  commanding  a  separate  depart- 
mtent,  may  appoint  general  courts  ihartial,  Woen- 
ever  necessary.  But  no  sentence-  of  a  court  mar- 
tiri  shall  be  carried  into  execntion  until  after  the 
whale  proceedings  shall  have  been  kid  before  the 
dIBcers  ordering  the  same,  or  the  officer  command- 
ing the  troops  for  the  time  being ;  neither  shall 
any  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial,  in  time 
df  peace,  extendin|[  to  the  loss  of  life,  or  the  dis- 
mission of  a  commissioned  officer,  or  which  shalL 
either  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  respeci  a  seneral 
officerjbe  Carried  into  execution,  until  after  the 
whole  proeeedings  shall  have  been  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to-be  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  his  confirmation  or 
disapproral,  and  orders,  in  the  case.  All  other 
sentences  may  be  confirmed  and  executed  by  the 
officer  ordering  the  court  to  assemble,  or  the  com- 
manding  officer,  for  the  time  being,  as  the  case 
maj  be. 

AH,  66.  Svery  officer  commanding  a  re^ment, 
or  corps,  may  api>oint,  for  hit  own  reglmetit,  or 
corps,  courts  martial,  to  consist  of  three  commis- 
sioned officers^  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  t3f- 
fences  not  capital,  and  decide  upon  their  seatenceir. 
For  tlie  tame  purpose,  all  officers,  commanding 
aay  of  the  garrisons,  forts,  barmcks,  or  other  places, 
where  the  troops  consist  of  different  corps,  may 
assemble  courts  martial,  to  consist  of  tfar^e  com- 
missioned officers,  and  decide  upon  their  sentences. 

AH.  67.  No  garrison  or  regimental  coatt  martial 
shall  have  the  power  to  try  capital  cases,  or  cotn- 
missioned  officers;  neither  shall  they  inflict  a  fine 
exceeding  One  month's  pay,  nor  imprison,  nor  put 
t6  hard  labor,  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier, for  a  lonjRr  time  than  one  month. 

AH,  66.  Wneneyet  it  may  be  found  conveniettt 
and  necessary  to  the  puUio  service,  the  officers  of 
the  marines  shall  he  associated  with  the  officers  of 
the  land  forces,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  Courts 
martial  and  trying  offenders  belonging  to  either ; 
and  in  such  cases  the  orders  of- the  senior  officer 
of  either  corns,  who  may  be  present  and  duly  au- 
thorized, shall  be  received  and  obeyed. ' 

AH.  o9.  The  judke  advocate,  or  some  'i/ctwa 
deputed  by  him,  or  by  the  general  or  officer  com- 
manding the  army,  detachment,  or  gattison,  shall 
proseeute  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  but 
shall  so  far  coneider  himself  as  counsel  for  the 
nrisoaer,  after  the  said  prisoner  shall  have  made 
nit  plea,  as  to  object  to  any  leadiqg  question  to 
atty  of  the  witnesses,  eir  any  question  to  the  piia- 


oner,  the  answer  to  which  miglit  tend  to  eriannte 
hiatself ;  and  administer  to  each  meflihsrof  tk 
court,  before  they  proceed  opoo  any  trials  the  fo^ 
lowinff  oath,  which-sh^illso  be  taken  by  ^^  mem- 
bers of  the  regimental  and  garnsoo  eoanianrtial: 

'^  You,  A.  B,  dosw^r  tfiat  yoo  will  veil  and 
truly  try  and  detertotae,  aeeordiiw  ta  eviieBfte,  the 
matter  now  befdre  yon^  be^weea  use  Uailedtetts 
of  America  and  the  imsoner  to  be  tried ;  sti  tet 
you  will  duly  administer  rasi^eey  aeeotdtag  tithe 
pfovisions  of^^Aa  actestablisbiB^  ruJesaadaradhs 
for  ttie  government  of  themmues  of  the  Uaiteft 
States,'  vKthoot  partiidity,  fiivor,  or  aAction;  vA 
if  any  doubt  shall  arise,  not  explained  by  said  ir- 
tieles^  according  to  your  eoaacieaoe,  dw  best  of 
yonr  vtiderslbaiidiQg,  and  the  ettatona  of  war  in  )j^ 
cases:  and  you  do  farther  sWvar,  that  yon  wiS 
no^  divulffe  the  sentence  of  the  court  aam  itihall 
be  published  by  the  proper  authority:  notker  vill 
you  disclose  or  diseovtf  the  Toee  or  optaioo  cf  uy 
particular  member  of  the  court  martial,  unless  re- 
quired to  give  evidence  thereefaa  a  wimett,  by  a 
court  of  justice,  in  a  due  course  of  faiw.  So  bdp 
you  GkwL" 

And  aa  soon  at  the  said  oath  shall  havebea 
administered  to  the  respective  ndembers,  the  Picsi- 
dent  of  tiM  Court  shall  adtariniater  to  the  judge 
advocate,  or  person  officiating  as  soeh,  an  oath  ia 
the  followingwordss 

"You,  A.  JB.,  do  swear, that  jop  wiH  act  di»- 
dose  or  discover  the  vole  or  optnioa  of  aaf  pv- 
tieular  member  of  the  court  martial,  unlos  re- 
quired to  give  evidence  thelneof  as  a  wkness^  by  a 
court  of  justice  in  doe  course  of  law;  nor  dfrdfe 
the  sentence  of  the  cpurt^  to  any  but  proper  an- 
thority,  until  it  shall  be  duly  disclosed  by  the  same. 
So  help  you  Gh>d*" 

AH.  70.  When  a  orisoner  arraigned  befoiet 
awneral  court  martial  shall,  from  obstinacv  sid 
deliberate  deskn,  stand  mate  or  aaawerforapto 
the  purpose^  the  court  ifeiay  proceed  te  tiki  sad 
judgment  as  if  the  prisoner  had  regnlaily  plead- 
ed not  guilty, 

Jkri.  71.  When  a  member  shall  be  challenged 
bf  a  prisoner,  he  aaust  state  hui  cause  of  ^lalleBge, 
or  which  the  cooK  shall,  after  doe  delibentieo, 
determine  the  relevaney  or  validity,  aad  decide 
aecdrdingly;  and  no  chaliehge  to  more  than  mst 
member  at  a  timeehalt  be  received  by  the  court. 

AH  72.  All  the  members  of  the  eoort  ra■^ 
tial  are  to  behave  with  dteency  aad  calmnes; 
and  in  gi^ng  their  votes,  are  to  brgta  with  tbe 
3r0UDgest  11^  cemmissiott. 

AH  73.  AH  iwrsons  who  give  evidence  be- 
fore a  eoUrt  martial,  are  to  be  eskanaitied  on  oitk 
or  affirmation,  in  the  following  form: 

"Tou  swear  or  affirm,  as  the  ease  may  be,  tk 
evidence  you  shall  give  in  the  cause  ntywin  heB^ 
ing,  shall  oe  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nefb- 
iag  but  the  truth.    So  help  you  Ctod." 

AHt,  74w  Ob  the  triids  cMt  eases  not  cajiitd. 
the  deposition  of  witnesses  not  in  the  line  or  staff 
of  the  army,  may  be  taken  before  acme  jostiee  of 
the  peace,  and  read  in  evidence:  /VoatdSed,  the 
prosec\itor  and  the  persoh  accused  are  preseatat 
the  taking  the  same^  or  are  dnly nodied  thcseoC 
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Art,  75.  No  ofllcer  shall  be  tried  but  hj  a 
g^eneral  coart  martial,  oor  by  x>fficer8  of  an  inferior 
rank,  if  it  can  be  avoided:  nor  shall  any  proceed- 
ings or  trials  be  carried  on  excepting  between- the 
ioars  of  eight  in  the  morning,  and  three  in  the 
ifternoon,  excepting  in  eases,  which,  in  the.opin- 
on  of  the  officer  appointing  the  court  martial, 
'eqoire  immediate  example. 

Art.  76.  No  person  whatever  shall  use  any 
nenacing  words,  signs,  or  geatares,  in  presence  of 
i  court  martial,  or  snail -cause  any  disorder  or 
iot,  or  disturb  their  proceedings,  on  the  penalty 
>f  being  punished|.  at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
;ourt  martial. 

Art.  77.  WhencTer  any  officer  shall  be  charg- 
ed with  a  crimcy  he  shall  be  arrested  and  confined 
n  his  barracks,  quarters,  or  tent,  and  deprived  of  his 
(Word,  by  the  commanding  offijcer.  And  any  offi- 
cer who  shall  leave  his  confinement  before  he 
(hall  be  set  at  liberty  by  his  commanding  officer, 
)r  by  a  superior  officer,  shall  be  cashiered. 

Art.  78.  Nott-^ommifltsioned  officers  and  sol- 
liers,  charged  with  crimes,  shall  be  confined,  until 
ried  by  a  court  martial,  or  released  by  proper 
luthority.  - 

^Art.  79.  No  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  be 
mt  in  arrest,  shall  continue  in  confinement  more 
ban  eight  days,  or.  until  such  time  as  a  court 
aartial  can  be  assembled. 

Art.  80.  No  officer  commandiDg  a  guard,  or 
)ro vost  marshal,  shall  xefuse  to  receive  or  keep 
my  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  by  an  offi- 
:er  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  Unitea  States: 
?rovi(kcl,  the  officer  committing,  shall,  at  the' 
ame  time,  deliver  an  account  in  writing,  signed 
)y  himself,  of  the  crime  with  which  the  said 
irisoner  is  charged. 

Art.  81.  No  officer  commanding  a  gu^rd,  or 
>rovost  marshal,  shall  presume  to  remse  any 
)erson  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper 
lUthority  for  so  doing,  nor  shall  he  suffer  any 
)erson  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  beins  punished 
or  it  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  82.  Every  officer  or  provost  marshal,  to 
xrhose  charge  prisoners  shall  oe  committed,  shall, 
vithin  twenty-four  )ioun  aAer  such  commitment, 
>r  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  relieved  from  bis  gpard, 
nake  report  in  writing,  to  the  commanding  officer, 
)f  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  tff  the 
)fficers'who  committed  them,  on  the  penalty  of 
)eing  punished  for  disobedience  or  neglect,  at  the 
liscretion  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  83.  Any  commissioned  officer  convicted 
)efore  a  general  court  martial  of  conduct  unbe- 
:oming  an  officer  and  t^  gentleman,  shall  be  dis- 
nissed  the  service. 

Art.  84.  In  cases  where  a  court  martial  may 
:hink  it  proper  to  sentence  a  commissioned  officer 
:o  be  suspended  from  command,  they  shall  have 
^wer  also  to  suspend  his  pay  and  emoluments 
:or  the  same  time,  according  to  the  nalure  and 
ieinousness  of  the  offience. 

Art.  S5.  In  all  cases  where  a  commissioned 

Dfficer  is  cashiered  for  cowardice  or  fraud,  it  shall 

be  added  in  the  sentence,  that  the  crime,  name, 

and  place  of  abode  and  punishment  of  the  delin- 
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quent,  be  published  in  the  newspapers  in  and 
about  the  canop,  and  of  the  particular  State  from 
which  the  offiHider  came,  or  where  he  usually 
resides,  after  which,  it  shall  be  deemed  scanda- 
lous for  an  officer  to  associate  with  him. 

Art.  86.*  The  commanding  officer  of  any  post 
or  detachment,  in  which  there  shall  not  be  a  num- 
ber of  officers  adequate  to  form  a  general  court 
martial,  shall,  in  cases  which  require  the  coffui- 
zance  of  such  a  court  report  to  the  eommanqiug 
officer  of  the  department,  who  shall  order  a  court 
to  be  assembled  at  the  nearest  post  or  detachment, 
and  the  party  accused,  with  necessary  witnesses,  to 
be  transported  to  the  place  where  the  said  court 
shall  be  aisembled. 

Art.  87.  No  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer 
death,  but  by  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  of  a  general  court  martial,  nor  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  herein  expressly  mentioned  $ 
nor  shall  more  than  fifty  lasnes  be  inflicted  on 
any  offender,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court  martial; 
and  no  officer,  non-commissioned  pfficer,  soldier, 
or  follower  of  the  army,  shall  be  tried  a  second 
time  for  the  same  offence.  ^ 

Art.  88.  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried 
and  punished  bv  a  general  court  martial  for  any 
offence  which  shall  appear  to  have  been  commit- 
ted more  than  two  years  before  the  issuing  of  the 
order  for  sujch  trial,  unless  the  person,  by  reason 
of  having  absented  nimself  or  some  other  manifest 
impediment,  shall  not  have  been  amenable  to  jus- 
tice within  that  period. 

Art.  89.  Every  officer  authorized  to  order  a  gen- 
eritl  eouit  martial,  shall  have  power  to  pardon  or 
mitigate  .any  punishment  ordered  by  such  court, 
except  the  sentence  of  death,  or  of  cashiering  an 
officer ;  which,  in  the  cases  where  he  has  autoor- 
ity  (by  article  65}  to" .carry  them  into  execution, 
he  mav  suspend,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Pfc»i- 
dent  of  the  united  States  can  be  known ;  which 
suspension,  together  with  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ing^ of  the  court  martial,  the  said  officer  shall  im- 
mediately transmit  to  tne  President,  for  his  de- 
termination. And  .  the  colonel  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  or  garrison,  where  any  re- 
gimental or  garrison  court  martial  shall  be  held, 
may  pardon  or  miti^^te  anv  punishment  ordered 
by  such  court  to  be  loflicteo. 

Art.  90.  Every  judge  advocate,  or  person  officiat- 
ing assuch.atany  general  court  martial,  shall  trans- 
mitj  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  opporti|nitv 
of  time  &ttd  distance  of  place  can  admit,  the  origi- 
nal proceedings  and  sentence  of  such  court  mar- 
tial, to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  said  original  ■ 
proceedings  and  sentence  shall  be  carefully  Isept 
and  preserved  in  the  office  of  said  Secretary,  to 
the  end  that  the  persons  entitled  thereto  may  be 
enabled,  upon  application  to  the  said  office,  to  ob- 
tain copies  thereof. 

The  partv  tried  bv  any  general  court  martial, 
shall,  upon  demand  thereof  made  by  himself  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  in  his  behalf,  be  entitled  to 
a  copy  of  the  sentence  and  proce^ings  of  such 
court  martial. 

Art.  91.  In  cases  where  the  general  or  com- 
manding officer  may  order  a  court  of  inquiry  to 
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exaiDioe  into  the  nature  of  any  transactioD,  ac- 
cusation, or  imputation  against  any  officer  or 
soldier,  the  said  court  ^hall  consist  of  one  or 
more  officers,  not  exceeding  three,  and  a  judge 
advocate,  or  other  suitaMe  person  as  a  recorder, 
to  reduce  the  proceeding  and  evidence  to  writing^ 
allH>f  whom  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duty.  This  court  shall  hare  the 
8am«  power  to  summon  witnesses  as  a  court  mar- 
tial, and  to  examine  them  on  oath.  But  they  shall 
not  give  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
excepting  they  snail  be  thereto  specially  required. 
The  parties  accused  shall  also  be  permitted  to 
cross  examine  and  interrogate  tl^e  witnesses,  so  as 
to  investigate  fully  the  circumstances  in  Question. 

Art,  92.  The  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry 
most  be  antbenticated  by  the  signature  of  the  re- 
corder and  the  president,  and  delivered  to  the 
commanding  officer;  and  the  said  proceedings 
may  be  admitted  as  evidence  by  a  court  martial, 
in  eases  not  capital,  or  extending  to  the  dismission 
of  an  officer,  provided  that  the  circumstances  are 
such  that  oral  testimony  cannot  be  obtained.  But 
as  courts  of  inquiry  may  be  perverted  to  dishonor- 
able purposes,  and  may  be  considered  as  engines' 
of  destructibn  to  military  meril,  in  the  hitnds  of 
weak  and  envious  commandants,  they  are  hereby 
nrofaibited,  unless  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  demanded  by  the  accused. 

ArU  93.  The  judge  advocate,  or  recorder  shall 
administer  to  the  members  the  following  oath : 

'*  You  shall  well  and  truly  examine  and  inquire, 
according  tu  your  evidence,  into  (be  matter  now 
before  you,  without  partiality,  favor,  affection,  pre- 
judice, or  hope  of  reward ;  So  help  you  God.'' 

Alter  which  the  president  shall  administer  to 
the  j^ge  advocate,  or  recorder,  the  following 
oalh: 

**Yoa,  A.  B..  do  swear  that  vou  will,  according 
to  yoor  best  abilities,  accurately  and  impartially 
record  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  the  evi- 
dence to  be  given  in  the  case  in  hearing:  So  help 
yen  Gk)d."  *  ^ 

The  witnesses  shall  take  the  same  oath  as  wit- 
neaaes  sworn  before  a  court  martial. 

Art,  94.  When  any  commissioned  officer  shall 
die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  major  of  the  regiment,  or  the  officer  doing  the 
major's  duty  in  his  absence^  or  in  any  post  or 
garrison,  the  second  officer  in  command,  or  the 
assistant  military  agent,  shall  immediately  secure 
all  his  effects  or  equipage,  then  in  camp  or  quar- 
ters, and  shall  make  an  inventory  thereof,  and 
forthwith  transmit  the  same  to  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  War,  to  the  end  that  his  executors 
or  administrators  may  receive  the  same. 

Art  ^.  When  any  npn  commissioned  officer, 
or  soldier,  shall  die,  or  be  killed,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  the  then  commanding  officer 
of  the  troop,  or  company,  shall,  in  the  presence  6^ 
two  other  commissioned  officers,  take  an  account 
of  what  effects  he  died  po&sessed  of.  above  his 
arms  and  accoutrements,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  tbe  office  of  the  Department  of  War;  which 
said  effects  are  to  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  to 
the  represenutives  of  such  deceased  noncommis- 


sioned  officer  or  soldier.  And  in  case  aof  of  the 
officers,  so  authorized  to  take  eare  of  the  effects  (^ 
deceased  officers  and  soldiers,  should,  before  ibtj 
have  accounted  to  their  representatifis  for  tbe 
same,  have  occasion  to  leave  theregimcBtorpo^ 
by  preferment,  or  otherwise,  they  shall,  brfontbey 
be  permitted  to  quit  the  same,  deposit  istbebn^ 
of  the  commanding  officer,  or  of  the  assistni  nib* 
tary  a^^ent,  all  the  effects  of  such  deectaedm- 
commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  in  order  ikt 
the  same  may  be  secured  for,  and  paid  to, their  r- 
spective  representatives. 

Art.  96.  All  officers,  condactora,  gnnDen,mi^ 
rosses,  drivers,  or  other  persons  whaisoever.reeeir- 
ing  pay,  or  hire,  in  the  service  of  the  artillenr.or 
corps  of  engineers  of  the  United  State^kball  be 
governed  by  the  aforesaid  rales  and  ariKies,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  courts  nanial  in 
like  manner  with  the  officers  and  soldien  of  ibe 
other  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  State. 

Art.  97.  The  officers  and  soliHers  ofaof  voops, 
whether  militia  or  others,  beidr  mustered  tsdin 
pay  of  tbe  United  States,  shall,  at  all  limes  and 
m  all  places,  ivhen  joined,  or  acting  ia  coDjaB^ 
tion  with  the  legnlar  forces  of  the  united  Smes; 
be  governed  bv  these  rules  and  articles  dw, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  coorts  nanial, 
in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  ia 
the  regular  forces,  save  only  that  soch  coorts  mar- 
tial shall  be  composed  entirely  of  militia  officer 

Art  96.  All  officers,  serving  by  eommisfl 
fit)m  the  authority  of  any  particular  State,  slal, 
on  all  detachments,  courts  martial,  or  otber  ditf, 
wherein  they  may  be  employed  in  coojoacooi 
with  the  regular.forces  of  the  United  S^t^e 
rank  next  after  all  officers  of  the  like  gn&eji 
said  regular  forces,  notwithstanding  the  commis- 
sions of  such  militia  or  State  officers  majbeo)^ 
than  the  commissions  of  tbe  officers  of  tbe  nf- 
lar  forces  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  99.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  disordfls 

and  neglects  which  officers  and  soldiers  oaf  be 
(Cuilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  sb^b^ 
itary  discipline,  though  not  mentioned  io  thefol^ 
going  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cofBizaoet 
of  hjr  a  general  or  regimental  court  martial.  ae< 
cording  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  tbe  offence, 
and  be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

Art.  100.  The  President  of  the  United  Stiis 
shall  have  power  to  prescribe  the  naifora  a 
the  army. 

Art.  101.  The  foregoing  articles  are  to  be  real 

and  published  once  in  every  six  months,  to  er^ 
garrison,  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  mvsterj 
or  to  be  mustered  in  the  service  of  the  Vnm 
States,  and  are  to  be  duly  observed  and  obey<3 
by  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  are^  or  shall  be  n 
said  service 

Sisc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat.a 
time  of  war,  all  persons  not  citizens  ot^  or  or^' 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  Americtt**' 
shall  be  found  lurking  as  spies,  in  or  about  i^ 
fortifications  or  encampments  of  the  armies  of  t^ 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  suffer  deti^ 
according  to  tne  law  and  usa^  of  nations,  bf  so* 
te'nce  of  a  general  court  martial. 
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SBa  3.  And  he  it  Jwrther  enacted^  Tiiat  the 
rules  and  regulai'ioos^  by  whicli  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  have  heretofore  beea  gorerned,  and 
the  resolves  ol  CoiBgreBstherettntoaQaezed,aira  r&- 
spectiog  the  same,  shall  henceforth  be  void  and  of 
no  effecty-exeept  so  far  as  may  relate  to  any  trans- 
actions  under  thern^  prior  to 'the  promalgation  of 
this  act,  at  the  se? aral^xists  and  garrisonsj  respect* 
ively,  o'eoupied  hf  any  part  of  the  asmy  of  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806w 


I  An  Act  relating  to  bonds  giTsn  by  Marshals. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  bond  heretofore 
given,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  ffiven,  by  the 
marshal  of  any  district,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  dutie8.of  bis  offioe,  shall  be  filed  and 
recorded  in  the  office  ot  the  derk  of  the  district 
court,  or  circuit  court,  sitting  within  the  district 
for  which  such  marshal  shall  nave  beeq  appointed, 
and  copies  thereof,  certified  by  the  clerk, , under 
the  seal  of  the  said  court,  shall  be  competent  evi- 
dence in  any  court  of  justice. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  in  case  of  the  breach  of  the  condition 
of  any  such  bond,  for  any  person,  persons,  or  body 
politic,  thereby  injured,  to  Institute  a  suit  upon 
such  bond,  in  the  name  and  for  the  sole  use  of  such 
party,  and  thereupon  to  recover  such  damages, 
as  shall  be  legally  assessed,  with  costs  of  suit ;  for 
which  execution  may  issue  for  such  party  in  due 
form;  and  in  case  such  party  shall  fail  to  recover 
in  the  suit,  judgmenf  shall  be  rendered  and  execu- 
tion mav  issue  for  cost  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
or  defendants,  against  the  party  who  shall  have  in-, 
stituted  the  suit ;  and  the  United  States  shall  in 
no  case  be  liable  for  the  same. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  bonds  shall,  after  any  judgment,  or  judg- 
iqents  rendered  thereon,  nrema in  as  a  security,  for 
the  benefit  of  any  person,  persons,  or  body  politic, 
injured  by  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  f>ame, 
until  the  whole  penalty  shall  have  been  recov- 
ered^ and  the  proceedings  shall  be  always  in  the 
s^me  manner,  and  aa  hereinbefore  directed. 

S£;g.  4.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted.  That  all 
suits  on  m$irshal$'  bonds,  if  the  rightot  action  has 
already  accrued,  shall  be  conimenced  and  prose- 
cuted within  three  years  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  not  afterwards.  And  all  such  suits, 
in  case  the  right  of  action  shall  aocrue  hereai'ter, 
shall  be  cominenced  and  prosecuted  within  six 
years  after  the  said  right  ol  action  shall  have  ac- 
crued, and  not  afterwards ;  saving,  nevertheless 
the  rights  of  infants,  ybn^  cavertM,  and  persons 
non  compOB  mentis,  so  that  they  sue  within  three 
years  after  their  disabilities  are  removed. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  regulating  the  currency  of  forsign  coins  in 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  nas* 
sag^e  q(  this  act,  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pans  current  as  money  within  the  United  ^States, 
aad  ba  a  legal  tender  for  Iha  payineat  of  all 


debts  and.  demands,  at  the  several  and  teegmiksn 
rates  following,  and  not  otherwise,  viz: 

The  gold' corns  of  Ghreat  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
their  present  staodhrdi^t- the  rate  of  one  hundred 
cents  for  every  twenty-seven  grains  of  the  aetini 
weight  thereof ;  the  gold  coins  of  France,  Spain, 
and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present 
standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  nundocd:  cents  for 
every  twenty-^vaa  ^ina  and  two^ths  of  % 
gtain,  of  the  actual  weight  theneof.  -  Spanish  mill- 
ed'  doUars,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  eeats  for 
each,  the  aetaaJt  wieight  wlieraof  shail'not  be  less 
thaa  seventee*  penny weighta.  and  seven  graina^ 
aad  in  prc^KMrtion  for  tne  parts  of  a  dollar.  (Jrowna. 
of  France  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  cents^. 
for  ench  orown^  tha  actual  weight  ti^reaf  sfaaU 
not:  be  lets  than  eiffhteeen  peoliywcightsr  and- sev- 
enteen grains,  and  in  pfqiortion  for  the  parts  of 
a  crown«  Anil  it  sbaUiw  the  dnty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  foreign  gold 
and  silver-  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be 
had  at  the  Minted  the  United  States,  at  least  once 
in  every  year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  results 
thereof  to  CoagreM,  for  the  parpoee  of  enabling 
them  to  make  such  alterations  in  this  act,  as  may 
beeome  requisite,  from- the  real  standard  value  of 
such  foreign  coins.  And  it  shall  ba  the  ,doty  of 
the  Steretary  of  the  Treasury  to  caute  assays  offor*> 
cign  gold  and  silver  coia3or  the  description  mpde 
current  by  this  act,  which  ^hall  issue  subsequently 
to  the  passage  of  this  act.  and  shall  circulate  in 
the  United  States,  at  the  Mipt  aforesaid,  at  least 
once  in  every  year,'  and  to  make  report  of  the  re- 
sult thereof  to  Congress,  fbr  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling Ccmgims  to  make  such  ooiM  current^  if 
they  shall  deem  the  same,  to  be  propei^  at  their, 
real  standard  value.  n 

Sso.  ^  And  be  il  fiuiksr  enacted^  Tiiatt  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '^  An<aet  regula- 
ting foreign  coins  and  for  other  pur^ioses,"  passed 
the.  ninth  day  of  Fehrnanr,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  pe,  and  the  same  hera- 
by  is,  repealed.  Axui  the  operation  of  the  second 
section  of  the>  same  act  shall  be^  and  hereby  isy 
suspended  for  and  during  the  apace  of  three  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act. 
.   Approved,  AprillO,  1806. 


An  Act  to  regulate  aiid  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  of  ue  Senate  and  House  of  Represents- 

tlTSS. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That  the  officers  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be.  and  hereby  are,  entitled  to 
receive,  in  Ken  of  their  com|»ensations  fixed  by 
law,  the  following  sums,  that  is  to  say,  the  Stere- 
tary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^  two  thousand  dollars  each  ;  their 
principal  clerks,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dol- 
lars each  J  and  each  of  their  engrossing  clerks^ 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
8ergeant*at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  who  also  per* 
forms  the  doty  of  a  doorkeeper,  the  Sergeant'^t- 
Armsy  and  the  Doorkeeper  ot  the  House  of  Rep- 
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reaentatiTes  shall  be,  aod  they  are  herebyi  entiUed 
to  receive  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  an- 
num, each ;  and  that  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the 
House  of  Representatires  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  entitled  to  receive  nine  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  each. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted^  That  any 
appropriation  which  shall  be  made  bjr  the  Senate, 
or  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  out  of  the  contin* 
gent  fund  of  either  House,  towards  the  compen- 
sation of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  or 
Ebuse  of  Itepresentatives,  shall  be  taken  and 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  salary  allowed  by  this 
act. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  fidiher  enacted,  That  the 
compensations  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  com- 
mence, and  take  effect,  from  a|^  sifter  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  one  thoumnd  eight  hundred 
and  six. 

SlBc.  5.  And  be  it  Jwrlher  enacted,  That  the  act 
entitled  *An  act  to  reg^olate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sations of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,"  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  shidi, 
from  and  after  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  April  10. 1806. 


An  Act  directing  the  Secretsiy  of  the  Tressniir.  to 
cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  surveyed. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secipetary  of  the 
Treaauty  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina  to  be  correctly  suf- 
Teyed,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear, 
together  with  the  sboals  lying  off  and  between 
these  respective  capes  or  headlands;  and  to  report 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  on  the  practica- 
bility of  erecting  a  light-house,  lighted  beacon,  or 
buoy  on  or  near  the  extreme  point  of  these  shoals, 
ca  either  of  them.  And  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in 
makinffsuch  survey,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 


An  Act  to  provide  lor  persons  who  were  disabled  by 
.known  wounds,  received  during  the  Itevolutionary 


war. 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  anjr  commissioned  or 
non-commissionea  oifficer,  musiciaut  soldier^  ma- 
rine, or  seaman,  disabled  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States,  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  service ; 
or  who,  in  consequence  of  disability,  as  aforesaid, 
resigned  his  commission,  or  took  a  discbarse;  or 
who,  after  incurring  disability,  as  afores;^ id,  was 
taken  captive  by  the  enemy,  and  remained  either 
In  captivity  or  on  parole,  until  the  close  a(  said 
Revolutionary  war  >  or  who,  in  consequence  of 


known  wounds,  received. as  aforeaaid,  ^ss,  at  any 
period  since,  become  and  continaed  disabled  ia 
such  manner  as  to  render  him  anable  to  procure 
a  subsistence  by  manual  labor ;  whether  such  offi- 
cer, musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  aeamaa,  served 
as  a  volunteer,  in  any  nroper  service  agaiast  the 
common  enemy,  or  belonged  to  a  detaekmeit  of 
the  mililla,  whicn  served  against  the  commoa  »- 
emy,or  to  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  StatH. 
or  of  any  particular  State,  he  shall,  opon  subsusr 
tiating  his  claim,  in  the  manner  hereinafcer  de- 
scribed, be  placed  on  the  nensioD  list  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  life,  or  the  contiouanee  of  suck 
disability,  and  be  entitled^  under  the  regnladms 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive   such  sum  as 
&))all  be  found  jtist  and  proper  by  the  testimony 
adduced. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jyrther  enacted^  That,iasnb- 
stantiating  such  claiin,  the  following  rales  and 
regulations  shall  be  complied  with,  that  is  to  say ; 
Au  evidence  shall  be  taken  on  oath  or  affinnatioa, 
before  the  judge  of  the  district,  or  one  of  the 
judges  qf  the  territory  in  which  such  chdoiant 
resides,  or  before  some  |)erson  specially  authorized 
by  commission  from  said  judge. 

Decisive  disability,  the  effect  of  a  known  wotiod, 
or  wounds,  received  while  in  the  actnad  serrice 
and  line  of  duty  against  the  common  enemy,  da- 
ring the  Revolutionary  wax,  must  be  proved  by 
the  affidavit  of  the  commanding  officer  of  xht 
regiment,  corps,  company,  ship,  vessel,  or  craft, 
in  which  such  claimant  served  ;  or  of  two  other 
credible  witnesses  to  the  same  efiect,  setting  forth 
the  time  when,  and  place  where,  such  uown 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  particnlarly 
describing  the  same. 

The  nature  of  such  disabilitv,  and  in  what  de 
gree  it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtainiog  his 
subsistence^  must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  at 
some  reputable  physician  or  surgeon,  stating  ha 
opinion,  either  from  his  own  knowledge  and  ac- 
quaintance with  the  claimaot,  or  from  an  exam- 
inati'OQ  of  such  claimant,  on  oath  or  affirmatioa ; 
which^  when  necessary  lor  that  purpose,  shaU  be 
administered  to  said^  claimant  by  said  jnd^  or 
commissioner.  And  the  said  physician  or  sur- 
geon, in  his  affidavit,  shall  particularlj  describe 
the  wound  or  wounds  from  whence  the  disability 
appears  to  be  derived. 

Every  claimant  must  prove,  by  at  least  one 
credible  witness,  that  he  continued  in  service  du- 
rinc:  the  whule  term  for  which  he  was  detached, 
or  for  which  he  engag^ed,  unless  he  was  dischaig- 
ed,  or  left  the  service  in  consequence  of  some  de- 
rangement of  the  army,  or  in  consequence  of  his 
disaoilitv  resided  his  commission,  or  was  after 
his  disability  in  captivity  or  on  parole  untU  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  And  in  the 
same  manner  must  prove  his  mode  of  life  aad 
employment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  the 
place  or  places  where  he  has  since  resided,  ud 
his  place  of  residence  at  the  time  of  taking  sock 
testimony. 

Rvery  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  sat- 
isfactory reasons  why  he  did  not  malEe  applica- 
tion for  aiMBBsioq  berare,aml  that  he  ia  idot  oa  the 
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pension  list  of  any  State;  and  tbe  judge  or  com* 
xnissioner  shall  certify,  In  writing,  his  opinion  of 
the  credibility  of  the  witnesses  whose  affidayits  he 
ahall  take,  in  all  those  cases  where  by. this  act  it 
is  said  the  proof  shall  be  made  by  a  credible  wit- 
ness or  witnesses  \  and  also,  that  the  examining 
physician  or  surgeon  is  reputable  in  his  profession. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  Thtft  the 
4said  judge  of  the  district,  or  person  by  him  com- 
missioned as  aforesaid,  sbiiU  transmit  a  list  of  such 
claims,  accompanied  bv  the  eyadence,  affidavits, 
certificates,  and  proceedings,  had  thereon  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  notinff  particularly  the  day  on 
which  the  testimony  closed  before  him,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War.  that  the 
same  may  be  compared  with  muster  rolls,  or  other 
documents  in  bis  office;  and  the  said  Secretary^ 
shall  make  a  statement  of  all  such  cases  which, 
together  with  all  the  testimony,  he  shall  from 
time  to  time  transmit  to  Congress^  with  such  re- 
marks as  he  may  think  proper,  that  Congress  may 
be  enabled  to  place  sucn  claimants  on  the  pension 
list  as  shall  be  found  entitled  to' the  pnvile^. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  jud^e.or  commis- 
sioner aforesaid  to  permit  eaqh  claimant  to  take 
a  transcript  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  had 
respecting  his  claim,  if  he  shall  desire  it,  and  to 
certify  the  same  to  be  correct. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
pension,  or  increase  thereof,  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
jshall  commence  on  the .  da^  when  the  claimant 
shall  have  completed  his  testimony  before  the  au- 
ihprity  proper  to  take  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  4t  further  enacted^  That  an 
increase  of  pension  may  be  allowed  to  persons  al- 
ready placed  upon  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
States  for  disabilities  caused  by  known  wounds 
received  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  all 
cases  where  justice  shall  require  the  same:  Pro- 
videdf  That  the  increase,  when  added  to  the  pen- 
sion formerly  received  shall  in  90  case  eifceed  a 
full  pension. 

Every  invalid  making  application  for  this  pur- 
pose shall  be  examined  by  two  reputable  phjrsi- 
cians  or  surgeons,  to  be  authorized  by  commission 
from  the  judge  of  the  district  where  such  invalid 
resides,  who  shall  report,  in  writing,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  the^r  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  ap- 
plicant's disability^  and  in  what  degree  it  prevents 
aim  from  obtaining  a  subsistence  by  manual 
labor;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted  by  said 

£hysicians  or  surgeons  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
department  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same 
with  the  documents  rn  his  officei,  and  shall  make 
a  statement  of  all  such  cases,  which,  t6gether 
with  the  original  report,  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  remarks  as 
he  may  think  proper,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
do  justice  to  such  pjensiooers. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  a  full 
pension  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer shall  be  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  le^lly 
allowed,  at  the  time  of  incurring  saia  disability, 
to  his  grade  in  the  fbrces  raised  by  the  Uoltea 
States;  and  the  proportions  less  thanv  a  full  pen- 
non sludl  be  the  correspoadent  propoxtioos  of  said 


half  pay ;  and  a  full  pension  to  a  non-com mia- 
sioned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  sea- 
man^ shall  be  five  dollars  a  month,and  the  pro- 
portions less  than  a  full  pension  shall  be  the  like 
proportions  of  five  dollars  a  month ;  but  no  pen- 
sion of  a  commissioned  officer  shall  be  calculated 
at  a  higher  rate  than  thie  half-pay  of  a  lieutenant 
colonel. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
pensions,  or  increase  thereof,  which  may  be  al- 
lowed by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  pensions  to  invalids  who  have  be^  here- 
tofore placed  on  the  ipjension  list  are  now  paid, 
and  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  in  all 
respects  as  are  prescribed  by  law. 

sec  S.  And  he  U  farther  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  sale,  transfer, 
or  mortgage  of  the  whole  or  any  part  or  the  pen- 
sion jMyable  to  any  non-commissioned  omcer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  before  the 
same  becomes  due,  shall  be  valid.  And  every 
person  claiming  such  pension,  or  any  part  thereoi, 
under  power  of  attorney  or  substitution,  shall, 
before  tne  same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmatioui 
before  some  magistrate,  legally  authorized  to  take 
the  same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  said  ma- 
gistrate, shall  be  lodged  with  the  person  who  pays 
said  pension ;  that  such  power  or  substitution  is 
not  given  by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pen- 
sion, or  part  thereof.  And  any  person  who  snail 
iswear  or  affirm  falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be 
thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  as  for  wilful  and 
covupt  perjury. 

Sec.  9.  Anabeitjurther  enacted^  That  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  heretofore  passed,  so  far  as 
they  authorize  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list  of  the  United  States  for.  and  in  conse- 
quetice^f  disabilities  derived  from  known  wounds 
received  tn  the  Revolutionary  war,  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  repealing  clause  shall  injure,  or  in  any 
way  affect  those  persons  already  upon  the  pension 
list  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  War  shall  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  transmitted  to  him 
by  any  claimant,  before  the  passage  of  this  act, 
in  the  same  manner  as  thougn  this  act  had  never 
passed. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enaOed,  That  this 
act,  so  far  as  it  authorizes  the  admission  of  per- 
sons upon  the  pension  list  -of  the  United  States, 
shall  remain  in  force  for  and  during  the  space  m 
six  years  from  thejiassa^e  thereof,  and  no  longer: 
Provided^  That  this  limitation  shall  not  aflfeet  or 
impair  the  right  of  any  invalid  who  may  have 
completed  his  testimony  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  this  act  before  this  limitation  ccmimences  its 
operation,  but  which  has  not  been  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War. 

Approved,  April  10, 18Q6. 

An  Act  to  anthosiae  the  Becretary  of  War  toismie  land 

warrants,  and  for  otiier  purposes. 

Be  it  emctddi  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 

be  authorized  to  issue  military  land  warrants  to 

such  persons  as  have  or  ahalJ,  before  the  first  day 
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of  March,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  ei^ht, 

J  produce  to  him  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  ra- 
idity  of  their  cltfYfns ;  whicn  warrants,  with  those 
heretofore  issued,  and  not  yet  satisfied,  shall  and 
may  be  located 'in  the  names  of  the  holders  or 

5 roprie  tors  thereof,  at  anytime  prior  to  the  first 
ay  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  on  any  unlocated  parts  of  the  fifty  quarter 
townships  and  the  'fractional  quarter  townships 
reserved  by  law  for  original  hoMers  of  ipilitary 
land  warrants. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  JMker  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  th«  surveyor  general,  under  ^he 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
cause  to  be  surveyed  so  much  of  thcf  fifty  quarter 
lownsbips,  and  toe  fractional  quarter  townships 
aforesaiu,  ms  have  been  or  hereafter  maybe^locat- 
>ed  according  to  law.  in  conformity  with  the  loca- 
tions made  ^n  the  prats  of  the  said  quarter  town- 
ships: Provided,  The  whole  expense  of  survey- 
ing the  aanke  shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  jfor 
every  mile  actually  surveyed. 
Approved,  April  15, 1806. 


An  Act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certafai  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Tcrritoiy. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  operation  of  the 
sixth  condition  of  the  fifth  Mellon  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
Providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
itates  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth 
of  Kentucky  river,  be,  and  the  same  is  herebi^ans- 
.pended  until  the  first  day  of  October  next,  in  lavor 
of  such  purchasers  of  lands,  nttdtt  the  said  act, 
who  shall  exhibit  satisfactory  proof  to  the,  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the  respective 
districts  where  they  were  actual  settlers  on  the 
land  so  purchased,  at  the  time  of  iNtssiog  this 
act. 
Approved,  April  15, 1S06. 


An  A«t  to  frdUUt  4bs  impeiniitian  of  eertsfin  gAods, 
waitss,  and  merAandiae. 

Be  it  enacted.^,  That,  from  and  after  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  November  next,  it  shafl  not  be  law- 
.  All  CO  ittiport  iiBloth^  United  States,  or  tbe  terri- 
tories thereof,  from  any  port  or  place  situated  in 
'Great  Britein  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  colonies 
ordepondencies  of  Great  Britain,  any  godds,  wares, 
t>r  merchandise,  of  the  following  description,  that 
is  to  say : 

All  artiieles  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of 
chief  value; 

All  wnioles  t>f  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief 
vnlue ; 

All  aitideft  of  which  hemp  orfiax  is  the  mate- 
rial of  ehief  value; 

Allartieleaof  which  tin  or  brass  is  the  material 
of  chief  value,  tin  in^heets  excepted ; 

Woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice- prices  shall  ex- 
ceed five  ahibings  cterling  per  square  yalrd ; 

Woollen  hosiery  of  all  kvods; 

•     Window  glttM,  and  aU  olhjtr  flQan«fateluves  of 
»Clas8  ; 

Silver  and  iikied  Wttress 


*  Paper  of  ev^ry  description  j 

Nails  and  spikes ; 

Hats ; 

Clothing  ready  made ; 

Millinery  of  all  kinds; 

Playiuff  cards  ;* 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  and  piccores  md  yeah. 

Nor  fthall  it  be  lawful  to  import  into  iheU&ited 
States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  from  aaf  fn- 
eign  port  or  place  whatever,  any  of  the  abon- 
mentioned  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  bciov  of 
the  ^owth.  prdduce,  or  manufacfare  of  G^t 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  coioaies  or  de- 
pendencies of  Great  Britain  :  t^ravided^  baweverj 
That  no  articles  which  shall,  with  in  fifteen  moozhs 
after  the  passing^of  this  act  be  imported  from  any 
place  beyond  the  Gape  of  Good  ffope,oa  board 
any  vessel  cleared  out  before  the  passing  of  this 
act,  from  any  port  within  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  tnn'eof,  fbr  the  raid  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  any  plB.ce  beyond  the  same,  shall  besnh- 
ject  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid. 

8eo.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  article  or  anieles,  the  hnponatioB  af 
which  is  prohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  die 
said  fifteenth  day  of  November  next,  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaniiv  of  this 
act,  or  snail,  aft^  the  sard  fifteenth  day  ofNovem- 
ber  next,  be  put  on  beard  any  ship  or  veasel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  with  ititention  of  importii^  the 
same  into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  all  such  articles,  as  well  as  ail  otiief  aiti- 
elea  on  "board  the  saine  ship  or  vessel,  hoat.  talt,  or 
tsarriiige,  belonging  to  the  6wner  of  saefa  pnshib- 
ited  articles,  sniill  be  forfeited,  and  the  oweer 
thereof  shall,  moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  trehle  the 
value  of  such  articles. 

Sec.  8.  AndbeitfigrthefreRac^ed,  That,  if  ai^ 
article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  whicb  is 

Srohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  s«id  filteentk 
ay  of  November  next,  be  put  on  board  any  skip 
or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  to 
import  tiifr  same  into  the  'United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof,  contrary  to  the  troe  inteat  sad 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  with  the  knowledge  <^ 
the  ot^ner  or  master  of  such  s^hip  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  caTriai?e,  such  ship  or  vessel,  hoat,  raff,  or 
carriage,  shall  he  forfeited,  and  the  owner  and 
master  tnereof  shall,  moreover,  each  forfeit  and 
pay  treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sec.  4.  Andheitfiarther  enacted,  That  if  any 
article  or' articles,  the  importation  of  which  n 
prohibited  hj  this  act,  and  which  shall  neverthe- 
less he  outboard  afny  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage,  arriving  after  the  ^id  fifteenth  day  of 
November  next,  in  the  United  States,  or  the  le^ 
ritorics  thereof  shall  be  omittred  in  the  manifest 
report,  or  entry  of  the  master,  or  the  person  hsr- 
ing  the  charge  or  command  of  strch  ship  or  vessel, 
boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  or  shall  be  omitted  ia  ^ 
entry  of  the  goods  owned  by  the  owner,  or  eoa- 
sigft^d  to  the  consignee  of  such  articles,  or  shsU 
he  imported,  or  landed,  or  attempted  to  he  import- 
ed or  lan'ded,  without  a  permit  the  same  penal- 
ties, finea,  nnd  foifnturea  shall  be  incvrred,  aad 
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may  be  reeovered,  as  in  the  ease  of  similar  omis- 
sion or  omissions,  landing,  importation,  or  attempt 
to  land  or  import,  in  relation  to  articles  liable  to 
duties  on  their  importation  into  the  United  States. 
Sec.  5.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  every 
colleetor,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  other  officer . 
of  the  customs,  shall  have  the  like  power  and  au- 
thority to  seize  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im** 
ported  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  to  k^ep  the  same  in  custody  unttl  it  shall 
have  been  ascertained  whether  the  same  hfive 
heen  forfeited}  or  not,  and  to  enter  any  ship  or 
Vessel,  dwelling-house,  store,  building,  or  other 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  and  seizing 
any  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
he  or  they  now  have  by  law,  in  relation  to. goods, 
"wares,  and  merchandise,  subject  to  duty;  and  ir 
any  person,  or  persons,  shall  conceal  or  buy  any 

foods,  .wares,  .or  mercnandise,  knowing  them  to 
e  liable  to  seizure  by  this  act,  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  double  the  amount  or  value  of  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  so  concealed  or  pur- 
chased. 

Sec,  6.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
following  addition  shall  be  inserted  to  the  oath 
or  affirmation  taken  by  the  masters  or  persons 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or 
vessel  arriving  at  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  territories  thereof,  aAer  the  said  fifteenth 
day  of  November  next,  viz :  "  I  further  swear  for 
amrm)  that  there  are  not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  on  board  [Insert  the  denomina- 
tion and  name  of  the  vessel]  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  the  importation  of  which  into  the 
United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  is  prohib- 
ited by  law :  And  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  or  know  of  any 
such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  on  board  the 
said  vessel,  or  which  shall  have  been  imported  in 
the  same,  I  will  immediately,  and  without  delay, 
make  due  report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  this  district." 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  jurther  enacted  That  the 
following  addition  be  inserted,  after  the  said  fif- 
teenth day  of  November  next,  to  the  oath. or 
affirmation  taken  by  importers,  consignees,  or 
agents,  at  the  time  of  entering  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof, 
viz:  '^I  also  swear  (or  affirm)  that  there  are  not, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  among  the 
said  goods,  wares,. and  merchandise,  imported  or 
consigned,  as  aforesaid^  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chaoaise,  the  importation  of  which  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  is  prohibited 
by  law.  And  I  do  further  swear  (or  amrm)  that 
if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  any  such  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  among  the  said  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  or  consigned  as  aforesaid, 
1  will  immediately,  and  without  delay,  report  the 
same  to  the  collector  of  this  district.'' 

Sec  8.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  arising  under  this  act  may 
be  sued  for  and  recovered,  and  shall  be  distributed 
and  accounted  for  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 


of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage:"  and  such  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  mitigated, 
or  remitted,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  like 
conditions,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  are 
prescribed,  authorized,  aod  directed  by  the  act, 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,  pe'nalties,  and  disaoilitiesj 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned." 
Approved,  April  18. 1806. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  making  provisioki  ftr 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United- 
States  on  the  Government  of  France. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  paid,  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  certain  claima- 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Ciov-^ 
ernment  of  France,  arising  from  the  Bordean 
embargo,  in  conformiiy  with  a  certified  list  of 
liquidations,  attested  by  the  Minister  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  of  France,  and  transmitted  by  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
Paris,  to  the  said  Secretary;  which  payments 
shall  be  made  for  such  sums,  respectively,  as  are 
stated  in  the  above-mentioned  list  of  li4|oidatiooB, 
to  such  persons,  respectively,  as^  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  determine  to  be 
rightfully  entitled  to  the  same,  and  out  of  the 
moneys  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  uni- 
ted States  against  the  Government  of  FranelB, 
the  payment  of  which  was  assumed  by  the  Qor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
convention  of  the  thirtieth  April,  one  thousaild 
eight  hundred  and  three. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therefai  de- 
scribed ;  and  to  settle  the  cbims  to  the  vacant  add 
tinappropriated  lands  within  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fining the  limits  of  tne  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  hereafter  to  be 
subject  to  the  sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  line  be,  and  hereby 
is,  established,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the  place 
where  the  eastern  or  main  branch  of  Elk  river 
shall  intersect 'the  southern  boundary  line  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee ;  front  thence  running  due 
north,  until  said  line  shall  intersect  the  northern 
or  main  branch  of  Duck  river;  thence  down  the 
waters  of  Duck  river  to  the  military  boundary 
line,  as  established  by  the  seventh  section  of  an 
act  df  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  entitled  '*  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
cdntinental  line,  and  for  other  purposes;"  (passed 
in  (heyear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,)  thence  with  the  military  boundary  line 
west  to  the  place  where  ii  intersects  the  Tennes- 
see river;  thence  down  the  waters  of  the  river 
Tennessee,  to  the  place  where  the  same  intersects 
the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thki  upon 
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the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  by  an  instrument  signed  and  sealed 
l)y  them  respectirely,  making  known,  that  in  pur- 
suance of  tne  power  in  tfaiem  vested,  by  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  agents  to  settle  the 
dispute  hetween  this  State  and  the  United  States, 
to  the  same,"  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  State 
of  Tennessee,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  as  instructions  therein ; 
they  do,  for  and  in  hebalf  of  the  Sti^  of  Tennes- 
aee,  and  in  consideration  of  the  provisions  made 
in  this  act,  asree  and  declare,  that  all  right,  title, 
*4md  claim,  which  the  State  of.  Tennessee  hath  to 
Ahe  lands  Iving  west  and  south  of  the  line,  herein 
'before  esublished  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
•of  Tennesue,  shall  thereafter  forever  cease;  and 
that  the  lands  aforesaid  shall  be  and  remain  at  the 
sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  States, 
and  shall  be  exempted  from  every  disposition  or 
tax  made  by  order,  or  under  thi  authority  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  while  the  same  shall  remain 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
term  of  five  years  af^er  the  same  shall  be  sold ; 
which  said  instrument  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Senate  of  theUiuted  States,  and  entered  at  larse 
in  their  journal,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  United  States  do  there- 
upon cede  and  convey  to  the  State,of  Teni^es- 
see,  all  right,  title  and  claim,  which  the  United 
.  States  have  to  the  territory  of  the  lands  lyinff 
east  and  north  of  the  line  hereinbefore  established, 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  subr 
ject  to  the  same  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  ced- 
ing to  the  United  States  of  America,  certain  west- 
ern lands  therein  described."  And  the  said  S(ate 
of  Tennessee  shall  thereupon  have  ^s  f^ll•  power 
and  authority  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  of 
all  lands  lyin^  east  and  north  of  the  before  de- 
scribed line,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  State,  as 
Congress  pow  have,  or  the  State  of  Tennessee 
might  have,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  authorize  the 
'State  of  Tennessee  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  re- 
served to  this  State  by  the  cession  act,"  to  which 
said  act  the  assent  or  Congress  is  hereby  ffiven, 
so  far  as  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  ob- 
jects of  this  compact ;  subject  nevertheless  to  the 
following  express  conditions ;  that  is  to  say, 

First  That  all  entries  of  lands,  rights  of  lor 
cation,  and  warrants  of  surveys,  and  all  interfe- 
ring locations,  which  might  be  removed  by  the 
aforesaid  act  of  cession  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolitaa,  and  which  are  good  and  valid  in  law, 
and  which  were  not  actually  located  west  and 
south  of  the  hereinbefore  described  line,  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  and  all  interfering  grants 
which  are  good  and  valid  in  law,  and  which  have 
been  located  east  and  north  of  the  said  line,  shall 
be  located,  and  the  titles  thereto  perfected,  within 
the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. 


Sec(mdly,  That  the  Sute  of  TeaocBee  shall 
appropriate  one  hundred  thoosaAd  acres,  which 
snail  ne  located  in  one  entire  tract,  within  the 
limits  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  Cherokee  la- 
dians,  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
entitled  '^  An  act  for  opening  the  land  office  for  the 
redemption  of  specie  and  other  certificates,  and 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  anny,^  lassed 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seren  hundred  aad 
eighty-three ;  and  shall  be  for  the  uae  of  two  col- 
leges, one  in  east,  and  one  in  west  Tennessee,  to 
be  established  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  and  oae 
hundred  thousand  acres  in  one  tract,  within  the 
limits  last  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  academies,  one 
in  each  county  in  said  State,  to  be  established  by 
the  L^islature  thereof ;  which  said  several  tracts 
shall  be  located  on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  and  subject  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  thef  Legislature  of  the  State,  bni  shall 
not  be  granted  or  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars 
per  acre.;  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  ^  the 
lands  aforesaid,  shall  be  vested  in  funds  for  the 
respective  uses  aforesaid,  forever.  And  the  Sute 
of  T^nessee  shall,  moreover,  in  issuing  grants 
and  perfecting  titles,  locate  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  to  every  six  miles  square  in  the  territory 
hereby  ceded,  where  existing  claims  will  allow 
the  same,  which  shall  be  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  children,  for- 
,ever.  Provided^  That  nothing  contained  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  Indian  titk  or 
to  subject- the  United  States  to  the  expense  of 
extinguishing  the  same.  And  provided  auo.  That 
the  lowest  price  of  all  lands  granted  or  sold  within 
the  ceded  territory,  shall  be  the  same  as  shall  be 
established  by  Congress  for  the  lands  of  the  Hal- 
ted States.  And  provided,  nevertheless^  That  the 
people  residing  in  sa\d  State,  south  of  French, 
Broad,  and  Holston,  and  west  of  Big  Pigeon  rir- 
ersjptovided  for  by  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  shall  be  secured  in  their  respective 
rights  of  occupancy  and  pre-emption,  and  shall 
receive  titles  for  such  quantities  as  they  may  re- 
spectively claiin,  including  their  improvemeats, 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each, 
nor  exceeding  the  quantities  they  hav^e  heretofore 
claimed  respectively,  according  to  their  conditional 
lines,  where  such  have  been  established,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre.  And  pnnvidei 
Jurther^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  enable  any  person  or  persons  until 
authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  or  Ten- 
nessee, to  locate  any  warrants  issued  under  tbe 
authority  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  withia 
the  limits  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  said  Statei 
entitled  "An  act  foj  opening  the  land  oflice  for  the 
redemption  of  specie  and  other  certificates,  aa^ 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,"  passed 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aod 
eigbty-three. 

S£c.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  the 
territory  hereinbefore  ceded  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
ncsseCj  shall  not  contain  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
land  nt  for  cultivation,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  tne  originu  act  of  cessiflOi 
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including  the  lands  within  the  limits  reserved  t)y 
the  State  of  Norrh  Carolina  to  the  Cherokee  Ita- 
dians,  to  perfect  all  existing  legal  claims  charged 
thereon  by  the  conditions  contained  in  this  act  of 
cession,  Congress  will,  hereafter,  provide  hy  law 
for  perfecting  such  as  cannot  be  located  in  the 
territory  aforesaid,  oat  of. the  lands  lying  west  or 
south  of  the  before  described  line« 
Approved,  April  18,  1806. 


An  Act  autfaoriiing.ft  detadimeiit  from^  Militb  of 

the  Umted  Statec 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  at 
such  time  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  require 
of  the  Executives  of  the  sereial  States,  to  take 
effectual  measures  to  organize,  arm,  and  eqoip, 
according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  mardi 
at  a  moment's  warning,  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  one  hundred  thousand  mUitia,  officers  in- 
cluded, to  be  apportioned' b)^  the  President  of  the 
Unitea  States,  t^y  the  militia  returns  of  the  last 
year,  in  cases  where  such  returns  were  made,  and 
in  cases  where  such  returns  were  not  made  the 
last  year,  by  such  other  data  as  he  st^all  judge 
equitable. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  /uriher  enacted^  That  the 
President  may,  if  he  shall  fudge  it  expedient,  an- 
thori2e  the  Eveeutives'  of  the  several  States  to 
accept,  an. part  of  the  said  detachment,  any  corps 
of  volunteers,  who  shall  engage  to  conttnue  m 
service  six  months  after  they  arrive  at  the  pkce 
of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  3.  Attd  be  it  furrier  eimeted,  That  the  de- 
tachment of  militia  and  volunteers  aforesaid, 
shall  be  officered  out  of  the  present  militia  offi- 
cers, or  others,  at  the  option  and  direction  of  the 
Constitutional  authority  in  each  State,  respect- 
ively ;  the  President  of  the  United  States  appor- 
tioning the  general  officers  among  the  respective 
States  as  he  may  deem  nroper. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  jurtker  enacted^  That  the 
said  detachment  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve 
a  longer  time  than  six  months  after  they  arrive 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  and  that,  during  the 
time  of  their  service,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  pay,  rations,  and  allowance  for  clothing^ 
that  are  established  by  law,  as'  the  pay,  rations, 
and  allowance  for  clothing  of  the  Army  of  th^ 
United  States. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  ana  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  call  into  actual  service  any 
part,  or  the  whole  of  the  said  detachment,  when 
ne  shall  judffe  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States 
require  it  3  if  a  pKart  of  the  said  detachment  only 
shall  be  called  into  actual  service,  they  shall  be 
taken  from  such  part  thereof  as  the  President  in 
his  discretion  shall  deem  most  proper. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tv^o 
millions  of  dollars  be,  and  are  hereby  appropria- 
ted, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
such  part  of  the  said  detachment  as  may  be  called 
into  service. 


Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  an  act, 
entitled  ^^An  act  directing  a  detachment  fronl  the 
mili4ia  of  the  United  States,  aiid  for  erecting  cer- 
tain arsenals,"  approved  the  third  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundre<t  and  three,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  .8.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue,  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  nmkiBg  ai^ropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six. 

'  Beit  enacted,  f  c,  That  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list,  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  deiwrtments 
and  officers ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
iHilties  und  grants ;  for  the  support  of  the  mint 
escablishment ;  for  the  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  light- 
houses^ beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers ;  for  the 
defraying  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Missis- 
sippi; and  for  satisfying  <:ertain  miscellaneous 
elaimsj'the  foUowing  sums  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensations  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  session 
of  four* months  and  a  half  continuance,  two  httn*- 
dred  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  thirty-two  thousand  dolbrs. 

Wot  all  contingent  expenses  of  the  library,  and 
Librarian's  allowanee  tor  the  vear  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  und  six,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to-  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
including  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  for 
compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  one 
tbousfitid  seven  hjandred  and  ninety-nine,  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  Incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
th^  said  department,  four  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  copies  of  the 
laws  of  the  first  session  of  the  ninth  Congress, 
and  printing  the  laws  in  newspaper?,  eight  thou* 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  special  messengers  charged  with  despatch* 
es^wo  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis 
office,  including  those  engaged  on  the  business 
belonging  to  the  late  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  twelve  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars. 
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For  the  expeDse  of  translatiog  forei^  laogaa- 
eesy  atlowaoce  to  the  person  employed  in  receir- 
iDg  and  transmitting  passports  and  «ea  letters,  sta- 
tionery and  printing,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the, 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  twelve  thousand  nine iiundred  and  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expensed  of  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  «mploy^  in  his  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenfy.  dollars 
and  ninety-three  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  fire  hundred  dol- 
lats. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  six  thotisand  two 
nundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five 
cents. 

For  expense  «f  Stationery/ printixw,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasur- 
er's office,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea*- 
ury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in'  his  office, 
sixt«en  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing  in' the 
Register's  office,  (including  books  for  the  public 
Block  and  for  the  arraoffement  of  the  marine  pa- 
pers,-) two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  theCooii- 
miSsioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred 
and  fiAy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to>  the  clerks  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  making  drao|[bts  of  the  several 
surreys  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  in  keep- 
ing the  books  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 
aaies  of  lands  at  the  several  land  offices,  three 
thousand  foUr  huiMlred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  continffeat  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  four  thonsand  dollacs. 

For  defray  mg  the  expenses  incident  to  the  sta- 
ting and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aiMl  six,  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  purchasing  books,  maps,  and  charts  for  the 
use  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  Superintendent  em- 
ployed to  secun;  the  buildings  and  records  of  the 
Treasury,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hrundred  and  six,  incloding  the  expense  of  two 
watchmen,  and  for  the(repair  of  two  fire  engines, 
buckets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidemal  expenses, 
one  thousand-  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretanr  of  War, 
clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eleven 
thouirtind  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printmg, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  war,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 


War  Department,  clerks  and  persons  em^<mA 
in  his  office,  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thoa- 
sand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  emj^yei  in  the 
Paymaster's  office,  one  thousand  eight  koadred 
dollars. 

For  fuel  in  the  safd  office,  ninety  dolhrs. 

For  cocnnefisation  to  the  Panrevor  of  Poyk 
Supplies,  clerks,  vsd  persons  employed  ia  \ss 
office,  inchidin'g  a  sum  of  twelve  hundred  doBan 
for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  tls 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  day  of 
Mar6h,  one  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  apd  for' expense  of  stationery^  store  rent, 
and  fuel  for  the  said  office,  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  expeosn  incidental  to  the  removal  of  tb« 
Purveyor's  office  to  German  town,  durisf  the 
prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  Phitadelphia, 
m  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Etc, 
one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nity, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  iscloo- 
ing  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollarsL  in  additioa 
to  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  dolian, 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  oae 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine^  sine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingeht  expenses  in  the  office  of  tke  Sec* 
retary  of  tb«  Navy,  two  ^on^^nd  dollars. 

For  compensation  fo  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  hii  office, 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  one  haodtei 
dollars  for  compensation  to  his  clerks^  in  addidea 
to  the  sum  -allowed  by  the  act  of  the  secoad  of 
Marohf  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nioelj- 
nine,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  seven  hundred  and  fifcr 
dollars.  * 

For  oomronsation  to  the  Postmaster  Gencnl 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks  and  pa- 
sons  employed  in  the  Postmaster  General^s  omce. 
including  a  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hunditj 
and  ninety-five  dollars,  for  compensation  to  bh 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  sc: 
of  the  seco9d  of  March,  one  thonsand  seven  hoit- 
dred  and  ninety-nine,  thirteen  thousand  nine  haa- 
dred  and  fifty-nve  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  candles.  house>rent  for  the 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  dbc,  exclusive  of  ex- 
penses of  prosecution,  ^rtmanteaus,  mall  locks, 
and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  departroeot 
these  being  paid  for  by  the  Postmaster  GenenL 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  office,  two  thousand  Sre 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  incurred  by  removal  of  the  lean 
office  from  New  York,  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  epidemic  fever  in  the  year  one  thousand  e^ht 
hundred  and  five,  one  hundred  dollars. 
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For  expenses  ioctirred  hj  renrovftl  of  the  loan 
:>ffice  from  t^hiladelpbia,  daring  the  'preTftleDce  of 
the  epidemic  ferer^  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  "^re,  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  ttie  sereral 
[Commissioners  of  Loans,  and  an  alldwanee  to  eer- 
ain  loan  officers,  in  li<$a  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  de- 
ray  the  authorized  expenses  of  the  several  loan 
offices,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  clerk-hire  in  the 
office  of  the  Gommisaioner  of  Loans  of  the  State 
»f  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of  the  removal 
»f  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
he  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  to  the  per- 
nanent  seat  of  Gov^nment,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General, 
ind  the  clerks  employed  by  him,  ana  for  expense 
)f  stationery  and  other  contingencies  of  the  Stir- 
revor  GfeneraPs  office,  three  thousand  two  hv^ndred 
iollars. 

For  coiil))ertsation  to  the  Smrveyor  of  the  lands 
iouth  of  the  State  of  Tenbes^ee,  clerks  employed 
n  his  office,  stationery  and  other  contingencies, 
hreethoutend  two  hnndred  doHai^. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  lif  im : 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars; 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred,  ddl- 
ars; 

The  Assayer,  one  tkoi^nd  five  hundred  dol- 
ars; 

The  Chief  Coiner,~Y>ne  diott^and  fire  htindred 
Iollars ; 

The  Melter  and  Reiper^  «ie  tbooinid  five  him- 
Ired  dcdlan; 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  twokcftdzdl  dol- 
ars;      . 

One  clerk,  at  ^even  hundred  dollars; 

And  two,  at  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

For  the  wag^  of  persoos  employed'  in  the  dif- 
erent  branches  of  melting,  coining,  carpenter's, 
nill- Wright's,  and  smith's,  work,  including  the  sum 
height  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  allowed  to  an 
issistant  coiner  and  die  forger,  who  also  oversees 
he  execution  of  the  iron  worl^  six  thousand  two 
iundred  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  fnrnacea,  costs  of  roUers  and 
crews,  timbet,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and 
or  all  other  contingencies  of  the  mint,  fouf  tnou- 
and  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,,  including 
he  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
Iollars,  for  the  salaries  from  the  first  of  October  to 
he  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
lundred  and  four,  fifteen  thousand  seven  hun£ed 
nd  fiQy  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
xecutive  officers  of  the  said  Territory ,  including 
he  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight 
mndred  and  five,  and  for  express  hire,  and  com- 
pensation of  an  Indian  interpreter,  three  thousand 
ieven  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationety,  office  rent,  and  other 
'Otttittgent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory,  and  to 


make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  five 
hundred  ahd  eighty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  five  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gk^vernor.  Judges,  and 
S^retary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ^ty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory,  tkrce 
hundred  aind  fifty  dollai^. 

For  compensation  to  the  Cbvernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  including  a 
deficiency  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sev- 
enty nve  dollars,  in  the  appropriation  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  said  Government,  seven  thousand  seren 
hundred  and  twenty-five  doliats. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contin.gent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  to 
deiray  similar  eMienses  and  others  attending  the 
organization  of  the  Government  in  the  year  one 
thousand  cffffht  hundred  and  five,  niiie  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gk)venior,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  inclodiuff 
a  deficiency  of  tWo  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  for  the 
support  of  the  aaid  Government,  seven  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  aeUars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  othtr 
ebntingent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory^for  the 
years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fire,  and 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  fire  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dt^ars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department, 
not  otherwise  provided  fbr,  as  shall  have  been 
admitted  ina  doe  course  of  settlement  at  the  Trea- 
sury, and  which  are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the 
usage  thereof,  to  require  paymient  in  specie,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  cbmpensation  to  the  clerks  of 
the  several  Denartments  of  State,  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  not  ex- 
ceeding, for  each  depibrtment,  respectively,  fiAeen 
per  centum,  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed  by 
the  acl,  entitled  *'An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  derlbi,"  eleVen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eigbty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  mnted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice, 
and  two  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  the  Judge  of 
the  Di9trict  of  Orleans^  including  a  deficiency  in 
the  appropriation  for  his  compensation  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  fifty-six 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensation  granted  to  the  ser- 
eral  District  Attorneys  of  the  United  States, 
three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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For  compeosatioa  to  the  MarshaU  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Maine,  Nev^  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  £ast  and  West  Tennessee,  and  Or- 
leans, one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  and  likewise  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  prosecution  for  ofieoees 
ag:ainst  tne  United  States,  and  for  afekeepang  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
by  the  late  Government,  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  pavment  of  an  annuity  gran^d  to  the 
children  of  tne  late  Colonel  John  Harding,  and 
Major  Alexander  Trueroan,  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  the  fourteenth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  paymentpf  the  annual  allowance  to  the 
invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  to  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven,  ninety-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and.  public  piers,  and 
Btakeage  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and.certain 
contingent  expenses,  eighty-one  thousand  and 
eiffhty-eight  dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  a  commission  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  to  the  commissioners  who  super- 
intended the  erection  of  public  piers  in  the  river 
Delaware,  four  hundred  and- forty-eight  dollars 
and  seven ty-one  cents. 

For  fixing  bpoys  in  Long  Island  Sound,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sums  heretofore  apDropriated  for 
ihkl  obiect,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, thirty-nine  thousand  and  &(ty  dollars* 

For  the  expenses  of  the  interooorse  between 
the  United  Sutes  and  the  Barbary  Powers,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  the  Consuls  at  the 
several  Barbary  Powers,  forty-nine  thoasand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  continent  expenses  of  the  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  twenty-six  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fift^  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  the  Barbary  Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  sixth  article  of  the  British  Treaty,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Towards  completing  the  surveys  of  public 
lands  in  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  and 
Mississippi  Territories,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  slich  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  tot  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  adn»itted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  th^  Treasury;  and  which  are  of  a 
nature,  according  to  the  usaye  thereof,  to  require 
payment  in  specie,  four  thousand  df^llais. 


.  For  defraying  the  expenses  iocident  to  th«  in- 
vestigation of  claims  under  the  Freoeh  Coores- 
tion  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thoasand  eigsi 
hundred  and  three,  in  addition  to  the  $0015  kat- 
tofore  appropriated  to  thai  parpose^  six  thonsaiHl 
dollars. 

For  the  re^ef  and  protection  of  Stressed 
American  seamen,  seven  thousand  five  kaodred 
dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  nt  Lottdo&,?iris, 
and  Madrid,  for  prosecuting  claima  in  reUiuaio 
captures,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  tne  amount  admitted  at  the  Tieasory  ai 
due,  on  the  first  of  ianoary,  one  thousand  sctsi 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  to  the  l^gal  represents* 
tiyes  of  the  late  Baron  de  Beaamarekaii^  for  mili- 
tary stores  furnished  the  United  Stales  duria; 
the  late  war,  including  interest  on  the  same,  s 
sum  not  exceeding  seventy-nine  thousand  doUsn. 

For  exploring  the  waters  of  the  country  ceded 
by  the  convention  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  and  esiabiidh 
ing  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes  inhabitiaf 
the  same,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shali  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  koa- 
dred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  hj  an  act  makiag 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  ind 
out  ofmoneys  in  the  Treasurjr,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 


An  Act  makhig  provision  far  the  eompenstfmi  of  wit- 
nesses who  attended  the  trial  of  tbm  impssehnettlaf 
8smaelC%ase. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  td  ereiy  witness  na- 
moned  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachmeat  d 
Samuel  Chase,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  md 
for  every  day^s  attendance  apon  the  said  tnaithc 
sum  of  three  dollars ;  and,  also,  lor  mileage  it  the 
rate  of  twelve  and  an  half  cents  for  every  mile 
distance  coming  to  the  City  of  Washingtoa,  and 
returning  to  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  the 
witnesses,  respeetivelj. 

Sec.  3.  4w  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the.  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  8> 
certain  and  certify  the  amonnt  dae  to  each  wit* 
ness  for  attendance  and  mileage;  which  certifi- 
cate shall  be  a  sufiicient  voucher  to  entitle  tte 
witfiess  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  the  amount  certified  to  be  due,  oa- 
less  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Sgc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  tod^ 
fray  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  under  the  pro* 
visions  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  of  anjr  money  it 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  nfpl^ 
mentsjy  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Maval  Peact  Es- 
tablishment, and  for  other  purpoaes.** 

Be  it  enadedf  ^.,  That  the  second  and  fourth 
sections  of  <^  An  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
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Isiablishmenty  and  for  other  purposes,"  be,  and 
le  same  are  hereby  repealed. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  be.  and  hb  is 
ereby,  authorized  to  keen  in  actoal  service,  in 
me  of  peace,  so  many  or  the  frigates  and, other 
ublic  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  in 
is  judgment  the  nature  of  the  service  may  re- 
jire,  and  to  causse  the  residue  thereof  to  be  laid 
>  in  ordinary  in  convenient  ports.  ^ 

Sec.  3.  Avid  he  it  fuTiher  enacted^  That  the 
iblic  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  in  ae- 
lal  service,  in  time  of  peace,  shall  be  officered 
id  manned,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
tates  shall  direct:  Provided^  That  the  officers 
lall  not  exceed  the  following  numbers  and 
rades ;  that  is  to  say,  thirteen  captains,  nine  mas- 
»rs  commandant,  seyenty-two  lieutenants,  and 
ae  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen ;  but  the  said 
OBcers  shall  receive  no  more  than  half  their' 
lODthly  pay,  durine  the  time  when  they  shall 
ot  be  under  orders  for  actual  service:  Andpro- 
ided  further^  That  the  whole  number  of  able 
iamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  shall  not  ex- 
ied  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  ;  but  thePresi- 
ent  may  appoint,  for  the  vessels  in  actual  ser- 
ice,  so  many  surgeons,  surgeons'  metes,  sail- 
igmasters,  chaplains,  pursers,  boatsvTains,  gun- 
ers,  sailmakers,  and  carpenters,  as  may~  in  his 
pinion  be  necessary  and  proper. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806.  "^ 


.n  Act  for  the  legiilalaon  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Ibr  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^.,  That  the  circuit  court  for 
ITashington  county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,^ 
Imll  hereafter  commence  and  be  held  on  the  first 
londay  in  June  in  each  year,  instead  of  the 
>urth  Monday  in  July,  as  now  fixed  by  law ;  and 
le  circuit  court  for  Alexandria  county,  in  aaid 
istrict,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jnly,  instead  of 
le  fourth  Monday  in  June,  as  now  established ; 
nd  that  the  circuit  court  for  Washinfftoneoonty, 
'hich  now  stands  adjpurned  to  the  fourth  Mod- 
By  in  July  next,  shall  bef,  and  in  hereby  ad- 
mrned  to  the  first  Monday  in  Jane  next ;  and 
le  circuit  court  for  Alexandria  count v  shall  be 
djourned  to,  aild  held  on  the  first  Monday  in 
Illy  next;  and  that  all  process  whatsoever,  now 
sued,  or  that  may  be  issued  in  the  respective 
Dunties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,  in  said 
istrict,  returnable  to  the  fourth  Mondays  in  June 
nd  July  next,  respectively,  or  to  any  particular 
ay  in  the  first,  second,  or  other  succeedme  weeks 
Dring  the  said  terms,  as  heretofore  estaolished, 
laU  be  returnable,  and  returned  to  the  first  Mon- 
ays  in  June  and  July  next,  or  to. corresponding 
ays  in  the  first,  second,  or  other  succeeding 
reeks  during  the  said  terms,  respectively,  as  now 
y  this  law  established;  and.  all  causes,  reeo^- 
izances,  pleas,  and  prooeedinffs,  civil  ana  crimi- 
al,  returnable  to,  and  depenaing  before  the  said 
ourts,  at  the  respective  times  of  holding  the 
Imejis  heretofore  established,  shaU  be  reiarn^ 


and  continued  to  the  said  first  Monday  in  June 
aud  July  next,  in  the  same  counties,  respectively, 
in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  said  causes,  recog- 
nizances, pleas  and  proceedings,  had  been  regu- 
larly returned  or  continued  to  the  said  respective 
times  appointed  by  thb  act,  for  holding  the  said 
courts. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiariher  enacted,  That  the 

grovislons  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
ef of  insolvent  debtors  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," shall  extend  to  any  debtor  who  mav  have 
been^or  hereafter  shall  be.  arrested  and  h  olden  to 
bai)  m  the  said  district,  ana  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest,  sh|iU  have  been  a  resident  in  the  said  district 
one  year  next  preceding  his  arrest. 
Approved,  Apdl  21, 1806. 

An  Act  oontinning  in  force  for  a  further  time,  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Barbaiy  Powers. 

JSe  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  foar,  entitled  ^'An  act  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  coinmerce  and  seamen  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,''  as  is 
contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act.  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  continued  in  force  until  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  supplementaiv  to  an  act,  entitled  '<An  act  for 
ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
land,  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  every  person  or  persons 
claiming  a  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  to  whicn  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, and  who  had  commenced  an  actual  settle- 
ment on  such  tract,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred,  and  had  continu- 
ed actually  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  dur- 
ing the  term  of  three  years  from  the  time  when 
such  actual  settlement  bad  commenced,  and  prior 
to  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  eignteeU  nun- 
dred  and  three,  shall  be  considered  as  having  made 
such  settlement  with  the  permission  of  the  proper 
Spanish  officer,  although  it  may  not  be  m  the 
power  of  such  person  or  persons  to  produce  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  such  permission. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  every 

Cirson  or  persons  rightfully  claiming  a. tract  of 
ndj  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
paent,  shall  be  confirmed  in  his  or  their  claims,  if 
otherwise  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act,  although  the  person  or  persons,  under  whom 
the  claim  or  claims  originated,  were  not  at  the 
time  wKen  the  same  originated,  above  the  age  of 
twentv-one  ^ears :  Provided,  That  the  tract  of 
land  thus  claimed,  had  been  for  the  space  of  ten 
consecutive  years,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
December, eighteen  nundred  and  three,  in  the<}uiet 
possession  of,  and  actually  inhabited  and  cultivat- 
ed by  suck  person  or^rsons,  or  for  hit  or  their  use. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  That  tlie 
time  fixed  bv  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, for  delivering  to  the  register  of  the  proper 
land  office,  notices  in  writing,  and  the  written  evi- 
dences of  claims  to  the  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  extended,  tlLl 
the  first  day  of  January  next ;  and  persons  deliver- 
ing such  notices  and  evidences,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  benefits  as  if  the  same  had  been  delivered, 
prior  to  the  firs^  day  of  March  last;  but  the  rights 
of  such  persons,  as  shall  neglect  so  doing,  within 
the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall  be  barred^  and 
the  ^evidences  of  their  claims  never  after  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  pro- 
vided by  the  foarth  section  of  theactto  which  this 
act  is  a  supplement^ in  relation  to  claims,  notices, 
and  written  evidences  of  which,  should  not  be 
delivered,  prior  to  the  said  first  day  of  March  lasL 

Sto.  4.  And  be  Ufitrther  ^nabted^  That  the 
regiaters  of  the  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Ofw 
leaas,  respectively,  l>e,and  thiey  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  appoint  so  many  deputies,  not  exceeding 
one  for  each  county,  in  their  respeetivc  diatrict& 
as  they  may  think  necessary ;  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  receive,  enter,  and  file  notices,  and  to  receive 
and  record  written  evidences  of  claims  to  lands 
lying  in  the  county,  or  counties,  to  them  res]>ect- 
ively  assigned,  in  the  same  manner  aa  the  re^ster 
might  do ;  and,  aliso^  to  transmit  to  the  register  the 
said  noticea  and  evidences,  or  such  transcripts  of 
abstracts  of  the  same,  as  the. said  register,  or  the 
commissioners,  may  direct;,  and  generally  to  do 
and  perform  all  such  acu,  in  rmtion  to  si4ch 
claims,  as  the  said  register  n^y  direct.  Persons 
having  claims  to  lapd,  may,  deliver  the  notices  an^ 
evidences  of  the  same,  at  their  optioQ,  eithw  to 
th,e  register  of  the  proper  land  offipe.  or  to  his  dep- 
uty, for  the  county  in  which  such  land  lies;  and 
eacaof  the  said  deputies  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  recording  fees,  allowed  to  the.  register^  by  the 
act  to,  which  this  act  is  a  supplement, and  m  addi- 
tion thereto,  (or  a  oomj^nsation  of  five  hundred 
dollars  in  full  for  all  niy  services,)  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  for  every  claim  filed  ,with  him,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  carrying 
into  efiect  the  act  to  which,  tois  act  is  a  supple- 
ment. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further,  enacted^  That  the 
commissioners,  appointed,  fpr  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining, the  rights  of. person?  claiming  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  shall,  in  their  respective 
districts,  have  the  same  powers,  and  perform  the 
same  duties,  in  relation  to  the  claims  tnus  filed  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next,  as  ii  notice  of 
the  same  hac)  been  given  before  the  first  day  of 
March  last,  and  as  was  provided  by  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  in  relation  to  the 
claims  therein  described.  Transcripts  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  said  commiissioners,  and  reports  of 
the  claims  filed  in  conformitv  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall  be  made  ana  transmitted,  as  was 
provided  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  claims  therein  described. 
It  shall  likewise  be  the  d«y  of  the  said  commis 
sionersj  to  inouire  into  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  claims  wnioh  may  arise  l^m  a  right,  or  sup- 


posed  right,  to  a  doable  or  additional  cosees»ka 
on  the  back  of  grants  or  concessions  heretofoce 
made,  or  from  grants  or  coQcessioos  heretoTofe 
made  to  minors,  and  not  embraced  bj  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  or  from  grants  or  concessioot 
made  by  the  Spanish  Goverameat,  sobstqneDt  to 
the  first  day  ot  April,  one  thousand  eipt  han- 
dred.  fbr  lands  which  were  actually  seid«4  and 
inhabited  on  the  twentieth  dav  of  Decemte,<me 
thousand  eight.hundred  and  three;  and  to  makes 
special  report  thereon  to  the  Secsetary  of  ite 
Treasury ;  which  report  shall  be,  by  him,  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  ensuing  session.  And 
the  lands  which  may  be  embraced  by  soch  report, 
shall  not  be;  otherwise  disposed  oi^  aotiJ  a  de- 
oisioA  of  Congress  shall  have  been  had  there- 
upon. 

S£c.  6.  And  be  UJurther  encLcied,  That  each  of 
die  registers  aforesaid^  shall,  in  additioa  to  his 
other  enioluments,  receive  a  compensation  of  &ve 
hundred  dollars  for  the  services  to  be  performed 
under  this  act  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Jasoaij 
next;  and  each  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid, 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  a  day.  for 
every  day's  actual  attendance  on  the  doties  of  hii 
office,  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  January  next; 
Premdedf  That  the  whole  amount  of  cofopeasa- 
(ion  thus  allowed,  shall  not,  for  any  commissioaer, 
exceed  two  thousand  dollars :  And  pnntided^ait^ 
That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  may,  if 
he  shall  think  proper,  reduce,  after  the  first  dtf  of 
January  next,  the  number  of  cooamissiooen  oa 
either  or  both  boards,  to'qpe  ot  two  penoo^aad 
in  case  of  such  redoetion .  the  rnwmiiHanrr  on 
commissioners  constituting  the  board,  shall  baie 
the  same  powers  which  are  vested  by  this  act,  or 
by  the  act  to  which  this  act  ia  a.  sappkemeat,  ia 
the  board  eatabltahed  bv.  the  act,  to  which  this 
act  is  a  supplement.  The  clerk  of  each  of  tte 
boards  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rale  ^ 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year;  the  translators  at 
the  rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  ibe 
agents,  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  rate  of  nfteen.  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
from  the  first  day  of  Jannary  aezt,  to  the  time 
when  each  board  shall  respectively  be  dissolvei 
Prcnidedy  That  no  more  than  one^  year's  eompetr 
sation  be  thus  allowed  to  each  of  the  said  clerks, 
translators,  and  agents :  And  provided^  ate,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  discontine« 
either  one  or  both  of  said  agents,  whenever  he 
shall  think  it  proper. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  U  Jmrtker  enacted^  That  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  aseer- 
taining  the  righu  of  person^  claiming  Irnnds  ia 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  be,  asd 
they  are  hereby  authorized,  if  they  shall  think  it 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  oral  en- 
dence,  either  in  support  of,  or  in  opposition  & 
claims,  which  evidence  could  not  be  given  at  t^ 
usual  place  of  their  sittings,  without  oppressisa 
to  the  parties  or  witnesses,  to  remove  their  siitispt 
or  to  send  for  that  purpose,  one  or  more  members 
of  the  board,  to  such  other  place  or  places  within 
their  respective  districts,  as  they  may  think  neecs- 
aary;  Aad  ea^  of  the  oomousioiieKi  going  foe 
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lat  parpose  to  such  other  place  or  places,  shall, 
I  addition  to  his  compensation,  receive  at  the 
Lte  of  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles,  going 
>  and  returning  from  such  place  or  places:  Pro- 
idedj  That  no  commi^ioner  shall  receive  in  the 
'hole,  on*  that  account  more  than  for  the  dis- 
LDce,  from  the  usual  place  of  the  sittings  of  the 
3ard  to  the  extreme  settlements  within  his  re« 
>ective  district.^ 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  each 
*  the  boards  afor^s^id  shall  prepare,  and  cause  to 
t  prepared,  the  reports  and  transcripts,  which  by 

w  they  are  directed  to  make  to  the  Secretary  fk 
ie  Treasury^  iq  conformity  wjth  such  forms  as 
3  may  prescribe;  and  they  shall  also,  in  their 
;  veral  proceedings  and  decisions,  conform  to  such 
istructions  as  the  said  Secretary  may,  with  tbe 
^probation  of  the  Presidentof  the  Un^ed  States, 
aasmit  to  them  ip^  r«l«^a  thereto. 

Sbo.  9«  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted^  That  the 
irveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee 
3,  and  he  is  hereby  diteoted.  to  appoint  a  princi- 
\l  deputy  for  eacq  of  the  two  land  distrieU'of 
le  Territory  of  OrleaniL  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
\  reside  and  keep  an  office  in  the  said  districts 
spectivelf,  to  execute,  or  cause  to  be  execoted 
f  the  other  deputies,  such  surveys  as  have  been 
r  may  be  aolfaorized  bjr  law,  or  as  the  commis- 
oners  aforesaid  may  direct;  to  file  and  record  all 
ich  surreys,  to  form,  as  far  as  practicable,  oon- 
ected  drafts  of  thia  lands  granted  in  the  district* 
)  as  to  exhibit  the  lands  remainiiig  vacant,  and 
enerally  to  perform  in  such  disuicts  respectively, 
I  conformity  with  the  rcigtdatioas  ana  instruc- 
OD8  of  the  said  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
>uthL  of  the  State  of  Tenbevsee,  the  duties  im* 
osed  by  law  on  said  surreyor.  And  each  of  the 
lid  prmcipal  deputiee  shall  receive  an  annual 
ompensation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  in  ed- 
ition thereto,  the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say: 
n  exanuning  and  recording  the  surveys  executed- 
y  any  of  the  deputies^  at  the  rate  of  twenty»five 
ents  for  ^^^Vf  ^^^  of  the  boundary  line  or  such 
irvey;  and  mr  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  of  a 
irrey  in  the  office,  twenty-five  cents. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
t,  authori2ed,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper, 
)  appoint  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  tor  the 
restern  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  who 
lall  receive  the  same  annual  compensation,  give. 
>curity  in  (he  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
jms,  and  whose  duties  and  authorities  shall,  in 
very  respect,  be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands 
rhich  shall  hereafter  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices, 
3  are  by  law  {Provided  with  respect  to  the  re- 
sirers  of  public  moneys,  in  the  several  offices 
stablished  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
Fnited  States  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above 
le  mouth  of  Kentucky  river.  And  the  said  re.- 
eiver,  and  the  register  of  the  land  office,  for  the 
ame  district,  shall,  whenever  the  public  lands 
within  the  same  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  be  enti- 
led to  the  same  commissions  and  fees,  which  are 
y  law  respectively  allowed  to  the  same  officers, 


north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river. 

Beg.  11.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  Uoited  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  whenever  he  shell  think  it  proper, 
to  direct  so  much  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as 
shall  have  been  surveyed  in  conformity  with  fhe 
provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
piemen  tj  to  be  offi^red  for  sale.  All  such  land 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  '*  number 
sixteen,"  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
ship for  the  support  of  schools  withiti  the  same ; 
with  the  except/on,  also,  of  an  entire  township, 
to  b^  located  by  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury, 
for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  witn 
the  exception,  also,  of  the  salt  springit^  and 'land 
contiguous  thereto,  which,  by  direction  of  the 
President  of- the  United  Slates,  may  be  reserved 
for  fhe  futuT'e  disposal  of  the  said  Stages,  shall 
be  offered  for  sale  (o  the  highest  bidder,  under  the 
direction  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  of  the 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  of  the  principal* 
deputy  surveyor;  and  on  such  day  or  days,  as 
shall,  oy  a  public  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  united  States,  be  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  sales  shall  remain  open  for  three  weeks, 
and  no  longer;  the  land  shall  be  sold  for  a  price 
not  less  than  that  whicli  has  b^en,or  may  be  fixed 
by  law.  for  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  in 
tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be.  by  law  pro- 
vided for  the  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory. The  superintendents  of  the  said  public 
sales  shall  receive  six  dollars  each,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  said  sales.  All  lands,  other 
than  the  reeerred  sections,  and  those  excepted  as 
abore  mentioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing 
of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sale  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  in  the  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as 
are,  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  Uoited  Slates  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory; and  patents. shall  be  obtained  for  all  lands 
granted  or  sold  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms  as  are,  or 
may  be,  provided  by  law  for  lands  sold  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
location,  or  locations  of  land,  which  may  be  made 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  by  Major  GK^neral  La- 
fayette, by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is 
a  supplement,  shall  and  may  be  received,  though 
containing  less  than  one  thousand  acres.  Pro- 
vided.  That  no  such  location  or  survey  shall  con- 
tain less  than  five  hundred  acres. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  cause 
a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  seaeoast  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  Vermillion  bay,  inclusively,  and  as  much 
farther  westwardly  as  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  direct,  and  also  of  the  bays,  in- 
lets, and  navigable  wi^lpra  connected  therewith. 


1279 


APPENDIX. 


12S0 


Public  Acta  of  Ckmgrem, 


Provided^  That  the  expense  of  such  surrey  shall 
not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  U  Jurtker  enacted.  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  carrying  this  act  into  effect. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  registers,  and  re- 
eeirers  of  public  moneys,  of  the  districts  of  Vin- 
eennea  ana  Easkaskias,  respectively,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury,  to  lay 
out  one  or  more  tracts  ot  land  in  their  respective 
districts,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  therein  tracts 
of  land  granted  by  virtue  of  any  legal  French  or 
British  grants,  or  of  any  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
gress. Provided,  That  tlie  tracts  thus  laid  out 
ahall  be,  whenever  practicable,  adjoining  the 
tracts,  which,  in  contbrmity  with  former  laws, 
had  been  laid  out  for  similar  purposes  by  the 
Qovernors  of  the  Northwest  or  Indiana  Territo- 
ries; and  the  tracts  thus  laid  out  shall  not  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  unless  by  order  of  Congress. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
person  or  persons  entitled  to  grants  of  land  by 
virtue  of  any  former  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  are  not  specfifically  designated  in  the 
patents  issued  by  the  Qovernors  aforesaid,  or 
which  have  not  y^t  been  located,  shall  have  a 
right  to  locate  the  same  in  the  tract  or.  tracts,  to 
be  laid  out  in  each  district,  respectively  by  virtue 
of  the  preceding  section;  the  priority  of  such 
locations  shall  be  determined  by  lot,  in  the  ores* 
ence  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  with  whom 
the  location  shall  be  entered ;  and  tne  Surv£yor 
Gkneral  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  at 
the  expense  of  the  parties.  Provided,  Tnat  all 
the  lands  thus  located,  shall,  in  each  tract  laid  out 
for  that  purpose;  be  laid  out  in  a  body,  without 
leaving  any  intervals  of  vacant  land,  and  shall 
each  be  surveyed  in  the  form  of  a  square  or  of  a 
parallelogram,  the  length  of  which  shall  not  ex* 
ceed  three  times  its  breadth. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
registers  and  receivers  aforesaid,  shali  complete 
and  transmit  their  reports  to  the  Secretary  ot  the 
Treasury,  before  the  first  day  of  December  naxL 
Each  of  the  officers  shall  be  allowed  an  additional 
compensation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  each  of 
the  clerks  of  the  respective  boards  shall  be  allow- 
ed an  additional  compensation  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  doHaro^  for  his  services  as  such,  in  rela- 
tion to  such  claims. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the 
district  of  Cincinnati  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  grant  certincates  ot  a  right  of  pre- 
emption to  any  person  residing  on  any  reserved 
section,  other  than  section  "  number  sixteen,"  for 
the  tract  on  which  he  resides,  on  the  applicant's 


producing  satisfactory  eridence  that  his  diim 
was  within  the  provbions  of  the  aeventh  seetica 
of  an  act,  entitled  ""An  act  makinif  prorisioD  fa 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  m  the  Indiasa 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes."  Prodded^ 
That  the  person  shall  exhibit  the  evidoee  of  his 
claim,  and  shall  have  paid  at  least  one  twcotietiL 
part  of  the  purchase  money  .on  or  before  the  fint 
day  of  Aujgust  next.  And  provided,  obo.  That 
such  certincates  shall  not  be  granted  for  aaj  bads 
previously  granted  or  sold,  or  for  a  larger  met 
than  a  quarter  of  a  section,  nor  for  any  other  tnct 
th*an  that  on  which  he  resides,  and  soeh  ks^ 
shall  be  granted  at  the  same  price,  and  oo  the  par- 
ments  being  made,  as  for  other  pablie  lands  sell 
at  private  we. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  regnlftto  and  fix  die  eampenaatioB  of  daks, 
and  te  anthoriie  the  laynig  out  of  ctttua  ftUat 
roads,  and  for  other  pmpoaee. 

Be  itenaotedf  ^^  That  the  Seeretariesof  Stite, 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  apportioa  the 
oompensadons  for  clerks  in  their  respective  de- 
partments in  such  manner  as  the  services  u>  be 
performed  shall,  in  their  judgmoit,  require:  Av- 
vided,  That  the  whole  amount  of  ordiBary  com- 
pensations  for  teleiics  in  the  said  departments,  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  fabowing  sam 
annudlv,  that  is  to  say : 

For  tne  Department  of  State,  seven  thoonad 
one  hundred  and  fifty  doliars. 

For  the  Treasury  Department,  forty-tar  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-seren  dollan  and 
twenty-eight  cents,  that  is  to  say :  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  ten  thoosaad  two 
hundred  ana  ei^ty-nine  dollars  and  eightv-cte 
cents;  in  the  office  of  tfie  'Comptroller  oi  the 
TreasurYj  nine  thousand  and  sixty  seren  dolim; 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  eijght  thoosaad  eight 
hundred  and  eleren  dollars ;  in  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  two  thoansd 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen  doUairs  and  forty-ive 
cents ;  and  in  the  office  oi  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  for- 
ty-two dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  the  Department  of  War,  sixteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty  dollars^  that  is  to  say :  u 
the  office  of  the  Secretary,  six  thousand  thne 
hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  in  the  office  of  tk 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  eisht  thoe- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  in  the  offiM  of  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  one  thousand  seres 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Department  of  the  Nary,  twelve  thos* 
sand  nine  hundred  dollars,  that  is  to  say :  in  tk 
office  of  the  Secretary,  four  thousand  nine  baa- 
dred  dollars ;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Accooouac 
of  the  Navy  Department,  eight  thousand  doUars. 

Sgc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  shali  be^ 
and  hereby  isj  authorized  to  appoint  such  nom2»er 
of  clerks  in  his  office  as  he  shall  judge  proper, and 
to  apportion  their  compensations  in  such  mtnoer 
as  the  services  to  be  rendered  by  each  shall,  in  has 
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iodgmeDt,  require:  Provided.  That  the  whole 
UDOunt  of  ordhmiT  compeDsariona  for  clerks  in 
he  said  office  shall  not  exceed  the  sam  of  nine 
hoasand  three  hundred  and  forty-fire  dollars  an- 
laally. 

Sec.  3.  And  bBifi/ntiheretiaaod,  That  the  Di- 
ector  of  theMiat  he,  and  be  it  hereby,  auihorized 
0  allow  to  one  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  of- 
iee  seven  hundred  dollars  per  ahniUB;  and  the 
aid  Director  is  hereby  authorized  to  expend  the 
orther  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  annually,  in 
tlerk  hire,  in  such  manner  as  his  diaeretioB  shall 
lietate.  And  the  Snrreyor  Gkneral  is  hereby 
llowed  to  expend  twelre  hundred  dollacs,  annu- 
illy,  for  clerk  hire. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  .it  further  enaUed,  That  there 
hall  be  allowed  to  tne  Commissioners  of  Loans 
n  the  States  of  Massachusetta  and  New  York, 
espectlvely,  not  exceeding  five  clerks,  at  the  rate 
)f  five  hundred  dollars  eaclL,  per  annum ;  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Lodns  in  Connecticut,  not  ex- 
feeding  two  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred 
lollars  each,  per  annum ;  to  the  Commissioner  of 
lioans  in  Pennsylvania,  not  exceeding  six  clerks, 
it  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each, annually; 
0  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  id  Virginia  and 
3outh  Carolina,  respectivelv,  not  exceeding  two 
lerks,  at  tlie  rate  of  five  nundred  dollars  each, 
mnually ;  the  aggr^ate  of  compensations  for 
ilerks  emploved  by  either  of  said  Commissioners 
0  be  apportioned  among  (hem  at  his  discretion, 
^nd  there  shall  be  annually  allowed,  in  lieu  of 
lerk  hire,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
[ollars;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loads  for  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  foui^  hundred  dollars ;  to 
he  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State  of  New 
ersey,  three  hundred  dollars ;  and  to  the  Com- 
aissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Maryland  two 
lundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
lompensations  allowed  by  this  act  to  clerks  shall 
iommence  with  the  year  one  thousand  e^ht  hun- 
Ired  and  seven ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretaries  for  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
ury,  War,  and  Navy,  and  of  the  Postmaster 
]leneral  and  Surveyor  General,  and  of  the  Com- 
nissioners  of  Loans  in  the  several  States^  to  re- 
wrt  to  Cooeress,  at  the  beginning  of  each  year, 
he  names  of  the  clerks  they  have  employed,  re- 
spectively, in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  sum 
;iven  to  each;  and  whether  the  bpainess  for 
:lerks  increases  or  diminishes  in  their  respective 
lepartments,  that  Congress  may  be  enaoled  to 
nake  further  arrangements  by  law  respecting 
ilerk  hire.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
eta  ry  of  the  Treasury  particularly  to  report  whe- 
her  the  business  in  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylva- 
lia  shall,  from  year  to  year,  continue  to  require 
he  additional  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  aUow- 
id  by  this  act  for  clerk  hire,  in  consequence  of 
he  removal  of  the  Treasury  Office  from  Pbila- 
lelphia,  in  eighteen  hundred,  to  the  permaitent 
leat  of  Government ;  and  likewise  he  snail  reprort 
;he  necessity,  if  such  shall  continue^  of  employing 
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elerka  on  the  business  belonging  to  the  office  of 
the  U(e  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  hae- 
after,  in  ease  of  the  removal  ef  any  public  office, 
by  reason  of  sickness  which  may  prevail  in  the 
town  or  city  where  such  office  is  loeated,  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  cost  of  such  removal  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  proper  sum  to  be  allowed  for  the 
same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  Uniled  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  cauae  to  be  opened  a  road  from 
the  frontier  of  Georgia  on  the  route  fron  Athena 
to  New  Orleans,  till  the  same  intersects  the  thirty- 
first  d^i^rea  of  north  latitude :  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  more  than  six  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars -in  opening  the  same.  And  to  cause  to  be 
opened  a  road  or  roads  through  the  tenrilory  laic- 
ly  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  river  Mississippi  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  foi^ 
mer  Indian  boundary  Hhe  which  was  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Green viHe:  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  in  opening  the  same  more  than  six 
thousand  dollars.  And  to  cause  to  be  opened  a 
road  from  ftashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
to  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory :  Provi- 
ded, he  shall  not  expend  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars  in  opening  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  to  de- 
fray the  expense  authorized  by  this  act  beyond 
the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Gk>Yernment 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
there  is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  payable  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted. And  that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  ref- 
late and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerke."  which 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hu2idred  and  ninety-nine,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  Janoary  n^t  be,  and  the 
same  is.  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  April  21,  1806. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  the 
following  sums  be^  and  uie  same  are,  hereby  re- 
spectively appropriaied,  that  is  to  say : 

Por  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  and  fifty  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents. 

For  medicine,  instruments,  and  hospital  stores, 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  renairs  of  vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armors 
ers,  freisht,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  four 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps 
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inclading  proTisioDs  for  those  on  shore,  and  forace 
for  the  staff,  sixty-six  thousand  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  fourteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-fife  dollars. 

For  medicine,  medical  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  be* 
longing  to  the  marine  corps,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  quartermaster's  and  barrackmaster's  stores, 
officers^  travelling  expenses,  armorer's  and  car- 
penter's bills,  fuel,  premium  for  enlisting,  musical 
instrument^  bounty  to  music,  and  other  contin- 

Jrent  expenses,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and 
orty-five  dollars. 

Kor  the  expense  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and  other 
improvements,  the  pay  of  superintendents,  store- 
keepers, clerks,  and  laoorers,  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  ordnance,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  marine  barracks  at  the  citv 
of  Washington,  tnree  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  herein  specifically  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  anjr  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  AprU  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land 
in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ic.y  That  the  Governor  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  shall  be, 
and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  lay  out  a  town,  including  the  whole  of 
the  old  town  of  Detroit,  and  ten  thousand  acres 
adjacent,  excepting  such  parts  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  direct  to  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  military  department,  and  shall 
[tear,  examine,  and  finally  adjust  all  claims  to  lots 
therein,  and  give  deeds  for  the  same.  And  to 
every  person,  or  the  legal  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives of  every  person,  who,  not  owing  or 
professing  alleffiance  to  any  foreign  Power,  and 
oeing  al^ve  t&e  age  of  seventeen  years,  did^  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  June,  que  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  when  the  old  town  of  Detroit 
was  burnt,  own  or  inhabit  a  house  in  the  same^ 
there  shall  be  granted  bv  the  Governor  and  the 
Judges  aforesaid,  or  any  three  of  them,  and  where 
they  shall  judge  most  proper,  a  lot  not  exceeding 
the  quantity  of  five  thousand  square  feet. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
land  remaining  of  the  said  ten  thousand  acres, 
after  satisfying  claims  provided  for  by  the  prece- 
ding section,  shall  be  aisposed  of  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  Judges  aforesaia,  at  their  discretion  to 
the  best  advantage,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to 
make  deeds  to  purchasers  thereof;  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  so  disposed  of  shall  be  applied 
by  the  Gk>vernor  and  Judges  aforesaid  tawardi 
building  a  court  house  and  jail  in  the  town  of 


Detroit,  and  the  said  Grovemor  and  Judges  are 
required  to  make  a  report  to  CoD|r'e*s*iA  writing, 
of  their  proceedings  under  this  act. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806« 


An  Act  making  a  fiuther  appropnation  ton^  cob- 
pleting  the  sonth  wing  of  the  Capiloly  at  te  dtf  gf 
WsshLigton. 

.   Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  a  aam  not  exeeeiia^ 
forty  thousand  dollars  shall  be^  and  the  same  is, 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under  the  h- 
rection  of  the  President  of  tne  United  States,  to- 
wards completing  the  sooth  wine  of  the  Capitol, 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  whicn  aaid  sam  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaniry  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  m^eotioned,  (he 
"Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  hnpoiti 
and  tonnage." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  muck  of  the  "^Aec 
to  regulate  the  cdlection  of  duties  on  imports  aod 
tonnage"  as  requires  the  collector  for  the  district 
of  Great  Egg  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, to'  reside  at  Somers'  Point,  be,  and  tbe  same 
hereby  is,  repealed ;  and  the  said  collector  shiil 
reside  at  such  place,  within  said  district,  as  mar 
be  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  Hie 
town  or  landing  place  of  Darien,  on  the  Akta- 
maha  river,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  shall  be  a 

S>rt  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of 
runswick,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  samere^ 
lations  and  restrictions  as  otner  ports  of  deUreiy 
in  the  United  States ;  and  a  surveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  wko 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred  doUirs 
annual  salary,  together  with  the  other  emo/o- 
ments  of  office,  as  fixed  by  existing  laws. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  ThatOcia- 
cocke  inlet,  in  North  Carolina,  together  with 
Shell  Castle  and  Beacon  islands,  and  all  the 
shores,  islands,  shoals,  bays^  and  watos  witbia 
two  miles  of  the  shores  of  said  inlet,  on  each  side 
thereof,  shall  be  a  district,  to  be  called  the  district 
of  Ocracocke;  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  authorized  to  designate  such  place  in  tbe 
said  district  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  be  the 
port  of  ealTj ;  and  a  collector  for  said  district 
shall  be  appointed  to  reside  at  such  port  of  entrr. 
who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emoluments,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  salary  now  allowed  to 
the  surveyor  of  Beacon  island,  and  no  other;  aad 
shall  also  perform  the  duties  neretofore  enjoisMi 
by  law  on  the  said  surveyor ;  but  no  duties  shall 
be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  in  the  said  district 
of  Ocracocke,  on  any  articles  intended  for  aof 
other  port  connected  with  the  waters  of  the  smU 
inlet  of  Ocracocke,  such  only  excepted  ais  may 
be  cast  away  within  the  said  district.  The  office 
of  surveyor  of  Beacon  island  shall  be  henceforth 
abolished,  and  the  masters  or  commanders  of  ev- 
ery ship  or  vessel  coming  in  at  Ocracocke  ialet, 
and  intending  to  unlade  her  caigo,  or  any  part 
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thereof,  at  any  port,  other  than  the  district  of 
Ocracocke,  connected  with  the  waters  of  the  said 
inlet,  as  well  as  the  masters  or- commanders  of 
all  lighters  or  cotstin^  veesels,  who  shall  receive 
g^oods,  wares,  or  merchandise  to  be  transported  to 
any  such  port,  shall  be  bound  to  exhibit  their  re- 
ports and  manifests  to  the  said  collector,  and  to 
perform  all  the  other  duties  which,  by  the  eigh- 
teenth section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reg- 
ilate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," they  are  now  bonnd  to  perform^  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  in  the  inlet  aforesaid. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

Kn  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  regula- 
ting the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the  di^osal 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  8ut^  south  of  the  8ute. 
of  TennQflMe." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  whenever  >any. person 
nrho  shall  have  received  pre-emption  certificates 
from  either  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rights 
3f  persons  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
shall,  by  a  final  judgment  or  decree  of  the  highest 
:ourt  of  law,  or  equity,  in  which  a  decision  could 
^  had,  within  the  said  Territory,  rendered  in  favor 
)f  another  person  claiming  by  virtue  of  a  British 
patent,  lose  the  whole  or  part  of  the  tract  of  land 
:o  which  he  was  entitled  by  virtue  of  such  certi- 
icate,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  for  the  district  where  the  land  lies,  to  repay 
:o  such  person  or  his  assigns^  so  much  of  the  pur- 
;hase  money  as  has  been  paid  by  him  for  the  hind 
:hus  recovered,  by  the  holder  of  the  British  patent, 
[n  all  cases  wnere  only  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land, 
:o  which  any  person  may  be  entitled  by  virtue  oi 
I  certificate  granted  by  the  commissioners  afore- 
said, is  also  claimed  by  the  holder  of  a  British  pat- 
ent, a  patent  may  issue  in  favor  of  the  owners  of 
(uch  certificate,  lor  so  much  of  such  tract  of  land 
IS  is  not  claimed  by  virtue  of  such  British  patent : 
Provided,  That  he  shall  in  every  other  respect 
lave  complied  with  the  provisions  of  theacts  of 
Congress,  regrulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Mis- 
iissippi.  Territory.  And  the  lands  contained  in 
British  *^rants,  which  have  been  duly  recorded  in 
:onformity  with  the  provisions  of  former  laws, 
ind  for  which  certificates  have  not  been  granted 
)y  commissioners  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  disposed 
)f  until  otherwise  directed  by  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  persons 
entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  by  virtue  of  certificates 
granted  by  either  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners 
iforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  till  the  first  day  of  Jan* 
lary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  to 
nake  the  first  payment  of  the  purchase  money  of 
uch  lands :  And  if  any  such  person  shall  neglect 
o  make  such  first  pavment,  on  or  before  the  first 
lay  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
even,  his  right  of  pre-emption  shall  cease  and  be* 
!ome  void. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
he  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  claims 
o  lands  in  the  abovementioned  Territory,  west  of 
^earl  river,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rat^  of  six  dol* 


lars  Yor  every  day  he  shall  attend,  subsequent  to 
the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six :  Provided,  That  such  additional  allow- 
ance shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars^  for  each 
commissioner ;  and  the  agent  appointed  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States  for  the  said  Board  shall  be 
allowed  an  additional  compensation  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  for  the  whole  of  his  services. 
And  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
in  each  of  the  districts  of  the  above  mentioned 
Territory^  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
in  their  districts,  respectively,  and  after  the  disso- 
lution of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  their  dis- 
trict, to  regulate  the  location  of  any  tract  of  land 
lying  within  such  district^  for  which  a  certificate 
shall  have  been  granted  by  the  commissioners, 
whenever  it  shall  appear  that  the  location  speci- 
fied in  such  certificates,  interfere  with  each  other, 
or  do  not  include  the  improvements,  by  virtue  ot 
which  such  certificates  were  granted :  Provided^ 
That  the  said  register  and  receiver  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  allow  anv  location  on  land  not  im- 
proved and  settled,  in  tne  manner  provided  by  the 
former  acts  of  Congress,  regulating  the  grants  of 
land  in  the  abovementioned  Territory ;  nor  to  al- 
low, in  any  case,  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
had  been  allowed  by  the  commissioners. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  reg- 
ister and  recei/er  of  the  district  east  of  Pearl  riv- 
er that  the  settlement  and  occupancy,  by  virtue 
of  which  a  pre-emption  certificate  had  been  grant- 
ed by  the  commissioners,  had  been  made  and  ta- 
ken place,  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  they 
shall  be  authorized  to  grant  to  the  party  a  dona- 
tion certificate,  in.lieu  of  such  pre-emption ;  and 
the  patent  shall  issue  as  in  other  cases  of  donations : 
Provided,  That  application  shall  be  made  for  such 
an  exchange,  and  evidence  produced  of  the  date 
of  such  settlement  and  occupancy,  on  or  before 
the  31st  day  of  December  next. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  land  lying  be- 
tween the  front  street  of  the  city  of  Natchez  and 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by 
north  fourth  street,  and  the  land  granted  to  Stephen 
Minor,  and  on  the  south,  by  the  lands  annexed  to 
the  old  fort,  and  those  granted  to  William  Barland, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  forever  vested  in  the 
corporation  of  said  city,  so  as  not  to  affect  the  le- 
gal or  equitable  claims  of  any  individuals,  or  of 
anybody  politic,  orcorporate.  if  any  such  there  be: 
Provided,  That  the  said  lana,  as  above  described, 
be  neither  cultivated  nor  occupied  by  buildings, 
but  that  it  be  planted  with  trees,  and  preserved  as 
a  common,  for  the  use,  comfort,  and  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  aforesaid,  and  all  other  per- 
sons who  may  occasionally  resort  thither. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  section  No.  16,  shall  fall  upon  land  already 
granted,  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  claim- 
ed  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  locate  another  sectioiL  in  lieu 
thereof,  for  the  use  of  schools,  which  location 
shall  be  made  in  the  saoK  towaship)  if  there  ba 
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any  other  ractnt  section  therein,  and  otherwise, 
in  an  adjoining  township. 

Sec.  7.  Ana  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  Rich- 
mrd  Sparks  be  permitled  to  enter  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  west  of  Pearl 
river,  his  claim  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land,  lying  within  said  district ;  and  that  Rich- 
ard S.  Bryan,  and  George  Brewer,  senior,  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  with  the  register  or  the  land  office 
for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  their  certificate 
of  a  right  of  pre-emption  for  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  lying  within  the  district  last 
mentioned :  and  sucn  entry  of  the  claim  of  the 
said  Richard  Sparks  shall  have  the  same  effect,  as 
if  it  had  been  made  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and 
such  entry  of  the  certificate  of  the  said  Richard 
8.  Bryan  and  George  Brewer,  senior,  shall  have 
the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been  made  within  three 
months  from  the  time  it  was  issued. 

Approved.  April  21, 1806. 

« 

An  Act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^.,  Tiiat  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appiopriated, 
shall  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
enable  toe  President  of  the  United  states  to  cause 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  lo  be 
better  fortified  and  protected. 

Sbc.  2,  And  be  it  /wiher  enaeUd,  That  a  sum 
of  monev.  not  exceed  ins  two  hundbred  and  fifty 
thousanu  dollaVs,  in  addition  to  the  sums  hereto- 
fore appropriated,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
t€a  States  to  cause  to  be  boilt  and  completed  a 
number  of  ffunboats,  not  exoeedinff  fifty,  for  the 
protection  of  the  harbors,  coasts,  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  President  is  hereby 
authorized  to  officer,  man,  and  equip,  any  part,  or 
all  of  said  gunboats,  when  he  shall  judge  the  same 
expedient.  Tor  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
ap])ropriated,  to  defray  any  expense  Which  may 
be  incurred  by  officering,  manning,  and  equipping 
gunboats,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  direct  any  of 
the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  be  sold, 
whenever  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  ves- 
sel is  so  much  out  of  repair,  that  it  will  not  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  Sutes  to  repair  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  of  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  §»  establishing  tnding-bousss  ^th  the  Indian 

tribes. 

Be  it  enaetedj  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  establish 
trading-houses  at  such  posts  and  places  on  the 
frontiers,  or  in  the  Indian  country,  on  either  or 


both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  be  shifl 
judge  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  a  liberal  trade  with  the  several  lodlian  na- 
tions, within  the  United  States,  or  their  terri- 
tories. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enadedj  Tiat  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  beaatbonzed 
to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  Indian  trade  vbose 
duty  It  shall  be  to  purchase  and  take  charge  of 
all  goods  intended  for  trade  with  the  Indian  »- 
tions  aforesaid,  and  to  transtait  the  same  to  s«ck 
places  as  he  shall  be  directed  by  the  PresidenL 
And  he  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  faiik- 
fully  to  execute  the  trust  conitnitted  to  htm,  aai 
that  he  will  not  directly,  or  indirectly,  be  coe- 
cerned,  or  interested  in  any  trade,  commerce,  or 
barter^  but  on  the  public  account  ;  and  he  shall 
also  give  bond,  in  the  peiial  sam  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
united  States,  truly  and  honestly  to  accoooi  for 
all  the  money,  goods,  and  other  property,  what- 
ever, which  shall  come  into  his  hands,  or  for 
which  in  good  faith  he  ought  so  to  account,  and 
to  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this 
act ;  and  his  accounts  shall  be  made  up  quarter 
yearly,  and  transmitted  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  tk 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  shall  receive  asas- 
nual  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  quar- 
ter yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  an  agent  for  each  trading-hoase 
established  under  the  oro visions  of  thbact*,  and 
every  such  agent  shall  eive  bond  with  sofficiest 
security  in  such  sum  as  tne  President  shall  direct 
truly  and  honestly  to  account  for  all  the  moDfT. 
goods,  and  other  property,  whatever,  which  sltali 
come  into  his  hands,  and  for  which  he  oogM  so 
to  account,  and  to  perform  all  the  duties  required 
of  him  by  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  it  diaB 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  said  agents  tqpeceire. 
from  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and  dis- 
pose of,  in  trade  with  the  hidian  nations  aforesaid 
such  goods  as  may  be  transmitted  to  him  by  tbe 
said  superintendent,  to  be  received  and  disposed 
of  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  rules  and  orden 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  sh&L 
prescribe;  and  every  such  agent  shall  take  an  oatb 
or  affirmation,  faithfully  to  execnte  the  trust  com- 
mitted  to  him ;  and  that  he  will  no^  directly  cc 
indirectly,  be  concerned  or  interested  m  any  tradt 
commerce  or  barter,  but  on  the  public  accoaat 
and  he  shall  render  an  account  quarter  yearly  ^ 
the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  of  aU  moe?f. 
goodflL  and  other  property  whatsoever,  w^ 
shall  be  transmitted  to  him,  or  which  shall  ceaie 
into  his  hands,  or  for  which,  in  good  fait&.  he 
ought  to  account;  and  he  shall  transmit  dupli- 
cates of  his  accounts  to  the  Secretary  ot  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  tiade,  the  agents,  their 
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clerks,  or  other  perBoos  employed  by  them,  shall 
not  be,  directly  or  iodirectly,~coiiterned  in  export- 
ing to  a  foreign  eountry  any  peltries  or  furs,  be- 
loDgiog  to  the  Uoited  States^  or  interested  in  carry- 
ing on  the  business  ^f  trade  or  commerce,  on  their 
own,  or  any  other  than  the  public  account,  or  take 
or  apply  to  his  or  their  otvn  use,  any  emolument 
or  gam  for  negotiating  or  transacting  any  business 
or  trade,  during  his  or  their  appointment,  a^ncy 
or  employment  other  than  proTided  by  this  act, 
or  excepting  for,  or  on  account  of  the  United 
States.    And  if  any  such  person  shall  offend 
against  any  of  the  prohibitions  aforesaid,  he  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall. 
upon  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  to  the  United 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  shall  be  removed  from  such  office,  a^ncy,  or 
employment,  and  forever  thereafter  be  incapable 
of  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States: 
ProvitUd^  That  if  any  person,  other  than  a  pub- 
lic prosecutor,  shall  give  information  of  any  such 
offence,  upon  which  a  prosecution  and  conviction 
shall  be  nad,  one  half  of  the  aforesaid  penalty, 
when  received,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  person 
frivlDg  such  information:  And  provided  aito,  That 
if  such  misdemeanor  be  committed  by  the  super* 
intendent  of  Indian  trade,  or  by  any  agent,  it  snail 
be  deemed  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  his  bond, 
and  the  penalty  thereof  ma^  be  recovered  in  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdtetion  of  ohe  same. 
Sbg.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^.  That  the 
prices  of  goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  paid  for,  by 
the  Indians,  shall  be  ro^ulated  in  such  manne^j 
that  the  capital  stock,  furnished  by  the  United 
States,  shall  not  be  diminished. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  UJuHker  enacimL  That  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  the  annual  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  salaty  a[  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  and  his  clerks^  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Sutes,  not  otherwise  appncmriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  U further  enactea,  That,  during 
the  contii^uance  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
draw  annually,  from  the  Treasurv  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  applied  under  his  direction  to  the  payment 
of  the  agents  and  clerks;  which  agents  shall  be 
allowed  to  draw  out  of  the  public  supplies  two 
rations  each,  and  each  clerk  one  ration  per  day. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
including  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated,  and. 
applied  to  the  like  purpose,  and  exclusive  of  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and  of  the  allow- 
ances to  agents  and  clerks,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  nations, 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec  11.  And  be  it  further  enactedj  That  if  any 
agent  or  agents,  their  clerks,  or  other  person  em- 
ployed by  theni,  shall  purchase  or  receive  from 
any  Indian  in  the  way  of  tr^de  or  barter,  any  gna, 


or  other  article  commonly  used  in  hunting.;  any 
instrument  of  husbahdrv  or  cooking  utensil,  of  the 
kind  usually  obtained  oy  Indians  in  their  inter- 
course with  white  poople,  or  any  article  of  cloth- 
ing, excepting  skins  or  furs,  he  or  they  shall  re- 
spectively forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  eack  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
in  the  name  and  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases; 
ProMtedy  That  no  suit  shall  be  commenced  ex- 
cept in  the  State  or  Territory  within  which  the 
cause  of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  in  which  the 
defendant  may  reside.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  or  of  the 
superintendents  of  Indian  affairs,  and  their  depu- 
ties respectively,  to  whobi  information  of  every 
such  offence  shall  be  given,  to  collect  the  requisite 
evidence,  if  aitainable,  to  prosecute  the  offender 
without  delay. 

Sf  c«  12.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  said  superintendent  of 
Indian  trade,  unner  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  the  said  furs  and 
peltry  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  public  notice 
whereof  shall  be  given  three  weeks  previous  to 
such  sale,  in  different  parts  of  the  Umted  States, 
making  an  equal  distribution  of  the  same,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  demand  of  the  market,  and  as  may 
be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the  United  States, 
and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be 
prescribed  bv  the  Secretary  of  War :  Provided^ 
That  there  shall  not  be  less  than  six  annual  pub- 
lic sales,  of  the  said  furs  and  peltry,  and  that  the 
superintendent  of  the  Indian  trade  shall  not  hold 
more  than  two  such  sales  in  any  State,  during 
any  one  year. 

Sfic.  13.  ind  be  U  further  enacied,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  ior  and  during  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  for  the  ponishmsnt  of  counterftiting  the  car- 
rent  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  if  any  person  shall 
fibbely  make,  forge,  or  countmeit,  or  cause  or  pro- 
euie  to  be  fiuaely  made,  forged,  or  eounierleUed, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forg- 
ingj  or  oomiterfiHliBg,  any  gold  or  silver  coins, 
whioh  have  been,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be, 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  or  who 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  mad^  forged,  or  counter- 
feited, or  wiUingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making, 
forgiii^,  or  eoonterfeiting  any  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coins,  which,  by  law  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  made  current,  or  be  in  actual  use  and  circu- 
lation as  money  within  the  United  States;  or 
who  ^hall  litter,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  coun- 
terfeited coins  of  gdd  or  silvei^  as  aforesaid,  for 
the  payment  of  money,  with  intention,  to  defraud 
any  person  or  persons,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
falsely  made,  foi^d,  or  counterfeited ;  any  such 
person,  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  oonvictedi  ac- 
cording to  the  due  form  m  law,ahaU  be  sentenced 
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to  imprisonment,  and  kept  at  hard  labor,  for  a  pe- 
riod not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten 
years;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  fire 
years, and  fined  not  exceeding  fire thonsan^  dollars. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  import  or  bring  from  any  foreign 
place  into  the  United  States,  any  false,  forged,  or 
counterfeit  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by  law 
made  carrent^  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circulation, 
as  money,  within  the  United  States^  with  the  in- 
tent to  utter,  or  make  payment  with  the  same, 
knowinff  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited;  or  who  shall  titter,  as  true,  any 
such  false,  fors^ed,  or  counterfeited,  coins  or  gold 
or  silver,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  payment  of  money, 
with  intention  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons, 
knowine  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  the  person  so  offending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  beinff  thereof  con- 
yicted,  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  kept  at  hard  la- 
bor, for  a  period  not  less  than  (wo  years,  nor  more 
than  eight  years;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  fraudulently,  and  for  ^in's  sake,  by 
any  art,  way,  or  means  whatsoeyer,  impair,  dimin- 
ish, falsify,  scale,  or  lighten  the  gold  or  silver 
coins,  which  have  been,  or  which  shall  hereafter 
be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States ;  or 
any  foreign  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by 
law  made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circu- 
lation as  money  within  the'  United  States,  every 
Eerson  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
igh  misdemeanor,  and  shall  he  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  two  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Sfio.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  de- 

Srive  the  courts  of  the  individual  Stares  of  juris- 
iction,  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States^  over 
offences  made  punishable  by  this  act. 
Approved,  April  21,  ld06. 

An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
iaes  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  Pnblic  Debt,  in 
payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  kft 
other  porposes,  relative  to  the  Public  Debt 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  so  much  of  any  act  or 
acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
pnblic  debt,  In  payment  for  toe  lands  of  the  United 
States,  shall,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  be  re- 
pealed :  Provided^  Thar  the  right  of  all  who  may 
hare  purchased  public  lands  prerious  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act.  to  pay  for  the  same  in  stock,  shall 
in  nowise  be  affected  or  impaired :  And  proirided, 
further,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  on  every 
payment  made  in  money,  at  or  before  the  same 
shall  fall  due,  for  lands  purchased  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  m  addition  to  the  discounts  now  allowed 
by  lawj  a  deduction  equal  to  the  difference  at  the 
time  of  such  payment,  between  the  market  price 
«f  aix  per  oent«  stock  and  the  nominal  ralue  of  its 


unredeemed  amount,  which  market  price  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  several  land  offices. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fand  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  purchase  any  of  the  sereral  species 
of  the  public  oebt,  at  a  higher  price  thaatt  the 
rates  following,  that  is  to  say :  tney  shall  not  psy 
more  for  three  per  cent,  stock  than  sixty  per  ctat. 
of  fts  nominal  value ;  nor  for  any  other  species  of 
the  public  debt  more  than  the  nominal  raliu  of 
its  unredeemed  amt>unt,  the  eight  per  oenL  stoc^ 
only  excepted  ;  for  which  they  shall  be  aothor* 
ized,  in  addition  thereto,  to  gire,  at  tke  rate  of  one 
half  of  one  p^r  cent,  on  the  said  nominal  valne. 
for  each  quarterly  diridend  which  may  be  paya- 
ble on  such  purchased  stock,  from  the  time  of 
such  purchase  to  the  first  day  of  January.  <Hie 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

&Eo,Z.  And  h^  it fiarther  enacted^  That  so  mack 
of  any  act  as  directs  that  purchases  of  the  pablie 
debt,  oy  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
shall  be  made  within  the  thirty  days  nexteosaioe 
after  each  day  on  which  a  quarterly  payment  m 
interest  on  the  debt  of  the  United  States  shall  be- 
come due,  and  also' so  much  of  any  act  as  directs 
that  the  said  purchases  shall  be  made  by  opea  por- 
ohase  or  by  sealed  proposals,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  repealed.  And  the  said  Conuniasionen 
are  hereby  authorized  to  make  snch  pnrehasei 
under  the .  restrictions  laid  by  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, in  such  manner;  and  at  such  times  and  places 
as  they  shall  deem  most  eligible ;  and  for  that  par- 
pose  to  appoint  a  known  a^ent  or  agents,  id  whom 
they  mar  allow  a  commission,  not  exocediag  one- 
fourth  or  one  per  cent,  on  the  respectire  purchases 
of  such  agents.— [Approred,  April  18,  180^ 

An  Act  for  erecting  certain  light-hotiaes  in  the  State  oi 
Massachnsetts ;  for  building  a  beacon,  or  picz»  tt 
Bridge^rt  in  the  State  of  Connecticat ;  and  for  biag 
buoys  m  Painlioo  Sound,  in  the  ^ate  of  N«E\k 
Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  fe,.  That  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  erected  the  following  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts: 

One  on  Franklin  island,  at  the  mouth  of  St 
(ieorge's  rirer,  in  the  district  of  Maine. 

One  on  West  Passamaquoddy  head,  at  the  en- 
trance into  the  bay  and  harbor  of  Passaxnaqnoddr 
in  the  district  of  Maine. 

And  a  double  lieht-house  at  or  near  Chatham 
harbor,  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod. 

Prorided  sufficient  land  for  the  accommodatioa 
of  the  said  light-houses  can  be  obtained  at  reason- 
able prices,  and  the  Legislature  of  Massachoseos 
shall  cede  the  jurisdiction  orer  the  same  to  tbe 
United  Sutes.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury is  hereby  authorized  to  agree  tor  the  salaries, 
or  wages,  of  the  persons  who  mar  be  appointed  br 
the  President  for  the  superintendence  and  care  of 
•aid  light-houses,  and  otherwise  to  proride  fortte 
tame,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  That  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  le- 
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quired  to  cause  a  beacon,  or  pier,  to  be  erected  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of  Bridgeport  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut;  and  to  cause  buoys  to  be  fixed  on 
BluffShoal,  Royal  Shoal,  Northwest  Straddle,  and 
Southwest  Straddle,  in  the  waters  of  Pamlico 
Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it /uriker  enacted.  That  there 
be  appropriated,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing each  of  the  aforesaid  liebt^bouses,  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  expense  of  erecting 
the  said  beacon,  or  pier,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars;  and  for  the  expense  of  fixing  the  said 
buoys^  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid,  respectively, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. — [Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  sapplomentary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  jarisdietiojx  in  certain  cases  to  the  Tenitorial 
Courts.'' 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  for  providing  compensation 
for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attornies.  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses, in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  certain  parts'of  the  acts  therein  mentioned, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  February  the 
twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  extended 
to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  so  far  s^s  the 
said  act  may  relate  to  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  *^An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain 
cases  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  passed  March  the 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  ex- 
cepting that  the  clerks  of  the  said  Territorial 
courts  shall  not  receirewthe  additional  five  dollars 
per  day,  alldwed  to  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  first 
above  mentioned. — [Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  makiiig  appropriations  fbr  canying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  thd  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Delawares,rotawatamies,  Miamies, 
Eel  river  and  Weas,  holden  at  Qrouseland,  near 
Vincennes,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  to  the  said  tribes,  annually,  as. fol- 
lows :  to  the  Miamies«  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
Eel  river  tribe,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to 
the  Weas,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  which 
several  annuities  shall  be  permanent :  and  to  the 
Potawatamies,  annually,  for  the  term  of  ten  years, 
and  DO  longer,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
addition  to  former  annuities. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  efiect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Wyandot,  Ottawa, 
MuDsee  and  Delaware,  Shawanee,  and  Potawa- 
tami  nations,  holden  at  Fort  Industry,  on  the  fourth 
day  or  July,  one  thousstud  eight  hundred  and  five, 
the  anDual  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purposeof  carrying  into  efiect  two  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  hold- 1 


en  at  Teliico,  on  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
seventh  days  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  a  su^  of  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  further  annual  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  efiect  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the'  Creek  nation  of 
Indians,  concluded  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five^  a  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  annually,  for  eight  years,  and  the  .sum  of. 
eleven  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years,  next  thereafter  succeeding,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated. 

Siec.  $.  And  be  %t  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  snail  be  paid 
out  of  any  monev  m  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. — [Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  making  appropriationB  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

\Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one -thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six ;  for  the  Indian  Department,  and  for 
the  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines, 
and  armories,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated;  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pav  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
three  hundred  and  two  thousand,  five  hundred  ana 
fifty-six  dollats : 

For  forage,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight 
dollars : 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  army  and  corps  of 
engineers,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars,  five  cents: 

For  clothing,  eighty-nve  thousand  dollars : 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  fifteen  thousand 
dollars : 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  departments,  twelve 
thousand  dollars: 

For  camp  equipage,  fuel,  tools,  and  transporta- 
tion, eighth-five  thousand  dollars : 

For  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines  and  ar- 
mories, two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty  two  dollars,  five  cents : 

For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru- 
ments, one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars : 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, eighteen  thousana  dollars : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  command- 
ants in  Louisiana,  six  thousand  and' sixty-six  dol- 
lan.  sixtv-seven  cents: 

For  the  Indian  Department,  ninety-six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

Sfic.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  madoj  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged,  first,  out  of  any  balance 
remaining  unexpended  of  former  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment ; 
and,  secondly,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  IS,  1806. 
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An  Act  fuitlier  to  dter  and  estaUuh  certdn  post  rottds ; 
and  for  oUwr  purpoma. 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  poat 
' roads  sbail  be  disconlioued:  From  Dixon's  Spring 
to  Lebanon,  in  Tennessee ;  and  from  Raleigb,  by 
Haywood,!  Chatham  Court-house,  and  Chapel  Hill 
to  Hillsborough,  in  North  Carolina. 

2.  Sec.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
flowing  post  roads  be  established : 

In  Musachusette^Ftom.  GranTvUe,  through 
Sandisfield  and  New  Marlborough,  to  Stockbridge; 
and  from  Rochester,  b^  Middleborough,  East  Meet- 
ing House,  to  East  Bndgewater ;  from  Brookfield, 
through  Brimfield,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Stafford 
Springs,  and  thence  to  Tolland,  in  Connecticut. 

in  ths  Dislrict  oj  Motne-^From  Brewer's  to 
Plantation  number  fire.  From  Vaasalborough, 
through  Fairfax,  Unity,  Collegetown,  to  Hamden. 
From  Buckfield,  throuffh  Hartford,  to  Lirermore ; 
and  from  New  Milforu,  through  Ballston,  Paler- 
mo, and  Davistown,  to  Belfast. 

in  Fermmtf— From  Royaltoa,  through  Tuni- 
bridge,  Chelsea^  and  Vershire,  lo  Corinth. 

In  Omtiec<ictU— From  Pomfret.  through  Qbu- 
cester,  to  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island. 

In  New  Yorfe— From  the  town  of  Cherry  Valley, 
through  Springfield,  Richfield,  and  Bridgewater, 
to  Sangersfield;  and  from  Harrisburg,  through 
Williamstown,  Ogdensburg,  Potsdam,  Cha'utagay, 
to  Plattsbui^.  From  Rome,  through  Redneld, 
Adams,  by  Smith's  Mills  to  Saoket  Harbor,  anp 
from  thence  to  Chemangh.  From  Bath,  throQgh 
Canistiotown,  Danville,  and  Wiliiltmsburg  to 
Hartford ;  ana  from  Onandago  to  the  village  of 
Oswego  in  Lysander :  and  a  cross  post  from  West 
Hampton,  to  River  Head.  From  New  Lebanon, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  by  Hancock,  Richmond, 
Lennox,  Lee,  Becket,  Loudon,  and  Sandisfield,  in 
Massaehnsetts,  to  New  Hartford  in  Connecticut. 

In  New  Jersey — From  Belvidere  to  Strouds- 
burg,  in  Pennsyivania. 

jSi  PennsyhHunor^Vtom  Berlin,  through  Salis- 
bury, to  Cum  berland .  From  Qreensbargh  to  Kit- 
taaning;  from  Tuckhannoek,  to  Chenango  Point 
in  New  York}  and  from  Qreemiburg,  through 
Mount  Pleasant,  Robbstown,  and  Williamsporc,  to 
Washington ;  and  from  Washington,  through  Al- 
exandria, to  Wheeling.  From  Gkttytburg,  through 
Millerstown,  Nicholson's  Qap,  and  Waynesburg, 
to  Green  Castle. 

In  Zle2aibare— From  the  village  of  Christiana, 
through  Newark,  to  Stratsburg  m  PenasylTuiia ; 
and  from  Georgetown,  through  Concord,  to  Laurel. 

In  AfaryJond^The  poat  road  from  Vienna,  in 
Dorchester  county,  to  Snow  Hill^  in  Woroheater 
eounty,  and  thence  returning  to  Vienna,  may,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  be  so 
altered  as  to  pass  over  Wicomico  Lower  Ferry 
and  ^aniioo  Mills:  Provided,  No  additional 
expense  in  transporting  the  mail  snail  be  incurred 
cherry. 

In  Virginia^FTom  Ljrnchburgh  to  Lexington. 
From  Waterford  to  Smker's  Gap,  by  the  stores 
of  Robert  Braden  and  Jesse  Janny,  and  from 
thence  to  Upperville,  and  to  return  by  Israel 


Jauny's  Mill.  From  Wythe  Coart-hooae,  kf 
Tazewell  Court-house,  Russel  Coart-hoose,  Lee 
Court-house,  to  Robinson's  Mills.  And  from 
Madison  Court-house  to  StanoardsTifle.  The  post 
road  from  Manchester  to  Colesrille,  shall  fan.  by 
Chesterfield  Conrt-house  and  Spring  H3L 

ifi  North  Carolina — From  ArciyebotwBJk  by 
Haywood,  Chatham  Court-boose,  to  cross  Bm 
river  near  Jones's  Femr.  to  Hillsboroiigb.  Fnn 
Raleigh,  by  Chapel  Hill,  to  Hillsboroogh.  Fitm 
Wilmington,  through  Conway boroei^  to  Geoic- 
town,  in  South  Carolina ;  and  from  Wilksboroo^ 
to  Ashe  Court-house. 

In  Sotah  Otiro/ttia— From  Portafcrry,  to  dm- 
wayborough;  and  from  Portsfeny,  by  Marioa 
Court-house,  to  Thomas  Harley's. 

In  Chorgiii — From  Washiogtoii  to  Fefefsburg. 
and  from  Athens  to  Knorville  in  Tenneaee. 

In  Ohio— From  Cincinnati,  by  North  Bend,  to 
Lawrenceburgh  in  the  Indiana  Territory.  From 
Anstinburg  to  Erie,  in  Pennsylrania,  and  from 
Franklinton  to  Worthington. 

In  Mentttckp — From  NeW  Castle,  or  Heaiy 
Court-house,  by  Gdlatin  Court-boose  «iid  Booac 
Court-house,  to  Laurencebnrgh,  in  the  IndisBa 
Territorv ;  and  the  post  road  from  Henderson  te 
Eddyville  shall  pass  by  Livingston  Court-house. 

In  Dgnnessee — From  Mount  Granger  to  Car- 
thage, thence,  by  Cavenaugb,  to  Lebanon.  Frsa 
Nashville  to  Charlotte.  From  BurviUe  by  Wal-  ! 
not  Cove,  thence  along  the  turnpike  road,  byway 
of  Chitwood's,  to  Pulaski  in  Kentucky ;  aad  bvm 
Palmyra  to  Stuart  Court-house,  aad  thcaee  lo 
Bddyvitle. 

In  Orkans  nrrUcry — From  Rapide  Setde- 
ment  to  Opelousas. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifcv  dollars,  be. 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriate,  oat  of  say 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropna> 
ted,  to  enable  the  Postmaster  General  to  draay 
the  expenses  which  already  are,  or  hereafter  nij 
be,  incnrred  in  providing  for  the  accommodatkia 
of  Joseph  H.  Webb,  who,  in  Augnst  last,  m 
wounded  bjrsome  person  unknown,  whilst  he  was 
employed  in  carrying  the  mail  of  the  Unitri 
States,  and  who  is  now  under  the  care  of  the  com- 
mandant at  Fort  Stoddert 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  any  ex- 
isting contract  for  carrying  the  mail. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  ^  Beprt- 
ssntaiives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  tk 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  ma^ 
known  to  Nicholas  C.  Nissen,  esquire.  His  Dia- 
ish  Majesty's*  Consul  residing  at  Trip^i,  the  kigk 
sense  entertained  by  Congress,  of  his  disinteicsKd 
and  benevolent  attentions,  manifested  to  Capaia 
Baiobridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  daring  thedaie 
of  their  captivity  in  Tripoli. 

Appioved,  April  10, 180& 
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and  concurred  in       -        -        -        .       .    3S7 
Commerce  and  Seamen,  a  bin  firom  the  House 
of  Representetives  further  to  protect  the, 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
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reported  without  amendment     -        .       •    343 
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managers      ......   348 
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a  resolution  to  print  c<^ss  of  the,  for  the 

use  of  the  Senate  -  -  -  .  .144 
consideration  of  the  resolution  pos^ned  -  l^ 
two  hundred  copies  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate    -        .194 
a  resolution  of  the'  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land submitted,   under  instructions^   i& 
the  amendment  of  the    -        -        -        .23$ 
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Contmgent  Fnnd,  a  Message  from  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States  giving  an  account  of 
the        -        -----        .        -      61 

Courts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires 

relating  to  records  of  judgment,  di^c,  read  336 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  Sd6 
reported  with  amendments         .        .        -    240 

biUlost     - S42 

Craft,  Gerahom,  petition  of,  Inraying  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  read       -        -        *        -      92 
Credit,  motion  submitted  for  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
such  parts  of  all  acts  as  au&orize,  on  pub- 

Uc  lands -     199 

consideration  of  said  motion  postponed      -    209 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  a  MU  reported  to  lay  out 
and  make  a  road  from,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  read       -        -        •        -        -      25 
read  a  seeond  time    .....      26 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      42 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      >        -        •      43 
the  House  of  Representatives  return  it  with 
amendments,  which  were  read  and  re- 
ferred    198 

reported,  with  the  House's  amendments     -     199 
which  were  agreed  to         -   '     -        -        -    200 
Current  Coin,  a  bill  reported,  to  punish  coun- 
terfeiters of  the,  and  read       -        -        -      90 
«       read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      81 
reported  without  amendment     ...    142 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section  pre- 
vailed, and  thus  amended  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -        -        .143 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  forther  considera- 
tion postponed       .        •        -        .        .    144 
amended  and  passed  -        -        -        -        -    162 

D. 

Danirii  Consul,  at  Tripoli,  a  resolution  fitnn  the 
>  House  of  Representatives  in  honor  of  ihe, 

read 191 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  - 198 

read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in    -        -    201 
Dawson,  John,  a  petition  of,  read  and  referred  -      92 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  including  several 
similar  petitions,  was  read,  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table 192 

Defence,  a  report  in  part  on  the  memorials  from 
•    New  York  and  New  Haven,  reconunend- 

ing  a  further  naval  armament  for  the  public     142 
consideration  of  the  report  postponed  -        -    168 
Denmark,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Govern- 
ment of,  &c.,  read 142 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  -  143 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  162 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  164 
read  a  third  time,  and  frnrther  action  on  it 

postponed 189 

bill  called  up  and  lost         -        -        -        -     191 
Dent,  Captain,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  while  in 

the  Mediterranean  (note  to)   -        -        -    187 

District  of  Columbia,  a  committee  appointed  to 

inquire  whether  alterations  are  necessary 

in  the  laws  relating  to  the       -        -        -    200 

a  bin  reported  by  said  committee,  and  read      207 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    208 


District  of  Columbia — continued.  Page, 

reported  with  ainendments,  whibh  were  read, 

and  ordered  to  lie  -        -        -        -        -  229 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  231 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  other 
amendments   being   proposed, '.the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed     -        -  233 
resimied,  amended,  and  passed  ...  237 
Dnfour,  John  James,  petition  o^  read,  and  referred  140 

Eaton,  General-  William,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  relating  to 
the  efforts  o^  to  replace  Hamet  Carainalli 
on  his  throne  .        -        ...      43 

a  resolution  submitted  in  honor  o^  -  .188 
the  resolution  read  a  third  time,  and  referred  191 
reported  with  amendmentu,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -        -        -        -  ,      -    207 

further  consideration  postponed  to  the  next 

session 233 

Egleston,  Azariah,  and  others,  a  petition  o(  pray- 
ing for  a  post  road,  read  ...    226 
Evans,  Oliver,  a  petition  U,  read,  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  Uie  table 46 

F. 

Fee  bill,  resolution  requesting  the  Judges  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  report  at  the  next 
session  a        -----        .    238 
Fees  of  Attorneys.    (&ee  Diatriet  of  Columbia, 

under  the  head  of  <<  Bills  reported.") 
Fitnimmons,  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  memo- 
rial of,  presented  and  referred         -        -       42 
Fletcher's  Neck.    (See  Wood  bland) 
Foreign  Coins.    (See  Coin$,^ 
Foreign  Ministers,  a  bill  presented  to  prevent  the 

abuse  of  pnvHeges  by,  read  -  -  •  92 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  103 
reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read  116 
csJled  up  and  pos^ned  -  -  -  -  140 
Mr.  Adams's  wgttnSti  on  the  biU  ...  145 
the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and,  after  debate, 

the  Senate  adjourned     ....    163 
amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill  lost        .     165 
Fortifications,  report  on  the  memorials  of  New 
YoriK  and  New  Haven,  recommending  addi- 
tional, presented    ....        -     142 
consideration  of  the  repeal  postponed  >     163 

French  Republic,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, supplementary  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
claims  against  the,  assumed  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1803,  read  -  -  -  -  26 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  -  -  -  42 
.    reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -        .      42 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 
amended        -        -        -        -        .        -43 
.   notice  of  its  being  approved  and  signed  by 

the  President  -        -        -        -        -    207 

bin  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  making  provision  for 
payment  of  claims  against  the,  dec,  read      225 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    229 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 234 

called  up  again 238 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  on  it 
postponed 241 
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GaJliopolii,  «  memorial  of  Fraadi  Mttlsn  in, 

read,  and  referred  -        -        •        -        •      60 
the  commiUee  aak  and  obtain  leave  to  re- 
port bf  bUl    53 

a  bill  reported  and  lead      -        >*        •        -      70 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  onlerad  to  a  third 

reading  .-.-.-      74 

read  a  tb^  time,  and  pamed     -        -        -      8t 
Gantt.  Rev.  Dr.,  election  of,  aa  Chaplain    •        -       16 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  incorporate 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  of    «        -     116 
read,  and  oi^ered  to  a  second  reading         -     117 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •     138 
reported  without  amendment     ...    167 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     189 
memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of, 
against  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac  -        -     197 
Georgia,  a  petition  of  agents  for  purchasers  of 

lands  under  the  State  of,  read  -        -      46 

Glass,  David,  and  others,  a  petition  of^  read  and 

referred 47 

Glass,  David.    (See  Harmony  Soeieiy.) 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives  making  appropriation  for  support 
of,  read  ..•*..    908 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  309 
reported  with  amendments  ...  3S9 
amendments  agreed  to  -  -  •  «  880 
further  amended  -  •  •  •  -  S32 
read  a  thivd  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  - 
the  House  of  Representatives  retain  it,  agree- 
ing to  some,  and  disagreeing  to  other 
amendments,  and  aak  a  ooi)ierenoe 
the  conference  agreed  to,  hnd  managers  ap* 

pointed         -  .     • 
managers  report  modiiloations,  which  wore 
agreed  to        .        •        »        .^        .        •    S89 
Griffith.  Robert  E.    {f^^  NkkMm  ^  Gnffiik.) 
Gunboats,  a  bill  from  the  House  fk  Repnsenta- 
tives  for  bntlding,  read  twice,  and  otdesed 

to  a  third  reading S40 

read  a  third  time,  and  lefewod   •        •        .    248 
reported  with  anendmenti         ...    S44 


-    810 


48 
186 
188 


Hair,  an  attempt  to  amend  the  regulations  of  the 

Army,  as  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the 
Hamet  Caramalli,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to,  refer- 
red         

rraort  of  the  committee  thereon 

a  bill  reported  for  the  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordeivd  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  thhd  time,  and  further  action  thereon 
postponed      ..---- 

a  motion  to  amend  not  acted  on  - 

the  bill  recommitted  .....    286 

a  postponement  of  the  same  to  the  next  seo- 
sion 831 

notice  given  of  a  bill  fbr  the  temporary  relief 
of 848 

leave  granted,  and  a  bill  brought  in  and 
read 844 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 844 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    846 
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Harding, 

red  -  -  -  .... 
a  bill  reported  for  the  relief  of^  read  ■  - 
called  up  and  postponed,  after  a  Mcmimd- 

ing 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       ... 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  fiuik 

amendment  proposed  ... 

called  up,  and  postponed  -       .      .     • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  smeedBd  • 

Hardware,  argument  against  the  importitiD&  oi, 

from  Great  Britain        •       ... 

Harmony,  Society  q(  memorial  of  thsi  Rsd  lad 

r^eferred 

a  UU  reported  thereon,  and  read 
called  up,  and  postponed   - 

bill  recommitted 

reported  with  amendments        •      •     * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 
Harrison,  Samuel,  agent  for  tl^e  heiis  of  Ctptoin 

Carver,  petition  o^  read  and  refemd 

Hats,  an  argument  against  the  in^octatin  ^ 

from  Great  Britain  -       .      •     • 

Uaya,  John,  a  petition  of;  refeired  totheeoamitr 

tee  to  whom  were  r^ned  several  pctitiflDi 

of  a  similar  nature         .       .      •     • 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -       -      •     * 

Henrick,  brigantine.    (See  Denmerk) 

Hichbome,  Benjamin,  and  otheis,  petitifle  oi, 

read       ....-■• 

referred,  with  others  of  a  similar  natoit  • 

leave  asked,  granted,  and  a  bill  reported  • 

(See  Tennessee  land9,§9iiih  of  iheStaUfi 

Hickepdall,  Samuel,  petition  of,  refenedtatte 

Committee  on  Revoluttonaij  Claini 
High  seas.    (See  British  aggressions.) 
Hillhouse,  Mr.,  speech  ot;  On  suspeoding  tiwe 
with  8l  Domingo  -       -       *     '  4.' 
House  of  Representatives,  a  message  ^^^ 
communicating  that  they  had  bnssA  1 
quoram,  and  elected  a  Bpesket     -     ' 
a  message  from  the,  commonicaliBg  ^ 
they  weio  rea^y  to  mdj/onm  - 

I. 

Impeachment,  an  account  of  moneyi  ezpcedN 

in  fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber  M » 

Court  of        -        -       -       -      "     ' 

Importation,  a  committee  appointed  to  ^^  ^ 

bill  in  relation  to    -        -       -      '     ' 

a  bill  from  tho  House  of  Repcesentativci,  to 

prohibit  the,  of  certain  goode,  read  • 
rea<l  a  second  time,  and  rt&tnd 
reported  with  amendments        -    j 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ae  ameoded  • 
Importo  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Boom  « 
RepresenUtives  to  amend  the  act  to  refOr  ^, 
late  the  collection  of  duties  on,  reed     *  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  '  ^ 

reported  without  amendment     -      '     .'  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       '     J,j  J 
read  a  third  time,  amenoed,  and  pevea  ^  ^ 
amended        .        .       -       -      "    J 
Indiana  Territory,  notice  of  a  Wfl  ejflsnsU^  «  ^^ 
the  act  to  divide  the       -       •    ,  '  j  J 
leave  granted,  a  bill  presented,  and  r0M  v  ^^ 

that  effect      -        -       -       •      *     * 
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Territory — continaed. 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  oiderad  to  m  third 

reading -        - 

read  a  thurd  time,  and  further  action  thereon 

postponed 
called  up^  and  paaaed 
a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  RepreaeatativeBr  to 

amend  the  act  to  divide,  read  • 
Vead  a  second  time,  and  referred  - 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 
called  up,  and  poe^Maed  indefinitely  - 
no^e  of  a  hiU  to  suspend  the  sale  i  certaia 

lands  within  -        .        . 
leave  granted,  a  bill  prseented,  and  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  leferred 
reported  without  amendments    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  thne,  and  further  action  poet* 

poned  ... 
passed  ... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of 

specting  claims  to  land  in,  read 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  amended,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  Ihird  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Indian  tribes,  a  Mcssager  from  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  endoemg  treaties  with 

ccMain  ....... 

a  bill  from  the  ^ouse  of  Representatives,  to 

establish  trading-houses  with  the,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  re&rred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  pained  as  amended    - 
a  bin  from  the  House  of  RepresentativeB^  to 

cany  into  effect  treaties  with  certain,  rted 

twioe,  and  referred         .... 
reported  without  amendment 
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198 
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236 
241 

192 
208 
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229. 
280 

287 
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246 
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82 

281 
282 
236 
288 
248 


287 
289 


again  referred    ......    248 


246 
244 


68 
66 
66 


.    reported  without  amendment 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  a  biU  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  confidentially 
brought  in,  to  defray  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penses attending  the,  read      ... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  .to  a  third  reading. .... 

called,  and  poe^ned  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  President- 78 

read  a  third  time,  and  notice  to  amend  of- 
fered    ....... 

various  questions  taken  on  amendments     - 

motions  to  refer  and  postpone    -        . 

yeas  and  nays  on  several  motions  to  amend 
and  postpone,  and  bill  paased ... 


79 
80 
86 


88 


J. 


Jackson,  Mr.,  spee^sh  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams, 

on  the  St  Domingo  bill  -        -        -        -      80 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Smith  and  Mitchill,  on 
the  same  subject    .....      86 

fhe  decease  of,  announced  to  the  Senate     -     190 

the  President  of  the  Senate  directed  to  inform 
the  Executive  of  Georgia  of  the  decease 
of- 231 

resolution  to  pay  the  fiineral  expenses  of    -    288 
Jersey,  New  Jersey,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives declaring  the  town  of,  to  be  a 
port  of  delivery,  read     ....    114 


JaiMy,  New  Jersey — continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  lefenred                -  116 

reported  without  amendment     -        .     ...  141 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  144 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  161 

Janes,  Philip  L.,and  others,  petition  oi^  read  and 

referred-       ......  44 

the  committee  ask  and  obtain  leave  to  report 

bybiU 68 

a  bill  reported,  and  read    ....  83 

read  a  second  time    .....  86 

called  up,  and  postponed   ...        «  90 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  92 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  118 

K. 
Kentucky,  memorial  of  the  Governor  of,  read,  and 

refinred  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War    -        -  M4 

KitdieU,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  British  aggieasUms  •  109 

L. 
Land,  a  certain  lot  of.    (See  Ctndnnatu) 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  continue  in  force  the  act  au- 
thorizing Secretary  of  War  to  issue,  read  144 
read  a  seoond  timej  and  referred         -        •  144 
reported  with  amendments         ...  224 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -  226 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -  228 
Landais,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read        -        -  144 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  144 
repotted  without  amendment     -        -        -  162 
called  up,  and  no  action  on  it    -        -        -  164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  166 

hill  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

as  amended   -        -        -        -        -        -  188 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  the  amendinent  disagreed  to,  and  ask- 
ing a  conference,  on  whidi  managere  were 

appointed      ......  186 

managen  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere     -  197 
Lawst  the  Library  C9mmittee  directed  to  report 
what  dispositidn  should  be  made  of  the  vol- 
umes of,  reserved  for  the  disposal  of  Con* 
gross     -        -        -        -        -        -.-17 

Lear,  Tobias,  defence  of  the  conduct  of,  by  Mr. 

Adams  -        •',      -        -        -        -        -  219 

Le  Clere,  Captun  General,  proclamation  of,  to 

the  inhabitento  of  St.  Domingo        -        -  122 
Levis,  William,  and  Hugh  MaxweU,  a  petition 

of^read,  and  referred       -        -        -        -  46 

Library,  a  committee  on  the      -        -        -   .     -  17 

report  of  the  same,  in  part ....  64 

a  bill  reported,  making  appropriations  for  the 

ftuiher  support  of  ue,  reaa     -        -        -  64 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 74 

read  a  third  tune,  and  passed     -        -        -  80 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representotives  to 

amend  the  act  oonceming  the,  read  -  140 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  141 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  166 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  182 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost  -  ...  184 
Light-houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  erecting  certain,  read  -  -  230 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  281 
reported  without  amendment  ...  289 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  242 
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Page. 
Line&B,  Mr.  Smith's  reasons  for  desiring  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of,  from  G.  Britam  -     178 
Logan,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  asking  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  suspend  commercial  inter- 
course with  St.  Domingo        -        -        -86 
Long  Island  Sound,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  to  establish  light-houses 
in,  read  -------44 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -        -      44 
reported  without  amendment  i  •        -        -      44 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -      45 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed  as 
amended        ......      46 

Looking-glasses,  argument  against  the  importa- 
tion oft  from  Great  Britain    ...    19O 
Louisiana,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, extending  the  power  of  the  Survey- 
or General  of  the  Territorj  of,  read  -        -      67 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •      66 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read      9% 
called  up,  and  postponed    -        •        •        -113 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading      ....    139 

read  a  third  time,  without  further  action  on  it     140 
called  up,  and  piassed        ....    141 

a  bill  OToviding  further  for  the  government 

of  the  district  of,  read  -  -  •  •  78 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  79 
a  bill  reported  to  ascertain  and  adjust  land 

claims  within  the  district  of  -  -  -  234 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 236 

read  a  third  time,  %nd  passed     .        .-       -    241 
the  House  of  Representatives  return  it  with 
an  amendment,  which  is  concurred  in     -    248 

M. 

Madison,  James,  letter  of,  stating  the  principle 
interpolated  into  the  law  of  nations  by  the 

British  courts 72 

Mann,  George  Washington,  resolution  in  honor 

of,  read 189 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -     191 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....    307 

called  up  and  postponed  to  next  session      -    283 
Mansfield,  Samuel,  petition  of,  read  and  referred       \ 
to  the  committee  on  the  town  of  Jersey  -    139 
(See,  also,  Jersey.) 
Marshals,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives regulating  the  bonds  given  by,  read       86 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      87 
reported  with  amendments         ...      90 
called  up  and  postponed     -        -        -        -    113 

amendments  disagreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        .    117 
read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  on  it 
postponed      ......     139 

called  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration  .....     140 

amendments  adopted,  bill  further  amended 
and  pos^ned        .....     143 

passed  as  amended 145 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  to  amendments,  and  re- 
ferred     197 

reported,  and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 

first  amendments,  and  disagree  to  Uie  last     198 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist    •        -199 


Massadiusetts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  erecting  light-housa  m  ^ 
State  o^  dec.,  read SK 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •     •  231 

reported  without  amendment      -      •     •  S39 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •       -     •  S4I 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      •     •  ttS 
Message,  annual,  of  the  Presideiit  of  flis  JJtM 

States    - II 

confidential,  of  the  same    -       •      -     •   l^ 

of  tiie  same,  with  documents  rdating  to  far- 
mer message  -        -        -        ...    9 

with  a  report  from  the  Governor  and  preai- 
ing  Judge  of  the  Teiriloiy  of  MidigtB  •    <S 

giving  the  information  asked  for  rebliTeto 
the  complaints  of  France,  di^c.  •    i^ 

in  r^ation  to  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tiipofi    -  ^ 

in  relation  to  the  oppression  of  oomBiace 
and  navigation       -        -       .      .     .    5S 

enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Minister  tt  Lon- 
don, (confidential)  -        .       .      .     - 

with  another  copy  of  the  same  letter,  tf  oked 
for • 

with  documents  in  relation  to  tiie  new  pfin- 
ciples  assumed  by  the  British  coorts,  &c. 

communicating  a  memorial  of  the  me^ 
chants  of  Baltimore      .  -        .      .     • 

enclosing  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolhia,  ceding  certain  forts,  dee.,  to  the 
United  States         -        -       *  .    '   .  ' 

enclosing  treaties,  dtc,  with  ceititn  Isditt 
tribes     -        -        -        .        .      •     • 

with  a  letter  from  the  British  Seoettzj  fcr 
Foreign  AfiKJxs  to  Mr.  Monroe 

relating  to  the  exploration  of  the  rirer  Xv- 
souri      -        -        -        .       -      •     • 

relating  to  the  march  of  Spanidi  troopi 
across  the  Sabine 

communicating  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  • 

in  relation  to  the  threats  of  the  Bey  0^^  ^ 
Michigan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreienti' 
tives  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titiof 
in  the  Territory  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments        -      -J 

amendments  agreed  td,  and  the  bill  on^eiM 
to  a  third  raiding  -        -       -      •     * 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  smended  • 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Howe  of 
Representatives  making  appropriatkMUiv 
support  of  the,  for  1806,  read  - 

road  a  seoond  time,  and  refened       - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .        .       -      • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Mititia,  a  bUl  for  classing  the,  reported  andieid 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -      '     * 

reported  with  several  amendmeixti,  wbdi 
were  read      -        .        .       -      • 

amendments  agreed  to       -       -      * 

read  a  third  time,  and  lost- 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreseJiUtitiva>> 
authorizing  a  detachment  of,  rend  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     •      ' 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  snd  pi«ed  u 
amended        -        -        -       "      1 .  J 

a  Message  from  tiie  President  of  the  Vuted 
States,  with  a  statement  of  the 
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Mint,  a  report  of  the  Director  of  tbe,  commani- 
ctM  by  the   President  of  the  United 

States     -    • 61 

notice  given  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
establishing    ------    206 

leave  granted,  a  bill  brought  in  and  read     -    806 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    308 
reported  with  aiBeiidi]|ents         .        .        -    890 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  ,to  a 
third  reading  -        -        -        -        -    ^6 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   •    241 
fitefaiU,  Mr.,  speech  o(,  on  the  St  Domingo  bill      31 
on  the  resolutions  relating  to  British  aggres- 
sion        W 

fix,  Timothy,  petitibn  of,  read  and  refened  to 

Revolutionaiy  committee        -        .        .      87 
f  onroe,  James,  copy  of  a.  letter  from,  to  the  Brit- 
ish Sectetaiy  for  Foreign  Affidrs,  read    »      65 
f  otions  made,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire 

concerning  the  Libraiy    -        -        -  17 

to  request  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  ftimish  information  touching  the  com- 
plaints of  France  against  the  trade  with 

St  Domingo 48 

to  request  certain  information  of  the  Presi- 
dent       47 

to  compensate  the  8ergeant-at-Arms  and 
Dooneeper  for  their  attendance  on  the 
Court  of  Impeachment  -        -        -        -      85 
for  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President 

with  certain  resolutions  -        ...    116 
for  a  joint  committee  on  the  Library  -        -    140 
for  a  joint  committee  to  consider  what  busi- 
ness should  be  done  during  the  present 
session  -------    188 

ational  Academy,  notiee  givwn  of  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a    « 144 

leave  granted,  a  bill  brought  in  and  read  •  161 
read  a  second  time,  and  refeired  ••  •  163 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  -  163 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  "  ...  183 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  again  re- 
ferred     198 

ftTal    Peace  Establishment,  a   bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  a,  read  twice  and 
referred  ......    S46 

reported   with   amendments,  which  were 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  tend  a  third  time, 
and  passed  as  amended  -        -        •      .  -    848 
the  House  of  Representatives  ask  a  confer- 
ence on  it,  which  is  agreed  to,  and  mana« 
gets  are  appointed  •        -        •        -  848 

the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  recede     M9 
»Tml  aenrice,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  an. additional  applicar 
tion  for  the,  read  -        -        •        -      16 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        *      17 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -----      17 

read  a  third  time,  and  PfMod      -        -        -      17 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  mak- 
ing additional  iqipropriations  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies in  former  appropriations  for  the, 
read      .......56 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  by  unanimous 
ooi|MBt,  and  passed  •67 


Page. 
Navigation,  a  bill  reported  for  the  encouragement 

of  the  ahipping  and,  read        ...    igs 
read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading-        --...-    105 
read  a  third  time,  and  iiirther  action,  and 

Jostponed      -        -  .     -        -        -        -    184 
ed  up  and  postponed  to  next  session      -    888 
Navy,  a  bill  from  tne  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply 

to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  read  -        -      17 
a  bill  from  the  Hpuse  of  Representatives  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  sm^rt  of  the,  read    836 
read  a  second  time,  4ind  referred         -        -    886 
reported  without  amendment     ...    240 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .   -        -        -    843 
New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  me- 
morial of  the,  read  ....        -      46 
New  Haven,  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of,  read  and  referred     -        -        -    113 
New  Orleans,  memorial  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  o(  read  and  re- 
ferred     44 

a  bill  presented,  relating  to  the  salaries  of 

the  judges  oi^  snd  read  -        -        -  •     -      83 
read  a  second  time    -        ....      86 

called  up  and  postponed    -        ...      90 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -      98 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed  as  amended   -    113 
a  committee  appointed  to  oonaider  a  motion 
to  locate  a  tract  of  land  in  the  territory  o^ 
for  certain  purposes        ....    188 

(See  Orleans.) 
New  York,  memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  read, 

ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  -        -      46 
a  report  thereon  read,  with  resolution  for  de- 
fence of  .......      76 

memorial  of  the  governor  of  the  hospital  in 

the  dty  o^  read  and  referred  -        -        -      81 
repwt  reoommeodtng  postponement  to  next 

session,  adopted 846 

Nicklin  and  Crriffith,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

RepresentatiTes  for  relief  ot,  read  -    139 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     139 
reported  without  amendment     ...    140 
called  up  for  a  third  reading,  and  lost         -     148 
a  memorial  o^  read    -        .        .        -        .    166 
North  Carolina,  a  representation  concerning  pen- 
sioners on  the  Ustof  the  State  ot,  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  revolutionaiy 
pensioners     •        -        -        -        -        -      70 

a  Ull  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
ijter  the  time  for  holftiog  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  district  ,o(  read     -        -        -        -      83 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -      84 
reported  with  smendments,  which  were  read      88 
amendments  adopted,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ------      90 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -      98 
returned  from  House  of  Representatives  with 

amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  -     -     148 
a  bill  from  the  I^ouse  of  Representatives  to 

cause  the  coast  of,  to  be  surveyed,  read   -     197 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •        •        -    199 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        •    807 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    808 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 

smended 809 

Notaiwest  Territory,  a  hill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  relief  of  the  Govem- 
meat,  dc€*|Of  the,  read   -       •       -       •      67 
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read  a  second  time»  and  referred  -        -  68 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        -        •      79 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  89 
Notices  given,  of  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  importer 

tion  of  certain  persons    -        -        -        -  80 
to  prohibit  commercial  intertxmrse  with  6t 

Domingo SJl 

to  authoitee  the  sale  of  a  certain,  lot  of  land      65 

to  class  the  militia 67 

to  punish  counterfeiters  of  the  current  coin  -      74 
ftuther  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the 

district  of  Louisiana       •        -        -        -      74 
to  prevent  abuse  of  privilege  by  foreign  Min- 
isters      96 

to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 

SUteofOhlo 198 

in  addition  to  the  act  for  establishing  a  Mint  806 

O. 

O'Bannan,  Priestly  N.,  resolution  in  honor  of,      •  1 89 

read  ft  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  191 
reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  807 

called  up,  and  postponed  to  next  session     •  838 
Officers  of  Congress,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of,  read     ....      88 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        •      89 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  166 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        -  188 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        •  198 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

partially  agreed  to 199 

the  Senate  insist,  ask  a  conference,  and  sip- 

point  managers      .....  aOO 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  a  oon- 

ferenoe-        -        -        -        -        -        -  807 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  in  peat    -  809 

the  Senate  insist  on  certain  amendments    -  811 
the  House  of  Representatives  diragree  to  the 

Senate's  modification,  and  adhere  -        -  884 

the  Senate  recede      .....  886 

Ogden,  S.  O.,  and  Wiffiam  Smith,  a  motion  to 
expunge  from  the  Journal  everything  rel- 
ative to  the  memorial  of,  adopted    •        •  860 
Ohio,  a  resolution  to  examine  the  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  tiie  eastern  division  of  the 
Territory  Northwest  of,  to  frame  a  consti- 
tution, ^ec     ...-•-      16 
considered  and  referredlo  a  select  committee      17 
reportof  the  committee  thereon,  read  md  er- 

dered  to  lie-        -        -        •        •        -88 
petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  pnUic  lands 

in  the  State  of,  read  and  referred    •        «      68 
notice  of  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain 

lands  in  tile  State  of      -        -        -        -  198 

leave  granted,  ft  bill  introduced,  and  read    -  808 

.  read  a  second  titae,  and  referred         -        -  809 

reported  without  amendment     ...  886 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  -       .        -       .  887 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed         *■       -  889 

called  up  and  passed         -        -        -       -  830 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
jecting claims  to'land  in,  read       -        -  837 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •  839 
reported  without  amendment,  amended,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  846 

lead  a  second  time,  and  puved  as  tmeftded  847 


Orleans,  a  bill  providing  ftr  the  defence  oC  and 

disposal  ef  a  part  of  the  pnbiie  Ub  n 

the  Territory  (^  presented  and  real       •    191 

read  a  seeondtime,  and  aideiedtea 

reading .        -        -        .        - 
called  Qp,.acnd  peetpoaed  to  tbe  aext 
a  bill  to  ascertain  and  adjiM*  eloine  Is  )mk 

within  the  Territory  gf,  urtnenled  and  isid  t^ 
read  a  second  timeiOidsied  ton  third  iMdiB{  SiS' 
read  a  third  time,  and  paawd      ->        -       -141 
'     the  Honee  of  Beprsseataiives  mttarm  the  M 
with  an  amenoment,  wfaksh  m  agreed  to  •   M 

P. 

PamUee8o«nd»a«Mll  from  the  Hoose  of  Sepse- 
eentatives  for  fixing  buoys  in,  and  fet  oUkt 
pmpeees,  read       -  -       .-231 

read  a  second  time,  and  nfenrad  -  -  S31 
reported  without  amendmrnuft  .       .   SM 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       •   S4l 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .       .   stS 
Pearl  river,  a  report  frpm  the  eommlsainnfr  ef  the 
diatiieteast  of,  oommunicatod  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Sutes,  read      -       -    113 
Penn^lvania,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bsfte- 
sentatives  dedaring  the  assent  of  Cod^bssb 
to  an  act  of  the  Legialatine  oi^  nad  9S 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  lefeired  -  -  10? 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  l!S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  .  .  iif 
read  a  third  time,  and  poe^Mned  -    19 

amended,  and  passed  as  amended        *       .146 
Pensioners,  a  representation  ooaoemiiig  certain, 

of  the  Stale  of  Georgia   ...  7« 

Peppier,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  petition  e^  nad     4$ 
referred,  with  others  of  a  similar  chsractcir  -     4« 
Philadelphia,  memorial  of  the  merchants  oC  read 

and  refenwd,  Willi  othen         ...     51 
Piankeshaw  Indians,  a  message  from  the  Pkea- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  cennraniaating 

a  treaty  yEith  the 239 

Ports  and  harbors,  a  MU  from  tiie  House  of  Xtp- 
resentatives  for  fortifying  the,  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stntes,  read  twiee,  and  oiderad  to  a 
thirdreading-        -        -        -        .        •    t4S 

read  a  Huid  time,  and  refened  .       .    8P 

reported  with  amendments  .       .    244 

amendmeBts  agreed  to,  and  bil  passed  as 
amended        ......    ^ 

Post  Roads,  a  report  of  tlie  Ptoetmater  General 

on  nnproduelive     •        .        «        .       •     93 
a  bill  from  the  House  ef  Representatives  to 

•her  and  estalrfhh  certain      .        .        .    6S( 
read  a  eeoond  lime,  and  lefaiKed         *       -    S8^ 
reported  with  amendments         •  '   ^ 

c^ed  np  and  postponed    -        .        .        -   SS 
the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  hill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        ...    3^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -   ^' 
the  House  of  Represenlativee  return  it,  agree- 
ing tosome  and  disagreeing  to  other  auMnd* 
ments :  the  Senate  recede,  and  agree      •   ^ 
Potomac  river,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreecot- 
atives  antiiorixing  the  ereetimi  of  a  bridge 
over,  read      -        -        -        -        .       -   iSi 

read  a  second  time,  and  refeired  -  -  ^^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  SS9 
called  up  and  postponed  to  next  ■*■■■—     *  ^ 
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Presbyterian  oongregfation  of  Georgetown*  B.  C, 
a  Mil  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativee 
to  incorporate  the  •        -        -        .        .     116 
read,  and  ordered  to*  a  second  reading         -     117 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  -    ^  -        -    136 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        -     184 
resd  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -     189 
fVivileges.    (See  Foreign  MtnisterB^ 
Public  Buildings,  a  Message  from  the  President 
df  the  United  States,  communicating  a  re- 
port of  the  Surveyor  of  the      -        -        -      43 
Pnblic  Lands,  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of,  in  the  Northwest  Territory-        •      22 
a  resolution  relative  to  the,  ceded  by  the 

Sute  of  North  Carolina-        ...      26 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
repeal  so  much  of  any  act  as  authorizes 
the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
in  payment  lor        -        -        -        .        -      80 

the  bill  read 81 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  83 
reported  with  amendments  -  ^  •  -  -  189 
the  bill  and  amendments  referred  to  a  special 

committee 191 

their  report  thereon  read    ....     197 
the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ....     199 
read  a  third  time,  and,  pending  a  motion  to 

strike  out,^the  Senate  adjourned      -        -    206 
the  bill  called  up,  and  passed  as  amended    -    227 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  conference  asked, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed   -        .    230 

report  ofthe  managers,  agreeing  to  an  amend- 
ment and  insisting  on  another,  adopted  -    233 
the  House  of  Representatiyes  insist     -        -    236 
and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  House's  amend- 
ment    .......    237 

Rapp,  George,  and  others.    (See  Harmony*) 
Petitions,  a  committee  appointed  on  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of 

officers' 189 

Refugees,  a  bill  fit>m  the  House  of  Representatives 

in  relation  to  the,  from  Canada,  read       •      22 

read^a  second  time,  and  referred         .        .      26 

report  thereon  read,  with  amendments        -    161 

called  up,  and  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee          181 

again  called  up,  and  postponed  to  next  ses- 
sion        249 

Resolutions,  to  supply  Senators  with  newspapers       10 

authorizing  the  Sergeant>at^Arms  and  Door- 
keeper to  employ  an  assistant  and  horses       10 

requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  ex- 
plain why  his  expenditures  have  so  far  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriations        -        -        -      17 

to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  the  same 
inquiry 67 

asking  the  President  for  a  second  copy  of 
Mr.  Monroe.'s  letter        ....      67 

fixing  the  day  of  adjournment    ...    235 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives relating  to  persons  disabled  in 
the,  read 22 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      26 

9th  Con.— 42 
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reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read     199 
called  up,  and  postponed    -        .        .        .    209 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    209 

amendments  agreed  to,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended         ....    %\\ 

Rippen,  Joseph,  a  memorial  of,  read  -      '  -        -      46 
Road,  a  bill  reported  to  regulate  the  laying  out 
and  malung  a,  from  Cumberland,  in  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read        -        -      26 
(See  Cumberland.) 
Rodgers,  Captain  John,  noble  traits  in  the  char- 
acter of,  detailed    (note)         -        -        -     187 
Roxbuiy,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  fit>m  the  House 
of  Representatives  declaring,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  other  purposes,  read      44 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred     ,     -        -      44 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered, to  a  third 
reading-        -        -        -        "(*        -46 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 
amended        ......      46 

Rules,^  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the,  for 

conducting  business  in  the  Senate  •        .-      47 
report  of  the  committee  read       -        -        -     183 
amendments   reported    by   the    committee 
adopted,  with  Airther  amendments,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ....     189 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 

postponed 191 

the  report,  as  amended,  adopted  -        -        -201 
Rum,  arguments  against  the  importation  of,  frt>m 
•  the  British  West  Indies  -        -        -        -     179 

Russell,  Gilbert  C,  memorial,  of  read  and  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  War    ...     183 

the  Secretary's  report  thereon  read  and  re- 
ferred     197 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported  and  read    -        -    210 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 224 

read  a  timrd  time,  and  passed      ...    226 

8. 

St.  Domingo,  notice  of  a  bill  tojsuspend  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  -  -  .  -  -  20 
leave  granted,  and  a  bill  presented  and  read  52 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  62 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  75 
called  up,  and  postponed  -  -  -  -  79 
question  taken  on  the  amendment  -  -  83 
amendments  further  considered  -  -  -  86 
bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  88 
read  a  third  time,  further  amended,  ai\dl  com- 
mitted     89 

further  consideration  of  the  bill  -        -        -  113 

question  taken  on  the  amendment       -        -  1 14 

a  motion  to  reconsider  lost  -        -        -  1 16 

debate  on  the  bill  resumed  -        -        -        -  117 

called  up,  and  passed  as  amended        -        -  138 

Salem,  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  ofthe  town 

of,  read  and  referred  with  others      -        -  81 

Salt,  argument  against  the  importation  of,  from 

the  British  dominions     -        -        -        -     180 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  acts  laying  duties  on,  and  for 
other  purposes,  read        ...        -    243 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -    244 

reported  without  amendment      .        -        -    245 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
passed  as  amended  -----    247 
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the  Houae  of  ReprcMntatives  disagree  to  the 
amendments  and  ask  a  conference,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed    -    248 
the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere    249 
Senate,  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the       -    201 
adjournment  of  the,  without  day         -        -    250 
Senate  Chamber,  an  account  of  the^'expenae  of 
fitting  up  the,  as  a  court  of  impeibdiment, 

referred-. 209 

a  report  thereon  read  ....    224 

read  a  second,  time  ordered  to  a  third  reading    824 

read  a  third  time,  and  agreed  to  -        -        •*    228 

Senators,  names  of  the,  in  attendance,  9, 11,  17,  18, 19 

20,26,45,71 
Sergeant-at-Aims,  a  resolution  to  compensate  the, 
for  his  attendance  on  the  Court  of  Im- 
peachment    «        -        -        -        -        -210 
Sinking  Fund,  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 

of  the,  presented 84 

Slavery,  a  memorial  respecting  the  abolition  of, 

read      ----,-.92 
Slaves,  leave  asked  for  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation o^  after  let  January,  1808        -      20 
question  on  the  leave  asked,  taken  by  yeas 

and  nays,  and  granted    -        -        -        -      21 
bill  in  pursuance  thereof,.presented  and  read      21 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned   -        -        -        -        -/-        -21 
a  resolution,  to  amend  the  Constitution  on 
the  same  subject,  postponed  to  the  next 

session 23> 

Smith,  Samuel,  election  of,  as  President^m)  tern* 

of  the  Senate 9 

re-election  of,  on  Vice  President's  retiring  -     188 
speech  of,  on  the  suspension  of  intercourse 

with  St.  Domingo  -        -        -        -        -      81 
speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  the  same 

subject 38 

speech  on  the  third  resolution  concerning 
British  aggressions          -        -        -        -167 
Smith,  Israel,  speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  relat- 
ing to  British  aggressions        ...      94 
Smithi  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  speech  of,  on  British  aggres- 
sions   »-        -. 110 

Smith,  William.    (See  Ogden,  S.  G.) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  ^e  State  of,  read        -      88 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      89 
reported  without  amendment      -        .        .     144 
called  up,  and  postponed    ....     182 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     182 
read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  on  it 

postponed 184 

called  up,  and  passed         -        -        -        -     192 
State,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  reply  to  a 

resolution  of  the  last  session,  read  -        -      71 
State  Judges,  &c,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of, 

in  certain  cases 72 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  -        -      74 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        .      79 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     113 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     114 
returned  from  the   House  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ferred   .......    145 

reported  as  refimred,  and  the  amendments 
agreed  to        -  -     •        .        .        .        .     igi 


Pia 
Sugar,  a  memorial  praying  additioiidi  profMua 
by  law  to  encourage  the  culture  of,  rewi. 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  <hi    -     -    K 
Sullivan,  James,  and  others,  petitioix  oC  read    •    ¥^ 
referred  to  the  committee  on  other  petitin 
of  similar  character        «  .   .     .      .  i^ 

T. 

Tennessee,  a  resolution  to  open  lend  offices  is 

the  State  of,  referred      -  -         -       •  •> 

a  bill  reported  to  anthorae  the  State  ci,  to 
issue  grants  of  certain  lands,  &€^  tad 
read      ..--         -         ...e 
read  a  aecond  time    -        -         -        .      .  :^ 
bill  amended,  and  the  further  oofneadenlMi 

thereof  postponed  -        -         •         .      .  i& 
passed  as  amended      -        -         -        .       .  1^ 
leave  asked  and  obtained  for  a  biH  to  csiy 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act  re^ 
lating  the  grants  of  land,  dec,  south  of  tbe 
State  of,  and  a  bill  presented  and  nad   •  'a' 
read  a  second  time    -        -         -        .       .   ]• 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -       •   is 
read  a  third  tame,  and  further  aotiovi  thereon 
postponed      ...         ...  If. 

called  up,  and  again  postponed  -        .       -   l^ 
again  called  up,  and  passed         -        .       .  ^ 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repiesentativei 

with  amendokenta  -        -         -        .       .  li> 
the  said  amendments  concorred  in      •      •  ^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  b 
addition  to  an  tot  regulating  the  grantidf 
land,  dec,,  south  of  the  State  of^  rwd       •  23- 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        .       .  SS 
reported  with  imendmente  -        •       .  Uv 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •  'i'- 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   •  ^ 
Territorial  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  extend  jurisdictiioii  ineer> 
tain  cases,  to  the,  read    -         .        .        .  SI 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  ^ 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read   SSI 
ordered  to  a  thfrd  reading  as  amended        -   & 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  SS^ 
Toppan,  Edward,  and  others,   a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  lefief  oC 
read       ----...4; 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -       -    ^ 
reported  without  amendment      -        .       .    4^ 
question  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  third  read- 
ing, lost 4^ 

Ttmding-houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  estabUah,  with  eettain  In- 
dian tribes,  read     •        .        .        .       .   S31 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -       •  ^ 
reported  with  amendments         -        -       •  ^ 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -        -        -        -        .       .  SS** 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  ^ 
Treasurer,  the  general  account  of  the,  preaeoi- 

ed  and  read    -        -        -        -        .       .    /i" 
two  hundred  copies  of  his  report  ordered  to 
be  printed      -        -        -        .        .       .  SIS 
Treasury,  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the,  witii  Ins 

annual  report,  read         -        .        .       .    19 
report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the,  in  obe£- 
enoe  to  a  resolution  of  tiie  last  sesaioa, 
read       ---...-    43 

and  referred  fo  a  select  committee      -       •    ^ 
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Tanii,  a  resolution  requesting  ike  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
cause  of  differenp  with  the  Bey  of  -  242 
a  Message  from  the  President,  oommunicat- 
ing  the  information  asked  for,  with  the 
Ambassador's  letter,  read,  and  referred    -    246 

U. 

Upper  Missirtrippi  Compttiy,  a  memorial  in  Be- 
half of  tiie,  read     -----      46 

V. 

Vessels,  a  biH  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, concerning  the  further  safeguard  of, 
read       -------    23T 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -    237 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        .    246 
question  on  its  third  reading  decided  in  the 
negative,  and  the  bill  lost        .        .        -    247 

W. 

Washington,  a  memorial  from  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees appointed  to  superintend  the  educa- 
tion of  youth  in  the  city  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -------46 

White,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  8t.  Domingo  bill  -     117 
"Witnesses  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase,  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of         --.---80 
a  bill  reported  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  read      83 
read  a  second  time     -        -        ...      84 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        «-    '    -       89 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreseAtatives 

with  amendments  -        •        -        -        -    243 
the  amendments  read,  disagreed  to,  and  con- 
ference asked         -      '  -        -        -        -    244 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
coaftrence  asked    -        -        -        -  .      -    246 

Wood  Ulaiid,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of -Representatives  to  erect  a  light- 
hoQse  on,  and  for  other  purposes,  tead     -     114 
read  a  second  time,  and  rufened         -        -     116 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     141 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .^        .        •     144 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     i6l 
MToodwsffd,  Augustus  B.,  memorial  of,  presented    239 
^Woollens,  Mr.  8.  Smith's  reasons  for  desiring  a 
prohibition  of  the  importation  o^  from 
Great  Britain         -        -        «•        -    178 
Worthington,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  British  aggres- 
sions    -------     104 

Wxight,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  introducing  his  bill 

for  the  pcpteetion  of  American  seamen    «      57 

Sf  eas  and  na)i^^^^Knting  leave  to  bring  in  a 

bill  to  I^^^Hne  importation  of  slaves    -      21 

on  the  thu^^Hiig  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Theod^j^Hftnisted      -        -        -        .      46 

on  the  tilMHKUng  of  the  bifl  for  relief  of 
Edward' 4'il|iien  and  others     -        -        -      46 

on  referring  Vlfrfain  documents  to  a  special 
committee   \-        -        -        -        -        -      61 

on  the  adopbioh  of  the  resolution  requesting 
the  President  to  cause  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate    -      70 

on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  oonoeining 
foreign  inter oonne  -        -        -         80, 81 

on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  suspending 
commercial  intercouiae  with  8U  Bomingo 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  two  resolutions  asking  certain  iaforma- 
tion  of  the  President       -        -        -        -      85 

on  reference  of  the  biH  relating  to  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations     -        -        -      66 

on  sundry  motions  to  •  refer  and  amend  the 
same 87,88 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Captain  Seth  Harding    -        -        •        -      89 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  certain  parts  of 
the  second  resolution  relating  to  British 
aggressions 108 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  suspending  trade 
with  St..  Domingo 114 

on  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  section  added  to 
saidbUl  -        -        -        -        -        -     116 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  bill    •        -     138 

on  a  motion  to  ^tpone  to  next  session  a 
bill  for  the  protection  of  American  sea- 
men        138 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana  -        -        -        -        •     141 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  classing 
the  militia      ------     141 

on  striking  out  the, fourth  section  of  the  bill 
to  punish  counterfeiters  of  the  current 
coins      -        -        -        -        -'-        -     143 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -     162 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  priv- 
ilege by  foreign  Ministers        -        -      166, 166 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Peter 
Landais 183,184 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
dtc. 184 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  of  George- 
town, Distrii;t  of  Columbia     -        -        -     190 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 
grants  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
land  south  of  Tennessee         -.        -        -    208 

on  striking  out  an  amendment  to  the  Army 
regulations  as  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the 
hair 210 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamet  Caramalli  -        -      - .        -        .    295 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  any  act  as  to  authorise  the  receipt 
of  evidences  of  public  debt  in  payment  for 
lands 227 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  authorising  a 
bridge  over  Potomac  river       -        .        .    229 

on  ordering  to  a  third  reiadiag  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  goods,  Ac    232 

on  postponing  to  the  next  session  the  Poto- 
mac bridge  bill        -        -        -        -        •    234 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  Army 
and  Navy  officers  from  holding  civil  of- 
fice         236 

on  the  bill  to  pn^ibit  the  importation  of  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  dec    -        .        .        .    240 

on  amending  the  bill  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Chickasaw  treaty  -    243 

on  amending  the  bill  repealing  the  duties  on 
salt,  and  for  other  purposea     -        -        .    247 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  from  the  Journals 
everything  in  relation  to  the  memorials  of 
S.  G.  Ogden  and  William  Smith    -        -    260 
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Abigail,  sloop,  report  on  the  petitions  of  the  own- 
ers of,  refasing  the  fishing-boonty  prayed 
lor,  read  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    471 
Abolition  Convention,  memorial  of  the  American, 

read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  •    445 
Accounts,  appointment  of  a  committee  of  -        -    256 
Adjournment,  sundiy  motions  relating  to,  post^ 

poned    -------    830 

a  joint  committee  appointed  to  fix  a  day  for    9.8 
the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appointment 

of  a  committee      -        -        -       .  -        -    993 
a  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  16th  ik  April 

sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  -        -    994 
•greed  to  with  an  amendment,  which  was 

also  agreed  to         -        .        .        -        .  1083 
the  committee  wait  on  the  President  and 
inform  him  of  the  intended    -        -        -1116 
Aelava,  Michael,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Joseph 

Chambers 1180 

Aggressions,  several  resolutions  in  relation  to, 
committed  on  our  commerce  by  the  vessels 
of  foreign,  nations,  read  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole       -        -        -    302 

a  debate  thereon 895 

(See  Non-Importation — N&n-Iniercourse — 
British  Aggressions,) 
Alexander,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appro- 
priations         1002 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  in  the  case  of  the 
memorials  of  Ogden  apd  Smith      -        -  1091 
Alexandria,  memorial  of  the  Common  Council 
of,  praying  for  a  quarantine,  read  and  re- 
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reduction  of  court  fees,  referred      -        -    372 
Allen,  John,  and  John  Thompson,  protest  of     -  1176 
Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to 
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the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from,  the 
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to  the  secret  journal  -  -  -  .  950 
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Amory,  Francis,  a  report  on  the  petition  oU  tt- 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
an  unfiivorable  report  thereon  ooncuned  ia 
Armed  Vessels,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  on  the  oenditton  of  tlie  patllic 

Armistead,  Theodorick.    (See  Gtorge^  brig.) 

Artay  of  the  United  States,  a  select  rommrttff 

appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  regulations 

for  the  government  of  the       ... 

a  bin  reported  by  said  committee,  read  twice 
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debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 
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some  of  the  Senate's  amendments  agreed  Co, 
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the  act  as  perfected    -        -        .        .       - 
petition  of  sundiy  officers  of  the,  serviaf 
in  Louiuana,  praying  augmentation  of 
pay,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    - 
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Public  Lands,  on  the  petition  of  -  - 
a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
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ency of  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  • 

Athens,  Georgia,  a  resolution  directing  the  Poit- 
master  General  to  report  thr  state  of  the 
roftd  from,  to  New  Orleans,  dec 
the  Postmaster  General's  report  in  replj 
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Atkinson,  John,  and  others,  affidavit  of      -       •  i'*^ 

B. 

Barbaiy  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  tht 
act  to  protect  commerce  and  Beamen 
against  the    ------  1-'^ 

Barker,  Wiiliaro,  Affidavit  of    -        -        -       - '1&3 
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Coins,  a  bill  reported  to  revive,  dbc,  the  aetr^gu* 

lating  foreign         .....    294 

debate  on  the  same    -        -        -        -      .  -    298 

amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading-        .--.--    300 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    300 
returned  from  the  Senate,  vnth  amendments    921 
amendments  and  bill  referred     ...    933 
amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  with 
amendments ......     986 

the  act  as  perfected    .....  1263 

Collection  of  duties.  (See  Imparts  and  Ttmnage.) 
Colonial   trade,  the  Committee  of  WayjB   and 
Means  discharged  from  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  depreda- 
tions on  our,  and  the  subject  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -        -    409 
Commerce  and  Manufectures,  members  of  the 

committee  on         -        -        -        -        -    263 

Committee  of  Accounts,  resolutions  instructing 

them  to  pay  the  Doorkeeper  and  laborers  1107 
Committees,  appointment  of  the  standing  •        -    255 
of  the  Whole  House,  rules  regulating  the 

action  of 291 

Mr.  Sloan's  resolutions  relating  to  the  man- 
ner of  appointing  and  governing  -  -  1115 
Confidential  communications,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  whether  any 
alteration  should'be  made  in  the  standing 
rules  relating  to  -  -  -  -  '  -  ^8 
Conrad,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  defence  of  ports  and 

harbors 396 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 

Harmony 464, 473 

on  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  -    499 


Coniad,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 

on  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  further  consideration  of 
Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution   -    764 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Tazoo 

bill,  so  called  .        .        ,        .        .    915 

on  the  Navy  appropriations       ...  1020 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  io  the  bill  re-  • 
pealing  the  duty  on  salt  -        ...  1099 
Constitution,  Mr.  Randolph  offers  an  amendment 

to  the,  relating  to  judges         ...    446 

a  debate  thereon 499 

the  same  postponed   -        .        •        -        .    608 
sundry  resolutions  to  amend  the,  presented 

and  laid  on  the  table      ....    894 
Mr.  Newton's  resolution  called  up,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -        -    933 
Contingent  expenses,  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  a  law  requiring  the 
Secretaries  of  the  several  Departments  to 
report  annually  a  detailed  account  of  their    363 
Contingent  Fund,  the  President  of  the  l/nited 

States,  transmits  an  tccount  of  the  -        -    340 
Contractors,  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  exclude,  firom  a  seat  in  ei- 
ther House  of  Congress,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        •        -    933 
Contracts,  a  resolution  directing  the  Po8tma»> 
ter  General  to  report  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  holding,  for  carrying  maU,  dtc.    761 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  obedi- 
ence thereto -    828 

Cook,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  defence  of  porta  and 

harbors 623, 626 

in  favor  of  thhd  resolution  on  that  subject  -    846 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yazoo 

biU(80caUed) 907 

Copper,  a  bill  laying  a  duty  op,  twice  read,  and 

committed      ......    988 

Cory,  WUUam  and  Caleb,  deposition  df  -  -  1161 
Cranston,  John  L.,  and  others,  deposition  of  -  1 163 
Chittenden,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on  the 

bill  autiiorizing  a  detachment  of  militia  402 
Crowninshield,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  -  -  266 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures relative  to  the  collection  of  duties, 
and  on  his  own  resolution  on  the  same 

subject 9W 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
arms,  &c.       ......    270 

on  the  bill  reported  in  the  case  of  the  brig 

George  -        -        -        " .       *    .    '    ^®^ 

introductory  of  a  resolution  relating  to  im- 
pressed seamen      -        -        "       .*        '    ^^ 

on  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  neutral 
righU 411 

introiductory  of  a  motion  to  call  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of 
imports  and  exports  during  the  year  1802    441 

on  a  resolution  to  regulate  trade  with  the 
West  Indies 462 

in  support  of  his  report  against  making 
Charlestown,  in  Virginia,  a  port  of  entry 
and  delivery -    484 
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Crowninshield^  Mr.,  remarks  of— 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  8t. 

Domingo       -        .....    510 
on    Mr.  Gregg's    non-importation    resolu- 
tion        :     652, 750 

on  continuing  the  Mediterranean  fund        -  1062 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  axoad 
from,  to  the  Sute  of  Ohio       -        -        -    322 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 323 

reported  with  amendments  ...  517 
<lebate  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  -  835 
the  question  on  postponement  negatived  -  837 
the  bill  as  amencied  ordered  to  a  third  reading  838 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  840 
the  act  as  perfected  .  -  -  -  -  1236 
Current  Coin,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  punish 

counterfeiters  of  the  •  /  -  -  -  536 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  -  575 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -1 100 
the  act  as  perfected    .        •        -        -        -  1290 

D. 
Dade,  John,  and  others,  deposition  of        -        -  1165 
Dana,  Mr,,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  plaves        349,  369,  363,  373 

on  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors    -     38^  388 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  relating  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbors        ....    393 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of 
militia  -        -        -        -        -     401, 406 

on  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves 439 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  interoonrse  with  St. 
Domingo 612 

expresses  a  wish  that  Mr.  Claric's  resolution 
of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Post- 
master General  should  lie  over  for  a  day      832 

speech  of,  on  foreign  aggressions        -        -    895 

speech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  secret  journal         -        -        -    057 

remarks  of,  on  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Navy       -        -        -        -        -   999,  1019 

moves  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  the 
bill  for  redemption  of  the  public  debt       -  1053 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  &c     1060 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Early,  in  the  case 
of  the  memorial  of  Ogden  &  Smith  -  1090 
Danish  Consul,  at  Tripoli,  a  resolution  to  in- 
quire of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  service  rendered  to 
the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Philadelphia, 
by  the 440 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  thereto,  read 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  •        -    586 

a  report  thereon,  with  a  resolution  in  honor 
ox  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading -    828 

read  a  tlurd  time,  and  passed  unanimously      829 

the  resolution  as  approved  .'        '        *  ^^^^ 

Darien,  Georgia,  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures to  erect  the  town  of,  into  a  port  of 

entry 322 

Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit 

the  exportation  of  arms,  &c.   -        -        -    271 

on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 
slaves  (with  a  motion  to  postpone)  -        -    372 


Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  of-*  P«^ 

on  defence  of  ports  and  harbors         377,  380, 397 

on  Mr.  Early'e  resolution  on  the  same  sub- 
ject       ....        304,  396,  523,  &i5 

on  the  motion  to  diseharge  Ibe  ComiiuttK 
of  Ways  and  Means  finom  thnt  part  of  tke 
President's  Message  relating  to  neatiat 
rights 409 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  reacdution  relatzng  Is 
plurality  of  offices  -         -         -         -        -  91 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  in  reiatioD 
to  the  secret  journal        -        -        -        -    #sS 

on  the  bill  for  fortifying  the  porta  and  har- 
bors        IMS 

Debts  due  by  the  United  Sutes.     (See  UmUd 

States  Debt.) 
Decorum  and  Debate,  rules  relating  to       -       -    SS^ 
Denmark.    (See  Henfiekf  briganiine*) 
Direct  Tax,  a  resolution  to  instrod  the  Conamt- 

tee  of  Claims,  in  relation  to  ooUectois  oC,    ST( 

a  report  thereon,  read  and  oommitled  -        -    3S: 

resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to,  reAumg 
further  allowance  to  ooUect<»s  o^    -        -    IS. 
District  of  Columbia,  a  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  ......    3K 

resohitions  to  recede  the,  to  Maiyiand  and 
Virginia*  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole 45* 

a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wadiington 
county  in  the,  praying  a  reoeasioQ  to 
Maryland  of  that  part  of  said  Distriei 
taken  from  Montgomery  ooonty,  r^Sand 
with  the  resolution  abovementioned         -    SIS 

a  petition  of  the  Board  of  O^mniaaionen  ci 
Washington  county,  praying  that  dCy 
property  may  be  taxed  for  county  pur- 
poses, referred  to  a  select  oommittee        •    ^ 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants'  of  the  aame 
county,  praying  authority  to  endose  the 
public  grounds  on  certain  conditions^  re- 
ferred to  the  last  eommittae    -       -        -    536 

a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  topfile. 
mentary  bill  to  the  act  for  organiaiig  the 
militiainthe ^ 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  presented,  rsad 
twice,  and  committed     -        >        .       .    S^) 

postponed  indefinitely        ....  I06r 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  tines 
for  holding  courts  in  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed      ......  lOT 

bill  reported,  and  passed    ....  liui^ 


the  act  as  perfected 
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bill  to  add  to  and  amend  several  ads  in 
relation  to  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  lOsi 
Dodge,  Greorge,  and  others,  a  report  adverse  to 

the  petition  of 799 

Doorkeeper,  a  resolution  to  fix  the  compensation 

ofthe    -, 3S3 

a  resolution  to  allow  extra  compensation  to 

the  -  -  -  ..  .  .391 
referred  to  a  special  committee  -  -  -  39' 
report  recommending  the  allowance,  agreed 

to 429 

Dorr,  John,  a  report  adverse  to  the  petition  o£, 

read,  and  agreed  to        -        .        .        .    S4 
Douglas,  John,  memorial  ot,  complaining  of  the 
undue  election  of  Michael  Leib,  refened 
to  the  Committed  of  Elections         .        -39 
a  report  adverse  to  the  prayer,  agreed  to     -    335 
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Drawback,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
the  oath  and  signing  the  bond  in  cases  of, 
read  ^wice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole 300 

recommitted  to  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures         .....    344 

an  amendatoiy  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed -    390 

last  bill  amended 453 

a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  con- 
curred in 466 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  on  a  petition  for,  on 
debentures,  read  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      ....    306 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as   Assistant 

Doorkeeper -    266 

allowance  made  for  extra  services       -        -    429 

E. 

Early,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  im- 

poee  a  tax  on  the  importation  of  slaves  347,  363 

371 

introductory  to  his  resolution  relating  to  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  depart- 
ments     363 

on  the  resolution  for  defence  of  porte  and 
harbors  -----..    3gl 

introductory  of  his  own  resolutions  on  the 
same  subject-        ...      391,396,630 

on  the  bill  for  the  payn^ent  of  witnesses  in 
the  impeachment  case    •        -        .    ,   .    495 

on  the  St.  Domingo  bill      -        -        .        -    614 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution       -        .        .        .        .     623, 748 

speech  on  Mr.  Leib's  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further 
consideration  of  said  Tesolation       •        .    768 

advocates  Mr.  J.  Clay's  motion  that  the  seme 
Committee  rise  from  consideration  of  Mr. 
Nicholson's  resolution    -        -        •        .    799 

remarks  o(  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plurality  res- 
olutions ---...    867 

remarks  prefixing  a  resolution  on  the  memo- 
rials of  Ogden  A  Smith  ...  1090 

£«ton,  Gen.  William,  a  resolution  in  honor  of, 

referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  274 
a  discussion  of  the  said  resolution  -  -  277 
which  is  amended  by  striking  out  **  sword" 
and  inserting  a  medal  of  gold  with  suita- 
ble devices"  -  -  -  -  .  -  279 
the  resolution  referred  to  a  select  committee  281 
their  report  thereon  referred  to  Committee  of 

the  Whole 306 

a  debate  on  the  resolution  as  amended        -    314 
the  resolution  recommitted         ...    321 
reported,  and  again  referred  to  Committee  of 
the  Whole     ......    337 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  laid  before  Ae 
House,  with  sundry  documents  in  support 
of  a  claim  for  expenses  incurred,  &c.,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    799 
a  favorable  report  thereon  made,  and  a  bill 
ordered  for  his  relief,  which  is  presented, 
twice  read,  and  committed      ...    996 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading       -        .  1083 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 10S3 


Page. 
Education,  a  bill  to  incorporate  an  institution  for, 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  twice  read, 
and  committed       .....    880 
Elections,  members  of  the  Committee  on  -        -    266 

a  report  of  said  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Spalding 302 

the  report  is  debated  and  recommitted      304,  306 

substance  of  the  debate  on  said  report      307,  312 

a  partial  report  frt>m  the  committee,  on  the 
credentials  of  members  returned      -        -    313 
Elliot,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  a  part 

of  the  President's  Message      -        .        .    269 

on  the  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  Gen. 
Eaton    -, 277 

on  a  resolution  relating  to  impressed  ste- 
men      -        -        -      .  -        -        -        -    336 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  relating  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbors       ....    396 

an  additional  resolution  on  the  same  subject 
moved  by 396 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution       ......    636 

Ellis,  Colonel,  the  Governor  of  Mississippi's  t>r- 

ders  to 1197 

Elmer,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  in  hon- 
or of  General  Eaton       ....    317 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors 389 

on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Georgetown  ....    478 

on  the  St.  Domingo  bill      -        -        -        -    614 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution       -        -        -       .-        -        -    630 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolutions  relating  to 
plurality  of  offices  •        -        -        -        -    890 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  relating  to 
the  secret  journal  ....        -    963 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt,  itc    -  1061 
Ely,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to 

defence  of  ports  and  haibors    ...    379 

on  the  Senete  bill  relating  to  Society  of  Har^ 
mony 464, 469 

on  the  St.  Domingo  bill      -        -        -        -    616 
Entrance  and  clearance  of  vessels,  a  resolution  to 
instruct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufectures  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  altering  the  law  in  relation  to  the, 

in  certain  districts 698 

Eppes,  Mr.,  reasons  of,  for  moving  io  postpone 

the  consideration  of  the  Yazoo  claims       -    487 

remarks  of,  on  the  St.  Domingo  bill    -        -    616 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolutiofi 666 

speech  on  Mr.  Nicholson's,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject         822 

speech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  relating  to 
the  secret  journal    ...        -        -    978 

speech  on  the  Navy  appropriations     -        -  1001 

on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices      -  1013 
Estimate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  estimate, 

as  called  for 1021 

Evans,  John,  and  others,  a  protest  of,  against 

Spanish  aggressions  •  -  •  -  1171 
Evidences  of  public  debt,  a  letter  fivm  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  1160 
Exporte,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of,  of  all  for- 
eign merchandise  during  the  last  three 
yean 446 
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Extra  service,  a  resolution  making  allowance  to 

certain  officers  of  the  House  for      -        -    429 

F. 
Finances,  re)port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre^au- 

iy#  on  the  state  of  the    ....  1145 

Findley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-im- 
portation resolution        ...      610, 767 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  allusion  to 

subjects  discussed  with  closed  doors         -    631 
remarks  in  favor  of  postponing  the  Cifmber- 
land  Road  bill        .        .        .        .        .    836 

remarks  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relat- 
ing to  plurality  of  offices         -        .    886,  927 
remarks  on  the  same  member's  motion  in  re- 
lation to  the  secret  journal      ...    962 
remarks  on  the  adherence  of  the  Senate  to 
their  amendment  of  the  salt  bill'     >        -  1102 
Firearms,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary 

of  War  for  a  statement  of  number  of,  dtc.  •    337 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  to  the 
resolution      .....       ^    339 

Fish,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  ' 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  report  a 
bill  to  equalise  the  bounties  on        -        -    298 
Fishing  Bounty,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jon- 
athan Very,  praying  the,  agreed  to  -        -    892 
Fisk,  Mr.,  remariLs  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves        ...    351 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors    ......    389 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices 881 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill,  relat- 
ing to  Vazoo  lands         -      .  -        -        •    913 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 

secret  journal         -        -        -    ,   -        -    966 
on  the  Navy  appropriations        ...  1002 
Flanagan,  William,  affidavit  of-        -    >    -        -1193 
Floridas,  the,  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution  ealiiag  up* 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  com- 
municate any  information  in  his  posses- 
sion in  relation  to  an  application  said  to 
have  been  made  to  draw  money  from  the 
Treasury,  before  an  appropriation  by  law, 
for  the  purchase  of         ....    995 
a  reply  to  the  resolution,  by  the  Seoetaiy  of 

the  Treasury 1028 

Folch,  Governor,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to*  Gover- 
nor Claiborne         .....  1177 
Fontineau,  widow,  deposition  of,  in  relation  to 

Bayou  Pierre 1109 

Foreign  aggressions.    (See  Non-imporiaiion  and 

British  aggresnona.)  t 

Forfeitures,  dec     (See  Judicial  Cottrts,) 
Fortifications,   a  Message  from  the  President, 
communicating  information  asked  for  in 
relation  to  the,  &c         ....    475 
France,  documents  showing  the  complaints  made 

by,again8t  our  commerce  with  SU  Domingo  1216 
Franking  privilege,  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
to  inquire  into  abuses  of  the    -        -        -    257 
French  spoliations,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  for,  referred    ...    276 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  seoond 

time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -    297 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     300 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to     -        -        -        .    332 


French  Spoliations— continued.  ?»gt. 

the  act  approved        -         -         -         -        •  IS:S5 
a  supplementary  act  on  the  same  snbfeet    -  I^ 
Frigates,  and  other  public  vessels,  a  resohsica 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj  to 
report  the  condition  of  the       -         -      •    397 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nsrj  k 
reply  thereto  ...         -         •       .  k^ 
Frying  Pans.     (See  ShoalsJ) 
Furs,  a  petition  of  the  Philadelphia  hatfcen,pnT- 
ing  that  the  mode  of  vending  may  be  reg- 
ulated by  law,  read  and  referred      .       •   r^ 

G. 

Gallatin,  Albert,  letter  from,  to  the   oommitxee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieary 
of  amending  the  act  relating  to  forfeit- 
ures, 4cc        -        -         -         ...    33] 
(See  TVeasury,) 
Galleries,  motions  to  dear  the   -       333  to  833  jMnis. 
GalliopoUs,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relating 
to  a  grant  of  land  to  the  French  inhabit- 
ante  of  -        -        -        -         -         -        -    4!t 

referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  •        -    49 
reported,  and  ordeied  to  a  third  reading      -    4ii 
read  a  third  time,  andpaseed      -        -        .447 
the  act  as  approved    .        -        -        -        -  i*r 

Gantt,  the  Rev.  Dr.,  the  Senate  inform  the  House 

that  they  have  elected,  as  Ch^ain         -    ^ 
George,  the  br^,  resolution  instmeting  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Mannfectores  to 
take  into  consideration  the  case  of  -       -    i73 
a  bill  reported  to  admit  to  entry  the  bnadv 

on  iKMrd  of,  referred       -        -        .       '.   38! 
debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whcrfe  and  n- 
committed     -        -        -        -        -        .   2^3 

a  report  thereon  again  referred  to  CoBBiit- 

tee  of  tiie  Whole S^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   -        .        .       .    s^ 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        •       .    2;^ 
Georgetown,  District  of  CohunMa,  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Presbyterian  CoBgregatioD  oi, 
read  twice  and  committed       -        -        .041 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  after  debate        -    479 
read  a  third  time  and  paseed        •        .       .    4^: 
the  act  as  approved   .....  I^ 
a  memorial  of  the  Corporation  of,  prayiof 
authopty  to  the  Levy  Court  to  lay  a  tax  on 
city  property,  dec,  referred  to  the  coauiit- 
tee  on  a  similkr  petition  of  the  Board  o{ 
Commissioners   of  Washington   oeantr. 
District  of  Columbia       -        .        .        •    ^ 
Geof^fia,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislatwe  oi,  pny- 
ing  that  a  division  line  may  be  plainly 
marked  between  that  State  and  North  Ca- 
rolina, refeired        -        -        -        -        -    34^ 
a  report  of  the  special  committee  thereon, 
referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    ^ 
Glendy,  the  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain    •    ^' 
Goldsborough,  Robert  H«,  the  Speaker  refnasted 
to  address  a  letter  to,  acknowledging  the 
delivery  and  acceptance  of  certain  books 
presented  by  .-----    446 
Goldsborough  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating 

to  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment      -        .447 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relatiBg  to 

Yaaoo  lands 907.51* 

is  excused  from  voting  on  said  bill,  and  the 
excuse  afterwards  rescinded    -        -        .91^ 
Goodwyn,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  aa  unfovorabie 

report  on  the  petition  of,  agreed  to  -        .357 
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Ptge. 
Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of,  for  the  year  1806,  twice  read 
and  com mitted  to  Committee  of  the  Whole    485 
reported  with  amendments  ...    878 

the   amendments  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  879 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  879 
returned  from  the  Senat^  with  amendments  1009 
bill  and  amendments  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, of  Ways  and  Means  ...  1010 
a  non-agreement  reported  and  a  confereaee 

asked 1016 

the  conference  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  ^    -  1632 
a  report  from  the  Managers,  a  meMsge  from 

the  Senate,  and  the  two  Houses  ttf^em     -  10S8 
the  act  as  approred    .....  1266 

Grand  Pre,  Governor  Charles,  a  letter  from,  to 

Governor  Williams         -        -  *      -        -  1198 

Granger,  Gideon,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of         -        -        -    832 
a  report  from  said  committee,  recommend- 
ing a  postponement  of  the  inquiry  until 
next  session  of  Congress,  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table 1066 

the  consideration  of  the  report  indefinitely 
postponed 1116 

Grappe,  Jean  Baptbte,  a  deposition  of,  relating  to 

Bayou  Pierre 1211 

Grappe,  Francois,  a  deposition  of,  on  the  same 

subject 1212 

Gregg,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  refereiice  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  President's  Message       -        *    260 

remarks  of,  introductoTy  of  his  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  Yazoo  claims       ...    266 

remaHks  of,  introductory  of  inquiry  into  the 
acts  providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands 
northwest  of  the  Ohio     •        -        .        .    266 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exp6rt- 
atfon  of  arms,  dbc.  -        .        .'       .        •    273 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  Revolu- 
tionary pensions     .....    296 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  thot 
portion  of  the-MesBOge  relating  to  neutral 
rights 411 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  ta  suspend  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain  -        -    412,  638, 

748,  767 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  -print  the  report 
made,  in  1791,  by  the  Secretary  of  Stata, 
on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations     -        -        -    417 

remtfks  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone  his  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  Yazoo  datms  -     434,  487 

remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  the  bill  rela^ 
ing  to  a  Naval  Peace  £stablishment        -    447 

remarks  of,  on*  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the 
Society  of  Harmony        -        -        -       '  -    464 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  amend  the 
Constitution 502 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  rejeet  the  Sen- 
ate bill  relating  to  Yasoo  lands        -        -    907 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  reso- 
lution relating  to  plurality  of  offices         -    927 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  reported  on  the  same 

subject 1011 

Gregory,  Nathaniel,  a  resolution  to  compensate, 

for  extra  services,  laid  on  the  table  •        •  1066 


Page* 
Gunboats,  a  resolution  appropriating  a  sum  for 

building,  read  and  referred      ...    302 
a  bill  for  building,  and  for  other  purposes, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...    880 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1062 

H. 

Hamet,  CaramalU,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  sundry  letters  relative  to,  read 

and  referred 434 

a  bill  from  the'  Senate  for  the  temporary  re- 

Ucfof 1079 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...        -  1083 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1106 
Harding,  Captain  Seth,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

3ie  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed    •    463 
indefinitely  postponed         -        -        -        -1116 
Harmony,  the  Society  of,  a  bUI  from  the  Senate 

to  empower,  to  locate  land  ...  409 
read  twice,  and  committed  -        -        -    414 

a  debate  on  the  bill  ...  -  -  463 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  '  -  -  464 
read  a  third  time,  debated,  and  committed  -   468, 

470 

again  debated 473 

amended  and  rejected         -        -        -        -    477 
Hats,  a  petition  of  sundry  manufacturers  of,  in 

Philadelphia,  read  and  referred        -        -    272 
Henrick,  brigantine,  the  case  of  the  Danish,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole   -        -    281 
a  favorable    resolution    reported,  which  is 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  .  -  -  476 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  480 
reportep  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        -        -  ,     -    510 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •        -        -    616 
Hill,  Henry,  Consul  at  Cuba,  certificate  of  cer- 
tain protests  -' 1160 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 

petition  of,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        .921 
Holden,  Thomas,  affidavit  of,  relating  to  Spanish 

aggressions    ......  1194 

Holland,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land    -    ^66 

House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the   -        -    ^53 

members  of  the,  in  attendance     -    253,  254,  266, 

267,  263,  267,  272,  275,  281.  283,  285, 

305,  321,  322,  323,  416,  444,  447,  497 

adjournment  of  the    -        -        -        -        -1116 

Hussey,  Tristram,  a  favorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        -'-        -517 

I. 

Importation,  a  resolution  to  prohibit  the,  of  cer- 
tain articles  from  Ghreat  Britain,  referred  -    461 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance 

thereof 824 

a  bill  presented,  twice  read,  and  committed     829 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    842 
a  debate  on  the  bill    -        -        •        -        -    851 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    877 
the  act  as  approved    ...        .        -        -  1289 
Imports  and  tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  ManufiMtures  instructed,  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  regulating  the  collection  of  duties 
on,  so  far  as  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
the  oatli,  giving  bond,  dtc.       ...    266 
the  same  committee  instructed,  &c^  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  importation  of  malt  liquors, 
dtc 266 
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Imports  and  tonnage — continued.  Page. 

same,  so  far  ts  to  remove  the  disabilities  and 
restrictions  now  imposed  on  vessek  arriv- 
ing  at  several  ports  of  entry  from  and  be- 
yond the  Gape  of  Good  Hope  -        -    606 

a  bill  to  amend  the  said  act}  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,  presented,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    841 

the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  (he 
table 046 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended         -    996 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed       ...    996 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1068 

the  amendments  agreed  to  -        -        -  1112 

the  act  as  approved 1284 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed, in  relation  to  the  act  fixing  the  sala- 
ries pf  collectors  of  duties  on  •  -  -  298 
Impressed  seamen,  Mr.  Crowninshield  introduces 
a  resolution  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  a  report  of,  which  was  agreed  to    834 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  thereon  referred 
to  Committee  of  the  Whole    .  >      -        -    636 

the  President's  Message  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  ...    343 

the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged,  and  to 
have  the  subject  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  which  is  agreed  to    -        -    408 
Indian  lands.     (See  Northwest  Territory.) 
Indian  treaties,  a  bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into 

effect  certain,  twice  read  and  committed     1010 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1016 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       ...  1022 

the  act  as  approved    ...        -        -  1293 
Indian  tribes,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  act  regulating  trade  with  the      -    297 

a  bill  presented  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
establiihing  trading-houses  with  the        -     342 
(See  Trading'hotueB,) 
Indiana  Territory,  a  petition  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  dtc,  of,  praying  that  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  may  be  permitted,  dec.      293 

also  a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land 
in,  dec. 294 

both  of  which,  together  with  a  letter  from 
Governor  Harrison,  and  a  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  were  referred 
to  a  select  committee       ....    294 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  enclosing  res- 
olutions of  the  House  of  Representatives 
objecting  to  a  division  into  two  govern- 
ments, referred  to  a  select  committee       -    297 

a  report  from  the  last  committee  on  the  said 
petition,  with  sundry  resolutions,  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         -        -    466 

a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers-  of  land  in, 
praying  further  time  and  relinquishment 
of  interest,  referred  to  the  same  select 
committee      -        -        -        .        . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        - 

read  a  third  time  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  with  amendments 

bill  and  amendments  committed  to  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole 

postponed  indefinitely         .... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  explain  the  act  to 
divide  into  two  governments  -        -        •841 


-    H* 


lois 


842 


463 
462 
466 
633 

674 
1116 


Indiana  Territory— continued.  Pks. 

committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole       •   ^ 
postponed  indefinitely         -         -         -        -  UH 

a  biU  presented  to  amend  the  aet  to  divide, 

read  twice,  and  referred  -         ->         .       .    <^ 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -         -       -   !^ 
a  bill  presented  respecting  eiaims  to  land  bl 
and  State  of  Oluo,  twice  read,  and  oon- 
mitted    -        -        -        -         -         -       -  %k 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -       '\^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  aioeiidment  193 
amendment  agreed  to         -         -         -        -  ll»> 

the  act  as  approved    -        -         -        •       •  1IT( 
a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Randolph 
and  St.  Clair  counties  in,  praying  a  dms- 
ion  of  said  Tercitoty,  and  that  alaT« 
be  admitted,  referral  as  above 
a  bill  from  the  Senate. to  suspend  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  in,  and  Ohio,  read  twice  and 
committed      -.---- 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       ... 
the  act  as  approved    ..... 

I  Inspectors  of  customs,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  td, 
referred  -        -        -         -         -        -    341 

Intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  a  resolution  in 

relation  to---        -        --4» 

with  foreign  nations,  the  act  to  defray  any 
extraordinary  expenses  of       -        -        -  ISS! 

J. 

Jackson,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  Uie  resdatafln  in 

honor  of  General  Eaton  -        -     280,JI$ 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  ooina      -        -   ^ 

on  the  reaohition  relating  to  delence  of  ports 
and  harbors    -        -        -         -        -        .    **♦ 

<m  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Conuaittee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  portion  OE 
Uie  President's  Message  relating  to  neu- 
tral rights       .        .        .        J.        -        .    Il»? 

on  the  bill  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves    44c 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 
Harmony       .....     465, 4$* 

on  the  report  against  making  CharleBtown, 
Virginia,  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery     -    483 

o^rs  a  resolution  relating  to  salaries  of  ter- 
ritorial officers,  which  is  not  considered  -    4^ 

intoroductory  of  a  motion  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely the  Yazoo  claims  r^olution  -        -    4^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  payment  crf'iritr 

4« 


.    832 


.    S33 


on,  the  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of' the  Journals  of  Congress    ... 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  reeolution 

on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Postmaster  General 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
Cumberland  toad  bill      ... 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  relative 
to  the  secret  journal       -     .    -      949,  953, 9^ 

called  to  order  by  Mr.  Randolph  and  others    9^ 

and  retorts  severely  upon  the  form^  -     988, 9^ 

making  an  explanation  in  relation  to  the 
misunderstanding  of  his  conversation  with 
Mr.  GaUaiin ^ 

expresses  a  wish  to  postpone  for  a  day  the 
third  reading  of  Navy  Appropriation  bill  1^ 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lyon's  motion  that  Og- 
den  and  Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition H^ 
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Jackflon,  James,  a  Senator  from   Georgia,  an- 
nouncement of  the  death  of,  to  the  House 
Jersey,  New  Jersey,  a  bill  presented  to  declare 
the  town  o^  a  port  of  entry,  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reacting  -        .        .        .        - 
recommitted,  amended,  and  passed  as  amend- 
ed   

the  att  as  approved 

Johnson,  Mr.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Br.  Sib- 
ley (on  the  march  of  troops)    .        -        - 
Joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  two  Houses  - 
Journal  of  the'Hou0e,'a  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  standing  rules,  so  as  to  prescribe  the 
mode  of  keeping  the'      .... 
a  report  thereon,  and  referred  to  a  Commit^ 

tee  of  the  Whole    -        -        -        -        -    497 
the  report  adopted      .....     836 
Journals  of  Congress,  a  resolution  to  pnrchfise 
certain  copies  of  the,  referred  -        .    '    . 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  oitiered 
a  bill  reported,  twice  tead,  and  committed  • 
Judicial  courts,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  Ihe*  expediency  of  amending  the  act 
relating  to  forfeitures,  dec,  and  to  extend 
the  powers  of  the,  in  the  several  States    • 
a  report  thereon,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 882 

(For  further  action  on  it,  see  State  Courts.) 
Jurors,  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire as  to  the  compensation  to       -        -    294 

K. 

Kelly,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  in  honor 

of  General  Eaton 319 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        ...  -    890 
on  Mr.  Nelson's  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 

bill  relating  to  Yazoo  lands     -      906',  914,  916 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
secret  joum^         .....    973 
Kemper,  Nathan,  Samuel,  and  Reuben,  affidavits 

of,  in  relation  to  Spaniah  Aggressions  1 190, 1 191 
King,  Jopties  W.,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 
services  ------ 

L. 

Lamalaty,  Lewis,  deposition  of,  in  relation 

Spanish  aggressions       ... 
Lambert,  William,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 
services  ------ 

Landais,  Captain  Peter,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  memorial  of,  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims 

a  report  thereon  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole        -        -        - 

a  fovorable  resolution  reported,^ and  a  bill  or- 
dered    ------- 

bill  read  three  times,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment      

the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference 

managers  report,  and  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement         -       -       . 
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Lands,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  the  adjudication  of 
claims  to,  in  virtue  of  purchases  or  trans- 
fen  previous  to  the  examination  of  grants 
under  the  United  Sutes  -        -        -    344 

a  bin  reported  by  said  Committee,  read,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    -    480 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  reported  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  authorizing  the  Seeretary  of 
War  to  issue,  read  twice,  and  committed    476 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    609 

amended,  the  amendments  twiee  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       .        -        -    616 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pttlklic  Lands  -        .        •    643 

said  Committee  report  their  agreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments,  which  report 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 

agreement  reported,  and  the  Hotise  concur 

the  act,  as  approved   ••        -        - '      - 
Latta,  James,  affidavit  of,  relative  to  Spanish  ag- 
gressions       -        -        -        -        -     .   - 
Laurie,  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  - 

allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services  - 
Laws  of  Nations,  debate  on  the  reference  of  so 
mu<^  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the  interpolation  of  new  principles 
into  the  -       ^-        -        -        -        -    268 

Leander,two  several  memorials  of  Samuel  G.  Og- 

den  and  W.  8.  Smith,  in  the  case  of  the     1086 
~  Mr.  Lyon  moves  that  the  petitioners  have 

leave  to  withdraw  their  petition        -        -  1086 

said  motion  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Early  ofiers 
a  resolution  on  the  same  subject     -        -  1090 

which  resolution  b  agreed  to  -  -  -  1094 
Leib,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  motion  to 
instruct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  on  the  subject  of  extending 
the  time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving 
bond,  &c      -.-.--    266 

in  support  of  his  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  subject 
of  a  teidge  over  the  Potomac  -        -        -    416 

bill  relative  to  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment    447 

on  his  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Journals      ....        -    620 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution      761 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
Cumberland  Road  bill    ... 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        -        -        -        -        - 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  journal  -        -        -        - 

on  his  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  pay- 
ing witnesses         -        .        -        -        - 

on  the  navy  appropriations         -        -    994,  1018 
Leonard,  Joseph,  a  letter  from»  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  relating  to  Spanish  affairs  - 
Levis  and  Maxwell,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  - 
(For  further  action  on  the  report,  see 
Joumala  of  Congress,) 
Lewis,  Mr.,  opposes  the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the   Potomac 
bridge    --.---- 

speech  of,  in  favor  of  the  said  bridge  • 

fevor  of  postponing  the  Cumberland  Road  bill 


-    836 


930 


960 


966 


1174 
482 


417 
417 
837 


INDEX. 


A 


Moute  Proceedmg9  and  Debatef. 


Page. 
Libraiy,  a  bill  from  the  8enmte,  ralftting  to  the 

support  of  the,  twice  read  -  -  -  416 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  429 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed      ...    462 

the  aet,  ae  approved 1227 

a  committee  appointed  to  coneider  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  the  act  coaeeming  the     480 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed   >    482 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  twice 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  497 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -  509 
a  notice  from  the  Senate  of  their  appoint* 

ment  of  a  jmnt  oommittae  on  the    •        -    617 
the  House  concur,  and  appoint  their  com. 
mittee  --.....    519 
Light^houses,  a  bill  for  erecting  certain,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts,  and  for  other  purposes,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -        .        .        .    829 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were,  with 

the  bill,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -     938 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -    939 
the  act,  88  approved  -        -        .        •        .  i292 
(See  Long  hiand.) 
Limitation,  a  committee  appointed  to  Inquire  into 
claims  against  the  United  States,  barred 

by  the  statute  of 263 

Limits  of  Georgia.    (See  Georgia,) 

Little  Cornelia,  Mr.  Mumford  relates  the  case  of 

the,  before  the  British  Admiralty    .        .    787 
Long  Island  Sound,  a  biU  presented  to  provide 
for  Iight.hou8es  in,  and  for  other  pnrposss, 
read  twioe^  and  committed      .        -        .901 
repotted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        .    321 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    322 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment      337 

which  amendment  the  House  concurred  in  -    338 
the  act,  as  approved   .....  1226 
Louisiana  Territory,  a  bUI  to  extend  the  powers 

ofthe  surveyor  general  of,  referred   .  .      .    322 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 345 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    352 
the  act,  as  approved   .....  i230 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying  a 
grant  of  lands,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands    -        .        .        .        -    618 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying 
an  amendment  of  the  act  for  adjusting  ti- 
tles, Ac,  referred  to  the  same  committee    834 
sundry  documents  relating  to  rebberies  com- 
mitted l^  the  Spaniards,  in      ...  1214 
Louisiana  Company,  in  Ohio,  a  petition  of  the, 
praying  a  grant  of  lands  for  esUblishing  a 
colony  of  mechanics,    and    professional 
characters,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 448 

Lyon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  (he  price  of  lands  465,  469 
against  postponing  Mr.  Nicholson's  non-im- 

portation  resolution        ....    793 
against  postponing  Mr.  Clark's  resolution 

of  inquiry 832 

against  postponing  the   Cumberiand  road 

bill 886 

in  favor  of  the  third  resolution  relating  to 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors  ...     846 
on  his  motion  to  recommit  the  non-impoita- 
tion  resolution 874 


Lyon,  Mr.,  remark  of — continued.  Pi^. 

on  the  bill  for  fortifying  ports  and  hxfyan  •  lOH 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  -  .  iftsi 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  said  bill  m 

M. 

Macan,  John  G.,  and  others.    (See  Louisiau 

Company.) 
Macon,  Mr.,  Nathaniel,  election  and  sddreis  oi; 

as  Speaker    -        -        >        -      -     •  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  bog 

Greorge 2« 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins  •  -  ^ 
on  the  resplution  to  tax  the  importatioii  ef 

slaves    -        -        .        -        •       •     -  M 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  poets 

and  harbors   -        -        -        -       -    386,531 
on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Sscitt;  of 

Harmony 4Si 

on  the  Senate  bill  for  payment  of  nitnevn  4Sl 
speedi  o^  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importatioa 

resolution      -        -         -        .       .      .  SK 
speech  o(,  in  continuation  of  the  ssme    700, 70 

MoCreery,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bOl, 

relating  to  the  Society  of  Harmoaj      •  43 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-imp«tation 

resolution      -        -        *        .       .      .  SSs 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  fortifying  ports  ud 
harbors  .        -        -        -       .       .     - 1@3 

McFadon,  John,  and  Francis  Johonnot,  lull  o^ 

dered  for  relief  of  -        .....  (7! 
bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole       -       .     .  47) 

Madison,  James,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Marquis  de 

CasaYrujo !» 

Mails,  certain  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to 
the  conveyance  ofj  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads     •  3» 

Malt  liquors,  dec,  Mr.   Crowninshield'i  reeola* 

tion  relating  to       -        .        .       .      •  ^ 

Marine  Insurance  Companies  of  New  YaA,  pe- 
tition of  the,  referred      -        .       .      .  tf^ 
Maiinen^resolution  rdating  to  the  exemption  of, 

from  militia  duty    .    '     -        *       .      •  837 
Marion,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Revolutionu; 

pension  bill    -        -        -        .       .      -  29S 
on  the  resolution  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  import- 
ation of  slaves       -        -        .       .      •  M* 
Marshals,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  secoii- 

ty  required  of ^ 

a  bill  reported  relating  to  bonds  given  by, 

twice  read  and  committed  -  .  -  SN 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  •  4£ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  ^ 
bill  and  amendments  referred  to  a  select 

committee -575 

a  partial  agreement  reported  and  adopted  -  ^ 
the  Senate  agree  in  part  and  disagree  in 

part -  ^ 

the  House  insist         -        .        .       .      -  ^| 
the  act,  as  approved    .        .        .       .      -  i»^ 
a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on 
compensation  to  jurors,  to  inquire  into 

that  to ^ 

Massachusetts.    (See  Ldghi-HouHM,) 
Masters,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  sudtoriiing 

a  detachment  of  militia  -  -  '  .  '  jS 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importntion  lesoliition  ^ 
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Masters,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continaed.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  de- 
fence of  ports  and  harbors      ...     842 
moves  a  new  section  to  the  bill  on  th^t  sub- 
ject         1030 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  rela- 
ting  to  Smith  and  Ogden        -        -        -  1091 
Mattocks,  William,  and  Haines  French.    (See 

Dirtet  Toa?.) 
Mau,  David  Christoph,  books  presented  to  the 
House  by 

Maxwell,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  copy  of  a  letter 

from,  to  General  Castanio,  at  Algesiras  - 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to.  Commodore  John 

Rodgers         ....*. 

Mead,  Cowles,  yeas  and  nays  on  the  queatioD  of 

his  light  to  aMat  in  the  House 
Mediterranean  Fund,  reaolation  in  relation  to 

the,  laid  on  the  table       ... 
(See  8att.) 

Meigs,  Return  J.,  a  debate  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ctaims,  on  the  petition  of 
a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance,  for  relief  of  - 

Members,  attendance  of  in  the  House  263,  264, 

266,  267, 263,  267,  272,  274,  275,  281,  283,  286, 
306,  321,  322,  323,  416,  444,  447,  497 
a  resolution  to  disqualify,  engaged  in  con- 
tracts, &c.     -        -        -        -        -        -    391 

Merrimack  River,  report  on  a  j)etition,  praying 
reimbursement  of  expenses  in  facilitating 
the  navigation  of,  referred  to  Committee 
of  the  Whole 

Message,  the  President's  annual.  (See  Senate 
proceedings,  ante,  p.  1 1) 

resolutions  to  refer  the  above      ... 

a  partly  confidential  -        .        -        -        - 

documents  accompanying  the  same,  which 
were  not  confidential     .... 

a  supplementary,  enclosing  sundry  docu- 
ments     272 

a  confidential 444,1136 

a  report  in  secret  session  on  the,  of  the  6th 
of  December  .        .        -        -        - 

stating  his  i^roval  of  the  bill  relating  to 
foreign  intercourse         -        -        - 

enclosing  an  original  letter  from  our  JMinis- 

tcr  in  London        .        -        -        •        - 

Meesonier,  Francis,  petition  of,  read  and  referred 

an  unfavorable  report  on  the  same  con- 
curred in       - 

Michigan,  a  report  of  the  Governor  and  pneai- 
ding  judge  of,  territory,  transmitted  by 
the  President,  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee    -        - 

a  report  thereon  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 

a  bill  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  abov«- 
mentioned,  reported        -  .      - 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles 
to  land  in,  read  twice     .        .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        .        - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmants 

Senate's  amendments  agreed  to  - 

the  act  as  approved 

various  bills  in  relation  to,  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole 

(among  them  the  one  first  mentioned  above,) 
all  of  which  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         923 
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Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the,  twice  read 

and  committed 878 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  931 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  937 

the  act,  as  approved  .        .        -        .        -  1294 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  resolution  that 
it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  act  fixing  the, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       ...    879 

Militia,  a  report  of  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  relating  to  the 
classification  of  the,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        -        -    327 
a  bill  from  the  same  committee,  authorizing 

a  detechment  of  the,  referred  -        -    333 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      376 

a  debate  on  the  bill 398 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  408 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1022 
which  were  agreed  to  ...        -  1027 

the  act,  as  approved  ....  12i6 

a  resolution  relative  to  arming  the,  referred  i 

to  same  committee 387 

the  report  of  said  committee  read        -        -    932 
the  President  transmits  a  statement  of  the      1010 
Mr.  Vamum  submits  a  report  on  the  organ- 
ization of  the 107& 

Mint,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the 

act  establishing  a  -        -        -        -        -  1063 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1064 

postponed  indefinitely        -     .   -        -        -  1116 

Mississippi  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  dtc,  of,  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  ....    267 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitante,  praying 
^  right  of  pre-emption,  referred  to  the  same 

committee      ------    267 

a  petition  of  the  same  character,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     -        «    390 

the  committee  discharged  from  consideration 
of  the  first  petition,  and  the  same  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    -    729 

a  partial  report  on  the  first  petition     -        -    849 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  dis- 
charged from  further  consideration  of  said 
petition,  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    994 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
mgton  county  in,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  for  purposes  of  education,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     •        -    390 

a  fiivorable  report  on  the  same,  and  a  bill 
ordered 698 

a  bill  to  remove  the  limitetion  of  the  right  of 
sufirage  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  .        -        -    440 

considered  in  committee     -        -        -        -    619 
Miiwouri,  the  President  transmita  the  report  of 
Captain  Lewis,  who  was  appointed  to  ex- 
plore the  river 

Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
tax  the  importation  of  slaves  .        -        - 
Morrow,  Mr.,  a  sarcasm  of,  on  Mr.  Jackson 

remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land  .        .        - 

remarks  of,  against  postponement  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  bill     -        -        -        -        - 
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Mumford,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  Mr.  Nicholson'* 

non-importataon  resolution  ...  779 
expresses  himself  against  postponement  of 

the  same 798 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  relative  to  Ogden 
&.  Smith 1089 

Muscle  Shoals,  certain  resolutions  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  for  opening  the,  referred  to  a 
select  committee     -----    675 

Mutineers.    (See  Brtck,  WUUam.) 

N. 

Nanjemoy,  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -    476 
National  Intelligencer,  a  note  by  the  editor  of  the, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  insinuation 
that  discussion  on  the  Yazoo  claims  had 
been  *<  smothered"          -        -        -        -    908 
NtTal  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  a,  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       338 
bill  debated        -                 ....    447 
called  up  and  considered    ....  1065 
read  a  tnird  time,  and  passed      ...  1078 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1083 
the  amendments  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked     ..--.-  1084 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference      -        -  1 100 
managers  report,  and  Senate  recede    -        -  1101 
the  act,  as  approved 1272 

Naval  Service,  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priation for  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -  '     •        -        -    257 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        -    257 

the  act,  as  approved 1226 

another  bill  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .....  341 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -  '  344 
another  bill  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -    345 
the  act,  as  approved  .        .        -        -        -  1225 
Navy,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice^  and  committed  -  *  -  879 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  -  1003 
bill  recommitted,  reported,  and  passed         -  1021 

the  act,  as  approved 1282 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  to 

a  resolution  of  the  House        ...  101 0 
a  copy  of  the  said  letter,  with  the  estimate 
asked  for        -..-.-  1021 

Navy  Yards,  resolution  to  provide  for  fitting  and 

preparing  certain,  referred      ...    324 

a  repprt  that  no  further  legislative  provision 
iS^ecessary        -  ....    938 

Nelson,  Roger,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 

to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves       -        -    361 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors 384 

against  postponement  of  the  Cumberland 
roadbUl 836 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relative  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        886 

moves  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on  i^e  Yazoo 
lands 906 

remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations  1003, 1019, 

1020 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  plurality  of 
offices         ....  .        .  1007 


Neutral  Rights,  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  relating  to  the 
invasion  of    -        -        -         -         -      - 

the  motion,  after  discosaioQ,  agmed  to 

Mr.  Randolph  submits  a  correspondence  wilk 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  die  sat^ec^ 
which  is  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tb« 

Whole 

Newbiir3rport    (See  Toppan,  Edward) 
Newcastle,  Delaware,  a  report  on  the  expediency 
of  erecting,  into  a  port  of  entry,  read  and 
refened  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

the  said   committee    dis6harged,  and   the 
House,  after  twice  reading,  agreed  to  the 
report    .----.- 
New  Hampshire,  resolution  of  the  Legialatmeo^ 
praying  an  amendment  of  the  Gonstita* 
tiona  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  memmial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of,  in  relatian  to  the 
aggieasions  on  commeice,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole 
New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relatiBg  to 
y         salaries  of  the  Judges  of  ... 

Bead  twice,  and  committed  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 

called  up  and  rejected        .... 

Newspapers,  the  Clerk  ordered  to  canse  duee,  to 

be  fumiahed  to  each  member  ... 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  the  Inig 

George  .------ 

speech  of,  on  non-importation  frtmi  Great 
Britain  ------- 

remarks  introductory   of  a    resolutum   to 
amend  the  Constitution  .... 
New  York,  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  dcc.,o^  V^J- 
ing  an  adequate  defence  of  the  dty 

memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  complaining 
of  aggressions  on  commerce    ... 

memorial  of  the  dtiaens  of,  on  the  same  sab- 
ject — all  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 

Nicholson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  refieienee 
of  a  part  of  the  Presidents  Message 

introductory  of  his  resolution  to  prohibit  im- 
portation from  Great  Britain   ... 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Senate  bill  re- 
lating to  Society  of  Harmony  ... 

on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  Georgetown  ... 

on  the  bill  for  payment  of  witnesses    - 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  interoouxse  with  St. 
Domingo       ...... 

on  the  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Journal        ..... 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution       ...         ... 

speech  on  seconding  Mr.  Randolph's  motion 
that  the  Committee  rise  from  the  consider- 
ation of  Mr.  Gregg's  resolution 

a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  House 

the  Speaker  requested  to  inform  the  Execu- 
tive of  Maryland  of  the  same  - 
Nicklin  and  Griffith,  a  favorable  report  on  the 
petition  of,  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered     - 

bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  oommitted 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
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Pftff6 

Non-importation,  Mr.  Gngg*»  lesolotion  on  the 
Bubject  of,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tlie 

Whole .    412 

a  debate  on  aaid  resolution  -      637,  674, 676, 606, 

636,  700,  780,  761 
the  reeolntion  again  called  a|vand  the;  Com- 
mittee refuse  to  conaider  it       -        -        .  769 
the  Committee  discharged  from  faiither  oon- 

Bideration  of  it        •        -        •        .        .    g44 
sundry  resolutions  on  the  subject  of,  read  and 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole     -    442 
Mr.  Nicholson's,  resolution  relative  thereto  •    449 
a  debate  on  said  resolution,  and  the  Commit- 
tee agree  to  consider      -        -      778, 779, 801 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  said  reso* 

lution    --.....    g<{4 
a  bill  presented  in:  pursuance  of  the.  resolu- 
tion, twice  read,  and  committed      •        -    839 
the  bill  debated,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a 
thirdreading-        •        -        .        .-      •    943 

sgain  debated 861 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    877 
^forfolk  and  Portsmouth,  rasolutions  ad<^ted  by 
the  citizens  o^  ezpreasing  their  indigna- 
tion at  the  aggressions  committed  by  Great 
Britain,  dtc,  reftrred  to  a  Committee  of  >   m 

the  Whole 483 

VoTth  Carolina,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  assenting  to  an  act  of        -    341 
a  bill  reported,  declaring  the  assent  of  Coo*  . 

gress  to  said  act,  twice  lead    ...    408 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...        -    446 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    447 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  'the  expediency 
of  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit 
court  in  the  district  of    -        .        .        .    376 
a  bill  reported,  twice  read,  and  committed  •    414 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    429 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    433 
returned  from  the  8enate  with  amendments, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were  conMuitted  to  a 
select  committee    -        .        -        .        ..  462 
a  report  of  said  committee  ordered  to  lie  on  . 
the  table        ......    490 

the  amendment  of  the  Senate  agreed  to^  with 

an  amendment 616 

the  act  as  approved    •        *        .        .        -  1231 
a  bill  directuaig  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasm^ 
to  cause  the  coast  o£,  between  Capes  Fear 
and  Hatteras,  to  be  surveyed,  twice  read  -    619 
ordered  to  a  third  readiiig  ....    836 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    839 
the  act,  as  approved  •        «        .        -        .  1266 
Northwest  Territory,  a  resolution,  inquirii^  into 
the  several  acts,  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  lands  in  the,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    266 

O. 

>ath,  administration  of  the,  to  the  Speaker  and 

members  of  the  House    ....    264 

>cTacoke,  North  Carolina,  an  amendatory  bill 
erecting  a  new  collection  district,  to  be 
called  the  district  of,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 946 

>fficers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  act  regulating  the  compen-    ^ 

sation  of  the 263 

said  committee  report  a  bill,  which  is  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    390 

9th  Con.— 43 


Officers  of  the  two  Houses — continued.  Page. 

ofdeMd  to  a  third  reading  ....  445 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        .  449 

letnmed  from  the  Senate,  vrith  amendments  833 

amendments  and  bill  reforred     -        ...  934 
the  House  agree  to  som^  and  disagree  to 

other  amendments  -        -        .        .        .  839 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -  849 
the  conhrtfkce  agreed  to^  and  managers  ap- 
pointed-       ......  979 

maaagen  report  nodifioations,  to  which  the 

Senate  agvee-        .        .        .        .        «  921 

the  House  disagree  to  ^  modifications,  and 

adhere 932 

the  act,  as  approved  .....  1264 

Ogden,  Samuel  6.,  a  memorial  of,  complaining 

of  the  conduct  of  certain  ESxecutive  oflScets, 

preeented  by  Mr.  Qnincy,  which  caused 

much  angry  debate       ....  i096 

a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  said  memorial 

ofiered  by  Mr.  Early  ....  109D 
which  finally  passed  fay  yeas  and  nays        .  1094 

Ohio,  a  petition  of  actual  settlers  on  pre-emption 
lands  in,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands       • 694 

said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means 326 

a  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers 
of  lands  Northwest  of  the  river,  praying 
further  time  for  payment,  referred  to  same 
committee 306 

a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land  in 
the  State  of,  praying  further  time  for  pay- 
ment and  relinquishment  of  interest,  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee      ...    322 

a  report  thereon,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole 834 

a  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers 
of  land  Northwest  of  the  river,  and  be- 
tween the  Miamisj  praying  the  right  ofpre- 
emption,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic ijands       •        ...•-    324 

a  report  thereon,  and  a  bill  ordend  in  pur- 
suance thereof        .....    981 
a  bill' for  Uie  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secnta^ 
ry,  and  Judges  of  the  late  Teiritflvy  North- 
weat  of  the  river,  read  twice,  and  oommi^ 

ted 325 

repotted  withouLamendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....    344 
read  a*  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...    302 
the  act,  as  approved  .....  1228 
a-  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  the  quantity  of  land 
sold  in,  annually,  from  the  90th  June, 
1809,  laid  on  the  taUe    •        -        •        -    884 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  in,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted       -        -        996 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1016 
the  act,  as  approved  .....  1269 
a  bill  relative  to  daims  to  land  in,  Ac,  twice 

read  and  committed  ....  914 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  ...  1022 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmento  1080 
amendmenta  of  the  Senate  agreed  to  -  -  1104 
the  act,  as  approved   .       •       .       •       .  1279 


INDEX. 


In 


Hbuae  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Page. 
Ohio  Company,  a  commitlee  appointed  to  oonaid- 

er  the  memorial  of  the    •        -        -        -    264 

the  committee  diacharged,  and  memorial  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Landa     •    321 

an  unfavorable  report,  and  lea^  to  withdraw* 
the  memorial  granted      .        •        •        .    841 

a  second  report  on  a  part  of  the  same  me* 
morial,  also  unfavorable  -        •        -        •    343 
C^o  Canal  Company,  a  memorial  of  the  General 
Aaeembly  of  Kentudiy  in  relation  to  the, 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee    -    448 

a  report  from  said  committee,  that  itia  inex« 
pedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 

rialiats $27 

Olin,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating 

to  Society  of  Harmony    -        •        -        -    464 
Orleans  Territory,  petition  of  the  Legialative 
Council  of,  praying  a  donation  of  lands  for 
support  of  colleges,  dec.,  read  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee      ....    272 

a  report  in  part,  read  and  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole 619 

other  portions  of  said  petitions  referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Lands    > 

a  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of,  referred  to  the  first  committee     - 

a  petition  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  - 

rq>ort  of  said  committee  read  and  referred  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole 

a  resolution  to  establish  land  offices  in,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ascertain  and  adjust 
titles  and  claims  to  land  in      -        -        - 

read  twice  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Pu^ 
lie  Lands       ...... 

report  of  said  committee  committed  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole        .... 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

the  act  as  approved    ..... 

P. 

Paiddrick,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  protest  of,  relating 

to  Spanii^  aggraaaiona  -  •  •  -  1 167 
Palmer,  Henry,  and  others,  ditto  ...  ii69 
Pamlico  Sound,  a  billlbr  fixing  buoys  in,  and  for 

other  purpoaes,  twice  read       ...    839 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •    938 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    939 
Patents,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ozpedi- 

ency  of  amending  the  laws  relating  to     .518 
Patent  rights,  a  reportfrrai  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  adverse  to  the 
extension  of  -        -        .        .        .        .    799 
Peari  river,  report  of  the  Commiasionera  for  the 

district  of,  read  and  referred  ...  518 
Peckham,  Elizabeth,  an   unfavorable  report  on 

the  petition  of        •        -        -        -        .    346 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of,  twice  read 
and  committed       -        -        •        .        .    393 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading       •    462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    462 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment    497 
the  amendment  agreed  to  •        -        -        -    609 

the  act,  as  approved 1232 

a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pray- 
ing an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  •       •    444 


.    522 


.    332 


433 


.    827 


.    463 


.  1063 


1064 

1079 
1083 
1274 


Pensioners,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretsiy 
of  War  to  report  at  next  aeaskm  a  fiat  oC 
placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  aeveraJ  States  §h 
Revolutionary  aervices,  urdered  to  lie  on 

the  table 939 

Pensions.    (See  BevohtHonanf  War,) 
Peters,  Robert,  and  others,  petition  of,  in  relalioa 
to  subdivisions  of  sqaaics  and  lots  in  ths 
City  of  Washington,  read  and  lefeiied    •   779 
a  bill  presented  fer  purposes  prayed  for,  read 
twice  and  committed      -        -         -        -    3K 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  certain  reaotntiofis  of  the 
inhabitants  of,  leferred  to  Committee  of 

the  Whole 49. 

Philadelphia,  petition  of  the  Chamber  of Commeree 
of,  rsfbrred  to  Committee  of  Commeroe  and 
Manufectures         -        -        -        -       >    991 

petition  of  the  merchants  and  traden  c^  re 
ferred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole   -       -    94L 
Philadelphia  frigate,  petition  of  the  late  crew  of 

the,  referred  to  Committee  of  Clainia ,      -    ttt* 
an  unfevorabie  report  thereon,  lefctied  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -       -    S85 
said  committee  discharged  and  leave  given 
to  vrithdraw  the  petition  -        -        -    313 

§    another  petition  of  the  aame,  lefeiied  to  a 

special  committee  -        -        -        -        >    4% 

Phillips,  John,  an  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 

services-        ------    4S> 

Piankeshaw  Indians,  a  treaty  vrith  the,  traaaout- 

ted  by  the  President,  lefeiied  ...  lOSe 
Pinckney,  Charies,  extracts  of  letters  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State 1157 

Plurality  of  ofiSces,  Mr.  Rand^ph'a  reaotntkni 

in  relation  to,  referred    -        -        .        .    599 
a  debate  on  the  first  resolution    -        -        •    990 

which  is  rejected *l 

a  debate  on  the  second  resolution        -        .    92» 
the  second  resolution  rejected      -        -        -    93(' 
the  third  resolution  debated        -        -        .    93S 
this  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  hill  ordered  -    93S 
a  bill  reported  and  read  twice      ...  1999 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         .        .       .  1099 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  lOU 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  memorial  of  the  mci>- 
chants  of,  praying  the  estabUshmeot  of  a 
port  of  entiy  at,  referred  to  Committee  of 
Commeroe  and  Manufectures  -        -        .264 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  a  motion  to  make,  a 
port  ofentry  for  vessels  from,  or  from  beyond 
the  Cape  ofGood  Hope,  lost  -        .        .    Mi 
Ports  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Dawaon'a  reeolotiona  re- 
lating to  protection  of,  referred  to  Oomrait- 

tee  of  the  Whole 90S 

debate  on  the  first  and  aeoond  reaolntions    -    377 
again  called  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 

vntbout  action  on  the     •        -        -        .39^ 
another  debate  on  them     -        -        -        .    5SS 
the  two  resolutions  agreed  to      -        -        -942 
a  debate  on  the  third  resolution  -        -        -    941 
which  is  disagreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in 

pursuance  of  the  first  and  second    -        .    H^ 
a  bill  for  fortifying,  reported,  read  twice  and 
committed     .......    99i 

read  by  sections         .....  193$ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  -  -  •  -  -  -  I96S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  109S 
amendments,  witii  the  bill,  oommitted        -  1079 
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Ports  and  Harbors— continiked.  Page* 

the  Senate  amendments  agreed  to       -        -  1084 
the  act  as  approved    .....  1287 

a  resolution  to  request  the  President  to  in- 
form the  House  what  measures  have  been 
taken  bj  the  States  indebted  to  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  defence  of       -        -    308 
Postmaster  General,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  -        •        .    832 
(See  Granger,  Gideon^ 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  a  committee  on, 

appointed       ......    266 

a  report  of  said  committee  referred     -        -921 
a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid-  ' 
ing  by  law  for  compensating  the  services 

of  Isaac  Briggs 497 

,  Post  Office,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  a  resolu- 
tion directing  ^e  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  the,  to  be  kept  at  or  near  the  Capi- 
tol, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -    841 
postponed  indefinitely        ....    880 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  further  to  alter  and  establish 

certain,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        •    829 
amendments  made  to  said  bill    ...    937 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        -    939 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads       ... 
said  committee  report  their  agreement  to  the 
same  in  part  and  disagreement  in  part,  in 
which  the  House  concurred    ... 

the  act,  as  approved 

.  Potomac  river,  petitions  heretofore  presented  on 
the  subject  of  a  bridge  over  the,  referred 
to  a  select  committee      ... 
said  committee  make  a  report  fiivorable  to 

the  prayer  of  said  petition 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    409,  418 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  from 

the  further  consideration  of  it  lost  -        -    417 
the  resolution  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the,  car- 
ried, and  a  bill  ordeved  to  that  efiect        -    428 
a  bill  reported  and  referred  ...    455 

a  debate  on  the  bill 532 

amended  and  reported  to  the  House    -        -    635 
certain  amendments  agreed  to  by  th6  House    824 
the  bill  as  amended  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          827 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    833 
sundry  petitions  for  and  against  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  over  the        -        -      397,  416, 465 

Presbyterian  congregation  of  Georgetown,  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the,  read  twice 
a  debate  on  the  bill  -...•. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  •  -  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
the  act,  as  approved  ..... 
Prince  William,  a  petition  from  the  county  o(  on 

the  subject  of  Potomac  bridge 
Printing  and  stationery,  report  of  the  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  his  proceeding  relative  to   -    266 
Public  acts  of  Congress    -        -        -        -      .  .  1226 
Public  buildings,  at  Washington,  the  President 
transmits  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  of  the, 
which  is  re&rred  to  a  select  committee         321 
Public  debt,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  redemption  of  the, 
read  twice  and  committed      .       .       •    933 
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398 
416 
416 


-  1064 


1068 
1296 


-    263 


364 


341 
477 
479 
481 
1232 


-    826 


Public  debt — continued.  Page 

a  debate  on  the  bill 1027 

a  motion  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  lost  1063 
ordered  to  a  third  ifeading  ....  1064 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1066 
Public  grounds,  in  Uie  City  of  Washington,  a 
Mil  concerning  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  - 893 

Public  lands,  appointment  of  a  standing  commit- 
tee on-        -        -        - 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  authorizing  the  re- 
ceipt of  evidences  of  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment for,  read  twice,  and  refbrred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       .... 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
called  up  m  the  House,  and  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred -    944 

a  non-agreement  reported,  and  a  conference 

asked 994 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference     •        -    996 
a  report  fh>m  the  conference,  and  the  House 

insist 1016 

the  act,  as  approved  .....  1901 
a  resolution,  instructing  the  Committee  on, 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to  con- 
firm any  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  founded  on  Spanish  warrants, 
Ac,       --....- 
a  report  of  the  committee  on,  on  sundry  pe- 
titions referred  to  them  .        .        -        - 
another  report  of  the  same  character  - 
a  resolution  ofiered  to  prohibit  credit  on,  re- 
ferred    ---.-. 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on         ..... 
a  report  of  said  committee  thereon  referred 
to  Committee  of  the  Whole    • 
Public  roads,  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  certain,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  fh>m  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject    - 

Q. 

Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a 

part  of  the  President's  Message 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac 270,271 

on  the  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  Gen. 

Eaton S79 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  mi- 

litU 

to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian  congregation 

of  Georgetown  ..... 
to  prohibit  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo  - 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  resolution,  relating 

to  plurality  of  offices       .... 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  same  subject 
on  the  Navy  appropriations        ... 
on  the  bill  for  Uie  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors        

repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  Ac.  -  1066,  1061 

on  the  motion  relating  to  Ogden  and  Smith  1087 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  &at  subject 
Quorum,  a  message  sent  to  inform  the  Senate 

that  the  House  have  formed  a         -        • 


462 

632 
698 


-    860 


861 


-    943 


-    276 


-    332 


-    269 


408 

479 
613 

927 

lOlS 
1018 

1030 


-  1088 


R. 
Randolph,  John,  appointed  on  the  joint  commit 
tee  to  wait  on  the  President  •       -       . 
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HoiuMe  ProoeedmgB  and  DdnUeB, 


Baadolph,  John,  ramuki  of— eontinoad*  Page, 

lemftrks  of,  on  a  molntion  nlating  to  North* 

WMt  lands 266 

«n  a^ing  leave  for  a  bill  relating  to  French 

apoiiationa 274 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  reaolntion  in 

honor  of  General  Baton  -        -     314, 317 

exp^ining  the  ailence  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  anbject  of  the 
Meeaage,  so  £ur  as  it  related  to  the  inva- 
sion of  neutral  rights     ....    415 
introductory  of  a  resolution  relating  to  inter* 

course  with  Great  Britain  ...  430 
resolution  to  amend  the  Constitotion  500,  505 
introductory  of  his  resolutions  relating  to 

plurality  of  offices  .....  508 
speech  o^  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution 565 

in  reply,  on  the  same  subject     ...    592 
on  Mr.  Leib's  motion  to  disdiarge  the  com- 
mittee (same  subject)      ....    763 

is  called  to  order 769 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Nidiolson's  non4mporta- 

tion  resolution        ...      790, 850,  875 
on  his  resolutions  relating  to  plurality  of 
offices    ....       681,889,925,928 
-  on  the  Senate's  bill  relating  to  Yasoo  lands     908 

016 
remarks  on  giving  notice  of  his  intended 

motion  in  relation  to  the  secret  journal   -    939 
on  introducing  the  said  motion,  and  after- 
wards     946,958,981 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Vamum  ....  986 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  998, 100»  1004 
on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices  -  1006 
introducUny  of  a  resolution  to  repeal  the 

duty  on  salt 1023 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Thomas  on  that  subject  -  1024 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Quincy  on  the  bill  on  the 

Mone  subject 1066 

on  the  section  of  said  bill  continuing  the 

Mediterranean  fund  ^  .  .  .  1062 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  said  bill   1095, 

1096,  1097,  1099 
on  the  Senate's  adherence  to  said  amend- 
ment, after  conference    -       '-        .        .  1102 
Randolph,  T.  M.  philippic  of,  against  John  Ran- 
dolph      1103 

apology  of,  to  the  House  for  his  vehemence    1105 
Rapp,  George,  and  others.    (See  Harmony.) 
Recess  of  Congress,  a  Joint  committee  to  mform 

the  President  of  the  proposed  -        .  1100 

Records,  &c.    (See  SUUe  Aett.) 
Refligees,  a  report  from  the  Commissioners  under 

theact  for  relief  of,  referred    ...    273 
a  bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed      281 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    294 
read  a  thi«d  time,  and  passed      ...    297 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  un- 
der the  act  for  the  relief  of      -        -        -  1083 
Revenue,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  TreasuiT  to  ftimish  a  statement  iof  the 
amount  of,  derived  from  certain  sources       440 
Raviaal  and  Unfinished  Business,  members  of  the 

Committee  on 256 

reports  presented  by  said  committee    -     285,  476 
Revolutionary  war,  the  Committee  of  Claims  m- 
stmcted  to  inquire  what  further  measures 

»e  neeessary  in  relation  tb  thoee  disabled 
™«e 307 


Revolntionaiy  war-Hvm tinned.  P^ 

a  bill  reported  in  pursoanoe  tiiereoC  read 

twice,  and  referred  -         -         -        -   STt 

discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rending  -  V! 
read  a  third  time,  and  paused  -  -  -  297 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendnicatB, 

and  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims      •   93S 
the  report  of  said  committee  laid  an  die  ta- 
ble          «7 

debate  on  said  report  -         -         -        •  W 

a  motion  to  recommit  the  biQ  lost        •        -MS 
a  motion  to  amend  by  placing  on  the  fist  of 
pensioners  all  who  are  now  on  the  pen- 
sion lists  of  the  several  States,  negatived   9tt 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  agieed  to    -   9ti 
the  act  as  approved    -        -         -        -        -  lUi 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rela- 
tion to  claims  to  land  for  militaiy  aeiykjei 
during  the     -        -        -        -        -       -  1«# 

a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report,  at  the  next  session,  a  fiat  of  pen- 
sionere  placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  respective 

Sutes  during  the lOM 

Rhea,  Mr.,  of  TennesBee,  ipeech  ol^  on  Mr. 

Gregg's  non-importation  resolution  •   736 

on  Mr.  Randolplrs  resolutions  rehtittg  to 

plurality  of  offices-        ...      889,989 
expresses  opposition  to  the  hill  on  the  last 
subject         ......    1991 

remarks  ot,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  salt  bill  -  -  -  -  1096,  I69a  1099 
Rhode  Island,  sundry  resolutions  of  die  General 
Assembly  ot,  msagreeing  to  the  reaolntioas 
of  Kentucky  and  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  -  -  SI7 
Roban,  Frauds,  a  deposition  oi,  relative  to  8|pan- 

ish  aggressions       .....  itii 
Rodney,  Thomas,  a  note  o^  on  the  affidavit  at 

Flanagan UM 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Governor  WilfiaBs  199! 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  to  declare,  a  pert 
of  delivery,  and  for  other  puipuassy  read 
twice  and  committed      >        •       .        .991 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordsrsd  to 

a  third  reading       -  ...    391 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •       .    SS: 

returned  from  die  Senate  widi  an  amend- 
ment    .......337 

which  amendment  was  ooncnned  in  •        •    SST 
the  act  as  approved    -        •        -  '      •        -  185 
Rules  and  Orders,  a  resohition  adopting  the,  d 

the  last  session S^ 

resolutions  to  amend,  laid  on  the  table       -    4'* 
Mr.  Leib'a  rsaohition  to  amend  -       -       .449 
Mr.  Thomas  suhmits  a  resolution  to  amend    83i 
Rumsey,  David,  a  letter  fr<nn,  comphdning  of  the 
impressment  of  his  son,  refaned  to  dM 

Secretary  of  State 30 

Rosaell,  Gilbert  C,  a  bill  from  die  Senate  for  te 

lefiefof 9e 

read  twice,  and  committed  -  .  .  .  93» 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned      -  -  Ml* 

S. 

Sabine,  information  from  the  Praaident  of  inno- 
vations by  Spanish  troops  on  the    -       •  ^ 

Sailly,  Mr.,  objects  to  Mr.  Goldaborougfa  being  ex- 
cused from  voting  •        -  .       .  911 

St.  Clair,  Arthur,  a  petition  of»  praying  to  be 

heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Uonaa        -       •  ^ 
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Honue  Proceedings  and  Debaiee, 


8t  Glair,  Arthur— continiied.  Page, 

a  reaolution  that  he  be  heard,  laid  on  the 

Uble -    761 

the  resolation  agreed  to,  and  a  day  appoint- 

'  ed  to  hear 779 

the  Mune  postponed  indefinitely  -        -    799 

'  St.  Domingo,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend 

trade  with,  referred  ....  485 
debated,  and  postponed      ...     499,  510 

passed    ' <^        -    515 

the  act  as  approved 1288 

Salem,  Massachusetts,  memorial  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of,  relative  to  aggressions,  dec         -    414 
>  Salt,  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution^  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expedient  of  repelding  the  duty 

on 1023 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred         -  1025 
a  bill  reported  in  pursuance  thereof,  read 

twice 1028 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1063 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1067 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  -  1083 
the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked     ......  1084 

the  managers  report  the  adherence  of  the 

Senate 1101 

the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement  -  1 105 
Sandibrd,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  (in  place  of  Mr.  Clinton,  absent)    933 
Sayre,  Stephen,  the  petition  of,  and  the  report 

made  on  it  at  the  last  session,  referred     -    272 
Seamen,  sundry  resolutions  relating  to,  and  mer- 
chant Teseels,  referred    ....  1064 
Secret  Journal,  Mr.  Randolph  gives  notice  of  an 

intended  motion,  in  relation  to  the  -  -  939 
the  said  motion  made  ....  949 
a  question  of  order  arises  on  the  motion,  and 

the  Speaker's  decision  i^  reTersed  -  -  956 
another  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph^  on  the  same 

subject,  negatived 995 

a  motion  to  amend  the,  unanimously  carried  1 136 
Secret  proceedings,  the  journal  of      -        -        -  1117 
Senate,  the  House  informed  that  they  have  form- 
ed a  quorum,  and  elected  Samuel  Smith,  . 
President  jTTO  <«m.  ^        .        .        .    255 

Sergpeant*at-Arms,  a  resolation  to  compensate  the, 

for  extra  services,  laid  on  the  table  -        -    390 
the  resolution  referred  to  a  select  committee    397 
Shell  Castle  Island,  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Commeire  and  Manufac- 
tures to  include,  in  the  dirtrict  of  Wash- 
ington, North  Carolina  -        -        •        -     274 
Ships-of-tiie-line,  a  resolution  to  build,  read,  and 

referred 362 

Shoals,  a  resolution  to  survey  the,  of  Capes  ff  at- 
teras  and  Lookout,  and  the  Fryhig  Pan, 

"    referred*' 440 

a  report  thereon        .        .        •        -        .    519 
Sibley,  Dr.  John,  extracts  of  letters  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  -        -        1205,  1206,  1207 
Sinking  Fund,  a  report  fJrom  the  Commissioners 

ofthe 1153 

Slate  Company,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  tfie 

.    Dutdiess  county,  refusing  the  prayer      •    633 
SlaTea,  a  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  o( 

laid  on  the  table  -  .  .  .  «  273 
called  up,  and  postponed  •  -  •  .  274 
resolution  debated 346 


Slaves,  importation  ot— continued.  Page. 

progress  reported,  and  leave  granted  to  sit 
again 361,   372 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered       375 

a  bill  reported,  read  twice^  and  committed  -     397 

the  Mil  debated,  and  order^  to  a  third  read- 
ing          434,  442 . 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee      ......    444 

said  committee  report  a  new  bill,  and  a  mo- 
tion to  reject  lost    -        .        .        .        •    533 

resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ver- 
mont, proposing  such  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  lo  prevent  the  import- 
ation of,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table         -    344 

a  committee  appointed  to  inquife  what  add^ 
tional  provisions  by  law  are  neceasaiy  to 
prevent  the  importation  of     -        •        -    445 

a  report  from  said  committee      ...    473 

the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole 473 

a  resolution  reported,  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to,  a  committee  appointed,  and  a  bill  or^ 
dered 522 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  introduction  of,  into  the 
Mississippi  and  Orieans  Territories,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    878 

sundry  petitions,  praying  that  the  introdao- 
tion  of,  may  be  permitted  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiuia     -        •       .        •     298»  848 

Sloan,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves        -        -     346, 358 

introductory  of  his  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  British  aggressions    -        -        .        .    448 

on  the  Senate  bUl  in  relation  to  the  Society 
of  Harmony 464 

objections  of,  to  incorporating  the  Presbjrte- 
rian  Congregation  of  Georgetown  -        •    478 

objections  of,  to  recommitting  the  bill  author- 
ising the  issue  of  land  warrants  •    609 

remaj£i  of,  on  the  resolutions  relating  to 
defence  of  ports  and  hazboit  -        .       .    530 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution  -    605 

on  Mr.  Nich(Hson's  resolution  on  the  same 
subject-        - 891 

on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution  of  inquiiy  into  the 
conductof  the  Postmaster  General  -    833 

opposes  the  motion  to  recommit  the  non-im- 
portation resolution        ....    875 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate hoi  on  the  Yazoo  lands     ....    907 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
secret  journal         .....    958 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  salt  biU  -  1095 

speech  of,  introductory  of  two  resolutions,  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  committee   1 107 

Smilie,  Mrn  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  a  part  of 

the  President's  Message  ...    262 

on  Uie  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
anns,&c 270 

on  the  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  Gen. 
Eaton 278 

moves  to  recommit  the  said  resolution         -    320 

remarics  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  ....    350 

moves  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  fh»m  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  the  conduct  «f 
belligerent  Powers         ....    376 
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Smilie,  Mr, — continued.  Page. 

lemariu  of,  on  the  resolationt  relating  to  de- 
fence of  ports  and  harbon      385,  388,  396,  523 

in  rapport  of  hia  motion  juat  above  men- 
tioned 410 

on  the  Senate  bill,  relating  to  the  Society  of 
Harmony 464»  **8 

in  fevor  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Prea- 
byterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown    -    478 

on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution    ^^ 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  St.  Do- 


503 


mmgo 


512 


on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution  583, 749 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Leib,  on  his  motion  to  dis- 
cjiarge  the  Committee  (same  subject)      -    762 

opposes  the  rising  of  the  Committee  from  Mr. 
Nicholson's  resolution     .        -        -     707, 822 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution,  relating 
to  the  Postmaster  General       .        -        -    832 

opposes  the  pot^nement  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  bill  837 

i«marks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plurality  res- 
olutions .-----    888 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on 
Tazoo  lands 915 

on  the  Navy  appropriations        ...  1002 

on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices  1008, 1012 

proposes  a  new  section  to  the  bill  for  fortify- 
ing ports  and  harbors  ,    -        •        .        -  1030 

imnarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  salt  bill    -        -        -        -        -        -  1101 

Smithy  Samuel,  information  to  the  House  of  his 
election  as  President  pro  temport^  of  the 
Senate 255 

Smith,  John  C,  remarks  of;  on  the  bill  to  prohi- 
bit the  exportation  of  arms,  dec.       -        -    262 
on  the  ReTolutionary  pension  bill        •>        -    296 
on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 

slaves 373,443 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  reUting  to  defence 

of  ports  and  harbors        -        -        -    .    -    393 
on  the  biU  for  payment  of  witnesses    -        -    490 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  St.  Do- 
mingo   ---••--    512 
Smith,  Williams.  (See Ltandar,  and  Ogdeny  8,  G.) 
South  Carolina,  a  resolution  to  refer  an  act  of 
the  State  of,  (laying  a  duty  on  tonnage, 
&C.,)  to  a  select  committee     ...    283 
a  bill  reported  by  said  Committee,  giving  the 

assent  of  Congress,  read  twice  -  -  336 
progress  reported,  d&c.  -  -  -  -  391 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  446 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    448 

the  act,  as  approved 1236 

the  President  transmits  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of,  stating  the  cession  to  the 
United  States  of  certain  forts,  dec.,  referred    429 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 

tax  the  importation  of  slaves  -        -     348,  362 
in  fevorof  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presby- 
terian Congregation  of  Georgetown         -    479 
Spain,  Mr.  Randolph's  histoiy  of  our  differences 

with 946 

documents  transmitted  by  the  President,  re- 
lating to  negotiations  with      -        •        -1166 
Spalding,  Elexius,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 

services 429 

Spalding,  Thomas,  petition  of,  contesting  the 

election  of  Cowles  Mead,  referred    -        -    268 


Spalding,  Thomas — eontiniied.  Pift. 

a  report  thereon  comnutted  to  Commitfeee  of 

the  Whole 293 

the  report  recommitted       -         -         -       -   30i 
takes  his  seat  as  a  member  -         -       >   311 

calls  for  the  reading  of  the  rale  prohibiliBf 
a  member  from  voting  on  a  qoeation  m 
which  he  is  personally  interested         -        -  ^ 
Spanish  territories,  a  bill  (in  secret  seanon)  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  certain,  read 
twice  and  committed       -         -         -        -  llt^ 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  rending      -  113! 
sent  confidentially  to  the  Senate  -        -  IIS 

Sparks,  Captain  R.,  a  letter  from,  to  Governor 

Williams um 

Speaker,  rules  concerning  the  duty  of  the  -       -    287 
Standing  rules  and  orders,  a  report  from  tiie  com- 
mittee oh,  read  and  referred    -        -        >    S7S 

report  debated 384,38S 

amended  and  concurred  in  .        .       .    S97 

the  amendment  to  one  of  the,  as  adopted    -    306 
Stanton,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  Mr.  Gregg*s  non-im- 
portation resolution        -        •        •       -    764 
State  Acts,  records,  du%,  a  committee  instructed 
to  make   provision   for  preacrfting    die 
manner  of  proving,  dtc.  -        -        .        -    3Tt 
a  bill  reported,  read,  twice,  and  oommitled    616 
reported  without  amendment,  and  postponed    S3i 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  roul  a  third  time, 
and  passed     ------  ;016 

State  balances,  information  firom  the  President, 
that  New  York  is  the  only  Sute  that  has 
discharged  any  part  of  the,  reported        •  tS3 

State  Courts,  a  bill  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  judges  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        •    S$ 
reported  with  amendments  -        -        -    Zit 

the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  further 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    91 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -39^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    47^ 
bill  and  amendment  referred  to  a  ^pedal 

committee      ..--..    491 
reported    with    amendments,  which   were 
agreed  to------53S 

the  act  as  approved    .....  133S 

Suffirage,  a  bill  to  remove  the  limitation  to  the 

right  of,  in  Missiteippi,  twice  read,  -    44(1 

called  up,  without  action  thereon    -        -    51$ 
Supplemental  journal  (being  that  of  the  seccet 

proceedings) HIT 

T. 

Talleyrand,  C.  M.,  letters  from,  to  General  Arm- 
strong     1218,  IS^ 

Tallmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bili  establish- 
ing rules  for  the  Army   -        .        .        .    3ST 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  mi- 
Utia M« 

Tennessee,  a  resolution  to  repeal  so  much  of  any 
act  as  appropriates  any  portion  of  the  lanib 
south  of  the  State  of,  to  satisfy  claims  de- 
rived from  Georgia  -  -  -  -  34t 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aathoriie  the  State 
of,  to  issue  grants,  dtc^  twice  read  and  re- 
ferred --...-.7W 
reported  with  several  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  refened  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  ....    649 
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aeverml  amendiiMnte  made,  which,  with  the 

bill,  wtre  reported  ....        -    996 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading       •        •    998 
read  a  third  time,  and  pamed     ...  1011 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  dec.,  fouth  of  the  State  of;  read, 
and  Mr.  Nelson's  motion  to  reject  debated    906 
which  motion  to  reject  prevailed         .        .921 
a  bill  presented  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 
lating grants,  dec,  twice  read,  and  referred    937 
reported  with  several  amendments,  which 
were  twice  read,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -    995 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    996 
retamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1079 
which  amendments  were  agreed  to     .        .  1084 
the  act,  as  approved   .        -        r        ...  1285 
^ennessee  river,  resolution  to  provide  for  opening 

the  navigation  of,  referred       ...     575 
territorial  Courts,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of,  in  certain 
cases,  read  twice,  and  committed    *        -    893 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        .921 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     932 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed'to 1027 

the  act  as  approved 1293 

i^homas,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relat- 

ing  to  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  .  379 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-unportation  resolution  413 
on  the  motion  of  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  resolution  relating  to  Yazoo  claims  488 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion   to  amend  the 

rules 830 

remarks  of,  intrododng  an  amendment  to 

the  Constitotion     -        .        •        -        -    894 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate's Yaioo  bill      -        .        -        .        .     915 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 
repeal  the  dnty  on  sah    ....  1023 
Foppan,  Edward,  and  others,  bill  oidered  for  re* 

lief  of 297 

bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  referred  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole        ...    800 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        .        .    313 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiised      ...    821 
Toulmin,  Judge,  extract  of  letters  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        >        ^1186,1187 

Trading-houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
establishing,  with  Indian  tribes,  read  twice 
and  committed       .....     342 

a  bill  reported  to  establish,  with  the  Indian 

tribes,  read  twice  and  committed     -        .    497 
reported    with    amendmenU,   which   were 
agreed  to»  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing       -        -        -        -        -        -        -    993 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    996 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmento  1064 
the  act,  as  approved   .....  1287 

Treajrary,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  .  272 
another  report,  with  certain  estimates,  &c.  -  281 
a  resolution  directing  reports  to  be  printed  •  454 
the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  to  sundry  reso. 

Itttions 581 

a  resolution  calling  for  Ae  names  of  persons 
in  whose  favor  bilk  have  been  drawn  on 
the,  by  our  Minister  in  France,  &c         -    761 
a  report  in  reply  to  said  resolution      -        -    834 
a  lapplementaiy  report  on  same  subject'     -    937 


Page. 

Treaties,  a  Message  from  the  President  transmit- 
ting, with  certain  Indian  tribes         .        -    425 

Tripoli5  sundry  documento  from  the  President  re. 

lating  to  the  ex-Bashaw  of     -        .        >    339 

Tunis,  information  communicated  in  relation  to 

our  affairs  with 1022 

Turner,  Captain,  extracta  of  letters  from,  to  Gen* 

eral  WiJkinson       ....  1206,  1207 

Turreau,  General,  letters  from,  te  the  Secretary  of 

State 1217, 121a 

U. 

Ulysses,  ship.    (See  Breck,  William,) 
Union,  Mr.  Macon's  sentimenta  on  the  impropri- 
ety of  ever  alluding  te  the  possibility  of  a 

dissolution  of  this 694 

Union,  ship.     (See  HuMcy,  Tristram,) 

United  States  debta,  bill  making  provision  for  the 

extinguishment  of  the     -        -        .        .    482 
University,  memorial  in  relation  to,  in  Washing. 

ton 301 

V.  ' 

Valk,  Jacob  R.,  and  another,  a  deposition  of,  re- 
lating to  Spanish  invasions      .        .        .1161 
Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Potomac  bridge    417 
y  amum,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  reso. 

lution  relating  to  Revolutionary  pensions    267 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign 

coins 298 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  in  honor  of 

General  Eaton        >,      .        -        .     316,310 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach* 
ment  of  militia      ....     401,403 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  re- 
lating to  plurality  of  offices     ...    929 
remarks  o^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  at^ 
tack  upon  him        .....    986 

remarks  o£t  in  rejoinder      ....    967 

Speech  of,  on  the  organization  of  the  militia  1069 
Vermont,  rssoiationft  of  the  General  Assembly 
of,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, so  as  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  slaves        ......    344 

Very,  Jonathan,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of 892* 

Vessels,  a  resolution  relating  to  the  frirther  safe- 
guard of 905 

9.  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  twice 

read  and  committed        ....    938 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1018 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1022 
Vincennes,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitanta  of 

the  district  of 518 

Vine,  a  petition  asking  a  grant  or  sale,  on  cer- 
tain conditions  of  land,  for  the  cultivation 
of  the 295 

W. 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  Mr.  Randolph  quotes  a  re- 
mark of         ..--.-    557 

Warlike  Stores,  a  resolution  requesting  &e  Pres- 
ident to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
an  account  of,  dec.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 344 

Washington,  District  of  Cohimbia,  a  petition  of 

the  inhabitants,  praying  for  a  public  road    324 
a  memorial  of  trustees  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  seminary  ....    384 
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Washiogtoo,  Bushrod,  and  Lawrence  Lewis,  pe- 
tition of,  as  exeeaton  of  Gbosok  Wash- 
nioToir,  praying  a  eonfirmation  of  title 
to  certain  landa      -        .        .        .        .    773 

Ways  and  Means,  members  of  the  Committee  of    255 

Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  ordered  for  the  relief  of    893 

Weist,  Henry,  report  of  the  Postmaster  General 

on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        .        .    531 

Weatbnry,  William,  affidarit  of,  relating  to  Span- 
ish aggressions       -        -        .        .        .  1188 

West  India  Trade,  a  resolution  to  regulate  the, 

referred 451 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  election  of,  as  8ergeant-at- 

Arms 356 

allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services  *        -    429 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  extracts  of  letters 

from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  1202,  1203, 1204 
Williams,  Mr.  D.  R.,  argument  of,  for  postponing 
the  resolution  to  tax  the  importatioa  of 
slaves    -        - 274 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  rela^ 
ting  to  defence  of  ports,  dec,  ...    894 

on  the  bill  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves    439 

speech  ot,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution 643 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  rela- 
ting to  Yazoo  lands         ....    915 

remarks  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Navy 
appropriation  bill 998 

on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices     -  1005 

on  the  Senate's  adherence  to  their  amend- 
ment of  the  salt  bill       ....  1102 

Williams,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  reaolntian  lor 

defence  of  ports  and  harbois  •  •  979,  387 
speech  of;  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-impoitation 

resolution  -  -  .  .  ...  575 
moves  a  proviso  to  the  bill  on  plurality  of 

<^ow 1009 

remarks  o^  on  the  motion  relating  Id  Ogden 

and  Smith  -•-...  1086 
Williams,  Goremor  Robert,  letlen  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        -        -  1187,1198 

to  Charies  de  Oraadpi^     -        •  1196,1109 

to  Lieutenant  Wilson  ....  ii96 
to  CapUin  ^[>aiks     -        -        .  1197,1201 

to  Judge  Rooney  .....  130I 
orders  given  by,  to  ColMiel  Ellis        «        -  1197 

Wlbon,  Willis,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  referred  - 482 

Wilson,  Lieutenant  William,  a  letter  from  to 

Governor  Wflliams  -  -  .  .1196 
Witnesses,  a  bill  for  the  payment  o(  in  the  case 

of  impeachment,  read  twice    ...    440 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject, 
read  twice  and  committed       ...    454 

a  debate  on  the  bill 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        •    944 

the  bill  recommitted 956 

amended  and  passed  as  amended  .  1007 

the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment,  and 

ask  a  conference    •        .        .        .        .  1068 
the  House  insist,  but  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence              -  1078 

on  the  report  of  the  managers  the  House 

recede  •-.«••.  1084 
the  act,  as  approved  -        -        .        ,        .  1272 


>i«aenAed  to  provide  fiira 


Wood  Island,  a  bill  pi«aented  to 

light-house,  and  fer  otfier 

twice,  and  ooumitted 
reported  without  amendment,  smd 

to  a  third  reading  ... 
recommitted,  amended,  and  pnsnnd  a 

ed         -        .        -        -^       7 
the  act,  as  improved  ... 


m 


Y. 

Yazoo  Claims,  a  resolution  on  the  sobject  o^  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  taUe  -  .  -  .-  d(6 
called  up,  and  postponed  -  -  .  .  4k 
again  called  up,  and  debated  -  .  .  4^ 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  Naitfa  4Sv 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  sotject, 

is  met  by  a  motion  of  rejection        -       -  906 

which  motion,  after  debate,  prevmilcd  -  990 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  questicm  of  Mr.  Cowles 

Mead's  right  to  a  seat  -  -  .  .  312 
on  the  same  question  as  to   Mr.  Thomas 

Spalding  .  -  -  -  -  -  31J 
on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  in  hooar 

of  General  Eaton  -  .  .  ..33^ 
on  granting  leave  to  the  Committoe  of  the 

Whole  to  sit  again  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves  .  -  .  3S1 
on  the  question  of  adopting  said  leaolotioB  373 
on  the  resolution  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the 

Potomac  river  .  .  .  .  .  |f; 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  tax  the 

importation  of  slaves      -        .        .        .   411 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bai  relating  to  dbawhock    455 

on  an  amendment  offered  to  tlks  Benate  Ul 
relating  to  the  Society  of  Haimony        .    478 

on  the  question  of  passing  said  kin    -        .477 

on  the  bill  to  inoorpofals  tlrn  Pieabylsmn 
Congregation  of  Georgetown         -        .    4SI 

on  the  biU  fer  the  nlier  of  KieUin  and 

Griffith 4SS 

on  the  bill  to  hKiMse  the  salariee  of  tike 

judges  of  Orleans  Territory  -  .  .  486 
on  indefinite  poetoonement  of  the  leaolmiwi 

to  amend  the  Conatitnljon  -  .  -  SOT 
on  amendiMg  the  biU  to  prohibit  intmsomae 

with  St.  Domingo  -        .        •        .       .511 

on  the  question  of  pasring  said  bill  -  -  513 
on  indefinitely  postponing  the  bill  to  tax  the 

importation  of  slaves  .  .  .  .519 
on  the  resolution  to  purchase  one  hundred 

and  thirty  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Con- 

gT«* 5J1 

on  discharging  the  Committee  rf  the  Whole 

from  Mr.  Gregg's  resohition  -  -  .  7«7 
on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

fi^m  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  on  the  same 

subject 769 

on  the  rate  per  centum  to  be  allowed  mi  the 

Potomac  Bridge gSS 

on  a  motion  to  add  a  new  section  to  said 
biU 8S( 

on  the  question  of  passing  said  bfll    -       -  M9 
on  the  first  resolution  for  deteoe  of  parts 

Mid  harbors 046 

on  the  second •  a4' 

on  the  third etf 
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879 


•    891 


-    920 


930 

935 

936 


-    943 


Yeas  and  Naya-— continued.  Page. 

OD  an  amendment  to  the  general  appro- 
priation bill    ------ 

on  the  first  of  Mr.  Randolph's  reaolutiona  re- 
lating  to  plurality  of  offices     - 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  Yazoo  lands 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  resolution  re- 
lating to  plurality  of  offices     ... 

on  the  question  of  postponing  indefinitely 
his  third  resolution  on  that  subject  - 

on  the  question  of  adopting  said  resolution 

on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Ben- 
ate  to  the  ReTolutionary  pension  bill 

on  the  amendment  to  the  bill. for  payment 
of  witnesses  ------    944 

on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision  as 
to  the  propriety  of  reading  the  President's 
confidential  Message  of  the  6th  December 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  re- 
lation to  the  secret  journal      .        -        - 

on  a  new  section  proposed  to  the  bill,  author- 
izing the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
giants,  &C.    ...--- 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  <*  contingent  ex- 
penses" from  the  Navy  bill    - 

on  a  proviso  moved  by  Mr.  N.  Williams  to 
the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Senate  bill,  au- 
thorizing the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
gprants,  dkc.  .  -        -        -        - 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to  plu- 
rBlity  of  offices       -        -        -        - 

on  the  bill  relating  to   records  of  State 

on  the  bitt  ibr  the  Airtlier  saiiginivd  of  mer* 

diMit  vesislt,  Ac  --       -        ..        * 
on  the  bill  to  cany  into  eAct  the  OhiekaMW 

ITMKy     -•••--- 

on  the  motion  to  etnke  out  Hm  llmt  Motleti 

of  the  bill  fi>r  deiMice  of  portSf  4^  « 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  name 
on  indefinitely  poatpomng  the  biU  fat  ro- 

dempiion  of  the  public  debt    - 
on  the  passage  oC  the  blU  to  repeal  the  duty 

on  salt  -        •  •        .        • 

on  Mnendmoit  to  the  bill  for  peymentof 

witaeases       ---,.- 
on  amendment  ofiered  to  the  hill  rekiiBg  to 

a  Naval  Peace  Estoblishment  1076,  ^076, 1077 
on  the  passage  of  the- said  bill  -  -  -  1078 
on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  bill  te 

carry  into  effect  the  Cherokee  treaty        -  1079 


966 
993 


997 


-  1003 


-  1009 


1011 
1016 


1017 


•  lOtf 


lOfti 

1061 
1063 


-  1066 


-  1067 


1067 


1096 
1103 


-  1106 


1130 
1133 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Page, 

on  Mr.  lUndolph's  motion  to  strike  out  "  un- 
der the '  direction  of  the    Secretary  of 
State"  firom  the  bill  to  settle  the  claims  of 
General  Eaton       -        -        -        -    .    -  1083 
OD  the  motion  to  adhere  to  the  amendment 

to  the  bill  for  paying  witnesses        -        -  1084 
on  the  motion  to  recede  therefrom      -        -  1086 
on  Mr.  Eariy's  resolution,  relating  to  the  me- 
morial of  Ogden  Sc  Smith        1093,  1093,  1094 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  salt   - 
on  aAering  to  disagreement  thereon  - 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  temporary  re- 
lief of  Hamet  Caramalli  -        -        - 
on  a  resolution  reported  in  secret  session  to 
authorize  the  President  to  raise  troops  for 
defence  of  the  Southern  frontier     - 
OB  fixkig  a  preamble  to  oertani  resolutions 
on  amending  the  resolution  relating  to  ex- 
tnordiB«iy  eipensaa   of  foreign  inter- 
course -        .        -        -         1133,  1134,  1136 
on  the  passage  of  the  amended  resolntien  -  1136 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  relating  to 

artangemeat  of  limits  with  Spun    -        -  1137 
on  a  motion  to  take  off  the  injunctioB  of 
secrecy  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  pur> 
chase  of  certain  Spanish  territories  -  1138 

on  sundry  amendments  to  said  bill  1139,  1130 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill  -  -  -  -  1133 
on  amending  the  confidential  message  to  the 

Senete,  transmitting  said  bill  -        -  1133 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
em  the  Pieaident's  Message  of  the  6th 
Ijeeember  ----.- 
on  a  eiBiilar  mc^On  wHh  regard  to  the  reso- 
lution authorizing  an  exchange  of  terri- 

toty  with  Spun 

on  a  motion  te  amend  the  seeret  journal     - 
on  a  metien  to  pestpone  the  appc^tment  of 
acooinittee  to  wait  on  the  riesident  with 
the  resolution  relating  to  exchange  of  ter- 
ritory     1137 

on  poetponing  the  consideration  of  a  motion 
to  remove  the  inyjunction  of  secrecy  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  session  -        -        -  1139 
on  other  motions  to  postpone  the  same     -  1 140, 

1141,  1143 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  to  remove 
the  injunctioB  of  secrecy        ...  1143 
Yrujo,  the  Marquis  de  Casa,  letters  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  ...       -  1131,1133 


1134 


1186 
1137 
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Page, 

An  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  for 
the  Naval  service  daring  the  year  one  thou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  five      ...  1225 
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collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from 
foreign  ports      ...... 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  fit»m  Cumberland,  in  the  State  o(  Ma- 
ryland, to  the  State  of  Ohio 

An  Act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States       ..--.-. 

An  Act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  Manhak 

An  Act  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  ooiu 
in  the  United  States 

An  Act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  oompensatioDs  of 
the  ofiloers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives      ...... 

An  Act  directing  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tresnnj 
to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  be- 
tween Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be 
surveyed  ....         .        .       . 

An  Act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  dinbled 
by  known  wounds,  received  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  ...         ... 

An  Act  to  authorixe  the  Secretaiy  of  War  toinoe 
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